
 
Daniel Jeremy Silver Collection Digitization Project 

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4850: Daniel Jeremy Silver Papers, 1972-1993. 

Series III: The Temple Tifereth-Israel, 1946-1993, undated. 
Sub-series B: Sermons, 1950-1989, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         50           16           908 
 
 

The Angry Campus, 1968. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRHS 

a 



..... 

THE AN"GR Y CAMPUS 

T.:ere are sev n ~-..-llion students in our coll g --~ ,11 d universities. Th ir sheer 

mas::: alone should giv ?ause to anyone \vho is tempted to gen raliz about th college 

age. Ye , ve all kno,\ ::-- r 11ts \Vho openly ad1nit that th'> do not under::itand th 1r O\Vn 

underg:>:aduate but\ ·ho can d liv r th rr.selv s of any nun1b .,r oi a euorical staternents 

abo 1 tLe manners and ~-:--..oral of toda v' s students . 

D r. . 1a x Le r n e r , \. r it in g y st e rd a 1n o r n 1 n g ir1 the C 1 e \ ~ 1 and P 1 a in D al • r 

d s c r i :) _ d today ' s co 11 ~ :: '"' s tu de n t a s a pol i ti ca 1 act iv i s t and a r c.1 di Lal. I-I e s a i cl : 11 Th 

students are majorino ·:-1 a non-course called ' onfrontation,' \\·ith a 1ninor in sanctuary 

and ano~her minor in l ying iege to pre~i<lents and colleg d ans. 11 s I re d his 

article, I recalled sorr:e statistics garnered by a Gallup nation-\vid surv y whi h 

sho\\·ed th- t during th past y '.)ar onl one student in £iv had ngaged in any form of 

political activity, incllding such quite conv ntional und rtakinos as canvassing ar as 

for presidential candida:es and engag1na 111 non-parti an vot r r gistration. The Gallup 

figur - indicat d that tLe radical left actually ontrolled th all giancc of only nc 

stude .L 1n 100 . 

. 1 x L r n e r t a c ~-.. e s A n1 e r i can C iv i l i z a ti n at B rand e i • l_j n iv e r i ty . Tb r "' a r 

so rn e cu le O e ::, , Br and t:' : ~ , C hi ca go , \V i s con sin B r k e 1 y among o th r s , w hi ch have: c 

tr a a: : :. o ,.._ o p lit i cal ;_-._, ~ : : -i s rn . Th e i r i a u l t y and s t n d n t bod :1, ' b n a tt r c t d b) 

hei:: :.·..:.dition - . Th~ ·.: t nd also to dra\,. on a parti ular ·o ~1O-cco1 rrnc Liss for 

t he i r • d 1:1 i. s 1 on n ssa il • 

111 e::.::·.::::n~ c rtain pa:: rns of colle.2.c lif<.: an l poli ic,d cl 1 ·i:.1-.: 

Th e B r an cl ~ i ~ c 1;. n 'l. s 1 d r a\ v n fro m fa n1 i l i ~ 
J. 

\·}:~ -~-. : e:1 : 1 bl:'. 1p\\·arc. _ _- mobile, urDan, of son1 pre t nti.ons to cul nre \Vith a capital 

11 c ' - :: ' pr0don1inant ·_- J \vish. Lil-e 1 or not, stud) aft ·r st -d • of th r die l student 

s S ymour Lipset obs rved 1nost re ntl'}, that a predon1in nt 
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number of the radical leit \ving students come from Jewish backgrounds. 

From my O\Vn experience at Case Western R serv Uni ersity, I ould not 

duplicate Dr. Lerner's obse rvations. There 1s av rbal, isibl and vocal radical 

student niuvernent on t~_e University Circle campus. It is predorninatly J \Vi.sh, but 

it does not represent tt.e bulk of the Je\\·ish students. Nu1n rical insignificance is its 

major frustration. C o:-_sequently its strategy tends to be dire t d to\ ards the radical­

izing of other students rathern than social change or the reforrn of the Univ rsity or 

urban causes. Most C\rRU students seern to be quite conventional and degree-ori nted. 

They complain about s o __ e of the courses, but they are on their \Vay towards some privat 

goal and only the war a _d the draft seem to be overriding and catalyzing issues. 

