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Poland 
Daniel Jerany Silver 

January 17, 1982 

On a cold January day during the second t-orld War an Anerican patrol 

plane was criss-crossing the North Atlantic, and one by one its engines failed 

and, ultimately, the pilot had to ditch the plane in the stonny waters of the 

ocean. The three-man creM managed to escape into a rubber dingh and they hud­

dled together there against the cold, and suddenly one noticed that there was 

in the water a oottle and they reached .out and brought the oottle into their 

little dinghy and they opened it up and inside there was a note which said: 

to the finders, whoever they may be, I, the genie of this oottle, offer the gift 

of the positive response to any wish they may have. Arrl the three young fliers 

thought aoout their wish and one said, you know, I cx:me fran San Diego, it's 

wann there and I'd love to be hane in the v.Tfilrnth of my family and off he went. 

And the second one said, you know, I cx:me fran Miami and it's probably even 

wanner there and certainly my family's there and I'd love to be hane with than, 

and sure ernigh, off he went. One man's left alone shivering in the dinghy. 
I 

And he says to himself, you know, I crne fran Cleveland and it may be c:olc1er in 

Cleveland than here in the North Atlantic, but one thing I know is I'm cold, . 

I'd like my frierrls to be back. 

I'm glad to have a few wann friends here this rroming and I guess 

this story which, as you probably sunnised, is a rabbinized version of a Polish 

joke, is as good a way as I know to get to the there of the morning. The ques­

tion before the West, particularly before the woole c:otmtry, this last nonth 

has been what to do, if anything can be done, about the rather brutal crackdown 

by the Polish Ccmnunist government of General Jaruzelski on the free trade tmion 

novanent which had etnerged in that country of the last eighteen nonths. Htmdreds 

have been inprisaned. Newspapers have been closed. The trade tmion novatent has 

been disbanded. Universities have been closed and we're told that they can open 

again only when their faculty is verified.which seans to be a process which is 
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a cross bebNeen being vetted by the FBI for security clearance and making one's 

professicnal loyalty oath to Senator Joe McCarthy. In other mrds, Poland is back 

again under the heavy hand of an autocratic, tyrannical, cxmnunist government, am 
the West which saw the possibility of there developing in Poland scnething on the 

order of a free society is frustrated, unable, really, to know how to respond. 

You recall t\\U previous instances of rrovanents within the Soviet block 

towards freedan: Hungary in 1956, Czechoslovakia in 1968. Apparently there were 

sare contingency plans about-what to do if the Soviets again crossed a border 

to put down a rebellion by people, but the next war is very rarely like the last 

war; and in this case it was mt a small cadre of those in power who had rroved 

to gain power that would free than fran Soviet danination but, rather, a kind of 

grass roots rcovanent arrong v0rkers to achieve the rights and freedan.s which ~rkers 

understandably believe they have every. right to de:nand. 

Now, the response of the West, of the United States at least, has been 

verbally quite pa-,erful, in tenns of action nuch less strong. We have denied to 

Polish f ishemen the right to fish in our waters. we have denied to the Soviet 

and to the Polish goverment the right to inp:>rt technological equiprent and ma­

chinery fran the United States. We have cut off the number of flights of the 

Polish airliners into these United States, but we have not cut diplanatic rela­

tions, we have not called in the debts of the Polish goverment to Western banks. 

We have oot taken the kim of ecorx:mic action which oould be calle1 a truly ef­

fective sancticn. And our allies have not been willing to go that far. They 

have uooer sane pressure, the last meetj.rg of NATO agreed to ooooenn the ac­

tioos of the Polish goverment, rut they have not been willing to end their trade 

with the east, am for a number of reasons~ The first is that their trade in 

technological equipnent, ma.chinei:y, is nuch roore jr.portant in the balance of 

trade of toose oountries than it is with us. We tend to send to the Soviet Union 

raw materials, particularly agricultural food products rather than sophisticated 
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machines. And secooo of all, there's a real fear in Germany particularly and in 

Europe generally that if enough sanctions are :[Xlt on the Polish governrrent they 

will default on their debt. And in the last ten years the bank loans which have 

been offered by Western banks to Poland have been sizable, they nm into the 

twenty billions of dollars, and there's a great fear that if the Polish govermrent 

were to default on these loans the wh:>le bankirg system in Europe particularly 

might be shaken to its foundation. And so we've had the strange relationship de­

velop between sare financial circles in the West and the repressive governnent 

of General Jaruzelski, both eager to see to it that repression ranains and that 

the trade union novenent is aborted not because the bankers in the West neces­

sarily want that wt because they are very nuch afraid of the consequences for 

thanselves if loans which probably never ought to have been made in the first 

place are defaulted arrl they have to accept those kinds of losses. 

