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'!he Javish Year In Reviav 
Daniel Jerany Silver 
January 14, 1982 

The Zionist dream had two basic elanents to it. It was \\UVen of two strands. 

The first was the expectation that a Javish state wculd allo.-, our people to live 

nonnally as other people do, not always lookirg over their shoulder, v.0rrying whether 

they were being followed, v.0rryirg about what they oould say and how they oould say 

it; and the other related thate is the idea that in a Jewish state our culture could 

evolve naturally without always beirg afraid of expressirg its distinction, its dif

ference than the cultures that are around us. The Jewish state is na,, sooewhat over 

a third of a century old and in many ways these°'° elements of the Zionist dream 

have been realized but they have been realized not without their contradictions, not 

without their ironies. Nineteen hundred eighty-one was a year in which sane of these 

contradictions and these ironies became clear for all of us to see. 

In Novanber of 1981 the respected Van leer Institute in Jerusalem, a social 

researcn institute-,·.·.1 r issued a study on the reading habits of Israelis, and in many 

ways it suggested that the people of ~ book had becme the people of the 1:x:>x. The 

average Israeli read very little. · Thirty-five percent read nothing at all. Twenty

five percent occasionally lookoo at the newspapers. Six in ten, in other \\lOrds, had 

essentially given up for all but the nost practical of reasons literacy. Alnost 

every Israeli who could watched television arrl in that respect was very much like 

we, their oounterparts, in other parts of the world. Not only did they read very 

little but what they read was of little value, little quality. Accordirg to this 

study the average Israeli hate has 206 lxx>ks displaced alx>ut it and, as in nost of 

our hares , rcost of those bcX>ks are children' s text lxx>ks am the kind of paperback 

suspense stories, ranarx::es and novels that you pick up in the drug store. Eighty

six percent of all Israelis had never looked into the Talmud, never once in their 

life. Sixty-four percent of Israelis had rot lookoo into the Bible, not once in 

the last year. The people of the books becaning the people · of the box, and if I can 

speak, as I generally speak as a rabbi for a nanent, I want to take as my thene this 
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noming the sinple truth that though there are dangers aplenj:y without, and toough 

nost Jews \\Orried thrrugoout last year alxmt anti-sa:nitism, parti~larly political 

anti-sernitism and certainly oontinue to \\On:y about Arab intransigence, I \\Orried nore, 

I must confess, about illiteracy and indifference and igmrance of our cultural tra

dition in all parts of the Jewish \\Orld. 

We saw in December of 1981 that even when there are alnost no Jews, as in 

Poland today, the cx:mnunity once nunbering three million Jews in the 1930's, r£M nUlll

bering less than six thousand, when tilings go wrong and Solidarity must be crushed, 

the mistakes that Solidarity made, acoordiIXJ to the militacy governnent, are ascribed 

to its infiltration by Jews arrl by Zionists and by American imperialists and they're 

all one and the same. The mills of anti-sa:nitism oontinue to chum out their ugly 

cannards in the Soviet Union and the Fast.em block and the Arab w.::>rld. There is al

ways the danger of a fifth Arab-Israeli war and certainly we've had enough casualties 

fran the first four, so I don't mean to minimize the external dangers that faced 

Jewish survival in 1981, rut Jews have faced \\Urse dangers and we're long-lived, we've 

survived.What . oo Jewish cx:mnunity has survived is the loss ·of its heart, the loss 

of understandin:J and of its tradition, the loss of the spiritual energy which keeps 

Jewish life alive. We have been over the last century a very practical people. We 

have seen the advantages of the changes that were taking place in the developnent of 

the nDdern nation state and the develcpnent of nDdern technology; and we've gained 

the skills arrl we've openai the doors arrl \aie've walked through the doors and we've 

taken advantage of all that there was to take advantage of in the larger \\Orld. In 

Alrerica we represent the single group, etlmic group, minority, call us what you will, 

which has taken nDst advantage of .Anerican ow,rb.mity, wmse incale level is the 

highest. In Israel we have created one of the few states fran tie '1hird \·«:>rld which 

has emerged into IOOdemity, into technology, as a nDdern camunity. 

