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So Rosh Hasbanah reminds us that Just as ID&ll precipitated 'Ml& tension am 

e insecurity a: ••••111111.,,., so, too, be can -~■i",-::t.I:,j' • ••rld 
o ~ , c..rt•F[ i "~ 0 Cl t1 
~ peace. There is then hope.~il.tiliil_.. ___ ,_:tl,. But lib any bali11111r" we need a 

.. 
plan - s c.,me guide, some understanding of the forces which surge end fir about ua. 

" The Psalmist or old understood this basic need for knowledge and tor understanding 
I ~ I r 

when he wrote, ? , ::> 1-=> . , , ',..J,., o • •Teach ua to nuaber our c:la7s 

that we gain for ourselves a heart of wisdoa. Help us to distill knowledge out ot -the past. Aid us to gain an appreciation ot tba world about ua, eo tbat baTing 

arrived at some understanding of llte's basic c.'1nansim,s, •• r,a;y be able to tab 

thoughtful decisions, decisions which will gu:lde ua satel1' t011&rda our uvisloned 

goal or peace, peace on earth. 

It is hard to reme■ber a tiae •~ people were aore aoreq troubled and 

hesitant and confused than today, when they were more desperate~ in need ot aoa 
-

understanding of the events which surround the. SUrely, no one wants war. Two 

orld wars were sufficient to teach our generation ita terrible coat and futility 

or if there is any lesson we should have l•rned by now, it ie that no on• protita 