Now, as a Jew my first reaction to this whole mess is to say, let the 

Poles at each other, that I really oouldn't care less. I don't know a 

oountry in the \\Orld where the poison of anti-sanitisn runs deeper. It's inter­

esting, is it not, that just in the nonth since General Jeruzelski has inp:>sed 

his governnent and destroyed the Solidarity nuvenent, the eoorgence of virulent 

anti-semitism has been heard again on the nedia arx:i in the newspapers of Poland. 

A great deal has been made of the fact that b1o of the nenbers of the Solidarity 

Central Ccmnittee, a man named Bronislav Gerenek am a .. man named Adam Miclmik 

cane at least £:ran Jewish ba.ckgramds, the day after the takeover a certain Pro­

fessor Kossec:ki was given an l'nlr' of time on warsaw television for a diatribe 

against Ziooists and against Jews wlDn he claimed had taken over and subverted 

oot only Solidarity tut the interests and activities of the IDnan catmlic Church 

in Pol.arxl. And the leadi.D] cardiologist of Pol.arxl, a man named Dr. Marek Edel-

man, cne of the great heroes of the Polish resistance to the Nazis during the 

secood \t>rld war, was in1uedjately incarcerated and cnly with a great deal of 
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pressure fran the West has secured in recent days his freedan. 

we tend to believe, rrost of us, that Jewish life in Poland ended with 

the Holocaust and, of course, three million of Polam's three and a half million 

Jews were destroyerl by the Nazis. What we forget is that after the second W::,rld 

War about a quarter of a million, maybe 300,000 Jews, ranaire:1 in Polam or re­

turned to Poland largely fran the Soviet Union am that inne:liately after the em 
of the war there were any nmnber of vicious pograns by Poles against these Jews, 

led by Poles who had expropriated the houses of Jews,~ rosinesses of Jews, 

and who didn't want to return these to their rightful owner. The :[X)lice stepped 

back.In tavns like Kievsha Jews were murdered openly on the streets and no 

action was taken to protect them. And so in 1945 am 1946 well over half of the 

Jews who had returnErl to Poland flErl, preferriIXJ the imecurity of a displaced 

person camp in l,estern Europe and the uncertainty of their future there to re­

maining in their harelam. It's well to re-cenber that there are documents which 

quote Herhanu as explai.ninJ the reasons that the German government was building 

the death camps in Poland rather than in Gennany by saying to those who were or­

ganizing the final solution, we can trust the Polish masses as being reliable 

in this area, we cannot trust the Gennan masses in the same way. 

Of those, probably 80 or 90 thousarx:i Jews, who did not flee in the 

1945-46-47 era their attenpts to 1:nild any kim of group life were defeated by 

Stalin and the Stalinists wh> were in power. ORI' and JOC and groups of this type 

were refused · pemdssioo to q>erate in Poland. Arxl when in 1956 there was a new 

struggle of power after the death of Stalin, both sides in that struggle blatently 

used anti•sanitisn as a waapcm against the other and all rut 30 thoosand of Po­

land's Jews fled to the Wlllt or~ they cx,uld flee to at that time. 

Ard then again in 1968 \CB\ there was aoother struggle for power be­

tween the disciples of GalDlkD and the disciples of Mr. Gerek, again Jews \Ere 

made the scapegoats. Mr. GCll:c>lko, you will rmari:>er, said Jews in Poland nust 
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make clear to eve:cyone that their loyalties are to Poland and oot to the Zionists. 

