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Silver. Daniel Jeremy. 
The Story of Scripture: From Oral 
Tradition to the Written Word. 
rBasic Bks. May 1990. c.320p. bibliog. 
7ndex. LC 89-43096. ISBN 0-465-
08205-X . s2i.9s. R£L 

Silver, author of several work~ on the his
tory of Judaism, has _here wnttc_n ~
troversial but interesting and lucid anal,.¥
sis of .the dcveiomcnt of scnpture m 
Jmtaism. Pointing out that the truly cre
afive-period in each of the major W~stern 
religions was in its pre-written scnpture 
period, he argues that "some scriptu~ 
material is neither high minded nor signifi
cant." Silver analyzes the emergenc~ of 
scripture in relation t~ the sp~ad of hter
ate society and descnbcs the amportan~e 
of the development of the alphabet to this 
phenomenon. Using archat.'.>logy and the 
history of culture and ci,·~ization to. but
tress his views, he examines the diffe~
ences between the first scripture, the Ba
ble, and the second, the Talmud-aJ~o 
showing how the scriptures of bo~h ~hns
tianity and Islam dcv~lope~ s1m1!arly. 
Recommended to libranes wath an inter
est in Jewish studies and comparative reli
gion.-Maurice S. Tuchman, Hebrew 
Coll. Lib., Brookline, Mass. 

Porter. Rosalie Pedalino. Forked Tonpe: 
The Politics of Bilingual Education. 

Basic Bks, 1990 ~.288p. index. LC 89-
,# 43088. ISBN 0-465-02487-4. $22.95. ED 
This book provides a well-documented 
description and criticism of the 20:Yeat 
bahngual educataon movement an the Onit
ea'Sfates and cert am foreign countries. 
Porter draws on her own expenence as a 
language minority student and teacher of 
bilingual education to provide a serious 
and sometimes opinionated look at the 
programs in the public schools. Noting 
that ··extreme positions are the rule rath
er than the exception in the bilingual de
bate,·· she discusses both sides of the is
sue and proposes the inclusion of 
alternative programs and r:1orc attention 
to individual student need:,. Several chap
ters are devoted to the r~litical climate of 
bilingual education aaid the assumptions 
behind it. which she claims are erroneous. 
This is an important book that is bound to 
be controversial. Recommended for pub
he and academic Hbraries.-Sharon L. 
Bostick, Univ. of Toledo Lib., Ohio 



10 EAST 53rd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

May 24, 1990 

Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland, OH 44122 

Dear Mrs. Silver, 

BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

(212) 207-7057 

Enclosed is a review of The Story of Scripture from 
the Library Journal of May 15, 1990. 

