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‘!‘he chtet] wor u!':‘at Shol Me!chem wrote about
#sovividly copnes 1o the Lost
| World of East Eum_uan Jews” by Ehraham S!wl

'I'I‘l.ﬂl"l
4 Shulman Has gune to the archives of the New "l’-.*-rh

j 0 Yiddish daily The Fmﬁ:d for the hundreds of photo-
;-v ! praphs that, illustrate this very human account of PG
" Jewish life in East Europe from 1860-1970. i

There are the begpars, the Chasids, the iluﬂenu

a;ln:dmm-e-—:‘l aptured in the shetetls (small towns)

; W Tews wefe forced to live: Ahere were also the -

| ‘'worldly mements, which show that these people were &

~‘notas isolated as yfltinn maintains: a Jewish band'* "
.+ at a Polish gentile Wedding, a rabbi gwing Heb

A7 tessons to Tolstay, the young men who dored to shed

iﬂr ﬁ"‘!".':a

oy -

** ! {he caftan and the streim! for more worldly clothes,
i <" ghulman's collection of photegraphs pal paint the %r '/xﬁ{‘.

of Tevye the milkman and Mottlc the canlor's son,
‘. world destroyed by the forces of the medern wgud'a
F, T S ¥ N . S 4,

‘.The great wave of East European Iuws o America
began in the fate 19th century, but some came here as
.gﬂy as 1654, when 23 Jews fleeing from the Por-~
guese in Bram arrived in Nt.-w Amsterdam (New
-~ York) aboard'the St. Charles. And despite the best el- |
forts of Gov. Peter Stu\r\'esﬂnt they were allowed to 2
# » 'slay.

|

X Their subse uﬂlh:%tpw — and how American Jews umnnl.lq.. a-jit

i “F . have kept their identity in thr.-, malung pot — is-the
; subject of Milton Meltzer's * g r the Days, a
* . Short History of the Jewish American.” Short means

L] s In this very readable history aimed at a

juvenile autlience.

: *A companion piece mightﬁnrry Golden's "Dur

. Sguthern Landsmen,” publi last year and'prob.
f ‘, ‘ably going cheaply at the publisher’s remittance saleﬁ*

R of j.hatm many bookstores hnld around {he holiday sea- ™

-
uﬁ‘:hﬁm with the usual Golden :Em‘lten fébmﬂﬂ 1
‘f} mﬁim“' but it's H:al. fun if you don't take it
yasa daeflmtiw. istory n[ Su thern Jews.

* & ® & &

re time, Ihe twu-
bynmielhr:m;;sul; "

f,ll’mhmienlﬂq ths' s
' Wariin be;mn;nupull.nmnn

.wr’anﬂ i

"'" :I'.
v The first vnl:.il,me covers “From Abraham to
<1 "Maimbnides” an the second deals with ''Europe and
e New World." ;mern-nre over 1,000 pages to (his.
" 1 very lucid offer while it's readable emugh forv
4 , non-scholars, it's t[ﬂndathls:nrr:.rlhahnnt
. & mhuliﬁay gift-giving. : s 4E e

&
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C A rently tailored for the holidays —

. idley, Mwﬂeu tables but aren’t TOO hlg —
f &V hre " , Where It All " by Moshe

. man, and *The House of David™ by. Jerey M. La

#+  acorrespondent for ABC in Washington,

- Pearlman’s “Meses” illuminates the journey from

o E frwdum in Canaan. It's lavish!
e mg with color photos. of the Iplntﬂ '.Hher;
% - | Moses —who prowhl;r didn t look at all like Charlton

% 1  Heston — and the Israelites wandéred. It's a lovely,
) lively book, and should be must reeding for anyone
glanmng air ﬁnt:’.l‘ht Holy Land.
mﬂ" deals with the reugn.s af
Eaul Dnvid and thmnn. And Landay makes his
history — often politieal — easy o swn!lnw with large
dollops of Biblical art and photos of [:r:u:l today. '

li.i 1

Speaking of Israel lndny the Imt  book to take wﬂh
on any tecul 1Irlp or tour) there is Zev Vilnay's “Israel
Guide.” Published yearly in Jerusalem but available
at most big bookstores, Vilnay's bock is street guide,
tour guide and hislur;.r all in one.

