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Jud&imn ie not a nark somb~r ral1~1on wh1ch looks askance at the 

n1ePsu~es of thP- o~Jn. We ~i~ht oite in th1e connection the woros of a 

br1111ant te&ehAr ann eesRy1st,Jesus ben uirach, whn liven eome 23 centuri

AS a~o. •nefrpud not thy~elf. oft.he goon day and let not the ~art or a good 

~es1~e nAss thAe by,for thAre 18 no seekin~ ~r life'e joy• in the p.rave." 

~~en ~Pn Ann vro~en hAVA or~~n harn Pnn arA ~ortunate enough to ~ind the • 

res Jt o~ their leb ~ suce~ssf,,1,~t is alto~ethPr fit.tin~ that they should 

rejoice to~ethP.r in •the ~ood day' w~ich 1s theirs because of whRt their 

It is one of the interestin~ narAdoxes of hietory that those cultur~ 

which &re most 111 at ease with the joys of living often evidence an 

exeessivAness, a negree of self i~nul~ence, which is not to be found amon~ 

~orA monerate socie~iee which seA no na~ticulArvirtue in unnecessary self 

~e~1Al. we m1~ht think o~ the frenet1c,frenzien orgiastic rites of the 

~lP.sh ~enyin~ GrPAk myster r.uJ.ts or of the sad1st1c delipht in human suff-
-

h·ch cha~A tArized SA1f cont~0lJen ~ome And SAlVAtion SAek ing SnaiD -
An un~nown Jewish noet wrote i his nsal~s many m1llen1a a~o •se~ve 

joys. The only cRut1on wh ch w~s m&de was that thev should avoid excess end 

thA history of nur neonle is sin!'"lllarily ~ree from such excess. 

Tonight it is our nrivilen~e to sharP to~ether such a moment or innwr 

happiness. We are in the nosition of narents who have n1rsed a youngster x 

throu~h a narticularily dif~icult nerion of ~owth or convalescence end who 
~~ 

nnw see thAt chil~ ~o~n1n~ 1n ~ ful] st~e~~th before the~.rt is a moment 

of nrine and Al1 bA1n~-and 1~ we a~e underst.andin~-or thanks~1Ting and 

hum111ty • 

• P n~ve ~,, - ~ .dour cn11~, t,~ A cnn~~e~~tion,throu~h its in~ancy,ita 

y~~~ 1,thr u non ,~ its ~ost c~1t1cA1 ~erioas; An~ all bout us in it.1 
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... ,,s 'A., .,, 

well attenned serv1ces,.succe8sful eAucAtion~l and soc1al ~ro~rP~e,satis-
> • " 

~ie~ ~~~be~shjnViecan see that ou~ eff'orts hAve . bAP-n crownen with success. 

a, of' us share ton:1 ght-1 ni-rme~ su'Y'e es WA have ~1 ven o"" 01 Jr time and int.er

est.-in this nio-rn.P-nt of' nr1nA eno se.tisract1on 9110 hu~ble gretitude which 

,,,hey s a -tr t. hat wh P n a f 1 ne art l st h A s c omn 1 e te d a mast er wor lr he 

ras not 0n.ly nut his all onto his c ~_nvass ,but he hPS h:Jrnself been subtly 

chan~ed by t.he beaut r an0 meanin~ oft.hat. which he wasseeking to nortray. 

Our relpt.jonshin w_th Beth Torah has not be 0 n@ wholly one sided,ems. As 

we havP- investen in its growth our time and talent certein chan~es have 

tevAn ~lace in nur own lives.As our ~rt r SA'Y'V1ce discussion sessions have 

shorn t~mP- ana a.gain., weh~ave many among us who are not ~shamed to mention 

that. their association w1th Beth Torar has ma0e the~r lives richer and 

¥0w ~any of us fee] ton~y more~ ~f'ort~ble with our birth-right 

socially disabling end 

Se]~ h8.te hes be i;run t0 ~iVP way tn rP15p_::t nus ~onvtcti n. Any sense of 

s t"\ ei el unease has been lost.Busy with 01u·, new wo~k -awwa.ys mnnr,~ our many 

ne ~rienns- wehave ju8t not had time ~or such self torment. W• here many 

of' us felt a vapu~queasiness about the intellectual standin~ of Judaism, 

we havP- now be r-un t.o feel nrine in its reasonableness anrL in 1 t.s enlighten~ 

anrl P-nnohling ~ooo sense. Nor is this nri~e narrow or baseo on hi~ly 

tJ,eoreticA1 casu1stic contl"ast with other fa:Jths;rather it is the nride 

h:Jch ,.ol't'? n S with a ~Aith nersona11y SAi°'.°'RfAeto-r>y rich in meaninp:,~resh in 

~eQ'8 1i~e. s A ni~ lPst. 'T'b~nv~~iv1n~, 
th ot.~ .~ ~Atths-- ~oud n~ our teQ~hin~s 

e esn meet now on eouP.1 rootin 
nd han y ror what 
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hPnnv f'o'f') hRt our f'a1th w,Aans to us. 1'o Jon~er need e nl~y the debasin~ 

t.he w9rn, wAlco~~ h1ch the chu~ches ~xt.P.nn~d to ts,the constant he1~ 

to be n1f'fe-rent. 

