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Dr. Solomon Zeitlin,

The Jewish Quarterly Review,
Broad and York Streets,
Philadelphia 32, Pennsylvania

LEIDEN, September 10, 19 63

Deayr Dr., Zeltlin,

Thank you very much for your kind letter of September 1,
asking whather we would be interested to publish Rabbi Daniel Silver's
book MATMONIDEAN CRITICISM AND THE MAIMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY 1180=1240.

In principle we are certainly interested in the publication
of this book, and I would kindly ask you to send me the manuscript as
soon aa it is ready.

It is good to know that the Temple is willing to underwrite

the expense of this publication, and on receipt of the manuscript 1
shall let you know as guickly as possible if we can publish it, and on
what conditions.

We have received all the material for the October issue,
which is now in the composition department and the July-issue will be
shipped, I hope, in the course of this week.

With beset wishes, Yours sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkeri]

Voorheen E,J, ¥rill Leiden
Fe. wnretee b

F.Co Wiede¥ Jr, Director




m




Dr. Solomon Zaitlim

Drake Hotal

15th 4t Spruce Strest
Philadelphia, Panneylvania

Dear Dr. Zeltlin:

Now that the holidays are over 'L'1l have a chance
to get downm and chip the mamuscript into shape. 1

wonder if you would returm it to me with any commants
that you wish to maka.

Again, I am deeply grataful for your advice and help.
With all good wishes,

Cordially yours,

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER




o

Mr. F. C. Wedar Jr., Iirector
E.V. Boakhandsl & Drukikesi)
Voorheen E.J. Brill
ILaddan, The Netherlsnds

Dear Nr. Wieder:

Iﬁﬂhﬂhﬂﬂlﬂ.“lﬂlﬁﬂl

am most eager to wvork out with you any and all
details.

mm.
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LEIDEN, February 12, _19.64

Dr. Solomon Zeitlin,

The Jewish Quarterly Review,
Broad and York Streets,
Philadelphis 32, Pennsylvania

LB b L__b__Jl_ & -1 L __l__1 _L__R L Rk _3__2 L L L & g _J 2 o _J__2 |

Dear Dr. Zeitlin,

Thank you for sending me the manuscript of Dr.
S5ilver's book.

We have considered it for publication, and 1 am
glad to inform you that we shall gladly sccept it as one of
our publications.

I understand from one of your earlier letters, that
the TEMFLE is going to subsidize this publication. We are now
making a caleulation of the manuseript, and as scon as we know
what the costs are, I will write you again,

With kind regards, 1 am, Yours sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkerii
Voorheen E.Jd. Brill Leiden

F;E;utffszisl}

F.C. Wieder Jr, Mrector




"1 F, C. WHledexr ;1'1‘. m
N.V. Boekhandel &

Voorheen E.J. Brill

Ladden, The HNetherlands

Dear Mr. Wieder:
On Jeousry 17, lﬁb l:n-.i'.m wmmu B:I.:I.nr'-

I-mlltntlthlrit:m:m. 'Ihnll
you please leot me know?

Cardially yours,
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Mra, M.L. Goldstein,

Secretary to Rabbi Silver,

The Temple,

University Circle at Silver Park,
Cleveland,OHIO

LEIDEN, February 18, 19 64

Dear Mrs. Goldatein,

In ra?lf to your letter of February 12, I beg to inform you that
Rabbi Silver's manuseript MATMONIDEAN CRITICSM AND THE MATMONIDEAN CONTRO-
VERSY, 1180-1240, has safely arrived.

1l acknowledge the receipt of the manusceript of Dr. Zeitlin, who
corresponded about its publication and I regret that I forgot to acknowledge
receipt to you as well.

Yours sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkeri]
YVoorheen E.dJ. Brill Leiden

. #
R wneden |
F.C, Wieder Jr, Director
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DIRECTIE  PCOW/VUP 32459 LEIDEN, February 26, 19 64

Mr. Daniel Jeremy Silver,
The Tumg;a, University Oircle at

Silver =
Glﬂvﬁland GHIG 44106

Dear My, Silver,

I have now been able to consider your manuscript MATMONIDEAN
CRITICISM AND THE MAIMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY, 1180-1240 for publication,
and I am glad to inform you, that in pr_ncipla we accept it for publi-
cation,

We hawve caloulated the publication costs and in view of the fact
that this book will have a limited distribution, we would be very grate-
ful if you could supply a subsidy towards this publication.

We have calculated that this subsidy should have to be £1.5.000,-=
(at the present rate of exchange $1.400, --}. 1 ghall be very glad to hear
from you, whether you can accept this cnndit¢un for publication.

I am sorry to read in your letter of January 17, that your TFather
ied during the preparation of your manuseript. 1 was very sorry to hear
this and wish to express you my eympathy. It is a pity that your Father
could not live to see your book publighed. Yours sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkeri]
Yoorheen E.J. Brill ILelden

E;::.pffEE:EEj;Jb
F.,C. Wieder Jr, Director




1 sm in recedpt of your kKind lestter of February
subsidy of $1400.00

of my book, "Maimonidsan Criticism and

versy.' When will you want this money?

some publication contract?

1l am concernad with a fev tachnieal 1tems:

2) Mast permission be gotten from the few modern volumes quoted?
Ir po, would you 40 this as & matter of course or should It Ir
I sm responaible, what foom should I use?

3) I should like to include a forward by Dr. Zeitlin and have







Dr. Solomon Zaitlin

Draks Hotal

15th & Spruce Street
Padladelphia 3, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Zeitlin:

I have received a letter from Brill indicating thelr
villingnesa to publish my bock. I am dalightad. The
publishing subsidy that they mention is well within
Une and I have vritten them sgreeing to these terms.
I also indicated to them my hope that you would write
s forvard to this volume. It would add to its merit
and it would be deeply appreciated. I am also apprec-
istive of your willingness to look over the galleys
vhen, several months from pow, they are available.

Hoping that this finds you in good health, I remain
As always,
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My, iel Jeremy Silver,

The “emple, Univeraity Circle
at Silver Park,

Cleveland, Ohio 44106

I T e T e S ey " S _—

LEIDEN, Msrch 5, 19 _64

Dear Mr, Silver,

Thank you very much for your kind letter of Pebruary 28, giving me
your agreement with the payment of a subsidy of ¥1.400,~- towards the
publication of your book MONIDEAN CRITIGISM AND THE MAIMONIDEAN
CONTROVERSY. I want this money only, when the book is ready. We shall
prepare a publication contract and send you a draft in the near future.

Your technical questions can be answered as follows:
1.Legally the copyright of the book remains with you, but we print on the
back of the title @, like we do on each of our publications, that the
cop ght is reserve our name. This is sufficient to cover the copy-
right in your country, which does not belong to the Bern Convention of
Copyright which gives protection of copyright in our country, and all the
other countries of Europe.

2, I think it is correct to ask permission for any gquotations Irom modern
volumes of which the copyright is not yet free. It is best that you request
for these permissiona, stating that you want to quote from the relative
books in your own publication. You might add, that your book is a scienti-
fic study, so as to avoid that :n{ charges will be asked for. Usually when
we get such requests from our publications, we give the permission automa-
tically,and I think most publishera are doing so.

3. I shall be very happy to have a forward by Dr. Zeitlin, and include it
in the book.

4, We are send a galleyproof first, and after you have sent them back,
we send a revised page proof. The galleyproof ie already in page form, and
an index may be prepared from this,

5. We will send you & specimen page before we start with the actual printing.
We would like to use our normal standard paper, which is of the best availa-
ble quality and which we use for all our publications. We want to give the
book a cloth binding, and if you have any preference for colour, I should be
Elﬂd to know that.

Thank you for sending me a copy of the Festschrift In the Time of Harveat
in honour of your Father. I shall be glad to read it. Yours sincerely,

H.V. Boekhandel & Drukkeri]
?bnr%gyn B.d, Brill Leiden
"

_r—’_p
F.C, Wieder Jr, Director
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Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver,

ihe Temple, University Circle
at Silver Park,

Clevaland, Ghiﬂ 44106

O B Sk R R i i S e e e e e e e e e

LEIDEN, . April 8, . . 19.64

Dear Dr. Silver,

1 beg to send you in the enclosure a specimen page for the
printing of your book MAITMONIDEAN CRITICISM AND THE MAIMONIDEAN
CONTROVERSY, Will you kindly let me know whether you can approve
this specimen page so that we may be able to start with the compo-
gition, as soon as we have the opportunity to do so.

1 have seen the _Copy of the book IN THE TIME OF HARVEST
which you were so kind to BE“& me, and 1 thank au ver maich for
doing so. I think the bﬂﬂﬂ is beauntiful ranruducﬂd I expact
to spend many pleasant evenings in reading it.

Ehanking you in advance for your Jjudgement of the specimen
page, I am, Yours sincerely,

N.V, Boekhandel & Drukkeri]
Voorheen E.J. Brill Leiden

F?}:.uw**;****u}?
P.C, Wieder Jr, Director




LEJ

April 13, 1964

Mr. F: C.s Wiader Jl-'i. Il rector

W RTIY .

DANTEL JEREMY SILVER
DIB:1g
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TELEFOONNUMMER (01710) 204 25 LEIDEN POSTREKENING 13921
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Dr. “aniel ﬂnramy Silver,

The Temple,

University Circle at Silver TFark,
Cleveland, Chio 44106

T i D O - S i W o o M o

Dear Dr. Silver,

We duly received your letter of April 13, about the specimen page
for your book, and I sincerely regret that it is only now that I am
able to send you another specimen page, which has been prepared in
accordance with the format of Thompson,"Penitence and Sacrifice in
Early Israel Outside the Levitical Law".

I hope this specimen page meets with your approval, and on receipt

gf ]‘ihiﬂ we hope to start at an early date with the composition of your
Gﬂ [l

Thanking you for your kind cooperation, I am, Yours sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkerij
VYoorheen E.d. Brill Leiden

1:_{:_ Mi}
F.C. Wieder Jr, Director




2 CHANGING TIMES AND CHANGING TENSIONS

The existence and vigor of a sanctified oral law became a concern
to the Church on many counts; first and foremost as a text of blas-
phemy, especially against the persons of Jesus and Mary: secondly
as a tradition of folly heterodoxy; and thirdly as a sanction for
Jewish perfidy and dishonesty ; and lastly—because of its veneration
as a second law and and revealed authority—" Assurunt Iudei legem
quem talmut dicitur Dominum edidesse.” !

Later in the Middle Ages, during the investiture procession of a
new pope, the Jews of Rome were ordered to come forward with
tokens of fealty, bearing aloft their Torah scrolls. A strange cere-
mony ensued. The pope received the mandated homage and in turn
paid homage to the Torah with this set formula:

The Holy Law, you Hebrew men, we praise and venerate,
for through Moses' hands almighty God gave it to your fathers.
But ﬁr observance and unavailing interpretation of the Law
we n and reject (Observantiam vero vestram et vanam
légis interpretationem damnamus et improbamus . . ).#

The Church had come up against the age old piety of a Sinaitically
revealed Oral Law. The underlying assumptions of Hebraic juris-
prudence included the conceit that ordained scholars merely deve-
loped, and revealed where necessary, a supplementary oral tradition
which had been given verbally to Moses at Sinai. The rabbis avoided
in this way two categories of law—one revealed and divinely man-
dated, the other reasoned and manufactured. The existence of a
second revealed interpretation challenged the Church's own second
revelation. Many churchmen did not comprehend fully this tradition
and to some the existence of a revelation consequent on the Gospel
covenant must have seemed subversive and heretical. This would
seem to be indicated in the terms Gregory IX chose in response to
Donin’s charges: "Ipsi enim cisut accepimus, lege veteri, preter-
mittentes eadem, affirmant legem aliam, que talmut, id est doctrina,
dicitur, dominum edidesse ac verbo Moysi traditam . . ."" * Further,
much of the conversionist energy of the preaching friars was frustra-
ted by this second law. Where it had been believed sufficient to point
out the true interpretation of a shared Scripture, now the far more
difficult task of opposing a vast body of later revelation had to be
faced. The Jews simply had not waited patiently over the long

! Loeb, "La Controverse...." RE], 1l (1881), 253.

1 A Patrire (ed., Casremoniale Romawum 1.2.21,
¥ Grayzel, No. 9b.



CHANGING TIMES AND CHANGING TENSIONS 3

centuries during which the Church assumed that their faith con-
sisted largely of reading over a Bible they were unable to com-
preheno, The Oral Law consecrated rabbinic exegesis. This vast
body of erudition had now to be confronted and studied and, as
any rabbinic student might have told the Churchmen, this in itself
was no mean task.

Gregory seems to have been much exercised—we might even
guess surprised—by Donin's charges—yet the Talmud had co-
existed with the Church for well on to a thousand years. On June g,
1239 he ordered William of Auvergne to seize on the first Saturday




I do hope that you will be shls to move alomg with
deliberute speed.

Cordially yours,
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book on the Malwonidean Controversy.
troubls the printers had with the original mamuseript.
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December 23, 190k

Mre. Fo Cs Wieder, Jr., Dlrector
H« V. Boekhandel en Drukkerij
v/h Ea J. Brill

Fostrekening 13921

Ledden

THE RETHERLANDE

Dear Mr. Wieder:

I sm enclosing ome set of the proofread galleys and a typescript
of the index. In addition to the usual copy editing, you will
notice some extensive revisions. It is dangerous to give back
to an author his own work! In any case, I em prepared to pay

whatever costs are involved in setting these changes.

I vould make several comsents on the galleyws!:

(1) A page munber is needed for the index om the Table of Con-
tﬂhm-

{2} Fage mmbers are sometimes missing and often the two or
three numbers used are in different sizes of type.

(3) vords inside parentheses simply indicate directions to the
printer.

(4) e sdbbreviation, "stet.” indicates to allow the sentence
to remein as it vas originally set.

(5) H| inateates "paregreph”.
6) /\ 1nitentes "tasant®.




Mr. F. C. Wieder, Jr. -2- December 23, 196k

(8) "Ital." means to italicize and the italitized vord or lat-
tar is underlined.

(9) In half & dozen places I have indicated a desire to space

for o two- or three-line spacing between paregrephs. Sometimes
I have indicated this need with # # ®#, The #* # need not be in
the final book, but are

the printer.

(10) You will find at
sentences which duplicate

are slmply designed for the ease of the printer.




Table ! Conbens (D23, 1964)
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March 11, 1965

With all good vishes, I resmin,
DANTEL JEREMY SILVER
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DIRECTIE W 2
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver,

The Temple,

Univeraity Circle at Silver FPark,
CLEVELARD, Ohioc 44106

Dear Mr. Slilver:

Thank you for your letter of March 11, detailing to me the final
corrections of your book. Our printer thinks it may be worthwile
to send another reévised prooif, since there still are many things
to be corrected. I would kindly ask you to control once again the
corrections which gt have been made. As soon as we have received

the sheets back from you, we shall print the book and hope to have
it published within a period of two months.

Of course we are going to print a prospectus for the distribution
of the book. If you would please be so kind to send me a short
text for this, I shall be very grateful.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkerij,
voorheen E.J.Brill,Leiden.

Fiihuﬂatfffdllﬁ

F.C. Wieder Jr, Director.




Mr, F, C. Wleder, Jr,
Iirector

N. V. Boekhandel ! Drukkeri)
voorheen E, J. Erlll, Lelden
The Netherlands

Dear Mr, Wieder:

I am enclosing the corrected third proof of my book. Ve are poing
to have a mepgni ficently clean copy and I have been pleased viih the
eare and sidll of your firm. I sm also enclosing some suggested
text for o prospectus, You moy rearrenge this reviev as you please,

It's hard to syntheslize your own writing.

I would ke to think aloud with you about the publication of ls
book. I knov you have your ovn catalog and that it is videly dls-
tributed. I vonder if arssngements could not be mads vith the
Jevish Publiention Boclety and/ or Bloch's to include a notice end
brief reviev in their scheduls. A mumber of libraries, including
our own, have arrangements wvith Eloch's vhereby they send the
Judaica and we simply keep those vhizh wve choose.

I vill, of course, publicize the book through my local channels
and arrange for my owm revieva. Is 1 mactice to send coples
out for reviev, and if so, to vhom? there 1s any ecost involved

beyond the ordinary, I shall be happy to undertake it. Fimally,
100 copdes to this
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DIRECTIE LEIDEN, July 1, 19 65

Prof. Daniel Jeremy Silver,

The Temple,

University Circle at Silver Park,
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

LB R _ B F o § F L L L _F B _ B _L _1 L L L _d_J}_.

Dear Dr. Bilver,

Thank you for your letter of June ﬁi, which croesed a first copy
of your bak which we sent to you by airmail, on June 22,

I hope that it has arrived safely in the meantime. We sent another
6 copiea by surface mail, and we alsc sent out review copiea to periodi-
cals.

We have made no arrangements with American distributors, because
I think that this publication, owing to ites character, can better be dias-
tributed direct from here.

If we make arrangements with American distributors, they have to
take a2 certain number of copies at once, and the practice hae showed us
that this is only possible economically, if they take 1.000 copies or more!
I do not think that this could be realized with yourbook, and since we are
perfectly able to reach all libraries and institutions and many private
scholars in your country by our publicity material, I think we shall be
able to give your book A fair distribution in America.

A prospectus is being printed shortly, and will be distributed all
over the world. With my best wishes, 1 am, Yours Sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkeri]
Yoorheen E.J. Brill Leiden

= c.wneden P
F.C, Wieder Jr, Director




July 6, 1965

Mr. ¥, C, Weier, Jr.
N. V. Boekhandsl & Drukkeri)
E. J. Brill

The HNetharlands

the publicity material so that wvo
With all good vishes, I resmin,
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DIRECTIE  VB/VUP 35590 LEIDEN, July 14 19 65

Rabbi Dr. D.J. Silver,
The Temple,

University Circle at Silver Park,
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

- S e A SR S S W Y S

DearDr. Silver,

The copy you received of your book, was an advance copy. Now the
other copies have come from the binder, so I hope to send you the
other ones ordered, from July 14 on, in 4 packages with an interval
of 10 days'time, in order to avoid eventual difficulties with the
customs' authorities in the USA.

fcaiva
You will' the discount for the 100 copies which we give usually to

booksellers when they are ordering this number. The bill will be added
to the fourth parcel.

About the publiecity material, I can inform you that you will receive

one of these days a letter from Mr. Verschoor, who is dealing with
these subjects.

Yours Sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkeri]
Yoorheen E.J. Brill Leiden

—~_
Dr B\Ajwm Prnrnndij, Ass Director
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July 23, 1965

l.'u.'- Ellis H'I'H.-ﬂ

HEsbrev Union Collage
Clifton Avemmue
Cincinnati, Ohio h5220

Desy Ellis:

My book “"Maimonidean Criticism and the Maimonidean Controversy
1180 - 1240" Tias finally been bound and meiled. I am writing
to you in the hope that you will underteke to review it for the
Jowrnal: I realizes that as aditor I am in an avlomrd position
here. Rast assured that I wvould not tamper with youwr text, I

en sending on a copy vith this mote. If you can find the time to

do this for me, I would appreciate hearing from you.
Bincerely,

LR o e
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August 11, 1965

In response to your kind mote from Vienns, I shall be happy to recelve
of in December, although a Hovember 15 deadline

would moke it possible for us to place it in the Januery issue. I

trust that the summer is up to your expectation and I am delighted

 DANIEL JEREMY SILVER

g .

Simem



" Rela/sTRULTIOVI'ST

I sm emclosing a copy of my recently-published study om the Malmomldean
Controversy. I have tried to bring order and perspective to & drammtie

mosent in owr history and I am happy to send the book em to you for
reviev.

With all good wighes, I remmin, as alweyw,
Eincerely yours,
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O JewisH SoeiAl Stadizs'

Mr, Melir bem-Horinm
uén Jevish Social Gtudies

Rroadvey
New York, New York 10023
Dear Mr. bem-Horin:

I sm bappy to include a copy of oy newly published book om the Malmom-
idean Controversy. It is a serious attespt
dumatic controversy in Jewish life.

revieved in the pages of your magazine.
With all good wishes, I remadn,

DANIEL JEREMY EILVER

DJE rmgm




.mmm M m




; N.V. BOEKHANDEL EN DRUKKER]J v E. J. BRILL

wum (O1710) 204 26 LEIDEN POSTREKENING 13921

DIRECTIE FCW/VUP 35799
LEIDEN, August 13, 19 65

Rabbi Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver,
Univemity Circle at Silver Park,
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dr. Silver,

Thank you for your letter of August 6, in which you inform me
about the receipt of 6 copies of your book. I hope that in the meantime
you will have received the firast parcel of the 100 copies which you
ordered. We shipped them in parcels of 10 copies each, with an interval
of about one week's time., We alwaye do this, to avoid difficulties with
the customa'® ¢office on your side., The last parcel of the shipment has
been sent a few days ago.

Thanking you for the order of another 200 copies, I would now like
to have your advice 23 to how we shell ship these copies. Shall we do it
on the same way as we did with the first order? It takes of course some
time, but it prevents that you come into difficulties with the American
customs, whiech office, as we have experienced, may be rather particular
about the import of boocks of American authora, printed in Burope.

We could make of course a bulk shipment of the 200 copies, but I
think it is safer to use the previous procedure. If we reduce the interval
te about 3 - 4 days, so that each shipment does not arrive in the same mail,
in your country, the time needed for the shipment of the 200 copies may be
reduced to about 2 months. Please let me know what to do.

The price of the book is Duth Gls. 28,-- per bound copy. We have
printed a prospectus and this has been shipped to all our addresses all
over the world, on July 27. I regret that no copies of this prospectus
have been sent to you, 1 am enclosing a few in this letter.

Orders have already come in, and I hope that many more will be re-
ceived as soon as the prospectus has reached the addresses in your country.
Yours sincerely, N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkeri]

Voorheen E.J; Brill Leiden

F.C. liud&r Jr. Director

Enclos. 5 prospectusses
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Apt . 4G
3512 Oxford Ave
Bronx,N ale 1':'#53

[\ 19657

Ratbi Danlel Jeremy Silver

Dear Rabbl Silvert

Having just completed your MAIMON IDEAN CRITICISH, I
feal constralned to compliment you on an excellant plece
of scholarship. As one whose preoccupation has been the
study of Jewish philosophy for many decades, I found your
work illuminating and instructive. I have alwaye felt that
Barachek & work did not touch upon the soclological factom
enough, a feature that your study amplifies,particularly
with regard to the conflict betwoen ihe Exilmmch and Gaonate.
The analysis of Provence Jewry was also well presented.

