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Non-Violence: Does It Work? 
Daniel Jeremy Silver 

April 17, 1983 

Contrary to the popular saying, war is man's oldest profession. All the ancient 

patheons included a god of war, a Mars, and the god of war was not only a ferocious 

devil god, red of tooth and claw; but also a protector deity. People at all times have 

needed protection from their enemies. 

Realists describe war as statecraft pursued by other means, which I translate to 

mean that war is the way tribes or countries seek to satisfy their communal greed and 

to work out tJ t communal aggressions. As far as we know, every family tribe or so-

ciety which has lived close by another human community has @¥177 1 ES!!i sails E ic-

f:---959 tr L fL&bS&I I 1 pd& I j tr] s rersors Put sj amply, ::.""a z iii •.1· th -■■- - ■ -----I • - I • ■I - • - • 

sblh@ j d§f fee, Lill§ hi@&ils ti J iau • 11 tzjbs I 1 1 • b h n s s n n J i ;r HJ§ 

alternately felt threatened by attack and tempted to reach out to take what does not 

belong to it. Gnssi I L &li!SJB LC i&Clbll&ltssd a a t t j J@f@lib@, LS I ] ;zg bJQY. 

•-Jb at f 9 ses!s h; g] t 3 2 pg preuidjsg Isbenrnw fer jtrs I I 1 ti111. Perhaps the sad-

dest fact which history teaches.-. is that most wars have been fought under the illusion 2 

that 
w~, 

war • the way to peace and tr'.I., ),4 7 ~. t ii Jasi II • ~ ] bl the war that 

will end forever the necessity of another war. 

I l.e-- B \. C, l.u..; L '"' ,, JL., (." ..., 
Despite its commitment to peace, Judaism does not blink away the necessity for 

'T~ (i4.~ •lc. J.er,;r l'V:C- cS O wJlr 
self-defense. W0 .~a •ot a pacifist tradition. Both ancient Israel and ancient Judea 

.,.~, 
maintained standing armies. The Tecah suggests that God, Himself, often led out the 

hosts of Israel igs;set those rations wbish barred tho PRU of tbe Israelites d·w;ieg 

tbs 11i 1derssss txa1<. 

~- L.\..~ V t. ~ LJ ""~ "" ,_ '- lON War • l s 7 J s i I 
, -' , .It T t .J ~CT,-7 "Id) ,, J ~ ~ 

tjzzr unfortunate necessity. It • !!&ICE §IS ii' ] 
I\. 

2 Military power is never paraded as proof of the nation's glory, "Let not the strong 

man glory in his strength," "Not by power, nor by might, but by my spirit." I could 

put together a thick sheaf of statements from the Bible and later rabbinic literature 

which emphasize the importance, necessity and urgency of peace. "Let the way of the 

righteous be the making of the peace." "How beautiful upon the mountain tops 
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are the footsteps of the messenger of good tidings who brings the message of peace.'' 

The Talmud tells us "Seek peace and pursue it" and later commentators add, "Seek peace 

in your own place and pursue 

~ ,7\- A f l\. ""tf R i ." f,:;, I ' 
years. the pe~tiaoal prayers 

1}..... S li" "'-- """' Sc. n.. "' t. (:..:' t= '-' J J 
peace in the place of others." For the last two thousand 

in oar worship, the rott1l1ah, ahve - endecfwi°th- the prayer: 

"Grant us peace, thy most precious gift of Thou eternal source of peace, and enable Is­

rael to be a messenger of peace unto the nations of the world." 

, " ~ /-,,t ,..c,,.i ,. 1 ... , l ~ v\.D, l'l , ~ ,(l j t" l"'Lc. (:, ,., ,... , r 
The hope of peace aPrl the PQ~4 - ~aef:-e •feel~Age- ·we ei½• ~h~re. Unfortu--~~ V ~• I . ~ 

na te 1 y , ...i t Ii a cb i everneot. 
( ~ • ,,., JC.,. -. '~ ' • ~ -- ~ ~' ~ ' 

i .. ~~VQ.. .Wffeft ~1 c:u6Airbak=Q5.lft. .u W!FCtr"htttnan-

' 'P@-a-eem ~• . We are not 

~ A "- I\ f,,.f,;h. I A t ~ • • • ;, t ' I 
rqg__ch bet...,...._~ .. .,...-.t,,,,l~~.e.. men ~.s.. he tri~9 j;.Q ~ ......... ~ The 

~WI' 
medi e,val & wtts~1ut· &·zri J.d,.1mp~egnable castles. We have our bomb shelters and l!Jeoatf!se 

. \ 
'·•· go i :i • l j mit .~ion. i.ze i ou1;1st the :bilsa;\ &5a.i.n& er oar sc:i:entis ts in eree:rt!ing 

n~ wea~tec;hggJ Qgj e~ j o tbe .JliJ in.Jlpp1:; t..ba.t 1e1e . can ,create weapons whj cb ~_pun-
, 

j ,-,X ao .g~Pee~!UM' mere : eeri.ell8l,,-, •h•R he ~ pnn-:i: 

veloping eveflmore powerful arms and armour . 

