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From the Rabbi's Desk: CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 
The sermon of November 12, 1978 is produced here in response to numerous requests. 

Our Bible contains many truths. Some of them are 
welcome. They describe the reach and possibility 
of civilization. Other truths are relatively unpalat­
able; they explain the conwlsions and confusions 
of our growth and of our various relationships. 
One of these truths, a truth the Bible states over 
and over again, describes the contradictions of 
human nature. Violence, aggression and greed are 
as human as love and sensitivity. The contradic­
tory elements in human nature are elemental; con­
sequently, there can be no fully effective solution 
to the problem of crime and violence. 

When Adam and Eve were thrust out of Paradise, 
the wortdlings set up a family. Eve bore two sons: 
Abel and Cain. Abel was a shepherd, a keeper of 
the flock. Cain became a farmer, a tiller of the 
soil. The first incident recorded of these two 
brothers involves a sacrifice to God. Each brought 
his gift. The shepherd brought of the f irstlings of 
the flock. The farmer offered of the cuttings of 
the harvest. For reasons which are not explained 
in the myth, God accepted the sacrifice of Abel, 
but rejected the sacrifice of Cain. For his efforts 
Cain received a bit of advice: 'Why are you so 
distressed? If you do the right then your sacrifice 
will be accepted. If you do not do the right, sin is 
the demon at the door. Its urgings are towards 
you, but you can overmaster them." Unfortunate­
ly, Cain cannot master his anger at what appears 
to be unjust favoritism and he kills his brother. 

Somewhere deep in our souls there lies the animal, 
an aggressive instinct which erupts when we are 
frustrated and causes us to strike back. To spare 
ourselves bitter thoughts we tend to write off Cain 
as a pathological personality and let it go at that. 
The Bibre will not allow us this out. The story of 
Cain is succeeded by the story of the flood. Why 
did God decide to destroy mankind? He had seen 
man's violence and was appalled. The flood would 
destroy an unwonhy humanity which would be 
replaced by a new and better breed, the righteous 
descendants of a truly righteous man, Noah. Hav­
ing destroyed the bad seed, God belatedly recog­
nizes that the descendants of Noah will be as con­
flicted as those He had drowned. Sobered, God 

makes a promise and seals it with a rainbow: "I 
will not again doom the world because of mankind 
because the devisings of man's heart are evil from 
the beginning." 

If you want to deal with the problem of violence 
and crime, honesty requires that we first look in 
the mirror, for each of us is capable of violence. 
At the moment, comfonable and in a consecrated 
setting, we are not likely to become violent, but 
under pressure our controls might shatter, ''There 
is no one on earth so righteous that he sins not." 
As children we bullied and behaved badly. As 
adolescents we acted out our anger at an adult 
world in which we were not yet comfonable. As 
adults, under the pressures of earning a living and 
making our way, we bent our word or the law, 
falsified tax forms or gossiped maliciously about a 
fallow worker. Crime and violence are endemic. 
Life is a test of how much judgment, will and wis­
dom we can bring to the task of mastering the 
aggressive impulses within; the best of us do not do 
so completely. There are no saints. 

You and I are products of a civilization which 
prides itself on being pragmatic. We look on our­
selves as problem solvers. We assume that by 
mobilizing all our human and fiscal resources we 
will master the dark side of our liv■. We like to 
proclaim war against cancer or poverty. Optimism 
solv• more problems than daspair; but certain 
battl• cannot be won. The battle against cancer is 
a case in point. At the moment we have poured 
hundreds of millions of dollars into laboratory re­
search without breakthrough results. We have not 
completely solved the problem of poverty and are 
not likely to. Differentials in skill, motivation and 
national prosperity are not easily factored. We will 
not solve the problem of crime. There are sensible 
things which can be done to mitigate crime, but 
your children and your children's children will 
leave lights on when they go out and lock their car 
doon when they travel on the well-lit roads. 

Having said this, it must be added that the ubiquity 
and universality of crime, the fact that every gener-
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COFFEE HOUR. HOSTS 

Esther and Samuel M. Friedman are 
hosts for the coffee hour preceding 
the worship service today, December 
17. Samuel is an honorary member of 
The Temple Board. 

Norma and Ernie Siegler will be hosts 
for the coffee hour preceding the wor­
ship service on December 24. Ernie 
is a member of The Temple Board. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers which grace The Temple 
altar are delivered by members of The 
Temple Women's Association to mem­
bers who are hospitalized. 

