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... 

We live out our lives surround ed by many comfor t in0 presuppositions , 

one such myth would have, s believe that juvenile delinquincy is not a middle 

class problem but manifests itself almost wholly in blighted ares where slums , 

r acial tensions , inadequa.te schools and recreational facilitie~ and the 

presence of any undesireables dult• combine tospawn the dissidents and mal

contents who m ke up or delinq int population. The control of juvenile 

delinquinc y becomes for us a police problem , a social agency f~oblem, a slum 

' clear ance p1,.,oblem--everyones problem bu Jc our own-- and • · ~ n.Qt ours 

children . It is hard to believe that here too delinquincy can be with us . 

There seems §lll!!lt-to be statistical proof for this feeling . ~e live in 

residential home owner areas which studies have shown tend to be relatively 
. ~-<u' y_P (µ,"I.-free of delinquincy, We are from a religious tradition which always ~rLs 

w~ c.tJ :, 11(,.b T'O C..1: f'ortr 
a surprisingly low figu --·e a.a::li .. 11118~ the precentage of its youngsters whose 

Fl'-E...5 
names appe r on police blotters or in detention home !'!$CO~~ . Yet , I submit that 

" 
anti soc i al behavior ma, manifest itself anywher es and in any group - wherever 

there are children .,rowing p . Stat i sti c s , as . on know often tell only part 

of the story . v~ben , for inst nee , we look at the surprisin 1 .. , low fi ure of 

re ported Jewish deli nq ints 1e sho ·- ld bear in mind that the J ewish comrouLity 

through its remarkable social service a~encies h s for a lon0 time now been 

concerned with reaching these children befo e they get to court--with providing 

them with adequate counsell i ng , ro p or individual therapy, and if necess ry 

the 

such st tistics take 

int o consideration t he fact that mi dle and upp er class parents are ofter able 
N"T fl.'( 

to keep their delinquint children ' s n es from offical ~ by romising 

the a thoritios that restitution will be made and that remedial c re will 
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be initiated privately . The mil tar f school oft·n ta~es the pl ce ot the 
detention 

~.x:niia home ana provides the oungst er and his family ith a ~~~~..e~~~~~ 

claok of anonJr ity . ecently an investiga ion c onducted b '"urphy, Shirl ey 

ntn0r s howed that less that 2/3 of the acts of c.1 elinquincy confessed to 

private coun sellors were officially kno~n to the poli ;e and that by an arge 

these unreported cases c me from middle or upper income areas . 
Too 

1 lh t I an1 s yi ng i s th t v e 
J, 

ve xxxtwkehood r eason to conc ern I 

with t he tensionsof adol escense-the tensio ·which somet imes errupt 

d 

in delinquint beh vior . We benefit , o~rf.Wirs e , fDom a more s table and perhaps 
'.re benef i t ;to cer t a ::.."' de r8e from a ,..rel , t r d . v/1; -:!1 empb [ sizes the i ntegri t :y 
~ w~~rf-A~~~~ n ·d co, . nit / ir·ie benefit from the f t ~ th , t perhaps 
of t ne f rnily unit 
slightly .:, re ter propeution of p en ~s ·•qve in t~is a r e a,:.the opportunity and 

t he 
I t,.,ay ~ • 

bil 1-ty to activel ..r co,. c 0 n them:~e lve s 'J ith providing helpful g11 id nee . But ,. 
j 1veni l e delinq incy is r lso our problem and in this d y when the incidence of 

tenn a e cr ime is tisin at a rate f ive time s r , ter then the corre sponding 

inc re . s e i n the n ,,mber of teen agers w-=-: do ·vell , 

rethinkour parent 1 rnd cornmu al onl i gat i ons. 

believe , to sob~rl ,r p us e G' 
' 

·~at then in juvenile delinqu inc y? The word f elinquint comes from the 
\ I 

L tin de ffiffi nquo ¥hich means simply falling a ay . It is ta .en to des cribe a -
pattern of behavior oft the p rt of ado le s cents which falls , aw y , re be ls ag 

. 
6 

the accepted c 1 stoms and o their s oci ety . Unu lly, ·1 e 

r cognize t r"' is behavior only w en it t kes the f orr.1 0 1 some over t act - the 

destructi on o property, theft , hoodlumism, : ut there are other forns of 
1v 

w y-equ lly revec l ing in t erms of a youngster 's -a@~~t,M:,e'fjHr-~:bur-.1.-.J;~;;t:""te::S:B . As 
/\, 

an ex mple ·e mi ht cite tne chi ld vho t {es on the mas _ o 

in iffs r nee i s hool 
., 

a a tho e 

ct . 