- & W

Ruth Dayan i.'Mn:I'uz 5 former wile) has written

“'Crafts of Israel” with Wilburt Feinberg. This is still .
another of those coffee table books — lovely to look at
but little to delight. Israel’s crafts people do excellent
work, but Dayan's book does little justice to them: or

_ their work despite some excellent color photos. Wait '
until umimce sales next year for such a specialized
hngl; ;l‘ you're mterm&d don't fork over a ridiculous

3l s

£
. " L L]

“Yom Kippur Plus 100 Dlrl" Is a collection of .
stories from the Jerusalem Post about the war, ils
.4 afiermath and the thousands of little stories that come
out of any conflagration.
.+ ' Editor Harold Hart uses pi:tl:d-u? clippings from
S plus a combination narrative- Zionist histo-
ell his story. It's a very haman book, if you
the, tive's strident rhetoric and the
acl's English Ianguage daily. The
— s steep, but if you've never read any-

price =
i,., 1hmg by Ephmnh mshnn it's worth it (several of his
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VE. By Piers Paul Read (Lippincott, $10)
most everyone knows that a group of v¢
men whose plane crashed In the Andes $lir-,
vived by resorting, finally, to cannibalim

Read takes this familiar fale and fashiorl
into & masterly story of human enduralice
Lovely writing. : '
'E. By Robert Creamer (Simon and Schuste
39.95). Our most celebrated sports hero is
subject, appropriately, of our finest spart
ography. The writing is elegant, the resed
meticulous, the interpretation sound.
RD ON FOOD. By James Beard (Knopf, §
The grand master of American cooking
his best form here — salting the pages With
feisty opinions, peppering them with del :

ble recipes. A collection of his newspaper 8¢
umns, covering a wide variety of subjects. &

and Schuster, $7.95). A marvelously talenfed
yvoung Southern writer pays a bitterswieet
farewell to that regional anachronism, 1 e
good old boy, in a collection of lively profjles
and personal reminiscences. b
‘OLN STEFFENS. By Justin Kaplan (Sinion
ind Schuster, $10). A timely biography jof
American journalism's first great muckralker.
Kaplan's psychological speculations are sound,
ind his prose is unobstrusively brilliant.

RIM AT TINKER CREEK. By Annie Dillard
Harper's Magazine Press, $7.95). This is a
»oet's book, and as is often the case the prase
ends to be a hit overripe. But Dillard obscrves
he minutiae of nature with as keen an eve as
ine will find.

» AND TOM. By John Leggett (Simon and
ichuster, $10). Side-by-side biographies of
ninor novelists (Ross Lockridge and Thomas
leggen) whose careers and early suicides gay
vorlds about the conditions in which Amer-
*an writers work,

RSHIP. By Noel Mostert, (Knopf, $8.95). A"
cathing inquiry into the ecological havec

eing wreaked by the giant oil tankers, yet

Iso a beautiful evocation of the sea, its mys-
eries and legends, the men who sail i
\8: A Memoir of -a Dark Season.
iregory. Dunne ((Random House, '
»urnalism and part novel, .this acco
uthor’s hegira to the American .
rordant, funny, terribly sad. AR
IINGTON: The Indispensable Man. By
homas Flexner, (Little, Brown, $}12.5
Jlendid one-yolume biography that is ;