Sincerely, __ / .,..,;-
--:~~ ·'/ 

~~~ 
John Carey 
Assistant to Steve Fraser 



r t Jonathan, 

I'm so h ppy that you wer er hen d's book arrived. I'v tak n re t pl a ur 
fromhavin it, n now I'm ett·n even or pl sur from sendin on the f w copi 
I h veto p ople ho will feel s I do-- icha 1 nd Sarh, y, Philip, ddy (to 
vhom I will take a copy this we k nd when I v·s t for his birthday). Th Templ 's 
pro ram on Friday, July 6, is set: Peter chinist will talk, with so e tho ghts 
tentatively titled "The abbi-Scholar: Jewish Tradition"; I will h ve dinner for 
the family--and Peter nd his wif Alice, plus Rosi an her husband, since a T mple 
rabbi is always included in such evenings; I hope that ichael and eborah wil erve 
as "hosts" that night at the program at the Branch, which mens that Deborah will y 
th blessin over the candles and ichael over the wine, and then introduce eter; 
and there will be an Oneg Shah at after the pro ram. You can readily ima in that 
th Friday night after July 4th is not going to find a huge number of peopl in town, 
but I hope that at least those who are here will try to come. I'd like for this book 
of Dad's, which was such a triumph of his will over 11 that confronted him, ts s 
full measure of attention, credit, praise. The woman n char e of marketing at Basic 
Books, Lois Shapiro, has been-at least in phone converstions-very enthusiastic; she 
ba an her career at World Publishing, an old Cleveland outfit lon since taken over 
by Simon & Schuster, so she feels some pesonal link as well as a professional one. 
I certainly hope to take a copy to Ne York to the National Foundat,on board meetin, 
and while in ew York to meet Lois Shapiro. If you have any ideas or tactics you'd 
like to suggest to me, please dot 

The visit you and Richard paid me was fun, as well as enlightening. I hope that Richard 
ill prove as absolutely reliable and pr,ompt in his record-keeping as in everything 

else. I'm looking forward to the memo he promi d to write, summarizing our con
verstion, oals, and plans. nd maybe, once th 19 9 taxes, the Harvard book arran 
ments, the final thank-yous to the Rabbis who have written and made contribuitons in 
Dad's memory, and now the book pro tion, ~ h nd me, I can eegin to learn som -
thing about finances, specifically my own. I' very grateful to you for your willingne s 
to guide me and take ultimate re ponsibility or all this money. I hope th t eventually 
yours will be penultimate and I will feel c able of making the ultimate--but I 
readily acknowled e that' lon way off. Until then,please keep m trying to 1 arn 

nd don't let me fall into the dependency I inflicted on Dad. Poor dear, hew 
alway trying to teach me, to make me undersand what was what and where v rything 
was, but y eyes always glazed over. I don't hav~or, I think, want-th t luxury 
now,so don't tangle it in front of me by your generosity and competence. 

Speaking of money, I'm enclosin a copy of the Art useum's most recent traasact ons. 
Yes, of course, these are confidential, co n to D d only becaus he was on the 
financ committe. I've always tossed them out, but it finally occurr d to me th t 
these decisions for the fuseum may have some merit for me. If these contin e to 
come--and I don't khe when they will fin lly cea e--shall I send them on to you? 
And ould you like to hear bout some of the local thins that I hear flo te? We 
all seem d to ree that local possibil ties ould be potent ally useful invest ent, 
so I can mention som thing call d . ~ ulman Co, as th ·rst th t has pene~r ted: 
·t's not a "discovery"--·n fact, I think it's already one fo the Fortune 500-but 
it' a pany C rol and rv know well (one of hr uncles w s the . Schul an) nd 
that Elliot Sehl n ha be n very highly recomm ndin. David J ck on was here for 
lunch one d y this we k nd t lk d with me about h hopes fo company; he a OT 
skin m to nv t but only reportin bout hi pro ress. He had come to town to talk 

with a man, for r board me er or pre iden t t. Sina· with who D vid h d worked 
whiee here, bout more inve tors, at 50,000 per unit, with prorni for cond 

50,000 when som R&D had been achieved. Th t's cl arly larger investment th n we'd 
t lk d about for , but thou ht you mi ht like to know that's wh re D v di nd 
what he' try n to accomplish. y the way, on the ubject of money: Pt r' company 
Pro rs ive, is now doin bett r than it w s, peci 1 y inc Al L rn rt k vo r th 
inv tm nt nd of it. ould that b u ful nt for t r you or m? 



-
I'm also going to include in this envelope a draft of a letter I want to send to 
Henry Rossoveky. It seems to me approriate that I should write, again, to thank 
him for his willingness to undertake this process with you and Ray, and to let him 
know whet my thoughts are. If you have any comments at all, I would like to have 
them before I complete the draft, edit it, and mail it. I'm sending to Sam Xarff 
a duplicate of this draft, so that his judgment will be incoprorated; after all, there 
may be some aspects of this that the rabbinate itself would have good ideas or 
intelligent reservations about. And I think I will also send one to David Ruderman, 
in part out of courtesy to his very thoughtful and sincere efforts to inform our 
thinking at the outset, in part to keep him involved in some way, eevan though his 
position at Yale may mean .he'll have no say in anything that happens; he is a more 
aggressive and ambitious person than Peter Machinist, more openly emotional as well, 
and I hope he will continue to feel the ties to us that he and Dad felt for each 
other. Once I have those observations back, I'll send a final letter to Henry, 
with copies to you and Ray. 

I hope this past weekend was wonderfully relaxing for you and Tina, trhat the house 
and compound seemed all you'd hoped they would be, that New York felt a million 
miles away! 

Speaking of New York: I hope that you and Tina can have dinner with me in New 
York, probably on Tuesday night as our best bet. (You're to be in Washington, as 
I recall, tlllll two nights previously, and if Ray's letter to Henry Zucker •ignals a 
Thursday morning meeting here in Clevealnd, you may not be in NY on the Wednesday 
night) This all refers to the first week in June -•4th through 7th. My present 
plan is to return to Cleveland at the end of the day Thursday, just in time for 
a dinner party Thursday night, but it seems to me far wiser, if your Thursday morning 
meeting is really taking place, and if you go from here to Boston for your meeting 
on Friday morning with Henry and Hup,h, that for me to return midday so that we can 
have a little time to talk between those two meetings. I'm absolutly prepared to do 
that, but you have to focus for am6nute on the way you want to spend your Thursaay 
afternoon and what makes the most sense for us as you prepare for the Harvard meeting. 
Please let me know. 

Much love to you and Tina-I'll be eager to talk with you after you receive this. 
Thank you again for everything you do and are. · 

fl r, I I 
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy S1lver's Last Book 

. . . July 6, 1990 . .. ... ,. ... 

Dr. Peter Machinist l 
I 

·J. .• I 
~;;;:;;;;i~ ......... ....___,,,,, I 

■ Dr. Peter Machlnl11t our July First Friday pea~ wltl 1;iik oiltabbl' 
Daniel leNmY SUver'1 last book. tA, 11-, oJ M,111rr. 1rom Orol 
TrotlitlOII IO IM Wrillffl Word to be pubtl1hed late June. Dr. M1chl11lsl. \ Assoclatc Profeasor of Blblloal and Ancient Studle1 at the Unlvcnlty : 
or Michlaa, will btcome Proteuor of Near Ea11em Lanau•1e1 and Ctvillzatfon, at Harvard In January, 1991. His topic Will l,t .. The 
Scholar-Rabbi and Scdpturo In the Jewlth tradldon." 

■ FlrstPriday proa,ams an trot and opon 10 the public. but reservations arc neoc11a,r. Call the Temple Branch at ll l•J2is. 
■ An On•a 8habl>at will follow the proaram. • 
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Richard A. Zellner 

Mrs. Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge 

June 9, 1990 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Adele: 

I happened to be reading a volume entitled 
Critical studies in American Jewish History, published 
in 1971, that I bought at a book sale. The volume 
included an essay by Leon I. Feuer in which he 
reminisced about Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. The essay 
evidently first appeared in 1967. 

I do not know whether you are familiar with the 
essay. In the event you have not seen it, I thought 
you might enjoy it. 

Since I know that Tom Mann would also enjoy 
reading it, I am sending a copy to him as well. 

Best regards. 

RAZ/jdj 
cc: Thomas A. Mann 
Enclosure 

Richard A. Zellner 

800 National City E. 6th Bulldlng 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
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JORDAN C. BAND 

Ms. Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 

900 IIOND COUIIT ■UILDINGI 

CLEVELAND 44114 

218/821-8400 

June 13, 1990 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Adele: 

Alice and I were delighted with your 
invitation to attend the First Friday lecture of 
Dr. Machinist on July 6 at The Temple. 

Unfortunately, we will both be out of the 
city at that time. We are planning a week's trip to 
the Pacific Northwest in honor of Alice's 
"milestone" birthday. 

Thank you very much for having thought of 
us. I hope that the event will be a satisfying and 
enjoyable one for you and the Silver family. 

Sincerely, 

. Band 

JCB/rh 



Mrs. Joseph E. Adams 
3031 Manchester Road 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122 
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Historic Shaker Square in Cleveland, 
Sketch by Eleanor Shankland. 
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SOUTHGATE MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
20990 Libby Road 

Maple Heights, Ohio 44137 
(216) 663-3850 



From the desk of. 

MARTHA TRIPI 

June 19, 1990 

TO: ALICE LICKER 
RE: FIRST FRIDAY JULY 6 

Mrs. Silver is going to take care of the flowers 
for First Friday when Dr. Peter Machinist is here 
to speak on Rabbi Silver's last book. 

I have advised her to send them to your attention 
so that they will be properly channeled and used 
for their intended purpose. I also advised Mrs. 
Silver to have them delivered before 4:00. Please 
be sure the air-conditioning is left on. The flowers 
are ~oming from Segelin's. 

If it is necessary to make any changes, kindly 
notify Mrs. Silver. Thanks. 

cc: Adele Silver 
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oJJeuisb Life 
in Clet'eland 

TltE JEwislt CoMMUNiTy F EdERATioN of CLEvEIANd 
17~0 EUCLID AVENUE• CLEVELAND, OHIO 4411~ • PHONE (216) ~66,9200 •FAX# (216) 861,12}0 

June 19, 1990 

Mrs. Daniel Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 

Dear Adele: 

Thank you for your kind note and invitation to the First 
Friday on July 6. I have put it on my calendar and have 
every intention of being there. 

I knew that Eldon would be calling you. It appears that 
we're going to pursue our search in a very deliberative 
fashion, not jumping too quickly at what is available. I 
suspect that Eldon will try to get us together over the 
summer. 

It was very nice hearing from you, and I look forward to 
seeing you when I return from Israel at the First Friday 
occasion. 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

S ephen H. Hoffman 
xecutive Vice President 

SHH :gc 
B ! : 26A 

PRHidENT • MAx R. FRiEdMAN • VicE,PREsidENTs • RohERT SilvERMAN • MoRRY WEiss • SAlly H. WERTkEiM 

TREASURER • RohERT GoldhERG • AssociATE TREASURER • PETER RzEpkA • ExEcuTivE VicE, PRHidENT • STEpkEN H. HoffMAN 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati• New York• Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

THE PRESIDENT 

