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1 naver know how tc snswer @ question that begl s! wnat doss Judoism
bglieva sbout. « 1 car answer: thls li- thae way it wvas In Bibllcs] timas
ard thia ile ths mspproack which wes teaken in robbinie times, ord this is what
1 think, To talk in terse of process, development, g-owth mnd the unfolding
of & religioue tradition, the only way I can denl with religlious gquestions
is to rule out = once and Final definicion. Institutlions which da not change
cetrify and dis. Idess which arm not reformulsted become irrelsvant.

When Kors propared hie maruml the politicel ond cultur-al clroumstonces
af Jawish 1ifes wera slmpst everywhars the same, 6a although thero wora
snlntly Felk and cruds Folk, lemrned man and illiterates, Jewish 1iFe gave
of f an sspest of cohereneas, No longer. Sosg Jews llve ln 8 Jewlsh Btake,
athers in the yericus communities of the dlespora. For mast the reslity
of a culturslly uniform ond uniformly Jowish snvironment in mo mara. We
tivae Iin the culture of public schoola and telavision, 0Ou minds ars RorD
aften pcoupled with tha mocliml sclences and libernl mrts then Torah and
Talmud, snd our understandling of Torah necesssrily hos been transformed Dy
eha intellectual currpnte which make ous ege o naw, axciting and confuslng.
should we be surprised that Aebbi Bilve~ looks st tha Toran gulte diffsrently
From Aobbi Karo?

I om m rabbl. I mn committed to the Torsh traditlon end I believe in
many of tha rebbinle posltlons about Ged, precticea and values: yet, when
T road the verious manuals which purpert to describe Judaiem, I often Fimd
mysalf vigorously shaklng my head. 1 would belence Somea ideas differen=ly
and thers mra idess that 1 do not mccept. I this hereey? Mot st mll. 1
mm mot B maverick. Aebbimie Judoism is a venereble tradition, but no lengas
ths dowirent ong, When | was ordeinad 1 was mot reguired to affirm & par-
ticulsr cstechism nor mmt | submit my writings to @ superior®s censorshie.
The promise that I was ooked to make on that bemstly hot June day was that I
would ponfront Terah wita love ond respect, with the respect of one who wos

at hame within ltew spiric and tha love af onm who Fe.t olose ta tha whole

Torah Fosily.
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tha Toroh roduces fteelf to such genersl terms; lt is more then somewhat
varjim. Ara you soyling thet the Toroh is not true But that lts [nFforsing
enjrit e trus?

! believe there ie an Informing seiric In the Toeh but I'm speaking of
m For more sophisticated process that the sbotrectlon of o Few high=-soundling
tormss and declering them to be the whole of God's word., The process of Torsh
commentory requires o respect For the tesxt [oself and careful exeminascion of
mll ite implicatiorns. Troditiorslly; this opprosch wes called sidrash.
Midraoh sccapte Torah om tha living word of Ged. IFf the rules sbout Buralng
wiltehee and loving one's neighbor ssem to reprasent opposing standardas oF
=oral ssnsltivity, i1t moy be that wme hove not yet reloted them oppropristely
o Fothomed the Full isplliecstions of stetements which must in some way GO
raleted.

Midrush taswtlfiee to the encompessing quality of the Torah treditlon
since, by ite very belng, It teetifles to the myeterlous vitellty of the text.
IFf the Torah le God's word, every word and thought must be spirituslly =ig=-
rificant, and Bince asch ege sccentunted different mesnirgs snd virtues the
asarch, the procaas af midrash, s comnseloss, ective wa long =s therg prs
bBelisvera,

Hhat sbout conflietlng lnterpretatlona?

The Torah traditiom hae no problem with Interpreative lnconslezancsy. Tha
vorlety of [interpratetion reinforced the idea that the Torsh wae InfFinltasly
suggestive, In that senee sgecial, myate-lows, divine The inSona)létons (=8
simply memnt thet esch of” us looks on thetTorah with Bie awn eyes and mind;]
we are lnconsistent, not God. No one hed to sgree woth our [nterpretet.on.
Midrash nmas publlished by 8 process of ecoumulntion and little sttempt wam
mmcle Wt systamatle sditing. Morsaover, what ia the virtus of consistency™
The rebbis snticipeted Emsreon’s A Foolieh consistency im the hobgoblin of
little minds" when they wrote, " both this statesent snd srnother of diFFsrsnt
import could be ceen oo the words of the livimg Ood.' Life is Full of centra-

dictlons, conseguently the conpletency of o philosophlic system does not prove





















