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24 OPENING PRAYERS

Bless, O God, our worship this day, that it may fill our hearts
with the gladness and holiness of the Sabbath. Let us receive
from it increased strength and guidance for our life and work.’
So shall the spirit of this day spread blessing over all days.

“I rejoiced when they said to me: ‘Let us go to the house of the
Lord.’ ” Wherever we go, God is with us. Wherever we are, our
prayers can reach him whose glory fills the universe. But we
enter his house so that ' we may worship together as a community.
As we pray together with our fellow Jews, we become conscious
of the Covenant which binds our people to God, and which
inspires us to fulfil those ideals which he has set for our fathers
and for us. We ask God’s blessing upon our worship this day,
that it may make us stronger for the tasks of life, nobler in our
aims, and conscious at all times that we live in his presence.

It has been said: “If God is not in your heart, you will not
find him in the whole universe.” May this service help to
implant the love and reverence of God in the hearts of all who
worship here this day. May the beauty of our faith lead many to
find God and to serve him in all their ways.
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