fr 

formul 

r, no side really wins. lo one wants nr, but neitbar have .. evolved a 

ich will insure peace. Hatt111■•·•1■·•-•■J•t•·•s-,. Thls ia tm buia ot 

o confus on. It is for a solution ot this ■oat illportant ot probl- tbat •• 

rch tod y. /Perhaps we would have been 110l'e correct it n lad ■aid n~that n 

do n hav th formula tor peace, but tbat we •e• unwilliDC to •· a tba .__ 

~~~~~etendued effort that a sincere atteapt to aecure peace require■• •• 

wo chive a peace-tilled world tbe eaey, ettortl••• ~ - tba ~ ot ccapro-

1 &M~~~Mn and expediency. Iet, baTing tollon4 tbla patb ti. lut tn 

y r , w found only frustration. lach 110ft n i41i: ....tJto bl-illc WI cloaw to 
,-..,.~.... ~ .. u 

t t ry d sa ter we tear. In a sense n bave DMm pPllDI, pabliq tbat peace 

c cur throlsh the unpu.cetul ■1ina ot toro• ud couolca. It la •tl'UII• 

bit 



Oaks of six years ago to develop friendl,1' relatima among natioms and to tab other 
,, tll\et\"S ~-.. ... , .... 

appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace. Thia was to be the a tdtrg IE 

1~ fosrwk. 
of all foreign policy during *hf r period. This resolve s}DJld, moreover, have been 

indelibly seared upon the tablets ot •uldud'!!-,C"'1l1s••w conacience by the ■oat 

terrible holacaust of recorded tiae, but 801118how as soon as wounds bad been salved 

and bound, and the routine of life had bean reestablished, the world aga:in ct ct 

';~~!~ adopted the techniques ot power y. • Ours beca■e again a world divided, 

not united. li>•■sa■■i■I Again foreign policy becaae merely a teat ot strength 
• koue,ttf/tflOrT 

pitted against strength. Again the illpleaentation ot ~biTpolic7 1111s an ar-.-
. ,,,, ,.., 

ments race which could only e~ as all such struggles aus~ one wa7 - war. It did 

not take long for national salt-interest and doctrinaire bighbandednesa and 1 9 

rJ f! political ineptness to destroy any poasibilit7 ot realizing our vision ot one 

unified world. Oh, right after the war there na auch discuaaion and planning tor 

their hearts in it. SewWlgat; •MIi lbt pas iiltl.f:f■sn; ntf 11 llala '"1'• 

And so, instead ot doing all in its power to strengthen and -buttress the 
....... , 

United Nations, that agency which was created to iuure world peac ..__ 7 .. 

Doctrine. 

.,..-,.z;.,.;:;;~.;;.in •. W!l_7P!l!~y~.._.-,• . :t I ew\a__fl.i" IO"ffD awe, ..... 4'Nt 
ly, lrt1 ~T¼,tt a lw:Jd••, ••: t;, I lkt1■tlal 

" T R 41-4-Pow..-~ w l<.H OIIIC.lftl~w.~ .. , ..... ,. 0 1 1 '" , 
~ae~S:, the jpeubstant1!1 Jii'r,: oc:l!,oa,i1• •rs:a, 2 II tb8 United latlom lacad 

" ~ 
the goodwill or ,-•great powe~ all ot •baa I.a evidenced their unwtJJ:lape■a to 

abid by its decis na when these ran counter to tmir naticmal cluiNa. It aer,.S 
OU I (I 

fully the interests or neither part7, eo aach •• 4,t ,at lta ••--•-
- ...-laUVll&"W ud area, .. 



r . 
its own ... alignment. It did not tab Russia long to reorganise its Cowintora, 

'-4 0 '-' N .xa-~ _. p ~ 
~'4-"we a;J.a': ::! • I!'.!' ~=·ca., .• .•.• organiz~'"' the conferences ot Atlantic Pact 

I I 
.sfi : r=•~ I a fa. (I"' a-.c.o"-. 

nati ·ns. a rt L Luk a 2,1 sr::s,, tbst z- •••••• Jed.by ex-

rtesident 1Jogyer1 SlliiAst :! thet the Cr# t I 80 011 1h01 7 I 1 tlsltaa J.\t 1 ■ •►la la.at 

Hlace o 

Who must bear the responsibility tor tlda breakdown I would not venture to 
• 

say . Even if we can convince ourselves that the Politburo is caapletel.7 at tauit~ 

and certainly the paten"r illaorallty&" the reprehensible conduct ot tbe Sotlet QDion, 

has not c( ntributed in aey measure to world peace. •• t I 7 , this IIU8t ··-

smal l consolation to thcee aen fighting aid CQ'ing toda1" becauae ot tba brealdarn 

or these relations. Though Russia eabarbd on an iuoral policy ot illperialletic 

expansion, this ought not to alter the tact that no o• can w1h tbe war, 8T8ll tbe 

cold war, but death __ ......._ i:•s b 11tlt !J CSIP?■I ans ,:illililir, and terror and econOllic 

~.,.__._..... 4,,1 ~ftOJ~'r It.II 't. Jo '-''-'I 
dislocat i on; nor should Russia's policy stampede us into a J»•• oi: :ua, \ev rljll• 

6t'\. lttN V A- ... &! 1\1 '-~ ~~''-" l!\,t,'1 .so.._. 0-'I OClj"( ... ••out & -..t,fl-.O .. C.11.C,-,q- •~n 
and:\ he ftluee ot demoo11e19 ■tiioas •• •• fR•• Blklrlll" whie•1ii1■••• •• .a.,,.d-1,. ~••n 

To secure peace we aust not close an7 &ffllue, which MJ in tillll contribate 

tow rd international understandhlg and good wUl, and we 11W1t be rilling to uplcre 

11 new proposals for coapr011ie• and cooperaticm. lo door IIU8t be lecud. lo op-
,. )&• wN,TI 

portunity, no •tter h01r ....... apparentl.¥ reaot.e, 1111at be diecoat1nved. lt-"wew.d 

r ---• ~ R ~f'A. ~ ff ft-tl•Ar~ 

ce . There are tboae wbo preach t~odq tbe 1aapel ot nat la oall.S a pre 

nti war. These ■en would secure peace, tb J 1 ••• li, cliapaailll a °" ~ t.be 



~W C 
eneo/s who bloclr.t.Aaerica's foreign polic7& In a:, huable Judgment there is no ■ore 

#E am 
pernicious J or false~&.i'Jl~e possible•••• those who hold this vi•• auat be voted 

'1__"- v9-- ,,.,t "'•&• .,.,..,,c,._v J0,111 ufl••AftJI""' c••~ 
down and overruled. H L rrJy could.._ never fully a■■-• oy the Soviet gnion}f'f• would ~ .... ,.:,-
only have e~broiled ourselves in a ceaseless, ~ •• \\,Cg contlict which would. sap our 

f't~1<.AC.. Art.J (du-.o 
economictmoral strength,~ never.bring us victory-f would be plunging reck-

n 

lessly into that bottomless pit which•• are aeeldng so hard to avoid. 

War, my friends, contains no cure. It can o!U1' 1Dtenai1'7 and aggrante the 

unrest am the want and the misunderstaming •~•11rt!s·•· -11·•11112:~ which •k• tar inter-
'TE'r6 l ON . national 1 .. r. War is costly and destructiTe and sapping ot pbJBical and 

moral strength. It can bring death am destruction, 1mbapp1nese, aiser,, I t1ra-­

e.tm,r.,:-but never am by no stretch of the iwginaticm , peace or proaperit7. lore-

one , there is that in the preventive war which is un taa~ican by .its very am 1 

_ -. . Bitler, you will recall, often prad.sed a thouaand years ot peace once 

the world had accepted tba daaination ot the Third Reich. Stalin todq still 

pr aches the golden era or peace which •ill be achieved once all the enelliea ot 

the proletariat have been d . ._.MII ... ....,. Those llbo preach such a preventive war, 

then, must admit to strange bedfellows. Tm c,011p1nionahip ot all those :&°•••11 I 

pace by force, ot &hose who would substitute the rule ot cantond.t7 tor a world in ;; 
which men or all faiths can live side by aide in t0lerant Ulldentand1ng. •• oannot 

p ce ourselves in the position, as have the dictaton ot all tilllla, ot beinl tba 

oral preceptors ot the world, ot d•ciding as arbitrarU, u 8teJ1n ar Bitler ft9r 
"'">""r ... '1t< "" ,. • 'f 0A '"' , •••• 64'­

did, t tour ideals and our wiabea are rieht, aid tbiret'ore ...... •ch natioa 
""l1t1.Ter-ba.s ts ownpattern or living and its own aatlOD&l J fl■-: wt be reapected 

s long s they do not infringe upon the rigbta of otbera. 

"' Peace lies 1n a poaitive prograa C z •ocial ud eocmcat.c buetlte to all 

tions, n a toleration ot ditterence■ , in the alow 1ru11tb ~ anclentanclt111 -'8•-• 

y ,-.__, ... ~:/ •=t # b tw n peoples, but not in &11 peace 41ctatell b7 ar .Ul • ~.,,, 



-
C 

othff poliol 

cure peace. 

ot uDC1. rwritDI O,lilllrr JA .. 1 

lane t .u..... ot war 

ra111•,110 

nt ot tore , ~l"Pfl• 
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evil that periodically stalk over tbe face ot the glo~.. A c01Dltey such as ours 

cannot afford to substitute expediency for moral rightness. Citisan soldiers die 

begrudgingly when they f'eel that it is •rely because•• gaabled oar tutura onan 
• 

armaments race or on a particular program ot contain■ent and lcat, but they find 

immense reservoirs of courage, daring am bravery when thay believe tbus•lvas to 

be crusading or protecting all those ideals tbe7 ■oat cherish. 

This t hought bas been well expressed by one of the keenest analysts ot to­

day, Mr. llax Lerner, who wrote: . •You cannot brush aaida the struggle tor deaocracy 

