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' '!he Year In Review 

Daniel JereIY¥ Silver 
January 2, 1983 

I want to begin this review with a news i tern which may not have caught 

your eye. Did you notice last March a sto:ry alx>ut Alanzo Mann and Ieo Frank? If 

not, I don't blarre ~u. The story was buried on the back pages and only a rabbi's 

eye would have been drawn to it. In 1913 a 14-year old girl by the name of Ma:ry 

Phagan was murdered in Atlanta, Georgia in a factory which belonged to the National 

Pencil Co. 'Ihe next day the nephew of the owner, Leo Frank, was arrested for the 

er~. Frank was subs8:Illently arraigned, tried, oonvicted and sentenced to death. 

~st inpartial observers who followed this trial were oonvinced that the 

verdict was a gross miscarriage of justice. Many called it America's Dreyfus case. 

Frank, a Jew, was on trial because he was a Jew rather than because of the evidence 

which was, for the nost part, circumstantial. 'Ihe nost damning testinony was given 

by a janitor at the factory. Janes Conlon, a man of unsavory reputation r wlx>se 

word oould not be trusted. 

After a series of appeals the governor of Georgia, John Slayton, mc1nuted 

Ieo Frank's sentence to life imprisoment. '!his oourageous act was his death knell 

as a Georgia political leader. When he ran for reelection he was soundly defeated. 

After Frank's oonviction Tan Watson, a red-necked denagogue, tried to build his po­

litical career on anti-sanitism. watson organized throughout Georgia the Knights of 

Ma:ry Phagan. Their sworn purpose was to see that justice was done to this blankety­

blank Jew fran New York. In p.rrsuit of their goal they boyootted and varrlalized 

Jewish businesses. ~hen the governor cartnuted I.eo Frank's sentence, they broke into 

the jail and lynched him. (Ieo Frank has the unfortunate distinction of being the 

only Jew, as far as we know, to be lynched in the United States). The story that 

struck my eye was a report that Alonzo Mann, rDN 83 years of age, had confessed that 

as a 13-year old office boy in that factory he had seen on the afternoon of the mur-

der the janitor, John Conlan, drag Ma:ry Phagan's body to the furnace rcx:m in the 

basE!lellt, presunably in an attenpt to burn her body in the factory's boiler. Why 
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had he not spoken up at the tima? He was a frightened 13-year old. Why had he waited 

so long? He had no answer, but he was 83 arrl he wanted to meet his Maker with a 

clean oonscience. What struck ne about this story was rot only that it confirmed the 

judgem:mt of roost historians that Ia:> Frank ha::l been railroaded, but that it was a 

fitting symbol for 1982. 'Nineteen eighty-two was the year of the Jew. '!here were 

few times all year long when we picked up the norning paper or turned on the evening 

news and did not see or hear a major story about Jews or the Jewish people or, roost 

often, the Jewish state. 

'!he year featured a spate of stories whose there was the Jew as victim. 

'!here was the attempted assa,Sination t:c:Mards the end of May of Argov, Israel's 

arrbassador to IDmon. Later in the year there was the banbing of Goldenberg' s Res­

taurant in Paris. In between there was the banbing of a Brussels cxmnuni ty center 

during which a number of Jewish children waitirg to lx>ard a bus for surmer canp 

were injured. Bants were placed against Jewish b.lildirgs fran Sidney, Australia to 

La Paz, Bolivia. 