I know that our days have beP-n fuJler becPuse of Beth ~orah and I 
•. 

am c nfident thf1t the .r have been a bit more satisfying. e have learnt 

that WA can increase t.he ~leas re which we derive from our le . sure hours 

when e broanen our s cinl actiwity t . ~nc 1 ° e o,..,t:r bile rejects. In our 

bee ~es teA _ o JS A+: t .,,,As. S . ch a r ntj l"A tAruis to 11~:i t all to s. narrow circ

ran A of int. .rests. Beth ~orah has increAsed 

~ 1" 1 of u~ the n J'T1.be-r1 of' 0111" -f'rj enn s ~-no br 1 ht us to~ether with men 

•RAi 
P1111 wo,nion ho , Axtremel~ 1-nt.Arest.·np- bee~ Jse their b,qc}('p,rounns and 

eXT"leri~rices w::J so totRlly nif-('e-rent f'roni 011r own. e have e:xperi~nced 

the jnne~ joy which comP.s from snennjn~ ti~e in R ~orthwhile fashion. e 

h~ve a:inP-d in self esnect for so re~uletil"'I our 11v~s ano e hA,r~ czained 

in re nect ~or our oln fr1ends because th~y t.oo have shown canacjty and 

BesidAs thP~e many blassj~~s our year 1 has he1ped Aach o~ us gro 

1:n r'enth-in ehe,..,ecter. P he,rA P7ne~1■ent5cl4Paeh in his o,uf' a. , with the 

exoe,..,iAn~P. o~ n~syPr-hon~~t. AM~ introsnActiv~- and thou~h it mAy be still 

·t.h n ourselves Rnd tin our univors~ untnl"n~d souT'ees of' str ngth And 

un~ ,,,st ~ • n • n v t'ht1np-ht t.hrr, v.n end bePn emosen to solTte of the 

et ~n• wh1eh our co on h rit ~A hes to 
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o~f'Ar. rv A hBve ~ounrt th,:\t we are not the -r1rst to -race the many chalJenges 

11~e 1~n~sP.s on us -that. the,..,A is~ ch th8t, can he lea-rnt from the wisdom 

1 P,Prnt of the r neeas ,ou,.., resnect (?Y>PW e.nAce as n 1 a (')Ur f ,..,iennship. This is 

the t,.., ,, " '"l.eaninp; o-r brotherhood-helpfulness in trP. face of' coMmon nr0blems. 

Bebh Tor&h-this exr,Pri 0 nce in Jp,wjsh Jivin~ which we h~ve unnerta~en 

has made al] this possible. Perh&ps it wouln be better to say that the 

ef'fort and nlann:tng hich we nut into our n-ream br u r.rht us these bJessings . 

. syna~op-ue is but the su.,,, total of th A 1nterPst of 1 ts members. A builning 

rich in substance ,=ind size can ye+, be A hoJlo , shell almost without mean

in~ to the lives of' its sunnorte,..,s. HerP, we hpve been most f'ortunate. Our 

n'"'t,'--t nf" wrd ~h was f'oriin~liz~n q ►• ,,,,t Uti?!l::Pefhec! ,nothinP- whichwe did not 

unoA,..,stann PPd 0117. n n'"'t -reeJ ~ n,:r--~t of. Beth 'T'0rsh was built to reflect 

ere to be 

_ n~P.rsten~1 (;!, na1'ticine.t1 :n, honesty of' spir:t tual auest, and enucetion. 

e ,..,~cogn:zed that. we were settin~ for ourselves s di~~icult task but we 

~c.~R.D 
hRe nn.Je1·1to8d that Gon had ~i ven the 'T1orah onenly and in a tonQ'ue whicl'l 

that no ~r up nriAstly or the:rw1se couJ~clai"'lthe.t it was its stiec
could be un0erstood by all/and we felt that our ~ouse of the Torah, our 
al nortion 
Beth Torah,shoul<"1 be similarly nemocratjc-that only is so be · ng could it 