But sanething' s wronJ, ~nethinJ 's missing, am what's missing is missing here 

in lmerica, is missing in Israel, and that is an awareness and an understaming of 
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why we maintain our distirx::tion, our difference, and awareness and understaming of the 

unique teachings which course at the heart of-the Jewish experience. 

We were in Israel in May of last year and Adele and I visited a kibbutz called 

Amiyad. Amiyad is a small kibbutz which sits just above the northwestern edge of the 

Sea of Galilee. It's a kibbutz which was established largely by Canadian and British, 

by western Jews, and one of the members of that kil:il.ltz had been in Cleveland for a 

number of years as a to our Jewish Ccmnunity Federation. I had oorre to kncM 

him well and had worked with him closely. We were guests in their hate. It was an 

unusual h:me. It was a h:me which was filled w"ith books, serious books, well-read 

books, and we were tal.kiBJ about the changes that were occurring in the life of the 

kibbutz. The kilibutz had just b.o years before voted to reverse its earlier policy and 

to allow the children to be raised in the hare rather than in donnitories. Now, this 

was a difficult decision for that kihrutz for it affected a basic change in its early 

socialist ideology. It was an expensive decision _for the kili>utz because it required 

that it wild an extra roan in every h:me that was on the groonds. But as we began 

to talk about this change, which is oot an unusual change in many of the kibbutzim, 

we talked also of the patterns of growth and of adaptation in the young prople. We 

were told that as the youngster ·graduates fran secondary school in the kibbutz of 

when he or she carpletes their military service, they're sponsored by the kibbutz to 

a year of wandering· abroad,· ·a: year in \\hich. they can get to kncM the larger \\Orld 

because the kibbutz ~rld is a very small cxmnunity. And one of the tilings that had 

troubloo the kibwtz as they lookoo back on the ten year experience with this vander

yar was in alnost every year one or another of the boys and girls who had graduated 

fran the kibbutzim, woo \\1ellt out into the larger ~rld, gravitated to one of the 

gurus or one of the cults or one of the strange and exotic religious cxmnunities, not 

necessarily a Jewish cxmrunity, which had been part of our western culture in these 

last twenty or thirty years. 

'!here is a spiritual hunger even in this intense socialist kibbutz for sate-
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thing which the kibb.ltz had oot been able to provide. The spirit was oot satisfied. 

Now this kil:>nltz had decided that one of the older members who had sane knowledge 

of Jewish tradition should give a seminar fran tine to time to the high sdlool stu

dents on the classics of tie Jewish tradition. And they had added to MJses Hess 

and Pinsker and Ahad-a-ham and Carl Marx and their library, the Midrash and the 

Talmud and sooe of the other classics of our tradition. They were responding to the 

thate that I am suggesting to you. 'Ibey were responclirg to the fact that as in 

Israel, as in America, an innordinate number of young Jews disproportionate to the 

number of oor population have been attracted to the cults, have been attracted to 

which the gurus, have been attracted to those groups . seen to many of us to be bizarre 

but which do provide answers, spiritual guidance, spiritual enlightemrent, things 

which the synagogue, the Jewish cx:mnunity ought naturally to provide but which it 

has oot provided in ~ last hundred years or so to many. Man does not live by bread 

alone. This is a truth which though it cares fran another tradition our tradition 

ought to ccnsider and to rananber. 

We are a religioos civilization and when the religious elanent 

in that civilization is forgotten or overlooked then there is great danger, danger 

to the survival of the peq>le. And I nust say that I have been increasingly troubled 

as I have pondered these last years by the preoccupation of ·our cx:mnunity with ex

ternals. One of the headlines in the ·first edition of our Cleveland Jewish News 

for the new year read: A Hundred Percent Increase in Anti-Semitic Activity in the 

United States. And it listed sane report by the anti-Defamation league that there 

were sane 960 cx1d anti-sanitic incidents. it:>st of these incidents were sirrple van

dalism cacud.tted by adolescents or post-adolescents. Very few of tlen were very 

serious. The American Nazi Party and the Klan are still miniscule elements and there 

is still, of course, the overarching protection of the law in the United States. 

