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Chapter 1 

DOING WHAT COMES NATURALLY 

Our discussion began with challenge. 
C ..... 

- Being Jewish or being ,>,-.,.~-rought to make a difference • 
~ 

, but 

I can't see that it does. The Jacksons lived next door. I went to Sabbath School 

and John went to Sunday School, but as far as I can tell the only difference in our 

upbringing was that I got presents on Chanukah and he on Christmas. We were raised 

' with J L the same rules. We went to the same schools. We took out the same girls. 

We liked the same music. We cared about the environment and Vietnam. We were dif-

ferent, of course, everyone is; but it was not because I was a Jew and he a Chris-

tian. Perhaps if I had been raised in an orthodox home and gone to a day school 

I might not feel this way, but I wasn't• I didn't, and I don't think of Jew 

t p -- • •, : a u •• 4 " a 4, as anything but a label. Being a Jew is only a small part of me and noI particularly 

.,. ~rs;.11111C,111·r-.J._,~,:~ ...... : .. _•:•0-'' .. ti.1f!~;....tt1.i!r:.-.~!!~•L
2
~12a,~, .... , ......... aa•~•ai:.:-,:ua111r-,™=-~--~::a~ 

important part,- ~1?s'!'!'_, .2~ ~:;; ~ i.. -~;; ~ ' t' 
t•••• 7a·u_. •bn,ltls • 

r 0 0as·• !1•"• usu a 1:r answer sertaei -----·----- ·---
r, .. , .. 

p tba P 

~£¥.,C!i11& t:h 11"'.t ~, a , •• ti' j]!/d,., r 

• 1 1 at j sfg ,rou . 

Td@stitp M $. 'x - 1 I I 3 115 L@&sc C r lead_... an active 

.k:Ji sb h,,'ef;;;::;;:= f i3 $;&4•1Mi8 t:!' ===.-.:~-lj -~e., ,,.. • 

PPIIISll?li[llll••-l lliI■!llll77111211111511119..ir11·•· 11r1111211f■l~PiWRiillf~j iPiSllliilif-4QPL••r■■ 1 ii see t $ , • I I l11 J ] j &g 

tg 7 . 

- If I ever need a religion I'll look around until I find-.. one that 

seems to filmy needs. Until then, I'll reserve judgment. 

Y•'- 1-o ,-,'1 u r 
llr ••• acquire, a religion by shopping around and picking whatever happens 

h>,tt,~ 111e" 1· . ~•A ~..,4\& .. ,, U'~w.-+ au 41 1 bf 
to catc eye. re igion ·cs;;Jis lodged in,our sou ong e ore 

~"', e QL.:eill,.-. I ~ ~:i ~".l .:,a { ~ .• 'tt_c,.. ia"'ri-e ~•:f,j rt~ •;q~mi ~ Oeo lol,CI ~I\J.\ 

~:::j lii~:=r1a!"!d '"c::,r,m"'1f.,. •• ■ Eli} i!!, ~~!:~t:.!!:i":.!':!i~~ft1MW..A 
""'° ~ ... dcnoJep, t asemc sci!i ■■ ••••••• and lia1Ji• •• ■1J11 :;•dgmcats ab••• the 

'➔Rl' we'nc •••11 b ■ ata ■ i. A religious identity is not something"e!;' : put on and 

take off at will. Our ideas and afsT+f.wtlas change, we're not prisoners of the 
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past; but ~,=; ~1:4-,J-:,-;1\:b \l•?ts to be n i ■110rt ut pJ5t of us }'f<e suit that 

""T-., •""- ftc ltlr, flA.Mft.,,~ 
weil? t t Ii rirf will be cut in a fa::Al • rs pattern Ll O 11 • 24 

~:11 :5•ar ••94ta5gt tf~ II ~,._,,.,,-w 't .-..AA 
I /4t -f i s &7 than ; I I • In college I chose my maJor. 

" ~ r ,,,r '" ~-
When I left college I c~ my career. I chose my wife. •chose•• 16-Ve 

f f~,~i~r"c'h~o~~tt.'t fta,.."t\, \ Flu1\ ""-i A6• ~U• • .,. • """• 7, ,. ., ..., _ .,.,,, 
Did you see a Francois Truffaut film called The Wild Child? It's about an 

infant who was abandoned by his parents and raised by wolves. When he was about 

......... ~ ,. T\lt ......... . 
farmers found him

4 
At that point he was not only illiterate 

and fearful of human contact but unaware that he could use speech to communicate 

his rm£. His environment had been wild and so was he. 

- But that's a movie. 

It was based on an actual case. Without family, schoo music, 

friends, the best and brightest among us would 
,.,, ... .:i-w~. 

• 1 4 

51 ·trs. Our reach is circumscribed by what others do for us and the opportunities 

twA. ~61- A I Al ~ •fl ott•'f_=t•--1", A4 '!'at A~ J fCA,-iW • n_..•~. 
society makes available to us. There are no sel -made-ieople. George Bernard 

~ .. 
Shaw said it with customary verve: ''Indepen ence, that's middle-class blasphemy. 

We are all dependent on one dnother,every soul of us on e a rth." 

- If you're saying be a Jew because your parents are Jews, I won't buy. 

"' _; I don't r te the way my parents do. We have different tastes in music and 

art. We don't agree on many things. If I don't accept their politics, and 

I don't, why should I accept their religion? 

You've mistaken my point. I'm not arguing that you ~:"&~ , ..... c.,ro11~.:1 n 

s J • 111 in your parents' footsteps, if that were true we wouldn't be having 

,. I) 1'-,T 
this discussio~ bu ike it or not, you've been deeply influenced by them. 

ou spent your most impressionable years a )i8RI Ii ■■ &&U&!JL..S 

tba jep•••• oi osndjtjas;aq, Jpdajsro seews oaturaJ acd aornfortabJe to roe; Hipdwism, 
.. ,. ? 

4espite a ~PPP bjt of sturl§.', rernajns a distant ,,nu •e:11. ,,,,,.,_...,.,"'-

& Jl"D,13&4~,_, Alth,T Al'-',.,_ ... rt( '9~,& .... 11 n,Cdw 

-., ~•.._ a. ... J.S. • .,r,. e:c ..,r .JT&,1,_.. It.- It, ., L ______ ...__ Ma t ~ 

,, •'4,..n-..4 :r'•~••• ,.., w,~L......,.. "":.tf •,-• 
,-~A I"-' A "•R,v ~I, ,U.J f'~ ~' •At• 

" ,,.-4 "~ er er""' 
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- I could leave Judaism without ever looking back. 

Don't be so sure. Bertrand Russell lost his belief in Christian doctrine as 

an undergraduate and never found any reason to return to the fold. ..-n he fall, 
1ta J.u,...,... ,...~' visitAI Athens he !oun, to his surprise, that 
~ ~ 

meant more 

to him than the Parthenon . • ~Iaa•••t~sa-.i[?ln his Autobiograp_,._._t.-,.is unexpected re-

h.aMs-...... -
action made him realize tl ~· fiis II upbringing had i •• influenced his 

rntr~-t~ He would always be a f.t•tc: ,,.the Christian world and an outsider, 

albeit an informed one, in • ~••"" .:TJr:¥1'!• 
; w!~l":at ~is1¢s=ds•a,:;t~F~•~~!1%. ~ ,:'a~aw:!j'!:t;i:,•s~ • 1\-A.,_..,-"• 

LJ c..., .,..._. ._... A A ,, .Pr.,__ a.,:f., 
They're senersll;s pi isl anps ·as LL It's not easy to become someone else. 

--~ '-•1\6"- w-e.,-n. M'-"e,o,. ""t Ae,I. ~•- .:i,t .r~•.it , L~. ' 
t ht wh 1 r Zil!t • g ab I g e. I choke every time I read of • those Washington prayer breakfasts where senators, lobbyists, and generals begin 

the day with bowed heads, asking God to give them the strength to spend the rest 

of the day manipulating the levers of power. , .. ,. .... 
How do you know that_. these ... are hypocrites? 

-- 1'tt "' • n.., '-" Q-'1-,,., -
---•••·lal!!l5■·111•6ither hypocrites or i900 1 t what ref,:.gion's all about. 

a ~.,"•'-" y,w £.~ laa l ~,,,._ ,,,_,. r,l&lw. • ._. 
P 1 t t Jl simply saying that 110JJ '± J ] ·I] 7 • n politics~ 

- They're hypocrites. I remember that when the negotiations at Camp David 

about a Near Eastern peace were completed a public ceremony was organized at 

the White House for the formal signing of the accords !'1 De.:aa~·of the heads 
• --of state, Jimmy Carter, Menachem Begin and Anwar Sadat made an appropriate speech ifj· 

in which he quoted the same few lines from Isaiah: "They shall beat their swords 

into plough shares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift 

up sword against nation. Neither shall they learn war anymore." The next day 

Sadat and Begin went up to Capitol Hill to ask Congress to sell more arms to 

their respective military forces, and ~•z•••••t Carter held a press conference 

in which he explained the treaty in the cold terms of gee-politics. 
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atJC- A,\I••,. '-' 
Polit cians have been known to npzsc tbazr cpseebas cdtb 

, 
Bible text aa rt,~ 

, but that doesn't prove that ~, 

~i,1 .. -.i~• .. ••e .. r position to be principleq :'i I "f C "?"t~:"'a:Z:;"' l ~tr~ 
.r; 

.llTIMZillt~niait· fl!llll■l-til·••-'tilibMie~·••■■ ·eunsts I 5 J • yr . I remain convinced that these three 

men spoke from the heart. Each is a confirmed believer, in fact a rather traditional 

believer. Jimmy Carter taught Sunday School for years. Menachem Begin practices 

orthodox Judaism, and Anwar Sadat followed the Sunni tradition of Islam. 

- Then explain, if you can, the quick shift from peace talk to Pentagon 

talk. 

- The major religions teach that as long as the world remains unredeemed, 

,._,,TM. 1-t::bllf ,-, 
••-••e--••21111i11□1jbM!i IIPlil? idealism n • 1) prudence. 

b 
-ufs"aiah didn't rush off{jlfter 

,'1'1w.ac
council. 

t .,,..". _,,...., 
hi§ Spece., to a session of Judah's O r Si 11 

Isaiah was a prophet, not a bureaucrat. Moreover, he was describing a 

,, 1,1..,.&._,Le.(, . 
utopian future, not letting out an agenda for arms reauction talks. 

A 
- How do you know that? 

'n. ,c..~j.~#41, •---• ~AMAi ~ \a•lfJ 
From his language. _wb·p ; • J r speech begins: "It shall come to pass 

. SN ~ . ~~-'- ~ 'f' L._., in the End of Days." • Biblical Ii I w 'the End of Days' • a speci ic term .._,..,...,_ 

,le., u ,-.,;t. ( '4.'6~ A ,'f'._~"", A C,. ._, '-. • !'-'~. ~ + ... ~ .,:(If the era of everlasting peace which ·nil!l begin caiaie:~ ■ ■• • •• .s---.. . 
1' 1'.• t=' "~\ ,-. ~ "-".._..~ .,_.A 

b ] 3n cnj JI] g JecreateM a new world in which "the lion shall lie 1[91 3 • - • 

down with the lamb, and a little child shall lead them." :fihs ■ni of Pd I J 1 

lr& - 5 I i 1 

- You're complicating a simple issue. f 1'\t(p h 1 • b 1 • • I Fl f aw o c aim to ere ig1ous 

don't work for peace, they're hypocrites. Bombs and religion don't mix. 

'if one comes to kill you, kill him first.' ntil the Messiah comes, I'll 

pressure our government to negotiate arms reduction, the arms race is a costly 
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.t ',""'9 TC 
and suicidal folly, but I'll not iszsnd tf t 

• i 1 PW I 

~ I guess we mean different things by religion. Define your terms. 

Harvey Cox describes religion as "that cluster of memories and myths, rites 

and customs, ideas and institutions, that pulls together the life of a person 

or group into a meaningful whole." The religious need, the need to feel that 

what we're doing makes sense, is as basic and essential to our happiness as 

the need to love and be loved. 

that our commitments have been 

We need to feel that the way we live is appropriate, 

intelligently chosen, and that tab"- ae:::t"'w\11 

be consequential. We need to feel that there is more to life than eating, sex, 

work, illness and the grave. I didn't choose to be born. I would prefer not 

to die, but I can't do much to prevent it. I want to know why I'm alive and 

why so many confusing things happen to me. Our religion, any religion, assures 

its communicants that a certain kind of life is the right way to live and that 

if °t:'rtollow certain instructions ~IJUl be putting our days to good use. I 

could give you a number of sophisticated definitions of religion, but you'll 

understand if I quote Salvador de Madriaga: "Religion is all that we do to 

prove to ourselves that God is not mad." Religions are the cultural entities 

which r ·•1 allow us to affirm and confirm life's inherent meaning. We can't 

do without this support. 

- I could. I do. 

c:a'r __ EA21 Everyone's got a religion. Psychologists speak 

n. 
of I will to believe as one of the givens of our emotional makeup. 

motto is: 'show 

Do you believe in love, beauty, joy? 
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- Love, beauty and joy are feelings everyone experiences. They're universal. 

Religion isn't. I've never had a religious experience and no one I know has . 
.1,.,~, 

Most so-called religious experiences are fdrms of self hypnosis or mass hysteria. 
A, 

'V• t1II J ""'IMIJ . A'· V a:T911111, ,,a Then mystics like Ezekiel, the Buddha, or Francis of Ass1ss1 ➔ as sere 

1-."' •¢:e,- ,,,~,,"' 
tft ■ R i1illiiilli. . :,ts. 

Ill" Ya. • .:z,.,,._ JtJltll ~ ~..:n. -..L..., • .( 1\a • '-.L C wen-- 6•-C. 'A- 1-..AM➔ 
- I'm sure that there are spiritual sensitives. Religion's a special talent, 

'-~-, At V•• CC..Ai"9 ·tLJ&"""41...... ~ .-..:t • .., like a musical ear~ ~•snot a universally sh ■ i sElti eed. trc t 

Ar\. 'M:i- J. llt.1\14 AJ,:A 
bn I - I. I <illl\'t think ..._ people -· • 

--... l .. a.,\""-.C.fM... 1 . 1 h'h. Mysticism is to re 1910• as ecstm;y 1s to ove. It invo ves a eig tening 

" of a 

FA •a,~~ at a low• 
,,. &-l, 
temper 

,rv, 
emotional 

1/a .,~ M \. 'kW' 4, 

,,.. ,,. ~t ~·" ,Z '-- ::.& ,. ......... ., ar... ~~ .. ~. 1\a..a '•• ",. """"J.w,1l 
s"tr\ i-t-e~"?frtWrt we can fit them into a pattern. Without a religion/ 

which sanctifies a particular pattern of ideas and values, your facts are of 

little use to you. 

-I don't believe in God. 

~ 
I bat• ts Jli.ssppejst rm:r, h rt egnestj si cc on tthcism l ■ 21t sesassari 1~, 

QQiiillllii.&.Jii1iilif~y..-.,3111s1111■1111111111--•-•• •l•i'!Sl!ll!li•s•as"' Belief in God ~~ '\1111\.• ~re a":!tit:;r1:'1 .. pueiJ· b J e 

rc • tu II'! ideaf 
J,-._. 4•&.. .. .,. ..., ,.,.,..,. ~ 1,c., . •1\- AtJJ. ~Ac- ,.. • T 

which can inform a religion. la ■ case of Pats •• aha pz cs•• 1 aly .. 
£61 14...hat 

ill& L tcz, 

we'd all be mad . 

.:x.'"' -,.1 i'Aitc.,"' ~ .. r 
Oum z sligioas is4eie the published teachings 

"""'.. j" "-- ..-. "',.., C. 7\1 ~- ti,.. ,.:\ • butthat cluster of iSeas, values and1iopes 

~J-
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;,,..1" ....... """' -----ilia accept on faith that cluster of ideas and institutions which ~CALtt?sa -r •I\ 

to us that our lives have meaning. 

- I dsa'1i sen l 
~ .__, ~ ".rr , ;ran aas call me religious. 

.1& 1\1\ ~ ;r ,a '-a. '' C \I'"- M'-1, -:I 
I've no particular faith 

particular need to believe. 

Do you feel a need to order your life? 

- l ·met to 11cdo1 ■ •••• 11y TJJa•ll. 1 I look to science, not religion, to 

•S •AAl•A. give me answers. Science l a a :sy • g 1?7722 Religions with their myths ~Iii• 
4 «-~eQtC. ~fc-,.-., y. ro, fbD'k'I l2et """'..A.c."''1£, .... simpiy add to the confusion \ook on religiohas a 11:: of sophisticated 

A ~ 

... 

magic. Religion says light candles or make a pilgrimage and you'll get into 

Heaven. Lighting a candle•: 1:,;V;., won't help you get ;i,~:J ii,.., ~ @' ~ •"-tlJ, 
"' ~:-• ,k:~ •ca~ '• 'r ~ '-•u.a • , 

sA ,..._ •• , but I lllliiiMllllllilMi~t reciting the blessing 
/,,I r ,.~--~-.,c.w. ,,,.i, • .c~,..-.~, .1\G'~r11 can and often does remind • that wa ear :U i Ii o d : 1 1: z 21 ii r I I I j J 

earn me Brownie 

CWt.t.t.t\ .,.,,~.J' ~ C. •• ,~ • ' ~ # , L ~ .:,:, ..,,_,_ L 17n:F 7s J; us j ti 2 st: @Ni. Al ,.- ~ ~•" f\.c..••1 .- • ~ ,,_., ...,,_~ • ~ 
1\c-,-c, U /VtJ A.,.,1.•tr° ,ww&C- A~ .. r&.:I f'T~1"1.•-.~"tif..1l,.,t=F~~A - Lighting candles or keeping kosher won't get you into ~eaven. • 

Heaven (l;-=:,l& 1\~ 1 ta 1 l ■ us ?Rt to w· r our dreams. I don't believe 
~-- Ta, .C,4tn1•~ .~,.. that there's any such place, but I .l:n@r; th a I l i 5 i need to acknowledge life 

~ ~._,&.wJ.c.. ~ 1\o V.►atk. ,.,..,, as more than a brief and ap1&•Js ~ 2:r a_; to the grave. Religions are in the 

• dn....-n "-'!II ft • • r h • h .d_ ..:I encouragement business an Ilssrr :,- prsgsst2on OE :::illl mos► c er1s ft RfGQ._mS. 

~u'll find Heaven inM,~ fr:J'!,fiJ',~~eligions. 

- Precisely, and it's all pie in the sky--a con game. 

Not at all. I~tts~ti :,r:•zu1::a}:~ f-'tr...-.:•n 1!cft~raa-~ ~1 ..!: ,-J ,.,,,_,, 
• "' ,. ~ n kA•,, .,., ~ Jo• ,:,~ . often down tbsp nr and the promise of our religion ¥•iz:is •h1I ihatc sue 

U.1& ' l, I\ r w-'\ t/-.ft_..,..., ~t\,4 -nw ').CID"( ., -.J•a.,• . ._ .n.~ 
e 
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W. 1"\..,~c., 1-' ,,.._,.f! .,_. '3014 .. t .. Cfu 2 • ~ ..,_,~ f.J, •, Mru-,._,. ...,_.._ 
R8••!•ens «jonora 11 1r 1d ••• • 22aui!sa •• p11■ iaas, Jong Jjfe beaJtb @9'1 

~J.e,l ~!t!,~~:e ~!:S,':'::=:":!.~ -~~Z-s~f. X,•ia\ ":':i~!d·ar~:"!a•;~" ►au,._~ 
l'I ,-n .,...,.. 1 K ""'Aw""' ., • • 4 , ,-... 4'•• r ,..._ w" • A-t ,-,.,. ,4Wl •• ,,. • "",~c." c. .. 

,pea as of roj od a Proroj Bed !:and tri BWPb oJFsr ••••11•20, A?J§a coaqacst. •• • victory 

'r'Mto,1-A•AT'&,_, , nf&a,"'4- l,~,i~ ,,,,,_,w,-,, 'j),,;( '71..... t,....,(.,t ,,. ~//.• F;-. .,.._,..-t-c, 1II 
of the p•oJ etarj at:. M3 f eo d images lost someof their power tb al± gb 11 1 I 

,.,afc,,.. '-, 1-e •~ -t~4\.,-AI ... •"' Mill\ A-Wlilt F'• ~ ,_._CAIi c,"--' , "• A~ 
• • __ • , C.iberal Judaism 

di#~~--.. .. 
of a Messiah, ar d to 2 ominJ e: az J aoe 

' 
A,.-r~•--•.14 

talks mdt! of a Messianic Age an 

~at they hag oever eccouragod ?PlfOPO to t aka tteaveo Ji terafiq, l!To!Sp too, 

on the scene1;Ja\•r4- .f'1=,('-.,::,,t,~:.,oo::f,!,v Ill 
~Mlt.,.~ "'' QM, Marxism promises Heaven on Earth •••11 s p p;en 

I II ff~i.l -'• 11-t &f\M,- c.,.,.LC 

Ml_ c.o .,,,~ l • 14- ,.,.-..-. '4,A.C 
- The Messiah hasn't come. "'§I a 'at . .\He's a myth. 

The Messiah hasn't come, may never, but for centuries this hope lifted 

the spirits of millions. 

