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JOSEPHUS 

• Test corrupt and meaning obscure. I take it to mran 
that there was no other heir apparenL With the readi"I 

I&' I (for •· •> and other changH found in the .. inferior 
type of ••·• we might translate (with Weill) "But,!!~ 
there was . DO apparent motive why he should be &J11P1 

168 
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JOSEPHUS 

, , '8 8' , ' ~ •a ' ' , w,MJl'Tcu· XE'f'OTI EL§" E,aw <u ,1-'us ,ca, npor µ.ovov 
1 A }!~ I II \ \ \ I 247 TO TWV ~EWII )'EVO§" ayp,o,. ,ca, 1rEp1, µEv T0V'TWII 

, ..., I~ I , I .-.. Ct,\ •ap,71µ., vvv ypa.'f'Ew ov,c ayvoovvrwv -rwv £,A• 
\ , - •Q ~ ' ~ ' .,. ' ' l\7IVWV rr,s ,,-,,aos TO €LOOS. ws ovv E ,s TTJII yijv 
bJPa.A• njv 8-rJp,O'Tf'O</,ov J Tavra,s- O.ffEP,CJ.XETO ff}a, 

A f ..., ~ I I ,,L_ \ I ""' ' TW,, ffY"ETWV ..,,vaw Eff0.'f'E£S' O.VTOLS' ,ca, 1rpo-
\ , , -- ., '~ , ' '1101\f/J,0VOa,s x,,wµ.Evor. TOVTOV ovv OoEvaar T0V 
I '~ ' 8 ""' A '"" A '8 I .,. ' 248 Tpoffov. ova£ 1rpoµa ova, -rrap17v To,s- , ,0""1., ,ca., 

Q_ \ \ I "" ""' " I \ A t\ ~ O'UP,,-,W\WV QVTOLS" Kpa.TH "r[1 µaxr, ICQ&, TWII El\1TLOC.c.W, • .. , ' ' A' ' ',,I... " I CIS .,xov EffL TOUS' C.ytm'T&OVS', a'lla,pEI/TO.& Tar Tf 
1 \ t -. t , ,,L. , , ~l ffUl\f&S ClVTWV Eff71E' KaTaaTpE'Poµ.EV0S', ,ca, ,puV~ 
- \' -- A'B ' ' ' ' ""' 8 ' ffOI\US TWV , L0ffWV EffpG,TTETO. ICQ£ ffJ$' «I 

M .... , ' , ' A A' ' WV'1TJV Etnrpa.y,as yEvaaµ.E11ov TO TWV ,yv1TT&<.U8' , ... , ,, , , '8 OTpa.Ttvµ,a ffOVEU, 0VIC EICQJJ,IIEII, ws '11Ep, av pa.--~ ,,_ ' \ .... , , ' , ~ 'lloo&oµov ,ca, ffQVTfllOVS' avaaTaOEWS' TOV JCU'OUIIOI' 
149 Elva, -rois- Al8loy1&· rta, T'EAOS' avvEAa8Jvr,s di 

~ - o ' '' a !\. :fl ""' A '8 ' • .,.u.,-,av ,ro"'" ,-,aa&11Elo,11 ovaav TTJ> , 1.01uas-, 'P' • K QI M , t , ,~ \ .,J."' VOTEpov aµ.tJVaTJt I EpoTJII EffW110µ.aaEV aaEI\~.,,~ 
~I IA _\ I I \ - J ~\ &O&CIS 'TOUT'O lta.J\OVl,J,E""I~ » EffOl"OPICOVVTO. V aE 
3umroAu>pK1JTOII ar/,o8pa. TO xwplov TOV Tf EWJv 

.J t \ \ \ I ""' trfp&eXOll'TO> aVTF}V Ka., KVICI\0VP,EV0V 1T0'Taµwv 'Tf 
,!'\ \ 'A I ' 'A Q I ~ , ,,_ CIN\WII OTa1T0V ICQL aTal-'opa, ovaµ.axav TOLS-

, ~ Q, '·- , ' 16() 1rupwµ.Evo,s o,a,-,awE w To pEvµ.a, ffO&ovvrwv· TJ 
' I\ t ' .,. f - t A ' yap ffOl\,s fVTO§' ovaa w~ VTJO0S' OU(E,Ta, TUX0VS' 

t - A / \ \ I Tf G.'"71 KQ{JTEp0V 1TEpt71yp.EIIOU ,ca, fffJOS' µEV 
• I was tempted to read ir,r" iAa.t/>(4,oTlp)w11 .. by their 

nimbler adversaries": but no emendation is needed. Bochart. 
Hinozoieoft, i. 885 f. (1675). quotes an array of classical 
allusions to serpent-eating stags, who, according to one 
IChollast. derived. their very name l'Aa.tl)o, from the habit: ,r,.,,,u Ii -rapa ,-c) iAti• TAI 4(/H,r, olo•d iAfkf>lr ,.,, w• ! See 
Mair'• ~ian (L.C.L.), ad Cyn. ii. 2SS, Hal. ii. 289. 

