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to be completely renewed. The soil of this field is of a red
color, wherefore the Hebrews have 2 tradition that Adam

wawrof a reddish color.”
“The German pilgrim Burchard, who came to the Holy

Land in 1280, wrote: “A bow-shot west of the Cave of
Machpelah is the Field of Damascus, where Adam was
formed from clay. As a matter of fact, this field has ex-
ceeding red earth, which can be molded like wax. I took
a good quantity thereof away with me. So do the other
pilgrims and Christians who visit these places; moreover,
the Arab Saracens carry this earth on the backs of camels
to Egypt, Ethiopia, India, and other places and sell it for
a very precious price. Yet there seems to be only a small
hole dug in the place. It is said that at the end of the year,
however big the hole may have been dug, it is miraculously
filled up again. I forgot to inquire about the truth of this,
but 1 can say this much, that when I was there the hole
was a small one, soO that four men could scarce have sat
therein and was not deeper than up to my shoulders. It is
said that no beast attacks him who carries any of that
earthand that it saves a man from falling.”

7 Ttalian pilgrim of the year 1347 tells of Adam’s field
in Hebron that “the Moslems of Egypt buy this soil at a
high price and chew it as if it were 2 sweet.”**

3 / THE CAVERN OF ADAM AND EVE

In the Middle Ages there was shown in Hebron the

cavern where Adam and Eve lived after they were driven Seth L =

out of paradise (fg. 16). 2 | e oL Khalele
An English traveler in 1506 described the sights of

h‘&ﬂhm

Hebron: “And in the same vale is a cave in a rock where i
Adam and Eve dwelled when they were driven out of ey
* According to the sages of the Talmud, “it has been taught that . . . o AL :
the dust of the first man Was gathered from all parts of the earth: Adam’s Eq ;e T
trunk came from Babylon, his head from the land of Israel, his limbs § st b0
from other lands.” (See Legends of Jerusalem, p, 69.) }!:14 . 3’_'-5;?' ;
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40 ¥ LEGENDS OF JUDEA AND SAMARIA //

“First the penitent scourges himself as he sees fit, three
or four times, more or less; then he unbelts his clothes and
when he is naked, he is covered from head to foot with a
coarse sack; then he is laid on the ground and pulled and
dragged back and forth by three or four strong young men;
meanwhile the rabbi or the cantor walks up and down
proclaiming loudly: ‘Thus will be done to the man who
angered his Creator, thus will be done to the man who
offended his Creator. Woe to us on the Day of Judgment,
woe to us on the Day of Wrath.” And the people look on

and weep.”™ /

8 / THE MIRACLE AT HEBRON

“He who sees a place where miracles were
wrought for Israel, should say: ‘Blessed is He
who wrought miracles for our fathers.”

Many years ago a cruel Moslem sheik reigned over
Hebron. One day he summoned the chiefs of the Jewish
community and said to them: “Know that ye must bring
me fifty thousand piasters within three days. And should
ye fail, your end will be a bitter one. 1 shall enslave half
of you and burn the rest.”

The Hebron Jews were poverty-stricken and their souls
shrank within them in fear when they heard this terrible
decree. The rabbi ordained fasts and supplications, and all
the congregation—men, women, and children—went to
the Synagogue of Abraham and prayed and wept with all
their hearts and souls throughout the night,

That same night the ruler had a dream. Three old men
stood over him and demanded fifty thousand piasters;
should he not produce that sum they would at once slay
him. Terror-stricken, the sheik quickly left his bed and
with trembling hands took from his treasure chest a purse
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filled with gold and silver coins, which he gave them,

Meanwhile the Jews were praying and prostrating them-
selves before the holy ark in the synagogue, and the beadle
sat at the narrow, lowl: ghetto gate, mournfully thinking
of the plight of his community. Suddenly he heard a noise
before the gate, and fear seized him, for he thought the
messengers of the ruler were already come. But to his
astonishment he saw the hand of a man tearing a hole
through the gate, and as he gazed upon it in awe and
wonderment it threw him a purse.

The beadle opened the purse and beheld gold and silver
coins; he bore it with great joy to the elders of the syna-
gogue. They opened it and found fifty thousand piasters,
the sum their ruler had demanded from them. Then they
understood that the hand of God had wrou ght this miracle,
and they rejoiced greatly.

Three days passed, then the soldiers burst into the
ghetto and demanded the money. The rabbi handed the
purse to them. They brought it to their lord, who recog-
nized the purse he had taken out from his treasury to give
the three elders of his dream; he understood that God had
aided the Jews, and cried: “Behold, the Guardian of Israel
neither slumbers nor sleeps.”

The Jews of Hebron appointed the fourteenth day of
the month of Kislev as a day of joy and gladness to com-
memorate the miracle. This festival of theirs they called
Takka Purim. Takka is the Arabic name for a small lattice,
and the reference is to the lattice torn in the ghetto gate,
whereby the hidden hand forced its way and threw the

urse, .
2 For many years one could see the hole in the lattice of
the gate, and when a new door was prepared for the
ghetto, a perforation was made in it in memory of the
miracle of Takka Purim, and thus it remained until the
Jewish quarter was destroyed in the riots of 1929,