Friday, December 15 in memory of 
Leo E. Oppenheimer by his wife Rose, 
and children Frank and Sonya, and 
grandchildren Michael & Peter Oppen­
heimer; also in memory of Herman V. 
Markman by his wife Rose and chil­
dren Sanford and Sue Levine, and 
grandchildren. Friday, December 22 
in memory of Jerome R. Gardner by 
his wife, Jane, and children Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Jacobson and Mr. and 
Mrs. Jeffrey Gardner; also in memory 
of Joel M. Koblitz and Eleanor Schu­
mann by Naomi and Sam E. Schu­
mann; also in memory of Sylvia Spira 
Efroymson by her children John and 
Alan, and their families. Sunday, 
December 24 in memory of Phillip L. 
Steinberg_and Sadye D. Garson by Mr. 
and Mrs. Godfrey A. Garson. Friday, 
December 29 in memory of Theodore 
Levine by his wife Cele, and children 
Mr. & Mrs. James Rubinstein and Mr. 
and Mrs. Laurence Levine. 
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invites you to a 

Wanuk_k,.li 
'Happening 

Sunday, December 24 

The Temple Branch 

Magical Entertainment with 
"The Great Mandini" 

Followed by Songs and 
Exchange of Gifts 

Following dinner, for those who 
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LUNCH WITH THE RABBI 

January 9 - Downtown 
The Temple notes with sorrow the Commerce Club - 711 Vincent 
death of: 

Grace DeGroot 
Rose Friedman 

and extends heartfelt sympathy to 
members of the bereaved families. 

Conversation and Community with 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver. 

Sponsored by The Temple Men's Club. 

For more information call: 
Lewis Frauenthal, 781-6106 

or 382-4720 



CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 
(Continued) 

ation has known crime, cautions us both to be pru­
dent and not to panic. Incredibly, fear of crime 
has led many to live as if they were themselves be­
hind bars. They sleep in locked apartments behind 
barred windows. They travel in locked vans. Many 
carry guns and mace despite the knowledge that 
such weapons are more likely to kill accidentally a 
family member than to drive off a criminal. We go 
from locked home to locked car to locked office 
building. In so doing we deny ourselves theater, 
music and art - all the opportunities of a great 
city, though these define civilization. And we dis­
tort our lives in this way despite our awareness that 
we are no safer in the restricted ambit of suburbia 
than in the city. The criminal has a car. You 
would not take the precautions you do to protect 
your apartment or your home if you did not ac­
cept this fact. 

There is no way to eradicate crime. Oh, one can 
conceive of a society so repressive that the criminal 
will think twice before entering the homes of the 
powerful or the wealthy. In Saudi Arabia where 
theft is punished by chopping off the left hand at 
the wrist and recidivism is punished by cutting off 
a leg, the homes of the sheiks are better protected 
from burglary than ours; but I wonder how many 
of us would give up the rights and freedoms which 
would have to be abandoned to create such a 
"safe" state? 

Crime is and will be part of our lives; and the best 
thing that we can do about it is to understand it; 
to undentand what might mitigate the rise in the 
rate of violence, to understand what crime is, who 
the criminal is, what precautions we ought to take 
and what acts of courage are required of those who 
live in a crowded and violent society. The city and 
crime go hand in hand. In ancient Athens and 
Rome the well-to-do never went abroad unless they 
were accompanied by a retinue of armed servants. 
In Renaissance Florence and Venice no man went 
out unless he carried his dagger or a sword. Despite 
all of the bloody headlines, our cities are safer than 
Paris or London were two centuries ago. 

We are not quite sure why crime and city life go 
hand in hand. It has something to do with crowd­
ing. It has s_omething to do with the breakdown of 
community in a metropolitan setting. It has some­
thing to do with the conspicuous display of luxury 
and indulgence - the highly visible juxtaposition 
of wealth and poverty. It has something to do 
with the surge of the city; the pace of city life can 
be overwhelming. It has something to do with 
anonymity, what the sociologist, Emil Durkheim, 
called anomie. In a village the shape fleeing in the 
night will be recognized. In the city the shape re­
mains an anonymous shadow. Having provided a 
number of explanations, I have not explained. As 
is so often the case when we deal with the contra­
dictions and convulsions of the social order, the 
answer lies with the human soul. 

All of us must answer the personal questions: Will 
I allow crime to distort my life? What acts of pru­
dence must I take? Beyond this other questions 
must be faced: theoretical questions about crime 

and the criminal, about punishment and the effec­
tiveness of punishment. To do so is to recognize 
that two approaches have been taken towards the 
prevention of crime. One attitude seeks to elimin­
ate the environmental causes of crime. It begins 
with the assertion that crime festers in the streets 
and back alleys of city slums. Crime is seen as a 
direct consequence of poverty, illiteracy, the lack 
of job opportunity and racial tension; presumably 
in measure as we correct these social ills we will 
mitigate, if not eliminate, crime. The other ap­
proach insists that the problem is not poverty, 
illiteracy or the brutalization of ghetto life, but the 
erratic and inefficient nature of the judicial process. 
In this approach the solution to crime lies in more 
arrests, better police work, speedier arraignments 
and trials, more guilty verdicts, longer sentences 
and less parole. 