But there's a bit of paranoia in the Jewish soul today, a bit of Holocaust-1::orn 

paranoia. There is a great deal of difference when an Arab throws a grenade into 
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a group of Jewish school dlildren before a center or synagogue in Brussels and the 

kioo of scrawling of a dirty Jew or of a swastika on the wall of a Jewish canetery 

or synagogue in the United States. Neither of than is anything but vicious and ugly 

but one is a threat to life and to limb, one is a :political act, and one is sinply 

the act of ignorance, frustration, prejudice, which cannot have a great deal of fol

lowup. We in Arcerica are going to see in the years ahead, as long as the eoonany 

remains stagnant, we•~ going to see a rise in· all kioos of prejudice, anti-semitic 

prejudice, anti-black prejudice, anti-cath:>lic prejudice, anti-Mexican American pre

jtrlice, anti-WASP prejudice. It's just natural that when ti.mas are difficult people 

are frustrated and they take their frustrations out UJ.X>n a stereotype The Eneny. 

But I very serioosly doubt that Anerican Jews find thanselves in a :position when 

there needs to be mass meetings about the dangers of anti-semitism in the United 

States. What there need to be are mass meetings abcut the dangers of Jewish illiter

acy and ignorance in cultural indifference in the United States. Here, as in Israel, 

we are raising a generation of yoUn] Jews to have a Judaism which is as thin and as 

pallid as that of the majority of their parents. And Judaism cannot survive be

cause it has little to offer under that kind of situation. It is a label :iirp:)sed 

fran without rather than a loyalty which E!lerges fran within and to which there is 

a natural desire on the part of a Y0un:J person to caunit himself or herself. 

And because of this massive indifference to Jewish learning, Jew

ish spirituality, the absence of piety in the hate, the absence of Jewish rooks on 

the shelf and, nore inp:>rtantly, .. ·of Je¢.sh books in the hand and in the mird; be

cause of this widespread indifference to all that makes for spirituality and makes 

for learning and understanding, a strarge thing is happening in our cxmnunities, 

both in Israel and here. And that is that as we have developed our a.ilture it has 

been developed in b.o separate \\Orlds. ibm you visit Israel and you visit the Hebrew 

University,you visit Haifa, you vis~t. Tel Aviv Upiversity., you visit the University 

of the Negev, you walk into very nodem, very well developed, beautifully articu

lated research laboratories, libraries, class:roaus where advanced learning is taking 
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place, but it is denatured learninJ. It is a learning of the technological age. 

Side by side with that is what passes for Jewish learning, the 

old-fashioned yeshivot, worlds which are nelieval in construct arrl in substance, and 

these tw::> worlds hardly touch and, increasingly, because of this interest of the ma

jority world with all of its talents in the religious elerrent of our religious ci

vilization, central of that religious elarent is given over to the nost orthodox of 

the orthodox. Once u!X)n a tme we tlnught, most of us still think of Jewish life in 

America arrl Israel, as divided between three denaninations: Refonn, Conservative 

and Orthodox. ~re recently, it has been truer to say that there are four denanin

ations in Jewish life: Refonn, Cbnservative, Orthodox and Fanatic, and the fanatics 

are called hareidim which in Hebrew means those who are full of fear and of trenb

ling, fear and tranbling before the I.Drd, to wtan nothing else matters, nothing else 

matters save the four l's of the Talmud, save the old-fashioned v.0rld of Eastern 

Europe with which they were once familiar. They are the stone throwers in Israel 

who threw stones against cars that pass by their quarter on the Sabbath. Arrl be

cause of the peculiar political context of Israel they have gotten nore and nore 

political power and have been corrupted as inevitably all groups are by that IXJWer. 

