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lay 3 , 1979 

Mr. Sidney Caplan 
Big Pour Lumber Co. 
7<)0 Grau .er Road 

PIRSOIW. 

Cl v lan, hio 44131 

, i 11 con inn our conversation of laet Thuraday. I will 
oo of between forty and sixty thousand worda, de
enior hi school students and undergraduates at the 

und the workinp title 1Why Be Jewish?" (Thia will 
t tl .) ill e t attempt to 

o d nti an i entity 
y ............ ill be one of 
oc ro o e co analyze the 

to rather, helpful ways 
stion 1 doubts bein ex-
will ot b anual so much aa a 
f cult t of 

o ith n toy rs. I am 
b ok. lf is to be 

co tion oft e work. I will be 
n pu s1 r, but I c nnot ua antee 

t th ta publi hr y of r. 
to b 

copy ditin, 
publicity tc. 

u is as d liver d. I will eh pp to h 1 
to wor with you on qu ation of di tribution, 

1 be nice to have a coafiraatiou from you of tbue arran e
Thia all sound• rather fonaal. but I happy to undertake 

task and will invest the enerwy and ttention in it that it 
ne .. 

find• you in good health. With all good viabu I 

Sillceral.J, 

Dalal Jeri J lllftr 
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THE S. W. AND ELEANOR CAPLAN 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

903 Aintree Park Drive 
Suite 101 

Mayfield Village, Ohio 44124 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

May 31, 1979 

I have your letter to me of May 30, 1979, which pursuant 
to our various discussions I have transmitted officially to 
Eleanor Caplan and myself as Trustees of The S. W. and Eleanor 
Caplan Charitable Foundation. I am pleased to confirm to you 
that the Foundation agrees to the terms and conditions contained 
in your letter and is prepared to underwrite the project. The 
Foundation will send you a check shortly in the amount of $10,000. 

The Foundation agrees with you that the text will be pub
lished as delivered. However, as we have discussed the Trustees 
of the Foundation should have the opportunity to review and 
comment to you on the text before you complete your manuscript, 
but the final text will be solely yours. 

The Foundation is delighted that you have undertaken this 
project on its behalf. 

With all good wishes, 

Trustee 



~. Sidney caplan 
Big Four Lumber Co. 
7000 Granger Road 
Cleveland, a u o 114131 

S1: 

July 12, 1979 

~ 

I finally cleared the decks as far as icy sw,ntw IIOrk 
1s co cerned and will be able to begin our project. 
•• ever, I have not received yoo.r written respon,se to 

1 tter of May 30 . I ould like to have the agree
t " initial payne1.t so that I can p~ ahead. 

t this finds you 1n good health. th all good 
n~ ....... ~ I 

Sincerely, 

Danid. Jereuw Silver 
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BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

10 EAST 53d STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 593-7057 

Daniel J eremy Silver 
The Rabbi 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland , Ohio 44106 

Dear Dan: 

I've spent some time mulling over the precis that you brought 
along to our delightful lunch, and I want you to rethink the book 
slightly. At this point it is too literary and intellectual - I 
want stories, stories, stories. The practical usefulness of the 
book will come f ran its ability to be a source book for teachers, 
rabbis, and laypersons. You can organize the stories in the 
catagories you describe in the outline -- but you have to tell 
them, quote them, t ranslate them -- in some way present them. 
Otherwise, the book is ni ce, but I don't think it will sell. 

Give this sane thought, and when you have let me know what you 
conclude, and also please give me a tabl e of contents. 

OK? 

hope you agree with my ideas -- and can see your way clear to doing 
them. 

Best, 

Jane !say 

9 Ju y 1982 
/m k 
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S'IORYTELLIN:; AMCNG JEltS 

I prop:,se a readable introduction to the rich treasury of stories Je.,,s 

have told each other over the centuries. This volume will relate the story of the 

Jewish story, describe the storytellers, arrl discuss the :i.mp::>rtance of the story as 

a fomative e lerrent in Je..vish cnnsciousness. This medium length book should be 

attractive to anyone interested in fiction, fable or folklore; Jewish studies; can

parative literature · or cnnterrq;orary writing. It will have value for rabbis, re

ligious schex>l teachers, and parents woo use such stories regularly in their 
'I 

preaching, teaching arrl everyday life. As far as I know, rx:> similar manual exists. 

