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Judaism is not a dark somb~r rel1~1on which looks askance at the 

nJePeu~es or thP- ~o~]a. We ~i~ht oite in th1s conneotion the words of a 

br1111-ant teaehAr ann ess~y1st,c.Tesus ben .:»1raeh, whn liven some 23 centuri­

AS ago. ,nef'rAud not thyself oft.he goon day and let not the part or a good 

desi.,.,e nAss thee by,f'or there is no seekin~ f')f lif'e's joya in the grave." 

When ~Pn And wo~en hAVP- wor~en hara Pnd arA ~ortunete enough to find the • 

resuJ t or the1 r leb"-r suce~ser,,1, • t is al to~ethP.r f'i t.tin~ that they shoul4 

rejoice to~ether in 'the ~ood day' which is theirs because of whAt their 
. . 

cnlffln(')n effnrt has builnen. 

It is one of the interestin~ narRdoxes of history that those culturu 

which are most 111 at ease with the joys of living often evidence an 

excessivAness, a negree of self i~nul~enee, which is not to be found amon~ 

'nore ni.ooerate societtes which seP. no na.,..,ticulRrvirtue in unnecessary self 

oe~1Al. we m1~ht think o~ the frenet1c,frenzien orgiastic rites of the 

~lP.sh ~enyin~ Gr~ek mysterv ~uJ.ts or of the sad1st1c delight in human suff'• 

h~ch ehar~cterized se1f contr~l1en °ome And salvation SAek ing SnaiD ... 

An un~nown Jewish noet wrote 1~ his nsal~s many millenia aPO •serve 

the Tor~ in ~]PnnAss,co~A be~ore Him with s1n~1ng.'Our neonle have always 

been enc0ura~ed to dr~nk dAenly end without ~uilt fro~ the fount of Jife's 

joys. The on1y CAution wh ch was made was that they should avoid excess and 

the history of nur neonle is sin!mlsrily ~ree from such excess. 

Tonight it is our nrivilen~e to sharP top.:ether such a moment of' inna,r­

heppiness. We are in the position of narents who have nJrsed a youngster x 

throu~h a narticularily dif~icult neriod of ~owth or convalescence and who 
~~ 

n0w see thet ch11~ ~o'Ttnin~ in :t:C full st~en~th before the~.rt is a moment 

or nri~e and wA11 be1n~-•n~ 1~ we are underst.andin~-or thanks~iTing and 

hum111ty. 

P n~ve ~1 . ~ed our c~ild, t~ie cnn~~evAtion,throu~h its in~ancy,1ta 

Yflt8,.. 1,thr u n one clfl its '"ost cl"1t1es1 ,...,er1oas; an~ all about us in it.a 

\. 
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,,. 11S IJ.J t~l 

well atten~ed serviees~suc~essful e~uc AtionPl and social ~ro~r~~a~satia-

f'1Ad "l~"lbe,,,shtnwecan aee tha.t ou'Yl eff'orts hAve . bA~n crowne~ with sueeesa • 

.a., , of' us share toni~ht-1n11lTleEl~u,.-ie es WA have ~iven of' 011r time and int.er­

est.-in this ""'101T\Ant o-r nrinA ano se.ti_sra.et:ion ano hunible .~reti tude which 

'T'hey sa"'tr that. wh Pn a fine a.rtlst h As comnJ eted a master work he 

has not only nut his all onto his cRnvass,but he hPS h1mself been subtly 

cha.n~ed by the bea.ut~r an0 meanin~ of that which he wasseeking to ~ortray. 

Our rel~t1onship with Beth Torah has not be~n • wholly one sided,sma. Aa 

we havP- investen in its growth our time and talent certein chan~es have 

tRVAn ~lace in nur own lives.As our ~ftpr s~,.-ivjce discussion sessions have 

shown t,~,,,P- ana a.gain, we •~ave many among us who are not ~shamed to mention 

that. t~P-ir association w1th Beth ~orar has ma~e the~r lives richer and 

?~w many of us f'eeJ tonRy ~or-e ~n~f'ort~b]e with our birth-ri~ht 

S'"'e1al u.T'lease has been lost.Busy with 0nr tiew wol"k -awways mnnn~ our many 

ne ~rienns- wehave just not. had time ~or such self torment. W• here me.ny 

of' us felt a vapu~queasiness about the intellectual standin~ of Juoaism, 

we havP- now be r.-un t.o feel nrioe in its reasonableness ancL in 1 t:s enlighten 

ano Annohlin~ ~oo~ sense. Nor is this nri~e narrow or baseo on hi~Jy 

theoret.ies1 casu1.st1c contrast with other fa1.ths;rather it ia the nride 

in~~ 17'ht ,"!O~ ~rn i.n outJ.ook. 

r b~l 1 Ave t.h~t ~ A, so f'flte1 somemhf:lt mor-, at neace with our neigh-

~e~•s 11~e. A ~ n1~ ~st. Th~n~s ivin~, 
t ot.h~~ ~ tha-- roud of our t ~chi~• 

e c n meet now on eouAl footin~ 
nd h "'y ror wh t 
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h Pnnv f'o~ wh.qt, our f'eJ t.h ,,,~ans to us. Mo J on~er need we nl A'f the oebasin~ 

~e~, we ~an A1] wn'Ylk for a hP-elthie~ And str0n~er nei~rborhood. Indeed9 

the warm WA1co~e which the churches P,Xt.~nn~d to ts,the constant he]p 

wh1cn t.hev rAnderA0 us-ouen · n~ their hall~ ana t.bAir hea~ts-shotld silence 

t.he 1Ast errum.ent of those who "'ear P.Ven 1.n mAtters of' religious convicti~n 

to be dif'feT'ent. 

I know that our days have beP-n ru~ler bec~use of Beth ~orah and I 

alTl confident th~ they have been a bit more satisfying . . e have learnt 

that WA can increase t.he nleasure which we derive from our leisure hours 

when we broanen our soc1~1 actiwity t .o inc 11° e wo thwhile nrojects. In our 

'hee_,.,t. of' bea~t.s we will al] a0mi t th At t.re ,..,011tine of' smRl 1 talk And cards 

~t")T' 11 o-r us the nuinbe~ -r ()11~ frienns ~TH~ bro1J~ht us together with men 

•rfAi 
Rnn WO'TtP.Tl ho fl!ruzr, e:xt.remel~ iTitArest:·nP' bect=ruse -t-their baclrgrounns and 

eXT"'erie:nees w::= so totally nif.,.el"ent f'ront O1.1r own. We have experienced 

the jrrrH~I' .joy which comes from snendin~ ti~e in A worthwhile fe.shion. e 

hPVe gainP-d in self' ~es-oect for so re~letin~ our Jives Rnd we hR,re Q:ained 

in resnect ~or our ol~ friends because th~y t.oo heve shown capac1ty and 

Besides thARe many bl~ssin~s our yee.r l has heJped each of us gro 

1 n cleTit.~-in cheT'acter. p, havA exne-r1•ent.•f.each in his owl" we.y, with the 

exne~i~n~P. o~ n~ayPr-honest an~ . introsnective- aTid though it mAy be still 

q n~w s1iphtly stran e d1sc1~11ne we know now at least that. the~e Are 

w t:'hin ourselv a And it.bin onr m,1.v-,.:rs~ untf:ll"ned sources of' stren~th And 
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of'f'~r. W~ he.ve founn thl!lt ire are not the f'irst to f'ace the many challenges 

1 i~e in,T'.-,SP-S on us -that: the,.,~ is i-nnch th8t. can he lea,...nt from the wisdom 

1 P-Arnt of their needs ,ou-y, l"'es-oect g-y,PW e.nace e.s n id nur f ,.,iennship. This is 

the tr' ,, e Meaning o-r brotherhood-helpfulness in tf)A face of ~ommon nroblems. 

Bebh Tor&h-this ex-oeri~nce in JAwish Jivin~ which we hAve unnerte.ken 

has made al] this possible. Perhaps it wouln be better to say that the 

effort and nlannin~ which we nut into our nl"'eam brou~ht us these bJessings. 

r.. syrta~oP-"ue is but the su-rn total of th A inte:rAst or its members .A building 

rich in substance Pnd size can yet be a ho]Jow shell almost without mean­

in~ to the lives o-r its sunnorte,.,s. HerP. we hRve been most fortunate. Our 

~oaJ ~rnm t.he f1l"'st was a work1n~,n&rticnent con~re~ation. We wouln have 

n""'t'-"' nP' 111 h ~ ~h was for,n_Rl 1 ze.~ qt· fiht ntV!l12eteo 1! ,nothinP- wh ichwe did not 

cue. eu11. c.e1u.nc,'\)•" 
not only +-he "'"'ast: hut t:hP nrAsP-nt A.nd ~ -ruture. Its nille.rs were to be 

It . A 

, n~erstan~:!ng, na1't1cine.ti ri, honesty of' spir:1 tual auest, and enucetion. 

We ~eco~n5zed that we wel"'e setting for ourselves s dif~icult task but we 

~~-"' R.D 
hAa n:n,Jw1·1to8'd -that Gon had ~iven the 'T'ore.h onenly ana in a ton~ue which 

that no gr UT) nriAstly or otherw1 se couJ r' cla1"' that 1 t was its stiec­
could be unnerstood by all/and we felt that our ~ouse of the Torah, our 
al nortion 
Beth Torah,shoul0 be similarly rlemocrat:ic-that only is so be ··ng could it 

be ~r:rective . 
•• 

e wanten to com.e to p-r5ns in 0uri synapo~uP with the nroblems which 

conf':ront~r' us. e wanted h.onPst. answe~s to sincere ouPStions.Prayer was to 

be more lan a -rew 11nes rP-sd t.n, s orRtorically from a leather oovered 

bo~k. It: ~1.,st be fresh ano Px-press our own feAlin~s Ana moods and• so we 

ST'\Ant t-t"'le 0 -nr! s me att.ent"'1ti t!le~ ·rtnp: t:'1 understann what. these l)rayers 
J. -:...,e114 • • ...,., Aee4tl. &'ti..&M-~ .tc:Q~ ~ ~11a 1 ◄ «C..._, 

We""A ~ ..... IRPtA .,,.~~I' to !U:ln gur ('IWJ\ f'r.tl+Jnyf Pl~ 1ffl'•~B to the litur~. 

c~uln not see them bein~ exnosAn to vaJuAs And a t,.,adit~on to wh1ch we were 
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• athet1c.Be11e~ w~s to be th~ nr~nuct. nf honest sAarc~ undArt.~ en throu~h 

'11seuss~on and st1Jny fr,r we have reso]vP-d that J11a~1sm must become m■x• for 
~ 4• .,.ta,~ ·•p-4 4.;;.,~ 

us f:!lfn e way or Jife -a eommittment-'l'he et~ics of the Bible e would se~k 

to understAnd ana brinv. out of the nrintAn uage into the fAbric of our live 

Observan~e m st become more th~n na~Antrv.It must be br u~ht into the 

natt.P-r of 0 ,r ne1ly 1ves-1n our homAs- anA bAcome Jaa~n with ovArtones of 

0~ eourse we ~in not comnJAte our tasv-indeed it is h~rnky be~un and 

n°w m~~bers but renouh1e~ e~~o~t,Not. 0n1v a bui 7n1~~ hut An everprAsent 

~we~enP.SS o~ whAt. re a'!"A t.-ryirt to bu· 1n. As we ,:tr w ,sJwe shall '!,r-ow, in 

nirn.bers:wP- must be always ~Arefu] to ~r ·-

rr we keen this ever 1n ~ind,tbe future will be as filJedwith mome­

nts of nr:tne r:- nd jov And acoomn11 shment as was ou:r year 1. ince our first 

service e year Ann a half R20 the honAsty enn ~1ncerjty of your 5nterest k 

has made us grow from strength to stre.n~th. We have enjoyPtd a nrogram which 

has never known fa11u'l")e but to the contre.ry has Always exceeoen exnectation 

S :mmer, New Yea.~s, hatever the comneti tion, Vtre h~VA ne~rer faile~ t hold 

services nor havP they ev~r bePn b~~Jv RttendP.n. wwe havP. le.Arnt much in the 
~ 

Art. o~ wn.,..v-1rH~ itso~e+.he.r ann a tr, ly mRez111P' number of ®Y' e111:lters have been ., 

Rct1vPl~ ertv0 ven. T'h ~nk 0f it, Int.he lRst. five nays 57 neoule have given 

ovo.,.. 17n hours o-r tr~ir t1~e du~i11~ ,ome ~ mAetin~s~ work connected with 

,,r ~vr,~~~~ne. 'T'h.111k ,..,.,.. (')Ur wnnn~r-ruJ st a.Pf of volunteer tePchers who heve 

.Sc..~~ 
P-:iv~rn eVAT' .. SuT'rlAy to nur wapi, an" '"'f thP. coutnless nn"1b 0 r of others who ll 

heve STI~nn t.ime And 9ffo:rt on anec1eJ nro1ects .Pnr the eh1ld~en.BLt the 
"" 

hole st0ry o.P our aetiv ty 111 be en-Po1ded later-I mean onl,- to no1nt Ut> 

the se7f ~ev1nent truth that you are our stren~+h and our future and that z 
the meanin~ Beth ~orah will have .Por your lives ~enends on the interest encf'­

ch ich OU brin. 

