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. 
Bot~eaaor Fay in }µ.a Or:tg1ns ot ;the Viorl

1
d \,ar speaka 

ot 'l'hu07d1dea •• being ·the .first h1ator1an who understood . 
the. importance ot aystemat1z1ng and ompbaa1z1ng the whole 

concatenation of eventa which eventaute 1n a pnrt1cular h1stor1cal 
phenomena rath~r than the "t1nal •park which 1tarta the 
contlagration:(l)Leaving aside tor the nonce, the queaticn ot 
who 1• reaponaiblo £or tb1a particular method o~ research. 1t 
1a certainl7 true tba t historian• to-day 

I 
w1 thout exception f ollcw 

this metbo4. ~ occurance 1• now considered as the product ot 
a large number ot h1ator1cal . cauaea.ratber than or any ainele 
evont. '11hua we can not limit ourael~•• to a diacusaion ot the 
immediate causal relationship in whloh the terefa banquot atanda 

to tl:lat denouement, the final ritt between retor.n an,1. trad1t1or.al 

.. mer1can Judaiam_ whioh it 1a auppoaed to have prec1p1tQted: but 

we muat alao tum our attention toward& eviAusting all problems 

wbicb are in any way oauaatively related to thia eve11t. and we 

mu~t 'be pr:1uar1l7 interoated 1n titting Jm. th~• particulB. r occurancc 
into it• proper place within the ohain ot events which 1e,d to 

the apl1t • 

N.B. We realise tbat any aucb evaluation dependa upon the scope 
I and accuracy ot ava1l$ble tact• a• well as the particular nethod-

ologioal ayatem which the author 'br..t~a to the problem. At beat 

. any~hiatory 1a a tentative one. There can never be a collll)lete and 
t1nal tormulat1on ot the truth, only more or leaa accurate 

approximation•- depending on the author'• h1ator1cal sense and 
-accuracy, bi• g aap ot tho subject matter, bia mental a~a~ehesa 

and acumen. and alao :'.wbatever 1na1ghta be may have arrived at. Aa 
■ball be ev1dent abortly we have been untortunatel~ l1m1te~ to 

a great exten~ 1n reearda to the availability or avurce materiel, 



• . . 

and aa we can 1nake no ap .c1al claim aa regardo competence, tlus 

atudy ahould beat be retarded aa tentu t1ve- of value, primarily• 

1n tbat it may be suggestive Zor future atud1ea. 

In brie~ our problem concern• itself with the tollowing 
i 

a1tuat1on. BJ- 1883~the Jewish community ot ·the United States 

seemed well on 1ta way toward.a achieving that unity or ore:aniza~on• 
-

al atructure ror wtd.ob 1ta major leaders bad been atr1v1ne ~or over 

three decadea.(2)0n the surtace old mietru.ata aeemed to have been 

asauaged, old 41£Zerences compromised, and the extrem, 1ats or both 

grcuparebutEed. Oreanized Jewry seemed reaaonaLlJ r..appy with a 

.. aingle congregational bod}'• the Unicn ot Amor1car" 1Iebre11 Congret!.a• 

t1ona_.(rounded in 1873 ahd the sole orgsn1zat1onal body arter the 

Board of Delogatea waa merged with ·1t 1n 1870) s.adas patrona of a 
I 

aingle aemina17, ·the Heb~• Union Oolles•• (founded 1n 1876.). ~1llus 

• at the beginning ot the eighth decade ot the nineteenth century we 

t1nd the name• oA auch no41nally tradi t1<.,11aliat congrega t1ona aa 

( Cheb Shalom o~ Baltimore, Rodeph S alom and Uikve Israel or 

Philadelphia. and Sbaara1 Te~1la ot New York C1ty enrolled in the 

booka ot the Un1on;wh1le trom the rooorda of the College we ace 

tbat Rabbi• who up to th.ia time bad been aasoc1ated primarily 
I • 

with Eaatern oonaerv~t1am, auch aa »'iarcua ,1astrow,~enJam1n S&old, 
. • begun to 

and Sabat,o M~ra1a, bad )■amm■•:ua perm.it themsolvea to kaaiat 

in the work ot preparing rabbi• ~or the Anerican pulpit.(~). The 

) • moderate°• ot both viewpoint• aeemed well entrer,ched 1n poll4it1ons ot 

leaderahip'and were apparentl7 receiving the aupport o~ tl:.o 

vaat maJority ot the la1t7(4) It •••med to be only~ question or 

t1-;,e be.tore tbia 1neeting ot m1nda w uld aol1d.1ty into a permnnent 

organ111at1onal oor• •to which the d1aa1denta and ex • I'eml.11 ta ould 

~•oau•• ot the pr•••ur• ot numbera 4be torced to •omplJ. 
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.,,,.,. 
In 1'act by 1883 rolt ao aansuine about tho chances or apoed1ng .., . . 