• All t Artapanus tells us is that the war lasted ten 
yean and that on account of the size of bis army Moses 
i'71 
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JEWISH ANTIQUITIES, II. 260-256 

it bas the rivers, besides great dikes within the 
ramparts to protect . it from inundation when the 
force of the swollen stre~ms is unusually violent ; 
and it is these· which made the capture of the town 
50 difficult even to those who had crossed the rivers. 
Moses, then, was chafing at the inaction of his army, xoeea 
for the enemy \1fould not venture upon an engagement, u.~"i:iop­
when he met with the following adventure. Tharbis, ian prince-. 

the daughter of the king of the Ethiopians, watching 
Moses bringing his troops close beneath the ramparts 
and fighting valiantly, marvelled at the ingenuity of 
bis man<l!uvres and, understanding that it was to 
him that the Egyptians, who but now despaired of 
their independence, owed all their success, and 
through him that the Ethiopians, so boastful of their 
feats against them, were reduced to the last straits, 
fell madly in love with him ; and under the mastery 
of this passion she sent to him the most trusty of her 
menials to make him an ofFer of marriage. He 
accepted the proposal on condition that she would 
surrender the town, pledged himself by oath verily 
to take her to wife and, once master of the town, 
not to violate the pact, whereupon action outstripped 
parley. After chastisement of the Ethiopians, Moses 
rendered thanks to God, celebrated the nuptials, and 
led the Euptians back to their own land. 

(xi. 1) But the Egyptians, thus saved by Moses, r11,11,ot 

conceived from their very deliverance a hatred for :::nt:° 
him and thought good to pursue with greater ardour CJ. KL iL IL 

their plots upon his life, suspecting that he would 
take advantage of his success to re\·olutionize Egypt, 
and suggesting to the king that he should he put to 
death. He on his own part was harbouring thoughts 

1 ROE I rA.,,p.p.6pcr relL 
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RASHI (J .J ,. 

I a~ 
2. Father had lived celibate because of decree - a,111 n1arriage 01Qis.llP■t•tt1h1111._§~b~G • .__, 

became physically young again despite her l20 years. - uc •••• 1 i ± 

Aaron and Miriam older..- f'"'.,,.., L. 

At birth whole house filled with light . 

Born after 6 mo.nths of pregnancy. 

Pharoah's daughters hand increased in length to pick of basket/child. She 

saw child and Shekinah. 
,&.~--~ ,., 

Moses appointed to have charge over palace. 
,.. Fl.lo ,,.. :r- I. &t 

Hebrew being beaten was husband of ~st la .,._ Dibrcf (Lev. 24:11) ln-4 Egyptian 
I 

had forced himself on her by trick. 
"4,.,w,...t.~ 

"He turned this way and that and saw no man" - no righteous 9lll!IJIPl. of Egyptian -

Hrs w,..,L.J A-v&.. H .. ~~ • :s,,_., 
so right-a to sl~y him - killed man not with knife but with Holy Name. 

'1tt. 

Two Hebrews quarreling = Dathan and Abiram 

"And Moses was afraid" of Pharoah "and Pharoah heard" - Dathan and Abiran 

e: 
denounced Moses . Moses actually tried/convicted - but IJ couldn't do anything 

against Moses physically ( protected by God) 
p.~I\.~\ 

)~■• D p. cited always to show moral 

a) "Moses afraid" - perhaps quarreling Jews not ~rorthy of redemption, 

b) "nothing is known" - that Israel deserves current punishment, 

Jethro - prince of Midiam who had abandoned idol worship and been banished -

(\.OJ~ 
recognized Moses as descendent of Jacob because water in well ha J • 1 n miraculously. 

King of Egypt stricken with leprosy - as if dead - slaughtered Israelite children 

and bathed in their blood as cure. 
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~ Moses led sheep away from private property,4t"Who am I" - not attempt to 

cop out, but statement of humble man - even if I am worthy what makes Israel worthy 

of redemption? - Answer: a) I (God) will be with you; bJ I (God_ have great purpose for 

Israel, ~ey shall receive revelation. I promise you that after Exodus you ~rill receive 
'1r,v etl 

revelation upon this mountain. 'Jhoag+i Moses ~ow divine name should be /l.r:-A~ . Israel 

. kt1 ' w,~tJ 
will listen because Moses' words will conform to old tradition that deliverance~ be-eo 

A r 
announced. ,,. ,,,,.,,.,,..~ L't ._. 