An:>ther group of stories featured the Jew as menacing oca.1pier. Alnost 

every day you could count on a release fran the State Department or another foreign 

ministry or the w:>rld Council of Churches or sane 'lhird World oonference or a United 

Nations camd.ssion explaining about sane sin perpetrated by the Israeli governnent 

in the West Bank: the suppression of stone-throwing teen-agers; the destruction of 

hares where saboteurs arrl terrorists had been sheltered; the clisnissal fran office 

of a number of mayors of West Bank towns because they had openly oollaborated with 

the PID. '!here was a spate of ne;Jative stories about Jewish settlements on the 

West Bank which usually suggested that Israel's activity was the obstacle to peace 

in the Middle Fast, if oot to world peace. 

sane stories dealt mt with the Jewish state as an oca.1pyi~ pc:Mer but with 
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Israel's returning occupied larrls. On May 25 Israel turned over the remaining section 

of the Sinai to Egypt as agreed to under the camp David treaty. In doing so Israel 

not only turned over the military stations which control entrance to the Gulf of 

Akaha but renoved its own citizens fran the settlerent town of Yamit and the sur-

rounding neighborhood who were detenninai to flatmt Mr. Begin's policies. It was 

not easy for Jerusalen to act against its own citizens, particularly since nost of 

these people were fran groups which had supported :Mr. Begin's election, but Israel 

lived up to its agreerents. 'Ihese stories briefly made the news, but few CCJTfOOllted 

approvingly, arrl fewer reported that Israel was living up to its agreeoont despite 

the fact that Egypt was delaying its obligations to nonnalize trade and toorist re­

lations with Israel . '!hough President Mubarak was noving to align himself nore 

closely with the Arab world, Israel took the risk. 

'!hen there were the stories of the Jew as Goliath: the invasioo of the 

I.e.banon, the swift march up through Sidon, 'fyre and Danour to the gates of Beirut. 

'lllere were those terrible reports about massive casualties, reports which were 

printed without anyone bothering to check on their accuracy arrl which (X)ntinued to 

eppear even after their exaggerations had been slvwn. Pictures were splashed across 

the world of destruction, presumably caused by the Israeli armies - ard there was 

destruction - but many of the film clips and photograifis sl'x:Mn to us were not what 

they C:laimed to be. '!his was particularly true in Dannlr, that once all-OU:-istian 

tam, destroyed in 1976 by the PW. Pictures of banbed-out ruildings ai:peared fre­

quently in our press as evidence of Israel's irdiscriminate banbi.ms, but these were, 

in fact, buildings which had been damaged duri.m the 1976 Iebanese civil war, an 

unreported am unp}x>tographed war whose carnage was ro,, sanehow blaned on Israel. 

SUch \\1ere reports of the f~ent lntblRJs of West Beirut am the daily pos­

turings of Mr. Arafat in West Beirut. Were you struck, as I was, that the war was 

treated with so little attention to perspective? Few, if art:/, of the daily reports 
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oothered to mention that Israel had waited patiently for half of the year to allow 

the United States tilre to get the PID and Syria to live up to the tenns of the cease­

fire agreenent the United States nad negotiated. In 1981 the United States had pres­

sured Israel to agree to an in-place cease-fire. Alnost imnediately the Arabs began 

to flaunt its tenns . There was a massive stock-piling of sophisticated equipnent by 

the PIO and the placanent of the surface-to-air missiles by the Syrians into the 

~alley. Israel faced the danger of these ONO forces coalescin;J, the manp::,wer 

of the Palestinians and the roodern air and missile force of the Syrians into a pcwer­

ful military threat to Israel's security. Israel signaled her impatience but de­

layed actions for nonths in the hopes the United States could get the Arabs to obey 

the rules. We oouldn't. We didn't am finally, Israel took matters into her own 

hands and the State Department acted as if we had had not role in these events. 

'!here wsealso a number of stories whi.dl featured the Jew as pariah~ At­

tanpts W'ere made in various ccmnissioos of the United Nations and in the General 

Assembly to expel Israel's delegaticns and declare Israel an outcast in the world 

cx:mm.mi ty. 

There were also a spate of stories which had to do with us. All sunner 

long reporters fanned out across the lam. seeking evidence that American Jews were 

withdrawing their wholehearted support of Israel and that major divisions were open­

ing up within the American Jewish cxmrunity over Israel. All in all, you oould hardly 

pick up a paper or turn on the television with:>ut seeing or hearing a piece about 

Jews, the Jewish people or the Jewish state. A Martian would have thought that we 

Jews represented a significant proportioo of the IX)pulation and the power of the 

world. Yet, we're only twelve, thirteen million people annng four billion earthlin;Js. 