---- - --· 
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I should li_r:e to bcr- i1 oy retcll:.nr• :;. fol .. :;: legend p o~ ul ,~r u i th our 

p 011lc . It dv t .lo wi t11 th lecond .r y city of lielm . 

bee ' uc - . t . l 15 tho co□muni t y • r to vrhich n ov erzealous otork h._.-,p enod 

to ::)rine __ only s ir.ip le sou c . ne d o.y , a trc,veller c o.:i.e t o delm \· :... t : tnc 

:Sut the cro_ I 'i u"' L i;.... just bce"'J. 

gc.th red, c:.n a t o1·r:.r1 cou1 cil W[l.D i·"'1medt a telJ co: ven d t o devise a :p l ...... 1 

t o prot ct t he vrint c - 1 8 '"'oor"' oupp· y . It wns dee· ded t ht1, t ever.. man , 

lTOrn.2 .. r1 c.rd c l ilc .. ivas to t co:1sc ri:Jt od for EU2,rd dut y on the c ity ~.-.ralls . 

' o one w ,s exe~pted. 

t t1G rl, ·1pr.rtc mi ght be ft 1.., "tr mo.nned . 
. 

.i. e - o"'"i::err never c e,me . --ut \•.r:1ile t ~_e people ere ':iu sy protect ·· n • 

d ·--y· c:... ... • ot a i L ~-r~s le1 t , .. , ole , or a cellar i1tact . 

he J... 
v e G, -- 1· J . en 'Vl .... t1-rn---d J.J.. ... v o ... ). c , 

.1.. v SY ... 

~7 i. portc.- t leoson . -tc-• Jews w hav l o G 

a:~d vl5ilo.:.ritlJ rn· -ncd t ~ e r pc.1..,t :~ a •• inst detractors and i'lev11 ; e ., 
- ..__, It. ,. Jl,"lf ,· /A,.,., &:S 

nave fot.mded 01..,gani'70.tio- .. G a,71d doviccd tee. iquos "' and rotoct 
1\ 

our c ·· vil n relivious ri f~ ht·., . ··1e h ve or5·1 nized our cornnuni tt)s for 

protoctio and or utual h lp . Cur co. uun· ty co1...u1c ls have mobilized 

our resources to finance t10s0 inst:tutions . Te ha e 

u i t oft e trea ure w ave been so buoy protecting? Have we 

pad d111gent att ntion tot 

t e belief tor hose a e e 

. 
e core of our fa1th--our belief 1n God , 

ef'end ~ itlem nt 

I o l r 
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C t • -. ._r it .• G ~. , t, 0 

al 7 .. need 

-"'la e-~·--- orj· i ,1 o, 1r • e c 1 for Go · ':I 1d -~or 
U.1..,.J.. .l L, _.,.._ ..,, 4,,,.) C , - .a. "'"'""-

.! 11 ·01~ ·,n • ('!' 1-, -.,.,0.1- i. "- "'~ ' oou.·, 1,.. ,. ct·1 o- 0 - .J.: l ,.._ I,.) U.-. l,J ._,._,.L •- \.,__ - - 0 

-od 1 c.: J-110 .L~o,1'· d. J. ·i o· _.::, lJ__ ~:.i.- ~,lJ- ... Ho t~e Laure e o:r 

Judn,i:.... . 1 ~ ~ t· li· ·'· • r 
- --~ L, J 

• .., • - 7 ·i .--. lP'"' n C:... _.J uJ ....... .l.. e ..... ..:: u 

c•urvi - e u - - • 

-~o rce . 

r-'l. 1JO y .ri thout c..... heart . It 
. 

,._ (.., f''°\ ... 

- L-) \..-,1-.- ... 

r:i • ' . ,., n C '·1 OY'I l0 

c, l 
~-..i. ;_,_ ... , -· u 

• 

re . 1.• r !'I 01, •·\ 
.- 1....J .. "'" L.,u C O:i.1.CCr 1S 

.le muot •1 o, r :.L 

Hou doe:: m'"'.n C OL to Goel. .c." -ooem 

80 .... omo 1 Ion 

~.;ni c h I, too , :.1. v o ucen led • o 

oolicve in God. 

of , and I ")OSSGSG ... ten as faithful 

ho a e me ore t 

he .rt r en I look e·p wit :.n." 

1 I a.m ; u.nC: the r:iu.sincs of 

he r n eur pl ndor Of OU orld 2.nd :tJa o our universe 

to ackno 
0...1) 

ve beco oe s1tiv to the vi ·•, ible Y. ;Ledge . ·all' 

h V0 

pr 0 ence of od y observin t e magnitude and orderly sy try o..i: t' e 

spher s . ho s azed t t vastn ss we call the ky , dotte with 

uncotmta le ,enders-- orlds lar er and perhaps more b aut1tu1 than our f:ltf/N 
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separated by distances we cannot measure,and not felt awed and humbled, and not 

felt that some all-wise being had so lanned it. I stand always in awe of the 

beauty of our world. I stand al gr in awe of the glories of the sunset, of the 

surging or the tides, of the profuse coloring or the f orest. When I see such 

beauty I cannot but reverently acknowledge a master hs.nd.f/r am awed by the 

over-whelming dimensions of our world, by the expanding infinity which is our 

universe, by the span or the heavens and by the sweep of the earth and sea. When 

I take these proportions to heart I cannot but reverently affirm the all-powerful 

who alone created it. 
~'VlTV 

I am awed by the precision/which each part fits into the larger whole - by the 
ft,\ ,-,ul'"tr f' 

orderliness of the stars in their heavenly courses and by the symmetry of the fq:1 usL 

Each goes its appointed way and performs its appoi nted task. 

Each is a necessary part of the total whole. The worlds which astronomy and 

physics have made known to men make me humble before He who so made it. It is as 

the Psalmist sang long ago, "Together the Heavens declared the glory of God and 

the firmament reveals His awtltxv handiwork" • 

One of the difficulties many of us have in becoming aware of God is that there 

is too little of silence and of quiet; too little opportunity for observation 

and for contemplation in our lives. We live so frenetically that we do not take ,ij~ 

time to appreciate or understand the world about us. llk»wr Earth and sky exist 

only as a taken-for-gran backdrop-,,.. our daily routines. 

To find God we must learn to disengage ourselves aJ; ti ae :ifrom these worldly 

pre-occupations. We must l arn to observe the world about us with understanding 

eye - with eye 

whol e 

habi 

all t 11 

1 17 

pen to its beauty, to its majesty and to its meaning. 

burning bush, He orderd His great leader to take 

he ap'ft'IIU1acle d for he was about to step on holy ground. The 

und an we need to periodically' et our elns. of work-week 

practice H w ar t N ...... ~ -•~...-~~~~~~111ie 

• 
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The beauty and order of nature is open for all to see. It is a matter ot 

cultivating and training our minds. We must learn to respond to the presence 

of true beauty. When the great Cathedral of Florence was being built the masons 

discarded every piece of marble whose grain and shape did not meet their arbitrary 

specifica1ions. The stone was thrown into the wast heap. It took the tra,ined eye 

of a great artist to realize that the irregular shape and lines of one of these 
10,l ~ 

stones could be fashioned :i.nto a statue beyond compare ~t wM"""Michaelangelo 

'Jjo turnad a bit of discarded marble into the world famous statue of David. 

Training our eyes to be aware of nature's grandeur is simply a matter of "bt:d it!g' .,~~ 
J;,;..pe - of learning not to be so wrapped up in our own thoughts that we have no 

for 
time for the world about us. It is important that we so train ourselves/only 

when we pause and consider the grandeur and the order and the majesty of all 

that is beyond ourselves, the riddle of the spheres and the riddle of the atom -

the might of the spheres and the might of the atom - the orderliness of the spheres 

and the orderliness of the atom - only then will we sense that our world is not a 

product of chance and that its \,v,'1..,~k'-- precision bas been ordered by a power that 

is all--wise and who has might beyond our imagination. 

s-noNQ. ~-
CJabirol pointed to a~~ay by which men have been brought tol\n~0-1A@o~d=.._-_-~t =he:__:::::;::::p' 

study of the Book of Life and the observation of the ways of men. Look closely 

at nature and you will see marvelous orderliness. There is no animal, however 

humble, who has not some necessary part to play in nature's plan. Each species 

has learned to live cooperativel7 and has developed the necessary skills for 

~ 
Look at man - look clo ly -- and become aware ot the glorious saga of .tj/J6 

slow and tortuoos no -the-le ascended progress trom b eaat to man - from 

lit7 to Dllll8m.ty. I can onl7 wonder at man's proven capacit7 to transcend 

himself. T a ned an ape. Tbe auppos d11' ape-like man has become 

and artist and craft"-~• He baa learned to work cooperatiYely) 
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to love unselfishly, to live creatively, to think deep thoughts and has even managed 

to unravel some of nature's mysteries. 

so planned - planned by a master mind. 

I cannot but believe that all this was 

Look at man -

freely offered a1~ "'..__ _____ _../ 

fEY,lQ11$. Watch the 

l0Wk1'ta1~iy and observe the many acts of sacrificial love, of 

~d ~ Observe the h.eJ the comfort which men extend to 'buy 
M. ....... 4-t,~ .... ·~ 

dedicated healer or the consecrated leader serving his days ,._ 
in the cause of mankind. At such moments, in such men, you will see a prief 

flaming of the divine spark which is in each of us. You will become conscious of 

the potentiality with which God has filled us. You will become conscious of the 

God who asks only that we fulfilU. ourselves. 

Is it not then as an ancient Rabbi once put it - that if you would find God 

you must look for the foot prints of the sons of men and there you will find ample 

testimony of his being. 
,,,,,,,-

Now there is a third way - an inner way. The witness that we ourselves 

afford. We can see God if we look closely at ourselves - at the intricate and 

wonderful construction of our lmdies, at the miraculous capacity of our minds, at 

the manifold levels of our emotions. These are the gifts of a just and kind God. 

We sens also.t when we look within 
1
the promptings of our God. It is He, we feel,~ 

commands us to be careful always of the dignity of our person. It is He who bids 
r¥.' aJ>w\.,u#I 

us to lae tJ i 11 , al our moral obligations. It is He who would have us develope 

strength of u character. It is He who has planted within us our ability to give 

and to receive love and our feeling of ld.nahip with .men of good will everywhere. 

When we look within we cannot be feel that we somehow reflect the God who made us. 
~ ~J.,,0,,,,_ :- • .pQ.. :1.,. ~ ··- .. ...-o-p..J,;;a~ e.c...~ ~ •• ~ 
Must not the love and the creati xity - tAe aenee of h1ghe and cdhiiion bro'hhewaood -

.2Jll-::llWareness of duty - our awareness that we bear within a epark of the 7niv.1.ne? 

• , - - -- -- .... v.1, .LUYa, "V1'Il war 
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When I consider all that I am and all that I can be I cannot help but sense 

that this is so because some wise and powerful being so willed it. Is this not 

what the prophet Elijah discovered when seeking to find Godf-. He 'i;;;! him not 

in the powerful winds, nor in the shattering earth-quake, nor in the all-consuming 
. ;,7 ;, ,) , • ' r,-, 

fire, nor in any other manifestation of nature's power, but only in the voice of 

great stillness. We must look within and when we do we will learn not on~ 

much about ourselves but much about our God. Truly, as the Psalmist says, "O 

Lord, I am wonderously made -- a testimony or Thy being"• 

Men come to God in many ways, mystic and realist, poet and prophet. Each 

will make bis own way to God and each will find God jn another of his manifestations. 

God is everywhere and we, each of us, will see Him through another of His creations. 

But the God that we see is one - whole and indivisable - though we may see Him 
"""- ~ , ••• c.Q.. ~ -· • .,q~ -i-----in his many aspects we must always remember his unity.w.uod is one and He :Ls goodr -· ... ·'--

~_affl~ - I! u ◄ ,.... 7" for ~iii!t le ow- of' life- aRd.._of our zee]e 1 s good-. That God is pa is suggested 

to us by one of our most familiar Bible stories. M0 ses, like every man who has 

ever lived, was anxious to know more about God and finally, we are told, asked 

God directly to reveal himself'. God's answer is interesting. He tells Moses 

to go up on to a r9Y mountain. ·To hide his face in the cleft of a rock -

to turn his back on any display of His magnificence, and only while Moses was so 

turned away God spoke to him words which contain all that we can, I believe, ever 

know of God. 

I am, Be said, - I am existence - I am the Lord, mercitul and gracious, long ·~ suffering, ever true, abundant in goodness and in truth. Such is our God 1ftlf> is .. 

the universe and 1111Jre./He is "■Ip: wholly concerned with the we~e of ma.~ 

realit ot g and purpose e that 

lite. He ia the ■entor who has placed in us a spark of lie own Divinity. A 

spark which permits us to think and to plan and to bo.ild and to talfill our 

talents and Be is the 1uaaons so to doe 

I lie that only ae we attirll such Qod does the contusion which we call 

lite nl.ng. Kan, oinlisation, beaut7, creatiTJ.t7, lOTe, even war 
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and evil, all that we have and are, can be understood, only in the context or a 

power greater than our own who has given us life for a purpose and who will see 

that our best efforts are not expended in vain. 

Yom Kippur is the heart of our religious year. God is the heart of our 

faith. Let us during this period of prayer again tao our God to heart • 

• 



ROSH HASHANAH SERVICE 

Almost every society has celebrated a New Year I s day. Each year some d,ay was 

arbitrarily chosen to mark both the end and the recommencement of nature's unending 

cycle. The New Year as a calendar necessity is universal. As the stopping and 

starting point of the Jewish calendar year, there is nothing to distinguish Rosh 

Hashanah from other similar occasions. 
has 

Yet Rosh Hashanah is different. It n always been. We need only compare the 

mood of the secular New Year with tonight I s solemnity and high purpose. The f onner 

is a holiday, gay and full of good cheer. Rosh Hashanah is a holy day, sober in 

purpose and pregnant with significance. At the very beginning of Jewish history our 

ancestors somehow transformed the New Year 's festivities into a high-toned festival, 

a holy day which has now for over 3,000 years brought inspiration and understanding 

to millions of our fellow-worshippers. 