4. Moses' statement "They ~rill not believe me" - slanderous of Israel (serpent = 

slander . Leprosy= punishment but God heals more than he inf~IJ..Persuasion of Moses 

took a week. Finally God lost patience. 
t , 

Trfes to exculpate Moses - all this reluctance due to concern for the feeling 

~ 

and precedence of his older brother. 

Moses spoke with difficulty - stammerer - Aaron to be spokesman. 

Moses had sworn to Jethro not to leave without his permission and after com-

missioning returned and secured it. 

A,S.! 
Went on !11111) Abraham to mount Moriah 

2) Messiah reveal himself in public (Zech# 9:9)1 

Angel attacks Moses because l) he had not circumcised son 

2) he had been remiss in th is 

Quotes text to exculpate Moses - had simply been in quandry - God said "go to Egypt 

immediately" - son just born - if operatio.n now - life will be endangered 
' ~ 

Problem - Moses had concerned himself first with Inn 

~~ ,_......t ' ~', ,. " ' _ ,_ ', .. ~ f ,.,. 

5. Elders fall back when Aaron-Moses go to Pharoah, 

ea son only Moses allowed up Mt. Sinai 

• ' , 
Tribe of Levi not forced to do spves work 



3 

Dathan and Abiran are those who complain Moses has succeeded only in making 

their work harder . 

6 . Moses sinned when he complained to GodL 5:20 f~that since he has been sent 

things have only gotten worse. Allowed to see Exodus but not enter into land. 6:2 God 

rebukes Moses for this complaint. 

7. Staff (not turned ~into magician's w~ !!!!. writing.i:, ill ";i, 

8. Early honor of Aaron, Rhetor helps in miracles - after last plague Pharoah 

searches for Aaron and Moses on foot throughout city, 

Moses 80 at Exodus. 

14. Before sea split Moses stood in ~ prayer - ~ \ c,~J ,. l pl 

15. After sea Moses by force of will forced -rl\"ti\.-,s on - they wanted to stay and 
,.,.. .... ,.,.. 

pl~nder. No notes on intercession and wood...,,ad used to .l t?\ f ..-. at ~ 

17. Another sin of Moses - that when they complained at )9~ for water Moses 

reported to God that they were ready to stone him. 

-----=::t:;:1 
Much talk of magic in all these #'s - when go to fight Amalek "Chose men who , !t.,,\,,,, 

~~ know how to cancel bad magic = sorcery" 

In battle of Amalek - Holding of sMi was to confuse astrologers who had calculated' 

propitious time for Amalek to ~attleU vv , ~-C--( 

18, Jethro became convert, 

.r~ ft <:. 
Jethro brought Zipporah and sons - whl~oses had sent back home ~ not to 

add to number of slaves, 

Moses honors father-in-law by bowing to him, 

19. Gives date and time of day for mo st events 

When Moses came down first time #19 from mountain went directly to people -

did not think first of his own needs. 
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Commandments l & 2 heard from God - 3-10 heard through Moses - During this 

God visited Moses by making His voice stronger. 

cL•,~ 
On mountain Moses closer than Aaron, Aaron than priests. 

1"kn .. 
Theophany - Moses steps 1M!at 3 divisions 

'l5ar~e~tlouds_>dark clouds (20 :17). 

21. As teacher Moses must not only repeat several times but explain the reason 

of each rule and its significance. 

zr, Before 10 C's - at this point Moses writes Genes is, fhronicles to Sinai, 

and early law into Book of Covenant 24:? 

All ; 613 C's written implicitly on tablets - Joshua goes as far as base of mountain -

pitches tent there and from there hears noise of celebration of Golden Calf . 
.::: 

25. Picture of revelation in Tent of Meeting 25:22 - Moses enters - voice issues 

from Parochet between Cherubin and WIiii heard by Moses in Tent. 

31. After Golden Calf Moses prayed 80 days for forgiveness 

date for everything - could write.~- by day t~ of Moses. 
to'-' Pa.1; ,o v 

- actual time of day, 

/\. Ct~ 
32. Delay coming down - on 40th day - adter 40th day - - Jewish day or day - Satan 

'1- . -
threw 40th day into confusion - darkened it - Satan showed them appearance of Moses 

being carried on bier - thought him dead. 

Aaron does not aquiesce but fights to delay - magician made molten gold into 

Golden Calf 

l) had a supernatural name 

2) had plate on which Moses had written "come up ox" - referring to Jacob's 

coffin sunk in Nile (32 :4) 

He cast plate into fire and ox came out, Aaron realized he was bested by Satan. 
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God angry - at Moses - "go down" from your high position - I gave you authority 

~""\ (\ 
only for their sake - Heavenly c! LJlt excommunicates Moses - sin "thy people" - not all 

have s inned
11

~ lhe mixed multitude you accepted as converts without consulting Me 7 ~ 

they are corrupt and have corrupted others 32:6. 