One philosophy is noble-minded. The other gives 
us pause. Neither, unfortunately, offers a meaning­
ful solution to the problem of crime. Obviously, 
poverty ought to be eliminated. There ought to be 
decent housing. We should improve the quality of 
education. There ought to be decent work for 
everyone, but to provide better housing is not 
necessarily to solve the problem of crime. Crime is 
not limited to the Other America. A great number 
of young people who turn to crime are from the 
middle, upper middle and wealthy suburbs. Note 
that I instinctively said "young people". Here, at 
least, I was not playing the generational heavy. 
One of the truths about crime is that the rate of 
criminal activity is directly related to ag·e. The age 
cohort between eleven and eighteen comprises 
about twenty percent of our population and com­
m its about fifty percent of the indexed crimes. 

Some day someone, weary of crime, will argue 
that all adolescents should be put to sleep for a few 
years. It might be effective, but, obviously, that is 
not a reasonable solution. 

Crime is somehow related to adolescence; to the 
revolt against authority, to the pressures of volatile 
peers, to experimentation with new life styles, to 
anger at the unbending institutions of the adult 
society, and to the frustrations of earning a living. 
The young are angry at an adult world which is 
forcing them to become adult and take out their 
anger willy-nilly on the larger society. 

Social reform, however desirable, will not solve the 
problem of crime. Societies like Sweden and Den­
mark which have gone further along the way of 
equalizing opportunity and providing socialized 
services endure juvenile crime rates which roughly 
approximate those in this country. Paradoxically, 
greater opportunity sometimes actually increases 
the crime rate. The more you have the more you 
want. Similarly, greater freedom often increases 
crime. Those who break free of the extended fam­
ily are the most likely to find themselves alone and 
frustrated and close to violence. In countries 
where the move from structured tribal society to 
the city slum is just now taking place the crime 
rate of the city generation is ten to fifty times 
what it was in the village. Our own history pro­
vides examples of this fact. In the ghettos of Eur­
ope there was some drunkenness, some gambling, 
but little Jew on Jew violence. In the shted no one 

locked his door. People did not feel safe from the 
Czar and his police, but they did feel safe from 
their own. With Emancipation we got Murder In• 
corporated and Jewish mobsters. In the East Side 
of New York and in the areas of first settlement in 
Cleveland Jews were among those who preyed 
upon fellow Jews. 

Let us look at the reverse of the coin, the argument 
that what we need is a more effective and efficient 
justice system. No argument can be offered that 
the system we have is effective or efficient. If you 
commit a crime, if you know what you are doing, 
you are not likely to be caught. If you are caught 
and you know the ways of our courts you are not 
likely to be convicted. If you are convicted you 
probably will serve a short sentence. Research on 
the youth of the center city reveals that they dis­
miss the legal system as a patsy which can be 
beaten. They also accuse the system of being racist 
and elitist. City police go against those who live on 
the streets. Suburban police call home. A young 
car thief may be sentenced to from two to ten 
years in prison while a white-collar embezzler prob­
ably will get off with a fine and a suspended sen· 
tence. The street wise feel that the police are 
heavy-handed bunglers. The crime leaden in the 
neighborhood are not caught. They "know" that 
the criminal justice system is another institution of 
the adult society which can be flaunted almost 
with impunity. 

0 ur present judicial systam was designed to protect 
individual rights. Its design was perfected in an 
earlier and more prosperous and confident era 
when Americans did not like to think of discipline 
or punishment. The prisons were not to punish, 
but to rehabilitate. We called our prisons "correc­
tional institutions." To accomplish our noble ends 
we began to sentence people to indeterminate sen• 
tencas. 0 bviously, if you are going to rehabilitate 
the human penonality you cannot predict how 
long that process will take. It didn't work. Ameri­
ca did not spend the money or develop the skilled 
professionals necessary to give the rehabilitation 
system a real chance. But the problem was not 
simply our taxation system. In Sweden where the 
penal system was similarly designed and adequately 
financed and staffed, the rate of recidivism, that is, 
the rate of those who were released and subse­
quently convicted of another crime, dropped ten 
points below our rate, but no more. Still, in 
Sweden, two out of every three "rehabilitated" 
prisoners subsequently are convicted of another 
crime. In the United States the rate is something 
over eighty percent, eight out of ten. 