This transformation was accomplished in earliest Biblical times. Nowhere in the 

Bible do we read of a New Year feast which is carnival in spirit and carefree in 

temper. Rosh Hashanah from earliest time was cut of wholly different clotµ. This is 

indicated to us by the two names by which the New Year I s day is most often desig-

nated in the Bible . It is often called a , a day 

of remembrance, a day set aside for a thorough-going review of the progress -which we 

have made in meaningful and mature living. It is a suggested occasion for a yearly 

personal inventory, an oportunity to give ourselves an honest report . on the care 

with which we have managed our lives. 

The milestone occasions of each year - birthdays, anniversaries, graduations and 

the like often inspire us to take stock. They offer us a convenient vantage point 
has 

from which to assess the past and plan for the future . Rosh Hashanah nan advantage 

which is unique to itself, which it does not share with any other occasion. For 

the Rosh Hashanah challenges us to judge ourselves by another's eye. It is not only 

a matter of what we think of ourselves, but of what God would judge us to be. You 

will remember the mythology with which our fore-fathers encanpassed the meaning of 
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this hour. They pictured God familiarly as sitting behind a heavenly tribunal 

on which was placed a simple balanced scale. One pan of this ecale was white. 

Into it were placed our assets, the evidence which we had given in life of 

integrity, kindness, courage, and love. Opposite was a black pan. Here were put 

our weaknesses, our bad habits, our mistakes, our cruelties. We watched with God 

as the scale was set free and the pans began to balance. The side to which it 

settled indicated the final summation of our lives. 

Substituting modern concepts for this ancient poetry, Rosh Hashanah is unique 

because it demands from us a report on our character which is both complete and 

unbiased. No fact is to be overlooked, no information is to be left out, despite 

our desire to protect our self-pride. We must admit to the ignoble and to the weak 

anri to the willful, as much as we pride ourselves on the strong, the good , and the 

true. We must judge ourselves not as we want to see ourselves nor as others see 

us but as God sees us. He judges by one standard only. He judges only whether 

our achievements have equalled our potential. At college we were ranked against 

our classmates. We were also ranked against what the college believed to be our 

potential, based on past grades and intelligence tests. Some of us in our freshman 

year rated highly in comparison to our classmates, but were nevertheless called in 

by the dean because we were doing work below the standard expected of us. So it 

is in life; many of us have earned the respect of our communitiei. Yet who among 

us would be so presumptious as to feel that he could not have done more, that his 

talents could not have been used more understandingly, that his life could not have 

been used more profitably and that he have given more of himself to noble and 

worth-while causes. 

In life there is no such thin~ as a rank index and no dean. There is no one to 

call us in when we are not doing the type of work of which we are capable. We must 

be ow own dean. Rosh Hashanah affords us a year4' oportunity to judge ourselves 

against ourselves. As we humbly evaluate the findings, for who can but be humble 
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when we realize how much we left undone and how much we did badly, we c 001e to realize 

what new habits we must cultivate, what new disciplines we must adopt, what new 

standards we must accept. Out of this self-realization there is hopefully born 

determined resolution, the sure promise that we will put into practice the plans 

which come to mind tonight. As a Rosh Hashanah offers us an -----
opportunity to judge ourselves honestly, that we may become the ccrnplete person 

that we want and ought to be. 

I spoke of two terms by which the Bible designates Rosh Hashanah. We have 
, 

spoken of Rosh Hash an ah as a day of remembrance. It is also called a ----
, a day of summoning. The is the call blown by the shofar in - ---

ancient Israel to summon our forefathers from their farms and their work-benches 

to defend their land and their people. 

It is the call to cooperative action for the general good. When in modern 

times we still blow this ancient instrument it is as a symbol to all who hear it to 

put aside whenever necessary their personal preoccupations and to undertake the 

common task of securing liberty and econmmic oportunity for all meQ. Whenever the 

forces of bigotry or brutality or cruelty threaten, the shofar sounds and reminds 

us of our higher duty,of the obligations we owe to our country and to mankind. 

~or this year it will sound in a world at peace. Th@Ee are no enemy troops threa­

tening the gates. Yet its call is no less insistent. It is a summons to enroll 

ourselves with all groups who are attempting to recude human suffering and increase 

human oportunity. It is the call which summons us to be concerned .with human 

values, with the rights of all men to his place under the sun, his right to vote 

or to be educated, to live where he wants to, to consider himself in all things the 

equal in rights of his fellow-man. It is the demand that peace and prosperity do 

not lead _ us to :;canplacency and that we use God I s rich blessings to help the under­

privileged and nourish the llllderfed, to instruct the illiterate and to free the 

enslaved. All men are not sharing equally in today I s prosperity. The shofar 
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reminds us that we must seek for them and with them the one world of peace and 

opportunity which was the vision of the ancient prophets. 

.. 
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~l Mnay comnlain about Judaism that though its ethic is noble and 

exalted,it has lit t le to offer the indi~idual in the reamm of comfort 

and spiritual strength in hours of trial and tribulation.They compare 

the motheeyly care which other f ~ith s dispense wit~ i ts warmth and sure 

promise to our cold ethical imperatives.Now Judasim makes no bargains• 

with truth simply to make life more bearable for its adherents, but I 

would suggest that if we puruse its minor keys (as is our purposein theie 

three lectures) we shall find real insight into the mach1nery of coping 

with sorrow and mucb he l p in this respect for our personal lives. 

This is especially true of the little book of poems which we are 

goin g to discuss tonight. They tell no story but xXB as all good poetry 

~~ 
seek to talk directly to our e~i-Qns to awaken there the same feelings 

which move t b e writier - These poems are elegies, laments-they deal with 

soDrow and misfotune - Let us see tonight how the author copes with 

calamity and whether h is reactions to it are psychologically valid and 

useful for all of us. 

MPY I give you some bac kground befor e we seek to answer the 

philosophic question. These five poems are called in En~lish 'The Book 

of Lamentations' after t h eir syle and content.In Hebrew their name is 

simnly Eicha,how, The reason fo r t h is is t ha t it was the prac ~ice of 

the synagogue to title book s siw.p 1 y.. by the wor d with wh ich the y be g an 

r~r theH by s~ ~ 4 :~b,~-especially w.t1 en the first word ga\8 

some indic Rtion as to the contents.Thus Bereshis,shemos etc. 

The style o f t h e s e lines in typically Near Eastern- Poetyy of 

word str eng th arlrl stress rat her then rhymM. Four of the five poems are 

actrostic-that is each of its lines beg ins with a succeeding letter of 

the alphabet.This was an invaluable a id in memorization ano insured 

\i_p ~ ~:}. . ~ 
the poems would not 1~ only~on some parcm!lent in a library butAin the 

hearts and on t he lips of the people repeate ~ often to them by their 



professional singers and balladeers.Web~ the war
1
still retain this 

nratice by having these verses recited in the synagogue during the 

summerf aet of Tisha be Av which commemorates the very disaster these 

lines are~eld to ortray. 

The five po ems seek to express the mood of a man who finds hims-
~\1 the ruins of his home and count~y. 

elf surrounded~ Xl111:xxm:i11xra:fxbtbxm:x111'~X There has been 

a catastrophic national disaster. As enemy occupies the land and has 

reduced the once p:-· ouci cities of Judea to rubble and has impose ct heavy 

penalties and bur ens on all the inhabitants. Many have been imprisoned 

and exiled.All that the poet loved is simply no more. There is some dout 

among Biblical scholars as to which defe at is being desccibed but it is 

generally believed that it is the crowning bl Jw of 586BCE when Nebucaa­

nezzar nd his Babylonian host devaatated Judea, destroyed the Temple, x 

and left the country in a comatose state from which she ct id not begin 

t o reawaken for almo st a century, arl until some of t he very exiles that 

~r carrie,:J h ,.J t d ,.J b lif d th t ~ v~- v away a~ re urne anu rought new e an str eng o ~ 

helpless bones. 

Our tradition would al so like to ascribe authorship of these ve:m 
~ 

es to the gre Ht prophet Jere'~iah who forsaw the disaster and who t~ 

~ foun his peopleunwilling t o change t heir policies before tt was too 
~-L-4 v;r~~~ ~o.,& 

late--nevertheless nener 1:o'S't his _re t love for 'El!em and el1Wil0 indeed af-
t,, 

ter the fall spent his few remaining years with them in exile seeking t> 

soothe ~he hurt and give allnew reason to hope.It would add to the 

stature of these lines if this were , ossible and also help us fill out 

our picture of this pro,.het of sorr ow--but their are weighty reasons~ 

doubtll the ascription, QM e~ to hold t~ •et the . ive poems are no~e 

work of any one man but are a unity only by virtue of their t hought and 

purpose.But these erudite discussionsneed not trouble us-what 18 impor t 

ant for our purposes ia not to be sure of the exact time and pl ace of 



~ ~--.fl..~ 

the evP-nts refe red to, but the book' s univer sal t uth. 

" 
Let me give you first a taste of the elegaic style of the 

whol b o ~ remember,however as I no that translation c n not begin 

to do j us ~ ice to the o e of de.tic line. 

Bow lone -- ·l sits the city once so crowded wi t h p eople 
11e h s become like a wiilow ,once o g ·eat ar1ong the natlions 

She that was a princess among the cities has become a vassal. 

The r oads to Zi on mourn without ilgrims to the feasts 
All her ates are desolate, her priests mourn 
Her maidens have been dragged off ·hile she i s left desolate 

To what can I _liken you,What can I comoare with you,O daughter of 
Jerusalem 

What can I liken to you, Th t I mAy comfor t you, O virgin 
daugh er of Zion 

For you ruin is as v ast as the sea, Who c an heal you 

All who pass along the road &lap their h ands in derision 
they hiss and wag their heads at t he daughters of Jerusalem 
1 1s t h is the city that was called perfect in beAuty,the joy of a 

all the earth' 
t< 

The ima ery throu ht t he se five uoems is ~ric and moving as an r in an. ,/ 

litt rature. But hat distin uis es this oetic lament is not only its 

artistry-but its restraint-the sp i ·it and fa i t that it manifests. Juds
1 e 

th oets hom lies in ruins.He himself is languishin in exile.Yet th~ 
I • 

is no wild uncontrolled disuair, no nulling of hair, no revilin of ~od 

or the unikind fa tea, no bloodthirsty cry of vengence on B"1bylon, no 

I J -", e rr, b \ &1 

feelin that all this wu -tr mistake that Judea was hounded and erseoutd 

wuthout warrant. No morbid expressions of self doubt and guilt. The poEt 

._.t-...o~~ 
has no J}ls;ee: last control of his feelings .Nor does he ever loose t ouch 

with reality.There is honest grief . penly avowed and expressed from t he 

depths of a man 's soul-yet nowheres does his grief make him less of a 

an ore use him to doubt his faith in God and in the fact that there ii 

reason even for uffereing. Consider 1th me ir you will these lines 

tch I b 11 ve are the ~ost important in the whole work: 

Th thou tot y attliction nd bittern•• 1• angu~sh and 
ry 



( 

I am indeed thinking of it d I 
But this I call to ~ind an am crushed in spirit 

•i i and so I have hope -

That the mercie• of the Lord never cease and his oompassion 
never fails 

They are fresh every morning, great is his faithfulness ••. 

Though he cause grief yet will he have compassion according to 
the abundance of h is grace. 

For he does not willingly afflic t nor grieve mankind. 

Who is there that c an order anything into being when the Lord -
has not c aused it. 

Is it not by the decree of God Bhat good and evil come 
Of what can livinr man comnain,each one realizing his sins? 

Let us,therefore, search and examine our ways and return to 
the Lord 

Let us lift uo our hearts with our hands to God above 
ve have transgressed and rebelled and Thou hast as yet not pard­

oned us. 

As I understand these lines they express thJs mood.To be in with there 

is a deep abid in faith in '~od. This is religion's be drock. Th~lil& J.:s frlo 
Ji JJ.;:.:; ~j 

answer r0jldily a1.ta~le to the question that!p r ing f i rst to the mind6 
N r.J ~• ~ Q • C?R_ -1...f f!J2 c-..,..... t.£.:,.:.r. ~ 

of all who are hurt by life-How can God have n ermitted all tl, is to occw 

To t h is question there never has been an ad -quate answer n~t will thete 

ev ;., r be. -;ut the poets-I 9 rael 1 s, faith is so sure of God and his goodnEII 
I 

that in times of nationald isaster they question themselves and their 

shortcoming not God and his supposed fa i lin s. God does not willingly 

afflict nor grieve mankind. There must _have been a reason-our rebellion 

from his moral law- our stiffneckedness- our lack of feelings of common 

decency and humanity . 
.bai:glaxxi:J1.tgi.x 

~KxtiXBXXJUlawJm tm 
When grief and hur ~ afflict the poet is sayingDwell only on it 

long enough to und~rstand its extent-do not roll about in a morass of 

self pity. Do not seek to unravel the mysteries of life which even in 

your o .·t possessed moments are too much for you •• But learn to use 

sorrow anrl hurt. In moments of pain turn thegaze wm~x~mx inward-ask the 

question by wrlp;;ld a just ~od have br ught this u-pon me? Does • e wish 

to warn to me forsake rays of self p ·mue ing? Was I ever so true to His 



re ~uirements s to feel that God owes me anythi n better 10f what can 

a livin man compal in,e ach with h is bagga e of sins?•Use sorrow. It 

deep ns our awareness of x±h wh at is nermament,characterm spiritual 

stren ~th, moral coura e, and what vanity po ter , wealth, even health 

and security. Use sorrow to bro aden your under st anding of life •S true 
allow grief to 

di ensions-do not mwxwna overcome you. 

Do you remeber Goethe 's famou s line s wh4~h start~,Wer nie sien 
... 

brad mit t hr nen ass-they exuress the same thought. 