Moses prays - not on basis of his skill as intercessor oil" his merit - but with plea 

'-' to Zech,t Avot. 

Broke tablets because• Israel apostates - cannot give them Torah. 

Drink of ground calf like test of faithless wife - ordeal. 

Prayer "blot me out" - not "kill me" but erase me from your Torah "that people 

should not say abo~me that ~was unworthy to pray effectively for the people" 32:32 
~1 '9?AY 

33. Moses takes tent and pitches it outside camp (not as typical holy man) but 

because he had been excommunicated - tent becomes a meeting place for those who accept 

instruction of God - those who called on scholar - as if call on God - stood up after him 

in respect - saying "happy the man who is sure Shekinah will enter door of his tent after 

him" 

Prostrated themselves - not to Moses, but to Shekinah. 

Timing 33 :11 

lead people but God. 
' ~ 

E.nd of direct revelation to gentiles - Balaam hears God's message through~edi'kn. 

Certain propitious hours for prayer -

If Zechut Avot exhausted - God tells Moses form of prayer which has power to be 

effective. "reason for hope" - dress- in tall it - chant 13 Middot . 

....... ~J ,,.._. 
~3 Middot invoked in time of need will 1110:u Ju a I 2effective. 

Evil spirits have power to wound 33:22 
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34. Moses became rich from quarry of sapphire from which tablets hewn. - 0~ 
'-'.L ~ G"IN ""&o~ 
Adonai-Adonai of Middot appeal to attribute of mercy, 

Second tablets brought down on Y, K. 

Skin of face radiant - beams of light from a point look like horns - rays began when 

God put hand over face when Glory passed behind. 

Veil put on when not speaking with God~ teaching God's word to Israel. 

39. Moses alone had strength to erect tabernacle - after parts made 39 :33 In fact 

--tabernacle erected itself - only seemed as if Moses built it . 

• 



Rashi - Numbers 

7:1 Moses checked Bezallel work against shape of vessels seen 

on Mount Sinai. 

7:l Moses put up and took down Tent of Meeting each of 7 days of 

dedication - on 7th day he left it up. 

9:¥ Moses heard festival laws at Sinai, but taught laws of each festival 

on each festival. 

10 :2 Tribes moved at 1) command of God, 2) word of Moses, 3) trumpet 

call. 

--12 Cushite woman Zipporah. Moses had separated (divorced) from her 
f l'r:, t ,.... 

0 ~wt\. , ' 
because of role as prophet. Cushite signals her beauty, Miriam and Aaron spoke in 

her behalf because of her beauty and conduct, God spoke ,!_udde.nly to Moses, Aaron 

and Miriam-= unexpectedly - to tell them that Moses had been correct to divorce her 

since he was in constant state of prophecy. Needed always to be purified, Indeed, 

God had told Moses to divorce Zepporah (12:6). 

Moses was to be feared in his own right, doubly so as servant of God, 

Moses prayed short petition for Miriam that no one should say: he 

prays longer for his sister than for the whole people. 

1 
13, Spies - the ve■ f request to spy out land not necessary for God 

had promised it .,_Moses is made to send men on his own authority. 13:l. Though • 

God assents - not for benefit of information, but to teach Israel a lesson, 

Caleb alone went to Hebron to pray at Machpelah for strength not to 

give in to other spies' fears, 

Spies went and came back ,,,ith evil plan - spoke half truth - good land -

then fears and dangers. 
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14. All Israel respondsdaiJby asking for king .,r bJ asking for idol,---• 

Joshua - "fear not the people - their defense is gone. 

" 
Job, the 

righteous ene, p1 e em. 

God angry that despite all the signs the people did not believe that God 

could accomplish conquest. 

.. 

Quotes mi,l, from San. 111 a. 
• 

l P('("'/ 

Moses in Heaven to receive !A1 d - God writing "The Lord LS 

long suffering" 
Moses: "Surely only to righteous. " 
God: "Also to wicked. " 
Moses: "Let them perish. " 
God: "You will need th is promise. " 

At Golden Calf Moses appealed to God's attribute of long· suffering. 

10 trials (14:22) 

Death in wilderness - none younger than 60. - N 

\ 
16. Korab - cites appreciativelyrt\l.id , Tanchuma. 

~ 

K's anger over Aaron's appointment to priesthood. 

K's anger over selection of notables. 

K's rebellion 4th - in all of which Moses interceded. 

1) Golden Calf. 

2).1in - food 

3) spies 

4) Korab· - (wondered 4th time if he (Moses) could still intercede with 

then only I man can be H. P. 

