


































































BOOK REVIEWS 

THE TEACHING OF CONTEMPT: Christian Roots 
of Anti-Semitism, JULES ISAAC, Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 1984. $4.00. 

In the twentieth century we have become accustomed 
to analyze economic and sociological causes of anti­
semitism. The noted French historian, Jules Isaac, re­
examines its Christian roots as expressed in the tra­
ditional teachings of the Church in the past and in our 
own age. This slender volume outlines the three main 
themes of Christian anti-Semitism, discusses their influ­
ence, and then proves them erroneous. The author ex­
amines the doctrine that the dispersion of the Jews was 
p1mishment for the crucifixion, the ,.degenerate" state 
o1 Judaism at the time of Jesus, and the crime of 
de r: ide. In each section of the book the author stresses 
t F harm which these ideas have done and may still do 
in our country. The book is enhanced by numerous quo­
ta~ ons, both ancient and modern. 

'erhaps the volume contains little that is truly new, 
b these materials have never before been so care­
f y assembled nor have they been presented with such 

rity and beauty of style. This book deserves to be 
Jely read by Jews and Christians; it will provide an 
ight into Judea-Christian relations before the present 

,ve of ecumenism. 
DR. WALTER JACOB 

Temple Rodef Shalom, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

' HILOSOPHIES OF JUDAISM: The History of Jew­
ish Philosophy from Biblical Times to Franz 
Rosenzweig, JULIUS GUTTMANN, Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 1984. $7 .50. 

Most religious school teachers are not trained in philoso­
phy. Yet they are called upon not only to imbue their 
students with an implied philosophy of Judaism, but a~so 
to teach them about Jewish philosophers. Any book which 
can help them become aware of Jewish philosophers and 
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their thought is indeed welcome. 
But this very lack of training will limit the usefulness 

of "Philosophies of Judaism," for this is a book which 
demands background. It cannot be read without a general 
background in the history of philosophy, especially Neo­
Platonism, Aristotelianism, and German Idealism. For 
the person with some knowledge of philosophy, it may 
prove difficult, but it will be rewarding. 

Without intending to detract from the scholarship of 
the work, one might wish that the notes had been more 
carefully edited and more books in English added to the 
bib I iography. 

RABBI HENRY BAMBERGER 
Temple Sinai, Sharon, Mass. 

SHABBAT SHALOM, 18 FAVORITE SABBATH 
SONGS, Collectors Guild, produced for the Jew­
ish Education Committee of New York by B.-H. 
Stambler. Flora Avner, alto; Rellula Sake■, ■em­
soprano; Cantor Jo~epll Bo•d11an, b•itone; directed 
by Harry Coopersmith, 1984. $3.00. 

This is the perfect record for the family that wants to 
sing "z'mirot" on the Sabbath, to add color and spirit 
to the holy day, especially as children grow older ~nd 
the basic ceremony becomes commonplace. The melodies 
are sprightly and varied; some are familiar, some rela­
tively unknown, but all are simple in st~uctur_e and easy 
to learn. The words in Hebrew and transllterat,on, as well 
as the translation, appear on the album cover. Fortu­
nately, the descriptive narrative that mars so many such 
records is missing and ,.Shabbat Shalom" can, therefore, 
be used for teaching and accompaniment without a 
dreary wait between songs. . 

For sheer listening delight, the use of voices and ac­
companying instruments have been ~ varied ~ to make 
the record a pleasant musical experience by itself. 

RABBI JAY KAUFMAN 
Vice-President, UAHC 
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BREAKTHROUGH: a Treasury of Contemporary 
American-Jewish Literature, edited by IRVING 
MALIN and IRWIN STARK, The Jewish Publication Society, 
Philadelphia, $6.50. 

The American Jewish community has often been con­
fronted with the problem of the "runaway intellectual" 
-the alleged escapists of Jewish leaders who avoid their 
moral, social, and religious obligations. The remarkable 
anthology of Jewish writers in "Breakthrough" repre­
sents a significant event in Jewish American life; it 
demonstrates the way in which the centrality of Jewish 
cultural life contributes to our American civilization. 
This selection of contemporary Jewish writers in poetry, 
fiction, and non-fiction gives evidence of intellectuals 
coming to grips with, not escaping from, their heritage 
as Jews in a free society. 

