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AWACS And Arms Sales 
Daniel Jerany Silver 
October 25, 1981 

Sanetime this coning week, unless the Reagan administration withdraws 

its proposal, the Senate of the United States will vote to approve or disapprove 

an eight and a half billion dollar ann.s sale agreanent with the governrrent of 

Saudi Arabia. 'lhe lbuse of Representatives has already overwhelmingly voted to 

disapprove that sale and so that vote in the Senate has a degree of authority 

and finality to it and, as you know, there has been frenetic lobbying, great rredia 

ooncem about the vote over these past few weeks. Both proponents and opponents 

of the rreasure have told us that there will be cataclysmic consequences if their 

particular position is not affi:ared. I confess that I cannot see this decision 

as having that kind of serioos consequence. I don't think it will change IWch 

that exists, the tensions, the realities of the Middle East. I look upon this 

oontest, this decision, rather, as one of a nunber of ongoing oonfrontations be­

tween the administration and the Cbngress, between any administration and any 

Congress over the oontrol of the decision-making process in the area of foreign 

affairs. We are cxmi.ng off of a period in which the Congress has asserted acer­

tain degree of authority in this area against the imperial presidencies of Ken­

nedy, Mr. Johnson, Nixon and this is another one of those, as I see it, tests of 

force, tests of authority, between the legislative and administrative branches of 

the govemnent. And in that see-saw oontinuing battle this decision will have 

sare oonsequences. It will either say that the Congress will oontinue to have a 

major voice in certain areas, particularly the area of military sales and procure­

ment, foreign aid, or it will say that the Administration, this administration, 

at least, has for the rranent at least alnost decisive authority in these areas. 

I think that, in other words, that the lobbying and rredia buildup, the concern 

which has been shc:Ml is, to a certain degree, out of proportion to the real issues 

that ~e involved. If the agreerent to the sale is reached and over the next 

several years the five Ni/AC planes which are its central feature but mt its only 
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feature, are sent on and added to the Saudi arsenal the Saudis will not be at the 

end of their equipnent any better prepared to deal with an external attack fran 

Iraq or Iran or Yanen or even from the Soviets than they would have been other-

wise. '!he AWAC planes are in the air at this vecy narent over Saudi Arabia. This 

Administration has given a blanket statanent of our willingness to defend the Sau-

dis at any rost to us if they are attacked, and that statanent by President Reagan 

just three weeks ago was backed by that ultimate authority of international ar­

rangenents, that is, it is in our avr1 national interest to do ·so; the .. ·West cannot 

afford to have the several millions of barrels a day of oil which are caning on to 

the Western markets. And we certainly can't afford to have one quarter of the earth's 

known oil resei:ve falling into enemy hands. And so the Saudis rould rest oonfident 

that this administration means what it says. The planes are there and little will 

change on sight by this partio.ilar sale. If the sale is defeated, and it appears 

that it may in fact be defeated, the Saudis will not be weakened in any way for the 

truth is that they will be able to purchase equivalent equipnent on the open market. 

We live in a world where if you have rroney you can purchase anything from atanic 

weapons to "AWAC planes. '!he British have already indicated to the Saudi govern-

. nent that if this particular anns package fails to go through they will have 

ready for sale to the Saudi Air Force a plane knavr1 as the Nimrod which is roughly 

the equivalent of the spy plane, the camrunication center and the oontrol craft 

which the AWA.C represents . And so whether the sale is approved or disapproved the 

situation as far as the security of the Saudis will not be rreasurably affected. And 

if you doubt that any weapon that you wish to procure can be procured on the open 

market, I hq)e you have been following tre disclosures of recent days about the anns 

purchase ability of the Libyan goverment ,, This rogue govermrent which has S:EX)n­

sored terrorism around the world which we thought was equipped by and trained by 

Eastern block technicians and Eastern block annairents we now discover to be re­

ceiving through various channels large anounts of western military equipnent and 

to have its military, to a very large degree, trained by and equipped by those who 

care out of our own military and intelligence establislnrent. In point of fact, in 
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recent days we have discovered that not only are Westerners, British, French and 

Anericans training the Libyans in the use of anns and the use of very sophisticated 

equipnent, but apparently many of than were involved in the invasion of Cllad, the 

African nation to Libya's north and have been engaged in what would be equivalent 

to actual operations on behalf of this rogue government. 