There were manifest inequities in the operation of 
the indefinite sentence - rehabilitation system. 
Those who were sentenced to correctional institu­
tions in those few states which were serious about 
rehabilitation served the longest. Where there were 
indeterminate sentences and little seriousnm it 
was easy for those with political connections to 
gain early release. Beyond these inequities was the . 
unspoken, but real, fact that our behavorial sciences 
are too primitive to effect rehabilitation. Rehabili­
tation implies that you know better than the pris­
oner what he needs in order to live in the so<alled 
straight world. Rehabilitation involves behavorial 

(Continued) 



CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 
(Continued) 

odification and, except for some forms of 
rosurgery and brainwashing which have been 

·o eered in various dictatorial and authoritarian 
"eties, we know precious little about how to 

effect psychological and emotional rehabilitation. 
e result was a rehabilitation system that did not 

ilitate. Success, defined as those who were 
subsequently convicted of other crimes, gener­
tumed out not to be the result of rehabilita· 
but of the passing of years. One of the few 
ortable findings about crime is that crime de­

reases with age. A study in Philadelphia showed 
one out of two young men between the ages 

f rteen and twenty committed a criminal act. 
nty the rate diminished rapidly. By the 

ey became thirty the overwhelming major-
ad en up the responsibilities of family and 

a d were part and parcel of the straight 
. B the age of thirty-three or thirty-five a 
• e criminal has either become a citizen or a 

; in any case, he has abandoned ran-

ears ago the Rand Corporation studied 
~--•- adult convicts in the California penal 

These forty-seven adult convicts had 
itted over 10,500 criminal acts: twenty 

of freedom. Further study showed 
ese habitual criminals had committed three 

f ·o ence a month before they were twenty, 
one act of violence wery two months 

t time. Now these were bad actors, real 
urns; but wen among them the rate of crim­

• • ty decreased with age. 

ation has led a number of social scien­
su111st that we must take another look at 

f ju ile justice with an eye to segre-
c ronic criminal from those who are 

eir age. Our juvenile justice system 
the assumption that all young people 

off the straif,t and narrow were re­
d should be protected as much as 

fro the criminal system. Records of 
• es tend to be tightly sealed and ar 

·table to the court. Unfortunat ly , 
pt to protect the many led to unwarr nt· 

...,..,_... of the chronic bad actor. Th r w 
ortuni to identify thos wh w r 

u ·sciplintd and who committ d th 
of th crim• of viol nc . Th know 

pl and flaunt the system. In vi w of thi 
b t of the sociolo 'sts b Ii th 1 w 

to pant u t th b d 
onll rimin I h d 11 

I m th t th rim n I jo t 
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discovering that discipline is nec••rv to growth. 
More and more I hear people quoting the Book of 
Proverbs : "He who withholds the rod hat• his 
child; he who lov• his child reprov• him often." 
Paradoxically, discipline suggests love and concern 
rather than indifference or coldn111. You only 
discipline those you care about. Discipline is not 1 
vice unless it is pathologiclf. Somehow, by not 
disciplining the young to our laws we were saying 
to them: 'We do not care about you ; you can do 
what you want; it realty does not matter." 

Some social scientists suggest that we must rethink 
our conventional attitudes to the concept of deter· 
rence. One of the truisms of liberal thou;tt was 
the proposition that deterrence w• not 111 effec­
tive brake to crime. As proof we were told about 
the pickpockets who operated in the crowd around 
the gallows in an English city on hanging days. e 
seem to have jumped to our conclusion. Fur1h• 
research suggests that if deterrence does not ,r in• 
ate crime, it does have some effect on the potential 
criminal. Various experiments in social situations 
where deterrents have been stipulated and eld to, 
indicate that there are some who onty develop con­
science and self-discipline in measure a they recog. 
nize that there is a law and punishments for break· 
ing the law. 

You know the old Jewish story which ends: °Yo 
are right, you are ri~t and you are ri~t, too". I 
the area of crime and punishment th 
for a more efficient judicial system• 
who argue for social reform are • 
group has the answer. Th 
answers, but there are some po 
one such is suggested by 1h 
taken of Jewish life were kep 
eastern Europe at the requ•t 
emment. They indicate that th 
against Jews by Jews; yet, in 1 
missioner of the City of N Yo 
Jewish immigrants in New Yo 
crime wave. Incredibly, ch· 
most acriminal environmen 
New York. Despite 
the commissioner' 
semitism, a char 
truth, it remain 
w ·n • 
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contains more than • modicum of wisdom. We 
need the support of othen and the reinforcement 
of their love. When we are being pressured their 
love may be all that stands between us and an irra­
tiona response to our problems. Stripped of 
fam ily and community, we are far more likely to 
fa l into the patterns of aggressive behavior than we 
mi;tt otherwise. 

But having said this, let us recognize that com­
muniti• which turn in on themselv• may elimin­
ate violence against their own, but tend to become 
in the process violent against ou1Siders. Street 
9lf'II are a case in point. So is the process by 
which • self-help .-oop like Synanon changed from 
die reh "l itation of drug addicts to a violent cult. 