- - ::11'1" ..,,.,\ 4,._ \1\~ '"'-' , C:, ~ ..Utll'-. ~P-' .. ,,,,,.. l,,,1+., '--s.r ➔ 
- My problem is not with the ancient myths but with our modern ones. 

ii , 1 5 M . . -r>.k . . . h k . h alk ~ ~ ' f ... ~ 
r _ • a ess1an1c Age 1s Just as p1e-1n-t e-s as messia t . :~~-it!• ■-.po ... 

t h,.... ...., l.f• -1\,\.A"''-'~ p , .. \-.,-c. a., 
• ? rrd j- f@:■ li&i th~ - 1; p)Y • 

Tc.,lf 1\--n -,-. C'~~, .. l\r t .. '--'~ T'•'-l'-e, ,P" ,~ 11.t .«•~ 11-• ,,_,,._ 
Tb J • I I 5 2 il[ I 1 1 r • a to Ju zp p s •l' is in lino: I: • a n 

~ •--~l':'t~,:::;M\tcJi; t::¼M,_IW'• A-.~ "-11-c. .&c, ,...."'t.-, •~ Aa .. '1" l\ '"'- h~ • 
,._M\..111. ,\.rtr\-4'"' n... .. 1 • ~ , .. .LlCC..li(l.aJ ~• _, W&w~ "'~ v,-.,.,.., '-' zwtn. -I 

!! I J cl The priests believed in Jiu ■ sn every bit as much as the laity. 

~- 't, t c..._ - ,.~ ..... • ..,,..4,ai 
The 1 1, Peforso 1 ZEB • t Polly • 
"'-A ~"""' r ...... , .,~, ~ ,~..... ....-"'lfllllli '-" 

world was well on its wa~,~~~•i ~ Jlge. t:~pes a society's 

will to believe that life is a challenging and significant journey rather than 

a pointless endurance contest. Without hope and a vision--in other words, a 

religion--each day is a burden. Caught up in a vision, each day becomes an 

opportunity. 

- Or a frustration. 

Better ... frustratio~-=- a goal unattained than the !Yf"}#Sfi of a life 

devoid of all purpose. We need a reason to get up in the morning. 
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- But that reason doesn't have to be a religious one. 

What else can it be? 

- I believe .... l srssncss in the mind and research, and in the possibility 

of political and social reform. My hopes ~:z :e ' ; M3 z m, &&~have 

nothing to do with religion. 

Oh, but they do. 

- They're based on what I've learned and experienced, not on what Judaism 

has taught me. 

&.\C.S- -. • .7.. • t\C' 
Your hopes 1cau ••• a;4 yea• fai•lz in temorraP, lib@§ 1 e based on unprovable 

I 
• - Nc,1 ~• " ~~it" ~~w.-, """' 1\-•..._ ~,, .c c-c.'r',c.. """''-' t..t '-" ,._-, 

assumptions a•• •h• is ■ u •••• uh ■r••a sbared bx waov sbous tbat van Jiua ia 

" 
a reJjqigus culture, 

bras?; , n 

I'll agree 

everybody needs to believe in something, but my beliefs have nothing to do with 

A.ll~AL 
prayer or nolidays, the paraphenalia of religion. 

' 
Religion, as I understand 

the term, ~epresents faith organized institutionally. .sJ~ NIT" '\N '""'.t:r .... 
I• "•731 a ei •• taat 

,.,... ... 
M•~•~n~i••f••·•••t•••r~s. Organized religion divides people. Look at Ireland, Iran 

and the Middle East. ioli,i ■ QII ■ 111 ■ 1111 ■ 11: aaatslc to £@5192 EE±lfllg EOEl}&1e 

a J s a IIlz a 1i • la a r mu et b a l i m n rni 11 • • 
Yo• &Jt • .:l lrrt" ,_,. ~ 

You're tilting with windmills. Yan can't bane ns1;,· 

0.t- \a..u ,r ,.,_ '-~ ~ A " • ,_,,J. "N 1,h-• L. 
An Abraham, Paul or Mohammed may express a ne 

A 

? I"-" ,,,. f'l#tW. --~ 
@fO?PiZitjen. .. 

but since 

we're social animals, not isolates: inevitably others are caught up in it, and 

since the new ideas need to be taught, its themes need to be celebrated and 

its teachings have to be put into practice as organization emerges. 

AAA~ 
- Look at the harm religions do, the Crusades, the Inquisition, 'holy' 

"" 
wars. 
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, .. ,\e . , •... 1tl\ r I 11t GI.& • J ,,,.,, ,.~, ♦f'!ligious leaders are power brokers. 9tl ■■ a sss:22 zihss ts be± ; azht'O. 

l'-'!~:tr:ts afle'#Nili22 tr a:tor ell ai ■f)i£3 grou,,ili people who share /A 

,A-91\WI\•.:: sr~,\~~~. ',',::a ,,,.tfEv'':f(.,h:~'f atl""~1~1 ""-:, 7t':."l;~•~•~.: .. .".f a~~~ :a ~ ~• t.-..,-.. ,.,,,11 1~""t111,,· ~,•v · ·, 'IY goes pub11·c. -,9 ',\every compe ingre igiou~ message ens . 1 ■ 

And when it does it becomes commercial. A rabbi or a priest is just 
~-&.A,(. another guy earning a ■ i • ;. 

Who probably could have chosen other and easier ways to make a living. 
ftr ,,.._ .. _.. ...,-n ..,._.t.,,., ,11\iT' ,i...t 

- ReJ;g· p never let people alone. S me self-appointed guardian of public 

"' morals is always saying, "you can't read this book" or "you can't have an abortion." 

~"e:\"'111:-h"•;f" ,,•.~:r Gz~l,f u~L)?t:,~""e,:"r';';u" ~~'.;., ,,c 
'- ,V ,11 ~ I I' "1.w-,-,J "~ _.,.. • ~C4'1.u '... • .-. ad sf a s ierm of burner 5 b p;j Sf· Some religious groups promulgate their 

views by heavy-handed coercion, others by gentle example. Some aggressively 

,/ 

convert the unenlightened. Others teach respect for the views of others. Protestantism .. " gave us Prohibition and Sunday Blue Laws and tJ ·a country's strong bias in favor 

of the integrity of the individual conscience. 

- Protestants are now demanding that .the school day begin with prayer and 

that Genesis I be made part of the science curriculum. 
,J.~ •• ;;:i-.... 

Some CJ • I g rs lobbied for the prayer amendment. Others opposed 

it. The same is true of Creationism. ~ j I ~ligions are not monolithic. 

• .... J I• i\.n.-,1 '-•41 "'-' American Protestantism includes the Moral Majority '!J•t b • tbrw t Jr •o 
A,.t ~ ~,-,-.,.,1\.t-1.1 •. ~Ji Ack I - ,-,~,a1l-the ("'1 Watch and Ward societies-lAlii policed Puritan New England and the N •· gl 

t • '" 3 • a Si 5 D1 1 • oil Tu t • ,.. " ,. • Council of Churches which has been accused of supporting revolutionaries \1'!e 

.,-::, T'"',t,L' a :' ~~ : ·""'A.I\ c.a, ,, - 1 

- Some rabbis testified in favor of the Prayer Amendment. 
, .. ., "' .,,... """"I •• ,. a.-- l,.., More were vigorously opposed. Religious communicants ~hare c•~•••R ro]jgi0us 

?::Ws,#l+t: zt2[J~•.~ f'-;~~:'iJ"'!'-'• ~~ cc~,t'=':-Ar ~• m. ,-A '- T• , .. .., .. 6 ",, ,,,,.:r ,. ", • ..,,..." c. pt!M§ ,aiicy. Those who favor the amendment argue that our schools need to 

" have a clear sense of purpose and that only a faith rooted in God can provide 
I /tft 1\.,-,. n. ,it .t I ,i.~A· .. .-f A &t A ~ ~ that•¼£ sense of purpose. Those who are oppose1~oubt that ra er would 

,,_ •111~e1»•• «w- A-rff""-'• ,.. A ... ,J" ""'-'-• .w c.,-~..--,i1..,. ... r- .... ......,..., strengthen tne student's moral fibre,pnd empnasize~~e separ _.::;. ~----- ~, .... 
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that the early rabbis allliadeliberately set aside all the writings of the Greek-

speaking diaspora. Until then I'd never associated Jews with censorship. 

- Chaim Weizmann in his biography describes how he hid his first science 

texts inside a large Talmud folio for fear that the Melamed would discover he 

of acceptable movies ?5:--S@rnaod thats nd:sc2s Sltjll di@ agzeu::cat to a 11outisnJar 

1 

- There is never any excuse for censorship. 

..I:'~. . •CMJ ~ 
Again, that unfortunate 'never.' Both examples th ·s, l 2 cited ... e 

.. ~MII.T "',.,,. •~~ periods ~f stress ■O J i~ wen leaders feared that Judaism might drown 
A 

in a sea of unJewish ideas. 

- Weizman's physics primer didn't threaten anyone. 
-n.. tJA.- 'llf'r AC1AMn:t •~ • ..._, ,._,~ 

It wasn'tiiliiabook that worried his teachers. Tney had been suddenly exposed 

,_ ~a..,J.. i,.,t ~,-J ~•-- ai•~---~t,lcra,t.rAa• 
cultural worlawhich they didn't understand wa Lat tl11stsrs1 hay. 

- You can't de~y science. No one can. 'L, lh,y1'\.,, "* &a ""' 1~b, 
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True, and within a generation of the time Weizman had his knuckles slapped, 
-ihd ,~ ,,..,.,_..,~~ 

schools run by the QaS J a like Yeshivah University had developed major departments 

in all the sciences. 

- Censorship seems to attract religious folk. The Roman Church forced 

but 3 

That's what I've saying. Religions stifle progress eaan■J-•--~ 

t-1\ 1\.~ HI 1r• • our minds to new ideas. 

leligions are valuable to us precisely because 

commitment to certain principl s. A religion without convictions 

is a contradiction in terms. he familiar image of God revealing the law to 

Moses is, among other things, a dramatic image of :Ty.tp,cJ;'t abilit}settlf~ 

for us, once and for all, the over what is right or just. 

4--.ru .. A.t, 11-..-a ./tit c..lrl\J1 •"' Ao .,,, a,\1-6;." '-t••C. I.• You._ agreea:th me that religious folk have closed minds. 

Some do. Not all. 

a'f! f1~ Wff'i 
A religion may consecrate respect for other views as ,~-,,.. 

• g 1 e. 

- I don't know any creed that begins, 

ira• ,,,. i mpletely open-minded. .. 
if~ ............ _ ........ ._ ... __ ~!1111111"'! 

a s st nmd sare I S@)( N iF se• • 

'I am committed to open-mindedness.' 

~ •U ..,._,,. c.a .. .,im ....... - a.t. .. ~ ~ ..,.. 111 I . I 1 



h ~3" a.c.c. • p o f'i&ltl -ft'4.~J.,e>.wc, l~d 
is a a I I 1 r orJnized around •tvl 
~,-., " -...~ .. , D' 

ldl ■ tbs ■•: ·-•life-enhanci~::_lu~~,.LJ 

to be right, may t tr lftr. What we "know" to be right, what our religion affirms 

,,~-"'-
four growth-as 4A.O 

"".,..,__,-.... 
Afrikaa~rs O~ j 

',a 1\w ,, '- ,...,; 
who "know" that apartheid is right a22J of all those churc an synagogue members 

~ ,-.,"' ,,.., ,. n• tMJ.,\ a.wci.a ~.,,,.j ~" .. .., 
who "know" that the arrJ!°~~ce ~s· the ultimate folly. ,,. 

- Again, you're labeling as religious ideas which have nothing to do with 

religion. 

J':"0,!2~l2c1f'?c~c~tb!s 1":}ti't@~d§ t1ra4,r!it11!':f:C G~ii@~~--,., 

r~~)•:t ~f !t,r .'!1-c!z ~1l:t 1 !!'1EL ■'frz• •L ,'■la~., P.~a'T:C-t i1'nJ=fi!£'i z:J\&a"' :Ja IA.Al 

~•::!"ari:le!B)as1't\,er ~::slft~Ct~ "-~ C..C.,&1•..1 • 

T .... • -· tb +-h • , • I 2 3 , ..e J 771177 21125113?? 2222pta as 58 5 t I' 11 say it 

again--! don't believe in any religious ideas. I don't believe in a personal ,rr , ,.,_, ~ ... ,..,.,., ._..~.; .. 
God, in life after death, or that ;J- praye• ~ answered. 

A,, 

&then 2 C , •. 

fo,lf-.w" tp,-..,_J CN lta."-4 
You believe in democracy~•Nll•J•••• ,.. . 'flill Jr1li 7 I ti Fi TJX I ii 795 ~come 

a oeacefuJ rJase YAP bs]i81f8 that uen sen GXFJRP;zo rm,r Jjfe 11sef;;J]y. on 

what basis do you hold these convictions? 

fArr,.A,-, ,.,,., ..... ..w..-..., 
- W... aren't religious ideas. They're self-evident propositions. 

:e;yeruors agrs,a. ,t l:sast s:0250110 ~' 'l ,. ... l 1.. 
JJl!O 26 I ,a:ts ,. I ■ ll&LLIJ & f&] IE ■ pst I 

'"' n a.~ ... "-\ "~"~ I au I so. A billion Chinese believe tha; tbs jptjjgjdna) roust s::berdis.te 

c:J..-hJ,§ ese to tbe QQ]]estiFe. ""cial harmony, not personal initiative, is the 

idea~h~laividual has no inalienable rights. ~bi fnostiRP pf the itate js 

to eraznize dntjss ea,JjtzhJu and to s22 tbzt 2112rt" , is , hst he's sunnseed 

~ Chairman Mao taught: "We must all learn the spirit of absolute selflessness . 

. . to proceed in all cases from the interests of the people and not fro~ one's 

sold interest." A member doesn't tell the commune what he wants to do. Tasks 
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are assigned. Yon do r rlr-ed:: ye::'• a t.1 ld. Such collectivist assumptions are no 

more demonstrable than those MS e individualistic values you cherish; and both 

sets of values are, in fact, religious positions though both you and Mao, or 

his ghost, will object to the label. 

- How did Chinese Communism get into this conversation? We're discussing 

religion, not politics. 

Maoism meets Cox's definition. It supports in China a cluster of ideas 

and institutions which consecrate a particular set of actions as necessary and 

redemptive. 

- Mao closed China's temples. He removed Confucius' writings from the 

schools. Communism is anti-religious. 

3,1w ••n 
True, but at the same time it's a religion . . Aai ••••a-China and the Soviet 

Union portraits of "saints" hang high in vast ceremonial halls, and people by 

the millions make pilgrimages to the mausoleums which contain the bodies of 

their patriarchs. In both countries a consecrated scripture is interpreted 

officially, and anyone who questions the received dogma is condemned as a heretic. 

Books are censored. All schools are parochial. The formation of a person's 

faith is carefully supervised by a zealous clergy of party faithful. There 

, 

is even a messianic promise: the great day when the contradictions of history 

will be resolved and an age of classless joy will envelop the earth. Marx and 

Mao prided themselves that their philosophy was uncompromisingly materialistic 

and damned religion as an opiate by which the privileged keep the masses tranquil 

and passive, but their disciples have established a state-church which, formally 

44 -u,c,11Tc., N 
at least, seems like a • of the medieval church-states of Europe. 

- I've always thought of religion as something to be encouraged, as by 

' definition good, useful in • shaping character and moral sensitivity . 

your " •-.i•• then I have to accept the claim that Communism is a religion, 

some 
,, ~ ... &a-er.. 

religions.-,. dangerous~ 

• 

If I accept 

idea that 

/ 
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'W'ro RE8diseosed to think 112]) of raJi•hnz hsnz4ts ~st of us grew .. 
up in a country where the power of religion was constitutionally circumscribed 

and so we associate religion with the beauty of a sanctuary; the hush of a 

congregation and noble thoughts rather than with clerics and commisars who 

A~• RAW, .. , t.. ~ ... "-" ~ ,y,,-...at-, . 
tell us what we can't doA Ur fsrtnnat a 1 l r• IJery religion has a darker side A 11• 

!.' r:a,u!'!::t1rJ:tr:ru1t .. :r~3? lr 5 :,~l~Jf ':it~,fn~r" rr\'t'ti:t i AQ A 

'-t .t.R~..- l''rt-1'.A ~ ,_.. t.,~ •fE 
religion is simply the shared raith and practice of a particular group. Communism 

. 1 . ."" b f . 11 . 1=; __,, h . . . is a re igion ecause tens o mi ions•-£ t .at its ideas give a sense of 

purpose and hope to their lives, not because its informing ideas are necessarily 

life enhancing. 

- By your definition Naziism would qualify as a religion. 

" ,~ '~ "4--C 1,lt 
Naziism displayed most of the features we associate with apocalyptic ;. 

religion: strong faith in a charismatic leader; total commitment to a set 

Ait1tt&.J"& &u~-r"'•~• 
of values which are held to be of ultimate importance; @h@ GOH: i I • t that 

there is only one truth and that all error must be suppressed; grand public 

pageants at holy shrines like Nuremberg; a bible, Mein Kampf; a messianic 

vision of a redeemed world purified by Aryan leaders. In its heyday Naziism 

presented a collection of myths, rites, customs, ideas, and institutions which 

pulled together and certified the aspirations of much of the German nation. 

- If Naziism fits your definition, I'm more convinced than ever that 

the world would be better off without religion. 
,\,--p , • .,.,, .. ,~♦&£ 

a natural element of our -Religion is lives, not an option 

"' we can exercise or not. Religions exist everywhere and affect everyone, even 

~ ir ~ .... ,.,,, ~~ tr' 1\•l"~r\.,.., ~ "'"-" • ..,. 
those like sas a C J 77 whc a~ .,;n ~~;n ,!iii,,' _;::r,;t:.:. a:.; 

group is religion -less because to ha bnnap i 5 to be a ?OEfllS@d GE@fttBE@ GQQff i.ous 

~~•.__ C,h .,, .. 
o~,_.Jai-f~Silil'Eillilfi@iS■@WE■iW@~?illl.a1112•--•t-1 can'~survive without a sense of purpose, 

a• r sat cf affjrzatjoes 11bjsb »rornise to grdda 11s tbronsb tbs sarfnsjaa exserjeocec; 
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,.1hj ob arc the ct ff of sr:r J i ues. 

- The Nazis were storm troopers, brutes. 

r,...~ },SJ "-';:~~ious personalitN, , 

Define what you mean by a religious person. 

- One who takes faith seriously and who lives by his faith. 

The Nazis were true believers. 

- Someone who is affiliated with a congregation. 

The Nazi Party was their congregation. You signed up. There were membership 

dues. There were regular meetings at which hymns were sung, a collection 

taken up, and loyalty pledged. 

f . 'd . . . . i.,.,,. ltN'/1 - I Satanic i eas like those of the Nazis are religious, why :v 12 ny 

p fl encouragJlus to be religious? 
~ II\ W,,,,.C,~M ft A.• ......,__,_, ,-_w Af, t ltJ I'&.,.,._, I\~ I :C t\• '-' ..... • ~,-• Ii & fv.J 
]. - le. ;J11st f lisjt o- Ii. I :a; 26 diE 4!@11 1t110,n1 f&lths 

-..,tr, .. o~ta .. t•h•s•Hllll••■T~b~@~Diailll:-t•._~sMe~s~t_.,._.l!•s•z~i~c~a~11~S,-Pi~i&~t•a1Z11-.i ... dillll•lll!il•~; first-hand experience 

with the psychopathology of religion. We've never had a religious war in 

our country. Ignorant of history and associating religion with our parents 

and a few holidays, we innocently identify religion with motherhood, family, 

and pacifism rather than with the all white churches of the south, the Scopes 

Trial, Father Coughlin and the cross burnings of the Klan. 

lh&J ta • gJ : ; bat I GUii C llJt@ ll:L J • g , ~ If you' re right and 
1, .. ,,. 

everyone of us is caught up in the web of~· JI religion, how do 

we ever~rspective J~.- .. ,~!r:DJ'l,'t:atr 11 "'· 
1 o-. .. ,s~.:.,., 

~o';oe~'-;t':f1re~1:s"'\';' a~ a':::-~~ . .,~1 s~P..-=, ■aka the P2£CSFUYA.A,,'-,Ut, 

o!f!js 5-;''a~~r'fr,td? 
God gave us each a mind ,;i...u ........ !.t"• as well as a hear)• and, fortunately, iJ] J operate 

somewhat independently. You can fall desperately in love and yet know that 

',, ••• .,__." y, ... '·"'' your beloved is not right for you. The trick is never tsa Sf ~our mind, 



A A "..... " ... ~§i.k~e.n~t.ij.c~awt...-t~b~e~•s•s■n•a-•1111a ... -1 .. ,-.reau believe § JC J 7t reserve jud menf W Ff ·~ 
a believer. 

!9111 e. 
,,,r n ,._ ~ w.., ,_. . 

- There's a way out. I'm an agnostic. 

"-""J. ~•w••' ,_ '-'"• ,.,,.. ~ •"'•11\e.. '-•• £,\ n mi t 1 I that you' re not sure about God. il doesn't say that ,.,.
4 

tl'OwP n,"t" .,... """ --~ ,.,rr "·~- 'Tl.M.,-Z., .... ~~ r,~~PJ .... ..,, ... 
'4Q]]f §9)] been' lliUF Sb??Sd tr PF Si Tl? tr?di- 1 

-.J-'iidliSliP~'.at..-h•t~llii!ll
0 

€"' ~C-t!L~h .. alllt--2-£i---•s-,;••"alll!d"&f!lfl!S!!ll!l"'h""d"@~C,P"l,11111112a.Jilifia-t-•I •*alitillli?Mil?-a9Jo, 

--•----· •• lit!. I 22 EM er•■ way. lf21l l ., !I! 

I bets to disill , }PSJP t tJs iss't. 

21 doarc balsa; to a223 g sgat. 'I 

~or~!• 1a1'\"!;';~ aJte!'::a~i•:i~ r;ligion. 