1an-adequate alternative to.the auth
* four-volume study, Reading it a

1e Nixon' years is instructive —
B 5 - “1

P

. Hebrews indeed monothals-

" clines to the belief that they
L v Were not,

""ﬁmhuﬁﬁwV

and the rhytbml change of
hardworking day into wish-
ing. musing, thinking night

was lost,

% . It began to be daylight

all the time, and. the old
stories movéd out of con-
sciousness and went under-
ground to dreams ‘and the
nursery. They were forgot-

‘A History of Judaism’:
It’s Thorough, Readable

A HISTORY OF
JUDAISM, By Daniel
1. Silcer and Bernard
Martin. Basic Books.
1003 pages. Two vol-
umes, boxed. 837,

Reviewed by
EDITH GOLD

Daniel 1. Silver and Ber-
nard Martin preface this
new history of Judalsm
with a word about their
own prejudices: they are
“products of the Wastern
intellectual  tradition
liberal and critical in their
orientation  towards  the
Jewish tradition, but none-
theless committed Jews."

In these thousand pages,
they have managed to re-
main liberal and critieal,
absorbed with humanistic
Concerns rathéer than
dqgma, ‘presenting a long
and complex story with a
freshness and objectivity
that is a happy contrast to
 dn of some of their

By

one stary, six broth
ers are turned into swans

“The little sister wept and
sald, ‘Can you not be sat
free? ‘Alas, no' they an-
swered, 'the conditions ‘are
too hard. For six years you
speak . nor
laugh, and in that timeé you
must sew together six little

may neither

have scandalized traditional
historians.

The authors tlso tend to
regard the by-ways and de-
tours from the Jewish intel-
lectual mainstream  with
considerably mwore sympa-
thy than is usual. The
magie world of Kabbalah,
(or instance, which was ve-
hemently attacked by or-
thodox Talmudists, they
fecognize as filling a deep
human need, linking God
and man far more intimats-
Iv than did the tenets of
traditional Judsizsm.

And- the Hesidie move-
ment, scorned by such dis-
tinguished seholars a3
Graetz, they see as not
merely an outgrowth of me-
dieval mysticism, but as an
early expressiom of modern-
ism, because of jts empha-
sis on the inner psychic ex-
perience of the ndividual.

IN THIS history of Juda-
ism ‘a5 & religion and the
Jews as a people struggling

DEC 18T Y

et =

blue oceans i In 2
:  well? To a teller of tales, ¢

a wise woman, this’ whinin
would have seemed dow
right’ U Yet le
ErowWn-upgcosay” that fai W
‘tales are mm i
A &l

course. They are for peopls

for survival, Martin and Silg
ver have aimed at an undergih
standing but not necessarif
ly technically-trained aud
ence, avolding wnfamilia
terminology and esoteri
doctrinal hairsplitting.

To chronicle more tha
3,000 years of social and re

Er
ligious history Is an awrd ca
some undertaking — '3 in:
make it interesting and ind) we
tensely human, as d4hewd (he
have done, Is & remarkablal, go
achievement. ! ma

kou

(Edith Gold reviewy
hooks and music for Thal ¢
Herald.) Mi

Emm

Gifts with a lft forlf

“{)'ﬁ:rmzn do they hesi-
te to offer some startling
ories. Were the earliest

as the Book of Genesis
ris? Rabbi_ Silver In-

that the multipl-
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Surely this noti
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Mad Dogs and an Englishman.

BY FIONA LEWIS
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Fo ol Che Malibu b b by l-]LI:]l.I.’-
Tormed-fod, kit et o Wt Db "' Hiearis of the

H\Ihun. IMWI!IMHFW
mﬂ:\h #ars Jell Bridpes, Andy Grifiiah,
Alan Arkin and I Pleasenes, peaying Uhe wealihy

uLerary mogul wha mltn._'n'r wikh v makeng

Mulh.ﬂ:mdl
Plewsrnce Tolds s robe arcond the saprisingly bied-
Pvesr Turn o Poge 3§
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The Children
of Israel and .(’
How They, Gre'w_*_"