.1 '.J " ~ ~ , t ,.... " .. ._. 
It bis~a5¥ teashe& us @.11&1 

mea111t i.& ieek:1:aas. ffie·;~ ~i~l always be some. ,\;who ~eli~ves he can storm the impreg-

i ~ ~ --'-' ' nable castle or doi1•e ~he most advanced weapons system. ~ere is no electronic de-
\ I . • • 

fense which cannot be pierced and no bomb shelter which can protect humankind from 

nuclear attack. 

..J~ 
Ours is not the first generation to live under the shadow of attack, and a•••~se 

I'm a rcaJjet I &rew tgat 
,., 

,,. I 
0.i;_,li.liMi-lMilllilililllllN-itMM.Wia...M ............ _.. ................................. ~-~--~~-ipllM8M8~■Ned anx-

tbe ◄osietv-_. Wbe. nncJees free11e 190uemect i, a eJseli ianii:•••••• •f l!l1e 'tlfflR@dttM::ynes,.our 

concern, Yr•. Fail Safe and Dr. Strangelove have been facts of life since the end of the 
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· whi -perenni hope-:; -some 

'-6,, " , t ~ 1\ c.; 4: 
ex u. why at some times _ we feel.. .la 

IL- I 
r.dened - by·· th • a 

to be more immediate. 

Some~ relate• this peaking of concern to the belated recognition by the gen­

eral public that the Soviet Union has been pouring much of its wealth into a massive 

military buildup and that ~"Iii" ldministration is determined to counter this threat. 

~ ~ ~ , ; ·•r 
Presumedly, tAteitpublicity about the Soviet's ao~iiiit¥ and ah ■ Nt our program of military 

catchup has brought latent anxieties to the surface. I• m•~►• b& wo,&b, jt Lf , tw;e 

I. .c 

,t,Q evaa .JIIG)c daAqerou& 

-ny peace based 1 
, 

onf threat or deterrence is fragile:9IM~•1e1•M~i¥<,~1N11N,•·~.a,~IIIIIW~ 
~i--rf , ~ Q i1 ,t=-,, 

~ C,Ur anxieties naturally lead us to cast 
~. • ~ 

program which will reduce 

the threat aa~A~"~5~QN&M•~-~~~1•.,...,..,..4•~•~a&NiliiW.111iiM_.i'G;L..•• 
l 

·11 
I __.,{,' 

Europeans, who live closer to Eas t - West divide, have set more importance 

negotiations. 

I am not an arms control I I11111111 t confess that I set little store by 
~ .. . I l -... 

either the nuclear freeze resolution ac the current arms Geneva negotiations. @Len 
~ ll 1_ ~ .( I l I I "' ,. • I," 

the re&l~otic teazc-. tae Zlll8•••'u.a QitSi ■ ne 

I fl-
act is signed each nation will bend its ener-

Tb& R@fjCt i at i OPS go 921:lb@t@ fQr 

• ngle 

arms 

is to 
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their advantage, and if ..the¥ .de,c,id~ to bre.aJr tbe CQOtract tbere is DQ ~Al.lt . which can 

epforce it. 

Some of you may remember the naval treaties which were negotiated after the first 

World War. The battleship was the super weapon of the twenties and the major naval 

f (J w:>--~ · d · f . h . h 1 . . d h . f h ceun ,as negotiate a series o treaties w ic imite t e number and the size o t e 

dreadnoughts that could be built. The Western allies, who were tired of war, looked 

upon these treaties as a way of 

looked upon these treaties as a means of gaining advantage on the West and proceeded to 

b~ild a series of pocket battleships which were jw.t a foot short of the size stipu-

• f i _.J.As as , greater fire power 

' a.Retber. The first and second SALT Treaties ended with more nuclear warheads in place 

than in the year when the U.S. and the USSR negotiated these arrangements. Si:veA tRe 

mutuaJ di §tnast :,!Ri.1h e1tit!Yte between !!!&st "!htd · lfesl!, ' betlleen ai 

l . -e d t.er ined 

efxfort by the powers that be to -get around its terms. There's always a way around 

p.per. and ..s • ~ast res.o.t a nation can just tear ~P the ag~eement. 