If the sale fails to go through the Israeli governrcent, the Israeli military 

!X)sition will not be markedly inproved because the Nimrods and other equipnent _will 

be there. If it goes through the Israeli !X)sition will mt be markedly weakened 

because, at least in the short tenn, the United States will feel it necessary to 

maintain at least the !X)sture of evenhandedness, to sell sane janming equipnent 

and other kinds of equipnent to the Israelis. And, in any case, given the world 

as it is once technology has been developed technology will i;x:,ur into those areas, 

military technology where it is wanted, and each action by one side requires a 

counter action by the other. You can ' t keep today . atanic wea!X)ncy, z:wlAC planes, 

whatever, out of the conflicts of the v.0rld. 

And finally, and I think nost inp)rtantly for us to renenber, if the sale 

is defeated the relationships between our own governnent and the Saudi govern­

rrent, or rather between our own goverment and Saudi oil and business contracts, 

will not change despite the shadows that are being predicted, the crises that are 

being predicted by those who are trying to S!X)nsor the sale, it's a sinple truth 

that neither Saudi self-interest nor Arrerican self-interest will pennit the rup­

ture of this relationship. We require Saudi oil, the recycling of the petro dol -

lars. The Saudis require our technicians, our equipnent, our man power. Saudi 

Arabia, when all is said and done, is a country in search of a !X)pulation. Saudi 

Arabia is not deferxled by Saudi Arabians in any significant sense. It is defended 

by the West. There are forty thousand American technicians, equipnent specialists 

and officers in Saudi Arabia today. The entire plan for the reanning of the Saudi 

govermnent, the Saudi military, was drawn up by the Pentagon. Arxl in addition to 

the forty thousand Americans, many of wlnn are mt only in our active military 
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but are in other departnents of our goverrment woo are building up the Saudi anny, 

the Saudi infrastructure, the roads, the electricity, the airports, the ports, 

which are required for a modem militacy pay.er. There are an equal nunber of Eng­

lish, French and West Gennans, eighty thousand fran the West in all who are es­

sentially the hessians, the mercenaries, the man pot.\'er which makes whatever effect 

the Saudi military nay have effective. 

So the Saudis cannot live without us and we carmot, we think, live without 

than and so very little will change on the sight, whatever be the decision taken 

by the Senate next week. Let me step back for a narent because I think it's im­

portant for all of us to rea:>gnize the background of this issue and what is really 

being talked about. 

The present Saudi govermnent represents the ascension of a group of once 

nana.dic tribes called the ausaudis woo cane into pay.er in the central areas of 

this vast sub-<X>ntinent in the latter part of the nineteenth century. Saudi Arabia 

is a country three times the size of ITOdern France. Only one percent of the 

Saudi Arabian territo:ry is arable, cultable, and the large interior areas arrl 

nost of the coastlands have traditionally been governed by fiercely independent 

tribes whose only born of contact was tha fact that they shared the Muslim faith 

and that there were terrporary truces of God during the hejira, during they tine 

when they made haj, when they made pilgrimages to Mecca, to the ooly place, which 

is in Jahasz on the Red Sea in the western area of the Saudi Arabian peninsula. 

In the middle of the nineteenth century, because of the increasing contact 

of Arabians, of these Muslims, with foreigners, particularly the British and the 

French, there developed am:>RJ sate of these tribes a fonn of Muslim revivalism, 

a kioo of calvinist Muslim position koown as Wahabi. And the Alsoudis para­

military tribal chiefs make m,uon cause with this ~elistic am pietistic 

Wahabi l-llslim approach, and this allOi\'c!d them to create an institution called 

the fellowship which allO\\ed the Arabs for the first time to ccne together, trans-



5 

cending these narr<:M tribal loyalties am they created the Ifwan which is a sense 

of fellowship, military fellowship, fran various tribes, people who cane together, 

were drawn together by the love of booty, by the love of oonquest and by the Wa-
' 

habi missionary zeal. And over a period of thirty or forty years and much blood­

shed this Ausaudi-led military fellowship established effective oontrol over nost 

of the sub-oontinent. 

