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TERRORISM 
Daniel Jeremy Silver 

October 22~ 1972 

In Belfast and Londonderry they are called the IRA. In the Phillipines 

they~Te called the Huks. In,uruguay and the Argentine they're called 

the Tupamaro. In Quebec they're called the PLF; in Syria, Lebanon and 

·Egypt they're called the Black September group or the Popular Front .for 

• t'he Liberation of Palestine .. • In Chicago they 're called the Weather Men· 

and the de Mau Mau. In West Germany they're called the Bader-Meinhof 

group, in Japan they're called Rengo Sekigon. These disparate groups, 

.. --

'1N 

from many parts of the world, deal in kidnapping, ~ombi~g~ terro~~ 

lerrare; the Latin word means to frighten; and these groups have 

frightene~ a good part of the civilized world. Free societies do not 

know how . to deal with violence whic_h • erupts suddenly out of the Bark and 

disappears into the dark. We're troubled and disturbed and not sure 
• 

what to do. 

I'd like to address myself this morning to <-1zr WAQer&ta~diagaof 

this phenomenon, its social pathology, be.cause we are going to be 

called to deal with it. Unfortunately, it's here to stay. Terrorism 

is part .of the turbulence of modern life and I'm ·afraid that sweet 

reason, the instinctive response of decent folk, is not always adequate 

to comprehend or control this 'Jli'(tf~~i;°;;;:-.:t'M s.:,PemonoJ:Ogy-;. bilP- '8-~ deal 

here with the dark spaces of the soul, the shadowed parts of the human 

psyche, which are not amenable to reason or to well-intentioned efforts 

to social reform. 

I will take as my jumping-off point an article written by Tom 

Wicker ~t two days after the most headlined of all~ the terrorist 

acts this year, the attack on Israeli athletes in the Olympic Village 

in Munich. Tom Wicker is a man whose compassion and whose sensitivity 
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I hold in esteem. I suspect that his reactions mirror those of many 
• ' " ·. ~ ~\ _ ,. ,. ,. , ,~.,I \ 

d e-Gen't. -:-f VdJ-- I believe his reactions to have been wrong, and I 
, A 

would like to argue with them. Hopefw.ly, hoJ.din.g.. this ,a.;r,.gume.t1t .a,y 

shed som~ l io-ht on .-·t.his -phenomenon o•f. vio1·ence". Wicker began his 

article, which he called "Tl'\e Seeds of Terrorism, 11 by saying that he, 

of course, deplored and was saddened~~d by the reprehensible 
• I .,.. • ' t' ~ } •ti ) IC. f\ ___ _f • I(' •_:__y 

violence- i!f.i. the Olympic ga.rqes. His shock, his sadness arid his feeling 
. f' e..e \ ; ),.\ o s • 

of moral outrage are .as honest and genuine as~ouf's?(but then he continues! 

.those who most strongly condemn the Arabs who precipitated the incident 

can hardly be satisfied with the outcome apparently precipitated by 

the West German police in the airport shootout. Earlier reports at 

least raised the question whether the death of the hostages was worth 

the killing and worth the apprehension of the terrorists, where the 

best resolution of the problem was a violent showdown rather than con­

tinuing every feasible effort to negotiate the hostages' release. 

This is the same question raised by the death of so many prisoners 

and hostages in the hail of New York State police gunfire at Attica -

the tragedy of the anniversary of which will fall just next week." 

Wicker feels that, whenever possible, we ought to bend to the demands 

of the terrorists~!~ ~o-u..s~iolenf:e ...... to-achiea,e .~neir--end.s since 
I f/ N c .G. e nT b y ch ct.'<'lc. e. 

it is a consummate tragedy that i:~,o·lc;~,~~1~s, people who S'im-P,l~ctlappe.i 
'l 0-\' -?..., . 
~.o.e caught up in the net of violence . should have to pay with their . , 

lives for the intransigence of governments in not giving in to the 

demands which are placed upon them. 
1

~· I will return to -~ point, for · I ~p.ete disagreemeatl .... 

,,, { Wicker goes on to say that.....cb~oual,¥., eff.orts must be made to deny (..p .. 

. 
the hostages pla~es of safety where they can hide and regroup1 arm and 

train themselves. He then speaks of the political ditticulty or 
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-
(1 •; f - I ) . : - • 

persuading Arab goverrunents to deny such centers-to the terrorists, 
'T~t..( (!'. 

because of their popularity in the Arab world or because the Ar..a:b 

governments find them a useful and convenient tool for certain policies 
\ 'a, lie.,' c;_ 

of their own and; of course, that's true. Wicker ~s ea w :flP•att of 

the difficulty of imposing international sanctions on governments which 
\ 

harbor the terrorists, -becaus~ny-g~~~ents--support groups ·~abeleQ 

~errorist s ·~oy othe~ government~ nd because the divisions of our world 

make it impossible for interpational sanctions to be successfully im-
. H ~ (. __, '-'--- Lt · ~ .' 

posed and, of course, this is true. ~~sio-11 ie th~cond 

_paj,nt:::tti-th wh.ich I dj sa.gra~: "So it is a good deal easier to call for 

something to be done than to say what that something should be. De­

fensive measures such as those President Nixon has pledged for Israelis 

traveling in America are certainly necessary. West German security 

provisions of the Olympic Village appear in the first reports to have 
--

been sketchy at best, but no adequate defenses can be erected that 

will always thwart fanatic terrorists willing to die for their cause. 

That is the heart of the matter. Whether it is the strange mixture of 

religious and political animosity in Ireland,· or radical Americans 

bombing banks and university buildings to bring down 'the system,' or 

obscure tribes slaughtering one another for obscure (to outsider) 

reasons in Africa, or Palestinians acting by any means to recover a home­

land they see as stolen, profound religious, political· and racial 

faiths can stir men and women to the mo~t unreasoning pitches of action 

and response. When such people will not hesitate to d~e for their 

beliefs, however strange or distorted those beliefs may seem to others, 

they will seldom hesitate to take the most drastic and outrageous actions 

to defeat those who stand in the way. The cause justifies any and 

everything; ultimately, the cause consumes canmon humanity. That is 

why the only . thing, finally, to be done to end Palestinian terrorism 1s 
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to find some means of resolving the profound conflict that produces it." 

• i "'·ob~-iou·s{y, the --~~~-~{i~-t I. b~-t;~~~ Il;;it~l . ~h~~ttec~A~ab world ought to be 

resolved, but I question whether the resolution of this conflict would 

in any way reduce the level of terrorism in our world. 

Let's examine these poinxs one by one. Mr. Wicker's first point 

is that we ought to do everything possible to avoid injury of innocents 

who are trapped in some flareup of terrorism,~bv1QJJSJ..0c5 :thi& srxel.f.la-sbe . . 
~JTe. His point of view is shared by most Americans, ~11.»J.y__Alaiti£in. 