Incidentally, have you observed tne posaible assocla-
tion between the quotation you glve in your Eighth Chapter,
from the 518t Chapter of the GUIDE, and Spinoza's "amor deus
intellectualis”?

Being somewhat of & bibliophile in this area, I Talt
most plemsed that I possessed many of vour references,even
those in perlodicels. Have you noticed Leo Strauss! work,
PERSECUTION AND THE ART OF WRITING, with 1ta eszaay on Mai-
monides? This should prove gulte interesting,partlcularly
with reference to the differences between the M.T. and ths
GUIDE.

Again,thanks for provlding me with an excellent boolk,
a worthy addition to my studles and llbrary.

i A4

Irving Levlites




br. Irving Levitas

Apt. WG
3012 Oxford jvenue

Bromx, New York 10863
Dear Irving:

I am delighted that
I have read Strauss’




M, F, C. Wieder, Jx.




Or. 4. Court Rylaarsdam
University of Chicago
Chieago, Illimois 60637

Dear Dr. Rylaarsdam:

Religion. It was my privilage to
of Chlcago and I think you will find it
religious crises.

With all good vishes, I remadn,

QOURp o F PE@ fo4/




Dear Dr. Estall:

in "Dialogue.” I
interpretation of
religion.

Sincemly yours,




jfw’fkﬁ Jovs o~
Soe/0 faﬁg }/




Ir. Kyle Haselton
Christian Century
407 Bouth Dearborm Etreet
Chicago, Illincds 60605

Doty Dr. Hasaltom:
You may recall that when we spoke together at Aloron University I

spoke to you sbout my mew book. I am pleased to enclose & COPY «
You might find 1t mot imappropriats for reviev.

With all good wishes, I remain,




COPYRIGHT OFFICE
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS AUG 22 1965
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20540

OFFICE OF THE
RBOISTER OF COFYRIGHTS

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

Eln:l.ﬂr:itrr Circle and Silver Park
Gleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Rabbi Silver:

This concerns the work entitled MAIMONIDEAN
CRITICISM AND THE MAIMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY 1180--
1240, which was recently “Af“““d in this office
under registration number A19969.

Unfortunately, at the time the registration
was made and the certificate issued, we failed to
observe that an excess fee had been charged, and
entered on the application and certificate.

Under the circumstances, we must request that
you return certificate number A19969, in order that
we may make the necsssary corrections to our records.
After we have corrected our records, we shall reissus
your certificate, and use the exceas fee of $2.00 as
part of the registration fee for one of your works,
which is short a $2.00 fee.

We regret that this matter did not come to owur
attention prior to registration, and apologisze for
any inconvenience we may have caused. A postage free
self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your use.

in your reply E‘:!.nu refer to the date of this
letter and to our FO IGN FILE (8).

Sincersly yours,

|
T
M%G NS
Herbert .Jr.
Reviser, l:m on

!“ﬁiiffiﬁiéunl.u Examining Division
envelope




The RECONSTRUCTIONIST
A BI-WEEKELY JOURNAL OF JEWISH OFINION

153 WEST BOTH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10024 + TRAFALGAR 7-3393

Da. Mozpscas M. Karran, Foaxder

Dr. Ina Esunsvi, Editor August 23, 19465

EDITORIAL BOARD

JACOE M. ALKOW
ELLAHU BEN-HORIN
MBI BEMN-HORIN
JUDAM CAMM
WEANER ], CAHNMAN
ABLAMAM DURIN
MINIAM EFHEAIM
ARTHUR GILBERT
HANMAH L. GOLDBERG
EMANUEL GOLDSMITH
ADMEY GREEMNNERG
OSCAR KARBACH
JACOB KATIMAN
LORRES M. KERTZER
IMMANUBL LEWY
ALAN W, MILLER
LUDWIG MADELMANM
JUBAH MADICH
EDWARD NEUFELD
JUDAH PILCH
HAROLD 1, RIBALOW
PAUL RITTERBAND

EICHARD L. BUBEMNITEIN

CHARLES E. SHULMAN
LEQPRLD J. & FIDER
FRANE Fikis ERM AN
ARTHUR ZUCKERM AN

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Uhio 44106

Dear Eabbi Silver:

Thank you very much for your letter of
the 12th. I hope to get to looking at the
book in a very short time so that I can de-
cide to whom to assign it for review.

Congratulations, in the meantime, on
having completed the work.

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

. i
En isen ut::l.n
IE:Y

JACK |. COHEN, Charrman
Irrael BEditovial Bosed

Sponsored by THE JEWISH RECONSTRUCTIONIST FOUNDATION, INC.




August 27, 1965

Mr. Wes Lavremce

Bock Editor

The Claveland Flain Dealsr
1301 Superior Avemus
Cleveland, Ohic WALllA

Dear Wes:
Enclosed is a copy of my newv book.

Dr. Barnard Martin's address Mount Ziom Eebrew Comgregatiom,
mt_ltlr_.lh!-.l. ﬂlﬂﬁ-

nﬁmmu-,::-ui,




Mot Zion Bebrew Qongregation

IAO0 SUMMIT AVENUE
Suaint Panl

BTUDY &F
RADSG] BERAMARD MARTIM, PFH.D.

August 30, 1965

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio Ll106

Degar Dan:

Many thanks for having my library list
checked, I will asend you anocther list within a

few days and would appreclate your having this
one checked alsc, Then when I see you in Cleveland,

we can talk about ways of getting the Univeralty
library to order the bocks it does not now have,

I should be more than happy to review
your book for the Cleveland Plain Desler, Where l/‘
can I get a copy? I have not yet heard from Mp,

Lawrence but when I do, I will reply promptly.

Do you have soms 1dea for a tople for your
address here on QOctober 297 Please send it to me
as soon as possible, becauae we are working on a
brochurs now listing all of our Friday night speakers
aend thelr toploes.

It will be good to see you again in Cleveland.
In the meantime, with all good wishes for you and
Adele: and the children, I am

Most dially,

Bar d Martin
BEM dm

5 e CRPETE RS T e, E—— T e T T T - s i i T T P e T



EMANUEL NEUMANN
BIE FAMEKE AVEHUE
NDw Yonet 22 M. Y.

hugust 31, 1965

Rabbi laniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland Chio LL106

Dear Daniel:

I heve been away f{rom my office for awhile and upon
my return have found your book and your covering note,

I am very glad to have the book, although I am somewhat
awed by the title., I am ashamed to say that what I do
not know on the subject of Maimonides could probably
fill a sizeable library. After going through it I will
gee what can be done about having it reviewed, as you
sugpast,

I am delighted to learm that mother is well and so are
the rest of the family. Please glve her my warmest
regards,

"Where has the summer gone?" T wish I knew, so far as
I am concerned; but, as for yourself, it evidently went
into the preparaticn of your book and seeing it through
to publication. My congratulationsl

With best wishes for the coming New Year,

As aver

Yours,

-t
(1.‘[;;_,9_4.4;.-! AAAAE Y
Emanuel Neumann




THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

Published by
The Dropale College for Hebrew and Cognate Learning
BROAD AMD YORK STREETS
PHILADELPHIA 31, PENMSYLVANIA, U, B A,

EOTOR.

esioNON ZETUN | September 1, 1965

Dr, Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

I hope you had-a pleasant and rewarding
sSummer ,

Have been wondering why I have not heard
from you,

When do you expect that your book will
be published, I lock forward eagerly to see
the fruit of your scholarly labors,

. With warm wishes to you and the family,
am




Dr, Mortimer R. Kandish

Chairman, Dept. of Fai

Western Reserve University

Foom 207 Mather Memorial Bullding
University Circle

Cleveland, Ohio hkl0S

Dear Dr. Kadigh:

I-MhulmnmwﬂnmhuI:HﬂIhnm
vill find of interest.

Hllpnhti.lmr-m:tﬂn-nfmmlnlnﬁu Collogquiums.
I do hope to attend some of these durinz the year.

With all good wishes, I +.l.

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER
IJE ymgm
Encls.




I would

m&mmmm.

““ﬂ,ﬂm. sulmit the msterial to you

.m...
:
____
§
m.
:
i
_










THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW
Published by
The Dropaie College for Hebrew and Cognate Learning

BROAD AND YORK STREETS
PHILADELFHIA 11, FENMSYLVANIA, L. & A.

ESITORE
ABRAHAM A, HEUMAHN

SOLOMON ZEITLIN September 'E.. 1%5

Dr, Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple
ﬂl“ﬁllnd. Ohio

Desar Dr, Silver:

I was in the college last Friday lndi':pnl
locking over a mmber of books and parecels,

I found your book which you had sent me last
July and I hasten to ackmowledge 1%,

I thank you for sending the book and
appreciate your personal acknowledgment to me,
heartiest congratulations om its publica-

tion , It will be a eoredit to you fer
scholarly achievements, I am proud to ]
my name assoclated with this rlim book,

Do knmow of anyone qualified to review
the b in the JQR?T

With warm wishes and felicitations, I am
Oordially yours,

*’fr@ﬁ’rjgb&
Solomon tlin




nl-!ﬂ]_!lﬂ.tul

Irake Hotel

15th & Bpruce Streets
Falladelphia 2, Pesnsylvania

Dear Dr. Zeltlin:

Many thanks for your most kKind note of Septesber 6. You will
find that our letters have crossed but,in any case, I am delighted
that you received the book.

I have aaked Rivikin to review the book for the Central Conference

Journal and he has agreed. Perhaps Tversky the Narvard man might
vrite a reviev. Ieyond that your own A. A. Neuman mows this
field and has writtem about it.

With all good vishes Tor the holidays I remain,




OFFICE OF THE EDITOR
407 SOUTH DEARBORN STRENT
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS &oso3
HA 7930 (AREA CODE s

September 8, 1965

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at 8ilver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Daar Rabbi Silver:

It smbarrasses me to say it, but your book, Maimonidean
Criticism and the Maimonidean Controversy is much too
technical and too scholarly, much too close a plece of
work to be reviewed in The Christian Century. You have
obviously done a magnificent piece of work for which
Christiane as well as Jews are indebted to you, but the
books we review in The Christian Century must have a
broader interest than yours has.

If you desire, I can send the copy you submitted to us
for review wherever you want it sent, I am hoping,; how=
ever, that you will take my not too subtle hint and let
me keep this copy for myself. You may remember that I
have some interest in Maimonides. Or, to be more busi-
nesslike, tell me the price of the book and we'll send
you a check.

It was a joy to be on the same platform with you at Alkron
University.

Most cordially,
A{,aw(.«m..___

Kyle Haselden
Editer
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Dr. Jacob Neusner

hssistant FProfessor History
Dartmouth College

Hanover, Few lampshire

Deary Dr. Neusner:

As Editor of tha CCAR Jourmal I am making arrangements for the
reviev of your book "A History of the Jews of Babylonia.™ I
wonder 1f you would be kind enmough to mall us a copy for this
purposs. Our Journal budget simply does not permdt the purchase
of coples for roview.

I feel a certain affinity to your bock in that it is being publi-
cized by Brill along vith =y study of the Melmonidean Controversy.
Turn sbout is felr play and I em sending on a copy of my work
under separate cover.

With all good wishes, I remain,

DARIEL JEREMY SILVER
DJS imgm




Dear Dr. Haselden:
I vould be dslighted to have my book end in your library
provided it is read. With all good wishes,




Dartmouth Cﬂllege HANOVER - NEW HAMPSHIRE - 03755

Department of Religion

9.14.65

Dsar Habbl Silver,

What a welcoms, cordial gesture! I am most grateful for your book,
because I had just ordered it for the Dartmouth library, and had planned
to buy a copy for my owm as well. JIndeed, to give you an idea of the
affinity — just this weak I wrots in my column in ths Commectiout Jewish
Ledger (to appear Oot. 21) about current periodicals, and included a sen-
tance about tha CCAR Journal and your saditorship which was something of

a compliment.

I should be glad to send a eopy of my History (vel. I), but I don't have
any at hand. Further, I am certain that Brill will send you a review copy
if you write and ask. I had asked them to send one to the CCAR Journal in
any event, so I'd check with the NYC office to see whether it came. But
it would probably be best simply to write to Dr . Wieder and request one
free for the CCAR Journal. If you don't succeed, then let me know and I
shall provide one. You should not have to buy it.

But to you personally, I am sending copies of two collections of essays
which I published recently. FELLOWSHIP appesred in England in 1963, and
has not had a review in the CCAR J., though I believe a review copy was
sent. HISTORY AND TORAH & is to be published in Oet. by Schocken, and
the magazine will certai{lfiy get a review copy, Wty Those I am sending
now are for your personal library.

As to your book, I shall read it very shortly, and review it in the
Cornesbtiout Jewish Ledger, and if I think I have somsthing worthwhile to
say (apart from a description for LEDGER readers), will review it somewhare
mors weighty, perhaps the Reconstructionist. Since I do not specialize in
medieval history, I do not feel competent to offer a scholarly review; but
I can gppreciate good work & say so, and many editors are glad to have
such refews.

May I add that your success has meant a lot to those who,like myself,
grew up in Zionist families (my father, along with A. J. Feldman, was

ons of the founders of the Conn, ZOA), and who cherish the memory of your
father }*| , and rejoice that he has a worthy heir and successor.

Best wishes,

acle Viewousr




JACOB NEUSNER
Box 164
Norwich, Vermont, 05055
Telephone 802-849-1540

9.20.65

Dear Habbl Silver,
The snclosed will appsar in the CONNECTICUT JEWISH LEDGER Nov. 4,
1965. I am submitting it also to THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST. You may
if you want give it to the Cleveland English-Jewlsh weekly, if there
is one that prints book-reviews.
As I said, I think you have written quite a fine book. I did not
cocasionally, sermonic.

oriticise your style in the review, but I think it is too precious, and/
"To cinder” is not a verb, certainly not a transitive one. You use
the "baggake" image so often I felt like calling = porter. And so
forth. I think you just tried too hard; many of the metaphors are
unnecessary, and some "affirmed and squirmed"” are tasteless. I prefer
a simpler, more unadorned style. I also think the book would have been
easier to follow if you had written more thoughtful summardes where
nesded, or perhaps a summary chapter, in which you might sgkll out
exactly what you have proved. I did not do this in some of my books,
and regret it; but I did a popular summary of my Parthian wvolume, which
will be useful to lay - readers; it will be published sometime this year, I
think, in JUDAICA. You might give thought to a longish (35p) sumsary-sssay,
dor JUDAISM or a similar, good journal.
But, as I wrote, in the balance it is a solid and very fine book, and you
have avery reason to be proudl

Best wishes,

L




[Segt 20,1967
MADMONIDEAN CRITICISM AND THE MADMONIDEAN CORTROVERSY 1180.1280 by Dasiel
Jeremy Silver. Leiden, 1965 E. J. Brill., 219 p.
Reviewsd by
Jaoob Heusner

Dr. Silver, who is Rabbi of The Tesple, Clefelmand, Ohde, here
presents a therough and perceptive acocunt of the centroversies arcused
ymmummmnm--fmmmum
m-tthl“ﬁﬂhh“-l'whﬁl‘ emtury. Silver
treats the histarioal, religious, and seciflogical background of the
contreversy, showing the reots of pletists' suspicden of the entirs
phllosopiical enterprise; the figure of Maimonides hinself; the
Near Eastarn resction to his work; the ariticism of his legal
efforts; the debats on resurrection and other centrel themes in
Maimonidean thought; the controversy ever anti.anthropomerphisa, and
the like. He cites sources, and interprets them carefully; provides
& thoreugh bibliography and index; and repeatedly relates the narrew
subject at hand to the breader religious issues contained within it.

Hie view is that the controversy was rendered more bitter by
the growing interest of the Church in Judaism and its baliefs, and
that it was particoularly cemsegusmtial beosuse of the growing fear
that phllesophical interests wers, in the end, pernicisus to goed
religion. He holds, "Rux Isresl stumbled into & Maimomidesn contre-
versy. It was not fear of philesophy mor igrorance of phileosephy
which precipitated it but a breakdten of faith among certain slemmnts
with the western commumities...” At the same time, Silver pays close
sttention to the persomal qualities of these imvolved in the debate,
and repeatedly raises the questisn of why partimular men at partioular
times joined the disputes, trying te sccount for those who held retiomalist
or mystical pesitions in terms of edusation and enviremmant. Tims he

pansirites the surface-issues, and uses his studies as a means of




[Seqrun,qsrd

lluminating broader historicel issuss. For instance, he seses in the eager
defense of Maimomides by oultiveted Jewish Migures hkigh in Spanish seciety
-mummwu&-rmmmmﬂ
Judaiem, "To deubt that Judaiem's §od was idemtical with the umiversally
acimovledged philesopher's God was to doubt the ratismalisation which
establighed Sheshet ss an egual in his owm eyes.”

In all, this is & thereughly imgimative, sophistichted, and
comprshensive study, which makes & slgnifiesnt and substantial eentributien
to imowledge. Rabbd Silver writes in a lusid and greseful style.

I am troubled by his failure to wmke significant uss of Isidere
Twerscy's "Rabad of Pesquieres, A Twelfth.Century Talmdist® (Harveard Umiversity
Press, Casbridge, 1962). While Silver Miuika does not 1ist the beok in
his biblisgrephy, he doess eite it cecasiomally. TYet Twersky's work en
mm:nm-rmnmmﬂfz_“mumm
attention, is a msterful and comprehensive ascount; he devoted more than
seveniy pages to it, and discussed every possible issue. Silver Eveswmy treats
at some length Rabad's eriticiss of Maisemides' philesophy, but finds it
m—uuﬁhu-m-ummm-—-n.m—

haseaget have ever defled categorisation, for they toush Almost every area

of the rabbinis geography and range and sesmingly erratically.”
whaeryer N . o o
commenite, and has organised them as wall as they will ever be organised.
I hope that in future research, Silver will indisats, at the very least,
what 4t 1s that he finds unconvineing or inadequate in Twerasicy's studies,
which, to wy way of thinking, ﬂ%.:m lﬂm.::r;hpud

over in silanoce.

In the balance, as I said, Silver has given us a very good book indeed,
ons whioh will lang be esnsulted by stademts of Jewish philossphy, end the
isplisations of which for modern Judaism are substantial,

It L9 worth moting, fimally, that Rabbd Silver serves & large and dls.




(Tept 12,0067
3

tinguished congregation. That he has bean able to pursus very serious research
in addition is a good sugury. I hope that many others, similarly burdened with
commund]l responsibilitiss, will jodn in the seholarly enterprise, from which me
learned Jow is sxampted. This 4s #til]l amother work of what a French.Jewish
reviewer referred to ap "the Anerican Jewish sohool of scholarship”, one which
grows by the day, which is enviching our lmowledge of & Judaiss, and which
sigmifies the groving maturity of our comsundty. mm.-ﬂ
wiversity posts, orthedex, reform, and conservative alike, are working at

in a movel wmy
the frontiers of Jewish kmowledge, not merely repeating/the information and

insights of othars, but comtributing new learming and new understanding.
Thelr works have yet to find a worthy andience; that Rabbd Silver's book had

te be published abwoad indicates that there is as yet no satisfactory domestic
publisher, or audience, for sericus Jewish sohwlarship. But that too will

Prefesser Heumner, who teaches at Dartmouth College, is auther of "A History
of the Jews in Babylomia, I. The Farthian Peried" (Leidem, 1965) and other
boolts.
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Rarbl Jacch Heusner
Box 164

Forwlich, Vermont
Dear Jucob:

I gppreciete your fine reviev and your cppended coomerts. I am
glad you found the book of merit. I have written to Brill for
g copy of your history and 1 will see that it 1:c properly reviewed,

I read Fellowship over the week-end and found it interesting and
suggestive. Cne of the most arresting facts in Contemporary

Jewish life is & proliferstion of icadende Chairs in Jevish Etudies.
Perhaps those of you vho are not so intimmtely tied with congrega=
tions and therefore to the community, will find a vay to creaie
fellowship separate from yet within.

With all good wishes for the Few Year I remain, as alwvays,




"y TS BodqCliALp

JEWISE! BOOK COUNCIL o autrica

FPURE T BEYpEs ™
146 EAST 32nd STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

Presideni
Do Gronknt KLarEnsian

H Previdents
Da. Moamisies |, Costen
D, Sovouon YEEL
Du. 5o Lirran
Banng Erv E. Procsom
D A, ALax STRiNBACH

Fice-Previdenis
Havvis Bas
D MavRicE Jacons
SoroMoN KTRITES
Hanny Sousrmrnsay

Hamny Stamn

Jecrela
Du, [. Evwano Kiey

Treasurer
Lra Gunx

Execubive Hoard
ACos Bermsan
M BEroER

D Samuel M, Bouvsesrins
SAMUTL |. Bonowiky
Mus. FRasg Cokies

Ao 1. DifENETAS

Amnsvam G. Dreen

Du. Armirt Emsenarss
Ramm Cuain 1. Essanc
Louvm Knarr
Du. Avten F. Laspesaan
Dx. Esun Lemsian
Yook Manx
Brasang H. Manx
. lapoar 5, Meyies
Hrmnrxr Mifsvan
Du. Jumam Napics
D AR K. Ranpvowicr
LEoy Runrssrmn

ULILE SCHATE

CEnARLEN SoywaRTs

Leo W. Scitwanz
D, Eiod SiLAEmsciiLaG
Y wToRD 500 FNER
Rammn AviaMAM SOLTE
Lrsarm Fumsras
AND OFFICERA

Exrcutive Seevetary
P Gooosan

5
(A
Y

Sponswr-Coordinator
NATIOMNAL
JEWISH
WELFARE
BOARD

Presideni
Mus Frosrser G, Hoiiex

Execulive Vice-President
SANroRD S rsnem

Auociale Execuiioe
Hraarst MiLLsian

ApTBNI YTITR "Wen [EY NITD
LExingten 2-4749

[odllo

September 29, 1965

Sea X Jof /f? 5

Dr. Daniel J, Silver

The Temple
University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio L4106

Dear Dr, Silver:

The Jewish Book Council of America annually promot
Jewish Book Month at which time a concentrated :Fl;art !:!
made through press, radio, public libraries and Jewish
organizations to bring to the attention of the reading
public books of Jewish Interest.

fmong the other. important projects of the Council Is
Eha publication of the '"Jewish Book Annual" and a monthly
“In Jewish Bookland" which is devoted exclusively to book

reviews and booklore (circulation approximately 19,000),

We would therefore appreciate |f you would be kind
enough to send us for review in "In Jewish Bookland" a
review copy of

MAIMONIDEAN CRITICISH AND THE MAIMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY
1180-1240

Thanking you In advance for your anticipated
cooperation, | am

Sincerely yours,

e

PHILIP GOODMAN

JEWISH BOOK MONTH + NOVEMBER 19-DECEMBER 19, 1965
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Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONCRECATIONS

e - -

RABBI ALFRED GOTTSCHALK, Pu.D. 1741 APPIAN WAY, LOS ANGELES CALIFORNMNIA 90044
Proremsos or Boae ano Jewnw PHOMNE §14-1260
Revwcious THoUGHT

Duax
September 30, 1865

Rabbi Daniel Silver
University Circle & Silver Park
Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Danny:

To start the New Year right I must#ll you
what an excellent and attractive volume you have authored,
Your presentation on the questions of controversy are most
enlightening and convincing. I presume the book represents
the heart of your doctoral dissertation. Brill did a magnifi-
cent job in publishing.