•• 
e anten to come to p-rins in 0uri synaf"og:uP with the nroblems which 

conf',-,or,t~H~ us. e wsnten honPst. answe 'Yl s to sincere au~stions.-l'rayer was to 

be m(')re ~an e. ~ew 11 nes rP-ad t.n ns or A tori c ally fro"Tl a leAther oovered 

ho'"'k. It ni,,st be fresh al"'ln P,rpress our own feP.] in.P's And moods andrl so we 

s~P-nt ti~e n~n s me at.t.~nt~~r, ~e~· 1~~ t.~ un~erstann whet. these ~rayers 

~A- ~<»4• ,.....,,., AcJ:b.~-4M-'b -td~ ~ o••= 1••'-., 
,e""~ ""i we:7 PflF1 4'ir•"fl• t;g e~n g11r "~ :f?n]~•,.•l"l~ we•~s to the litur~. 

c 111~ not see the'"'l bein,... exnosAo to vaJuAs An<1 a t,..,ani t on to wh . ch we were 
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at.het1c .Bel e~ wne to be thP- -nrt"')r!uct. t')r honest s~e.r 'r undt=n .. t.A en throu~h 

'11 ecuss . on nd st,u~y -rr,r we have reso] VPd that Jnn pj sm must become m•~• for 
~ 4,e ,._~ eep-,. ~-~~ 

, e --,TI e we.y of Jife -a commit+ment-'rhe et~ics ~ the B le ~e would 8e~k 

t underat~nd Ann br nv o,t of the nrintP-n naRe into the -r bric of our live 

Observan~e m1 1st beco~e more th~n -na~Antrv.It must be rouvht into the 

f e urs~ we n1n not comnJAte our t sv-~nn~ed it is hArnky be u and 

now 

bu17njn~ hut An everprAsent 

~ ~r w ,sJ e shall tzl"O , in 

I we keen th s evAr n 'llino,tlie fut1re lilJ be as fil}ed :1th mome-

nts of nr:1.~e !' nd 1ov no acoom J shme t, qs our YP-Ar . Since or -r rst 

er rice e veer Ann a half R~o the honAsty ana ~1ncer·ty of y ur interest k 

has made us ~row fr m stren~th to strPn~th. e ve enjoyAd a nro~ram which 

has neve,,.. kno fai1u e b1t to the contre.ry hAs Plways exceenen ex .ectation 

S 1nrn.P-r, e Yea,.,s, hatever the comnet1 ti on, re hpve ne,rer f ailen t hold 

serv1cAs nor h~vP they evPr bePn bA~Jv RttendPn. vA hAVP. lAArnt much in the 
~ of' ®Y, emaer s have been 

Rc+1vP -v eriv0 vAn. rr11·nk 0f ,t, In the 1Ast. five nays 57 neon]e have iven 

o l!l'l"' 1'7n hour's f' t.~~.,T' t .,,.,.,P ~u,-,1nt1 tlom~ ~ ,n~At.in~s~ work connectea w th 

• "M,5T')k "'f' nur- "T"l~Arf'1JJ ste-r-r of' volunteer tePchers ho hP e 

Jc...~ 
nrid AY tn f1UT' awp~r 8nrl '"'f th P. coutn] e S S nni-rtb 0 -r of' others ro }I 

ho1A st"T'Y f' our ectiv~ty "111 b enf'o1dP~ later-I m~en on]v to noint un 

th sei f v1dent truth that vou ere our stren~+h an~ our -ruture ana that% 

t e Beth Torah 111 have -ro~ your' lives ~enends on t.he interest ncP'-
cli C 
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separated by distance we cannot mea ure,and no felt awed and humbled, and not 

felt hat some all-wi e being had so lann d • • I tand always in awe of the 

n w f the ories of the sunset, of the 

surging of the tide , of the pro coloring of the f ore t. rlhen I see such 

beauty I cannot but reverently ckn ledge ter ha d.t/r am awed by the 

over-whelming dimension of our orld, by thee anding infinity which is our 

universe, by the pan of the heavens and by the eep of the earth and sea. When 

I take these proportions to he rt I c not but re er ntly affirm the all-po erful 

ho alone created it. 

I am awed by the pre i io ch art fit into the larger whole .- by the 

orderliness f the tar in their he enly co an by the symmetry of the 
~u-.f~'"' 

U,J!S:!N of the ato. ch goes it 0 e w y an performs its appo·nted task. 

Each is nece sa p rt of the to 1 ole. The orlds hich astronomy and 

physics have ma e known to men ke e e befo e He who so made it. It is as 

the Psalmis sang long a o," oge her the Heave eclared the glory of God and 

the firmament rev als H·s 

One of the difficu t·e 0 U ve i n bee ming a are of God is that there 

is too little of le ce and of quiet; too little oppor unity for observation 

and for contem lation in our lives. We live so frenetically that we do not take ,ijG'." 

time to a preciate or understand the world about us. ll""' Earth and sky exist 

only as a taken-for-grant d backdrop~ our daily routines. 