'iC :rt J • 

American civil 

I It C BS 122 I£ 1 5 • I §))[£~ere' s no it church in my town. 1A-~'J 
t-a• ~- a.\ ~..... ._ 
Not all religions organize themselves into congregations•• t I ire 

yen tbere 1s an Dr an z;p;f l , clii;ion. 

i 1 1fcz a &f as ·fir • 

Am as civil religion consists of the cluster of ideas and hopes which 

are affirmed and celebrated by our nation's institutions and calendar, consecrated 

in its Torah, the Constitution, and broadly shared by the citizenry. It be 

these id@ae arrt boree and tbs serewsaies wbisb cortjrw tbern nhiah sanstit·1+:e 

QUE siuil ralioisn a 
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- You're talking about culture, not religion. 

n.-.T'I IM-A a, '-"'" 
Religion is an inseparable part ~·~~ 6ftat of a community's 

~1-1,,. "" J,,,.,,,,.~ rr"i-, ...-, .... 

1',9 ~,. 
~,., ... ,., .. ,w 
culture, so zrrt so 

/ 

~···••"';,. 
""·J ,. 

t =t1111i•..._.•11111111111••••••••• ar chan es we've faced 

. d . 'IN"t. mb hh' . h 11 k 1· . 6'.Atl d 'Tl ff, ,, .... .a.~ in mo ern times, active me ers ip int ewe - nown re igions • re uced" , 

"'". tTkJ;t '-:;;;!!n/d tC -=~:r: ~7~ ze-:-ar~~t1'a:rri~ .,.., tr I "'rn I Ill 

•\e-Ma-a.w-r .. ., ••~"5-n•, "' .. ~. o-,,., ~"'- r-r tbe JI I J 5 I tfie institutions of the nation-sta~ provide the religious 

confirmation t,;11,:-' ~--- NO,-,tA:£\aM°"41A A.• 6- .... ;L.N 
- What does this supposed religion teach? 

Some have described America's civil religion as a secular humanism which 

affirms social justice: the autonomous individual, the Bill of Rights, public 

welfare, the work ethic, and human brotherhood. That's the touched-up picture. 

I...._..d-ri: civil religion, like all religionfUh-:s a darker side: intense 
... " 

individualism, happiness through having, and a tendency towards extravagant 

chauvinism. Its Shema is President Kennedy's famous motto: "Ask not what 

your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country ... " Its 

holidays are the Fourth of July, the second Tuesday in November, and Thanksgiving 

Day. Its symbols are the flag and, the ballot and its liturgy includes the 

Star Spangled Banner and the Pledge of Allegiance. Its messianic vision suggests 

a humane republic, secure in peace and established in justice. America's 

~ ~,,.,_. 'W M.t•11it~ II ,a_,.-,. )._ ~,,.,.,, b, ~ .' 
civil religion provides «!! Zli@S J 1 ssts sf J • _... 

" a sense of common purpose, a social and personal ethic, affirming rituals, 

and a promise of the future, , ...... ''"· - IS M four civil religion juoat a convenient label, designed by people 

= like yourself who are determined to see religion where it doesn't exist? 

- Why wasn't the civil religion recognized ealier? 

The social sciences have only recently developed the methodologies which 

allow us ~!t~ ,r •• , .. "'' ·"''' sf the phenomenon which ; a & J L 1 1 J sp 

'religion.' 
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right t.!t=.tft ~ s. ''-"-" ~::z ,# lt 
civil religion masr 5 i~ J nre ' j - If you're 

A-members. They dislike institutional religion, believe in human decency, 

the public school system, affirmative action, arms control, a nuclear freeze, 

and world government. They're believers, but they'd argue that their ideas 

~ 'r ~ ta, C- Al~~~ ~It 
are purely rational and personalJ Ve& 1ei S&J l!hat tilnJ isn't rea]jze ihat 

t!MylP 1nJn •ha cpsll sf ';;;., llS ~7,0s~~s ~s~11:::J.:sy be right; 

when I argue with them about ~tll•2~r■i--•·•i-M>r, they ... get quite hot under the 

collar. 

The more hotly an idea is defended the more certain you can be that it's 

--• •r~ t' 
111

t ' 1 • • " • d • b 1 • • r,a. ~ ha persons re igious system. I sometimes escri ere igion as 

that cluster f • a d h h • h * 11d ' • • h • o i eas an opes w ic we cou n t give up wit out cutting 

f.-•TtAt 
out our soul. ,. 
do 

, -·-···• 
claim it to. 

be. 

Joss ha has::; l:0 10 ae,aa had •• mahs a pzcttu: • 11 11111 ts sau tb@}r 

g: 
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agree on much. The founding fathers had had their fill of the joined 

of the Cross and the Crown and the separation doctrine was 

to the establishment of a state-church. On 

n doctrine operates effectively to keep of the 

dangers which a • e when the state and the church reinforce other's privileges; 

commitments to 

the worship hour. It ideas color 

how I vote, my attitude toward welfare, how I feel this country 

should conduct its foreign policy. a religious community agrees 

on some commitment, it's only natural should lobby and work for 

their beliefs. Look at the 'role in movement. 

And the interest Israel. 

- And of the Church in Latin America. 

are limits. A church has to the ballot, 

the and the democratic process, otherwise there be no 

way the more passionate. The separation doctrine is 

freedom, precisely because piety and politics can never be 

1, want to set back tg tbe CB@St i er of a ci yj 1 re] j pift.P. L~e you saying 

that everyone who doesn't belong to a church or synagogue belongs to the civil 

religion? I can't imagine American Nazis or the KKK signing on . 

.L,.,.._, .. ~,-..~, • .,,- -.-A 1\• Q,_.., 
America's civil religion is a major pr s: Whens ax ?1s..Amal~r 

religious groupings and cults !;fi;bc the religious landscape. T: American 

Nazis and 
Tll-•1\e 

the Klan are a 1 1 J l\c-•OtJ~ small cu ts who march under their own banner. 

- If you're right about the civil religion, I'm a religious bigamist. 

In some areas, my feelings about Israel for one, I react as a Jew; in others, 

my feelings about G?!',eft)y• ~ I react as a civil religionist. !. ., 

Up till now I thought it was one religion to a customer. 

by a 

Not necessarily. In Japan you'll often see a Buddhist shrine fronted 

Shinto gate and in China you' 11 often find Taoist and Buddhist T•,t!-, 



- I can't imagine an orthodox rabbi or a Roman Catholic priest accepting 

your thesis. 

- Groups like the Amish have deliberately kept themselves apart. 

The various communities exhibit different degrees of openness, but none 

are unaffected. I ) z'Jhe demands by various groups of Roman Catholic nuns 

1\,..f ,.. (.&. 'A f( fll4- C.. ,.,, .. • 6- 9'i CIMI I • ~ ,. .__ & I ~ 
in: 1 ..i:e trea~,;.:_.:econd-class citizens- 11,r I I 91 nsh. I ,.., ~C.6' · 

- I suspect ~-·,nr J ssaC I Ctdi"would argue that his church has always 

accommodated its forms to the needs of the times, but that J:,:,basic teachingsl..,1 

~ M~ 
remainlixed and unchanging. An orthodox rabbi makef the same case about 

Judaism. They'd argue that forms may have changed, different melodies are 

.1 ~ ,-,_w• ~•U Itta L,., 
used at services, but that the 7/' f: · g\ df thellt religion remain .-. inviolate 

t "'41,....tu&. d4 ' 

They'd 1story does despite its 

opularity. want to look on their religion as the guardian of an unchanging 

truth. and need that confirmation, but, in fact, religions are 

their environment and change with the time 

--••---•llliii-wi•udaism and Christianity have repeatedly undergone transformations 

which wer~~ubstantive and substantial, and not purely cosmetic. For fS:t'}--'--' 
l!lllj both ~aditions insisted t '1\s,i 1!!"J nlr 11ert i a i l rbara-e. 

... wa,\,w '9.., 11,'111 4-1\.NMi'• 
(rhat which has been is that which will be Pit; J tbs ttsaci ab s k Today -t~l•• 
,.tr_, ... ,-. , """ A•t,.,,rr "•,,.•~ ~~ • .-~2• u.. 1v ,~l••,....,&£ 
1~ • J g11,1l r J :111h11lsfb 59];3·51Ps•elrcsste • ·, e tjyJfm 

""' - ,-,4 "d• II;•",.'-' afR,...,-,, I"' I •c • 1 I t ,_._., ,.14 t A'-' V1•~ 1 
... ,. ._.,f c..,.. ~ ,... -Ue11,-C. .-..ww,,.. ,-.., ,. y .,:,"" 

A '-"' .r Ast.I AM-- ~--- 4t~T'tOAt 
• ._. WW\-1 &.\........... ,-. t-J.Mta l',a -~ 
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ssd propbstio samm1twert Potj] resect J ., tbe wessaee Wft§ eoQpre patiently 

tJf1 t iaal ■ ■ i tahia ■ liai ■ ia ■ a Jez to ;eta ii.is a boa r l Herr PO snr, he ' 

dtb God is tbe wgrk of Gf@?~ion. 

- As a rabbi does it bother you that we' re like magpies ,~, buil~ their 

nest with whatever we -n "". lid 11\Jw "' find,thcff seems to fit the bill? I'd think you'd 
I-

want us to be Jewish to the core. 

I never lose sleep over what is impossible. it.rs 1116 t L 2 ] t Jews . . 

111P~ • .,, Z ~.~w. J!l 7\ 

and everyone else pick up attitudes from _......,environment. Fortunate~erica's 

,. "' ",,. a. .,,. 
civil religion was created by people whose attitudes had been nurtured by ~Ac.t\-e 

A 
"411- I Biblical ideas,"a:a•sn~J r~: ,.=~:!'"t~ 'i-~!':r'r n .. ~aT ci..0¥.\,." 

ft.. ... ..,...., .... 
extrs £ :genial. The Liberty Bell is inscribed: "Proclaim liberty throughout 

the land." The F~deralist Papers cite God's rebuke of the Israelites when - - -
they cried out for a king as another proof of the legitimacy of constitutional 

democracy. Our Constitution enshrines Israel's protean vision of humanity, 

"Have we not all one Father; has not one God created us all?" and the concept 

of freedom under law. I can't tell where the Jewish 
•11 I' &•ft • 

part of me leaves off and the Americ~a~n~p~a~r~t~t~a~ft~~~~~:..;..;;.;.:i;:i:_;;:::;-,J 

- f••••• zn.~" fl.Jr ... ~,, .,".,, ~II.&.( On the wtfole-. +± • 1 ii 11 - ;;r religious bigamy nas been a good thing 

f a'S? the country. It's helped us remain a relatively tolerant people. 

In 1980 when the president of the Southern Baptist Convention announced that 

God did not hear the prayers of Jews, his proprietary attitude toward God 

grated against the broader 

"'"'- h.11 criticized. 1· th t 

assumptions of the civil religion and he was widely 

if I I d spoken ~I 11· 1ft 1~:";t"''r ir""" 

s:zuh:su au which had not yet been deeply influenced by a civil religion which encourages 

respect for those of other opinions - all that Martin Luther King suggested 

when he said: "We must learn to live together as brothers or we shall perish 

together as fools" - uh:t ~-••~-'iL~;lt Cl'] n~f'L# a,~•:j 2":;7!l~~-

all, classic Christianity built itself around Jesus's claim: "No one shall 

come to the Father except through Me." 
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- Let's go bk .... 1 ac to our origina question. I know I'm an American c9li • 
I J • brr this s@JJntru's Jsr:s snd r stsss affest ms ? 1 I ■•·••· I 

::C LI.IC, '9, /Wt,ftt,w.,~,., C.,l"r-.e r 1411• ,._,.,..,►~" 
think American. I know I 'm a Jew, but I don't know how th I Jer rri ab r g ff est s 

t1..~, ~~ ,. .. ., 6 ._ . .- ... ~ ........ , z ..... a.. ..... -'-.a'"' ,. ......... 
._ A few candles and an occasional holiday meal hardly add up to anything 

significant. I don't 59955jgp5Ju tbjnk Jmdsb en ssrssjeusJu waJce sr a ·a;sqr; 

Jsr,; sh rt il j.;. 

MT "'~ .. ,j ....... 6'MW 
if ■ . l • I l tag 

~"t .,_,. ,,.~we.a 
·•· Everyone here has 

is in college. It's Jewish to think college is a must. 

- It's a must for everyone. 

Not so. Tll""4' c ethnic groups ... discourage college enrollment -t • 
of tbs I iutioa that ]01atisa b@jSiid J €@£ E&lii !@tel iilll &li@B&t& their 

cwJdren f 1u: Ll:stz ::a; of iii@. The Menonites take their children out of 
1' .. •llllal a tftta ,, ••flute a I etc~ xa,., 

school after th ghth grade. With us it was off the boat and into City .... 
College. 

- My grandparents never went to college. 

frl'f"I ,r ~,liet A\l••:s• 1&•NA.~ Europe's colleges •• J.gr J y ettx 2 - ? Jews I\ n-ut e~·ry Jewish boy 
~ ~~·--"-~.., ...... , ._,..,,.,( went 

t h d d th-.r t ~~T d t' •--•1112!-11111air·-0 ~n in every concei·vable o e er an e imper ance o e uca ion a f -~ 
I\ 

way. It was an honor •·-•-•J•J• to marry your daughter to the brightest student 

in the local yeshivah. It was perfectly legitimate for a man to spend his ,,. 
life as a matmid, a perpetual student. One of the hardest counseling tasks 

a rabbi can have is to convince parents that their teen-ager is not college 

material and ought to be encouraged to learn a trade. 

- You're talking about a cultural trait. 

i: t~1C.~Jiu1"'°:":"' -~~tgT:6 M..~"":n ~~!ce '~!"!!~:a"!::itury 
!~,u! ~':'e ~t:f. ~n fff«t,,st Iii educate their sons. Talmud 

C Z 

Torah, Torah study, was a virtue which could not be too highly praised. I'll = a 

give you another example: intellectual independence, stiff-nec~edness. We're 

not a submissive lot. We've never been a people who meekly accepted authority. 
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Abraham argued with God about Sodom and Gomorrah and Job had a few things 

to say to God about His fairness doctrine. 
',.,•4,' •~A..• 

Jewish practice encouraged W:sae 

"~--". :,-~ ., We've never kissed the ring of ecclesiastical superiors. We don't 

automatically defer to statutory authority. I'm not surprised that the Jewish 

students in my seminars love to argue or that Israel's Kenesset is better 

known for tumult and noisy arguments than for decorum. We've always been 

a noisy, cantankerous lot. 

- Noisiness has nothing to do with religion. 

It's a by-product of a particular religious outlook. 

- I'm still troubled by the broad definition you give to religion. I 
,. .,,...;r • ., ,.,,"" ,,,, ,.....c, 

haven't got i1a1s1e but !'m sure 1111 1· i defines religion as faith in _,.,.,,...., 
God or gods. 

I once traced the J<-t\~Y:t 11,,-.,j; dictionaries defined religion and .C: 
f..-~ ,,__., ~ ~-~~ ..,," 1'• ,-,~c, 
th J Las¼Tli:: The first dictionaries reflected the parochial horizons 

of wnatiu : • ; medieval Christendom, and def i ned r eligion as faith in the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. k I ~ter the age of exploration when 

Europe :::flc:r,:i!"recognizef that the rest of the world existed and was civilizedt 

dictionary definitions were enlarged to include Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, 

Hinduism, and the Chinese traditions. Since these religions all had shrines, 

. d d mb 1 1 · . 14 • 1r, ... •_Jd . . . scriptures an sacre sy o s, re 1.g1.ons were a.. s . ■ CZ as inst 1. tut ions 

which possessed these features. More recently, dictionary editors have begun 

to reflect the approach I've been taking which focuses on the function of 

i\'"" religion rather than its forms. ~u'll find religion defined t J; as "a 

way of life in accord with authorized teachings" or "faith that the truth 

is known and the institutions which support that faith." 

- The belief in God definition remains the first one. 
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Not always, and you must remember that dictionaries list common usage 

as well as correct usage. I'll make my point again. The modern study of 

religion began when scholars recognized that rituals, and even catechisms, ' 

are secondary manifestations and ~,~~efrc-t~erest fs1~# Jlt- fun~ro~~ ft.-
/II I Pe t :Pl le ; 

The heart of any religious enterprise lies in the redemptive ideas and promises 

:T:. ,t ~ ,._., -.,.... flr C C.W. ft-111w::t t 
which it expresses and i.l. function J:f a salty I ■ is to wszs; de mist :iaeeas 

n A c,~,-aa -n.,~ lt~!'.!°1au4!;~ "'■~ ... Lik!-i~ o~~ c.fi!t"!rs~~ ~":arxrs:e. 

ideology are religious phenomena, and unless the Moral Majority manages to 

censor Mr. Webster the next generation of dictionaries will reflect this understanding 

even more strongly. 

- I'm still here and I'm still an atheist and ~"• •.l~l~~A., 

You're here, a Jew among Jews. 

- That's not what I meant. 

But it's part of what I mean. Judaism is a religious civilization, not 

simply a set of doctrines or practices, and being J ewish isn't limited to 

those who can say 'Amen' ,a 1 1 tl@dlJ after every paragraph in the prayer 

book"!"-; , ]i)sa .. :.;::;;;;;:;;:,w. __ ,w ........ sbmw; their trsdiHons 

ia~n,d.-i~Pill?iitW.j iit1111;;•t•i-•s-.. , .. 1iee•1 A:11Jolllll!!C!£1Lqh-➔1111-l{lp111l .. 1~p~■111••••f--2111£•tllil11P!ltl•---■r~1.i.ng. 

thinking of Israel as you were making your It's a 

Jewish there over the High Holidays a hosts never even 

asked if I'd like I like to go, they made 

it clear that they weren't 

In Israel there is an 

synagogues and an Israeli 

American counterpa expressed through 

me. 

growing number of non-traditional 

which, like its 

state and and confirms the values and hopes of many. 

hosts called themselves lo-dati, non-religious. 
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political tag as a statement of religious dis· erest. 

If I lived in The lo-dati a ed to current 

administrative arrangements rabbinate absolute control 

At this point a loudspeaker crackled with the announcement of a volley 

ball game. I got in a last word, a favorite line from George Santayana's 

Reason In Religion: "Every living and healthy religion has a marked idiosyncracy. .. 
Its power consists in its speciaand surprising message and in the bias which 

I,, 

that revelation gives to life." 

- I can't see where Judaism's and Christianity's messages are significantly 

different. Inside and out, my Christian friends and I are pre-tty much the 

same. 

I remember your friends, the Jacksons. Go play ball. We'll come back 

to this point. We've got plenty of time. I was invited to referee their 

I' c..L\ 
game. Ve were off to a good start. 

"' 
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Chapter 2 

.. ~ ~ -~"· - f..,..._.,,..__ ~ ., ,uu FD JTJJ OPP REL Ii 

111 •" T• T"'-1- "• aile conversation as if there had not been a break. 

• ~ll'IW•Mf. ,. . -..C,1,e-a ._t..:r'.-
1
4,.._ l\a.. --~, ~ .,f' NI • .., 

- I m-n~ g~ing to give i to your argum~nts.ve igion-i\; a private 

matter. I make up my own mind. No one tells me what to believe. 

They already have. ll~U, ~E1 

• ./"'1·t•u"M• •1 4!1~ r,;-:,:,:y mind. 

By the time we to think about religio 

all£_ Lj ~h-{iiaiaM-• media, ............ what )11•~ ,ad, the conventional 

y,ur friends and .,ur 

- I've friends 

e..Fr ..._ ... ' 141- lltf\ 1'.,_ 
home-lf'Nlt ~.._ '- 122; .. •~',t,w--, 

wh~er ,-ent to religious school .-,1=, 1rc 

n 

wisdom, 

• :ed 

otn ..... didn't even celebrate Seder. Their parents tP]d tbern thw 

't 15 didn't want to impose their beliefs.) '1lli J !nted their st.,,,.'s', t I 111o 

when they grew up, to make up their minds':\I They were raised without any religious 

imprint. 

,,.., ~.,a;:\ 

I 

Your friends may have grown up without a Jewish imprint, but 1'5 J ids 
•~ca f. ._ IO,.... ft.I' ..... f' ,..,. W 1,11 ... ,.- W w .,._. ,._ C\.,. c...i 1. l ,...&.a.,......, 

··nr1iJ st; J J J i §Ji• tJ - ri • Tbs j J" pares s\:r 1 da 't b aue J:ept then s,aeq· 

f~;f'?~m~l_Jt~h~e~i~p~f~)~l~]GIF•z12i?llli@~f..ii~•••111a1••·•11111r•s■J•;~,•;-'>on. I'm sure they celebrated Thanksgiving 

and Labor Day, took civics in Junior High School, and recited the Pledge of 

~&,-._ A'-1 • lwAw- ~ W.,'1\-1' .A&-.,~ "~,te,4_ ~,. f\tr&.A 
Allegiance. Tl 11 : • st pis I rgsaape sews rel ia~rs sendatioriB'J· 
f"A..a'• f\•,l&Jr f'••-n. ,,t 1\at At,,,-,.Nf•M .r f'• ~·"-"~'• 

a,•tt; I f ct-ents who try not to manipulate their children. 
• c M.C,- t\e , A Oil' 
Manipulation is a loaded word. I'd never force a child .to agree with 

me; but I f'r~f":'-,1 t parnill Iik?IIldn't hide !Z:..c 't,'t!~. tdibt,..c\ildren 1111,-.• 
~ fh~ f\4fth Aft&,1,~-\~ '4,e,"I\ ~ Tl ,T.,..C.. • a. ,~'t~M,• agd ebe d eesrnireee tdrjJdree t • • ·&Jtr tilt;· a ■ m;. I never 

'd d ,"':'-- ,t. • b 1 f f b • h' Th._ consi ere SU 451n .£ He rew essons as a orm o rainwas ing. ey were 

learning a useful skill, the language of Jewish life, and, at the same time, 

learning something about me and the values and interests which are important 
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t O me . i I r SP ] d O I A b P7 2J t t b 9 S 
it 

It 211rl l Laing as sir su. A child needs direction 

a knife is sharpened by and standards to measure himself against. 

filing it against a hard stone, so convicti 

them against strong parental and societal 

test 

w. 'ti'• 
2 7 t r i h i I ill I r Ii 

, 'I can't tell ou 

rom\; • 
Aa." • 

They kept telling me how important it was 4111i11111-•be free to make up my 

3'flf' ,_, It. ;. t M,f.!I • , .., "' ... ~ ~" ... ~ :r ~. 
own mind. They meant well, but r• ... ..,9'"!!)111J••lllilllllri-.-•---••~or. I desperately 

wanted roots'-. k__pcsisd Ir Jut:: nl:s I 1122. 