The volume contains three sections: the first, entitled 
"Stories," includes works by Saul Bellow, Herbert Gold, 
Norman Mailer, Bernard Malamud, Philip Roth, and 
other perceptive writers. The second section, "Poetry," 
ranges from Allen Ginsberg's "Howl" to David lgnatow's 
"Samson," a selection which implies a yearning for an 
end to Diaspora. The third part, "Non-fiction," includes 
Alfred Kazin, Philip Rahv, Arthur A. Cohen, and Irving 
Howe, who, with Eliezer Greenberg, has written a gem 
entitled "Introduction to Yiddish Literature." Here the 
eternal themes of Jewish values are analyzed without 
sentimentality as love "for the child, the poor, the 
weak, for the insulted and injured everywhere. It is 
the power at the heart of the Yiddish tradition." 

From the introduction, competently written by the two 
editors, emerges a picture of a meaningful relationship 
between American Jewish intellectuals and their Jewish 
experiences. In his moving story, "Why I Choose to be 
a Jew," A. A. Cohen states that Judaism "was not an un­
avoidable fate, but a destiny to be chosen, freely." 

"Breakthrough" is a welcome addition to the growing 
number of volumes on the Jewish literary scene. It 
proves again that Jewish culture eminently deserves 
study on its own merits. In post-Confirmation classes 
and academies for adult studies, and among the general 
public, this volume will find a highly deserved place. 

SAMUEL ABRAHAMSEN 
JEC Educational Consultant 

INTERMARRIAGE - INTERFAITH, INTERRACIAL, 
INTERETHNIC, ALBERT I. GORDON, Beacon Press, 
Boston, 1964. $10.00. 

In terms of possible influence, this is a very important 
book. Its greatest strength lies in impressive and dis­
turbing statistics and tape-recorded case histories which 
often confirm the adage, "Marry in haste, regret at 
leisure." While the book, together with other studies, 
exposes one of American Jewry's best kept secrets, it 
also offers great hope. There is no basis, says the au­
thor, for belief that the trend towards intermarriage can­
not be reversed. He offers intensified Jewish education 
and increased observance as effective deterrents. I be­
lieve that he is right, but at the same time, we need a 
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great reappraisal of our educational philosophy, objec­
tives, and methods, if Jewish education is to prevail over 
intermarriage. 

This should be required reading for high school teach­
ers and for their students in our religious schools. 

RABBI DAVID POLISH 
Beth Emet, the Free Synagogue, Evanston, Ill. 

GOLDA MEIR: Woman with a Cause, MARIE SYRKIN, 
Putnam's, 1963. $5.95. 

"Woman with a Cause," a welcome authorized biography 
of Golda Meir, presents the drama of a lifetime com­
mitment to the Zionist ideal. 

The account begins slowly with the immigration to 
America of an undistinguished Russia Jewish family and 
increases in tempo in direct proportion to the adventures 
of its heroine. 

Golda Meir is revealed to the reader through her own 
words and deeds in the successful execution of a variety 
of responsibilities. The manner in which she met the 
problems of Kibbutz life, the complexities of labor re­
lations and political activity, the strained negotiations 
with the mandatory government, as well as her tireless 
efforts on behalf of the Jewish Agency and fund-raising 
for the Yishuv, all reflect the growth and maturation of 
this dedicated woman. Her competence and vigorous 
leadership continue to develop as she rises to the top 
echelon of public service as Minister to Russia, Minister 
of Labor, and Foreign Minister, the post she now oc­
cupies. 

Always forthright, Golda Meir goes to the heart of a 
problem with a relentless directness which is yet not 
insensitive to the thoughts and feelings of her fellow 
men. Such sensitivity, combined with the depth of her 
own convictions, has enabled her to move vast and varied 
audiences. So it was when she persuaded desperate 
refugees in the Cyprus detention camps to relinquish 
their own priority for migration to Israel on behalf of 
families with young children. 

Difficult and unpopular causes are her forte. Her words, 
"We have no alternative," the slogan of Jewish re­
sistance, seem to have been her personal answer to the 
challenges and struggles of her own life. Greatness was 
achieved through great sacrifice. 

Author Marie Syrkin, currently Professor of Humani­
ties at Brandeis University, has known her subject for 
many years and has first-hand knowledge of Israel's de­
velopment. This book, ostensibly a biography of one of 
the world's outstanding women, is also a chronicle of 
modern Israel; the two are one. 

