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DANIEL JEREMY SILVER - RABBI 

DR. LEONARD S. KRAVITZ 
53 S. PARKER DR. 
MONSEY, N,Y, 10952 

DEAR LENNY, 

FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

I AM DOWN TO THE LAST FEW CITATIONS IN MY TEXT--A 
BOOK FOR BASIC BOOKS--AND I WONDER IF YOU CAN HELP 
ME. MOST OF THE SOURCES HAVE BEEN CHECKED AND 
TRACKED DOWN BY MOSHE BERGER, AT THE CLEVELAND COLLEGE 
OF JEWISH STUDIES, AND BY MY AND MY WIFE'S DIGGING, 
BUT THESE REMAIN TO BE PROPERLY CITED, 

I WILL BE MOST GRATEFUL. 

ALL GOOD WISHES, 

DJS:MP 

ENCL, 

SINCERELY, 
.-., 

~ 
DANIET JEREMY SILVER 
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Two inquiries from the Jerusalem Talmud 

1. The Tannaim, the sages of the second and third centuries, successors 
to the Pharisees after The Temple's destruction, were aware that there 
were still unresolved textual questions (J. Taanit 26a-b) and that 
flawed scrolls were in circulation. 

The citation seems to be inaccurate, and I cannot locate the correct source. 

2. They would have denied with every breath that the Mishnah was a second 
Torah, which in fact it was. Indeed, they sometimes admitted as much: 
Mishnah Me'kademet le Mikra (J. Sab. le). In certain practical matters, 
Mishnah takes precedence over scripture. 

Again, the citation seems to be one I have lost. 



One inquiry about an incomplete, and now unretrievable, quotation: 

As early as 553 Justinian in his Novella Constitutio signals this approach 
when he allows the Jews a rabbi but condemns the study of the second 
scripture: "For it is not part of the sacred books ... and certainly without 
divine [authority?]" (Baumgarten, Justinian and the Jews, 37). 

No book by Baumgarten is listed in Books in print. Do you know such a book, 
or might this be a citation from an article now lost to me? 



• 

One inquiry about a rabbinic story 

A king had two slaves whom he loved intensely. He gave each one a measure 
of wheat and a bundle of flax. The intelligent one wove the flax into a 
cloth and made flour from the wheat, sifted it, ground it, kneaded it, baked 
it, and before the king returned set it (the bread) on the table on a cloth 
he had made. The stupid one did not do a thing (with the gifts the king had 
given him). After some time the king returned from his trip and said to 
them: "My sons, bring me what I gave you." One brought out the table set 
with bread on the tablecloth; the other brought out the wheat in a basket and 
the bundle of flax with it. What an embarrassment that was! Which do you 
think was more beloved? ... (Similarly) when the Holy One, Blessed be He, gave 
the Torah to Israel, He gave it as wheat from which to make flour and flax 
from which to make clothing through the rules of interpretation." 

Do you know where this comes from? 
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cvn ,1,l:,1 t)W, c,,J7.)1 vn:, en 'lll 
,1.)vn ,1;, ,:uac ,ac ,,,t)r.) n::s ',ac::it), 
,n,i:ilil 'Da ',::,',ac , ,nae 'n u,n;ae ,:J ....,"'" 
KtllK1 .n,:ac :ran,p n,,nt) i11.l'1.ln ,·:, n, 
',:, 1a PKDl1 ,a:, ,n 0:11lJ :'IWlt) 

,,wp, :i, n"'lin'nt 'D llC nzu10', ,aac 
n,,aca ac, iltl':>K',an ,,,m;ac il,,n tan 
n11n l,N 'lJD ",, ,:'IWD ,1, ~ K,-UX, .,,,., 

',:, 11 ipnJ' ,,,.,. ,n 11',acp ,01nwn 1n 
,nae p,0c1.) r,n m,»., 'l>D ;,',,:, min., 

nn i1l1, 'DD nw ac',ac n•lPil ,,DK ac',w 
,1,,ox:,',ac ',,p 1' ;,',',at ,;,n n,::s ,:i, ,:, an., 

l'K'l'',ac, a:,n,ac i1'D IG'Ul.l '1,n ',:, .,l 
ac.inD:>n ':t'lO ,,,n K'n ,:,',',1 :t1lna 1~', 
a,;, ,C' 'll.l i1lni1 ml.l r,ac1l n:n,ac 
,;,',ac n'W1.) 1\1 1Ml ,in;. ac,ac 1K0ln', 
n,1',al ;n,,:un 'l'' ',i ,,, ,,,-,_ lPJ' 
K'J'K ,n ,,,1.l'?a .,,,,oan ,-,,,:,, ,,,n,inl.l 

lD a,,;ac :,',!)Ji ,,,.,. anm ,n,,:un 'DD 
n,1,1',an -u,,w',ac, ::i',i',',ac, n::>~o,ac ':1DJ 
,n',at ilaJ',ac ac,-u,,:i ,;, ac,i,,1, a,,.,z,a,., 

i1'nc0, ',J~1.) ,m ,aa', ;acp, ;,w', n','nc a,.., 
,;, ill ',i',122,x ',ip,an .il'1'lC'IZ'I 'D lmcl 
11,,n nae,:i n-,,P ,., iU1.)K'n',ac ms-acp,x i1'T.1 

.,:i',D 1', ,:, 1i:,1 'lM'1w " ,:, 
n'in 1• ,,,,, .1101',ae n,aam',ac n,,IP'nci 
11l n,,,w , nau, am '101n 1', i'1~7.) ,n,,,w 
ff'l' ac',, Ki1'1) ,au, ac,, ,.,,,,l ;i',',ac ',:sp 
at', 'ntp ,,,oan',K 'D Im fl',K 'I> K', K,'UD 
am Kl'l ,.,, . uaa :;,:in ac'rl ,,-,, 110111 

,n,nat 0;i'1 ;,:n,li :m:2 ,::i, ;iiv,;,w D'lf'l)i't oa~a., 
,pn,:u, 'J'l'Z'lit ,,0,;,,. ~n,,. l'Xtl "'~Wi't QDin, 

,,:in, ac,,:2,, ne npn,,ll natJ :,e n,~n " 1,:n 
l'ii• rn '1::,'7 l'al _,,,, 'l'l)ii1~ J'I :,s,,, ,n',,rD ao 
,n,• i'l'i1 0'Pl~o,23:, n,,p> 'l~Pl """ 01, ., PD~ ,'°'' 
U'li ::in:n ,l'D~n t>•J:,.i', •'1:l p',n n'l:O 'lC'D 
lit ;"0) 0,,:,;, ,p,,i. , ·,:i a.,D a,~,,, n,~i'D 
0'1,,'1 D'ffl"" :A,Dl'Di ;rp,n 1'1 1nm, :r,v,;w 
li'ID l'Jil:l M?l l:'r~f 1'C'0iD 1'11 D'D? J 'D?lJ?l 
M'J,m :,,,n~ C'lD it?ll' ,at Jil ,. .,,o.,z,;, '/::,, 
111, •ac,,::i m ,,:, 1"'i-t1' n,m ~;, 0,,l,;, 
.c,0,!)1:l. ii,t:-'i'Tl' 'lD7' ,,,~, ?:) 'npny:,, .. 0,,,p,gac1 

, .. t,l:>1 t,i1n C'iJD1 vr0 en 'll1 l'l .,,l,, 
':>lac ,x ,-. i,t,7l n:i ',100,;m ,nn cw, 

».i ,11 ,nae 'i1 U':'l?K 'i1 ?KiW' ,7lvn ,es 'Tl 
nvn,p n,,na :,1.),i,n 'ii n,in ',:,;n m,:uil 'D7J 
,n,, ,pw, ,c,:, c',J1 nwl~ nw,l 111 .ncae 
m,nl w,w :n,nw ,s,; ac,ac ,me ,a,:, ;:,,., 
l'K 0,,,.,0n, a,:,,,am;, ,,acvn ,;11,,p, iin 
rl, inn ,11 c,DK ,n,in nv:7.), ,cnl n',,,n 
11 ,n,x., aci.,w iii.lac ,a,nwn \ll n11n rN 
,me p,ocD r,n i1'lPi1 'DD n',i:, n,inn a,:,w 
ac,n nn .. 11J1, 'l>D nwl.l ar,ac ;,•:ipn ,,aac ac,v 
0,,n,n ill.lD 'ii n,,n, - 10 :n::s 'ii ili ,:, 
nit,:,n nl vr n:iw n,ac ',:, ae,x - a,,a,:,:, 
n,~n ltnn ac'n ,n 'i1 u,:i.,w 'D' n,aca,s,l1 
• 11 0' 'lD il::Sni, m1l r,am ;,:,,,ac ,nn0:,n 
n,w ,,, ,7.):, 7' ',',en;,', K,X c,ac', l'Ml 
n,r,m i11''lK1 'l'' ',l ',',Dnnw :i;,r ,;i,1 
'DD Kii1 Dl ,:i,p0n i'IW'M'D 1:,, . u ,, niin7J 
ro,an n,,1 a,,il 0,vn, uacw nn ,n,,:21,, 
arn mi,,n a,;,.,nm z,,1,1:n ,a,r.n :i'n',m 

anm ,u', ,i,ac, nv1n', 'i1 ,1.)KW m,:sn i11.)JJ 
-,,:i,m ,K'li'l17 i11ll 11.)ltl n,n,1,w 'rlm pi 
nanl ,,,.,. ann 'l'DWn rnn i,0,n .,, n,,7.);, 

·" 'l'1D ac', ,:, ,,:,, 'ln,w 'n ,:, ti»in 

. 
n,,n nw ac,,i, .n 'nc:in , , , w n n , , 0 , , 

'n ne min aci:in ac'n , 11 ',cln ac', ;,wl) 

ac', i1l7JD V'll' lm ill '10in, X'n ,;,n',it 
Im ,,.,, '101n 1', icK ,W1i'l>l 1',i :iin:,:i 

n,,_ 64 .a~ ,, DI' 6.3 ., ,, n•1i:1 63 

.:a as '11 67 . , , DI' 65 . , ;, 0,,:n .::i ,: 
:in~ .Jat:, 1J •i'Jl'Jrl M1Jl rn. 11) "'Dl':t Cll1l:, 
i'IWD o•iis,o,-n 0,p,0D.i :,~ ,~:i, iDillCW ;n ,, 
11 .,pn~. :l'\n) 110 Dl 68 . •,n,-m Dito 
.0112» "l'J)lmi'f. 01,n; il'mt "at 1Dil c,e-, 
,z,~ 71 .• ~ ~t, ~i?:l 70 ,I 1'1 1\1 69 

,•on,a 1'~• ,~;. 0~,12, .1,:~ 'i1 ,i,,0~ 
0,,.,. n::,~ ,,. 1,il .,,n,at. 1.t .a •• :ii·at 73 

1-o"l min ~' ,;i;,;:, i,,a::i, ;1,;, ':>'1iit ns,:1p 
,nz,iin, ,,n,,,;u, De' me, .. ,,me. ·c,,ac,, :in D''mn: 
"ni::ivn ,,:1,. ln:, o,,l , .,,~ i't .,.•. 111.;~t"":'i? .. 
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a,1,n:s nin• ,,.,. MW,Dl 'i'I 0:>K':ll i1'i'I' 

'n,ac'n,ac 'n1>'nn .nw ,,::i, -p ac, ,:i ,:i,1 

mc,0:i i'Jlat ,a,,, '"'* nacn• K'iac ,:u;ac tx 
;,n'll ,n,::,n, i'IJ&Ot, ,,,:,n iac',Jl ,,, ; # 

i1l0 i0Dl' 110' Ki'l 0''DJ ',i;, ;r,1,J ,,,, 
;i; ,ac,,:11 or,:, ,., .,.,l, -=a r:i Ill:> 
i1>;'1l ,,,m n:, 'l ,aw1 ac'n ',icp rnnll:i 
,,,,,;, 'lK'I ;acp, ,n:, ,zi,JJ ac;, n,,w,.,; ,;, 
'00i1l MKilll ',acp, ,i11,X 'lD1 'lG '1J 0TU 
::uci,1::,,1 n,n., ',:s ,,,-o 0,, ;iw, ,,;, ,,,1 

,:s,, n',,p ,m i1'1i:i ::11,c'JK ;,pn;, rm 
11'K il1' il'IO D'lD ',ac D'll> i1W1l ,ac 'i'I 
'llJTlK JKDlac',ac l'I' .., acr.,:, 'lJ' ,,,,,, ',at 
am 0ac,0',ac n,;, ,n ,,,,:, ;i:inn aac',::a 17l 

,0'll)l Cl'll> 'PO JK\ ::iact,1:,1,ac Pl 'lffl' 'JI:) 
.m',p am:, ',PJ',1:i nmnac ,;m,a, K'im 
c,,; K'llk.,. J'D'l lX ,::iaci',ac 'nu,.,., 
'matiKl ',:i 0;,,ac,n'::>Kl ,n,;. 0i1'nK' 

i1'n•' K? l'lt> 'i117l ,:u,ac 'Pl' ,.,., ,n'rnc 
,n,:s ,::i,::,, 11 ,:u',1 17l ::i;i,, ip, , ,m 

,,:i ,. 0K'K ,,:i i'1l ':U' ,nn 'Pl'I) 

Kl'Ki ,p, ,i'1'lll i1l a,,, ac', ,. iiTDIC 

n,0ac':, 'Dl'1 i101)l 00:S' JMl "iln' 17l DillD 

niK'lD lllt) ,., ,np ;,',,p 'D '"'"• .,,., am:, 
,n,., n,,1 'ffl' 1• ,,,,,s ,n c,,;, , ,n,',1 

~VlKl i1DJ ',acp KW 'n7l U'li ,SWl ,K"M 
} ,,n1 1,nac ',ac -,:ii ,acp, ,a:,', 'i'I n,s, n1.2 
~l' 1,::i:s 1,n1 an,acp, n, ',:,:i ac,:s, ,ac, 

.ICU' 1,:s:s MW l'lCl 

.0'DV1i'1 Jt) n,u, 'i1 iUDM'n'nc i"MJKP.,., 
rnin',w n'in ,,,.,,1 ~ -rpnJ' ~ ,.,,,, 
n,v,',1 ,;, at'in au,.,,, au,,,ac:i n,,,.1,,.,;. 

i'1illli'I 'D7l 1n',:, K.ill1 ,i1W ,.,, n',ur.,',1 
n',',ac ',::ip JD .,,;:, n', n,s, 1,-uac 'lP 
,aac',:, fK'lD',at ,,:ro ,;, n,1:0, ,,,.,. ;,J,;. 
;,,;, liT ac',ac ',,1,;K ,.,,, 'i1'1)') a;,, K'1l 
,,aau n'1u7l::a ;uan ,;,,;ac '11, ,,,.,. ,aac',o,ac 
.,,,:,,acu, 1,,rD'l :in:,,, 'i0l' ,m :,,;, ,;,.,, 
Im ,ppint, 'DC> 1,,:,, 1,iJ'KiVll Kmll':>ln 

,,:a, 1:, ac; . ,:s ,:i,ac a,',n::a ,iin1 ,,.,_ 
,; aa ,wac ar:unw ''117'',r,s ;,:i.,n, .u nw1J 
,a',D ,,, ',s1 illi0l at'l,il' 'I> '1, '111 tnn.i 
x,,z, ,,.,, ,~,, wu 'm'mn1J1 ,,n,ro ,v,;n, 
',ac,1,:s ,W'l':7 l7l) ,n1D', ,.,,,, 1',ac:, 11m 011J 

'WV1l r,1 i1;llC i'lliDl ',ac,i:u lllJ i:i,w:, 
,n,1, .-,, n,nw', ,;, i1>111 ,,,m n:, ,:s 
,n1,1 'll)1 'lD "' 0T'U ,n,,:, 'llC'I ,1.)., .n::, 
U'K i1111D1 .ss ,;, ,,,1 ,::,a;u nlnlJl iDaci 

mn,n ,; s,am ac'n ,u,n. ,rnn:i, ac',1 -p 
0'll) i111D 1,ac 'i'I ,:i,, nt,,n, \iDI .,,,, ;',:, 

iDi',:, ,54 in;i ',ac Vl'lt "\:11' ,~ 0'll> 'nt 
,,:in ,,:1-m ni,n 0,11 0-nc, ,iar r,v, a~ 

,,::a,;i v., ,,n1 n•n r, cn'ntn ,,;, ac,n i::, 
pnn nDnD nn ,0'll>:S 0'll> ac,,,11 ,., 1,J 'IK'I 
,,,:a,n ,,:anm . uiDn iD:, ',:::,11:a ,,:iM.i 
r,1 alis,:i 1,mn mn:i, r, a,ar:u,, ',:,11 