~es semetbjsw-,.~ didn't know wh 

r 

self. 

A 'keep Judaism away from Johnny' policy guarantees ignorance, not 

o,t j 12 i J s st ; b P7 t p S Sf 1 s 1 • J J I f 11 b& L l I I L as·:: 11111 ·a )3 

of as Sf o :t±nd bl L th&] S&IIIIS C &8iiif C, lie !JC t GI Cf 1£21 1 C 15 &LlllGliS CI at J ts 

them ' s see essanes reJiaisus sendjt;ss;s,, ssi th 1 I ·nsnmsnt 

cbaraetan;zsi tr • t • sz ssi stszisnis were sfts : J r □ st 21 : 1 § I I t] , .. 

tbao etitJes etrene joe@s@oeert beJiets s 

•11r~:~:::;- a~f1 1fact:J ;:t; :~sff a~n \ ~;-~a ~~1:s~ s':!'?ia ~~ 
'9 .. -=t9 11W &&..,&..,Mo\,., ti-,-,._, ITl,.v ,-,_.,,t.,_. 1 -~ -.a.-. i\ CJ'JIIC, I 
wa5 abqpt tgAiJter scbseJ We isciied st the s•ve time to enroll..- in~ 

,a-r ,ti.-&, le.-\._,. t, AlrL*w.w "'-'wC, -,e '-,.,,,,,-,,., ,..._. .a_.~ .. 
ichool, aeil :Lat tipped 11• szls nss s I itsizi!L§ l!hat we didn't want her 

to gro~ lik!"weed6, unattended at:'JJd.,ah J ~•,& ~~! many weed children 

4'11f ·"·ti 'M• ...... .,~-- ~,_. .. "- ... ..w '1 "" n..:, WC'-
1 

, Jag (421 h&J s •« lack a a a l sense of their worth• a111 1 i £ • ;d • 

"i: ':n" ,, ~!scJ:~:! ~-:"ed'ts ~:l!e?6ef:se virtue has not yet been discovered -~,,,,,,, 
a•n•dlllliI•n•f~t~s~2~2-.ul-1■&-J.-.u•t•-1•l-zbllirlj•J8d•r~e~a.ews.t~b~ei...eliiirM@as .. w~b~e._.2~,•ss .. •i•••i•s•i_._s•l•s-•-•to 

'M 3 I b@&&Clf&! d C&i@f&llj clef i ltfi 237 be ...... ;,a~c--■·-··-r•·--·~ zg 

•••slll!t~ll!&~C!'-IW~@~f~C~l~E ... llR!■&•:lllii■t-•11111ililiil■llaa-~c~ better to have her spend Saturday 

in Sabbath School than watching 
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- Sabbath School wasn't much. i: ssstai22l5 diJ11lt lcaa21 mash Ill 1rs, isf 

aill J l!I • • g. 1 f 12 J us J 112 We made clay candlesticks and learned to read the 

a leph-~t . ! ... ~.:-,.:x-~5~6■,.asillbiiO&C,lliOlll]11111~•I?iiiiSlllil~•·•Eillllll:111:-11bllit,/Tilj il?l@J•t-!"'•1•:•h•!1111ELll!§,-J'W•lllllf'1112a_;_lt111~"P'!f~S~Lll!i21.•111r ... :.1.,-~.2 ••ii~lii?llliSNil:,lii.liar 

a-:':'7n: ';J~t\c~ ,._ 
The best course I took before going to college was my Confirmation 

class. The rabbi made us think. 

- I used to come home each week and tell my parents it's all a waste• 

we~o over the same holiday prayers and sing the same songs • 
You rrobebJu alas a zl j l ct J; ttl s bemmmrh rs;;x ts2cb21s 

assianed Religious schools struggle with an almost impossible task. They 

are given 
,--1.,... "-•~ •• _.., "' ... ~ 

teach the 

two or three hours a ~eek ........ to explain the forms of Jewish life, to 
3'1a.,A.,,, A n ,...,,. •l't, ""•__. '" ,..._,.,. ,,,,.,. 

facts of Y f Jv!lJ rs history, to discuss the tradition's ethical •• 

" concern~ ,ad ta snabJe tbs ■ t Jc L tss lh&SC@I 022sagh llcbzce. l!O be &151@ zt..) 

esnsgs SPX J:1?5£bjJ snd th~y"!~~tected to accomplish this without .~11~~•• .. 
~:'::'r'~ is

1t~Js!~f:4tf,~1j~,.::,;J;;iy la 'lliilhrm1 alreadu has tliilO 
Q 

'1'.W;)ch harm nrk ' we' re suvpcsed to teesb wj tbeut wak j oe aox dewasds I j f )(9)1 z 

@28&( I ---!, 

Pcbrcrr rnrds and wore Jmd sh t±sl!s21, rsac r aoaae lil&t Eff@J nsalJ sscossarj Jy 

};.a cbJr to Jj;;e better Jives. 

Mare ti rs , uan u I rh ~ .iu h fis21112& Ji!w Will tli d 2 ±: ;:\:f;t£;,,._ ,., 
a9,■i9QCrPt a a 1 .,,,~ettaut'i!.:CW a1t:z.;: tbs rro ; t ran 1116&21 a;.o 

p I 

D 'L' • ; VI 
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and 

u!&ddfP!.~. 

- My school was big on doing: we visited hospitals and sang for the c.~,~ .. 

patients, 
,. -.ft ,~~~- ,_. 

Israeli pen pals I ] I j ■-• Soviet , 

a own services. Every other year the youth group 

took a trip to Israel. 

ilal gr! ■ s l 111 ■ l:a.c a 11ca Jet co de Ls a •• 11 1zgr st dssts secs f •• 
A 

it dasuded J@wisb berno~The first statement any of you made was: 'My home 

was exactly like the Jackson's.' By providing opportunities to engage in 
.. Aa, ,-..,.~ ...._.,..,._, 

Jewish experiences <Ila' schools~ to make up for the blandness of lllllilrhomes. S-C~• 

• S C.,1• lrl 1\IP ..,..._ ,ta~•"'- /ti -.~1\\..-1&-. ,-.~ a"I /g'fl'h & .. N\fJ:r,,. 
L i ■ fG!L but it st i J J so .N Oh\J. You' re try'ing to shape people ' 

in an area where I believe they ought to be let alone. Religion is, or should 

be, a purely private matter. 

fl1T •o• 
eateh"i§ p2ieato2 Religion always involves community. A religion draws 

together and celebrates a group's values and vision.rMy faith represents 

my private understanding of 
ta..,,.. 

r~~ .......... ._._. ........... .._. .. ._._..,_._ 

s together in !'#sA'1.'f 131 

way. 

- I don't want to be a magpie. I don't want to build a nest out of leavings. 

I want to be an eagle. I want to soar free, be on my own. 
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Before an eagle can fly he spends weeks 

. •> n~ lflAT 
as a fledgling being cared for 

.a.~- • .-.., 
in the eyrie. 45£ s tfS Judaism JILiS s aaf a &ii J s • JI@SL lit Pill ie■ • were 

nurtured until ':Jr. imagination and learning had developed to the point where 

~ • could fly on our own. 

- I've had a checkered religious career: T.M., an Indian guru, Zen, 

• 
even a brief stay ~n 

ttn', ~•T s I,.., d. 
li&!!S; I Jb Ji1J&t@ 9 ca i 

Z• -., I ,re, f:" ff\.• 
a religious commune.~ My parents maintained a Jewish 

1::a~J ~ f"fffii'C~/ at•.:t~Jy~lrch. Ji',jmry 

\.'-~• '-••" st•p •f b.l.s JJ&J i:a us ■ sl:nrs mgr dosjajsa. I decided -;gl s to i ·o and when 

to leave. 
S--" ,. A._..,_. -;;_ • Ml ,. f'"' ;r).. • 

;sa 5 t@ S&J!iitj7?ltazlns 11 Jr think rm'r• airing 2cl!gisas dcctsia.1s, 

ti?] k ar rsr ade some totally unJewish decision . 
•~,~~~ bw-r•f '-9 t.1,~er•~• .... •& , t,,,t....__. tt.rC...w,.,• ~'t•. 

~•m not a deterrninist. Pespzc do EOBJ@ib, k•* I bo}d to WY argument 

Tp 

\. ""'' t• .C-- '-' -ra... ~ ~ • .... A t C'1',. Ow.., f"' ~ 
,1iai.i.b-ai.t....itwhi1111iiail111•••• .. •111111i:111""""• ... t ••••--i•s .... d1112.-eiill!P~l ¥ll•@~t.aillhi11121111dn• jj l ta 1 t c op cat his 11 !@ at l! a ah i 11~ 

• F -.u,"--~• • t..1r w n...- ,,,.,... -n.-,-,... ,a. """,:·I "\ ~ 'f.., 
t ............ ,1--

taaii ..... iWiii ... W..i.illiilial..-..... ~~--:-'ifj_-~-- een 

tfyj pg to wake J s tbet ~ good bit of conditioning always precedes conscious 

commitment isl 1 fa a• ca a:i b@Z di f@L t§ 66£ Cdildlll Eillbits . • 
- I've always assumed that religious commitment grew out of a special 

experience of God: Moses at the Burning Bush, Isaiah suddenly seized by the 

•• .S w .. ••twt~,... vJ-.r' ~we1• •••,., • .,,-.. •'-• Ja 1'• 11.-.0 word of God. ~u•re saying that being !eligious is~· 111 a matter of being 
~~ ~ • ~~ 

aifvt 1a~ P&ii of community. 

- Some of us are ore emotional! han others. ~ lfli?t 

James called a conversion exper1. of us grow into our faith 

without any real trauma. 

- How was it with you? 

S l2!U4I ••as ...... • 
I was 1.n college-to~ards the end of the second World War. My tutor was 

C 
an Anglophile who felt that the English government had good reason to prevent 

Jews fleeing Nazi Europe from entering Palestine. The Zionists, he felt, 



• 
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were being unreasonable uh•• flh1r alcmaild@d eli&t Etta sea in••• sf the 111J1rr is;": 
I 

be lit in. The British Fleet needed Arab oil and, therefore, England needed 

Arab support. As we talked I realized that for me this wasn't just another 

political discussion. The issue didn't have two sides to it. I became quite 

determined and was reproved for incivility. 

-ew weeks after our argument and that night the familiar words, 

f:' = ._ ., _., T, 11-,-'4 w '"".-a in Jerusalem," caught in my throat, iE p;bes I gm Jaatcd ::cat 
• 

"next year ,. ,, ~,re, 
to work_.< ,._ 

tllf'-f .... " ,,,, "I,~~ M, ... ,~ 
th, ia::iD ■ h:Jfgency securing••• • ► s the yishuv need• to defend itself illl • sat 

I 

:ianradiag fttab a;mies. ;;c.'il .C~h-.~ !':':':~C._M'- ,.,14 "-. .-.NA~., 
• s.11: ~! :'~, ~ aw ~~ --~. __ .,. .... I • tllll .a, lf'tl 
a I I t t .,:L .. u . -- _Ill_ l • • • J ] • g j ms 

At, ••.a 8' ■ t ha a Ill,-~.,_,.,._ , "'- 1i..:..,.~Mliii,. '- TLO~ ~XPS? Le , • 1 ~ 
1 
~ 

,-.; S '-""·.,. ~--8' t~ t,.f';,:J ';'-a £&'lit t ii-:.1 • , ~T -!) 
"-G.itll itb:ber er •aphoelc ::t irlt eres ■e warn of Mm d tt: pj ......,...,.... 

Th§ fg]] owi n,
6fce May fifteenth, the day Israel proclaimed her independence, 
~ 

I happened to be in Times Square, and as that news flashed on the electronic 

tape high overhead my eyes clouded up, powerful feelings swept over me, and 

the words a lonely Jacob spoke when he unexpectedly sensed God's protective 

presence came to mind: "Surely God is in this place and I knew it not." 

~,.__, ~ II .-l A '• ,,.-. • 
feeiM·~~ ... ~---llali-..-.. .-... .-111211 .... w.. .... -...11MM._. ....... ~~!ft~!ft11"'t-!>e 

1 Cite. 

In everyones i e ere are times when something wit in us reaches out 

to 
..... , ...... ~.,~, 

something apprehend..-i.but not ~ompr~hena.9, and we acknowledge commitmen 

that we have not till then eonsoiously recognized. rnJ:ress arc the times ,hen we 

@RCPT@ csn ■■ ie:12 of Ollf fsitb St? 

,,,,=~=~~==-==-=-=~:-;:-. y father was in Patton's Tank Corps during the second World War. ( 

@PICs-. 

He dates his active involvement he's president of our synagogue 

the day his company liberated a German concentration camp. 
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•"'- .r1\ut ,,,_,,,.. Ttt¥N ""''--"' .. ,.._,c.\ ~c.f.. ""-, .... 1'\r ~ .. ""'•· 
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s, ,,,.,,, ~ 
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- Those were intense years. T • g) I 1 a I ? I ] c s r. I can 

1'••~ ~n~ ,.~ I'\,-_.., ~C#Je 1ss1' rT~ imagine 7'0• he felt, but I was born ;g t a ca r si1 tssaftfti&L3nd I grew I 

• h "~1'61.~ . ld f b b • • d • • d ' up int e acts □ st,c wor o su ur an America. Bin ing experiences on t 

take place in cocoons. 

- So leave the cocoon. I got hooked at The Wall. got there late one 
4 

afternoon wtaa there was just enough sun left to bring out the golden glow 

,_ .,. -'• 1.J,.•~ ~ ~~, T•,.,,_' ,:;_..._ in the stones. A few old Jews were praying. ilililliiillliiiliiiill:lllim:..ll my 

eyes r"' I fe1t1.1-!1.r C""1. =f Jewish history !:'a ~ tat S'N ~•'z":.:¼~R ..... 
E'na reuer beep to :TNU6illem, but I J:iili sbesls-i:- .,-ead ~b:-~m~": of f 

bad beer iwprissnsd by tbs 81 ist at our Confirmation 

service and as a JI choked up. I felt something. 
& A410 ! ,- \3 3 ) L o,J Y• • 61ft ,t-.f &.tiW" ,c. r•--" ➔ 

If i"'!Jl? g e· 1
£ lt ■ d:1~a religious high, why are we talking 

i. '-kA, ,._, """ It If~~" M&,aw'i.? ,._.Mll:IW 1\ ~ ~ .,_ "' U ~ about identity? Why have religious schools. ii an &S;s2rizc Isa as sash 
,,,.,.~ ,llro ~ fA.4"-'".L r,,_t&A1....._.-.. , :r-r a .. rt "-,.,ra,._, 
an 11spazit.ft_a : ilss a 1t'a 111 : 1 i o:w zt z71e11 gs : 1 l .fgr.J ;;aux: t J ; g· es. 
C'i Lr c., .. ,.~ • )I. t•Ar&...-.&.11.1 ~~ 1...,,- "-.,11&.• " '• c.-r ""'' -1' n.,e, • ._.,_. We brn to be PE@PRE@d for tttss 1r d ncses Many non-Jews saw the 

~,..~, '--ilt ,....... ... • .,,,. • .,"'~. _,,,,, 
corpses anct ovens and were sickened by them/ 'jhflif certainly mast l c felt 

,.,. """-1 ~:.,,n, ... ~;• 
Qftfl; J @Pt the evil of Naziis~ a.gd wet I P!Cj; but they \''OJJ?i Ii -' 

n.,.,1•~~ .. ~-.L.Dt', _.,. - • ~.. t.--e-.w: • I of Jewish loyalty. Only a Jew could feel that .,jfJr u 2 ·•en; ng 
'._ ... c..a,....,.&.";\ I,.,_,,_ .._" 

_seta arameters of1,our reacf"rons 11 ltf z I 21 and 5 Jr a the 
" -y f • - C 

<o)Ei. tisBiHg f@t±p@ f§ we!£ iii t: J.ight~hanukah lights and Sabbath candles, 
• 

sinniatikvah and Jerusalem the Golden, attenJ'torship, browsJ'\round in our 
,.._, k,~ w.r A'r R--.T ...,, n. "011C.1 l..r' 1'--, '' t f ""'-)M• literaturi, workll\.n the Jewish commdnity~ Don't sit"rn servi~es daring the 

1
.,, ~ 

music and words to get through to you; involve yourself in the moment, open ~-1 '~ 

yourself up. 1',J J Cl.6#a,a.1 

- I went a few times. Nothing happened. 

,., ~ ft-wr 
,,.,a.11, ., "'~ ,,,.,... "'·· ,,,~ 

lltl .._~ ~-r\, ill, ., 
Try again. Religious feeling is like love. Sometimes love sur 

us and sometimes~ takes a lot of being together before we realize that we're 
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more than friends. iaJ Ji nu j 1 r • 1 '1 fiiar a'I ■ tgba ; s ••• r u Mero afa 21JZ -. 

•.iiilliii11112tllf119111!CJltt!l'l,,-.. • .-.c!!!""!S!!Pl~i"'HPl'!l,j-!!'!l~ii"U~L~i'rcia~t~~p HS§ tjiOWii Oil US &lid t.J@sa I past 

Ji 110 ii j OS !l&LIL Ls foci 116] 

..;et l & j C 8'11 

- I know what you mean. I told yo:la.ad 

* .. " "· n...,,.,, "' 
I was a kid services 

j,a 
bored me, kwC 5 lg 

\II. ,...,., •• ~ 
was active in our Temple. ytien 

b'SSt@d WO ts ■ done 

day, to my surprise, I began to sing along .~rt was a nice feeling. 

- You know, this 1.s the first time I've ever heard Jews talk about their 

J~t ft T'• religious feelings. d:5 graduate scg~<ti) I had a roommat who never 
.,-..(1\ 

stopped talking about the time he accepted Christ and about the changes tiS 

,- ~ .... ,.. 
had brought 19 bis Jjfa. Christians seem to do a lot of talking about-fai'-

~' beliefs. Jews don't, at least not the Jews I know . .,. 
We're conditioned differently. 

,,,,. ~ r \,n,-' &V 
Christiani'!y 1111--•l-ltl}ES place,I ms ] ; s 

withe transforming power of faith ~t~!• • They believe that ••-•2•1-~; 

the Christian faith is in and of itself redemptive and they prove this by 

...... i:,ir 
having people witness publically to fiQa-!l gth that faith brought to their 

f'1tt.T\. ~._6',, ~ c..t.,t,~\ ; 11111 t • SQ :s I 
lives. Judaism 1 ef) Jp values faith, but we have never assumed that faith 

;,. 

alone <9 transformja life. 

- Go on. 

J bn • , , ~.~~ 1 • • 1 • f '~ '=au "~-f .. ' f d t •·-'•ftli•.i,., QfJS -· • , _ 22 re 1.g1.ous 1. et a spec 1. 1.c set o cornrnan men s 
1 

, ...... 

1... • 1.. i.. 1 
• ~ .... L FT..,) G d ..,~ ~ th • ht 

SJnLa ass r12n given•-•¥ o .-1.1.••••••-■ ·s set out e rig way. 

1Mt1\. W ~11\. A.•a,Ai "'41'1JC. 1• i'.,_..rn,AMI._, ... ..,, .{//" "t ,.._. .,.,. ' Mt 1t& 
. .Jl'l""'i9t ( f.' L g the Commandments ~! l : cl&} l ; st 1 if I ·ts s J ~ moral 

~,T~~, ... ~ ,-.. ~ 1•:A u » 14;,.. '"' ,,.-c..-t ..._•.c;t••J 
sensitivity. ~ Jew~~h way was a demanding o~ani among ~;a~l~ C~ristians ~j") 

L : ... $ "' VJ vs& a 5 = ' . • . 4w • I I 2 ,, • p ••• I rh•:t. P" 
there were those like Paul who felt that the commandments asked too much of ~,. ,,_.,.,.~.~..,, 
them. Paul taught that ith is the keyston. r you have aiti._,you don't 

tttt'S.,,. ,-.. need the of~ structure of laws. :ilrssanedJt1 ore's Jjfe ear be suddenly 
4. ,, ... ., .... 

t5aesfsar.O0 Faith js soar 22 a seaseJess zjxsal, nhi:sh sihlmm tbs believer 

+-,iJ.bS laiait ■ kl a i.pp l@ ... iii IQn;t;;d(Ui wbo si~denJ ~La.tATAlt'S ihli~ bj S s;p1t_.J,es. ' - -- .. , _______ --- -· ··--
Church life was shaped to encourage worshippers to believe in the miraculous 



A .,., S •"' a , ,~ ._, 1\ c c..,, ..,~-a, .,,_,,, • I 
,.. 11\ .. ,.,.,,_, "eC, .. 11\ ~.,._ l '-"\.w ~• ~,-n.:1.~~ I&,._,..,.,,-. 