Societ r has been pla ued with juveni le elinq i:1c:r since .L.he ~ n of 

civlliz tion- since inf ct C in~ r"t too· it to mind to ~is p os e of Abel . 

n Ro~·n history ou· d • i th descriptions of 

r ul ed the back stre ets of Alex ndri or Ro e 

g ncs olfioyoung touchs Yi 

nd who t times de r l ed ev the 
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emperor ' s le ::i ions . Do yo1 reme ..,.,_be r the hoo 111 ms wro 

in ~r ic ~en ts brilli nt port~ay of Lo on 
\V ~j~ ~6V ~ 

h ·ndr ed ye'"' rs a~o~Oliver _· ist? 

Our own t_adition cont ssions of the s~me sort . T: e Talmud r n rts ... 

the m 1 sings of a third century r b.,i , one wl e zer bcr Simeon, to ',he effect th , t 
Q,..a..,,p 

it is ecsier now tor ise a crop of olives in the ,..J '"'st ,~ l nd~ o·· GLl i llee tha t it 
" 

is bo r aise a s in; l e upright son anywheres in the whole 1 nd of rJr~cL The 

J,1i , r ct s i.1 a 1 so mus t have be en r e f 1 e ct ing a cur re r1 t prob 1 c,m v hen it exp 1 , ins Es au t S 

rebellimus nature by 1 . . c aiminL~ that the fault lies . t~ Wl. L'1 Abraham who allow-
f\N/'tfttu' 

ed him to i th the city t oughs , t drug store co 1bovs 
u 

I\. 
rt.i,-r~c k- '*A-~ 0 ~ , ~l...<... / "' "-. should have b d to his time:; Jtudying s pen 

t- heder . 

Or g nized societ ·,r a l ways has been plagued wi th d ·: linquincy. rrhis is no t 

surprising . 7verL oner ati on h ____ s 
(] i, 

porti __ f f t.-eble 

minded , h i 0 hl y tr cti le , easi l y l eacl and mis l e( d you~gs t e- s , :.Jvery rrr oup has 'oun 

t h t ~ certain < of its ouths devclo., fo r hsi rl ol psycholo 0 i~ 

illnesses of a e lt s ions r ;:r n -ture \\'h i r;:... 1 

'F A 
w~~ IPl.l-~.;;;;;J..,w..u..:.J.J.J.~ 4'.:!'"-t~-=1:--~; ........ ~-~~~.::.......a-4~a, . .Jlr_,. _ __ _ • T"i h ' on . ~very g--:oup as oee pl gued 

1Ni th irrespons • 1 1 or inade uato r rents w'10 ":)ecauGo o:' ph.'"sic 1 l i11i t tions , 
~~ 

hc r~ful addictions , ~ rso~al mal ad justments , ~~~~~~~~~~~ sm 
f\ 

th~ in -~~ _10 are unwi lling or unable to provid e for their 
() A- <.. ts.· f l l'f~-> 1t,N T,h:' ...,_ r A ,II e StN--S ( L 

chi ldr en a home whi ch vi ll teach them ~111['3 - d st andards of con uct . 
,"\ 

Ever : soc ety h s b · en for ed t o develop external a~d lnternal me~ns of 

copinc with this prot lem. • ost ready to hf}.nd is , of course , re course to simple 
OF Wt4t'-H fttn T~uv,vD><.~1n(c:_l i(e:S ~ 

force . The ancient penalties ~lie-~~ Ben sorer wnoreh 
'1 

e rebellious and intract-
(.,,f',H /J(j rt\-\( f/ ~ ,S /111' Eal(. }ffk ft. ~ 

ble son are quite strict . In m n early societi es the y include bani shment nd 
n 

even death . ~ut men , t1inkin3 ~en , qui c- 1 saw t hat force and f ear were no t 
-o ~~ \F" 

eno1ghk . N.r@oi~ii(iiili"e no t curat ive and sMdom preventative . he Ten cornmand .ents for 

instqnce b ses ohedience not on fea ~ut on love . In Israel , i n Greec e elsewhere 
l,~ --.v~ Lou<..( \a.a. eu..« e> ~ plu '-- D • l.v 

experiements er be g n to ~s ~e ) f b oad ~ • g the educ tional base , ~pe r mit ting 

fr r er o port uni f o the (t'j:::8:1:i~~,..:;i_..c of t 1 .nt , J..k ·- h si zin ) :in 11 e. b cin 
A 

r li :i o1s disci 
.. , 
, ~e-encent ,;. S the 'in 1 
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bulwark against dobi litat;ng urbanizat-~ on,"1bringi.J-ove into mtutal pla _:r ~n the 

parent child re l ationship . A11d out of all the se experiements men acme ~radually 
...... 

to see t ha t delinquincy , infinet l y complex though it is, reflects primaril~
1 

v,z 

'-'r-\i" _~ need k.-.-u a.c«,dt..,.._v-~ t:5 ,a. :'.'X~~ e.- ....J;::;.r.-JJ,.,J 
,~,4- single ,cornmon , shared expereince tho Ulll>[~ .Cl • - • 1' " . • 