K thought he would escape - since he had seen prophetically that Samuel 

K spent night looking for support against Moses' arrogance of power. 
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17, Moses, when he was in heave.n, was taught by Angel of Death 

that incense checks the plague, 

20, Miriam, Aaron and Moses all died by kiss of God, 

Male chauvinism: It would have been unseemly for God to actually 

command Miriam's death (20:l). Miriam's merit kept "well" there - when she died 

need water, 

Rock hit 2 times - first time only brought out trickle - why? God had said 

only "speak to rock, " This sin for which Aaron and Moses denied entrance - doubts 

expressed g,_ublically, Failed to hallow God I s name, 

20 :16 Death bed scene of Aaron - quietly - at Moses I guidance - Moses 

longed for similar death, 

People could .not believe Aaron dead. They had seen him stand up to 

Angel of Death during plague - so shown vis ion of his vier. 

2L When Caa.nite hears Aaron dead - feels he can now attack, People 

put out that they have to turn back - event of serpent - Moses again intercedes, 

21:18 - "Lawgiver" old song oft , IN /1 ~ 
22, Balaam 

25, Shittim - Midia ite woman, problem of Zipporah raised ?!}. silenced 

by Eleazar spear, 

27. Moses time to die - wants to be sure his offense stated (Meribah) - so 

no one believed he would die for sin of spies - Moses asks for replacement - good example, 

31:21 Moses smote rock in !.,ngei:_, 



Deut. 

j-"' t 
Moses reprove! Deut - reproof for All in wilderness - shortly before death, died 

~ ,,,. ,,. .t " 

7 /12/120 - of:!Jf after conquest of Qt proof of M's power to get them to land. 

0'3'- last of Rephidim - giants 

Explained Torah law in 70 languages. 

~ ,I 

Moses agent of greatness (Exodus-Sea-□ de ) but leader must prevent 

his people from sinning l:9. 

Israelites difficult lot - given to law suits - whatever Moses did asked why 

he did the reverse. 

r-t---o ~ \. ( A. I/ 
MJIR. .. • of pride - bring me difficult cases - did, daughters of Zelophehad - and 

could not solve it l:17. 

(2:29)Moses treading on neck of guardian angel of Amorites who has been cast 

down from Heaven. 

3. At Mr,ribah people provoked God - and~ did evil to Moses on their account, 

People luckier than Moses - he sinned - prayed for forgiveness - no chance --
N~ A 

can't enter land - they can he forgiven and enter M:. 
~ ~ 

M • r ""c.,.. y , \ 
10. After 40 days God forgave - "Hew tablets; 40 more days until God forgives 

J. ,,..... 

Moses and people, ---, 

40 days - Moses prays, God angry 

40 days - Moses receives LA-\#\/ - God's good will. 

27. On day of death Moses assembled all Isreal to initiate them into a covenant -

in order of rank 

,j \ rd~ 
31. 120 full years - dies same day as birt,\.7 AdaJJ, Had not ~,eakened, 

~ 

but didn't 

take active leadership because power being transferred to Joshua, 

32. Heaven and earth witnesses to acceptance by people of covenant - so they 

can't deny it - r '- reproof, exhortation - ending in promise. 
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* On last day Moses appoints Meturgeman for Joshua so he can fail!d halacha 

lf IV"~ ~ 

in public before his master - none say too ~, d to raise voice while master still around. 

32:24 People say: If ~re notice Moses about to ascend mountain to die - we will 

not let go of the man who brought us out of Egypt, divided the sea, , , So God takes him up. 

I\ f\ fV> ,- l 

At Aaron's death, Moses had presided - taken off clothes - one by one and put 
~ 

them on Eliezer - told Aaron to ascend bier .. fold hands - at end Moses said "happy 

is the man who will die a death like this. " 

Sin - sin of smiting rock, 

33. First Moses praises God, then mentions Israel's merit - "this 1s by way of 

intercession, " 

I 
34. Moses climbed foothills in one step. Saw land in ...,.,.t"'_z 1ty and oppressor"-

~ ~l 
from "and Moses died ther)"" Joshua wrote• God buried Moses/ grave ready since 6 days 

of creation. 

Grave created between the tw-ilights, decomposition did not set in - "Eye did 

not d~' even in death, 
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Nachmanides on Moshe Rabbenu 

Decree to drown Hebrew children lasted only short time - Aaron 3 years 

f
c 

older than Moses - after birth decree revoked - astrologers tell king that the feared 

f:/ enemy has been cast into the water . ., 
~ v~ • 
~ ~ First marriage of Amram and Johebed - gave birth to Aaron and Miriam before ,... 
~ ~ 

'.k 
(, 

~' -t:. 
b 

decree to kill sons . 

Mother taken by child's special quality. She devises ark (not Miriam) - also 

Miriam had prophesied "mother will bear a son who will deliver Israel. 11 

Moses cries in crib and Pharoah's daughter takes pity, nursed brief period -

then youth in palace - growth fast til 12 - then first day out knows he is Jew - sees 

taskmaster and kills him "5,ith The Name , .. 
Flees at about 12 and certainly before 20 - fugitive 60 years - returns to 

Egypt at 80, only comes to Midian towards end of period of . Marriage to 

Zipporah late - only eldest son born in Midian.~y 12? - to show he immediately 

took action. 