I am presently engaged in a similar process
with regard to my dissertation, the program for which I am
very happy to include for your perusal.

I look forward to seeing you in the not too
distant future and remain

Most sincerely,




mm
mmm,
<31 3
RS

Mr. J. M. Ulmer
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What about doing something for me for the CCAR Jowrmal?! I don't
know what you have beep working on. Come up with a good idea
and you will find me an eager Editor.

With all good wishes for the New Year, I remmin,




Gleveland Jewish News

FILM BUILDING, 2108 PAYNE AVENUE
CLEVELAND, OMIO 44114

841-4474 ARTHUR WETNE, Ediior
SLFEED . HEEREH, Adwarigng Dleoes

Cotober 15} 1965

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle at Silver Park
Clsveland, hioc LL1OG6

Dear Rabbl Silver:

The rabbis invited to extend New Year greetings

to our readers were selected on the basls of their
positions in the Cleveland Board of Rabbis.

Rabbi Cohen is the president, and Rabbl Lelywveld
is the vice president, As for Rabbi Perath, he
wig asked to participate because of his pre-
eminence in the orthodox rabbinate in Cleveland,

This was a Comittes decision.

There will be other years and I hope we will be

around to invite other rabbis in the comunity
to extend their greetings.

Sincerely,
L W

AW:fe]

The Waskly Mewspaper far thi Jowlsh Communlty of Oraster Clevebond
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October 19, 1965

Mr. Arthur Weyne

Editor

The Cleveland Jewvish Hewvs
21086 Fayne Avenus
Cleveland, Ohio Lhllk

Dear Arthur:

I appreciats your latter of October 15 and I anm confident that
you vill handle these purely céeremonial declsions vith a4 measure
of balance.

I think it would be althogether appropriate for the Cleveland
Jewish Newvs to publish a review of my latest book on the Mal-
monidean Controversy. It is a good scholarly plece about an

important period in Jewlsh history. A copy is being malled to
you under separate cover.

ESincerely,

DJS:mgm



Ootober 22, 1966

Copyright Office
The Library of Congress
Washington, P, C, 208640

Flease send to The Temple Library the following 2 Copyright Applicatiom
Forms.

One for a book published in Folland and one for a book published in the
United Skhkteas.

Fora A (Class A)
Form A=-B (Classes A and B)

§inoerely yours,







COPYRIGHT OFFICE
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20640

The Temple
University Cirele At Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohde L4106

Attn: Miriam Ledkind

The Copyright Office has received
your communication of

October 22, 196

In answer we are sending you the enclosed material

We hope it meets your needs.

If you need further information or application forms, write

to us again, stating exactly what you want and referring to
the date of this letter.

Enclosure:
H!'ll lﬁ H. E
Forms: 1h, 1 A-B Ad Int, A-B Foreign




Beights Christian Chureh & W 1

17500 VAN AKENM BOULEYARD
SHAKER HEIGHTS. OHIO 44120
LOMGACKE 1 -4800 AMEA CODE IT0

November 1, 1965

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle and Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dan:

Many thanks for the book and the inscription.
Obviously I have not yet had a chance to read it. 1
will be particularly interested, as I remember learning
from Sam Sandmel, "there was no one like Moses from
Moses to Moses. "

Sincerely,

/#]/37' k_Zﬂﬁ,ﬂ,{v&/&c J-'/'!'..-E-L >air?

A. M. Pennybacker
(transcribed and signed
in the writer's absence)







TAYLOR

THE CHURCH OF THE COVENANT

11200 EULCLID AVENUE
CLEVELAND &, OHIO

2 November 19658

Dear Dan:

Thank you ever so much for the autographed copy of your new
boeok on Maimonites. I have scanned it quickly and have
promised myself a careful reading in the near future. The
pleasure in reading it will be the keener for the valued
friendship between the author and me,

I also am enjoying currently the latest issue of the CCAR
Journal. The articles by David Polish on "The Nature of God
and the God of Existence" and Henry Enoch Kagan on "Psychology
and Religion" are, so to speak, "right up my alley." With
renewed thanks, warm regards and best wishes as always,

Cordially yours,

44§luu1,f——uﬁ

Harry B, Taylor

Rabbi Daniel J, Silver

The Temple

University Circle and Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio 44106




BLAKESLE Y
Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights

Coventry and Weymouth Roads
Cleveland 20, Ohio

November 2, 1965

Dear Dan:

Thank you so much for sending me a copy of
your just published book, and also for the
Journal, | have read just enough from the
book to whet my appetite. | look forward
with great anticipation to exploring it more
fully,

| will always treasure this book and especially
your inscription on the fly leaf.

With kindest regards and best wishes always,
| am

Cordially yours,

S

—_

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver

The Temple
University Circle at Silver Park

Cleveland, Ohio L4106

RIB:fm
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Epworth-Cucliv Thurceh reruovist

CHESTER AVENUE AT EAST ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH STREET
CLEVELAND 6, OHIO Tel, 421-1200

November 4, 1965
Bernard 7T Lomas, =MWiniskex

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple

East 105 5t. & Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohioc 44106

Dear Dan:

Just a note of deep appreciation for your moat
gracious gift of your book on the Maimonidean Criticism
and Controversy , I will read it with a great deal of
interest.

I also have appreciated receiving the CCAR
Journal which you edit,

We are looking forward to your being with us
on Thanksgiving mormming and eagerly anticipate your
message. As Harry likes to wear his hood, perhaps you
will want to bring yours. Then we will be set
regardless of what declsion we make.

c

BTL/nme
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ol , TEMPLE EMANU=EL,
R ' ) 4100 SHERBROOKE 5T. WEST
o WESTMOUNT-MONTREAL
Ry TELEPHONE: WE. 7.3573
RABBI JAY B. GOLDBURG November 23rd, 1965.

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver,
Tifereth Israel (The Temple)
Univeraity Circle & Silver Park,
Cleveland,é,0hio,

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I have heard a great deal about your outstanding
scholarship and your fine presentations on theology
in Judaism. I was therefore anxious to attend the
forum in which you delivered a paper at the recent
biennial convention. I was impressed by the thoughtful
content in your papear.

As you recall, I posed a question regarding an
allusion to humanism in your paper. This question has
been freely debated at The Hebrew Union College, at
McGill University and here at Temple Emanu-El, It is
a question posed by those of us who do not possess
certitude or absolute knowledge of the truth,

Your rude and ungracious answer to me during the
question period was an embarrasing incident. But it
was much more than this. Numerous HRabbis and laymen
camea to me after the forum and told me how smbarrased
everyone in the room was by your thoughtleass and
unalllndpﬂhum-nt.

Many of uas losat respect for Rabbi Silver because of
your supercilicus and undignified manner. I did not
refute you nor bring this matter up at the llabbli's
breakfast because I do not believe in humilating a
colleggue in public.¥You alse might have considered
speaking to me in private if you did not consider my
question woPthy of an answver.

1 want you to know in the privacy of thia letter my
impressions of this unfortunate incident, I held ne

malice toward you and I sinceraely hope that we may
develop a positive relationship in the future.

/ : E:LMQ
Rlbhl. / /
JBG thb

LR R e e LR _pa ¥ ] 1 ™ y = LS R - 3 G o
i l‘tﬂr-hw-hi'm‘l‘-ﬂ_i__‘ ra Sy ] pf_p;l'-y T IR T sl -I.Fﬂ_-',*I
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Novenber 26, 1955

Fabbd Jey B. Goldburg
Tespls Basmu-EL

4179 Sherbrooke Street West
Westacunt, Montreal

Decy Babbl Goldburg:

There ic an old folk tale among our people that the river Bambatyon
vould ccase raging so thet a travelsxr could croas over to Proudise
1l Loe wan whoe put his foot into the torrent were truly a hasid,
If be were not the river would suck hiw into its whirlpool. At
the plac: " ~re travelers came there was the sign "Flunge in at
your own risk.”

Epeskers are notably unpredictabls., Who knows vhat txiggers a
certaln emoticnal response in us? Perhaps I s= only explaining
vhy I have listepsd and zade my own Julgnonts and nover spoken
or questioned from the floor. To do oo is to put ocneself at

another's merey.

I am truly soury that sy ansver gave you offense. To explain my
response is mot to excuse it but it hod pomething to do with poly-
doxy, something to do with the pride among some of our recent .
gaduates In belng withiu. certitude, and something to do with a
question which could not have been helpful in developing the theow

of the morning.

Eome day, if you wish, I shall come to Monireal and put my idean
as to the limitations of hnmanism on the floor for debate.

As & korban hatat I em sending you, under separate cover, & Ccopy

on Maiwonides and a monograph on the Tventy-

Third Psalm, which I hope you will find of interest. With all
shea

:
E
a

good wi in your ministry and in the hops that you'will allow
ma to take you to lunch at another Conlerence so that ve can get
to knov each other, I remain,

Bincerely yours,

TANTIEL JEREMY BIIVER

DJ3 rmgn a)




COPYRIGHT OFFICE DEC =8 1365
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20540

OFFICE OF THR
RBOISTER OF COFYRIGHTS

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Cirocle and 8ilver Park
Cleveland, Ohioc 44106

Dear Rabbi Silver:

This is to acknowledge receipt of a $4.00 fee, copies and
applications (A-P Foreign and A-B Ad Interim) for registration
of a olaim to copyright in the work entitled MAIMONIDEAN CRITICISM
AND THE MATMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY 1180-1240, Unfortunately, this
registration has been delayed.

Because the author of this book is a U.8, citizen, and the
manufacturing process and first publication ccourred outside the
U.85., only an ad interim registration appears possible.

Also, the name of the copyright claimant given on the appli-
cation is "Daniel Jeremy Silver," while the name of the claimant
in the copyright notice on the coples is "E. J. Brill." This
variance should be clarified. The name given in the notice should
agree with that appearing in the ocopyright notice,

We have returned a portion of your unacceptable Form A-B
Ad Interim and a blank form to aid you in completing a new

application.

In your reply, please refer to the date of this letter and to
our FOREIGN FILE (8).

Sincerely yours,
Mark A. Lillias

Head, Book Bection
Examining Division

Enclosuresi ﬁ:f{l{\k

Appl. (pp. 1-2) ret'd,
Form A-B Ad Interim

Cirs. 38A, 69







éﬁ} N.V. BOEKHANDEL EN DRUKKER]J v E. J. BRILL

'rm.lammuum (01710) 204 25 LEIDEN POSTREKENING 13921
DIRECTIL W/ v 2
FCW/VUP 39293 LEIDEN, December--15 19 _§5
Dr, Daniel Jeremy Silver,
The Temple,

University Cirele at Silver Park,
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Dr. Silver,

Thank you very much for your letter of December 10, with
2 checks in the total amount of § 824,—— enclosed,

Yes, your book is selling well here too, and as 8 matter

of fact we just recently ran out of copiea., Orders are coming in
n;arly daily and I think it is fully justified, to make a reprint of
this book.

I would prefer to make a photomechanical reprint, which
can be produced in a reascnable short time, If you can agree to this,
will you please let me know by return mail?

Thanking you in advance for your kind cooperation, I am,
returning your wishes for a Happy New Year,

with kind regsrds, Yours Sincerely,

NeV. Boekhandel & Drukkeri}j
Voorheen E.J, Brill Leiden

Fe tsierte,

F.C. Wieder Jr, Director
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Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

UNDER THE PATEONAGE OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN MHEBDREY CONCREGATIONS

CINCINNATI CLIFTON AVENUR - CINCINNATYIL, OMIO 45230
HEW YORE

LOE ANGRELES
J ERUNALEM

Dacember 23, 1965

Rabbl Daniel J. Silver

The Temple

University Circle & Silver Park
Cleveland &, Ohio

Dear Daniel:

Enclosed you will find the review that I trust represents
a falr critical appraisal.

I very much anjoyed the opportunity it afforded me not
only to learn from you, but also to rethink my owm views. I trust
that this boock is only the beglinning of a very rich and creative
scholarly career. So please accept once agaln my congratulations
and extend them likewlae to Adele whoe I know must share your pride
and joy of your first fruits.

There were many themes that would have lent themselwves to
consideration, but because of the limited space I chose to focus on
those aspects of the problem where I suspect we most diverge. I hope
there will be some occasion in the not too distant future to explore
together some of the issues you raise, For the moment I might point
cut that the Aristotelian position posits the eternity of the universe
and not the eternity of matter; the latter would permit creation in
time, the former precludes any creation in time,

As for the problem of Abraham Maimonides view of his father's
sodot, I do not consider it methodologically acund to utilize any
authority outside of Maimonides himself to determine what the sodot
were, The problem has to be solved internally by establishing some
kind of rigorous objective method that will expose any subjectivist
analysls. Ona of these days I hope to demonstrate how it can be done,
In the meantime, however, my Hidden Rewolution is well on the way to
completion,

Again, with every best wish for a long, fruitful, and creative
scholarly career,

Sincerely,

s

Encl. : Ellis Rividn

§ - -\.:.| I__.':'..r*ﬂ.._'.l.ulall. = .-.ri [ -r.t. i3 -.n.-:. ] . ==y - — i T
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Dacember 23, 1965

Hebrew Union Co -
Jewish Institute of Religion
Cliften Avemus

Cincinnatd, Ohio k5220
Deaxr Ellian:

Thie iz to acknovledge receipt of your kind review. It is much
appreciated. With due deference I will stand by my argument
that the Malmonidean controversy was one of men and not of
commmities. I d4ld try to show in the extensive footnotes on
Zeziers, Montpellier, etc. how their varying politieal fortunes
might have affected their attlitude. 3Beyond this we are, as

you say; in the realm of historical predispositicn and 1t is
Ewrmwmnmﬂtmﬂmmmmw

the halacha, but rather that they used MNeimonides to Justify
their already existing indifference., The rcot ceuse lies, in my
opinion, in two separate patterus of education. One a holdover
from the Arabic world, the other more porochisl and unigue to

Tl TR ] M e

= Ll W F TR l'"ﬁ-'ﬁ
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} N.V. BOEKHANDEL EN DRUKKERIJ vz E. J. BRILL

TELEFOONNUMMER (01710) 204 26 LEIDEN POSTREKENING 13921
DIRECTIE VE/VUP 39420

LEIDEN, 4January 6, 19 66

Prof« D.d. Silver,

The Temple,

University Circle at Silver Park,
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Prafessor Silver,

May we herewith acknf

-

December 20 addressed to our &
pffice at the moment. \

-1:E receipt of your letter dated
ptor Mr, Wieder who is not in the

We have taken due n*ﬁixgi your varicus remarks in this matter,
and wish to state ag follows S S

B0 L LT could only be kept on that

1E'l.rE1 dues VISR Deen I *1-_1-# shed at the time, fact 1t
is not posgibds .-'_'-.'_-_.E,-f run the B§&¢ ;R_‘ﬁt#ﬁ of your book off the srigina
type, whiclWOGeoL Ve SoREH BR8Nt photo-offset, but a photomecha

BRhks to this system of photomechanical

nical reprint. And espec.ally
h#.n the same retail price for the second

reprinting, we are able to @
impression,

We may even add t:;JThn price of the binder, in reality,tends
to be higher than the binderg -ich are made for the first edition. This
is so because o1 increasing ¥ Wgbetion costs during the last year.

Trusting that this ‘will clarify matters, and asking for your
kind understanding, I am, Yours Sincerely,

r

N.V. Boeklmdel & Drukkeri]
Voorheen E.J, Brill Leiden

sy, X

J.D. Verachoor
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COPYRIGHT OFFICE
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON, D, C, 20540
OFFICE OF THE F__ / L L

REQISTERL OF COPYRIGHETS

PR
rt'-.'-'--r-lac

8/19/66

Rabbl Daniel Jeromy Silver

Th‘:;l‘ 10 il-::l'l‘-'

University Cirele and Silver Park
Qleveland, Chie 44106

Lear Rabbi Silver:

his concerns the vork entitled BAINORIDEAN
CRUIIICISH AND THE MAIICNIDEAN CONTROVEKSY 1l50==
1240, which was recently resristered in this
unaer registration number AL9G69.

Eﬁfnrtunntely; at the time the regist
<

=

was mode and the certilicete iosucd
observe that an excess fee had L o
entered on the application and

Under the circumstznces
you return certificate nou
wa may meake the necessar
Altar we have corrected o¥N
your certificate, and uge
Fart of the regictpe
which is short =

238 fea of $2.00 as
s wie of your works,

didviiot come to our
» and apologize for
' Jauvzed. A postage feee
igloccd for your use.

memv.Beler to the date of this
wEIGN FILE {5).

¥e regret fhoft this mx
attention prior|td regiccr
any inconvenierde \e may L
aalli=add i EN VO '

Sincerely yours,

Herbert 0. Roherts, Jr.
Reviser, Book Section

Enclosures: i
gelf—aduresaad zamining Division

eavelope




COPYRIGHT OFFICE
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20540

NOY =7 965

OFFICE OF THE
EEBOISTER OF COFYRIQOHTS

Rabbli Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle and Silver Park
Gleveland, Ohio 44106

Dear Rabbl Silver:

This concernsa the work entitled MAIMONIDEAN

CRITICISM AND THE MAIMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY 1180-1240,
which was recently registered in this Office under

registration number Al 9969. To date we have received
no reply to our letter of August 19, 1966

As explained in our letter of August 19, 1966,
we must request that you return certificate number
é&_&ﬂﬁﬂirnr the reason polInted out iIn That letfer. we
are enclosing a copy of the letter for your further
examination, and we would appreclate hearing from you
as soon as posslible. We are also enclosing a self-
addressed envelope for your convenlence.

In your reply, please refer to the date of this
letter and to our FOREIGN FILE (S).

Sincerely yours,

leh.m' Rober

Reviser, Book
Examining Divis

Enclosure:
Self-addressed envelope
Copy of letter of i8-18-66




IMPORT STATEMENT

COPFYRIGHT OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
WASHINGTON, D. C. 0840

Anthor  Denlel Jeremy Silver

BEn b e m e e e n 8w e B o o e R D F R R R R BN R 6 e o i e i e e e R BB R e o e e e e e e

Ad Interim Copyright Registration No.

Statement issued ... 85N 122 1X0. . Ineffective atter .. AURUSE 14, 1TT0.......

Records of the ht Office show that ... == copies of the above described work
may be imported within quantitative exception in section 16 of Title 17 of the United
States Code, s amended. The holder of this statement shall present it to the customs officer
in charge at the port of entry.

Sent to: Daniel Jeremy Silver

e Temple & ‘: 7 E; . :

] hia
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 Unifed Htades of Americs
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DO MOT WRITE HERE

1. Copyright Clalmant(s) ond Address(m):

E.J. Brill Netherlands
e L1 L] Citimonship R rern I r
Addeess L2 LD EN
Mame e oy
Al .. i -
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Rabbli Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Templs

University Circle and Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio L4106

Re: MATMONIDEAN CRITICISM AND THE MATMONIDEAN CONTROVEREY
1180=-1240

Amount of remittance: $2.00

Date remittance received: Jamary 17, 1966

Dear Rabbi Silver:

We enclose a refund for the unused balance of the above remittance, which
should be cashed or deposited at your bank as soon as possible.

If you return the Treasury Check to us in payment of & copyright fee, it
must be endorsed as drawn.