~:- ,. ,., -~·-- •ttlh.:r,,.,",35,,.CI\ ,. ~ L •Lt.er•c. ~,.. "'-'-
...... 1.4 _ _. c...-_...~_. r,... ~ t..l. 1\.- --.. ..... ._. ,,,iAr,-.-,c-, .3••~ '"#'1 1' • , 

powers of faith. 

--.. :.x !-f ... ue4':rr-.• ~,;f., 'f, 
~~ ~"~ ,,.,A.J\..'4,--, 
«e., T-a ~~i'e,,c.t...i. I+"-' '1\-6'& • ..., w.,.J "-"'a,l 't-t.oe 

._t fn.ith sometimes works miracles,~-...i-••-.-.• ... -111111!._._..,_ ...... e 

~ . ~,]) • M,, J.• 1t l ~ A~ ~J., .,&, ••• ., -,.. .a ·"' • "~ blab oaz la:cs nsll ks shmpsd ncT-sazp_s_z, ia115 sW~--- Si• An aiconolic 
flll•W c,i"J:,Ti ..... ~'flu.n-aJf' '1.a ...,, 

feelf immensely relieved -(n1eon be adrni ts pphl j saw tbat be' 5 j]] but once 
I II L,11 ,,- __...~ ~1,?\. ""Cl~ 

he's ,i;Lf,11 t!; ed he has to discipline him~lf never to take another drink. 

,lJ~dzjsz ns:cz i ta •• i ■ ugs• •h• impsrta11ce or B&blt 011a d.tsc.l!pt·1 e. We NT_. 

~m•◄&islM~J{t! •g,nun~~~c=~t2 ~~Pl~ .. ,-;:, i:"67a .. e~ ,.~ ~ ~J 

a=": i!"a"• t !f:?? f i IG:f J' &hi a i th . 

•""'-. •• t.rA~ n..r;- n.r....._..._ ,t:fe,--.T _,,. 
- You've been '11? 1dk9::S WS 1J th j s J st◄;;t *' a iD1t aat f Z; th 1 I gi.ns in 

* 1"'.~ ,,_.,,," l\.t.11/!f ••• S-1\.e·r4'. ,-,• ~a.a, rA 
the heart, not the head. Ii 5 ■ a'na i gl I tb@Q J jzj a • ■ :i the boat -. 

~"& .._. ,,.~ 
•1 s ■ l ask:isJJ people, as many Christian groups do, to make a public witness. ,,.., 

"'""'~··· ~ ,.~~~ ~ .... ~ ,,,-w*-"" ....,~, - ,=.,.., ,. .. "''""",. 1. ""''""''''-'Shere a f s ®Hli1171 pp ssr more compellt' ng t l; honest words spoken from the 

, ~ ~C.,c P t1i1 • .,\" &.,-,,we t n •• CZ:k1 -' 
heart. '4-.'.a # •"""- ._.,a-a,-, ~ ..._ , 

"T '- i ~ ~""' .. "' • • 1 f ~ • • mmau■ L a t 1 4 •. -t experience cut oose rom .,.._ mooring• in 

I\\..,_, "- .. ~t&CA•, • ~~ "'-'14. ,_..,,,eh ,_-.: ~\.,,_'\ ... ~ C.N~ 
a defining tradilio~\ We give leatership to the learned, not to the posse~ed, 

-~~-r:,.c 6Ua --iai~~fsl't L !.raM'zc~ cnett:t. l\lf:-L,.~::.~a b '--~ 
u ~. 

I.kl 1:1i sdom For us it's a matter of balance: schooling, the accumulated wisdom 
nt T•-.u&- ,_. _ _., ,,.n.,,. ~ .. _. 

of ■i b, l 1 ; z I i. the testimony of one. TQi danger pf fp5]]5j pg 

who] I ial I J 3 Ci C bj a 

.S .. \i~ 
In PeJ;, ass 

,, 
School we talked about lili••••••~~---ltt!fte'91.-are 

t,._ .... ,. -,.,4,.,,._. • .A,....,.>
1 

"o( A-~ ,. '-•~ "1.-:c 
~~ Tae-J a.--\ A1-~Uc ~a.,.._t..t,~ • 

... .er 
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f ••• ~ ,.". r..~'11 
- I like the Quaker service where ush I sn say,-whatever is on hiila "---~~ 

mind or nothing at all. It's a genuine moment. Mil rabbi 9; uss as n hrrl1 

aei sr;rs that be'JJ @¥i!laic wbat I don't nndarstari I often re@! 1 2m th 

a cl s ■ 1rsss, no• • ■ zrui:ce. 

Intensity by itself is not a virtue. Dr sa1111 ■ 1 fa. bl I tbal utl dii&A £22 Gd I * ed 

fqtl!l!ii gt I I se 'there are all kinds of 

WM I!) ~., ~illions :ere caught up in the 

A "-• .,'\l,l l•AJ.. • A • N ~es faithA a religious high gs? 1i1 2 s1nrsaa 

~&J.,,. ~~•., Nuremberg Rallies and in the ,,. 
Permanent Revolution. I've attended..- evangelical servic~full of clapping 

and singing, full of faith &!'2'2 ,r crude patriotism and cruder racism. The 
J 

moment was special; emotions flowed; the participants felt confirmed and consecrated; 

,,., ...... ~• 
but the loyalties the moment ~: ■ lli>d were dangerous and dysfunctional. Faith 

begins in the heart, but 1l~j•h••--••l•l-11lilll••••·•·~s~ar..ss must never be left to the 

heart a 1 one . .ilir: rl a j am il 1 • 1 1 1 t pa at 1 • b J i ad fa i th an a j s a a ta e a t j a f i i g 1td th 

an innocent faitb Tbe oetBPD of faith mas■••• mavt net, iara off hi, 

rind a 

r~ •P fl ~., __..,..T'J '"-1'"" w~-'•~•. - I still like th~ ar1pctrust::J(;II nl QI o • 1. I'm a person, not a parrot. 

the basic 
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- Our rabbi constantly 
'"d>I 1(1. lN\• 'i\i-C J~, ~ 
b 41!'! to give us background on a particular 

way. 

A service 

,.,, M., ~&t "' 
a : ,._ s••• ft J.a:T 

should flow ~re 1 11 e wh~he Bible 
) 

calls "the beauty of holiness." 

~ ;r ,...,J:11 c..,TI fv 74. 

,n., 
t\16e7ilaFllfi2.PlillllliillllllllNlllll!i llll■NS l!llci-,51i1111a1111111c .. l.a·1111• i:i:j)llll66 f. i Vi ng dire Ct ion S ., \g lfC r ... 

the sacred ~an t20 hie ~~tSRij through. 

- Getting through? 

• 0.. 
(A German scholar, Rudolph Otto, coined 1- term,numinous~to describe 

A • 0.Ae ~, u •A~._:z- .-f llll 
the emotional impact of ._ moment when J ,a 1 1 au••• 1 f the mysterious 

,P 
reality beyond the work-a-day world 1a■ a tr ■ haa _,. a reality beyond any 

~ .. r .._.u 
,12 1 as a ~ the numinous • Kedusha, holiness. , 

·!,•9'\wA 
Otto, a non-Jew, the numinous J • on a number of •• ■ ig' s occasions, 

~,1' 
including a Yorn Kippur service in a small North African synagogue. He described 

the scene. 

repetitive. 

The worshippers were in 

The congregation moved 

white. The chant was minor-keyed and 

llt itA-.k "~ l;I\ n 
with ao bvr •*i= sway which drew the worshippers 

out of themselves !:t:r..~.~t;r .L~,l •hem i I ) a world beyond ordinary cares 
• 

and concerns. n ~i,111"' •""•~ !:'$' 0 :-'¥ ' TA.&1'•'" It ., 

~ i. ~=s ==~~;~a,,-:::••:,., llmrc =;~:'~= :r:: f" 
.hli!!iCH?.wic\et,!5t t !!'! sN•~,~~ :m,, H .. ,. ~AIIO"-lo 

fM ft Q\ tt) i -
- ie don't chit-chat so much, but•• zit bhe••ani nothing much happens. 

~ ... ,,...,_Cf; 
I will s!y-that the youth group does have a lively service. 

'AA.is SJORii&LiOII has i88il8ROd PP 3 SjAOd bit, but bejpq loose and dancing • 
ig.t1ae ajsJes is pgt a fqrro 11 Ja for Kednsha I'ue sep5ed holiness in a Thai 

Tewp] e wbere Bnddh j w• ■enl1a 11a t iuaaol51.l@ aad mcdiea@@o: iin eornpJ ete s j J soc~ 

Qµr XPW KiPPJJE service haw• aaJ.o■s and comneJJipg beauty to jt The mogd 

of l!hc worshippers rather than the particular form of worship @§Cdt5!1shcs • 

.the ho)joess of a partjaular reJj~i&W:a anpa•i:•n••· 
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~ • n---,'. -~~", .iw... ... ~~ . ',_., ,_,_ \ ~'- ... ,.~~· 

spectator, not a participa 

Reee J'ro to)d tbe Hasjrjjm bad i csap1};};i11:g screic@. We don' . 

B~en~~1'!7 ~,.1 ':::'i ng':;. i fn;~\ ro.;/~f(!.~~Z'...":.,.J., •••■-••f•r's•e' :~•Y "'" •I'- lt_, 

• u.\.:r 1'-w ~•~t,l;IJg !:a~~ti!!:1J::. t.f...1'~,..~~-'l.t~. ~~ ... ~-aw~.w.w..-"~..ii.~---~-~~~~~l!!lfllllj-1119111.tiltl 

"" .,.__. • _..,_.-r A.-. .,__ • 

I A 

,...--r7 u 
arted 

4\.s Ce.7 ~~.._~~~ ..... ~.._..._,....._~..-.~~-eftlll~~~~ .... Mi 

thomea. resents 

~ "'and affirmed by t I I 

the sacred possibilities of life a 

~" ' '""fit» J ... Ja. Intensity and concentration 
~-111111111111:~-------_, 

y. 

the y 

1bccaasc tha5 J1nah thet if people repeat the creed often enough they' 11 end 

up as believers. 

- 8£ gg J Worship 
It. • ~ 

•• • ~ • J £ 
eift 22211212a ••as._ special message 

t.t.bt.s ••-• 112•21112•alll!§!Pll&•:-••lliahealllliid~elitiiia1121i~Jl.ls.;1;1 Ii 1• ? i f c s 

·~~ 4.. CJ ... ,~\ """ _, tl I 1,9 co'ffl'e together 

~ ........ o.c=- rl'. 
~-llitii..-.r...i.i~illlillaiiiliaMMIMII..-.. ...__...._ICe 

a community from 

atii i1ll:tng ap&it. ttctalti.p 111i: ■ dla i:• 11115 assist1 .mt bccaasc cf the elcsi;ns 

oi srafta; pmi1••• • ,a basapse i:'I p ■ c:ielcd a 11cccssu19 momc11t of 2cccu airroept. 

A - .r , 1ft' ta• t,.\,a"" or w. ~ ,:41 11(.., "" • r- ~ .-..cJ,..tl' ..... .:;r uw • 
a vau keep ••lhia; of csua::anitJ uuLf •·• bl, nl'iinate ua)ue It's 

,..YM "-' ~ ~ r-'l_',ft J I, ._T ~•'-"~••--. M.• ~ '-• l .-.a , .• c 1 .,.-; ce-t1•••s pcruats coopcrat2012, ◄ll• 2t al!so ts21si1 'ifi •••:IH.@ Li@&tftlt} 

"All 1mfort:;nati-.:::;.iiiv'i.~'; F:'i1t1,c~;: ~z;~~=• 
0
Jtant 0Ucmk20. 

Parochial schools znaaatrioite; pulpits preach; servicJ;, put words in our 

mouths; and synods organize political campaigns to outlaw abortion or force 

television stations to show "acceptable" material. 

-,. 
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, A,,. J• w 1rw,,.. n.,. .:r. A\;, 

As I said earlier, all institutions are rife with contradictions"but 

th
~. 1"~l~I ~g•~':2i ~t-\a!: .. fe.:4:r:.~,Schools educate and indoctrin:'t'e';? ,~!;r:-1-ts 

,r,-_f 1\ t-.aw~Ai-A..a. .__;t._._.\. -n-....-."\. ,al,&.,~ 1\0 _.,.,_~..._ ,,_.,,_.1.., W-&..,O'I .r: I\., 
pssl s12ei soRletlitiES a11wittia!l) ahe»Cria 911 u1t1.seeees•••'.1 t1•ele1, a l jj~. ~e ~.,,_',•, 

6 ,_ 1\ " , --~" ,. A -w- • ,..,,. .1 ._. ~ '4• ,.. rr ... •· r• •T ,. , .... ., .. ~ ........ ~ ,. ,,. -. "'4 • 
- ' • aJJ hpmgp jpstitutigps, tbe s•1cagsgue has a op•••r • ■■854 :litre SllRali'">gue 

"'9 Mw'cs•• 
~e~x£c~o~mm2mJµ~p~i,s~e~tJe~5~S~PP.i.j~o~o~zwail...1-"'a~o~o~t~b~e~r'-i•E~P~DMS1111111ai..~G~r.ewawt~Piias~e*11~0,-.c~o""a~r~s~@~.~ The synagogue 

is not always a saintly, or even inspiring, place; ""'' ;r ·~ yet, it's Jr u place. 

~ ~= .!:!:=:tat# Uftffiet%t;'4r~ rnd bs llndi.ncss; a cal!c1.dar 

ot ef feat i P@ ae•••■ ni:cs and hbildays wnieff f@iil!iid the alofl sf tbe jeus and -
d1\ties of td,1 1eiigisas life, the ooisdom or tit@ tfddlt!o11 dild ±cs moral tlid±..tatnge. 

W4 th0ut sypaggqµes apa the §ociaJ H ■ li••• •"•••••••e•a ei e J1ai:ch cottanzity, 

Jilida; sro' s roessaae waJJ 1 d ~ 1 
..... ea •• t 1 tlb * bl 1 ~--■-- ________ ■■•-•••- •• -• __ .,..,.. •• I,... vv~ """"' ••• •• gj7. a 

I don't expect any institution to be pristine, but let it at least 

be relevant. The people in my parents' congregation are always squabbling 

over nothing. Our city's full of real problems-.race, unemployment, poverty
.,! 

and they hold endless meetings on whether to redecorate the Social Hall. 
4. ,. 

RoJjgjeue bcdjss arc a11m1n; not eliei11c, institat!Oiie!' synagogue 

.I ~ " • f • hb h h 1 • • d • • f 11 h • .- 1 community o neig ors w o s are a re 1g1ous tra 1t1on, not a e ows ip 

s:Aiii■it•1a"f: the virtuous a .. ei the pjw . The synagogue's goal is holiness, but 
• 

- Irrelevance doesn't bother me as much as hypocrisy. I'm ,put off by 

congregations which emblazon The Ten Commandments over their ark and 

p J..f ~;, p Jn n " hard-eyed men whose on 1 y virtue is their wea 1th or power . 

£4ll T• 
I ). 

IP-&#1.-.. ",-.. ft.a ii ◄--""' ,A-'"' 
You'll hear no argument from me. ,.hCfols a ih1uiy Yiddish t:;~;;ts 

_t(i r that M's J i11 th tavery rich man is wise, competent, 

a beautiful singing voice. 

»lii..:h 

has 
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- I was raised to treat religion and religious leaders with respect. 
,r,,,,. ,...i;... t-0 .... ~ 

As a child I th Jht our rabbi iLoolrs i % • he God. Now I find that some of 

Ahl Mo~ ,.., ~MC"-a 1\.,.-,. 1tAf•~ 11L-a•,. 
his ideas s&sttt trivial and that sttro ei ••• tzlhs lush 2af11m□ t••• •• 121,at .. 
ta I Ult. 

-· wuss 
Religious leaders are; Fi I ia. human beings" Some are 

Some are simply passionate. Csome are truly humble) and 

the trappings of office. ~ost all try to serve God but none is dlike. l'J'-~, 
... r.,~-••-1'A•'• ,,. , • .A ,..,,., • .,.~ ... ,.. ••• .,.~~ .... , ,, " ,-.. .,.., .. ,_. ,,,i. 

N1112 sltoalei sou •• atic e Jews are never asked to kneel before 
S'•.L•u-.., 11_•'1 "~ ..._._,~,,.an•, .1n,J,-,,.. A-•-. ,.,.,_T eM-..~,.~.-. 

their rabbi. 

~1\., .tw-\. 
- I once went to a service where the bishop sat on a throne looking like 

" Charlemagne. ~1...tf~e~e~J.-:•:--~s•l;,-at•h•a~t .oyal trappings fit poorly on those who • 
call themselves God's servants. 

cf ~'-'-~J: A.r-l • • .,_..,.,~, .1- ... •• ' ...... ~ .A..(,,,.,~ ,.,.,... • 

and love 

•••- ~• tbs pp)pjt I ·122r a bu■■11eo• oatw illesaus I don't want anyone to 
0

think of me as apart or different) 

- I can't argue with you when you're in the pulpit. 
A,4, 

Many do, later. I don't claim to preach an Infallible Word. I say what 
'111P 

I think, why I think as I do, and why I believe my ideas express the thrust 

of our tradition. If I'm persuas~ve, well and good; if not, I'll be tuned 

out, even if I'm right. 

~ • f.'1r,. ,,.,,,,, T rr 

ce 

service discussion, and our rabbi gives everyone a chance 
;., L. ,., 'ft.~ 

- We l 

to talk. He doesn't interrupt. He's a sensitive man, but he also doesn't 

change his mind . 

. . We're back to the problem of open-mindedness. Religious questions are 

not theoretical questions asked calmly and answered dispassionately, but urgent 



~-- tl7"""11•,·,.~ : .. ~ 
• ., ~ ,..,. ~"' .... , ' ...... .t 

• g ly. Faith implies commitment. Once we have 

answers that satisfy us, we don't readily le go of them. I wouldn't have 

~-~~, 1.. ... 
become a rabbi if I 1 ,;;;: convinced of the importance of our special message. 

•t5;.e---:, ;•~\e":yn::,:~~• ~sr <; ff' il1
22 J ,: ;:;1, • 21'. _. 

lt&"l't"• $~=~ ;:: A ICN■ ;f,o'u O ffPEOwJlr 

/ 

A~ome we've had a succession of rabbis, and even the good ones haven't 

-r.-~, ••a.cw'" ,z,.-.- 1,# l£1•"._. t.irtrJ ~ , .. .,.,,.._~""" "-"~ ~ 
been able toAgh•it t pempia'c iA•t&Lb@ 1 bazaars and bingo,•s Jar 

1-ifbrew and raises manor i•• Or••••••• A••• •■1. No synagogue can eliminate 

regular servicer-?take Amos out of the Bible(CJ:ls trapped by the Jewish 

tradi t-j QB :) • DJ( --
•·•MA~-, -~ ~., .,,. .. ~.,.J.aJ L )I. 

- Friday night there are a lot of empty seats. 
4. 

And a m1.nyan. 

,,._ ,._._.. n• .. • ~-- , .. ,c V.lbe 1._. - The message isn't gett~· g through.-......_ ~c ......__ 
~ lF ,.,,, I , ••• ,.~ 1 J A 

How can you be sure? ai 1a11 lli:es has its special schedule anrl 
A 

serui cos a•1 •h1•1 a Ad the rabbj 1 s tbere 11heneuar • -• ••11• •• Ao ad zsmes. 

,..,. 

- I think of the synagogue as & place of --■p ■stacle ~ thaR a 1b, 

a set-apart place, a sanctuary. ;,:•!'.-1\::: ~ 1 

& 1, A, f&.,..,. Ma,i..A 
la. MJAMI It~ 1\., • ., ,- #le. 

The Temple in Jerusalem was a sanctuary I ps built around a Holy "•~~, ... 
of Holies which only the High Priest could enter. Only a priest of the family 

of Aaron could officiate at the altar. The synagogue, on the other hand, 

is an open place, a people's place, where holiday and Sabbath prayers are r. 
sung, the Torah read and discussed, and community business debated.4 

The synagogue reflects Judaism's teaching 

that every man, every place, and every useful activity is precious to God. 

It doesn't have to be built a certain way. It's a place where every individual 
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counts. Nine rabbis do not make a minyan. Ten laborers do. r:r'b.e Ternp]e w@s 

;;w ar i :fr: a; Je''!\l.lk .:, r M,Tt:'e "'s:.'ie~ofir i ,,; 1';;:;!,, r.~ p ii::~ \ny':;,';" L-:lt 

is able can conduct the service or read from the Torah. 

- 6 If Judaism i• fact LE&tltcs l!hat 2,113 ass. csnng: pl as; 222d LOLI} assfalr 

ac.cib'.1} tie pt@L.!Od!t co Gbd, HOW was .tc that !JS 212:is ■ Pak 2 fuss ouer thg 

-lernsaJew Terapla IPklsas co@t§EiililY wd§ Ebiitto11ca 1s1 an tra2cdtca19 p11esehc&c1 

~oct wbere tbere Here aJJ fjods ef barriers and 'Pa Nat Enter' 5jqp§? 