up this prov••• tbat he decided to take adsantago or the r1rat 
oad1r1&t1on ot atudent• trom the College and D1Ske ot th1a teat1ve . 
oooasa1on a great and aymbollic love ~oaat during which all past 
rancor a!ld bitterneaa ,~uld be 1'orgotten and rorgivon 1n theahnred 

1) ""'"''-joy o:t aocomplialnent an<." ,mt 1£ which 1'r1ondah1pa vrbict. h:.:.d up t1l FMC16-f\.'T 
• now been t.d; n,1:1 with llll&g1v1nga would boco111e laat1ng ar,d binding. When 

auoh a tangible evidence or the sit11lar1t1os ot 81:as a. d i-)Urpoaea ~O"l.P I• P&~Jfltll-h°J) 'between the two arcupeA _v,1so ~elt it waa 1nov1table that thoy aho\.&ld 
loarn ao respect one a1 other aoo work 1n concord and nn-dty. ~o th1a 
end Dr. Wise decided to hold a Joint meeting o~ the Union ot American 
Ilebrow Congregat1ona and the Rabbinical Literary Society 1n 
C1nc1nnat1 on July 10-131 18831 in conJuction with the proViously 
mentioned ordination and 1n order to reach the . .tuJ.lest possitle r 
num'bera. :Futhur it waa plar~l'led to aho •~ec1al at_tention and to 
s1snal out £or honor at thia ~fair those Eastern ccnservat1vco wboae 
tacit and. aot1vo auppcrt had made thia unity p~aeible. (b) The whole 

•. 
program 1eema to bave Gone prt very euoc·oas.tully. 'l'hus the C1r!c1nnat1 

• religious correwpondent ~or the "pro union t1long Orthodo~./11nes 11 (6) newspaper ... 
The Mcsscne;er, reported 1n a spec1a1 dispatch dated July 15th 5.nd 

. publlahed 1n . the 1asue of July 20ths 

It was a represontntivo bpcy-••• und1st'-lrbed bamon7 prcvniled ••• we are unGble to recall a single 1natanco wherein' n • . u.npleaeant and porsonnl allusion tiaa employoa. ••• t:.a . a ) • no retez•enoe .anacie to sect1onnl J
1,da1sm nor did the on erva;.tve member• of the Aaoo~bly roce1vo tho1r usual quota ot _ __.,, ac0uato1ned thruota at the hands or their more lihcrnJ(T) bretherri ••• Wr~n all tho records o.ro r.nndod 1n ••• thay ·111 1mpreae the reader aa they did the w1tne••~,.(w1th the .. tact )that peace reigned throughout.(7) • 

But apparently ·an u.oidesnt did arioe which marred the proceo - -•· ... •. and 1t 1a with th1a event that we are primarily concerned. ' l.e 
meet111ga were to be climaxed 111th a banquet on the night ot the 12th. 

ea 



• 
at the raab1onable 111ghland Houae. The prospectus which w a 

I 

published in the July 6• 1883 1aaue of the ~nerican I~re.el1 te ,_,. ....................................... .. • • • I 

1n wr~ob the 11st '4 apeakera and thoao who arc to respond to . . 
. . :. tcaata are given makes it apparent that our contention tbat the . . . 

1 ' f f 
I 

'banquet waa planned to give special k 1vod to tho Enatern and 
more conservative delegate• an IQ)&rently plausible one.(S)Ind.eed 

I ' I • 

the boat pro0t . o~ thia 1a the following exceppt from tho dispatch .. ' 

of ltaub1 Szo1d'• daughter, Eenr1etta. to ~he Messensor &ted 
' ' 

' 

• ' July 16: "We were ' graoetully adld. tted to share the laurels although . . . ... . . . . 
limy opinion we bad ah1rked a conlii~rable amount ot the wor:t"(9) . . 

t . . 
Waa not. ho~ Zatll•~• a pillar o~ l:Salt1mo~e ,t,;ad1t1~nal 1am :cheduJled 

. . . 
to respond to .one or the tauat 

. Untortunately Wiae•a obv1oua gt?Od intention• were vitiated • . . 
to a dogre• b7 a minor but none the leaa disturbing incident. Perhapa ( . 