Sincerely yours,
REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS

Enclosure: ﬁ'ﬂf
Tr. Ck. §$2.00

{Apell 1 10,000}
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iy wav derisive. For him the osialatboon o eritemn e eontvonessy was g trieedy be-
i i Desd o anite-Naamweiiiats wiere posld,  dlecent, abhle  and LT TR | PR
prossurey o wegr o] slwspled sepraiate ihes i as e tragedy ol this hisioas,' {jo. 1EIS,
il el gl Bapnay s ida Ladviy e 128§

Silvier Togarslialls |||.|_=||-|'\-|1.|'..| |'I|||!I|I||1 i Danatgrass Bivs thesis i dliw nooenits il |‘|||'!l i W)
trodersdy cerbaniy sujrport his contentions., lor ey oeseal prrrnan iy an ddeational seruggle
Iwiwieon !pr.pl (L TR B weliis, o Twsth  sidlese penaciously  afliem an lllll.l".lll:l'_ livaley s
Fusedabsann. T he Maimanist Diviel Kimbid was o less stalware a0 Jow than the i Manmaon-
it Siboron of Mantpellicr, ladecd the deitmonl of Salvier's analvaas is thar Mamnonides
was held i venoration by beth shdes, “Vhoss shion cogapetl dooahe lierary delae alaoti
Mtmonndes” teachings wore wol pespeneelile or the il war, but snonymons, pootless,
siiil idiflerent men owho bad meet even cesel Manoemmddes, The baos amd oouanter Hians,
thie Lipniing of Aabmonides” weilimgs, the souldening bostility ol the comtury o Inllow—
all evoked by o small group ol men win band falleny away fvom Judasm becamse they
hadd beelicvedd om hesrsay that ALaumswnaddes” teachings hod goven soch sancton, Prosamally,
i they bl read Mabmoaides chey wombd have rennmed nal amd sicediose and  dhre
weorkilil loase beess solsslaply olelsate alasot Maptoaemalos, Tt mee elisgrum tive o lnwversy,

Sulver argues his cose with vigor amd e anderwnites a0 with an appeal o the sources
that buve supvived, Bot s thos enomghiz Are the sonrces sdesguinte 1o sastam his explana:
i merely becamme they bappen o be the only sonrees that are oextant? Doty oven a
single source offer us o g hiromicle of events, of must we specnlate as o the time and place
ol even the et o roipl events® Whai, alier all, doowe Kiow' af ihe Liistory of the _Ii."ll-'l‘-ii."l
ol the Provenoe? Lunel, Borers, Montpellivr are Lnow toous o5 goeat centers of kearming,
bt tlian o jost abweiit o0 The falabkfo brillimee of Ralouls wrltings cannot sabstitute
for 3 chromicle of evenis. por can they reveal the dynamios of communal change. And
what of Spaind IT we know a linke maore abomt such communities as Taledo and Sara.
grwsat than we do ol Beserns and Montpellior ihis litide s siill pext o nothing, Yer this
kppowledye which we do oot have 5 thur very knowledpe that we need o determine
whotlier or mist oloer than deational factas were imvolvegd.

e sorres thar have survived do smdeed el o somethong, ot they by no means
el ws all, Wonld one kpow from  these sounoes that the Albigensan Crsade  had
bsrvughe elevastation amd havoo s the cties of he Provence: that i 1200 the population
of Berters was massacred: that the Count of Touolouse and his vassals were beaten down
and deprived of their estates: that the French nobility. in alliance with the Charch
denounced heresy w legitimize their expropriating land and wealth: thar the pewel-like
region ol the Langouedig —a creative, s mleiant, so thriving and  industrioos—was
beimg crmshed by greedy counts amd bishops? Are we 1o believe that so brilliant a star
cnukl burn o and s light ot be missed? Are we o asume that the Jewinh com-
munities of the Provence went through the porgatory of the Albigensian crusade without
wleavinnal shiwk and thar Salomon  of ?l.lnmpt:l'liﬂ't ban against the writings  of
Maimomnides, supported as it was by the ralibis of France, had nothing to da with the
trivmph of the Church and the king of Franee! Conld it be mere enincidence 1ha
the irbumph of 1he Church Milthant and the French nobility was accompanied by a
determined effonn o impeose the cmmomal and idenlogical swsiem of French Jewry
on Prowvencal onmmunities notesd lor their learnings amd open mindnes? Was Saloman
of Monipellier’s charge ol Aalelfak breaking amld heress grounded in T or was i
meant toostir the masses o embark on a crusade against anonvmous hafakhali wreckers
andd egually anomvins godless men® Were oo all the Maimonideans with names,
such as David Kimbi, Helakhah buding and pions bevomd reproach? Must we shirink
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Lk [rom recognizing that the angihien cal #eal ol Solenon of Mongpellior was o3
i1y sl 10 Solimneon’s Judaim ax in fnoeent 11 Clinistiamnity? Was 1t e ol the
Church thar made  Maimaonides peac s dangermn or were they Irightening contigh
for 2 levdlafvourtuml Judasmt 1 Silver jusstifacd am shilting the responsibility Irom
Viatmonides teactings i the anonynsns, pestbess ponerciders ol YVaimonides, in view
ol the Tacn that the allegnrical methistl, the noncorpmeal nanre o ol ha-ba, and
the primascy ol mieraphvaics oveT Liw sl ritual are st forth by Maimonides niv only
ivg ilie @anpele Dl wm thic Xajer li N

Fhew and many other guestinns. are iisei] by Silver's thess, amd they cannad I
stilled By an appeil o SOUTCeS which Ty thelr very matuie communicate only a re
sivicten] kil of dnta. Had anly U ibeational polomic waged by the Chanch agains
ihe heroties of the Provence srvivesl, we wotlhl hove e Wy of knowing that the
L reepinian Crpsanbe was sl o |.|||||_|;|||||||_._ gl 1l |-\.1|l1lu1.lh1l the wasd I'llﬂlllﬂﬂ":
of the Connt of Toulouse and lelt his proyl Gitirs i shambiles. ‘U'he Maimoanidean con
proveisy might very well bave e ol e idestwnal oounierpan of a hitver struggle
b leadership aml auithorioy withonm Provenial amd Jewirh communines ainl  thie
AEOUITIITE i s ol wleuloeical sl pustment 10 thi roality il the permpssive Proswencal
cultore was being Bguidated. The now arder 1o liger sustaineg] or nurtured o Mai
ssonidean rationalism, for irratiomality Lhadd tripmphed  with Sdimon e Montbort aind
Inpiwcent 1L Vielopy poasion had gaincd  IESIETY  OVET  Teas, fewmdnl deerder oy
wrlian inmtegravon. aml an arbiirany, witllnl [endal Gl over 8 lawabiding desty. The
b imestinlean comtroversy teliaoes the snertal bantle between the alil arder amld the new

Iliotigh such ain alternative hypothesis s ool wilhout supgsErt in ihe sanpces Silver
pass it oo heod, Neithes he catachvsmic dosrmpon ol the  Aingensian Crusaile naw
the economic anmd political upheaval that followed in ity wake are asigoed casual
signilicance in Silver s study, ldeas cirenlare, sholars debatwe, amd tempors lare bt
the phvsical dismemberment of a Roursiong g beaves minds wnscathed, Salver
has wresthed with the sources, but since they wore unalile 1o yiell a definitive caal
cexas, be had 1 ok chewhere. He found it in the vagaries ol wdividual chance.
Aned paechaps be bs righi. Bur there are those: of s who suspert that a striggle o TRty
and bitter aml s long-lived eomhil nievet ove been  evoked I ichens  unrelated i
clishing svsienmn of authority aned power,

Much more coukd e sabd ol Siher's thonght prowvoking book. He Juas ploughed nol
anby widely Tt deeply, He i b L commenseed Lor his solainy amd comirag in I“,”I"“H
sy prand a theme amd tackling s sghlenn a problem, 1 hat his soltion will stiv oom-
srivetsy ia as cortai ay that his scholarship will covneainl TSyl

“AND THE CROOKED SHALL BE MADE STRAIGHT", hw Jacoh Robinson
The Macmillan Company), New York, 1960,
Reviewed by Jorpax PEAsRLSON

Pere is a tortobe-hare dimeosdon in e relatiomshipe between the josmalis and
ithe sehiolar: the journalist moves swiltly 1o sgmmarize o recent reality: thee schnlar
plodds along, sifting amil dogcnmenring. wantil o proseitating worthy of his standards has
bieen completed. ALl tis frequently it s the prarpalist whi is heard amd remembered:
the scholar’s victory remaing bt mmd anherakded in the seil of the dust of the en-

COunier.




CHARLES AUERBACH
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
LEADER BUILDING
CLEVELAMND
OHIO

o S January 26, 1967

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver

The Temple

University Circle & Silver Park
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Rabbi:

I hasten to congratulate you upon an excellent review of your book on The
Haimonidean Controversy by Dr., Solomon Zeitlin in the October, 1966 issue
of The Jewish Quarterly Review, The article written, as only Dr. Zaitlin
can and does write, does justice to your scholarly work, which as Dr.
Zeitlin points out, is probably the forerunner of other writings by you
on the Rambam to follow.

I have often wondered at the unalterable adherence to the Yad and the fi-
nality with which orthodox Rabbis, as & rule, accept its decisions. In a
recent discussion with a highly learned and respected orthodox Rabbi in
this community, who has endeared himself to me, 1 had occasion to mention
to him that ag a lawyer I am hard-put to accept The Maimonidean ultimate
pronouncements of the law without citation of authority, as though he were
the final authority par excellence. The Rabbl answered that every state-
ment in the Mishneh Torah has its origin in the Talmud. This may be
entirely correct, even though Dr. Zeitlin aims to prove in his review of
your book that the mixing of milk and meat as treated by Maimonides stems
in part from the Pentateuch rather than from the Talmud, but as a lawyer,
I like to go beyond what we lawyers term "black letter law". We have been
taught to read beyond the syllabi, to leok to the opinion, to search for
the reasoning underlying the conclusion and for the citation of previous
authority, if any exists. We are not content to rely upon ultimate as-
sertions without auvthority, unless none can be found.

Baing a great admirer of the Rambam and fully appreciative of the enormity
of the man's scholarship and his God-given genius, should prompt me to
write with caution, as I do, in any critical vein of this glant in our
history. HNevertheless, in consonénce with Talmudic teaching, in which 1
think lies its greatness, even the humblest are permitted to question the
pronouncements of the greatest of our scholars, but without bitternaas or
anger, This, as you so well know, was the cardinal virtue of Hillel the
Elder, which made his interpretations of Halakah more generally accepted
than the interpretations of Shammei, as our teachers state in Erubim,

As for his Moreh Mebuchim, Dr, Zeitlin points out so well your assertiom
of "the tragedy of history" which was engendered by the sharp differences
of opinion among the Jewish people regarding the guiding principles of the




Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple -2= Janvary 26, 1967

book. One searches in vain, however, to find in the Guide more satisfying
"sroof" of God's existence than in other rationalist expositionsa.
Aristotelian influences indeed are present in the Guide and are admitted by
Maimonides, his refinements of thought and expression upon anthropomorphism
are unequalled, but in my opinion, the Rambam does no more to "prove" God's
existence beyond founding his structure on firm faith, than has any other
philosopher before or after Maimonides. In fact, I find Ibn Daud's approach
in this field of rationalization more appealing than that of the Rambam.
This does not detrdct from the importance of the Guide or its influence,
which is as 2live and meaningful today as it was in tha days vhen It was
firat written. St. Thomas Aquinas and Baruch Spinoza may be said to be in
the Rambam's debt. It is, therefore, good that a topic such as the Maimoni-
dean Controversy is given the attention it so richly deserves, as witness
the treatment of the same subject in abbreviated form by Professor Twersky
of Harvard University.

In writing your doctorate thesis, you have rendered a service to those among
us who wish to know, and Dr, Zeitlin has contributed greatly to acquaint
those of our public, Jewish and non-Jewish, who love learning with your
splendid volume.

With fond regards, L am

A
Et‘-'-ﬂ 8 Auerbach

CA/evm
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January 31, 1967

Mr. Charles Auerbach
Attorney

Leader Bauilding
Cleveland, Ohlo

Dear Charles:

I want to thank you for your most kind note of the
26th. Needles to say Zeitlin's review was mat flatter
lng and encouraging. 1 am now beginning to do my
homework on a biography of Nachmanides. He was an
interesting man and 1 think you will snjoy it when ]

With all good wishes,

Daniel Jeremy Silver







Me.F. C. H’.dﬂ" Jl‘-,
Di roctor
B. J.« Brill

Poatrekening 13921
Leiden, Holland

Dear Mr. Wisder:

In reply to your letter of Merch 4, I have mo objections to
the photo-offset printing., Having faith im the work of your
house I kmow it will be done clearly and carefully.

Eincerely yours,




MIDSTREAA]

January 6, 1966

ir. Shlomo Kats

Editor

Midatreaam

515 Park Avemue

Hew York, NHew York 10022

M Mr. Katz:

Some months ago Emanuel Neumann told me that he had spoken to you
about a review of my book "Malmonmidesn Criticism and the

Controversy 1180 - 1240 ." The book is currently going through
its second printing and now would be un appropriate time for this
revievw to appear in Midstream. I would hope that it will not be

too long delayed.
With all good wishes on your nev project, I remmin,

I'J8 :mgm




e seeon
‘ . 250 West 57th Streel

New York 19, N.Y.

We shall be pleased to receive a copy of
MAIMONEDEAN CRITICISM AND CONTROVERSY--Silver

for review in this magazine.

= (efy
J/?% ”";giﬂ,_ :ﬂr TRUDE WEISS- ROSMARIN
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I idStreame A Guorerdy Jowish Review
515 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022

Gentlemen:

We should very much appreciate receiving a review copy
of the following book(s), and will, of course, send you

two copies of any review which we publish:

Silver, Meimonidean Criticism andths M-imonidean
Controversy

%ﬂéﬁﬁ; ;;l;t/ cooperation.

1] 9(66 -2~




Established in 1948 Telephone : CHAncery 8258

THE BOOK EXCHANGE

The international journal sppraliing new books in English published
In all countries. e

Annual poit free subscriptlon is 15s. or $2.00

SARDINIA HOUSE,
KINCSWAY,
LONDON, W.C.2.

The Editor presents his compliments to the
Publishers of

Maimonidean Criticism and the
Maimonidean Controversy,
1180-1240,
by
D. J. Silver,

and begs to state that he would be
happy to review this work in his pages,

if a copy be sent to him for the purpose.
A cutting of the review would be sent
immediately upon publication.

q&;-m}é '1\'. \"L‘} }‘.'J

Towe mgian 1B Beok cdt ok
q.-;'-."'.l":: '_:.*'.".;:“' i " """-.-,_.-w.._"'jf--'ﬁ"-.
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SHLoMO KAtz
Editor

-
midstream
A Monthly Jewish Review
515 Park Avenue, Mew York, M. Y. 10022 ¢ Phone Plaza 2-0800

February 14, 1966

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver
The Temple |

niveraity Circle at Silver Park
Clevaland, Ohio LL10O&

Dear Rabbi 3ilver:

F

I reagret to 2ay, most probably through an

ovarsight on hi? part, Dr. Neumann had

not mentioned your book to me,

[ will now take this matter under advisemant,
Sincerely yours,

Shlomo Katz

sK/dafl
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LE.sShmaeli Marck 2, 1966,
20 Desota

.aveland 18,

Dear Dr.Silver,

I congratulate you on your book. 1t fills
very aptly a gap in our systematic knowledge. I think
you found the real place,historically and systematically,
Tor this controversy. There is of course much to say
about the importance of the topic and the very effective
manner you deal with it.

Ilast week I had the opportunity to discuss your
book in the class which deals with the history and
problems of Jewish identity.
I wonder whether you can spare a copy.

You will receive very socon my new book in which
Dr.A.H. Bilver is mentioned & few times and his lexiership
appreciated.

Cordially yours

Jed  p ol
A s[olbé 750




March 3, 1966

Dr. Hersan Hellersteln
2182 Chatfisld Road
Cleveland, Ohioc 44106

Dear Herman:
The smclosed cams im the sall and I kmov of your imterest im
Maimonides a3 a Doctor. 1 thought you might be interested inm
glameing through it. I wvould sppreciate its returm vhem you
are through.

With all good wvishes, I remain,

DANIEL JEREMY EILNVER
DJE imgm

Hacls.

Tr Gt — Mplmevi1oes THE DEETIR
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est un acta, non seulement de justice, mals de courage qui autoriss de grands
espolra.
Comme on le voil par cis derniers chapitres, I'ouvrage esl d'un genre lit
asser vartd. Bans ébre jamals trop lechnique pour le grand public qu'il
des développaments fondés sur uns sérisuss information scientifique (ch.
ot la Bibliographie commentde des pp. 154-158); mais en d'autres en

chalour. Ce falsant, il ne s'abaisse jamais au niveau d'une
Avec beaucoup de dignitéd, 'avisur professe & maintes

d'un judaisme non orthodoxe mais réformeé, précise-i-il, «

rabbinique ne suscite qu'un intdrét d'archalsme » (p. :
le christianisme sans parvenir & les comprendre, {I ¥our reconnalt une valeur
qu'il s'abationt de juger; pour lui, il st satisfait de pon judaisme. C'est bien cela :
il ne comprend pas le christianisme. Cseral-je ter sans impertinence qu'll ne
comprend pas le judafsme dans touts sa profo T 11 y volt an fond un morallsma
religioux, qui en vaut bien un autre. Or H#,.i plus qua cala, non seulament dans le
christianisme, mais déji dans I'Ancien Testament. Le chap. i1 est & ce sujel
rivélateour. Touts la dimension mys de I'incarnation et de la rédemption
chrétiennes ne s"expliquent pour par un apport grec. 1l ingiste outre mesure
sur la notion de Logos, si au fond dans le Nouvean Testament. 1l ne
paralt pas connaltee ces thimed de la Parole, de I'Esprit, de In Sagease si easen lisls
dans la théologie de I'A. T.{ ot ils illustrent chacun & leur fagon le grand thime
contral du &« Disu qui t » parmi les hommes. Bt quand [l déclare la doctrine
incompréhensible pour un julf, il cublie apparemment le
'Isale, prophétie méconnue en effet, voire éloullée, dans le
ue. Cp n'est pas dans ["helléolame mais dans la révélation
Testament que le christianisme plonge ses plus profondes

ttendant colle échéance désirde, il est réconfortant de voir un croyant
volonté adopler & I'égard de Jiésus et du chrislianisme une attitude

qui veut étre compréhensive : o'est 1& un premier pas que les chrétions

ivent faire de lour odté, et qui psut mettrs sur la vois do rapprochsments plus
profonds.

| P - B

I.I_ L'osuvre de Mosés Malmonide (1135-1204), notamment Mishnak Torah et
Moreh Nebuchim, a suscitd de vives controverses parmi les Juifs, ddja de som
vivant ¢t surtout aprés sa mort, un peu en Orient of davantage en Occident .
Li-bas querelle avec ls Gaon Samual b. Al; ici critique de halachistes tels que
Moses ha-Kohen de Lunel ot Abraham b. David de Posquidres, avec ripostes de
partisans tels que Jonathan ha-Kohen de Lunel. Le débat s’aggrave en Espagna
aved Meir b, Todros Abulafia de Toldéde qui attagque viclemment les vues de
Maimonide, notamment sur la résurrection, ot & qui rdpondent Aaron b. Meshullam
de Luonel, S8imson b. Abraham de Bens, Abraham b. Nathan ha-Yarhi, Sheshst
ha-Nasi b. Isaac de Saragosse. La querells rebondit avec Samusl ibn Tibbon
oontre Moses b. Hisdai, et atieint son sommet en 1232 quand la Moreh Nebuchim

! Danisl Jeremy Bitvan, Maimenidsan Criiviam and the Maimanidesn Controoersy,
1180-1340, In-8* de 319 pp. Laiden, Brill, 1865. — Prix : rel. 28 Norins,
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est brilé & Montpeilier par I'Eglise catholique sur la dénonciation de Juifs que I'on
pritend #tre, & tort ssmble-t-il, Solomon b. Abraham de Montpellier ot ses disoiples ;
csux-ci sont excommunids par les partizsana de Malmonide, qui appellent & lour
aide David Kimhi; mais les adversaires de M. résistent, avee I'appui de Nachma-
nide de Gerona. On trouve dans I'wuvre podétique de Meshullam b. SBclomen un
reflat passionnd de I"opposition espagnols & Malmonide,

L'enjeu de la querelle est, d'abord el en partie, les décisions halachiques de
Malmonide, que I'on qualifie d'arbitraires ou qui hourtent des coutumes locales.
Plus profondément il atieint des points de dootrine, isls que la connaissance de
Dieu, ses atiributs, sa providence, la réalité du miracle et de la prophdtis, la
nature des anges ot des esprils, la résurrection corporelle et le mode de la rétri-
bution future, 11 ¥ va d'une question de méthodes : interprétation littérale ou
allégorique de la Bible, ol ou raison, enseignement traditionnel ou rencuvellement
par |a scisnce et la philosophie. Les gens dos yeshibot s"affrontent aux esprils plus
modernes qui, & la suite du génial Maimonide, veulenl inlégrer les connaissances
scientifiques of philosophiques & la culture religieuse. Et les premiers n'onl pas
entidrement tort de rédsister, sinon au célébre doctsur, duo molns A son influence
posthume, dans ln mesure od ils volent des esprits libertins, ot qui au [fond le
connaissent mal, se rédclamer de lul pour autoriser un scepliciame qui va & détruire
la foi. D00 intérdt pour nous de ol ouvrage de D. J. Bilver (ls de Rabbi Abba
Hillel Silver) : non seulement il fait revivre avec drudition les péripéties et les
protagonisiss d'une crise importants dans 'hisloire de la pensés juive médidvale,
mais encore il rejoint & travers elle une évolution cruciale de la pensée religiouse
¢n général, dont nous retrouvons sans peine des analogles dans le développemant
de la théologie chrétienne, soit dés les premiers affrontsments du message évangs-
lique avec la philosophie grecque, solt lors du rencuveau aristoléliclen par la
scolastique (8. Thomas suil de peu Malmonide et I"ulilise), soit dans la erise du
modernisme. C'est oo qui donne & celle monographis bien documentée la valeur
d'una legon d'histoire qui donne & rifléchir,

F. B.
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THE MAIMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY

NO WRITINGS IN THE HISTORY OF THE JEws have evoked such contro-
versy as Maimonides' Mishweh Torah and his Moreh Nebuchim. The
controversy was hitter on both sides. Both the Maimonideans and the
anti-Maimonideans fought each other zealously. The Jewish commu-
nities in Provence and northern Spain were divided into two hostile
camps, The Moreh Nebuchim, "The Guide to the Perplexed”, was
burned by the Dominicans. The Jews argued about the Moreh Nabmi-
chim, but the actual condemnation and burning of the book was done
by the Church.

The writings of Maimonides, and particularly the Moreh Nebuchim,
were the main contention of the bitter strife. The Moreh Nebuchim was
considersd & source of heresy by its opponents. However Maimonides
was not the first Jew to write a theological book in which faith was
identified with knowledge and rationalism, and Aristotelian thought
was brought into harmony with Judaism. Before Maimonides,
Abraham ibn Daud in his book Emunak Ramak endeavored to demon-
strate the incorporeality of God by making use of the Aristotelian
principles. Abraham ibn Dasd had also endeavored to harmonize
Aristotelian rationalistic jdeas with Judaism. Why, then, was such
bitter ire aroused against Moreh Nebuckim, and why did the Christians
consign the book to the fire ?

Furthermore the Mishneh Torah, which is a collection of halakot, was
also opposed by many rabbis. There had been a number of compilations
of halakot before Maimonides' time, for example that of Isaac Alfasi,
who lived before Maimonides and called his compilation the Small
Talmud or the Book of Halakot. Why, then, the great opposition to the
Mishneh Torah ?

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, in his erudite and challenging book
Maimonidean Criticism and the Maimonidean Controversy 1180-1240%
has succeeded with great ingenuity in resolving the complex problems
surrounding the Maimodean controversy and in explaining the reason
for the burning of the Moreh Nebuchim by the Dominicans.

In his introduoction Dr. Silver writes;

We shall study both criticism and controversy; those who wrote and
whosoberly criticized, those whowrote and bitterly assailed, and those
whao wrote and who patiently defended. We shall be led down many

* Maimowidean Criticism and the Maimonidean Controversy 1180~
I240, by Daniel Jeremy Silver, E. J. Brill, Leiden, 1065 3
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byways, but when we have emerged, hopefully we will have gained

a rencwed appreciation of the breadth of mind of the greatest me-

dieval Jewish thinker and a new appreciation of the tonsions which

contorted the western Diaspora at this stage of its historical pil-

ETimage.

Dr. Silver has thoroughly explored the historical background hehind
the extreme bitterness of the controversy, and has marshalled im-
pressive arguments and explanations for the burning of the Guide to
the Perplexed by the Dominicans.