And there was at the tine a Minister of the Interior by the name of Muczar who 

adopted a policy called Polandization, which was based on the idea that no Jews 

soould have a role in the apparatus of the government, they were a mioority and 

a mioority was oot to be trusted. And at this point all but 9,000 or so Jews who 

are now in Poland, nost of than elderly, flerl the comb:y. And so we find our­

selves with a handful of Jews in Solidarity out of 8-9,000 Jews in all of Poland 

of the Polish governrrent, of the Polish spirit still expressing this old, vicious 

anti-sanitism. 

When Polarx:1 was for a brief period in this century a free counb:y, the 

Jews of Cleveland ceased to leave in the great numbers they had left up to this 

first vbrld War. The Jews kn0N the nature of the people arrong v.nan they lived, 

and for awhile they were able to enroll in universities. They were allowed to 

enter the professions. 'Ihe period was brief, and by the end of the 1920's, the 

early 1930's, Polandization, the rE!lDval of Jews fran the professions, the denial 

of Jews to place on university roles was in full swing, and by 1939, a fact which 

many have forgotten, one-third of all the Jews of Poland, one-third of the three 

and a half million Jews of Polarxi, deperxlent entirely for their support on over­

seas relief, a relief by Jews of Jews. 

And so if a man or a \\1Cl[\cl1l with a Jewish net0ry looks out at what is 

happening to Poland today their one hope is that whatever action is taken by the 

West or by the Fast will rot lead to aoother \\10rld war and, really, these people 

are not worth our cxncern which, of ca1rse, is an um«>rthy position to take even 

as we feel it. 

Jews came to Poland ~l over a tlnlsand years ago. '!here was a sy­

nagogue in Poland l<DJ before there was a dwrch. Jews were brought into Polan:i 

in large nmt>ers in the thirteenth and fourteenth century by the kiBJs, parti­

cularly Kazmir the Great, wlD l0oked upon the Jewish cumunity as creative am 

as the groop which \tJ0Uld pmrida him with the special skills, literate skills, 
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which would allow him and his party to develop the great natural resources of 

Poland. And the Jews wlD came to Poland in those early centuries were granted 

rights they enjoyed nowhere else in Europe including the right to bear anrs. 

And they, in fact, did a great deal towards developing the fanns and forests and 

the incipient factories of Poland, adding to Polarrl's wealth. But because they 

served the king and they were a foreign group, the Ranan Cat}X)lic Church, which 

has always looked askance, at least in rre:lieval times, upon the Jews having any 

role in government, any say over catholics, began to unleash. one of the rrost 

vicious and poisonous anti-Jewish propaganda campaigns which oould possibly have 

been put together and rontinued this drum beat of the Jew as a Christ killer, of 

the Jew as a deicide, the Jew as a pariah, the Jew as the outsider, for centuries. 

Church disciplines and orders that were published by the Polish church fran the 

15th century on are ·anonJ the most viciously anti-Jewish pr:onomcanents that the 

church made anywhere in the v.0rld. And ultimately they poisoned the spirit of 

the peasants, the serfs of Poland, and they made the Jev..' seen to be the guilty of 

all of the poverty and of all of the insecurity and whatever misfortune occurred 

to them. Arrl they were insisted on this by the Gennan artisans and craftsnen who 

wanted to take over fran the Jews the places of privilege which they had enjoyed 

under the rronarchy, and they brought into Polarxl a rrore literate anti-sanitism, 

the pamphlets and the oooks, the spirious clains about Jews doing this or that 

am the other. Arrl the result was that by the 15th-16th-17th century you had 

incidents of the blocxl libel, claims that Jews were poisoninJ the oost, the 

whole panoply of anti-senitic claims which we koow all too well. 

Aixl so when the doors of the West opene:1 up in the nineteenth century 

the Jews of Polaoo tumbled out as fast as they cn1l.d because Polaoo had not been 

able, had mt been all.CM:d to develop its econany in peace. It suffers fran 

geograply. It lies ai a flat plat.eau lam \tbich runs bebeen the Gennan states 

am the Soviet Union. It •s the battlegranl between Fast and West in Fm:ope, 

inevitably so, and so amdes marched across,one way or another, the Lithuanians, 
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the SWedes, the Gennans, the Austrians, the Russians, the Cossacks; they marched 

and countennarched arrl, of course, the poor and the peasants and the serfs suf­

fered the rrost. And whatever plans the kings may have had to develop their country 

often fell victim to these military actions. 

