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#260 CAN CIVILIZATION SURVIVE? 

The Temple 

Sunday, October 19, 1969 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 

The swaep of emotional tides have often flowed through history. One gen.ion 

can see no light at the end of its tunnel, almost loses sight of the meating of 

progress, social improvement, and the best spir,6r that generation cultivate 
0 t'SCA fJ \ ,',r El 

a~ determined, dif¾o111t J Pr stoic control oft heir will and will not 

be broken budx by might. And the average spirit of that generation becomes cynical, 

powe~-privileged, ways in which all men go about conducting t·heir business. /1-1Y/JtJtG~ 
'vl/2 '1/ r_,, e h/t'tV'~e, J i3M f /4ifr/,t,f 1 also be pessimistic ti :J fail to see the possibilitie~ implicit in 

their gene ration, they will be bouyed up by a great confident ~:ft~t hat somehow 

from the outside the god or gods will bring about an apocalyptic t ransoiJ"mation. 
I 

The Messianic age will dawn. The best spi r i t s of that age leave that city and leave 

their preoccupations to prepare themselves spiritually for the 
~/J..t;JtJ/Y 

ave rage aitizen is encouraged 

new ageJ and the 

by the fact that sages, teachers and priests tell 

him it is a glorious time at hand. 
sh'/ I (J-t'1GI~ 

And, there are certain1ges at which men are 
buoyeci 
.ha•• q> by a kind of surging confidence. They have a feeling that all is we 11 . That 

there are no problems that can not be surmounted. No obstacles which can not be 

overcome and somehow men united will do away with the ancient ills of society. 

The best spirits of this age are the social reformers, crusaders of the world. The 

average man of this age feels himself moving up the ladder, of success, encouraged 

by his mobility. lj,/1'17r't,6 
cballeft8iL_ 

One of the fascinating opportunities of history is the ocbcac•EK to describe the 
ScJAf <;;,'if I~ 

changing moods of men. And it is notf ■ i og more than idle research. Because if we 
,f-5 ,-/{) 

~ become sensitive/I how the philosophies and attitudes of other ages can be 
vtf/4y 

conditioned by their emotional preconceptions, how what passes for wisdom is ittle 
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• m:re usually than a rationalization of a gene ration Is emotional moo~ -fJtt;#/6?e Jr> 
I I 

wf ~At! gain some insight into our own gene ration, for here too, we als~ are prone to 

assume that the attitudes which are conditioned by the env~ment, a way of looking 

oi1t2S 
at things which is unique!,.. ocLs••• is/n fact/he true way. That the preconceptions 

about life and the future, which the school, the family and other media impose upon 

~ e" 1,4111' IVf 
us are , in fact, a way to understand what life truly is. ~ilti. tn 01der to keep 

our heads above the roiling waters then somehow we mu st find a perch from which 

to have our own judgment. That can come only when we can define the tides of -5e{llp; 

0
1,' attitude which runsunder our age, and judge them for what they are, rather than 

accept them as sim{iy the truth. 

I have no other purpose, this morning
1
than to attempt to chart for you one 

of the great currents of feeling which surges through our history. I would like to 

suggest to you this nnrning that we are at a time when the heavy tide of despair/ 

of anguish, of doubt and of disillusion are beginning to sweep through our history. 

Most of us tend to wonder whether there is a future. Can civilization survive? 
delighting in 

Headlines are black. Our literature is bleak~riting and detailing for us the 
the f o tf~t; 5 t',l{_.9 : 

ordinary, rather banal vulgarit;es of men ll ',The bright day is done and we are for 

\\ 
the dark. And the average man , the ordinary rran looks about him at his cities 

.) 

c hoked with people, cove red by filth, ove rlayed by violence and he wonders. He 
.) 

shakes his head and he sighs. Is this what it6m life and the future is all about? 