BY ROBERT KIRSCH

w | Fere ore many historiey of (he Jewd, bol histepies of
Nmbabspn are relatively Fase, U pay b mrgie) LRSY Ehe
Ew faninot b end Darvel Silapr ped
Vseerand Martin, suthors of "A History of Judabes” (U3~
e fiwikr 30, e vals, boxed, ilbadrated), eanccde
Thod e ey of Jodaben cannot be beld witheel -
fepenee 1o the wory of the Jewhh people—lta bring
tearm="

Imweritaldy, bt v o quicwibon of eaphasis, bod Lhese Im-
poresste  woluymes (Uhe first “From Abrakds De
sl by Nilver? Dt steinel, “Europs and (ke
S Workd® b Martind those awpecia of socil arel
podrakeal hemleny pre glven which are esepatial grousl by
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BY CHARLES CHAMPLIM
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rol mistapiors of mani ‘esion The shieet of
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e
R, there wore pibher vaages [or the medi-
v, A wvery year & veorldwide sampling of
shmation Ml (he Bluseam of Ari
theilGingly demondtratsn A mivernal
] and mawses pee

alls = ¢ 8
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abde o express elopemly ek Dbagi as
anger, deedd, bope. prole=t gl i s il

_ Then, not quite five years aps mow, "Frite
« the Cal" yowled upsn ue, Laking 3 rakeally
ehlferent vishen of animsiee rat Jomt i fas
toire lenaril bat da X-rated festure benmb and
inlrohacing us 1o Ralph Makvhe the shagey
voung pant who niade [he moie. “Frith
like Pakshi, war imalashel sovpebes, for-
wmly. poeviele s sprawbmg e eepdral
ot lime froguently possdng Do ol peioed of
anklen and e Lu-m. PRI 1A VAR
e alkylne solibapaye The Holwerl Crissb
cartoon [REures Wharlh were the s of e
ilm maved ihrough 8 work) thai wan Tiak
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Feane Turn in Page 41
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HAFFENDEN, Philip S, New England in the English natioa,

I.:H!. Oxford, 1974, Ibp map bkl 17.50, ISBN 0-19-

10244

This intensive study of New England’s (used synonymously with Massa-
chusetts) diplomacy and relation to old England is valuable to the
sophisticated and well-read historian, Less advanced siudents will have
difficulty with Haenden's references, for without preparalory comment
he considers Marlborough, Blenheim, Ramillies, and several other
English and European persons and events. The format of this baok,
published in England, may seem unususl to some American readers,
For example, lengthy quotes are not set off from the text sufficiently
1o identify casily their beginnings and endings. The literary style is
formal and cumbersome, reminiscent mare of Perry Miller's than of
Samuel E. Morison's. During the opening chaplers repeated references
i the New England theocracy impress this reviewer as throwbacks
lo Wertenbaker and J, T. Adams, Therefore, that which Tollows suffers
from the lingering impression of this poor starl, However, judged by
its goals, this is an sdmirable description of what may be considered
Massachusetts' Protestant and secular naionalism as it coincided and
conflicted with old England's imperisl policy and European diplomacy
between the Glorious Revolution and the end of the Stuart dynasty,
The subject is narrow, but for the person interested in this lopic, Hal-
fenden’s work is the standard and will so remain for many years.

SHULMAN, Avrahsm. The old couniry. Scribner, 1974. 210p il

741557, 12.95.  ISBN 0-684-14017-9 :
A remarkable collection of photos, mast of which frst appeared in the
supplement of a New York Yiddish newspaper, that will please nostal-
gia buffs as well as those more deeply interested in the Shier! life of
Eastern European Jewry, This is the most diverse and fascinating of
the available albums picturing Jewish life of the late I19th-early 20th
cenlury. The photos are for the most part candid and show {betier than
Fiddier on the Roaf'} the Old World life of the bulk of American Jewry,
The commentary by Shulman, a Yiddish journalist, is unobirusive
and helpful. Highly recommended for gencral libraries and for those
scademic institutions with sufficient budget 1o buy books which, il not
scholarly, are delightful and exciling.