And then in the 1920's they felt strong enough to rrove down to the settled 

areas in the Hijas \\here Mecca and M:rlina exist and they overran those cities and 

they gained effective control over that part of the "vx,rld. But then the military 

fellowship fell to fightin] anong itself. The tribal traditions reasserted then-­

selves, and though the Ausaudis were able by the late 1920's to reestablish their 

authority, they never forgot the fact that they cannot trust their own, that the 

tribal relationships are still powerful, and so even today there are b.u, not one 

but o-.u, Arab Saudi annies. There is the so-called National Arn¥ which is centered 

in five great military centers around the country. It has the tanks. And there 

is the National Guard, another anny, which is centered in the cities and it has 

the anti-tank equipnant. And these two groups are constantly being played off 

against each other. And even today when these o-.o groups are equipped with the nos-t 

nodern of weapons, and when we're talking al::x:>ut the repelling of an enemy attack 

and even the repelling of a Soviet attack, the nurrt>ers are so miniscule that it 

makes this whole issue alnost one that's laughable. 

They estimate that -t:l'ere are between thirty am forty-five thousand Saudis 

in the regular anny; and the Institute fo~tra:te9ic Services in I.Drrlon, which is 

the nost prestigous of all the public intelligence agencies, opts for the lower 

number, that there are about thirty thoosand nen in the Saudi J\.rabian anny. And 

there are between fifteen and thirty thousand men in the Saudi Arabian National 

Guard, and again the Institute for Strategic Studies in IDndon opts for the lower 

of these b«>· figures. CClnbine these b«> figures of an anny which is ro,, played 

• ~ - ·--- ·--· ------ -
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off one against the other, an anny against the National Guard, and you have forty­

five to sixty-thousand man under anns. '!hat's the entire Saooi anny. 

Now, there's no chance, really, for the Saudis to build up this anny of 

theirs in a major way. There is oo koown public census of the indigenous popula­

tion of Arabia. Or, rather, there is a census, but it is a state secret, guarded 

and known only to the royal family. The census would seem to indicate, our in­

telligence sources tell us, that there may be four million indigenous people in 

Saudi Arabia - four million. Half of these, at least, are waren, and that's a 

matter of nanent when one talks about nian power, human poy.,er, resource in that 

part of the \\Urld ,because the~ are kept aside. Only forty thousand \\OlleI1 in 

all of Saudi Arabia are gainfully arployed outside of donestic ·service, and these 

\\Orerl are arployed only in activities mich relate to other varen. They are tea­

chers in girls' schools. They are nurses in waten's wards. They deal in smps in 

areas where only \Clen purchase goods. They are very limited as to what they can 

do. Arrl when a Saooi \Onan is allowed to go abroad for an education she is not 

allowed to enroll in the school of eoonanics or .in the school of governrrent or in 

the school of rosiness administration. She's not allowed to train herself in any 

of the so-called man's ~rk, man's ~rld activity. 

And so there are maybe o-o million Saoois who are male, and that includes 

the nost recently born infant, and the aged. Of these two millions of indigenous 

Saudis ten percent are bedouin who are still rOcl'ClinJ the vastness of the desert 

which is the largest part of the sub-rontinent. '&U-thirds are illiterate or 

sani-literate either because they're too yomg or grew up before the present 

intensive educational programs were undertaken. And so, brutally, clearly, the 

man ~r resource of Saudi Arabia is inadequate to deal with the econanic, po­

litical, social and military infrastructures and structures which are being 

created. '!he result has been that the Saudis have had to inp:)rt their man power. 

There are rrM ai;proximately eight million poople in the country, rut alnost all 

--- ------------ ---- -
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of than they have inp:)rted or all wlnn they have inp:)rted are non-Saudis. They 

O\\"e their interest, they are cultured by other traditions. They cnce fran the 

West where you deal with the highest levels of technology. They eate fran South 

Korea, fran Srilonka, fran Bengal, fran the Phillipines, when you deal with nan 

paver which is ~rking on the roads and doing the heavy labor, they cale fran 

F.gypt, anong Palestinians, arrong Syrians and Iraqis when you talk of the middle 

level of the bureaucracy. And these two, three, four million workers, erployees, 

ITercenaries wh:> have been brought in obviously have other interests, bring in 

other ideas, have other political attitooes and conceI.TIS, and this is particularly 

inp:)rtant when you deal with the oorthern Arabs who have cxr.-e into the country. 