To find God we must learn to disengage ourselves AA ti as -=from these worldly 

e- ccupations. We must learn to observe the world about us with understanding 

e es - th eye hich are open to its beauty, to its majesty and to its meaning. 

enGod spoke to llo es from t burning bush, He orderd His great leader to take 

befor 

whole earth is ho 

all th 11 tor 

cle d for he was about to step on holy ground. The 

• 
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The beauty and order of nature is open for all to see. It is a matter of 

cultiv ting and tr ining our mind. We must learn to respond to the presence 

of true beauty. hen the great Cathedral of Florence as being built the masons 

discarded every piece of marble whose grain and shape did not meet their arbitrary 

specifica~ons. The stone as thrown into the wast heap. It took the trained eye 

of a great artist to re lize hat the irregular shape and lines of one of these 
Jo,* 'c 

stones could be fashioned :i.n o a tatue beyond compare s,,:,t:it w Michaelangelo 

1 o turtl8d a bit of discarded marble into the world famous statue of David. 

Training our eye to be aware of nature's grandeur is simply a matter of •ai!IIIJ~ 

91,-.~ 
~·~·e - of learning not to be so rapped up in our own thoughts that e have no 

for 
time for the world about u • It is important that we so train ourselves/only 

when we pause and consider the grandeur and the order and the majesty of all 

that is beyond ourselves, the riddle o the spheres and the riddle of the atom -

the ght of the pher sand the might of the atom -- the orderliness of the spheres 

and the orderliness of the tom - only then will we sense that our world is not a 

product of chance nd that it ,ivTfl.:,~Art-.__ precision bas been ordered by a power tha 

is all-wise 

Gabirol 

nd who has might beyon our imagination. 
~NQ. 

pointed to a way by which men have been brought 
I. 

to~o1Aek>d -- the 

udy of the Book of Life and the observation of the ways of men. Look closely 

at na ure and you ·11 see marvelous orderliness. There is no animal, however 

humble, w o n t some necessary part to play in nature's plan. Each species 

has learned to lie cooperatively and has developed the necessary skills for 

.,,,,. 
Look at man - look closely' - and become aware ot the glorious saga of .t;,6 

slmr and tortu none-tbe-1 ascended progress trom b east to man - from 

himself. T a h remained an ape. The auppos dly ape-like man has become 

thinker and prop and artist and crattsman. He bas learned to work cooperatively) 
• 
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to love unselfishly, to live creatively, to think deep thoughts and has even managed 

to unravel some of nature's mysteries. 

so planned - planned by a master mind. 

I cannot but believe that all this was 

Look at man -

freely offered ai~ 

fe~lQllS. Watch the 

lOWi1Ctoaeiy and observe the many acts of sacrificial love, of 

Observe the \'\el~ i°he comfort which men extend to 'b~ 
Mtu-L-t,"'-'-~ .,, 

dedicated healer or the consecrated leader serving his days 
k 

in the cause of mankind. At such moments, in such men, you will see a prief 

flaming of the divine spark which is in each of us. You will become conscious of 

the potentiality with which God has filled us. You will become conscious of the 

God who asks only that we fulfillJli ourselves. 

Is it not then as an ancient Rabbi once put it - that if you would find God 

you must look for the foot prints of the sons of men and there you will find ample 

testimony of his being. 

Now there is a third way - an inner way. The witness that we ourselves 

afford. We can see God if we look closely at ourselves - at the intricate and 

wonderful construction or our lmdi.es, at the miraculous capacity of our minds, at 

the manifold levels of our emotions. These are the gifts of a just and kind God. 

We sens alsot' when we look within 
1
the promptings of our God. It is He, we feel, ~ 

commands us to be careful always of the dignity of our person. It is He who bids 
r.C • 'cJ>9' >i.J-

us to lae 4£ i ii our moral obligations. It is He who would have us develope 

strength of u character. It is He who has planted within us our ability to give 

and to receive love and our feeling of kinahip with .men of good will everywhere. 

When we look within we cannot be feel that we somehow reflect the God who made us. 
~ <.,...J.. & ,Q,,_, ;- .. ..pQ.c; :1., • ~ /LC- .. -4-p-J-. ;;it~ ........ ~ ~b• le~ 

)lust not the love and the creati xl ty - tRe seriee of h1ghe and cdhhtou 'bro~heNood -

ivlne? 

Do u aware ~ ~ whe im,:,loRied t.bern .-Stb1R us and He 
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When I consider all that I am and all that I can be I cannot help but sense 

that this is so because some wise and powerful being so willed it. Is this not 

what the prophet Elijah discovered when seeking to find Godf-. He 'i;;;! him not 

in the powerful winds, nor in the shattering earth-quake, nor in the all-consuming 
;,7 ;, ,) , • , ,,.., 

fire, nor in any other manifestation of nature's power, but only in the voice of 

great stillness. We must look within and when we do we will learn not only 

much about ourselves but much about our God. Truly, as the Psalmist says, "O 

Lord, I am wonderously made -- a testimony of Thy being"• 

Men come to God in many ways, mystic and realist, poet and prophet. Each 

will make his own way to God and each will find God in another of his manifestations. 

