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Gcmbling and Government 
Daniel Jeremy Silver 

March 17, 1985 

Leon de Modena was acknowledged in his generation as the most brilliant 

and talented Talmudic scholar of the day, the day we...., call the late Renaissance . 

. 
Leon was a child prodigy. At the age of twelve he translated the first canto ofA~~~ 

the involved philosophic poem, Orlando Furioso, b§ Aaissto into Hebrew. A year 

,._,r~ 
later, at the age of thirteen, he published a ss•••·•t~••t pamphlet, On Games of Chance, 

I 

in which he excoriated those Italian Jews 

/\ , -. Lt t,t, 
playing. 'DQe thirteen•yer• 1le was a hot 

who had taken up the 

1,.1 ~ ~ L ~ .. ,:c,o( 
ange J , 1¥'.DH • d tib at 

!~"-'"~ 
latestcraze - card ,... 
thos ~ who gambled 

.,.I • ,, .) '- \ ' J 

at cards w~l:fi;, ~uil tv -0f w1:air:~ttin .i■ iu~i.ana•le. He was sure they would suffer ac-

cordingly. And suffer he did berv_;aa, ~en this brilliant thirteen-year old grew 
• 

up and grew into his many talents, he --1.eo developed a passion for the very card 

1\~ /\.J..4Jlr '-f, /\'(;l4u ► 

games he had so early, and so readily, condemned. 01r2r •k• yaz•s kaon not only 

gambled away almost all his earnings and a small inheritance, but a.._ charity 
. ' -

II ,Ai I.I t (.C "" t:: \ ~ f i . ., \<..,. 

monies which had been left with him for safekeeping. ho a1 ■ mn ■■ r to bjs §Qlrow, 

l'•>' •-.' , 1•' , •. · ·. , , r ,. 

tbat be was .~ight. • •hfin,.....at-t.~it t,:m«,.. _~wQf;~ •.. J~at_ tbos& who gari.l• -,iel t aeh 

. ., . 
I readily confess that game~ of chance have never had any particular at­

traction to me. I've never been to Las Vegas. I remember Atlantic City as a 

series of rather stodgy hotels where the Zionist Organization of America and the 

Central Conference of American Rabbis used to meet. Some years ago, when Sarah 

was much younger, she came home from a birthday party where she had learned a new 

G. ,. ' ;a, r, 
card trick1 . £ts :nat~d to show it to us, na.""'1e discovered that we did not have 

a deck of cards in the house. 
r "4q.N II N l..o,.J\ ~~ 1} c.>\ t· ~ '­

! take no particular pride in this attitude. Most gambling seems to me a 

f •, ~ ~ S.. ii C ...c.. P.:.,.t-> 

sjrop]e l(Ztirs :rbris:'1 adds a bit of spice to life. 
l'f\lttf'i 7i-...C\'-"t,- .. :, N f,.1 •~ 11\t\...•r,,\• 

1 wada ••ans th•* all af us 

uscel scmael!i•es te tal,e wioks. But~I _also . know that gambling can become an 

addiction. I have talked with men and women who could not control their gambling 

and -...o had impoverished themselves and exposed their families to insecurity 
• 
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because of their compulsion. There is a Center for Pathological Gambling at John 

1nCV'\T' 
Hopkins University. Those who work there deal nith gambling as an addiction in 

much the same way psychologists and Alcoholics Anonymous deal with drunkenness. 

""'~'\, 'I i ~ '-"' r ' ' \ • 

.!fhoee :he apaei:aliae estimate that there ~re over one million gamblig 

addicts in the United States, one million men and women who cannot stay away from 

the gaming tables A., , 1 ; • ."', ~-:.; ;. ; , . : 

\ ~ (\ '. ~ I . I ,, • • ~' ( tr t '' '. ~ .. I ' ' f 

Gambling ha& a leR~ •••••cy. An archeologist friend told me that while 

excavating the camp of a Roman Legion in the Middle East he found a pair of loaded 

·· ;. -
dicet among ~r possessions, left behind by the soldiers. I~'s hvnsn s2t;;rs to 

1·.1 ~ . ~ a . ,' " .~ - ...... _ • · -.. 
hope for the miracle of sudden weal th and to gi11e Qoa a ptieh in that: tliroeite'io.l by~ 

, L. r , lJ • ~ ... L, "' , . < ... lo<o'~ ~ -- - --~-~--

fiddling with the odds. The human being is a greedy creature and a crafty one~"--o 
:_ . '- 4 I .J. . 