1 i 
~~ d • ~--~ t. tsl,,,O~~ .J..L,__(L.,d ~,o • -. 

s . ,. : ~e-R .. _ im . Delinq J.inc·,y- is me· ely ~ evidence that 
t;z' l~ ,,~~ ~ Q b,.__,,:t.. ~ 

a certain child has failed ~ ----·£-~ommo-...... e~ ..... 1 , aali sinp; this ~= men were 

able to aslr B. q les tion ~eh eJ.,.evf 1t'fa ri no·:. before pQi~~ . II0 w ·."1uch is the child at 

fa 1lt a.nd ho-w mu.eh the soci et y?,, · • . Perhaps the societ v ' S 
tA..>--~u "cr~...:1 ,~af-L◄ •--~ · --1" ~ ~~ .'t( ~~ b; ~ GL.~~ • 

values re inaddquate , re s tricting , perverte~ ?erhaos the society lacks institut-

i c,ns which can stimulate and he l p the child to adjust - f or he can ,1ot( to use a 

Churchillian phr as e) go it alone . Perha: s we ought t o ask when vve think of 

juyeni l e delinquincy not only wnat is vrong with this or tha t child(and hence 
"a~~ "-

limit ourselves to v ~ ..::t;-.--A-.a-=~:e.~s ) but also how did ~ 

social environe · nt fail him and reduce him to anti social behavi or( ai1d hence 

what can we do to prevent a re lapse on h is part or urevent others from falling 

in similar fashion , 
~ 

There ar e ma:.1y studi es whi ch seem to confirm this new view point . Ther e i 

a high correlation between anti social behavior en the par t of children and the 

fact that they come fr om unhappy , dis organized , unc oncerned or broken homes . The 
' 
~ 

home in probably the aj or so r·ial a:1.1-O0 i ~, ,.:h ·i ch the ch~i.d lives , If the h 0me is 

the child m2y ~ever discover 
i' illed with fr iction and confusion .t~~«XXE~nxd succ es s ful 

w1,....,,..,~ e,,- -f ~, 

means of coping wi th these relationships , ·' ..:i J pare ts \~ alt ernate between 

moments of unpredica t ble kindne s s and moments of unpredi ctable puns.shment1 hms 
growt h towards an ~ntegrat ed persona l i ty wi ll be stunt ed , Feelings of loneline s s , 

inadequ ac y and guilt will become his c anapnions . ihere will be a rea l need to 

rel ease these emotions and society may be the sufferer . 

There is also a sharp rise of de l inquincy in ar~ a s which are f illed with 

economic , racial or relig ious l> 9nsions . Here the child f inds that c ertain acts 

of agre s s i \1~- anti socail behavior , will be applauded by i;ds.ooo gro ~n- ups if they 
'\\ I I 

are direct ed against ilCne undesireable grouµ and suppl y the ad ·lt with vicarious 

release f or his won hate.sJ. Hi s environemnt inst e ad of firmly di sciplining all 
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We lead for the most part lives bathed~ oppo~!'1nity and hope 
the long intr icate~ De. 11 ,1-;, rl, "'-"-

It is difficult for us to appreciate/mi-Be, keiyet! prayers,., by means of 
feel; wr, .S ~/Jon 

which our tbrefathers expressed their ne ■ctio~• t~ the long unfriendly 

centuries.We have dropped many such payers as ho elessly maudlin. e no 

l onger even understand the pathetic dignity which clothed the/ack 

frocked . ilgrim as he poured out his peoples woes before th(ruins of 

our once proud Temple.We think of t he wailing vall with its bands of 
'13 ,r- I 

T~ ~ I I .~. ?. '~ : ~ V n-VI. ,.. L 
professional ourners as a strange quaintness which we have outgrwon 
like r 
~ the clothes of childhood. / 

Born into a age of hope where the future is bright with a 
~ 

promise our own two hands will build
1
it is neigh impossible for us to 

0..-~ ~ ~ 
plaoe ~el~fJS lnte the slow eternity of dispair which surrounded our 

f ~thers. timb.x«~BllDlax Their world which was lived in an aura of quiet 
~AJIJ 'b ~ ~J ~ 

grief end quiet faith wi~ its messianic hope an - ~mystical overtones 

is for us to use the phrase by whic t he ew r k Tiaes announced the 

death of Gerbrude 8 tein 'dead, dead, de ~ds That this is so is a tribute 

to t l e predominately optimistic and t his wor dly context of Jewish thoue,t 

which the finest minds of our people never deserted~ ~~: 

S() Judasim emerged from the centuries witheut ~•-1?@117,.. ps~al 
f\,1'1# ~ ~-Q{Jdi 