7ur IN (,I "-ld 'J 

Before we begin to fool ourselves about the willingness of governments to reduce 
~ 

armaments, we should look at a much simpler problem, a domestic problem, our attempt 

to take away the revolvers and the guns of those who threaten us on the street and 

in 
6ull. ~~ /\'c cl c.·c.. l" I\ ~ ~ "-~ '- _:-, ,,N , ,.. ..., " ;rr. ►~ \,,oo,- "llil ,-{ 

our homes. The eimpl 9 trutb j s that • ·a haGPe been totally aaeaeeeestul even j o that 

I\ ,.. ' '- /\.~ Af\..L,: 

limited ob:sstrive. At the end of every e•ngle year oi.aae Wor]d War ¼T there haYe been 

more guns in the 

Given these 

hands of more Americans than when the year began. 

'°"'-,,_ w,~,:r 1' "'j~ C-J h," '11" 1 ., ~~j ~.,., -;/ J A.I~\ .J. '1,i ~ r f'- ~Ir 

frustrations, ~es• - ~ e •• &aapsilllel tnat some have begun to 
~ 

look for more radical programs which might help us deal with the question of life and 

Ji """'n.~ Jc.C..,tl / , ~ ~~ r--,--,. r "" ...... .... "'"',..) 
death on earth. Some have advocated,_-an end to t!Ptl nation state., but llliwe ,._ n-.. not b&t1a 

able to describe how this could be achieved. Others advocate unilateral disarmament 

'J,.._., I,,_ J 
but have not been able to da■ ea.ibe how we might keep our freedoms. Others have ad-

, ' r ... P..,u., ti~ 
vocated active non-violence and have ueaa•••• Jtlcaillasr the 

$ 
example..._t Mohandas Ghandi 

, 



"' not, like G andi, 

-bare our breasts cttoi .......... io¥-.... b~y ........ fllllllilllillllNll~QwwJJ~5~iM2•]-1~,_,.,, ~8 acfiect ~nu ·- e,~ , .g-
I 

~I\ .,, I / " 

There is no question that Ghandi is to be numbered among the heroic and noble figure 

of our century. 
J.J4, t'~~ 

He is seen as that most unusual of humans, a successful saint~-9ftd ' 

. 'nd 
it is t+fe assumption of success which attracts us to his example. We want results 

' ' from our "" '--' " Actually, 

tab) e rs tbj e @MEtnrru and would have come whether or not Ghandi had appeared on the scene 
~ 

•r i.i this century colonialism has simply become 
CJ ea,, l" ) I I { ·, l 

r;gpean coloe i «-l •P')•t1al'a ,.-.u~a w& i:.a110 &go~ _t.h,Q 
,. ' /'J 

, d~pene@•••, ne after another/\ 

.ox: PA, -~ta.od .could ,..i.M~~ .. .a.l'Nler•;:,..a~t~ftl!!llot,HllifllH'"fl. 

:wt •j•••••t1t, Ghandi's attraction lies 

personify a pQljticak policy which 
14 ,.. r i" 

J 
(\Qli~~◄~-a..-.!19'ffl!l!'-.t ........ .-.. _ .... illlll.-S, 

t!.~(S.;1£!1..';:::?;=tm~g; fm; tbo, Eu-

- t -u.. • LI\.JOt '4-- vvf' \ ,,.,, 

igqs. of .t.Aa T~ir<i Wor !-&~in their in-
V'-~ u 

.GlMlndi 

. . in his ability to 

/' 
~,..... ~ ~ca.- ,Q.f 

' 1 W 
ower of moral courage aRa. N>~-

, I 
milita;r;istis • re~poa&e AA th5e1t. 

" I,. ~,.,rv, ,.. "- '7 j ' .. 
~ ~ '"-C. W,,h-, ~ His ideas lieus tbeJim@ joberent appeal as Amos, 

fl\ 

"Seek peace and pursueit;" Jesus; if someone strikes you on one cheek, turn the other 
4 ~. . ~ 

one also; and Hindu concept of Ahimsa, that one wt act in such a way that CJfte•• 

enemy is turned into a friend. 
~ ~ " t"'-t-.A.f t . 

i:n He gained great 

power, wost other Ja1i12u he di:d net: us~this power for his material ben-

efit. 
p • ~ J ".... '-4 ,.,wv,,/ ...,. , r ~C' 14 'l' "' 

Where others rejoice in the!••• la ■■ ps::a~ p2ootdeo, Gandhi lived in a simple 

hut on his ashram. Other leaders drive around in air-conditioned limousines, Gandhi 

traveled in a third-class coach or walked on bare feet across the Indian country­

side. Where others dress well and coutouriers fight among themselves to dress their 

wives, Ghandi wore a simple loin cloth and asked nothing for his family. The auster-

1 
ity of life is compelling. It is not surprising that he came to be seen as the Ma-

hatma, the great soul. 
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A ,., ll 7 , .. 
Ghandi saw 11et a J ~~ England's faults i...t India's ilfii d J l. He ueed his suasive , 

power rem!MKi India's 
I 

merchant pP!.R••• tba..t -thay~.atlMl~ lllff~ their workers deeanta.,, ae4 WM them ■ nsiesct'll! 
I 

,. 1 ~ 1\ ' .,, ft. 
~- He defended the outcasts, 

his ashram and gave them equal place there with the well-born and the wealthy. tie 

saw , ~¥~l.wbiEft¥9£ ii ,axiasaQ . an.] J.e tried to combat evil by making the oppressors under-

stand that they were doing violence not only to the oppressed but to themselves. 