Im 0'l11 nr.,:, IC'll.i -.W'l1 W'1 /i'1 11r0 

DJ'i,;,', IC':Ui1 1D l'l'Plll11 r, ,tim \ianl' 
111,:::iln ,; aci:in11 i, ,aw,, H mn:s1:1 ,:s, 
. ;;::, ,; Ki:in ac, 11 a•vnn ,nae ,ac 0'22' ~nae 
nrmw ,,, -,, 11,::,n;,111 'D a;m u,ac, i:i,, 

,,Dkl ,11,',1 nw,v, ,,.,:, i1:ll'fft),, ,'On :i',;, 
,,., .1,mn ,; aa flt .. ; st 1llD ,; ,np nn,i 
1111D ,:11 , tli:,n,11 lDT ',:, 1Uln'l1 '",:)ii n, 
i'l1.) .,,,.,n, ,,D, ,,.,. i'lli'l1 lll' ',::, u•:z, 
,,n1 1,mc ~K ,:i, "11laci ,11• a:,; 'n mJ' 
ac,:i, ,:i:i r,mc ,,nae, ,11 .,,, ',:,:s ato' ;., 

... ac,:a, ',:i::a nwD r~ "~.J-" 
.a,Dwn lll n,,n .,,, , .1 , 1.2 11 rs , , 0 , n , , f,ol'(\ 

u,,,::i nnDli1 nn n,,nn ',::,w rDll11 ,anm ""~ .... ,.. ~ -
ac,;,v,i ,MWD'7 nln'l11 eo rn,nn arn mn a,,n J..d 

.nam n',i::, ,,.,. ;ip,1,iv, iD1',::, ,n,,:iln 'Oil n',,:, b~,t\; 

11 ir~lCV1ili'I ,,, ',J nn11t a,,,;,w n,1n •;r "'.,..c, 

ann •'7• n,1nn Mi• n,::,,ac ,,,, ran ,,,:i, lu-.i:\ 
f, ,~) 

n',yD:i ac,nvn , ,,,. nJ'li'1 ,n a,;r,, ,,,, 
:,,:,,,am n',,:, :in,:, 1,m 1'lD'1 1,,,p11 ,,:i, 
1'11 .•2 pp,nD KiPl i::,i ,n,n,1D1 ;,,,,r,01 
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from Maimonides 

• 1. "The Torah has been revealed from heaven. This implies our belief that 
the whole of this Torah found in our hands this day is the Torah that 
was handed down by Moses and that it is all of divine origin. By this 
I mean that the whole of the Torah came with him from before God in a 
marlher that is metaphysically called 'speaking'; but the real nature 
of that communication is unknown to everybody except to Moses to whom 
it came. In handing down the Torah, Moses was like a scribe writing 
from dictations the whole of it, its chronicles, its narratives and 
its precepts." 

}• " ... [no difference between verses like] 'and the sons of Ham were Cush and 
~Mizraim, Put and Canaan' (Gen. 10:6) ... and verses like 'I am the Lord 

--~-,----/" your God' (Ex. 20:2) and 'Hear O Israel' (Deut. 6:4). They are all 
equally of divine origin and all belong to 'the law of the Lord which 
is perfect, pure, holy and true."' Maimonides then goes on to quote a 
rabbinic legend which calls Manasseh the worst of all infidels because 
he had taught that there were significant and insignificant sentences in 
the Sefer Torah ("a kernel and a husk"). Maimonides concludes: "Truly, 
there are in every letter of the Torah wise maxims and admirable truths ... " 

3. "The words that I have communicated to you orally, you are not allowed to 
put down in writing (b. Git. 60b) shows extreme wisdom in regard to the 
law for it was meant to prevent what has ultimately come about in this 

/ respect. I mean the multiplicity of opinions, the variety of schools, 
the confusions occurring in the expression of what is put down in 
writing, the negligence that accompanies what is written down, the 
divisions of the people who are separated into sects, and the production 
of confusion with regard to actions." 

I can no longer locate any of these three quotations. 

qJo'~ 
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N~ bl,'-e,l ~ 

Gt,(_~ 
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BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

' I 
l It 

L ! , 
10 EAST 53d STREET, NEW YORK. N. Y. 10022 

To Steve 

From Phoebe 

' 

PUBLISHERS 

(212) 207-7057 

4 May 1989 

I decided, after wrestling further with the wandering and redundancy of 
Silver's first chapter, to hold off making a final organization of it 
till I finish the entire manuscript and have a firmer grip on it as a whole. 

Here, though, is chapter 2. It hangs together better, though loosely, but 
headings, A and B, should guide the reader from point to point. I've 
managed to cut about five pages, though I think he should provide some 
stronger connections at several points. 

Here· is the chapter outline in respect to headings: 

Chapter 2. Sacred Speech: Pre-Exilic Writings 

The Spoken Word 
The Written Word 

Educ~~on and the Power of Memory 
(fto incorporate also pages 92-93, also on memory) 

Early Scribes and Record Keeping 
The Beginnings of Scripture 

The Tongues of the Prophets 
The Royal Chronicles 
The Wisdom Literature 

The Oral Tradition of God's Instructions 
Moses and the Covenant at Sinai 
Joshua 
Samuel 
Josiah's Scroll 

(I'd like to curtail this drastically, but haven't 
suggested it yet. What do you think?) 

Conclusion 

I'll be in the office next Tuesday for sure, and if convenient on Wednesday 
or Thursday. You can call me if you want on this Friday and MOnday at (914) 
265-3806. 

fo 

1' ... + ru..A.~ ➔ 

(!_,I~ .,:;.,,,..J, ,4-f ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Marie: 

The edited manuscript is ready to be taken to Shaker Secretarial for packaging / 
and mailing--with these exceptions: 

The sin le- a e outline t Phoebe Hoss made for the Prologue and for / 
Chapter 6 need to be xeroxed so that we can return one to her and have a , 
copy or my 1 es at home. 

The letter I wrote, and you typed, for Phoebe Hoss, is at Temple and needs/ 
to be put with this stack .of chapters~l..4-s~ 

Please have Shaker Secretarial do it the surest and safest way. It might even 
be wise to call Phoebe Hoss at Basic--or wherever she's working this summer-­
to ask what exact address and what form of mail they have found best. V 
MANY, MANY THANKS! 

~ 
ADELE, I CALLED PHOEBE IIAAS AT HOME AND SHE SUGGESTED SENDING 
TO HER AT BASIC BOOKS AND VIA EXPRESS MAIL, BOX WENT TO SHAKER 
SECRETARIAL THIS MORNING AND THEY WILL TAKE CARE OF, 

YOU ARE CERTAINLY TO BE COMM~NDED FOR ALL THE WORK THAT YOU 
DID ON TH IS ! ! ! 



I 

ARLENE, PLEASE PACKAGE AND SEND EXPRESS MAIL TO: 
H0SS 

MS I PHOEBE~ 
BASIC BOOKS, INC. 
10 EAST 53D STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 



.. • 

Ms. PHOEBE Hoss 
DEVELOPMENT EDITOR 
BASIC BooKs, lNc. 
10 EAST 53D STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 

DEAR Ms. Hoss: 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791-nss 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831·3233 

JULY 19, 1989 

THE BOOK HAS GONE THROUGH ANOTHER ROUND--THIS ONE THE LAST 
ONE, l TRUST, MY HUSBAND AND l ARE MOST APPRECIATIVE OF 
YOUR HARD WORK AND OF YOUR INTELLIGENT INTEREST IN HIS 
MANUSCRIPT, AND OF YOUR UNDERSTANDING AS WE WENT THROUGH 
THE LABORIOUS PROCESS OF EDITING THAT l DESCRIBED TO YOU 
ON THE PHONE, HE HAS NOW EXAMINED EVERYTHING: YOUR SUG­
GESTIONS, MY QUESTIONS, AND ALL TERRAIN BETWEEN, HIS 
ANSWERS AND DECISIONS ARE EMBODIED IN THIS FINAL VERSION, 
WHEREVER YOU DON 1 T UNDERSTAND IDEAS OR HAVE QUESTIONS 
THAT YOU BELIEVE EVERY READER MAY HAVE, PLEASE DON'T HESI­
TATE TO COME TO US AGAIN, HOWEVER DIFFICULT THE PROCESS 
MAY BE, THE END RESULT IS ONE WE ARE ALL AGREED ON: A 
FIRST-RATE BOOK THAT MEETS THE STANDARDS MY HUSBAND HAS 
ALWAYS SET FOR HIMSELF, HE IS CONFIDENT, AND SO AM l, THAT 
THIS FINAL EDITED VERSION DOES THAT, 

You'll NOW HAVE THE COPY-EDITING TO DO OVER AGAIN, IN THE 
HOPE THAT TASK CAN BE MADE EASIER, I'M RETURING TO YOU THE 
ORIGINAL VERSION WITH ALL OF YOUR FLAGS AND COPY-EDITING, 
WHETHER THIS WILL HELP OR ONLY COMPLICATE YOUR TASK, l 
DON 1 T KNOW, BUT MY DECISION TO RETURN IT--WHICH YOU AND l 
HAD TALKED ABOUT--1s BASED ENTIRELY ON THE HOPE THAT IT 
WILL HELP! MANY OF MY HUSBAND'S INITIAL ANSWERS TO YOUR 
QUERIES ARE ON THE FLAGS, AND l THINK YOU MAY FIND THEM 
ILLUMINATING, 

THESE ARE SOME OF THE AREAS IN WHICH l SUSPECT YOU WILL 
STILL FIND PUZZLES: 

1) BIBLIOGRAPHY: WHEREVER POSSIBLE, l HAVE INCLUDED IN 
THE BODY OF THE TEXT THE MATERIAL YOU WILL NEED FOR A BIB­
LIOGRAPHY, l BELIEVE THAT ALL ARE HERE, BUT IF YOU FIND 

I 
WE VE MISSED SOME, PLEASE LET ME KNOW, 

. . . . ,. 
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2) ITALICS/No ITALICs--cAps/No CAPS: THESE CONTINUE TO 
PLAGUE AMORAIM, SAVORAIM, MIDRASH, TANNAIM, ETC, l THOUGHT, 
AT FIRST, THAT l WOULD FOLLOW THE STYLE USED IN HISTORY OF 
JUDAISM, WHICH BASIC PUBLISHED SOME YEARS AGO, BUT THEN l 
RECOGNIZED YOUR MARKINGS DIFFERED AND THAT . THE HOUSE MAY 
HAVE CHANGED ITS STYLE, l LEAVE THIS WHOLE QUESTION EN­
TIRELY IN YOUR HANDS, THE SINGLE WORD MY HUSBAND STRONGLY 
BELIEVED SHOULD BE CAPS WAS ASHURIT, THE NAME OF THE SQUARISH 
HEBREW SCRIPT USED IN TORAHS; YOU MIGHT WISH TO CHECK, 
YOUR . QUESTION ABOUT CAPITALIZING "INSTRUCTIONS," WHEN THE 
WORD STANDS ALONE, AND LEAVING IT l,c, WHEN MODIFIED BY 
"DIVINE" OR Goo's," SEEMS FINE TO MY HUSBAND, BUT I NOTE 
THAT'S NOT PRECISELY HOW THE MANUSCRIPT WAS MARKED, 

3) NAMES: JUDAH OR JUDEA, THE ONE INCONSISTENCY YOU MEN­
TION, IS FURTHER COMPLICATED BY THE QUESTION OF WHEN TO 
BEGIN USING PALESTINE AND PALESTINIAN FOR THE SAME AREA, 
MY HUSBAND SUGGESTS USING PALESTINE ONLY BEGINNING WITH 
ROMAN TIMES, JUDEA AND JUDEA ARE INTERCHANGEABLE IN POST­
EXILIC TIMES, BEFORE THE EXILE, USE ONLY JUDAH, PLEASE 
NOTE THAT GAON SAADYA B, JOSEPH IS USED FOR HIS WHOLE NAME: 
SAADYA GAON IS USED AT ALL OTHER TIMES, 

4) HEADS, SUBHEADS, EPIGRAAHS: THE TYPIST HAS PUT IN 
HEADINGS WITHOUT REGARD TO & B HEADS. AGAIN, THAT FINAL 
DECISION IS IN YOUR HANDS, BUT PLEASE NOTE THAT MY HUSBAND 
HAS CHANGED THE WORDING OF SOME HEADS AND WANTS HIS WORDING 
TO BE FINAL, HE HAS ELECTED TO USE EPIGRAPHs--A VERY 
ATTRACTIVE IDEA YOU PROPOSED!--ONLY FOR CHAPTER HEADINGS 
AND NOT FOR SUBHEADS, 

You HAVE HELPED us IMMEASURABLY BY YOUR EDITING SUGGESTIONS, 
AND WE HOPE THAT THIS CLEAN, EDITED, AND REVISED COPY WILL 
BE IN TURN A HELP TO YOU, 

WITH ALL GOOD WISHES, 

SINCERELY, 

ADELE z. SILVER 

AZS:MP 

..... . 
. . . . . ... · . 
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BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

10 EAST 53d STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 (212) 207-7057 

10 August 1989 

Dear Adele: 

More than merely a help, the "clean, edited, and 
revised copy" of your husband's manuscript that you returned to 
me has been a joy to read. He has pulled it all together so that 
his scholarship, feeling, and conviction shine out, and it has 
been a privilege for me to go over it again. I have made but the 
most minor of changes, and have but a few questions (such as 
whether a comma is called for here and there), so that we have 
decided not to bother you with these matters until galleys -­
that is, until late September. 

I know that I was inconsistent about styling certain 
terms as to capitalization and italices, changing my mind midway, u,of 
would indeed have referred to your husband's HISTORY OF JUDAISM, 
but that it has disappeared from our library and r' couldn't find 
it in the New York Public Library. I then tried to work out a system 
that had some rationale, at least in my eyes, and have also re­
ferred to IMAGES OF MOSES. 

I am myself going to make up the bibliography and will 
send it to you next week, before the manuscript goes to production. 
Thereafter, rather than with me, you will be dealing with and 
hearing from Cheryl Friedman, the project editor for the book, 
who will oversee the production from now until bound books. 

This letter is, of course, to your husband as well as 
you. I hope he is well, and that you have been able to turn your 
minds happily to the weddings of your sons (as I believe he said 
last spring). With every good wish, ·} 

Adele Z. Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

' ~0k_. 
hoebe Hoss 

velopment Editor 



BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831·3233 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER· RABBI 

MS PHOEBE HOSS 
DEVELOPMENT EDITOR 
10 EAST 53D STREET 
NEU YORK, N.Y. 10022 

DEAR PHOEBE: 

AUGUST 15, 1989 

ADELE AND I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND LETTER 
OF AUGUST 10. WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT YOU LIKE THE 
"REVISED COPY" OF MY MANUSCRIPT. YOU WORKED HARD 
ON THE REVISIONS AND I PAID CAREFUL ATTENTION TO 
THEM. THE RESULT IS, I BELIEVE, A MATURE AND 
USEFUL BOOK AND I AM DELIGHTED THAT IT NOW GOES 
INTO THE PRODUCTION STAGE. I ENJOYED WORKING WITH 
YOU AND I AM SURE CHERYL FRIEDMAN IS AN EQUALLY 
SUITABLE CHOICE. 

ADELE JOINS IN SENDING OUR VERY BEST. WE THANK 
YOU FOR THE GOOD WISHES ON OUR SONS' MARRIAGES. 
WITH ALL GOOD WISHES, I REMAIN 

DJS:MP 

SINCERELY, 

~~ 
DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 



BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

10 EAST 53rd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 (212)207-7067 

September 27, 1989 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
26000 Shaker Blvd. 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Please find enclosed a set of galleys for The Story of Scripture, for 
your review. A set of galleys is also being sent to a professional proof­
reader, who will read them against the copyedited manuscript. I will be 
transferring your corrections to the proofreader's galleys, after I receive 
both sets back here. 

Since you have been through our production process before, you are 
probably familiar with our guidelines for reviewing galleys. However, just 
to reiterate: 

- Corrections on proof must be made in the margins, in colored pencil 
(I will enclose some blue ones). Corrections must be printed clearly in 
uppercase and lowercase letters, just as you wish to have them set. Badly 
marked proof can cause production errors and delays. 

- Insertions: To insert a letter or word, draw a caret at the appropriate 
point in the text and write the letter/word in the margin. Use no caret in 
the margin. 

- Deletions: To delete a letter/word, draw a line through the material 
and draw a delete sign in the margin. 

- Substituting a letter/word: Draw a line through the incorrect letter 
or word in the text, and write the correct one in the margin. No carets 
or delete signs should be used for this type of correction. 

- PLEASE NOTE: Excessive author's alterations--that is, those totaling 
more than 10 percent of the cost of composition--will be charged against 
the book. To avoid the risk of an alterations charge, please make only 
those changes that are necessary. 