Is there really hope? The shrug is quite a meaningful one when he speaks his 

philosophy. I am not a prophet nor the son of a prophet, I can not describe for you 

the future, I can not tell you what it will be like and of what it will be made. But , I 
1.tfl f vnGr'< 

am going to suggest to you that if we can understand what -i.s this sense of haplessnes~ 
wh~tltt5~ wlt!7Ttl~ ,:s F11e r &~ 
-wbat ie- this sense of hopelessness, wl,e.t i.a the sense of doom and damnation, &ta rt . 

r-; /1 ,re-y I)/ hb--tlt~ l t: t;//,_----1 ~e -pa1111Lng, ~hat HI is simply an emotional moment/ I b1 or whether it corresponds 

to the truth and will make a great difference in our lives. P1J/l.1 ,'f /,i/-Ji'l.e f "tne re is 
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no futureJ IfllJ in fact, we are simply carrying on as men have always carried on 

ti11r~ 
until theii- awful day of the holocaust, then how different would our lives really be? 

,(:---~~l ~we bring children into the world to a premature death? w,{y defer 

. . I di/.'1-116 .S {?_) 
pleasures, Why build for the future if there is no future? Why hold on to :Tadaism 

vi? 
and)d disciplines if they can not make for progress and social change? Some of 

our men have answered these questions as we do not wish to see them answered. 

They have become careless of time. They have become indifferent to duty? Why? 

To what purpose is the duty? What would be accomplished? Today, tomorrow, next 

month, next year it will all end. So there aE those who , /f.a.'ff:s the current phrase, 

J ,q_J, r ~ ui) 
a.re brodght abOQ.t, and the re are those who abandon their place in society. We 

too womer. We too doubt. Can civilization survive? How much of the pessimism of 

today is merited? How much is simply a surge of anguish, of fear:-? 

That is a particularly interesting que't:ion. Because we have stood 

and lived through one of the great watersheds of human feeling. The re are those 

M,e7A) 
here this morning who can remember a more hopeful and confident age. When bbey 

had assumed that they had been placed upon the earth endowed by a kind God with 

gifts of heart and hand and mind, which would allow them to overcome any problem, 

solve any social crisis and push back the oute~erimeter of ignora~ce 9f darkness, 
& ff /fV S-& ,q_ Wtlf.(, I J_ btt I I J 

to ~igc man control of thet1J.J3teries of nature so that man eettld Pa}e hel'e upon the 
cultured 

earth. ~decent society for decent men. 
) 

We looked upon ourselves ae white/ men 
• -

pe~orming 
in a aaxbtxxB:.a.xlaboratory, the Curies, the Pasteurs of the world, Blf&XOfiA. miracle after 

miracle, each miracle opening a new door of possi'al. ity to a bright tomorrow. 

In the nineteenth and in the early part of the twentieth century long rays of optimism 

s urged through our history. 
'Q\e~ 

And well• !hight. There seemrl to be no accomplishment 

which was beyond human capacity. The century bf.gan with political revolutions. The 
~,(IV\ 

American Revolution, the French Revolution,'-"proclaimed great new doctrines of 
I\ 

liberation, freedom, equality, frate rnityJconstitdimalism. Men hoped that at long last 
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the age of special privilege ~anispecial power was at an end. Then in one of the 

great producti ,e triumphs of the industrial revolution ,>11~he middle and 

many in the lower class suddenly had the amenity of things which only peers of 

old had enjoyed. The control of infec1ious diseases was developed. We doubled 

man's life span. We gave to our children the opportunity for mass literacy, for 

a good education. The economy of scarcity became the economy of adequacy. For 
government 

the first time we laded upon /\ as something more than a system of repression 

which s,exx saw to it that the class structure which existed in the society necessarily 

had to persist. There was not enough for many, it was simply a question of 

men of good will joining together in comm-ose. There was no cesspool 

left over from the medieval world which .waa- suddenly diied up under the sunlight 

of the new age and man's new sense of power and capacity and control. Men 

walked confidently and they walked confidently away from the tial itional ties of 

family and clannish tradition which had sustained them through the dark days of 

the Middle Ages. And they walked constantly away from the traditional dutite .s ,. 
JN~ 

which they looked upon as archaic , as too limiteie. There was a bright open new 

future . Let us be free. It was a grand time. They walked proudly, walked 
t .:J!_e, 

ftS t'"T ~ IVEi6God. Then we began to think we were gods. 