Our tradition made no att~mpt to declare gambiing an absolute sin . 

" wi 11 no-tu f-tnct, 1~thou _ shal t .. not : gamble," in the Bible or the halacha. 
•. lw l, , i l'.) 

Quieiaa s.he 

the cQAtraw. The rabbis tendea ~ define~ 'joy' on the holidays as a drop of 

schnapps and a game of cards . . . 
- ·- ... 

,,,,-- - \ • ' • _., .\I 

=a I SBGpcsih tliley 'e ncouraged· gambling in order to discourage it. 1:hey -~ew 

- - ~ -

0

d1

angers and cos t o f pathologica l gambl i..ng a~d. ~t.~y ~~~ t; r~st~a'lh addiction 

by keeping gambling within the limit s of a harmless game. The dreidle, which every 

child in every religiou s school in the lan~ receives at Hanukah tim~ is a case 

, 
in point. The dreidle is nothing more or l e ~s than the common -•••a,al gambling 

" top. We tell our children that the letters on the four sides of the dreidle stand 

for nes, gado1,, ha' ya, sham - "a great miracle occurred there." Actually, the 'n' ,. 
cu: 

I ~ ._ , ( • • • j ' "4 , • • ' • ._-.. I' t 
g, ' 'h' and 's' u.~••1a as the German words,~ N icht: nothing happens on this spin; 

\ 1 k • h h 1 l 1' d( h 11
1 

1 Garn~ ta e 1n t e woe pot; Ha b, take half the pot; an Ste , you ose, pot 

in a 

of a 

sum equal to the entire kitty. 

! ~ ~ I ~ I\, ~ J 1b 1 ~ /( t- :. ·; '\ f"', f, \ 

strategy to-.-• the seriousnens ••• 1i s 1 £EB-~ gambling game 

The~gambling tOf became the dreid;:._e as part 
,~ ,, 
acd rc1uce 

" a child's pastime. No one can bankrupt himself losing nuts or hard candf. 
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J \I\ ~W~\ 
The rabbis tried as best they could to show gambling to be the tawdry, 

·v; ·-. ,, ,. I\ 

veft&l enterprise that it, in fact, is. Gamblers try to surround themselves with 

~\",.,..or-;,. 
an aura of &-0pAi&tis2tjsr. Casinos are built to look like palaces. Croupiers and 

other professionals are dressed in formal clothes. The gambler wants people to 

M. e fte,. '- Dt:-: Jiot> fl. '- i"~ (. . >a ,r.. • 

believe that thici is uksr~ high society and status a:re ta be iz•ud. The rabbis 

l "' ._,, l · •. 1 1 '· ,- < \ ' •• •' 1 ( 1 (' J' l , ' 't .. . t y· 

wanted to SM'.>N the professional gambler tQ ~e the tawd5y·, underworld character 

I~: L,., • 
he really is, and so the Talmud l&IJ&Plutes that one whe is a professional gambler 

, ( , • ,. , • i tr• ... . , . , . AN 

is QQt to be t•snflad iai.uacrtirt .. matters as iM"'reliable witness. He is to be considered 

~loA _., i.,,. / .; • ,~ · . ... t. """ ' · r,, ·, , lb ~ -,,.,'- .. ~.:\· t;Q 

as i£ he ••ac a thie#, or a robber~ · Maimonides inthe Mishnah Torah explains that 
1 "' 

a professional gambler who has no other source of income contributes nothing to 

~ 
the welfare of the community, and whether his gamb}~ be with dog or pigeon races 

• 
) • _, ... l ..• ..... ( . ~-· '· ,_,, I , ... I. ) .. / 

or with dice, he ire a thief and a robber ~bo sbcr:la be seen•, el@ee11• p@Qie for 
~ I 

what he is, an underworld character. The.j..rpurpase WiHii to -aep;r:iv1t ~•a&li.AfJ of 

themselves so that they and their enterprise .would ... be . • a&Q as t.b.& •audry qGt i,u.i ty 

ttrn'i •• is. 
... 