Mrs. Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

Dear Adele: 

3101 CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI, OHIO 45.?20-2488 
(513) 221-1875 

June 20, 1990 

Thank you so much for sending me your very 
gracious and kind note together with the copy of the 
funeral service for Daniel. This service certainly is 
a most fitting tribute to a wonderful, kind rabbi and 
human being who is sorely missed by his colleagues as 
he is by his family. 

I very much look forward to the publication of 
Daniel's last book, "The Story of Scripture: From Oral 
Tradition to the Written Word." It, too, will be a 
most fitting memorial to his scholarship and 
erudition. 

AG/ns 

With warmest best wishes, in which Dee joins me, 

Sincerely, 



OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Dear Adele, 

DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND 
1027 SUPERIOR AVENUE 

CLEVELAND. OHIO 44114 - 2560 

June 20, 1990 

755/1990 

I truly regret that I will be in Chicago on 
July 6, 1990 for the wedding of my niece and so 
will not be able to join you for the celebration 
of the posthumous publication of Daniel's final 
book. 

It was so good of you to think of inviting 
me. I trust you understand how badly I feel about 
being unable to come. Please be assured of my 
best wishes for the success of the evening. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

-,.~#.7-· ~ 
Most Reverend Anthony M. Pilla 
Bishop of Cleveland 

Mrs. Daniel J. Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 



4500 EUCLID AVENUE • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44103 

June 20, 1990 

Dear Adale: 

Thank you very much for the book. I am sure I will 
enjoy it -- learn from it -- and cherish it. 

With best regards from Lil. 

Ms. Adale Silver 
2841 Woodridge Road 
Shaker Hts., Ohio 44120 



i I 
DAVID N. MYERS 

June 20, 1990 

Dearest Adele, 

You have a special place in our hearts and your 
thoughtfulness in sending Daniel Jeremy's book 
gives us great pleasure. 

Anything that we can do to keep the memory of his 
life and great deeds in the minds of those he served 
so well, and every one who knew him or knew of him, 
will be a privilege and an honor to us. 

May you have all the blessings we wish for you. 

Mrs. Daniel Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Shaker Hts., Ohio 44120 

Fondly, 



cP J,,a/t. ~ J 

JAMES M. REICH 

2619 COURTLAND OVAL 

SHAKER HEIGHTS, OHIO 44118 
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Donald Harvey , Two Brid k on rice paper. 
by 38 inches . 
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"Cleveland Images", a series of postca/4s inspired by 

the Cleveland area by Ohio artists, was produced in 

conjunction with the 1984 Ohio Arts Council Annual 

Policy meeting, hosted by the arts institutions and 

organizations of Greater Cleveland, the City of 

Cleveland and the Cuyahoga County Cultural 

cil. The pro· by ~O 
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RABBI ARTHUR J. LEL YVELO 

June 25, 1990 
2 Tammuz 5750 

Mrs. Daniel J. Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 44120 

Dear Mrs. Silver: 

Rabbi Lelyveld is out of the country for 
an extended period of time; so on his 
behalf may I thank you for the kind 
letter and the beautiful brochure with 
the remarks from Rabbi Silver's funeral. 
I am forwarding your letter and enclosure 
to Rabbi Lelyveld in Oxford. I know he 
will be very grateful for your 
thoughtfulness. Regrettably , he will be 
away until the end of August and 
therefore, will be unable to join you on 
July 6 for the evening with Dr. Machinist 
and the discussion of Rabbi Silver's 
book. I know he and Teela will be 
disappointed at having to miss this 
special event. 

Warm greetings from Rabbi and Mrs. 
Lelyveld. May the evening be very 
successful and personally gratifying. 

Cordially, 

Marcia Rothschild 
Rabbi Lelyveld' s secretary 

• 



Dear Adele: 

HENRY L. ZUCKER 
4500 Euclid Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44103 

June 25, 1990 

Many thanks for sending me Dan's book and thanks also for your 
lovely note. 

I am looking forward to reading the book which is the very next 
one on my schedule. 

Warm regards. 

Mrs. Daniel Jeremy Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Shaker Hts., Ohio 44120 

P.S. I have had a good time getting to know Jonathan. A very 
lovely and perceptive young man. 
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.----,CLEVEIAND 
COUEGEOF 
JEWISH 
STUDIES 26500 Shaker Boulevard 

Ms. Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge 
Cleveland, OH 44120 

Dear Adele, 

Beachwood, Ohio 44122 216 464-4050 

June 27, 1990 

Thank you so much for the personal invitation to "First Friday" in July. 
Jean left for Israel today and passed your gracious letter along to me 
so that I could respond for both of us. I am leaving for Israel on 
Friday and we will both be spending a week in Jerusalem to attend the 
25th annual conference of the Association of Jewish Libraries. Jean 
will be staying on for the rest of the summer and giving a wedding for 
her daughter in Jerusalem the end of August. 

It was a pleasure and honor for the staff of the library to assist you 
and Rabbi Silver with his work on this last book. I am sorry that Jean 
and I will not be in town to attend the lecture and reception July 6th. 
I look forward to reading The Story of Scripture on my return. 

Sincerely, 

/)tu,,,~ fof 
Merr i1 y lart 

An Affiliate of the Bureau of Jewish Education and a Constituent Agency of the Jewish Community Federation 
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Curator 
WILLIAM W. HALW 

Professor of Assyriology 

BABYWNIAN COLLECTION 
STERLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

YALE UNIVERSITY 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06520 

Mrs. Daniel J. Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland, Ohio ~~120 

DeaT .Adele, 

June 28t 1990 

Last week's mail brought your note with the copy of the 
uneral service. Coming on top of the earlier gift of Danjel's 

last book, which arrived "with the compliments of the author'' nd 
which I am sure I owe to his generosity and your thoughtfulness, 
it put me doubly .in your debt.. I an1 looking forward to reading 
the book in depth, since it touches on matters close to my 
current i terests and since I have always found Dan's 
publications thought-provoking and original. At the same time I 
will ead it as a moving memorial to the man himself, and to his 
determination o carry on bravely to the very end. He truly has 
been an inspiration to all his an emporaries, and while we 
shudder at the thought that lif c n be so short we have to 
marvel a the same time that it ca bes full and rich. 

Please let us Jrnow if ever you a e in thi! is vicinity ( which 
seems a likelier prospect than that we will soon be in yous), or 
if there is any help I can usefully extend. 

With hanks and renewed good wishes, also from Edith, 

as always, 
... -- l 

I ~ • 

~- -t-~ C(J 



D JEWISH NEWS 

line 

chlnlst to review 
eter Mach- · B 

, irst Friday U 
~t speaker on July fe 
6'at 8;15 p.m. at The Ci 
Temple-Tifereth Israel y . "The ·s . . -
Branch, 26000 Shaker Rabbi · • e in · the '· wi • h 

Blvd., will discuss the Tradidoo • • 

late Rabbi Daniel An Oneg Sha at will folloW . 

Jeremy Silver's last gram. Firs~ Fiidai program~_are~ 

• book, The Story of open to the conuriu!tlty, blit ~~ 

Scripture: From Oral Machinist are necessary. Call the Temple Braricfi at 

TradiliOllf.J the Written W0rd. 831-3233. 
Dr. Machinist, associate professor of 

RELIGION BRIEFS f>l) ~ 3c q 

DI,scussr ON OF RABBI SIL
VER~ BOOK: Peter Machinist, an 
ass~ciate professor of biblical and 
a~c1~nt studies at the University of 
M1~h1gan, will speak at 8:15 p.m. 
Friday at the Temple Branch 26000 
Shaker Blvd., Beachwood, 'about 
~he las~ book written by Rabbi Dan
iel J. Silver before his death in De
cember. 

'!'.he book, titled ;'The Story of 
Scripture: From Oral Tradition to 
th~ Written Word," was published 
this.month. It was completed by Sil
ver Just before his death. 

Machinist's theme is to be "The 
Scholar-Rabbi and Scripture in the 
Jewish Tradition." 

11achinist was a colleague of Sil~ , 
v~r s when they taught in the reli
gion .~epartment at Case Western 
Rese~e University several .'years:' 
ago. Silver was spiritual leader of . • 
tJ?e ~errlple:.f or the last 30 years of- .· 
his hfe ~nd was a leader in both" 
commumty and religious affairs in : • 
Greater Cleveland. .. . , • 

1 
; . 
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July 2, 1990 

Dear Adele, 

We wish we could be with you on July 6 for Peter 
Machinist's observations on Daniel's last book and are 
sorry not to be able to do it. 

4 BALL LANE 

OLD LYME, CT 06371 

(203) 434-8353 

Rather than calling you, I wanted to write to thank you 
for sending us the very special items that make up the service 
for Daniel. It does of course do as you suggest -- summon 
wonderful memories of Daniel. It is a treasure that we shall 
turn to from time to time. Even Arnold Newman's portrait of 
Daniel is special. 

Milt and I feel that it was a brilliant idea to use 
Daniel's own words at his funeral service; and we especially 
admire the courage of Jonathan and Sarah to quote him. 

We were always rewarded when we went to Temple on 
the Sundays when Daniel spoke. We have been enriched by 
his words, and continue to be. 

We so much appreciate your sending this gift to us. 
Thank you, Adele. 

It came to me at a very personal time and has helped 
me a little to grapple with my upcoming 60th birthday. 
It is the first birthday I have given any thought to as a 
turning point. It is no longer possible to say, "I'll 
do it next year," but rather "day-to-day" I must now do 
my best. And somehow Daniel's words lead the way for me 
to reconcile myself. 

We look forward to seeing you soon and meanwhile 
send you our love. 
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Suttapitaka 

Fo shuo i-ch'ieh ju-lai chen-shih sh~ ta-ch'eng hsien-ch~g 
san-mei ta-chiao-wang ching. 24th chapter. F oochow: Shih-chieh, 
4th year of Ta Kuan period, 9th month (i.e., 1110) 

Oldest printed book in Special Collections, 
Cleveland Public Library. 
Chinese text 
Wood-block print on yellow hemp paper. 
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THE TEMPLE 
Tif ere th Israel 

A Reflection on 
Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver's Last Book 

July 6, 1990 

TFRIDAY 
OUR 17TH ANNIVERSAR\' \'EAR 

8:15 P.M. -
THE TEMPLE 
BRANCH 
ELLEN BONNIE 
MANDEL 
AUDITORIUM 
Kiddush and 
Candle Lighting 

. Dr. Peter Machinist 

■ Dr. Peter Machinist, our July First Friday guest, will speak on Rabbi 
Daniel Jeremy Silver's last book, The Story of Scripture: From Oral 
Tradition to the Written Word to be published late June. Dr. Machinist, 
Associate Professor of Biblical and Ancient Studies at the University 
of Michigan, will become Professor of Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations at Harvard in January, 1991. His topic will be "The 
Scholar-Rabbi and Scripture in the Jewish Tradition." 

■ First Friday programs are free and open to the public, but reservations 
are necessary. Call the Temple Branch at 831-3233. 

■ An Oneg Shabbat will follow the program. 

I 



WELCOMING REMARKS JULY 6, 1990 

Shabbot shalom. Good evening and welcome to the Temple. I'm Michael Silver. My wife 
Deborah Lader and I want to welcome you to this evening of special importane-e to the Temple 

I 

family. Our family is pleased and grateful that th ~!~~4~~· ,c;~tina the~ub~ation of my 
~ • ~ {il I • elJ;~lrm. ~ L_11 father's last book, _e Story of Scnp~ as ..... ~ ...... o e U'St 1 (Y senes es _~_years 