__.~gars-ever the p~etlftic healthy mined faith of the prophet .That is g, 

" good.But thene is also a danger in being tooeager to cast aside all the 
r"""""-~C-.. .Q~" --4 w~r~ '-O(~d ~ ;/h 

" spiritual insight b ; me2ns of whioh Jewi. oeped with sorrow and misfortU\ 

• 

Each of us certainly experieroes grief and unpleasantness in hi person 

al life--a nd we who have ~ivee throughthe decirnat-·~- O.OO--COO sun

o_w..ell not i.o 

b~ too smuggly s~u e, 
I 

\ In othe wor s no\ atte w m st be 
i-_o..~ ~ 

prepare - r 

i;;;~s~ c-... 

c:.-... ~ CS¢ 
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In the heyday of British colonialism,it was a commons ying among 

Rudyard Kipling's inyellectual isciples that the sun never sets on the 

British .Jmp i re.To which boast those who were not so convinced of the unlimited 

blessing of such r ule would add'the sun never s e ts upon the British &lpire 

because God would never trust the British in the darkJ 

English l ife has aleays had an international aspect.So h as our Jewish 

flith and practice. S-rr0agogues exist in most of nthe countrie s of our world. 

The eternal light and t he ark have been almost as ubiquitous as the St George' 

cross. 

Last year we in the United States celebrated the tercentenary~ the 

300 anni ersary of the first settlement by 23 Jews in our land.T~is year 

the Jew·· sh commu _ity of Great Britain is in turn celebratin its tercentenary

the 300 anniversary of the resettlement of Jews in her territory. As we used 

our celebrat ion both for rejoyving and for stick taking and planning-So the 
. 

Angl-Jewish community is t h is year making thanks to God for 300years of 

peaceful and prosperous livi ng and making plans dor a more active and mor e 

meaningf ul Jewish re l igious and community l ife in the years that lie ahead. 

1/hen the Je v1 s came to New Amsterdam, the walked onto l and which our 
English 

corseigionists had never before trod. N0 t so with the/Jewish immigrants of 

1656. There has been small Jewish communities in England during the early 
oJ 

middle ages. Many had c<hme over with illiam the onqueror. Net,er extensive 
..., 

in numbers-and subject alwa7s to a rigidly circumscibea life-according to the 

usual Medi eval restriction-these Jews maintained themselves until 1290-when 
ordered their expulsion 

~ ward the Congessor/feeling that their continued presence was disturbing 

the Christian loyalties of h~s subjects a nd under pressure for the merchant 

and baon · a1 clas s who wanted no competition in the economic sphere. From 1290 

to 1656 England was official Judenrein-uncontam nated by the presence of 

unbelievers. Shakespeare when he satarized the Jew Shylock in the Merchant of 

Venive had probably never met a Jew. 

few came in anri ng the 16th century-but never openly admitted their 
... 

faith. They were 1Aronnos-officially baptized C tholics-ex Jews who frs ■#eg 
"' 



had either been forcibly baptized in .Pain or Portugal or w o had volunatily 

one to the font to escape the exile ecrees and per )ecution of 1490 and 98 

in these most Chrisitlan of countries.Generally, , ven when such men rose to 

high position in the church 



Dear Friends, the high moment of our Kol Nidre ritual was reached when we 

pleaded with God, • J.-J( 'lb...;) ·/_; f )n,,.. •Uf n ~Q • Bear with us, pardon us, forgive 

us. For the spirit of this beautiful prayer for divine forgiveness captured the 

vital essence of our Atonement message. 

It will, 1 believe, be fruitful if we examine this doctrine of forgiveness 

to ascertain •hat is involved in it and how it came to play such a dominant role in 

our worship. The answer lies partially in the feeling that when we do not follow the 

will or God, ~e are not realizing or living up to our full capabilities and capacities; 

and have in some measure aggrieved our Creator who endowed us with these talents. Dur

ing the past year our failures and limitations, our discarding or laudable ideals for 

selfish aims, destroyed the fundamental harmony between God ani ourselves, or, as the 

rabbis put it, raised a G');) "\ qc, barrier of iron between Him and us. Realizing 

that this estrangement has taken place, we turn to God on this..., our Holiest of days, 

asking for forgiveness, seeking the opportunity to recapture the lost harm&ny and ef

fect a reconciliation. 

Our ritual of repentance and atonement serves to make us aware of our limita

tions. As we confess our sins, we are forced to face up to our failings and aclmowlerige 

our faults!~e realize that God needs more tangible proof of our sincerity than prayer 

alone. The fault lies with us and forgiveness will be granted only when we have mended 

our ways by purifying our desires and ennobling our thoughts. 