There are no panaceas. There are no simply solu­
tions, t e more we understand the more we 
can cope e life we must live, the more intel-
• gent be our p i1ical response to the problems 
of C • e. 

em of crime does not lie in 
by hundreds of trained 
erybody they find and 
It is not to say that a 

is not required. The 
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TEMPLE FUNDS 

THE ABBA HILLEL SILVER CHARITABLE 
AND EDUCATIONAL FUND 
In Memory of: Sam & Sadie Harris by Mr. & Mrs. 
Maurice S. Miller; Lillian Rothschild by Mr. & Mrs. 
Myron Urdang; Dr. Benjamin & Frances Spero by 
Marjorie Spero. In Honor of: Kim & Paul's Mar­
riage by Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Pesses, Mr. & Mrs. Stan­
ley Meisel; Mr. & Mrs. Maurice S. Miller by Dr. & 
Mrs. Leonard P. Rome; Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. 
Goodman by Mr. & Mrs. Morton Bialosky; Rabbi 
Daniel J. Silver by Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Kuper­
berg. Gift by Mr. Homer E. Guren. 

CHOIR FUND 
In Memory of: Ralph H. Lewitt by Mr. & Mrs. 
Alexander Fleischman. 

THE FLORAL FUND 
In Memory of: Joseph W. Schiffer, Lillian 
Rothman, Irene Frankel by Mrs. J. W. Schiffer; 
Irving R. Levy by Mrs. Marcia Ubarstina, Mrs. 
Alfred Weiskopf, Mrs. Charlotta Sayre, Dr. & Mrs. 
M. R. Goldman; Ben Lewitt by Mr. & Mrs. Ronald 
Benjamin; Alex Baumoal .by Mrs. Alex Baumoal; 
Renee Elsner Partin by Mrs. Jack Schwartz; Bess 
Marx by Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Kandis; Wm. P. Fuldauar, 
Theresa Senor by Mrs. Wm. P. Fuldauar; Elizabeth 
Emerling by Mrs. Alfred M. Emerling. In Honor 
of: Mr. & Mrs. Lea August by Mrs. Irwin H. 
Milner; Mrs. S. L. Dancygar by Mr. & Mrs. 
Marshall Bedol. 

THE KENNARD E. GOODMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory of: Kannard E. Goodman by Michael 
Edelman; Mildred Eisenberg by Mrs. Kannard E. 
Goodman. In Honor of: Lao S. Bamberger by 
Mrs. Kennard E. Goodman. 

THE STANLEY A. KEMPER MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory of: Miss Mossman, Aaron Markoff, 
Ralph Mann's brother by Mrs. Stanley A. Kemp­
ner. 

THE MYRON E. WOHL LIBRARY 
MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory of: Albert Speiser by Mr. & Mrs. 
Ronald Wohl & Rory. In Honor of: Martin 
Deutsch by Mrs. Myron E. Wohl. 

THE HERMAN & BIRDIE MESHORER 
MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory of: Birdie Mashorar by Mr. & Mrs. 
Henry L. Moss. In Honor of: Mr. & Mrs. Leo 
Ascherman, Alex N. Sill by Mr. & Mrs. Marshall 
Bedol; Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Bedol by Mr. & Mrs. 
Alfred Cohen, Mr. & Mrs. Chari• Ascherman, 
Miss Bess Meshorar, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cohan, 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Garson, Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. 
Moss, Mr. & Mrs. Leo Ascherman. 

THE JUDITH MEYERS MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory of: Mrs. J. Berne's mother by Mr. & 
Mrs. Milton Meyers. 

MISCELLANEOUS FUND 
In Memory of: Warran Clark by Miss. Marguerite 
H. Cecil. 

SPECIAL BUILDING FUND 
Gifts by Mr. Laa August, Dr. & Mrs. Jay 8. Cluter, 
Mrs. Florance R. Pettier, Mrs. Robert J. Glick. 