God is everywhere and we, each of us, will see Him through another of His creations. 

But the God that we see is one - whole and indivisable - though we may see Him 
...,__ ~ , ..... c.<2.. r-c, • " . ., 0«'6 ,i ----in his many aspects we must always remember his unity.~d is one and He :Ls goodr _.,., ='--

~ ·~ - 1 1 En ◄ , • • 7' for aa-.\1!1: ie know of life and. of our Jf-Of34 js good-. That God is ggea is suggested 

to us by one of our most familiar Bible stories. M0 ses, like every man who has 

ever lived, was anxious to know more about God and finally, we are told, asked 

God directly to reveal himself. God's answer is interesting. He tells Moses 

to go up on to a r5CY' mountain. ·To hide his face in the cleft of a rock -

to turn his back on any display of His magnificence, and only while Moses was so 

turned away God spoke to him words which contain all that we can, I believe, ever 

know of God. 

I am, Be said, - I am existence -- I am the Lord, merciful and gracious, long 
1,-esuffering, ever true, abundant in goodness and in truth. Such is our God wtlf) is 

• 

the universe and more./He is IN■lp: •holly concerned with the we~e of ma~ 

realit J}g and purpose e that 

lite. He is the mentor who has placed in us a spark of Bis own Divinity. A 

spark which permits us to think and to plan and to bni1 d and to tnltill our 

talents and He is the sU111Dons so to do• 

I belieTe that only as we affirm such a God does the contusion which we call 

lite ta on aiv- am.ng. Kan, ci'Yilisation, beauty, creatin.ty, loTe, even war 



7 

and evil, all that we have and are, can be understood, only in the context of a 

power greater than our own who has given us life for a purpose and who will see 

that our best efforts are not expended in vain. 

Yom Kippur is the heart or our religious year. God is the heart of our 

f'aith. Let us during this period or prayer again tab our God to heart. 



ROSH HASHANAH SERVICE 

Almost every society has celebrated a New Year's day. Each year some d,ay was 

arbitrarily chosen to mark both the end and the recommencement of nature's unending 

cycle. The New Year as a calendar necessity is universal. As the stopping and 

starting point of the Jewish calendar year, there is nothing to distinguish Rosh 

Hashanah from other similar occasions. 
has 

Yet Rosh Hashanah is different. It n always been. We need only compare the 

mood of the secular New Year with tonight's solemnity and high purpose. The former 

is a holiday, gay and full of good cheer. Rosh Hashanah is a holy day, sober in 

purpose and pregnant with significance. At the very beginning of Jewish history our 

ancestors somehow tran sf armed the New Year I s festivities into a high-toned festival, 

a holy day which has now for over 3,000 years brought inspiration and understanding 

to millions of our fellow-worshippers. 

This transformation was accomplished in earliest Biblical times. Nowhere in the 

Bible do we read of a New Year feast which is carnival in spirit and carefree in 

temper. Rosh Hashanah from earliest time was cut of wholly different clotp. This is 

indicated to us by the two names by which the New Year's day is most often desig-

nated in the Bible. It is often called a , a day 

of remembrance, a day set aside for a thorough-going review of the progress which we 

have made in meaningful and mature living. It is a suggested occasion for a yearly 

personal inventory, an oportunity to give ourselves an honest report . on the care 

with which we have managed our lives. 

The milestone occasions of each year - birthdays, anniversaries, graduations and 

the like often inspire us to take stock. They offer us a convenient vantage point 
has 

from which to assess the past and plan for the future. Rosh Hashanah ll an advantage 

which is unique to itself, which it does not share with any other occasion. For 

the Rosh Hashanah challenges us to judge ourselves by another's eye. It is not only 

a matter of what we think of ourselves, but of what God would judge us to be. You 

will remember the mythology with which our fore-fathers encanpassed the me aning of 
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this hour. They pictured God familiarly as sitting behind a heavenly tribunal 

on which was placed a simple balanced scale. One pa.n of this ecale was white. 

Into it were placed our assets, the evidence which we had iven in life of 

integrity, kindness, courage, and love. posite was a black pan. Here were put 

our weaknesses, our bad habits, our mistakes, our cruelties. e watched with God 

as the scale was set free and the pans began to balance. The side to which it 

settled indicated the final summation of our lives. 