The rabbis described the man who bad repented of his mistakes am reformed 

his life as possessing anew a clean and pure heart. When there is amendment, then 

there is complete forgiveness. If the atonement is sincere, a wholly new and better 

personality can be created, one surer of its goals, nobler in its concept of duty, 

more unswerving in its adherence to divine moral precepts. Indeed, our sages were 

not exaggerating when they wrote: 

/~ ~ n ...J) ~.._') ~ f-')& ~ Ir a man 

<.J's;;) :i> '';;),),;, f .n' ft /J -"'' r' G i>P ... # r.J) r 18 r 
iu 

redirects ,.his thoughts and deeds, God helps,,..-..• 

f )1m a new and finer character , f'ar ht 
/\ 
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If we can secure God's forgiveness, we have won for ourselves great blessing. 

If we can satisfactoril)' refora our lives and adhere to such a resolve, then we have 

the pranise of divine forgiveness. But it is not of God alone that we must seek forgive

ness. Equally important indeed, a necessary pre'liminary to any divine pardon, must be 

the practice of forgiveness between man am his fellowmen. 

Our forefathers, before they would enter their synagogues for this Kol Nidre 

Service, were wont to circulate about in thilr communities, asking forgiveness of 

every person they had wronged, offerded or slighted during the year. If they bad 

caused damage, then they sought to make restitution. If it was only that feelings 

had been hurt, then apologies were readily forthcoming to prevent coatinued bitter

ness./.rhere is in this very gracious custom the necessary supplement to personal 

atonement. When a wrong has been done, it cannot be undone merely by saying, "I re-

pent me of it." For others have been hurt, e repentance is purely ,. personal emotion. 

Atonement, -~i, Ip is a state of mind, while a sin is a completed act which has its ef-

fect on others as well as on ourselves. Our contrition and sense of shame must be ac-

companied with a resolve to right the wrong as best we can. This is our responsi-

bill ty to our fellowmen. If an injury has been causai, then money, at tentiol'\ care -

whatever the injured party re~uires - must be forthcoming. But most important, a 

hurt must not be allowed to rankle and fester. Hatred, a,nger, personal animui,must 

be prevented from spreading. Petty slights must not be allowed to become life-long 

quarrels. 

Forgiveness, therefore, calls attention to the understanding ard the tolerance 

which people must 't.°;i't%f if they will li~ successfully together. It reminds man that 

eve-ry act he ...... is intimately bound up with the lives of many others, that he is 

responsible for its results to them as well as to himself. Only the man who has re

alized this will ask for forgiveness. The self-centered person, the man bound up in 

a world of petty plans of his own will never think of the harm he may be causing others. 

He cannot help but be thoughtless of others' feelings an:l insensitive toward the hurt 

he may have caused. 
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An ordered, peaceful society of such men would be impossible. When each man 

pursues his own destiny, regardless or those about him, he can only come into friction 

with them. If he is successful, all whom he used ruthlessly will despise him, and if 

he fails he can but be envious and jealous or those who seem to have prospered. In 
) 

either case, he will net be a happy man, nor will society benefit from him. 

Our .fathers, by thW f.&e gracious custan, reminded us or the tact am the 

consideration, the thoughtfulness am the dignity with which each person must act to

wards his .fellowman. Every decision must be weighed, not only by its possible bene

fits to us, but in light of how it will affect others. 

I am afraid that we often shortsightedly take others for granted. We look 
I 
on the world as do children who can see no further than those few which immedi-

ately surround them, and feel because of that,.,, that they are the center of all things. 

'Tn.lfT All was created for their benefit. They measure everything in the light of whether 
.._,.,: tl~ ~ (. 

or not it satisfies thea, and no need to take the feelings or others into con-

sideration. In children, we call this self-centeredness immaturity. 

Maturity, on the other ham, recognizes that the world is not ours alone, but 

belongs to hwidreds of millions like us azd must be shared equally with ·them. Maturity 

grows out or humility, out or the recognition tm.t we would be nothing and could ac

complish nothing were it not for the labors of others. We are raised by parents and 

owe them our love ard affection for the care they lavished on us, for the talents 

they brought out in us. llany others have contributed to our welfare - teachers, 

doctors, friends. To these, too, we owe a profound debt. We are surrounded by ob

jects created for our use by those we may never have seen. We are protected by those 

we may never know. We are educated by facts painfully won by those long gone. We 

would be nothing and have nothing, except for the grace of others. Yet sometimes 

elated by some small personal success, we forget this debt. We become absorbed in our 

small goals and petty plans, in our search for success, and excl\Xle from our vision 

all thought of others. We become thoughtless, inc8nsiderate. We forget to be tactful, 
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and we easily lose our patience, and in so "2:!Di, we disrupt iks CJ -...ric. We 

treat others only as 'i eans to an end, as pawns in our battle for success. We fail to 

treat others as fellow human beings and consider only what use they can be to us. Our 

goals become power or the acquisition of wealth or the gaining of success, ~ten, even , 

if this demands that we sacrifice a home filled with love or a circle of true friends. 