They should mend their ways not only because they were harming others but for their 

own dignity and benefit. I,..,.,, n' ~ " .l ,_ Ghandi 's doctrine i• 1111111ei:alti, eg1,c 
r .. T,. ', 

........ =· I will not 

return evil for good; I will not respond to violence with violence; I will disobey 
f ~ ;4,,1 ~~r.,, 

unjust laws, but I will not deny my disobedience and I will accept whatever suffeu~ng 
I 

If I must suffer, then let my patienc" lead those who 

enforce evil laws to recognize the wrongness of their acts and the cost they were paying 
• I 

-f!'W~ ,--.g agents~of an oppressive political or economic system. 
f • 

It's a noble doctrine 
\ l ( · , w 

today is institutionalized. 

ion. About a year after the United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki and sa.hliA}}fiht t,hQ J4RaD@ae,. w~r ; . SiYiS& end, Margaret Brook White, the 

photographer, asked Ghandi what he would do if a plane carrying an atomic bomb flew 

overhead. How would you. change that pilot's heart? Ghandi responded: 'I would not 

go underground, I would come out in the open and let the pilot see I have not a trace 

. .,. 

of ill will against him; I know the pilotrwill not see our faces from. his great height 

but the longing in our hearts, the will that he not come to harm, would reach up to him 
. 

and his eyes would be opened.' That's a brave answer and no one doubts that Ghandi 
~ f., ,. "' • 

would have stood fast, but- it ra111lr3 tt _ ... 
t ~ ~ ' 

.,.,. l ' ''" I Flying five to ten miles above the 

earth in the noisy cocoon of a plane's cockpit, the pilot would not see Ghandi standing 

silently below nor would his head phones bring him the voice of Ghandi praying for the 

well-being of his ~oul. • 
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no, J2oge5 aces •••-tai••••wail• •••txt9t1'S. In 1946 Margaret Brook White questioned 

Ghandi about the pilot of a plane flying several miles overhead. Today we'd ask the 
,, 

question about a technician at elsaitle control center several thousand miles away from 
~ ,\ '◄ 

the target . l. l'w \ 

.wt~ 11Deing: the idea 

that the courage of a single human being, or even of a community of men and women of 

saintly courage, could be compelling is no longer i10Jlyt'\:enable. 

The philosopher, Martin Buber, whose b'83II, I and Thou has become one of the most 
) I J • 

f -religiffl! ph1~ ...... ,,...~r~ ~\frl'·'ti~•~lflll!lM.i.e~h century, was a contemporary 
ti l's ,-, I t •1 i [ 

of Ghandi's~ Aeana•~Y, I and Thou provides su~,•--•• explanation of how Ghandi 

o{ human relatfonsnl Buber 

believed that there are essentially two kinds of relationships: I-it and I-thou. An 

I-it relationship is a relationship where the I considers only the usefulness of another 

to himself. When I go to the store I don't think of the personality of the clerk. When 

I lecture to a class of 200 I can't really think of them as individuals. I'm simply 

the teacher and they're simply my class. Most of our relationships, inevitably, are 

O~nG...!!&taa;a••• •.,...6n I-thou relationship is one of openness, one in which my 

~ 
personality and my needs and your personality and your needs a_,.~Mo;,i...._ ... ,.._~•-• -~;:.:.:.. 

us· J Aft 
I-thou relationship iig the basis of friend-

ship, love, intimacy and true learning. In an I-thou relationship there is a flow of 
' 

personality, a flow of ideas, a flow of empathy back and forth and~ _ hanges4in 

the process. 
,._·~'ff I ,. .,., ,.. ► ll'' 

Ghandi 11Me England look at him as a Thou, not as an it, another heathen 
4 

native or loin-clothed holy man. , 

and 

C 's 

1 

l 
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moved men in large part because he lived in an era when for the 

the of all its parts. Consciously or unconsciously, he 

of the first to recognize and take advantage of the technologic 

tion in communications policy. Had he lived earlier, 

fiance of the British SALT monopoly, is act might havegranted wo lines in the London 

Times which would have been published 

an Indian holy man had taken this 

and simply reported that 

would have made little im-

pression on India or the world, but of the camera and the tele-

graph. Reporters and photographers him to the his protest made com-

pelling next day news Ghandi's I-thou 

West sensitive to the imperialism paradoxically was made by the machine 

he had so little Technology gave his action a sense Ghandi 

entered an with many throughout the world condemn 

the to believe that the nobil i ty of the human spirit could make 

th hopes for peace and justice. 