Maey of us who tried to understand this pheraneoon put it cbwn to anti­

semitism, am there was a good bit of anti-semitism in the activity of the Soviet, 

the Seoooo am Third ~rld am a nunber of rei;x>rters am colunnists. There was 

also a good bit of calculated anti-semitic ideology, particularly in the writings 
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of the extreme left which appeared in the European press. But anti-semitism doesn't 

fully explain why 1982 was the year of the Jew. 

I'd like to suggest an explanation which goes a little deeper. 'lbe world's 

religious myths have over the centuries led many oon-JcWS to think of the Jew as nore 

significant, nore important than, in fact, we krDW ourselves to be, and because of these 

~tbs the world has a long history of displacirxJ U!X)n us its fears, anxieties and 

frustrations. When scm:one close to us dies arrl we're filled, as nost people are, 

with a terrible sense of frustration, we often find ourselves displacing a lot of anger 

at a friend or relative who didn't visit as often as we tinught they slnlld have dur­

ing the nonths of illness. Suddenly, everything in us lets go on than. Or we're 

having trouble with a child and we firrl ourselves lettirxJ that anger out against 

saneone in the off ice, or even a stranger. That's arotional displacement. Nineteen 

eighty-two was a frustration year. Few people sensed arw real progres. There were 

no voices which seercai to offer a rreaningful program to resolve the world's problems. 

There were prd::>lans galore and few solutions. We faced proolaTS which we could not 

begin to resolve: oontinuing ethnic, tribal and national oonflicts; problems social, 

eoonanic, military arrl nuclear. The \tJOrld ha:1 a surfeit of proolems arrl a "WOeful lack 

of solutions. And rather than face its problaTS and limitations am make the best 

of it, the world, or nuch of it, displaced its frustration on us. 

Throughout 1982 the two super :EXJWers oontinued their hecdlong, mad rush 

to reann and to develop am deploy weapons whidl oould destroy the world nore quickly 

than earlier nodels of oolocaustial weap,ns. '!he Soviet Union is in the secorxl 

decade of a major nuclear buildup. '1he Reagan-weinberger cdninistration is in the 

seoorxl year of a major progran of nuclear catchup. Both goverments seercai willin:J 

to put their eoonanies at risk in omer to achieve an assumed military advantage. 

Dlring 1982 both super-power eoonanies renained weak. During the year the 

Soviet Union had to admit that cx:nsumer cmm:xlities would be cut back. The Russian 

harvest failai again. ruring 1982 the recession, or was it a depressicn, held our 
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oountJ:y in its grip. Nearly 11 percent of our work force are unE!Iployerl am a nudl 

larger percentage is underett>loyed. By spendinJ additional billions for nore arna­

ments we were severely increasing bldget deficits and putting the econaey at risk, but 

the Administration pushed ahead and trierl to make up for these expenditures by deep 

cuts in social programs, the eoonanic cushion which alone stood between the unenployerl 

arx:i destituticn. It was a disastrous policy and a childish gane of woo will flinch 

first, but neither IXJWer would be the first to back off. 

Because no one hcrl a gocrl idea on how to reverse the anns race, sanity mani­

fested itself in frustration. Publishers Weekly reEX)rted that in the last 24 nonths 

alone 180 of what the trade calls nuclear fear books were published, books which de­

tail the destruction which would happen if a nuclear war were to take place. In the 

spring Jonathan Schell's 'lhe Fate of the Earth was serialized in 'The New Yorker' arrl 

becarce a best seller. Schell graphically outlinai and clearly laid out the dangers, 

but could offer no realistic and achievable soluticn. All he oould offer was a messianic 

scenario. There has to be a verifiable and nutual nuclear freeze, but a freeze is 

only a small first step. 'lbere has to be a major reduction in nuclear annaroonts, but 

that will oot take place until the nations of the world abandon their territorial 

concern of boundaries and nationl'¥JOd and an entirely new fonn of international 

governance is established. '!his may happen, but the tirre frcma for such a major po­

litical change would surely be measured in centuries arx1 the question of nuclear war 

or oo nuclear war will be settled in a matter of years, decades at nost, certainly 

oot centuries. 