The draft is a guiit-ridden issue for most of today's students because they rccogn1z 

that until no\v they have been a specially privileged class excused from military serv1 e as 

long as their education continued. So their opposition is not only a principled opposition 

to the war, a position \\·hich n1any of us share, but as they would put it, a 'hang-up.' Th y 

have had special privile oe and now the moment of truth has come. They must either live 

up to their bold 'If called I \Vill not go. ' pronouncements, or compromise, as most adults 

have had to compromise, with the overriding rules of social living. 

Ther are differe._ces bet\veen un i ersities and there ar cliff r nc • \Vithin each 

universit . Studies ha ·e sho\vn that there are fc activi;:,ts in the faculties of business, 

medicine, la\v, the physical science , conom1cs, and other profession-orien d curri­

culun.s. The dissente::-s, the students \t:.:ho are most involved and convulsed tend to b" 

dra\\·n iroE~ the social :3ciences, especially sociology, ps> chology, and from the liberal 

arts. T11is obser\-atio :: !1as led son1e to suc:rgest that the root irl. stration (they have 

already, as you can see: made a value judgment on the protesLS then1selv s) \vhich 

catalyzes the poli.tics o: confrontation is the particular frustrations of those who are 
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studyin° these particc..lar disciplines. The sciences, en in - ering, th· professional 

curriculu1ns tend to ' e \':ell defined and cumulative. Peopl le' rn what they 1nust 

kno,v, first gcnerall_ - -1.d then specifically, for a choser, p ·ofe::; ion. 011 the other 

hand, liberal arts st1.~ ':.es tend to be diffl se, scattered and non-curnulati · . 
.1 any 

students do not have - :::· idea \\'h) tl ey ar~ s udyino v.1ha tl e · arL tud> inl), They also 

have a feeling that the :· are b ina short-chan ed. Education is e~·p nsive, and the 

½urden of administratio1 and faculty interest and tine i~ directed n ore often than not 

to\vards professional training, and advanced research. Many faculty members ar 

loath to spend much time teaching undergraduates. Often the undergraduates ar taught 

by graduate assistant.: or find that the professor's rr:-~nd is els \.Vh re and that he 1s 

really not involved vi h them . Moreover, the professor may b teaching ilton or 

Chaucer with an eye to those ,vho ,vill t ach Milton or Ch ucer rather than taking into 

account the interest of thos \vho imply are trying to understand literature and sth ti 

and are trying to develop on1e critical lit rary skills. In many univ~rsities gen ral 

survey courses \.vhich \V re d velop d t,venty or thirty y ars aero to g1v the 1nder rraduat 

a fran1e\vork into ,vhich he could fit more sp cific snbiect ..... hav b n b ndon d not 

because they \Ver cduca ionall> unsound, th y ,v re so11nd, bllt b ause th fa ulty did 

no \Vant to s end the ime requir d 1 ct11ring or go rcr1 ~n..z ::; rnin rs for th lo\vly under-
graduate . It ,v a s far t:: a ::, 1 e r to a r er u e th at u n cl r g rad u ate \ ': e r ~ - omplainin° about 

reg· n1entation and, ·an ed grea r fre do1 1 · so 1 t u opt..:. up h n 1re cnrri uh1r1, 

let then1 take \.vhatevc!' co·1r::,es they ,van , lik in pnlsi\·e s.1op1J 'r:::i . In the n n ,e of 

i r e e do 1n , many fa cu 1 .. :. e ~ , e p e c i a 11 y 1 n he O i g an ti c uni • e r _ it i l! s , u n bu r den e d 1 e 111 s e 1 '-. 

of un,vanted re s pon::, i' A fact of ed 1 a io 1al lii ~oda_- is that many undergraduat s 

are offered a better lear:1in= exper1enc at so .1e of th:> -~~.all coll ges then a the 

larger and more presti-=iious universitie . Why? B at::, the gradual faculties are 

in some places the tail that \\'ags the do ; exciting pla s of specialization, but often 
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begrudging f the e::ort of training the eneralist undergraduate. So many youn p ople take a c t1ri,e here -".:ctd there and littl of it 1s r lated to anything ls in any meanii gful fasion. All of it te:-.rls to be specialized. Consequently little uf it 1 'r levant', desi ned for the person ':ho ·.,.·ants to be a oen rali t, \·ho has taken liberal arts 111 order to be a more sensitive per.sc:1 and wiser though not necessarily learned. What I have b en 
:- 2. ted by th 