on the plea of a national security emergency, tor it 1a not the used torcas which 

protect our democracy,. It is the moral strength of duaocracy which alone can give 

any meaning t o our efforts at military security.• 

And llr. John Foster Dulles, the Republican adviser to llr. Truman on toreign 

affairs, echoed aJ,10 these eentiaenta when be wrote: •Tbe peoples ot tm world haw 

long looked on t he United States as a peace-long nation. Because ot tbat, • laq 

d good will everywhere and when war caae, • were able to arl&Dise 111at alliuacN 

rshal most or t he manpower resources ot t bl wGl'ld a,a!Dst thase dec■1d to be 

li ristic. Our ■oral authority in tiae overce• ■illtar, di1adwat&1•• Lat ua 

not tr e that moral birthright ror a Mas ot pot.ace. As a reault ot exceaaift seal 

tog the military whatever thay suggest,•• have let it appear tbat •• haft 1one 

li ri tic. The Soviet Onion, which baa perhaps tbe 1reate1t ailltar, tore• in 

t world, hose leaders preach the necessity ot violence, appean atranc•l7 u an 

dvoc t or peace. Indeed, history auggeeta tbat ~ tboee who are will.inc to 

o c nces for peace have a good chance ot wiDniltg total war.• 
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patriotism seelll8 to be lacking aaong us today, it is becauae Jou cannot reaamably 
~NF\l.l§~ t JI I 5 \ .. 

stake your life, all you prise and value, on the •!2S988 ar failure of a,.po.11c7 sl 
)'OY~ c..ulr. ~<..~•1"' 01\atcfeft-«.~• "-s~,."' ~llf01h .. t\ -- C:.tf'l<.C'f'-fltNw- .., .. ,~" Yt\lA. ow• 

td:sikiftlw:-11:»pai:Lency. You cannot build up a willingnaa• to tight when you lmo1r that 

~ns ~·€~C.~1) UN~r-'l~t,tt'"y I\,... ~ ... ~(f~ ""~ 111\:tN• 
all programs for peace have not been exploited. Strencth and right go hand in band. 

Our program should consist ot building up the United lationa to ita ns:d•• strength 

by turning to it for all decision&fl ~.r"tnternational policy, by iDY8&t:1ng it ,.. ,. 
with m ore autbor:lty, more caapetence, am by inauring it ote I It ■t leadership. 

We should not embark on any f~••«r policy which b7-pa.sses its agencies and 

creating better understanding among nations. le sltcuJd, aoreover, seek a basis tar 

cooperation with the Soviet Union, n ot because •• are weak and aust seek coa pro­

mises, but in the spirit of ■oral and ph,aical strength, following a tira and a ••11-

considered policy, a:im:ing at assuring all ptaapl s the ri&ht to be ruled as they see 

f i t, the right to 1 ive in a world at peace. 

We ■ ight well tau as our 110tto tblt exhortation ot J'oahua to tbl troops ot 

I _J ' 

Only , be strong am be ot good courage, ud bep aid do all tbe oci sm■•te ot 

t Law which lloees, rq servant coe •nded 7ou. Do not depart trca tba Law to the 

-refU ~J_,... ~. 
ht nd or to the left that throuch it, bJ' abidiDI b7 its r Xia,■ you aq •UCI• • 

the right. •• auat scrupulously tollOII' tba acral path ..-.i 

7. •• auat 1Hk eYe17 opportunit7 tor rapprocb:lamt, tboeaah Dffm' 

t t r i ce or deals; otherwise,•• will ha..-, I aa atra14, a oo tr, 1'NPN 

•uc.&nt.M• • 
lf i f, God forbid, it be led into war. Otmniae, .. ld.11 " •---· \be 
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_ birthright which our forefathers aade ours. 

Spiritual leadershij may be a crown at thorns; yet this is what the 

"the understanding heart" challenges us to create today. • 



I 
; 

1875 the world was sure that fCJbsreae was 1 inev1table 1 • Science 

'was the long awaited Messiah hearlding the dawn ot a new and better day. 

Mendel , Lister, Darwin, Pasteur, l ooh, were all at workia@ pouring diaoovery 
INV t.J 

and c-:;s■~e out of the doors of bhe laboratory. France was revover1ng 

rapidly from its defeat b y Germany. England was expanding her empire under 

the watchful eye of Disraeli. Trade and commerce, production and wealth 

reached ner. he .ights. The world wus rich, prosperous, contented, hopelul 

of achiev·ng quickly that utopia which the goddess progress was dangling 

e ~ticin ly b efore men's eyes. The forward march of eclence and or the 

standard of l ivi g was so raid that man had no le1-.ure to doubt that all 

thi could but lead to the best of all possibl e worlds. 

In 1875 there t ok place in the vestry roan or the Mound ~treet 

Temple, here i n Cincinnati, an event which a,;mbolized the confident 

1rit oft is ne a e and yet comprellended its weakneaaea. For here 

sevent -five years ago the Hebrew Union College was tounced. Dedicated to 

th belief that t hi s brave new world would need citizen• and leaders who 

understood ho t o keep man 1 s m,. ral lmowledge abreast of bl• growi .g 

control over nature. edicated to the conviction that it was not autticient 

to ve l and s t er nature's untold treasures but that tbfse must e 

combin d 1th an inc re sed appreciation of the tie honored ap1ritual 

truths of our aithjl~t Man's ingenuity and reaourcetuln••• m1 ht not 

on y turn an become to his hurt. Tho taak to 1rh1ch Iaaac Mayer 

die Hebrew Union College went much deeper then diao rdlng 

of utd te and outmoded ceremonies. The new ~merloan I•r el••• 

to h lp cl r in thew lderneas of human endeavor t e wa7 ot the ord, to 

l n n the de er t of n ambitl~ • h1gbw 7 tor God. Iara 1, 

od' rr n l serv nt, was to lead mankind to a tuller un4eratan41ng 

0 t to h ch God's rac1 us b unty wa to b put. ra•l' ••• 

k n 1 d lon a o by the prophet Jeremi to 11 ■ k t old 

t ood a and to le rn to alk theteiD, l thu 
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find rest for its soul" . 
.. 

hen one honors an institution, it is not tts size, or locat .on, or 

beaut ·· of ph sical plant whi ch one values_ but the nobility ot the vision 

and the ideals which it has served. For the one is but the work of skilled 

craftsmen, while the other is built on the devotion ot dedicat d souls, 

searching and seeking, striving to understand and eaµlate the divine. So 

to-day we pause to honor that doctrine of Israel'• mtaaion which was basic 

to ear l y reform. The task reform undertook to teach mankind how to 4anb ne 

bi1ae lss&al'od prophetic ideals with man's newly won sc ientific knowledge • 
. 

And though t he even ts of the last half oenttµ"J. belie the exoeaaive optimiem 

in hich t hese men approached thia taek;ne rtheleaa, it represented and 

does represent a formulation of the specific mandates or Judaism 1n regard• 

to the outts i de world. It gave su"atance to what llfgbt be l>therwis 4a 

meanin l ess ceremoni als and bilblical utterances. It apoke to men ot the 

ur ent p ·oblems oi life and challenged 

in the spir~ t of consecration and self ea 

undertake to solve these 

ndicat d the ~ole of religion in the mO(iern world; in a world which 1a 
1,: rt-

no lon r satisfied wi t h mere religioaity. ainoere tho)18h it • 
.l.,•H 

t ~no pos1t1 e soc l Ii■ Iii.Man 1'&nt• a fait~ h ch can guide and led 

n tbe formulati n of the blueprints tor a more peaceful and happier worldJ 

• nd 

ho I 

ma 

a honor t o the early ref rmers who bad the toreaight to p ciate 

el' st1c-ta1th eould aatiaty tbla needand who knew how to 

Ira 1 nd kid aware of the apec1t1c 1apl1cat1on• in term• ot 

on 1 commitment s ch a ewi h God concept entail•-- baa c attitude• 

to r th r hts and duties or man, towards the disnity or labor. nd 

o r th ~ole of the sate. Thoae eocail JUMatea which are roo~•d in 

d fr t e eternal l ht of :laith. Only auch faith 1• 

n a t ur ulent and chaotic w rl4. 17 aucb • faith 1• aninghl 

Onl to uch f a t can we dedicate 1 • 



las we pause ~•r •e• nt7• 

Union College,We tegin ti und 

played on the American Jew1ah ao 

organization, whivhguided all Je 

and customs which would best nhN~ 

in the soil or this new land. It waa 

fafshion an organic Jewish community 1n th 

They uilt and built wellThe rest ot 

,for, in truthjl they set the patter, 11 --~ 

Wieand the early r formers eapha 

the ratiu.al and progressive, a•l that w (1 

perfect harmony with mo ern science, orl 1o1 , 

sympathy with universal liberty, ec 