We can chart this mood very interestingly in the essays and the preachings 

of the last generation. I read to you deliberately this morning from the First Chapter 

of the Book of Isaiah. The liberal pulpit, whatever its religious affiliation, echoed 

and delcared as sacred the emotional feelings which men already felt. There 

was nothing pie tis tic about these pulpits. They knew exactly where the ills we re 
w61<.G ~hf 

th!. t society suffered from. They knew that there l1ra:s/i iP~/ men and the selfish 

men and the ambitious men. They knew that many classes aere struggling to 

retain all that they had had in the past and they pointed their finger and they 

summoned man to a crusade against those who opposed unionism and those who 



• 

• -5-

opposed universal education and those who opposed the income tax, and those-' _ 
-(u.e2-s e lt1/~~'1' f}u 11, u who opposed responsibilities throughout the world. tt Wb--a puPpose)of courage, 

¥:r'ie
1
!3of convictioi; j.nd they cited again and again the great stern, ethical 

~A<Ro 
requirements of the prophets/ ~•~do 41P evil. Learn to do well. Establish 

freedom in the land! establish justice in the gates. Many responded. Pulpit and 

the pew. The writer and the reader went out to do battle for the Lord. They went 

out confidently for they read also in the prophecies, l1 it shall come to pass in the 

end of days, the mountains of the Lord's house will be established as the top of 

the mountain. It shall be exalted among the hills, and in that glorious time ~ beat into their p1t"-'N1lM~ shall JaaJt their swords aaxct plo,i.t,'shares and/spears intolflooks. -
they 

Nations shall 
Da, ll/Gf/( {Pi It 1. not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.It ?=?? ? ? ? 

g~ ~h/ ~t:/-~ it,_:::: citizens of quality and courage and ~~topian days will oHer-.,(fiJr/, 

--<{h~f,...!!/;f!ear. Join together, citizens of good will of all persuasions and of all /fff/f ude.5 
YRt< t 14-N >4 IVA-T(t'4 and,,.freate a city of decency and amenity, you can create f:Ja• Jiik~of justice and 

t'iA-''t>" 
And the Pe was 

of freedom, you can establish a v)orl. Id government and peace. 
-f;;h.~ \)J ~ 5 

the hope./:a.,w,~ePo was the teaching which be.s beQ.Q.. declared to be sacred. But, 
A-1itl,Jf 5 

unfortunately, there was a great lHtle ~erm in the prophetic teaching which was 

overlooked in their readings and overlooked in the texts. Yes, the prophets preached 

a stern ethic, cease' to do evil, learn..t to do good, proclaimat freedom unto the 
land, establish.rjustice in the gates. Ye s , the prophets t4Uc:J ~f;-- -/:;h, "I--&- /-!i- Ille,,,/ 
cease to do evil 4-[B' A-~ ,v' to do goo~ ,the re would be a good time. The re would 

~ be a good society. There would be peace and justice. They also feltJthey were 
r,iet/ -5-&t~hted and burdened with this feeling that Jab~ would not take advantEge of the 

b IS (J,J'tU s e-
opportunity which was theirs/\ The commandment was not a 

simple one. GW! a few dollars to 4'United Appeal,. ~yourt:ax.es was one which 
tRJt1Ys '5-t9~1fl'4,,', ti 

demanded radical i:efo»Rla&i.oa of the individual. A man who vo uld cease to be 

self-involved and be tl,A\\ involved in the community. A man who would not 
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u1t0 
rationalize his own advantage As that which Mt--socially advantageous. They knew _5 

t:h tr & -1:'7 p u '1 ~ It t;;; y i h ,q,d -e Vi:;: 5, b Ll-t: ~ It (<_ 
_wbeA he spoke God's word, the CommancJ_;the people a-dv~se~tba.t they see not,{\hut 

\ they hear lnot and their heart was heavy and sodden with e,,f,cess flesh.,.~nd so 
~,trtt,' ti 

the prophets spoke of hope and underscored their feeling tha/he nation 

would fall short and would be punished aid sent into exile and destroyed. And what 
shall 

about these gnat visions of the future ;when every man lllJCKDl:.li sit under his viee and 

under his fig tree and none shall make him afraid. 

of the future. rl)" --the, e1,vci (9 s- d 4-'( j 

Yes, they were great visions 

as part of the Messianic 

vocabulary of the prophets. No prophet ever had the idea, really, that you and I 

c_ L1 () v/;.;ff t Co~s'tl~d;~Ji ~- ;• 
8
t
nd 

d b "ld d 1 t d f . t 8-Y&u.,~ e or s wou arc 1 ec an u1 an scu p an use a socte y 
vJAAJ( 

which was just and p~a1:ef~L This would be G_od ~ '-"H- i'r- the f5 tV d _ \ . . of times. Thc;y hA-~ 1 \?B"l,e-S-~N' f:l,,,t;?- :;(<JU) lf5tv~rl &)/f'/19/z/• t+is-i-c,,;tv 
Tberewas0oiJ1nsioi; W/-t; flt ~,~f1-tJvt-f:- lt'/J/~ I 