the fir b t burg mg cl _.sen ts broke out 01 the B • reley am pus. lt \\ as called the Free Spe ch 

xpe r ence at B 1~keley. Four or fi e y ar s ago one of 

Mov rnent. I had r.:c.ny oals and complex e1 ds, but be aus of the personality of th Chancellor of Califo:r:1ia's universities, Mr. Ke rr, one of the issues which emer ed was a determination that ~:--:e stud nt should no lonue r be an IBM pun h card, a nameless face, a cipher, who ook large lecture courses, who sat with a thousand others to take examinations and who never really met and studied with th senior men on the faculty. The only two result of all the faculty committee meetings which met subsequently to improve Berkeley's c-•rriculum were: ad cision to eliminat all survey and cours 
requirements o the - 1dent was presumably free to have th education h wanted, and a petition to the administration to reduce the teaching load of faculty members. 

Some ha ·e adn.:r·ed the truth of this analy. is, but said, 'It do snot probe deep enough. 
1 

The clai.c: :: at the frustration tha many liberal arts students f el develops fron, the fact that he:r education is essentially usel ss. Such training only lead to a dead end. Tho e '- he .s udy a particular profe s ·ion al di cipline or 'do" a particular science end with a piece of pap r which allov:s l em to proceed in th field of their choic . They reco nize the re e\·ance of their ·couses o tneir goal. 
But, as CWRU wryly p1 t 't o :c:e, 'with m: Bachelor of Arts in En lish and ten cent I can buy 

ne vounaster at ✓ 

and read the . - \\· York Tin1es.' 

Our societ_- has ~o tructured itself that he university has been transformed from a place of broad and liberal learning to a place of apprentices hip in the specific require-ments of a particular trade. Whether it is the social services, ~overnment, ednC';it· rm 
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or business, these insti1.·_:ions expect the colleges to pr pare their p rsonnel. Wh n a 

college offers "..:.pecialize c:. training, a school systern or a corporation does n t have to 

invest that part of its b c..;et in 'on-th -job' trainin -r . Today, a youn° p rson \vho 

presents hir.1~~i: to a pe:-sonnel officers \Vith a Bachelor of .Art;:, in Philosophy, the 

credentials of ar-: almos educated hun1ltn b ing , has nothin 1 0 oing for hi1n. Why? 

Becaus e that corporatio:-_ or social an "ncy rnust invest tin and mon y in his further 

training. His general -:--_o\vl dge 1 a no casl value to tl 1 -i . Such being the cas \V 

would do \Vell o ask our selv s whether we ar \vise in directing so many of our young 

people to\vards the libe:-al art . Why do \Ve s nd them? We r cognize instinctively th 

value of ha vi some ca:: olic and specific inforn1.ation about th \Vorld in which he ill 

be a citizen. But \Ve ha-,-e structured the job market against such a diplomate and w 

are consigning students :o many frustrations \vb.en e suggest they follow this cours • 

We have two alter:-iatives. We can either crange the hiring patterns of our 

institutions so that the_r ,vill welcome the generalist and provide him training for a 

specific task after he has be n hired, or \V can bandon all our proud talk abo 1t 

the humanistic aims of e ducation nd admit that our coll es are trad schools and 

that the only rea on for enrollino is to prepare one I s self f r he job mark t. Quit 

frankly, the yo-;..ng per~ on \ ho graduates from Cuyahoga Community Colleg \vith a 

t'X-ro -year de2re in c o:-:-.puter or medical technology is far better off in the job market 

then the ~rad :.a:e fro~-. ~ rvard or Chi ago \Vi.th a Bachelor f Arts d 0 r 
in Sociol gy, 

T l ere - re n-ian · - ud nts and many proble1ns and it is ti.1ne \\ looked at the 

studen poptlat·on anc :3a\\" its \·ariety and reco nized its var1ou probl ms. There is 

no single desc::.--iption : The Undergraduate, pelled \vith a c pital "T" and capital "U
1

'. 

Some of the:: re \.vise and some quite foolish; some full of talent, some quite ordinary; 

some hi~h- 1inded an~ ~ome quite vulgar; some fortunat enou h to know ,vhere they are 
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go ng and happily at wori-c getting there, some burdened by our preconc ptions of \Vhat 

2.. ~olleg education sho ld be, and frustrated. 