We've had to deal with terrorism, largely in terms of skyjacking, and it has 

been relatively easy for us to give the skyjacker half a million dollars and 

the plane and let him fly to Algeria, knowing that the Algerian government 

would the next day return the plane and a few days later would return the 

money, and little wo~ld be lost except one unwilling citizen. But I=-ttosdrr. 

I suspect that the spectacular increase in highjacking is direct~y due 

to the success of the highjacker. If we had taken repressive measures 
' 

and not given these people the notoriety which comes with success, the 

headlines by which they lived, the epidemic of skyjacking might have 

abated long since. Less,not more;l.ives would be endangered. For these 

men are little men who desperately need to be seen, to be acknowledged, 
I 

to wield power. It's that one moment of power which they seek, and it's 

the success of another skyjacker which gives them the courage to try. 
; "' /~ N 1 LA; \a ... ~- /\(l.t,~'.. .\IC r {, ;,'I/~ i,j'( .. Ci'\h.. _., . 

A When America was faced with terrorist uprisings in our prisons 
l h:· 

and whe.n prisoners demanded, as they did in Washington two weeks ago, 

not only prison reform but personal freedom, we didn't give it. To have 

done so would have been to exchange one set of innocent victims for 

another set of innocent victims. When you have men who are known to 

be violent and you free them, you release the warden and the guards whom 

they hold captive, but how many innocent people will later be attacked 

because those men were released? Is this not precisely the kind or 



_ .. 

equation which the Israeli government has had to balance? The demand in 

Munich was that two hundred men who had infiltrated Israel and planted 

bombs and committed murder should be released from Israeli prisons. 
r-. ,. ' , , • ' . '., t _) :·A C°\..-4) , 

' Israel mie:ht have gained the release of eight 1ir¥e.s in li4uniel'l ay.::J>eleat.ing 
(\. 

tbsoe-two h~reQ ~erre1ast-s. But how many other innocent lives would 

have been lost when these men again had guns in their hands and their 

courage was redoubled by the knowledge that, if captured, they would soon 
~ 'j,...(... L \ - ) 

be released by companions who would take Ia:aaa½i- hostages. That game 
I" . 

would go on and on with little danger to the murderers. That's the kind '"" 
~ • L / JI "f L. ~4' ~ -.St.- P ~ <:..:. 1'"'-~ \4-"'<-"- c.~,,, '~9'- ---~ of decision that the Israeli government faced and the reesen fGia wRa.t men -

~(., --' ~,~,, , "°'--' A•"~· f\P,,, ' " ,~-.-,Ar 
of sweet reason ,£ ._t~ Tq~y-okep o:C our ~ld, e<ffli~inm e oa J l Israel's 

' 
intransigence~ p~ar·15?· ;rt1e:n--t;neycha!ve ne2& faecd4-!ie co) a ;t~$lil-~ies 

-;i._ -c 

In 1970 the FLQ, Front for the Liberation of Quebec, kidnapped a 
~ ~ 

British trade official by the name of cJft... Cross and the Quebec Minister 

of Labor, Mr. LaPorte. They held these men for several weeks;~ 1k7 

demanded great sums in ransom and the separation of Quebec from Canada. 

During that particular incident the London Economists published an 
iv,,~ ~ 1J .. ,:. .... , , ,v. it~IT'-,>, ,..':> £1.P.l'~-,~lt-: 

analysis which_,. si 00@ it a]O€'S£PQt a"a) wi~ Israels and-----"t.be '.ttt'ab=--wo-rld 

arai ~~e~g~e ==:em:ot.ion.~_grp to- JUJ. suggest bL:.Qooler 

j~ .. , "What has happened in Montreal .and is happening in a lot of 

other places, too, is the increasingly indiscriminate use of violence 

for the sake of increasingly inprecise political objectives. It 1s the 

uncontrolled in pursuit of the undefined. The other word for it, of 

course, is terrorism. The terrorists are the people who reject the 

idea that it should be possible to set some limits on the use of force 

in settling political quarrels. Men have spent a good deal of history 

in trying to impose such limits. The limits have never been accepted 

by everyone and they have often been violated, but they have done 

something to make life a little less anarchic. One such rule ot the 

' 

I 
I 

I 

' 

I 

I 

\ 
I 
I 

I 

' 
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t umb was t he not ion that t here oue ht to be a clear connection betweec 

t he grievance that ma kes people resort to violence and the targets of 

their v i olence. 

That is why feudal theoreticians said that single combat was a 

suitable way of settling the thing and why, when that had long 

since failed to catch on, the eighteenth century tried to confine 
\ 

war to a test of strength between uniformed armies and why, when 

that failed too, it was at least thought proper to make a 

declaration of war against the people you were supposed to have it 

out with.The technique of the terrorist snaps the last constraint. 

The people the terrorist kills or threatens to kill if his demands 

are not met are more or less random victims. Their chief qualification 

for being selected is that they can be gotten at. 

It is not only the Canadian government that finds itself 

stuck for an answer to the "anybody 1s fair prey" game. There 

are half a dozen Latin American countries where left wing 

revolutionaries and right wing counter terrorists have polished 

the trick of whipping the man off . the pavement-remember the murdered 

German ambassador in Guatemala - and disappearing with him to some 
e 

undefinable hi~out in the ·city. The Palestinian highjackers go about 

their work in a different way, but the aim is the same. To get 

control of an airliner full of people who have nothing to do with 

the Palestinian•s quarrel with Israel and threaten to blow them to 

pieces unless the governments do that which the highjackers say. So 

far the Weather Men and the Black Panthers have·not pulled off a 
. 

political kidnapping in United States. It will be surprising if they 

do not try, the Black Panthers have the same immediate aim as the 

Palestinians and the FLA - the release of friends held in prison for 

previous .acts of violence - and they can see the advantage ot an 

operation that promises to make a sentence ot imprisonment more 
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or less a formality. There are men in Ulster and Dublin and other places 

who have similar motives, who can make the same calculation. A cabinet 

minister or an ambassador will fetch a fine price; if you can't get 

one of thos~ a mayor or businessman will do very nicely; anayeven if that 

is beyond your reac~you can play on the heart strings of public 

opinion with anybody who·has a family and friends who want to see 

them whole again. There must be a lot of men around the world who 

have noted the Palestinian success and the cat and mouse game in 

Montreal, who feel the temptation to copy the examples that have 

been given to them. 