I and Thou explains somzething of the psychological mechanism which accounts for 

Ghandi's impact, how he was able to affect those with whom he came in immediate contact 

,, rr·e ~ 
and through the media with thousands who knew him only by reputation. He did ah&R!e 
()'('"- ,.... ~ ~ ' ~.,#h II t,:"' ~.t" j j-... I "--1---t , •. .1,~,11n ~ "t-t'\...cl\ ~ ~ '° ._ "'-<...,.,, .H ;') "1 nttr, 
mag¥ a gggfl~e•ad jmperja)j~& jgto a beJjever in Iodjao jgdepegd~nce. But what of those 

with whom neither he nor we can have anything but an I-it contact, the pilot in the 

plane, the man in the missile control center? I'm afraid that much as we would like 
..s ., 

to believe otherwise, there are a1111¥y situations in which Ghandi's concept of the power 

of active non-violence will not achieve its desired effect. Ahimsa and SatyOraha 

I \- r, C. II I 
I'd like to ze to yoµ .from an article Ghandi published on the 

~ta,~ IJ,. ~ -- ' 

are not panaceas. 

26th of November in 1938 in his paper, Harijan. ~he ••••u J Bi.a wh•••• •••&ad two 

1\ "' ' '- ~ '-4. questions. th@ qa@Yt!0ii sf dl1uieb snllt,lnnan, in Palea•iae the German 

treatment of Jews. Gr,odi eegiiil by saying he has be@ii askca • 11_.er ef tii■oa. 

about t hese ;i,ssuee He finds them dif ficylt t,g OPS:185 ; We•••• •h• Jews ft§ the -
har~jnns, •u-eaata oz Chtliti&Hity ■, ·±icb be means that over ~bl centw;;ill Chrif-
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tianity devise which turned the Jews 

int9 pariahs j µst a 6 tt j odus bad lie1"t for th@ 011 Mfflt1Tab'.tes. 

-. 
• 

My sympathies are all with the Jews. I have 1ax:M them in-

timately in South Africa. Sane of them becarre lifelong com-
. panions. Through these friends I came to learn much of their 

age-long persecution. They have been the untouchables of Chris­

tianity. The parall(;?l between their treabnent by Christians arrl 

the treabnent of untouchables by Hindus is very close. Rel~gious 

sanctions have been invoked in lx>th cases for the justification 

of the inhuman treabnent meted out to than. 

sympathy does mt blind me to the requirements of -just 

e cry for a national hane fo~ the Jews does 

rrruch appeal _.......... .Why should they not, 

of the earth, make 

and where they earn 

t country their lxme 

Of course the nobler cour 

ment of the Jews whereve 

in France are Fren l.l1 precisely the same 

rorn ..,are French. . If the Jews have 

will th,.e}" relish th~ idea of being forced to leave 

of e world ·in which they are settled? 

a just treat­

The JE'Ws born 

i.e. tihe Gennan persecution of the Jews seans to have no parallel 
- . . 

in history. . !-

Gennany is shewing 1:,0 the world hew efficiently violence can be • 

~rked when it is not hampered by any hyp:>crisy or weakness mas-
• 

querading as humanitarianism. It is also showing h:M hideous, 

terrible and terrifying it looks in its nakedness. 

Can the Je,,,s resist this organized and shaneless persecution? 

Is there a way to preserve their self-respect, and not to feel 

helpless, neglected and forlorn? I subnit there is ... If I were 

a Jew ard were born in Germany am earned my livelihcxx3 there, I ,,, 
. 

"WOuld claim Germany as~ bane even as the tallest gencile Gennan 

might, and chal;tenge him to shoot me or cast me in the dWlgeon; 

• I wwld refuse to be expelled or ·to subnit to discriminating treat­

ment. And for doing this I should not wait for the fellow-Jev,s 

-·-
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to join rre in civil resistance, but would have CX)nfiaence that in .! 

the errl the rest were round to follow my exarrple._ If one Jew or -· 

all the Jews were to accept the prescription here offered, he or 
• 

they cannot be worse off than nCMT. Arrl · su£fering :voluntarily under- -

gone will bring iliem an inner strength ai:id joy which no nunber of 

resolutions of sympathy passed in the world outside Germany can .. -

I am convinced that if someone with <X)urage and vision can arise 

arrong th6Tl to lead then in non-violent action, the winter of their 

aespair can in the twinkling of an eye be turned into the surrrrer 

of hope. And what has tcx3ay becxme a degrading manhunt can be 

turned into a calm arrl aetermined stand offered by unarmed rren 

and wcrnen possessirxJ the strength of s~fer~6 given· to than by 

Jehovah. It will be then a truly religioos resistance offered 

against the Gcx:iless fury of dehumanized man. The German Jews 
I 

will score a lasting victory over the German gentiles in the 

sense that they will hav~ converted the latter to an appreciation 

of human dignity. They will have rendered service to fell~­

mans as against those who are today dragging, h:Jwever.u.nknc:Mingly, 
the German name into the mire. -- - - -

.. 