We must free our .... elves of s01ne of the c:Jeneralizations, pro and con, \vhich e 

::0id , sometimes sin1ul taneously, about student s . On the one had we say they are spoiled, 

a:-_ • .... ngrateful lot, ill-manne red, going to pot, both fiourat;._vely and literally. On the 

o ~:ier hand we say: they are the most hones, idealistic and genuine group in our society, 

i:rie only group which has not co m promized, our real hope and our key to American sal-

-atlon. Generally, we fail to recognize one simple truth. They are people quite like us, 

heir to all limitations and privations which are our mortal lot. Some of their problems 

are institutional. Son1e of their problems are quite personal. Some of the problems 

can be solved and other are beyond solution. 

Much more, of course, can be said on the subject. But I would like to spend a 

fe\v moments discussing that element in this pictu re which is special to us. W had 

b etter analyze and understand \Vhy a large, and even predominant numb r of th student 

left \ving is Jewish. Why is this? What does it mean? First off this fact is neither 

pre judicial nor perjorative. There is much that is archaic, anomalous, and even evil 

1:-. ou r society. Blessed in the man who will not be patient \vith inadequacy or injusti.c 

T nank God that many young people are dissatisfied \Vith racial ghetto s an<l pious cant 

and diplomacy by brinkn1anship . It must please 1s that a lar numb r of our sons and 

dac..ghters are politically acti .· ; and if they move faster than \Ve do, the brunt of criticis m 

is directed against us and not aaainst them. W must ans\ver for onr foot drag ing and 

rel ctance. If they speak impatiently of our tendency to rationalize, to justify, to con1-

promise, and refer to committee, if they want action, that, too, 1 cornmendable. We 

l:\-e in a chaotic and revolutionary age and unless \Ye pick up the pace of reform \J ·e \ ill 

not move ahead fast enough to avoid that explosive change \vhich is destructive and violent. 

But, having said this, some other things must also be said. What has the burning of a 
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profes - ~' s r esearch t o ,._o , ith th search for jus tic ? What ha s the breaking into 

a Dean' s Jriv at files tc do \Vith social r form? What has 1.rul arity, cursing, gutt r 

language to do \vith civi : riE7h ts? It is one thing to b impatient, it is another to be a 

boor. one thing to : :1. sist that \Ve mo for ard fa s ter and it is another to read 

out of t ;:e h uman race ::-.:- s ,vho se only s1n is that they di not agree with you. 

So~e of us have a. :endency to rationalize and justify the actior s of the dissenter 

without carefu l and obJ e cti ve analysis. They are young . They are our O\vn. Many 

of their causes seem t o ":) e our O\vn causes. We hear what we think they are saying 

not \vhat they are say1n :;. We h ar social reform when they are talking revolution. We 

hear 'a larger justice' , ·hen they are spe aking contemptuously of due process and law 

and order. Shall we ap?laud when some of them raise the red flag of nations under 

whom repression and censorship flourish. Do not we Jevvs know what life under such 

a flag has meant and means to many of our people. Those who raise that flag, who 

justify h e manipulatior_ of people and who extol violence as a political means are not 

speakir: ::: our language ::or sharing our vision, and it is time that some of us stood up 

and aid, 'here we par- company. Yes, I believe 1n progress. Y s, I believe in 

immed:. cacy. Yes, I ::J eliev that th American system m 1st be reformed but not your 

way.' ~trel') \Ve Je\vs i<no\v hat a dictators11ip of the left can be as v1c1ous, censorious, 

and c o:: tcmptuous of h·: n1an di a nity as any dictatorship of the ri ht. 

- .. : s ti1ne, al o that \Ve recognized that the re i. s some pa tho lo g _r involved in 

this a :: -it\· . Studies a _ those \\·ho ha e proclaimed themselv es alienated and drop-outs 

shov; -:.at perhaps fif ·_: percent l)ave had a history of serious psychological difficult : 

before : r e age of 15. Some of the ugliness and ,·iolence of their protest is nothing more 

than a collecti\-e t~mpcr tantrum, a venting of their private den1on . Th noble \vords 

are sir. ply a mask of respectability over their churning and cornpulsions. 

I an1 not saying ~hat most or even a significant majorit of the radicals are 
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evidence of such pathology but I am saying that some are. Am not saying that a majority 

of those \vho are demonstrating are disciples of ideologies which are alien to everything 

which are tradition stands for; but I am saying that some are and I am saying that some 

radicals flaunt and violate every discipline and sanctity which our tradition has affirrned. 