At,; first Jar• ssptcd !Gt th@!£ p!&t@ of nss ■ l •P 'Ills shrines JJhi sh 21e 

e,5ar151Jbars ia th@ wot±& anoac tii@ill. so.tomu11 s 1cmp!c nae a c;ptca1 ucot Ad.tw1 

P@Jace shwins: Ittstltatio110 as:1• azer92 fpJJ-bJowr It took time before 

n.Qnnlo ,,.,.,._,.:.agci! t} •• SL, •• - ~,:.,t:,t:,....,.,..,,.. .. k;na of inst;+, h_ix .. ZaL 11Aeaea lo exhLess 
.r- - - - • .. • - ■ =i· - • - - - - • - - - • - • .. - .. .... .... '- s:-

th a i r • ■ n • 1 at i. a r s xv r a J i g j on s ; 1\e as . 
- tlP s .,,. • ._ __ .,. ..• .ue .... MD 
- Tbat rrakac • 1 a. but t' en why 

Personally, I hope it never happens. 

11.i:-
•• ,e pray for The Temple to be rebuilt? 

I've watched animals being sacrificed 

in the Indian villages of Latin America and there was nothing elevating in 
,.._.. "4U- ,...,., 

such rites, Qt ·a ; I aon't want my religion done for me by priests. 
1\.-'r 

I take Wile prayer which asks tor a reoewaJ of worship iR •-• a1io1inwla1 

17 )? as nothing more than a dramatic expression of the age-old Jewish hope 

that we want to be a free people in our own land and be able to worship there 

as we see fit. 

- That•s not what it says. 

This prayer was< 1 2 IHI - the Temple was destroyed 

➔ 

by the Romans. ? ■ Jews looked on the destruction of the Temple as the beginning 

~ 
of exileA it was only natural that they should associate its rebuilding with 

a--r~-r u ,,,.,.,._-r,."'-a 
the end of exile. 'Wqs 1 p 2 I J • •* ■ ct is that they didn't spend 

" too much time lamenting what they no longer had but quickly reorganized religious 

1.., .n~~, ~'-"'-'- J,r,.,1f)~ ~ " 
life . 'Pho J eaders pf tbe day recognized the xaL tr f 

A•e.1,,-14 • 
the informal • • ;21901 ■ Jts which had developed n.awr r lly wherever Jews live~ 

L '-.,.~ J , .. Cl C. 7 J t b ' 



-.~~ .,~ t\,t, 

z::;;;... ~--'\ ,, .... :J. ,,.;f A,C.\ ....... .=t ,:i. ~l,IC' ~~...,. • flt £ e I .6 

MIW IU.tsao L'I~-- , .... .,,, '11'- "-, .i,=--"-•c,c.• An .. .,....,._,. T\c., 

J ......... " ,.,._ ~ ._,.. • ar "Lt , .. ~,.., ..... .:c. .,.. .~ ... , 
0 fJA. ""1- .. ' 
I ,S: &I 

.. , 
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:~inl}-Ch~~-rt~o•~••sh •s , 1 •••• ■ h 
CiPt@rs b; u ■iiag Eh&£ & ildlllb@i bi fitdd±S SUCH US l:!hs bio::i11g af il:a Show"'.' 

~gd tbe bsndJjag sf e.li@ idlaV ah& efhfb§, biiE@ £@§@£0@6 LU J@l&salcm, cot..ld 

••, he obserusd io tbem. 

- When you talk about attaching an aura of holiness to an institution, 

I hear intonations of magic. 

Not magic but meaning. For worship i:a, t1 J ii&; t g t to work people must la.. 
t~trf,..._I 'I\, ,,J, ,._ ~ ,.,hl'C .. 

~e that emotional electricity which turns a perfunctory occasion into 

t. J• ~ :g'\nd • t 1 m1.. I 1!i e I i , , • ~ 1 :> ng ri e.e::zC1mrgIg••·acsn1 a • ·- ....... -o . 

was essential that• e en owed with some of the Temple's ,_.._.lfillil.., --- I've always thought of the synagogue as a community center which has 
C•t..At. _,,, .. -,..,, ;.'-"..a l\"'-i.-i, 

classrooms and Jer92r meeting rooms where services can be held. ln 1rrn plsce 
A 

~ hold assomb J; z public lectures and weddings 1n the same auditorium 

we hold services. The Ark can be rolled off . 

. '* ~ IJJ 'llfta Is J I l l • d 1ue synagogue cii~JP~j~k~d~a~s~b!!!!w~e~• !!Bftt .... .-a ... siimliliaaaJ .2 ... 2111111■•111111 •••~••ry . 
..._«c .,.._7 ,.,.. .tc J.a6'e,L.,,,,,.,_ 

T1"t Sis n open i~stitution, but not a totally informal one~ lhe Ark 

which contained the Torah scrolls was curtained off the way the Holy of Holies 

in The Temple had been. Worshippers bowed when they crossed in front of the 
-n. ,.,.~.., '-• .• , .. ~ ~~ 

Ark. then the Torah was paraded worshippers touched it witl their prayer 

1\• n..,,_14 U b.6- • -·~~.... ,.,,,. l\t:I 
shawls and then kissed the garment. i;r• ■ !Jl§&C eoo1sh:tp come ■ at set t1mo, 

The camp cook chose this moment to bring in a tea cart. When everyone 

had been served the conversation resumed on a slightly different tack. 

- I've been debating whether or not to join a congregation. I want to 

set down some roots. I like the holidays. I care about Israe I'm proud 

I ~ A .. ,-
of being Jewish/\ "but I don't~, lh some of the doctrines the synagogue 

stands for. 

For instance. ,ra-., •,-u 

"4 ~ ~· I l\l'""'t ~ 
vy ,.. fol••f 1\• A.~110,,.,. 



OI 111"11 t_<.,_.,_._ t\• T'lhr,- Vl'i'Alfll • A~A6/•~U\I W~ lf .n J.LJ'-"'4-... 

'\• ,Jh',.ata .)~~ ~ .. • '°'- l\...--.C r11ftt-,a tl'@.tr ._,.._ ,~ '-' 

~ . ., ., . ..,"' 
"" A ta.,•~ M\-. #11,,,r,&7• ~ , • F ~._.~~9rJC ,r 

981 iililf R , , • a , a a .... ._ ~ 'R 2 a t as 11'11. ' ,Ile- f!'f-,a~ 

I p f\ I .. ~ T..A WWII or"(• I II &.I\ l"ft t 11'1 T\" W '4L'"'-'-~ ~ ,Sw,._c.1\,.~ 

S ••~1.",_,tl "4..t.11 ~ I,._,..• ~ ...,_. ,_....._ •~= s:s: i .. ~zww- ii~• 
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- I don't believe God answers prayer or that there's life after death. 

I certainly don't believe that God actually gave the Torah to Moses on Mt. 

Sinai or even that he spoke to Moses 
• 
- - ---- - .. 

No synagogue I know requires potential members to sign articles of faith 

before they 

to affirm a 

are allowed to join. Even when I was ordained I wasn't required 

,J,..J., '"" ,. ..... creed or~••••• z;bzjt to a superior's authority. 

- I'm surprised. I knew that rabbis didn't prostrate themselves before 

some chief rabbi like newly ordained priests before a bishop, but I always 

thought there must be some kind of loyalty oath. 

Our teacherftold us simply: 'We've taught you what we can. Continue 

studying. TfY to J jge up to tbs Torah's ~tu~~-._,. IEA teach to your~ 

.rues » u .~ A••,, ~ ,:x 1\0' J '-"-""'~~ _,. ?\& congregation as bet J ~It• 
I, 

L t-.,,"'9 
l► •"~ \.., "1 t,-.,, ,w ._,\ 

- Inferesting, but you really haven't addressed my question. You wouldn't 

have spent years in the seminary if you didn't find Jewish ideas sympathetic. 

I don't. Judaism's over there and I'm here. How can I affirm what I don't 

accept? 

You can't. You needn't. 

- You can't be saying that Judaism is like silly putty that I can shape 

into anything I want to make of it. 

A synagogue is a community of Jews bound together by respect for Torah, 

familiarity with the patterns of Jewish culture, and concern for the survival 

of the Jewish people. A synagogue is not a congregation of "true believers." 

We don't bar the door to anyone can't say Amen to everY, idea in the Torah 

or the prayer book. 

- I can believe anything I want. 

l'c~•M•r nAT Who can stop you? But art •• the synagogu 

special message. 

- That's coercion. 

promote its 

~ .. ., .. ,. 
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Not coercion, consciousness-raising. 
... .., \';-i., 
• a religious y uses the power 

of the state to force attendance and submission, that's coercion; but when, 

as in the case of the American synagogue,attendance is voluntary and the only 

power the institution possesses is the power of suggestion and example, then 

we're talking not of coercion but of gentle and legitimate encouragement. ,,. ,, 
- You' re being inconsistent. Qc. : I r I :J you' re telling me that .. ., ... ~ 

I can't expect my synagogue to tailor its teachings to my beliefst•ae 1ssP:c r._, 
-)~~ list Judaism ,s an evolving tradition which has changed to fit 

the needs of changing times. 

~ife is full of contradictio ..a Consistency is not necessarily the -mark of truth. 

- That's no answer. 
•ta ., Ill a-r:.1 a ea ,, •• ,, all e r !,• 
:rwnst ·to dea] ;dth tbs jscoe •'AP r2jaa rt I122;tl: at ••••••re lime, so 

nm· I' J J sjJrp]lf Sil' that Judaism evolves but does 

serious reflection and community consensus. Your 

so slowly by a process of • al'"' • ., ... . ,., ~ .. a .. • .. .v '1 ~ or..~ views an nee s are on y 
111~,. .. ,,.,,.,=:,,,-~oc;r;a:l:"41'11111 s w •> s• , 1 a ~-, ~~< ~ 

one of she £@ii sf thousands w ~bhe s1magsg•a mast be opoa 221ap -.:,,e me 
-. ... .., ' ·~ l\c-··- C l V ""'H ) .... .. ,..., .... ,. ... .,,.,,. ".._,., • 

d~@!PJ'l§"&llll&•&IIJ-llllJ-• 1'\Alalft~t\~t,a,•e. 1\1'6'J\ ..... ~,M c...,,_.,,,..,.. ~••-t 

Haven't you overstated the synagogue's openness? The synagogue 

j'~, ri"": .,.., ••stake a loyalty oath, but m-! rabbis~S:.61:heir 

may not 

communities 

t.•• •k&J Pz::t follow S:c:iJ;:t-t 1 Rf rules. ~,. _..._ ~. 
0 .a Et, U,.w 1.crc..•w "',..._~ (!'-•~c. ~•..._.•at: ~.c.D\ • ""'•,T&a.14 ;. 
s Not 22 11££§ ago &BJ Sh& nhs dtdil L scai1un l PS @YSOWWFSZS?tOd ~ 

~ 11,-• re. &.r\.~~~ U&.- Tl •~t.MN-" w .-.wtt-. ~OIi' 14'-'t "-,.:I w....-."-4 --. 
During the Middle Ages each Jewish community was responsible for the 

......... n-- 1r""' 
maintenance of law and order among its members and Q FF 5 nv ~f fecti ve 

.z,T'• •r--
means of control at its disposal was the threat of • I t t. ] ostracism. n eres & z Ii 

.. ~.t.,#1 
the first text by a Jewish thinker who wrestled seriously with the implications 

~ 

of emancipation,~~~i~•~•?••·•••r", 

banning of the ban. Coercion, 

Moses Mendelsohn's Jerusalem, advocated the 

,.~~~ ac.iurc.. .. 
he•• ■■, ~ad no place in a•• Id where the 

religious bodies were no longer charged with maintaining law and order. 
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0.., ' .. "' "-a - The chief rabbis of Israel don' { agree with Mendelsohn. JJJheJ wcait 
A 

~ ,,...~ annnrsna dis obey t!ht !all 2cligies■ la and ""Fheyo/s use/ their political clout 

~ ..... ,.,f!t-1,~ .. 9h ,. ........ , 1\a.,~-1\~ 
to g a z n au th a r MIJ· 2 n tli re r • a I s . A I 

.. .- tc r nrr • AP r"" "~ , n, """ ,-n c ,:c- ~, 
Israel's a special case. ';ii@ State dafjaas ·111115 rs s Ja;;jsb Stete 

,:',i J'~#feuf ~~ ca ,A:,~ ~rel fa': tT!:!Au ~lL11t'O:tl's't.;,,";iuf la~TtJce 
l·e.f:"•Ar. ,.._ 1tt&U.~Clfa• ~ ... ~_,a,- ., ~., 

d'MPPGCeGY re2u1 1ce6 tbe Geoaratjoo of cburcb and problem is not 

that rabbinic regulation~ necessarilyCacceptable in general, rabbinic 

law is both functional and sensible but that the present arrangement is coercive 

and was imposed after a crude political bargain. { ~C: 'il 
- Israel's rabbis wouldn't have demanded these powers in the first place 

if traditional Judaism didn't assume that this was the right way to organize 

Jewish life. 

u· "';r 
carrot uhula 

I'm no expert, but it seems to me that Jewish political philosophy 
• 

hs•••••l;; aapou■ • democra~'4.since the tradition assumes that 

certain rules are God-given instructions and not subject to popular referendum. 

Those who believe literally in Sinai must feel that no other law but God's 

law, the Torah, would be appropriate for a Jewish state. 
~ ,,..,._._,&~A 

- Khomeini's Iran is based on Lb 1 • 1 i logic. 

So were all European states until the French Revolution. So are all 

Arab states today. The separation of church and state is a modern concept 

A # :: ta t\ A, a4"',>..-t 
which requires ~n almoofl a1,1 ■ 1il 1= revision of outlook for those who belie 

~~••••:■·-••IT••••l■·•••■hllW:)ow tat God's rules cannot be set aside just 

because a majority decide that divorce should be allowed or abortions permitted. ~ 
1k 4 •• ,. J ,.,, 
&fter a 11 what rj ght harn huwan ha i •!• ts es s11 ••• ieell s will? 

~ ~~ 
- As a rabbi how.., you answer the other side of that argument~ ~f 

M( if C.At f-6 £..,,-,~ 
Judaism can be changed by the popular •••l h11 as iLclaim to be a sacred 

tradition? 

I 
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'4•'-"-9U C.,~ ,_. A 41)."f rt,•,,_, 
~· askj oa bow aoxooe car be sPre ... 

II; .:r~~, 1za w,.1-,-►t.• 
be Jcsa:•o :deat Cai "•• •• 

\.&.,GI_ A,,.~. ➔ 
P2112Jatjos must a 

!l!l!ii&Ja Jes ·••a•rrsted asJl tehut·u a lidih&ii Eill@ipilS@ &Bel Sb li@Ccs•••lly ADS j:P):o 

arrangement in Israel almost as . much as I do. They believe, as I do, that 

-..,.T ~If 
in the modern world coercion ends up by being counterproductive and ittopln w 

b!'ttttfi:-!"as"1!1t at•:1E'1!"-:t}: t~tt"t}m':9ta::~, .'; !ta:, ~~:-}t.,c, ~ 
o!t~=i s~r&e ,a ntta arfon;;e tho J-tclacha. 

- You only get this problem because Judaism air §Ian into practical 
t-.,TMi, 1.-1 

affairs where it doesn't belong. 

I'll say it again. It can't be otherwise. Religion's not a romantic 

ft•Mtr&- ,-a,"~ A':at.:t' 7\c. "'80-1Mf' 
sentiment but a • •n ••u• a i r nr at:iivres s j on wb i sh sppport s 

• ,. _t#,._ '-'"' 
and puts jato 

lt'-4., "' c:& • pcactice tbat faith's speejrl mces1192. Put another way, we who serve God 

whom we affirm to be just and merciful must not only worship Him in the synagogue 

but work to create a just and merciful society . To this end the Torah not 

only promulgates righteousness in general t erms - we are to speak the truth, 

avoid malicious gossip, not bear a grudge, be loyal to our family responsibilities, 

respect the sanctity of marriage, and honor our parents - but properly sets 

out a whole series of specific rules through which holiness, as the Israelites 

understood the term, would become part of the social order: tithing one's 

f _ield, freeing the slave on the sabbatical year, paying a laborer immediately 

all that he has been prom~sed, due process, and a carefully organized judicial 

system. 

- You're talking about law, not religion. 

tfi;~\1.!!: t!1!l/i~L';:1JJfu; ::Zia} :-::£ks It rnau ~e 

pilae ■ Ul&■ l• bat it W!ll 11@0@£ &elel up LU Ulijth!Bg a B@ !OCUS♦ Judaism is 

not a private piety of withdrawal but an affirmation of righteous living and 

the righteous community and necessarily is deeply concerned that ways be found . ., " 
to structure its values into p 2 J Ii public and private lives. SM "ttr lc-&,91\ 

J "" 6,w...;. •~ c.a,__,.,.., -..,'Ti•" , n,.., A,1 c.111.r.--L1«~ ►• n,.:T- '7\.,.-r 

""4AC.tw- ~.c... ,n..._p cN'IL~,... 1'k "'" ·•'- .~lt .. NI - LAV•➔ 
A'N cs:c _ ~ 

I 
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"-.',. ';r. r.&-:t ~ .. , . s '-•tt\ 
1 it • 7 1 2 L d :i 1 ike the image ., 

of rabbis striking deals in• smokef illed ~o~ /ttltlW-!.... ,,.,,.,f't• .,- I\• It~~ 
-F -.,"' "" .. t~ '- .u., n-~l',:.~~ 11P "• t ,_ .. t ., 

I wouldn't want my synagogue to align 'if~elf with the personal ambitions 

of any politician or political party, but when it comes to social policy and 

the questions which involve the future of life on this earth, I can't imagine 

Judaism remaining silent and as a rabbi I can't imagine myself remaining uninvolved. 

- Play that idea out for a moment. You want to be in politics in order 

to sponsor Judaism's social concerns. If you become active in politics every 

other religious group has the right to do the same, and many will push for 

A~~, ... "~._:n,._ ""'•r.Lue,l, 
programs you don't approve of: creationism, th&A I J ·ts ss■rs·1e. and 

federal aid to parochial schools. Most of the single issue crusades of our 

day have begun with some religious body. Wouldn't it be better for all the 

groups to stay out of politics? 

Everything we do creates possibilities and problems. 

"-.. w.111 .................... 
encourages us to be involved. 

1· Jeremia 

t1'c CCOilOlhiCO &lid £Ui@ltjii pbllei@§ 61 Elie ruling class. 

_,. fl.;t- N tr,-..., 

Moreover, Judaism 

~ " 

- A recent poll indilated that most Americans would prefer it if their 

" ministers stayed out of politics. 

People call a sermon political when they disagree with the preacher. 

If they agree he's not talking politics but explaining God's word and doing 

good. The same people who L] ;· blast the Moral Majority for injecting religion 

into politics applaud the Council of Catholic Bishops for approving a Nuclear 

Freeze. 

-!t college i ha 1 s roommate llillJ was a devout church-goer -■?.who always 

insisted that politics was not the church's business. She was full of quotes: 

"Render unto Caesar those things which are Caesar's and to God those things 
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which belong to God" and "My kingdom is not of this world." The church, she 

said, was in the salvation business, not in the bureaucracy business. 
'h•Jr n-K. 

American churches As ■ iiel! il t • he this hands-off view as long as the schdol 
" 

day began with prayer, the school teacher was a church member, and history 

'4,~A.~al -..~ 
assignments•iir'S ;·,t what was taught in Sunday School, --.'they~ 

.._._. -,_.,.Lu•I -,IAt-. ••~ Jjl..,.., ~--, ~,.._ 1\ ta.. At.--.•,,w,-.a~ 
t,j .. Nl■I IIIT I z S • 2071 I 1 I the public schoolsL:!li no longer be ,,., ...., 

- •.c 
counted on to reinforce church values. During the 1980 presidential campaign 

many one-time 'stay out of politics' church folk coalesced into The Moral 

Majority whose political agenda is to require America's institutions to again 

reflect and support church interests. 1fhci2 elt i: • iJ1 □ 2110 •ha ili)Bbl j s ss:rool 

d~ tseg:tii W!Cli & p1a9ez SjitllS0!.1£€9 !lt@lt deeerm1B&Clbii co f@§dlii Ebh(fol of 

t})g sn••tealam so that it w111 again 011 firm tbs gaJnes and yjctnes tbex attjrm. 

T,hey want evolution. sex @dFPIWi:IR; red ·n]nsc s]arjficatjgp out and GOJJE5fif 

JP gjgjgs c, . . t • Iii • l ••a Li&II € L 1160, Sil cps C ft F sreatjoo jotFoduced 

- You're being quite a cynic. You're suggesting that religious groups 

stay in or out of politics on the basis of practical benefit rather than principle. 

Churches and synagogues are human institutions. During the thirties 

the Vatican held its tongue on the evils of Fascism. irmotirc ■ protas•ing $ 

tllo 

AO~-' 
- You• argue ~'IL■•..-tthat the opposition of most Jewish groups to such .. 

programs as public support of parochial education reflects the benefit Jews 

have gained from the high wall of separation. 