It is tempting because it -is the cheapest known way of 

enforcing your political ideas and because so far it has worked. The 

only thing you need for a success'ful campaign of modern terrorism are 

a handful of brave or unfeeling tough( organized in tiny squ~ds 

operating almost independently of each other, a few cupboards of 

small arms and explosives, and somewhere to hold your captives when 

you have got them. There is not,shortage of the necessary fanatics: 

desperate, obsessed or unblanced men, encouraged by the rhetoric 

of the new left and the trendy talk about violence being a r,flgm of 

communication. There are enough guns on. the market in the world 
f" 

to equip an army corps of gue*llas. The warren of a modern 

Western city where the police keep order in the streets, but have got 

out of the habit of poking into people's houses, is a fine place to 

hide people. This is why in the West terrorism has come out or the 

country into the cities; the country is too easy to keep an eye on. 
r 

An~once the hostage has been grabbed1 the gue~lla knows that the . 

television and the newspapers ·will do the rest of the job tor him, 

provided they stay uncaught. The motives or the people who practice 
~ 

urban gueip.lla war are as much a psychological problem as a 
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political one. But the things that make it possible for them to 

operate - weapons, the environment, the publicity - are what a liberal 

society has given them. 

And, of course, the result will be a curtailment of some 

of the advantages of living in a liberal society ... But sometimes 

the precautionn will fail to work! The hostage will be taken and the 

dance of negotiators will begin all over again. It is necessary,too, 

to say a hard thing about what may have to happen then. There is 
. 

nothing a minister fears more than the moment when a man's life 

or death depends Qn his decision. The instinct is always to give 

in to the kidnappers or the highjackers/and get the hostages out 

and then hope faintly that it won't happen again. But the odds 

are that it will. It is success; not failure that breeds imitation. 

The act o~ terrorism which succeeds in getting convicted men released .. 

from prison or b~ngs in a pot of ransom money, is providing new/ 

resources for future acts of terrorism. There will come a point(-

• it may have come already/- when the probable death of one or two 

men has to be reckoned against the likelihood that a lot more people 

will face the same threat if the government gives in. Of course, 

kidnappers may not carry out their threat if they are defied. 

Defying them is something that very few governments have yet the 

nerve to try. It has to be tried. This is, after all, a kind of 

war, and in war every decision is a calcul.ation/ or a .hope, and 

life lost now will prevent a greater number of lives being lost later." 
of The Israeli government, almost alone amQRg the governments 

~c. " ♦. ~ I °' l \ i ( 
of the world, has fo~!Gll~ .aelf to make the hard decision. Israeli 

.S ~ ... 7 .- ~ .. 6 ~ ~ f) ,. c. ~ \ { ~ (J .', .. ,~ J l' t. t< _.,, R • • 
acts' have endangered passenger~ on a.: plen8a!whe11 rihe:re~ .. std,Qf;tfUt': 

There oWalil :-- ~nni-"'a-hi but :t. ~tter. -ot9.~~tec't1ng" twe-....,,acit home 
' 
from a compnay· o:r-guerrl ~1:as w· o .woul~ agajJ\ pe tza ... to~ -their 



Isra ~li touehness has thrown some fear into the hearts of the men of 

rrcat courage who shoot from the dark with masks over their faces. 
'~ ~ I • .. ( ,£ , . . ,. 
eeo _' .. ly few acts of terrorism have been directed against Israel by 

r the guerrilla e~s themselves. More and more they've resorted to 

dupes to the foolish and the disturbed of the world. Did you see the 
\ 

little article in the pap~r on Saturday last about a Frenchman named 

Guy Bouchard who was implicated in the planting of a bomb at the El Al 
.. 

counter at Orly. ~pn't ~ o t-he 1nanz _ie~ Guy Bouchard is an 

unemployed Frenchman who en~ had worked for Air France. Apparently he 

had an argument with the airline and was found and asked by the guerrillas 
;) ~)-• tL 

t0:=take....a--:-b-o1M~ rand to plant J:.~ near the El Al counter. Bouchard is 

unemployed. The money was attractive. He had a grudge. He has no 

interest in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. And what does this 

great hero do? He asks the girl who's in love with him to leaye a·~ 

package J ""' the counter. Of such heroism crusades of terror are made. 

This year the Israelis have captured two pairs of simple-minded girls, 

two French girls, two Italian girls, who had been picked off the 

streets of Paris and of Rome by Arab gigolos, bedded down for a 

while, then given plane tickets to Lydda, and asked to carry a case 
• 

or a transistrql radio filled with explosives on to the plane. Israel's ... 
t\<... (-{•t-_ · :,.S.U .. ' IL.('~ 1.~: 

l~~ge_of~fQar nas transmitted itself to the Black September group. 

They know that their lives are at stake if they undertake ~--ez.::ae,g1n acts 

of terror against Israel, so they resort to bR■■e surrogates/i I 

doubt that there is any other way of dealing with terrorism but to 

attempt to suppress it, to punish those who engage in it, not to give 

'in to it. Repression does not eliminate crime, but it may limit it 

because the disturbed those who want their moment in the sunlight, 

don't want that moment to be in the grave. They want to live to enjoy 

it. 
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t-Jhat about Mr. Wic ker's.. St*0£>nd. content:i:en, -tl;a.e- argument that 
~ ; - -- . 

I _. •"' J ,J ! ' '-' l-...: •.,.. --i:--:---

e l i min at i nf the a&&umed cause of the guerrillas will eliminate terrorism? 

This arr:ument comes from a good hea:rt, ,and it's obviously true that if we 
-- . 

\ . , ~ , . <. • ~ • 1 I 1... 1 ..... .. 1\ l.,. • 1 l ( co \. ., \, 

could r~ov~ __ a nJ1mhar ::tYC-: ... ~al -e_enf l i ct s in tftie T:;.'orld we would 

make a contribution to peace. But I doubt that we would eliminate 
p. / -I c: \ ' 

terrorism. Terrorism does not exist ~im~y because there is a Palestinian-
... . . 

Israeli conflict. -~ a=-1ntr±t-t:r.-:-:ne.,,.1-~ G~f=;;pfaG:.._,.,...4+-~ 1he Popular Front and the Black 
. . 
~ V ,lfl\. • • , N~ ~· 

September group have "v.Sry little to do with the Palestinian cause . 

