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How can we look at such weapons with pride? How can we reduce them to
scale and give them to our children as toys, or set them up in our public squares
for family excursions? War is not a game. Guns are not toys, The hydrogen
bomb does not represent the finest accomplishment of human civilization,

Perhaps such bombs are necessary. Some claim that peace can be preserved
only through the present balance of terror, T question this position, but surely
all of us can agree that we ought to know these bombs for what they are —
daemonic, satanic instruments of indiscriminate murder, evidence at best of
our civilization's tenuous hold on [ife.

Atomic weaponry has developed its own set of euphemisms., We speak of
clean bombs, tactical weapons, and limited warfare. We treat our capacity for
bloodshed antiseptically, when the simple truth is that our weapon stockpile rep-
resents neither more nor less than a stored up capacity for massive bloodletting.

Why do 1 irsist that we see these weapons for what they are? Because no
one can be comfortable until every atomic or hvdrogen warhead has been
deactivated. They cannot be accepted as necessaries. Ultimately they represent
the destruction of every value necessary to human life, It is folly to assume
that our world can survive an unceasing atomic arms race. Atomic weapons
mean atomic war, Atomic war means a hundred mwillion corpses. The triumph
of our age will not be the enginecring of new weapons systems but the engi-
neering of world peace and world order and international disarmament.

December 25, 1960

ON UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE

The sensitive fingers and carcful rakes of many archaeologists are sifting
the dust of the Near East for details of ancient history. Some of the sites being
investigated correspond to cities and places mentoned in the Bible. Many of
the artifacts uncovered surprisingly confirm the exidence of Scripture,

It is good to know that Israel's chroniclers were fairly careful historians.
It is important to remember, however, that a religion’s merit rests on its
spiritual vision, a0t on the accuracy of its chron cles. The Bible or the New
Testament or, fo: that matter, the Koran might be entirely accurate as history,
but uninspiring and hence worthless as sacred literature, Or, conversely, the
Bible or the New Testament or the Koran may develop highly fictionalized
accounts without their spiritual value being debased. The Book of Ruth is












Uncle Sam astride an atomic carnon is an incongruous imape, This long-
legged, Lincolnesque gentleman ought rather to be figured stubbornly clinging
to principle, inventively supporting progress, and not too proud to clasp the
hand of cooperation and peace,

January twentieth I hope to witness his return to such familiar and be-
COMming pursuits,

January 15, 1961

OF MOVIES AND THE BIBLE

Of late, Biblical films have been the vogue. Hollywood has repeatedly
and lucratively mined the romance and pageantry of Scripture. Press agents
tell us that more such cinema is on the way.

I suppose that this is testimony to the much publicized American religious
revival, The Bible is good box office. Church andl synagogue groups can be
exploited to boost attendance. Everyone ought to be happy. May 1 confess
that T am not?

I do not suggest that these films do conscious violence to the texts from
which they are drawn. If anything, they are slavishly literal. I am not complain-
ing that they are unhistorical. Often the research involved has been prodigious.
Nor do I complain about their lavish cost, although their production figures
might build many a hospital or school.

Why, then, my concern? Partially because I dislike seeing the Bible
reduced to the dollars and cents of a commercial enterprise, but largely because
these films tend to be coarse and violence-soaked, more interested in the details
of human passion than in the truths of searing prophecy. Finally, because they
exploit the legendary znd the mythical and transmute these poetic fancies into
crude, improbable miracles with the unfortunate implication that religion rests
its case on such side show legerdemain,

Hollywood can explain its method. The shocking and the violent swell
admission. Large sects of religious primitives still sanction every scrap of
improbable legend and might howl blasphemy if these were treated imagin-
atively, When you covet a massive audience you must be careful not to offend.
But whatever their explanation, as long as caution and commerce rule out
poetry and art, the result will remain hanal, 3f not vulgar.












If our culture insists on Chanukah giving, so be it. But let the giving be
in moderation. After all, Chanckah rests on a principle rather than on presents.
It marks a victory for the free man over a thought-controlling, arrogant and
all-powerful tyrant, If we expect our children to have a system of values which
transcends materialism we must guide them towards these values.

The battle of free men, for freedom of speech and assembly — for all that
we label civil liberties — is stilll joined and the issue is still uncertain. The free
world confronts the controlled world of the Soviet. Emerging nations are
vacillating between old-new tyrants and old-new libertics. In our own country
there are those who seek to shcut down dissent, to impose censorship, and who
insist on political or religious conformity, The ritual of Chanukah is the light-
ing of the eight-candled Menorah. The Menorah commemorates a skirmish for
freedom long since won in a war for freedom not yet won. For our free society
to survive our children must understand and cherish these candles bright.

December 12, 1960

ON ART AND THE SYNAGOGUE

Once upon a time every god had a favorite acdress, Callers could view
his portrait hanging above the fireplace or pass before a well-cut likeness in
the patio court. Later on, artists abandoned rralism in favor of impressionist
studies. Some began to represent their gods wth stylized symbols — the halo,
the extended hand, the Alpha and Omega.

In all ages, men have reverenced their deities with a rich and brilliant art.
The Jew did not. God was neither pictured nor symbolized. No icons were
sculptured. Even colorful recreations of beloved Biblical stories were not
admitted into our sanstuaries.

Assessing this attitude towards sacred art, some authoritics pundit that
our people lack an esthetic sense. Artistic ability is a rare talent but it is not
racial, Jews keep their sanctuaries pristine, not because of their genes but
because of the command “Make no graven image nor any manner of likeness,"™
Behind this rule lies a theology which affirm= God as the creative source of
life but denies that God can be figured in any form or shape. God is the Spirit
of holiness, God's address is the Universe. God’s form is the majesty of nature,
God's symmetry is the movement of life, God's signature is the achievement
of man. Man can senge God but not describe Him., God iz beyond any and
all human comparison_



































































































