"The man of action, the individual who does not 
suffer history but presumes to shape it, always exerts 
a special fascination. . . . A woman of action is even 
more intriguing." These words of the author explain the 
book's appeal and its importance for all who are in­
terested in the history of Israel and those who have 
shaped that history. 

RUTH S. GRUBER 
United Jewish Center, Danbury, Conn. 
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\RIATIONS ON A THEME, WINFRED E. GARRISON, 
Bethany Press, 1984. $3.50. 

.armit me to introduce a new-found friend, a young 
, .an of 90, blessed with humor, scholarship, and a 
0road, liberal interest in the meaning of life. His Church, 
fhe Disciples of Christ, was not in all periods-nor is 
,t in every sector today-of Dr. Garrison's outlook, yet 
it counts outstanding liberals among its members. Among 
the papers collected for this volume, Dr. Garrison has 
included some history of his Church, told with a twinkle 
in his eye, as well as statements of religious philosophy, 
observations on the music of Bach, and autobiographical 
notes. 

The theme upon which Dr. Garrison plays his varia­
tions, "God saw. that it was good," and his development 
of it, are always interesting and often directly useful 
in expounding a liberal Jewish interpretation of life. 

RABB I RAV A. SOLO FF 

ISRAEL: The Making of a Nation, D. R. ELSTON, 
published for the Anglo-Israel Association by the Oxford 
University Press, 1963. $5.00. 

Many of our religious schools include a course on modern 
Israel as a basic subject in their curriculum. During the last 
few years several textbooks have appeared, and the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations has just released 
a junior high school level text entitled il'~':l ,ac,tu' 
- "Israel Today." 

For the teacher seeking a concise, accurate, and well­
written book for the adult reader, "Israel: The Making of 
a Nation" is a most welcome find. It is remarkable how 
much basic information is stored in this 150-page book. 
It is not, however, a tract in the style of "Facts and 
Figures" published by the Israel Office of Information. 
Mr. Elston presents his data in a well-organized manner, 
then proceeds to explain and interpret the current reali­
ties in Israel. For example, in four exceedingly readable 
pages devoted to the subject of social customs, the au­
thor describes the difference between the "old-timers," 
the settlers in Israel in 1948 and the "newcomers," the . . , 
ImmIgrants from North Africa and Asia who have arrived 
since the creation of the Jewish state. 

Mr. Elston's skill in presenting facts in an interesting 
yet summary fashion is best illustrated in the first 
section of the· book, devoted to the historical background 
of Israel. The author manages to compress within the 
scope of fifty pages all the political negotiations, docu­
ments, and conflicting claims relevant to the territory 
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known as Palestine and , 
of Israel. 

Although the boo is spon 
Association, it is, in the mai . 
the state of affairs in f srael 
stances wh ich gave rise to , 

THE RECURRING PATTERN, NATIWI ..n-r..TI_. _ ..... ,.. 

Weidenfeld and Nicll1ls1 , LIHI 19'4. Z1 ·slillill:S. 

Dr. Rotenstreich, Professor of Phi1rn:t'lnriv 

versity, addresses himself to a pro 
perplexed students of conternpora 
Jewish bias seemingly manifested b 
to a discipline which claims devo ·o 
Kant and Hegel, for example, make 
judgments concerning Jews and Juda1s as 
tine or St. Thomas Aquinas who, after all. 
axes to grind. Why this bias? 
disapproving expressions? 

The author finds his answer in 
the "general weakness" of Western 
the confusion of rational concepts is 
dition. Hegel and Kant never really studied 
Judaism; they accepted unquestioningly 
ing history had to say concerning them, incorpora • 
these judgments-which are really outside e 
of philosophy-into their system of thought, 
lating their own inner logic. 

Kant assumes as objective truth Christianity's 
jective concept of Judaism as a religion of rite a 
law, not one of love and mercy. And Hegel, who might 
have been expected to have a better sense of history 
than did Kant, first categorizes Judaism with the religions 
of China and India, then elsewhere perceives its 
"strong identity" with the religion of ancient Greece. 

Fully one-third of Dr. Rotenstreich's work is devoted 
to an examination of Toynbee's thought. Here, as in his 
discussion of Kant and Hegel, he raises many provoca­
tive questions and manifests profound insight in groping 
for their answers. 