Those who held the hostages in Munich were not Palestinians. They came 

from Iraq, Syria and Algeria, and were buried in Libya. ~hey wer• not 

~~ns. As a matter of fact, the Palestinians,who do have some 
,1tb""-~ \. ·~el, . ,_ _ ... _. , , .. \ /-,~r, ~ ....... ·, t-.iJ 

very legitimate -neeae in trhis wett£Ei fer a ceff.aln degree of: &overeignty _ 
luNtJ~ li 

aoo=s:e-1£ dete:cmi rat i an wbictbtl;.~ Pot ~~=zJgy,. have rejected these 

groups as · their champions. The Blac_k September gang is a radical Arab 
(4.~ l . ~) t-P. ln \Lih-, J "' 

aeti0n.=g.0up wl ich is out to unseat" the Arab governmentsc w-ho ar- Aet-: suit 
I li-:""' { t-<~ iii Irk.~:{ I h. l 

t~~o1irti,eM: ueeds. The=se-agiaeups set out to overthrow the Hashemites 

in Jordan and the Democratic coalition in Lebanon, to establish power 
f C: L :,,. <... ~-J. (._ t l ~ ~ 

bases for a new kind of -raai:eal revolutionary Arab e;o110Pnment teibj.Qb is 
i:.. t l\i ti'\./( l(; :i- lr-t-l .\ l_:. <.;, ,.... /-} tl; ti~ . A1 (.• ~ < ,v •i'f"' /1 ()p {? 

~:t:tlE5S!:~~·*1ng . . Most of tb9 aetio.ns:::0£ these Arah terrorists ~ve 

been d~rect~g towards topplios Hus&eia; who had ta f1ght a c1vil war to ~--
expel 4 tbero froRP HLB::.eoun~ry. Both Syria and Egyp~ W-AE> use the Popular 

h":-t · 
Front for their own purposes l;la:ve seeQ to it that they cannot organize 

£:,,t li:=- ;,.· 1-n,~ -n-4

umr;, rers in their country. i o The guerrilla _are~ to the eetab~ed 

( >>" ~ 
Is.r.ael..- A&-a--matter of f~~t:,= tg&f u~e the Israeli oeuee largely to -
give them a certain ktn• ef credibility in tl.a:t .we»ld. It's a way of ,. 

attracting support. We must recognize that those who attach a cause to 

their terror need not be primarily concerned with the success of that 

cause. Israel 1. a me&AB to an end,-- a mewls wrflc!fi leids to power, 

headlines;- statas:-&n4 EIC'cepta:bility. Americans, unfortunately, tend to 
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take a romantic view of violence. It comes from the movies, perhaps 

it comes from our past; whatever it comes from, we tend to assume that , 
I , 

there's .some cause behind violenca·· -and--=-so, w-hen President Kennedy was 
assassinated, we appointed a Warren Commission which deliberated for . , ,,r.., 1 
months to discover why Lee Harvey Oswald murdered the President of the 

\ ~ ~ . 
United States. We looked for a left wing conspiracy. We looked for a 

right wing conspiracy. We looked for any kind of a conspiracy. There 
had to be a cause. And there was no cause except Lee Harvey Oswald's 

own frustrations. He was a little man who wanted to be known. He was 

an insignificant man who wanted to shake the world. With a gun pointed 
-lJ .UL~L L /l'At\,,<) S'<.(,1.1Z\~ A,V~. at a significant man, a little man can= :,bake rtb'L. world. 

When Martin Luther King was assassinated we asswned his assassin would 

have some cause, a racist cause; or perhaps he'd been paid by a racist~ 

.. a.ncr·1t11 we founct was James Earl Ray., a little man, an unsuccessf\ll con-/ 
vict, a petty felon who had needed his moment of glory. When the 

psychiatrists are through analyzing the man who shot at Governor Wallace 
l, i Lt le ,t:, rl f9, they' re going to find another ~ar- e&amplQ of n:uman partho:3.ee;JC. ~or 

q;e men of viol.ence, the as- • ns=and tQJ?i£o;rif:\Y gf our warlaJ m:e=u1en ---
w~~re desperate to be seen and known and acknowledged. They need to 

prove their manhood, so they clamp on to some man of power or to some 
,tJ.'4{•~1 A--Z17t~ i , cause, and ~hey-:b:ry:::-to-gaiA pQtte:~, gain acceptance~y-drawan@ to them-

zc.. ~ selves .t'l:ic mantle of a crusadel', ...:t;tm_ mantite of a hol:y ?4Ui@~. ·~Nowhere 

can this be seen as clearly as in the violence that occurred at Lydda 
Airport in June of this year. Air France's Flight 132 landed with some 

300 passengers aboard. The passengers . disembarked and were standing 

around the shed waiting for the conveyor belts to bring in their baggage. 

There were three young Japanese aboard this plane, and no one paid much 

attention to them as they stood in line patiently waiting for their 

luggage. They bent down as if to loosen the straps so they co~ld go 

through customs, and suddenly each had an automatic . rit~e in his hand. 
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They be an shootinE. Before ~he carnage ended, twenty-eight were dead, 

two of the terrorists, sixteen Puerto Rican Catholics who had been on a 

pilgrimtge to the Holy Land and a number of people who simply happened 

to be around the shed at that moment. Now, what had three Japanese to 

do with Israel or with the Palestinian cause? The media in the United 
' States spoke of a new partnership among radical movements in which each 

would carry out the job of the other because they were basically 

sympathetic to each other's needs. Perhaps, but one of the Japanese had 

survived, a young man named Kozo Okamoto; and, at his trial, he made a 

statement. He spoke of belonging to the Red Army in Japan, a group of 

young Japanese who have taken the old Samurai tradition and wedded it 

somehow to the theory of permanent revolution and come out with a kind 

of radicalism which insists the world must be convulsed by violence and 

that ultimately out of ttTe carnage will emerge a new society. I want to .. 

read to you from his statement because it clearly suggests that there's 

no way in which the solution of the "Palestinian cause" will eliminate 

violence: l'le--n:a?ta: "You are either a member of the 'Red Army' or a 

bourgeois. I warn the entire world the Red Army will slay anyone who is 

on the slde of the bourgeois and this is not a joke. Our relations with 

the ·P.F.L.P. Arabs was just a jumping-off point for us to propel our­

selves onto the world stage. This is why we clecided on the military 

action at the Tel Aviv Airport. '1 Japanese soldiers had carried out the 

attack, rather than Arab terrorists "because we wanted to be known. we, 

the Red Army soldiers who have been in the Arab world, do not demand 

that they be soldiers like us. I take full responsibility for myself and 

my friends for the killing at the airport. The three of us decided that, 

after we die,we want to become three stars in Orion ... In Japan little -

children are told that,after they die, they can becane stars in the sky. 

·r don't know the customs in other parts of the world, but I believe that · 

some of the people we killed have become stars. The revolutionary war 
' 
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will continue and ther~ will r:>e many more stars." Revolutionary warfare 

would be worldwide. "In New York and Washington, the houses of simple 

fol k must be destroyed - that is how they would be able to feel the 

seeping torrent of world revolution." 

How .will Mr. Wicker's solving of the Palestinian problem obviate 
\ 

the distorted and pathologi'cal., ideological mishmash of world revolu-
~rv. u" /A IK.~; AJ~ 

tion of an Okamoto and of the thousands like him who ree3: that the.gun 
A 

that lti:1·1-s- innocent people i~ the only way to sow the revolution. 