as ~he spirit or their age, It OY r U11!Rtlllla~M1ft '.■aD 

111 

may ve misread the Measiani ti 

to, Judaism's eternally valid t~th 

from becoming mere humanism. They pt 

mphasized old values. They perto-•d t 

he faith and vision or the , t 

salmist, the piety and dedication ot 

nd learn n of th ag a and 

for the mode~n e. Areligion h ch 

oul be vital tor it 

hese men fund the r 

th adaptive 

ghetto disciplin to th 

ol o rs under too u 1 

t mere casting a 0 

an 

or 
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mode 

hims 

dp 

1 

t 

it 

it 
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Baaio to any conception of demooraoy amat be 1oat atft 

the rights ot the individual, aome aaaurane .. t h11 trw• 'Iii aria 

large pewer.-aeeking group, whioh aurround hi■• !lie • ial ot ••• 1UN~1 .. 

lto the individua1t1, on the other hand obaracteri•Ji• •t Jtiilo1e 1 .. 

emphasise the welfare ot the goTern•nt and eooaomio 1eov1'9 &bow 'tile aart•1• 

of these right,. To-day aa we 1tre1a the iaportuoe ot tbe ifl.dul, tll• , 
r ole he has to play in aooietyJ aa we oppoae Till(ouly t roea 61'0• 1 

which would ciroumacribe theae right., it would be well if w wai baok aad 

examined thia portion ot the great legaoy ot Judaiam '° 'the en WIWH. 

We read thia morning the law whioh deala with a Jlel,r .. alan o 1 •• 

that he is content to re in in hia ••ten ••rw.•• u4 lau DO wlall w H •' 

tree ot the coming Sa~batioal year, when all alawa ah law be , 
manumitted-• then ., 

I 1-1 ·y I< ·Ii (! .fJ / . . . :., 91 I& .n le '-n In ~-, , 11 le 7 
..J> "- , u • ~" -r;;, -,, , :i> .J,·l.,j,, S) ri ;1:. .Ar, S> rt .,, • .,,, P' 

f I-, t is, - ~.I "la_,,,, 
If the aervant ahall aay, I oertainly lite.,. -•r•••• 

him before the oour\( a 1 when the oourt aball n a.m,i .. -

elave shall • made to ,tend in tront ot • or• at 

master shall pierce hii ear with an url, UMl 

Thia law, of oourae, retl ot the ooi 

it own adnd.11ion the inati tion ot alawr 

mandatory treeing of the ■law OD 

a few centurj•• lat r to deqlop refill• 

conceive that a Jew, wboa o le ad 1 

we have used a, our text. , t 
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body be chosen to b pierced aa a sign that the maater-alaTe relationahip 

as t o be cont inued. The answer they gave\ ,n,a that it waa the ear whtoh 

h d heard GcP proclaim on Mount Sinai that Iarael waa to aerve only Bia. 

No this s e ear had willfully rejected God'• aerTice and wa.e pierced that 

it mi ht bear an enduring symbol of ita haTing accepted aerTice with aoM 

mort linstead of livin up to ita duties and obligation, to tJle All Mighty. 

The Rabbi n ·c concept was then one in which God appeared u the ■ole 

ter • r the Jewish people, to all other lorda the Jen ahould appear u an 

I ") -t I f / p -r , a stiff deiced people. Only in the se"ioe of God 

could th ind· vidual develop all his oapaoitiea, could he enjoy pertect 
. 

fr dom. an was the primary and the iaportant unit ot cinliaation, tor he had a 

pirit which could aspire to and achieve great thing■, though the body itaelt 

ht 11 be in chain . In man there waa a park ot the DiTin• which it wll 

t nd d could accomplish what otherwise llight see i poa■ ible. But it a an 

llin ly ubmitt ed hi mael~ body am aoul t o a lei e lord, it he became in all 

tt r hi Taaeal and alaTe., if he Cave up etrirlng tor the tin.- and higher goal1 

of l i f; then le l ost hi s place as a creative ele nt in the world. Be beo 

littl ore t a a trained animal who reaponda auto•t1oally to oonnanda in the 

ho or o e reward . He wae not ewn any longer the muter of hi1 own aoul- to 

o hi poaaesaing dignity in h 11'9r1on would be atating an uaohroni■ • 

It interesti ng to find that in the year 70 ot tbia Co on Ira when the 

J h Common 1th was finally deatroyed by toreigD oonqueror1 who re to rule 

or o 1 , 900 yeareJ fe greatHt ra bi of the ••• the who did the 

0 t oaaible tor the Jewiah people to wather thi lauter, 

Jo n Z ai ••e a1 a wa.tohword to hi people till• great iblioal wree, 

Ia l to ene God, but not to 1erq tho■• 

o oh rulera . Thi ••ac• gav th J ... a re llael t 1 tot 



macrocoamio view of the world whioh allowed them to aitt out tor themaelvea 

the temporar: from the laating and the~• It made the Jewiah people 

realize that all men being mortalaot limited power■ haTe their own partioular 

masters. Kaiser or Caeaar, alave or aert, there 11 no man who oan truly aa;y, 

"I am xxu~ in all reapeota m, master! The slave may only be subject to hie 

soverign, the Czar ia ruled by passions, oraTinga, ambitions, urge■, dutiea, 

responsibilities- an immense number ot taotora OTer wh · oh he can haft lit•le 

or no <! Ontrol. 

No ma.n was then t uly free. But the J""' with his theooentrio view ot the 

Vni verse, developed an outlook on life which contained a great truth. He came 

to realize that there waa no taalcmaater ao ••••re, no oppreaaion ao trying- that 

it too would not paaa. There ia only one eternal element in the world and that 

i Goil. Practically what did thia meant The Jen retu•ed to oonaider m,tyrant 

or oppresaora aa destined to rule e, 15 tor ver. In tact they came to realise 

that t he raecutor was often no better ott than hli.hom he was attlioting. Thia 

h rdly w ul• seem possible, yet it ia a hiatorioal tact that the J ... ot the 

et toes ot Europe, members ot one ot the ■oat •••piaed ud peraeouted groupa 

on the face of the eart, looked down on their tor•ntora. 11lyt Beoauae they had 

chieved a bobleneaa ot apirit. Beoauae they retuaed to liaten to thoae who 

pr ached complete deapatr. They ne•er beouae dlaoipl•• ot the let'• gin up t17inC 

ehool . They neTer allowed themaelvea thia luxarJ, tor they realised that ita 

pric a too d ar. Ita ooa~ would ~vei.n a lo•• of ••lt-reapeot and a denial of 

th di nity of he individual. 

Thr ou h the agea the Jen 1erwd taltbtullJ only ou lluter. Bia aernoe 

oepted willingly, and our people toUD.d that they ha4 aolwt tb• great •111 rs 

o achi i ng freedom in a world where DO n W oall bl••lt wter ot Illa 

own t'l h. They 

rvio or God/ 

found that pure treedo 11 tbe oODNlltratloa of ~ uro 111 the 

'n con,tant atrhing~ to brlag llllout the~~ ot ■la 
Di n plan tor a better world. Preedom attain d ln till• mr •• 



of the most precious essence- it unTeiled the Dirlne whioh 11 within eTery 

man, it .ade him a proud human being, oonscioua of liTing in the highe1t 

manner poaaible--ever atriving, DeTer aubaitting. 

1 
How much Jewiah hiatory evidences thi1 pheno•na. Untortuntely slaTery, 

oppression, subjugation are all too common in our exl1tence. Pro the time 

when we serve~ as slaves to the Pharoahs ot lgypt to the ma11aore1 of the 

fascists of our own dayaJ how much heai;&che haa bNn our lot. Ot all the people• 

of the earth ours should have been the tirat to throw up lta hand• Uld or, 

outs"I've had enough•. "Let me go, I'll gift up trying tor freedom•.Tet the 

fao~s belie thia auppoaition. The Jew deapite all the•• attllotlon1 nper 

lost touch with the divine spirit which waa within him.he never ahoot ott 

or ade little ot thoae dutiea he had to••• that God'• plan■ tor a better world 

re fulfilled. The Rabbi• •11 exprea■ed the attitude of the Jen throughout 

the ave when they uid r'.,:) J"N ! .. r;:;, fie")' 1 r.::> , All Jna are of the 

nobility. For in truth we telt ouraelTea to be ot the 1101t noble lineage poaalble. 

Of th fa ily of those aen who had deTeloped a tlneneaa of aplrit and a deTotlon to 

th betterment ot aooiety and the lndiridual whioh t .. group■ oould aatoh. Behind 

the Ghetto wall•, wearing a yellow badgeaartlq hi u different fro■ the reat of 

hu an ty, auttering from severe reatriotlon whioh olr•-oribed bla ewry aotioa1 

th J yet became to th• world a ■odern prototype of Pro theua. Bound la b~ 

by chains taahloned by power• 1tronger thua be, •t ttae ill aplrlt, ud ewr 

tri ng for that treedo which would perait hl to oontlnue to ezerol1e hle 