Teachers of modern history and Jewish thought will 
find Dr. Rotenstreich's work helpful in expanding their 
understanding of the interrelationship between Judaism 
and Western philosophy. 

IRVING LEVITAS 
Free Synagogue of Westchester, 

Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 



"A Jewish Library in Every Jewish Home"* 
Here is a sampling of UAHC books rich in the Jewish heritage, liberal in viewpoint­
all recommended for the home and school library, and as gifts and prizes for Chanuko. 

Bookshelf for the Very Young 
□ THE GOD AROUND US 

by Mira Brichto. Illus. by Clare and John Ross. 

NURSERY BOOK PACKAGE 
□ Judah and the Brave Maccabees 

by Edith Teitelbaum 
A big picturebook in bold colors. 

Published at $2 

for 7 to l0's 

The Story of Noah 
by Lila Herzfeld 
Four-color picturebook of the Flood. 

SPECIAL- Both books for $1 

$1.95 

O INSIDE THE SYNAGOGUE 
by Grace Freeman and Joan Sugarman. With large photographs by Justin Kerr and others. $2.95 

for 11 to 14's 
AMERICANA BOOK PACKAGE ---------------------. 

O THE JEWS SETTLE IN NEW AMSTERDAM, 
1654, by Samuel Grand. Picture-story of 
the struggle for freedom in the New 
World. Illus. by Bill Steine!. 

Published at $4.50 

ISAAC MAYER WISE, by Joseph Gumbiner. 
Biography of the pioneer of American Juda­
ism. Illus. by M. Yadi. 

SPECIAL - Both books for $2 

O WITHIN THY HAND 
by llo Orleans. Jewish prayers cast into verse. Siegmund Forst Illus. $2.95 

for Young Adults and Adults 
O GIANTS OF JUSTICE 

by Albert Vorspan. Profiles of 14 dynamic Jewish figures-Brandeis, Lillian Wald, Einstein and others. 
Illus. $3.75 

0 JUDAISM, A WAY OF LIFE 
by Samuel S. Cohon. An introduction to the basic ideas of the Jewish r~igion. $3.00 

Two modern dassics by Hayyim Schauss 
O THE JEWISH FESTIVALS 

How every holiday was observed in vari­
ous lands and eras. Illus. 

O LIFETIME OF A JEW. Rites and cere­
monies, folklore, customs and beliefs of 
the Jew through the ages. Illus. 

$10.00 for both volumes 

O THE STORY OF JUDAISM 
by Bernard J. Bamberger. How Jewish ideals and beliefs developed over thirty centuries. $5.00 

O A TALE OF TEN CITIES 
by Eugene J. Lipman and Albert Vorspan. The swiftly changing relationships among Protestants, Catholics 
and Jews of our nation. $4.95 

O JUDAISM AND THE SCIENTIFIC SPIRIT 
by W. Gunther Plaut. How religion and science contribute to man's understanding of himself and of his 
universe in the space age. $1.50 

0 Just published-JUDAISM AND PRAYER 
by Herbert M. Baumgard. Why pray? ,How do you know when your prayer is answered? An exploration of 
the nature of prayer, exploding some myths on the way and lighting up its true meaning. "Very readable 
and lucid, this book analyzes and interprets the many ways in which prayer can touch our daily lives." 
-Library Journal, October 15, 1964. $1.50 

□ REFORM JEWISH PRACTICE and its Rabbinic Back1round 
by Solomon B. Freehof. The philosophic and historic basis of Reform Judaism. Combined edition of two 
volumes. $5.95 

O THE RISE OF REFORM JUDAISM - A Sourcebook of its European Ori&ins 
by W. Gunther Plaut. The first hundred years of the Reform movement- in the words of its founders. 
Published by the World Union and distributed by the UAHC. $6.00 

□ SONG OF THE BAAL SHEM 
The wonderful world of the Tsaddikim, reflected in this monaural LP album of a dozen Hasidic 
melodies. Chorus and orchestra, with Cantor Benjamin Siegel. Two sides 12" record. $4.98 

Use this list to order books from your reguku supplier, or mail it to 
Dept. JT of the UAHC, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021. 
* Theme sugg"ted for Jewish Book Month this year by the Jewish Book Council of America. 