· the beat way to describe wbat occu.red 1a to l et a young man ot ao:e 
~ 

twenty-one year• who had Just graduated f rom the College that atter-. . 
I • • . 

noon and waa present at the dimler recall ror ua ju1t what occured. 
: 

I • 

I refer· to Dr. David Pb111pson. 

Knowing that there would be delegates trom tho various parts . ot the count?"/ pre Gont whh laid atress ·upon · tho observance •• o~ the dietary laws, the C1no1nnat1 committee engaged a Jewish caterer to act tbe dinner. Tha erent bsnqu~ting htl.ll 

. ' 

• wa■ brilliantly lighted, tbe hundreds ot guests were seat d at the beautifully arranced tables, the invocation :b:2-d b on apo~en by one of the v1s1t1ng rnbb1a, whon the waiters a served the t1rat course. Terrtt1e exc1ten1ent en~uod. wl1 n t o ra.bb1a ro•• trom their seata and rushed tron1 tho roo~Shrimp had been placed lleroro them aa the opening cours ot the elaborate menu.(10) 
.. 

; 

It 1a 1mpoaa1ble to doubt the historicity or accuracy otth1a 
report aa we bave at least two otber e-,e .•1tnees acc~unts. The Mrst 
1a the prav1oualy ■ited d1apta~h of Henrietta Szold and the other 1a 
to be to und in an a rtiole wr1 tten and published by ~ab to Kora1s 1n . 
the Jul7 20, 188S, 1aeue ot The American Hebrew. What oan, however. and 
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indo•d• muat be oballenged 1a the atatoment with whioh Dr. Pb111pacn awu up hie rem1n1eoenoe1 

Thia 1no1dent .turniahod the opening to the. movement that Oul.:llinatod 1n the eatnbliahlaent ot a rabbinicai SP.m1nar, or a oonaervat1ve bent.(11) 

• -Th~ugh Dr, Pb111paon 1• a competent b1ator1an whoae apocial provenoe 
• ~J . 

14 the hiato17 ot the l,etom aovemeiit; it 1• the author•• opinion 
• that this el.tmll8.t1on 1• an exaee; ration wh1oh 1a unwarranted an4 1n our 

• . . 
opinion h1ator1cally 1ndo,t'enaible~ We ■hall t17 to ahow that th1a 

• 
. . 

• occurenco oan 1n no way be .labeled the 6D1g1nal cause or even the 
catalytic event which led to tho tinal rupture between retorm and 

.---. 
tradito.nal patterna ot 11!'e in America. In our opinion tho ac.urcee ot ~• li;; 11• :mu.oh deeper and have roota which reach much .t'u.Ptbur back -:even to the fourth deca•e ot the century. Moreover. even 1n the ~i~..al immediate set ot events which precipitated tho split wo !'e.l.l that this . . 

~ 

jl.i.d.';oment givoa undue Weight to what mn,- havo been a diaturbint;. but 
certa1nly not an important. occurs.nee. For. as we shall try to establiah 

. ' . 
• -{&a best we can •1th the fJl1.m1ted tao ts available) contemvu.rary part'- dana ot both oampa remain a1ngularlllly unperturbed and other causea both immediate and baaic muat be adduced it We would .fully underatand the informal cllsaolut1onot the W1ae.- Jaatrow-S&old/allianoe •hioh·m.o.de all this 
·unU'or.mit;y- ot approach poa81ble.In ahOrt the terera banquet 11U17 have 

a tew 
trayed/temp%era at tho time and later uia;y have . in retrospo~t be n added 

• 
1, 0f'/"IS' ,-

to the general llat ot obargea whioh the leaders ot a separate trrad1t1on-aliat group bogan to prepare. but 1~ we WON to accept ~r. ?hil~son•• 
thesia we wou1d be at a loss to account for the hiatus ot about fourteen 

\ 
montha between this episode and tho 'breakillB out ot a shooti.nc r.' . 