, . ... 1 , , ,•I~< ~., . , 

The rabbis, of course, were no--mo~e successful tbao tbs · acn@e•nea •• every 

r , , ,'2.'-J ,,, ,:!v.a,.l\ 
~0Ae■■ •i~11. Humans are A~Man, not angels. I was once shown a beautiful ~h cen-

' 
tury Siddur which had been published in F~rrara. Someone had written on the fly ,,, 

I /\ . I • 
___ ,_.... .. 

.Ji ' ' .... .. .. "· 

'never again. ' I Nt.aer 

- • - j 

doubted he had been able to live up to his promise .. ~a. wbo are ca:a>ex:::t::::t'he 
-( A c., ,l ,, 

e~i~e••••; t!he (.oompulsi ve gamblers, are addicts. Gambling is a disease like 
• I ,,.. 

t -4 "" , •. /. r , , " -. 1 
any other addiction which c•n•t b~ broKen by promises mumbled in a contrite mood. 

• -,· .... , '""· -... ,. .. ' 

Th • h r ~ • ~• 1 f h 1 
e issue tat 1A .. it11-e-me today is how to protect peop e rom t emse ves, 

. ~ .,,- . 
..., the growing ties between 

J ,.,:~ "" i, ~~ ) 
gambling and government. I'm thinking of the State 

. ,, .. 

L~'\ (\ l 

Lottery. -Lotteries are not 
. , · ,. 1 , .,. ,.,... , ... ; •• t. r r:t o , •'c.,""."f'-' t-o ,..lJ 
a modern invention. l_•n•esai, ,...fhe rabbis faced the issue (.) t · 

,.. . 
during the .Middle Ages; but 

r;,. C l"-- •' • 

the issue they j•••d was somewhat different from ours. 

I onae came acros~ a lesponsa by an early 19th cent~ry European rabbi who had been 
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, \ ~ .. ~ ... • •• . { ' • , . • \ '1 

asked whetheu •• -~s permissible for a man to hold a lottery in order to sell a 
A' r· ·,·· { . 

Sefer Torah ~hich he owned. I wondered that the rabbi had even bothered to answer 
;. 

~C)j .... 

such an obviously impossible request .:'wtil I reminded myself that in the 1sak GPl, 

~t:' ,., ~ .... 

.J1111 the poor communities of eastern Europe, t~b~o~rMl•I■JrLe few people wag could afford 
~ 

to buy an expensive item. In this case, a responsible citizen had fallen on 

hard times. 
I{·..:. 

T.he one possession lie had of any value was a Sefer Torah. Sifrei 

--' • . \ :,. (. : ; • \ t 

Torah are expensive. If J.ik 01 a 1a ·,➔ t .a ee 11 hi&- ... T-oz •• ecr 9'l.l he probably could not 

have found a buyer who could offer a fair price its it. In the pre-modern world, 
' 

where money was scarce, private lotterie.s were an accepted way of disposing of -

costly ite.m,J;, The rabbi a.ll~ 1tWti ea 1e cf a---'Petah 21ctOIV:~t'e1}i:d 1 'Iha 1p ll1'1"tJ1h 
...... ·, . - ,., 

• -·· · - - -· . - · - · ~ _ \l,:;; ( t CJ I ,., 1- C Ji 
o_J t.be Jottery 'iif en tbe Oil aoci:n !ii? W8. ruled su ■ i a lottery did not demean the 

Torah and allowed a good Jew to discharge his responsibilities to his wife and 

\I •~ ·i) ~ I 1\ 

children t1 If you '-v{!I .arew• Ji@ 1111 t:e Mount Vernon, you have walked across acres that 
...... 

George Washington won in a lottery. 