In the chapter “Changing Times and Changing Tensions", Silver
dnmlnpudhilthﬂitfﬂ!‘thlﬂﬂﬁﬂ-ﬂ[ﬁumnmudthghumh‘
of the Guide. He constructs the theory that up to the thirtesnth
century the Church strictly followed the theology of apariheid,
separation, towards the Jews. At the beginning of the thirteenth
century the Church became greatly concerned about the religious
books of the Jews and particularly about the Talmud. In 1230 Gregory
IX ordered William of Auvergne to seize all books of the Jews and
to deliver them to the Dominican and Franclsean control on the first
Saturday following Lent. In 1247 Innocent IV ordersd the bishops
to examine all the codices of the Talmud to ascertain “'if they brought
injury to the faith of Christ”. In the first half of the thirteenth contury,
disputations were ordered by the Church between Jews and apostate
Juws, the latter having charged that the Talmund contained many
blasphemous passages against the founders of Christianity. To fully
comprehend the attitude of the Church towards the Talmud and other
religious books we must also keep in mind the Albigensian revolt,
It was not only a liberal revolt against the Church but also a social
and economic revolt against the fuedal anstocracy, In 1215 Innocent
IIT crushed the Albigensians and declared war against all heretics.
The nobility again cames to power. To lagitimatize the expropriation
of land, the nobles entered into an alliance with the Church, pledging
themselves to denounce heresy and seek out heretics and soize their
property.

The Albigensian revolt and its collapse had a deep influence on
the Jews of southern France. The conservative slement, who were
generally the wealthy group, became the dominating power in the
Jewish communities. In Toulouse, Beriers and Montpellier, where
the Albigensian revolt had occurred, a liberal element had formerly
prevailed among the Jews, but after the revolt was crushed thia
santimant was reverssd. The Jews of southern France feared that
any heretical ideas would bring severe retaliation from the Church,
particularly after the Fourth Lateran Council, when all who were

suspected of containing heretical views were persecuted and destroyed.
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Thus, to come back to the infloence of Maimonides the Jews were
fearful that Aristotelian ideas expressed in the Moreh Nebuchim
would be sufficient cause to bring under suspicion all their religious
books and perhaps to canse their destruction. It must also be borne
in mind that there were Jews who maintained that the Torah was
to be interpreted allegorically and who denied the historical existence
of soma hiblical figurea such as Ahraham and Sarah, belioving that
Abraham represented matter while Sarah represented form. Many
of these Jews also did not observe the Jewish precepts, a situation
which alarmed many rabbis of southern France.

In Aragon and Castile there was no revolt against the Church,
so there was no organized movement for the suppression of heresy.
In northern Spain the Jewish population at that time was divided
into two opposing factions, which Dr, Silver calls two opposing
wellanschaungs. One group accepted the Bible literally and observed
the Jewish precepts. Among the second group were men who were
trained in Greek logic and who interpreted the Bible allegorically.
They were certain that Maimonides, who had explained soma passages
in the Bible allegorically and had interpreted the precepts rationally,
would have sanctioned their actions, For their views and their conduct
they found support in the Moreh Nebuchim, Maimonides had written
the Moreh Nebuchim to encourage and sustain the faith of men
“troubled by the incongruity of their religious and secular training™.
These peoople considered the Moreh Nebuckim “as an i
for their spiritual indifference and their religious indifference’.
Maimonides, unlike his predecessors who wrote on theology, was
the greatest authority of his day on the halakot. The support of the
liberals of the Guide fo the Perplexed caussd fear in the hearts of those
who desired to protect Judaism in the tradition of their ancestors,
and who were apprehensive that the conduct of the liberals would
bring about division among the Jewish people. This fear of schism
brought about the bitter controversy which led to excommunications
and counter-excommunications. Dr. Silver correctly said, ""The
best anti-Maimonista were good, decent, able, and pious men. The
best of the Maimonists were good, decent, able, and pious men.
That pressures of survival should separate these men is the tragedy
iof this history™,

David Kimhi accused Rabbi Solomon of Montpellier of being the
informer to the Dominicans who ordered the burning of the Morek
Nebuchim. Dr. Silver presents convincing evidence to discredit this
accusation. He holds that “restless and ruthless anonymous men®
ware responsible for this act.

The Mishmneh Torah was also severely criticised. The first part,
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Sefer Ha-Mada, the Book of Knowledge, aroused bitter criticism
of its theological views. While it was well received by many rabbis as a
fundamental halakic work, it was censored by many sagea. Jewish
law had always been elastic and by compiling it into a code it was
considered that Maimonides had made it static. Furthermore, he
gave no sources for his decisions in the Misheeh Torak and he was
accused of attempting to dispense with the Talmud. Many of his
halakot do in fact contradict the Talmud. To give one example:
According to talmudic law it was not permissible to eat milk and
meat together. This law was based on 4 verse in the Rible which
forbids the seething of & kid in its mother's milk, a prohibition which
is repeated in the Pentateuch three times. The sages of the Talmud
deduced from this injunction thrice repated, three separate rules:
One must not cook meat and milk together; if one has cooked them
together one must not cat thereof; nor may one derive any benefit
therefrom. The rabbis considered these three prohibitions as deriving
from the Pentateuch. (Hulin 10.) Maimonides accepted only the first
two as such, but not the last. He regarded the prohibition of cooking
meat and milk together as well as the eating of it as pentatenchal
bot rejected the talmudical prohibition of deriving any benefit
from meat and milk cooked together as pentateuchal. In this decision
Maimonides followed the Targum of Jonathon, Deut. 14. 21.

The controversy which raged between the anti-Malmunists and
the Maimunists took place in the countries of the Christian workd
and after the death of Maimonides. A sharp attack was made against
him while he was still iving in Egypt, an Islamic country, by Samuel
ben Ali, who accused Maimonides of denying resurrection and of not
being an anthority on talmudic law. Maimonides was moved to reply
by writing an essay on resurrection and an epistle on the Sabbath,
in which he dealt with the problem of whether it is permissible to
travel on the rivers Tigris and Enphrates on the Sabbath, Dr. Silver
has convincingly demonstrated that Samuel ben Ali's accusations
were “an attempt to discredit Maimonides in Moslom as in Jewish
eyes”, Samuel ben Ali and Maimonides entertained different concep-
tions of Judaism. As the spiritval leader of the Jews of Babylonia,
Samuel ben Ali maintained that the leadership of the Jews should
be vested in 4 man of spiritual authority. Maimonides, on the other
hand, felt that the leadership of the Jews should be vested in the
exilarch, the political leader, Samuel ben Ali thus saw in Maimonides
a serious rival in scholarship and influence. He feared that his prestige
was in danger of being eclipsed, and sensed in Maimonides a threat
to his ambition to abalish the institution of the exilarch. By accusing
Maimonides of denying belief in resurrection, Samuel ben Ali hoped




158 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW

to undermine Maimonides' prestige and influence among the Moslems.
In his challenge of Maimonides, of faulty interpretation of the laws
of the Sabbath, Samuel ben Ali sought an opportumty fo show the
Jews that Maimonides was not a great talmudist nor even an observing
Jew.

Tir, Silver has made a great contribution to our undorstanding
of the Maimonidean controversy. In this book he demonstrates a
vast knowledge of the sources and literature of this period. He reveals
a keen perception in dealing with complicated historical documents.
He is to be congratulated on his remarkable accomplishment and it is
to be hoped that he will devote himself to the study of this important
p-priodnndhuiﬂthupmmhunfhhﬂnthmh.

Diropsis College SoLOMON LEITLIN
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December 27, 1966

Dr. Solomon Zeitlin

The Jewish Cuarterly Review
Dropsie College

Broad and York Streets
Fhiladelphia, Penna, 19132

Dear Dr. Zeitlin:

I am most grateful to you for your very warm and
kind review of my book. It has been very well received
and 1 am, of course, delighted,

I would very much like to receive a few dozen
copies of the offprints of the review, if these are avail-
able. I will, of course, defray the expense.

Il am presently involved in writing a piece on
the Nachmanides' Commentary on Job, This is the
first step of a long-range program to write Nachmanides'
biography. Perhaps I can work up a piece for the Jewish
Cuarterly Review along the way,

With all good wishes for the New Year, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER
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vralent pas du premisr coup d'mil, que « les articles de fol selon MaTimonide »
imprimés, p. 103, d’'aprés un ouvrage de vulgarisation, ne sont pas une
version frangaise des « Lreize principes » consignés par Malmonide dans son
commentaire sur la Mifna, mais la Lradvetion de 'hymne Yigdal, versifica-
tion postérisure du texte malmonidien.

Bref, le livre de M. Zac, initiation « valable s, comme on dit sujourd'hui,
i la lecture de Malmonide théologien, est décevant en lanl qu'apergu sur
I"#tat de la question, el encore moins marque-L-il du progrés dans les éludes
malmonidiennes,

Goorges VaJpa.

Daniel Jeremy Sioven. — Maimonidean Crilicism and the Maimonidean
Conlroversy, 1180-1240, Leyde, E. J. Brill, 1965 ; in-8° de 210 pages.

L'ouvrage de D. J. Silver éludie la premiére période du conflil sulour
de Malmonide sous ses deux aspects ; l'opportunité de codifier la loi rituelle
sans indication de sources, la polémigque fAdélste contre la philosophie enva-
hissante, S'étant inltéressd particuliérement au second aspect, 'auleur de
ces lignes écrivail & co propos, dans la préface d'un livre paru 4 'automne
1962, mais resté ignord de M. Silver :

® ... Lo récharches dans ce sacleur s¢ Liannent trop souvent & la surface.
A peu d'exceplions prés il s’agit de Ia description externs, bibllographique
el historique (mais surtoul ‘événementielle’) des controverses suscildes
par l'enssignemaent thdologique de Molse Maimonide at des réactions ‘ortho-
doxes’ devant les abus de 'exégése alldgorique 4 Llendance philosophique
praliquée par nombre d'épigones de ce dernier. Les drudits du xix® sidcle
ot du ndtre ont fournl des contributions eapitales & inventaire des sources ;
ils onl relracéd lo déroulement des débals souvenl passionnés el marqués de
quelques incidents graves ; en revanche, ils n'onl éludié que Lrés sommaire-
menl ou lrés incomplétement les aspects doctrinnux du conflit. Du moins
a-L-il élé reconnu [...] que la pluparl des adversaires de la philosophie de
Malmonide ou de la philosophie Lloul courl appartenaient & 'un ou 'aulre
courant du puissanl mouvemenl mystico-théosophigque qui a radicalement
modifié, au cours du xm* sidele, le visage doelrinal sinon instilulionnel
du judalsme. » (Fecherches sur la Philosophie el la Kabbale dans la pensée
juive du Afoyen Age, p. 7).

Cotle longue cilalion donl nous nous exeusons voul ssulemenl moliver
I'intérdl avee lequel nous attendions le présentl ouvrage dés 'annonce de sa
prochaine publication. Disons sans (arder que malgré ses inconlesiablos
mériles, il n'a pas snlitremant répondu 4 nolre allente.

Les réserves appelées par le travail de M. Silver sont d'ordre Lanl général
que particulier.

Nous remarquerons d'abord que 'aouteur opere volonliers avec des demi-
viérités dont il ne laisse pas de Lirer des conclusions parfois hitives ou franche-
menl erronées, surtout quand il s'avenlure hors de son domaine, victime,
fi 'ocension, de guides peu sirs auxquels il se ¢ sans discernement. Sa
decumentation présenle de graves lacunes, qu'll s'agisse de sources ancien-
neés ou de travoux modernes. Par surcroll, il n'a pas tird, loin de 14, tout le
parti souhaitable de maints documents signalés au passage mals non pas
édtudids avec toul le soin requis. Enfin, des erreurs de détail, en nombre
oxcessif, jettont quelque doute sur le sérieux dans la vérification des toxtes
consullés d'aprés la bibliographie.

L'idée qui commande Loule I'élude de M. Silver est que la réaction anti-
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mables sur ﬂplnuﬂl avall acquis, dans son enfance est-européenne, semble-
t-il, des connaisss hébraiques suflisantes pour entreprendre, sans la
connalssance de I'mrabe el sans une formalion spéciale de médidviste, un
axposd de la pe de Molse Malmonide. Il faul dire que dans I'ensamble,
son travail, de toute fagon incomparablement supérieur au petit volume de
vulgarisation vraiment effaranl dont M. Henri Sérouya &'esl rendu nagudre

coupable envers public pour ne pas parler de Malmonide, correspond
assez bien au bul de la collection qui est d'offrir « & I'éludiant, au professeur,
4 'smalteur une spmme condeénsée de connaissances indispensables & la
compréhénsion de Ia doctrine d'un grand philosophe ». Nous dirlons plulét,
pour préciser notre opinion, que M. Za¢ a composé un ouvrage d'initiation
qui facilitera, sans gépandre ou perpétuer des errours majeures, uné premidre
prige de conlacl avec un bon nombre de Lhémes importants de la pensée
de Molse Malmonide, en méme temps qu'il mettra i la disposition des débu-
tants ou des amatpurs un choix assezr judicieux d'extrails de ce dernier.

Ce qui est en nche moins eatisfaisant dans le livre, c'est que portant
le millésime de 1945, il date considérablement. Certes, sa « Bibliographie
sommalire » (partant, arbitraire el incompléte, mais cecl n'esl point un
reproche) contient référances dont la plus récents, le Liore de la connais-
sance, concerns unu:lpul:-llul.i_c-n de 1961, Mals le lacteur un pea averti de
I"dtat des questions se convalnera rapidement que 'exposé de M. Zac ne
synlhélise an fait quﬁ ce que I'on pouvait déja extraire d'une lecturs allsn-
tive, mais pen approfpndie du Guide traduit el annoté par Munk, des Fuil
Chapilres traduits par, Jules Woll et du Séfer ha-Maddd'. Nous reslons en
somme au méme nivepu qu'avec le livre, compilalion forl acceplable en
son temps, de Louis-Caarmain Lévy, qui date de 1911. Les travaux plus
riécents, dans la mesurel on ils onl apporté du nouvean, n'onl pas élé assi-
milés. Nous n'en voul pour preuve que 'omission presque lolale de
I'aspect « politique » de 1§déologie de Malmonide, alors que déji les travaux
da M. L. Strauss cilés dals la bibliographie el les « Qualques réflexions sur
Malmonide... », da M. 5. Fints, mises en léle du Livre de la connaissance
auraienl did amener 'aufeur & éloffer quelque peu ses analyses sous ce
rapport. Chose encore plud élonnante, M. Zae ignore la nouvelle Lraduction
anglaise du Guide, par M. ¢s, précédée d'une élude préliminaire, discu-
Lable cerles, mais Lris s Live de M. Strouss el d'une introduction magis-
trale du traducteur. Celle publication capitale dale de 1963, ol un compla
réndu paru ici-méme, L. CXXI11I, janvier-juin 1964, pp. 209-216, én a mis

en évidence la signification efl'importance pour I'histoire de la pensée juive,
A propos de la bibliographie\nous nolerons encore un fail curteux. M. Zac
o enregistrd plusieurs travauy de M. H. A. Wollson, qui sé¢ trouvent élre
exaclemont les mémes que ceqgx rélevés dans notre fnlroduction 4 la pensde
juive du Mogen Age, purue pejy aprés la guerre, en 1947 (voir p. 231), mais
M. Zac a omis de copier les |deux indications complémentalres (p. 241),
sans parler d'autres fludes, plas récentes, du méme auteur, Il y aurail aussi
beauvcoup & dire sur le choix deq publications retenues dans la bibliographie ;
on y trouve notamment quelques ouvrages de seconde main, en hébreu,
qui ne rendront guére sérvice fJau public auquel le livre est destiné, alors
que des études importantes, en langues suropéennes, n'y figurent point ;
pour ne donner qu'un seul exqmple, I"article capital de M. A. Allmann,
« Eszence and Existencs in Maimonides », dans Bullelin of the John Rylands
Library, XXXV, 2, mars 1953, jpp. 294-315,

Nous n'insisterons pas sur la bizarrerie des transcriplions forl incohé-
reantes infigéss par M. Zac aux bles hébralques qu'il lul arrive de ciler.
Nous signalerons on revanche, & 'intention des lecteurs qui ne s'en aperce-
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malmonidienne eul pour ressorl principal la velonlé de survie d'un judalsme
menacé dans son existence par le raidissement de I'Eglise catholique 4 son

au cours du xi® sidele, raidissement avec lequel alla do pair la délé-
rioralion de la silualion sociale des minorilaires, Que la siluation du judals-
ma, surloul franco-ullemand, soit allde s'empiranl au xn® sidgcle, esl un
fail, dans lequel il faul eepéndant voir non pas une conséquence do la posi-
tion doctrinale de 'Eglise vis-h-vis du judalsme, mais de l'idéologie des
Croisades el do la naissance d'une bourgenisie ciladine. Sur le plan Lhéolo-
gique, les relations enteé deux religions élalent marquées depuis Loujours
par une irréductible hostilité (la courtoisie, d'ailleurs exceptionnelle, de
certaines controverses ne doil pas masquer ool dlat de choses) ; & co point
de vue, les considérations de 'auteur qui ignore, soulignons-le en le déplo-
rant, las travaux de M. Simon ot de B, Blumankranz, né laissent pas d'étre
spécleuses, Du reste, un Lablean méme exact de la sityation du judalsme
dans le monde chrélien d'Occident ne conlribuerait guére & expliquer "exis-
tence, én pays d'[slnm, d'une opposition anti-maimonidienna qui &'y est
bel el bien manifestée aussi bien sur la plan de la Haolaka que sur celul des
idées. Nouveauld de la mélhode du « Code », conceplions dangerouses ou
prétant & un rationalisme abusif, dans la partie spéculative de 'euvrs de
Malmonide, erainle de voir ébranlées des siluntions acquises (guonal-exilar-
chal croupion de Bagdad, juges rabbiniques en Espagne), impression d'élran-
geld qu'éprouvirent devant I'oruvre du grand Séfaradite un certain nombra
de rabbins francais qui vivaient, malgeé la communauté de la fol el de ses
documents, en un univers meéntal, disons meéme spirituel, fort diférent du
sien, ¢¢ sonl i, plus que des pressions, réelles ou redoutées, de 'extérieur,
les ressorls de la polémigque anti-malmonidienne. Toul cela est d'allleurs
bien connu &t §i M. Silver le redit d'une [afon souvent heursuse ot imagée,
conforme, nul ne lui en fera reproches, au godl du lscleur américain dont
Ia langue el la style du livre quétent visiblement 'audience, il n'y a en Loul
céla que peu d'apports neufs & Ia recherche.

Mous trouvons ainsi dans le volume des analyses uliles des missives
contenues dans le recueil édité jadis par Yaehiel Bril (avec un seul [} sous le
Litre de Kilab al-Rasa'il, des ltextes de Méir Abulafla publi¢s par H. Brody,
des pitces intéressanl ln conbroverse dans lo divan de Mekullam Dapiora,
des malériaux mis au jour par Kobak dans le quatriéme fascicule de son
(rinzey JNizldrdl, el d'aulres encore.

Muis en face de celle conlribution posilive, les lacunes sonl graves. Ainsi
Jo ne vois pas qua M. Silver ail ulilisé la source qui livre la séconde polémique
de Méir Abulafla contre la doctrine des fins dernitres chez Malmonide :
son commentaire sur Sanhédrin ( Yod Rdmdh, Salonlgue, 17898 [7]) o0 nous
lisons (fol. 92 b el suiv.) un résumé de la « péponss = faite par Malmonide &
la question qui lui avait éLé adressée aun sujot de celte doolrine, aulrement
dit, l&# Ma'amor Iéhigyal ha-m#lim; & "époque de son échange de lelires
aveée les savanls de Lunel el Simson de Sens, Abulafia na connaissail pas
encore c¢ traité, dont il juge avec sévérité la version hébralque ; en posses-
slon du texie, il en soumel & une critique serrée les Lhiéses centrales ; dis-
tinction de la résurreclion et de Ia vie élernells, st inutilité des organes
corporals pour les bienheureux jouissant d'uns félicité exclusivement spiri-
tualle. Il est égalemant regrettable que I'auleur n*ail pas connu la Lhiése de
Jérusalem, non imprimée, mais ronéotypée de son compatriole L. Berman,
Ibn Bajjah and Maimonides (1959), od ls probléme de la résurrection selon
Malmonide ast Lraild, pp. 163-171 du texte hébreu, pp. xxv-xxiv du som-
maire en anglais.

L'un des factours délerminants de s réaction hostile conlre idéclogie
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de Maimonide ou celle dériviée de son ceuvre ful I'apparienance de plusieurs
de sés censeurs & 'une ou I'autre tendance de la mystique juive, M. Silver
le sait, et il connalt quelques-uns des travaux de MM. Scholem et Tishby
qul touchent & celte question. Malheureusement [l Lraite on ne peul plus
superficiellement ce point sous son aspect polémigque el il samble ignorer
totalement 'utilisation sans sucun espril d'hostilité de plusieurs donndées
philosophigques puisées chez Malmonide par des représenlants aussi éminents
de I'école de Gérone que 'Ezra-"Azri'el el Jacob ben Selet ; le commentaire
de "Ezra sur le Cantique des Canliques, celui sur les aggod®l du Talmud par
*Azri‘el, le Séfer ha-emundh weha-bilfahin mis sous le nom de Nahmanide,
mais composé en réalité par Jacob b, Sedet restent en dehors de son champ
de vision. Ces lacunes sonl, & I'heure actuelle, difficiles &4 juslifier chez un
auleéur qui prélénd avoir écrit une élude de premidre main sur le sujel qu'il
8" élail plu & choisir. Je ne lui reprocheral pas de ne pas avoir lu le AMairh
Debdrim Nékdhlm encore inédil, du méme auleur; il aurail cependantl pu
trouver des indications qui concernent son énquéte en consullant l& livre
paru plus de deux ans avanl le sien, que nous avons cilé au débul de celte
récénsion (pour né mentionner qu'un seul éxemple, la question des angélo-
phanies, traitée forl légérement p. 194, o été serrde de plus prés dans Recher-
ches..., pp. 80-88, 80 ol suiv.). Chose plus grave, M. Silver ne s'est pas davan-
tage donné la peine de s& reporter & larticle, publié dés 1936, de
M. A. Altmann, « Das Verhaltnis Maimunis zur j0dischen Mystik =, M GWJ,
LX XX, 1936, pp. 305-330. Pour revenir & la bibliographle récenls, on a le
santiment qu'il ¥ a eu un intervalla considérable entra 'achévemant de la
rédaction du livre et son millésime de publication. Cela expliquerait; entre
aulres lacunes ou omissions, que la monographie de M. Is. Twersky
gur ls Ra'bad (voir le comple rendu de M. Ch. Touati, ici-méme, CXXIII,
1964, pp. 217-220) wvisiblement ulilisée dane le corps de 'ouvrage,
goil absenle de l'appendice bibliographique. Nous ne savons que Lrop
combien ces décalages sont fréquents lors de la publication d'ouvrages
gavanls, mais si Lel a éld le cas pour le présent livee, il étail parfailement
podsible de le signaler 4 la fn de la préface.