ago. We are particularly pleased to welcome tonight's speaker, Professor Peter Macbliilst. 

Professor Machinist is Associate Profesor of Biblical and Ancient Studies at th~~y~ill~f ltf
Michigan, WB~ne-J~l>Cl!n..--.... ..,,,,..,~lbll~~"1#P..,,.JJV1°ft1~1Y'Jj~1A~ ~- Many of us remember~ fondiY at1 

t membet of our congregation when he wau! wJ)eague of my father's in the Religion 
Department at Case Western Reserve. Tois11Sf,'l'rofessor Machinist ~lM be leaving ~l~hiA:~ 
to assume the Hancock Professorship in N@fJrcroW {At~{U 16v1 U'}fJ 

11Ki Harvard. He41llellrst 
Jewish professor appointed to this senior and highly visible chair sine-e it was first established 
more than 250 years ago. 

Professor Machinist will be speaking to us tonight about "The Scholar-Rabbi and Scripture in 
the Jewish Tradition". The subject touches on the important role Jewish scholarship played in 
my father's life. For him, congregational life and academic reflection were always inextricably 
interwoven and each gave beauty and meaning to the other. 

As many of you know, we hope to"1,/~ carry on my father's connnitment to both of 
these ideals. The fund established in my father's name here at the Temple will help to bring the 
be.st minds and spirits in Jewish life to our congregation for events like this one, to promote fel
lowship and discussion of important aspects of Jewish life. 

The felowship established in his memory at the Center for Jewish Studies at Harvard will 
enable congregational rabbis to spend a period in concentrated work and study in an area of 
Jewish thought or history, in much the same way as the Temple enabled him to spend several 
important and productive months at Oxford. Toe Stocy of Scripture, which occupied my father 
there is, in a sense, his own memorial to this kind of Jewish scholarship. 

Please join me in welcoming an old Temple member, a superb Jewish scholar, and a dear 
friend ... PettT Machinist 



. . 

draft for Michael for Friday, July 6 

Shabbat Shalom--good Shabbas. I'm Michael Silver. My wife, Deborah Lader, and I 

welcome you to The Temple's First Friday program. Our family is pleased and 

grateful that The Temple is celebrating the publication of my Father's last 

book, The Story of Scripture, and~hat we ar~welcoming Peter Machinist back 

to The Temple. 

Professor Machinist and my Father were colleagues in the Religion department 

at Case Western Reserve University in the 1970s (exact dates?) when Peter Machinist 

was fresh from his doctoral studies at Yale. At that time Peter (and Alice?) 

Machinist joined The Temple and were thoughtful members of our congregation. 

He is now at the University of Michigan and will soon go to Harvard--where he 

did his undergraduate work--to succeed one of his former teachers as Hancock 

Professor of Hebrew Bible/Literature (exact title?)--the first Jew appointed 
~ 

to that Chair since it was established 260 years ago. 

The topic Professor Machinist has chosen--"The Scholar-Rabbi and Learning 

in the Jewish Tradition"--focuses on/touches on a powerful element in my 
~ 

Father's devotion to his rabbinate. We hope thattlis devotion will be carried 

on in my Father's memorial at Harvard, which will enable congregational rabbis 
~ 

to spend a sabbatical semester at Harvard--much as The Temple enabl/ed my 
\...:., 

Father to spend happy and productive months at Oxford, working on The Story of 

Scripture--and in my Father's memorial here at The Temple, which will bring 

the best minds and spirits in Jewish Studies to this community and to this 

congregation my Father loved. 
w 

Please join me in welcoming Peter Mach\ist back to The Temple. 



DEPARTMENT OF NEAR EASTERN STUDIES 

The University of Michigan 
Telephone: (313) 764-0314 
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5600 N. BRAESWOOD BOULEVARD, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77096 
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' Dear Adele,-

961 FENIMORE ROAD 
LARCHMONT, NEW YORK 10538 

August 4,1990 

We are touched and most grateful to receive 
"The story of the Scripture" and your comments accompanying 
it. 
We shall treasure the book for many reasons,quite aside from 
dealing with a fascinating subject most intriguingly told. 
It so reminds us of Daniel,it so reflects-to us-the trauma 
and sadness of the past three years,it is-we know-in many 
ways your book as well,since you played so pivotal a part in 
its furtherance and completion,and it epitomises triumph 
over tragedy and thus the indomitable and unquenchable 
spirit that was in Daniel. 

' Thank you,Adele-

With our love 

I 



VE LAND MUSEUM 0 F A R T 

Steve Fraser 
Basic Books, Inc. 
10 East 53rd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Steve, 

IILSO EAST BOULEVARD AT UNIVERSITY CIRCLE CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 CABLE ADDRESS, MUSART CLEVELAND EVAN H. TURNER, DIRECTOR TELEPHONE, (ll6) 4ll-7340 

August 8, 1990 

Your assistant, John Carey, was kind enough to send me a copy of the Library Journal's review of The Story of Scripture. I want to give you, in turn, the review that appeared in The Cleveland Jewish News, and I-4.1 send the.-ll.ain Dealer's whenever it appears. I hope that you're getting reviews elsewhere; I've seen no others. I also hope the book is being well received in bookstores; it's selling here, but then Cleve! md is home. I'd like so much to know how you think the book is faring, without Daniel to lecture on it or to help it along. 
With all good wishes to you and to Phoebe, whose help meant so much to us. 
Sincerely, 

~4;-~ 

! 
' 

• . . 
I 



BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

10 EAST 53rd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 (212) 207-7057 

August 21, 1990 

Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 

Dear Adele, 

Thanks for the review from the Cleveland Jewish News. We're 
pleased with how the book is doing both critically and in 
terms of sales: so far it has sold 2,006 copies (as of 
July 31). 

I had also wanted to send you a list of journals and papers 
where the book has been advertised and promoted, but the 
marketing person in charge of that is currently on vacation. 
I will ask her to prepare such a list when she returns. 

Best regards, 

Steve Fraser 

SF/jc 
dictated and signed 
in his absence 



August 24, 1990 

Look at Books 
By Sol H. Marshall, Written exclusively ror The Mess~naer 

Continuous Reading For Constant Study 

T HERE MAY BE FOUR 
major movements 

within Judaism, but there 
are divisions within these 
streams of belief. In the 
same manner, there are 
varying interpretations or 
the "written word" or 
Judaism. 

Scholars and teachers 
exchange ideas and 
develop new concepts and I 
interpretations. These are 
disseminated in their ser
mons, lectures, speeches 
and finally, in their books. 
• The vast scope or mater

ial published indicates the 
task of constant reading in 
order to keep abreast or all 
the new material on 
Judaism which comes into 
the marketplace each 
month. 

Argulag Wllb God: A 
Jewlsb Tradltloa. By Rabbi 
Anson Laytner. Jason 
Aronson, Inc. $22.50. 

AB an old proverb puts it, 
"Two Jews, three opin
ions." In the long history or 
the Jewish people, this 
characteristic contenti
ousness has often been ex
tended efen unto Heaven. 

"Arguing With God" is a 
study that skates aloni the 
edge or this theological 
thin ice-at times verging 
close to blasphemy-yet 
also a source or some soul
f'ul expressions or human 
an·guish and yearning. . 

The name Israel literally 
denotes one who "wrestles 
with God." And, from 
Jacob's battle with the 
angel to Elie Wiesel's 
questions-. • about , • the , .. 
Holocaust that bang in the 
air, Rabbi Laytner details 
Judaism's .tradition or cal
ling God to task over 
human suffering and injus- · 
tice. 

It is a tradition that origi
nated in the biblical 
period itself. Abraham, 
Moses, Elijah and others 
all petitioned for divine in
tervention in their lives, or 
appealed to God to alter 
His proposed decree. 

Other biblical argu
ments focused on personal 
or communal suffering and 
anger: Jeremiah, Job, and 
certain Psalms and 
Lamentations. Rabbi 
Laytner delves beneath 
the surface or these "blas
phemies" and reveals how 
they helped to refute the 
claims of opponent reli
gions and advance Jewish 
doctrines and teachings. 

□ 

lalroduclag Ille Old Te• 
UllleaL By Joba Drue. 
Harper and Row. f22.95. 
. Combioing Drane's 
acclaimed works on the 
Old Testament, this vol
ume provides a guide to 
th~ o.-eatest . treasures or 
the Bible. • 

"The Old Testament 
Story" surveys the history 
or the Old Testament as a 
living chronicle or the re
lationship between the 
Hebrew people and their 
God, from Abraham to the 
Maccabees. "Old Testa
ment Faith" explores the 
·relationship between his
tory and faith. Together in 
one volume, the illustrated 
texts explore the writings 
and beliers orthe Hebrews 
in the context of their his
torical and cultural back- . 
ground. Drane elucidates 
the moral and religious 
ideas of the Old Testament, 
the spirituality of the 
Psalms, the wisdom or 
Proverbs, and the uncom
pr~r:nising Cai~ _ ~f_tb~_ 
prophets. 

D 
Tbe Jewld Gulde lo U,e 

Here ud Here.&r. By 
Lionel Blue and Jonathaa 
Magone&. Crossroad Pub
lishing Company. $18.95. 

Funny. wise and some
times tragic, this anthology 
spans the centuries and -
the world, from the Old 
Testament to modern 
times. 

Both the famous and the 
countless unnamed who 
have contributed to the im
memorial tradition of the 
Jewish aphorism and story 
lead us from the everyday 
business o( life-getting 
up, growing up, breaking 
down-to eternity. 

At once enlightening and 
entertaining, this is a 
worthy tribute to a people 
noted for their wisdom, 
humor and closeness to 
God, and a book which will 
bring the richness or 
Jewish spirituality to read
ers of every tradition. 

Rabbi Lionel. Blue • is 
Cunveno1· o ~ the Religious 
Court of the .Reform 
Synagogues or Great Bri
tain, and a popular radio 
and TV personality. Rabbi 
Dr. Jonathan Magonet is 
Principal or Leo Baeck 
College. 

D 

Tbe Jewl,11 People: !'belr 
Hl1lory aad Tbelr Bellgloa. 
By David J. Goldber& and 
John D. Rayner. Penguin 
Books. l - .. • • • • • ,.,-1 • - • • 1 •• 1 

Why add another book-to 
the enormous stockpile of 
literature which over the 
centuries has accreted 
around 'the people or the 
Book'? That Jews should 
be interested in them
selves is understandable, 
but their experience in 
history has aroused almost 
as much interest and com
ment from outside obser
vers. Their stubborn fidel
ity to the faith of their an
cestors, their resilience in 
adversity and their knack 
or adapting their talents 
and energies to changed 
circumstances, have en
sured their survival long 
after the Greek civiliza
tion. which treated them 
with condescension, and 
the Roman empire, which 
held them in contempt, 
have passed into oblivion. 

The two areal religions 
of Christianity and, to ales
ser extent. Islam, owe their 
being to Judaism. The com
plexities or coping w!~ a 
rejected mother rebg1on 
whose adherents refused 
to convert or 'disappear en
couraged medieval Christ
Jani.tL \9 _exce.~~_es or anti-
Jewish persecution which 
led, ultimately and inexor
ably, to the horrors of Hit
ler's Holocaust. Even 
Islam, with a theology 
more respectful towards 
Abraham and · bis 
monotheistic descendants, 
bas on occasion been 
guilty of savage hostility to
wards its Jewish subjects. 

Small wonder, then, that 
this numerically insig
nificant people and their 
religion-located, by 
chance or providence, at 
the geographical and cul
tural crossroads of early 
Western civilization
should have exerted such 
a perennial fascination. 

n 

ne Mel7 ot lkrl,,,ure: 
From OnJ 'l'ndllloa lo lbe 
Writ~• Word. By Rabbi 
Daalel Jeremy Silver. Basie 