~- Washington had a neighbor, William Byrd I I I, who, like the Jew who owned 

the Sefer Torah, felt that no single buyer could purchase his acres at a fair 

t l • l \ 

price and so put. ~ -up in a lottery. AE3lP••11111t-ly George Washington bought a lot • 

. ~ ·-···· ·------..---.. 
of tickets and ~ won ac r0age whi ch he added to Mouat. H6t!'PSR. J' ... A.1 r ~ ... ·"'.-.. ,. 

- I .' • ' I ' ( , . , .. ~ '-> \"- • ' ', \. ' /'. t. ..... ( .. ~ , .. 

The issue of a state lotte+~ is really th~ same issue as ~a synagogue lot- ~ 

,,,_ .~ .... , ·,,. / .. - • --"~l,;.J"",,--ncL · \.. 
tery. The question whether a synagogue may hold a lottery &Q8S not come up ~nu.r~ ~~ 'l , ~ 

.,\ • the late 19th century. Before then synagogues were generally supported by com-
•••• ' ..... , • ➔ • • ' · ' 

t• I • • • .; "' \ .. ~ t ,' .>- ""- • • , ·- • · 

munal rather than membership dues. I.ilePPi:e■■ ilir, ~hen synagogues began to have to 
~ r · 

support themselves, a number began to feel that financial strains might be relieved 

V\-t1>t\. l r 
by a lottery, a raffle, or by ••l ■•Ag bingo games. These could not be ruled out 

'~ of hand since t•••e activities are not specifically prohibited under Jewish law 

• and,Rince greed is alway the mother of ingenius rationalization, the argument 
~ 

J~ J l t· t r ~ 
was quickly adttan11d that it was far better for gambling money to be used for..,. 
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. , , • • ,. .. .. • 4 . • ~- , , , •• .... ... : • • ~ . .(. , , • ~ l ... 1 ',.J a "~., ' .,, ,, \. 
geed @Vf88££ fi$b@r tbae lilo • ••-••• •• r:01l1i:11 ••• ••desiralitJ.es. A number of sy-

l.a-- 1' •· ~ ,t '· ,· ' •- L~,~o~r-t, 
Ragogues d to such games, t.h.aug.h net t ■ rr. Ir a xi ea .-estraint seems 17 

. 
'I ,. • ... ., ,· I • I I 

• ~ Ii ' , r ., c ,. ' , I,. •• ~ ,..... i ,· , -. ' "l ,... - • '-◄ • ' ,,,.. • • " ' '" • 

to- Rarrc bfi!e~ in part a reflex of the national mood. The late 19th and early 20th 

£A r,, r· 
centuries rap,1mant a period in the history of the United States when the holding 

of 
•e I • \ I I llf 

lotteries was frowned 
~ 

It had not always 

on as soar I• immoral. 
r> cs t ;\'C. 

been so. Lotteries were common 1.n colonial times·. Ameri-

~ . ( ,' · I : ,. • l , .. 'i ;,. , , : c.,. U ·N(:''\ 

wi early pu_ritanism di.a "et--pPe1-e11• ehc spread Qi l t b1Pies. Lotteries were held 
' 

, s,o,..\~W\~ 
regularly by churches. Harvard, Yale and PrincetonJl&l,d annual lotteries to sup-

port their budgets. In 177:the Continental Congress created a national lottery 

to raise monies for the American Revolution. 

f\ ~ve-,-l 
Some studies of the year 1824 t&J.•& ws that Q;.Jl .. P_~_U _aa:-elpfi"fa there were 200 

- r ---~ 7\t.\ t' c;,~ i,' 
stores 'Where lottery tickets c-0 \1 1 d be purchased and that orft:! could buy tickets wi I i4J 

""' :, ... , .. • . r ... 
over 400different loetertc3. That same year the citizens of Rhode Island spent 

,, 
one million 1824 dollars on lottery tickets. A flow of dollars of such magnitude 

• .t 
inevitably b~" ds corruption. It. Willi t a bt l!e11g hto:iaz e '8.1.erks lie!•• so walk away 

""t/ '-- J(,. ' ; i..-t 
with the prize money r Drawings were riggep, - eodTickets never entered. P apla ,,,. 