Please also note that there are a few queries remaining (see blue flags), 
the majority from Phoebe (in pen) and a couple from me (red pencil). Please 
be sure to respond to all flags. You should also carefully check the citations 
in the text and Bibliography, since Phoebe reworked the citations and drew up J 
the Bibliography after the rest of the manuscript had been reviewed. Finally, 
I noticed in your correspondence with Phoebe that three names are being used 
for name of country: Judah, Judea, and Palestine. If there is not already 
a footnote explaining your use of these names, I would strongly urge you to (? 
add one where you think it would be most appropriate. Perhaps you discussed ~ . 10 1) 

this with Phoebe, but she is out of town for the next few weeks, so I am not \\o7{ }\ 

able to find out. 1 

I J 

' ~,, 
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I will need to have the galleys back by Wednesday, October 11. If 
you foresee a delay, please let me know as soon as possible. (I do realize 
that this is probably a busy time fbr you, due to the High Holidays; however, 
your book is in excellent shape so I believe your review should be pretty 
straightforward.) Please also feel free to call if you run into any problems 
or have any questions. Again, I can be reached directly at (212) 207-7576. 

1 also wanted to mention that I specifically asked to work on your 
book -because I found the subject to be extremely important and interesting. 
I ·am ve·ry pleased to have the opportunity to contribute to its creation. 