;tZ:: 
until God in his own good tim~ for his own good reasons, and {he end oftilie days, 

,',v-f;{3~~f5~v 
would suddenly .cee.se., 1•d history and bring about that condition for which all 

men dream. The prophets hardly qualify as 19th and twermth century optimists, 

SGScial liberals) Jut we read them for what we wanted them to say. We read 

them to encourage us in our labors, to give us a sense that a new day was truly 

dawning and that was what God had created this world to be all about. This ·Tl!/ <P iJ d, 

of hope and of con:iidence produced some very dramatic results. In medicine, 

science, in human thought. It encouraged men to set out, to live by a stern ethical 

sense of duty. But early in this century man began to realize that the • inevitability 

of progress, the sense of immediate accomplishment by man of decency in the 

society would simply not come about. 

Look at the ~ce of the nineteenth century. There are essentially two. They 

a re both overly confident. One is Communism. The new faith of the century . ...__... 

Of what does it speak? Of the ;nevitable triumph of the accomplishments of the 
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proleta,riat. Of the inevitability of the socialist vision. In our own version of 19th 

century faith,the American version,of what did we speak? Of the inevitability of the n ii( m Jt,v ($--r 
American dream. Somehow, functimally, rationally, pragmatically euphemistically, 

men of all creeds and races of this country would unite together given the opportunity 

which was ours, and we would bring about the flowering of a great society. The key 

word in all these faiths was tpossibility'' almost inevitability. Now, man has recognized 

-t:,h P< -(J,~r; ti(, 'u #1 f' 11 > 
in the twentieth centuryA.progress is not inevitable.) .-- the great /1. & ~ the laboratories 

did not necessarily translate into triumphs in the city and farms and social living. 

fe~li 1

#J}' 
I suppose at the watershed of these seiliag~ of hope and confidence in the beginning of 

th~cfurning tide 4essimism and despaif as the First World War. A stupid war. 

A foolish war. A warJ t
1
ha~ was not fought for any basic reason or principle. A bloody 

\tJN" M ; 1, "-~..;;;,._u, e d ~ 
war, I\, A hich w.. written as a history of the fliility and the stupidity of 

human beings and those who call themsleves statesmen and diplomat':land the ,_flY f {y t1.::f-
f{9~ 

citizens who followed their banners and their leaders an ~he fatherland for the mother 

country. That was in Europe, far awa)l". 

America~by and large, continue to hold on to this naive sense of optimism and 

of confidencf Pn he 1920' s even through the great depression, that was e,y'( '( ,1,, 1 1t1Gf(t1c 
ttf'.e ~ T5fJ 

would overcome it. We call0e H a New Deal. We were antain we could organize 

c~B 
our way out of it. But then in the 1930's

4
a series of blows which no one could B.mQC blink 

away descended upon the world. There was Manchuria, the Japanese invasion of 
I 

' 0 
China. There was Ethlpia. There was the Spanish Civil War. There was the German 

march into Czechoslovakia and into Poland. There was Auschwitz and Dachau and 

'fa r/St:,MtJ 
i\,t~~~\ /\. Treb)i.nk}and twenty million dead, and half a continent reduced to ruble. 

Now mC.n really had to come to grips with their own role in the 8 creation of a society 

from which they dreamed. Were we adequate to control the power which our minds 
r 

had given into ourhands? In the nineteenth century men had talked of evolution and 
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it was assumed that man's spiritual and moral capacities would evolve, would progress, 

would grow, even as his power grew. 11tthe twentieth century, beginning with Freud, 

has forced us to ask a much more bitter question, can we ever begin to transcend 

-i'1G- l'rlYt'!l1~? tht? ,IVsr,'trt? P,11'1-/ ,/ /Z/ our behavior: Is there something 
Pl&fertsr5 

besides rationalization, sham and-;n IC a which makes us human beings, 

s omething more than creatures of greed and creatum of lusl - ~ Jc}A-fethe . 
rJ&#ed h11ve b~ed u .s 

answer is not yet clear. All the C: 0 d S to whom we11so confident! y harna pa ueQ 
1J1'0/erv't!ef yd. I :.,;- bl?.tJ'f:J/2'f I-(~ Ot/G(Z offered 
hy as as well as opportunity. /11 _., "1 