Martin Buber took it upon himself to respond to Gandhi. He reminded Gandhi that 
t .1 l-' ,- ~h..i ',Q. ,-. ,~ f ~i,4.G "'1V~ r4..t" /+. 1,f' 1' It..~ ,-.~J ,\1~'1 J__ 1,,, J /' .. i 

this was November of 1938. The Nurenberg laws had been passed. In Getm~B} t:!he Je 
~ (.,A,. ""'' 

Kristalnacht, the burning o 

" , L 
synagogues, had taken place. 

' , , ~ J ~ 
f * 

~ 
The concentration camps were open though 

camps. The eonecpt of raeial11 

Martin Buber••••• ,o point out to Ghandi the difference between Germany in the 1930's, 

and India in the 1920's and 30's. He~made the point that 8hetndi 9 e pzesc1iptloh was 

to 

icis 

and fou t coloni 11am and racism, he had f c d •n 

and on . The 
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British had oppressed the native population but had not triea •~ declare~them a sub-
() f' ~'-"' >w;. -,). ,, 

human species~ There werQ alwa¥9 

act· 

Ghandi never understood the blinding power religious and political position. 

He had been raised in a rather unique environme t. His father had been Prime Ministe~ 

of a small northwestern Indian principality where a rather unique ecumenicism was the 

dominant religious form. The main shrine was ~indu, but it had no idols or icons. 

The Vedas were read, but so was the Koran, thf Holy Scripture of Islam. The population 

of this small city-state was about equally d!vided between Hindus and Muslims and its 
I 

shrine attempted to bind these traditions ad communities together. Ghandi was nurture~ 

in the belief that the great religious itions, Christianity, Judaism, Islam and 

Hinduism, were united in spirit if not He had no patience with ideas and 

attitudes which divided religious group, so he had little understanding of men and 

parties who know they possess the and whose t r uth excludes all who are non-

believers. 

Ghandi saw Hitler as a well-in entioned but misguided leader. He never under-

stood his paranoia or his He thought of him in much the same way as he 

thought of some of the English hi h commissioners he had confronted and he believed that 

if one moved Hitler by personal xample, as he had moved then. He never understood 

that the Naziism was faith whereas the English raj was simply a reflex 

of economic greed. GeElllilfl'J 

and t anala ous. Howeve d India, they had 

hard to educate the Indian. They had erected hospitals and schools and brought many 

modern advantages to I i. 

the Jews out of 

that h d 

h V 

Hitler h d only one purpose towards the Jews, to drive 

'f,,,"~t Europe, to Aryanize Germany. Buber made the point 
-;r ,4 
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abando~t of lov 

12 

• Evian ~ > and Bermuda wM'-8-de&~·fMII~~ ... .-..-.~ 

'" j ~ ... 1\-J, I <., ... 
T};;te West did not even welcome those who managed to flee. The 

~~T ti "-'~ 

eh and the 

e Refugee Conferences 

, 
• &Ii •er< an era of 

barred doors and denied visas. Buber did not cite .t.be ~Y.ide~t111i•f Auschwitz, of the 
l .. f I de.a.th camps.. ~~ had not . yet been erected, but the guards at those camps were not . -

~ j I 

of · usa ds wha ·took · th~ road Ghandi •P1!181~~a...,-.11d faced 

resistance inevitably commands 

" • ,. ~ I -~ N " world-wide indignation. The news is selective. We read daily of El Salvador but l~le 
() ,,,. 

4 1t~ ~ '-' -" l ~ '-" "" ,.._IJ of 1!!111e death -e£ t~zsasHi3 in Afghanistan ~ ·~llvRA ir Cambodia. Ho~ .• MYQii was .the 
' ~ ~ ~ ~ ( 

in Iran 
• • 

raq?---trfif t"@ aes ~! !!c tion by 
wgrJ-:i moved by the destruction of the Kurds 

.t ~ ' ~ 

the &irks of the Armcaiaas ifll •h• &alil~l paliti 8E the century lead to en,y ki.1ui ei aassive 

· · 1 k d s.re.,,~~d. · ~'- ' ' Active non-vio ence wor sun er certain con itions and not under otpers. It ,,. 
worked in our country during the early years of the civil rights campaign when Martin Luther 

King reshaped Ghandi's doctrine to the American scene. ~eG-onditions then were 

relatively similar to those in India two decades earlier. 