~ 

Who never are with tear s h i s bread 
Nor throu h the sorrow laden hours 
Of night, sat weep i ng on his bed 
Heknows y Ju not, 0 Heavenly powers, 

J1 aism makes no at i empt to e xn lain misfortune-onl: to affi ·m that what 

see~ s ~holl evil t o us is art of Go d's purpose and th1 scan beused by 

us to our benefi , if we h ave suf ficient f t ith and cour age, Thus prayer 

i n t ime s of ex t r emis is called by t h e hapuy phrade 'Zmdduk ha din• a 

justification of o~&s judgment. This i s the prayer of t h e healthy min<I. 
"'(~t..o ~~C..- ~ ..J 

who will not be broken by soorow but will grow more mature through his 

exper e , nce. 

This then i r' Judaism ' ~ adi'te~. Express your grief fully and well. 

Do not keen i t bottledup and corroding. But as youexpress your grief 

seek its deeper meaning-seek what it c an te ach you about life_ and _use 
and 90attively I•eevaruate life 

th9se insights to rebuild your being. bxo:JakBx~umxaXJl}annx~•t•xt 
That is the wa that in time all grief will be asuaged ~or the aerices 
~uuln•nxnxAli ·:tkax.-:kul!xmfxk11mo.tuioax*fi~.xXlliq:Jrk,:x•xlixrlh 
op God never cease-they ~re fa shioned ane · every morning, 
t l¼-Sb::::G~~~~&-r--N~ .. 

I 
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One of ➔ he chnrpes that hes beAn rPneetenly hurled apAinst reli~ion 

is thAt it subve ts men's ettention from VAry reel economic and social 

r,robJ P.mSb'Y' nromis:Jnp- ,, jn rPt:11rn for nol1 ical submissiveness a larger 

shareof the hes.ti tuAe~ of the her~fter. 'T'hj s WPS the s,,bstRnce of KRrl Mprx ts 

cont. ~t.1on th~t reli~ion rAs one o-r the mAj ~r factorR which retproeo the 

ult1m f) t~ e_nn .L"'linRl rem 1 t o+"' t.he massPS s 0 ~v1ni::r AS it c1in ~s an opiate whjch 

dulled thA senses o-r th~ onnressPd to the evi 1.s whj nh surround them and whim 

co,,7 n hP, c'"'rrAct0 only b"" cor,r~~ nBte<1 SA]-r intArP.RtA~ action. 

It can not be n°nie~ thAt vaJous -ra ths have Pt t.1mes playea such a 

qJ role . Find ism providen until oujte recently a sanctifien exclanation 

fo~ the horrible inequalities of the cPste system by maintaining th t man 

w s bo~n into r is class because of his sins or ~o 0 nee0s in some nrevious 

existence enn th ~t by liv1ng welJ-even t e ~ost loWJ1ly couJa exne~t in their 

next inc~rP~t:ion to r1se in the s00·a1 scale. Christia~ity has in this area 

b 0 en anibj vaJ Ant. Jt has what. I wo 11lo term A P Pulinian snect wh:J ch emnhasizEB 

h~s il"' 1t Plso a nronhPt.ic .. Tun :Jc str-nn which emulat~n ~Tes 1st k:in!?" the 

seP,., to it thPt A wjne Pnn civiljsptionally all imnortent channel o-r s"ociel 

n~o+est hAS -r1owea sinP. by siae if not comm1n~1ea with the ma1nst r eRm. We4illlr 

neen onJy think of B sho~ mxnan and Bishop Shielns to rePlise how th church 

today tolerPtes alongsidA its tenoPncy to conformity voi~es of Fenuine 

prophet c st~ture. 

Juna:Jsm too hPS hPd its momen+~ of unexp]ten failurP of nerve when it 

nenie~ ""'Anl1tv in favor of Mess1iu,1c ni'ne ~ .... e·Pms.W~ are only human.P""'ivilie~ 

But 

~or t~~ ~net. nArt ~un1eB1'n aoPs not ie~n itsel~ easily to class nrope~anda. 

0 t , ~ is not th olo~icA]-a SAV1n~ noo ~. in~ for our 8ins- hut 
. T' CAM r q m 
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8n h1~tnricP] accou~t of uite or inarv umAn bA1n~s stru~~]jng to Achieve 

nh sj cpl ~ nn sn ir t1 Al well bAjn.P' - h • ~h rP af't.er all c ommo n nenominAtors 

n the 7 ves f' 

1 n his; 

wr:i s O' '"rpn f'~ m by men -the n,....o hPtS - who we,,.,e ..,, ved to SOC lRl nrot.e~t not 

onl v V ,::i l ove of &n bl t al so b r love of' mPn • R d by l!len- the r bbi s , tre 
•I ' 

p ari s ees , wh o f irst Pmong l J the neonl on this Jobe undPrsto a that f'ai h 

in uni rer-s~ J nn not t e reserve o f' a nriest. cl ss.T~A school f e Pnd ub~ 

lic -t p sy ~gn~ue npen to all anH rt tRnd 

0 ~ th O 1 s t j t 1 t i on ::i J r- em inn Pr- s o f' t h s a c t. i on • s t. 0 , th i s w or, 1 1 y , n e'l71. o c r P t i c 

o ient~t·0n of ovr -r a:ith. 

ho , it) 

us frPedom is an article of' f'a1th. 

Whet noes f're~nom meAn to us? Merelv the nrisonP-r leavin~ his cell? I 
' 

Is,....APl b,....eek np. tre fetters with which EgyPtian taskm ?s t~rs bounn him to his 
find 

r ~? UY>P. 7 y th1 s is one noss1 ble mean in~ .But. m Any nP.oule/t.hat 11 bert r is a 

e 

t nt. t~ try r,~ t rr ble ld rne • 

1 V e ur r t. • 
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f'l')o~,,, ,., ,,,,,~t. ~cAnt rPsnonsibil:J + f'or 'his a~tj ons Pnd t. -r pve] Pn~ uncl°'a'Y'ter 
0,.J. ~ Ca ._.,. ._ ~ .,ti --f4 

roAn 1th 1 s m1 <l ~s ~js gui ne . Is ·t. Pnv wnnnpr thAt thou ~~ al - sl cves ctrPm 
/t 

0~ ~~A ~ n ~~ s thA ~isonPr- does of' ASCAne-An ~ t ho1~h they l] .must feal a t, 

shock. He -re ljs s that there is n€'ver com lete freeno ane1 l resnonsibility-

-r1..J ~ ,,,,.,11-..,..,. 

hat w u ln ~e Rnar hy . Ther 0 i s a harsh ~ss t o reRJit. even f-e,r, the free ~an . 
~ 

1 m neen s societ "'r anr its J Bvvs, r adoxically 1we can be free onJv when we 

neen t.o e nt a 

th~n 111st 7 j,rp. Free~ ll1 nPl11 n ns A nsy~ho l 0,:,-i r.R J nr r1 isposition tov' Rrns self 

r11.o~rr 
t-r s+ .... r,~ ~(')'"'. · 1 j :aiil* • • ~n hpve fl'!Aint r-i · Pr! the·r su -r1t.ual f'rPe0oin e en 

1 i e-rtv 

f' Slc'h ,.:i p~js.;on Pnn !ltruis,,., . There is a nopular truism tba.t man' mjnr! is 

i olAte - th t. ~1 ery nn ~ opnr ssinn CPn br ~k ~ man's bo0v but not ris 

s ri t. 'rb:J s b P. iei f is I Bm pfy,aid a fanc f of men w:bo hRve never e xn Pri Anced 

thP, brute is1n nr b stia 1s1np a~fPcts of torturP . Ou~ a~e. ts fp-r a~v .nc~ 

in +hP. st~ st _~ e.rts • No nA yrro h FS hPn tt, ,~ St0""'B.Q." t.o I'E'PO some of' the 

in rh ~h ~~ will it.h jun~le c unning sch~ 

~~,:,. "'o.,.., ~r l,q 0 At r bi of f'oo~ or WArmth. 

jD V. tn~ 0 An of' h~ r um. n ty. The Pn r,it ior, of Sl '" VAS 

~h ~ . ,. 1 • t in P n 1 nd. 

h ~r t 
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(1 -- ~ .,.. t.h Pt • 'T PY '9rP '100mPn to·"enn,::)-r fo ty 111.A 
' 

inpless yeprs in a t.rackles 
~ l\)?"41 ... ...A ,rr-

• r 

j tUP 7 ~Se,..,_ voi ,...,s re.r~ un ~11"10-"". ,,3 ,01 7 ...:1 11"1,.., ~ ...... uho ,., ul...:I 11"1 ~t m t t TT , , Jo. .. 1,. 1 _ c1 0 1 en, . ~.,,.,, c, o , . c- T' , e c oss ng . ....,ow 
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J, 
Dear Friends: Sabb& t?i -oTre'tbrn 6r • Sabha th Shtrvoh was one of 

the two occasions during the year on which the rabbis of old were accustomed to 

address their congregations. The theme for this discourse was fairly well estab­

lished. It must deal with sin and repentance, atonement and amendment - that 

range of ideas particularily appropriate to this season. 

How these rabbis must have cherished such a moment. Here was their oppor­

tunity to point up to the people what they had observed to be their failings and 

faults - wherein they had not served God properly - and for which they must now 

make amends. It must have been tempting to devote these few minutes to a catalogu­

ing of errors and to castigation. Certainly no rabbi was leader of a faultless 

generation about whom he could feel as the Bible does of Job 

, that they were whole-hearted and upright, men who feared God and 

performed no eviln, and so, subject matter was never lacking. 

Yet, it is interesting to note that our sages expressly warned the preacher 

against being overly critical. They advised him 

, not to act as a prosecuting attorney against Israel, 

determined only to prove that they were guilty. On the contrary, he must always be 

temperate in his judgments. He must never forget the many fine things men do; 

that most 1 ives are not basically evil, but good; and that as God does not hold 

lightly all the f.ine and noble acts men perform, so, too, he, the preacher, must 

not be tempted to dismiss these without mention. 

Psychologically this is sound advice. You will know this to be true if you 

have ever tried to argue with a person who is violently opposed to your point 

of view. He has an emotional reaction against all you say which prevents him 

\AJ ~­from being influenced in the slightest by any arguments you may produce. f;\;,c•crs 

call this a mental set or an emotional block. Se~~••; f you criticize and up­

raid a person, he will raise his mental defenses against you, and except for be­

ing angry with you for your criticism, it will have no other effect upon him, 



-2-

however sound your logic. In fact, he may even react negatively; that is, by 

becoming even more recalcitrant, like a much-punished c d who derives so• 

perverse joy from flaunting the commands or his parents. Indeed, if such a 

scolding prod~ces any results, they are most likely to be unhealthy ones. For 

it bas a demoralizing and shaming effect on a person. It makes people feel that 

they are somehow inferior beings, that they have shown themselves to be particu­

larly weak. We say that people who suffer from such emotions have an inferiority 

complex. This means that they feel they must go through life apologizing for 

themselves. They feel insecure an::l so, are often afraid to make decisions, and 

they are so self-effacing that they sometimes are unable to realize to the 

fullest their capacities and talents. 

It is well, then, when you are taking stock or people, to be sure to see 

the whole picture. It is well . not to be r csail tcritical and to remember that we 

are all roman beings, fallible, certainly, even weak at times; but that most of 

our impulses are gooo ones and that if we sin, it is seldom with malicious in­

tent. In fact, whatever others may tell us of our faults, our conscience has 

usually let us know long before. /This does not :mean that where barbarism and 

brutality am meanness show themselves among men, it should not be pilloried. 

Indeed, as James Russel Lowell once put it, "The capacity for indignation makes 

an essential part ot the outfit of every honest man.• ·1 I merely mean to say that 

with the &Terage peraon - the normal person - you and I - the only way we can be 

cODYinced is through cal■, undogretic reuoning. And a aan to be able to counsel 
~ 

and adn.H a person wi■eq and with any ettect, ■ uat bave~l Tiew or life -

la wld.ch n ither the white nor the black are out of proportion( ror who of 

18 --·- ud pert ct that be will retuse sound adTice it it is tendered in ,-,._ 
could 

ot lifi t t on deciaiona 
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in ' light or this knowledge. All or us will listen to that advice on the art 

or living which our forefather&, in their wisdOll, drew from 1 ife, if it is 

but presented to us in the right way. 

wont to begin his admonitions-eke ic2sai with the words, I 1'. L-' .. . ~ , r 

Come now and let us reasoh toget_.:.:h::::e::;r.,., ____ _ 
~ 

It is important not only in the art of persuasion, but in all life that we 

not be predisposed to find fault and indisposed to seeing the better points in 

everybody and everything. Consider, if you will, how it can affect your work. 

If, from the first day, you complain about the hours, the drudgery, the routine, 

you will never derive any satisfaction from it and will go through life surily ---­

working, only because you must, supremely unhappy. While if you withhold judg-

ment until you have experienced the satisfaction of doing or of creating or of 

putting across a successful idea, the tedium will soon be forgotten and your 

work, instead of being an unavoidable bore, will become a continuous challenge 

and a source of real pleasure. 