THE LIBRARY FUND 
In Memory of: Eugene Rosenbaum by Mr. & 
Mrs. Harry Maltz; Fannie S. Grossman, Daniel 
Grossman by Miss. Florance Szobel; Dr. Joseph 
Schwartzberg by Mrs. Joseph Schwartzberg, Dr. & 
Mrs. Morton Angell, Dr. & Mrs. Allan 
Schwartzberg; Samuel M. Gross by Mrs. L. X. 
Garfunkel; Ethel Pill-by Mrs. GusWhitman·Samuel 
Sil~rblatt by Mrs. Phyllis Kamm; Ren,; Elsner 
Partm by Mrs. David Copland, Mrs. 
Friedberg, Mrs. Miriam Kraus, Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph 
Sands; Sylvia C. Schwartz by Mr. & Mrs. Phillip R. 
Palay; Gisella Mitzman by Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Deutsch, Mr. & Mrs. Jay Fader; Jack Bassichis by 
Mr. Elliott Bassichis; Hyman Leikind by Mr. & Mrs. 
Jack Zimmerman; Lydia Waldman by Mr. & Mrs. 
Adolph Samuels; Max E. Spitz, Lottie Sirak, 
Jerome D. Graen by Mrs. Max E. Spitz & Family; 
Nathan & Dora Eichner by Mrs. Phillip Saginor, 
Dr. Eduard Eichner. In Honor of: Rosa Kirtz 
Schwartz by Mrs. Jeanette J. Abramson; Mr. & Mrs. 
Albert J. Goodman by Dr. & Mrs. Saul Genuth, 
Mrs. Milton Lang; Alvin Udalson by Mr. & Mrs. 
Albert Tapper, Mr. & Mrs~ Norman R. Klivans; 
Jana Hamilton by Dworkin, Inc.; Norman R. 
Klivans by Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Friedman; Mr. & 
Mrs. Jules Piccus by Mr. & Mrs. David Immerman; 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Mandel by Mrs. Lawerance Beyer; 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Goodman, Mr. Alvin Friedman 
by Mr. & Mrs. James Mellman; Mr. & Mrs. Harry 
Dirnfield by Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Samuels. Gifts by 
Ms. Diane Cohen, Mr. & Mrs. Hirsh Rivitz, Mrs. 
Edith A. Neiger. 

THE PATTY GREEN MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory of: Max Kuperberg by Mr. & Mrs. 
Alexander Kuperberg. In Honor of: Joseph 
Bertman by Mr. & Mrs. Froyam Weinberger. 

THE PRAYER BOOK FUND 
In Memory of: Adolph Rosenthal by Mr. & Mrs. 
Adolph Samuels; Renee Elsner Partin by Mr. & 
Mrs. Harold Shapiro, Mr. & Mrs. Edward 
Martinson; Gift by Ms. Forma R. Schneider. 

COLLEGE REUNION 

Winter vacation is rapidly coming. for 
our college students, and with it come 
our annual reunion programs. 

On Sunday, December 24, there will 
be a college reunion service at The 
Branch. Some of our students will 
speak from the pulpit on the theme, 
''What The Future Demands of Us." 
There wi 11 be a chance to meet and 
talk during the coffee hour before ser­
vices, starting at 9 :30 a.m. 

On Tuesday, December 26th, at 
1 :00 p.m., there will be an informal 
sherry hour at The Branch. Here our 
returning college students will have a 
chance to talk informally, to find out 
what is happening to their friends 
from previous years, and to chat with 
the rabbis. 

We look forward to seeing you ... 
your children ... your grandchildren. 

IN THE LAP OF LUXURY 

The women of T. W. A. who sew for 
community service are proud of the 
lap robes they make and distribute to 

THE ALVIN F. MELLMAN MEMORIAL FUND nursing homes and homes for the 

In Memory of: Dr. Kart Kaufman by Mrs. Alvin F. aged. 
Mellman. 

THE MEMORIAL BOOK FUND 
In Memory of: Winifred Fryar by Mrs. Ruth 
Reutlinger; Anna Roth Weitz by Mr. Louis L. 
Waitz. 

THE BETSY JO REICH MEMORIAL FUND 
In Honor of: Mrs. Howard Schraibman by Mr. & 
Mrs. Allan Kleinman, Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schloss, Mr. 
& Mrs. Allan Bernon, Mr. & Mrs. Marty Greene, 
Mrs. Gus Whitman, Mr. & Mrs. A. Zeilinger. 

If you know anyone who is confined 
to a wheelchair or who would enjoy 
the use of one of these lovely robes, 
please let us know. It will be a gift 
from The Temple Women's Associa­
tion. Call Pearl Rolf, 461-8450. 

DISCO SOIREE 

THE JANE ELLEN UDELF MEMORIAL FUND Save the date - January 13 - for the 
In Memory of: Mrs. Robechak, Leonard Trostlar Mr. & Mrs. Club's DISCOTHEQUE 
by Mrs. Morris Udalf. SOI REE. 

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
In Memory of: Mildred Eisenberg by Mr. & Mrs. 
Alfred Mansbach. 

THE KENNETH HARLAN SCHWARTZ, 
MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory of: Lillian Samuels, Mabel Wodicka by 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Sadugor. 

THE FLORENCE S. SHAPERO DANCE I 
MUSIC FUND 
In Memory of: Florence S. Shapero by Franc■ M. 
Klivans. 

THE VACTOR FUND 
In Memory of: Mabel Wodicka by Mr. & Mn. Bob 
Alyn. 