Let me read you briefly a report by Diana Trilling on some of the activity \Vhich 

took place at Columbia last spring. There is language here \vhich I will not repeat, but 

I think you \vill get a feeling about some of this activity which \vill, I hope, destroy any 

instinctive need to justify and sanctify every form of youthful protest. 
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"At Columbia it was 1 ~1 rk Rudd who launched the a L of uni ve rs ity 

insurrection with his letter to Presidenl Grayson Kirk. Addressed: 

'Dear Grayson, 1 it announ d, as noted earlier the intention of Lhe 

Student Den1ocratic Society Lo destroy Pr sidenl Yirk's world, ·orpora-

tion, university. The letter concludes with th words of LeRoi Jones, 

'UR against the wall, ... , this is a stic k -up. 1 

/ xxxSu ch was the opening o 11 e y in a bar rage of vi o 1 n t and ab us in e 

language and behavior which was sustained through th dislurban es. 

It was not along President Kirk who was addressed, but Vice-President 

Truman, actinv Dean Coleman, the oolice and any disapproved n1embe r 

of the faculty. Rudd's response to the mediating efforts of his faculty 

was' ... ' In a Mediterranean imoortation, the revolutionary students 
"""' 

spat at oeople they disliked, including senior faculty members. An 

old couple crossing the campus was shouted at: 'Go home and die, you 

old people, go home and die.' A law ')rofessor, my neighbor, walking 

with his wife near the K~Rx campus gates, was gratuitously punched 

in the s to mac h by a passing student wearing the red arm band of his 

militancy. President Kirk's occupied offic s were ransacked, his 

personal correspondence photostated for campus broadcast. I-Iis 

waste basket was urinatedin, the windows of his office were urinat d 

out of. At a tense n1en1ent on the steps of Low Library a Barnard 

girl-den1onstrator jun1ped up and down in front of Lh faculty line Lh 

faculty were wearing their white arn1bands of pea ~ - shouting,' ... 1 

I I . . . . . . . In the oolice but another girl demonstrator bit a policeman 

in the stomach. A professor's papers were taken from his office files 

- they represented ten years of research and burned; he was an 

op~onent of the revolution. During the occupation of Mathematics Hall, 

it was debated whether or not its librar should be destroyed; althou~ this 
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plan was decided against, quantities of notes and oth rp rsonal 

pap rs were taken fron various of the faculty offic s in the building 

and s ·all red around th stairwell - because lat( r, in pr paration for 

the expeclcd bust, liquid soap was spread on the stairs to deter th 

police, hoses had to be used aid the papers becan1e an ir retrievable 

mash. The day after Lhe strike began a rn en1ber of Lhe faculLy who had 

helped persuade the President of the need for studenl :Jarticipation in 

matters of campus discipline learned that the students were erroneously 

being led to believe that the membership of their new tripartite disciolinary 

committee was self-peroetuating; when hexm then went to a strike m eting 

of radical students and faculty to explain how in the future the disciplinary 

board would be elected, his request for the olatform was refused; he 

was told Lhatthe chairman, a faculty colleague, could 'not take responsibility 

for the fhys ical safety of anyone who came with such a mes sage. 1 
- The 

most gravely injured person in the two police actions at Columbia was not 

a student but a policeman he was permanently paralyzed when a student 

jumped down on him from above. On a terrace overlooking the campus 

some students n1anaged to lift a potted tree which Ly crash d down over 

the side of the terrace -his was in the bust of May 22, when the second 

attempt was made to seize Hamilton Hall· D:t was only by good luck thal 

no one was ·illed. 

A press which could not hav been 1nore diligent in covering th 

happenings at Columbia, or less capable of getting to th heart of the 

situation, reported little of this to its public. Certainly it reported 

none of th obscenities: the proorieties of decent American middle-class 
- l 

life forbid it. But one has to asc what decent American middle class our 

public 1media can have 1n mind when they exercise this censorship. Where 
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do they locate this propriety th y are so intent on orol · Ling? The 

phenomenon being reported on was not of the gutter. This violence 

and nastiness took place at an Ivy League university. The speech 

and acts tha t o ur ne wspapers and television hid fron1 Lhe publie 

were the speech and acts of young people who supposedly r present 

the American educated classes in their n1osL arden t desire to rid us 

of the i.ndecencies of our oresent society. And on discovered tha t a 

decent proportion oft he decent American middle -cl.ass mot hers and 

fathers of these young people, as well as other en rgetic spokesmen 

for progress, supported them. Mr. (Lt. Col.) Rudd, father of Mark, 

s trod e the c amp us boas ting his pate r nit y; M rs . Rudd, mo the r of Mark, 

gave the proudec.M and tenderest of interview to the Times about how her 

sonc-the-rebel olants tu;lips in their suburban garden. Some 200 or so 

mothers and fathers of students at Columbia banded into a Committee of 

Concerned Columbia Parents to back their children and futther harry Lh 

administration." 