Sixty-seven percent of the teachers in junior high schools in Saudi Arabia are 

either F.gyptians or Palestinians . Eighty-seven percent of all the teachers in the 

high schools are either Palestinians or F.gyptians and a hundred percent of all 

the teachers in the non-yeshivot, oon-Koranic schools, are either Westerners, 

Palestinians or F.gyptians. Now, these people have other philosophies than that 

puritanical, feudal, autocratic philosophy which is that of the ruling class, the 

feudal aristocracy of Saudi Arabia, and obviously, covertly, subtlely, they are 

transmitting a great deal of their concerns, their interests, and their philosophies 

to their Saudi students. 

The Saudi govemnent made no attenpt to nodernize its military, really, 

until the 1960's, and when it did so its concern was not Israel, its concern was 

pan-Arabism. This was the era of Nasser, and General Nasser, you'll rarenber, fo­

rrented a revolution in that southern area of Arabia which is called Yemen and a 

derrocratic republic of Yemen arerged which was revolutionacy in its philosophy, a 

republic, by the way, woose aJ:Iey equals in numbers the aJ:Iey of the Saudis. And in 

Saudi Arabia itself, both anong the Syrian and Palestinian and the F,gyptian tech­

nical class ~o had been brought into the oountry, and anong a small nmber of 

Saudis in the military, the 10\\er ranks of the military who were not aristocrats, 

that is, not nert>ers of the El Saudi group, Nasserite ideas spread rapidly. There 
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was a rebellion in the air force in 1969 which effectively grounded the entire air 

force of the Saudis. There were rebellions in a nurrber of the cities which were 

quickly suppressed. Fearful of the denocratic republic of Yeren, fearful of Nasser's 

Egyptian anny, the Saudis turned to the west for technicians, for expert~ and for 

equipnent. And this was precisely the tine when the British had decided to retreat 

fran east of Suez and when Mr. Nixon and his administration proclained the doc-

trine that would find elsewhere in the world surrogate governrents who cx:,uld be 

the military force and replace our troops wherever they existed. And so we went 

into a period in which Iran and Saudi Arabia would seem to be as the forces which 

\\Ullld stabilize tlE Middle East as far as the oil-producing areas were ooncerned, 

and we began p:,uring equipnent, technicians, manpower, into these oountries. It 

was a very happy solution. Alone anong the underdeveloped parts of the world they 

were still nofithin the Soviet orbit. Iran and Saudi Arabia could pay for the 

equipnent we were sending in. Qir military-irrlustrial cauplex was delighted with 

the contracts that they were receiving. Our military was delighted to be able to 

use its skills and to teach its skills to others, and in 1972, 1974 and 1976 the 

Pentagon and the CIA am our other governrent agencies developed for the Saudis 

major~, three and five-year plans which were designed at great oost to the 

Saudis to develop for than a irodern air force, a nndem navy, and to nodernize 

their anny and their national guard. 

By 1978 intelligence rep:,rts caning back to the west began to use a term 

describing what was happening in Saudi Arabia and the term was saturation. You 

may recall that in 1978 the carter .Administration prop:>sed to the Congress another 

nulti-billion dollar Saudi equipnent, ann equipnent, bill. '!he major feature was 

sending to then sixty F-lS's, the latest fighter banber in oor Air Force. And 

the oppositioo to the sale at that tine was very nuch as it is today, that the 

Saudis might be able to use these antS against Israel, our staunch ally in that 

part of the world am, roore inp::>rtantly, that they lacked the pilots, they lacked 

----~ ---------------- -- -
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the skills, to fly, to maintain the arms that we were giving than. The Carter 

Administration's response was very much like that of the Reagan Administration. 

There would be guarantees that the planes wruld not be equipped so that they could 

fly all the way to Israel and back. '!he extra banb racks and the extra wing tanks 

were not sent alor¥J with the planes and we would serrl sufficient tedmicians and 

sufficient manpower to see that these planes went back oonstantly operable. 