Un simple regard jeld sur la bibliographie justifiera, el nous le déplorons,
nolre dermicr grief : les références, noms d'avteur, Litres d'ouvrage, ¢l non
soulement celles en langueés aulres que 'anglais, renfermenl un nombre
anormolement élevé d'erreurs ; il n'en va pas aulrement dans le corps de
'ouvrage, Ltexle ¢l surloul noles.

Des afflrmations contestables et érreurs de détail, également beaucoup
trop nombreuses pour un livee relativement courl el s'éearlanlt peu, en
somme, des sentiers batlus, nous né signalons icl qu'un choix.

— P. 31, n. 4, fin : la phrase d'Abraham b. David esl mal traduite (= All
this is not important «) ; voir Recherches..., p. 339, n. 1 ; il ne semble pas que
M. Silver ait saisi la portée de la controverse, que 52mgdb Ibn Gaon, Migdal
‘Or sur Hilkil T&Eabah, V, b avait déji fort blen discernée.

— P, 32 : un lecteur attentif du Guide, surtout do la I10* Partis, et
tant soit peu au courant des Leavaux modernes le concernant admetira
difficilament aves M. Silver que ce traité ne touche guére aux problémes de
morals el de politique ; 'auteur ne connalt aucun travail de M. Léo Stravss,

— P, 33 : qualifier I8 Kaldm de « heavily Neo-Platonic theology » c'eat

prouver que 'on prétend parler d'une question dont on ignore le premier
mal.
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— P, 35, n. 3 : la charilé nous délourne de relever Loules les bévues de celle
nole de deux lignes el demie ; nous nous demandons seulement si M. Silver
a pris la peine de feuilleter le recusll intitulé, d'aprés I"une des pidees qu'il
conlient, Se'2ldl 54'al (non Shelelol 1) dont nous avons, il ¥ a assez longtemps
déjh, extrait, traduil et expliqué qualre obsarvations critiques d'un Kabba-
liste (Gigatilia ou non, la queéstion n'esl pas simple) portant sur le Guide :
voir Archives d"histoire doclrinale el Htldraire du Moyen Age, 1956, pp. 127-130,
el Mélanges offeris & Elienne Gilson, Toronlo-Paris, 1968, pp, 6561-658,
travaux ignorés I'un el 'aulre par M. Silver.

— P. 38 : les formules d'un style Journalistique bien fruppdé que 'auleur
lance pour caraclériser lo Guide sonl en réalilé déplorablemenl creuses,
comma celle qui fait dire & Maimonide que les miracles sont « subtlsties of
Lhe natural process which men do nol as yel understand ».

= P. 49, n. 3 : purlanl sans aulorilé de questions dont il est mul informé,
Vauteur commel des bévues [hcheuses, Il n'y avail pas dé minorilé neslo-
rienne en Egypte. EL l'appui officiel prodigud & la madrasa n'avail pas pour
but de pourveir 'administration de dipldmés, « graduales s, musulmans,

— P. 53, n. 1 : I'identité de Joseph Ibn "Aqnin &l de Jossph ben Juda na
peul plus élre maintenue ; voir D). £. Banelh, Tesoro de los Judios Sefardies,
7, 1964, parlie hébralque, pp. 11-20, Le rapprochement enltre cetls note el
Ia premiére de In p. 68 jetle d'aillours uns curisuse lumiére sur les méthodes
de Lravail de M. Silver,

— P, 61, n, 7 : les régles concernant la femme en menstrues nont rien 4
voir avec ce que M. Silver appelle « Lhe norms of sexual apartheid and
sequesiration » (chez les Musulmans ; sur ce point la pralique musulmane
#sl, Loul au conlraire, moins rigoureuse que la Halaka juive, voir Journal
Axiatique, 1937, pp. 67-70). 1l est également regrellable que l'suleur se soit
¢ aux élucubrations lfanlaisisles de M. Mazahéry.

— P. 64-65 (les démélés de Malmonide el de ses parlisans avee Samuel b. 'Eli
¢l ses seclaleurs) : on cherche én vain ¢l des rénvois & 'étude d"Harkavy,

LZFHEB, 11, 1897, el & 5. Pornafiski, Babylonische Geonim, Berlin, 1914,
pp. 24, 30, 34.

— P. 7%, n. 1, ¢f. 114, n. 3 : dans le second passage, I'aulour nole avec raison
que le Séfer ha-Yadar [traité d'é¢thique) de « Zerahyah ha-Yevani » a élé
s« pendant gquelgque temps atiribué par erreur & Habbenu Tam » ; dans la
méme nots, il indique 1"édition dont il e'est gervi, Vienna, 1811 (égalemant
dans In bibliographie). Mais dans la premiére nots, d aillsurs vagues el discu-
table, Il renvoie & « K. Tam, Séfer ha- Yashar (Venice 1811) », sans s aperce-
voir qu'une fiche mal rédigée (4 moins que ce ne soit lo manque de contrdle
du travail de quelque collaborateur négligent) lul a fait commelire |'erreur
combaliue dans la seconde, avec en plus une fausse Indication du lien
d'impraszion : |l n'existe pas d'édition de Venise, 1811, nl del'unni del'autre
des deux ouvrages haluchiques du Losaflsle francais, éthique de X (Zerabya
ha-Yéwinl esl un porsonnage insaisissable, sinon une fotion), qui portenl
la méme Litre sans avoir aulrement rien de commun. De plus je ne voia pas
pourquol « Zerahyah ha-Yevani s est qualifié (p. 114) de « Lhe early 13th
conlury scholar » ; dans la mesuré oh son lexte se préte 4 des approxima-
tions chronologiques, Il suggére plutdl la fin du ximi® sidcle,

7
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Quant & Zerahya ha-Lévi, auteur du S, ho-Ma'dr, M. Silver s’obstine &
I'appaler « Zochoryah » (p. 73, n. 4 ol d'aulres passages, dnumérds & 1'index,
ment sous ¢o nom}, quand il ne I'appelle pas « Zarhiya » comme dans

la bibliographie, p. 207.

— P. 84 : j'ignore sur quol l'auteur se fonde lorsqu'll afllrme qu'Abraham
bar Hiyya alla s'établir vers 1130 au nord des Pyréndes. Du Lexle cité (n. 2)
du Sdfer ha-"[bbdr on ne péeul pas conclureé qu'll a pris résidence délinitive

on Sarfal.

— P. 1156 : I'suteur méls inddment & la controverss sur la résurreclion au
x111* siécle Joseph Albo dont l'apparentis souplesss on matidre de dogme est
largament commandéa par ses préoccupaltions bien connues d'apologiste
anti-chrétian.

— P. 140, n. & : « Bissalhaim » nu lisu de Bisliches ne psul reposer que sur
In lecture hitive d'un coplste qui a confondu, entres autres, un samek aves
un mem (inal. D'aulres exemples de mauvais lravail de sscrélaire non
conlrdlé (car o n'osérais impuler & M. Silver une ignorance aussi grosse)
sont le tilre Ya'tr Naltb (v) lu Yi'rei Netiv en p. 143, n. 2, sl ha-Hagohasol
pour ha-meguhasol an p. 193, n. 4%

Georges VAJIDa,

J. B, Sermonera. — La dollrina dell'inlellelio el la « Tode Mlosoflca s di
Jehudaoh ¢ Immanuel Romano. Extrail de Sludi mediepali, 3* séris, VI,

2, 1965 ; 76 pages.

Formé d*abord en Ilalie, son pays natal, par la Professeur Bruno Nardi,
éminent spécialiste de 'histoire de la pensée du Moyen Age el de la Renais-
sancs italienne, puis & Jérusalem, M. Sermoneta obtint son titre de docteur
# I"'Universitéd de celtle ville par une thése volumineuse el fort importantie
sur Hillel ben Samuel de Vérone. Ce travail verra bientot Je jour, tout au
moins particllement, ¢l nous aurons alors l'occasion d'em roparler ; son
caractére provieoirement inédit nous a détourné jusqu'h maintenant de le
présenter, gquoique nous ayons eu I'honneur de flgurer parmi les commissaires
chargés de I"examiner.

L Italie juive comptait cependant, entre 1250 ot 1350, d'autres représen-
Lanls des disciplines philosophiques que 'auleur du Tegmuley hao-nefesh,
nourri non sfulament de MaImonide, mais aussi de Thomas d°Aquin, fait
connu depuis longtemps, el redémoniréd par M. Sermoneta avec plus de
précision que par ses devanciers ; sans parler de Jacob Analolio, Provengal
ol nitaché 4 In cour de Frédéric de Hohenstaufen, on constate, & partir de
1277 approximalivement, la présance &4 Home du Juifl barcelonais Zerahyah b.
fe'alti’el Hén, qui y tint école pendant une quinzaine d'années et contribua
grandement par ses versions hébralques & la diffusion des écrils d'Averrods,
Il composa également des commentaires seripluraires de caractére philo-
sophico-allégorique ol se Lrouva dlre ainsi 'initiateur de Loul un mouveément
d'idées qui culminera aprés peu d'années dans I';muvre de Juda ben Daniel
de Home, mallre & penser de son cousin, le célébre poéle Immanuel.

1. Signalons, su sujel de 'ouvrage recensd, |"excallent comple rendu de M. J. Dan
(Tarbis, XXXV, 196508, pp. 296-300) dont les conclusions rejoignent les ndlres.
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there an attempt al
would have been in order.

DanieL JErREMY SILVER (Leiden: E. J. Brill Co., 1965).

. by both sides, and the awesOme
Reviewed by Irving A. Agus weapons of niddul and cherem
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Jessly hurled even against scholars
and saintly individuals, Jewry was
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that had isolated the Karaites.

The controversy centered on the
phi hic ideas of Maimonides
in his Guide for the Perplexed,
and in the first section of his
Mishneh Torah, entitled Sefer ha
Mada, Already before the year
1200, R, Meir b. Todros ha-Levi
Abulafia had written a letter to
the scholars of Lunel

|Maim1mm Criticism and the Maimonidean Coniroversy, by
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Torah. But his was an isola
voice. When, however, Samuel Tbn
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analysis of the heated controversy
that was aroused by the Guide.
Sharply does he project the idea,
first ized by Prof. Zeitlin in
his book, Maimonides, that it was
the proven greatness of the Mish-
neh Torah as an halakhic work of
the very first calibre that caused
the philosophic writings of its au-
thor to be taken so seriously both
by the admirers of philosophy and
by those who feared ils destruc-
tive influence. With fair accuracy
and scholarly detachment does he
describe the views of those who
feared the deleterious effects of
. a3 well as the indigna-
tion and the anger
felt that their great hero was be-
littled and besmirched. He does
pot criticize nor condemn cither
party to the controversy, but tries
impartially to elucidate and explain
their views, attitudes, opimions and

The author took his insk very
seriously. His fair mastery of the
language and the categories of
thought of the pertinent sources,
and his thorough knowledge of the
modern literature on the subject,

many years of concentration. It is
troe that his knowledge of Talmu-
dic Judaism and the rabbinic idiom
leave a great deal to be desired;
and his understanding of Jewish life

and scholarship, especially of Ash-
kenazic Jewry, is somewhatlimited.
Statements such as “Maimonides’
sources were not always familiar,
available or acceptable; something
of a bibliophile, Maimonides had
enjoyed collecting textual variants
« s« [P 57]," 2a if this method of
textual criticism was not widely
used by Franco-German scholars;
or “Maimonides' answer was equi-
vocal , . . [p. 71]," when in reali-
ty thal answer Wwas clear
and quite emphatic — obviously
point 1o serious limitations in the
author's preparation for under-
standing rabbinic literature. An-
other example; In Bava Barra 163,
severnl Amoraim criticize sharply

surrection was anything bul con-
sistent. Raba had insisted that Job
7:9 indicated a Biblical denial of
the entire doctrine [italics mine].”
One could cite a number of such
misinterpretations. His grasp of
the subject, bowever, and his pe-
netrating analysis of much of the
pertinent data connected with the
controversy, are indeed worthy of
praise. Nevertheless, the basic
cases and the true nature of this
controversy are still as much of a
problem as ever.

Sheilai Yeshurun, by GepALIA FELDER (New York, 1964).

Reviewed by Morris S. Gorelik

There are essentially three forms
of rabbinic literature which em-
body the major areas of halakhic
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development, First, the Talmudim
and the commentaries and sub-
commentarica contain the bulk of
discussion, evaluation, enactment
and formulation of principles.
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Arabic into Hebrew, and especially
when Judah al Charizi produced a
bolder and freer translation, a
sharp dispute arose over the ques-
tinnn:l'whtlh:rhhm-mﬂnhnd
treated too cavalierly the basic
dogmas of Judaism, whether he
had revealed many secrets of faith
that were best kept hidden from
the masses, and whether it was
dangerous to Judalsm to allow
indiscriminale perusal of books
meant only for the elite. The
dispute grew in heat and io-
tensity until R. Solomon b. Ab-
raham of abetted
by his students R. Jonah Gerondi
and R. David b, SIULmtn-nt o
steps to discourage study
the above-mentioned books. Subse-
quently a storm of indignation broke
oul in the nei ng commauni-
tics. The three scholars became the
arch-enemies of the admirers of
Maimonides, and & most poweriul
campaign of character assassination
was insugurated against them, a
campaign that was pursued with
greal vigor and unequalled fury.
Modern Jewish scholars have
shown great interest in this so-
called Maimonidean Controversy.
They have discussed it at great
length, and have searched oul and
published many relevant docu-
ments and letters. To them the
controversy appeared as a Jewish
Reformation struggle, as a fore-
runner of the Haskalah movement
of their own day, as an altercation
between the obscurantists and the
“enlighlened,” and as a wrangle
between the asdmirers of sweet
reason and exulted hy on
the one hand and the traditionalists
and fundamentalists on the other.

The subject was therefore a highly
favored one;, and the his-
torians, from Heinrich to ltzchak
Baer and Solomon Zeitlin, have
dealt with it at great length.

Mevertheless, the treatment of
the subject remained superficial.
No one attempied a truly critical
analysis of the sources. No one
weni beyond the surface recrimi-
nations and accusations and tried
(o discover the true reasons for the
fantastic acrimony and bitterness
of the pro-Maimunists. In the face
of the claim of the chief victim of
this campaign of hate, K. Solomon
b. Abraham, that grossly falsified
letters of his had been circulated
by his opponents—ithe writings of
these opponents have not been sub-
jected by modern scholars to rigor-
ous criticism, bul were taken at
face value. The vindictiveness of
these writings, and their sharply
abusive characterizations directed
at outstanding Talmudic scholars—
in an age when such scholars were
mosi highly bonored by all Jewry—
received bul scanty attention. The
basic reasons and causes of the un-
usual bitterness of the admirers of
philosophy—and therefore the true
nature of the controversy—have
50 far not been explained.

The book of Dr. Daniel Jeremy
Silver, entitled Maimonidéan Cri-
ticizm and the Maimonidean Con-
rroversy, is a fresh attempt at
a study of the impact of the
works of Maimonides on the
Jews of his day, and of the cri-
ticisms and cootroversies these
works have engendered, both in
Europe and in the East. With fine
penetrating insight the author de-
scribed first the commentators on
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AMERICAN JEWISH SCHOOL
OF SCHOLARSHIP

JACOB MNEUSNER

MAIMONIDEAN CRITICISM AND
THE MAIMONIDEAN CONTRO-
VERSY 1180-1240, by DanmL Jemmmy
Stuves, Leiden, 1965: E. J. Bill. 219 p.

Dr. Silver, who is Rabbi of The Temple,

Cleveland, Ohio, here presents a thorough
ive account of the comtro-

led to the bumning of the Guide to the
Perplexed in the early 13th century, Sil-
ver treats the historical, religious, and so-
clological background of the controversy,
showing the roots of the pietists’ suspicion
of the entire p enterprise; the
figure of Maimonides himself; the Near
Eastern reaction to his work; the criticism
of his legal efforts; the debate on resur-
rection and other central themes in Mai-
monidean thought; the controversy over
anti-anthropomorphism, and the like. He
cites sources, and interprets them care-
fully; provides a thorough bibliography
and index; and repeatedly relates the nar-
row subject at hand to the broader re.
ligious issues contained within it.

His view is that the controversy was
rendered more bitter by the growing in-
terest of the Church in Judaism and its
beliefs, and that it was con-
sequential because of the growing fear
that philosophical interests were, in the
end, pernicious to good religion. He holds,
“Isracl stumbled into a Maimonidean
controversy. It was not fear of philosophy
nor ignorance of which pre-
cipitated it but a breakdown of faith
among certain elements with the western

&ﬂmﬂfdﬂ’rbﬂu-rj

sees in the i

by cultivated Jewish figures high in Span-
ish society, an effort to prove the meta-
physical unity of Islam, Christianity and
Judaism. ""Tn dnuht rht_l: Judaism's God

1 am troubled by his failure to make
significant use of Isidore Twersky's Ra-
bad of Posquidres, A Twelfth-Century
Talmudist (Harvard University Press,




It is worth noting, finally, that Rabbi
Silver serves a large and distinguished
congregation. That he has been able to
pursue very serious research in addition,
is a good augury. I hope that many others,
similarly burdened with communal re-
sponsibilities, will join in the scholarly
enterprise, for which no learned Jew is
exempted. This is still another work of
what a French-Jewish reviewer referred
to as “the American Jewish school of
scholarship,” one which grows by the day,
which is enriching our knowledge of Juda-
izm, and which signifies the growing ma-
turity of our community. Scholars in semi-
nary, rabbinical, and university posts, Or-
thodox, Reform, and Conservative alike,
u:wnriingntﬂmrﬂi;nntim?[]r:;hh
knowledge, not me repeating a
novel way, the information and insights
of others, but contributing new learning
and new understanding. Their works have
yet to find a worthy audience; that Rabbi
Silver's book had to be published abroad
indicates that there is as yet no satisfactory
domestic publisher, or audience, for serious
Jewish scholarship. But that too will come.

RECONSTRUCTIONIST

THE GAMES GOD PLAYS
ALAN W. MILLER

BEYOND THEOLOGY, by ALaw
Warrs, Pantheon Books, New York, 1964,
236 p.

Some years ago at a London presenta-
tion of the play No Room At The Inn,
the actress who was cast as the villainess,
a particularly nasty female concoction,




January 24, 1967

Dr. Emanosl Neomann
515 Park Avenus
New York, New York 10022

Dear Dr. Neumann:

I am in recdpt of correspondence from ome Pnina
Ohrenstein of Hasiiria Haszionit. She speaks of a publi-
cation on Dr. Silver in Hebrew and I wonder what infor-
mation you have,on this project,

You may be interested to know that the first volume
of Dad's collected addresses and sermons will be off the
press by the end of February.

I was disappointed not to find a review of my hunk) (//
in Midstream at any time in the past year and one-half

1 hope this note finds you in good health. With all
good wishes, 1 remain,

Sincerely yoars,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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Hihli Aveaus
New York, N. Y. 10022

[ %
4
Dear Emanusl: 1
1I

Mruluﬁ-hhluﬁl_hhli_lml_ldr-hnf
ary Iad. 1 lsel much muore scomicoriable now aboul the transistion
project.

The flrst volume of Dad's anthalogy will contain mostly sermenie
material dealing with basic religlous and personal thames. The
second volun.e will be biblical and hbistorical, the third politieal
and social snd the last the Zlcalst materials.

Ia this comnection, we are still munting dowa photographs, etc. 1
notice that & largs number of pictures which we bave of New York
m_ﬂh“-ﬂ*hlﬂl“lrﬁl In ba
otill ia businsese?

Adsle, the childresn, sad | spent a moet pleasant six weaks in
Israsl. We beadymartered at Merzslla. Drove everywhers aad b
sajoyed K'far Suver sad avoided officlaldom. ‘I'-.ll-nﬂu-l '
of e land and of s people. : LA

1 am delighted that Sal Freshof is speaking st the Herel lnstituts,
1 hope for the saks of Dad's memery that the moeting has & setting
and public worthy of his stature. 1 still recall with a semse of e

‘mm:pﬂﬂﬂ-hﬂlm Mothar is wall - et
a8 are we L ehita)

L i
§ ™



March 7, 1968

Mr. F. C. Wieder, Jr.
Director

E. J. Brill
Postrekening 13921
Lelden, The Netherlands

Dear Mr. Wieder:

Rabbi Silver would appreciate at least ten copies of
his book, Malmonidean Criticism and the Maimonidean

Gu*nrl: 1180-1240. Please send themm immediately

to:
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver
The Temple
University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, Chio 44106

Also enclose the bill, and & check will be forwarded
upon receipt of same.

Thank you for your prompt atteation to this matter,

Sincerely,

(Miss)Margurite G. Mihok
Secretary to Rabbl Silver




June 21, 1968

E. J. Brill
Lelden, Netherlands

Gentlemen:

Your lavolce No. 2926, dated l4-5-1968, is submitted
in the amount of 288. 50 Gullders = U.5. %$80.59, for 10
coples of Dr. Sliver's book, Malmonedean Criticism,.
billed as Cloth at 28, 00/280. 00, pln.l 8, 50 for p-nll'.ll-l.
and a total as stated above of ZBB.50. We are question-
ing this amount since the last shipment of 10 copies of
the same book, bllled under involce No. 1737 dated 1B8. 3,68
was quoted as "At Cloth 28.00/2L 00/210. 00, plus postage,
B8.50 a total of 218. 50 gullders = U.S. $61.04."

From all appearances the first billing included a dis-
count price of 2l. 00 guilders per copy, whereas, the second
shipment and billing in the amount of 288,50 Gauilders did
not lnclude & discount price.

We ask for a reconsideration of your billing on
Ilnvolce No. 2926, dated 14-5-68. An early reply will
be appreciated.

Sincerely,

(Mles)Margurite G. Mihok
Secretary to Rabbl Silver




»'yjace E.J.BRILLLTD - PUBLISHERS - LEIDEN
- > MODERN AND ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLERS
% JNh & v
€D Tel. Printing snd Pablishing Depe: 20426 Tel. Bookselling Depe. 738" Cables: BRILL LEIDEN
BANKERS: r T
Barciays Bank Led, Chief Foreign Brinch The Temple

168, Fenchurch Streer, London E.C. 3
Barcleyy Bank D.C.O., 120 Broaduwy,
New York, New York 10003

University Circle at Silver Park
attn.Miss M.3.Mihok,
Secretary to Habbi Silver,

Amsterdam-Romerdam Bank .V, Lelden CLEEELAND, Ohie 44106
wmmmv..w 0.5.4.
L . |
Your reference Ouar reference
v/a/1625-68 w:hnﬂm July 2,1968.
Daar Madam:

May ws herswith refer %o your letter of June 21, 1968,
raf . MGM:mgm, regarding our inveice no 2026 dated May 15,
1968, in the amount of Gld. 288,50, for 10 copies of
Dr.3ilver's Maimonedean Criticism.