fa ul iea tor the benefit ot aociety.Conaolou1 in the .. aw1111e that though bo 

d to tured, he had yet done and waa tbe doiDg all lD bia po r w proaote what 

d no term o1Tiliaat10lle Bow unique la tbe treed wbloh oan be acthln 

1th the larger serTic• to God Uld uanklDd. 

Thou h haTe ot .. n be n th• parlu1 of 1oolet,, w " aleo 

r la, diaputing and contending• ftJ' ao,--•lfll!.• tlaal detN,, tell 

oat or • bonda wbioh billd t 

al 

all to 

all ,o 
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is demolished. We tin4 that all we Mtld moat atable h • bee blo~11 away aa 

eas i ly as chatt. Our whole outlook on lite beoomea ahaken to ita •ery 

foundations. It ia in thia abte that the real danger of aelt-oomplanncy 

l ies . For it ia then that we question if there ia really a higher and nobler 

waf of livi&g• It appeared to us that we . ha~ achieved aomething fine and atable, 

yet look how quickly it diaappeared. Perrapa, then, we aay, all this talk 

about the betterment of the world leads only to a jouating with windailla. 

What can I do again ·t heae power, which W maniteatly ao mu~h more powertul 

than I am. :.:he only true sec urity liea in posaeaaing ao much power and auoh 

gre t alth that enn the fates will have a dittioult ti · • dislodging•• fflia 

attitude makes tor the megalomaia with which our aociety has been ao attlioted 

in th last decades. It makes for the marching ot troopa and the criea ot the 

6 
oppr s d- sound to which our ear have become all too accouatomed. 

C 

Ou tas mu t then b/'reaaaert bet re the world th• baaio tin•n••• 

ioh c n be dev loped within each indiTidual. (to gift eTidenoe bJ our own 

that 

liz. ion . 

, patt erned in the image ot God, 1• the oorneratone of 

at hia dignity and aelt reapect, hie aenae ot inner nobility 

r h uilding blocks ot which progresa 1• made.We at plead with the rld 

0 o d en t hoae libertiea mder which ~1• apirit ou beat be denloped. 

u 1 h ear not f orthcomi ng, we at reawaken within man the realisation Th4T 

c n ooo 1 ah ch in whatever condi tion be t\nda hi elt Jt be dedioatea 

l o indin the l r er trMdom within the enioe ot God and hvzsa\t,. 

God ran u autficient under tending not to diaoard eully thla 

n o inn r d ir1n • ty. :y he 9'ke u reali• that 1 t 1a too pno 10111 to be .. 
t rl l oomtort. nd y we rellliad ouraelwa whenewr we are 

0 di C rd God' ervice ~ th t are in etteot allowing our ear to 

• endur n a i gn ot our akn ••• May thia relldnder theD o-• 

o n our en 
rgi e in the atruggle for a bet't r 110rl4 



and rededicate ourselves to the pa h God would 
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morally, rather than aelf'ia~ am egotiatic,IJJ7. It i• tbll ••naint7 that despite 

all the sufferings and misfortunes which take place in our world, there i1 to be to~ 

even in these evidence ot a benign, di'Yine pl.all. 

Now, this is a vital religious atfirmation. '!'here are pb1loaophiee ot lite wb:lola: 

del\V' that there is soma underqing diYi.ne, -and there.tore, IIOr&l plan tor the md.Tm'N. 

There are pt ople who believe the world is goTerned not by- a mercUal Qod, but by' tba 

caprice o:f chance, and that man must either find him■tlf .,.. refuge frCII the etonla 

which periodically disturb life, or else, must stoically educate himaelt to belieft 

that all his deeds and actions are powerless and vain, that he can do nothing toward■ 

er ating a better world. Moreover, this belief that there is a proT.l.denoe ral.ing in 
r~c 

this world seems to contradict 1mmetiiate 1nqn11sions cd our •n••• U Ood ia j1aat 

and wile and merciful. in all Hi• 'lf81'& 1 then bow can w account tor the nttariac and 

t mi ery whi ch we lmow is taking place in tbe world. todq? It tblre 1• a di.Tim plan, 

c n we explain &lftl1' the aocial cbaoe and ~Uoal upbaa'ftl.8 whioh cc:wbim to blodc 

• road towards a fuJJer and .freer collectiw lite? U Oocf ie all-kind and all-

!O~,=--' n • haw could He haw planted mch •ft&V7 and ar111li.7 into tbl bmen 10llll 1114 

Slle,aJCable atrocitie■ NTeal that it i• a abort road wbiola ••v am hu ta«nlad 

,,.,.."' d in his rise 1'.raa barbari•• 

hink of Qod on thi day ot Rosh H&abanah •• a 'bem'ftle8' jnd .. , paald.ns ND-

nc rcif\11:cy' upon manldnd. Yet our world ••••• to eTitt.noe lit.tle ot that, jut.I.ca. 

wicked ar not always punished, or the deNrriDI rnarded. sacritioe} bi asTer 

n prove oo meager, while the Nltiah ancl tho• wbo drift a •t-too-bonen 

n not alJrq deprind ot the full enjc;wnt ot tbdr p~u. DIOldnl thi•, 

not lp but ask, 1fh1' IIU8t MD sutter. 11bat can Qod 111 Bl• 1.ntSal\e 1d8CWI ha'ft 

n ·---n ,r. n He put thi1 obstaci. in our .., , or oau•d a land om to be raollllcl 

n1 or took ~ this child 8'ftD before it. had a per■onalitr ot it■ onT hNl1' 

t man1testation1 ot 8CJll8 jut, d1T1m plen, tor 1111D oa ~ ntter:I.Dlt 



OUr tirst reaction., therefore, is to doubt and to cllmy~hat 'there ia)a cliTine plan. 

Yet., if we observe human behaT.l.or close'.q-1 n ahaJJ - that p&radox:l.oaJJ1" noh faith 

is strongest in those who have suttered most deepq, who have gl:ven ot thlaNlw■ moat 

f~., and should have been the first to deny Qod am reject UT belief in a d1v.1ne 

plan as utter~ vain and meaningless. st.range~, danpr, death, di..._r often, ratbar 

than breaking the bonds ot .taith, bind than more t.ightll'• It appears that such •~••7ta 

reveal to us sane deeper wisdom and favor us with sme inllight into lite which tend to 

confirm our faith at the Teey amnent when we should d8117 it completel.1". In all ages 

men have sought God most earnestl.1' aa a Palaiat ot old wrote, 

out of the depths 0£ despair and despondeDCJ"', whereas w phra• thi• 1n 111>re IIOdara 

rms, "The~ is nothing like danger to make a un reliliou.• 

Let us see 1.t we cannot probe thi■ reaction and a-rift at aoae 11nderatud1ng ot 

thi phenomenen, tor through it we aq achiew a 1':l.lwtr graep ot t,be true nature and 

aning of suttering. Ia it not this that autt~ acbea u, that ntterinl 1a 

ic, is of the natural pattern, is aa 1111ch a pan of our exiatence u anr of tba 

p sur ble sensations? It is not aJ1en, so• torei111 nb■tanoe, wbioh 11111oco1111Mb]T 

nd hampers the nomal aro■ t.h md dn9lcJ 18' ot a pereon, but part ~ tba 

lif pro itsel.t. Pain is of the ver,- essence ot lite. Untortu.nate]J', when w 

think o it, wa think in the abstract and tend to picture nttering u an nil which 

do othing but thwart and obstruct the oouree ot our lite. a can mt think ~ .. 
~.......... rin creat·~• ot the torcee of darlcne•• and ahaclon. • oan - DO pod at 

1 co.lMJoo .. 6h of it. certain~, it would ■Nm \bat w arw better ott, bappier UMl 

v~r ople without it. If tbeolo&ian• 119N to tranalate thia fNl1DI 1mo tair 

~,,;UAa~, hey would sq that autteri111 ie not pan ot tbl diUM pl.a, 'bat, toreip to 

:1 , d ld ha¥ to construct tbeorie• to expl•~• as, aoll torae• 1'hioh ~ 
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morally, rathers than selfishly and egotistioally. It is the 

that despite the sufferings and misfortunes which take place in our 

world, there is to be found even in these evidence of a divine plan. 

Now this is a vital reli~ious affirmation. There are philosophies 

of l i fe which deny that there is some underlying divine, and therefore, 

mor a l lan for the universe. There are people who believe the world 1s 

ver ned not by & merciful God, but by the caprice of chance, and that 

man must e ~ther find himself some refu e from the storlDs which pertod­

i ca l l y disturb life, or else, most stoically educate himself to believe 

tha . all his deeds and actions are nowerless and vain, that be can do 

not i n t owards creat ng a better world. For at first glance t his belief 

n divine rovi ence seems to contradict what we know of life. If God 

is u t and wi s e andmerc1ful i n all h1R w~ys, then how can we account 

for the u ferin ad t~e misery which we see all about us? Ir there is 

a v ne pl n then ow can we ex 1 in away the social chaos nd political 