SILVER, Daniel Jeremy and Bernard Martin, A history of Judaism.
Basic Books, 1974, 2v il tsb hibl TE90130, 37.00 sof. set
SBN 465-03008-4;v.1 SBN 465-03006-8; v.2 SBN 465-03007-6

Contents — v.1: From Abraham 1o Maimonkdes: v 2- Europe and the New

World., These two large, elegantly writter, lucid, and comprehensive

volumes supply the best single history ¢f Judaism. They arc thorough,

balanced, and a pleasure 10 read, Silver nurrates the period from the
beginnings through Maimonides, Martin from thal time to the 30th
century. The principle of organization and interpretation is the history
of the Jews and their literature, Judaism ik described sequentinlly out
of the sources of history and literature, with satisfactory stress upon
religious ideas and beliels. The books are handsomely produced and
conlain modest but adequate bibliographies for each chapier. The work
belongs in every college library, however small, as the first and funda-

acquisition on Judaism, because of ity comprehensive and in-

telligent treatment of the whole of a complex religious tradition — a

masterpiece of erudition, taste, judgment, and intelligent narrative.

Libuﬁmundmnmm“ummm{'ujudﬂumadm 1o

recommend llkhul:hrlllmdn:inhi;hl:bpoltndhﬂnﬂ.

126

e ——— - o e, R

messages
the Atlantic, and Africa with onc short chapler on Asia,
botham does not include much technical or even explanatory
mmmhmurarmtmummudmmunm
Kahn's encyclopedic The codebreakers (1967} which illustrates the
operation of the Enigma machine. The book provides an insigh it
the use of intelligence by u number of civilian and military leaden

Ancient (Including Archaeclogy)

BRUCE-MITFORD, Rupert. Aspects of Anglo-Saxon archsesepy;
Satton Hoo and other discoveries, Harper's Magazine Press, 1974
356p U map wab T |3220. 2500, SEN 061204803

In 1939 the famed seventh-eentury Sutton Hoo ship barial, the gea
est Saxon treasurc ever, was cxcavaled, However, for the past 35 yean
scholars have eagerly awsited publication of a definitive analysis, Tha
book is unfortunately not that report, but it does reveal that its fint
volume is at last in press, The current study is cssentially @ substaitial
revision of same 12 pertinert papers which have already appeared ia
relatively inaccessible jourrals, and it clearly supcrsedes the ol
other useful treatment, Bruce-Mitford's awn British Museum {Depe. of
British and Medicval Antiguities) handbook, Surion Hoo ship baral
(1972), Although details about the ship itsell are surprisingly spire
in this treatment, students secking new dala about other aspects ofibe
burial will be delighted. Particularly praiseworthy is the presentation of
comples controversial malerials with such clear and Bracious argumest
and ypographic and illustrative appeal. This book is valuable ir it
own right and will prove absolutely indispensable for a complele unber
standing of the forthcoming site report. Libraries with even the smlk
t3 historical and archacolcgical holdings should welcome this impar
tank study.

COLES, Joha, Archacology by experiment, Scribner, 1974 (cI97))
183p Ul b bibl 143668, 8.95, 150 ps. ISEN (-8
138182

Coles (University of Cambr-dge) has attempted to summarize the high-

lights of experimental archaeology by drawing upon a wide vanictp of

sources. The subject is by 10 means a novel field, although there hai
been a rencwed interest in it in recenl years, The present voluns,
ranging from land clearanse and experiments with prehistoric plaws
lo the testing of musical instruments, conlains a good deal of sabd
information and hence may serve as a competent introduction for (be

pre-profcssional student. The professional archacologist may wank 1

cansult it for quick information, alhough the bibliography is largely

limited to English-language entries and is by no means complete, Tor
d:hilnddmuapuﬁ:uh:upuimmliwm“iuhnmwrw
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STORY OF JUDAISM. By
: Juem:r Silver and Bernard

i tnl!ﬁnm:ludu with Moses
monides. Volume Two, by

Bernard Martin, continues through

“the Si¥ Day War of 1967.