In 1981 there was an election in Israel. '!he election ended with 

the Licud, Mr. Begin's party, receiving 48 votes, 48 seats in the new Kennesset; 

labor receiving 47 seats in the new Kennesset. You need 61 seats to organize the 

Kennesset and to organize a goverrment, and the _control of that swing vote was en

tirely in the han:ls of the three ultra-orthcxlox parties ·in Israel, arrl these parties 

are in the hands of tlx>se wlD are the nost orthodox of the orthodox. '!here is an 

intelligent understanling, m:xierate orthodoxy which urx:lerstands the need to live 

in two worlds. It's the largest group within the ortlxxx>x tradition, but it's oot 

the nest active; it's not the nDSt fanatic; it's oot the IOOSt politically IX)Werful; 

and so it is these hareidim are increasingly - the nature of our religious 

life. . . ... . 
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'!he paradox of the Jewish dream - we created a Jewish state so 

that Jewish life and Jewish culture am Jewish civilization might naturally evolve. 

In point of fact in the Jewish state one can alrrost say that Jewish religious life 

has dissolved, that it has turned inward, turned U!X)n itself, sought to bea:me we

dieval again rather than to adapt itself into roodernity. And because of this power

ful swing vote of these three small orthooox parties, in 1981 Mr. Begin, in order 

to fonn ·a goverrnnent, agreed with these parties to a number of their dercands, de

mands which have escalated with each election. All yeshivah students are to be granted 

exauption fran military service. ~st \\O'tlen fran the orthodox ccmnunity are to be 

granted sllllilar exanption. '!he buildinJ of donni.tories for yeshivot students is to 

take precedence over all other s.irnilar kinds of building projects in Israel. '!he 

yeshivot are to be given financial aid by the number of students equivalent in exact 

dollar tenns to. the aid given to the major universities although, of course, they 

have no needs to have laboratories or expensive equipnent or libraries of the dirren

sion tjlat the universities themselves must provide. Those woo claim having suddenly 

seen the light and joining the orthodox group are to be granted these same privil-
. . 

eges. 'Ihe ports of Israel are to be closed on the Sabbath. '!he airport is to be 

closed. El Al is not to fly which means El Al really can't fly 1:\\0 of the seven 

days of the week, and this for an airline which lost 40 millions of dollars last 

year. And, nost inp:>rtantly of all, ·because it affects Jewish life both in Israel 

and out, the law of the return is to be anended so that a Jew will be defmed as 

one who has a Jewish rrother or one who has been converted to Judaism by the ortixxlox 

law. We will then have in our cnmunity bK> kims of Jews for the first tine in our 

history, those who are acceptable by the state legally and those who are nore than 

accepted in this COJ'X1r8gatial and 110st other ex>n]regations as full Jews because in 

fact they are. 

'!he issue in Israel has becate increasingly tense arx1 increas

ingly dangerous because it is a politicized, medieval, :fuooanentalist, fanatic 

orthodoxy by wich Judaisn is being labeled by toose \tbo are growing up in rela-
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tively secular lntes and, obviously, they are going to react very strongly against 

it. sane of the pressures that the hareid.im brought against the cx:mnuni ty in Is

rael, against the govermrent, were alnost burlesque in their effect. In the last 

three years archoologists have been conducting a najor dig in what's called Kiryat

darim, the city of David which is the oldest section of the city of Jerusalem. When 

you as a visitor, as a tourist, go ' into Jerusalem and enter the walled city you 

think that you are in the old city. In fact, .you are in a Ranan city and a nalieval 

city. The city of Judean times lies to the south, outside the wall, down towards 

the valley of Kidvan. It looks from tre outside simply to be rubble, but in the 

last twenty years or so, first in an expedition led by Katherine Kenyon arrl now an 

Israeli expedition, have been working on this site in order to uncover it and 

to understand it. 