uoheavel which co bine to lock a.n's road towar~s a fuller and freer 

life? If od is all kind nd all knowi n , how could he have planted such 

ave ry nd cruel 

ns ea ble atroc 

an has trave le 

i nt t e human heart which reveals itself in 

es an makes us reel that it is a short road is any 

n hie rise from barbarism. 

of od o t his Rosh Hashanah as a benevolent Judge, i,tfli~ 

s ntence erci f u l ly upon mank1 d. Yet our world seems to evidence little 

0 h u ice . he wicked a r e not alw ye punished nor the deserving 

re r e • cr1f ce . however reat ofte prove too mea er, wh le the 

h n those who rive a n t too honest bar a n are not always 

e r ve en. oy ent ot their a1na. Knowin thi , we can not help 

but ' h s an suffer?' hat can God 
••Y 

in his. in 1n1te wisdom hav 

b t n n n he t th1 obstacle 1 our way, or caused a loved 

on 0 by an, or took way thia child 

p ? Surelv we can not take theee aa mait atat1o 

0 u '-
' 

v ne plan, tor who can Justify autt rln t Our fir t 
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therefore , is to deny that there is a divine plan. Yet as we observe 

bu an behavior the more closely, we sall see that paradoxiaally such 

f ith <hs often the st.ron~est in those who have suffered the most deepl7 
. 

who have iven of themselves most fully, and ahou14 have been the first 

to deny od and reiect any belief in divine providence. Stran~ely danger 

ad misfortun rather then breaking the bonds of faith, b1nd them the 
I\ 

ore ti htly . Such exne ~riences seem to reveal to us some 4eeper wisdom 

and to favor us with an in c: i ht into 11.fe which tends to confirm our 

fa th a the very moment when we should be den)ting t•t eompletely. In all 

tN5-1,,za ( 
a ea me·~ have sou ht ,.,od most • '11§,tly as a Psal 1st of old wrote 

" 
and 

'Out f the dept .. s' out of the depths of despair 

~ -.s-";:r-..... ~ency . Or as we mt~ht phrase this in a ell htly more modern 

ter. "thee i nothinglike d ~n er to make a man religious" 

1hat it. th ._n the uffering teaches us? Is it not this? That 

au ferin ·s basic to life, ts of the . natural pattern, 1sas much a 

part o x~1• our ex tence as an o the leasurable sensations. That 

t 1 not lien , some fore1 n substance, which unaccountably 1ntervencea 

an h era our norma owth and development- but part of the 11;e 
process t elf. Pain s of the ve ye sence or lite. It is difficult, I 

t== 

k o to th n o suffering as anythin but an evil toree ~h1oh aeeia to 

th nor 1 evelopment 6.0 •• ilte. t first 

,___..-------...-.-------------... 
it. Certainly it would seem that we re 

eal bier people w1thou it. Experieno - , however 

u l e a 



suffering plays a vital rol rlthir. Gu<l•s o • .......... l y p:um, 1Jlmt far .fro.:: c. ·ng an nr.lCl ti­

gated eiri.11 bln • -.dthout relief. it is 

to make life aacier a.11 

we are sor 

f'irst httct .• .... .... .., 

u .J 
·ta .Ti.tho · • 

• nviter; 

mo .tea.re. 

ur e ~cri enca, 

cl cut 

such .feelir 6 s • ":.h "':' r:1.3.2,ily foru:. d in .. :.,hi; ;:,ac " c,_ 0 T ni n<l.. ,J ri : <.. _fiv T o:"C G ~ •l:),. --
consciou;:; 

·\an , -::n rleni.mble • Illne a 

ea-th, 

rerainJinJ us t.1!3 : t ·, cs w. v'U:' f :w 0.:.1 i'lecting ye;.~.rs, summons 'HJ t "o ... r:/ly to i'lll our 

lives 7d. th :ooarrl.n1.t'ul d de sirab .. e ctiona • 

.fully until it i~ missing. Thus, Llch of t k;: color and enjoy:ncnt o.r liv.i nc come c 11t 

of comparioon .r.ith and in contrai:it i:.o our o 'O av1.iber moo·ls Surfarine 
""U.-

point1 up for • s t 1e r1:1lish ruicl enjoyment 'We si., ·•-.;. 

it not .for 

\ .. , ~s I 
_,. 

Perhaps the!3e can be be~n; explaino<l izy- t u 

r:.:-om l:U"o. I.Tl t ,r:;h, mre 
~ .. 

J.es;; happinos3 and plea;.;; u:-e 

Nature is a ?1dcriully co!lplex and beauti:r zy- cool'di, ,rted pi .ce r 1, achim J )let 
._. , ->-r LJ P • ,(FA ..-c t.. 

~ periodically shako the zlobe. Flr e can m. pe in a m ngle night 

that forest which nature nurtured .for a thousani years; yet,. on the very next day 



1 g proce, It can take such terrible 
t.. I Nt. 

I,, 

; :i.ealthiost and :1om:. ncJm,.J. . ., nly 1-:-hon :i:t h.'1.C lcarne to taJ.re 

all t ,.,_eir c;.m. 

oi' t.hose 

k to dthst3nd . oments of shock a 

~ creato a Trorld ot 

call t am ncurotil'!s. Psychologists tell us 

this :i.a cn.u:md -. .. en tho 1-,erson :i.s onoti n:u,✓,. tm.r~ .i.:ared to acce t su.f.f'orine, and 

God, ~r His j ;."' irit -1.~c1 .... :-i , tries to 

spoks o! JJ '>)" re I'> l0 1 

love", for t tcy pre n1re us 'fl'e 11 ror 11..f.' • 

sense the crc""ti n of _E-nt ... -,_J ii ,n1.ty? 

1.,ho ,.T':Mi. sh taachers 

I, ' ~ must endure o.r Ood 1s 

such sut'.feringa in a 

ca.n acquire resistance 
--~;.,.=~ .. - .... to diooase only :..t tl e p1"ice o ~ re to t iw.t very disease. So., too, 

':> healthy living cc1.n he achfovod only at the prioo cf experie~cin A'nderstanding the 

• 

nature of •Mie _____________ _ __________ _ _____________ __.. __ -~ ....__ 
Thero is much else that sufforin;: can teach us, much else which helps us el:i.mpse 

lit the role trlfforin plays in the divine plan. I t us ask ourselves one question . 

Is it po::;nible £or s , rering to undo in eve7 ,.; ct the , rk of a 1if•et1me? Cm-

tainly, possessions can be destroyed, th ody C"'lll oo __ njured. In short, 
_;r 

play havoc ..i..th a~ or with all of our mate~ial possessi ns. What about, our inner 

world, tho world of our basic solves, of our 't'IOt.: o and our beliefs and our te lings? 

Docs suff'erlne havo sufficient pcyrer to inw.do even ht"~re, to destroy the strongholds 

of our personality. I£ we obsGrve care ... lly~ our answer must be that sutferi_ng can 
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if ,.,..e 1- .. um:. t , to <lo so I fQr ,'8 h8.ve it i n 

,f !e ar-c· 1::1..2. .ln __; J_;o ·ruDt tn!l" ideal.;.; ther. ·r 
i,r/jul 

which ...... ;..}_ D.t;:.:crr,,\!;.!',Y us L. -r-0u11t '.'..ifc 

tvt'\ Cu .; ~ •e 
ere,~ c ,t,\ ooa0e of :ind.; • 1..:01u.·~.clt:J1t spirit 

1' -

1 t ~s '"'rusir..e our <le. y~- ti·th love and 

contcn+..,Il;.oni:. ,:, ,J. peace. 
N" 

Of this i1.1.1 r satisi'actj nn, no m..'ltl Rllllfl fear and no force can 
I -

deprive u..:. Jut, :£ i7!;. ,~. r.ot b1d.ld -Uiis inn~r sp:lr:i:i:, 1 • ;J,;.. i t,a1.t0l aid piJ.t all (?".U" t.."'l"U.st - ,- -

ourse.1.v-es ,...re 1!c·.:. pro• c., a l.i.fc or little ::i.gntt. anrl sigm.l.icance, t hen 1cis.fortm:e, . -·---....----,.:.;...._.,;,,.....__,,, __ ...,._ 

when it at:·ikcJ, • ill destl-oy n~t only our bo ies L>u~ our sp:irl.ts as 'Sill,/ Even good 

fort,me ,r-:.::...1 r:ot be nble to as~-:.u."e us T."eal th 1 s _1ct "~-he power 
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lan e of reli ion must be vital, uggestiv , simple. 
, 

It u t pc k direct l t t e soul of noffering advice ofl t e basic 

eas·1y gr s ed ·nd understood. 
.... 

proble s of existe1.ce i ter s which can 

'"' ia is ~ y the illustrati n f trlth a be more e~fecti~e ten its 

en raliz i n. us 

·nfluence 

o sch 

0 

e n in 

. . 
1 

' 

' 
lj 

nkin 

f C 

cted 

to V 

e el 

• I 

r 
. 
1 

e lives of a fe, igh inded men have prob bly 

t1an all the leg 1 ystems and morality catechie 

c· n tter h n bl r con eived 1P- ·n det ched, 

fro t e ess ce 0 life- a bit too rigid, t 
V 

t bP. ffective. 

t r n ex_resses its r 1 . ore n 

1 
. ive • ct . e s n u ne- 1 1 .. , , e (; 

rnt . it . 
1 ... r' 1 n ne s 

e t . 
i t J. • 

' 
C .. . r n 

0 • C • l 1 C 

e • e e 

r ir 

• • r1 C ic 

r nd 

feel 0 C le 

' 1 • 
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yn ics of faith bee n1es _even 

rcno 1 ncecl 1hen v' al .. " e 0ur te t of t is mor • at, for exam l more ·~ ing. II 
V 

S riptur . ly . nit apprai es .racob as r•f ,-, "· .. , ~ ,.,. ''" 0 C! m.a C 1 

perfect :..n who ·wells . tents7 Certainly th'" sharp trading aa.d r;s .. in 

tri ker , \I hie Jaco dieprive u of birt . ht blessi?\3 are r an . 

ot acti ns •e cul or ~lly associa~e with a faultless man. Ioreover 

t Ili 1 it· 1 ain ins 1,\i, 1 1,.'f, fl& f ?k fl•_::, t t t ere is no man 1ho 