In 1979 it became clear that despite our assertions and our pranises we 

were not able to keep the equiprent which had already been sent to the Saudis in 

operation. You may recall that in 1979 a small group, estimated between 300 and 

500 desert Saudis, occupied the great shrine at Mecca and held off the Saudi 

National Guard for a number of days. ruring that period of tine the Yanenees no­

bilized their anny on the Saudi's southwestern border and the National Guard was 

rushai to the border, they wanted to rush the National Guard to the border in order 

to defend it. They found that they were unable to r.ove their National Guard de­

spite the fact that it had the most advanced English lover arrror personnel carriers 

in the world. It lacked sufficient nmnber of men equipped to drive these 

a.mored lovers, and where there were enough drivers the equiprent was not serviced 

and was inoperable. Arrl if they can't operate a truck or a.mored carrier how can 

they operate the nnst sophisticated aircraft in the world? And so v.'hat we have is 

a condition where a small oountry is being asked to undertake a military expansion 

far beyond its capacity to maintain in anything but cost, and where it is danandi.ng 

equipnant because it likes the nost advanced playthings, it's an aristocratic 

coontry, whidl it really has no way of handling. 

That's the problan. If saturation existed in 1978 imagine what exists 

when you talk alx>ut the new equipnant in this ~.ight and a half billion dollar new 

program v.hlch is being prqx>sed. The Saudis have rore equipcent than they have 

skilled personnel on a one for one basis, arxl the very skilled pilots required 

nust all CXJne fran the Saudis, that is fran the small aristocratic 'lJR)er class who 

insist that they want to be the flying ~s, there's mach:> involved in all of 
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this, no one else may go into the cockpits. And so, in point of fact, the reality 

is that if it weren't for the eighty trousand western technicians who I'm confident 

are often operating these planes in the air and operating the cx:mmmications equip­

nent on the groWld, the Saudis wruld find that all of this equiµrent \«>uld be 

stalled, inoperative and useless within a very short period of tine. 

If it were not so serious an issue one woold wonder at the sechel of our 

administration, of our Pentagon, of our diplanats, of the Saudis thanselves in tern1S 

of their approach; b.lt the Saudis are a feudal aristocracy and they have noney, and 

lots of it, and they have a paranoia alx>ut guns, they've always lived by the gun; 

and they want the best, and by Gcx:1 we can afford it; and if the Westerners are stu­

pid enough to be willing to send it to us and they send us along the hessions and 

the rrercenaries who will fly these things and keep than going for us, so much the 

better, we can afford it. '!here is a serious question whether they in fact can 

afford it. The present wilding up of the infrastructure and the equiµrent of the 

Saudis has cost them over two billion dollars in the last five years and the 

estimates are that it will cost than 391 billion dollars in the next four years. 

And if you wonder at the reason that Saudi oil ~rts have kept up with the nine 

or ten million barrel per day level it's because if they fall below that level 

at current market prices they will not be able to support the develoµrent projects 

which they have no,, in the works. 

The idea that the Saudis can make a major contribution to the defense of 

the oil fields is laughable. They haven't the manpower. 'Ihe Iraqui anny which 

sits to the north is five to seven times the size of the Saudi anny. The Jor­

danian anny which sits to the west and to the north is three tirres the size of 

the· Saudi anny. The Syrian anny which sits to the north and to the west is five 

times the size of the Saudi anny, and these are annies \\hich are fairly effective, 

well trained and not dependent upon foreign nationals. Indeed, they are annies 

whose own citizens sit in places of IXJWer within the Saudi anny itself, and that's 
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one of the major concerns of many who are votin;J against this anns sale, not only 

that there might be a repetition of what took place in Iran where sore of the latest 

American electronic and ccmnunications equipnent fell quickly into the hands of a 

rebel government which took over fran that of the king, but that it \\Ould be very 

sinple for the Palestinians, the 350 thousani Palestinians, \twho are part of the 

bureaucratic and technocratic and military infrastructure or the 175 thousand Egyp­

tians woo are in similar positions sinply to walk away with the blueprints or fly 

away with the planes themselves. 'Ihe security of our own military establishrrent 

is a matter of concern. What I've been suggestin;J througoout this approach is that 

the issue is not an Israel-Arab issue. In point of fact, I think that the existence 

of the so-called Israel lobby, if there be such, has played in this connection a 

major constructive role in a very imfortant darestic p:>litical debate because there 

was sufficient concern about Israel to cause a number of senators, a number of 

people who are not predisposed to supp::>rt Israel in all thi_nJs or in many tltlngs, 