¥e 18t you know that we now sead you our credit note 3881
dated July 1,1968, completsly cancelling our imvaice 2926
ghich was sade out ia the name of the Temple. We now are

snclosing herewith our new iavoice for 10 caples at Gld.

218,50, iavoice no.3882 dated July 1, 1968. This invoice,
however, is made out in the pame of Rabbi Silver.

W#e cannot allow any discount to library or universitiea. We
can enly give a discount to an author om & purchase of
copies of his own book. We urgently request you, in possible
future orders, to mention expressly that these coples are
destined for Rabbi Silver. Imn this way misunderstandings of
this kind may be avoided.

Trusting this will meet with your requirements, we are,

Yours faithfully,

N.V.Boekhandel & Drukkerij,
voor Brill,Leiden.

J.D.Versc




July 9, 1968

Mr. J. D. Verachoor
E. J. Brill Ltd,
Leiden, The MNetherlande

Dear Mr. Verschoor:

The corrected involce namber 3882, dated July 1, 1968
has been recelved and we thank you for the credit note
number 3881 which cancells the previous billing and invoice,

It is unfortunate.  that our Temple librarian did oot
know of yoar discount policy regarding books. I am sure
she wald have submitted the order im Rabbl Silver's name
since she handles the sale of books for him here at The
Temple.

In order that the entire transaction will be cleared at
the proper price it is necessary that our check in the amount
of $80.59 be cancelled through Barclays Bank of New York
City (or volded) and a new check issued in the amount of
$61. Uijth- corrected billing, your involce mumber 3BBZ, We
shall, therefore, take the inltiative with Barclays Bank about
our check dated June Zlst in the amount of $80.5% This may
bring a A delay ln recelpt of payment, but we trust youn
will ande d and bear with us.

To relterate; We intend it (1) Write to Barclays Bank
(2) Vold our check la the amount of $80.59, (3)Issus & new
check ln the amount of $61.04.
Sincerely,

(Miss)Margurite G. Mihok
Secretary to Rabbl Sllver
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July 9, 1968

E. J. El‘lll Ltdl-
c/o Barclays Bank D.C.0O.
120 Broadway
New York, New York 10005

Gentlemen:

The enclosed copy of a letter to E. J. Brill Litd. and
revised billlng under involce number 3882 as well as credit
note number 38Bl, Iindicate a change was made in the
amount dae for paurchase of books,

A check was forwarded to your bank dated June 21,1968,
Iln the amount of $80.59, Ilssued from the Dr. Danlel Sllver
Malmonides Book Fund for payment of E.J. Brill lavolce
number 2926, dated May 14,1968, &will have to be volded and
a new check issued in the amount of $61.04. May we ask
for the cancellation of this check dated June Zlst (or volding)

Please indicate the department of your bank to which we
should address our fulure correspondence and new check
for the corrected amount and involce of the E. J. Brill Ltd.

Slocerely,

MGM :imgm (Miss)Margurite G. Mihok
Secretary to Rabbl Silver

B2t 4N 1 lfsbmpn.
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nﬂhﬂlﬂh“. ¥ * und "hb nisch" gu
bezeichnen sind und deren histos und -
mﬁn&n Wirksamkeit er in einer nuhnhiu.ﬁ-
ilui Tabelle verdeutlicht. Ihr Inhalt sei hiar
urg

wiedergegeben.
Die tiberische Tradition, iber deren Cha-
rakter m, E, Paul Kahle immer noch das Richti
hat, herrschte bis zum 12. Jh. nur in Ti-
a8 sowie in kieinen Gelehrtenkreisen Nord-
afrikas, und anderswo. Die palésti-
nische Punktation, deren Beginn unsicher ist und
den Verl. vermutungsweise ins 8. Jh. setat,
existierte in in manchen Gebieten des
bysantinischen Reiches, in Bilditalien sowie an
einigen Orten und Nordafrikas auBer-
halb der Gelehrtenverbinde. Im 10, Jh. (1) ver-
dréngte die palistinische Masora die babylonische
in Bpanien, wilhrend sie in Deutschland bis zum
11./18. Jh, herrachte!. Die babylonische Aus-
sprachetradition dagegen war das Idiom Baby-
loniens, Arabiens und babylonisch-
jldischer Gemeinden auborhalb disses Gebiotes bis
zum Ende der geonilischen Periode. AuBerdem
dominjerte sie in Nordafrika und Spanien vom
8. bis zum 9. Jh. (1), wo sie anschlieBend durch
das palistinische System a wurde, sowie
in Jemen, wo aio bis heute nachweisbar ist,

Das hier kurz skizsierte Schema darf wohl —
iber alle Einzelergebnisse zur Laut- und Silben-
lehre hinaus — als 2in entscheidender Ertrag der tief-

Untersuchung angesehen werden, Wie-
wﬁldmhﬂndgﬂﬁqumm. mull die ktinftige
wissenschaftliche Diskussion zeigen. F.iuhtla ist
vom Verf. ohne Zweifel en, daB das tiberische

Em urspriinglich eines kleinen Ge-
. hli!‘ in bari:t:[ wesen ist und dabl die

berische Aussprache a ne gelehrte Gruppen
beschrinkt blieb. Und wenn er sagt, daB das
tiberische Punktations- und Akzentsystem swar
allgemein ilbernommen wurde — flir das Je-
menitische sei auf das oben Gesagte verwiesen —,
aber die hen und die babylonischen
Ausspracheformen als Grundtypen hierdurch nicht
verdringt wurden (S, 280), so verdient dicse Fest-

stellung griiite Beachtung,
Zum SchluB sed nur noch erkt, daB man das
intoreszsante Buch mit dem Wunsche aus der Hand

legt, daB es aus dem Ivrit ins Englische tibertr

werden mége, damit es einem ichst n
Kreis von Sprachwissenschaftlern — den engen
Bereich der Hebraisten hinaus — sugnglich werde,

Bibm, Franz, u, Walter DI‘E‘I;E:Q. - unter Mitarbeit
von W. Gottaehalk: J Wesen
NIV, B vt e o oanondms sl 1908

E.L Ehrlich. Basol. _ral e s

Mit diesers Buch ist beabsichtigt worden, das
vielgestaltige Phénomen des Judentums in Ge-

I Dan Aschkonasische scheidet nach dem Verl. im
Anschlull an H. Yalon als nl.hﬂ.lngulﬁ Ausaprache-
dhm-}intnlm.h-dnuﬂbhunﬂr ung daretallt,

unter dem Einflub der jiddischen Umgangs.
sprache entwickelt hat (8. ll.“H'.j:i

,‘.

schichte und Gegenwart nach miglichst vielen
Beiten hin zu erbrtern. Das Werk ist in folgende
Hauptteile : 1. IDvie Geschichte der
Juden. 2. Das Wesen des Judentumas. 3. Leistungen
dea Judentumas. 4. Judenfeindschaft, 5, Die gegen-
wirtige Bitustion der Juden. Die Betrachtung der
idischen Geschichte reicht von der biblischen
Leit bis zur V durch dis National-
sozilisten. Im Kapitel ber daa Wesen
Judentums wird die Religion der Juden, die
zieshung zu Christentum und Islam sowie
Frage abgehandelt, ob der Jude religifs, national
oder gar rassisch zu definieren sei, Dieses Buch hat
aber kei nur historische Probleme zum In-
halt: In zwei Aufsitzen ist auch von den Juden
nach 1945 die Bede sowie vom ,,deutschen Anti-
semitismus nach 19046", der von einigen Geistes-
kranken sowie won politischen Manipulatoren
immer noch am Leben erhalten wird. Die medsten
der inagesamt 23 Artikel sind verfafit und
flissig geschrieben. Da die Geschichte der Ent-
stehung dieses Riesenwerkea jodoch volle 12 Jahre
wahrte, konnte nicht alles auf den letzten Stand
gebracht werden, zumal einige der Autoren in-
twischen dahingegangen sind, Sie m hier aus-
drileklich erwihnt werden: Oberrabbiner Prof.
Dr. Kurt Wilhelm, Rabbiner Dr. Adolf Kober,
Prof. Dr. Alfred Weber, Prof. Dr. Karl Thieme,
Die einzelnen Beitrige sind im Umfsng sehr ver-
schieden: Neben dem Koberschen Aufsatz tiber
die Geschichte der Juden in Europa bis zum Be-
i der Emanzipation (133 Beiten) steht ein
m ven H. J. ﬁonpl fiber , die Religion der
Juden* von nur 20 Seiten,

In mancher Beziechung, keineswegs in jeder, ist
dieses Werk mit dem uch der Monumenta
Judaica (K&ln 1963) verwandt, wenn dicses sich
vor allem auch nur mit dem rheinischen Judentum

huehm. Beide Unternehmen ergingen sich je-
doch gut, 80 daB ein Hinweis auf jenes
D v wﬁtbind:gu Werk vermag i
vor 2 er in
den meisten Artikeln durchaus wissenschaftlichen
Anspriichen zu genfigen; es wird im deutschen
'Eg‘.:mhguhiat fur lingere Zeit ein Standardwerk
. Die Borgfalt in der schwierigen redaktionellen
Gestalt verdankt der Leser der hingeb
vollen Arbeit von Prof. Dr. Walter Gottsc
Frankfurt), der weitgehend dafir hat,
dieses m“hlndnﬂlﬂ n
Form hat kénnen und das seit langem
mnu Vorhaben schliefilich durchgefilhrt wer-
onnte,

EFR

Bllver, Danial Jeremy: Malmonldean Criticism and the
Malmonidean Controversy 1180-1840. |
1688. IX, 210 8. gr. 80. Lw. hfi. 28.—. . ven

R.J. Zwi Werblowsky, Jorusalem,

The long drawn out contro provoked by
the philosophical and doctrines of
Moses Maimonides (1185—1204) waa not only a cause
cdlébre but also & major event in the cultural
history of 13th and 14th cent. Jewry. The polemical




h

_ controversy,
recent research,
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violence engendered by, and the calibre of the
personalities engaged in, the debate -]mw that this
was more than s storm in & theologi
A new critical and mnlft-iml mmunt- of !-lfa
into account the results of
t therefore to be welcomed by
nﬂiﬂtﬂ‘mﬂdmthﬁnubm& It is, perhaps, because
the subject-matter raises such Eh pu that
Dr. Bilver's book leaves the reader with a sense of
dissatisfaction.
The book is written in & language which, across
the Atlantic, is occasionally held to be E -
in the introduction (p.1) we hear of
“roiling controversies’’ as a result of which t-hu
work of Maimonides (“whom all had ho
for his piety and Il!ﬂl'tllﬂﬁ was “bonfired"”. The
intellectual tradition of the Arabic-Jewish world
had been "‘I-'I.'-I-I!I.H-l'.'l.lppad" westward in the 12th
century which witnessed “a rash of world voya-
m’ (p. 22). Authors are said to have “edited"
(p. 30 and im) where the obvious in-
tention is to say that they wrote the works in
question. We are gaid to “"control” (i. . to possess)
texts, and the letters Q. E, D, repeatedly appear
at the i of sentences, apparently as
synonymous with “therefore”. Maimonides is said
to have “sti " when, in fact, he ruled
something in his Code, and reference iz made to
hia statements in silu (which, presumably, meana
in their context). At any rate the legal Code
Mishneh Torah {nhiuh the Karaites, we are told,
dl:lmll- ‘catalyze’’) was “elemental’’ — whatever
mean. quu-aﬂt-l}f the term “‘existential™
what would normally be described as
thamu.!nrim-umln.ﬁnuﬂhu.]’mhhmmmu-
nities. No rules of transliteration seem to have
been observed, the Hebrew letters N, 2 and ®
being transcribed indiseriminately (e.g. Zach-
renu (1), More Nebuchim, Mi Kamoha, Minhah,
Nachmanides, Halakhah, S8helocha Ma'amarim).
Alongside the SBephardi type of pronunciation we
tallis and (p. 77, n. 8) ovel.
Thﬁ'l:-u-nkdnunnt-ap to have had the benefit
f any pmu! -reading bart, Tu'meat ha-Met,
ﬂﬂhmn {for G-urtﬂn}, (p. 35), Issus Karet
.81, n.3), pidce -HI}. Fm:-:l Il-]*
!m]u b (p. 88), Em nh f-l:rsr
ru HE], Lthqulm “p p 1231
(twice nn p- 13&] “holoistic
(p. 124 t.]mnﬂlrun.fﬁwumplm only, chosen at
mﬂum. The ints and ¢ deficiencies
in order to condemn the book

sk

=l

Jmpl;
David Azulay np]%uru E. 'FB u 16th cent.
scribe Hayyim ph b.David Aszulai', On

. 139 reference is made to Abraham ibn Ezra's
ha-Hayyim. Abraham ibn Eszra wrote no
it is true that Moses of Taknu, in
ascribes this ano-
p. 114 the Sefer

such book (
his Kethab Tamsm, erro
nymous work to Ibn Ezra).

urmhmmmmmmm
otherwise unknown ha-Yevani, omitting

tnuﬁnhunt-hntﬁ.-lumhn!ﬂmmi
discussed at length, albeit in
le author

the book) has been
mﬁnmdlwhhﬁ

of this trmt On ﬂ?
is translated “'esc
Buthtmuﬂthﬁpadnnm“ﬁnmukynbﬂm
details. Dr. Silver's book has some real merits,
but it isin its merits that its weakness resides. By
giving as full as possible an aecoount of Mai-
monidean criticiem and co , Bilver haa
conclusively shown (what everybody had suspected
before) that there is no connection at all between
the halakhio criticism, by various Talmudists, of
Maimonides's Code, and the controversy sparked
off by his philosophical and theological doctrines.
Rabbinic scholare could be extremely sharp in
glosaing each other’s work (of. Zerahya ha-Levi's
Sefer ha-Ma'or and Nahmanides's Milhamoth)
without any theological aspersions. This
being so, Dir. Silver has really written two distinot
books — one ending on p. 108 and describing the
helakhic oriticiam, and one beginning on p. 109
and dealing with the theological controversy. The
two parts have really very little in -:::mmuu
except an unfortunate tendency to posit facile
peeudo-sociclogical correlations (or even causal
Lﬁhﬂﬁm} and to di the inner laws of
lakhie ic (a8 regards the Code) and the
evolution lnﬂl lg‘t.h i4th cent. Jama]h (Feisles-
geachichle { the philosophical issues.
Thus the statement (p. 83 n. 5) that by basing the
precept of ciroumecision on Lev, 12: Hmhart.hnn
on Gen. 17 Maimonides intended a cal dig
at the Muslims, simply overlooks fact that
according to the rabbinic jurists the divine law as
ven to Moses derived its authority and binding
oe from the act of divine legislation on Mount
Sinai, Bimilarly it may be doubted whether
Maimonides really sided with the "pu!.it.lmi"
uuithaﬂnh lonjian exilarch (p. 59). It
ulib]a that Maimonides, whilst
(as a-uiﬁaa

m-uuun.im at a eafe distance
dmuu:l (as & rabbinio lawyer)
the legitimao ni t-I:m claims established by the
Tl.lmu:l nnt-ha'l:ﬂhafﬂan 40: 10a, on behalf of
the Davidio 3d'lrh.inht~ha]hhhn;lln
exilarchs were held to be descendants. It is a
truism to say that Jewish thinking on the attri-
butes of and the nature of monotheism was
stimulated by Arabic philosophy and Muslim
theology. But to go on from this commonplace to
the assertion that the raunn fn:r Hn.lman.idu'i
insistence on the uotter]
“otherness’ u{lil]lﬂdmmt "inﬂm l:ln:d.
interreligious relations” seems to be an unfortunate
intrugion of 20th ocentury American n.
Bimilarly Silver's main thesis that “‘the -
monidesn controversy was a statement of fear”
(p.3) — i.e, fear by the Church's
and militant interest in Jﬂhh internal
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historical research, but so far no evidenos has been
produced to substantiate thiz thesis, To say that
:’::i!mﬁinua Wi ﬁﬁ;il (p ﬂgﬂ tw nothing at
nee every an or the I:H:lﬂt
of the faith is convinced that survival .‘F
his brand of the true doetrine, There is no u'ridm
to suggest that the participants in the Maimoni-
dean controversy actually thought in terms of a
response to a new threat to survival posed by the
new policy of the Church, Bociology and social
history are not quite that simple!

Since the second part of Dr. Silver's book ia the
more interesting one for the student of Jewish
history, it is a pity that the author limited him-
golf to the period 1180—1240. The philosophioo-
theologieal controversy began long after 1180, but
continued throughout the 13th and well into the
i4th century. One suspects that the author's
choice of his ferminus ad guem was determined by
the first climax of the Maimonidean battle — 't-'lm
burning of the Guide in 1232. Whilst this reviewer
inclines to nﬂrﬁe with Iir, Bilver that this burning
actuslly took place, one cannot help registering
surprise ﬂ.t the author's failure to discuss the
problem more fully and critically. There is no
getting around t]m akward fact that we
but one eingle testimony — and a second-hand
one at that, thongh probably reliable — to this
effect. But the really decisive events, reflected in
the Maimonidean econtroveray, belong to the
sphere of internal Jewish Geisiesgeschichde. The
timea are passed when historinne (like o.g.
Graetz) would reduce the controversy to a clash
between obscurantist Stocltalmudisten on the one
hand, and englightened philosophic minds on the
other, The suthor is aware of the fact that diffe-
rent types of religiosity were struggling within
Judaism, though I doubt whether the formula
“‘the issue was one between speculative mysticism
and religions mysticism" (p. 36) is really adequate.
The author is also aware of the significant fact
that the main protagonists in the anti-maimunist
attack were the adepts of the smerging kabbalist
achools in the Provence and in Northern Spain, T¢
fa all the more regrettable, therefore, that the
most important source for our knowledge of the
school “which grew in the shadow of the pioua
mystic R. Irano the Blind" — R. Azriel's Perush
ha-' Aggadoth (ed. Tishby, 1045) — is not mentioned
at all, and that the author was apparently unaware
ot the fact that Q. Bcholem, in his Ursprung und
Anfange der Kabbalah (1962), devoted some pene-
trating pages [pp. 358-3688) to the role of the
kabbalista in the Maimunist controversy.

These deficiencies, however, should not blind us
to the chief merit of Dr. Bilver's book which
consists in his collection (in translation) of the
main texts (glosses, epistles, polemical poems eto.)
of the controversy up to 1240. Bince not every
medievalist or historian of religion i=s also
Hebraist, the collection and translation of these
texta in one wvolume should be welcomed by
studenta of the period.

Haywood, John A.: Arable I#Ilﬂll‘lli!; Tta

and its Placo in the General History of m
Leiden: Brill 1040. VIIL, 141 8., 3 Taf,, IThh.g:rl"
Lw. hfl, 15.—, Bespr. von A. Bpitaler, Minohen.

Wir haben sine nicht ganz Anzahl von
wichtigen, =, T. sehr umfangrei nationnl-
arahischen Lexika im Druck zur Verfiigung,
fibrigens mit Ausnahme der Teiledition won
Naswin al-Himyaris S8ams al-“Ulom durch K. V.,
Zotterstéen zwar nur in orientalischen, oft un-
tiberaichtlich gedruckten, aber durchaus brauch-
baren Ausgaben. Vieles liegt jedoch noch in den
europfischen und orientalischen Bibliotheken ver-
graben, ist also praktisch unmugiinglich, anderes
ist bia auf weiteres iberhaupt verloren, Eine Ge-
schichte der arabischen Lexikographie zu schrei-
ben, ist daher bislang nur mit n Ein-
schriinkungen méglich. Den ersten Versuch, ihre
Entwicklung zu skizzieren hat F. Krenkow in
T]i_nam ﬂi‘t ::il:im?ln AufﬁtsETha Beginnings of

abic Lexicographv in JRAB, Contenary Supple-
ment 1024, 225-270 gemacht. Auf ihm weiter-
bauend begann J. Kraemer in Oriens VI (1953)
202238 seine Studien zur altarabischen Texiko-
graphie, die iber eine sehr gehaltvolle chrono-
logisch geordnete Zusammenstellung der wich-
tigsten arabischen Lexikographen und ihrer Werke
biz zum Thag al-' Arfis hinauszufithren ihn leider sin
vorgeitiper Tod verhinderte. Dann erschien 1956 in
Kaire eine Studie wvon 'Abdallih Darwis, al-
Ma'igim al-"Arablya ma's ‘tink' hfiss li-Muo'fam
al-'Ain li-I-Halll ibn Ahmad, und im gleichen Jahr
schrieb Ahmad "Abd al-Gafir "Attdr aus AnlaB der
von ihm veranstalteten filnfbindigen Neususgabe
von Gaunharis 8ihah eine fiber 200 Seiten starke
(allerdings recht raumverschwendend pedruckte)
Einleitung, die weitliufic anch die Geachichte der
arabischen Lexikographie bis zum 8ihih (und
dessen Nachwirkungen) behandelt,

1960 nun brachts John A. Haywood, Lacturer in
Arabio an der Universitit Durham daa hier zu be-
sprechende 141 Beiten umfassende Buch iiber die
Geachichte der arabischen Lexikographie und ihre
Btellung in der allremeinen Geschichte der Lexiko-
graphie herans, Haywood bekennt sich als tail-
weise der Arbeit von Darwis verpflichtet, die er
@in pioneer work nennt (. 10), er hat aich abar
auch selbstiindig in der Primiir- und Sekundir-
literatur umgeschen!, wie die Bibliographie p. 133

i Ein.fn wichtige, z. T. neusrs Textausgaben
soheinen Haywood unbekannt goblieben zu esin. So
erwihnit or 44" nur die (1858 von "Abd as-Salim
Hirfin he } EKairenar Aunsgaba von b. Duraids
K. al-Thtiafq, abor nicht Wilstenfalds Ersta von
1854, 108 gzitiort er nur den undatiorten Kalrenor
Druok dea Thn Ya'l, chne luf Jl.]‘l.m Ausgabo 1882
hin {RRA hinzuwelsen, von der {brigens ersterer nur ﬂii'l,
waonn auch mit sinermn handlichen vd- K ommen
vorsshaner, Wachdrick ist. Von w
kmntnmmmrmurdmﬂmm&h
dea, nicht nber hindige Gesamtausgabe von
B e i Bottstanta von ter
nur Sachans unvo von
“'t':l'hl ﬁ;mﬁ. nicht aber dis ji.lrl:l‘l:- mthlhr“ﬂhﬂ.
von A. M. Bakir Kairo il:-l!nl Fernor 1iBt sioh
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God who acts, to wit: creation, and reward and
ment—in this world or in the wﬂw to-come. One finds this mm
literature as well as in Ghazzalis Destruction of the Philosophers and
in the Paris condemnation of Siger of Brabant.