·xt lll1ght now be advantaseoua to phrcso a l1ttlo uorc cle~ly the 
• problom •1th which •• are concerned. In 1803

1 
there was Put one 

semina17 and <»:le union or congregations and there were hopes th&t 1n the no 

, . 
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not too d1atant tuture there would be only one major form ·or re1• 

I • 

. . 
1g1oue. ·Jew_1ail lit~ bore ··1n America. Thr~e years later a rival . . 

• • • Tc:a."'-'v.t-e> • 

.. 

aem1na~J. _bad bee~ eatabllshed and . the ·.once unde!..,ailt coundary 
beween the two approaches to Judaism regidl7 de£lned. ~any causes 

fl contributed to .t_bia atato. ot' ;o.f~aira. ~ho ~ittsburvi,.:. 9ord'crcnc• ot . 
~ ) ~ I 1686~ . the lto~er-Kohut ~b~tes; tho . JaatrC\v•W1ao coi:..t1·0veray concern-! • tf\ \ • • 

1ng ke.eh:ruth; the chan31ng de1n9graphic . com~lextion o~ American 
Je\f17i a new 1lmn18rant wr.ve vrhioli bJrdught mth '1t men .or tli~ferent . '. 

• • &conom1c.rel1g1o~s# and national o~iontations, tho capture or 
the pos1t1onaot leadersl;Lip in··. th~ reform move1uent by the londers or 
tbe eo-callea Eastern- redicQl wing; basic lay unrost which was ' ' 

caused by different traditions ,nd cuetons and which could not be 
' • log18lated out of ex1stetco by ~1at. tr.46 fact tha_t this ~r~iage 

.. . • bad .rrom tl1e _first been one of 1~compatible elem.onta ·wao only had to 
' • . nw~ken .from the .first -bllsa ot th<J honeyr.:.oon .. to d1ecover severe and 

irreconcilable C.,itfe'rences of background and approi.ch--all these 

, .. 

.. cauues and man7 othars contributed in greater or ·lca&er degree to . . . . 
.. . the r1r~l denouement. By eval~tirtg all these .facts and pl£c1ng thei:1 r 

I ; . . . 
in the1r~rop&r perspective weJ sbD.ll have some 1ardatick to taat 
Dr. Ph111ps~n•• theaia that tbe ter .fa banquet was an 1mportnnTand 
c&talyt1~ agent in •provoking the lingerinc diat1ua~ or the conse~ 
vat1ves in Dr. W1ae'a Colleeo and 1n roawuken1ng ·the1r anatagon.1am 
toward• him".(12) . . . 

11 ·at sources· abould be exploited for such a study'l Unfortu-
\ . • na tel7 tho author was aeve.rly. he.ndicap;>ed in regnrd to primary 

material by' the pbyaical 11:,\its.tiona of the .liebrGw Union Colleg 
' Library• the only.library the aaa1gn d . acope ot thi• papor wpuld . 

warrant v1a1tq. Certainl7 caretwl rea roh wuuld demand a thomuG}l 

.14> . 

... 



• . . CJ:r these 

• l 

perueal of all the Wil.jor_periucU.oQla ot the period 188~-1886./It ~• 

poasible only to consult The l~.c;ssengor and T:he kner!cnn !sreeli t • 

The pertinent volumnna ~ 1Jhe ~~ericsn Hebrci¥ arG :liaaing fro:i 

an otberw1ae comple.te aet. while the _ 1asuoa of· '!,he S&n Francisco 

.i-~ebrow, The l!ebrew Intelligerlcer,· The Eebrev, Standard. y.d Tho 

~ev;ish Herald JU'• not .•to bo found in 1t& poaaeaaion. ~oreover. tor 

a CClnplete and accurate app'raisal certain ct the contom~orary .. . 
_biographical material abot.4ld buve 'been acaxined, but th1a was beyond 

. 
the acope the author baa allo~ed b1mael.1' ror thia work vhose aim 1a 

to be auggeative ra~her tban exbs.uat1ve. In regArds to secondary 

material the p1cld.nga are meager. Tho _standard hi~tvrles deals ~uper

.ficiall7 ana ouraorily w_1th ·· the mator1al. Even the tr£&t.:; ot: certain 

• graduate• o'£ the College to whlch the author :bad access have very 

definite and·. severe 11.mitationa. 'l'b.ua Rabbi. Allen ~arshish1 a doctoral 

' d1aaertat1on deals ilitenaively on1y with the peri~d up t11 l880&una 
I 

Rabbi Joaeph Bucholer•s maater•i thea1a which deale with this ver-:, 
1asue or· union 1n Aae1•1can Jewiah 11.te atopa short in 1068. 'l'he only 

work which covers in any detail tb1s period 1• that 6ct- B.ntb -· Abba 
.., 

Fineberg on The Riee or the Conservative ·f vement wh1cl1 auttera all ... 