Senator Hatfield of Oregon canes i.rme:liately to mind, to look hard at this issue 

and to rerognize that ultimately the only defense of this whole program is that it 

is a way of supporting those hundred and forty Jmerican corp:>rations who are ro,, 

involved in the selling of electronic equi:prent, of military equi:prent, around the 

world, and on no other grounds can this sale be defended. They will oot supp:>rt 

the Saudis in any way, oot give than the strength they lack othei:wise. '!he oil 

wells which tj,ey oontrol will be defended if they are defended by the .Anerican 

fleet, by American troops that can be transi;x,rted into the area, that's the only 

way they can ultimately be defended, and the existence of this annanent p:,ured 

into a land where it can easily be transported sare place else for whatever pur­

poses is a destabilizing influence throughJut the Middle Fast. 

On the one hand the Saudis are so weak that they nust pay hundreds of 

millions of dollars a year in blackmail to the Palestine I,iberaticn Organizatioo 

which is a group of terrorists. On the other hand we speak alnost in the same 



12 

breath that the Administration speaks,of the Saudis as a major force to prevent the 

Soviet Union from noving down and taking over the oil fields. It's laughable. The 

Saudis canoot maintain their own security fran subversion with any confidence and 

sareh:>w they are going to sustain the west fran Soviet noven:mt south towards the 

ports, towards the oil lands. 

It it is in fact in the national interest to protect Saudi Arabian oil 

fields fran our enanies we'll have to do it ourselves. That's a very difficult de­

cision that the Administration and others will have to make. 'lb go about it this 

way is to delude one's self as to what is involved. Our goverme1t reoognizing 

this, has argued that we need to keep up the ties of friendship with a noderate 

Arab state, inplyin:J that SOirehCM the Saudis are a force for noderation in the 

Middle East am in the interest of our own interests. That was the p:>sition taken 

by the carter Administration to defend the 1978 sale of the sixty F-15 planes, and 

the results of that are clear. After 1978, after the sale, we had the Camp David 

Accords and the Saudis sabotaged as best they cnuld the Camp David Accords. They 

put pressure on Jordan not to enter. 'Ihey decried the Acrords in every way they 

cnuld. They increased their contrirutions to the Palestine Liberation Organization 

and they organized an ecnnanic boycott of :Egypt. If we 're buyin:J friendship there 

ought to be a quid pro quo and ~•s ro evidence that we can buy that friendship. 

In point of fact, the Saudis are so weak that they cannot alienate any of the 

radical forces within the Arab world. '!hey are few and the masses of the Arab 

\\Urld are many. They sit on wealth and the masses in the Arab \\Urld are poor and 

they krnw that they have to J::uy off the masses, they can't afford to stand against 

than, and masses, illiterate masses of ps:>ple any place in the \\Urld are easily 

inflamad. 

At issue, I believe, in this oontest is oot the stability of the Middle 

Fast and not the security of the Saudis, oot even, really, the profits of our in­

dustrial military corporatioos, but, rather, the ability of the United States to 

free its own foreign policy fran the veto of a small groq> of Arab sheiks. 
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I '11 give the present administration credit for one accn!plishrrent. Under 

the vaccilation of the last years of the Carter Administration we allowed the Sau­

dis to veto a program to put into the gromrl a strategic oil reserve. The Saudis 

said to us, we want to be able to oontrol all production, we want to have the 

lx>yoott p::,wer, and so we wn't allow you to put into these caves that you've cut 

into the salt flats in the west millions of barrels of oil in reserve against the 

cutoff of oil deliveries. And, believe it or not, the Carter Adr.ri.nistration suc­

canbed and we stopped alnost at the beginning the stockpiling of the oil reserve 

which we require for our econany and for our defense. The Carter Administration 

agreed with the Saudis that we wuld not publish or make known even to the depart­

mentsof our own goverment the extent of Saudi econanic activity in the United 

States even though the billions of petrodollars being sent over here for invest­

ment, if they were suddenly pulled back, might destabilize and do terrible things 

to our econany. OUr own government oould not disoover because our own governnent 

was too CCMardly to stand up against the Saudis, oould not discover where the in­

vestnent was, the mcgnitude of the investnents, the oonsequences and, therefore, 

to make plans as to the oonsequences if these investments were withdrawn. And, 

finally, every time the Saudis have dananded anns, even th:>ugh we krXJW that they 

carm.ot have used these anns, they cann:>t possibly be put to useful use, we have 

kowtowed, bowed our heads, and agreed. 