Burning Bush - startled so at first sees only angel When he 
I ' 

"sees" - then 

recognizes Divine Presence - the Glory . But at Burning Bush Moses has not yet 

reached highest degree of prophecy (hidden face) - but does later during commission 3:13. 
L~' 
~ ~ . ~ 

1, Request for name - El Shaddfll has power = but the Name .. promise of revelation 
; -r. ,l ~ . l -

.f Jthrough Name world created and all new things performed . Name =' attribute of mercy 

~ " 
within attribute of justice" - don't deserve Exodus but your cry has renewed me. 

Promise Israel will listen - based on Paked Pak6deto formula - Moses using 

it Israelites will recognize the promised agent of deliverance - expl~ins why left at 
' f 

12 - so none could say he learned at home - not from God - this formula . 
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Moses spoke improperly when he doubted God's promise that Israelites 

would believe him - given signs - but would have been no need for signs - Why would 

Israel not believe - because Pharoah would not be then raises doubts of 

Moses' power. 

Nach. troubled by actual change of staff into snake, It would have been enough 

for God to tell Moses of staff's powers, 

a) Sign to Moses that he had slandered Israelites by doubting 

their faith in him, 

b) Second 
l Le r ~ y) k-='- • t 1 
sign a..e punishment of Moses - and to impress him on 

' "' power of Name 

"" 
God sat with Moses for Seven days to persuade him to undertake mission - Hint Moses 

was sent against his will (4:10). 

Moses should have prayed God to remove spee-' ~••o instead used defect 

\ 
as argument against going - Because of this God did not cure him - instead, said I will 

d 1 . hi put wor s correct y 1n your mout . 

Other exp = did not want to C A. evidence of(Qal infant Moses had put in mouth 

when he had been challenged by sorcerers after as baby he had put crown on his head, 

But Nach, comes out finally that reason for Moses' obstinacy was "his 

great weakness. " 

Rod has performed one sign and will perform others, 

After Sinai Moses returned to Midian to get father- in-law's permission for 

trip - Intention to go alone and disguised - God speaks to him in Midian, Go - have 

no fea{4:19} so goes openly, takes family, proof of faith in God's power. Wife becomes 

pregnant with second son on way. 

lbn Ezra' wife and children go only as far as place of circumcision - but 

' 
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Nach. believes they went on with him, 

Takes rod in hand - reminded of miracles made possible by rod (4:21) - rod 

had written on it prophecy of all the miracles which would be performed through it. 

On meeting Aaron reveals The Name to him, 

5) Pharoah knew of God, but not The Name - after abortive permission for pil-

grimmage, Pharoah increased levies - Levites excused from work - explains how Aaron 

and Moses could come and go = freedom from taxes of scholar class , 

Problem of Moses' complaint to God when work load double 5 :22) - How could 

he complain since God had told him Pharoah would not let people go - thought God had 

spoken only of delay. 

Doubled burdens lasted many days = Moses returned to Midian for 6 months -

took wife back - another command from God - "Go, return 11 
( 4:19) , 

6) God speaks harshly to Moses - because of Moses I criticism God tells Moses 

to trust in His providence - He is "faithful to recompense" - proof? Relationship with 
" I\' .. • 

patriarchs - How? By Nam j El Shaddai - miracles without change in natural order 

Ex food during famine . 

\I Reward and punishment and always miracles -

l . 
Since deeds on the Lr own have no natural 

? 
cosmic consequences . 

YHUH Miracles which involve something new in 

1 
nature - example gift of Torah, 

Moses failed in this respect - He knew Name , yet , failed to assure Israel about deliver­

ance /miracles that await, 

) 
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Nations of Israelites fail to respond confidently (6:9) because of "impatience 

of spirit" fear of harder work and death. 

Moses takes blame (6:12) Israel does not listen because Moses was poor 

orator "uncircumcised. Lips unable to frame "words of cheer and comfort. " - as­

sumption of speech impediment again -fle!t~is is first time Moses is told to speak to 

Pharoah - Moses hears God's words - repeats them quietly to Aaron who says them 

out loud to Pharoah 



10. Moses never appeared ~efore Pharoah except accompanied by Aaron 

as interpreter (Ibn Ezra). 

Each time Moses appeared before Pharoah he warned him and left, hoping 

he would accept counsel of repentance. 

Moses during plague had high status in Pharoah's eyes, 

ll. Shekinah actually entered palace of Pharoah though full of idols to 

tell him about final plague, 

Moses tells Pharoah - on midnight I will go out = I Nisan. 

