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Trying to Make Sense of El Salvador, 1981. 
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HEMISPHERIC RELATIONS fil9 

in mid-December 1980-as a result of aln1ost constant negotiation 
and tugging between participating civilian and military factions . 

In surve in the conten1 )Orar scene an outside observer is 

assa1 e b two ov ~ ·s1ons: the sense o fragrnen­
tat1on everyw ere in the social and olitica bo y; an t e c mate 
o 1scnm1nate almost at'fio o 1ca v10 ence. e c rrent con­
figurat1o·n o( forces stretches across a ragmented spectrum: 
wealthy landed elites and some military on the far Right; indus­
trialists, professionals, businessmen and most of the rest of the 
military, ranging from Right to Center; Christian Democrats, 
Social Democrats, labor groups, other small political organiza­
tions, and the Church stretching from Center to Left; and a few 
radical parties and armed insurgent groups on the extreme Left . 

Moreover, there is fragmentation and incoherence within these 
groupings. Even within the broad institutional cohesion of the 
military, officers express a range of views, the Christian Democrats 
and the clerics are divided, and businessmen and professionals 
represent a varied range. The Left is also factionalized, despite 
surface organization. The opposition Democratic Revolutionary 
Front (FDR) is a. mixture of moderate and radical political groups; 
the armed leftist insurgents consist of a nun1ber of factions, most 
avowedly Marxist in ideological orientation (and Cuban-sup­
ported), currently grouped as the United Revolutionary Directo­
rate (nRu). 

These elements function in a climate of violence that is similar 
to Lebanon's, and by now beyond almost anyone's control. Besides 
official govern,nent action against guerrillas, there are paramili­
tary "hit squads," hard-core terrorist groups on both extremes, 
vigilantism, and spontaneous "defense" groups, all operating with 
increased intensity and considerable autonomy. 1 

The current state of play within El Salvador can perhaps best 
be conveyed as a series of propositions: 

1) The population overwheln1ingly wants an end to the vio­
lence, and this desire now transcends political difference~ \vithin 
the general populace. Violence is almost the central reality dic­
tating the way forces maneuver. 

2) The left-wing insurgents grouped in the DRU have not gained 
in popular support; through clandestine acquisition of military 

1 It has been e~timated that in 1980 mon· 1han 9,000 people, including the popular 

Archbishop, Osnu- Romero, wt:r<· killed by political viokm·<· . In Dccemh<-r 1980 the tr,rture 

and murdt"r of tht· lu1<k·rship of the FDR and a ~hon 1i111t· later the brutal murder of thn·t· 

Anwrican nuns ancl <hlC lay missionary sparki·d a r ri~i-; that led 10 tht' most ITl't'lll rcorganilal ion 

of the government . 
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equipment from Cuban and other external sources, however, they 

have accumulated a significant military capability. In what ap­
peared to be an effort to replicate the Sandinista strategy, the DRU 
launched a widescale assault against governn1cnt forces in early 

January, 1981, in a n1ajor effort to bring do\vn the governing 
coalition n1ilitarily, and consolidate the leadership and control 

over all opposition forces in the FDR. 
3) Eleinents of the traditional economic oligarchy continue to 

try to use their old n1ilitary channels to stop rcfonn n1easures and 
restore the traditional po,ver pattern. 'l'hey have influence over 

son1e officers, but not the power over the 111ilitary as an institution 

that they once had. , 
4) 'T'he govern1nent represents the shaky center ground on 

which the n1ilitary and the C:hristian l)e111ocrats have n1et. ·rhe 

understanding between the 1nilitary and the Christian De1nocrars 

now co~stitutes the ne,v basis for official political power, but the 

understanding· is a fragile one, for the participants' n1ultifarious 
views are hard to reconcile. 'T'hc military \vants to concentrate on 

the. eli1nination of the insurgency. For the Christian De1nocrats 
the problcn1 is n1ore corn plex than public order; they advocate a 

process of social and political rcforn1 as a basi~: for re-forming an 

internal political consensus, isolating the extre,n-e Left, and n1ak~ 
ing armed insurrection less appealing. 