Sincerely yours/ 

\ I 

- ~~~'~ 
Cheryl Friedman 
Project Editor 
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• 1-'rom the desk ot 
RABBI DANIEL JEREMY .SILVER 

10/26/89 

Arele, I SIX)ke with Ct'eryl Friedmn at Basic 

Books end we ccn serd the rraterial to her at: 

Creryl FriedlUb Basic Books 
Harrer & RrM~, 10 E. 53rd, NYC 10022 
We ccn serd it express rrail or FeCEral Express, 

2 ooy relivery wruld be less exrensive and she said 
tlllt WClJld be alright. 

I asked t'er if st'e reeds to talk with yru end sre 
said she wruld prdxlbly h:Jve several questims but 

wruld like to wait lllti 1 she sees what the proof 
reooer txls dcre so al 1 QJesti ms CCJ1 be asked at 

me tine. 



• . . ' 
From the desk of: 

RABBI DANIEL JEREMY _SILVER 
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Cktci>er 3)., 1989 

l)!ar ClcuJta: 

rtrlY ttmks for all yoor fEIP a, ttl! Blblt<x.ircdlY--cm 
for yoor swift re~. We are f1()f thrruJh wltfl ttl! 
tmk cm tt goes off to Baste tcxtJy., tn POOe oroofs that 
ere very nearly perfect. r-l/ tllslxm's ocl<nctfle:h,mts 
refer~ yru as en "trmfatlgcnle reseorcher.," cm trdeed 
yru are. 
Pest. 
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~ Creryl Fried1a, 
&isle Books 
Harper & ROIi 
10 E. 53rd St. 
fEW Yorlv N. Y. 10022 

Dear Cheryl Friedtrn: 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791·77S5 
BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831·3233 

octooer 30., 1989 

Here are the ooge proofs for 11£ STORY OF SCRIPTIJI£, I've 
tried to follCM yrur gu1CE11nes thrruQhrut., and I've attached 
flcgs (mine are yel ICM) with 01Y QUestlrns or ca111ents as wel 1 
as mswered Qtest1cns.cn the blue flags, I've also provided., 
as yru reQ.Jested, a foo1note briefly explqininJ tre uses of 
Jldtn, Jl.JCECl, and Palestine; it's attaehed .to ChJpter 3 for 
pass1ble use .on ixige 90., althrugh yru rooy choose to place 
it elsewrere. 
lhere are mcx:Jest .1ncrns1stenc1es .thrClJQha.Jt the book: c0111as, 
italics, brackets, .ca:>ttal . letters., .etc., In most tnstmces, 
I txJve no strcrg preference end an cm tent so long as there 
is ccnsistency. But I hJve a stra,g feeling .th:lt 1W husbcrd's 
use of ca1110s, rather t:tm Phrebe's er yoors., shruld prevail 
and rove theref tre renOJed nx:ny canrns inserted after tte 
nmuscr1pt left his tmds. 

lhe proofrecder's ccrcems aba.Jt reret1t1ms in the text rove 
bes1 relayed to me., and I've re-read the pages sre cited: 
"!RJ-37, 53., 60-61, 89-93. Pcges 89-93 begin a cbcl)ter by 
recapitulating, briefly'-nuch about oral trcdltlrns that has 
g:re before. Po.Jes. ':£-::>1 refer to Christicn and M.Jslim 
trcditions., end page 53 focuses en oral re-telling. There 
are mcny such ploces in the text where my husbcnd has an­
J:OJs1zed central paints, .and I bel !eve all shruld stay as they 
are. With Pf'rebe's help, and nOII with yCJJrs, the book is at 
this paint Just what re ~ts it to be. 
With gratitu:Je, 

Jlrele z. Silver 

AZS:np 
Eocl I 
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Page ,1a. 

B refuses. After a time, B comes to A to borrow or hire something. A replies "Here 

it is. I lend it to you. I am not like you. I will not treat you as you treated me". 

One who ,i, thus, ttamgresses the commandment "Thou shalt not bear a grudge". One 

should blot the thing out of bis mind and not bear a grudge. For as long as one nurses 

a grievance and keeps it in mind, one may c~me to take vengeance. The Torah, accordingly, 

emphatically warns us not to bear a grudge, so that the impression of the wrong shall be 

quite obliterated and be no longer remembered. This is the right principle. It alone makes 

civilized life and social intercourse possible. 

BLESSED BE GOD WHO HATH AIDED US. 

..,. 

LAWS CONCERNING THE STUDY OF THE TORAH » ) Ln ~Lx (..n ...,J")J => r>) 

mprising two affirmative precepts, namely : H·, \~k+ "1~\~~l 1o ~~~ 
1) to study the Torah ; 2) to honour its teachers and thost versed in it. 

CHAPT ER I. 

\X'0men, slaves and the young ( under chc: age or t-•u '. l.'.rcy ) are t' t111pt i =-,r:1 tht> 

obligation of studying Tor:ih. But it is a duty of ch father ~o rach his young son Torah ; 

1· 1r 1 1 l, ''And•~ ~ill teach them, to rou::- ::h.ild.-£'n. t,11'··:;r ,~ the:-n" (Deut . 11:19). 

A wo.n;in :s unJer no oblig:1tion to teach her son, si:1 :! on!y ~me who,;<! du~y it is ·o 

lea rn has a duty to teach. 

2. Just as it is a man's duty to teach his son, so it is his duty to teach his grandson, 
I 

as it is said, " Make them known unto thy children and thy children's children" (Deut. 4:9). 

This obligation is to be fulfilled not only towards a son and grandson. A duty rests on 

every scholar in Israel to teach all disciples ( who seek instruction from him), even if they 

are not his children, as it is said, "And thou shale teach them diligently unto thy children" 

(Deut. 6:7). On traditional authority, the term uthy children" includes disciples, for 

disciples too arc called children, as it is said ''And the sons of the prophets came forth" 

( (II Kings 2: 3). This being so, why does the precept ( concerning instruction) specifically 

mention (Deut. 4:9) a man's 10ft and son's son? To impress upon us that the son should 

,.. ...., • --: -'· • J j; . . ~ .. ...~ ~ .. ~ 

, . .. ..... . 
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Page 65a. 

who ucommunicated him.self, may himself annul the ban, even when he had added to it the 
clause, "According to the view of So-and-so", and even though the excommunication was 

foe a transgressio~for which he bad incurred that penalty. 

11. A man who dreamt that he had been excommunicated, even if be knows who it 
was that had ( in his dream) excommunicated him, requires ten men who study H alachotb 
(legal rules) to release him from the ban. If he doeJ not find them, he must go .,..far as 
a P4Tsah (four mils) to seek them. If he fails to find ten men with these qualifi­

cations, ten men who study Mishna may release him. Failing these, he may be released 

by ten who can read Scripture. If such arc not accessible, he may be released by ten 

men even if they are unable to read Scripture. If he cannot find ten men in his locality, 
cine individuals may release him. 

12. If the ban was imposed on a person in his presence, it can only be removed 

in his presence. If it was imposed in his absence, it may be removed in his presence or 

~nee. No interval of time need elapse between the imposition of a ban and its annul-
,._,. ... . ~ .. .. -1.., ~ ..... " 't•n -··""' ..,. ,> f 1 ' ,. =1" , .. ; ,.,..,""' _ .. ,J; •., ? .. ' 11 ,, ...... I bv :,.,. ,. .. ..., " . .... [ ·c che 
l. i,~<t,,..•l--. • ._,~,_ •~ . 1 • \,.•- • • ' •l, , \. _ 1:. ¥ . fot••tJr J . ..,_ • • ' • , T-\• 'l •\. l \. ., 

• I 

indi•r.L1al unJa ~he ban r f,.nr:1.;. ·~he cure may, at its J isaec1on, leave a man under 

the 61n fe r m 1 n •,r years. accordi.n ., to che extent of his wickedness. If the Court sec f it 

I '. k • h h" one ,.. no .:aa o r arm s w1r 1m 0r s: iv·-> ;1 ·1r 

( ·everer ban), and che same 61.n on any 

him wi thin the distance of four cubits , 

thev :nay co s :_~ order to punis!-i :h , f i • 11..-i~r :ind bu ild a fence round che T rah, so that 

ban .o safeguard his honour, it is not er Jicah1e for a scholar to accustom himsel f to chi$ 

procr!dure. H e ,houl :i rathe r close h • • eu~ to r~m.ub of the illicer.1 :e and take no noti.:~ 

of them, as Solomon, in his wisdom, said " Al o pay not heed to all che words that are 

spoken., (Eccles. 7: 21). Such too, was the way of the ancient saints. They heard them­

selves revi!ed an d made no reply. Yet more, they forgave the reviler and pardoned 

him. Great sages, glorying in thei r commendable practices, said that they never, for 

the sake of personal honour, imposed on any one the lighter or severer ban. This is the 

way of scholars, which it is right to follow. It however only applies to cases where 

one has been reviled in private. But a scholar, who has been treated with contumely or 

been reviled in public, may not forg ive the wrong done to his honour. If he does so, he is 

punished, for this is contempt of the Torah. We should relentlessly pursue the matter, till 
the off ender begs his pardon, after which he should be forgiven. 

Blessed be the All-Merciful Who hath aidl!d us. 

i1iw, 

,.,,,,1 ''lDl ac,a 
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BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

IO EAST 53d STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 (212) 207-7067 

14 August 1989 

Dear RAbbi Silver: 

I enclose the bibliography I have made up from 
the manuscript and based somewhat on the bibliography for IMAGES 
OF MOSES. I should appreciate it if you would provide the full 
forms of the tractates and other material that is abbreviated, and 
any other missing mate~ial, and reconcile any discrepancies. It's 
this last I'm particueirly interested in, as there are some, and 
we'd like to take care of these manuscript references before it 
goes to production on Friday. I know that's speedy, but suppose 
you know most of this anyhow. If any question requires a lot of 
research, please note that on the flag, and we'll wait for it to 
be taken care of in galleys. 

Will you please return this to Cheryl Friedman, 
who will be taking over from here on? The address is the same, and 
her phone number is (212) 207-7576. If you could turn this around 
immediately, s~ we could have it back by Thursday, it would be 
wonderful. If you are to be later than Friday, please let Cheryl 
know. 

I hope I've got everything. 

Again, it has been a great pleasure and enlighten­
ment to work on this. Please don't hesitate to call me with any 
questions. 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

erely 

Phoebe Hoss 
~evelopment Editor 
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Hallo ~cripture in Context. Pittsburgh. 

Publisher: Pickwick. 

Robinson, John. 1963 Honest to God. 

City: Louisville, Kentucky. Publisher: 

West Minster .John Knox, pres. 

r 



ActH ti oral Bibi iooraohy 

The Riddle of the Scrolls. by H. E. Delrredico. New York: RCDert ~ride 
Co. 1959 
Note (for Dcrooscus Docunent and ~ual of Disclollne., both nmblbllcal texts; 
DD fOU1d in ga,izcn of Karaite synooogt.e in Cairo., and MD fa.net in Cave 1., 
Qunrrn> 

~ 

Rhetorica Pd Herenniun. Ad c. Heremiun. De Rat ime Dicendi; with an Erglish 
~ 

Trcnslation by Harry Cct>lan. Harvard University Press., CcnorictJe., ~ss. 1954. 
Note (lhe Loob Classical ~ibrary) 

rtlrris., Rich:Jrd (ed). Cursor MJldi (The Cursor of the World); a Northunbricn 
ooon of the 14th century in four versims. Lcndcn., Early Erglish Text Society., 
1874-1893. Early English Text Society. Origirol Series., #57., #59., #fQ., f/66., 

#68., #-99, #101. 7 JXJrts in 3 v. 



Phoebe Hoss 
Basic Books, Inc. 
10 East 53rd Street 
New York, New York 

18 August 1989 

Dear Phoebe, 

I believe that we have taken care of all the necessary 
corrections and completed the bibliographic entries as 
needed. 

Rabbi Rosette Haim, my assistant, aided in this process. 
She has: 

enclosed a retyped version of the "Original Sources" 
with full forms of the tractates and other abbreviated 
materials, 

rectified the discrepancies, 

responded on the blue flags to your questions or on 
the bibliography itself has made the necessary 
notations, 

enclosed a sheet with the names of publisher's as 
requested. 

I do not believe the common references used such as Philo, 
etc. require any further citation of edition. 

If you should have any further questions,please contact 
me. 

As always, your careful work is appreciated and well done. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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Change to Shab. - Shabbat 

Sanhedrin 

Sukkah 

Talmud Torah 

Megillah 
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UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791·7755 
BRANCH : 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831·3233 

OCtd:>er 30, 1989 

This part of l1T}I IX]Cket to YClJ deals mly with tre Bibliography. 
First, I feel 0011.ged to cpol~ize for the carelessness of l1T}I 

tusbcnd's ycu,g assistcnt rCDbl, who either did not unc:Erstad 
that Phoobe's CCl.JrtecxJs blue flcgs reQ.Jired mswers Cmd 
shruld not txNe been disnissed with "not necesoory") or did 
not~ enCl.JQh aba.Jt the sCl.Jrces or abrut putting tooether a 
bibliography to give YClJ the b1blioorai:tl1c 1nfonmt1m YClJ 
struld hJve hcd. Trusting ttnt this part of the nmuscript 
tm been prq:)erly hcndled by sareme more canretent ttm I, I 
never looKed at it mtil I oegcn proofrecding, I an still not 
C(]11)etent to do such a b1bl1~rapny, so I hJve turred for help 
to three col leagues of my tusband who are, end they have been 
CJJ1ck to help. I return to yoo tre four typeset pages yoo hcd 
sent rre--2 pcges titled "Original Sources," 2 DCJJes titled 
"Texts Cited"--w1th nmy notes blue-pencilled in. I've dis­
d)eya:f yoor instructims abrut proofrecdirg rrnrks end margins 
tere., becwse there are simply too many correctims., ctulQes., 
crd cxtfitims to flt Into tte proofrecx:Ung oottem used tflroogh­
rut the rest of tre galleys. I hq:)e yru uncerstand. 
Attacred are sore of the cxtf1t1ons cnd rev1s1ms, as the 
colleagues I turned to proviced then. These rooy help yru 
cecide hew nuch to include and where to ploce the entrv. 
For instmce, tte cne cursory <sorry: irresistible JlJfl} ref­
erence to Cursor M. in the book nDY not warrant all the 
1nfonmt1cn oor librarian frl.end gave me. I've crt:led all of 
lt to the cursor M. Cltat1(!1L but yoo rray decide to an1t sore 
of lt. Soodya ba1 Joseph, wnose book 1s not included in your 
"Texts Cited," ts offered here, because rrw husbcnd discusses 
lt (pp. 256-7), thcx.Jgh without en exact citation. Please note 
the discrepcney between the spelling of Sacdya/Soodlah's rare 
in the text md in the b1bl1ooraDh1c entry. Whicrever YOJ 
choose is all right with rre., cm the discreDCJ1CY cm rana1n., 
if yoo prefer th::rt in this case, 



" 
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1 offer tte SoodiaWSOCXMJ entry because I believe it serves 
the purpose of this biblloorapt,y: to erm1e the general 
recder--OOucated., curioos., but neither sctolar nor SDeC1alist 
in the field--to find his or her 'i!3/ to tre soorces cm texts 
1n the book. Scholars cm sooc1al1st dal't need such relp., 
but recders of my sort do. For instCJ1Ce., "Origiml soorces" 
tells soch a reooer hew to flrd tre Bod< of JUb11ees but not 
the Danascus Docurent or tre tmool of D1sc1pl1~, so I've 
gotten a soorce for tten. Other (nnrcn f ragrents inclUCEd 
ara,g "Original Srurces''--IQH and 4QS--are not rere tracked 
to a source; crd please rote ttnt three other (nnrm froorents 
cited in the book-..lflQfls., QS crd H~s--are not listed cnxrg 
"Origiml Soorces." Were tfese three OJerlooked? I've not 
been able to learn errugh CDOUt the lmj sea scrolls to mcM 
wt-ether all five frCJJ1B1ts stn.Jld be listed or if sane of 
tlBn d.Jpl 1cate eoch other., tx.Jt I'm incl ira:J to believe trey 
stn.Jld be inclooed. It could be helpful to tte rea:ler for 
the Bibi io:JrcPhY to try to mke sense of trese mysterioos 
letters. <see ro. 13'2., oarai 1.2, line 5; p. ll7., line 3; 
crd p. 177, para. 2. > 

Another srurce cited in the book but anitted fran the Biblio­
gr(()t,y., for reascns I doo't entirely mderstcrd., is Wisdan 
of Ben Sirah. A c1tation--CB. s.> a, p. 170., JXJra. 3--does 
not refer to it crd cmtintes to elUCE me., so I have been a 
CCWlrd am struck it fran "Original Srurces." If yru cm 
figure out wtllt it ls., please do! 
Even '. wlth ttese ctld1t1ons to the B1blioorapt,y., I fear it is 
still incCJJPlete., or at best 1nccnsistent. There is still no 
bibl iogrQ)hic infonmt1a, in "Texts Cl ted'' en DellJBjigo; Illl 
Ezra; or t'Dimm1des' Ccmrentary en the M1stmh, Introoocticn 
to scmoorin. All stn.Jld., I assune., follcw the pattern of 
entries for JuJQustine., Josephus., etc. There are no ootes for 
Jcwett's Plato or for the original publicatims (if trat's 
the apprq>riate word> of Alba., AtJJust1ne., Josephus., etc. Is 
the Victor Hugo entry ooeQJate? Is tte Frazier entry occurate? 
His rane 1s spelled Frazer., so the ya.ng rati>i's inaccuracy 
with his rare c~ts sore da.Jbt., for rre., a, the entire citatim. 
Ml h.Jstmd oranisoo ttot we wruld return the oolleys to yru bY 
the em of tre ma,tt,., crd I do so even ttough trere are st111 
these ga:>s in the B1bl1oorcpt,y. I cpologtze for leaving ~rese 
last threcds for you to pick UD, If I cruld have f1n1sted in 
tre ttrre allotted., retween the High Holidays cm his roost 
recent rard of charotherapy., I stn.Jld hOJe dcre so most 
rQ:1Jily. 
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lllcnk yru fer- yrur interest in and attent1oo to rt1'/ tustxnd's 
boo<. 

Sincerely, 

Adele z. Silver 

A?S:np • 
Encl. 
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9. Abbm,iotiou o/ 1M Ntlffla o/ Biblical Boob (IDUla 1M ApocrpplMs) 

Cen Nah 1-2-3-4 Kgdms John 
Exod Hab Add Esth Acts 
Lev 7.eph Bar Rom 
Num Hag Bel 1-2 Cor 
Deut Zech 1-2 Esdr Cal 
Josh Mal "Ezra Eph 
Judg Ps (pl.: Pu) Jdt Phd 
1-2 Sam Job EpJer Col 
1-2 Kgs Prov 1-2-3-4 Mace 1-2 Thess 
Isa Ruth Prka.r 1-2 Tun 
Jer Cant Pr Man Titus 
E7.ek Eccl (or Qoh) Sir Phlm 
Hos Lam Sus Heb 
Joel Esth Tob Ju 

I 

Amos Dan Wis 1-2 Pet 
Obad Ezra Matt 1-~ John 
Jonah Neh Mark Jude 
Mic 1-2 Chr Luke )\e\, 

10. Abl,m,lodon, o/ tM N.,,... of ~teal ad &Inf Patriedc Boola, 

Adam and Boob of Adam and Eve Prot. }tu. Protevo,..lnan of Jama 
Eve 

2-3 Apoc. Syriac. Greek Apoeolv,« of S.m. S.mabtu 
S.r. Baruch J-JC1aa. J-2 Ckmen, 

Apoc. Afoa. Apocalrn- of MOM!I Did. DltlacM 
Al. Mo.. Auulnpffon of Moea Diop. D6ognetv, 
1-2-3 Enoch Ethloplc, Slawnic. Hebrew Henn. Man. Herma,, Mandate(,) 

Enocla Henn.Sim. Herma,, Similitude(,) 
Ep. Arilf. EJ,utkofAridNI Henn. Vu. Herma,, Vufon(,) 
Jub. ,.,,,,_, Igo. Epla. Ignatius, Ldler lo 11w 
Marl. l,a. Martr,rdo,n of IIOlah Eplaalo,u 
Oda Sol. Oda of Solomon lgn. Map Ignatius, Lett.- lo 1M 
Pu. Sol. ,_,_, of Solomon Magnaltm, 
Sib.Or. Sa,,,tline Oracle, lgn.l'ltlll. Ignatius. Ldw lo 1M 
T. 12 Pair. 'lalanwntJ of 1M &elw Pia~ 

Ptltritm:lu lgn. Pol. Ignatius, utter lo Pol,carp 
T. Lm ·, 1atoment of Lffl lgn. Rom. Ignatius, Ldwr- lo 1M 
T. Benj. 1atament of Benjo,nln, etc. Roman, 

lgn.S,ngm. Ignatius, utter lo 1M 
Act, Pil. Act, of Pilate s .. ,,.,.,..,., 
Apoc. Pd. Apocalv,,,e of p_,. lgn. 7hlll. Ignatius, Ldw lo 1M 
Goa. Eb. c.o.pel of the EbtonUa thJllian, 
Co,. 4 c.o.pel of the Etw,,ffon, Marl. Pol. Mortvrdom of Polprp 
Goa. Heb. c.o.pei of the Hebmo. Pol. Plall. Polycarp. Ldler lo 1M 
Cot. NOOA c.o.pei of 1M N...,._ Pldlfpplau 
Cot. Pd. c.o.pel of,._,. 
Co,. Tlaom. Go,p,tlof11aomo, B4b.Ant. PL-Philo. B"1lkal Antlqldtia 
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n. Abbrwolodona of N,,,,.., of Dead SN Scrol& ad &lated 1kfl 

CD 
f:lev 
8 J:lev Xllgr 
Mas 
MuShirShabb 
Mini 
Mur 
p 
Q 
lQ 2Q 3Q etc 

QL 
lQapGen 
lQH 
lQlsaa.b 
lQpHab 
lQM 
lQS 
lQSa 
lQSb 
3Q15 
4QFlor 
4QMeu ar 
4QMMT 
4QPh)'I 