12, Moses put on cleft of rock to protect him from seraphim and heavenly 

agencies who go before God like guards of king people who beat people back so that they 

do not meet or see him. 

After last plague Pharoah looks all over city for Moses, finds him. Mes­

sengers sent to Goshen with permission to leave - assemble at Raamses and leave with 

Moses at head in daylight. 

14, When Egyptians pursue variable reactions among disparate groups 

of Jews: 

a) Cries to God for help 

b} Denied His prophet 

Moses praying to God - at loss to know what to do, 

15. First men sing, then women. 

At Marah the trial was to tell Israel they would get future laws, There 

Moses taught them the "customs of civilized society" (ex rights to pasture cattle in forest). 

God showed Moses a tree and told him that its natural property was to 

make bitter waters sweet. 

16. Manno. part of statement that God, not Aaron and Moses brought 

Israel out of Egypt. 

Manna of heavenly origin; quail blown in by the winds, so manna real, 
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Almost always couple Aaron and Moses 

Massah {Ex,) and Meribah {Num,) separate incidents, 

17. Rod - {Aaron struck river-blood) one place rod turns river to blood -

later rod brings water from flinty rock - highlights power. 

Pray while Joshua fights Amalek - model of intercession - power of prayer 

rather than po~rer of rod which he held in his hand. Pray on top of hill "so that he could 

train his sight on Israel and bring them blessing" - seeing him praying they would be 

encouraged (17:9) - rod used only at beginning to bring down plagues - at prayer "Moses 

held nothing in his hands. 11 

Kab - Ten fingers raised = appeal to ten emanations - to cleave to God 

through them. 

18. At home Jethro heard of Exodus. Came before Sinai - met at Sinai -

Jethro came to know The Name - after first year returned home - perhaps to convert 

family - then returned again. 

18:1 Moses protected by God so he could visit Pharoah at will and given 

power to force exodus - ,e.ower in God not inhere.nt in Moses. 

Earlier name elohim - YH,VH new name through which exodus miracles 

performed. Zipporah had been sent home from Egypt and now Jethro brought her back, 

Moses = 'king I over Israel. 

Moses literate - Jethro sends written statement of coming, 

Importance of miracle of Moses being able to appear before Pharoah at 

will. 

Jethro converted. 

People appeared before Moses - not simply to seek justice but to ask him 

to pray for sick. a) ask him whereabouts of lost articles; b) to dispense justice; c) to 

teach law, 
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Jethro - do what I suggest and limit yourself to be intercessor for people . 

"Sit in Tent of Meeting ready to inquire of God" and to teach Torah = but don't get in-

volved in administration of laws. 

19. Moses goes up towards the Glory of God (Kavod) from which God 

speaks. 

Moses asks peoples assent and takes "Yes" to covenant back to God. 

Moses climbed mt. every time God spoke with him. Israel hears sound, 

but does not understand. Moses stands on mt. and uses it as pulpit from which to address 

people (24:3). 

24. God's name descends on mountain and from fire speaks with Moses. 

32. People request many gods - since we do not know what happened to 

Moses we need many gods. 

Israelites knew Moses not God - nothing achieved through his power 
Pt ~ l & ,,. "' 't /J . I 

alone - Aaron's purpose to provide symbol which w ould guide tribes to right men - not 
t\_.o?')~"° 

"\ 

God ( cf. insert). 

Gold = attribute of justice - Israel did not worship Golden Calf - but in 

dwelling - symbolized power - Israel knew The Name (GodJ brought them out of Egypt. 

Aaron built altar - to prevent people from building altar to false God - the 

exhonoration of Aaron. 

Sins of people: 

a) open dis regard of law 

1 l 

(.,,.C>/ t"V r '/ 
b) dealt ceml¥l11n i.i:y 

N r::"\ tr ) > .S f I d 'llvlf O 
1 

_s ( t f!~ . tJ '-' ' ,-

Ag a in emphasis that Moses only agent-prophet-teacher 32:7 
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Moses intercedes# 0: Why _did he not begin with confess ion - Vt,hy go 
I' 

right to plea? -t¾? ' v •---~•-J- • 

.-'? ( 

a) on mt. 

to appeal directly for attribute of mercy - reaPv ♦ 1 pra:yers . 

q l J 

2) on going down - for 40 days 

Moses "is the Father of Wisdom" - and thus understood import of music 

he was hearing. 