~, 0:1 so tb~pulation. Science/us the lrmmb 
teo/,,tr'oft7J-t hr1-5 J /yG;i/ Lls w,'t:'1 i,t/6 {!,fff'Y , , 
-I:, ~f' ,ncf/1-fr~ the computers, the electronic devices;f'hich originally ~tlflf'AtJtY f~l//dC'j 

~,rd control people. Industry has given us pollution. All t!Jf-t!Jaf{~ocfs have proven 

tilt their power ~s ,4-t)l{f'stwlGand not necessarilly beneficial. Modem man 5i'rt $ 
f::hA7\ vi & lj 

confidently fl Iii but little lowe fhan the ang,Js crowned with glory, with honor. 'Bii11,t J,v 

we have to look again at the prop he ts to find the 1,s t missing middle \, 

[( 1/ ..IL. to recognize that we have eyes but we see not, we have ears but we hear nof:{ ·~at 

/ k_ I 'A,Ll\.Y1'/! 1~1V~s LO somehow every man is insensitive, brutish
1 

t/rC l4"c I tr ,, JI respons,r 

to the urgencies of the hour. t, h 1 / 

bl. o?/fK I ;:b- / 5 {)/1/e"' 11/ IC-- '1 
What's for it then? 

0t1"t-
The Mol>6' we know is black/ t:- . As 1'mg aa ci:t encourages 

men to drop into their hippie pads or suburban plots, givec up in despair and our 
ll 

literature prepares us almost to expect heavier and heavier blows to morals, 

destroys any and all illusion,t ~rt makes us see nature not in its beauty but cut up and 

destroyed even as our cities are spoiling over the earth and being destroyed. And we 

don't have the rationalizations we might have had a decade ago or two decades ago 

that spell out there is a criminal element and us. That we are pure, we are the men 

of good will, we are those who can and wil(coope:a.te for the good of our city1 but'-th ft'+

-/;h~R.G' #l'l<Gthe others, JlacJPC,X the pathological, the Hitlers, the Stalins, the criminals who 

live someplace in the city and who will permit the acts of murder and acts of violenc~ 

the southerners with their gx dogs and with their police to enforce their rules of segregatio 
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Now we have to admit that we too are somehow caught up in the whole m~strom 

of evil. We, our government, we dropped the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

The banality of e V C ( is not only proved at Nurenburg, it's proved in the atomic 

ash of those cities. And what is the hidden tragedy of the war in Vietnam? It is 

that we, those of us who held on to the American dream, it is that we can defoliate 

the forest and Wf M-lv M-1 '(e land so that it can not produce and we do it with rt// -tJ; G

f( O}f P
1
'? G xaldxx rationalizationSas a sense of duty. But so did the Storm Trooper, so did the 

we young men in the Communist party. And here their are, men and women of good will 

./ th,'t1K/ in our own city) .JJ!e are Jactttalry we- capable of sitting down together and 

rationally and reasonably work out the problems of the city. 

bhu1 it was thirty years ago, or forty years ago~ We cower to walk 

the streets. We .bdlnow we are breathing cancerous agents. It is not any criminal 
~o 

who has pushed these in the air. It is the respectable people of our city who are 

conducting respectible businesses according to a respectable American formula. 

·Al\ AA ri,/ 1'-f'ft shipped, naked, suddenly aware of his own ~ f" • 1" fl suddenly cynical about 

all the great words of history , justice, righteousness, brotherhood, cooperation, 

we despair. We are caught up by the tide of pessimism. Is that all there is to lifef 
-- Ll./]~ I ~ r;: r1 '" ff 