In the 18th centw:y there were several attacks by the Cossack hordes 

and then the three partitions of Poland in the late 18th century which errled the 

independence of that country as it was partitioned between Prussia and Austria 

and Czarist Russia, an imependence which remained lost until the end of the first 

t'brld War. 

Poland, then, represents for the Jew pain and anguish, anti-sanitism, 

and a recognition, really, deep dCMn that the Poles have never been able intelli­

gently to manage their own affairs. We had to be brought in to manage their af­

fairs for than and they, in a sense, oouldn't allow us to do what needed to be 

done and so I suspect that for many of us the inability of government to adjust 

to Solidarity and for Solidarity to adjust to goverment is simply another proof 

of what seans to us to be a basic inccnpetence. But tines change, and people 

change, and Poland has been noving out of nedievalisn at a very fast rate in 

the last bventy or thirty years, and though we bear within oorselves all these 

old YtUunds and all these old scars I think it \-nlld be very unwise for us not 

to recognize that what we are seeing in Poland is in a sense the convulsions 

attendant up:>n any society as it anarges into the roodern world. 

If you think back to your grandparents or great grandparents wb::> may 

have cane £ran Poland or £ran that area, you know £ran their own lives that they 

noved £ran a nelieva1 \\Orld into America to the 19th or 20th century in the six 

weeks or whatever it took then to go by ship £ran Danzig, Ostetin or Hamburg to 

the United States. If the Jewish cxmrunity was still in the Middle Ages 

so was the Polish cxmrunity itself, and whatever attenpts were made in the 19th 

and early 20th century to industrialize, to urbanize Poland, were to a large de­

gree uooone both by the secxni ~rld war and by Russian ecaoni.c and political 
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actions after the serord W::>rld war. You will recall it was Russia's undertaking 

after the serond \torld War to tum eastern Europe into a vast oolony which would 

provide the raw materials and the fcxxlstuffs for her econany and for her cx:mm.mity 

and \\Ould provide a ready market for the finished products which the Russiah govern­

ment would send in. Arrl so the Russians dismantled whatever factories there were. 

They reduced Poland to a primitive agricultural base and they undid the eoonanic 

developnents of the pre-war years. And so around 1955-1960, as Polard began to 

reindustrialize, as Stalin's policies had proved feckless and self-defeating, she 

began with very little, she began with an untrained \\Ork force. M:>st of the rrem­

bers of Solidarity are in their twenties and thirties and they cxrce fran small 

villages of Polani where their fathers for generations before were serfs or pea­

sants or illiterate men of the fields. 

As Polard has imved to iooustrialize, she's had to face the sane kind of 

challenge which has been faced by each am everyone of tie rountries of eastern 

Europe, and that is that you must make accxmrodations with Marxist ideolCXJY in 

order to accanplish your ends, that state planning fran above is rot the best 

way of adjustim to the realities of the marketplace. Now in a number of the 

eastern European oountries, Hungary and Yugoslavia being the prime examples, 

there has been a willingness on the part of the goverment or an understanding 

of the econanic reality to the degree that a certain anount of dsrocracy has been 

allowed in factories and in the marketplaces, that the t:echtX>crats have been 

able to have a say which outvotes that of the party ·cxmnisar \-hose expertise is 

in ideology, mt in producing a particular piece of machinery, arn that the 

\-Jerkers themselves ,meetiDJ Sllall workers ' groups, are allowed to talk through 

the means of producticn, ~ .. throu:Jh the kind of product they will produce, the 

quality of the product they 1 produce, and the wages of the workers are to 

sane adjusted to fitability of that factory. 'lhe result is that 

in those oamtries :t least the g,aJ ity of the t«>rk am the efficiency of the 
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work force has been increased. In Poland, on the other hand, the heavy hand of 

central planning has been retain:rl throughout with the result that not only is the 

Polish work force inefficient but that many of the prcx:lucts it produces are un­

saleable in either the quality or the variety or the kind for which there is a 

market. And in the last fifteen or twenty years, despite the vast anounts of noney 

that Poland has invested in her econanic infrastructure and machinery and factories, 

nonies largely gotten by signing for long-tenn loans fran the West, she has not 

been able to increase the profitability of her econany and the wages of the work­

ers has ranain:rl low and the morale has ranained !CY.er yet. And it had becooe in­

creasingly evident in a country like Poland that despite the ideology of the can-­

nnmist Party that they canpletely and totally represent the interests of the work­

in:J class, in point of fact those who are the cadres, those who are the popular 

workers' party of Poland, the cannunist party of Poland, represent the interests 

of the party, their political interests, their bureaucratic interests, their own 

interests and not the interests necessarily of the working man. 