Boob, lae. $2Z.95. 

Rabbi Silver challenges 
the popular convictiol\ 
that scripture is a sacred 
text, the literal word or 
God that may not be tam
pered with. He argues in
stead that the truly crea
tive era in each of the three 
major Western religious 
traditions-Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam
occurred before they had 
developed a written scrip
ture. Thus, much orwhat is 
now reported to be the 
word of God originated in 
oral traditions that were 
subject to frequent revi
sions through the ages. 

"The Story of Scripture" 
recounts in detail how the 
spread or. literacy among 
the upper classes, more 
than any religious impera
tive, prompted the commu
nity t.o write down its living 
oral:. • traditions.· The 
emeqence or a scripture 
helped denne a faith's 
teachings with greater pre
cision but, at the same 
time, hampered the faith's 
freedom to adapt to chang-
ing circumstances. • 

A second scripture in
evitably arose-the Tal
mud in the case or 
Judaism-which was more 
systematic and pedantic, 
less evocative and poetic 
than the original scripture, 
and which tended to justify 
and interpret positions 
adopted by new religious 
leaders. 

_Tb~ __ bistory _or scripture, 
says Rabbi Silver, de- -
pended on who controlled 
the interpretation and 
what readings they au
thorized. "The Story or 
Scripture" provides a cor
rective to the dangerous 
dogmatic pronouncements 
that have marked the re
cent global explosion or re
ligious fundamentalism. 



10 EAST 53rd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

September 12, 1990. 

Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 

Dear Ms. Silver, 

BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

(212) 207-7057 

Here is the list of journals and papers that Steve Fraser mentioned to 
you in his August 21 letter:· To date, advertisements for The Story of 
Scripture have appeared in The American Historical Review, Publishers. 
Weekly, Association of Jewish Book Publishers, Journal of Refonned Judaism, 
Judaica Book News, Journal of Biblical Stupies, Journal of Religion, 
Prooftexts, and Church & Synagog Library. There are additional ads to come, 
including ads in Judaica Book News and the Association of Jewish Studies 
Journa 1. 

Sincerely, 

~ _) 
Cara Sorensen 



Eugene B. Borowitz, edit, 

Sh'ma 
a journal of Jewish responsib: 
P. 0. Box 567 • 
Pon Washington, N. y. 1105 

. 
- 1·HE ~ORY OF SCRIPTURE. Daniel Jeremy Sil-

ver. Basic. $22.95. 

T
he untimely death of this scholarly rabbi makes 
this volume his communal memorial. A modern

ist's interpretation of the Tanakh ·s origins and later 
use, it displays breadth of learning. a feel for social 
development and religious sensitivity-but should 
not be identified as the current academic consensus. 
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In the Beginning: Blbllcal CreaUon 
and Science. By Nathan A vkzer. Ktav, 
138 pages, $19.95. Ttie Story of ~rlp
ture, From Oral Tradition to the 
Written Word. By Dankl Jeremy Silver. 
Basic Books, 301 pages, $21.95. 

Book Review by ~rot. Arnold Ages 

. 
Creating the world and scripture I n times past, rabbis represented the 

pious response to incongruities in 
Bible and theology, while scientists • The third day of creation, with its As he suggests in his book, the Tora~ is 

represented a rational and qften cynical appearance of dry land and plant life, the imperfect and concealed written 
position on the same issuet. • • • describes a geological event that was dis- rec.ord of oral traditions that were carried 

: It is therefore quite paradoxical that, in believed until early in this century, when around by the Jewish people for a thou
the case of two books reviewed here, the ,Alfred Wiegner, a German meterologist, sand years before they were rc~dcred in 
rabbi is the doubter and the scientist is the \proposed the continental drift theory. 

1 

writing shortly after the destruction of 
believer. The problem is that both argue Wicgrier's theory, at first ridiculed, is now the First Temple. 
their cases with conviction and much per- virtually an orthodoxy; it dovetails The Torah is not, in his view, a direct 
suasive powers. moreover, with the Biblical description of revelation from Sinai, · but the cmbodi-

Nathan Aviezc~, a physicist at Israel's waters receding and continents being ment of the Jewish people's inherited 
Bar-llan University, claims in his thesis uncovered. view of the divine. 
that the first verses of Genesis, far from Aviezer notes also that the Torah's In his ~rovocative book, Silver tries to 
being a poetic rendering of creation, con- mention of the sun and the moon (Gene- show that in ancient Israelite society the 
stitute a literal description of the origins sis I: 14) is not a trivial detail but an power of the spoken word was all
of the universe. I acknowledgement of the importance of important, since in a largely nonliterate 

Aviezer's technique is simple: he exa- these spheres in regulating time and sea- society it conveyed special resonances. 
mines verses in the Torah which appear sons on Earth: "The Biblical passage that ,The fact that God "spoke" to Moses and 
to be non-scientific or contrary to known describes the sun and moon as 'the two !the prophets is significant. "God did not 
scien~ific ·kn~wledge_ and shows them _to large luminaries' as if they were the same s~nd Jeremi_ah a letter detailing his mis
~ quite consistent with the latest the~nea size, may be understood as referring to s1on .. J erem1a~ f ~lt t~e ~ord of God as a 
m cosm?logy. . their apparent size, which are in fact bun_ung fire w1thm him. . 

Creat10~ ~ut o! nothing, a-scandal to exactly equal. The subsequent Biblical . Silver makes the rather bizarre suggcs
early phys1c1Sts, IS now seen to be the passage that describes the sun as 'the t1on that both Moses and the prophets 
Biblical version of the .. Big Bang" postu- large luminary' and the moon as 'the were illiterate, and that indications to the 
late. The "Tobu Vavohu" - the J small luminary' refers to their true sizes.•' contrary were interpolated by later 
dark~css_ and void ~~c~ accomranied Among the most important of Avi~l· ge~~r~~ions embarrassed by such ~ 
creat10! 11 the Torah_ s 1~1om for ch~os zer's arguments·are those which revolve poss1b~lity. . . 
theory, the latest SCtentific explanation around bis view of the creation of man Agam, Silver argues that the Torah 
for the random chaotic state of ~e early and his explanation that the Torah usea· .· . _, · 
universe. different words for creating and 111akin1. . .. ,:-

Critics of the Bible have always asked The first implies creation from nothing; Silver make·s th~-
how the light could have been created the second docs not. This permits an , 
befo.r_e the sun. which is the source of accommodation with certain, though not I • bizarre suggestion 
light. Aviezcr asserts that this-Mmay be all, aspects of evolutionary theory. that Moses and the 
undentood u referring to the decoupling Again, the idea that the entire universe 1 

of light from the dark fireball-plasma exists for man, 81 Genesis 1:29-29 sug- . prophets were 
mixture" from which .the universe was gests, might be dismissed as human arro- illiterate. 
formed. gance. The author responds by arguing 

The author also has an explanation of that our knowledge of astronomy baa 
how waters below and above the firma- taught us that even the most distant stars . . · . 
ment were separated (Genesis I :7). The are part, of the chain of life because the came mto wntte~ form '-!hen. t~e Jewish 
upper • waters, he claims, refer to the origin of the cb~mi~ elements necesaary peop•e _became ~ter~: Reli&ions .t~nd 

l for man's survival-carbon oxygen nit- to at~nbute their scnptl.ll'q to d1vme 

I~ is paradoxical 
that the rabbi is 
the doubter and the • 
scientist is the • . f 

rogen and other. elements .:_ are f ~und impitation, bl!t t~e prosaic tru~h is th~~ 
within those celestrial bodies • acr.iptures exist ,1n the • fir1t 1n1tance 

I ·do not kno.w how R~bbi Daniel becauae men learned. t9 read "and write." 
Jerely_Silver (son o{ the.great Abba Hillel . Scri~ture becomes invated -~~ sanc
Silver) would have responded to Nathan ~ty, Silver says,. w~n vested , mterata 
Aviezer's thca~~.Tra~y, Rabbi Silv~r want~~~ text to rem~ unc~; \1!fbe_n 
died just after • finishing The Story of~ :11 ~ need to · beli~e that .~,~ts ~ 

believer.: . .~ j Scripture. He probably would have been ~poaito!1t:' of rock~oµd, •ac~ w!"t• 
· , bewildered by Aviezer'I exercise, because mp. 'fhis.11 accompliilied b)f~ilri_bu~g 

~ • ' for Silver there would have been no need the te~t to God and 1urround1n1 1t with 
• • . to affirm the literal truth of the Torah. taboos~ , .• 

masses of water found 1n outer space, on • Silver observes that when oral tradi-
planets ~d oth~r celestial objects. The tion becomes sacred scripture, some rich 
passage 10 question refers to the creation parts of that scripture arc lost. . 
of the solar system as well as Earth. . . 

f-h'= ", 1;4 t;t so.Jr11wtsr ..)~w•M P~~ Sj .5EPT, ,a 1 /r(l 
(~ .e,$ A~GEleS) 
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~ YOU JUST DON'T 
ND■RSTAND, Tannen 

··on&V■ BARRY TURNS 40, Barry 
5~ TRUMP: SURVIVING AT THE 

TOP, Trump with Leerhsen 
6. BARBARIANS AT THE GATI, 

Burrouah and Helyar 
·1. l!Vl!RY SPY A PRINCE, Raviv 

anclMelmam 
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1. Wl!ALTH WITHOUT RISK, 
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2. HOMECOMING, Bradshaw 
3. THE GREAT WALDO SEARCH, 

Hanford 

sity of London, in which he argued 
that artistic success results from 
following a determined "pattern of 

• progress." 

For the Young 
■ Inspirations: Stories About 
Women .Artists (Albert Whitman & 
Co., 5747 W. Howard St., Niles, Ill. 
60648, 800-255-7675; $16.95, ages 7 & 
up), by Leslie Sills. A beautifully 
assembled collection of profiles of 

-• four female artists: Georgia 
~ O'Keeffe, Frida Kahlo, Alice Neel 

MIMIJl&.¥V-.· . ~d Faith-Ringgold. 
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Moses striking the rock 
\ 

Daniel Jeremy·Silver's "The Story of Scripture: From Oral Tradi-
tion to Written Word" (Basic Books, $22.95) has recently arrived 
in bo~kstores. Its author was rabbi of the Temple from 1956 until 
his death in 1989. 

and consult their Rolexes tor the 
time iand their Rolodexes for-the 
phone numbers or the· rich and fa
mous. 

And that's o,ily the beginning of 
the name-dropping Raskin_ does as 
she ftrmly inserts tongue in, cheek 
and writes a wildly improbable tale 
peopled with characters who are 
wonderful caricatures of hipness 
and hype. The book is set in 
Washington, D.C., with. most or the 
action taking place In frightfully 
chic Georgetown in the summer of 
1988 shortly before the Democratic 
National Convention (which lets the 
characters name-drop knowingly 
about The Duke and Jesse). 

The story is told by Natalie Kara
van Myers, a forty-something social 
worker who works with the home
less (an acceptably "in" cause) and 
whose journalist husband (Pulitzer
winning, of'course) ls going through 
a· mid-life crisis. That leaves him 
prone to such cliched comments as, 
"I've got nothing left inside. Yor me 
or for you." 

But Natalie's real problem is her 
famous younger sister, globe-trot
ting journalist Shay Karavan, who 
has been on the cover of People 
magazine, has had so many lovers 
(including "friendships with revolu
tionary leaders on four continents") 
that "she couldn't identify 50% ... 
in a line-up." 

Her name is the answer in a New 
York Times crossword puzzle (Pop
ular lady Sandanista supporter?) 
and the title of a sandwich served 
by a Washington restaurant (corned 
beef, melted Brie and sauerkraut 
on a croiss19L) ... . . 

? . 

top long." 
• ·• Sibling • rivalry? 