ot inne . ~tion is ,. quali y reserved for the gods not to be 

po se~s d 

cri t1 

be . 

i 

h st 

1 

Cer 

n 

r er Ii • ~ cob b rn of man , "'1hom e h ve seen to be 

r of fail"ngs w s nik~fl never 11holly p rf ct 

~ id n t c n h. e is the praised, no for 

less , ut e c onsecr 

succ e e . In ee 

e ly strove to 

. 

• 

1 

. en ri 

e n t 

P r C 

1 

r no 

r ct 

in 

. 
l 

creat 

h 

1 

e 

n. 

re 

' 

e 

h en 

r ,1 

aakne ses 

n in r sunnn tion 
'r;,,, 

his l"f t earch for 

lfillmen, thi conviction that e 

er ate for ors lve ~h lly- ne 

b ic element in ev rAilli ious phil sophy 
. "'· .,ci I ..... ,r a-.-•. t' t 

0 i conviction W tt our f th in G d as 

in u h potentiality for elf improv ment and 

ur tve w rth: of hi• blessing,m•o• ale a ur. 

t 1 c n not com re end thi questi for self perfection 

1. 1 fol l t n ad erence to whjc 0 ld uto atically 

cc • h ~e foll 11 T&ry with e ch of us acoor41 

situation. is 1 not to s tha ,.._,, cMa.-.,,,, 
D ther 

r • Ith both. sic to it e h t 

• 41 . 
mu able form. or th 0 ur 1 

i rj 1 olaaaif1c tion, ye 
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dif~~rences, we are all confronted by the same basic problems - probelms 

which envolve fln1amental human dimensjons : he struggle between spiritual 

courage and physical self indulgence, between self reliance nd dependence 

upcn the approbation of others, between determiPed perservcre,ce and 

natural laziness. We of t -day have no ne-w solutio11 s. "11.e questiont remci,ins 
~Ll 

for l'S what it has been thrcugh ut t ages: How L'U.Ch is man willing 

to sacrifice and exert himself to possess those virtues he cl~ims to 

des ire ~~~~~~±£5.e.lr How muc"h nerp,y and wj 11 prn,:er ~~~~ is he 
J\l.l.. 

willjnc- tc spend O'Yl self improvement'{ It is as sim1Jle as t'b.at. -.,.•sed o 
A.Sv>¼r 

the fact that if man desires tc accuire the nobl.r virtues, he must im 

them throsgh strength of v1ill and deterF-ined efftort. There is no other 

Unlike w1;.alth or rank, virtues and qualities of cha::..acter can not 

be inherited. If a man has learnt BJ great deo.l about tre art of living 

and desires -4;.c pass ori h~"' understandin • to future generations, he will 
content himself viTk 

have to/epitomizing in a~hcri~~ an pro~er. s 1is ottlook , in the hop th t 

others may be'1ef·it by reading and observc;.,1;tions .1Ie can do ~ 

no cre ~Fe can nb"t transplant his qJ irit \.i? s;.e .::.e into another. The thou.e:hts 
0 

such a man leavBs behir:d Illa help clarif r [; . direct cur thinki g, but 

he faith t' at is a burnin fire within must be rekin~led by each and 

every man, else morality becomes c nvention and faith~ mouthing of 

platitudes. Each of us faces the diffic, lt task of making religion, E1Y 

religion; of transforming the beljcfs c·f our ancestors into our own 

A sixteenth century exegete, Obadiah. of Scforno , felt that our text 

of this morniB~ co1 tained t' is verv idea. ·hy he asked does the verse 

continue its descripticn of Jacob by sayi ry 

thst he was a man who sou ht 'Gbclene ss while dwelling in tents? ''he se 

two ide&..s seem unr l uted. Not so, accordirg to the sage of Soforno. It 



·w s precise l r because J: cob d elt in a shepherd's tent apart from other 

men that he was abJe to formula te sue incisive ana\tJere t• the riddles 

of life an str le s valiantly to bri 1g into le ing his ne\¥ly formed ,.._._ 
faith . ➔ aith ,as we have seen, demands• ability to ev luate onselt 

clearl ad the cu age to foll~ unhesitatingl · the dictates of ur 

consci nee.Fr such a program the desert affords an ideal setting. THe 

nom d lives o e, h j s life mov· .. a at a e 1~, pace, one hich aff orda the 

ecessarr opportunity for mediaation and self judgeDEnt. Desert lie is 

elemen al. It will tolerat e ne·ther S u -~•~ nor counterfeit. A weak, 

pus·1animous a···h can not lon survive, f r life is severe and emanding 

d 1 n badl needs a faith to live by. Here it is a questi n of eitherfor. 

it r a vit l er d or at all, th~t convention· 1 morali y 

faith is here out of lace, at 
mas uer es 

h"c ften i adva ced 

bette loc tin co 1 t re b £ r n seeki to understand 

n 

co 

1 

cts f hi n h from life. Indeed i w ul appear nature itselt 
dema in selr reliant 

i t ke t a k eier. or he/ ·a of the desert is also the 

0 ·t ..... 

h elf r lia o fa~th. How fe are willi to 

se in citiea of plen y seld m c n fi d 

1 cu it t io eer ad ger us uncharted curse. 

C l ife of co or tor a uest 

• 

t 

r ative, thei p'oneering na urea ,uickly 

s e f c·v111z ti n's luxuri a. Nila ba1ng •• 

0 

l i i 

11 

i 

lve t t e reli i C 111 must bew r 1 et 

e ourselve t bee tiat·ed vi h 
on Telo 1 

tr 11 ion hich o s o a. centrate .... , .. 

nt 

s l ya an empt 

cere oni 1 c toms, or ity 

r tective activiti • 
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and give freely of your time and effort 1n their behalf. F191-

every oar 1uast be matined if 'hfte eh~ we eall pe~••• 1 • ta ha rn,wed. 

Goa J:.ime.el:t, so e~ M:tdraah toJJs. us, an ■ -.11eillted for ,Ei,rt mm 

a v4~l - noJ e ,;Sp tb1 s task of creat1ni I ;etter w.orl4_, IDl t••/1t is vr ~ y v 

\I!> te su~n to determine whether Israel• s Messianic aspriations are 

.s. "e J>C\.'-''-' o " 
a real i zeable dreama or ,'vain4licsten. 

Gi r d yourself then; be strong and of good courage, and walk 
"' 

n the wa of Faith, for thereby you will be :f'ulfillin your destiny-f 

and ~u{!~i,t!f~\PB~i~e:'~!'ao~~,.~taa";}t! ~ =~ Ill~•--'" 
f'~ ~ ce,..otru.... o,, tt-, ~l'ti To ~-.ZF1:""c.t1a,v .. ' -

Cast of£ your doubts and your uncertainties, 

an enroll yourselves confidently under God's banner with those men 

,ho search dil i gently after Justice, !Teedom, and Peace. 
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This Sabbath, the tirst or New Year, is especial.11' deaipia d JI' the 

bath of Return ,:> f·le·, ,r • It takes up the theme or repentanc: and re :urn 

to God which Both Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur emphasise, am ia concerned 

principally with this one though:t;. The Sabbath itselt takaa ita MN tr the 

Haftorah portion of the day, the l4 th chapter ot the Book ot Hose 
I 

which deal.a 

with t he need to return to Ood' s precepts and with the belief that Qod will 

accept true repentance. In majestic phrases Hose propbelli t 

,?' t ~• Ii ft fi.,1 ff: .J) f •If 
Return, O Israel, unto the Lord tq God, 
For thou hast stumbled in thine iniquitJ"J 
Return unto the Lord. 
Say unto Him, Forgive all iniquit7 
And accept that which is good. 

different orientations. One of these is th i 

through repentance and aendment. The ideal 
I 

fection by per.forming right acts, by- making God'• an,,.., 

tak on 

turn 

ff?'l'T both as individuals and a nations. hi ot l1ti i t 

fitt.o live in. These are the probl 

of destroying tyranny and s curing h1aan liJIIA•.......,., o 

ploitations and gaining a fair standard o 
• -~.,.. 

length thesthought on Rosh Hashonah 

if e accept this principal i 

t ards which e are striving. 

ot 

turn in the theme or } i' I ~ 

hope for national sover ignt7, or 
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to the Galut, the exile. From the days of the Assyrian invasions over 2,~00 

years ago, when our people was first dispersed in nwnbers from its national 

home, the idea of such a return to Zion has been one of the mmportant features 

of our Jewish belief. From those first days we evidenced the political weak­

nesses which every minority must feel. We lacked a country which could exert 

its collective strength on our behalf; we often even lacked a refuge to whidl 

we could nee when persecutions assailed us - we became a nation of pariahs. 
~ (A,I_A.fl «. ;0~ ~f.l ~ A 9 I I e ~ u-# ~~ d-1-~ ,a 3. a t'!:&i,~~ ~ 

'1'1\e~ Itl ••e oflC ef ttDi gxaabest 1f I I b prophetic h1sighrt.1 Q3' pee,l.e ru 31J 
~"WO!J.~..__~,.._. . ~L Cl2 t.~ ~..t .. ti A. ~..t... .. :..U,. ~~• I. 3-=6. -.. tl-c, ~-(. 

ft.bf t:tu eHd of this die~ePeioA e tJhe 1 e'.eld:lding of a ,,-ea"b national home and cul-. ' 