Our age, I a.111 afraid, is particularly guilty of this fault. We have exalted 

self-reliance and personal initiative. and have made success the concept of winning 

in the battle of life so important that many of the lessons of social living have been 
f 

forgotten. From the time a child am is urged to get the best marks or 

else to exce41 in some particular sport;until he enters life, determined to be tops in 

his field, to out-do and out-st~p all others, he is trained to §eancb for success ~D 

victory. 

Mu.l of the psychological disorder of our age can be directly attributed to 

this wrong emphasis on winning, for as in any effort, there must be a winner and a 
; • 

loser, so in life, which is based on the fiercest of competition, frustration of all 

types will ever plague the unsuccessful. A feeling of inferiority will accompany him 

throughout life, discoloring all about him. Nor does the victor escape scot-free. 

Success may go to his head and he may forget how to live with 1'!1119t.-e•----..i. But 

A more often, cft■x the exertion or the battle leaves him tired.,...ia1 shell of a nan un-
" 

able to enjoy the victory be won so dearly. 

Healthy, normal living is a product of mutual cooperation(or lending a 

helping band to others whenever they need it, so that when we are in need, they may 

~"" ,.,T orr 
~success gained at the expense of another, but~, fa the enjoyment or com-

aon 
o 

laborJ"NO .,.. ll\ «- (.Ori\~ ..... , C!)N£ tt, t ,A..lil. 

One of the early Revolutionary flags, you will recall, bore the motto, !Don't 

tread on me." It might be well if we looked on all people as bearing such a sign about 

their necks. Don't tread on me. I'm a person just as you. i haue a, 1tbi:'iiGBB a:nd J 
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JP t1,i• •- I also must live and fulfill my destiny. I, too, am a creature of God. 

I am not here merely to be a link on a production line for your benefit. I was not 

created merely for your service. I, too, have ambitions and talents. I, too, want 

to love and to be loved, to lead a secure, a happy life. I am not a pawn in au; elf 

your plans, but an equal. Your desire for personal success, to get as far as you can, 

lloreover, very few men have been i>le to achieve singlehandedly their ambi-
1 

tions. We spoke p~a•ie•i!y of the advice, aid and comfort we often need from others. 

We need also the protection which the love of others affords us when the fortunes of 

life turn against us. Sometimes men of great talent have achieved nothing and have 

died feeling that society had conspired against them because they had never learnM 

how to get along with people, and found, when they needed help and turned to their 

fellowmen, that they had built up against theJDSelves a reservoir of animosity, and 

that no help was forthcoming. 

An American poet, Edward Arlington lobinson, understood this need for aid 

of frustration and futility a man gets who 
l, 

r;ll'-&.K&-IM.-.1-1'0~P~•YRilit•i•O~R••from his fellowmen 
~ ..... '-'~-

I 

"The man who goes too far alone goes mad in one way or another." 

Slowing down the pace of our lives would, 

of the ppparently lost art of social living. Lord Chesterfield was right when he wrote 

to his son, "Friendship is a slow grower.• Better understarding is a product of a 
• •1\.,_.. Al 

thousand meetings and a thousand exchanges,,,,. peoples. It needs diligent and cariful 
N O .__ 

~ I 
care, something tbs• ■ r•Pot hr afforded in a world where haste and speed are the aom-

"' I, inant motif, and where the accepted philosophy is that the race is to the swiftest. 

Gallantry and chiiah-y may seem to be dated; yet they represent an attempt to social
~C.:O,rV'E "1i l I rt S 
~ ~ 

ize man, to force him to exhibit a certain consideration of others. GIJf Mcy act• 

as a break to the self-centered ;y. We might well impose on ourselves so• 

such discipline. We might well tie a mental string around our finger to remind us to 
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In ancient Israel any vow made to God had to be paid in full or else 

the man who had made such a pledge could not hope for God's mercy on this 

Judgment Day. The Rabbis recognized that a man might make a rash promise 
'\ S• or completely forget promise , he had made-. T.hi§_ .. onnula was devised that all 

men might walk with a pure heart before God. written for an excellent ur

pose; yet how many more vital themes are contained in our Yorn Kippur liturgy. 

Nevertheless, these are . the words which are clothed so majestically; these 

are the words whose melody keynotesthe service and give its name to our even

ing worship hour . 

Strange , is it not, in what an artist sees beauty. It is recounted 

that Michelangelo created his immortal statue of David out of a block of 

stone discarded as unfit by the builders of the Cathedral of ilan. 