Substituting modern concepts for this ancient poetry, Rosh Hashanah is unique 

because it demands from us a repo ton our character which is both complete and 

unbiased. No fact is to be overlooked, no information is to be left out, despite 

our desire to protect our self-pride. We must admit to the ignoble and to the weak 

an~ to the willful, as much as we pride ourselves on the stron, the ood, and the 

true. We must judge ourselves not as we want to see ourselves nor s others see 

us but as God sees us. He jud es b one stand and only. He judges only whether 

our achievements have equalled our potential. At college we were ranked against 

our classmates. e were also ranked a ainst what the college believed to be our 

potential, based on past grades and intelligence tests. Some of us in our freshman 

year rated hi hly in comparison to our classmates, but were nevertheless called in 

br the dean because we were doing work below the standard expected of us. So it 

is in life; many of us have earned the respect of our cornmunitie$. Yet ho among 

us would be so presumptious as to feel that he could not have done more, that his 

talents could not have been used more understandingly, that his life could not have 

been used more profitably and that he have given more of himself to noble and 

worth-while causes. 

In life there is no such thin , as a rank index and no dean. There is no one to 

call us in when we are not doing the type of work of which we are capable. e must 

be ow own dean. Rosh Hashanah affords us a yearly oportunity to judge ourselves 

against ourselves. As we humbly evaluate the findings, for who can but be humble 
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when we realize how much we left undone and how much we did badly, we come to realize 

what new habits we must cultivate, what new disciplines we must adopt, what new 

standards we must accept. Out of this self-realization there is hopefully born 

determined resolution, the sure promise that we will put into practice the plans 

which come to mind tonight. As a Rosh Hashanah offers us an ------
opportunity to judge ourselves honestly, that we may become the canplete person 

that we want and ought to be. 

I spoke of two terms by which the Bible designates Rosh Hashanah. We have 

spoken of Rosh Hash an ah as a day of remembrance. It is also called a ----
____ , a day of summoning. The ___ _ is the call blown by the shofar in 

ancient Israel to summon our forefathers from their farms and their work-benches 

to defend their land and their people. 

It is the call to cooperative action for the general good. When in modern 

times we still blow this ancient instrument it is as a symbol to all who hear it to 

put aside whenever necessary their personal preoccupations and to undertake the 

common task of securing liberty and econmmic oportunity for all meQ. Whenever the 

forces of bigotry or brutality or cruelty threaten, the shofar sounds and reminds 

us of our higher duty,of the obligations we owe to our country and to mankind. 

~or this year it will sound in a world at peace. Th@re are no enemy troops threa

tening the gates. Yet its call is no less insistent. It is a summons to enroll 

ourselves with all groups who are attempting to recude human suffering and increase 

human oportunity. It is the call which summons us to be concerned with human 

values, with the rights of all men to his place under the sun, his right to vote 

or to be educated, to live where he wants to, to consider himself in all things the 

equal in rights of his fellow-man. It is the demand that peace and prosperity do 

not lead ~ us to ~cornplacency and that we use God's rich blessings to help the under

privileged and nourish the underfed, to instruct the illiterate and to free the 

enslaved. All men are not sharing equally in today's prosperity. The shofar 
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reminds us that we must seek for them and with them the one world of peace and 

opportunity which was the vision of the ancient prophets . 

.. 
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~l Mnay comnlain about Judaism that though its ethic is noble and 

exalted,it has lit t le to offer the indi~idual in the reamm of comfort 

and spiritual strength in hours of trial and tribulation. They comp are 

'-
the motheeyly care which other f 1-d t hs dispense wi t :t. 1 ts warmth and sure 

promise to our cold ethical imperatives.Now Judasim makes no bargains K 

with truth simply to make life more bearable for its adherents, but I 

would suggest that if we puruse its minor keys (as is our purposein the!B 

three lectures) we shall find real insight into the mach1nery of coping 

with sorrow and much help in this respect for our personal lives. 

This is especially true of the little book of poems which we are 

going to discuss tonight. They tell no story but a:EE as all good poetry 

~~ 
seek to talk directly to our e~i-Qns to awaken there the same feelings 

which move t he writier-These poems are elegies, laments-they deal with 

sorrow and misfotune - Let us see tonight bow the author copes with 

calamity and whether hi s reactions to it are psychologically valid and 

useful for all of us. 

MPY I give you some background befo:re we seek to answer the 

nhilosophic question. These five poe~s are called in En lish 'The Book 

of 1 amentations 1 after t he ir syle and content.In Hebrew their neme is 

simnly Eicha,how, The reason for this is t h8 t it was the practice of 

the synagogue to title books simpJ:y: by the word with which the y beeran 

ra:ther the:R by so~ a-J:'ctifiea:l-~b~-esnecially wt1en the first word gai.e 

some indic Rtion as to t he contents.Thus Bereshis,shemos etc. 

