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244 PRAYERS AND READINGS ON SPECIAL THEMES

Reader

Our rabbis taught: six hundred and thirteen commandments
were given to Moses. Then came Micah and based them upon
three: “Do justly, love kindness, walk humbly with your God.”

Isaiah based them upon two: “Keep justice and righteousness.”
And Amos based them upon one: “Seek me and live.”

Habbakuk too based them upon one: “The righteous shall live
by his faith.”

Akiba taught: “The great principle of the Torah is expressed
in the commandment: ‘“You shall love your neighbour as

yourself.”
Ben Azzai found an even greater principle: “This is the book
of the generations of man. When God created man, he made him

in the likeness of God.”
And Hillel summarised the Torah in this maxim: “What is
hateful to you, do not do to your fellow-man. The rest is

commentary: go and study it.”

All reading
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