We were a world full of proolans for which there were oo apparent solutions. 

All smmer long good people were out in the streets seeking signatures for petitions 

demaJXiing a nuclear freeze. Many states and a number of cxmrunities placed a nu­

clear freeze referenium on the Novelttler l>alki$, and in all bJ.t one instance these 

proposals passed. The voice of sanity was ccying oot: there has to be a better way, 

tut where was the better way? '!be SALT I am SALT II treaties which were advertised 

am passed as significant anns limitation agreements accnuplished so little that at 
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the end of their effective period both the So\Tiet Union and the United States had 

greater nuclear fire power on the line than before these agreements were signed. 

I see the nuclear arms issue as a larger version of the danestic gun CX>ntrol 

issue. We keep talking about gun <X>ntrol. We keep passing laws prohibiting Saturday 

Night Specials and other hand guns, but to no avail. There are always more guns in 

people'~ hands at the errl of each year than in January. Until we make up our minds 

that all guns have to be taken away fran all civilians, there will be no meaningful - -
gun control in the United States. The world faces a similar choice over its nuclear 

guns. Until the nations make up their minds that all nuclear arms must be destroyed 

there will mt be any meaningful nuclear disannarrent. Treaties will simply be docu­

ments to be worked around. No one trusts fill:YOre else. Everyone wants the status ard 

power which cares fran belonging to the nuclear club. 

In Noverber of this year the National Council of Ranan catlnlic Bishops pub­

lished a pastoral letter in which .they called nuclear wea!X)ns irmoral, described the 

use of the nuclear threat in internaticnal p)licy as unacceptable, and called on 

all governments to accept a verifiable nuclear freeze. Their approach made sense, 

but Washington reSIX)nded that if we freeze developnent and deployrrent how do we know 

the Russians will do the sane. lt>scn-, ha:1 its freeze pro!X)sal which was designed 

to see that the anns advantage they had in place would remain in being. No one had 

any meaningful answers and so frustrations were durrl)ed on the Je,,s. '!hat was the wey 

of 1982. 

Dlring 1982 I hid a sense of being caught up in the theater of the absurd. 

'1hree cartoons captured am capsuled this feeling. A cartoon which appeared in 

the New York Tines slx:Jwed a benedaled American general saying: "the decision to 

cancel the MX or the Bl waild send the wrong signal to 1-t:>soow. It would damage our 

credibllity and make us look weak. Pushing ahead with these weapons will ~nvinoe 
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the Soviets that we' re strong. How else could we afford to waste all the rooney?" 

'lben there was this lovely cartoon which I fourrl in the IDs Angeles Times. Two 

Russian citizens are reading Pravda. One says to the other: ''Brezhnev dies and 

who do we get? Andropov, fonner head of the KGB." 'Ihe other Russian replies: 
I • 

"IX:>n't blarce me, I didn't vote for him." 'Ihe Jerusalem Post provided this delightful 

vignette fran the theater of the absurd. "Ie.banon has asked for an increase of 853 

percent in the size of the multi-national force." Arother voice says, ''wcM." 'lhe 

first voice says, "you gotta hand it to them, Amin will get all the foreign troops 

out of umarx>n even if heh~ to bring in soldiers fran every c:ountcy in the world." 