Unfortunately, when one begins to argue, as does Mr. Wicker, that the 

only thing to be done to end Palestinian terrorism is to find some 
lt (I.' tr 

means of resolving the Re:o£:ound conflict that produces it, -we inevitably 
( ! t,· , ,t:.:. $:~,~t,ii1 

tal(e) th~ ~abJJ,em from where it belongs, act¾,~~.s e:g&.:i::t!lst the terror1,s.:.t-..: . .. n 71----&i 
i-•J'J /l ,,.~:tt~"r ll\;i(">1.\.Z~l C .. ~ r c ~ .c ... ·~T .,-.... L .. '-(_ (_~ 

and the countriPs which sponsor and encourage terrorism, and place the A 

onus on the victims. Somehow Israel must do what needs to be done to 

diffuse the conflict and make terrorism disappear. That's the innocent, 

optimistic., American way of reasoning. Would that it were so, but it's 

simply not so. Yes, there ought to be a resolution of the Palestinian-
• 

Israeli conflict., but t~at's not the end of terror. Terxor:..w13 1,@ftd 
. . , 

( I .....: :. It t. ,' . s . - . -- I ◄- • • •• • ....., 

onJ. whe11: roos..~ognize __ that -~ is_111~:0fl:ly-;aggrAvates ~~~~u~ti~on . 
... * ... () ~ ' ••. . .... , / , (# 

' ... """:'"" ' " • • ... '\. lt)i-"· ,,, 

~ vas anyth • , g. • f -the . ..., p of our-" ti s is ·,that you 
• ,I • ... 

call enough y cause., you will ~so • • do od. 
~ 

call cause,,.----you only: .'c"au's ' -,,.,,, ,,,,. ,-

s to a , l1y, to be , • -~Elli£~ .:e·,.,.:., 1· ~ .~, I ~ 
more_ ig t . than ~he~ 'Ve bcen ·be~o-~ 

tionCwhich 1. ~ There is -need to . 
, _, . I - -·· .,_ 

I 

Often., if you 

pr~ tive fo 

usefJJ.1-4-emoi=u; a.lmoat--·alw . 
. .I 

loos~ th 
- --- -- - - -.. ·- • ,><'. . - -~- .. tal.ia to.ry mca sures agains~t.er.ror, sts-r=-:ea1nps in or Lebanon. 

• • 

We can't put the rc~ponsibility upon Israel to solve the probleme 

of Arab terrorism. Terrorism will be solved only when we unravel the 
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s·ccrct s of t he human mi nd. T4 ll then I'm afraid that terrorism will 

a t tach it sel f to t his cause or to that and that we had best beware, you 

and I,and particularly the media, of glorifying any act of terrorism by 
/ "- j ' ~"', l (,. • .._ l; 

abl;oi·:ins it the justice of the particular cause it claims it sponsors. 
~ L I t<.; ... .. > l<-- .. i. 

Terrorism is murder, nothing more; nothing better. There's no such thing 
f\ 

as holy terror. There's no such thing as holy rage. There's only terror 

and rage and innocent victims. 

We've gone through several decades in which we have learned to see 

the hidden violence in any governmental system. We have been made to 

recognize that violence is not only the attack of a worker upon the 

factory or the attack of~· proletariat against privilege, but the abuse 

by the privileged of the poor and the powerless. Most of us, I'm 

afraid, have gone one step further and become pretty disenchan~ed with 

government as an instrument. We've talked about radical freedom~ a 

kind of open society in which police and courts and all of the oppressive 

systems of the society simply do not operate. We've assumed that such a 

society is possible. Perhaps it is, when the Messiah comes. But, 

until the Messianic Age, we're going to need police and sky marshalls and 

government. Yes, we need justice and many reforms, but we also need to 

be protected against the men who use guns indiscriminately. The human 

being has the potential to be God-like, but he can also be a beast; and 

his capacity for cunning, his need of blood,for a moment which justifies 

his whole existence, is immense.. :i'&:Pb t ne- 1 s soeiaty ;cand.,I am afraid 

that all of us, however much we might wish it otherwise·, need to support 

those elements in our repressive political structure which protect us, 

protect all of us, from the tyranny of the few. There is the tyranny of 

the many, and there is the tyranny of t _he few. Somehow we must learn to 

..... 

l ' -•'L \ .. ~ " ... -> 
~ protected from ooth to ~nJ arge tbe AAC1al order toJoJ.¥8 the p~Q_b,lems 

- 3 
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whicn:::a-x~e-reaJ,,--p~ob¼ems ~uite-=:i ,...._-endent of this wbole 1ssue of ,r1olence, . . ·---. . 
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By TOM WICKER 

Most of the world is saddened and 
shocked by the reprehensible ,;oJence 
that erupted at the Olympic Games, 
and calls are already being heard for 
something to be done about such un­
conscionable terrorism. But the ques­
tion is, what can be done? 

~ven those who most strongly con­
demn the Arabs who precipitated the 
incident can hardly be satisfied with 
the outcome apparently precipitated 

, by the \\i est German police in the air- . 
port shootout. Early reports at least 
raised the question whether the death 
of the hostages was worth the killing 
and apprehension of the terrorists­
whether the best resolution of the 
problem was a violent showdown, 
rather than continuing every feasible 
effort to negotiate the hostages' re­
lease. This is the same question rai~ed 
by the death of so many prisoners and 
hostages in a hail of New York State 

. police gunfire at Attica-a tragedy the 
anniversary of which will fall just 
next week. • 

Even before the deaths of the Israeli 
hostages were announced, Charles W. 
Bray 3d, the State Department spokes­
man, quite properly demanded that na­
t ions who might have extended some 
aid to Palestinian guerrillas should 
stop doing so, in order that the com­
mandos be treated as "an intolerable 

"The children have • 
had to grapple 

• J 

affront to human society." The trouble 
with that is that in some Arab coun-
1ries the guerrillas are seen ~ heroes 
fighting for a holy cause; in many ~ 
areas, they are actively feared; and in 
any case - aside from the military 
1>roblem of stamping out the comman­
dos-it is politically difficult for Arab 
governments to • move aga\nst • Arab 
guerrillas without calling into question 
-their own commitment to the strug• 
,gle against Israel. 

. , 

The tough Israelis can take their 
own effective measures of reprisal and 
prevention, and often have, but for the. 
long pull that may well be counte~ 
productiye. However effective in the 
.short run. military strikes into Leb­
anon, for example, ~ay increase guer­
nlla bitterness and fanaticism and 
•end to undennine the Israeli position 
as a law-abiding nation menaced by 
e>utlaws and brigands. 