·"1'bis sense that tim s are getting darkerJ Ji,ie bright day is done and )E'iM!!" all in the 

dark. I asked a class of young people a few weeks ago "Can civilization survive? \) 

ft " Half of them said no. None of them said to me that is a foolish question. Can 

c ivlization survive? Not if we give in to the sense that it is / tJ ;> {. Those who will 

give in to it, and their actions can be traced in the last generation, those who give in 
, \ ../ tV a,\?' es-

t • t • • • 1 t t t • • t • t t f1 v, O ~ 1 o 1 are given to 1rrationa ac s, o urning aga1ns soc1e y, o 1~ anguage 
A (}fl /Y'r~/ ~ ~ ~ y~&¢ /I 6 IS:-

to,t be pa rt of the tYt7a~l(f~ays in which social reform and social revolution in fact do 
take place. What shoucid encourage us? What can allow us to hold our heads above this 

surghg tide of frustration? 
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In the, first instance the fact that our world is chan~ux ed. We have in the last 

seventy-five or hundred years created and brought in to being the greatest social 

and economic revolution mankind has ever known. We have almost turned the economic 

pyramid end on end. Time was when economics was a dismal science and there was 

enough only for the few and the many necessarily had to be l<..6/r with inadequacy. 

And then we produced a world in which ma-,,j.y could share tedFrh'vt!,/f E5lii 1,(1:t we 

bM~ nJf- ,4 Conte&1n,'11ft(t-, wh1 ~k 
£0;7SAt~ economic and political revolution

11
came into being where many can share in 

the business of government and governement need not be si •llll>lY the imposition of 

j.Jfe'b~ I -

authority above, law and order and to see that the p.olk-e, / f/i ?" ff/r JI ; /17-5 

the serfs,~he laborers are kept /
111/ J / IV e:'. We have brought helll:h and healing 

w hCJtt? A(/ t9 s-
to our bodies. And we have brought about an educational revolution . Marrr (ff our 

children can be trained up to the limits of their capacity. Much has happened but not 

enough. We took a<M ntage of the change. We took advantage of our industry of our 

·'; t?wt 
s cienceO our power Ml-d"'we did not always use our minds to watch carefully to prevent 

abuse, to create the new laws, the new philosophy which would allow us to understland 

the dimensions of the revolution and use it advantageously. 

What 'fro I saying? I am saying simply this. Civilization can survive. We may 

squeak through. We have new powess . We still have our capacitie.9'. There are still 

those who live saintly lives, whose lives are devoted to service Bk to others, to Vista. 

SG~8',n~A 
to the Peace Corps, to their city. But, unfortunately, most of us listen tb these "'$ 

1 L ✓,;ef t t,9 t It &S G° 
} (5 \ e;, analyses of the times, even as our fore fa the rs did in Judah, 28 to 2900 years ago, and 

11 
nod our head in ag_reement, and that is the beginning and the end of it. Our lives are 

continued on the exact same basis which they were before. Why do we have a new 

surge of radicalism in America? Because the urgency is aH_a.arent to all those who are 

t;o 
not blind. Because we do things as we have always done them, 99% for ourselves, 1% for 

, J L J tl-,,',/1$ • 8e-<J1tuse "-
our cornmunitie s pr~yided it ilt tax deductible, I 5 f1' {} T W t:J /tl',I / wltat we de i.11. • LV 

l t>n11+/tru t3f b o ""' '°It/ ~ I\ our lives t awards professional success, towards social achievement, t award the 
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gaining of respectability is to continue a way of life which is no longer viable 
ft ;,GV~¢t-h /ti 
~ decade.ef"Ehe twentiet~ century. 

ve1/ 
The re is only a tft-1.4:y narrow opening 

//1/ b t /JI ~I_ 0. A ,J to the door to the future. There are tremendous problems ~ "'1 ·'L" rr l 'E6t:?",t/ r-
-M=u1t~ 

to continue our politics as usual, society as usual, business as usual, education as 
I\ 

usual, religion as usual, is to guarantee we will not get the re. ' , --fht? -t, 111 ~ l 5 
J am tired now and the needs are u~nt. We used our powers to unlock the 

secrets of nature. I am convinced that we could use our powers to unlock the secrets 

' of our own resources) ~chance to create a rew life style, a new decfJcation, a new set 

of priorities, a new set of commitments. But, I confess, also, that I hear many 

speeches urging this but I see very little evidence of it. 
I. 

L( ke omc the tides of hi wto ry 

we come , we hear, we go. Like the prophets of history we speak we urge we are 

burdened in a terrible sense of the shadows. 
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