When the strike in Gdanzk in the spring of 1980 was able to win fran 

the government a number of ooncessions, anong the nost .intx:>rtant to the workers 

was at the special stores and the special privilaJes which were the prer(XJative 

of the party workers should be disbamed, that everybody would be able to b.ly 

at the same stores and only at those stores, there wcul.d not be a two-level so­

ciety with privileges only for party nenbers. Poland's econany stumbled. Po­

land became heavily in debt to the West and already in 1970 when there was the 

first strike at Gdanzk, a strike \<mien was rather brutally put oown by the Po­

lish anny, there \ere clear indicatials that sanething was wrong, that the whole 

ideology which legitimatizes the camunist noverrent was awry, that the Ccmnunist 

Party was over here and the workers' interests were here and so the wh:>le 

ideology which legitimatizes the left had to be reth:>ught because, in fact, 

it was oot effective. 
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In 1976 in Warsaw there were bread riots in the ooal mines of Salisia. 

There were strikes and, finally, when in the sunmer of 1980 the shipyards in Gdanzk 

went on strike, strikes and similar IOCWatents for an irrlependent trade union nove­

rrent developed througoout the Polish nation alnost instinctively. It was a rrove­

ment frcm belo-1 and the danands of what came to be called Solidarity were essen­

tially these: that there be an independent trade union rrovement in Poland; that 

the governrrent be forced to release accurate econanic figures so that trade union­

ists could have sore understanding of the decisions that they must !Pake; that 

workers in factories wa.ild have a say in the production schedules and the quality 

danands in the product lines which were being produced; and all privileges of the 

cannunist party bureaucrats be rescirrled; that strikes be allc:Med; there be an 

increase in wages; and all this was done under the proviso that there smuld be 

an understanding that the Ccmnunist governrrent would have a leading say in the 

final decisions. And this was the fly in the ointmant because in a country that 

is Ccmnunist econanic decisions can really not be separated fran ix>litical de­

cisions. They are the obverse and the reverse of a single coin because the ix>-

li tical apparatus of the governrrent is also the econanic planning apparatus. 

There is no independent planning function. And so although the v.0rkers in Au-

gust of 1980 agreed that the Ccmnunist goverment should have a leading say in 

all of this, it was never made clear ho-, this in fact would operate. 

And we did watch with~ amazenent the ability through strikes 

and confrontations of fanners to create their own union; of the universities to 

develop a degree of freedan that they never had before, of libraries to be 

open so that anyone oould go in and read; of nB\,spapers to begin publication 

of things which were not preoensored by the govermeit; a degree of freedan which 

had not existed since the seoorn \'brld war in any of these European nations 

and which set up vibratioos of mpathy and synpathy througlx>ut the West. 
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The question was could the ~s of the \\Orkers be resolved in 

any kind of secure way without the workers ultimately confronting the state and 

the ~ of the state. Now, the camunist party changed its leaders. Urik was 

put out, Kanya was brooght in, Kanya was p..it out, Jaruzelski was brought in. A 

number of senior officials who were accused of mismanagaient of feathering their 

own nests or of bribery, other crines, were released; but wherever you look through­

out Poland there were a million and a half of these camumist Party bureaucrats 

who made every decision as to production, as to distribution, as to censorship, 

as to the organization of the ccmnunity, and in each case what Solidarity was do-

ing was threatenin:J their well-bein:J and their security and their ~r. Arrl 

on the other hand, the manbership of Solidarity though it tried to walk a fairly 

cautious line was bein:J pushai fran below by young people, yOW1g workers in their 