What is true of your work is true also of your associations with men. The 

ideal way to live is to throw open your world and invite people of many and var­

ied interests into it. You can then delight in exchanging with others ideas and 

in making new contacts. You will derive tile pleasure in doing things for others 

and having thea do favors tor you. Through caapanions you can enjoy a real en­

thusiasa for living and have 1 ire's horizons broaden llllleasurably. But a man 

who can see nothtn butt wealrneas and faults of people, who never takes pains 

to cultivate 

know thee JO¥. 

satiet ction wit lite 

t 

..... ~ people aai they are repelled by hill, because his dis-

wba var la beinl d • 

thia tendenc7 to !Jn)er-criticisai The philosopher who 

••---~ criticis until 7ou have c anted a peraan,• off red good ad­

a t.bing n 1c to J it ilJ it will be 
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found. 
, 

Then not only will you not hurt others' feelings, no will.you be what is 

commonly called a "kill-joy", but you will be surprised how much your own enjoy-
• I 

ment will b increased. I might suggest also that if you lack friends because you 

can find no one who 1 ives up to your standards, it would not be a waste of time 

to set yourself before a long mirror, and pretending that you are meeting yourself 

for the first time, ask yourself, "Do I possess all those qualities I demand of 

others? If I were a stranger, would I cultivate my own friendship?" I think it 

might have the desired effect. 
f 

What is true of your life and your work is true also of your relation to 

Judaism. If you think of membership in our faith only in terms of the disabilities 

it imposes on you, the minority status with its attendant lack of security, the 

minor discriminations which hurt sometimes our dignity and self-respect, the extra 
~ 

duties and responsibilities which membership in the Jewish group entails - if you 

see only the darker side of the picture, you will be predisposed against finding 

the many values it has to offer. It will but be a constant source of aggravation 
~N 

and dissatisfaction, one from which you desire above all else to escape. , . 

But if you follow the rabbis' advice and get am ore complete picture, you 

will find Judaism a source of great blessing and comfort. You will take pride 

in being a member of a fine upright, vital people, one as vibrant and creative 

today as they were thousands of years ago, one which gave the world its God vision, 

its prophesy and its morality and today sets a noble example of how men should 

live and by what standards they should govern their lives. It is a source of deep 

satisfaction to be a member of a people which espouses/ nd bases its existen_'.j on 

the highest values in life, those which deal with personal integrity, personal 

morality, learning, cultural achievement, family solidarity, communal responsibil­

ity. We are pa.rt of a people who have enthroned the ideal of tolerance and abide 
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by a creed of spiritual and intellectual wholesomeness. Those ideals become 

through our Jewishnes.5 our creed and our way of life. Through them, we are made 

the proud and joyous living expone·nts of a confident and creative life. All 
' 

pite apparent. difficulties. 
J 

.i,isl@.e those who can only criticize and see the disabilities suffer from a 

disease which we call "Jewish self-bate", it means that they have somehow become 

ashamed of their Judaism. They feel it is restricting, demanding - and because 

it sets them apart - debasing. Such people are plagued and made miserable by 

chronic feelings of in eriority, which manifests itself in the extreme cases in 

scycophancy and toadiness, and in all, in an overwhelming desire to escape, to 

assimilate, to lose their differentness. Whatever the particular road taken, 

self-bate cannot help but have a disastrous effect on the mental health and well­

being of the person. 

So with your faith as,_,.t.M> with your work and in your relations other 

people, it is well to lake pains to find the many valuable and fine things they 

' 
if we look to find the best in everything, in others as well as in ourselves. 

" 
If we do this, we shall find our world colored in the brightest hues, and we 

shall be able to sing exaltedly with the psalmist of old, fd 

;..J l>N How happy we are, how good is our lot, how 

pleasant our fate. 
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I 

SAntayana published a fe years back a little book of essays 

which he entitled Tm,ee Philos ~hical poets. Fe tr ated Lucretius, Dant~ 

and Goethe as men f exce tional gen·us who had been able to perform the 

difficult task of wedding philosphic sneculation to exalt d poetry.Job 

in my humble opinion rates a lace with this t r io.For Job is a moving 

poetic exoerience as well _s a profound analys is of one of the basic 

proble s of life 8nfd faith. 

I sho ld lie t .1 introduce Job in a somewhat round about way. I 

have recently been r e ading Luc i en Price's Boswellian record of the 

private con Jer sations of the f mous Br>tlish --1 athema1 icie.n and philoso 1w 

Alfred North hitehead. During these in ormal di s cuss ions the thinker 

w soften askeo about his impressions of ~merica and for bhe mo st part 

he is fille 1th anmitation for our ccomnlishments and fo r what he 

CPlls our national characteristic of kin ness.One of 01.i r thought habits 

does , ho 1ev r, bother h i m an<l he retu ns to i a ain and agiin. Le t me 

use h is lfWil words: 

J ne of the great fallacies of American thinking is that hum.an 

wwrth is constituded by a particular set of aptitudes which 

lead to economic advancement. Thi s is not at all true. Two thir4s 

of the people who make moBey are mediocre; and at least one t ~ird 

of them are morally at a low level. As a whole, they are vastly 

inferior to otllar types who are not ani~ ated by the economic 

motives: I mean the artists and teachers and professional people 

who do work which they love for 1 ts ov,n sake and earn about 

enough to get along ••. The mischief of elevating the t-ype that 

has ~ptitude for economic advancement is that it denies the 

sunerior f orms of aptitude which exist in quite humble people. 

1/ho shall say that to live kindly am graciously and meet one's 

problems bravely f om day to day is not great art, or that those 

who c F.ln do it are not great artists. 

I read this to you---not only because it e:iq,oses a t-ype of unconscious 

judgement of :hich we are all at times guil ty--but, primaril '.r , because 

it illustrates the fact that all cultures-eapecially democratic ones­

tend to assume that those who succeed heve done so principly because 

ot superior ental and hysical equip~ent and that those who do not 

ust evidenc some lack in these resp eta . w ._ d.....:J JL"2e b. oJ..: .l. 



All societies have tended to be unduly severe in their judgements on 

those e leY?1ents o _ their rou who do notmeasure u to the current criterla. 

of succ - ess.Now let us go back t o 5 th and 4th c ·, ntury BCE Israel where ve 

shall f' ind the sa-rn e unwarr entee1 severity of judgement but wi tb a sli ht 

t wist. The pro hets had during the preceding centuries taught and histo:ry 

had se emed t o confirm that when asociety failed to live up to its 

res onsibil it ies,God brought about its destruction.Only a morally upruglt 

l.srael could hope to survive . They had held that a rude for-rn 0 _1' rew ard 

nnd punsihment exists in the life cycle of the nations. Later preacher s 

h ad e~belished this idea by adding that tis h eld true for indi viduals 

also.Successful living couib.d be achieve d only by abiding by God 1 s law. 

Now f or t 1 e ost nart t he teachers who develooed this t heme did so in a 
C 

most sophi s ti cated manner--th:i.nki r;g of re "Tard in terms of s-piri tual 

satisfactions and of nunishment as shallow: ess and mental unease. They 

always ad derl tha t in t _e fi nal an · l ysis Go d 1 s way s remai n beyond full 

human comnrehension-that we should look for v ndication of their affirmr:r .. 

tions in bold outline and not in min te detai l. But ever 7 re i igion has~ 

li t eralists. The -e were some who t a ·· ght that God quite tangibly rewarded 

the good dur ing theirlifetime and quite misibly brought about the 

frustr1 ation of' the plans of' the wicked. Thu s fo i nst ance we find a 

particularil y fer vent psalmist declaring : 

I have been young and now I am old, yet I have not seen the 
righteous forsaken nor their seed begging for bread, 

To doubt the truth of this affirmetion , was to such people rank heresy. 

This was o ubly true sincA the alter.nntive of having a righting of all 

wrongs postponed until some other life bad not as yet been borrowed from 

sur ounding cultures and Judaism still wrestled wholly with problems in 

and of this life.Thi assumption that God 's retributive justice was visi-

ble to the naked eye as by the way the assumption which lead men to try 

cou,-,t caa s by ore 1. It a man h d committed the cri"'le of which he was 

accused God would t e dvantage ot thi opportunity to repay him in 
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full--i r he was innocent i t w ,s i nconce i vnb l e th , God shoul rl pun ish 

i an he w0uld c s a e t e fire or t e wat er un ar ed . 

This sor t of re as oning lasted i n E1 r o e own t o merl i eval .ime s. 

I n Israel it was picked up in the very cen t ur y in hi ch it bec arn curr­

ent by the courageous uthor of the book of Job and once and fo r all 

ex ~ ined nd re uted-so tha t Hewi sh 1 8 is sins ularly free of such 

niscarri e s of ju s tice. 

To n r ve h is n oi r t o :r au thor g ins our attent ion by inning a 

story. u 1ease remember ,his bout Job. It w,- s never conider ed 

but f able. Its locale and time are i~ os ibly va 0 ue. Th e aut ~or makes 

h is r ero a citizen oft e 'ilyt h ic al st .t e of Uz and strip s h i m even of 

reli ion. He is no t a Jew-t e onl Bibl i cal her o of such s t ~ture who is 

no t - 1 or can we p lace him in ny other f old . He is simnl y a univeTsa 1ized 

man of spiritual cou age nrl good ill. 

I e'npahsize t h i s noint bec ause the antropo'ili rph ic God intr oduced 

and h i cour t of angels wer e n ver cosidere real. They were li +erary 

devi ces noth i ng mor e . The author meBns fo r us to meet a an who will 

af f irn 'I kno\,' that I am gu ltless, who dare gainsay e• de s ite te-r ribJe 

af liction and against all the usual ar~unenas wh ich can be raise agairt 

him. ~od an his hosts are merely the devi ce wh ich makes t h is poss ible . 

. e are firs t introtlucen in o,~ r li t tl e f ble into a heavenly 

rec ption cha~ber . God sits there surrounded by his gosts whi ch i nclude 

the an el Satan who has charge of supervising th· affairs on men( and ·ro 

is not herA or anywheres else in normative Jewish tho 'lght the cos ic 

sn i rit of evil hich he becomes in 0ther theolo p,ies). God personifies 

aith in hum n nature and human kindness anrl he is ~reening hi~ self 

about the acco lishments of some of his mortals at the exnense of ri is 

a ch cynic atan who personifies those who believe that peop ~e never 

act in disinterest d goodn .This pr icular day God is particularly 

proud or one ortal-Job- d chides atan b a 1 I 
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as t thou conside ed MY s r r~ nt Job that thee is none like him on earth , a whole h arted and upright an, one who revereth God an ~hunneth evil. 

1he chall n e is not ignored. Satan oints out th t Jvb has richly 
-ofited f ~om his oodness and has b ~en bles s e d with r iches, family, and 

any f riends. •Do you think that ,Job worsh 1 s you for nau ht' Before you 
ar P so Droud of his accomp lishments lej us test hi s a th udd r sli ht]J 
less i yllic conditions . A act L made to test t he oint and ob's fate 
is s ·al ~d --v, i thout ref <~ renc to his deeds and moral ch racter- Satah 
~ay te t i by de s t r oyin his weal t h , killing his children, break in h~ 
he 2 1 th,only Goa st!hpulRtes hi s l j fe •-nust be spared. 

'1 he 1 ·~ es ann .1i ~ o tu e s r sc r ibe oecur peedily-handled by ore 

or t wo strokes of t he author's en for they ar8 eeall7 inci rlental to his 
urno . Job's cattle are s tolen, his vineyar s burnt , his home ulled 

down, and h i s ,hil r en sl u hterecl. Finally, he hims elf is afflicted by 
the ost nre ade~ of ear Eas tern l Raues-leprosy. Then i n ca~ sule form 
we 0 et an inte ch nge betwee - ob nd his wife w- ich resa e ~ all that 
will follo. Job'R noor wi f e is be sides herself. Bereft of c ildren amd 
ho·11.8 , our ning , her husband an out cast who has not to live in a speci , 1 

co un Jd outsi e the village. wh e lose s he r f ai t h in hi .s e has no oth­
ere lanat ion to of fer save t hat he somehow mus t h ve sinned grieviou~q 
anrl brou , t ~bout nll thi s mi sfor tune. In her pain she c ies out : 

Do yo still hold fa st to your i n t egrity? 
r Curse God nd die. 

'T'o i - b ansfers , as h e will asnwer all his comfor ters. 

He has 

ovin 

words 

oft 

Yo spea as one of t he f ooli sh women would spe ak . 'hould we indeed r ece i e good t ·om God and should we not 
receive evil? 

not lost fa_ th n God n r doe s b e ever- It is a faith de P-p and 

e ed any 1 es though perhaps a ver better then in t hose 

e re all t 111 b th 7 have be come a part 
s erv of r : 



-
Naked I cane forth rom m mothnr 1 s wo~b 
Waked I will retu_n there 

•he Lord h s iv n , The Lord has t ken away 
Blessed be then e of the Lord. 

But the r e is much re then unswervi~ f aith i nd i ca ed in Job's 

answer t o his wif. There is self confi dence. Thoughk the world questions 

his innocence he never doubts his ri h t ness. You ·illnotice that he 

does no t assume that what h as happened to him an his family is part of 

some re .r i ly 0 parent all oo d pur ose o f God ' s - rather he calls it 
PJ S age believed to be t he 

bluntly 1 evil' unwa r 2ntPd. Job ch llenges here what ~Hx«rlxxx ~x 
metho by ich G d brin ° s mor Rl or er into his univer se. 
xaa1t0ta.k.bf~ ,N~X±HKX~~xalxmxi~x±N~x~~x±M~xmKXI«xX.K.X He goes even 

f ur t hur in his att ack on the c ommonly held assum tions enl arging fro~ 

h i s own c s e . 

fhy do t he wicked l ive, grow old and amass we al t h? t h em 
Their houses Bre s .f e f ro. terro t:i nd t he r o d of' God i s not up on 
The .r comnlete their days in nr osp erity 
How often is it ctually that the l 8mp of thew icked in put out m 
or t h at cala'Ti i t y come unon them? 

1 ch assertions of course clash r ,- dically i th t he ener ally he l d views 

of hi s time and when to his friends amazement Job expresse c~ t h em befo e 

t he have even ha a chance to offer t hei worrts of cou1fort-for wh i hh 

t ey or inally came-they feel aalled upon tot ke hi to ta~k.Thus 

be ins the reat deb ,te which takes u most of the for t y ch8n t er s of 

r book. 