'!hat was the kind of year it was. Ih the United States we were following 

an econanic policy which was calla:l Reagonanics. No one, including the President, 
\ 

seaned to krow quite what it was . EveryJ::x:xly, including those in charge of Reagonanics, 

agreed it hadn't \vOrked and yet, we plunged ahead. 'As the public cane to understan:l 

Reagonanics, they saw it as a theory that if the eoorony gave roore to the · rich, the 

financial health of the country would be enca.iraged. Pre~y, nore rooney would be 

oonstructively invested. Everyone knew that Washington had devised a tax system 

which saw to it that the poor in our society paid nore and the rich were given rrore. 

It seaned unjust and, worse, ineffective. At year's errl rrore pecple were out of work 

than in January and little was invested in new plant am research. Reagonanics didn't 

work, but m one had a better idea. In Novarber we elect_ed a number of new legis­

lators, but they hadn't stood for any single unified policy. Mr. Reagan's popularity 

was at an all-time low, but no one had cane forward and presented an attractive 

econanic policy which seaned to have a chance of bringing America out of the recession. 

The United States did oot suffer alone. Nearly 14 percent of the work 

force in the United Kingdan was unmployed am 9 percent of those in West Gennany. 

All parts of the world were suffering, even, believe it or oot, the OPF.C nations. 

'Iwo years ago the OPF.C naticms had a ccrci)ined surplus of 140 billion dollars. They 

lost 100 billion dollars of that surplus during 1981. 'Ibis year it's estimated 

that OPEi: will mt have a surplus. Sane OPEC countries, Algeria, Nigeria am Libya, 
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are for the first time operating debit eoonanies; that is, they're spending nnre to 

irrlustrialize and modernize than they are receiving fran the sale of their oil. If 

the oil glut oontinues for long and if we remain in a \vOrld-wide depression, the OPEC 

oountries will rejoin, believe it or not, the have-mt nations, a fate they richly 

deserve. 

No one knew ha-, to turn arourx:i the \vOrld's eoonany, arrl we sensed that 

the protectionist measures many oountries were taking 'WOuld only make matters 'WOrse. 

Anerican steel workers mnplained that Europe was durrping steel in the United States 

and dananded that the goverrnrent impose quotas arrl nnunted a buy-Anerican campaign. 

'nle UAW danarrled that cars arrl parts purchased for the goverrment be entirely of 

Arcerican manufacture. We inposed new tarrif regulations with saoo of our trading 

partners, but so was every other country, and the result oould very well be that the 

flow of international goods on which all eoonanies ultimately depend will be a.anJ/f 
up and everyone will suffer. 

This was the first year when ec:onanists worried openly about the i:ossible 

failure of the entire internaticnal banking system. '!here were over 500 billion dol­

lars in outstanding loans fran mrmercial banks in the Western world to nations which 

could not make repayments. We read throughout the year of the problans of Poland, 

Jugoslavia, Brazil and Mexico despite its rich oil dei:osits, Nigeria despite its 

oil fields. Multiply these exanples by many o~ developing nations arrl sane de­

veloped ones - particularly in Scanlinavia, and the world's bankers fOUOO thenselves 

at the end of the year beginning to turn to international public banking nechanisms 

like the IMF to bail than out. In sane cases our oount:ry unilaterally gave Brazil 

the noney to carry then through, not because we cared that nuch that Brazil might 

go under, but if she went under our banks, our whole banking systan, might collapse. 

No one had a solutioo, but the Jews are around, let's talk about then. 

Before I care in today one of you said: "I cane because I wanted to kirM 



10 

if you had anything good to say about 1982." I answered, "we're alive." So I'll 

close as a ral:bi. '!he best krnwn Hebrew word in English or aey other language is 

the \«>rd, Amen. We use it at the em of every prayer arrl so do Olristians and a 

lot of people who really don't believe in prayer. Amen was used in Biblical days by 

those who cane to Jerusalan to worship at the shrine. When the Levites would sing a 

hymn, the people would respond, Amen. If you look at the Book of Psalms which is 

divided, interestingly, into five lx>oks just like the five lx>oks of the 'lbrah, you'll 

find that each of the Psalms' five sections ends with a phrase praising God arrl 

'Amen.' 