‘volumes are a religious his-

L ¥

: ?.iuéy. Wars, Caesars, cullural and
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changes are referred to
nnlru they affect the religious his-
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o It ix difficult to write a history so

Mh antiquity and with so

tle- to- go on. The authors are

1 Ih-uu they fill in details;

it .must. have happened
this.

- Rabbi Sihn' argues that the law
ﬂdlﬂhﬁ: revelation: ““The word of

éﬁ"ﬂd came frequently enough, and

~ man’s awareness of the numinous
» “was powerful enough, for all these
h.m eriginally to have been spoken
‘under the spirit"
. The authors accept the Bible as
-nml.llim: “In ancient Ismel the

word of God was close and avail-
a-.:ihl:...tnurlous diviners, priests
10 rendered oracular judgment" -

'Df Moses: “Reverence does not

= Em more than of scholarship.

 The discussion of covenant is
especially good in the treatment of
_the cultural background of the

" concept. Jews are people of the
covenant, so chosen by God,

- The treatment of the prophetic

- message is excellent. There is a good

of Biblical teachings, though
§ not enough critical analysis.

ug;rltnr: flows smoothly,
- earliest Biblical times 1o

hdhe fall of Jerusalem to
g5 to modern Israel, ‘The
"Eum‘:\ﬂ.n Iulr;r in the
h Century” is particularly

~

[DOOK MEVIECWS

Biblical interpretation takes over
halfl the first volume. From there
tabout the time of Bar Kochba, AD
|35) it becomes an exciting nar-
rative.

Some statements are strange:
"The Bible alone of the literatures
of antiguity is almost devoid of
myth."" What of Adam and Eve,
Cain and Abel, Noah and the ark,
Jacob and the angel, Ezekiel in the
walley of the bare bones?

The authors deal too much in
absolutes: " A prophet speaks God's
word or he speaks lies, there is no
middle ground."

There are other objections. Jesus
and the beginnings of Christianity
~eceive scant notice. though Islam is
given more than 70 pages. Is this
araper balance?

The many Hebrew words and
phrases make difficult reading for
nost people. The glossary is inade-
quate. There is too much detail on
the Mishna and Talmud.

It gets fedious. There is often
more than the average reader might
wish to know. References and
detailk of scholarship are nat
adequate.

The authors’ main purpose is to
describe Jewish life throughout its
history. This is well done, They pro-
side a fine background for under-
standing the origins of our Judeo-
Christian heritage.

There is no whining or self-pity in
this work. It is a proud history of a
proud people. For example, there is
a quiet and calm view of the
slaughter of the Jews under Hitler.
The treatment of Soviet Jewry is dis-
passionate,

Even with two large volumes this
work is not an exhaustive study of
Judaism. It is a pood one, though,
well indexed il not well annotated. [t

gives a good picture of the Jewish
view of Judaism. It will take a long
time 1o read but it is worth it

1. Frank Schulman

THE VENTURE OF ISLAM:
Conscience and- Hixtory in a World
Civilization. By Marshall G.S.
Hodgson, Chicago. University of
Chicago Press. Three volumes.
Paper. $7.95 per volume.

Developed from years of offering
the Islamic Civilization course ai the
University of Chicago, this three-
volume masterpiece runs io almost
1500 pages.

When Hodgson died suddenly in
1968, at the age ol 47, the manuseript
was two-thirds complete.

It is to the credit of his colleagues
and students that the work was
finished and to the eredit of the
University of Chicago Press that the
three wolumes are available in
paperback al a reasonable price.