January 5, 1979 

THE NEW CLEVELAND OPERA COMPANY 

presents 

Opera Kaleidoscope 

Scenes from 

with 

MADAME BUTTERFLY by Puccini 

MEFISTOFELE by Boito 

DIE FLEDERMAUS by J. Strauss 

Janet Alcorn ............ Soprano 

Mimi Lerner . . . . . . Mezzo Soprano 

James Shrader . . . . . . . . . . . Tenor 

Gordon Petitt ....... Bass Baritone 

David Bamberger . . . . . . . Narrator 

Judith Ryder ....... Accompanist 

KIDDUSH and CANDLE LIGHTING 
Admission by ticket only - Mail reservations early 

JANET ALCORN MIMI LERNER 

JAMES SHRADER GORDON PETITT 

DAVID BAMBERGER JUDITH RYDER 

8:15 P.M. - THE TEMPLE BRANCH 
The Ellen Bonnie Mandel Auditorium 



UNIVERSITY CIRCLE at SILVER PARK 
791-7755 Your TEMPLE Calendar - Clip and Save 26000 SHAKER BOULEVA.RD 

831-3233 

SUN 

17 SERVICES 
10:30 a.m. 

The Temple Branch 
Rabbi Silver will speak on 
THROUGH STORMS WE 

GROW-MOSES 

TWA-TMC 
MUSIC, MUSIC, 

MUSIC 
8:00 p.m. - Branch 

24 s~r~~~m~s 
The Temple Branch 

COLLEGE 
REUNION 
SERVICE 

MON 

18 

25 
First Day Hanukkah 

TUES 

19 TWA Activities 
10:00 a.m. - Branch 

Fellowship & Study Group 
Rabbi Stephen Klein 
10:45 a.m. - Branch 

2 6 No ~! Activities 

Fellowship & Study Group 

COLLEGE 
REUNION 
Sherry Hour 

Mr. and Mrs. Club 1 :00 p.m. • Branch 

WED 

20TWA Board Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - Branch 

TMC Board Meeting 
8:00 p.m. - Branch 

27 

THURS 

21 

28 

FRI 

22 

., 

Services - 5:30 p.rn. 
The Temple Chapel 

29 

23 

30 

SAT 

Winter Vacation 
Begins 

HANUKKAH ····-······················· -------------- W IN T E R VACATION - NO CLASSES ·-·· -··· ·· · -- · ·- · ·· · ·· · -··-----------------·-----·-··-------------------------------------------------HAPPEN I NG 

First Hanukkah Candle 2nd Hanukkah Candle 

31sERVICES 
10:30 a.m. 

The Temple Branch 1 
Rabbi Silver will speak 

8th Hanukkah Candle 

7 SERVICES 
10:30 a.m. 

The Temple Branch 
Rabbi Silver will tPNk 

School R•um• 

3rd Grade RetrNt 

8 

JANUARY 

3rd Hanukkah Candle 4th Hanukkah Candle 

2 TWA Activities 3 
10:30 a.m. - Branch 

Fellowship & Study Group 
Rabbi Stephen Klein 
10:46 a.m. • Branch 

Mr. & Mn. Club Board 
Meeting - 8:00 p.m. 

9 TWA Activities 10 
10:00 a.m. • Branch 

Fellowship & Study Group 
Rabbi Stephen Klein 
10:46 a.m. - Branch 

5th Hanukkah Candle 

4 

11 

LUNCHWITH Midweek Classes Resume 
THE RABBI 
Commerce Club 

12:00 - 1 :30 p.m. 

Temple Board Meeting 
8:00 p.m. - Brandl 

Services - 5:30 p.m. 
The Temple Chapel 

6th Hanukkah Candle 

5 
Servic• - 5:30 p.m. 
The Temple Chapel 

FIRST FRIDAY 
THE NEW 

CLEVELAND 
OPERA COMPANY 

8: 16 p.m. - Branch 

12 

Servio91 • 6: 30 p.m. 
The Temple Chapel 

7th Hanukkah Candia 

6 Shabbat Services 
9:45 a.m. - Branch 

School Resum• 

13 Shabbat Services 
9:45 a.m. • Branch 

MR. & MRS. CLUB 
DISCO SOIREE 
8:30 p.m. - Branch 



0!~O 'pua1aM1::> 
l• P!•d a6alSOd DBI:) puo:,es 

The Temple Women's Association 

and The Temple Men's Club 

present 

THE SAM FINGER TRIO 
Hand-clapping Dixieland Jazz at its bestl 

GUSTI 

apue,a •11.1 - ...,., st=a - •3fAJIS 1p1qqes 
INl'l3 ••J. IIIJ.- ·urd Dl=I oi o&:g-13!AJIS IUfUIA3 Alp!J:f 

.. sn :to SONYll30 
311nJ.n:I !H.11YHIA, 

331All3S . 
NOINnill 3931103 

IPlll'llld•1•1U 
·uren:o, 

IL&l 'tZ J"IWDO 

■fJII I U! puz l'IJ. 
S3SOII - MOii 9 

3M SWIIOlS H90011HJ. 