20's and 30's, the first truly workers' socialist novatent in all of history, to 

nove further faster. They were inpatient, and they felt that unless they solidi­

fiai their gains now they might never get the freedans and the higher wages and 

the job security that they sought for. And on ther hand, fran the West and fran 

the governrcent, there were concerns that all of this tumoil was in fact making 

the Polish econany operate less effectively rather than nore, and that Poland 

was nore and roore in danger of becaning a bankrupt state because she is so oon­

cerned with all of this inner tumoil am the efficiency of the factories and the 

output of the factories had not increased. And so there was a strange symbiotic 

relationship that developed between many of the banking interests of the \est 
I 

and the goveminJ interests in Poland because efficiency, essential control, 

seened to be the way which wool.d allow the Poles at least to nove a step forward 

towards solidifying their eoonany. 

And, finally, at a meet.inJ in November at Gdansk it became clear 

that Solidari..ty was novinJ towards chal180Jll¥1 the whole idea of tie autoority 

of the 0mtunist Party. '!hey wanted free elections. At that point it became clear 
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that the government \\Ould nove against then, and nove against then effectively ard 

efficiently they did. And so we return to our original question. What can be 

cbne? What should be done by the West, if anythiDj can be aAf½e~r~support this 

denocratic IIDVanent, this rrovement of workers with \tlhich we nust have synpathy, 

this rooverrent which points up for all the world to see the hypocrisy of the Can­

munist claim that their interests, h~ver a o:mnunist government defines then, 

are similar to and parallel to the interests of working classes throughout the 

world. 

I'm afraid that the s:ilrplest an5'Wer is that there is very little 

that can be done by the West in order to support Solidarity unless we are willing 

to roove in militarily. We cannot overthrow the governnent and the west and Ameri­

ca, too, must be oonscious of the fact that \40rld wars tend to start in Poland. 

Danzig, Gdansk, was the issue which was tre imnediate cause, the approximate cause, 

in the second W:>rld War. It's the battlaJround between West and F.ast, a natural 

i 

i 
I 

I 

battleground. And if we were to move into Polarrl in any way militarily, not only , 

would we be threateniDj the vital interests of Soviet Union, W:>rld War III, but 

we would turn that rather virulent strain of Polish nationalism against us who 

are now, in a sense, nore synpathetic, at least in the underground sense, than 

might otherwise have been. '!he world s:ilrply will not get freedan because free­

dan is the right of all pa:,ple. Jews suffered in the ghettos of Europe for hun­

dreds of years before snancipaticn. And if you'd ask any rabbi of the time how 

are we to be free, the answer had to be a cnnbination of patience, prayer, teach­

ing the young aboot the traditicnal values of the people, biding your tine, un­

til the econanic and political realities mich surround us will allow us to break 

out of the walls of the shtetl or the ghetto which had-~ inp:)sed upon us. 

Nlat's interesting, I think, historically is that in Eastern 

&trope, and also, i.JX:idmtally, in China, econanic reality as it intrudes upon 

the Omrunist state tends to lay the groundwork for the develqxneat of a certain 

indepeooenoe of spirit a,ong the \tJOrking class which I believe nust ultimately 

I 

: 
I 

I 

' 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

' 
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undertaking. But if I force by my actions, or help to force by my actions, a so­

ciety to turn in on itself and to develop fran within the skills, the techrolCXJies, 

the advanced techniques which are required by a irodem eoonany, I am training pre­

cisely that human resource which is by the fact that its mirrl has been developed, 

dem:>cratic in interest, attunoo to the very same concerns which are of ooncern to 

us. So it is unfortunate in my estimation that the West has not been able or will­

ing to embark on an anbargo of tedloolCXJies to the Fast. It is unfortunate in my 

estimation that we have tried to force fea:1 through our bank loans the imustry 

of the East and made it easier for tien to nnve into cnupetition with us, not be­

cause we fear the carpetition but because if politics be ~t I think it is, the 

reflex of the .econany of a country, it's only as this proletarian group that 

Solidarity represents ceases to be a mass am becoles a highly skilled group of 

v.0rkers woo understand what they are aoout, wlD are willing and able to take re­

sponsibility for their task and for their job and for their factories, it's only 

then that we will create in these cnmtries a counterveiling force to the bay­

onets and the secret police and the govermental oontrols which f'Ol1 exist. Arrl 

if we can't confront directly, because of the Yalta agreenent, because of the 

realities of international politics, the bayonets and the secret police and the 

annies of these countries, then, at least it seems to ma, we ought to be doing 

all that we can to help toose woo are ceasing to be hunan animals and are be­

caning human beings, ceasi.DJ to be beasts of burden and are becani.ng highly soph­

isticated, highly trained \vOI'kers, men and wanen of imeperrlent judgnent. So 

far as ~ help to st:i.nulate to create that kind of ~rking force, we will make 

possible sanetime in the future the kin:1s of new arrangements in these oountries 

which will add to 

enjoy. 