to had become a costly luxury, ,..,.legregation ;& th~ 

United itst s was costing the country far more than it was of benefit to those whose 
T 

interestsfaac advanced h¥ sm,; pg I m.. The 50's was a time of prosperity. The I. 

economic pie was growing larger and those who enjoyed advantage could allow others 

to eat without loss to themselves. Our political tradition of constitutional law 

and our expectation that law must treat everyone equally were powerful factors. A 

significant body of opinion saw the injustice of what had been done to the blacks and 

other minorities. The time was ripe. The country was prepared for change and certain 
~ • ,n .. , 

kinds of non-violent action: the rights marches in the south, au cit•.i4c~ in the 
A 

.(. f•••••---•Ml••~ly catalyse changes which were ready to be born. Taa •i ■a IBPY 

1ile •f1bt for ••••ss Js11aauu a utgn1£!t&ht bbdf or cpt22i11s had d19'd1i tho aJd ways 
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w.er'e coJJoter-produc:&we. 

• J 
opl.e b¥ those who ha-ve - decided that 

i 
are tbe master race 

I\. _,., ' i 
qui~ -•~~. Inlealing with w o demand the 

'- " convers·on, for~eabla or 
l I l vi lenc_ .._ ... =-=~•.._,_. _ _,.....,......,., ...... alilo+ ~ill no.to necessarily lead .to the ~ce we seek. Thousands 

Ghandi lived in a society where the holy man was a known figure who had for cen­

turies commanded respect, and at a time when conditions dictated independence4 change. 

Certainly, he showed through his life qualities of courage and nobility of spirit which 

• L'-'r\.~ It ~\ Ar ' were/are noble and compelling. But when it comes to the pt::aeieM •iitb which Wi h~gan, 

hi I! ' missiles at ready in their silos, the piling up of weapons which can kill, I'm afraid 

that a single Ghandi, or even a legion of Ghandis, 

problems of war and peace must be faced ,.. 
eooufiilil--,.,"-=--M••Pl the 

will have to negotiate piece by piece and bit by bit the outstanding divisive issues 

and recognize that even as we do so new 1'" '-' N C.. f 
.t \., • 

,..,., w i 11 t!Piieo . Radical political change 

is, I am afraid, a long way off. Until then we must make such arrangements as we can 
t, , 

and recognize , that we're going to live under the shadow all our lives, --t:11•• we need the 

fortitude to keep pecking away at the problem. There are no panaceas. Ghandi is a 

spiritual hero, but not the answer to our prayers. 
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• M A H A T M A 

• Whether tuch plain living is ~ossible for an is~lated 
. nation, however large geographically and nume~1cally 
• in the face of a world armed to the teeth, and 1n the 

• midst of pomp and circumstance, is . a que~tion open_ to 
, • the doubt of a skeptic. The answer 1s straight a_nd sim­

ple. If plain life is worth living, th~n ~h_e attempt 1s worth 
making, even though only an !nd1v1dual or a group 

. makes the effort. 9 

Several letters have been received by me asking me to 
declare my views about the Arab-Jew ~uestion in Pale~­
tine and the persecution of the Jews 1n Germany. ~t 1s 
not without hesitation that I venture to offer my views 
on this very difficult question. 

My sympathies are all with the Jews. I have known 
them intimately in South Africa. Some _of them became 
lifelong companions. Through these fn~nds I came to 
learn much of their age-long persecution. They have 
been the untouchables of Christianity. The parallel be­
tween their treatment by Christians and the treatment 
of untouchables by Hindus is very close. Reli_gio~1s sa?c­
tion has been invoked in both cases for the 1ust1ficat1on 
of the inhuman treatment meted out to them. . . . 

But m s m ath does not blind me to the re uire­
r the 

eat­
he 

s orn 1n France are French in precise y e same 
sense that Christians born in France are French. If the 
Jews have no home but Palestine, will they relish the 
idea of being forced to leave the other parts of the world 