"make Joan and Ja 

•. like the Bobbsey 
The ·story begins 

day when Shay sh 
ington with stolen 
could cause a pol 
that town which I 
ter than a Juicy 
They have to do 
Oliver North ram 
knows looks "like 
from Charlie's Ang 

But then Natal 
(you wouldn't expe 
bling" to drive a B 
in which Shay h 
ments is stolen, a 
set ln. Before the 
and made publi 
fashion, there i 
involving drug lo 
men detectives, s 
sacked houses a 
through the Washi 

"Current Affai 
ture. Its plot is 
character not re 
isn't as insightfu 
earlier best seller 

At times Raski 
precious and pr 
ing for analogie 
someone's "big 
swinging back a 
Foucault pendul 
of Natural Hist 
most part the boo 
a not very dema 
read. 

•. • _Mirow ·is ajl 
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October 1, 1990 

To The Author: 

Enclosed please find your statement(s) of royalty earnings for the 
six-month period January 1, to June 30, 1990. 

In the past, if the earnings due an author were less than $1.00 we 
credited that amount to his or her account and remitted it, at a time 
when aggregate earnings from more than one royalty period exceeded $1.00. 
We now are able to pay economically all earnings currently due an author 
regardless of the amount. Accordingly, you may find a check enclosed for 
an amount which is less than $1.00. 

We have reviewed your statement(s) carefully, and I hope everything is 
in order, but if you have a question, please contact your editor or write 
to me at our office i, Keystone Industrial Park, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
18512. 

RH/er 

Enclosure: 

Sincerely, 

~1tb--
Royalty Manager 
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The Story of Scripture: • 
From Oral Tradition to the Written Word 
Daniel Jeremy Silver 
Basic Books, $22.95 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, late Rabbi at The Temple in 
creveland, Ohio, summarizes this posthumous book on its 
last page: 

The Jewish spirit did not set out to develop a scripture; that during 
most of the biblical period a written scripture played no significant 
role; that the rabbis made prodigious efforts to mitigate the limitations 
imposed by the existence of a scripture; that the concept of an oral 
memorized law in part reflects these efforts; and that until the 
European centuries, Judaism more or less effectively escaped the 
limitations of scripture. (286) 

Although Rabbi Silver is an elegant writer, capable of 
striking formulations and commanding a formidable array 
of historical and sociological data, any reader of, say, 
Jacob Neusner ( Invitation to Midrash, Writing with Scrip
ture, or The Bible and Us) would know this story already. 

There are points of difference, of course. One could 
quarrel over Rabbi Silver's "modest" account of inspiration, 
which "nonfundamentalist communicants" substitute for 
revelation. When read in such close proximity to his 
definition of commentary as "that massive body of interpre
tation designed to ren1ove anachronisms, rationalize 

outdated ideas, and read new ideas into the text" ( 11) (the 
new "three Rs?"), we can see that the "partnership between 
man and God" expressed by the Dual Torah may not 
always produce, in Neusner's image, a bridge with traffic in 
both directions. In the hands of someone with little respect 
for the past, and sanguine about the results of imposing his 
bright new ideas on his community, Rabbi Silver's text 
could become a mirror reflecting any current secular 
fashion. Respect for tradition, for what has been handed 
down, is more than "human nature and the need for 
reassurance" (10); it provides a check on the progress of 
the new . 

Still: why this book? The answer Rabbi Silver provides is 
strange, but reflects an attitude common among what has 
been called "the knowledge class": 

I was drawn to the study of Scripture by the resurgence of scriptural 
innocence in our time ( 1) 

.. Scriptural innocence" means "fundamentalist scriptural 
religion". It is typified by "the successful activities of the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, and 
the Reverend Jerry Falwell". Indeed, "powerful forces are 
at work in the Jewish, Christian and Islamic worlds: black
hat orthodoxy, evangelical churches, and the Muslim 
Brotherhood, each out to coerce its community .... " 

Now, the naive might think these groups have little in 
common; perhaps they themselves would be surprised to 
find themselves yoked in this way. But Rabbi Silver's 
obsessive linking of them is based on one factor: they are 
too stupid to understand that Scripture is an inspired 
document that needs commentary (the Oral Torah, the New 
Testament) so that new ideas can be read into it. Instead, 
"in their eyes, (Scripture] is all-knowing, infallible, the 
source of all truth" (12). 



f 

, 

But what is this to Jews? Encouraged, or perhaps 
frightened by the ·successful activities· of Khomeini and 
Falwell, the Israeli black-hats are on the move, making 
Israel a living hell for normal folks, and even creating 
·pressures to obey the Torah· in American communities 
(284). Thus, '1he time is appropriate to clear up as far as 
one can the conventional idea about Jews and their books" 
(285). "Jews secularized their unique tradition of sacred 
learning as they entered civic life· (286). Lernen, a "disci
pline intended to transform Scripture into life", became 
"book learning". Moreover, the stupid Christians, having 
forgotten that their New Testament was a commentary on 
the Old, (the Jewish tradition being ·unique", you see), 
loved what they thought of as "The Book". So, Jews began 
to call themselves --The People of the Book", to "emphasize 
a bond they hoped the other 'People of the Book' would 
also feel". Thus did the Jews sell their birthright, and for 
what? Christian antisemitism did not abate, and now 
religious Jews have no way to resist the siren call of 
Schneerson. Striving to assimilate, they are now hapless 
allies of the Ayatollah. The solution is to read Rabbi Silver's 
book, and return to that oddly modern tradition of the Two 
Torahs, Scripture and commentary; only in this way can the 
Jews truly enter the modern, secular world. 

What this book adds, then, to the well known story of the 
Dual Torah is a walloping dose of secular triumphalism, a 
thinly veiled contempt for anyone who reads Scripture 
differently, and an appalling ignorance of what such people 
believe. Its chief value is as evidence for the beliefs held by 
"the new knowledge class". Rabbi Silver defines this class 
(for us) as "those of us who received a liberal education in 
mid-century". "We" "believed that fundamentalism was a 
relic of the past". Its "revival . . . is one of the surprises of 
the late twentieth century" (1 ). And what is Fundamentalism 
(or Evangelical Christianity, for the two are the same for 
Rabbi Silver)? It is a literal understanding of Scripture, but 
hypocritically (because unknowingly) selective. It reads into 
Scripture its own "small-town, middle-American morality" 
(2). 11Many Fundamentalist believers take a particular side" 
regarding abortion or the death penalty "not on the merits 
of the issue but because they believe their scripture has 
foreclosed all but one choice" (12-13). "Some believe that 
this kind of piety exists only in the Middle-American states 
called the Bible Belt", reports the intrepid explorer, but 
"where millions" of the elite "find an intense and rather 
narrow piety", Rabbi Silver actually knew one person "who 
found civil rights in his Bible" (13). At this point, we should 
heed Richard John Neuhaus's advice, io consider whether 
there is not an element of the fanatical in much of the 
reaction to Fundamentalism.· 

Additionally, one can learn from this book how to under-
stand a recurring paradox in secular thinking. It is perfectly, 
though unwittingly, expressed by Rabbi Silver: "Though 
ours may be a 'post-christian' society, traditional Christian 
norms still shape its thoughts and attitudes" (285). Well, 
which is it? The secular elite doesn't live in ·smalltown 
middle-America•, and doesn't know any fundamentalists or 
evangelicals Oust as Pauline Kael didn't know anyone who 
voted for Nixon). It truly lives in a "post-Oudeo)-christian 
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world". Suddenly, that world is full of Christian and Jewish 
Fundamentalists! How could this happen? For Rabbi Silver, 
the answer is that normal, secular people, ·despairing of 
the human capacity to build a bright future, turn back to 
texts that speak of a Second Coming and a supernatural 
intervention" (10). Scriptural Fundamentalism results when 
normal people suffer a failure of nerve. 

There's something to that, but the failure of nerve took 
place in the twenties, when evangelicals expressed that 
faith in a second coming by turning awayfrom politics. They 
were content to live their "middle-American" lives as long as 
the elite left them alone. In the sixties, they began to feel 
pushed around by the elite, and so they began to push 
back. The •revival" that surprises Rabbi Silver was the 
re-entry of evangelicals into the public square. 

In fact, one could hardly ask for a better example of the 
"naked public square" which the secular elite has been 
forcing on "middle-Americans" (in the name of "the human 
capacity to build a bright future"-alone) than the choice 
Rabbi Silver poses to those who would '1ake a particular 
side" (and we know what side that is) "of some of the most 
contentious issues of the time ... not on the merits of the 
issue but because they believe their scripture has fore
closed all but one choice". Surely the choice here is sup
posed to be: Fundamentalism, or else the Dual Torah (or 
what Newman would can the "development of Christian 
doctrine"). But Rabbi Silver has slipped here, and the 
alternative to Fundamentalism is '1he merits of the issue", 
without, presumably, any "religious" input at all. Of course, 
an •inspired" commentary might be permitted, but one 
suspects such a commentary will sound more like Mario 
Cuomo than John Paul II. 

In brief, Rabbi Silver is promoting the scholarly concept 
of the Dual Torah in the hopes that the modern Oral Torah 
will sanctify a commentary so willful and "liberal" that social 
issues will once more be allowed to speak for themselves, 
without any interference from traditional religions. I fear, 
though, that this book will not achieve its goal, for the 
author's tone and assumptions will leave him preaching to 
the converted. 
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Dear Jan, 

Your selection of Daniel's The Story of Scripture as one 

of the choice books of the 1990 year gave me great 

pleasure. Thank you. If you could send me a copy 

of the brief item, I would be grateful--the children 

have made off with the one in my paper. 

A happy and a healthy year to you and to all who are 

dear to you. I hope the year brings good times to all 

of us, and to you and me a chance to spend some time 

together. 

Warm reaards, 
I 

Adele z. Silver 

12/19/90 
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Books and Authors 
Harvard Magazine 
7 Ware Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138-4001 

IIISO EAST ROULEVARO AT UNIVCRSIIY C IRCLE 

CLEVELAND. OHIO 44106 CARLE ADDRESS, MUSAIT (1£VELANO 

EVAN H . TURNER. OIRECIOR TELEPHONE , ( ~16 ) 4Jl - 7J40 

December 29, 1990 

Daniel Jeremy Silver '48, The Story of Scripture, Basic Books ($22.95). 

Silver's analysis of the emergence of scripture relates it to the spread 
of literacy and, using archaeology and the history of culture, examines 
the differences between the first Jewish scripture, the Bible, and the 
second, the Talmud, and notes similar development in the scriptures of 