. • the 1ll1t c,r a 'bad piece of h1ator1oal 1~eae&roh and study. :.eyond tlus 

the aithor know• ot · only two monographs \i'hicb deal 1n ani detail 1th 
..;;. thi• era and problem; Dr. amuol Cobvn'•• Histo17 of the Ee~i·ey, Uu1on 

V 

&Colle&.:~ and · Kr. Ji" •.ho L.via' a, · Jew 1&11 ,I"ellg,lous Life und I sti tut1ons 

In .-e.rica(A.n Eiat01"ico.l Study) both ot which a~ter .from r;.pologet1cal 

qualities and are un.tortunat~ly• to tr. author'• limited knc lgdge• the 
only pUDl1■nea wor!ta whicil deal with _thia au'bject with ar:y attempt 

at b1ator1cal anal7a1a. 

In the ~ace ot theae • man11'eat d11'.t'1cult1ea there wero 'but two 

ohed:oea 1etit to t~ as •ne•1 e11bllftr to gtve . up J;t1e work Wh1Cl1 uc! ~cen 
, . 



-e-
cbo1cea ~e~t to the author:e1ther to give up the vork h1ch bad 

• been ~egun or else to t:1&ke 1nan1.f,et;t at every ,turn the ouv1oua 
tendaciousneaa ·or eac~ generalization 'which in thla case •i.Ust co!ll" 1ne 
a~ 111uch pure logical · d$duct1on a11<1 ou~r1ght h1aotl·1cr"l guessing aa 
factual proot. Th1s1 o~ o~urae- ::nay_ m&ke for poorer reading~ but 1t 
is the only way opon to a writer who would preserve even the vaguest ' 
se~blenoe o~ nethod• 

We propose 1'1rat to explore contc:,1nporary re&ct1ons b~ our 
terofa 1ncidontto see in wbat view it••• aeen by those imtiedintely 
envolved.whetber the acutal pnrt1c1pantG aens&{1t to he hiatcricnlly 

. 1mport&nt or not. nut ~1nce conte~poraneity baa the obvi~u•. d1rr1cul.ty -or making perspective d1t'.1'1cult "t will then 'be neceasary-. to co..;plete 
our picture• ~o rehearae with unfortunately bverly broad atrok ea 
tho whole backBorund or tt.e aplit to aee 1:t we can assign this 
lnoldent to 1 t• proper pla\ie within the particular cha..tn 0£ cvc~ta . • ~ . which now occupy Our attention. Always reoo8llizlng that we can. • --
be ca u a e o~ the nature of this paper.only •u~seat or intimate ahd 

. never proave. 

• ••r.atever conclua1cna -,.e arrive at· conccr:iing the place the 
te~cra banquet occupie• 1n thG th1nk1n~ of men and women o~ those 
daye must be qual11'1ed by three buaic l1il.1t&t1ons. In the t1rst 
place we know that there exists nt least one other utrcmely import
ant ed1tor1nl reaction to our 1nc1dent which we have been unatle 
to appra1ae. \Ye retor to a ata.ter.lent by Sabato Mora1a which ppeared 
1n the July 20_ 1083• 1eaue~ !!he J erioarJ J~eb':'e,1( lZ) 'rh1s er ti le 
would be ot 9l'pcial importance because ora1a . had teen~ act1v . 
,P&rt1c1pant 1n the work ot the College '1D d aa to beoome in the noxt 

. year or ao the oentral t1gure in the _tounding ot tho Seminary( 14). 

,. . . 
--------



.. 
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' I 

It we had been •-1• to ■ee more fully the role the banquet played 1n 
hia cbsnge ot heart, we might have been able to arrive at a more 
aocurat e a1mnnat1on.atben too, because ot the l1m1tat1ona or the Library,. ' . . . 

.we have. been unable io. determine whether Dr. Ph111paon•a atatement that 
I ' •the Orthodox Eastern pre•• ran the charges on the terefa banquet week 

1n ~~d week ·out•(lo) 1• an accure.te statement of what acutally occured, 
And t1na111, a rnuU--rnore· exhaustive atudy t'hen . this will have to be . . 
undertaken to lla~ertain . to ~hat degree the Jast~~1•e e7-ohanee oa 
kathrflth wu motivated by .this 1no1dent or whether it antedates 1t. 