International sanctions and pres­
isures against the guerrillas and the 
l'lations that harbor them might be 
devised, at least on paper. How hard 
it is to give such plans practical effect 
llas just been demonstrated in Wash­
jngton where a seventeen-nation con. 
1erence has flatly rejected an Ameri­
can-Canadian proposal that signatory 
mations would halt air travel to na­
tions refusing to punish or extradite 
airplane hijackers and to release hi-

IN THE NATION 

jacked crews, planes and passengers~ 

Given the experience of recent yean, 
and the worldwide impact of hijack­
ings, this proP.osal seems reasonable 
enough-deny asylum to the hijacker 
and where is he or she to go? But 
Britain and France and the Soviet 
Union apparently valued more highly 
the small amount of sovereignty they 
would have had to yield in agreeing 

1 

to a supra-national process of sanc­
tions. In addition, the British and 
French may , have fear~ disruptions 
in their airline operations in the Mid­
dle East and Algeria-the latter coun­
try a goal of numerous hijackers. 

Surely anything that could be de­
vised to limit Arab guerrilla operations 
• through international action would en­
counter as much or more difficulty­
the more so because the Arab-Israeli 

• controversy revetberates throughout 
world politics, Soviet-American rela­
tions in particular. 

. So it is a good deal .easier to call 
for something to be done than to say 
·what the something should be. Defen-
sive measures, such as those President 
Nixon has pledged for Israelis travel­
ing in, America, are certainly neces-

. 

The Storm Over Agnes 
., 

I 

sa·ry: West Gennan security provisions 
at .the Olympic Village appear fn first 
reports to have been sketchy at best. 
But no adequate defenses can be 
erected that will always thwart fanatic 
terrorists, wilJing to die for their cause. 

That is the heart of the matter. 
Whether it is the strange mixture of 
religious and political animosities in 
Ireland, or radical Americans bombing 
banks and university buildings to bring 
down "the system," or obscure tribes 
slaughtering one another for obscure 
(to outsiders) reasons in Africa, or 
ra1estinians acting by any means to 
ecover a homeland they see as stolen, 

profound religious, political and racial 
~ates can stir men and women to the 
,nost unreasoning pitches of actiop 
and response. When such people will 
not hesitate to die for their ·beliefs, 
however strange or distorted those be­
liefs may seem to others, they will 
seldom hesitate to take the most dras­
tic and outrageous actions to def eat 
those who stand in the way. The 

• caute justifies any and everything; 
ultimately the cause consumes com­
mon humanity, 

That is why the only thing finally 
to be 6ene error-

mean .m&Qving 
the .Profound con ig at s it. 
Wli1c 1s to say that the end is ardly 
in sight. 

sylvania regional office administrators 
serve as chairmen ot their respective 
councils. 

One of the first such actions was 
a grant to the state of Pennsylvania 
of $250,000 for comprehensive plan-

Cristo 
By RUSSELL 

• WASHINGTON, ~ept. 
sons who admire 
have objected to the 
in the Nixonian histo 
which was published 
day. They demand, In 
fair play, an equally b 
history according to S 
em. . 

Regrettably, the Mc 
of America is not yet 
lication, and may not 
tion Day, if ever. The a 
to difficulty in the ~e 
-"Columbus ·oiscove 
and despite writing 
of pages have still not 
This chapter has, ho 
titled "Columbps .......... _ 
Am • " enca. • 

Space limitations an 
forbid reproducing ver 
been written so far, b 
of their history may in 
the problems: 

• After obtaining mon 
Isabella for the purpose 
America, Columbus -bou 
called the "Rosa" and t 
and went to the port ci 
meet his crew and sail 

They had scarcely cl 
bor when the ''Rosa" 
It went down in recor 
later discovered that 
bothered to put the st 
enlisted men's bathtubs 
bus had to wait in the 
"Conchita" to rescue 

Since he had neglect 
body in charge abo3rd 
howeYer, its crew wcr 
about who had the righ 
lifeboats over the side 
disappeared over the 
ward bound for the C 
leaving Columbus to s, 

Because the "Conch 
tors could not agree o 
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rillas know that television and the newspapers will do the rest .of the 
job for them provided they stay uncaught. The motives of the peo­
ple who practice urban guerrilla war are as much a psychological 
problem as the political one. But the things that make it possible 
for them to operate-the weapons, the environment, the publicity 
-are what a liberal society has given them. 

And of course the result will be a curtailment of some of the ad­
vantages of living in a liberal society. The only way of beating these 
guerrillas of the cities, as it is the on ¥ way of beating the guerrillas 
in the countryside of Southeast Asia, is to make sure that you know 
in good time who they are and what they are planning and where 
their bases are. That means the long plod of checking out the whole 
assortment of possible troublemakers: the known members of ex­
tremist groups, the coffee-bar revolutionaries, the nut cases with a 
political twist, the middle-class young intellectuals who have never 
recovered from the boredom of not being students any longer. It 
means keeping an eye 011 the empty houses and sheds and cellars, 
and the sort of apartmtnt blocks where a prisoner can be held for 
a fortnight without the neighbors knowing anything about it. It 
means trying to coirtrol the underground market in guns and hand­
grenades. It take~ a good information-gathering system and a lot 
of policemen tdcope with a problem like this. 

The first si ns of the defensive system going into operation have 
been visible! in London: ... the extra guards on likely targets, the 
inquirinlJ policemen, the check on visitors to Embassy Row. The 
result is inconvenience and irritation for ordinary people trying to 
go about their own lives. That is doubtless one of the by-products 
the gµerrillas are aiming at. ~lost of them say they are men of the 
left; but their attitude to violence-the easy way they take to it, the 
random way they pick the victims of it-is eerily reminiscent of the 
~ ••·.J>"s of a generation ago .... 

But sometimes the precautions will fail to work: the hostage will 
be taken, and the dance of the negotiators will begin all over again. 
It is necessary to say a hard thing about what may have to happen 
then. There is nothing a minister fears more than the mo1nent when 
a man•s life or death depends on his decision. The instinct is always 
to give in to the kidnappers or the hijackers, and get the hostages 
out, and then hope faintly that it won't happen ag·ain. But the odds 
are that it will. It is success, not failure, that breeds i1nitation. The 
act of terrorism which succeeds in getting convicted 1nen released 
from prison, or brings in a pot of ranso1n 1noney, is providing n w 
resources for future acts of terroris1n. l ~here will co1ne a point­
it may have come already-when the probable death of one or two 
men has to be reckoned against the likelihood that a lot n1ore peo­
ple will face the sa111e threat if the govenunent gives in. Of course, 
the kidnappers 1nay not carry out their threat if they are defied. 
Defying the1n is so1nething that very few govenunents have yet had 
the nerve to try. It has to he tried. This is, after all, a kind of war; 
and in war every decision is a calculation. or a hope, that a life lost 
now will prevent a greater nu1uber of lives being lost later. 
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The Economist 
(London) 

DEALING WITH URBAN GUERRILLAS 

TERRORISM RAMPANT 

The latest terrorist assaults in Montreal, Canada focus attention 
on guerrilla tactics now world-wide in scope. A comment from the 
London Economist, Oct. 17, 1970: 

If you are filled with rage because the twentieth century is as 
imperfect as the others, or because the injustice that hurts you most 
has not been removed from the world, or just because you cannot 
get other people to agree with you, you are entitled to grab the first 
person you see on the street and hold him at gunpoint in a cellar 
until the government buys you off. It sounds like nonsense, and the 
overwhelming majority of people would say it was nonsense. Yet 
there is only a sliver of difference between this and the argument 
used by the kidnappers of Mr. Cross and Mr. Laporte in ~fontreal. 