Two phases in the religious histﬂr:.r of Israel in which these

lems came to the fore have been treated in two recent im nt scholarly
works.®* The one is the first I:ﬂ“mle of the Maimonidean controversy,

ml]'ﬂ.cd by I%n;_:_l Jeremy in Maimonidean Cril and the
Maimaonidean mn? i{%ﬂiﬂ;thtmhﬂuﬁﬁ‘ﬁ pan-
ish Marranism from the late fourteenth to the early sixteenth centuries,
dealt with by B. Netanyahu in The Marranos of Spain.

I

THE IMBROGLIO KNOWN As the Maimonidean controversy, which flared
in the Near East and on the European continent, has been in need of
careful restudy for some time. Th;lpnnupa] issue—that of the prnpm:tjr
of the study n.mlphﬂ course, been treated extensively in
monographs general historical works, Yet other issues of consider-
able importance have been neglected or glosed over,

The controversy has, for one thing, been discussed from a somewhat
parochial point of view. The Midi and its contiguous areas, the major
theater of action, were embroiled, at the time, in a battle over not only
Averroistic tendencies within Christianity but also over the Emhar[lt
heresy which set itself against the Catholic Church, introduci
oriental dualism in the place of orthodox monotheism. This rebe lmn
grew to such ions that neither disputation nor awte-da-fé could
contain it, and a full crusade against the heretics was instituted which
had important political as well as religious implications. Both Judaism
and Christianity knew of the internal dissensions within the ranks of
the other, and it may safely be said that the sensitivity of the Roman
Church to heres ul' lll kimds in this period lent the controversy over
the -mtuﬁdnf aimonides an importance which it otherwise might
not have

Dr. Silver has undertakén an analysis of this one among other
asptm of this chapter in Jewish history. In so doing he has had to come

ps with some tenacious but rather facile generalizations consistent
1 -;H.u:ld. in the literature on the subject. P:rh:e: the chiefl of these is
IIK notion that two distinct camps, one of enlightened rationalists, the
other of benighted obscurantists, stood :mwg against each other in
battle. In elucidating this point, the author has succeeded in d.r:wing
a better character-portrait of the anatagonists than has been done in
the past. Recognizing that “the tendency within Jewish life has been
to avoid bi y and to argue the logical rather than the emotional
issue”™ (p. 185), he demonstrates that anti-Maimonideans were not
obscurantists who were hostile to rationalist learning, but rather that
they had their own intellectual tradition, different that of their
antagonists, In this manner, he has shown that the terms “rationalist”

* Maimonidean Critichim and the Maimonidean Comtroversy, 1180-1240. By Daniel
Jeremy Silver. 8. J. Brill, Leiden 1965,

The Marranos of Spain. By B. Netanyahu. American Academy for Jewish Research,
New York 1088,
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and “anti-rationalist” are hardly applicable. The one side maintained
an Aristotelian tradition as developed by Maimonides, while the other
represented “not the absence of phi but another m;t,hnphic
tradition largely neo-Platonic . . . " (p. ﬂﬁﬁgn int of as the
author indicates, the leaders of the ant-M were members
of the nascent school of Kabbalists which then appeared in Catalonia
apd Languedoc. This fact, which has been documented by Gershom
Scholem in his Ursprung und Anfinge der Kabbala, an expansion of
his earlier Beginning of the Kabbalah (Hebrew) of which Dr. Silver
has made use, might have been further by the author. A
fuller study of the historical and ideological role of the Kabbalah in
the controversy in general, as well as some consideration of a figure
such as Jacob L:n t, might have helped to round out the picture
somewhat. In addition, while the author correctly discerns that wwo
traditions, the Aristotelian and the proto-Kabbalistic neo-Platonic, were
operative, the distinction between two may not be quite accurate.
It cannot be maintained that, according to the latter, “the Bible pre.
sumes God's otherness, not the negation of all attributes implicit in the
philosophic category of Pure Existence™ (p. 162). Explaining or ex-
plaining away of divine attributes was as much the concern of one tradi-
tion as it was of the other,

A second important question raised by Dr. Silver concerns the
episode of the betrayal of the Guide for the Perplexed to the Christian
ecclesiastical authorities. In this act, one can see the makings of an
informal but nonetheless real Jewish inquisition, which “relaxed” a
heretical work to the Inguisition of the Roman Church for lack of
formal machinery of its own. This act, with all its overtones of mal-
shinut (informing), is serious enough; it is, to the author, almost in-
comprehensible w ascribed to such fgures as R. Solomon ben Ab-
raham, R. David ben Saul, and especially R. Jonah ben Abraham
Gernodi. Their alleged responsibility for this act, based on the testimony
of R. David Kimhi, has generally gone unquestioned. Dr. Silver If::c
sents some very cogent ments concerning the character of t
three men which would make it appear quite unlikely that they would
have engaged in such activity. In addition to serving as character wit-
ness, the author also opposes the testimony of David Kimhi with that
of the chronicle of Abraham and Judah Hisdai, which attributes
the act to certain unnamed “people” (anashim). For this reason, Kimhi's
I:urlm-nn'r, which was second-hand, is held to be unreliable, thereby
exonerating R, Solomon and his dim;fdﬂ. Concerning this conclusion,
it may be observed that, while the testimony of Ki is not confirmed
by the Bene Hisdai document, neither is it conclusively refuted. (CI. Y.
Baer, Toledot hayehudim bi-sefarad ha-notzrit, p. ., n. 60.) The
fact that the princi invo were and saintly men does not
preclude the possibility that would have recourse to non-Jewish
authorities. Such occurrences are known to have taken place in Eastern
Eum in controversies between the Hasidim and ir opponents.
Fu , it would appear that the profound grief felt by R. Jonah
Gerondi, which him to go on pilgrimage to the Holy Land and

rostrate himself on Maimonides’ grave, may well have been prompted
Ey an act of a rather serious nature such as the one in question.

Nevertheless, the concusion reached by the author in this matter
is significant in the light of his atempt to prove his contention that
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“Maimonides was the conlext of the quarrel, not its content™ (p. 178),
for he demonstrates that all the scholars involved, in either party,
evinced profound respect for Maimonides personally. In this connec-
tion, Dr. Silver has surveyed the place of the Mishneh Torah and Hala.
chic criticism of Maimonides in the conflict. The notion that criticism
of Maimonides the Halachist stems from hostility towards Maimonides
the philosopher has little more than hoariness to support it. Relyving
ﬁﬁncipllh' on the wrid of two masters, Moses ha-Kohen and R.
braham ben David, Dr. Silver correctly demonstrates the general ob-
jectivity of their criticism of the Mishneh Torah, which was not one
of the factors in “that Kulturkampf which historians label the Mai-
monidean controversy.” It might be suggested, however, that the author
could have made more constructive use of the studies of Isadore
Tmtu:n_mlr.y,, which represent the most recent stage of scholarship on this
su
F&nLu: minor questions may be raised concerning this volume, Firstly,
the author's statement that Maimonides’ introduction to his comment-
ary on Perek Helek is never mentionéd in the literature of the period
the controversy 82) may be doubted. Nahmanides at the end of
the Sha'ar ha-gemu ;ﬂucnt y made some use of it. Secondly, David
Kimhi was not a translator (p. 100), alth his father was; nor is
there evidence that he tried o “win over” Nahmanides (p. 175).

I

THE PROBLEM OF SPANISH MARRANISM HAS, to a greater degree than that
of the Maimonidean controversy, prompted a continuous discussion in
scholarly literature. Recent trends in that literature, especially those
originating in Spain, have had as their object the vindication of the
Spanish Inquisition and the consequent condemnation of the Marranos,
ese ¢ es in themselves represent a reaction to the negative
attitude of the great American historian H. C. Lea, as well as to the
wrili of the nineteenth-century afranceésade Llorente, who imputed
tm';:ﬁng he considered negative in Spanish civilization to the Inqguisi-
tion and attributed the existence of the latter to greed for the money
of its victims. To controvert this point of view, such writers as Nicolas
Lopexr Martinez, like their German predecessors Schaefer and Baum.
garten, saw a treacherous Fifth Column among the Marranos, Thus the
el puh:gm de los conversos (the Marrano ) is not infrequent
in their writi and every heterodoxy, including Lutheranism, is laid
at the feet of the Marranos, while is lent to all I“l!gﬂl' ewish
atrocities. Jewish scholars, too, from quite a different standpoint, of
course, have concurred in the verdict on the Inquisition. Fore-
most among them is the nguished Israeli scholar Yitthak Baer,
whose view as cited by Netanyahu is that "conversos and Jews were one
peofile, bound together by ties of religion, and fate, l.nd menilnll:: hup_:."‘
Prof. Netanyahu's volume attempts a reconsideration of this entire
problem in the t of a careful examination of references to the con-
versos in Hebrew sources from the last decade of the fourteenth cent
thm the period following the Expulsion. The author has concern
himself with re?oma. ph ical and polemical writings, and homi-
letic and exegetical literature. On the basis of the statements in this
literature concerning the Marranos, he concludes, as he did in his
volume on Isaac Abarbanel,
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that 1) “the overwhelming majority of the Marranos™ at the time of

ﬂmlbﬂlhmtma{ﬂmln? nm‘tnnt]mhul “detached from

Judaism,” or rather, : mnre clearly, Christians; 2) that in seeking

o identify the whole thlmtjgﬁihh:ru}rthn

Spanith 'E uisition was nﬁl hl.'h a fGction; and 5) that “it was
al

driven o tion tred and itical considerations
rather than by : gious zeal.” (p. B Fﬂl

To ¢ his thesis, the author has brought to bear has consider-
able erudition and command of the pertinent sources, Expecting, “apart
from fair criticism, that opposition which seems to be a part of every

new idea” (p. 6), he demonstrates his awareness of the complexities
ut’ the problem 'I:-',r anticipating a number of possible objections to his
thesis. In surveyi ng the author’s presentation, it might be well to review
some nf these objections and his own approach to them,

Perhaps the most critical issue is the nature of the evidence cited.
Concerning this, Prof. Netanyahu remarks;

. - - we have gathered by deduction the course followed by Marranism
after the “second decade,” and to Ihes extent we relied here on what
may be regarded as indirect evidence, Does the philosophic and polemic
literature also offer us direct evidence on the developments in later
period? Since we now enter the realm of elusive Ia , deliberate]
cun:ilrd or lic, our answer must bhe
rut.-n*:d We find no additional statements in this literature that
refer to the Marranos . ., . in a dlear and open manner. We do find in
it, however, a number of assertions, views and data concerning “heretia”
converts and conversionist agitation which, in our opinion. can be safely
construed as referring to the Marrano camp, or to pars thereof. However
veiled, ambiguous and incomplete, these statemeénts reflect views and
conditions that offer some answer to the question posed above. (p. 121 #)

The question which the author raisés concerning the philosophic
and polemical literature may be extended to the other genres with
which the author has dealt as well. The indirect character of the evi-
dence, especially in the responsa, is evident, since several of the authori-
ties 1 outside of Spain and were not familiar with the problem
directly, A second difficulty is the fact that this literature is not without
its intermal contradictions.

Much is made of the fact, for example, that Solomon Duran would
not accept the testimony of a Marrano concerning matters of ritual
law, since “today when all of them wiolale the &“Lm Pubi'wb [even
when left to themselves], they should not be trusted at all” (p. 49) . Now,
whﬂe Rashbash lppll‘ﬂlﬂ'f reports Sabbath desecration as an established

the situation directly, his son Zemah, 'ﬂhtl

Hajnm gamu.-d the im that there were still ‘many
Marranos who preserve laws of Sabbath'™ (p. 51). Furl;hﬂrm'ﬁ
bash himself ﬂunulu Marranos “whose hearts are towards Heaven" (see

lo\zm:l who were concerned about Passover observance. It is possi-
able that there were then those who were lax in Sabbath observance but
strict with respect to leaven on Passover, in which case, as today, Sabbath
observance would not be the sine qua non for recognition as a faithful
Jew. Or it might be that Rash had simply overgeneralized in his
statément concerning Sabbath observance, In either case, his statement
comes into direct conflict with the testimony of the Marranos found
in the inquisitorial records. According to l.ht latter, the Sabbath was




241 Biwven (Daniel Jeremy),
Malmonldean Criticlsm and the Malmo-
nidean Controversy (1180-1340). (La
tique de Malmonide et la ocontroverse
Malmonide). Leyde, Brill, 1005, 310 p.
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only two: one on page 158 (“earth ™ instead of “air") and one on
page 360 (“ theologieal * instead of “ teleologieal ™).
Feux M. Cieve

The New Bechool for Boolal Research,
New York, New York.

Maimonidean Criticism end the Maimonidean Controversy: 1180-
1240. By Daniel Jeremy Silver, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1965.
Pp. 219, with index. Apply.

The burning of Maimonides' works at Montpellier in 1232 serves
as the foeal point of this study. Although Maimonides was highly
respected by his friends and his foes in the Jewish community, it was
believed that someone within that community had dencunced his work
to the Christian autboritics. Bilver's book tries to make this evenl
understandable by giving an necount of the intelloctual and religious
milien within which it ceeurred.

After a brief report of the attitade of the Christian Chureh towards
the Jews in the 13th century, the author summarizes the life and works
of Moges Maimanides and shows that Maimonides' fame was founded
upon his Mishweh Torah, a monumental compendium of Hebrew law.
The controversy which is designated by his name was not, the author
insists, over Maimonides bimself — but only over Maimonides as a
symbol of the union of Hebrew thought with Greek and Arabian
learning.

In most of the chapters which follow, Silver develops in great detadl
the problem of faithand reason as it was encountered in the Jewish
community of the middle ages. The Jews of the Near East lived and
were educated amidst the religious and intellectunl atmosphers of the
Moslems. Bome of Maimonides' diseussions dealt with points on which
the Islamic world tonched the Jews. When, about 1200, the sophisticatad
Arab-Hebrew philosophie tradition began to penetrate western Europe,
it posed u threat to the Jews who, deeply immersed in their religious
tradiiion, wished above all to safeguard their faith Disenssions on
Jewish law and on the doetrine of the resarrection reflected two
opposing attitodes,

Silver stleets as symbols of the two coltures among thirteenth century
Jows, Moses ben Hisdai, who relied on revelalion, and Bamuel ibn
Tibbon, who esteemed reason and Arabie learning. To both of these
men faith was important, but some Jews of Spanish and Provengal
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origin who were not greatly concerned about faith, invoked the
authority of Maimonides in support of their rationalistie position,
Silver thinks that it was these “ restless ones™ who precipitated the
controversy.

The chapter on the actual controversy treats of the three men,
SBolomon b, Abraham, David b. Saul, and Jonah b, Abraham Gerundi,
who were thought to have denounced Maimonides' work to the Christian
anthorities. The author cites evidenee to show that no one of them
conld have been the aetual informer. Bolomon and Jonah had, however,
songht a ban against the publie study of the philosophical works of
Maimonides, and this provoked a eounterban against all who interfered
in such study. Many of the Jews were disiressed at the open display
of their internal disputes before the Christian eommunity. They
worried “lest the Torah be split in two,” and stressed the need of
reestablishing unity,

Silver's book does not provide many positive facts about the burning
of Maimonides' Fuide since some of these faets are beyond historieal
recall. Nor does the book deal mainly with an exposition of Maimonides'
views since Maimonides was “ not the comfeni of the quarrel.” Rather,
it shows that there would have been no controversy if western European
Jewish life had been culturally of one picee and if the waning faith of
some of the Jews had not been of great eoncern to the larger Jewish
communily. The principal eontribution of this study, then, lies in ils
dosumented account of the efforts of mediseval Jews to preserve their
faith in the presence of Greek and Arabian philosophy. The student
who has met n similar problem of faith and reason in the history of
thirteen eentury Christian thought should find this work of special
interest,

Two suggestions might be appropriate here. The author of the book
refers to “the anonymous Parmman Traclatus De Erroribuz Philoso-
phorum Anstolelis, Averrowe, Avicennae, Algacselis, Alkindi, #f Rabli
Moysis ” (pp. 14-15). He seema to be unaware that this treatise has
been definitely attributed to Giles of Rome, He might wish to add to
his bibliography the volume econtmining the eritieal text of Giles'
Errores Philosophorum, edited by Josef Koch and translated by John
0. Riedl (Marquette University Press, 1844). He might also wish to
list the recent English translation of Maimonides' Guide of the Per-
plexed by Ehlomo Pines (University of Chicago Press, 1863),

Bramuice H. ZxoLen
Margueite Umiversity,
Miuwaukes, Wisoonn.
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D. ] Silver: Mamonldean CrAvicism and the Maimonidean Conrroversy, [180-1240
1. G. Brill, Leiden, 1965, 219 pp.
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vl SUAAMARITS

The new citalions were extracted from the translaiions of the talmudic text proper.
Although they have neither been singled oul as commentancs, nor has the “Swlomonis’”
epithet been applied to them, their relation to the source of the extant Rashi Commen-
tary is readily discerned, even afier a cursory study, It may thus be shown that the Latin
translator not only quoted Rashi verbatim, but actually based his tramslation on the
Rashi Commentary.

In a short survey of M citations from Rashis Commentary on Helek, quoted by
Raimundus Marmini in his Pugio Fidei, the author has arnved at the conclusion that

from 3 general standpoint, no major difference is to be noted between these comment-
tanes and those {ound n the Pars manuscnpt.

BOOK REVIEW

D. 1. SILVER'S MAIMONIDEAN CRITICISM AND
MAIMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY

by J. Dan (pp. 195-300)




%E].Eﬂﬂl — PUBLISHER - LEIDEN

MAIMONIDEAN CRITICISM
AND THE
MAIMONIDEAN CONTROVERSY

1180-1240

e

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER
cloth $7.50

Some 40 years after Maimonides' death, the “Guide To The Per-
plexed” and the “Sefer ha-Mada” were condemned by an Episcopal
Inquisition to the bon fire. Tradition tells that these volumes had been
denounced to the Church by some Jewish leaders. This study presents
a systematic investigation of Maimonidean criticism, debate and con-
troversy preceding this burning of the books.

Contemporary Jewish reaction to Maimonides' classic synthesis of
faith and reason was many-sided and the debate and the critdcism and
the personalities are analyzed and a continuous presentation of the
events is made.

The controversy is found to be full of paradox. Despite its historical
title the Maimonidean controversy was not a debate over Maimonides,
Both antagonist and defender praised him. It must be seen primarily
as a statement of the varying cultural and political conditions under
which the widelyseparated Jewish communities of the early 13th cen-
wry existed. What was a functional approach to law and the wadi.
tion in Egypt seemed irrelevant in France and, to some in the Provence,
actually dangerous, Besides a systematic presentation of the literature
and the dispute the author has drawn the cultural tone of these vari.
ous communities. Not the least interesting element of this study is his
conclusion that the three leaders whom history has convicted of de-
nouncing the "Guide” were, in fact, innocent of that crime.

E e ———————— A e B i Y L L e

[ Enclosed please find my check in the amount of §7.50 for the pur-
chase of Dr. Silver's book "Maimonidean Criticism and the Mai-
monidean Controversy”™.

Name

Address

[ 1 should like to have the book inscribed:
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Jacoh I. []II:'I'II‘I-!.E
15 East 71 Street
New Tﬂrk, New York 10021

February 16, 1978

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver

Dear Dr. S8ilver:

I am editing & volume for KTAV PUBLISHING
HOUSE on the Maimonidean concept of Resurrection
and would like permission to reprint your ex-
cellent chapter on this subject from Maimonidean
Criticism, pp 108-135.

As 1 am not granted any funds for reprinting
copyrighted materials, can you perhaps see to it
that Brill will not charge me for their permission.

With many thanks,

Sincerely,
>L iy

£ T 2
(Prof) Jacob I. Diegstag




March 7, 1978

E‘l :l BI'H.I
Postrekening 13921
Leiden, Holland

GCentlemen:

The enclosed is self-explanatory. [ hope youn can grant
Professor Dienstag the permission he requires.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver
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N.V. EEEKHJ;{HDEL EN DRUKKERI]J V[/H EJ BRILL remEen

adres: Oude Rijn 332
telefoon (oy1) 146648
telex 33129

Directie VER/EH/259-78 LEIDEN, March 30th, 1978

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver, Rabbi
The Temple University at

Silver Park

CLEVELAND, Ohio 44106

U.S5.A.

Dear Dr. Silver,

I herewith refer to your letter of 7 March 1978. I confirm that
we shall give Professor Dienstag the authorization he requires

Trusting this confirmation will serve you, I am,

yours sincerely,

N.V. Boekhandel & Drukkeri j
voorheen E.J. Brill, Leiden

General Secretary

H. R. LEIDEN NR. 12
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April 5, 1978

De. Jacob L. Dienstag
15 East 7l Street
New York, MN.¥Y. 10021

Dear Dr., Dienstapg:

Following up on your letter of February 15, I am en=
closing the permisgion [rom Brill which you requested,
I would ask only that you send me a copy of the book
when it is completed. I look forward to having it in

my library.

Sincerely,

Daniel Jeremy Silver




Jacob 1. Dimnuﬂ
15 East 71 Street
New York, New York 10021

April 12, 1978

Dr. Daniel Jeremy Silver

THE TEMPLE

University Circle at Silver Park
Cleveland, OChio 44106

Dear Dr. Silver:

Thank you for your letter of April 5th with the
enclosed permission by Brill to reprint the chapter
on Resurrection from yvour book.

The title of the volume will probably be,
Eschatology in Maimonidean Thought and will appear in
the BIBLIOTHECA MAIMONIDICA series which I am editing
for KTAV. The introduction and up-to-date bibliography
on this theme, will, I hope, make this compilation a
worthwhile reference book.

A copy of this volume will be sent to you as soon
as it will be published.

With best wishes for a Hag Sameah, I am,
Sincerely,

! rli'\—""- -|' : .
(Prof.) “hf{h’
Jacob 1. Dienstag

P.5. I dictated this letter on the 5th jﬁ? of Nissan. incident

Congratulations and best wishes on reaching the half-century
mark - ad meah veesriml