I 

a1nce Wise•• public utterance• on _tb1• aubject can be traced aa rar back 
aa hi• Alba~ daJ'~•(l6) . • l. 

. Tpese ·1tmutation1 t ·. en m.uat (iual11'y any generfll1zat1ona we rr..ay . ' 

.form. Next we muTdetermine what we do know. In the t1rst place. the 
Rev. Samuel ·K. E~ao••• ~~e W.essenger,which bad since its inception 1n 
1857 been &he newspaper outlet ror New York tra1d1t1onal1sm and wa■ to 
become during the next tbree years the ardent and persistent advocate 
ot a separate eeminary, remain• editorially _eilent on tho whole issue. 
Indeed on Jul7 1:Sth 1t ahowa tbat it had not as yet detenn1nAd on the 
f1n4 dissolution .ot the Union when it takes to taek Aaron Wise of the 

. Jewish l!ernld .~or ·pennir1e an ~d1tor1al cr1t1c1z1ng tr e Union and ndvocat• 
1ng that tho Collee;e should be moved to the more salubrious climate ot 
New York City, 

. \lb.at possible good can bo accomplished by eu.cha heated~ un.1ust, and qucntloua co~~unication? ~riting ap~arently 1n the int~resta • • ot Conservatism. it may only add to sectional feelings and 1nereaae the aent1.lr1ent ot distrust. Let us bave poace ••• (17) 
Such c.n ed1 tor1al ,r;oulA aooai to show tl1£.t tho tilne W'1.$LOt 70t ripe tor 
tl~ 4))1t and that much· water would hav·e to apill over the dBm l eto1·e 
the moderates wculd be willing to toraake tb.e union 1c!ea. Indeed one 

. 
can trace a 4et1n1tel.J pro-union pol107 on the part ot tbi• paper ell 

I , . 



• 

,. 

. 
1n over a decade t e moderate press begin• to h1ghl1eht der~arld ~or 

a sap.rate •truly ,Jew1ahe 1 •~~1nary. Thrcughout the meet1n~ Th 
'- C: .SS. I 4' N' .S ' 

·ea1enger gave tull,and laudatoey cove_ro.ge to tl1e mcetal-f:I both before 

. and after the 1ncident. ·'l'ypical ot the .tone ot . the articles 1sth1a 
-caption wh1oh bead.a · Henrietta Szold_•a di:apal.ch ot July 13thJ "~"he . . .. 

Hebrew Union College-The Examl?lat1on-Oraduat1ng Addrcaeeu - A 

~'avorable 'verd1o't11 (18) .f.fhat tloie Tone of t 'r:ese art1clee doc:s not cl-~g• 

·draat1cally arter the 1nc1Qe~t of the tereta dinner cen be seen from 

the content• o~ thia letter aubmitted ~o ~he .. Iease,ne;er by 1 ta 
' . 

C1nc.I.nnat1 corre:.pundei.t.t, • one A.u.c._ which ree.da in ·po.rt: 

.'!It wos a pc,presentative body ••• und1stu!''bed harmrr..y prevailed ••• 
unable to rooall a sinele 1nstnnce · ·herein an ur~leaaant 
1nd personal allusion was omployed ••• thero was no reference 
to aeotional Juda.ism nor did tr.a Con~ervo.t1ve members ot the 
Assembly receive · their unual quota . o~. accustomed thrueta ••• (19) 

Koep 1n mind .tbs. t this dispatch was fil d after the banquet e.nd yet 

contains no mention of the incident. Indeed the July 16th letter ot 

• ::.11aa Szoldwh1ch ·coritains her untavorable cormaenta on the terefa issue 

contaiha also such oozmnendatory phrases as that ahe believes tl1e Union 

is an "e:rtect1v, religioua body which 1• 1ntell1gm. tly orga.nizod" ( 20) • 
. 

1ioreover ae we read 8hul&.Jn1.th•i atatement, we. can not eecepe the 

thoU,£ht that1t . ~a• taken by most ot the d1nera aa an untortunate but 

rectifyablemiatake and••· not nlloued by the vast ma.1Jor1ty ofthoae 

1nattendence to caat a shadow over the ocoass1on.Shulamith 1 s deacr1pt1on 

ot the acene leads one to boliovethat with ono or two notsnlo e7-ceptlon1 

tho diners qui~y recvgnized tba~ to create an incident over such an 

issue would be totAake a tempest in a teapot, 

, . 