?erhans a WODd i s in Drder about how we should apu oach these 

oetic deb ctes, All too inany interprete-r·s make, 'iha , an ears to me, 

the mistake taat Job has all the better of it.That his view and elutio 

s are immeasreably superio to those of Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Eli 

lhis is emphatically not the case,Job is the strongest and mos , !tnsight-

fille 

side. 

dialo 

r1 

roteg 1st yet there is right and ·eAkness of ar~u.ment on both 

n I read Job I am always reminded of some of the finer 

S 0 la to • He too has veral men discuss an issue. He has he 

t 0 s to lt that 111 consider d presumptions 



are nunetured .Ye t he never leave s you wi t h t he feelin th tone man 

alone has the rich t holly on hi s side . You s nnse th direct ion of his 

thinking-tnue - but Plato kn w tha in b , sic questions bout lif e th re is 
XXK no si le satisf cto y solut i on. W ave bR.sic an wers , yet we know 

that ve never can co~promi se all of reality i n any pat answer . ~o too 

here in J r,b the dialogu , sear che s 0ut the ques ion •How can you account 

for human su-r ering in the o-rlCT rul Ad by a j u. t G ) d I ij Many ansv,ers are 

offererl on nan iffe ,nt levels Pnd t h ere is some t ruth in each noi l1 t cf 

vie\J. ou nut t he boo of Jo own with the feeling that we und rst nd ~ 

bet t er some of t h e n rob l e'tl s raised-no t wi th th~ f eling w now h ve a 

satisfactcr y answer -for eve n "7ob 'w affirma t i ons ar A a s inca ble o t' 

logic 81 roof as a e t e view f h is fri Pn <i s . 

J b 1 s thr ee fri ends of er us much actic al wis do~ but li ttle 

r eal v i sion. They are r i gh t when thy emnhasize th t men t nd to for get 

Go ' s gr Rt _fts --life ,unrl erst nn ing , love , s , uathy ,s lfhood--which 

r.e~8in ours Bven in the d r est ours. 

eca 1se of man:- deBds of ounre sion rrien c y ou 
hey c 11 or hel-o, bec Puse of the st en h o the 'ili f y . 
n rl nobody A S said, 1 1Nhere is Go my ~1, ke , 

, o ~ivPs songs in +h e ni ht , 
, o t eachA s us more hen the be Pst of the fiAld , 
An 1rke u s wis r then the f owl of heav8m? 1 

They ar ., ps_,rcholo icall.7 orrec w"ben they e'11.phasize the ducative nd 

r:iat u Pt tive func ion of sorrow. (we taJJ ·e d of tha . l ast week) ow it te 

chQ ' s o sApar ete the me nin ful tn 11 e -love , servicP , sn jritu 1 

inter;rity--fro the e emer alt po1,, 1er,;Josition, pelf. They sp a often 

well of be self rlefeating and personal :. t ; wise denigrsting scr rmble of 

nny .'or weal t and tame at the exnense of bP si , .. things for ' Let an 

not tr·us in 

tis 

ell 

u lly 

u 1 1 

, bei 

h t 

mislead , His re· rd shall be emptine ss .• 

ce o · mid will be ~ounrl not on su mi t s la 

d wit in after the voJ,◄ ge of a spir i -
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But the ::- e f iends are also overl y conc Pr necl wi h dPfendin c; the n stul te 

th t the r ir;htinr.; o the balan ,e f .nen ' t"1 liv~s in t:his life c r n be s en 

by 11.It i s just not so a 11 r r ent to anymne who c1 es not l ePci ' i . lifr K 

.i r curnscribef by theologic c- 1 blinoArs. They are 'ron ..; whP-n tbey assu te tra 

t o en i s nostulFltP m ans o <iA ""T lfhe mor 1 orderin r of th unjvprs . 

W 0 cou l d fo ~g iv t h Am i f i t was only R ma t ter of misju~ging Job-no mo 

c an b so ~,h lly u .i 1 tles s A S he . All nen h ave t he ir e knesses. L ut .here 

Are ma y en ho le ~ agnific en t live s-dedicate d lives-who ye i suffer 

gr . a ly. ~ is incociev:~ ble tha their suf fe ring is commensurate wi b t hEt 

sis . -- so uc h s t o do with the accidents of birth and f amily-nation ­

ality and gener ation-he al th and physucal streng th . This fact t ~e f riends 

neve adequ I tely answer-tho h t ey a0,... m1 ..,h to ou:r kno wl dge of suffep. 

i n~ . 

ob on h i s nar t ares to strom he he cvens. He chal lenges God and 

Pn convinced R S he is of i r i h tn ss, ·,,e t hrill to be oign i t J of h is • 

sn i rit which i s 1 s elf ,., f o m of t ru th: 

s od liveth, who h r s robbe ~ me of my ~i gb t, 
The Almighty w 10 has robbe f my soul . 
As lon s thA spirit is ithin ~e, 

he br ath of Gor ih my nostrils, 
Veril .., , rn-- lins shel l not s eak unt ruth, 
1 r ~ to -u~ utter f lsehood . 
. y i hteousnes s, I h ~ld fast. 
u n d will n ; t let it go 
.y heart need not blame any of my days. 

Job's i s the apneal of char cter an<l the undamental dignity og t he 

humans irit. He wrestles with. his existence. Hi s answer to the riddle 

of hu an suffering brings us closer perhans to a final answer,but is 

aga i n merely an affirmation. 

I know that y redeemer liveth 
And th~t at last he 111 appear upon earth 
That I ay a him a c hemp ion in my behalf 
That. mine ey may see H and not as an enemy . 

Job easts side any belief in the immediacy or GRd's retributive powers. 
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A bit. too dog~ati cally, I mi ,h t ad n , o be C')"'1 letey true . , et rl esni te 

h is wrest i ng nd bellowin s and cursj n <"S of the day he r s b )rn he 
..... 

sense thRt lif~ is not fut· 1e a d God' power vih ile a i .Yst A ium tremend 
,.. 

not rholly arbitrary, 

!m at. has h p en d is that h i s fai t ner it s hi to affi-r·•n Go des­

nite lac lr of ,omnlete proof rs to his ,justi~e . In his rle s 1.r he experiem 

God nrl Rf ir s . i - bed~ se he is kn wn an<l bAcause he is unkno~able . 

·Vher e i s w • sd 'tl to be found 
nrl wher n is the h one of knowle0 e 

n doth ot know the wa-- of i t , 
It is n t f •und in the land of mort als 
God alone understandeth the way t~ it 
He knoweth its home 
For he sees the ends of the earth 
He beholdeth th8 vastness of the heavens . 

So we end ob ~s we began ~, it an affirmation of fnith -dee ened Bnd bra<Ji. 

ene ~ yet no less s cure 8nd personal.That is the purn oo 

of tre four ch~pters of conclusion-nerhAn s th _rertest oetry of the 

book 1i n ich God is marl ~ to describe his re~tness Gnrl nower ins , 1nle 

strodes to sho , J ob that t he at -gories of Hist ought nd lans are 

in nar r b yond thn gras of mons woefull: li ited re son . ~his is the 

fait r sn~ t~e rensonableness witr which t he book closes and wh ich r~esJf 

for it s apn eal. It reveals to us full that our theologi cal prPsuppositi-

ns are of limited valuable-they are f jnite and can not grasp t he infin~ 

ye i n searching out their meaning we arrive attn ir ~eeper me ning and 

in our searc' ing they beco -e wed ded to f ai th and thus of an im-neasureab]y 

l 
\\J~.J' ~ ~ a-- ..,., • e C be ~ .J, l'°'I / _...) .J f' ~.....;..,~~- ~ 

higher order. T "''°' it Aio9 \.v • --- ("-'-d e.,,g., t. o.-,,--oJ. ._..__ , 
• • -~ ~,.. I\ ... ~ ~ 

1/ ~ ~ ~ - I ~ ,IQ~.::. o«~ L~~4--.....,..a. .? 

~ - . eware ol' overly simnle baJ.n assu,npti CJ:1 

a out man. R dos not need to wear rose coloure d glasses when~ 

faces 

atti 

ality. 

witho 

alon is tru 

ds only tor ember that what it affirms it must hurnlJ 

otr~,1ntolerance, certainly not in the spirit that hE 



( 

'J. ere is 

ins-our job is 

always e. borderline wr re re ao/,n lea;'' S off and fa 

to p 11 sh t.his ho d0.1 line as fc-1r b•--, ck ; · s it will go -

th b 

but ta 

then to remember th t faith must ta . e over or t } e lonBer journey, 

Practically moreover {Tob hPs epnt no ell fi re and brimstone in 

d<laism- tTob m tured us beyond t'bat noint }' not RS servRnts ,1ho serve 

your mR t~r fr the s ke f rew rd . 1 Do so lishemah out of faith And 

oo ~ill-that is thA higher truth 
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Tonight a year ends, its course has been run. Its waters have passed 

down-stream and can never be .recalled. The seasons have again completed their 

cycle. What they held for us of gain and of loss, of good fortune and of bad, 

has all been revealed. The old year holds no secrets; only the bitter sweet 

memories of fulfilled desires and frustrated hopes - of life and of all the 

emotions of living. 

Tonight a new year begins. Its course is yet unmarked. How we shall 

fare, where we shall be when next this season returns - only a prophet might 

foretello Yet the future stretchs before us bright and hopeful - as yet untar­

nished, as yet unreal. 

Rosh Hashonah bridges these two feelings. It partakes of both the 

spirit of recollection and of the spirit of eXpectant hope. It is both human 

and natural to -wish that this coming year might be constructed of the rich 

material of our ambitions and desires - I wish, I hope, I pray - are all very 

human expressions. 

• • Yet our Rosh Hashonah is also a / I > :, ~ .D f' I• a day of Remembrance, 

a day of recollection - when the past passes, as it were, in review. Not to 

aid us ~spend a quiet hour but to help us judge rod criticize ourselves. 

For this is ~ a f •~..,) f ~ 1 a Day of Judgment and resolution, of stock-
o-! . • 

taking, ani forming for ourselves a new outlook on lifeo 

The old year may hold for us but memories; yet our experience makes 

us wiser - .mistakes will not be repeated - what was futile and unavailing will 

be esbhewed. Instructed in this manner, can we not look on the coming year more 

confidently, can we not do more than piously hope that it will bring seasons 

of gladness. Idle dreams avail little. Though they touch our life briefly 

with a bit of romantic color, they disappear quickly. They are basically llll­

real, ephemeral. Rosh Hashonah would be of little lasting worth if it permitted 

the worshipper merely to dream of the brave new world that he would live in if 

he couldo 
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What do we remember? Has not each life followed its own unique course? 

No two of us, however close, have experienced the same emotions. Each of us 

has led his own life. Yet, though we have roamed far and experienced much 

or remained quie~ly at home, this day marks a milestone. A year has past and 

can never be reclaimed. Each of us has that much less time to live - for ful­

filling our ambitions and our desires. A harsh, sobering fact - yet death 

awaits us all. OUr lives are terribly short. Three score years and ten., or 

perhaps a decade more. Ceaselessly time changes the days into years, the years 

into a lifetime. Before we know it, the certain end overwhelms us. Its call 

none can delay. What is yet undone must be left undone. 

Is it not right then that at least this once a year we should be reminded 

that so much time has passed. This realization makes life more precious. A 

sense of urgency motivates us to fill our every hour to overflowing with meaning 

and purpose and worth. Else we wo~ld be spendthrift with our most valued pos­

session and sit idly by while the houf.Sunheedingly raced past. 

We speak of duty, of ambition, of self-fulfillment, of work done for the 

common good. Our Rosh Hashonah reminds us that the time is here and now. That 

; ;;g ppg procrastination must be put aside, and that we should cultivate 

an acquaintanceship with industry and perseverance. There is much work to oo, 

taught our rabbis, and the hours are few, and unfortunately the workers addicted 

to idleness. The work, if it is to be done, must be started now. But we must 

work for a purpose - all vork must be directed, it must aim at filling sane need, 

at producing some value. I 1m afraid we all toil a great deal after goals which, 

even if attained., would be of little real good. How many of us think that we must 

achieve what we regard as social success, or that we must have clothes as fine 

or finer than our neighbors - regard.Jess of how fruitless these pursuits are in 

themselves. What really is it that we have := we are accepted? Are we any 

happier? Has any angible good been brought into our lives? Seeking public ap­

proval, we often find that we have so changed that we can no longer approve of 

ourselves. 
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There are other ways of working aimlessly. Often we become absorbed by 

some all-controlling passion or ambition. We must become successful; we must 

make a lot of money; we must become famous. To achieve these ends vre subordinate 

all else in life. We become ruthless, unfeeling, very self-centered. wve and 

friendship no longer seem important. Our lives become unbalanced. And even if 

we were to become as rich as Croesus or as mighty as Caesar, what have we gained? 

Are we any happier? Can we go to sleep at night any easier? 

There is labor that is fruitless, but there is also toil that is productive 

and lasting. The labor of love and the Jabor of service. We look at the happy 

homes we have built for ourselves and decide how much more meaningful this is to 

us than the most resplendent palace which lacks the comradeship and warm.th of 

ours. We look at our lovin :, mates and our children and see how much more these 
I 

mean to us than all the worldls gold. 

How truly wealthy we are. 

Friends, comradeship - these we have. 

I 
And we remember what caused us to choose such a life. It was a con-.ction, 

a faith that life holds more in store for us than appearanc8.$ that happiness and 

contentment and a better world for all men can be achieved. This was our faith. 

Faith that freedomcould be achieved under God's sovereignty, justice under the 

mandate of His law, and dignity and happiness in kinship with Him. 

It was a faith that did hot minimize life's harshness and severity; which told 
in 

us that/this world the rich may become impoverished, the strong weakened, the joy-

ous saddened. That each year claims its toll. But it also told us that we were 

given life for a purpose; that in the building or homes and the striving for a 

better world there was to be round true success and satisfaction. That if each 

man truly lived by his faith., 1wl m•1sllilk•liltlllli■t■1--•12-• 

to live. 