1878 the abuses had become of ~~ udc that all the states oi ii l!nited 

,., ~Ta "-""" i 
i~atae, with the exception of Louisiana, had abolished lotteries. Even Louisiana 

~ 

j 

~.td follow suit fifteen years later. Most of us were raised in an America where 

state lotteries were unknown. As a child I remember visiting Paris and being 

shocked by the sight of people peddling lottery tickets on the street. In my 

childish chauvinism I took this a proof of the decadence of European morals. 

There were no official lotterie in the United States for seventy years. 

Then
1

in 196~ the St t 

state lottery. Sine 

tat ar 

0 

eeven mor 

been rWlblin9 int 

passed legislat~on( creating the first 

-v•nt n other states have followed suit and twenty­

con idering getting into the act. There have even 

about th po sibility of a national lottery. 

, 
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) (..;~of i \ _, '• I 

Those who seek explanations for this change offer a number of i 1 •~- Some 

1t>,·l\..t :n. 
point to the •• ■ al permissiveness of the late ™'11 century. Lotteries are asso-

ciated with Prohibition, Sunday Blue Laws and Victorianism, ideas which seem out 

,. 1 , f 

of place in the open and individualistic society Q.f_.tbo 1 •• iQth -•; g,. Others 
• 

p . t . To 
as.asiate the return of the lottery w-Kh the ·rapid increase in the cost of govern-

ment. 
(1 ,, ,. , I t t 

A lottery1 SMIIIS a relatively easy way .i11 t:b; ch to raise money. (No one-. has 

,J - ---------- ·- --
I would. to buy a lottery ti~. Legislators do not have to vote a tax increase. 

- -- - - - --~- .. .... rt• ,.,,., ._. 1 , , , , ,'.l , ':1 ,.,_....,-~ \t--r- CG,- ~ 1 ~u.:, --bt\ l.-4 ~.-,.. 
add that I be] i c,,eQAc. -.Qt •.ti-Ae--E@a:l •aa&en I is lotterys prov id~ politicians a 

. 
significant new source of patronage at a time . when Civil Service and the union-

,..' ' 1 •· J. f\.( (J ., f ,re, r' °ll'f' C>-. -l .'4 ,._; \, ~ ~ . 
ization of government employees narrowl,y-U.lll'H!' ·J:;bi• ,pnct.eeice. • •"' fl U. ( 

" 
It is estimated that between ten and fifteen percent of the gross sales of 

a state lottery must be spent for administration - read patronage. Last year our~~" 

lottery raised a quarter of a billion dollars for Oktio. To raise that 250 million-
~ 

dollars, the lottery had to sell 550 million dollars' worth of lottery tickets. 

Ten percent of that, and the actual administrat i on costs were probably higher, was 

'ftt, 

spent for publicity, public relations,• State Lottery Commission, Ute pe<>i))@ who 

- . , , ., ' 
built U'le tick0t m,1chin f~~ nnd tio.U.~ ~ticket.Fi, the people who devise the games,-.. 

I 

and all of that is patronage money. In 1984 fifty-five or sixty million dollars 

was available in the State of Ohio for patronage. 
-. l , , . . , J.c.... : i..4-. '- • .• 

The rationalization for state lotteries was that it...:offerod n u■r to eradi-

ti , • • . .. . . . •• 

cate U..-illegal private locteries. The numbers game was looked upon as a blight ""-~~ ( 
.. ,,. , I 

, • • I, .,J ~ .., ( • • / •• ' " ,. • t , ~ ·a· , • I ·' • /. • • 
OPn e be 9het to. The numbers member was a parasite who fed off the poor. Unfortu-

.. ~ '' . 
nately, no study confirms that a legal state lottery eliminate6 the numbers racket. 

' I am told that you can find someone with whom to play the numbers on an street 

cornef ( down€6 

certain urban culture. Stre t-w 

most numbers game tban in th 
4l 

game 

is. The numbers game is part of 

people know that your chances are better in 

t lotte ry. Mor over, winnings in the numbers 

v nu rv c. 
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,. , "iil .,,. ,. 1 . <, • •j • . t ., . .:., U•J 1,..,, r l., 
Sad to say, the state lottery only ... add& •• t:he 1nonis ■ talteR J row tba poor. 