I would be outrafint my own te~l1ncz wer'l I to 01n1t recording the 
.. 1nd1~at1on vbich \l"U3 tel t l: .r a uurp ... 1al1l{:·ly wrwll ntil1.ori ty 
at the manner in whicb the banquet wna served. There wco no 
regard payed to our dietary laws at ~ cons CiUently t,10 T 'b 1a 
left the table without ~v1ng touched tr.e ci1ahea~ and I o.m ho.ppy 
to atate that I know o~ at le~s~ tr.ree more who ate nothing 

... 



• I .. 

' . , 

•' 

', 

t • • C 

. .. 
• I 

.. 

. . 

.: nd wore indizr-10.1~.t (Ed. not'3 t~.ere v;Gre cvci-• . 220 oincr-c} 1:, ... ~1gnif1ed their cl:lo~ .. prov l in n l . os d0non tro t.-1V ~ . .. ~ It wat'\ e. 110.inful rov --1ation tv ,ue .that there w re EO to , who objected;. I ir1mg1ned thAt 'i'c,, th~ l'i..al~-conscf·v tlve c."' .. • lcnst, were still it the :r.r..jor·1 ty; w~ were• instead o ... t· "'t l.cins the case_ stared ·at se if we were ln\lrJ1Ues or 1'0 ... sil 
rc.1!lm. ns( 21) . : . . . ., . 

• I 

~---;-~_n_o_~._r1..,.r.1.,....r mo.la~- no moro ot .tho w~o~e ~~cidant~ an~ .from the co l te 
' 

silence whteh theusually ·pugr..acious :· i:r; ·vioe ~intsins in the pages ot . 
-- , . ' .· .. ' ' ' . 

. . t .. is A .. icricon ·rare.elite, .it awes.rs t:iat ti.fter the first outra{".e e.~d .. 
. 

flurr~ .n~ onc ·waa prone to asoign any gr~ve w~ig~t or diabolic intent 
• • J -. to the incident. '.Chougli the .rcporao t11at seened Lack to certo.1n of the 

,· ... 
' . 1.mconverced tradit1~nal1sta . 1n ~ho. ~nst _may. ma.vo . a~peur~d to the 

. . , 

as 
I 

• ~: •Ju6t anothe1' .conclusivo • proof that i,10~ . and bis 1'oll9 1e11 s were ou·v tu . . . 
. destroy the .t'u.."1.damental root~s of' . Jude.1:;.n anci that • there ·was nc co~ on . . . 

. . , 
,. I • • : ... .. • 

/ -. , ..... , ' . ground for \2nicn .~t1:1, .. su~h e-oicors1 ~ - ;~, • . . • . .-, ·, 
' • • .. • .. '. - ...,✓ • • • 

• • l ' -~ 

• Yet we must account . ir.L ·sar..e wa:y .1 or tl.,.e riro1d a1s1ntc·.-·i--nt1 ..;l1 of . -. " ' . • I 

. . 

. . ' . , . . "' 

• ·togc·~·.cr ir. the .~llest fr-1e1 :dcrup· at · the O:rdina~1011 had ·ere.in boco:ie •'• "'· 

enomlos ·and \Tb.at .hnd boon. env1a1c,ne D.S nn a.11· embrsc1nr; union or • .. 
• • conc;rel)ll tiona bad Ucco:no'. a _.accturinn .boc .. y. 'l'he ailtho:i.-- contands tho. t to 

\.ulderstand ·this· d1s1ntegI'at1onf' of tl:c • -nt .Jlito cordiale we must o beck 
I ' 

ju 
I • ·, . • bow ::nuoh.·ot \a . solid :ront _it WI.\S ever .able to rop~C'.,sent. 

lo I• 1 

. ' 
. -. 

,' I 

. 
·It we· go bnck -to the ten ·jeu1" p ri'oo. lJet ·1,•e n 1845 

I •• 

' . .. would find . that there. W(iS re~lly --very. little -.1-dcAl c1fforer,t1 t t ~he .. , ,· , 

trad1t1o:nal and tho so·~calle~ 11 ;eral· co1J.gr e;i tions. tot.u ·wer . . 
oertG1n 1'ef'oma p1ece"rieal •• · '111ua ev n au l .. a. stnuncl1ly Q.t .. od. 