Jewish literature can be divided between fo1mal and theologically self

CDnscious v.orks and those which are p:>pular and exuberant rather than artful. 

These are ilie stories t.he nothers told their children, preachers their folk, and 
I 

wandering professionals their paying custoners. Sane stories are hcrnegrom. 

J-bst originated elsewhe re - the ocean of story is wide and nost cultures touch 

its shores - but were changed significantly a s they were appropriated a.rd so ex

hibit particular Jewish attitudes and interests. 
• 

l-Je will begin with the stories which s01~ found their way into the 

Bible. After a paragraph or l¥JO aoout storytelling in the ancient Middle E:ast 

the difficulty of d isentangling folk literature fran a formal text, I'll 

rep::,rt what can be told of the legends, fables, parables and epic materials 

which are f ow-rl in S i p ture ard of what happened to these stories once they 

became, what they were never intended to be, part of a sacred literature. 

The next section will describe the developnent in Greoo-lbnan times of 

DiasfX)ra Bible which i ocluded scrolls an:i stories rot fow'd in the received text. 

o·asix>ra Bible includes stories which describe the hero as v:irbxlus patrician 

('lbbit, Daniel) , illustra tes the wisdan of the wise · (Susanna am the Elders) , or 

value and faith in Gerl as Red.eener (Judith). I will discuss \tbere these 

stor· s ca:rre fran a.rd why the Jewish people took than in - ard, as in every section, 

pr sent n of these stories. 
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As was to be expected, teachers, writers arrl parents in each generation 

added stories to the sacred traditions to fill in gaps, explain away embarrassing 

incidents, clarify a person's character, or simply drive hate a lesson. '!his pro

cess is callErl midrash aggadah, story ccmrentary. I will describe what we know of 

the origins of aggadah and analyze sore of the stories which surface at this time 

in the 1:arratives of such historians as Artapanus arrl Josephus and the writings of 

the early rabbis. In time sore of these stories became so familiar that they cane 

to be accepted as Scriptural by rrost Jews and, being so credited, altered subtlely 

and significantly the Jewish understanai.DJ of the Biblical message. 

I plan to present brief descriptions of the well-krx:wn oollections of 

ancient legend arrl story from which Jews drew_ rruch of their material (Aesop, Pan-

chatantra , the Ocean of Story) and to discuss what ·they took and what they left. 

r will illustrate what was borrCMed and try to sl'xM how the message arrl content 

of these stories was changerl in that process. We will have to face the question 

what, if anything, nakes the story Jewish. Do Jewish stories have a particular 

f 01.-m? A particular message? 'Ihe answer, I believe, is simply that a Jewish story 

is one told by Jews to Jews usin:i tenns which Jews wo.1ld understand, am avoid

ing x.ms Jews would instinctively disai:prove. 

'Ihe next section will describe the major published ex>llections of Jewish 
.. ; 

stories, tell sarethi~ of the antoologists; and report on the ol'¥30iBJ role of 

oral trad • tions in Jewish culture. '!be place of the story in everyday life will 

·11 

senron; sclx>ol lesson; soplisticated allegory; political satire; en

t, etc. I want to make the point that midrash a<Badah was not sinply a 

qu to enliven the Jewish message rut a means of alteriRJ the Bible to fit 

n s and assumptions of different cx.mrunities of Jews. 'lo make this point I 

o vil 

of stories fran the Story Bible, particularly th:>se whidl deal 

s: the miracles of God, the actions of the Messiah, the darljer 

how to deal with than, the ix,wer of faith heroes am roly men, 
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the proper r oles of rren arrl wcm2n, arrl the proper conduct of a Jew. In many ways 

one can l earn rrore alx>ut Judaism fran the p::>pular Bilile than fran the published text. 