What is at issue here is the irxlependence of our own policy fran the oil 

barons of the world. '!bat's the only real issue that's involved and the reason that 

I believe a majority of the Senate will this week, if the issue is sul:mitted to 

than finally, vote to disallow the anns sale. And when they do it will not be be­

cause American Jews have IroUnted a powerful propaganda lobby, it will not be be­

cause Israel's defenses will be weakened. It will be because of the reoognition 

of \that the reality is in the Middle Fast, \\hat the Saudi goverrr.ent really is 

and is not, its weakness and rot its strength, and because of the reoognition that 

we have to have if we are to assert ourselves in the world am play our legitimate 
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role as a major power in the \\Orld, we have to have irrlependence to act in our own 

best interests. We canrx:>t simply be told by a sheik woo has billions of dollars, 

I want NvAC, I want atanic weaI,X>ns, I want laser beams, I want the latest wrinkle. 

'!hey are incapable of using than. '!heir ability to use then is questionable, and 

the final disp:>sition of these weapons ranains a matter of great concern. 

We face, we live in a cruel world. We face difficult decisions, but the 

truth about the Saudis at least in the Middle East is that they are weak, not strong. 

'Ibey' re undeqx:,pulated. '!hey cannot for long really protect the l:xx:>ty on which the 

oil, on which they sit. 'Ibey are protected now by_ others, by us, by western Europe, 

by northern Arabs, by Asians. But every one of the mercenaries who are there, and 

I include the United States anong ther mercenaries, every nercenary group that is 

there has its own pur!X)se. in being there and it's not identical with the Saudi pur­

pose. And, ultimately, as the billions of dollars pour in, as the changes take 

place in~ society, the dislocations which are inevitable, the Saudi situation 

will becare a more and roore cauplex and roiling oonvulsed one, just in terr:lS of its 

own danestic dirrensior..s,. Ultimately, the country ,d.11 be revealed, I think, to 

everyone to be the small, weak piece of · geography in search of a population that 

it really is. Saudi Arabia is not a nation. It's a oountry of a few million people 

sitting on oil wmse wealth knows that it cannot stay in power, that's why it's 

investing so nuch of that wealth abroad, involved in all kinds of developrent pro­

jects, sate well conceived, sooe ill conceived, which presumably will bring it into 

the twentieth century but it's burdenerl by a philosophy, burdened by a religion 

which is medieval, and burdenai ultimately by its inability to develop an irrligenous 

culture, a ooncept of citizenship which ~uld allow the sense of loyalty of a 

nationhood to develop. Ultimately, I 'rn afraid that America will disoover that 

Saudi Arabia will go if not the way of Iran, it will becme sanething beruled by 

others quite different than those who rule Saudi Arabja DCM and we'll have to n,ak.e 

our peace with that. But for nCM, to place into their hands these weapons of 



15 

attack, control, destruction is really an ultimate fact of folly tanpered only by 

the fact that if we were ever to withdraw suddenly our mercenaries, our tedmicians, 

the Saudis wruldn't krnw what to do with the equiptent that was in place. It 

couldn't fly, it oouldn't be shot, it couldn't be used. Perhaps in a sense that's 

our ultimate weapon against the oil weapon. If you ooyoott us we' 11 pull away fran 

you, but I seriously doubt that the oil-deperrlent rowers that control so rruch of 

the discussion°fthe personnel in the State Department and elsewhere would ever 

tolerate that kind of idea. 

What;s in the future? What happens if, as seems likely now, the vote is 

against the MtrAC sale? Will the Arrerican Jewish ccmnunity be blarred? Will Aneri­

can Jews be accused of disloyalty? 'Ihe answer is yes. And will it be significant 

in the social structure in our lives? The answer is probably nc. \'le nove on 

tcxlay fran crisis to crisis so quickly that these crises tend to be forgotten. 

But yes, we will be blamed. The whole issue has been 
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