5) All agree on the need to reestablish order and eli n1inatc the 

violence rocking the country; but the nature and extent ofn1ilitary 
enforcernent operations, ho\iv to control the 1nilitary and security 

apparatus, and how to eliminate the various extra-official violence 
are all questions that have persistently threatened the survival of 

the Christian Democrat-n1ilitary coalition. 
6) A concept has been gradually en1erging in different versions 

and from a variety of sources-Christian Dcn1ocrats, young busi­

ness professionals, non-Marxist clcn1ents of the l-'DR-of negotiat­
ing with the opposition to re-forrn a consensus and, in effect, give 
the non-guerrilla groups a way to abandon the road of violence. 

'This concept is also being advanced by count rics like Costa R..ica 
and Mexico, and by Social Den1ocrat leaders in COPPAL (the 

Pcrrnanent Conference of Latin J\n1erican Political Panics), a 
grouping of Social l)crnocratic parties such ;1s \1cxico's Rc\'olu­
tiunary Institutional Party (PRI) and \'c11czu -·la's l)('lllocratic 

Action (AD). 
,\11y concept of a ··center .. in the current S;1h·acloran situation 

is a relative one. ·raking· it in that sense, the govcn1111c11t is a 
•\center'' and could be the nucleus of a process that over tin1c 
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UNIVERSITY CIRCLE at SILVER PARK 
791-7766 

SUN 

5 APRIL 

SERVICES 
10:30 a.m. 

The Temple Branch 
Rabbi Danial Jeramy Silver 

will speak on 
THE MODERN JEWISH 

MIND 
IV ABRAHAM JOSHUA 

HESCHEL 

Modal Sadar 
in the school 

12 
SERVICES 

10:30 a.m. 
The Temple Branch 

Rabbi Danial Jeremy Silver 
will speak on 

TRYING TO MAKE 
SENSE OF 

EL SALVADOR 

--------c 
ECONDSEDER 

6:00 p.m. - Branch 

SERVICES 
10:30 a.m. 

The Temple Branch 
R'iibW)rnhl lgz;n; IHver 

willlSiiak 

MON 

6 

Holiday Workshop 
Peuch 

Rabbi Paul Joseph 
7:30 p.m. - Branch 

13 

20 

YOUR TEMPLE CALENDAR - Clip and Save 

TUES 

7 TWA 
FIRST TUESDAY 

11 :00 a.m. - Shop & 
Socialize 

12:00 noon - Lunch 
1 :00 p.m. - John Price 

Fellowship & Study Group 
Rabbi Stephen Klein 
10:30 a.m. - Branch 
LUNCH WITH THE 

RABBI 
Sheraton Inn - Beachwood 

12:00 noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Mr. & Mrs. Club 

Board Meeting - 8:00 p.m. 

14TWA Activitia 
10:00 a.m. - Branch 

Fellowship & Study Group 
Rabbi Stephan Klein 
10:30 a.m. - Branch 

Temple Board Meeting 
8:00 p.m. - Branch 

Religious School 
Board Meeting 

7:45 p.m. - Study Group 
8:15 p.m. - Meeting 

21 
TWA Activities 

10: 00 a. m. - Branch 

WED 

8 

15 
TWA Board Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - Branch 

22 

THURS 

9 

16 

BLOODMOBIL:~ 
1 - 7 p.m. - Branch 

23 

FRI 

10 

Services - 5:30 p.m. 
The Temple Chapel 

17 

Services - 5:30 p.m. 
.____.,._..Tem .... .ga1111tl 

24 

26000 SHAKER BOULEVARD 
831-3233 

SAT 

11 
Shabbat Services 

11: 15 a.m. - Branch 

Bar Mitzvah 
ADAM SCHMITH 

11:00 a.m. 
The Temple Chapel 

18 
NO SCHOOL 

25 
Last Day Passover 

Passover Service 
& Hebrew 
Graduation 

10:30 a.m. - Branch 

PASSOVER VACATION-----------------

28 29 
TWA Activities 

10:00 a.m. - Branch 

Fellowship & Study Group 
Rabbi Stephen Klein 
10:30 a.m. - Branch 

Cl .... Resume 

30 

Services - 5:30 p.m. 
The Temple Chapel 

1 MAY 

Services - 5: 30 p.m. 
The Temple Chapel 

FIRST FRIDAY 
MARTIN GILBERT 
8:15 p.m. - Branch 

2 Shabbat Services 
11:15 a.m. - Branch 

Bat Miuvah 
JACQUELINE MILLER 

11:00 a.m. 
The Temple Chapel 

Bat Mitzvah 
DANA SIDNEY 

4:30 p.m. 
The Temple Chapel 
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