~a,. !;-,':tlf a!e~'fxa: ~t':-i~:,;a a?;:,:: .. ~ '-t'r':-ffl: j a~ 1,;'a;r.;~~o~:c.c.~c. 
~-.(..•~ ~,..._~~ ...:,N "9.-..•I\&• ~•~ 11-•l411f',M•...( t,,. 

not ]Q§j t PP rbe bieb wgJ 1 The eeparati 112 i12trin1 11Jpsal as pzatctt 

:r,,l,ghts against Sunday 5]95jpg Jaws and 6?ill• ■•3 1lcsticas, bat 

responsible for the budgets of Jewish day schools have, by and large, ceased 

to be hardliners on the issue. 1\t: .. c'.a JO-• .J •L.P- • .:re" .. ,.. ,.,,: 4Lt 

1,, ~ ,_ • .:t' .c.," '., C, :t- Jl~ l AL, 11\.1., &.J #' 

✓ 

..,~il\, •' ~fiA.t' .t A. 0 , -.,,, N M. r C.,.J ~~ 
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T -.&... ....,.,..,,. --•• • _.,_ --~r special message specifically links piety and 
-,:-

public policy. God did not allow Moses to enjoy a quiet domesticity with 

his wife and sons in Midian. He was told to go back to Egypt to carry out 

God's will. The prophets insisted that God demanded acts of justice rather 

than sacrifices. "Who has asked this of you to trample my courts ... I cannot 

endure iniquity along with the solemn assembly." Rabbis were encouraged to 

be active in their communities even in business - rather than to withdraw 

into a life of secluded piety. The mandate was clear: "Separate not yourself 

from the community." 
I a 

' ' - Some years ago I visited an old synagogue in Lisbon. The wall facing 

( 

the entrance door contained perhaps a dozen slots, each large enough to receive 

folding money. A brass plate above each slot bore the name of a service organiza· ion: 

Hachnasat Kallah, society for providing to brides; Bikkur Holim, society 

for the care of the sick; Hevrah Kaddisha, burial society. That synagogue 

raised and dispersed money for the welfare needs of the community. 

- I'm not impressed by charity. It's simply an easy way for the wealthy 

to feel virtuous and to gain respectability. 

Those who put money into these boxes were paying communal dues, not giving 

charity. Judaism teaches that today's giver might well be tomorrow's recipient 

and that financial success is as much a result of mazzal, good fortune, as 

hard work. I don't know a single line in our literature which tells either 

the rich man or the poor man that he deserves his lot. Hebrew has no term 

for charity. 

not focus in yet on Judaism. 

the general nature of relig 

and you said that religions 

any religion 

but not ne Since 

ailllt 
and, therefore, how does one decide between the religions of our world? 

I 

I 

I 

j 
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Chapter 3 ..,,,..,. . ., .. 
? 

As I thought about our first day's conversation I felt that somewhere at 

the heart of it was an assumption - how widespread I couldn't tell yet - that 

a person can switch religions as easily as he might decide to move from one apartment 

to another or change his style of dress; so I began the next morning by commenting 

that some of them had talked as if they might take a good look at Judaism and 

decide whether to join or go elsewhere, and that once that decision was made -

to be or not to be - that would be that. 

- Isn't it? 

It's not that simple. Ask any convert. -r~·-••e flk,st soil testify to bouts .. -

class, and the habits and attitudes of our peers The imprint we received as 

children is deeply etched and not easily erased. 

' p • .lJ,-
- Ha11R 11I ·• the Jesuits~ claim-. that if they could have a child during 

the first six years of life his soul would belong to them as long as he lived? 

That claim may be apocryphal. It certainly overstates the case. So does 

the Biblical proverb, "Train up a child in the way he should go and he will follow 

you the rest of his life." But nobody should minimize the power of conditioning. 

Wholehearted converts to Judaism have told me, "I can't help it, I miss Christmas," 

or "I checked the wrong box at last fall's registration before I realized what 

I was doing" or "I feel more at home every year, but I've never stopped expecting 

""""' T ~"" c.a..-..... .. A,, ...... "''-n..w L' ,C,.,F ri ~-the collection plate." A young man who'd been raised in a traditionar congregation 
I\ 

and had joined his wife's synagogue told me: "I agree intellectually with the 

Reform position but I'll never get used to a woman rabbi." My college advisor, 

I 
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probably the most learned Jewish philosopher of his day, Harry Austryn Wolfson, 

began to suffer stomach pains when as an undergraduate he registered in a non-kosher 

rooming house, and for all his brilliance years passed before he associated these 

aches with his break with childhood custom. Jags sbeoae jg gur habits take§ jt§ 

tcW.. 

I'm still convinced, as I told you yesterday, id t I could leave without 

any regrets and without ever looking back. 

And I'll repeat what I said: 'don't be so sure.' Around every synagogue 

you'll find a cluster of spiritual returnees; there's even a familiar name for 

them, ba'alei teshuvah, usually middle-aged or older men and women who stayed 

away from Judaism for years but ,i. e:r • F 1'e ~.L now feel a need to come h• ts tl pjp f 

Years ago I heard Margaret Mead describe how the ~of home tugs 

incessantly at the emigrant. The peasants who left the villages of Eastern and 

Southern Europe the coal mines of Pennsylvania or the steel mills 

'i led abject poverty. Many found a measure of prosper i tJj I 1 i m : but most 

never fr J,:T~in their new life, and man~ tcPHJ 

ft,,, ,,&J ft,.S:.~ ?~~liar surroundings. Necessj tu drone 

• to the old country 

them abroad ~d a 

.n~ews~■ii-wa••-i•M•--·~·sai.Jf~a~m~j~}~1~·-a~r-s.J~Jr-r-ao.i11~p~d~j~p~q~5~tj~r~e~w-=•1tbli!!£irn~belliWGifsit•\';j:iii%~.~,.,~':.;'~a,3•2•1•12 ... ~r, conditioning 
~&.,.,&. IZ ,,_,, 

ikt explains the 99Ai0 • e bizarre behavior of some converts to Christianity A. 
who worship Jesus in Hebrew, call their church a synagogue and insist that they're 

still Jews. ti:'~ ... ~~':am~~they've 1-;(f',• f ~ T~i tall 21::1 pjpg 11 ,t 

ArM"''" people••• t : I· l!- suspicious of converts. It's not so much that they doubt 

the convert's sincerity but the1• .li~ra4tr t~! convert~ knoShis ':JsBC,.~' 

• ' "-• tJ,. "' I.& w.. -.. ... ~ .__ .. ""· ~J -• 1 •••• al!a al:at 11,ep jpsjde be rewajos wbat be was durinw those fjrst and jrooorliail'lt 

HAR Wt a 

when I read that the Soviet 
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rs." 

t•a-r •, ~• c.,,._. .,. F~■ taA. 
- tJsn I 1 1 • ca 1 anyone who comes out of a Jewish background a Jew, .l'T 

f:4!~ t:"14::' J!n hf 1:ng membeil of som<c -et a church. 

- 'N' Scu.1.,e-, ..... ~ ,,.,,,,.ett • , 
- Most conversions are acts of convenience. A Jew want~ to move up in the 

~ 

corporate world. A non-Jewish fiancee wants to please her future in-laws_. 
• 

a ■ • _, _.._, z 1:J ems PP§fttj hH zn i rtor I Y 

S• "'• ,...M ,o.,_.., ,. I\..J\ . 
,.! convert atout ~~.\. 2eople a year, and about half of those who study with 

me are not contemplating marriage. Some seek a faith which will inspire them ...... 
in a way their family's religion did not. § C have lived among Jews long enough 

to have become more comfortable with u our ways than with any other group. 

For some it's a highly charged and wrenching emo ion 
.c. 

gnawing and growing doubts about what they had been taught. 

- I know people who have gone the conversion route and feel completely at 

home and at ease. 

At home and at ease, yes. Completely at home, I'm not "sure. 

I remember one young woman, liberal, well-read, sure that her nominal Christian 

upbringing 

her future 

would not stand in the 
AIIO A-,.-.,, 

husbandA She ha told 

A ~\-\a \.A._"t~ 
way of ilk involvement in the Jewish life of 

me before her conversion: "I never went to 
' 

Sunday School. I've always believed in God but never in the Christ myth. In 

many ways I've always been a Jew." Some years later she came and asked me to 

deconvert her. I told her that no such ceremony exists. Besides, it wouldn't 

be my place to organize one. But we kept talking, in part because she was so 

determined that I understand her feelings: "I don't want to become a Christian. 

I don't believe in the cross;. tut I find I can't give up Easter and Christmas 

and somehow I feel disloyal to my parents." 

- I've a philosopher friend who's a confirmed atheist and a religion buff. 

He travels a great deal and makes it a point to attend services in Indian temples 

a..·~ r••~ •"• •~ 
and Shinto shrines, IIILt. he hasn't been inside a synagogue since his bar mitzvabl 

Jis 1 : 2 o •■s ·: lJ s r ta~sposri $@, but I noticed that he took his sabbatical at 

✓ 



the Hebrew University and he's always 
• C..••ni .. -,, .. 

- ~ I assumiaE that our homes 

"c tA-Nll=\I ~ le,v.a \" • .,, 
didn't. _,. home was a Jewish blank. ,.... 
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talking about the cultural scene in Israel . 

11·"=d •• , a Jewish imprint. Mine 

My pa2c11ts ass giei rs ■ ls tntThe only --thing Jewish about our lives was the fact that my mother served lox and bagels 

for Sunday brunch. 

looking back. 

I could leave without ever 

Perhaps you could. There are many degrees of conditioning and, obviously, 

the more conditioning the deeper the imprint. However, I doubt that delicatessan 

"-'• ,,., ~·.. ~ .. w e.-. • .-
- the only Jewish element t Id l J 2351 a. I know your parents. We've 

been in a number of political battles together. I know they're not synagogue 

people, but I also know their positions on welfare legislation and race and I'd 

/ 

argue that their strong convictions about injustice grew out of their Jewish upbringing. 

£•1\1\~ .-,w-~ .s~ 1'&.,~ w~u,trwM ,.,.. •• ..,, .r-.-. l,,e:,t➔ 
• • lf ■ ~ .. zs z 1 • g l • I farw IIJl!t.e you know my folks you know they' re people -- __ ,,_ 

who are quite aware of what they do and why. They've never once suggested to 

me that their political C:.\••~r; had anything Jewish about ,fT.• They feel religion 

is medieval and the synagogue is irrelevant. I can't tell you how many times 

my father reminded me that prayer never fed an empty stomach. 
• 

t \W-MM~-im~-et-~~~'!ffl!~~~ ... -.-...M.a...~....-~!PWW'~-....._. 

"' ..... th • 

~"\..l lt-V.a t,t-t-•0. W.._ ~,.,,..&. aM A,-•t\t..--. 4-t,!5&:. 
f1,«ilzcd th@ Slli!YO@S. iil@if paz 1et;5 WRE@ part of a g1 ■ up of §bdng socfallbts ::ln 

tqjls £02 gi&IIC@d Ciidt ltligic11 nus a zsattlbii&i§ !Orce in society. let, tfieii· 

iif?Jti ■ l 1ssei111■ had etccp 2l@W1Sh tcotaz. Some day you might want to read Isaac 

Deutscher's autobiography, The Non-Jewish Jew. As a young man Deutscher renounced 

the synagogue and became a Communist. He never returned, but as he grew older 

k-. IPV'-'9 \.-.. . ,.a-z- ....... -" ~r "' ~.,.,.,,.~ 
he recognized...MIMllllll""••••llllli ... ,..•••-•-•.riii191 the welfare system 

•wf....,W, o~ ~h~:e!~~~!~ish"Af:~~ty !1 c~t~ f!~t~~ I~~: ;~~::,faNt: ff?\11,. 

• 



60 

- I don't see where you're going with your argument that Judaism should be 

important to us because we can't quite get rid of it. Deutscher may have remembered 

reading Amos in heder, but he certainly~ his childreJ'read Marx rather than 

the Five Books of Moses. What you're talking about is a lingering cultural residue, 

and nostalgia has a short half-life. If the heart has gone out of the enterprise, 

if no one still believes the special message, why keep at it? Ua-.a'•lb:: Id jpg 

a g. 

h You're here. the cradle faith is a compelling, often 

an unyielding, summons. 

The call of 

$-6~ Nt1't 
\♦ «: s,,aJ 

11 u ::!ta A, ..,P,., • ._ .,t tL&A.J...,.. 7•.A •,. 6t., 
•• as••"-• tcw.• f,Q s••• •Jt ~ 

- My parents are strange Jews. They give to the United Jewish Appeal. They 

belong to a synagogue. They talk about Israel, anti-semitism, Soviet Jewry • 
~ ::,,tJrt ~;°:''.'~-"j-\•~-'- ~";r:z I '-"!.~~. "'4,o"t~ c!¼-o': ;~y~""" ,i 

They're not so strange. I can't tell you how often one of my Confirmation 

students, while questioning me on some religious matter, will add: 'I asked my 

parents and they told me to ask you.' 

You're the expert. 
• ;r 

- They're afraid they won't be able to•= ti a righ~-•~·eaaP••••s-la!•P~lMaail·-ttilibM?•ir 

,: 1 ·nae a ., 
f M".U, .... ., ...... 

- My father kept a D ■■ le on his bedside 

o,.~ -.-.- ... 
his beliefs. WMwl I asked him why, l S put 

table, but he never talked about 

me off~ .1·-.,ttn .. :a.-u!!llll!••llil-r•s.._;.n•kMt•siaen 

m~' I always held it against him that he shut me out, and I always wondered 

why . Ho hil : l:h :: i th um q 1: Ell] I sttsrs. ] OBS erri etu C 

\11lacs; ■ es:. 

- My parents were somewhat like that. I was car-pooled to religious school. 

If 1·t th. d • 1\w "'~ f h 1 I was eir turn to rive da,L6 -• ■ L get out o t e car un ess was in a 

play or receiving some award. After school they would ask whether I enjoyed the 

morning but not what I'd learned. I never understood why they sent me to Sabbath 

School. 
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j Id ash Ill] t&tlt@i aauuc. GOG ft@ I a say: 'I &Oil ( kiiOW, that•• 111'1 I 1111stion I 

to spend •11•• ii: ,s ca.' 

- So why a':J t:'~y,da ~rgio:?:"-school? 

,.,, ~~- 1'LI .._,. C 1t1 aa-r"'-
- W., I td me: 'you'll always be known as a Jew, " J l id know what it's 

all about.' ,.,_ 

"Aok> 4"' a 7 c p•••• • pn•t ■ttzcc D a,: a :+101, wW»df 
SssioJogi st p:rt it tH rrsyL. Jews belong to a community of fate, 

of which is also a community of faith. 

1 ..... 
only part 

a L-T~, ._ ~",-."'"' 1\1,-.TAu,c.~ 4.1..,.,..."'"' ?A-ol~&;ft.'9'4 _..;.There seem Jo be fewer drop-the-kids-off-and-go-on,families now than wben 

I was being car-pooled. I'm in temple more often than my parents ever were and 

in recent years I've noticed my parents, too, have become more observant. I think 

it's the times. .~ ~w seem to need a 

We're terribly confused~ more than a bit disenchanted and 
~ ~ 

... A. ,..,,.,L..a:11" ..... 

regular dose of encouragement alllllill••••••li that m 1 J • 

.,;. .... 
the right thing. 

- Whe~a•r I go to services, I'm surrounded by empty pews. 

'% "1•~&1 SN M ~ • ...,.,'- ~.-,,..,.11, 
1-.'-u re both right. Jne interested are more int~nsely involved and the disinterested 

·f h. 1 ~ IL.a ~ ...... w-~1 ,,,_. .. ,..,A ,,, o\( are, 1 anyt 1ng, ess • e . I p 11 us 7r s • J.13 5 . • •, _.~ 
c:'Mh "' •4' ._ • ..,. ..- ,.,. ,._."-- G .-. At• ( a. .w••• li.-..&1A.•'J,~ ~ 

::zi !m rot mus ■ •• 1 t sit I • a JR, e: r J I Hs@s th~ motto, 
• _.. -..,.,, .,.. ... ~ ~"w.l A 'm9-...t,J). .A di'._._,=,, i :f' 

,Jene a re ere a I pj)3t1i, I don't see community • I see groups of Jews who have 1 it t le .. . .. - . :,, ttf •• a I£ IA Eil.. 
in common: the affiliated and the unaffiliated; community activists and those 

4 
who don't do anything; observant Reform and non-observant Orthodox; some who worship 

every9 day, some who worship twice a year, and some who don't come at all. 

- Observant Orthodox and non-observant Reform. 

- Those, too. 

• What's your point? 
~ •, M• \6il £.. ,,If A~,...... l\lt 111\i 

_ Tha Jrr•j J mnia;tr does : I l ,a a cente~ It's not clear what, 

1l"'J.,t: 1'1 d &.~atil•'t' . II .~ .. ntih ' ~-N ¼A,j 2 "'s's j fl special message, 
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'In.) ~A),, 
~hrr, a a ~o;..( conflicting messages out there. .,.,...., 
.. 1\C.. , ~~ "''-"~ , c..cr ... C • I PE C 1 i \-,t.., ,.t, &.0 ,-, C.,.,.41, \ • .c:::11\.11 r&.. ., 

We're a fiercely independent lot, always have been. Mosel'led twelve fractious,' 

often rebellious, tribes. You know the old line, 'two Jews, three opinions' 

t it111s and @ii@£ gy on a group wnleh db@Sif L § Lahti !bf VS± U@s I app2 ove. 

't~b!A~~ap•~9t;a'-';,J~ 1~:. ~~'i.,~~~:,.~.\ w:. ~::.~.!f~~;}; ~" 
a,-..\.."u.::il. G»-. ,..a. """-"' "' ra, '-' ,,.,..., it\ JT-. ... ,., _.. ~• r .. -'-''"a cprnmitmeot to socja] jp§tJF~· The non-Jewish Jew feels pride in the prophets 

""· r-~ ~,.,.,"'er,.__..~ ... ~\ A.J:1....-.i...-,tor~ol /Ali\.'-w~•·--""~ ........ "t-, A6' 
and heir fierce defense of justice • all its forms. The synagogue Jew will 

,.. -..i...-\-, •--~ '-•~ ~"-"" n..,..,-, ---·- f ~P:-"--~~ 1t: c M.,t,.,. -A• eu.« ~ 
talk of the mission of Israe an may actually quote Isaiah: "I, the Lord, have 

.... " ,r,,. ~-w.._..,,.,4,...~, 
called you in righteousness and taken hold of your hand, to set you as a covenant 

of the peoples, as a light to the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring 

the prisoners out of confinement, and those who dwell in darkness out of the dungeon." 

Rgth are II.I! iag ! it I S right to be aeEIV@lj, poli:ties.llj) €011091fR8 ■ fzti th the hSO[ld I
S 

,probJems. 

- That'<w 
~n-, .... 

It js ·J 

net n112a &f a eposi 1 message,~ ._T 41._t A ~ .. f W:\. A-IH4 l'f' , t, ... ., 

_. t,u___,.NM1'4 ~ ~-- ,.,_.._ tJ:J:-••H • ,-.... '4• M~-, 
J 11 ·aar ti r /ltl)St religions counseled1 w to turn away from . ,,~~ 

the world and the worldly. Some even told them that they'd not know any peace 

a ~re practicaJ QJJ@@tisa frla1 belongs to this Jewish community? 

Any Jew. 

Who's a Jew? How does GPA stne]j{y? 

You become a Jew in the same way that anyone becomes an American citizen 

- by being born to parents who are citizens or through naturalization. According 

r?- ' to rabbinic law a Jew is a person born to a Jewish mother or one who converts,,,,.,, f IJ. ••• -,, 
- I was asking a religious, not a legal, question. 
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•'us tried to wake jt slss 'lh•• 'Iha tnrii•i:122 tech fo2 91a11c@a Eli&@ 0122:s 

ancient world#you were a citizen of a religious community and governed by its -.. 
law. 

- Why was the mother the determining factor? 

The Hebrews, like the other peoples of the ancient Middle East, practiced 

on maternal descent we~ 't'~•n~rm • polygamy, and in such societies rules based ,.,, 
since they provided ► l Jt effective way to settle questions of inheritance 

and precedence. 

- Today it's one husband and one wife. The rationale for using the mother 

is no longer valid. 

Recently the Reform community acknowledged this when it decided to consider 

as a Jew any child of an intermarriage who had been raised as a Jew ••~s~s• .. •~S~b , 
~ • tit A.A I A n-. ~_. ~ t •,. .._..,........ ,,. 0,-.tN;t • 

of Phi ab ilRI@PI I T1. I 111 ~J ... A ...--,,,- ,, ~ - If a Jkl& 
• IC\~ V•" A .,,Al't._ ., ,... '-"'. 

- Even so. JaJJ and roJjFjjoa sh217]'3o't bans anrtbjrg ••as, i.bh •••• other. 