Amen cx:mes fran the sane Hebrew root as am.mah, faith, and both those \«>rds 

mean to be steadfast, to keep going, to mld on to what you believe despite all. '!hat's 

what faith is, oolding on to what you know to be right, what you believe in despite 

the frustrations, the setbacks arrl challenges of the day. It was a way of saying, 

'I agree, ' 'I will persevere. ' 

We 're going to need perseverance in the years ahead. We' re going to need to 

be able to say Amen to the oonvictions and cxxcnt.i tments which we krx,w to be right. I 

krx,w of oo magic warrl in anyone's hand ~dl they can wave arrl make everything becx:tre 

right. Orr problems have beCXJie so cx:mple.x that we need cauputers even to tell us 

what our problems are. We have to attack an alnnst infinite nurrber of separate 

problsns . '!here 's no one soluticn. Perhaps many of our prd:>lans have oo solutions . 

Still, we krx,w what needs to be done . We know what justice is an:l we krx,w what peace 

is am we krx,w what disannament is and we know what public welfare is and we krx,w 

what erorx:mic free.con rep:resents. We krx,w what we feel about many issues arrl we krx,w 

that if we':re going to be at all successful, we're going to have to nove steadily, 

patiently, deliberately, fitting one piece of the puzzle into place arrl then aoother 

piece. It's slow going, but it's the only way. Only if we join this messianic 

journey, koowiriJ we're never going to achieve all or ItDSt of the messianic goals, will 

we be able to sustain life on earth. 
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What troubles me about our times is that so many people seem arotionally 

unable or WMilling to a~pt the frustration, to admit failure, to take this patient 

vie.v. They want quick fixes. They want easy solutions, panacea.• They want our ill­

nesses diagoosed and successfully treated, and quickly. They're not prepared enotion­

ally for the long, long haul, for the long years of wilderness trekking. '!hey be­

lieve they can fly to the Pranised Land in a supersonic jet. 

'Ihe problem is that frustration breeds impatience, the closed mind, and 

madness. All around us we're seeing a revival of ferocious religious and ideological 

fundarrentalism. Millions of peq,le are ml1cti. tted to a party, a fundarrentalist ideology, 

a leader, an ayatollah, to men and to causes who claim to have simple solutions to 

the carplex problems of the world. One group after another proclaims its manifesto 

and its revolution, but no revolution can resolve the problems of overpopulation 

or illiteracy or the lack of the necessary training nest people have for today's 

job market. 'Ihe world oo longer needs the uneducated human being, tre pack horse. 

It needs the trained mind, the scientific and the technologically oriented mind, 

and the humanist, saneone who kro.vs histo:ry and psycoology and all that goes into 

making us what we are. Yet, the world is turning nore and nore toward the guru, sane 

authority figure, false proEilets, religious fundanentalists, ailts, toward simplistic, 

and therefore r dangerous, fonns of cxiuct.i tnent, CXltllLi. 1lnent whidl gives answers 

which are ron-answers, closed-mind CXJtlld. tnents. 

I hope the n~ year will be an Amen year. I hope we will f i.m a way to 

keep an open mind am a well-infonned mini and steady, but patient cncut.1.onents. I 

oope we '11 f im the CX>Urage to be st.ea:Jf ast and to persevere. Life is rot fated. 

We' re mt pursued by the furies. We' re rot shackled to sane horrible destiny as 

the Greeks insisted. We'm free, as our fathers taught us. "See I have set before 

you the blessir¥J and the curse, life and death, ch:x>se ye life that ye may live." 
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We're free. We're free to make choices, free to do the right or to be hasty in 

our cacut.i t:rrents, foolish to do the wrong. We' re alive and that' s to say a great 

deal. We're alive and we're free, and the question for 1983 and the years ahead is 

the question that's always before mankind: have we the steadfastness and the wisdan 

to use that freedan oonstru.ctively arrl sanely? 
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