-tQPrNab 
4QPssJosh 
4QShirShabb 
4Qfestim 
4QTLevi 
llQMelch 
llQShirShabb 
llQfemple 
llQpaleoLev 
llQtgJob 

Cairo (Cenizah text of the) 0.nuuctU (Docunaent) 
Na\la) f:leYer texts 
Greek Scroll of the Minor Prophets from N~ l_leYer 
Masada texts • 
Sonp of Sobbath ~ or A,.,.tllc Ulutg from Masada 
Khirbet Mini texts 
Wadi Murabba • at texts 
pesher (commentary) 
Qumnn 
Numbered ca\'el of Qumran. yielding written material, followed by 

abbreviation of biblical or apocryphal book 
Qumran literature 
Genau Apoc,w,laon of Qumnn Cave l 
H&u,61 (ffaanbp,m« ffr,,nru) from Qumran Cave 1 
Flnt or second copy of Isaiah from Qumran Cave 1 
Pnher- on H~ from Qumnn Cave 1 
M~ (\flar Scroll) 
Sne\ ltawalJad (Rule a/ 1M C-ommunlt,. Manual of Ducfplf,w) 
Appendix A (lluk a/ tlw Cong,qiatlon) to lQS 
Appendix B ( ...... ) to IQS 
C:0,,,-- Scrull from Qumran Cave 3 
f'forilegtum (or~ Mfdralafm) from Qumnn CIIY9 4 
Aramaic "'MeulanlC- text from Qumran Cave 4 
Mlq,ot Ma• am 'lbnah from Qumnn Cave .C 
Phylacteries from Qumran Cll\'e 4 
Pra,er of Nabonftlw from Qumran C&Ye -t 
Paalnu of Joala• from Qumnn Cave 4 
Sonp of Sabbath Sacrifice. or An,,llc Uturm, from Qumran Caw, 4 
'lnffmonfa text from Qumnn Cave 4 
1btanwnl of Lev, from Qumran Cave 4 
Meldau.etld text from Qumran Cave 11 
Sonp of Sabbath Sacriflce. or AftFlc Uturm, from Qumran Caw, 11 
'&mpk Scroll from Qumran Cave ll 
Copy of Leviticus in paleo-Hebrew script from Qumnn Cave 11 
Tarp,n of Job from Qumran Cave 11 

For further sigla (always roman), and for an explanation of the system of abbreviation, 
see J. A. Fitzmyer, The Dead Sea Scrol&: Major Publication, and 1bol, for Slutl,: WUla 
an Addendum qanuary 1977) (S81.SBS 8; Missoula: Scholan Press. 1977) 3-53. Note 
in particular: 4Q17712-13 ii 3,5-8 •Text 177 from Qumran Cave 4, Ooined) f'ngments 
12-13. column ii, lines 3 and 5-8. N.8. Lower-case roman numerals are used here for 
columns to distinguish them from fragment numbers and line numbers. 

IJ. Ablnmatiou of 1a,pndc Matmal 

For the Qumran targums, the system for QL is to be used (thus: 4Qtgl..ev, 
4QtgJob. llQtgJob. followed by column and line numbers). If it is necessary to specify 
the biblical passage, the following form should be used: llQtgJob 38:3-4 ( • Hebr. 
42:10). 
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For other materials, 7k(1). is to be used. if the title is spelled out; thus: In Tg. 
Onqelo, we And ... ; or In 7p. Neofltt and Onqelo, the. ... But abbreviated titles, u 
given below, are to be used when followed by chapter and~ numben of a biblical 
book: Tg. Onq. Gen 1:3-C; Tg. Neof. Exod 12:1-2, 5-8. 

1i- Onq. 1a,p,n Onqelo, 1i, N«f. 
Ji. Neb. .... of tlw P,-op/td, Ji. Pa.-/ . 
Ji. kt. ...... of llw ~ Ji. 1-: I 
f',s.Ji. ,..,..._.,,._ Ji.Yer.II 
Saa. Ji. SalriM...... .... Ji. 
Ji. lu a,.... of,....,_ Ji. Edit I, II 

• optional title 

To,pmNeajktl 
... PNudo-JOltlllltan 
........... ,. 
............ 11. ......... 
AntorS--..._of 

&dwr-

13. ~ ofOnl.n-" ~ • IIIM-- • .W ~ 
1b distinguish the same-named tractates in the Mishna, lbsepta. Babylonian 

Talmud, and Jerusalem Talmud, use (italicized) m., t., b., or f. before the title of the 
tractate. Thus m. &•o 8:2; b. Jobb. 31a; ,. Male. 2.31d; t. &•o 1.4 (Zuck. 18 [ • page 
number of Zuckermandel's edition of the lbsepta]). 

'Abot ·Abot Mo'«l Qaf. Mo'edQGfon 
'Arak. •Arakift Mo'aL !. ,., .... ~ 
'Abad. Zar. 'Abad. :z..n. Ndbn Nolbn 
B. Bal. Bobo.,,. Nmr Nmr 
Ba Mon,t Ned. Nedo,;,n 
Ba: .,_,, Neg. Ne,p'm1 .,. &ftl(• hnTob> Na. Nalqm 
Bil Bil¼un,n Mtl. MtlJM 
B. Mef. .,,. ,.,.,. .. Oltal. Olloloc 
B. Qom. Baba Qom,n4I •0,: 'Orio 
Dem. Dfflud Pana ,.,. 
'&vb. •&ubffl ,. .. ,. .. 
•u '&IUflflOI ~ ~ 
~- Clfftn ~ ~ ,,.,, ,,.,,,,, Qltld. Qltldulln ,,.,_ ,, .. Qod. Qocfdm 
Hor. Hora,ol llol Hol. Bal Ho,.... 

""'· IJullin Sonia. Sattlealrln 
klun kllm §obb. labbot 
Ker. Kmtol feb. ,.,,,.,, 
Kdub. Kdubot febu. !.bu•ot 
Kil. ""',,,.,,. §.qol. §eq,,Jm1 
Ma'd. Ma'dmJC Sofo Sofo 
Mal Maklrot Sull s..l-a 
Malcl. Malrfirin ( • Molql,t) Ta'an. Jo'anU ,.,., ,.,..,,. Jomtd laud 
Me'll. Me'llt, 1im. , hura 
Mffllll.a. MentllJot • . .,,,_ 
Mltl. l&ldo, 1i T°"""1t 
Mtqw. Mlqu,a'ot T-~ ,.,,.,, Yo,n 

Mo'«l Mo'etl 'Uq. V,p 
.. • 

. 
t 

t 
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Yad. Yadar,un 7.ablm Zobim 
I Yebaa. Yebomo, ~- ~ 

I l'oma l'oma(•«,,,,,.,,.,.) 7a: 1.ena•1na 

l.C. Ahln•.,..,._, of OIINn- RabbWc Wbrb 

• Abo, R. Nat. 
'Abot '" """"' """""' 

lwlq. R. Pe8'qtt, Robbaff 
•4 Bn: ·~.,., lwlq. Rab """· ~-"""~ Bob. Bob,lonltna ,.,.,,.,, R. Fl. Pfn,ellal,blFJwr, 
Bar: .,..,. Bab. RablNJla (followtns abbre-
Der: Er: lfab. O..CEJYf RoblM vtation for biblical book: 
Der: Er:~- DerelcEIYf ~ Gn. Rob. (with pertocls] • 
Gem. Ge,u,w CenauAlbbala) 
Kal1o Kal1II $na. ~el,lot 
Md. MM,. St,,na Stpra 
Mltlr: Mltlrd; cited with usual Stpre Sfpre 

abbreviation for biblical Sop. Sopmm 
book; but Mltlr. Qola. • s. 40fcmaRab. Seder 10lat RoblM1' 
AlfdralQthld aim. Talmud 

Pal. Pa1atWa lW. l'alqu( 

15. Abbrmationa of Nae 11,....adl 1hlcfala 

Act, Pet. 12 Act, of,.. """ tlw .,,,.,, Melda. Melclaual,lc 
Apon. Apodla Nona Tltoaglal of Nona 

AUottma AllottJme, On Bap. A On Baptum A 
Ap. Ja,. Apoc,wlaonofJama On Bop. B On Baptum B 
Ap. Joltn Apoc,wlaon of Joltn On Bap. C On Baptum C 
Apoc.Adam ApocalYJ># of Adam On Euch. A On th~ Eucltarul A 
l Apoc. Jo,. Flnt Apocalpe of Jama On Euch. B On the Eucltarul B 
2 Apoc. }a. Second ApocoJ,,,,_ of Jama Ong. World On the Orlgfn of IM \MJrld 
Apoc. Paul Apoct,IYJ># of Paul Poraph. Slama Paraphra# of Shem 
Apoc. Pd. Apocolrn- of Prln- Pr. Paul Prayer of the ApodJ. Ptn,l 
Aid..,, A«kplu,21-29 Pr. Thanh. Pra,,rr of 71aanb«iom, 
Aadla. hcla. Atdlaarilotlw '1nclaln« Sfflt. Sntru Snatrnc,a of Sal"' 
Dtal. San o.lop of the Sadar Sapia. Jr,. Sophia of Jn,u Clarut 
Due. 8-9 Dtamurw°"'"'fl«lalla""" Clar: 

Mntlt Strlrs Srlh 1" rrr Strln of Srlh 
Ep. Pd. Phil. Letter of r.tn to ,,..,,,, hrh. Slfo TNlrllintp of Siltwntll 
Eupodol ~fOltlwBlnMI lnffm. Jh,tla Ji-sllmnnr, of Jh,tla 
mg.Soul ,..._tlw~ 171nm. Cnnl. &-,A; nf 1IM,nw ,,.. 

Col.F.g. Gospelaftlw,...,._. Conlrnd,.,-

ea.."'"· Gospel of,,.,,,,, 11,....d. l1tr1ntlrr. rnfrrl Alllttl 
Go,. 1'1om. Gospelaf111oma 1tNt. "'' nn,11,,."" ~ 
Go,. 'lhdla Gospel a/ 'lhd,. n..,. 5rllt ~, ,..,,., ... of,. c,., 
em,, Pow. Concept a/ Our er., ,-... Srtla 
ff,n,. A~la. ff,,.,.,.. a/,,. Nd., 1H. »r. lHp,rlllr 1hlrfn, 

ffv,,,fpla. ff,,..,,,.,._ .... '""· ~ ,...,.A ... 

lnterp. Know. ,,.,.,.,,,."°" of 1w,,,. 1111.&,t A ,..,,..,... rv II 
Mant1rta a,...,.. .... _,, ...... 
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perhaps expre~d in a Midrashic tradition to the effect that Abram planted cedars in 

Beersheba ("\Vhither went Uacob)? R. Nahman said that he went to prune the 

cedars that Abraham, his grandfather, had planted in Beersheba."· Gen. r. iv, 4) 

It is particularly pertinent to recall several Midrashic discussions of the plagues that 

afflicted Pharaoh because of Sarai ; these refer to the sentence in .. Psalm.S1 xcii, 13: 
"The righteous shall flourish like the pahn tree: he shall grow like a ceder in Lebanon.,, 

One finds expre~ions like: "Just as the shadow of palm and cedar falls far, so the 

reward given to the righteous is far-off,, ; "Just as the heart of the palm and the cedar 

tum upward, so the hearts of the righteous turn toward the Holy One ble~d be He.,, 

(Gen. r. xi, 1 ; Tanhuma, ,, ,, v). 

Similarly, the narrative in the scroll develops in a manner altogether different from 

that of the midrashim which relate that Abram hid Sarai in a box and tried to smuggle 

her across the border. (See Legends of the Jews, Vol. I, 222 ; Vol. V, p. 220, n. 68.) 

Unfortunately, a large part of the colunm at this point is worn off. However, enough 
bits have been preserved to indicate that the narrative goes on to tell of the coming 

of three Egyptian princes to Abram,s dwelling place and of the feast he prepared for 

them there . .. 

Before turning to th_e continuation of the narrative in Colwnn xx, we must note cer­

tain details in Column xix which throw light upon the relationship between the scroll 

and the Book of Jubilees. 
The scroll states that Abram dwelt in Hebron before going to Egypt and adds an 

incidental note about the time when 1-Iebron was built: 

(line 9) ll~n nar[l)::wt .... ',. ll~n', z,p:ii ,, ii 

This should be compared to Jubilees xiii, 10: "... and he came to Hebron and 
Hebron was built at that time.,, According to the scroll, Sarai was taken by Pharaoh . 
five years after Abram's arrival in Egypt (line 23). In Jubilees xiii, we read: " ... and 

he dwelt in Egypt five years before his wife was torn away from him." Thh was after 

two years of living in Hebron, according to Jubilees xiii, 10: apparently line 10 of 

Column xix must have referred to that two year period - it is possible to make out the 

word l'll1 among the letters that have not been completely obliterated. 

The scroll tells that Abram and Sarai went to Zoan (line 22, and similarly in 

Column xx, line 14, we read "Pharaoh - Zoan King of Egypt,,). Jubilees xiii, 12 is 

a parenthetical sentence which reads: "Now Tanais in Egypt was at that time built 

-seven years after Hebron,,. This is based on Numbers xiii, 22, and a similar refer­

ence occurs in Josephus, Antiquities, I, 8, 3. 

The scroll and Jubilees, in other words, are identical in these details and formula-

• 
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tions and in the attempt to harmonize what is said in the Book of Numbers about the 

building of Zoan (seven years after Hebron) with the years of Abram's ,vanderings. 
Hence, Abram is described as reaching Hebron when it was being built, staying there 

two years, the~ journeying to Egypt and staying there five years, at the end of which 

period Zoan was bull t. See below in this section and also in § 18. 

On the other hand, there is a striking difference between the two versions, in that 

Jubilees omits the matter of Sarai's concealed identity. 

In conclusion, several of the topographical details in the first part of the column 

must be discussed here. 

Particular interest attaches to the mention of "the river KRMWN" (line 11 ), which 

is one of the arms of the Delta, referred to in line 12 of the column as Tl acinl 'WIM n,:nr1-

the number of the Delta's arms in antiquity (see Herodotus II, 17 ; J. H. • Breasted, 

A History of Egypt, London, 1941, p. 5). According to the scroll, the KRMWN River 

forms the southern border of the Land of Israel : (line 13)1u,,1 aum,n lJ:,. Apparently, 

the KRMWN is identifiable with the stream mentioned in M ishna Parah vii, 9 : 11'~,p ,~ 
. . 

-trs2 'D am, ,,1.,,., a,S,,cm niu, 'D,. This identification is strengthened by a sentence in the 
Babylonian Talmud (Bab. Bat. Ix.xiv, b): ,,~,,, .,,,, ... 'nciv,, rix nx rll'P~W ni,nl n,:i,aa 

nl,E>,_ Tl'~,,p,. There are a number of conjectures as to the exact location of tht Tl'~,,p 

and scliolars have not yet come to any agreement (seethe dictionaries). Most recently, 
M. Avi-Yonah in his 'm,v,, ri• 'n1 n,,n,0,n n,mil,K'l (Jerusalem, 1951, p. 147), has 

suggested that it is to be identified with ;,:i inl (the Naaman River), south of Acre. 

COLUMN xx. This is the first of the three well-preserved columns with which the 

scroll ends. The first of its thirty-four lines is completely worn off, and a small part of 

lines 2-6, on their left-hand side, is worn off, as well. The bottom part of the column 

has also been damaged on the left side and somewhat on the right. 

At the very beginning of the column we read the praises of Sarai's beauty, spoken 

by the princes of Egypt: we must accordingly assume that the missing lines at the end 

of Column xix described the impression made by Sarai upon the three princes who 

visited Abram and were feted by him. The narrative must have gone on to tell that 

they hastened back to Pharaoh to report to him. The praises of Sarai, spoken by the 
V 

princes, headed by }:IRQNWS, are couched in great detail and stress her ,visdom, as 

well as her beauty. Pharaoh-Zoan, king of Egypt (for Zoan, see above) sends for 

Sarai and, marvelling at her loveliness, takes her as a wife and seeks to kill Abram. 
Sarai tells the King that Abram is her brother and so saves his life. Abram and· Lot 

weep in great grief and Abram prays to the Most High God to bring judgment upon 
Pharaoh. 

God sends a pestilential wind that strikes Pharaoh and his house: Pharaoh cannot 

[ 25] 
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approach Sarai. At the end of two years the plagues grow even stronger and Pharaoh 

summons all the physicians and wise men of Egypt. They cannot cure him because the 
V 

mighty wind strikes them all and they flee. f!RQNWS pleads with Abram to pray for 

Pharaoh. Lot tells HRQNWS that Abram cannot do this, because Sarai is his wife. . . ~ 

Lot begs HRQNW S to urge Pharaoh to restore Sarai to Abram. ~RQNWS returns 
• 

to the King and tells him the truth. The King calls Abram and rebukes him for having 

concealed Sarai's true identity. Pharaoh releases Sarai, Abram prays for him and the 
evil wind passes away. Pharaoh presents Abram with many gifts and sends him out of 
Egypt. Pharaoh also gives ( ?) Abram Hagar. Lot, too, departs, rich in possewons, and 
te-=,a a wife &om _.mong _the daqhters of Egypt ( ?) . 

The general outline of the narrative and a number of its details are of course based 

on Genesis xii. The author occasionally quotes whole verses verbatim (compare, for 
example, lines 26 and 27 with verses 18 and 19 of Genesis xii). On the other hand, the 

scroll adds a large number of original details which are found neither in Genesis nor 

in the Midrashic or Aprocryphal writings. 

Where the Book of Jubilees deliberately olnits Abram's advice to Sarai on conceal­

ing her true relationship to him, the scroll gives much space to this theme. Similarly, 

the scroll devotes an entire column to telling how Sarai was taken by Pharaoh and 

how he was punished for this: all this niaterial is dealt with in no more than two . 
sentences in Jubilees. Again, it is only in the scroll that the exact number of Egyptian 

princes - three - is given and that their chief is called by name. 
The detailed description of Sarai's beauty in the scroll is, to the best of our knowledge, 

altogether unique. It is of course based upon Genesis xii, 11-15, which served as the 

source of many legends concerned with the beauty of Sarai. None of these enters into 

the detail characteristic of the scroll. 

The story in the scroll about the plagues that afflicted Pharaoh and the manner in 
which he was finally healed by Abram's prayers is based only partly upon Genesis xii 

and is actually much closer to Genesis xx, dealing with Sarah and Abimelech. 
W c must here note two more details, echoes of which arc found in other sources. 

According to the scroll, Sarai lived for two years in the house of Pharaoh (line 16). 

Jubilees xiii, 11 has it that Sarai was taken by Pharaoh at the end of the fortieth jubilee, 

whereas Abram left Egypt and reached the neighbourhood of Beth-el "in the forty­

first jubilee, in the third year of the first week" (ibid. xiii, 16). It is evident that Jub­
ilees, too, based its chronology on the assumption that Sarai stayed two years in Phar­

aoh's court (see further, below § 18). (2) The name of Hagar is mentioned c1t the end 

of the column. The line is, however, somewhat unclear and it is difficult to read the 

context. Yet the fact that Hagar's name occurs in connection with the gifts received by 

[ 26] 
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TRANSLATION 

• COLUMN XX 

1. . ................... . 
2. . . . . . . "How ... and (how) beautiful the look of her face •.. and how 

3. . . . . . . fine is the hair of her head, how fair indeed arc her eyes and how pleasing 

her nose and all the radiance 
4. of her face ... how beautiful her breast and how lovely all her whitenes.,. Her arms 

goodly to look upon, and her hands how 
5. perfect ... all the appearance of her hands. How fair her palms and how long and 

fine all the fingers of her hands. Her legs 
6. how beautiful and how without blemish her thighs. And all maidens and all brides 

that go beneath the wedding canopy are not more fair than she. And above all 

7. women is she lovely and higher is her beauty than that of them all, and with all 

her beauty there is much wisdom in her. And the tip of her hands 
V 

8. is comely." And when the King heard the words of HRQNWS and the words of 
• 

his two companions, for all three spoke as one man, he desired her exceedingly and 

he sent 

9. at once to bring her to him and he looked upon her and marvelled at all her love­

liness and took her to him to wife and sought to slay me. And Sarai spoke 

10. to the King, saying, "He is my brother," that it might be well with me (that I 
might profit thereby). And I, Abram, was saved because of her and was not slain. 

And I wept, I, 

11. Abram, with grievous weeping, I and with me, Lot, my brother's son, wept that 

night when Sarai was taken from me by force. 

12. That night I prayed and entreated and begged and said in sorrow, as my tears fell, .. 

"Blessed art Thou, Most High God, Lord of all • 

13. worlds, because Thou art Lord and Master of all and ruler of all the kings of earth, 

all of whom Thou judgest. Behold now 

14. I cry before Thee, my Lord, against Pharaoh-Zoan, King of Egypt, because my 

wife has been taken from me by force. Do Thou judge him for me and let me be-
- hold Thy mighty hand 

15. descend upon him and all his household and may he not this night defile my wife. 

And men shall know, my Lord, that Thou art the Lord of all the kings .. 
16. of earth." And I wept and grieved. That night the Most ~igh God sent a pestilential 

wind to afflict him and all his household, a wind 

17. that was evil. And it smote him and all his house and he could not come near her 

nor did he know her and he was with her 
[ 43] 
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18. two years. And at the end of two years the plagues and ~e afflictions became 

grievous and strong in him and in all his house. And he sent 

19. and called for all thew~ men of Egypt and all the wizards and all the physicians 
of Egypt, if perchance they ~ght heal him from that pestilence, him and 

20. his house. And all the physicians and wizards and wise men could not rise up to 

heal him, for the wind smote them all v _ 

21. and they fled. Then came to me l!RQNWS and besought me to come and to pray 

for 
22. the king and to lay my hands upon him that he might live, for in the dream ... 

And Lot said unto him, "Abram, my uncle, cannot pray 

is. for the King while Sarai, his wife, is with ~- Go now and tell the King to send 
• away his wife to her husband and he will pray for him and he will live." 

V 

24. And when ~RQNW'S heard these words of Lot he went and ~id to the King, "All 

.. these plagues and -afflictions 

25. with which my lord, the King, is plagued and afflicted, are for the sake of Sarai, 