UO .. dlll!M 

113A11S All3113r 131NYO 
fqqty 

tpUIJ8 lidWIJ. l'IJ. 
·w·1 0t=0l 

8L6l, LL JlqWl380 

Si~IAHiS ONINYOW AVONns 

SSLL·I6L 
90ltt OJl(Q 'plll{aAa(J 

lllld laAIJS •• Ctl~lJJ .<nuaAJUfi 
QldWOlatf.L 

NIJ.ll11fi& ll1dW3.I. !IH.L 

Sunday, 

December 17 

8:00 p.m. at 

The Temple e,.,ch 

''The Best Folk Singer in the World" -
She's excitingl She's differentl 

TWA Shops wil I be open I 

For reservations - 831-3233 

THE FOLEY FA.MILY 
A new group of super ltM'II 
Wait till you hear theml 

Refreshments will follow the program 
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arc a normal function of human society. One of the Zionist purpo1e1 in creating 
the slate of Is rad was to allow Jewish 1ociety to be normallaed. Apparently we've 
succeeded. 

I find these figure, fascinating becauae they augge1t that far from 1olvln1 
the problems of violence, the movement from deprivation to opportunity may, ln 
fact, incxease the amount of violence within a given social environment; that ln 

fact the rise in violence of the past decades may be llnked dlrectly to the 1rowln1 
social and economic opportunity which we have enjoyed. 

Let me put these statistics on another grid. Vlolence riaea as the J'ewlah 
communities move Crom east to westp from suppression to emancipation. In 

1900-1910 in Russia, becauae of unrelieved peraecutlon, the Jewlah communlty waa 
still solid, compact, cohesive and almost wholly involved ln the lon1 familiar pat­
terms of Kehillah life. The Jewiah community waa an e.xtenalon of one'• farnlly, 
t he tight knit web of practice and relatlonahipa whlch had not frayed. The further 
west one llved the more the individual lived apart from the all embracln1 commWl­
ity~ the more he was on his own, the more he had to face the buffet■ and the brul■• 
inga of life without the aupport of family and ritual or of an extended community, 
with ita self-help mutual aid organlzatlone. In the free weet he often found him-

aelf in a corner, hie Cleta up, having to defend himaelf unaided agalnat the mallg­
nanty, the dangers, the lruatrationa of a very difficult world. It'• hard and •ome­

timea overwhelming to have to face llfe alone. One can, I thlnk, ■bow hlatorlcally 
that when persecutl~n forced a commwilty to turn ln on lt■eif, to be lovln1 and 
carln1 and aupportlve, when the community become• an •at•n•lon of funlly, mea 

• 

... 

I 
i 

I 

I 

--r 
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can b •a r friJ?hi fnl indi~nilics calmly and within the group violence ie rare. How-

ev,~r ciangerous life n,ay be there is someone who sharetl our terror, aomeone who 

can succor, nurse and encourage. You aren't alone, cornered, boxed in. If thl• 

in fact be the case it would suggest that the direction in which weetern ■oclety l1 

moving is precisely the direction which can guarantee a rapid increase in the level 

of violence in our environment. The drive or modern life ia toward radical free­

dom, to do oncvs own thing, to get away !roq1 the meeh of family, congregation, 

neighborhood and community and be one'• own. Now if the world were the womb, ~ 

warm, comforting, loving place in which we can reet in total eecurlty euch freedom 

would be an unmitigated joy. But0 the world ie a brulelng place. It'• a place full 

of human pathology. It's a place which is ruthleeely competitive and often carele•• 

of human values not to ■peak of human life. When one walk■ alone there l1 no one 

to nurse our feelings or our wounde. Suddenly there'• an accident, we're bruised 

or frustrated; suddenly a door elam■ in our face and there'• no one to whom we can 

pour out our trouble•. When all the delenaee of the body become tense and tl1ht, 

the beat or us inatlnctlvely flare out and ■trike back at the neare1t and most con­

venient target. 

it's interesting in this regard to note the urgency among ■ome who h&ve 

walked away to c-•e..ate new ties, urban commune.a, new communltlea, ln order, one 

suspects, to find pre·cisely tbae tie ■ which have bee } 

so many of these commune, ia that they . 

and · rituals that encourage an~ So mai:iy of the 

The trouble wltb 

ic base, hl■torlc contlnulty .. 

e of people all or one 

age and or elmllar They tend to be abort llved, but they • 1••t what 

c1 I have quoted •u11••t: that freedom l• on• caa•• of •lolenc:• and that 