In 1979 rurrors began to circulate anong the hareidim that this site 

had once been a medieval cemetery and·, therefore, they believed it ought not to be 

disturbed. In 1980 one of their black-coated, bl ack-hatted nenbers was walking 

by the site when he claimed he saw a bulldozer turn over ground which included a 

human foot and ircmediately a great frenzy arose arrong the hareidim and they de

nanded that the dig be closed down. The archeologists refused. In June of 1981 

the hareidim issued a rabbinic injunction which dananded that all ~rk cease, and 

when the state refused . to agree the· troops of the hareidim, their yo\lllg thugs., 

and there can be religioos thugs, the young thugs broke into .the peri.neter and did 

a good bit of damage on the site. Police restrained th.em. The case was settled 

in the coorts. The archeologists -were all~ to proceed. At that rx,int in time 
.• 

the man ·who was the chief rabbi of Israel, a man named Shlaro Go:ren, suddenly ap

peared on Israeli televisioo with a bag of bones. which he clamied were bones of 

Jews who had been buried on the site; he said, . foi::. two nights he had clanored 

over the site and had ruined his suit in the process, and he found all of these 

bones, the archeologists ~ lying to the piblic, and he had a stack of oooks 
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with him before the television camera which he said proved conclusively that this 

site had once been a cemetery. 'Ihe archeologists and sare of the medical pe:,ple 

said they were willing to examine these lx>nes and they foorrl then to be chicken 

lx>nes. And they were eager to examine these books and Rali>i Cbren oould rot prcx:luce 

a single reference £ran any of these bcx,Jcs that this site had once been a ceretery. 

Nevertheless, when Mr. Begin requirerl the votes of the orthodox parties in the Ken

nesset over the non-confidence vote which was sul:mitted by labor over the Cblan 

Heights issue, the orthooox parties agreerl to that vote only if Mr. Begin would 

sul::mit to the Kennesset a rule \\hich would give the chief rabbi of Israel the right 

to assent, to ·give authorization for any dig to proceed anywhere in the state. 'Ihe 

rabbinate has already received pennission to interfere in alnost all research and 

experimentation beiDJ carried oot in the oospitals of Israel. Now it is to receive 

pennission to assent or prohibit alrrost any historical research in Israel. A dan

gerous . situation, ooviously, and one which typifies this growing polarization be

tween the majority of secularists amonJ us and a mirority of fanatics anong us, and 

the absence of what we rcost desperately reed, the large middle group of Jews who 

care about religious vahies, who care alx>ut cultural experiences, who care aoout 

the quality of the spiritual and the cultural life of our cxmm.mity, but who seen

ingly do oot care eoough to becxne active or interested or involved. We're a cx:rn

nunity of people frenetically doing a lot of tlrings, except the nost important tlring 

of all, to understam what's at the heart of this tradition we say is worth sus

taining, and to fiming ways to making that heart beat strongly so that our young 

will understarxl and be noved to follow suit. 

I've chosen to review 1981 £ran this perspective because everybody else 

is reviewin} it fran a p:>litical perspective or £ran a perspective of cxmm.mity 

structure; and what I'm txying to say as strongly as I can is that the threat to 

Israel really cbes not lie in the fact that there's a taipo.cary estragauent be-

b.eell air gowm1EDt Israel - that's a pmblau. It cbes mt really lie in the 
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needs of Israel to build up its defense establishtent as a threat p:>sed to Israel 

by the sale of the AWACS and other billion dollars of militruy hardware to the 

Saudis by Gennany and by ErXJland am by France and by the United States. These are 

problans of life and survival, to be sure, but I am confident in one way or another 

they will be net and they will be overcane. I am not that confident, I am not that 

confident that the problems of Jewish identification, of the problans of the deep

ening of Jewish culture, of providing the mechanisms by which the heart, the spirit 

of Jewish life can ccmm.micate itself to the next generation arrl to ourselves, that 

this prd:>lem will be met arrl can be met. We call ourselves a religious people. It's 

hard to find the religion anong this peq)le except among those on the extrsre right. 