'h- ~- 4'L "Th,a~d.o~ '1 I"-'~, ~(CL,,,.., r. "-~an~ ~ .,,...jl..._:~ r ¢--C.. ~ ..... 

~<8 ~e, 'JM3 'Ra&ion of the m:npbe±a.Aaa sustained the Jewish people through the 

a es, for our forefathers always believed with Isaiah thatjthe time was not far 

off 

When Zion sha 1 be a crown of beauty in the hands of God, 
And a royal diadem in the open hand ot tl'JS C3 l; Le-.1) 
When Israel shall no longer be termed forsaken 
Nor shall her land be called arr,: more desolate. 

-" Through the centurie1 our people suffered the misfortunes attendant to 

n tional homelessness , lMlt they comforted and consoled themselves with a won-

rf 1 dram of the time when the scattered people of Israel woo.ld be gathered ,.trA,~ 
a1t21 csaae 

by Go fr he four corners of the earth wkc:c ti,, -.d au11 -•piaod and re-

ned to Zion rebui t, a Jerusalem rededicated. fith all their heart the7 

• hed for his return which uld not only bring alsp S the end of their 1 S 

-.-.-ie and the beginning of a new and glorious national eld.stence, but would 

r dound so much to the lory of God by whose hands all this would be accomplished. 

i 

It s hi vision that prompted the Jn to utter devoutly every year dlU'-

ov r, the gre t feast of oul~tional llberationr f .f, ~- ,'~ l•if! 

ay b to ther in Jerusalem. Year in and year out this hope ot 

'fr ed from the misfortunes of the Extle through a m.tt return to Zion 

1111111-..a with all the f rvor the Jewish people could muster. It was as 1111ch 
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a part of the Jew• s faith as was his belief in the unity of God and the 

brotherhood of man. Just as certainly as God is just and ilerciful, so would He 

out of His deep compassion for Israel and His desire to see justice prevail in 

the world, bring about this return. It would be the reward for Israel's long 
'l,&.A-0 Nir 

years of suffering while in the Service of God. n Is Jeremiah , t proclaimed 1 

Restrain your voice trom weeping 
And your~ from tears, 
For tt· s (the return) is a rewarcl.for your wcrk. 

The important consideration, however, was not how it would cane about or 

for what reason, but that it would be l It must be.1 Often, in fact, when any 

possibility for a speedy redemption seemed out of the question, when. the op­

pressors were many, and the oppressions harsh, the Jews woold revert to a be­

lief that a essiah would come who, by means of his supernatural powers, would 

make I' national redemption possible• The Jew never lost tai th that the time 

for the return ould come. For him, no matter how black the present, there was 

l
1fe-,~!>l1.~ .:> ;,Jf-~ 

al ays hop that • May we be together next year in Jerusalem. Des-

pite the centuries of dispersion with all their attendant evils, the Jewish 

peopl n ver gave up the hope, the certainty
1
that the time would come when th;" 

ould be return~d to 'Zion. 

Today, that great dream of our people is a reality. Today,the state or 

Isr l • t and our people are being gathered rrom the tour corner or the 

arth and v n a new life in the Promised Land. Today we have a tate whoae 

i r ts ar those of the Jewish people, whose existence will give WI a voice 

n t tu 

tho ho 

pion er·n 

on the ouncil of natio s, whos land will become a new home tor 

vi ed the azi butchery, whos culture will be tilled with the 

. 
irit of this new lam, arxl out of this spirit will be created 

1·t r tur, mu ic , and art. 
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This was all rendered possible because Zionist leaders of the last fifty 

years succeeded in making out of pious hopes a physical reality. Starting with 

Theodore Herzl they realized that political action and pioneering would alone 

bring about this state. These leaders fought the battle for Zion in the chan­

celleries of the world while the Chalutzim, the pioneers, were creating in Pal-
lt4'~f Liz 

estine a modern pranised land. We fought for our political rights..,,#]ri we went 

\if\ar S:: A\"° 10N CO -r H C '-1 AT( ~ ... «C.ltl'T'~'-
ahead and founded the state . aital aem. bed bu &it 17 I J:t-while t•aa discussions 

l,lf A~L 
ere yet raging. lie exist today because we ourselves made Palestine lLnto a 

state, because we depended for success on the sweat of our brows and not solely 

on the goodwill of the nations. Politically, the enlightened men of the world 

becane sympathetic to our cause, and seriais reverses which.::,. have prevented 

. ~ 
o.\J, .L...,._ aey Je sh state fEQiU. 1 z lbits -.llfg were prevented. But the key to our suc-

c ss is to be found in the fact that we created by hard work and much sacrifice 

a state in Palestine , that we worked for it and £ought for it, that we forced 

the orld to recognize its existence not only from humanitarian consideration.§ 

but b cau the fact of Israel's existence could not be denied. The United 

tio s d cisions coold neither by themselves have created a Jewish state, nor 

co ld h y n d stroy that state, except by- force. For Israel existed - none 

cold di pute that 11-important tact. 

Thi last ear has seen he decisicaris or the United Nation• or,.1ovember 29, 
; I,"' '" • .., • ', 

947 1 hich ct· oned the existence something that already was -ICU i ·, l l 

...-..... ,e, 1 t n partitioned area. It has seen also Brital.n•s umrilling with-

1 tr co tly attempt to prevent by torce the torma:tion ot this tate. 

rocl tion o Ir el1s independence came on 118,7 lSth or this year, and 

h co oli ation of the Jewish state followed the battles or the s111•:r nth• . 
~~ ........ 

, n hort eks between the first and.second truce,...._ defeated 
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tn'flllllll•• 5 'five Arab and one British-controll~d and British-commanded army, 

Israel maintained invi~late the boundaries of its territory, the Haganah, in 

fact, captured every city of any importance in Palestine. Heavy casualties 

were suffered, butfrom the blood of these heroes will flourish a strong Jew-
LMT 

ish state. ThisAyear saw Israel firmly established - the first step in the 

/' ~ .!> f:1
1 

~' • The return to Zion had been accomplished. 

Much, of course, needs to be done. Politically, the British plan again 

to partition Palestine by forcing the United Nations to accept in full the 

proposals of Count Bernadotte must be stopped. This would cut the Jewish 

state from 5,500 square miles to 21 200, and would seriously limit Israel's 

absorptive capacity as well as destroy the source of many o£ its necessary 
• 

natural resources. The Uni tad States State Department needs to be weaned .rran 

the British Colonial Office in matters involVing Palestine. We must ask of our 

government full de jure recognition of Israel and a loan to make possible econ­

omic development. Financially, sums must be raised to make possible the with­

dr al of the DP 1s from Euro to their new homes in Palestine and for their 

rehabilitation there. Israel must be aided to increase its economic potential 

in order to absorb this great influx. But most important, we must see to it 

that the building and developing of the land goes on, that the co\D'ltry become, 

Skof/1..J 
tron and self-sustaining, that it J1111F no longer have to depend solely on the 

oo ill of the nations - a luxury which is strictly rationed in tbls world of 

our • 

Th 
tJJ-10.-.~ ~o,:f ta, .... ~ la. ~V'!'ati& _(&;,..;',) 

r turn to Zion is one of the great eTents ot our long Jewish histoey~ 

It is an im ortant positive move towards the establisllllent of social justice 

n h orld. But it should be borne in JDind that in and ot itaelt, it does 

not olv all the roblems of even our own Jewish people in Palestine - how 



• 

much less then, tho o 

thinking that becau 

struggle tor ocial j 

been wonJ rather, it 

can be achie 
O 
d '-l.t 
It 

Israel was not c a 

of her ~~under • So, 

to give of our 1 
,o~f41 

are willing to 

" 
gMl•rma pr ach • 
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