' ,b, " (' Mrs; Trilling's article n1ay h:!~t.e.~-~:!-a ... I have read many r porls on 
A 

the Columbia :;..ctivitiesA ach on seems to de.f>cribe 

But the mileu, the mood, the ugliness, the vulgarity, the filth, the violence, all this is 

true of all too rnany of these so-call~ activities of dissent and confrontation. 

If a disproportionate nun1.be r of Jewish youn g peoP. le a re ih'vol ved, tn w;:~.__.y 
' 

this kind of acti ity, we had better ask whj? One of the reasons may be the often 

forgotten fact that a sizeable number of the Jews who came to the United States brought 

in their emotional baggage the vocabulary and the faith of radical dis sent. Many of those 
·,,,~, e' 

who left Eastern Europe had been member~ of the Bund, of the Jewish Socialist and Jewish 
- Ft • 

had no roots inlhe traditional 

Jewish community. One of the observations which has emerged from the studies of dissent 
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1s that students Lend to take over and act on the politics of their parents, only more so. 

Some of these radical students di.d not receive a synagogue education, but wer raised tn 

radical homes and simply are continuing their home faith on the campus. 

Some, but not all. Some corn from congngati.ons such as ours; frorn homes 

such as wours and mine. We can not avoid asking ourselves what i.s ther i.n our hon1.es 

which may be conduci1:_;e to this kind of eruption? In some homes, I suppos e , there is 

trenendous guilt. The homes are fathered and mothered by those children of i1nmigrant 

parents who worked their fingers to the bone to give opportunity to their~ offspring. 

Opportunity was then spelled education. These children used that education to move up 

in American society and they succeeded. Today some are filled with guilt that they did 

not understand their parents nor love them sufficiently nor appreciated the sacrifices 

which were rra. de for them. This dammed up love is now reversed and lavished on their 

c hikren. But now love is not spelled tuition tothe City College of New York, but jewelry, 

and trips and cars, mother as the housemaid and father slaving for the child. Many 

of our children are growing up in a world which exists solely to serve them. Ma~yv are 

growing up to believe that everybody out there will hop to their command, wants only 

their good, and will do everything possible for them. Father will give up his vacation 

t o send son abroad and diminish his savings to buy daughter a car. Mother will be th 

c hauffer. No one questions what they want. What they want they get. Then Lhey 

arr1ve at the university and are thrust into the gr at big world out there where no one 

cares. The world is cold. It is not a n1ce Jewish home. They are frustrated. They 

don I t kno w how to act, so they re a c t bl:y ju n1 ping up and down in bl ind rage. They re a c t by 

tauting it out on the world and everything in th world. 'Nobody loves me anymore. 

The university doesn't love me.' All this som tin1es translates into a violent and total 

~ 

attack on the Establishment. Read, 'The World.' 

I 
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The r are other explanations. The re ts a tend ncy in som f our homes Lo 

be glib and cynical. We state th negative, rar ly the ,positive. e tear down a public 

official and denegrat a political party, but rarely talk about th ordinary decencies and 

the basic v-i rtues of the society. Children grow up around dinn r tables where all the 

traditional liberal positions are stated, thank God but, in a negatige way. 

' 
H h ars 

gossip. He hears slander. He hears bitterness. He hears vindictiveness. H h ars 

the vocabulary of an alienated people. He takes it literally. H takes it as th whol 

truth. And so he looks on his society and he sees none of i.ts virtues, buL only th v1c s h 

has been trained to see. 

How many of us talk with our childa?en about the uniqueness of the fr edom and 

J fistice in this country - a level which our people have enjoyed no place on this arth, 

ever, except in our own nation. Rc1ther we attack the Presid nt for this or that decision. 