Christianity and Islam. 

Posthumous publication 1990. 

Submitted by Adele Z. Silver 
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HOTLINE: TO USE THE RABBINIC HOTLINE DEVELOPED BY CCAR' S FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE FOR 
CONFIDENTIAL USE BY RABBIS' FAMILIES, CALL JASON EDELSTEIN COLLECT AT (O) (412) 372-1200; 
(H) 372-1,061 

}Jews Cetter 
CENTRAL ~NCE OF AMERICAN RAS81S 

192 LEXINGTON AVENUE • NEW YORK. N. V. 10016 

TEL.. ·212 - 684-4990 

FAX# (212) 689-1649 

December, 1990 XXXVll, No. 4 Kislev 5 7 5 1 

MAZON - 3i of all simchas - 2940 Westwood Blvd .. Los Angeles, CA 90064 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Samuel E. Karff 

"Some rabbis, you ask them a question 
and the first thing they do is look in a 
book to give you the answer. Another rabbi 
first looks in your eyes, comes up with an 
answer, and then looks in the book." 

These remarks were quoted from an 
interview with Rabbi Marc Angel of the 
Spanish and Portugese Synagogue, currently 
the president of the RCA. Angel identifies 
the second rabbi with his own Sephardic 
temper. We would identify the same rabbi 
with our liberal perspective on halacha. 

Rabbi Angel would insist of course 
that the texts to which he turns to validate 
or temper or delimit his response are 
believed to be God's teaching Torah mi
Sinai. Whereas I, a Reform rabbi, believe 
the covenant is rooted in divine revelation 
but the texts of Torah are human responses 
to God's gift and God's presence. 

In his last scholarly work, our 
colleague Daniel Silver, z"l, probed the 
historic tension between the authority of 
text and the demands of life. His book, 
"The Story of Scripture" notes that while 
we were the first people to consecrate 
written texts as God's authoritative 
teaching, the formative and most creative 
periods in biblical and rabbinic Judaism 
were marked by teaching committed to memory 
and studied and transmitted orally. Eight 
hundred years separate Moses from the 
scrolls of Moses, and the tradition of 
meticulous scribal copying without any 
insertions or deletions with the dawn of the 
Common Era. Those long periods of a 
genuinely oral law engendered openness and 
fluidity. 

Once a written text was regarded 

without qualification as divine teaching 
there were two possibilities. Creative 
exegesis could preserve the text's fluidity 
and responsiveness to life. Indeed "the 
rabbis made prodigious efforts to mitigate 
the limitations imposed by the existence of 
a scripture." But divine texts could also 
be rigidly restrictive. Reform is a 
movement that arose against "the 
authoritative, book-dominated side of the 
tradition." Daniel Silver concludes: "The 
text is not our homeland; life is ... except 
under rare circumstances in Jewish history 
the texts did not define life. Far more 
than has been generally recognized, life 
defined the texts." 

For an Orthodox colleague who believes 
in being open and human-centered the 
challenge is to keep the written teaching 
from being overly defining; for us the 
challenge is to find within the texts as we 
understand them the authority not only to 
expand - but also to limit the perimeters 
of the permissible. My moments of 
institutional soul-searching these days 
seems to focus on that issue. After looking 
that questioner in the eyes, are we able to 
say "no" as well as "yes?" 

"PRIORITIES"!!! 
We were shocked when, at the CCAR 

Executive Board meeting just finished, at 
the completion of Priscilla Poller' s 
splendid report on the Spouse Support Group 
which she chairs, far less than half of the 
members of the Executive Board were able to 
say that they have filled out the 
"Priorities" booklet of the SSG which has 
been distributed to all spouses. We blame 
rabbis regularly for not sharing with 
spouses and now it's the other way around. 



BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PV BLISH ERS 

10 EAST 53d STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 (212) 207-7057 

January 8, 1991 

Adele Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Cleveland, OH 44120 

Dear Adele, 

I thought you would like to see 
this letter which we received 
from The Jewish National and 
University Library. 

- ) • Steve'F4a-se 
Executive Editor 

SF/jc 



THE JEWISH NATIONAL & UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

P.O.B. 503 Jerusalem 91004 
Tel. (02)660351 Telex 25367 Fax e12-2-s2n 41 

G I F T S 

91004 0,)YJl,, S0J ,nn 
25367 op)" 660351 ll!>)" 

Mr. Steven Fraser 
Executive Editor 
Basic Books, Inc., Publishers 
10 East 53rd Street 
NEW YORK, N.V. 10022 

Dear Mr. Fraser, 

Ref. No. G-90-256 
June 7, 1990 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of a complimentary copy of 
the following of Basic Books' fine publications, authored by 
the late Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver,-

The Story of Scripture: 
to the Written Word 

(c1990) 

from Oral Tradition 

This book will be a most welcome new addition to our collec
tions which already contain six of his earlier publications. 
Incidentally, "The Story of Scripture" will be cited in one 
of the forthcoming issues of the JNUL's bibliographical quar
terly, "Kiryat Sefer". 

We thank you very much indeed for this contribution, and for 
your kind thoughtfulness and interest in the Jewish National 
and University Library. 

Yours truly, 

RM/pe Roberta Markus 

P.S. I have noted that according to the second card enclosed 
in the volume,the late Rabbi Silver had intended that 
his book be donated to the JNUL: thus we should great
ly appreciate your conveying to his widow and family 
our sincere thanks for his thoughtfulness, as well as 

our condolences at his sad and untimely demise. Thank 
you. 

copy: Prof. Malachi Beit-Ari~ 
Director 

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Glvat Ram 



Stephen Fraser 
Basic Books 
10 East 53rd Street 
New York NY 10022-5299 

Dear Steve: 

March 1, 1991 

The reviews of Daniel's book by more conservative--probably 
Orthodox--Jews have intrigued me. I wish he could have read them 
and told me what he thought of them! Despite the disapproval, 
and even the tone of hurt, that flavors most of them, I'm glad to 
have them and grateful to whoever at Basic is charged with the 
task of sending them on to me. In turn, I'm sending you--very 
belatedly, for which I apologize--the Plain Dealer's mention of 
it in the Christmas book section (page 6). 

I hope you're well and that Basic is flourishing. 

All good wishes, 

Adele z. Silver 
2841 Weybridge Road 
Shaker Heights OH 44120 
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society, politics and philan- accomplish goals and take all American history. It details 
thropy. charge of our lives. their rise and su\>sequent fall. 

The Journey from Prape Jb S?.rv of Scriptufc! by The author is a scion of that 
Street by Hana Demetz (SL Diii1ef 7ver (Dasie OOts) family. practicing law in New 
Martin's Press) is a sequel to ~vides fascinating detailed Jersey. The book describes the 
the author's previous autogra- information on the spread of extravagances of the very 
phical novel about a young literacy among the upper weallhy and lheir heartaches as 
girl's experience in wartime classes which resulted in Man- well. 
Czechloslavakia. This is about ldnd's recording of living oral Current paperback offerings 
a marriage gone som, and a ttaditions. The truly creative include the Joy Luck Club by 
woman's attempts to find a era in each of the three West- Amy Tan (Ballantine Books) 
meaningful existence. Life in. em religions-Judaism, Christi- offering vignettes that alter
war devastated Eastern Europe, anity, and Islamic, blossomed nately delineate the lives of 
and in the America of the before writing was developed. four Chinese women and their 
1950s, are all very well de- Thus, much of what is now · American-born daughters in 
scribed. reputed to be God-given has , California. The stories reflect 

Doctor 117641 by Louis J. been subject through the ages the common bond between 
Michaels, M.D. (Yale Univtl'- to fiequent revisions. mothers and daughters the 
sity), a moving Holocaust One by One: Facing the world over, in all generations. 
memoir by a psychoanalyst, Holocaust by Judith Miller Fire On the Rim by Stephen 
describes his experiences in (Simon & Schuster) represents J. Pyne (Ballantine) about 
death camps after the Nazis . fine investigative reporting on wildland firefighters, describes 
invaded the Netherlands. The how various countries react to one season in the activities of 
author, a Jewish medical stu- memories of the Holocaust. a crew working in the Grand 
dent, was caught crouing the Young people in Gennany are Canyon. Gone With the Wind 
border into Belgium and sent ashamed of their nation's Nazi by Herb Bridges and Harry C. 
to Auschwitz. This is a very past. Austrians picture them- Boodman (Fireside Books; 
personal story of his survival selves as Hitler's first victims. originally published by Simon 
as a productive human being. The Netherlands have more or and Schuster) honors the 50th 

Between Redemption and less accepted Anne Frank as anniversary of that great 
Perdition by Robert S. Wis- their unofficial patron sainL movie, which has become an 
trich (Routlege) examines mod- 1be Soviet Union has not yet endearing classic reshown peri
em anti-Semitism and Jewish ftlCOIIU7.Cd the Holocaust. even odically. Numerous excellent 
identiy. My Brother's Keeper though the Nazis extenninated photographs accompany the 
edited by Antony Polansky IOIIIC 700,000 Soviet Jews. texL 
(also Roudedge) is about re- Emma Goldman in Exile by 
cent Polish debates on the Alice Wexla (Beacon Press) 
HolocausL Both these books traces the life of a fiery radi-
are excellendy written and pro- cal, remembered for her ardent 
vide a vivid picture of Old SUJ?PM of anarchism and the 
World prejudice against Jews- militant labor movements of 
bolh in the put and the pres- early 20th Century America. 
enL They arc well worth read- Her views on free speech, free 
ing. love, and the rights of striking 

Sacred Fragments by Neil . workers and homosexuals are a 
Gillman (Jewish Publication • matter of record. She spent the 
Society) attempts to answer last two decades of her life 
some very difficult q~tions without a home, speaking out 
of our modem times. Rabbi against Russia, and seeking 
Gillman argues that there are love and friendship. Near the 
still viable answers for doubt- end of her life, she found con
ers among us. Each chapter tentment among Spanish pea
addresses a different pezplexing ants. This is a fascinating por
issue of modem Jewish theol- trait of an intensely interesting 
ogy, and studies the phi- troubled free soul. 
losphies of some of the most The Papers or Thomas A. 
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• Swimming • Polllt'y 
• Soccer • Field Trips 
• Music • Cemlval 
• Basebaft • Color War 
• Drama/Dance • Israeli Schlichlm 
New Elective Program choices include: 
• Swim Team • Woodworking 
• Junior Lifesaving • Jewelry Making 
• Newspaper • Dolmaking 
• Photography • Pertorming Arts 
We are also offering a Sports Academy including sports instruc

tion along with competitive play. 
Applications are now being accepted for the 1991 season. Inquire 

at the front office at the JCC, 100 Grant Ave., Deal, N.J. 07723. 
531-9100. 

Appllcatlons for Specialty Counselors being accepted! 

A 35 ACRE DAY CAMP WITH THE 
COMPLETENESS OF SLEEPAWAY 

We have what no one else has: 
Olympic Swimming Facility 

4 pools - Diving - Daily instruction 
Batting Cage - Pitching Machines 

Major League Infield 
Street Hockey 
Arena Soccer 

Performing Arts Center 
Extensive Elective Program 

Hot Lunches in our Magnificent Dining Facility 

FOR INFORMATION 
CALL (201) 938-3760 

0 