the wife of Abram. Restore her, Sarai, to Abram, her husband, 

26. and the plague will depart from thee and the evil will p~ away." And he called 

me to him and said to me, "What hast thou done unto me for the sake of [Sara]i, 

that thou hast told 

27. me 'She is my sister,' and she is indeed thy wife, and I took her tome to wife. Behold 

thy wife who is with me, go thy way and depart from 

28. all the land of Egypt. And now pray for me and all my house that this evil wind 

may depart from us." And I prayed for ... this 

29. swiftly (?) and I laid my hand upon bis head and the plague departed from him 

and the evil [ wind] was gone and he lived. And the King rose and said unt.o 

30. me ......... and the King swore to me with an oath that cannot [be changed ••• ] 

31 .... And the King gave _him a large ...... and much clothing of fine linen and · 

purple . . . . .. 

32. before her, and also Hagar ... and appointed men for me who would take [me] 

out ... 

33. And I, Abram, went forth, exceedingly rich in cattle and also in silver and in gold, 

and I went up out [of Egypt and Lot], · 
34. the son of my brother, with me. And Lot also bad great possessions and took unto 

himself a wife from ... 
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110 JEWISH STMBOLS 'II THE GRECO-ROMAN PERIOD 

ma)s are branches. The idea is clearly that to whichjcsus, the Logos in the Fourth Gospel, 
is made to allude when he says, "I am the true vine, you arc the branches." At the top 
is God himself, and man has the unique power of perceiving this celestial reality beyond 
creation, so that he grows wings, and soars up to it. In the thiasos, when this occurs, 
David teaches men the divine frenzy by which they tame the wild animals of their pas­
sions and so become able to rise to be servants at God's throne. This, precisely, the painting 
told us when it showed the tribes of Israel first blessed by Jacob who wears the sacred 
robe, and then rising, still in servants' robes, to stand beside the throne at the top of the 
tree. The great mystagogues, we shall sec, wear the white robe, as do the Throne Mates . 
But the mau of Israelites, while they may ascend to the throne, do so through the media­
tion of the Patriarchs, especially of David and Moses, and remain servants before the 
Throne. 

The first painting showed merely the tree growing from the vase, just as the cosmic tree 
of Philo rested upon the Logos. Then Orpheus-David was put in to qucll the passions, and 
the Throne was inserted at the top to mark the goal of ascent through the tree. Perhaps 
at the same time the ''tokens of bread and wine'' were put beneath the tree, but on this 
the allegory of Philo throws no light at all. To show the tokens was not sufficient for those 
in the synagogue planning the reredos, however, so the ascent of Israel to be slaves at the 
Throne took its place. I cannot believe, however, that the "tokens" had not, when put in, 
a very specific reference to a cult act. In any case the painting ended completely on the 
note of Philo's allegory, the unique achievement of true Israel-that is, of mystic Israel. 
I strongly suspect that the underpainting came through and blurred the ovcrpainting 
because the first paint was not fully dry when the new paint was put over it. This would 
imply, if true, that the composition was worked out by concentrated trial and error for 
symbolic effect, and was not a series of casual and fanciful additions and cmbellishm~ts. 

F . . 'IHE FOUR POR'IR.Al'IS 

ONE THING highly important in Philo's allegory, namely the unique mystagogue, 
Moses, docs not appear in the painting of the tree-vine, unless, as we cannot assume, 
it is Moses who sits on the throne at the top. The central painting seems to represent 
the salvation of Israel as a People. Apparently to compensate this, the artist put up 
four portraits, two on either side of the rercdos proper, so placed that they form an integral 
part of the central design. Kraeling calls them wing panels, plate v, fig. 93. 

Each of these portrait panels presents a single full-length figure clothed in the white 
Greek robe. Not only docs their position declare their importance, but also the fact that 
they are the only individual portraits in the room. In view of the care with which the 
symbolism of the central painting of the reredos was evolved, it must be presumed that 
the subjects of these portraits were selected with more than random attention. 

All observers have agreed that the four constitute a series beginning at the upper 
right of fig. 93-that is, the hero in plate v and fig. 325. Of his identity no one has ever 
had any doubt. He stands in the Greek dress we have seen on the Throne Mates and 
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on Jacob in the centr painting. He has brown ·r and beard, and his clavi are clearly 
drawn, as well as the marks on his himation which we shall follow Christian conven­
tion in calling the gams. 181 Three threads extend down from the corner of the himation. 
Beside his bare feet stand his high boo and he gestures with his right hand toward a 
bush beside him, filled with red strokes through the green leaves. The right hand 112 of 
God above the bush in the upper left comer indicates divine intervention. At the level of 
his head a broad band runs across the scene, but is broken so that his head is framed in a 
square background. The device gives the hero a square halo of the type more distinctly to 
be recognized in the two lower panels. In presence of all these details we should not have 
needed the words "Moses, son of Levi" 111 in Aramaic at the right of the figure's shoulder 
to identify him as Moses at the burning bush. It is the only label on any of the four por­
traits. While it is familiar in the biblical account of his birth that Moses was "son of Levi" 
by both his father and mother, as Torrey points out its being mentioned here would seem 
designed to "emphasize the priestly origin of Moses," that is, his priestly character. Rab-

inic writings frequently discuss his having been forbidden the priestly office, and ac-

1 
cordingly, while they comment upon his temporary priestly functions, do not ordinarily 
use the term "priest" for him. Much is made of Moses as intercessor and mediator for his 
people, but in rabbinic writings Moses' powers of that sort were recalled almost entirely 
as he exercised them during his life. Yet in some·places it would seem that Moses had a 
permanent ministry, at least of intercession. Ginzberg points out 1" that the souls of the 
pious are nearest to God, a little farther away are Mercy and Justice, but close to these 
stands Moses. Ginzberg notes 1• that the phrase "Moses the man of God" was occasionally 
interpreted to mean that Moses was half man and half God. Other interpretations of this 
phrase are also quoted by Ginzberg, but he especially notices that this one resembles 
Philo's statements about the character of Moses. Certainly Philo makes more of this con­
ception than do the rabbis, as has appeared and will soon appear again. 

Philo saw a special event indeed in God's appearance to Moses in the bush. It was 
the occasion on which God revealed himself to Moses as pure Being. So Philo interprets 
the Septuagint translation of "I am who I am." 118 The Greek, ego eimi ho on, means "I am 
he who exists," or "the existing one," a change which modem commentators have often 
considered a hellenistic reinterpretation by the Septuagint translators themselves long 
before Philo. To Philo, it meant that in this vision God revealed to Moses the difference 
between Being and Not-Bcing.117 All things "after'' God belong in the category of Not­
Being in comparison to God as Being proper (kata to einai).1• In commenting on this in 
another passage Philo leaves the personal masculine, and equates God with the purely 
abstract neuter, Being (to on).119 As a result of this version, Moses very nearly becomes 

161. See below, p. 162. 

162. The impression that this is the left hand is 
removed by the carefully drawn fingernails, as 
in the hands with Ezekiel, figs. 34,8 f. 

163. See Torrey in Kraeling, S.Jnllgogu,, i7I, 
imcription. 

164. ugmds, III, 107; see the references in VI, 
44, n. 241. 

165. Ibid., III, 481; cf. VI, 166, n. g65. 
166. Exocl. 111, 14. 

167. Mos. 1, 75; see below, X, 95. 
168. D,t. 16o; cf. Mut. 11. 

16g. Som. i. ~30. 
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divinitv!llimlSClt: he is ''liven as a god to Pharaoh," in Philo goes on to say, which means 
lli 

e human point of view • indeed be regarded a god "by all conception 
and sec ·n , though not in truth and Being." 111 We shall find it extremely important 
that this pr ntation of Mo should be the one to which the Migration of Israel leads. 

Moses reappears on the p panel at the left, figs. 93 and 324. Since the upper part 
of the painting is destroyed, cannot say with confidence that this panel had no label, 
but since the lower two pane arc not inscribed, that is a natural assumption. Herc Moses 
on Sinai-the mountain indicated sketchily by a white curving line behind him-steps 
forward in the white robe, marked with the same details and with his shoes again re­
moved, to receive the Law from Heaven. The Tables of the Law would presumably have 
been extended to Moses by the right hand of Gocl.172 In the Ezekiel scene, figs. 348 f ., five of 
the incidents arc marked with the heavenly hand, all of them right hands, so that it was 
obviously of symbolic importance there, and here, to represent the right hand. 

The design of Moses on Sinai sc&DS to stem from an original that also lay ultimately 
behind fig. 94,171 where the same tall shoes of the Dura rendering appear, and the burning 
bush has come to be a fire from a gadrooned brazier, or possibly the flaming object in 
the lower right comer. Moses here wears the Greek robe as he gets the Law ~n Sinai, but 
when he tends the sheep he has only the chiton. He has his hands covered to receive the 
Law, and similarly covers his hands in the lower left panel at Dura. Another product of 
the same tradition, fig. 95,17' appears in the Chludov Psalter, from which we saw the 
monkey of Orpheus, fig. 82. In the Psalter, Moses' shoes have become sandals at the foot 
of the mount, but the mount is itself more like what probably lay behind the mount in 
the Dura panel, and the Law is the square table, and not the scroll of fig. 94. Again the 
bush is a real bush, shown bcf orc Moses and under the hand of Goel. I strongly suspect 
that like these Christian drawings the original showed the bush and Sinai in the same 
scene, and that the shoes appear off Moses' feet in the Dura scene because in making two 

scenes out of one the shoes were copied with both figures of Moscs.
171 

170. Exod. VU, l. 

I 71. D,t. 161 f. 
172. In MR, Dlfll., XI, 10 (ET, 185), it is said 

that Moses received the Law from the right hand 
of God. See fig. 63 and below, X, 1 o6, n. 8. 

173. From CosmJ\S Indicoplcustcs, Christian 
Topog,aJ,kJ, fol. 61•; ed. C. Stomajolo, 1go8, plate 
25 (Codices c Vaticanis selecti, X). Moses the 
shepherd stands under the hand of God with his 
sheep at the left, and the mountain is strangely 
represented as the flaming arc at the lower right. 
The hand comes here from a cloud in the conven­
tion we noticed at Beth Alpha, above, I, ~46 f.; 
Ill, fig. 638. For appearances of the design in other 
manUICripta of this work sec Ricdin, Comuu In­
di&oplnuus, I, 9~03, ~~~55· In these the bush 
becomes various kinds of burning altan. 

174- From Omont, M iniat111u, plate x. It is 

from the Biblioth~ue Nationale, Paris, ms. grec 

139, fol. 422"'. 

175. The tradition of the covered hands in 
receiving the Law was adapted by Christians for 
representing Peter in the act of receiving the noz,a 
ux from Christ enthroned: sec Hannah Junch, 
"Tradition und Nemch6pfung im altchristlichcn 
Bildcrkrcis,,, W is.muchaf lliw <ntsehrift ur Frildri&h­
&hilln-Univnsitat Jma, G,sellschaf ts- und Sp,aehwis­
smse/UJ.Jtlit:J,e RnJ,e, IX (195o-6o), 205, and figs. i7 
and 31. This study, which reached me after the 
present volume had gone to press, is very rich in 
ideas and material. Sec also G. Sarfatti, "The 
Tables of the Covenant as a Symbol of Judaism" 
(in Hebrew), Torbit, XXIX (1g6o), 370-S93, esp. 
tip. 3, 6, and 9. 1 IUIJ)CCt that these also repretcnt 
the giving of the nooo l,x. But the figure secma to be 
Moses again on a aeventh-century Christian tomb-
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With the two upper panel portraits so firmly identified as Moses, we tum to the two 
lower portraits, and find that here all scholarly agreement vanishes. The panel at the 
right,11• which like Kraeling we shall call the third, plate v, fig. 326, shows an extremely 
impressive figure. A man in the same robe stands holding a large open scroll before him, 
clearly reading it. Beside his right foot is a round-topped box covered with a cloth, a box 
that all agree is the ark of the scrolls, presumably the smaller portable ark that would 
have been kept in the room for the "instruments," or behind a screen, or, ultimately, in a 
Torah shrine such as the niche in the synagogue represented. The head is framed by a 
rectangle even more distinct than the similar rectangle behind the head of Moses at the 
bush. In trying to identify this figure, most scholars have looked in the Bible for references 
to a man reading the Law, and rather arbitrarily have chosen one or another such incident 
by which to identify the reader. Kraeling feels that Moses 177 or Ezra 171 are both possible, 
but he inclines to Ezra because he identifies the fourth portrait with Abraham, and fccls 
it unlikely that there would be three portraits of Moses and a single one of another Jewish 
hero. His discussion of the four portraits, however, is based only upon scriptural texts and 
not upon the tradition of early Christian biblical illustrations, which clearly stem from 
the same prototypes as the Dura paintings. Here from three manuscripts a tradition 
definitely emerges that after Moses receives the Law on Sinai he next reads it to the peo­
ple. Fig. g6 171 shows one such sequence very clearly, though in it Moses is reading the 
Law from the stone tables, or a medieval codex.180 In the Dura panels I sec the same 
sequence of Moses reading the Law after getting it on Sinai, except that at Dura, Moses' 
audience is omitted, and Moses stands alone, so that he reads the Law to the living 
audience in the synagogue before him. The incident, of counc, is familiar in rabbinic 
tradition, which Ginzbcrg 111 paraphrases as follows: 

stone at Berlin: 0. Wulff, Alkhristliche und mit­
ttlalterliche hyi::antinische und italitnische Bildwerlce, III, 
ii, 1909, 19, no. 32; Wulff gives further instances 
and bibliography. I am by no means now so con­
fident that in the archetype of these paintings the 
incidents of the bush and Sinai appeared in the 
same painting. For in the newly discovered cata­
comb in the Via Latina, Rome, Moses stoops to 
remove his shoes while he looks back over his 
shoulder to the hand of God above him presenting 
him with the Law. Sec Ferrua, Yia lAlina, 56, 
plate xxxm, 2; 70, plate LXIV, 2. 

176. For a detailed description of the painting 
and its technique, as well as for a record of various 
interpretations, see Kraeling, Synagagiu, 232-235. 

177. With reference to Exod. XXIV, 7. 
178. Neb. vm. 
179. Courtesy of the Biblioth~ue Nationale, 

Paris, where it is Lat. 1, Bible of Charles the Bold, 
fol. 27''. Sec W. Kohler, Du Sande uon Tours, 1930, 
plate 7 (Die karolingilchen Mmiaturen, I); other 

manuscripts in A. Boinet, La Miniature carolingierw, 
1913, plates XLIV and CXXDIA; d. Const. Ocltllnl&h, 
plate xx111, fig. 134. A painting in the new Cata­
comb Via Latina shows a man on a rocky eminence 
speaking to a crowd of people below him. See 
Ferrua, Yia Latina, 47, plate XIV. Ferrua calls the 
scene the Sermon on the Mount, and he may be 
right. But since so few new scenes from the New 
Testament appear in this catacomb as compared 
with the great number from the Old Testament, 
and since it l'Clembles so much early Christian 
representations of Moses teaching the Law to the 
Israelites after hia descent from Sinai, it SCC1D1 more 
probable that that is what the painting depicts. 

180. "It is another of the attributes of the tablets 
that, although they are fashioned out of the hardest 
stone, they can still be rolled up like a ICl'Oll": 
Ginzberg, L,gnuls, III, 119, based upon MR, Son, 
of Son,s, v, 14, 1 (ET, 245). 

181. u1nuls, Ill, 87; for references see ibid., VI, 
I 

SS, n. 191. 
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God now instructed Moses to transmit to the people his words without adding to them 
or diminishing from them, in the precise order and in the same tongue, the Hebrew. 
Moses hereupon betook himself to the people to deliver his message, without first 

seeing his family. He first addressed the word of God to the elders, for he never forgot 
the honor due the elders. Then, in simple and well-arranged form, he repeated it to 
all the people, including the women. 

The art type is preserved in the Catacomb Peter and Marccllinus in Rome, fig. 97,1n 

an anomalous representation which Wilpert caJls St. Peter with the Law. But this painting 
takes us to the common phenomenon of the philosopher reading or only holding the 
scroll, a matter to be treated at greater length in the following chaptcr.1" Fig. g8 1" shows 
vividly that the scroll when held up thus for reading could contain mystic philosophy, for 
here, in a Pompeian painting, a • priest of Isis reads what we should suppose is the hieros 
logos, the secret teaching of the Mystery. We sec such a reader in action again in a ritual­
istic procession of Isis on a relief at the Vatican, fig. 99,111 while the same pose appears 
in the Dionysiac initiation scene of the Villa I tcm at Pompeii, fig. Io 1. iu The figure at 
Dura seems to have come directly from the vocabulary of the mystic religions. The most 
likely presumption is that, after the two scenes of Moses above, the figure here is also 
Moses, this time presented as the mystic hicrophant reading the hieros logos he graciously 
brought to Jews. That Moses reads the mystic text as a mystagogue means not that the 
Scriptures were literally kept secret, but that to these Jews in Dura, as to Philo, the true 
meaning of Scripture, the allegorical, was to be presented fully only to those "initiated." 
Inherently for Philo and, we presume, for many other hcllenized Jews, the Old Testament 
was a mystical book. 

We cannot identify the reader positively with Moses, however, because in the mosaic 
in the Basilica of S. Vitale, Ravenna, fig. 100,111 Moses gets the Law on the mount at the 
right, and at the leftjercmiah reads it in this same mystic pose. I still believe, nevertheless, 

182. From Wilpert, Pitture, plate 8.t,; cf. 93, 
where it appcan that the figure is seated. See 
Christ with roll and box, ibid., plate 168; also 
Christ with acroll on the Lipsanotcca of BIUCia, 