( . ' 
/ •• 4, i ' I I I ; • t ~ I,. I • ..i.1' I' f,-

4 
/ " I ( • 

As a way of raising income the lottery is one of the most regressive forms of tax-

ation that could be devised. In order to raise 250 million dollars. presumably 

for educational purposes, the State of Ohio must take 550 milliuil dollars out of 4-1J t· f 4,;l 

circulation. Now part of that, some forty percent, will be paid back to a few in 

prizes, but most of that will not go for food, clothing and shelter and, again, 

unfortunately, an excessive proportion of the money which is raised is raised 

from the poorest portion of the population . 

. / ,. .• 1 T"l r~- -~ .. ·, ., b ~ l_/\ ;t ' ,._ -~, · . \,.( •• .. ,, .. . ·~ $-u~~l"'c.... j ."'""~ {\."' 
One in l:w~ .,..,. ~he ""et:et~·,-,st··one •}":'iat 0J!L-efto~~.b~•· l•••a5y tAe¼c@! • but 

l/ t ~ / i,. ,. t n t. I ( ""' . ~ ,- ~ ; t • t • l ,._ ( '" , 
re~tiQrcher~ J+av,e. ~fQWQd that the higher the level of yQY• •••a■e, the less percent-

age of ~r 
. . l j 
income~ spend on the lottery. There are obvious reasons for this. 

.,) I ' { 1, t ' 12 ~ 
The lottery 

'-- 7 ~ I.. · -4 .:.. • ,.. ' ' • : . ' ' "i.._, , 
~~ems the ultimate, perhaps the only, way out of poverty fez t~cce who 

... . .. . - .... -......... --.....__.. ---..... .-... 

have few skills, few contacts and lit~t~l~e:--;;e~ai~u~:c~a~t~1~0-11"1'- It's the pot of gold at the 
- - - · .. -.. .__ -· -- . .... ... . .. ... ·- ... ~ ..... . 

I • I' ~ / I ~ ' '- • 

end of the rainbow~ Far from ·freeing the poor from those who feast on them, state ,. 
/ -./ .~ , ' , · : I 1 "' ' • l t( -., lf/,,J / ft ( i . C 

lotteries have ~imp~y a ~e the state ano~R•• Q~ •he parasite~ who feas~ on the poor. , 
~ ... • ' ., ., . l l , .;, 

To raise the lottery's take, ~hey •navab&b1y whet the appetite, prey on t.••c dreams~ 
, I I I ,' l 

No ooa limits how much food money is spent on the lottery. At least when people 
I . 

spent more than tlle y c011lct ufforct with the familiar numbers man on the corner, he 

1~• I ) I .,... , •• 

knew when ynn spent too much and cut off your credit. Eo~ b.i& eeuft eeli.i.ah zsasot1s, 

~ , WBilsJts:Jlk:r. 

If the State of Ohio were ~•P•Y to increase the State Income Tax by 1/4 

of one percent, it would raise the 250 million dollars which the betters supposedly . 
/':J-Jt• , . I • ,.. , • 

add to the education kitty and do so without any increase in 4Wle cos~.ef adrniei1tra-

_r1:,,. The extra 300 million dollars would not be taken out of circulation and 

those lll09t able to pay would bear the burden rather than those on the bottom rungs 

of the society. 

Almost all of the rationalizations which have been developed to explain the 

reintroduction of the lott ry do not hold water. Lotteries do not aignificantly 
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t.. • • ' • • ' 
add to the qu••~t-y of state educational support. State budget directors simply 

move monies around and, in ' any case, only .about ten percent of the state's edu-

cation budget is represented by lottery income. The sad paradox is that we claim 

to be supporting the state's educational system which, presumably, exists to train 

character as well as to train the mind by stimulating an appetite which weakens 
. 