~ . .,,.,., ,~ 
the world would be"in which 
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Sometimes we are called upon to make supreme sacrifices, _. these are 

made possible only through faith • . 1:r you remember how, during the last war, 

before each battle, our generals would compute a probable loss percentage? 

This many boys would never return - this many would be carried back on stretch­

ers. Such was victory's price. Our soldiers knew this, often that this was 
I 

their ~!le. Yet they obeyed and marched out to the lines, and the victory was 

won. Marched out because they felt it was for the right - it ,vas their duty -

because they had faith that even this highest of all sacrifices was not too 

great a price to pay for freecbm and human dignity, and for God . 

Do you remember this great poem of Heinrich Heine? 

I an the Sword, I am the Flame, 
I have lit you through darlmess 
And when the battle began 
I fought in the first rank and led you on ••• • • 

Round about me lie the bodies of my friends, but we have triumphed. 
we have triumphed but round about me lie the bodies of my friends. 
Amid the jubilc11t songs of V-ictory, the dirge of the funeral is 
heard. But we have neither time for rejoicing nor for sorrow. 
The trumpets are sounding again~ there shall be new and holier 
battles. 

I am the sword, I am the Flame. 

What is this sword which guides and inspires men to greater deed of 

courage in the unceasing struggle for the right? Is it not the bright name 

kindled in a human breast of a faith transcendent and majestic - a faith in 
. 

God and in the God in man? A faith which makes all t l&h sufferings and sac-
. 

rifices endurable, a faith which makes order and sure design out of what would 

other be chaotic, aimless living. 
/\ 



There is a faith for which we bear life's outrageous fortune - a 

faith in the power of truth and beauty and goodness; a trust that there is a 

higher meming to our existence; that the struggle for the right and the just 

is rewarding - nay, bears its own reward. 

We remember tonight that man had faith in himself; that out of this 

faith he conquered nature, built cities, crossed uncharted oceans, turmelled 

down into the bowels of the earth, even learned to fly high above the land. 

One by one nature •s secrets were '6nveiled. Because men had the faith and were 

never daunted. Setbacks, def~ts were temporary. A new attack was soon 

launched. There were casualties., maey fell tictim, maiy struggled a life-

time and never succeeded; but tod~ we are pture•s masters as never before. 

Today we are confident that few of her secrets will long elude us. The casu­

alty list is long of broken and discouraged men; but the struggle was ever 

renewed and the wounds born unprotestingly. There was success because men 

had faith and were willing to sacrifice to achieve their aims - to prove their 

trust. 

We remember toni.ght that men had faith in a just and beneficent God 

who had a plan for -:Wle creation; that out of the faith were fashioned the lofty 

doctrines of right living, of social justice, of enduring peace, of human 

brotherhood., of the dignity of the human being and his need to be tree., which 

Israel's great prophets formulajed for man CM~ ef •heh belidl :i:ft Qod. 

Such was their faith; such was the trust great men and great nations 
(?,I(~ 

have lived by. We remember tonight that when men and nations fought for these 
r'\ 

ideals, when they were willing to sacrifice to see them achieved., miracJe s be-

came realities. out of such faith was our own democracy born. Fashioned out 

or a vast wilderness, freed i'rom oppression because men had an unshaken trust 

in the self-evident truths "that all men are equal and that, they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, that moong these are life, 
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liberty, and the pursuit of happiness". Theirs was a faith in man and in the 

providence of God which took defeat and 'disappointment in its stride and 

emerged victorious. It was· called a miracle by men of those days - it was 

merely the triumph of a glorious faith. 

In our own tines we have witnessed another such miracle. Here, too, 

there were jirophets of doom and moments when t11E¥tProphesy seemed to be true. 

The odds were tremendous. How could a few hundred thousa1 d Jews build a state 

against such odds? Yet Israel is today reborn and proucD..y takes her place 
I ,~">-

among the nations of the world. A miracle, say the observers. No,~the 

slow, yet sure triumph of men firm in their trust in God. 

No phase of mankind's struggle to fashion a better world did not 

demand faith and sacrifice. Whatever exists today of peace and freedom and 

justice exists because of the nobility of great men's souls. 

Though faith, as a prophet once said, can master mountains, it is 

also simple and direct - spealdng to the individual soul, about its individual 

cares and worries. For faith shows us that "though in life there is sadness 

• and sorrow, there can also be joy and charm arxi beauty and smiling children and 

happy homes and hopes that do come true". Of such a faith we ask not miracles, 

but that life take on a warmth and color and meaning which 'Will cause us to 

begrudge every passing hour and to see that it is filled with purposeful liv­

ing. 

The Shophar eoundf, we are summoned to face the future. Sure in our 

faith, rejoicing in life's great blessings; what a glorious vista lies before 

us. 

Amen 



( f'i,,.ure "'1th whom we are going to dAal in this auartett"" of Jewj sh nersnnalit:it5.> 

Jt w1=1s 1=1 '1'11nnr-st ril")nog.,..anri but. j t snoke with the ,roi,.e of' ,:,-reat echolarshin 

ry. 

Atlnnndt.hA Y""'er- 11?5 ,Teh11rhih ha T_,.vi,JPwish schola-r And poPt. of Toledo 

S"" A~ n w.,.,,yr.l'\ a boo ,... of' nhilosnphy in nef'Anse of h j s f' e.i th whfbh WA s to win 

hi~ im"l'l~rtality.He entitled it with the Arabic words Kitab al T<bazari or •h~ 
l,uu-(l 

writ~inp:_sconcArning the Khazars. In it he uo-rt-rayed a dehat.~ before the ~g 

7ttl~ kW"::11'1(l (<"ll\lC.[)6(1-\ 

of ~ JlW'Bii i ei~ South Russian ~rQ12;- betwe -" en repT'esPnt.ati ves of the three 

great w0 Rtern religjons on the resnective m""rits of their fa1th. In it the 

Bqver the rabbi bests his onnonents And the kin~dom becomes converted to Juna-

ism. 
... .. 

Ev_,.r,.rnne ag,,.,Aed that. 'R lev:J hi:in -out . hj s own tho1rn:hts jnto the months 

of' thP r,~-rticinP-Pts-but "l'IOBt n!!'lll Ia .. J,'h schoJ.ars wer-A loathe to ascr:lbe any 
c., 

h·stori,.al reaJibr to thp Jtimcinent ,at 11 37, There was no other-' Y'eC!DDd of' .ewish 

Iii "Tri-It /ff /le~ Q{?rl\O~ 
,.,,,ssinnAr-v ~ct~v5+v.Ar1an Pn~~~~~~~~m~x Christianjtv hRd won over all the other 

" 

Now 'Prof'essor D0bson -, f' Princeton Un1vA-rsi ty +-ells us in this volumne-

A History of' the Jewish Kingno"'l of tlie Khazars that there is an uncontroverta-

~~Tii/4."- ..... 
ble well th of' Russian, slavic, ana Byzantine sou,..,cef which nrove,...c th"" exist-

ence of such a ,Tewish kinp:dom\one not untrn.nort1=1nt in the}Tear East for some 

fiv~ cP-ntur-ies~ann of such a conver-sion f-rom slavic ba-rbaY'ism +-o Judaism. It 

all ~~k~s en 1n+-P~estirp andition to me~i~vRl Jew1sh history-an annen T'ef'utat-

'Ry 1,,ev of in+--ronuct.ion I shou1 a and that I am not ~m£Ta~inp.: in any 
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~oetr,r Pnn nhilosonhy. An~ i~ you as~, why then ~o I know so little about this 

~an-th~n I m1 ~t qnswer that. th1s is a nronuct o~ t.hA sel~ cont~1nen natu~e 

~ )/$Te° I\ j\-L\tlth,QIIOO 

.-,-" cur •;u1b:1r, en,,c~t.-t o~l h.1 ch ni"AJiS to ou,-, mirins so 11 ttle o-r t},~ ~r~at a,_ :eas 

"'~H,u.s ~-=='f~j) ..,.."°'~ ~~tt.~ c...a i::::-lN~ 0 F o u~ 
,..,.r hurnen ~nt.eJ ect.u 0 l ~t"n ~ rtist1c e'1'f"o; t,s w~iei.1 took ,,1~ in · , ~t.Qbina 

.. 
SvJ N W e-'3£(1.N C..lv IL\.2,,_1 \Oft 

111~ I11el i :c WH:l- 1~ 4'¥i ., Near Ee st ,Tew1 s _ An,,- I~ _ • We al] can rec~ te 11 st of 

A~er1c&n vi~A preein~nts an~ British kin~s hut. we know so little about ~onfuc­

ious, Lso Tse, Rudoha, ZoroastP.r amon~ the an~5ents pnn o~ Avicebrron ana Al 

Gh&zali, MAimonides ann Ra ~evi P.mon~ the meniAval ~!ants of thou~ht. 

Our subject was born in rriolArlo S-o,iin in the yePr 1085. 'T'h!s han-oP.n~o t.o 
'X'!!:..._ 

be t.he exe~t n&te on whi~h Alnhoso1'! +-hp S1xth lean his army ,,af; t liFi4 J e:■ a back " ' 

into th1 s e" ta nel or centr Rl Snai n Hp Lev1 we treT"I '!"& .! e~n part! Et J J y :, n three 

c1,1+.u,-,es. 'T'h~ p-o,rer'l!ment ws.s Chriat1an.'1·h~rA was a crAY!CA to see the religion 

of' J~sus ~t. f'1-rst hAno ano tn lP.arn of' its 111ays-but. n~ v hA."OS o-l" all irrf"]uP.nCP.S 

thig w~s t O 1 e~st notewort.hy.'J'he culture on the othnr hartd WPS dP-enly 11'lnr1ri1; 

~O in en ~re.b 1 c "'l'lld. 'T'ho,,p:h the Ct"l"'t:re.1 111osrn e 'lf To 1 t"rlo bec1t111e a C <!the Oral 

WArP, ~rabic -testimony o-r the richness o-r that culture ano or its relative 

tolerance--It was not to be t:11 lat Pr it'l fTA ., ~vi 11 fe that the fanatical Berbw, 

wou]n invade ~nain in the na~e of the PronhAt. anrl the CrescAnt at'td' by their 
0\ 

brutsli ty ann st.unioi ty brin,r about tre d~eth o~ t1 ed5 ~eat cul tu-re. So HP. - e11 

he.a An AT'Abic name, Abu 11 Ha.ssAn ibn Alla.w1, he wore e.rab oress,he was deel"lly 

"'' ITT'oun~~~ ,.n rab t;houglit ,he wrote -nt~ny no~,.,,~ a1 OTlt'1' Arah mones-ann he f'~l t a 

ki~eh"~ t.o t.heee ~en he eou]n never fee] towarns the ~hirsti~n lorrs. Re Levi 

t1v~~ un~A,,, a Christ.iBn ~ove~n~Pnt i~ ~n A~Ab culture Ano he wes ~aisP-~ in an 
~ u 

1 n t ~ s,.,, tT 4'l.,~ 8h home. F er'e he as ta,, P-'h +. ~ brew e.n~ t.h ,:1 ,., 1 eh Mi dra ah 1 c lore- ere 

; h~ rnt +h ,~ Art. or ~rAy~r.F~~~ h~ WAS Ju~Ah th~ Levite whose no~try was to 

w n h ~ an 1ffl'llortal nlac~ 1n the synR~ovue Rnd whose nhilosOT"ffY was to mske 

h m beloYe~ in the s,n ~ ~ue schools. 



Three cnl +" ""es (Ja11y l"H~!U!~n bAf'or~ h1 s P es ~nn he was to contrast. these cult­

i Ui-t~! -r .. r,~1.ly in his m~,;,-nnm or,11s,t.h~ Vuzer1, but -oh1losor,hy is s. nronuct of 

J... 

r~q~fnt:'" and ~,m~rj encA ar, r1 Ha 

<l~y 0r -:, f f'p. . He earn°d li1s 

ev1-youn9:1 ee.rrer1 Rli~re to all about him 9rank o 

J_iving as a nhysici~.n.He was &l)nAr~ntly talented 

anrt suceeseful but he neve~ allow~n himsA]~ to be overwhAlm~a by a sense of 

his ~wn imnortance-in fact he hes 1eft us a physician's prayP-r which in its 

humilitv is o itA moving: 

0
My mP.~1cine ereof thee,wheth~r ~ood 
r ~v~l,w},eth~r st.ran~ or w~ak. 

It 1e 'T1hou who sh&lt ehoose,not I: 
0 f' t. h ~ n ~ c 1 ~ inn 1 s the e v 11 an CT the f air . 
~rot unon filyxluc11i:tK• my no rer of heeJ in~ I T'PJ y 
0nJ v ~nr thy h~H111.n&" do I we.t.ch. 

probeblv it w~s his al] nel!van1nv. s~ns~ of' hu"twor whi~h mane him s~e meoicine 

s, ~ 1 t. J:) Tl t,, .,, ""e s c r 1 h P • f' n.,., h 1 s s, 1 t An a . By or 1 ~ ri t . a 1 cu st 0m h P. w P s not ~ 11 ow A a to 

-t.~r the he~ern hut ran to s1t ori t.h~ other s1oe o~ a s~lk curte3n ~~om his 

n~t1~nt w'hi1~ a "unueh sur-~y,•iaed th~ consultetton's nronriety. on this whole 

erran~ement he hes left us these nerf'ect.Jy neli~htf'ul lines; 

·hey aske~ me to visit but. not to see 
To finn without search, wh~~~ the s5cknese mi~ht be; 
They wanted my skill,but they ni~n't want m~. 