above, IV, fig. 116. 

183. See below, pp. 139 f'., 14,6. 
19+ From O. Elia, u Piuur, ul umpio di lsidl, 

1942, fig. 186; cf. p. 16 (Monumcnti dclla pittura 
antica acoperti in Italia, III, ii). Photographs of 
the painting in its present condition lack many 
details: see C. Schneider in Kpios, IV (193g-40), 
19~, fig. 3· 

185. Photo Andenon. The procession shows an 
Isis priestess, the reader, a prophet holding the 
holy pitcher with covered hands, a servitor with 
the tistrum and ladle. See J. Liepoldt and S. 
Morenz, Hnli11 &hriftm, 1953, g6 f'., and plate 7. 
ThCIC acholan have an excellent discussion of 

sccrct acriptures in antiquity, pp. 88-114, with 
special reference to Jewish and Christian usages 
u compared with the pagan. 

186. Photo Anderson; cf. Liepoldt and Morenz, 
plate 9, and loc. cit. The foregoing was finished 
for the press when I &nt aecurcd K. Weitzmann'• 
new study, Aneient Book Illumination, 1959 (Martin 
Classical Lectures, XVI). On pp. 116-127 he dis­
cusses biography and author portraits, and again 
identifies the man reading a scroll, whether stand­
ing or seated, with the ideal philosopher or poet. 
He shows a representation of Obadiah (his fig. 129 
and p. 121) from Paris, Bibl. Nat. cod. gr. 1528, 
fol. 218 .. , which is quite like the Moses figure. Old 
Jewish tradition said that the Scriptures should be 
read standing: J. Ncusner, Lif, of Rabban Yohanan 
b,n <,alclcai, Leiden, 1 g62, 38. 

187. Photo Alinari. 
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that the mystic reader of the Law at Dura is more likely to be Moses in his philosophical 
and mystical importance than any other single figure we might select. If the following 
panel, the fourth, can with any probability be taken to show Moses also, such an identifica­
tion of the third figure becomes more likely. The argument, actually, works both ways, as 
Kracling feels: now that we sec more evidence for associating the third figure with Moses 
than Kraeling considered, the fourth figure seems more apt to be Moses, though I can 
identify the fourth even less confidently than the third. 

The fourth portrait panel, plate v, fig. 102, and the accompanying sketch, text fig. 
11,181 shows a man with white hair and beard, the head this time against a black rectangle, 
apparently to set off the white hair, though the black square may have another meaning. 
He again wean the special Greek costume with its markings on both chiton and himation, 
but this time the himation is pulled over both shoulders, and covers the man's hands. 
That he stands upon the ground appcan clearly from the shadow line which the artist 
felt it ncccs.ury to put only on this portrait.1• - 1 

II 

Above his head an arc 110 indicates the heavens, with the sun, moon, and seven stars 
within it. The sun is drawn as a ''round object'' with laddered rays, to which, like Kraeling, 
I can find no parallel. The rays recall the symbolism of the ladder discussed above, and 
Philo's interpretation of the divine ladder that connects man with God, up and down 
which go the logoi of God.111 The conception that God reveals himself in a Light-Stream 
which offers a means of ascent to God appcan constantly in Philo's writings.111 The unique 
presentation of the rays here, accordingly, may well indicate such an idea. The way of 
presenting the stars seems no less significant; for they arc made of a central dot with eight 
rays, and a dot at the end of each ray. The stars as a central dot with rays is familiar 
enough, as on the ceiling of the apse in the Christian Chapel at Dura, in the Dura Mith-

188. From Kraeling, Synagog,u, ~36, fig. 61. See 
his interesting discussion there, esp. the parallels 
cited in his notes. 

189. A trace of such line docs appear with Moses 
at the bush. 

190. Kraeling says that the arc is gray, and such 
an original contrast with the light pink of the rest 
of the background is most likely. I suspect that 
his gray was originally blue. All contrast has now 

... _ 

faded out, as plate v shows. The text figure is 
reproduced from Kraeling, S.JM1op, ~36, fig. 61. 

191. Som. 1, 144-156. The passage on the dream 
of Jacob will be clilcussed at greater length below, 
X, 16g. On the ladder see above, VIII, 148-157. 

19~. Sec my BJ Light, Light, passim. For ex­
ample, in Pr41ffl. 43, Philo says that the "truly 
admirable ones . . . advance from down to up 
by a 10rt of heavenly ladder." 
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raeum, and in the Octateuch art. 111 But to repeat the dot at the end of each ray has no 
parallel that I know. Symbolically it may be important that these dots give the stan the 
form we have seen having great importance in magic, a form in which rays go out from a 
central circle, and the central circle is repeated at the end of each ray. These could be 
presented crudely on charms,196 or as elegant symbols on sarcophagi, where the circles 
both at the center and at the ends of the rays now become rosettcs.196 Both sun and stars, 
accordingly, appear at Dura in peculiar forms that associate them with mystic symbolism. 

Many suggestions have been made for the identity of the hero in this panel, most of 
which Kraeling has adequately disposed or.1• He himself prefers to call the person Abra­
ham. This interpretation has great credibility for a reason he mentions but docs not 
press, namely that in the early Christian tradition of biblical illustration, which we have 
already found so illuminating for these paintings, almost exactly this scene is used to 
represent Abraham called out to count the stars.197 If the scene had been isolated, I 
should agree that this is the most likely identification, just as by itself I should have judged 
the third to bejcremiah.1• Set in with the other three panels, however, the third of which 
most probably represents Moses, as do the first two certainly, it would seem likely that 
the last portrait represents Moses also, now in old age and ascending to heaven. Icono­
graphically this is quite possible, for a mosaic in Santa Maria Maggiore definitely 
makes the death of Moses (represented differently, to be sure) to be the sequel of his 
reading the Law to the People, fig. 103.1

" 

The Dura portrait might at once be the aged Moses, and yet show him in relation 
• 

with the heavenly bodies, since the tradition of his ascension appears so widely injudaism. 
The tradition must be very old, for even in Deuteronomy he is reported to have begun 
one of his songs before he died: 

Give car, 0 heavens, and I will speak: 
and let the earth hear the words of my mouth.• 

In the following song he blcacs each of the twelve tribes. But later tradition made much 
of this. The Rabbis (not unanimously, as Kraeling points out • 1) associated Moses with 
the cosmos on two occasions. He was devised before the beginning of the world to be the 
mediator of the C,ovcnant • and so was shown the universe on the successive days of its 
creation, when each newly created part had shrunk back at the sight of Moses' supremacy. 
For God put all created things on one side of a scale, but Moses outweighed them on the 

193. See Const. Octauueli, plates ix, fig. 16; x, 
figs. 17, 19 f., 22. See above, p. 44, and figs. 15-17. 

194. Ai, for example, above, III, figs. 999 f., 
1007. 

195. See above, VI, fig. 237, pp. 64-66; VII, 
fig. ~13. 

1g6. S,nagope, 237. 
197. He refen to the scene in the Vienna G1n1sis, 

plate vm. Sec abo cod. vat. gr. 74,6, fol. 70'; cod. 

vat. gr. 747, fol. 37~; Sm,ma Octauvcli, plate xx1, 
fig. 56; Const. Octauueli, plate XIV, fig. 44. 

1g8. Sec fig. 100 and above, p. 114. 
199. Photo Alinari. The lower half shows the 

procession of the Ark, probably around Jericho. 
100. Deut. XXXII, I. 

201. SJMloP,, ~37, n. 947• 
2~. Aa. Mos. 1, 14; p,oetMasato me ho thns. Sec 

Charles' note to the passage in his A/Joe. and Pseud. 
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other. Also, at the end of Moses' life, when God "was taking him to himself," he showed 
Moses the whole universe, past and present.• So Moses was the man of God, half man 
and half God.* Josephus called Moses the "divine man," the theios anir.* He• tells 
how at Moses' death the hero was taken by a cloud into a ravine, but that people later 
dare say that on account of his supererogatory virtue he was taken eis to theion. This phrase 
may mean "to heaven," or "into divine nature." Josephus seemed to Boussct • to be 
trying to contradict a common rumor of Moses' assumption. He may have been contra­
dicting the near-deification of Moses which Philo reflects. So, the rabbis taught, God 
said to Moses, ''Thou that didst lead my children in this world, shalt also lead them in 
the future world." • When God bade the soul of Moses leave the body he said, "Soul, 
go forth, do not delay, and I will raise thee to the highest heavens and will place thee 
under the Throne of Glory next to the Cherubim, Seraphim, and other troops of an­
gels."• From rabbinic and apocalyptic tradition, then, Moses would naturally be repre­
sented viewing the heavens. 

In rabbinic sources, however, the conception has no central place. The idea was 
much more strikingly developed in hellcnized Judaism. When we look in Philo for an 
old man who goes into the presence of God (the covered hands) in the company of the 
heavenly bodies, or for an incident in which the stars played an important part, we arc 
led immediately to Moses. For according to Philo, when Moses had disposed of all his 
earthly affairs at the end of his life, one hundred and twenty years old, he began his final 
song of praise while still in the bocly.110 In order to sing this song with absolute perfection, 
he gathered together a mighty company. Philo's description of what followed, his version 
of the real meaning of the psalms attributed to Moses in Deuteronomy XXII f., is too re­
markable for paraphrase: 

He [Moses] gathered together a divine company, that is the clements of the universe and 
the most effective parts of the cosmos, namely earth and heaven, earth the hearth of 
mortals and heaven the home of the immortals. In the middle between these he composed 
hymns using every musical mode and every type of interval in order that men and 
ministering angels might hear, men as learners that he might teach them a similarly 
thankful attitude, and the angels as critics to watch how, as judged by their own tech­
nique, he made not a single false note. The angels would also be strengthened in their 
faith if a man clothed in his mortal body could have a power of song like the sun, moon, 
and the sacred choir of other stars, and could attune his soul to the divine instrument, 
namely the heavens and the whole cosmos. But Moses the hicrophant, when he had taken 

203. II Baruch ux, 3-12. 

204. Ginzbcrg, Ltgends, III, 481; VI, 166 f., 
notes 964 f. 

205. Josephus, Antiquities, 111, 180. 

206. Ibid., IV, 326. 
207. As Boussct, Religion, 121 f., said, it is pre­

supposed in the transfiguration scene in Mark ct, 

4 {with parallels), that Moses ascended like Elijah, 

since the two heroes appeared there together with 
Jesus. Some such tradition may also lie behind 
J udc 9. Presumably it was told in the lost ending 
of the As.1. Mos. Schurer, Jud. Volk, III, 301-:305, 

has assembled much of the material in Jewish and 
Christian sources. 

2o8. Ginzberg, Ltgtnds, III, 481; VI, 167, n. g66. 
209. MR, Daa., x1, 10 (ET, 187). 

210. Virt. 72. 
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dicatcd in spite of the darknca of the costume in general. Such a darker dress, I suspect, 
may indicate an initiate into Isis rather than Osiris. When we sec that a large swastika 
could take the place of this pronged bar on a robe,171 we must suppose that the bar itself 
carried some significance. 

5. Syria 

As WE oo NORTH toward Syria, we find that the chiton and himation continue to be 
worn by prominent people, such as priests or the dead, though relatively little painting 
tells us how these garments were marked. Sarcophagi of the East, indeed, remind us of the 
-hcllcnistic grave stcle, in that the people portrayed on them almost always wear the Greek 
chiton and himation. As they lie on the funerary couch-celebrating, I believe, the eternal 
banquet of immortality-they usually wear the himation, as in fig. go, a relief from Smyrna 
at Leiden, but this seems an abbreviation of the full costume, which docs occasionally ap­
pear in such rcprcscntations.ua Standing figures, however, like those here accompanying 
the man on the couch, have usually the full dress. Men seem especially to be so attired, 
and women also, as they arc portrayed under shells in niches, fig. 136,17' or sit as "philoso­
phers" reading scrolls, fig. 137.171 The philosopher seems to be giving the saving instruc­
tions, a mystic knowledge or gnosis to the veiled lady beside him. A similar motif shows the 
two sitting opposite each other on a sarcophagus from Kolch-hissar at Konia.171 One need 
only go through the rich collection of such sarcophagi by Morey 177 to feel the importance of 
the himation, usually with the chiton, on funerary portraiture. 

These figures often carry scrolls, which seems to me by no means to indicate that they 
arc all poets, or philosophers in the usual sense, as has often been suggested, though such 
people would certainly carry scrolls. Still less does Pfuhl seem right that the dress and scroll 
simply marked a person as having enough education to rcad.171 The convention of robe and 
scroll carried over to the East, so that the two "magi" who flank the cult scene in the sane-

171J.. Ibid., plate xxx, 33.121 o. 
173. A. it did on tombstones on the Rhine: 

J. Klein, "Grabmo~umente aus Bonn," Jahrbii&Mr 
tUs Yanas 1J011 Altm/mnsfrnaul, i,n Rhnnland,, 

LXXXI (1886), g6-100, and plate m. 
174. Courtesy of the Istanbul Archeological 

Museum. The right lateral face of a sarcophagus 
from Selefkeh: tee Morey, TM SareoJ,luJps of Claudi4 
Antonia Sabiu, 191J.4, fig. 63; d. pp. 39 f. (Sardis, 
V). All three hold scrolls. For women see ibid., 
fig. 6'J.. 

175. Courtesy of the Istanbul Archeological 
Museum. Sec ibid., fig. 65; cf. pp. 40 f. It is the 
front of a sarcophagus from Sidamara at the same 
museum. On this and the foregoing sarcophagus 
ICC also T. Reinach, "Le Sarcophagc de Sida­
mara," Mon. Piol., IX (1p), 18g-12128, with 

plates xvn-XJX. 
176. G. Mendel in BCH, }QCVI (1~), 12124, 

fig. 'J.. 

177. Sareoplulgus. See abo E. Michon, "Sar­
cophages du type d'Asie-)4ineure," Milanges 
tfareldolo1u ,t tfkisloir1, XXVI {1go6), 7g-8g; 
M. Lawrence, "Additional Asiatic Sarcophagi," 
Memoirs of th, Ammlan kadnn, in RotM, XX ( 1951 ), 
I 16-166. 

178. A rich collection of ancient figures with 
scrolls was made by T. Birt, Du Buehroll, in dn 
Kunst, 1907. To some of his conclusions E. Pfuhl 
objected: "Zur Dantcllung von Buchrollen auf 
Grabrclicfs," ]DAI, XXII (1907), 113-13i; see 
Birt'a reply, ]DAI, XXIII {1go8}, 11~-1~4. But 
see also Marrou, MA, 1-153; Cumont, S_,,,,bolinnl, 

i53-S5°• 
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tuary of the Dura Mithracum wear Persian dress as they sit upon thrones and hold each al 
scroll, containing, one must suppose, the mystic secrets, fig. 140.179 In Christian funerary 
and ecclesiastical art, when the figures who hold it arc Christ and the saints, the scroll 
would seem to refer to the saving Gospel or creed, in whose hope and power the saint has 
achieved his sanctity. Similarly, we thought that in fig. 130 the Roman-Egyptian would 
presumably have in the scroll all or part of the Book of the Dead. The figures on pagan 
monuments must have presented, ordinarily, the rich upper classes, and it is to me un­
thinkable that such people claimed especial dignity from the fact that they were literate. 
On the other hand, it was precisely from this class that the initiates of mysteries were 
largely recruited. My guess is, accordingly, as already indicated, that in paganism the 
scroll signified the mystic, or eschatological, hope of the people buried or celebrated, and 
that the Christian scroll similarly represented the message and hope of Christianity. A lady 
holds the scroll as she goes to the world behind the curtain of death in the central panel of a 
sarcophagus, while the side panels show her being given the mystic teaching; she seems to 
tell the story behind figures with the scroll in all funerary monuments, pagan and Chris- • 
tian.180 What is important for our purpose here is that on this sarcophagus, as on practically 
every one illustrated by the authors quoted, the scroll is held by a person in the chiton and 
himation.111 It is the deified imperial family of Antoninus Pius that has the scroll along with 
other divine symbols in fig. 138, m for in mystic Egypt deification was by no means a post­
mortem achievement. 

The mosaics of Antioch might well have presented our chitons and himations, but 
unfortunately the robe rarely appears-because, I dare suggest, the meaning of the decora­
tions rarely called for them. The striped chiton appears in street scenes, but without signifi­
cance, iaa so far as one can sec. A waitress attending a dining and drinking couple wears the 
same dress, and here symbolism is a greater possibility, since a man and woman on a 
banqueting couch so commonly represent immortality or mystic achicvemcnt.1" Closely 
connected with this is a handsome figure of the winged Comus, the patron demon of ban­
quets, in the same striped chiton.181 Still more direct would seem to be the testimony of a 
mosaic in a tomb, a mosaic that shows several women at a banquct.111 Herc the most im­
portant figure seems to be Mnemosyne, Memory. Levi interpreted this as the funerary or 
memorial banquet; if he is right, as I believe, the several people at the banquet who wear 
the striped chiton, if not the himation also, arc appropriately clothed. More perplexing, 

179. From a copy by H. Gute in the Yale Uni­
venity Art. Gallery. Cf. RostovtzefF, Dura-Europo1, 
VII/VIII, plates xvt-xvm. For the place of this 
figure in the whole design see above, III, fig. 57. 

180. See above, IV, fig. 1o8. 
181 . If the scroll is taken to represent a poet, 

we would have the same impression. We have al­
ready mentioned, above, pp. 139 f., that the poet 
was such by divine inspiration. 

18!2. From Edgar, Sculpture, plate XXVI; d. pp. 

53-SS• 
183. Levi, Anti«A, plate LXXDt; pp. 3!26-.336. 
19.t-. Ibid., plate XLvd; pp. i03 f. For such 

scenes in general see ibid., 18g. Cf. the mystic at­
tendants in the Roman house on the Via dei 
Cerchi, above, p. 139. 

185. Levi, plate cLb; pp. 50-54. 
186. Ibid., plate i.xvI/J,· pp. 296-304- Cf. Frank 

Brown in Rostovtzeff, Dura-Europo1, VII/VIII, 
156. 
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BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

10 EAST 53d STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 (212) 207-7057 

December 13, 1989 

Dear Adele: 

Enclosed should be a memo to me that details 
Peter Machinist's corrections. Again, you 
have until the pages come back from the com­
positor (early to mid-January) to resolve these 