, \ r • 
,.J' - ,... .,...,,..~ ~.., ., ),. 11,1 ..,.,. 

character. We want to teach peop1e the ikills and mindset which will help them 

li1&..1 1(,1 f ) , ,. ' ~ • I • _., 

make their way, not to Wxibe e~ @he hope ' that a miracle will redeem their il-

literacy, their lack of initiative and their lack of skills. 

~ Another probfe; ce~te;s on the e~istence of a"~~t- ~lush fund of 250 
, 

million dollars. We have been reading about the Savings and Loans bank holiday. 

• I • 1 ' \. J I , 1 \ I' t .. , ) 1. '- ~ t \. \ l , 'I,: 1 I I t...✓ • 

The lottery had nothing to do with the failure of the Home Savings Bank in Cincin-

nati or with the greed that had led 70 of our savings and loan institutions to 

refuse Federal supervision and to delude their customers that a self-insurance 

plan was in fact adequate insurance. My point is that when the State faced this 

r: . •· J.. 
banking .crisis such a ~d may have been necessary, but when politicians have 

monies of this order in a slush fund which can be moved about as readily as this 

suggests, one has to be cxtr0mely concerned about the possibility of less admirable 

appropriations. 

. '\>he lottery only sells tickets to those who want to buy, but stimufate~ 

demand. ' Because the state's costs constantly rise, the need for more and more 

-~ 
monies from the lottery is ever present. Each year the lotteries are given higher 

I 
~ quotas and must find more exciting ways to get more money, largely from those 

' 
lease able to pay. 

When the Ohio State Lottery '"' began ten years ago it had the modest goal of flt, • t ,.( t i 

. ,. • . I .• •" , .._ • ~, , ,. t 7' • ~ t I' t t ,:,_ ... 1 ' 

some 35 million collars. Today it is raising 250 millions of dollars. Its goal 
I'\ 

• • i ... ' 

will be raised each year. 
. ' , ,. . . .. . ,.,. , 

rt- be!•n wttb ,;aplJ? instant numbers; flee•,-•1111111baiiia~,e mil-

I 

lion dollar pots, ,a.neJ all 
...-, ' • ""' ':" I -.· . [ ' ' ' ·, ,' • .A f ( ' 

("' • I, ~ I • " • i I ' •· J.. "' .. - ' ... , 

the motivational Qe.¥ioea Q~ee1;&g__by tfgse wry2,_kQQW how 
ly 

/ ! ~· • 

to manipulate human greed and human need. 
• ' / ., • '. , \ t ~ (.., J" I • 

The balls are bounced each night on 



9 

the television screen. The papers are full of pictures of happy women screaming 

their pleasure at winning a prize. You never see the disconsolate poor tearing up 

the tickets which might have bought them a decent meal. 

:, . 
One of the sad truths about government in the late twentieth century is 

that govern~ent increasingly AS livi~ off of human weakness. A hundred and eighty­

five million dollars are earned by the State of Ohio every year from cigarette 

taxes. A hundred and fifty million dollars each year come from various liquor 

taxes. Two hundred and fifty million dollars last year came from the lottery. 

AIMi tf you wonder why it is that state governments have dragged their heels as 

far as promoting ways to really teach children the medical hazards of smoking, 

there is a simple reason. If the states succeed in the campaign which the Surgeon 

General has told us should be waged, they will lose hundreds of millions of dol-

lars in income. Smoking is not restricted to a warning on the package because of 

Senator Jesse Helms. It. i~ se ~s~tu&t@Q beea••••-Ulelfifty states of the Union 

earn a good bit of their income from the taxes cigarettes generate. 

I sometimes have a nightmare. I-am •riving down the road c?ffl9 I come across 
,"' 

a billboard which s hows a c lu~sroom filled with students. There is a teacher's 

desk but no teuch0 r. 'fh< ~; iqn r Pad !:> : "Unless you want this to happen, p~ay the 

State of Ohio Lottf>ry." 



1984 

Cigarette Tax, $183,995,000 

Liquor Galloneage $28,570,000 

Other liquor ff 75,500,000 

Beer and wine 

Lottery 

L 

I 42,846, ooo 

._f 250,000,000 

---------- - - --- - -- - ,:;• 
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