•, in which they are settled? . . . 
But the Ge an rsecution e Jews seems to have 

~~~~ .... ~•story. • • • . · 
erniany is showing to the world how efficiently vio­

• Hori/an, September 1, 1946. 

Love Versw War and Dictator, 

' • , Ience sao be wocked wbeo U i§ pgt bawnscrd bv any 

i . !ir?,t~isG ~o W:®r:: :::,:~ ::,itr:;7;~: 
lying 1t looks in its nakedness. 

Cari the Jews resist this organized and shameless per­
secution? Is there a way to preserve their self-respect, 
and not to feel helpless, neglected and forlorn? I submit 
there is. . . . If I were a Jew and were born in Ger­
many and earned my livelihood there, I would claim 
Germany as my home even as the tallest gentile German 
might, and challenge him to shoot me or cast me in the 
dungeon; I would refuse to be expelled or to submit to 
discriminating treatment. And for doing this I should not 
wait for the fellow-Jews to join me in civil resistance, but 
would have confidence that in the end the rest were 
bound to follow my example. If one Jew or all the Jews 
were to accept the prescription here offered, he or they 
cannot be worse off than now. And suffering voluntarily 
undergone will bring them an inner strength and joy 
which no number of resolutions of sympathy passed in 
the world outside Germany can. . . • . 

. . . I am convinced that, if someone with courage 
and vision can arise among them to lead them in non­
violent action, the winter of their despair can in the 
twinkling of an eye be turned into the summer of hope. 
And what has today become a degrading manhunt can 
be turned into a calm and determined stand offered by 
unarmed men and women possessing the strength of suf­
fering given to them by Jehovah. It will be then a truly 
religious resistance ofTe1'cd against the Godless fury of 
dehumanized man. The German Jews will score a last­
ing victory over the German gentiles in the sense that 
they will have converted the latter to an appreciation 
of human dignity. They will have rendered service to 
fellow-Germans and proved their title to be the real Ger­
mans as against those who are today dragging, how­
ever unknowingly, the German name into the mire. 

And now a word to the Jews in Palestine. I have 
doubt that they are going about things in the wrong 
way. The Palestine of the Biblical conception is not a 
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geographical tract. It is in their hearts. But if they must 
look to the Palestine of geography as their national 
home, it is wrong to enter it under the shadow of the 
British gun. A religious act cannot be performed with 
the aid of the bayonet or the bomb. They can settle in 
Palestine only by the goodwill of the Arabs. They should 
seek to convert the Arab heart. They can offer Satya­
graha in front of the Arabs and oITer themselves to be 
shot or thrown into the Dead Sea without raising a little 
finger against them. They will find the world opinion in 
their favor in their religious aspiration. There are hun­
dreds of ways of reasoning with the Arabs, if they will 
only discard the help of the British bayonet. As it is, 
they are co-sharers with the British in despoiling a peo­
ple who have done no wrong to them. 

. . . Every country is their home, including Pales­
l , tine, not by aggression but by loving service. . . .1° 

... If [the Jewish people] were to adopt the match­
less weapon of non-violence, whose use their best proph­
ets have taught and which Jesus the Jew who gladly 
wore the crown of thorns bequeathed to a groaning 
world, their case would be the world's, and I have no 
doubt that among the many things the Jews have given 
to the world, this would be the best and the bright­
est. It is twice blessed. It will make them happy and 
rich in the true sense of the word, and it will be a 
soothing balm to the aching world. 11 

... l happen to have a Jewish friend [Herman Kal­
lenbach, who purchased the farm for Gandhi's first 
ashram in South Africa] living with me. He has an in­
tellectual belief in non-violence. But he says he cannot 
pray for Hitler. He is so fu11 of anger over the German 
atrocities that he cannot speak of them with restraint. I 
do not quarrel with him over his anger. He wants to be 
non-violent, but the sufferings of his fellow-Jews are 
too much for him to bear. What is true of him is true of 
thousands of Jews who have no thought even of "loving 

. 10 Harijan, November 26, 1938. 
11 Harijan, July 21, 1946. 
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the enemy." With them, as with millions, "revenge is 
sweet, to forgive is divine." 12 

It is no non-violence if we love merely those that love 
us. It is non-violence only when we love those that hate 
us. I know how difficult it is to follow this grand law of 
love. But are not all great and good things difficult to 
do? ... ia 

. . . Human nature will find itself only when it fu11y 
realizes that to be human it has to cease to be beastly or 
brutal. . . .14 

A violent man's activity is most visible, while it lasts. 
But it is always transitory .... Hitler ... Mussolini 
... and Stalin ... are able to show the immediate 
effectiveness of violence. . . . But the efTects of Bud­
dha's non-violent action persist and are li~ely to grow 
with age. And the more it is practiced, the more effective 
and inexhaustible it becomes, and ultimately the whole 
world stands agape and exclaims, "A miracle has hap­
pened." All miracles are due to the silent and effective 
working of invisible force. Non-violence is the most invisi­
ble and the most efTective.1~ 

Belief in non-violence is based on the assumption 
that human nature in the essence is one and therefore 
unfailingly responds to the advances of love. . .. 

How can non-violence combat aerial warfare, seeing 
that there are no personal contacts? The reply to this is 
that behind the death-dealing bomb there is the human 
hand that releases it, and behind that still is the human 
heart that sets the hand in motion. And at the back of 
the policy of terrorism is the assumption that terroris',11 if 
applied in a sufficient measure will produce the desired 
result, namely, bend the adversary to the tyrant's will. 

12 Harijan, February 18, 1939. 
18 Letter to a friend, December 31, 1934, in Nirmal Kumar 

Bose, Seltction.r from Gandhi, p. 18. 
H Harijan, October 8, 1938 . 
u Harijan, March 20. 1937. 
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