The style of these lines in typically Near Eastern- Poetyy of 

word st!"'ength artrl stress rather then rhymnli. Four of the five poems are 

actrostic-that is each of its lines begins with a succeeding letter of 

the alphabet. This was an invaluable a id in memorization ana insured th~ 

b.2~~ ~ 
the noems would not lii,8 only on some parchment in a library but in the 

- ~ ri II 

hearts and on the lips of the people repeate~ often to them by their 



professional singers nd balla ears.le b~ the war
1
still retain this 

uratice by h 8ving these verses recited in t he synagogue during the 

summ r f ast of Tisha be Av which commemorates the very disaster these 

lines arepeld to nortray. 

The five po P-ms seek to express the mood of am n who finds hims-
~\] the ruins of his home and count~y. 

el f surrounded~ n«xxxi11xa1fxbti:llxm:xm:x-,x There has been 

a catastrophic national disaster. As enemy occupies the land and has 

re duced t he once p 0 ou0 cities of Judea to rubble and has i mp ose ct heavy 

pena1t · es and bur .ens on all the inhabitan s.] any have been imp~isoned 

and exiled.All that the poet loved is s i mnly no more. There is some dout 

among Biblical schol ars as t o whic defe Rt is bein desccibed but it is 

generally believed tha it is the crowning bl 1w of 58 6BCE when Nebucaa

nezzar nd his Babylonian host devatJtated Judea, de stroyed the Tempe, x 

and left t he country in a comatose state from wh ich she ct id not begin 

t reawaken for al ost a century Drl until so~e of t he very exiles t hat 

'N'°' ~ r carrie away ha returned and b ought new life and str ength to 

helpless bones. 

Our tradition vould also like to ascribe authorship of these ve:m 

es to the re Ht prophet Jere--viia w o forsaw the disaster aad--wh8- thettgh 

~ foun h is peop leunwillin t change their policies before tt was too 
~ _.,......, V/1"~ ~~ ~o..,1) 

late--nevertheless neuer ~st his r re t l ove for 'tftem and ,~e indeed af-
t,, 

ter the fall spent his few remaining years with them in exile seeking t> 

soothe 1Jhe hurt and give allne1 i r e ason to hope.It would ad d to the 

stature of these lines if this were ,o ssible and also help us fill out 

our picture of this pro,het of sorr ow--but their are weighty rea::'. ~ 

doubtk the a::>cription, 8.lld--e~ - to hold t,, ·•1' the . ive poems are not,...,the 

wor of any one man but are a unity only by virtue of their t nought nd 

ou ose. ut these erudite discussionsneed not trouble us-what ia impor t 

ant for our purposes is not to be sure of the exact time and pl ece of 



t e evAnts refe re 
~~"--- ~ 

to, but the book' univ .., rsal tut. 

" 
Let me give you first a taste of the elegaic style of the 

whol b o r remembAr,however as I o that t anslation c n not begin 

to d o j 1 s ~ ice to the no e of Y')ddtic line. 

Bow lone ·l sits the ci y once so c rowde w t h people 
11e h s become 1 k wi ow ,once ~o r eat ong the natiions 

She that was a orincess a on the cities has become a vass 1. 

he r oads to ZJon morn without ilgrims to th fe sts 
All her ates are desolate, h r riests mourn 
Her aidens h a e been dr 2 ged off 1lile she i s left desolate 

To what can I _liken you,vVhat can I comnare with you,O daughter of 
Jerusalem 

at can I liken to you, rnh at Im y comfor t you, O virgin 
daugh er of Zion 

For you ruin is as vast as the sea, Who c heal you 

All who pass along the road laap their h ands in derision 
they hiss and wag their heads at t he daughters of Jerusale-
1 Is t h is the city that was called p rfPct in be uty,the joy of a 

all the earth' 
~ 

Th e ima ery throu ht these ive noe s and movin as an r in aD.. ., 

litt /rature. B t ht <listingu s es t hi s oetic lament is not only its 

artistry-but its restra·nt-the sp i ·it and fa i t that it 

th . o t s ho lies in uins.He hims l f is lan~uishin 

anifests. Juds
1 e 

in exile. et thEr 
I 

is no ild uncontrolled disp air, no nulling of hair, no revilin of ~od 

or the unlkind fates, no bloodthirsty cry of vengence on B~~J lon, no 

'-' ~ 1 e rr, b \ &J 

fe In that all this wa:s :-tr mistake that Judea was hounded and ~erseoutd 

wuthout arrant. No morbid expressions of self doubt and guilt. The poEt 

~ 
h~_.u~P-J.i§lt::~~t control of his feelings.Nor does he ever loose t ouch 

1th reality.There is honest grief .. penly avowed and expressed from t he 

de tbs of a an•s soul-yet nowheres does his grief make him less of a 

an or cause him to doubt his faith in God and in the fact that there :m 

re son ev n for suffering. Consider ith me ir you will these lines 

hieh I b lieve are the ~ost im~ortant in the whole work; 

Th , thou ht of my affliction nd bitterness 1s angu~sh and 
misery 



I am indeed thinkin of it and ram crushed in spirit 
But this I call to mind and so I have hope • 

That the mercie• of the Lord never cease and his oompassion 
never fails 

They are fresh every morning, great is his faithfulness ••. 