The three volumes, further sub-
divided into six books, are sublithed
*The Classical Age of Islam,” *The
Expansion of Islam in the Midcle
Periods™ and “The Gunpowder
Empires and Modern Times."

Although Yolume Three does not
really deal with 20th century Islam
in much detail, the remainder of the
study is so comprehensive  amd
sweeping that there is little 1o which
one Ccan compane it.

With Toynbee, this is interpretive
history, but Hodgson fills special
pages with chronological charts of
evenis and dynasties.

Thus, he does not have to tage
much space explaining events and
caliphs as such. Rather, he can
discuss the meaming of those events
and rulers in the broader sweep of
things.

Hodgson's work reminds one of
that of William MacNeill whise

reading for anyone who wants (o be’
literate about the Islamic world.

Religious liberals, so open ta the
religious life and expenence of
others, have a special responsibility
to understand Islam, all the more
because it is conservative not- liberal.

As Hodgson so excitingly points
up, conservative Islam developed
into a great culture and civilization
with ari, schools 'of philossphy,
medicine and science all pliying
significant parts.

The msual question raised b:.l'
progressive-minded religious
liberals is. why has Islam failed to
keep uvp with standards of

modernity which have made the

Western world so great?

Hodgion offers some new
thoughts on this problem (Velume
Three, pages 204-205) when he
suggesis that the wvery . qualities
which Islamic culture had to meet
needs in an agrarian age were the
qualities which held it back when

the Industrial Revolution developed

in the West.

The lzslamic world, he argues, was
not ready for the “new outreacy” of
the West when it arrived with full
foree in the late 18th century. -

Hodgson has successfully
combatted the usual stereotypes of
Islam presented in most Western
history. Although his work is
sweeping, it is sufficiently detailed
o provide the serious reader with .a
groat wealth of material.

It is not a beginner's
however, Anyone Lotally unfamillar
with Islam would do well to start

with a survey such as HAR. .

Gibh's “"Mohammedanism'™ or
Kenneth Cragg's, “The House of
Islam” to get hold of basic terms.
Hodgson does include coms
prebensive maps, lists of technieal
lerms amnd a superh lmil:x .
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stressed  its  failures and short.
comings, and iis institutional dis-
tortions...As an exercise in perfec-
tionism, Christianity cannot suc-
ceed...Its strength lies in its just esti-
mate of man as a fallible creature
with immortal longings. Its oul-
standing moral merit is to invest the
individual with a conscience, and
bid him follow it."

Paul Johnson's Christian con-
science used to express jtself as
editor of the influential British
weekly, The New Statesman. Here il
examines the history of Christian
faith itself

The result is. one of the mosi
insightful, lively, and well-writien
summaries since Roland Bainton's
two-volume work. Unencumbered
by footnotes, Johnson's. story swirls
out from beautifully-drawn episodes
and portraits; cach touched with
appropriaie irony.

Paul is scen at the Council of
Jerusalem, Constantine on his
deathbed, Charlemagne being
crowned, Ambrose as the very model
bishop-administrator, Erasmus
visiting the shrine of Becket

The latter chapters include
striking. treatments of Locke and
Pascal, Christlan missions in the Fas
East, the German confessing
church, and John XXIII.

As o Roman Catholic and an
Englishman, Johnson may be ex-
cused if his 500 pages do not allow
an extensive treatment of American
religious history. Bur this is not a
bias.

Indeed, all too many histories ol
Christianity are marred by biases—
apologetics or dogmatic hostility, if
not  to. Christianity itself, then to
some fendency within it

Johnson identifies Christiam: faith

with “the progressive revelation of

HL"‘He is Il.l'llfl"lld of facts and
, tragedy. Hiz k I!I'II‘I!ILI'I!.Ik

for exciting mldmi. S —
“The influence of Christianity can

" hardly be overestimated. One could

do worse than 1o review that history






