~~~ 
/5dtl.«f¥J~r~i-
•. r-r~ d>t,/~ ~ ~ 

t?~a.u1~ ~~key~ 

~ a-✓ /,,u{.~L, ~7- ~~k 

-i:4· ckvu ?J-~ ~- ~~ 
~/~- ~~-



~Av-.. O-claP1 -
J ~ -\J....'1 iJ -'d,..o,~ ~ I 

f!)~~~()""\,..a~-~d 
N....X...~ ~~ 

~~__..,. 

~tl 'VV'I-WII'\.~~~ ~ ~"-~~. 
~ -- ~ ....... ~.~ 

' ' ' ~~~~ 4-~ ~ ~.....-.... ' Q\A.., 
I! 

h ~ UwGIII....,_.,~ ~ ~Iii 

'-4 ~~Pl[' jtJJt.e ~ 





Dear Del, 

The first line in Daniel's book is speaking to me
-he put it very nicely, to say 'the spiritual 
innocent'. He could have honestly said--ignorance. 
This book, obviously is trying to correct that failing, 
and the first chapter (introduction) already 
illuminates your understanding, and certainly 
stimulates your thinking. 

We are very pleased to have this edition of his book 
and thank you for sending it to us. We are sure it 
was a momumental task for you to see this through 
its publication, but are proud that he could make 
yet another contribution to Biblical Literature even 
in his poor state of health. The presentation by 
Prof. Machinist will be outstanding, I am sure--no 
more than the book deserves. Needless to say, it 
is our terrible loss that this will be the last from 
his fertile mind. 

Our family is scattered all over--Lynn, Shira and 
Nadav with Janie and David and Dara are in Israel 
for another three or four weeks, Jonathan and Daniel 
at Camp in Ga., and Gennye left yesterday for two 
months at Camp Ramah in Mass. So, I only have to 
keep tabs on Arie, Sammy, Mother, Leon,--and our new 
addition! The girls gave Leon a Pomeranian for his 
birthday, and this 5 lbs of fluff can keep you busy. 

Gene tells me you had a nice occasion in California 
and will~ditional days of relaxation at the beach 
with Betsy. That sounds great, and I hope the heat 
will not be unbearable. It is hot here, too, but 
nothing out of the ordinary for us--maybe, a little 
hotter. The reports from the West are scorching just 
to hear about the temperatures. 

We hope this finds you well. I am sure the children 
will come in for the special presentation. Give them 
our best regards. 

Love and Kisses, 



MRS. ROBERT FEITLER 
1712 EAST CUMBERLAND BOULEVARD 

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN !53211 
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