Thou h he cause grief yet will e have compassion according to 
the abundanc of h is grace. 

For he does not willin ly af~l • ct nor rieve mankind. 

Who is there that c n order anything into bein when the Lord 
has not c used it. 

Is it not by the decree of God Bhat good and evil co e 
Of what can livinF man com ain,each one realizing his sins? 

Let us,ther~fore, search and examine our ways and return to 
the Lord 

Let us lift up our hearts with our hands to God above 
e have transgressed and rebelled and Thou hast as yet not pard

oned us. 

As I understand these lines they exPress th1 s mood.To be ·in with there 

is a deep abid in fait h in '!od. This is reli ion's be rock. Th .. 11& -~s frlo 
~ ~ ~J 

answer re.Jidily a,.ta.~~le to the question that~ ing f Jrst to the mind6 
Nu ½._ Q, Qg_ ..,_,. ,eJ} C:.-. t • .G-.:.r- '--t 

of all r1ho are burt by life-How can nod have ermitte all tl, is to occw 

To t 1is question there never has been an ad : quate answer n~t will thete 

ever be. ~u t the poets-I 9 rael 1 s, faith is so sure of God and his goodn~ 
I 

that in times of nationald isast they question themselves and their 

s11ortcoming not God and his supposed fa i lin s. God does not willingly 

afflict nor rieve mankind. There must have been a reason-our rebellion 

from his moral law- our stiffneckedness- our lack of feelings of common 

decency and hu anity . 
.iluligk%.xxiK.tEC 

~KxtiKBXXlUIEDll t~ 
When grief and hur ~ afflict the ooet is sayingDwell only on it 

long enough to understand its extent-do not roll about in a morass of 

self pity. Do not seek to nravel them steries of life which even in 

your o .·t possessed moments are too much for you •. But learnt o use 

sorrow anrl hurt. In moments of pain turn thegaze am%x~u inward-ask the 

question by wrlP~ld a just ~od ave br u ht this upon e? Does e wish 

t warn to me forsake ,as of self · mue in? as I ever so true to His 



re uirem nts s to feel that God owes ~e anyt i gn better 10f what can 

livin man co palin,e h ith i bag e o s_ns?•Use sorrow. It 

dee ens our awareness of xih ~ at is ermanent,characterm spiritual 

stren th, moral courage, and ,hat v nity o er, wealth, ven health 

and secu ity. Use sorrow to broad n your under standin of lif ' true 
allow grief to 

di ensions-do not mK HllK overcome you . 

o you re eb r Goethe 's famo1 s line s wh!<ih start~~wer nie sien .. 

brad mit thr nen ass-they exuress th sa~e thou ht. 

o never are with teas ~i cl bread 
Nor throu h the sorrow laden hours 
Of ni t, sat weepin on his bed 

eknows y u not, 0 Heavenly uo res, 

Jr aism mak s no at i em t to eXT>lain misfortune-onl "TT to affiTm that what 
I 

see'11. S •1holl evil t us is art of ~oa' s nurpose and t , s can b us d by 

us to our benefi r if e aves f ficient f 1 ith and cou a e, Tbus prayer 

in t i111e s of e t e. s is called by t e p p ra e •Zmdduk ha din• a 

justification of ~&s juagm~ent. This s the pr yer of t h e healthy mincl. 
~~(..Q~~c-- ~ 

wh will not be broken by soorow but will grow more mature t rou h his 

expe e nee. 

h is then i 1 Jud ism ' ~ adtte~. Express your grief fully and well. 

Do not kee it bottle un and corroding. But as youexpress your grief 

seek its dee er meaning-seek rh tit can tech you about life and~~~ 
and 90st~iv~ly rITTrvaluate life 

th9se insight s to rebuild your being. bxoxxk.Ex~uaxaxpda.1mmtx~naxt 
That is he wa that in time all grief will be asuaged 1• or the m.erices 
~unlmxt uxliJi ·:ik•XJOlxmuxmixknJD1~I%:kmx*Xx•kll.xXaiq•kJx•x•xai.h 
o Gd never cease-they nre fashioned ane every morning, 
t 1-±--i~~~--a~~-----Wf.t.eljl.-

., 
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