How much more the music means to us than the text. What images it con

jures up before our eyes - thoughts much more profound than the words . The 

theme reaches our heart and plays upon its strings . InstinctiveJ.y, intuitive-
.iw-t 

ly, directly we f eel and understand. 
~ 

the meaning of the music . 

h,tA~ 
The words do not IA le fron our senses 

In the same way that we sense the Kol Nidre's true meaning, so too do 

we understand God,though logic helps man to purify and elevate his concep-
• ~ 

tion of • Basically, men are religious not because they _... God, but be-

cause they feel Him. Our emotions tell us of Him. ·ve sense His being in 

life, in nature, in the moral order of the universe , in a melody which cap-
~ 

tures the rhythm of the sphere,.t of a human soul searching and serving. When 

God is such a living reality, then religion is full , real, and emotional. 

Such a faith can guide and inspire men; for the God we sense intuitively is 

a God of warmth and light , is alive and vibrant . While a God who can bear

rived at only after long, hard hours of philosophic speculation must ever re

main cold and distant . 
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Do you remember the story of the famous Rabbi of Lodi who was known 

throughout the Pale for his wisdan and scholarship? It is told that one day 

he preached a particularly obtuse sermon on th~ ,aimonidean proofs of the 
w £«. \.-ORUI N 1-Z.4' 0 

existence of God. It was al& g 1 scholarly talk; yet when the Rabbi was 

through and glanced up from his paper, he saw about him a sea of bewildered 

faced. They had not understood. The Rabbi thought for a moment and then he 

began to sing. It was a wordless song of longing and faith - of man's out

groping towards God and of the glories of the Divine Presence. Now the con

gregation understood his sermon. For now he had spoken to them of their God -

of a living God in whom they had faith. ( £...._- .,' ~ ........ .,. -~ 

Through the ages it has been this essentia y mystic knowledge by which 

men have arrived at their faith. '\Ve cannot prove God rationally; we cannot 

separate God from the universe for he transcends it. But we can know God, - -
know Him as a living, vital force; know Him as surely as if we had seen His 

very presence - for the music of our souls instinctively rising and searching, 

praising and describing, tells us of ~im in wordless melodies. 

I speak to you of the mystic basis of religious thought and feeling for 

I believe that as we take stock of ourselves and our faith tonight., we will 
Or' 

find that it is a fact:11111 toward which we need pay more attention. 

Just over a hundred and fifty years ago the Jews of Western Europe were 
, ... d\16, k 

allowed to break d 1 the ghetto walls in which they had been penned for over 
1''1\C. 

six hundred years. A new spirit held sway in Europe. This was the era of Err 

lightenment, of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, of the philosophies of common 

sense. Above all this was the Age of Reason. Reason was making man nature's 

conqueror; reason was writing new constitutions, was dictating what of tradi

tion should be kept and what rejected. All over Europe reason proclaimed all 

men to be equal; the Jew to be the equal of any other man. 



-4-

With the Emancipation that phase of Judaism which had been geared to the 

ghetto existence was no longer fully satisfactory. There were new problems 
,-.- ----- ' ,,,,,_ __ , "'"'14,A,.J. ~ lV'A.ILJ ~ 

of adjustment to be faced. To heal the bruises and wounds of a despised and 

oppressed people, to provide comfort and solace, to surround them with in

numerable customs which might help them forget their low station in the eys of 

man and remember their dignity and worth in God's eyes, to protect and pro

vide for -

There were new needs. Greater freedom from the maey regulations of 

religious life that the Jew might take his rightful place in the business 

and cultural worlds. Out-worn, out-dated beliefs and customs which appeared 

as gross anamolies under the bright lights of the Age of Reason had to be dis

carded and revised. Judaism had to be re-explained ihat its members educated 

now, not in the Talmud and Midrash, but in Descartes, Spinoza and Kant might 

understand. It was right that all this sh uld be done . 

For just as a ship which crosses the seas acquires barnacles on its hull 

which often imp8:ir its efficiency and speed, so, too, Judaism, or any other 
>~v-.&.ots 

pattern of life, as it tgrmµgh the ages becomes overlaid by popular 

customs and practices which sometimes lie so thick that the hull, the basic 

changeless principles are lost from view. It is the prophet and reformer who 
I 

must ever shoulder the task of refitting the ship of religion, of seeing that 

Judaism's true message and meaning are never completely obscured. 

Those basic changeless principles of our faith which are sufficient for 

men's guidance and inspiration at all times had to be separated again from 

those practices which served only the needs of medieval Jewry. How well this 

could be done, how quickly and effectively this necessary _.. adjustment could 
VEL<.._ 

, be made would determine how Ai~ Judaismw.o,a)d hate meet all the stresses 

and challenges of the modern world. 
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Our faith has been called an f'~f}. ~ - a tree of life - an eternal, 

undying tree. But lil"e all other trees, it must be constantly tended arrl 

cared for, and the dead branches must be pruned that the live ones may have 

room in which to grow. 