The men with machine-guns who took Mr. Cross and ~Ir. La­
porte from their homes call themselves the Front for the Liberation 
of Quebec (F.L.Q.), but they do not want an independent Quebec 
and the majority of the local independence movement will have 
nothing to do with them; their re~l politics, so far as it is possible 
to pick an idea out the neo-Marxist jargon, are the politics of some­
thing called universal revolution. The men they seized, a British 
trade official and Quebec's minister of labor, were not selected as 
particular enemies of that idea. They were hostages pure and si111-
ple: living men who would be turned into dead bodies if their cap­
tors did not get their way. It takes only one s1nall step beyond this 
to reach the kidnapping, in the na1ne of some revolutionary new 

er, of an unknown housewife shopping in a supennarket. 
What has happened in Montreal, and is happening in a lot of 

other places too, is the increasingly indiscrin1inate use of violence 
for the sake of increasingly imprecise political objectives. It is the 
uncontrolled in pursuit of the undefined. The other word for it, of 
course, is terrorism. The terrorists are the people who reject the 

idea that it !hould be pos~ible to set !S0111e lituits on the use of force 
in settling political quarrels. ~fen have spent a good deal of history 
in trying· to i1npose such li1nits. The lin1its have never been ac­
cepted by everyone, and they have often been violated, but the)' 
have done son1cthing to n1ake life a little less anarrhic. One such 
rule of thu1ub was the notion that there ought to he a dear con• 
nection betweeu the g·rievance that 111akes people resort to \'iolen<:e 
and the targets of their violence. l~hat is why feudal theoreticians 
said that single con1bat was a suitable way of settling the thin~; and 
why, when that had long si1ll:e failed to catd1 on, the eighteenth 
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Political 
kidnapping 

A conducive 
environment 
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l·c1Hury tried to confine war to a test of strength hctwccn uniformed 
annic ; and why, when that failed too, it was at least thought proper 
to n1ake a dcdaration of war against the people you proposed to 
ha\·c it out with. 1,hc technique of the terrorist snt1ps the last con­
straint. 1,he people a terrorist kills, or threatens to kill if his de­
n1ands are not 1nct, are 1nore or less rando1n victims. --rheir chief 
qualification for heing selected is that he can get at them. 

It is not only the Canadian govcrn1nent that finds itself stuck for 
an answer to the anybody-is-fair-prey game. There are half a dozen 
Latin American countries where left-wing revolutionaries and 
right-wing counter-terrorists have polished the trick of whipping 
a man off the pavement-remember the murdered German am­
bassador in Guatetnala-and disappearing with hint into some un­
findable hideout in the city. The Palestinian hijackers go about 
their work in a different way but the aim is the same: to get control 
of an airliner full of people who have nothing to do with the Pales­
tinians' quarrel with Israel and threaten to blow them to pieces un­
less their governments do what the hijackers say. So far the Weather­
men and the Black Panthers have not pulled off a political kidnap­
ping in the United States. But it will be surprising if they do not 
try; the Black Panthers have the same immediate aim as the Pales­
tinians and the F.L.Q.-the release of friends held in prison for 
previous acts of violence-and they can see the advantage of an 
operation that promises to make a sentence of imprisonment more 
or less a formality. There are men in Ulster and Dublin, and other 
places, who have .similar motives and who can make the same cal­
culation. A cabinet minister or an ambassador will fetch a fine price; 
if you can't get one of those, a mayor or a businessman will do very 
nicely; and if even that is beyond your reach you can play on the 
heartstrings of public opinion with anybody who has a family and 
friends who want to see him whole again. There must be a lot of 
men around the world who have ~oteg tbe_. P,desti11ians' sncc~~s, 
and the cat-and-mouse game in Montreal, and feel the temptation 
to copy the examples that have been given to them. 

It is _temptinp because it _is the cheapest.!nown, a ......... ~'tf""•ng 
your of1t1ca ideas an eca·use, so ar, u . The only 
t 1ngs you need for a successiul campaign o mo ern terrorism are 
a handful of brave or unfeeling toughs, organized in tiny squads 
operating almost independently of each other, a few cupboards of 
small-arms and explosives, and somewhere to hold your captives 
when you have got them. There is no shortage of the necessary 
.fanatics: desperate, obsessed or unbalanced men encouraged by the 
rhetoric of the new left and the trendy talk about violence being· 
a form of communication. There are enough guns on the market 
in the world to equip an army corps of guerrillas. The warren of 
a modern Western city, where the police keep order in the streets 
but have got out of the habit of poking into people's houses, is a 
fine place to hide people. This is why in the West terrorism has 
come out of the country into the cities; the country is too easy to 
keep an eye on. And once the hostage has been grabbed the guer-
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Al traffic officer, 
e who had caught 

• 

houra of dellberaUon. 
Prevloua to the ruliq on tbe 

confeaalon, the court rejected Mr. 
Kreitzman'a demand that tbe court 
disqualify ftaelt because Aluf Ze'evl 
had talked with the judgea in their 

lnatead of lmmecllately ?" 
Ahd Ze'evl: .. It la not important 

If your slater-in-law la not on the 
caaualty ll8t." 