Aaron I s guilt ( 32 :21) - he had been repr-oveh\- why did you hate people so 

as to almost bring them to annihilation - "You acted as enemy to them - when your role 

has been reprove( aJ one who atones for - - Aaron replied that he had been deceived: 
~ 

"People wanted guide - until my Lord returns - I took 

gold - cast it in fire - It came out Calf (not intended) 

Proof their intention evil - proposed to worship it but in 

fact Moses knew that people had broken free of restraint, "Let loose" and become "like 

sheep scattered over the mountainsides" without counselor or /uide (33:25) 

I~eortance of leader 

Moses concerned innocent would be damned with guilty - so he calls 

innocent to him and purges guilty (so sin of wilderness not Calf but spies)# 

~ r, r 
No court cases - because too many,funergency legislation, 

h 

Moses' plea - not keep my name out of book but if you will not spare Israel -

blot me out in their place, 

Plague - why - problem 

2 punishments: 1) Kavod would not dwell among them, 

2) Angel would go before them until land·but God did not 

promise Angel to help them o~ce in land, 
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33. Moses pitching tent outside camp -

¼sag - Moses did not know how long - before God makes up mind -

so Moses sits and waits. For revelation which had to come outside main camp. 

hr ill iance. 

~~~ 

Moses exalted by knowledge of dame 

Gave Moses highest degree of prophecy. 

asks to see "How God will govern word" (presence) (33:14). 

You ~rill see My Goodness; but not My Presence. 

Moses to write and read from a Book of the covenant. 

Beams of light streaming from face, Put veil on face to cover this 
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Nachman ides 

Deut. 

.. .... Proo/= Deut = a review of law spoken by Moses just before people 

enter land - for people not priest/J:Levites - no law of priests. AU laws had been given 

in first year - why "new" laws - a) because not common occurances, b) applicable 

only in land. 

Begins with reproof - for their uplift and to remind Israel that since 

everyone sins the promise of mercy is always held out. 

#1:12 Moses told Jethro he performed 1'fv'\s , for Israel. 

l) to teach meaning and interpretation of law of God . . 

2) To pray on their behalf. 

3) To judge their cases. 

Jethro to Moses - continue l & 2, but turn over 3) to assistants. 

1:37 People not to enter land because of si_n of believing spies and 
6 \ 

fearing to go there. Moses (and Aaron) for hitting rock twice. Sin not so much formal 

Ac:....l' 
A / 

hitting rock but what• said to people about leader's obedience to God. 
/ 

3:23 Moses' 2 prayers for himself. 

l) appoint successor - successful 

2) Let me in land - unsuccessful 

fl " 1 5:5 God spoke 14; f?J Ex. 20:2-3 - all else spoken to Moses who repeats, 

Kah - Moses hears on one level - people heard on another - Moses' rod 

had full power. 

5:24 Quotes Mid. (Men, Z9b) - Akiba knows secrets of Tagim - yet 

tortured and martyred - where is reward? Nach. "transmigration of souls". 
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9:6 People's sins not forgiven l))Spies lack of faith; 2)Meribah, tested 

God after proof; 3) Taberah - again tested God. 

9:15 At Golden Calf: before Moses came down he prayed for people and 

God repent'ed. Then he came down and burned calf. ""f'1" r "'-1 r1 '-'•,.," 

Other problems Golden Calf caused Moses = sins of people towards Moses. 

1) Breaking of tablets, an act which endangered himself. 
p. ( •. . 

2) To P••Y 40 days and 40 nights, prostate - again endangered life. 

3) To intercede for Aaron. 

10:l First tablets written by God - second tablets written by Moses. 

10:8 Moses prays 40 days and God reconciled to Israel. 

Moses told to build tabernacle - then God re cone iled to Aaron. 

31:2 Moses' strength not abated; but his mission over. Do not be afraid 

that I am not Vtrith you - God will be with you. (Note - n o Joshua here - Joshua's role 

different in kind "Joshua was not of that exalted state in - prophecy and forbidden 

to e.nter Tent, " 31:15. 

31:19 Moses wrote "song" while Joshua by it spreading it "God wanted 

to make Joshua his prophet during Moses' lifetime - "Song"= Israel will use it 

liturgically. 

r, 'Y"" t'~ ' i"\\f' ~ •, 
32:40 Song - does not include "condition of repentance" - evils will come 

;-.... 

and you will endure and be punished "but God will not destroy our _!Ile0;.2ry" - Song = 

promise of future redemption. 

33 Ish ha-elohim = Moses' blessing will be fulfilled because he is man -------
of God = not di vine man. 

Glory of God (Shekina) - placed on Israel at Sinai - then remain in Tent 

of Meeting . 
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33:5 "And there was a king in Jeshurun" - quotes song against that 

Moses=king - not to be taken literally - simply to indicate Moses "great and trustworthy. 11 

Blessing of tribes by Moses dictated by Ruach ha-kadesh, 

34, God sho~red Moses all the land miraculously - so that Moses could re-

joice in the sight. 

Moses could cleave to God whenever the spirit came upon him (Kah,) 

No other prophet as many signs - or prophecy as long, 

Moses did not perform miracles, he merely arranged that they be 

dis played by God, 
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