The pruning was done judiciously and with great care by dedicated religious 

leaders. They were careful to cut away only the dead branches whose remaining 

no longer enhanced the tree 1s beauty, but quite to the contrary, endangered 
h LT~• lftr 

the growth of other parts. For they knew that Reform was still a re--
ligion and wo, ld need all the implements of a faith; customs, ceremonials, a 
-
rich home ~ife, prayers, and hymns in order to appeal to its worshippers and 

tie them to one another and to their faith. 

For a religion must always satisfy the senses as wellas the mind. It mutt 

speak at all times to the soul in terms which the emotional, spiritual nature 

of man can understand. Interm.s of love of God and of the universe, in terms 

of inspiration and vision, in terms of inner eace and well-being. 

Yet here and there over-zealous horticulturists let their zeal for the 

new and the modern and the rational lead them into cutting away the live with 
~-~ cL.. '""ca- J., .... ,. . 

the dead. And they left but a bare trunk. They spo~e to their young people 
A . 

of prophetfCidealism, of social justice, of human brotherhood, of philan-

thropy, but not of· the spirit and soul of the Jewish people. Their youth 

agreed, but their lives were unchanged, their hearts unmoved. Cultural human

ism spoke to them in much the same theme, and beside Judaism, was restrictive. 

Had the faith of their fathers noth:ing~ to offer? 

When they were explained God as transcendent, yet immanent; as existent 

and yet non-esixtent; as being of the essence of time and yet timeless; as••~• 

jc created and yet permitted man free will; is it any wonder that they were 
1'~1' 1~4lY ttc..,o~y 

puzzled and doubted. Such explanations at their best are unsatisf'Aill;. In 
4'Ji. 

their zeal for modernity they had broken the mystic ties which have ever bound 

Israel to its God, and where such communities existed, such a cold rational 
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belief could not help but prove unsatisfactory. 

We wonder today how some of our young men and women can look at Judaism 

and criticize it from what appears a detached po:int of view. Products of 

Jewish homes, they yet look on their faith with doubts and misgivings. They 
~ 

were taught of their people, but were never made to feel one with them. Its 

past was but another people's history; its religious literature but one among 

many; its religious leaders but members of a larger group of right-minded men . 

and women. For them Judaism was I 1:>a.re, uninviting 3 ddii.ltt The richness and 

warmth of true religious life, of true Judaism was never made thS.:S . 
,,,.----

Real reform never broke so completely with the past, never discarded 
• ~ 

prayers and customs an:i hrms as unnecessary window dressing. 

the rich traditions of our people, customs and practices which sanctified 

life, songs which told of man's longing and searching for God. Reform lead

ers realized thct the rational mind could only o so far; beyond a pomnt
1
it 

needed to be complemented ~y idealism an!llraith an~oral courage. The mys

tic ties which speak to man's soul are as important as the rational logic 

which appeals to the mind. 

Better far than a thousand lessions learnt by rote is a single song of 

our people in a child's hear_t./ As we take stock tonight we can profit greatzy 
; 

by remembering that it is custom and tradition which binds our people one to 

another and to God. If re vrould raise young men and women strong in faith., 

proud and not apologetic of their origin, - home school and synagogue must 
I ..A 

unite to bind again the mystic ties. If in later years a child can look back 

happily to the subdued joy of the Sabbath meal., if he can remember the quiet . -----
and yet exhilarating feeling of a congregation at prayer; if a child can re

member these beauties of his faith - to doubt will be difficult., to depart 

impossible . 
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The year is 1938. 
The scene araaw-The A erican embassy 
M,,sic suggestive of the approaching Nazi hordes is heard off stage. 
At a desk center stage sits a young,neatly attired attache. In an outer 
office sit a crow of tired eyed men and women some clutdhing young childr 
to them. 
One is admitted. Fourtyish-an unpressed business suit-he has th e air of 
an ovefowrked but financially insolvent doctor. ' Please,sir, I would 
like to enroll my wife and three children for immigrant visas to America! 
The young diplomat har ly looks up. He has heard this request repeat 
a thousand times each day.•Sorry, are l l sts are filled for the next 
twenty yearsJ 
The petitioners sho lders sag. It was expected but the cords of death 
h~ve just tightened about him a bit na,q;~ ~\o~s!t"u• H~s body star~ght~n~. 
Life flows back into his eyes. He tur ns once again to the merican •s"1ould 
I come back in the morning or the afternnon7 

.... 
e do not laugh. r is humor is too tra ic and gris•ly.Yet it is humor 

none the less and lt helped lighten what was undoubtedly an impossible 
situation for both men. 

The J~w ijad entered a petitioner-begging.He left uns•tisfied-but still a 
man.H mor had helped him conquer an impossible situation. 
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