I hope in the process to suggest a typ::>logy of stories by CX)ntent, if not by form. 

a) Exempla - the hero as m:x]el of virtuous behavior whcm Jews named 

a s heroes and why (patriarchs, David, Alexarrler, Hillel, Aki.ha). 

b) Carrnentary - the enrichment of. the text rreaning. 

c) Tales mysterious and macabre - Lilith, the Golan, the Dybbuk, the 

I 
Sambatyon, ix,wer of the supernatural. 

d) Tales of trial arrl ultimate vindication - Daniel, the martyrs (Akiba, 

Meier), the lost Ten Tribes, the Elijah stories. 

e ) Aaapt.ations and translation - the stoi:y for the story's sake - King 

Arthur as a Jew, the many versions of Aesop, Sinbad. 

f ) Tales of Heaven and Heavenly visitors - (Kab31 lah, Raphael and 

Michael, the pious wh:> visit Heaven). 

g ) Parooy and Satire - the Ma~arna (Al Harizi) , the Purim spiel_, the 

role of the 1'1aggid as social critic. 

h) Allegory - Philo and Supp.irei ·ha ·Maasayot to Nachnan of Bratislav. 

A final sec ion will discuss stories and storytelling in rrodern times. As edu

ca ion broadened horizons and Jews heard and read the stories of other cultures, 

e Story B"ble ceasoo to be a CX)nstitutive factor in Je.,,ish cx:>nsciousness. 

Antholog· ts 1 • e Louis Ginsberg and Bin Gorion set about collecting these tales 

f on prin 

v • 1able r 

ources s o that they would rX>t be lost, and once the tape recorder was 

chers set out to reoord the oral literature of exotic Je,,ish m1r-

. . . . fore these aditions disappear (ton Noy). muni 

Urex tedly, the Jewish story refused to die. Its renaissance began 

• t • ng e Has· d:im who s t great inp:>rtance on the story as a teaching device. 'lheir 

. ~r·es of end lt with the irnnediacy of religioos experience, an3 so fit well with 

expe.r·en arrl existential teTper of the times. '1he first JTDdern Jewish story-
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teller was the early nineteenth century Hasidic master, Nahman of Bratislav, whose 

canplex and extended allegories set a pattern which was followed by such writers as 

Kafka and Babel . In our century Martin Buber fumigated am popularized the Hasidic 

story, made them available to a European audience, arrl suggested that the story form 

was inssibly the best, if rot the only, way to describe the inner life of man. The 

rrore traditional midrashic approach also has been revived by writers (Bialik, Fleg, 

Agnon) while a clutch of Yiddish writers have oontinued the tradition of the story 
I 

as a vehicle for satire and social ccmrent (I. B. Singer, Peretz, Sh:>lem Aleichen). 

I will close with a word or two about the future of the J~ish story -

if it has one. 



• Jane Isay 
Basic Books, Inc. 
10 F.ast 53d St:Iaet 

Yoxk, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Jane: 

July 23, 1982 

~t•s pit the stoey-tel.li.n;J book en the ham bmm' far ■t1Je. 
I am goi.r¥J to oo sane nom WOik in and m:amd tbt• field 111d 
then I will see hew it sets up in ~ aim. Ne ~ hmM t:MO 
different books in mini, we Dlt:f not. At tb1a point it w:IJJ 
take sare rmths befaa:e I knew renlJy haw I Ullllt to p..'OCIIB~~ 

Int.be meantiloo, I want to ask a favor. I hava, off and an 
aver the last year, plugged llltllf'f at a book wu.dl tries info•► 

ly, rut ser.ioosly, to rat ae the ql.lllilltkms Wlidl t.muble ncn
orth:>dax Jews if they thiilk aar:lo1aly ebcut blltDJ 3rdlb. I 
.~- set the book up as a d1wc,,..~on betltam 11Ptlf 11114 ~ ■ 

fi: to six day ca,,. inatiblbe. It is not a book Brae 
~ ....... want. I didn't inbllrl it far yo;,,r _..,ta.oa, mt I do 
neeo a profeaaicmal. editor'• ldriae en 1111' 411p.l)Bdl wbidl baa 
nroVe:I to be a diffio1lt fee •at. I IICDW if ym 1n1ld be 
wil.l.inJ to give it a qntdt read ., you m 11Jd tall • if tba 
book shawi be x8llhaped aid hew. If ym hlllm •t tha tfm 
a.,1Jd you nKUtG&d aanecaa? I knew that I• ••t.nJ fer 1&<r
%et:1&1Jcn!IL1. gnidance am I IOJ]d be vJJ]i"9 tD PIii' far tbll ld

typ!■CJ.il't ODJ]d be aeot. 0D IDGlt1m in late ~llt . 

.... &48 fJma }Qi in good health an4 that the office bal 
set:tJ.E,a Oewl in its t.ylecl quart.en. 

Dlnia1 ~ Silwr 