issues. I will talk to Phoebe, as promised, 
about the Bibliography. I hope I did not con­
cern you too much about it; I just wanted to 
make clear that we still had a few issues to 
resolve on it--as opposed to the text, where I 
believe we've resolved most everything at all 
important. I understand that ' your time is not 
completely your own at this point; Phoebe and 
I will do our best to help you as much as we can. 
I will be in touch with you about the Bibliography 
sometime in the next week. 

Again, I am enjoying my work on this book, and 
I am enjoying working with you. I am extremely 
sorry to hear that your husband's condition has 
deteriorated; both you and he have my best wishes 
and my sympathy. 

/ \ 
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BASIC BOOKS, INC. 

PUBLISHERS 

10 EAST 53rd STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 (212) 207-7057 

TO: Cheryl 
FR: Nina 

List of innacuracies in STORY OF SCRIPTURE, as noted 
by Peter Machinist, Associate Professor of Biblical 
and Ancient Studies, Ann Arbor. 

Page 54, 2nd full Par. 
a god, not a godess. 

"is saved by the godess Ea" Ea is 

Page 58 - 2nd to last paragraph. 
Ashurbanipal ... is the first king 
that he had mastered the scribal 
first king to do so. This could 
few kings" or something similar. 

"The nee-Assyrian emperor 
of renown who boasted 
arts." He was not the 
be changed to "one of the 

Page 110, 2nd full paragraph. 11 
•• Aramic is a near cousin to 

Hebrew. The languages, both deriving from Akkadian .. " 
Aramic does not derive from Akkad'ian. This could be changed 
to "related to Akkadian" for that is true. 
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joined into sizable rolls. Parchment scrolls of the Hellenistic period 
up to twenty-eight feet long have been found (Y.Ji11 t 985). 

After 550 &c.a., the new Persian administration established An­
maic as the language of record for all documents dealing with goy­
ernment matters and co0:1merce in the watem pan of the empite 
and adopted a formal script for of6cial use. This script of squarish 
design, far more readable than cuneiform-influenced predeceaon, 
was quickly adopted by Judean scribes. Recognizing its eastern ori­
gins~ they named this new script, somewhat anachronistically, 
Aslaurit, the •Assyrian saipt. • It later became, and remains to mis 
day, the standard for all liturgically approved Torah scrolls. 

Linguistically, Aramaic is a near cousin to Hebrew. The lan­
guages, both deriving &om Akkadian, share many words, employ 
essentially the same grammatical forms, and are written with the 
same alphabet. Bilingualism became increasingly common. By the 
time Alexander the Great's conquests ended the Pmian period (lace 
fourth century a.c.E.), Aramaic was well on its way to becoming the 
vernacular of most ~eerinfoa Jewc The priest-scribe who 10mel' 
time in the fourth century prepared a history of the reforms Ezra• 
bad instituted in Jerusalem, a chronicle included in the Bible, felt 
comfortable introducing into his bistnry several antnnslated An­
maic documents purportedly issued by the Persian imperial bureau 
(Ezra 4:8-6:18, 7:12-26). 

The increased use of Aramaic, particularly by elite, literate 
Judcans, increasingly allowed these former provincials to feel them­
selves part of an international literary world. The exiles found Ara­
maic a useful, even indispensable, tool in maintaining contact 
between them and their hosts. The increased use of Aramaic also ex­
erted an unplanned pressure toward the creation of a Hebrew saip­
ture. As more and more Judeans used Aramaic as their vernaculai, 
the number who could radily understand recitations of the tradi­
tion diminished. and a bilingual audience (Hebrew and Aramaic) 
began to bnpoee subde, bat important. chuga on the tradidoNI 
language in which the lotot and the namtiws wae presented. 
While the need to be WMlentood dictated lingaiscic change, there 
was at the same time a predictable conserntive reaction determined 
to preserve &miliar idioms and language. 
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ing bureaus and set about accomplishing bis ends by hiring scribes 
from other courts. 

Uliteracy was not seen as a disabling handicap which precluded 
the exercise of power or even a reputation for learning. Not a sin­
gle line in the Book of Judges suggests that Debo~. Gideon, 
Samson or any other leader of the settlement period could read or 
write. The Deuteronomic histories routinely describe the kings 
of Israel and Judah as listening to the speeches of their counselon 
or being read to by a royal scribe. The few stories in the 
Deuteronomic histories wltielt describe a royal figure as actually 
writing are clearly revisions of earlier recitals. One is a report that 
David inscribed the message that ordered a field commander to 
dispatch Uriah on a suicide mission (2Sam.11:14-15); another, 
that Ahab's queen Jezebel wrote the letter plotting to charge 
Naboth with treason {1 Kings 21:8-9). Reading both scenes, I 
feel certain that a later storyteller bad reshaped these e~citing but 
unseemly tales, inserting the use of written letten to emphasize 
the royal penonages' need to handle ugly business with maxi­
mum secrecy. It is doubtful that either David or Jezebel could 
read and/ or write Hebrew. David is described as a farm boy 
turned mercenary, an upbringing that would not have provided 
him the opportunity or wherewithal to attend a school for scribes 
had one been available to him. Jezebel was Phoenician and a 
woman: neither circumstance made it likely that she would have 
been able to write a letter in Hebrew. 

Kings were kings, not scriveners. They needed to win wan, not 
write or even read books. The nco-Assyrian emperor Ashurbanipal 
(668-33 a.c.1.), who lived three centuries after David. is the first 
king of re~own who boasted that he had mastered the scribal arts; 
what we know with historical certainty is that he was the 6nt to es­
tablish. systematically, a literary library (Richardson 1914, pp. 22, 
128). In Ashmbanipal's case, literacy became something of a dis­
abling passion. ID midcfle age, be ahandoned statecraft for biblioma­
nia and depleted the royal treasury in order to enrich the library of 
Ninneh, in its clay the largest in West Asia. 

A capable sword, a strong will. and common sense were the attri­
butes a king required. He could always hire scribes to keep the nee-

SB 

L 

r 



. _J 
•. 

7 

• . 
t 

THB S70RY OP SCRIPTURB 

functional capacity to reshape its fundamental traditions without 
being comdoas of doing IO. 

Such &a,ilia, recitations were not simply good theater but tied 
listenen to their past, to each other, and to their god(s). Put of the 
joy and power of such moments lay in their familiarity. The audi- . 
ence could anticipate words and phrases and thus have tangible proof 
that what they belieffll to be true and right was, in fact, so. The 
smry's nlae lay in the recital which brought their past to life and 
guarded their present with the security of tnisted teachings. The 
narrator did not need to belabor the message. The experience was 
the message. Its nlue lay in the emotional security that came from 
sharing a common heritage and present. 

Myths can be traced to earlier prototypes in other cultures, a 
prime example being the tale of the Flood and Noah (Gen. 6-9). 
The biblical story is not a stencil of the earlier Sumerian epic of 
Gilgamesh which it so much resembles. Rather, it is a transformed 
Yenion of a long-familiar story, changed over time and by 
unconscious desiin to reflect meanings and purposes appropriate 
ID the Jsnelite ethos. Where Utnapishtim, the survivor of the 
Ooocl in the Gilgamesh epic, is saved by the goddess Ea because she 
has taken a fancy to him, Noah is saved by God because he is a 
righteous man. • 

The fmt scriptures were intended to be read aloud. Chants that 
suggested the inflection and mood created by storyteller or prophet 
were formalized. Communities encouraged the reader to memorize 
and publicly recite the text in the same singsong the rhapsodists used 
in their recitations. Conscious efforts to transmit orally sacred tradi­
tions persisted long after literacy had become a much-used social 
tool. This is true in many ancient cultures. In India. the Rig Vedas, 
abeady well known in the thirteenth century &c.L. were chanted 
aloud for centuries ud not written down for another thousand 
years. To this day. Muslim schools emphasiie the chanted memori­
adon ol the Konn. the actual text being used only to ensure against 
mistakes. And • Ear back u we can trace public readings Crom the 
S,J,, Tord, we find that they were not read but chmtecl-u they 
oCtm are today hJ those who come to •read• &om the Tonh in l)'D­

agogues uoand the wodcl 
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.---,CLEVELAND 
COUEGEOF 
JEWISH 
STUDIES 26500 Shaker Boulevard Beachwood, Ohio 44122 216 464-4050 

June 28, 1989 

To: Rabbi Daniel Silver 

From: Merrily F. Hart, Librarian 

The following books cannot be located at CCJS or Fairmount Temple. 

Nor are they, or anything similar, listed on our Bibliofile database 

which includes most titles owned by the Library of Congress. 

Justinian and the Jews (Baumgarten) 

[~o Introductions to Midrash (J. Kugel) 

Perhaps we can get some information from HUC Library. 

I • ~ 5:u J ,JI-..,.. 
✓ I have attached the quote from Avot and am working on the other / ~ ,: 2..'f 

two quotations. I'm not certain that I have the French quotation correctly. 

Perhaps you could write it down or spell it out for me. 

~ The citation for Urbach is: 

Urbach, Ephraim E. Th Sages: Their Concepts and Beliefs. 

Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1975. 2 vols. 
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7 ATE- JEN 'Jt;{I .' 

ADVOCATE 

53 . 
, ,~ :,l-, I;,,, !t1Ut]i;: ;-,~9 i1.,!, i1?? '1K 

Woe to a man whose advocate turns into prosecutor! 

AFFINITY 
54 

LEVITICUS_ R. -
in? l~ ~:If .. ~,~ :i1i» "'!C .,"r'! '!J'?~ Of~'? ac', 

:ls lt1lp 102 

Not for nothing did the starling follow the raven; 
it is or its kind TALMUD, BAVA QAMMA 

AFFLICTION 

55 
:nil-\!1 :,:iv,:, K', -,n i1»D 

T • T I T-S 9' • 

An affliction that the Bible, r or all its long list, does 
not record Based on DEUTERONOMY 28, 61 

56 

In the day of prosperity affliction is forgotten, in 
the day of affliction prosperity is remembered no 
more BEN SIRA 11, 25 

57 
T"'"PC;~ iN=?'"!7? . b r~,:, N,;i-1,,, -w;,f!;:i~ .,~ 

Whom God favours, He tries with afflictions 
TALMUD, BERAKHOT 

AGE 

See also OLD AGE 

5& 
,r,;,~,'? i11,W~ vi"' 1, ,:,~,'? -,~! l~ ,K1P.~? W~t' 1, 
0..-,,, 1~ ,i11]~'_? i11,~ i1~it,' 1~ , -Yltl7{'1 i11~ ~0 J~ 
,i1,~'? 0"'~!? tf ,i1r~'.? 0"'~1tc 1~ ,tt:D'? 0~"v 1~ ,'li,1'? 
,, ,i111::i,'.? 0"~it,~ ,, ,i1i"!'? 0~~· 1~ ,i1~P.!'? 0"" lf 

a'?i»~ 17? 't'i' .,~~ "~ ,'Pa;c:p i1t'~ lf ,tmf? 0"~':' 
10 ,:,,rm 

60 
.,,.,., .,f ~ lP.! r~ 'l~t,n~ '!J1 T!J 
A young tree bends, an old tree breaks YIDDISH 

n ,., ,ru,:a 

AGENT 
61 

A man's agent is as himself 
62 

BERAKHOT 5, 5 

n D'flDD D"P.iq ~"~ i1J'1:' "'J''?f/ 
Men sent on pious missions will meet no evil 

TALMUD, PESSAl:DM 

An errand of mBcy /1 it.J own prot~ction 
63 

~ ,fft 1Q"'I ~ av,'! i', ~ 0otr,t',tf :,,.,~ 

The Almipty has many aaents 

AGGRANDIZEMENT 

64 

NUMBERS R. 

K~tf 07i:117 p'?,rs i', r~ i,?,t! p'?p~ -Y~~n1?i) 

~ ,l i"ll'ln '7l~ln-,, 

Who aggrandizes himself by demeaning his friend 
has no part in the world to come 

TALMUD YERUSHALMI, l;fAGIOAH 

------ ------
AGONY 

65 
:n, lt"W am 1"t~J ,,~,~ 01]~ 01, r~ 
One should not be blamed for words uttered in 
agony TALMUD, BAVA BATRA 

66 
,1 :a, n,n,:a ,~7~1 .. ~.,,~ '!Jif-17? i'~! 
To cry out in agony, out of one·s very toenails 

GENESIS R. 

ALACRITY 

67 
~, ,~ n1',s,, i1f1 ncJ mr,~ :,i;t, :,1~ r~ 
There is no virtue like alacrity, nor any vice like 
sloth PENINt HAMELITZOT 

At five years old, one is fit for the Scriptures, at ten 
for the Mishna, at thirteen to fulfil the command­
ments, at fifteen to study Talmud, at eighteen for 
wedlock, at twenty for a calling, at thirty for office, 
at forty for discernment, at fifty r or counsel, at sixty 
to be an elder, at seventy for white hain, at eighty for 
vigour, at ninety for a bowed back ... and at a ALIEN 
hundred you arc as one that has died and left • 68 

,-----immr---------:----.......:~~A:vOT~~s~, :2!1 ~ .,i!~ 0"~1!? 0
1

1?~"!7? V\1\i' "~ nt1~ "~Y ~" 0-.~;0 
59 I , ,.,, .-,,0 1:a 

~r,:, .n .,tit' T~k, 011$~ ~1~ ~ ,, ',i~ Better a life of poverty in the shelter of one's own 
At every different age a man feels differently rooftree than delicious dainties in an alien land 

HERZL BEN SIRA 29, 25 
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Two inquiries about contemporary writers 

1. Jean Paul Sartre somewhere makes the mordant observation that "Jews 
live in books, not in landscape." 

Where? 

George Steiner elaborates the idea more elegantly in an essay, "Our 
Homeland, the Text," the source ofwhich I have cited as- Tel11n, # ': r, , 
Su"r '8D. p 205 

I~aA--no longer lay my hands on a copy of the publication and wonder 
if you can check the accuracy of the citation. 
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a secret and deep-seated need to attach oneself to tra­
dition and, in default of a national past, to give oneself 
roots in a past of rites and customs. But that is just the 

point: religion is here only a symbolic means. At least • 

in Western Europe the Jewish religion has been unable 

to resist the attacks launched by rationalism and by the 

Christian spirit; atheistic Jews whom I have questioned 
admit that their dialogue on the existence of God is 
carried on against the Christian religion. The religion 
which they attack and of which they wish to rid them­

selves is Christianity; their atheism differs in no ~ay 

from that of a Roger Martin du Gard, who says he has 

disengaged himself from the Catholic faith. Not for a 

moment are Jews atheistic against the Talmud; and 
priest, to ·all of them, means the vicar, not the rabbi. 

Thus the facts of the problem appear as follows: · a 
concrete historical community is basically national 

and religious; but the Jewish community, which once 

\\·as both, has been deprived bit by bit, of both these 

concrete characteristics. We may call it an abstract his­

torical community. Its dispersion implies the breaking 

up of common traditions, and it was remarked above 
that its twenty centuries of dispersion and political im­
potence forbid its having a historic past. If it is true, as 

Hegel says, that a community is historical to the degree 
that it remembers its history, then the Jewish commu-

66 



nity is the least historical of all, for it keeps a·memory 

of nothing but a long martyrdom, that is, of a long pas­
sivity. 

What is it, then, that serves to keep a semblance of 

unity in the Jewish community? To reply to this ques­

tion, we must come back to the idea of situation. It i$ 

neither their past, .their religion, nor their soil that 

unites the sons of Israel. If they have a common bond, 

if all of them deserve the name of Jew, it is because 

they have in common the situation of a Jew, that is, they 

live in a community which takes them for Jews. 

In a word, the Jew is perfectly assimilable by mod­

em nations, but he is to be defined as one whom these 

nations do not wish to assimilate. What weighed upon 

him originally was that he was the assassin of Christ.* 

Have we ever stopped to consider the intolerable situa­

tion of men condemned to live in a society that adores 

the God they have killed? Originally, the Jew was 

therefore a murderer or the son of a murderer-which 

in the eyes of a community with a pre-logical concept 

of responsibility amounts inevitably to the same thing 

-it was as such that he was taboo. It is evident that we 

• We must take note at once that it is a question here of a legend created 
by Christian propaganda during the dispersion. It is evident that the 
cross is a Roman. instrument of torture and that Christ was executed by 
the Romans as a political agitator. 
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to consider it a pure play of abstractions; on the con­

trary, we must insist on its creative power. In rational­

ism two centuries-and not the least important­

placed all their hope; from rationalism sprang the sci­

ences and their practical application; it was an ideal 

and a passion; it tried to bring men together by un­

covering for them universal truths on which they could 

all reach agreement, and in its naive and agreeable 

optimism it deliberately con£ ounded evil with error. 

We shall understand nothing about Jewish rationalism 

if we see it as some kind of abstract taste for disputa­

tion, instead of what it is-a youthful and lively love of 

men. 

At the same time, however, it is also an avenue of 

flight-I may even say, the royal road of flight. Up to 

this point, we have discussed those Jews who attempt, 
in their individual personalities, to deny their situation 

as Jews. But there are others who have chosen to es­

pouse a conception of the world that excludes the very 

idea of race. No doubt this is really an attempt to con­

ceal from themselves their own situation as Jews; but 

if they could succeed in persuading themselves and 

others that the very idea of Jews is contradictory, if 

they could succeed in establishing their vision of the 

world in such fashion that they became blind to the 

reality of Jewishness just as the color-blind per'son is 

110 



blind to red or green, could they not then declare in 

good faith that they are "men among men"? 

The rationalism of Jews is a passion-the passion 

for the universal. If they have chosen this rather than 

something else, it is in order to fight the particularist 

conceptions that set them apart. Of all things in the 

world, reason is the most widely shared; it belongs to 

everybody and to nobody; it is the same to all. If reason 

exists, then there is no French truth or German truth; 

there is no Negro truth or Jewish truth. There is only 

one Truth, and he is best who wins it. In the face of uni­

versal and eternal laws, man himself is universal. 

There are no more Jews or Poles; there are men who 

live in Poland, others who are designated as "of Jewish 

faith" on their family papers, and agreement is always 

possible among them as soon as discussion bears on the 
universal. 

Recall the portrait of the philosopher that Plato 

sketches in the Phaedo: how the awakening to reason 

is for him death to the body, to particularities of char­

acter; how the disembodied philosopher, pure lover of 

abstract and universal truth, loses all his individual 

traits in order to become a universal look of inquiry. It 

is precisely this sort of disincarnation that certain Jews 

seek. The best way to feel oneself no longer a Jew is 

to reason, £ or reasoning .is valid for all and can be re-
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