On the extrare left we have amther kirxl of religion, idoologies of various econanic 
. 

types, but in the middle, in the middle of what we have is an1nmersion of Israelis 

and Hebrew technology, an irrmersion of Americans in the l\tnerican technology, a 

reading public which reads everything but that which is special, which might give 

than sate understanding of the tradition, a cormunity which rarely mces to the re

ligious services of their ccmm.mities. One in two American Jews attended services 

on one of the two days of the High Holidays last year. We've talked often and we 

have in our minds the stereotype of the revolving door Jew, in on Rosh Hashanah, 

out on Yan Kipp.ir. '!hat no longer holds. The Jew crnes in those doors one day of 

the year, one or the other, one in t\\O of than. Cne in two does not. 

The !X)litic.al problems that our camumities face are real. I think 

the American Jew is overenphasizing anti-senitism, making too much of it, in part 

because his natiooal agencies depend upon the fear of anti-semitism to maintain 

their nert>ership roles; in part because of this paranoia, this projection of the 

shadow of the It:>locaust upon incidents which are not in kind or in nature or in 

substance or in quality at all similar, rut the ll:>locaust nentality, It¥ friends, 

will oot allow us to sw:vive. Indeed, it may be co.mter-productive. If we're 

CXllloemed aboot prej1¥3i.ce in these United States then we've got to get the ecaorrt 

working again. we've got to 'find ways to establish social justice in the natioo. 
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We've got to naintain our contacts with all those who are concerned with the well

being of the society as a 'Whole. And those who have this paranoia about anti

senitism tend to huddle down, to pull in, to rarove themselves fran rather than 

to ranain open and concemErl and con1ni tted. 

Yes, there nay be residual anti-senitism in many with wlnm we must work 

in these projects just as there is residual anti-black feeling, anti-white feeling,the 

anti-gay feeling arrong most Jews, but in the real world if you can help to resolve 

the social, the econanic, the J.X)litical problans you go a long way towards pulling 

out the worst of the sting that prejudice involves, at least the worst of its con

sequences. 

Nineteen eighty-one will be rananbered as the year of the banbing of 

Beirut, the bombing of Baghdad and the armexation of the Golan, and the "W:>rld will 

think of Israel, to a large degree, as having shown the pressures of a seige nen

tality during 1981. I can make the case, I've made it often fran many platfonns in

cluding its ON11, that there was gcxxl reason, given a certain set of circumstances, 

for each of these actions. Sane, like the banbing of the nuclear reactoF&rrried 

out surgically and effectively, sane like the banbing of Beirut were carried out 

sloppily and ineffectively; but I dcn't think the problan which Israel faces is 

the problan of seige nentality. It's a problan of lacking of spiritual heart, the 

problan of the ordim, the problan of the 300,000 Israeli Jews wlD now live in these 

United States wlD have cone here - why? Because if you're practical~that•s all 

that counts it is practical to live in the prosperity of the United States as op

J.X>sed to living in the stringency and the narrow limits of the Israeli econany. 

'!here's mre opportrmi ty. '!here' s less reel tape. '!here's nore chance of making 

your fortune. A cxmrunity which in fact was bowx:1 by sane higher vision might 

oold many of these people, not all, of coorse, because many pe:,ple are not mn-

mi tted to • any visioo, rut many might be held. But a practical pe:,ple, this pe:,ple 

of ours \'\hose practicality we've so prided ourselves on, we find ncre and roore 
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leaving because they're flowing to those places where there's nore bread and nore 

financial and practical advantage. If we are to survive these next years, which 

will be politically difficult for Israel, for the Jewish cxmnunity around the \\Orld, 

we've got again to firrl our hearts, and it's not going to be easy. We've got to 

find ways not only to be active but to be contenplative. We've got to firrl ways to 

teach our children that not only sJ:nuld they involve themselves in the agencies of 

our Jewish cxmnunity but they should be understanding of and draw encouragatent 

fran the practices and the rituals and the worship of Jewish life. Now God knows 

this norning I wouldn't talk to any of you about the reasons to cane to a synagogue. 