We are £rust rated because this bill or that bill did not pass in this Congress. Fine. I 

am filled with the same frustrations, as you know. But let us paint the whole picture. 

Let us tell them why we have police and not simply damn the occasional policeman who 

commits violence in the ghettos. Let us talk about the meaning of justice under law, 

as well as of the injustices of some laws. Let's talk about feform, and about the 

virtues oft h system. Le tu s no t s i m p..y bl es s dis s e n t. L t us bl ss cons nt and 

the community as well. We do not need to agree with all of the criticisms 1df our young. 

Sometimes they are right. 0th r times they are wrong. Some ti.mes they are only 

glib. Let us engag in dialogue with them and give as good as we g t. They sa>, 
1

w 

don't trust anybody over thirty.' I am almost prepared to say, I don't trust anybody still 

in school. They n1ust prove to me that they are talking my langua e; that theyijean what 

they say!; thatthey are talking about a more hu1nane and sensitive society, and not simply 

anarchy; that they have enlisted for the long upll and not simply for kicks. I worry 

that five years from now, after all this stewing and turmoil has subsided, I will find that 

they have joined th ranks oft he fat, self-satisfied, disinterested, and disengaged. 

I 
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Judaism, my friends, teaches comn1unity and glorifi s family. Judaism has 

ai.ways taught our people how to live together in clos quarter, to rub lbows without 

pushing elbows in somebody else's ribs. We have never justifi d an individualisn1 based 

on contempt for the rights of others, or programs which s ek ton anipulate others for 

our private vis ion. Our appeal i.s to the soul of man, not to the gr ed of man. 1 We 

taught our children res pee t aid n1.anne rs as well as the pass ion for righteousness. It is 

time, perhaps long pasttiine, that we teach our children son1. of the old communal 

and family virtues. It is time, perhaps long past time, that we punished impudence and 

brought up short the young boor. That we said to the arrogant, as long as you are a member 

of our family we will speak with respect for one another or not at all. 

I am afraid that some will leave and say that I damned the young, that I 

attacked activism, and advocated clamping down. I have not. I prize the true activists, 

those who go down into the bleak ghettos and live there and tutor. I love those who 

volunteer for the Peace Corps and for Vista aid who help to create political action in 

the dispossessed communities. These I bless. And, if the strategies they decide upon 

a re not the strategies I might decide upon I still approve of them. But, I do not conse­

crate youthful bum pt uousness masking as social concern and I am deeply troubled by 

the home in which the child rul ✓ s the roost, grows up with a swell d head, and is taught 

to think of himself as the savious of 1nankind. I do not approve oft he parent who accepts 

every indignity and surliness \1lidxmtrtx without comment, or, who accepts every criticism 

df his gen ration without subjectin the youngperson's actions to a similar scrutiny. 

Let us be objective in our judgm nts, of the angry campus. Some protests are self-serving. 

So me s e r ve £ore i g n gods . So me g 1 oi if y v io 1 e nc e and not t he way of peace. Some us e 

words not to define goals but to mislead. Son1e degrade the 
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human personalily. I ortze human dignity. Some would d st roy the last vestiges oft he 

family which I believe to be tge fundamental building block of civilization. It is high time 

that we talked with our young people about the values that are truly ours. Itr is high 

time most of us talked with our youhg people about the valu s Lhat are truly ours . It is 

high time most of us get over the sense that we are son1ehow burdened by the sum of 

the sins of history. \Ve are guilty of only our own shortcon1.ing s as are our students. 

Every graduate and every unrergraduate has his own bag of shortcomings . We are 

not the outcasts and they are not the saints. They alone don;t have the vis iono The 

very prigilege of dissent is guaranteed to them because an older generation K.X: 

established the freedoms in which they project dissent. 

We lit today the lights of Chanukkah. The Maccabees fought for freedom. 

God willing, all of us will fight for freedom. Freedom is not anarchy. Freedom 

is not contempt for human dignity. Freedom is not contempt for community. Freedom 

LS not simply the destruction of all that surrounds you. Aft er the Temple had been cleansed 

the Hasmoneans, the leading figures in the re bell ion, went on to fight for kingdom, the 

crown. Many of our fathers deserted them. They were willing to fight for religious 

freedom but not for dominion. They we re prepared to fight for values, but not to hold a 

sceptre in their hands. There is a difference in causes. There are judgments to be 

made. It ts high tirne we begin to make them. 
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