The noet in .tia Lev5 l'flat.uren bef'o~e th~ nhilosonher. wve ere the fortunate inher 
~ -

1 tors o-r over a thous Ann noems of hie on 11 f.., e.n.,l lo'tr~, wU:A and Goa, on sorri-

o r Arin disa-nnointment-l'OPfflS co11PCt.An in 8 n1van(t.hP Arabi~ word ror antholon 

s f'f~st ~At~ eoll~ct1on w~ieh awP1ts onl~ th a~t of' a noet scholRr to b~ oueR 

~ ~ th~~up'h trA~8]Atinn to t'h~ non R~brew s~eAk1n~ world.For Ha Levi was a fir* 
-I..,>➔, ... ~ -r;:-c..,. a o&. 4 l ~ 

r~+o ,,"'~t-~"-ns1n~~ t;h~ "1.AC"l'n1.f'1cen~~ c,f' t.'hese 1.1n~ from a. love lyric-11111 o, 
~ 

1.1 t t.hou yet ,tr nt no or~ ,o er.u~l i"ai~, 
T-, him whose b-re et, thy bA8uty f'ills wi t.h nlift1 

nic hAth of nod o~ rete,one only n~Qyer--
To hesr love's gre tins ~rom t. y lins a~e1n. 



Or 1~ ,t b~ n~creed thet we ~~st nArt, 
~~~~yin njt,y ~o~ mine eyP-s,that strA1n 

T~ s~~ t.hy ~~ce oncA ~nr~; I wot ~1ne hee~t 
Heth r1~~ ~Y bree~t to ~olJow 1~ thy train 

Now b-v 1 o,re' s 11 f'e ,bet.hirilr thee, 'how ne] ip-ht 
In me once rilled thy nAy; as J shell ke~n 

Th~ memory o~ t~y kisses in the ni~ht, 
Bri~~s to my lon~in~ ~aze thy beauteous se~min~-­
Ah,wo,J~ that I mi~ht enter jn thy ar~aming. 

In the Diva~ we see a Ha Ievi neli~hte~ with li~e ann ]& P,hin~ with it,. In a 

li~ht VPin he hRs left us thP-se ljne o~ his rirst ~rey gair: 

I sn!tn a .~,hi te h .r- r lu-rl!: 5nP- in l'!'t! be,:\ro 
J strai~htwair n lucke~ i t.th~n~e. 'Thou - art br-ave, 'it sneerP,d 
<1-,::d ns + A lone s~out-qui te brElv~ .Bnt wj 1 t thou be 
As 'i\½u~ky wheri n,y troou eo'!\PS, s ~ek1n~ ,ne? 

~r: ,a...,__ 

Nf')r w~e~, giij__ '1nce_nahJ e of -ro,nantic ~11 s:?'hts of f&ncy on the ~loriAs of natur& -

• 
Th~ sun a~scAnos, ~nn h5~h 5n 'h~aven, 
•• The r.!olnen c1rc1Pn moon ~nt.h stRnn. 

~thin th~ se~,t~p stars are st-r~v1n~, 
Lik~ wan~~rers in en unknown 1°nn. 

l'f1h.~ 71~hts cP-lest1aJ in thP WRtP,~S 
.. Areflamin,:? clearly as ~hove, • 

s thouRh t.he VA~Y hPavens nescennP-d, 
To deal a covenant of love. 

PP~ehance both see and sky,twin oceAns 
From the same source of ~race are snrung. 

Twixt these my heart, a thirn sea• sur~Ps, 
••1th songs resoun~ing, cJearly sung. 

To comr,lAte our samu11n,c:r from the n1vsn these -rew 11n~s of nsvcholoP'.ieal ins1'-
v 

ght which s~~w Ra Leyi to b~ mo~e t.hen A ly~ic rnmanticis!bx. 

Love came, I took hi~ on my knee. 
He stooa tin-toe, m1TI~ eye~ t.o ~e~; 
H~ kissea mine eye~-Cf')uld falser b~T 
~~s ~•rrore~ se1f he kiss~~-not me. 

- y~,,t.h,.,ov~.,1~e all strea,n int.o the stAnZRS of' t.his ~11"ted talent. In the you­

t.h t.hP-re w~s T'T'er-osit~,t.hP-T'e w e1 ~,, a ~e~-ol-v s~~~ous vein. tie loved life,be­

e~us~ ,~ Jove~ o~d,ann God hAd ai~ n~ 11~e 'behold it 1s ~ooa, H~ b~ou~ht. his 

art. to b~s~ on t.h creat1o~ o-r hJmn nd rAver-thA s~dnut,-the t~an1t1o~J.._~ ., -~\-..~~. ~ 

rayer book is 1 ensly the rieh~r beesu e o-r h s m ntributio~~hans moT'e t­
c --

h n any an t t 0 t:h Bib ie 1 nelam1 ~ life f.e dil>f to the movt-
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0 Io ·d,whe~~ shall,~ ~inn 'T'h~e? 
F1~ is thy ]oPty place; 

An~ whe~e shall I not finn Thee 
~~ose ~lory fills all sn~ce. 

Oh how shall mortals nraise 'T'hee 
hen Angels strive in v~1n 

build fol" Thee e. a weilin~ 
~-hom woT'lns cAn not contain 

1 et wh~n th~y bow in worship 
Befo!'P. Thy th,,.,one most. htr,-h 

~1os~r then flesh or snirit 
~hey feel hy nrP-SP.n~P ni~h 

Tiere ~ortal th1~k sue~ won~er? 
An~ yet,beJievA, I ~ust, 

ThAt ~on,th~ unc~~et.P,A, 
T)wells :tn this PY- a,.,,_e o~ dust. 

Tr .t Thnu transcen0P.nt ,holy, 
A Joyest. iri Thy CT' 0 pt,11,-,fll!'S rlT'PiqA, 

· · n~ ~ o...,,e st whey,~ "!'l~l'1 p"Y' e ~a t .h ~ ,,.,~H~ 

T , ~l~ri~v rrh ~vs. 
..... 

Be~· , t. • fuJ n0etry ,mPani S!ful, ~oo~ theolo~y all thes~ chqrPctArize Ha evi 's 

• hymns. Is 1 + any w nner that 11notheT' no"'t ,-,f' the 1"irst "!' anV ,Hednr i cf' 
11

A • ne 

devotea fo~cantos of hts Romancero to a tribute t.o lTuna'.b .. 4:iq w~j rJ h wri•es 

Ann J ehun a.h ben Hale vi 
Was not on y s~r i be ano scho1ar 
But of noetrv a master 

Yes R ~reat Ana famous noet 
~tar en~ torch to guioA his 

tilll9:Xt 

Li~ht and beacon of his nation; 
· Tee~ wonoArful And ~i~hty 8S hi,.,,,s1111lf' a famous -ooet 

n e.st n~ -ruture: 

Fi~rv ~iller 0-r swe~t 80n~ 
uov1~v on fn ~,...ont of' lsrael's 
Caravan's of' woe ATia ~ourTiin~ 
Tn the wil~Prnees o~ e•ile. 

•·----~---· --·· .. 

thAt ce seleaaly obey 
in nee o~ ni ht n~ ~ay­
ons, th s s1 na on hi~hlt 

1 n t 
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If with his lA-rt h~no,He hAth thrust away, 
~till with his ri~ht,ooth he draw you night. 
~av not:• Ve1an~uish,We arenPAr to nie! 
But Jrnow you'f'I stren~th immor,ll.Ro sh&ll ye 
Bnnu'Y'e till day an~ ni~ht shal] ceAse to be. 

HAany Yrine this nurine,! t:he lon~ unfriendly centuy,ies~ s1.1<~h linPS he 

cantures aJ1 the vague-be~ore him un~xoressen- lo n~in~s or ~he ~hettoes heart// 

~ven nis ~hi1osonhy exhu~As confinencP, Ann ho~p,.ff1]--,e'Y'P- 1s no auoloey jn its 

suht.it:J~ 'A Book of Arr!, ""e:nt ~no Demnnstrat.5on in ,r1rin1~at1on of a nes~ised 

;.J 

t' Pi 11 \lh n sho-rtJ v 

u~ n"h~t: 0 s ofl t .he relP.t;j VA me:r1 t.s f")-r Chr1 st1 a:ni ty ann Juna:1 S'l'Tl bef'o'.Y'e junP'AS 

•-..~~r 
,~~ ~~p Cnr1st.1Al1 n~ 0 ,.~es. 

meAninP-f-ulness ann its f'utur~. And OP,Snt tA 1 ts avo •Hpnly nrn '-Te ,vish bi AS en<i 

~urryose/one certai n l y no mo~e nronounce~ than Au~11stine 1 s or Aquinas's) it 

co:nte ;ns so~e surnrisin~ly goon philosophy.For Ha Levi w~~ one of e smal gro­

un of- mA~ie~rpl t.h1.nkp,r-s who were unimnressP,n by 'Platonic i~ealism. "Phey fP-lt 

~~,TY 
+het. th,=1'f'le WA'f'IA ~re~r~ls 0f' aJtsn' R e.warP-n~ss o-r n.atura wh1 ch 'Platot1ic lo.P"ic cou-

ln Tiot ~1-rc1_,·,H1C!'ibe e.n~ ·f-o,..., w"" ch j_+- w~s untru~. 'l'he~P werP. t:he t.h1nk1'1'S who 

first ~~inten out w~et. 1s becomi~~ i~c~eAsin,zly clear in our nay-that sceinee , 

en~ l"'~, ~io~ nea) with ~i~~el"'ent levels nf truth-ssk nirferPnt questions of 

~ ~~ e-td Loi"r<.r... ~ tv+·M . 
., i ~ ~ - ,n, n -tt s :t-. h ~"' ~ ~ • ~,b lH'! n \wy a i ~ L' ,=. T' ~ n t f!' I • I I ,r 1 8-, IC • ~ 

It ,,,f!\~ h 8 Lovi a,nrnic, t.hP JAwR 1""~ ,\1 G,.z8h1 ~ e.mc,n,z the rabs who first 

ae«~•**T•xxwowwtw~xtkw~x~~••w~~•xxww~•xtxamix~Bxxtwxwa~wRB■x 

~reed sc~ence o-r the neath '"9in o~ mP.n1Pva1 nlAtonis~ snd their nhilosonhy 

BS ~_;:.,w~8 ■ 1o hv the humAni sts ho r econstru~ten west~rn eivilizAtion ,. 

fle th 

1° At ,re l!lented 

1.,J;,. 
»881!Ml89 h• ~elt that there was s1nroly no relation -888A 

at a f'ter J cog and tomioll a re• eez:ai ng and 

hem e11e ee111ld laow &11ih!mate:ty and 'berloiia:lly and 11oreimnt 
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Ha Levi w AS disa-ppofnted in he nhiloaonhAr' s r!o~it he was a Fi .,...st cause-a 

lo~ic 0 1 11e~essj ty-e. f'inPl link arb1 trA.ily chosen to bP-~in Ana comnlet.e the 
eh~lees 

other 1se x~■t%xx~ ehain of' not.Antis11ty And acutelity.S,ch Goa left. 

Ho ~ev1 e~nt1onAlly ~nti nhi]osonh1c8lly unsatisfi~~-eoln-Row eould ynu love 
~~Oo....--4-,,-.'3!.. ,-Jb 

anrt ""'b~y ~11ch e G0 ti "'!JI- Mos AS enn thfl, -nronh~ts 'he~ 1ov~ti the Goa o-r th~ir 

.c> Atr'e!'s? Snc'h e Gn~ w~~ Pfie,..ua+P- nerhqns f'or the class-room,but not f'or llhe 

Ha ·evi then ti ves thP. nrilosonhic b Psis f'or e. be] i~f' in R ni,rsonal Gon-To do 

so he was onA of the first to sho~ the limits of both 1n~uct1ve and ~~ductive 

lo1=ric-To no so he bPvame an imnorts.n+ -r:1.~ure in the fj ela of @'P.neral uhil. 

en~ vis 8 vis his nP-OTile g&ve to +~P SP-~ker rea son not. to li~htly toss over 

@It Ms be11,.f' in the G- n of' his f'ath"'rsYnu 11] f':Jnn in the Kuzari inM.s which 

t'hP- ri~h ~uest1ons nos~n-Bnn en atte~nt. mRn~ &t the ~usion -the b enoing­

o~ .,.,-,ss ·'"'n ~n~ --- s.~ th--wh~ ch has Al WAYS hArect~rri ze~ -~- thinki n~ . .uere there 

"'"-'• #C-..., a ~ 

a~ ort~~c~t1r,n o-r mvst1c1sin "'Jn ant1•1!it,MHtl-4-ani such ,is the churob hes he.d 
/... ,J 

-

t.0 ~~~~t.1e ith ~ om r,~yrsost ·om'S beli~v~ because it is e.beura' t.o modern 

ex1 -=1 t.ent1el1 sm.For our pA l"]e reas0n ~"" inei~ht must b1 end into somethin~ 

wh 1 ch 1 s both :f ntellec tualy accnetable • ana rP-11,c,1 ous\mean1ngfnl .Ha Levi hAS 

.. 
r iven us on~ ansv·er .~here areothers.But we hen~fit f'rom e ri ch a.ttemnt • 

. 
rl, hA noet and nhilo her left us anoth~r ]~~pcy-his 11r~.rt was as we 

h~vP sP~~ not ~nou~~ r~r him sim~ly to beli~ve-vou must be r.111ea wit.h that 

bel ..... "'rt)' J111m:r to act,;;. ..:0 ~.- •• u ... a •. 'f' Levi beHeved th111t in the Holy Land 

on the ruin or t.he nAst and 

re t ' , e • 1 11 2 at. the 



. g 
• 

• Sue~ e.re the nhi J oso,.....h~rs of' our neo't'le-th~ s0conn of t:h~ four string 

• 

• 




