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THIS 1S BOTH THE CASE AND NOT THE CASE--TEACHINGS
CHANGE, AS EVIDENCED IN THE AFFIRAMTION OF RESURRECTION IN
THE LATER SECTIONS OF THE BIBLE, WHILE EARLIER SECTIONS ARE
IGNORANT OF THIS IDEA. A THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF SCRIPTURE
IS USEFUL IN UNDERSTANDING A RELIGION, BUT YOU CAN'T BUILD
AN IMAGE OF THE LIVING RELIGION ON THE BASIS OF ITS SCRIPTURE.
A MARTIAN WHO HAD READ THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE BEFORE VISITING
THE FAITHFUL AND OBSERVING THEIR WAYS AND LISTENING TO THEIR
VIEWS WOULD HAVE A DIFFICULT TIME RELATING WHAT HE SAW AND
HEARD IN THE LIVING COMMUNITY TO WHAT HE HAD FOUND WRITTEN
IN THEIR HOLY BOOK.

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE NEVER MENTIONS THE SYNAGOGUE,
THE OFFICE OF RABBI, THE SEPARATION OF MEN AND WOMEN AT WORSHIP,
EVEN THE REQUIREMENT OF A RITUAL OF REGULAR READING FROM A
SCRIPTURE.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE FIVE BOOKS OF MOSES 6Q ON
P Coleferie £ r@ailc
AT GREAT LENGTH ABOUT SACRIFICIAL CULT, [@MA&F+C PRIESTHOOD,
i 33

STIPULATES THAT WITCHES BE BURNED AND ADEEiEﬁESSES STONED--

ALL COMPLETELY IRRELEVANT TO TODAY'S AND YESTERDAY'S FAITHFUL.
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JUDAISM HAS A SACRED TORAH TODAY, AND THE TORAH _
DOES CARRY WEIGHT. IT CONTAINS THE BASIC MYTHS AND HISTORIES
OF THE PEOPLE AND SOME OF THE ORIGINAL LAW. SO DOES THE
TALMUD?‘f MASSIVE BODY OF TEACHING, EDITED MORE THAN 1500
YEARS A&@®, AFTER SINAI, WHICH RABBINIC PIETY ALSO ASSOCIATES
WITH THAT REVELATION AND ON WHOSE AUTHORITY IT DECLARES 7H€
DISCIPLINES VALID OR INVALID. IN MANY OF THEIR DISCUSSIONS,
THE SAGES READILY ADMIT MISHNAHKODEMET L'MIKRA, THAT IN
DEFINING PRACTICE, THE MISHNAH, THE RABBINIC TEXT OF THE
ZND AND 3RD CENTURIES, TAKES PRECEDENCE OVER SCRIPTURE.
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CONVENTIONAL WISDOM HAS IT THAT JUDAISM,
CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM ARE, AND HAVE BEEN FROM THE
BEGINNING, DEFINABLE AND CONSISTENT ENTITIES=--THAT AT
TIMES ENTHUSIASTS HAVE TRIED TO RESHAPE THE TRADITION
BUT THAT THE SCRIPTURE WAS THERE, ACTING LIKE A MAGNET,

PULLING WEENEER DEVIANTS BACK TO THE SOURCE.

AN ATTRACTIVE IDEA, BUT THAT'S NOT THE WAY IT
g
HAPPENED. THE SCRIPTURES LACKED THE POWER TO GIVE FULL
Tt
SHAPE TO THE TRADITIONS. THEY BECAME IMPDRTANT_sQEEE?s.

BUT THE ACTUAL TASK OF DEFINITION WAS LEFT TO OTHER

WORKS .
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ONCE A TRADITION ENSHRINES A SCRIPTURE, IT DISCOVERS
IT NEEDS A SECOND SCRIPTURE. THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT MAY
BE IMAGINATIVE, EVEN POWERFUL, BUT IT IS AN EXPRESSION OF
EXPERIENCE RATHER THAN A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW OF DOGMA AND
PRACTICE. IT IS A BODY OF TRADITION FROZEN IN TIME,
AN EXPRESSION OF SOULS REACHING OUT FOR NEW UNDERSTANDING
OF GOD AND THE PURPOSE OF LIFE.
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WHICH BRINGS US TO THE ROLE OF SCRIPTURE IN OUR
LIVES TODAY. MOST OF US ARE COMFORTABLE WITH A DEFINITION
OF SCRIPTURE WHICH SEES IT AS A COLLECTION OF MYTH, LEGEND,
LAW, WISDOM, PROPHECY AND THE LIKE, AND WE'RE NOT TROUBLED
BY ITS MANY CONTRADICTIONS.

ARE WE, THEN, POST-SCRIPTURAL JEWS? IN A SENSE,
WE ARE. WE DO NOT AFFIRM THE INEFFABILITY OF SCRIPTURE.
WE AFFIRM PROGRESSIVE REVELATION, THE IDEA THAT GOD REVEALS
HIMSELF TO MAN OVER TIME, THAT NEW IDEAS EMERGE AND
REPLACE OLDER ONES.
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YET, SCRIPTURE DOES PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN OUR
LIVES. IT IS A MAJOR PART OF THE LONG TRADITION WHICH
STRETCHES UNBROKEN, BAéEﬁ?gER THOUSAND YEARS, WHICH KNOWS
OUR STORY OF THE PAssovéz AND THE ORIGIN OF THE HOLIDAYS.
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IT CONTAINS MANY OF THE STORIES WHICH HAVE BEEN TOLD AND
RETOLD. , IT CONTAINS A RECORD OF CHANGES WHICH ARE NOT &K
IMPLY HISTORICAL MEMENTOS BUT IMPORTANT STANDARDS IN THE

STRUGGLE OF MAN TOWARDS A HIGHER CIVILIZATION. 27=% 47
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