" 

SJaou]anC L is ez t1t LOU SLIOBg. h@ligtun U&lhiOts 1:sc scalsll 166 from tbs .-,+:her 

o~( 
~~~-·~a~e~s...ie ... €~-0Miin~e.•.s.._•J•i•i~eJ4, I must say I rather like the matter-of-factness of the l1r g 1 

approach since, despite all our pretensions to being free spirits, we are in large 

• h f • 1 • b d t,ta-.1-'I\ 1 • 1 • th t measure w at our ami y raises us to e, an Utt pay a maJor roe in a 

/ 

a • t.T 1\• "-6,\.._ 11 \.,..•di ..-" W,e,, 4,a ,;:f-• /It .tliillllJ n-.c.,,n. 4' 
conditioning processpe .,._ rult ail:n I a a,: •I st fte Jewish community Ill z 

. ,n,.,&,,,,..a 4-IA16'IN ••'- /'it 
is an open conu~unity. 

- That's true of aJJ reJ;IJ;oas 4 

Hot so. !OU hue@ LU be 150111 & lh&ltmih to b@ Oil@. M@illbef§filP Iii a Ci!!:>c 

aRd @?&to are often essential to belonging. 
~ ,., 
;WU C •-

~:; !l::J*'I~ .:;~!I• t•• jE..co::_m: f.?w-._. •F ·~~41> ~~ \ 
We don't maintain missions, [ut we are happy to accept converts. In the 

Greco-Roman world we were quite active in the missionary field until the emperors 

of Rome became Christians and ruled that only their church could receive converts. 



".,.,. ~ tWllr4 • ~ ~ "'• .,,.- n.. ¥!CX ___ ,., ..,.__..,,.s. ,,-
- .. •...--o~ ~ 
w,-••~~tc 

'~ ,_.. ",._ ., .,,.,. ~.,._,,., ii. A..-\.ffl ...,.. '-""-4.t "•,,. ... 

~ ..... n-.. , e&...,._ .a ,, ~~ .... &L . 
"~ ,.._ "L .. ~ 

Ages when Europe was ruled by Christian law, Jewish communities 
A '""'-'-

were some Christian became an apostate. '\,r ~ 

..z~ .. ,~ 
·pill.,...~liilii.iil~.-----..... - ............... lllilfiiilllllay • 

...._c. ..... ~·~·~· 
' 

,.,a don't 21ti,al5 mis ■ i111azirt.2. 

- Why not? 

I suppose we're still somewhat inhibited by the fact that we are a minorfty. 

Then, too, Judaism has never ta~;ht that non-Jews ;1ill be barred from Heaven. We're 

-'t J) I Sat~ a"rrtfh».~s tk l ' C:, L :\d 1 ; . hi' s 1' mmortal soul::. .• no accus o e o e 1 ea a a conver o u a1sm saves 

- My mother's a convert. She once told me that when she told an aunt of her 

decision the aunt broke into tears because they wouldn't see each other in Heaven. 

- I've always thought of the Jewish community as somewhat tribal. 

Tb@ J zr jg Sfi)QQjfjg·, a JOI I i a a 121 I bu Hi rtue of h j nth or S@Plf@ES j OP • I 

e convert is the full equal of one born a Jew. 

c&Hd!id■ •-•. Ruth, a convert, was worthy of being the great-grandmother 

David and, by inference, a direct ancestor of the Messiah. 

- We claim to be a Chosen People. 

The Bible is remarkable cl ssic literatures for the absence of any myth 

~ '-• ,. "-' which claims lw-" the communitva•••Plf!9from the gods. Abraham is described• 
l.10 .,,.. L.Ai&M.., 

tbs ff) 1 as a semi-nomad of no pa ticular nobility. The Israelites whom Moses 

led out of Egypt are called an asa ---- undistinguished lot, and they were 

joined by an erev rav, people of no particular lineage who, having thrown in their 

destiny with our Fathers, are never again spoken of as a distinguishable and separate 

group. n r rw-,u" t, ,~, -, T\,7 

f-l' ~ • - Still, tJ s Jews they ~e God's favorites. 

I 
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We lial1• to fee] that we burs boon si •1Jl sci oli• All religions assert some 

special relationship to their god or patron. 

- Only Jews claim to be a chosen people. 

Not so. Christianity makes precisely same claim. In fact, they say 

that God removed the title from Israel and it to the Church. DJJ tbs cJasijic 

The chosen people 1 

to me little more than a reification of what the psychiatrist calls a 

- I don't like pretensions of any kind. ,'-"A;: 1at. 

''"""-''' ... .A•e.l lfld. " ... .-.. -n\.li.6~ ""•-'' Wt&--~~. l.e.-1. h .WNA4 God's choice of Israel brought special responsibifities rather than 

" favors. 

-How did the chosen people idea come into being in the first place? 

special 

Quite naturally. 

message, and they felt 

Our ancestors were certain God had given them a special 

"-_-i 1-;t-fl.l 
honored by that fact. J'leir lives had a new focus and 

they spoke of this feeling as 'election.' The Torah has God say to Israel: "You 

have seen what I did in Egypt and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought 

you here to me. If only you will now listen to Me and keep My covenant, then 

out of all peoples you shall become My special possession for the whole earth 

1s Mine. You shall- be My kingdom of priests, My holy nation." 

- Many claim that we're racists because we speak of ourselves as a chosen 

people. 

The rabbis said God first offered the Torah to Israel's various neighbors, 

but each in turn demurred. They didn't want to be held to such a strict account. 

Racial arrogance has nothing to do with it. God chose a motley of erstwhile slaves. 

- .our rabbi sa1rs tbat its attractjyeress in ta1 J!ii&&SL,,ihe chosen people idea 

&.,. ~t=ft's~J~l~JrJ:ea•b!~a,:: f:-'!a\ fe!.~w~ ~e •:rctaa:::cw::~~~ ~ a world which 
• 

/ 

' "'•Jew- ,. • ... "t ""' believes in democracy and cultural pluralism •makes us seem a 
• "'1t/ AA• 

closed 111il ■nr11pazstive 

~~!-t'. ,. ~. !Me!f_;, I J -,--■-- •• ■-.. • ho bait . . : rl eaa22 peep!@ t&lk @11cuaza;cc 1i 

.. 
imhnsss 

ijll■IA§ l!\JWS. 
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I've no particular trouble with the term1 It say;._to me: 'Be grateful that 

you belong to a people who sensef a special duty and feel compelled to do it.' 

1-.A~._., 
I wouldn't want to be part of a people who Wti@•satisfied with the aw11----d 

conventional standards of their time and place. As God's chosen people, Jews 

couldn't - can't - let Him down. In a·ny case, I won't allow anti-semi tes to dictate 

what I can believe or say. 

- You're being uncharacteristically romantic. 

- No, I'm simply reminding you that we tend to set our standards by what 

others expect of us. I did my best work in school for the teachers who expected 

the most of me. Jews felt God had said to them what my parents often said to 

me: "Don't settle for the average." Like a capable student whose ability has 

been recognized, more was demanded of 

~.a.t.,l\1-.. 
the I J • 1 • t of the human spirit. 

nA'4 • 
- You make Judaism sound like an rly \f'ersion of one of those pop culture, 

human potential seminars. 

I don't mean to. 
IAl•,._t .. , 

Judaism's message is not 'here's the way to):,e successful' 

" but 'here are God's Instructions.' Our prayers are quite explicit\ab ; SJ JS]f 

hiP c:t.JJ t t t "You have chosen us from all peoples ... you have sanctified 
,,_. ,,... • .,.. • ,-tJl 

us by your commandments and brought us near to Your service." tQ a & after 

success holiness of t~ sense that we're 

doing what we should be doin9/, 

I 
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.- By those standards Judaism has not been particularly successful. I 

S• 1"~~•• Av1 c.,,--..1,;,r-,._. ~1)4-., ~n,._,1,,....,. A, -'""-'t.c.tll A'~ 
A■ @ fibs-..-& g 52 . Elf ti}f@ JP I &l:221 tho test dF did 5ld. My dad was 

half jesting when he kidded mother about the gonifs in her family. 

don't .,,~ ..... 
only 

Not all Jews have been good, saintly, or even conscious of any special obligation, 

far from it. We've had our crooks - I just finished reading The Rise and Fall 

of the American Jewish Gangster - our fools and our fanatics; but history bears 

out that we've been a remarkably creative people over an incredibly long period 

of time. I'm convinced our track record wouldn't be what it is unless the Jewish 

people had interhalizea a sense of election and historic purpose. God's choice 

laid on us a compelling sense of duty. 

- Jews do feel themselves brighter and better. The way my grandparents used 

the term goy, it was the ultimate put-down. 

In~cal Hebrew _9..QY simply !::1f'r'X a nation=- people. At first J!J!li •' -•s 

~~~ 
goy kadosh, a holy people - but in time, and Jews applied to themselves, ,. 

..t., ,A..~& C. 1\111 ~~~·' ""-• '"-
for want of a better expression, goy came to 1w tho sans ] • 1i a ■u i lblp ah1si.r 

m.,r ~ nG t\,ci~ h .. ~,' ~-- lrft,/ dr,t-..itt-l ~- Ma~IM"' , .. ,&.a. 
t.e.i~e~eu]~J~R~F■F ... aib~e~JJij~-p~e~o~pljill.-]~9-s-t■b~e~l~'-'WJ~OQd~e-•·-□-■•r•H-1 ~y--r~o~s-s.r•t•s-ja Your parents must nave come a 

from Eastern Europe where though most Jews were as impoverished as the illiterate 

peasants who cursed them every day and beat them up when they were drunk, Jews 

maintained a literate and cultured society. Iia1:1•1p& 18 Sc::e, 1111Eiczstaadaisly, fic!.t 

slblp@11irez te ■ 1:1 ■h lwnt s and cootero,ltHPB§ pf the apt-5emj t j srn Phi. ah cxcasea t1Ie12• 

bu 11. y i. REJia 

It's never right to stereotype another group. ,... 
, ~~ •:t~.ir::c.,:,li Don't be a Mr. Too Good. was often a living Hell. 

Understand goy as a form of catharsis, a necessary release of frustration, and 

remember, no rabbi ever defended goy as an estimable expression. The Torah insists 

that Jews should treat non-Jews with respect. "You shall not wrong or oppress a 
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a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt." God was the Father 

of all peoples and all peoples merited His care. 

'"''L:..A li-''-I don't hear goy any more, but some of the wtn; I ·tr 1.s still 

there. Look at the way Israelis treat the Arabs. 

/ 

- e:t!• ""- ,,_-r ,tNtt. ~ ......... r,.,.... """""'- ,.,., .. 1a 
-SJJ t':atscl:t; ••• , . I spent a year in Israel and there are restrictions, 

mostly born of security concerns, not contempt. soif"~~~wn on Arabs. Many 
~ 

do not. lisrael's Arabs are citizens. 'Blosr ■ ••• Ju1l1 ms::•••• of the Hc12css@t, 

Arab-owned-and-run newspapers, and Arab professors and students at the Hebrew 

University. When I was at the Hebrew University I was a member of an activist 

group of Israelis who were pushing the government to relax the special identity 

checks to which Arabs had to submit. I wish we'd been more successful, but it's 

hard for people who have lived for nearly forty years under the threat of terrorist 

attack and military assault to dismantle what are seen to be necessary safeguards. 

~ - Ions don't eojo.r even rojojwa 11 ¥ circumsswiilros 

'Jordan's constitution specificaly prohibits any Jew 

- Jews do feel different. I know I do. 

wi.ghts ia BB} -,aab COSiili§'. 

from becoming a citizen. 

Some years ago I was asked to write A History of Judaism. Before I accepted 

the assignment I had to ask myself, why write such a book. I came to a simple 

answer: we had had a significant career. We've been around a long time, but 

longevity is not in itself interesting. The bedouin and the nomads of the world 

have been around a lot longer. It's been said, "Jews are like everyone else, 

only more so." It's the "more so" that interests me. Even people who don't like 

us admit our significance. Indeed, some scholars who've studied the causes of 

anti-semitism argue that one of its main components is jealousy of Jewish energies 

and abilities. 

- I've a friend who says anti-semitism is our fault. We claim to be the 

chosen people. No one likes someone who feels superior. 
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It's interesting th&t this argument was first advanced by those who claimed 

that Christians were the New Israel, the newly chosen. 

- What can we do about anti-semitism? 

As Jews, nothing. It's their problem, not ours. Prejudices are immune to 

; a~t; ; r • •~□=s=:)~--.J.J~iWo..,ft'W'!,-,~l"'l!''"!!'a'I"nl:"isr":a:i'n;;'ttii'.'.-~s~e~m~il1t~e;sfw:o:u~l:d~d~a:m:n~~u:s~f~o~r~n~o:t~b=e~i~n:g;--
normal. Prejudice seems to be a reflex of some primitive survival mechanisms. 

Animals protect their own against strays and strangers, and most human groups 

have a remarkably low tolerance of physical or cultural differences. 

Then-y clairn~f distinctio~ncourage/ envy and invitet rniSunderstanding. 

'--

✓ 

Wgp]d HOB bsrrs th r sg1 21· l(,:? Group distinction and distinctiveness 

progress. The advantage of a pluralistic and democratic society -

is that some group is always ready to challenge what appears obvious to the majority. ,, 
and which, in fact, is not obvious at all but simply the conventional wisdom. 

:Q2nr ■ lism CIICC ■la!JII PXP!JIICSS. 

- So, vive la difference. 

llat":"F Jt(M&~~-~~ ,~""~ ~~!'°.~":ut - - - - --- - --- Those who dye 

their hair orange are exhibitionists, not the catalysts of civilization. 

1\ .. 
- C..•l•:•■J~i~J~e Hare Krishna• add a bit of color. 

So do Jews who make a big thing of playing baseball, wearing a yarmulke. 

There's no benefit in flaunting distinction. Jews cover their heads to show 

respect and reverence, not as a team badge. 

- To some baseball is a religion. 

You won't find it mentioned in the Covenant. ~ ,,_,,,,,.,,_.,,... 1\ "'"4 • -\ 

l•J,.,ca ... ~. o,- "41' J'-"-1'•• .c:i- "•1'19,.a- ~•,., _.,.,, ,.,-
- ] need another definition. You've now used covena ral times and 

I'm not certain what it 

God and Israel that underlies 

and de ines Judaism. According to the founding myth, 



A AMG1a.t• ~A,~ J.A.e,.. '-•~~ •• 

,-... ~~ tA.&9 •.. :- ,.,. e,a- ". '-". 
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"·'-I~ 

A.W '-'t'-. h .. ~ 

A relationship can be sick but within its own terms functional. We see 

this in certain marriages where the partner's needs and neuroses allow them ,-,.__ 
to live together intimately but at the cost of emotional growth or ethical 

~ • I 

"''"'·~ maturity. A Leader satisfies the dependency needs of his,· zs, but again, 

at the cost of their developing the capacity for independent living. Religious 

communities can be healthy-minded and encouraging or perverse and destructive. 

Buddhism encourages asceticism and withdrawal. Medieval Christianity 

and Islam teach the damnation of noncommunicants. One tradition encourages 

independent study and interpretation of its Scripture; another demands submission 

to ecclesiastical authority. A tradition like Judaism which encourages moral 

discipline, social justice, the cultivation of the mind, an individual's freedom 

under God, and the ties of human fellowship, has much to commend it. 

- Everyone has a right to believe what they want to believe. 

I'd hi M.e #Urata to i:2 ■ ii•t 011 ccc251111'2 ri',bt ta heJieue wbatever be 
o,c..,tMr~ =-•&&Lit 

~nae, t lJt I need not approve his beliefs and, in some cases, I protect 

myself and society from any dangerous actions his beliefs may lead him to 

take. I find the Hebrew term, le'havdil, useful in making these kinds of judgments 

and distinctions. In Hebrew when you wish to suggest that there are significant 

differences in quality or kind between phenomena of the same order you say le'havdil. 

so the sentence: J~m Jones, the charismatic leader who induced nearly a thousand 

followers to drink cyanide and, le'havdil, Martin Luther King were ministers who 

were active in the Civil Rights Movement; or the sentence: The Jonestown commune 

and, le'havdil, an Israeli kibbutz 

mllalll mak~e'havdil judgmentl when 

---- --------- • - --

are examples of rural utopian communes. We 
W ,...._,~ c-UNC'~.a Tl A ._ ... a,- .._ A 

we .._.•@eclelia; d ; f sn J; ,; on and r I iaah group , 

&.a\.. ...... 
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- The Jonestown group was a cult, not a religion. 

There's not that much difference between a cult and a religion. Because most 

Americans hold to the romantic notion that any religion is good for you, the media 

tends to reserve the term "religion" for approved traditions: Christianity, Judaism, 

Buddhism; and "cult" for the likes of the Moonies, the Church of God and the People's 

Temple, but the distinction is not that clear. Until the fatal day when the community 

drank cyanide, the People's Temple remained an accredited member of the Disciples 

of Christ, a mainline Protestant denomination. 

- Cults are small groups of weak and dependent people who find it easier 

to obey a leader than to work out their own problems. 

Some cults are composed of the weak and the troubled who are led by someone 

who knows The Truth, but not all. Cults are groups of religious people who are 

a little hotter about their faith than most established congregations. The key 

element which distinguishes cult from religion is intensity. GJJ]t rnomhorss~end 

t;{) tao] that LliSj ai111e iiil lie L e:itsmcd ■ ihCE bhl)F 2 1 OPS peas cos llh@ Ti cr\..h. 

Most people have a family life and a work life as well as a religious life. The 

cultist is totally involved and unlikely to have any perspective on his group 

or its actions. 

- You're describing a fanatic. 

What one man will condemn as fanaticism another will describe as commendable 

zeal. 

- Cults are dangerous. 

Cults can be salutary or dangerous. It all depends on the beliefs around 

which the group has rallied, the leader who gains authority, and what subsequent 

generations make of their inheritance. Most cults are like Jonah's gourd: they 

appear one night and disappear the next. Some abort. Some explode. A few emerge 

and become major religions. 



53 

- And all suffer from an excess of zeal. 

- It's the zealous who change the course of history. 

- And who chop off the heads of those who disagree. 

- I've always been glad Judaism hasn't been as cult prone as Christianity 

or the Eastern religions. 

I'm act m·rc )iOJJ'rs rhJht. We've had our share. Habad is a Jewish cult. 

In their time so were the Pharisees, the Sabbateans, some of the Kabbalist groups. 

Some people always care more than others. 

- I thought Judaism de-emphasized emotional intensity and enthusiastic faith. 

"V rah11i ai •s • t1 J a ua i: ■ ■ Ii.ti PS jp Ji fe j t ' a ; •ii ■ I be }OUR D@fbi@ fou 

~p. One of the lines I like best in our prayer book speaks of "zeal tempered 

by wisdom and guided by regard for other people's faith." 

Cults emerge in times of stress. During the darkest period of the Middle 

Ages a passionate cult developed around the 

Zvi. A significant number of Jews declared 

figure of a false messiah, Shabbetai 

him the Messiah and some held&!: 

ti a ; even when he converted to Islam. The "zeal tempered by wisdom" line 
.._.._, ..,.,.,e .£ 

was written by an American rabbi during the calm and prosperous years which closed 

" the nineteenth century. Of course, our leaders have always tried to keep passion 

in bounds, otherwise, like water breaking open an inadequate dam, everyone is 

in danger who happens to be in the path of the flood. When Shabbetai Zvi failed 

his followers, a goodly number committed suicide. Many more died inside. 

- Judaism still has aspects of a cult. I'm always troubled when I hear the 

Akedah story read on Rosh Hashanah. 1'oP hnsa the SLCif. God demands that Abraham 

sacrifice his son Isaac, and Abraham agrees to this unconscionable demand.-.. 

gw.e ■■ ,n'ra taJd tbs st, J eo @litbdldge db co D@ aaqa stiooio'i jg our JouaJtv 

t< A 2 - Soren Kierkegaard used the Akedah in Fear and Trembling to illustrate 

his contention that the man of faith must be prepared to put aside fam1ly feeling 

and what is generally considered morality when he hears the commanding voice. 

If I remember correctly, he calls this attitude "a teleological suspension of 

/ 
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the ethical." I call it fanaticism. 

Kierkegaard read this story as a Christian. We read the story quite differently 

In Judaism the Akedah myth served the same function as the crucifixion myth in 
•• , rw ,~ .._, _, 

Christianity which is to say it confirmf{the religion's promise of redemption. 
;,. 

Christians believe Jesus' death symbolized by the Cross atoned for Adam's sin 

and, for the first time, opened the way of salvation to human beings. Jews held 

that Abraham's submission to God's command earned for Abraham and his descendants 

a special place in the scheme of things, what theologians call Election. The 

Akedah myth symbolized and established God's special concern for Israel. A drawing 

of Abraham, Isaac, the altar, and the ram were sometimes painted on the wall above 

the Torah's niche which was a focus of worship in Greco-Roman synagogues in much 

the same way as the cross hangs above the altar in a church. Jt ElEWbo]jzed G~'s 

cdaso tj99 ;;iii• I ■ uasl zathc2 than Sil} ld@& aooac th@ diiCUIIU±Lldfidi U@lh&iidS 6£ 

i ■ i •• 

- But Abraham still obeyed a command to murder his son. 

'Pho Bi bJ a does act hal a •P :>k l ..... •<Au, ;;) '--vuuucL c1:::, c1 1nvuc.L !Of CUI b al 1pj ea . 

f Jews were not to pattern their lives after the Patriarchs but to obey God's Instru 

the Commandments. 

- Still, it's a confusing story. umy 2cad it ■ 12 sucb a boJu dau? It gives 

the wrong idea. It certainly did to me. 

Reading the Akedah on the High Holidays is an old practice which goes back 

to the difficult centuries when Jews felt it wise to remind God on the holiest 

day of the year that they could, in fact, depend on God's special relationship 

to pull them through. 

- How do you explain the story to a modern audience? 

Life often puts us to the test and when the issues are serious we must be 

willing to put our comforts at risk. I like to tell them the legend that the 
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horn of the ram caught in the thicket 1s the shophar which ill be blown to announce 

~ '«It"-•' ._,.,ca., 1\-., 1110 tllrwcsi.wAA ,...., ...... 
messianic times. 115 ill1esmee i tent nl.ich ••s•• fliRl.t beyond the risks inherent 

in life there is hope. I tell them not to be literalists. Biblical language 

is meant to be suggestive, not determinative. 

did raise a critical issue which, I suppose, all religio 

people point, if any, should prudence, compromise, 

be set aside? 

~and not 

point do we say I won't be reasonable? is 

Bertrand Russell somehow desc Aristotle's 

rule of the Golden Mean rationalization devised by and the respectable 

and the middle-aged to justify e tendency toward • n which comes with wealth 

and age. You can always find pull horns, but if you do you'll 

never achieve greatly. There are times take the plunge. 

Boldness is a romantic virtue but way to accomplish significant 

progress. In anty case, Jews Rule but with Sinai, a 

set of original and demanding These the axioms, Judaism's 

special and surprising They point the way is acceptable. 

/ 

The virtue of the principles are strong and 

y are rules by which people can live, 

but not unrealistic 

or unachievable. families, 

, and establish a just social order. 

to be more specific tomorrow. We need time to clean up before 

dinn The group dispersed slowly. 