Visibly angered, tbe defence 
counsel protested sharply to the 

'nle prealdent of the court 
managed to eool the parties' tom­
pera; but It wu clear that Mr. 
Kreitzman wu shaken by the ex­
change. 

he building, check­
lane, when I saw 
ng out. He fired a 
wo grenades at the 
an into a field be­
him . . . and when 
gh, I brought him 
g tackle." CONFESSION AND STATEMENT 

1 Ze'£>vJ aald he 
nf ession from the 
ing an agreement 

e him a pistol, with 
t he could commit 

e defence to say 
nded to fulfil the 

signed with the 
'evi replied: ·~od 
simply a bait." 

successful, Alu! 
Okamoto suddenly 
and smiling, after 

a stubborn silence 
rs of questioning. 
nvinced me that we 
erent technique in 
talk," the general 

Okamoto continued 
giving details, Alu! 
ad nullified the sui­
Requested to pro­
greement, Aluf Ze'­
take him a day or 
ut he was able to 

om memory. Asked 
sought legal advice, 
he agreement, the 

consulted myself." 
ross-examination by 
reitzman was mark­
rp exchanges. When 
ed his replies to 
•·good enough for 

lled to order by the 

lso called the Ja­
er, Torno Ishida, a 
t the Hebrew Uni­
da testified that he 
~e•evi make the suj-
Okamoto had said: 

executed by firing ... 
) shot." 
• 

1c1rtcnt was ~lgned, 
, Okamoto suddenly 
ive. But this lasted 
s. During this time 

had received word 
at Namba - the 
kamoto has been 

o. t likely a pseudo­
moto refused to re­
ntity, the investiga­
to cancel the agree-

Okamoto said that in February, 
1971, he was invited by his "second 
oldest brother" to attend a meeting 
of the "Red Army." In March, his 
brother - Hakesht - asked Oka­
moto to send him money. Later that 
month Okamoto said he heard that 
his brother had been involved in a 
hijack attempt. 

The first time he came into con­
tact with Arabs, he wrote, was when 
the organization, together with the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, screened a film called 
the "Red Bus" at his rented apart• 
ment. The film apparently dealt 
with the pending "world revolution" 
the two groups were planning. 

Later Okamoto received a letter 
from Lebanon inviting him to under­
go military training there, and also 
to see his brother again. He accept­
ed, but instead of flying directly to 
Beirut he was sent to New York via 
Europe and Canada. He was in­
structed to take an El Al 747 from 
New York to Paris in order to study 
"every last detail of the plane." The 
plan apparently backfired, "because 
of extremely strict security precau­
tions," and Okamoto flew by an 
ordinary 707 to Paris. 

Okamoto related that when he 
went to buy a first-class ticket 
aboard the jumbo, officials seemed 
extremely suspicious. '-They wanted 
to know why I was travelling first 
class and who was paying for the 
ticket.'' he wrote. 

From Paris he flew on to Lebanon, 
where after a few days in Beirut 
he went to an address in Baalbek 
where he met three other Japanese 
- two of whom were later to join 
him in the Lod massa.cre. The four 
of them underwent training with 
arms, ammunition and explosives, as 
well as physical exercises, and were 
trained by one Abu ldja - a w U­
known terrorist. 

While at Baalbek the three mem­
bers of the "Red Army" planne 
their attack on Lod. The fourth 
member of the group did not take 
part Jn these plans since he was 
destined to return to Japan, Oka 
moto writes, to prepare the wa 
for the "great revolution." The in 
itial plan for the attack was alter 
ed at the last minute, according t 

THE JERUSALEM POST WEEKL 

the accuaed, when while waiting tor 
the auitcaaea at Lod airport, minutea 
before opening ftre, the three de• 
clded to blaat the planes as well. 

FORGED PASSPORTS 
The three left Lebanon for Parla 

vta Rome and eventually met in 
Frankfort, where they received 
forged passports and suitcases con­
taining the machineguns and gre­
nades. 

·•'Mr. Okudaya, Mr. Yashida and 
myself," the confession reads, then 
left for Rome after spending two 
days in Frankfort and booked onto 
the Air France plane which carried 
them to the target - "the Israel air­
port in Tel Aviv." The three sat 
together in the back row of the 
plane. 

On landing Okamoto went into 
the toilet, tore the picture out of 
his forged passport and went to col­
lect hiB baggage wltb hla two 
friends. 

'"Okudaya and I stood two metres 
apart while Yaahtda s tood far away 
and to the right. H e opened fire 
first, and we joined in." 

Okamoto said he saw many people 
dropping to the floor as he fired re­
peatedly at the crowd in the packed 
customs hall. 

"While I was shooting I saw many 
people fall to the floor, and then I 
opened fire in the direction of where 
I saw many people standing. I then 
ran out and threw two hand gre­
nades at a parked plane, but it did 
not catch fire and I was caught in 
the middle of all the excitement." 
All the time he was firing nobody 
shot back at him, he said. 

OKAMOTO'S STATEMENT 
On Friday, at the end of the evi­

dence, Okamoto elected to make a 
statement lnatl'ad of giving evidence 
on oath, which would have exposed 
h~m to cross-examination. 

"You are e it he r a mem­
er of the 'Red Army" or a bour­
eois. I warn the entire world: the 

Red Army' will slay anyone who 
s on the side of the bourgeois, and 
his is not a joke," Kozo Okamoto 
old the court. 

'"Our relations with the P.F.L.P. 
Arabs were just a jumping off point 

for us to propel ourselves onto the 
world stage. Th1a la why we c1eclc1ed 
on the military action at the Tel 
Aviv airport." In trying to explain 
why Japanese ••soldiers" had carried 
out the attack, rather than Arab 
terrorists, he added, "'We, the 'Red 
Army' soldiers who have been in 
the Arab world, do not demand 
that they be soldiers with us. I take 
full responsibility for myself and tor 
my two friends for the killing at 
the airport." ~ 

Okamoto finished his sometimes 
rambling and disjointed speech in a 
poetic vein: 

"The three of us decided thal 
after we die we wanted to become 
three stars of Orion." He explained 
to the surprised judges, "In 
Japan little children are told that, 
after they die, they can become 
stars Jn the sky. I don't know the 
customs in other parts of the world, 
but I believe that some of the peo-
ple we killed have become stars. The 
revolutionary war will continue, and 
there will be many more stars." 
. He said revolutionary warfare 
should be worldwide. "In New York 
and Washington, the houses of 
simple folk must be destroyed -
that ls how they would be able to 
feel the seeping torrent of world 
revolution." 

IMPASSIVE 
His face impassive, he said of the 

26 people killed in the Lod attack: 
"Warfare includes slaughter and de­
struction. We, a.s we engage in this, 
cannot but know that the slaughter 
of humans is inevitable. Therefore 
we know this will become more 
severe than the battle between na­
tions." 

In his speech, Okamoto frequent­
ly referred to Vietnam. whose peo­
ple, he tillid, were ~hl'dJf ng tcar8 tor 
the world, and to the American 
Black Panthers, who, h<> ~aid, were 
treading the path of world revol•.­
tion. 

He .said Jn the m•w soci "ty which 
his "Rt.•d Army" hop •d tn t·.s tabli ·h 
there would be no judici.il courts. 
But he added that ht.> a C\.•pted his 
own trial "as a means of • propa­
ganda." 

TUF~SDAY, JULY 18, 1972 