You cane here against the greatest of difficulties and you know it's rot Jr¥ nature 

to berate any congregation for the people who aren't there, but still, I want to 

give to you as my assessment of 1981 and the years before, and, of course, of the 

future, a sense of this feeling that I have, that if we are concemerl about Jewish 

survival we've got to take sone of our energies away fran structural matters, away 

fran the political concerns, all these are important, all these must be dealt with, 

and look to the quieter issues, those that don't make the headlines. The number of 

Jewish children being raisoo here and in the Argentine and in Englarrl and in France, 

in Israel, who never in their hanes see anything, participate in anything which can 

be callerl a neaningful religious experience. 'Ihe fact that Israelis speak Hebrew 

doesn't make them gocx:1 Jews. An Arab urchin and novelist whose parents voted for 

the Ccmnunist party can order a chooolate milkshake in Hebrew. lve 're talking about 

ideas, we're talking al::out God, we're talking about faith, we're talking al::out re

ligious catud tment, we 're talking about noral values, we 're talking about et0tional 

experiences, and put all that against the aipty book shelf, the thinness of the 

religious life, the indifference to the religioos practice, the 86% in Israel who 

have never looked into the Talmud am the 90 plus percent in America who have never 

looked into the Talmud; and 64% in Israel wlD haven't openerl the Bible and the 70 

sane odd percent in Jlnerica whl don't open the Bible. '!hat's where the future lies 

or that's where the future fails. 
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We rise to our enemies. We fall to our own cultural irdifference. The 

Zionist dream was one which hoped that we would beccrce like unto all others, able 

to live our a-m lives and to be able to unfold our own culture. In Israel the IX)S

sibility is there. In America the possibility is here also. we den 't lCX>k over 

our shoulders. We really don't v.0r:cy arout what others will say alxut what we are 

saying, but can we honestly say that we have raise::i the culture which has been broad 

and deep, high-level. We've raise::i a few tmusand to understand that culture, but 

we're a cxmnunity of six million and sane, arrl the sarre is trte of Israel. Arrl if 

I were to give you a parable appropriate to the new year it v.OUld be the parable 

of the Golen. In Prague in the 16th centu:cy a fanous rabbi by the nane of I.owe 

who was a friend of Johannes Kepler and who had that mystique arout him, you know, 

of being a scientist and still in a nedieval age, was the leader of a beseiged cxxn

munity. It was a ghetto. The young toughs of the town often attacked the Jews 

and Lowe was SUP{X)sed to have had magical skills and he built himself a golan, an 

atamaton. He took the clay and he put the narre of God on the forehead of the clay 

and the sorcerers apprentice came into being arrl he put the sorcerers apprentice, 

the golan, to work defending the Jewish cxmnunity. And day in and day out this 

golan, this autamaton walked the streets, protecting the weak, protecting the elderly, 

protecting the waren fran attack, but he had no mirrl. He only knew to protect arrl 

he often c:ouldn 't separate friend fran enany. He often perfonood acts which were 

disastrous because t.ley were done without discrimination. And ultimately, despite 

the continuation of the attacks on the Jews Rabbi IDwe had to reduce the golan to 

the clay fran which he spr~, take off the :nane of God fran his forehead, because 

a camunity, because a golan, because the defen:lers if they lack understarxling, 

judgnent and discrirninaticn, history, the sense of the past, the knowledge of what 

\'ve 1:t:e all alx>ut, they're ultimately people~ cannot defend us because they really 

don It know \«lat they a%e deferxlirg • 

We need an educated leadershjp arxi an educated fellowship, a canui.tted 
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hate, a camlitted heart. All these I koow are traditional rabbinic themes but don't 

disoount them because you expect them fran the µtl.pit. '!hey are true and basic and 

valid, nevertheless. 
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