measure of freedan which the \\Orkers rightfully want to 

in a at;range way I think the Jewish experience is useful 
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lead to new fonns of government for toose parts of the world. It's sirrply not 

true that you can frcm above by order am by force shape an econany which will 

be effective, responsive to the cnuplexities of the marketplace, ard prosperous. 

It hasn't v.0rkoo any place in this world. '!here needs to be central planning. 

'!here needs to be rcotivation. There needs to be the active involvetent of the 

v.0rker, and as our industries becx:lre rcore cn:cplex the v.0rker needs to have greater 

freed.an to use his mind, to invent, to bring in suggestions \\hich allow for greater 

profitability and greater efficiency. Those camtries in the Eastern block like 

Hungary which have allo\4ai for a measure of indepeIXience arrong their v.0rk force, 

have seen the standard of living of the entire work force raised am their econany 

has becx:lre roore prosperous. Those like Poland which have not all~ this have 

seen their econany falter and stagnate. And so, strangely, Marx, in a sense I think, 

is on the side of the dan::>crats; that is to say, that econanic realities in tine 

will create a v.0rking force whidl is oo longer peasant, no longer illiterate, no 

longer brutish, which will danand certain rights, which will no longer tolerate 

sooe party loyalist telling y9u this is what we nust produce because in Warsaw or 

in .r--t:>scow or in Peking this is how it was decided. He will see that it makes no 

sense to continue along this particular way and will starrl up for his opinions. 

Econanic reality, I think, will oontinue to create the kinds 

of working class spirit which we saw explode in the various unions which cane to 

cnrprise Solidarity; am if this be true then it v.0uld seen tone that the proper 

strategy for the West wculd be to make it as difficult as possible for the econo­

mies of these oountries to emerge, to make the goverments increasingly dependent 

upon the skills of their own people. 'Ihe rore they have depeIXied upon their 

working class the m::>re p0\Er that working class has. 'Ihe shipnent of our profes­

siooals, the shipnent of our technocrats arx:1 technicians an:1 sopri.sticated equip­

ment into the Eastern block ooes precisely the reverse. It says that one person 

trained can operate a factoey and I can keep the rest of the peq,le of that mn­

nunity as serfs doing my will in sane kim of rather meaningless Jab:>~ intensive 
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itself to cb was to give up its standards, to give up the schoolrocm, to give up 

the bcx:>ks, to give up the learning which encapsulated the values of our tradition. 

We kept Jews as rugged individualists. We traina:1 their minds and refused to 

allow than to beccne sin-ply part of the proletariat, sin-ply part of the 

mass. '!here were illiterate Jews, ~e were poor Jews, there were ignorant Jews, 

but by and large in Jewish life we tried very hard to develop the skills inherent 

in every human being, am because we did so darocracy is coherent with Jewish life. 

we're a difficult people to manage but we're a wonderfully effective people as a 

catalyst; as Kazmir the Great recognized in the 14th century;as the ccmnunities 

of Spain recogniza:1 in the 15th am 16th century. vllen we are in a c:x:mnunity 

sanehow the ccmnunity begins to b.lbble culturally, econanically, socially, and 

when we are pushed out of exile, pushed out, the camrunity loses sare of its 

elant, saoo of its spirit. Now, the Jews will m longer revive Polarrl. We're no 

longer there in any nurrbers. 'll1e handful of Jews in Solidarity, believe rre, 

had very little to do with the wmle Solidarity experience. But if the poles, 

despite their anti-sanitism, oould beccne Jews rruch could ha~, and that, I 

think, is the future, the happy future if there is to be one, for that unhappy 

lam. 
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