.. 
aa ~1kV h Isra6l where Iaa c Leosor wsa employed tor a time 

and pr acher wa.a not b JOnd introducing e.n Engl1ah ser., on or ~l1s,i 
' . 

pray ra into the erv1c • 'be tiaymen were in backgrour6st1ll of very 



.. 

•12-
• • • . a-rotr s · 
· 01m1la~rel161o-econoiuio 1.:rctCA~P'Juacs. Pr ot1~e ~ns so clo.e th&.t it 

. 
f ' • , 

dirficul t to·· seo tha:t t1~ere v.:ere ·tw~ y ~cy di .. :i11. 11,..r P. roscr s to 
~ , f • • • • 

• • •. • : • • ·1~6Vt 11\GU/ • 
: life . w~_ch in .t1rao .w"ulu e.zu,i=fn:tsspnrt For ~h~ pr~Ecnt it 

• ' • • , t • ' • . . . . . . . 
' .. . . . 

• for mel.,· 0£ . good 1~1ten t ·iorJ.B. of' 'both camps to <:'!,rerun and make p~nns to 
{ ' ' .. . . 

po s_ le 

. . . . 
I • .. , •• ) • 

. the develop~nen't •. oi'·. a ·a111Sl·e Aluez;icun :Ju~a1am. ~!orecver the pcrccnnl1t1e 
• • • " f • 

. . 
. • • or tr.ie two leading £1r;ur6a. o'i tr.1.c period ccntrihutod tc 'tbia end. ~oth 

. : 

ttise e"'·~d Lee·eo~ ·wore more lntcr~atod 1n orgc.n1zing a Dtrone Jc r,y than 
• I, • " 

1n doctri~-1~i;e ·theolo3ie~, 'bo.tl:/· v~1er0 ;f~•icr,d~ 1 both wore in G measure · 
• I•: Ill' • t : I • • • • ' 1 ~ • . . . . 

une.wor·e oi~ ~he· _d11'.ferenoo -. 1r1 nppr~h which ·would . in time carry them . . .·: . - ~ . 
• • r I • • • II , , • , • 

poles epart. : .. : .• :,, .. , • • · •. • • • \ '. . ' '. 
' ' . • • # . . . ' 

•• 
1rhe 'beginnings , werE; then· ra.ad~ tor ·a single ovcr-nll rel1B1oue 

t-. . .. . .. .. 
... cor1gret;at1.vnal union in 1840. and q,:am· in l85E. l'orsona.11t1ea,conrre-

. ., . '. " .. ' 
: gational _ _'snob~)ery "',on.~111ad tc de.fer.a.t the fir~-t s --; te:~pt,;,~n1le tho aecoru 

; . ' . . . : . . . . ,• . . . - . 
•• was wreoked upon tbo shoals • "- 1deolog1cnl d1tference3-shcal3 • ·hi.ch e: 

·.. ,, . '". • ' . •. . . ... .. -. . .. . . 
• :ncvo.l cle&red a1,uly in all the ~-er,.~~ · o f · t 1e union· move~nent. 1l 'r.10 grout 

.·: • 6 -'i\..._ • •' • • i • : • • • • 1..-ac;:::. 
Cleveland Con:f'erenc·o· of ~ct. 1885, was p::roc nc1:lne. in"e1nty end concord 

i'ID.l ch hnd been . koplo~ed by_ "?iao and' ·Leesar · !n 'tho Oi)Cning ~ ssion unt1:. .. • 
. . 

. . . · "~1se revealed the bnsic ·carrerenceA or npproach when he pret to 
• I' 

.. ' 

' . 4 '"' • I . . 

. .. . . , 

1~eror,n ~haracter .or. this • ·oik# 9as~c ~11:'feroncc~ b ;Cn1.1.c clri r. 'l· en 
. ,. ' 

chari e~ Gnd 0o~ter.cb9.rges te6&n ' to flow thick ~nd fast ••• Even L· eacr 
I P 

. ( said) ••. that : the cause ; of Urd.on had been da~.1~ged_ boc:iuae tbe reforme 
~' • . 

bad taken control 0£ the projeot and had ..a;orcod tbrou.c:ht a broad 
•' 

. rel1g1cua p_la~for.,n . ·hich i:n ess.e11ce b&c1--ed t' ,o ap1r1t ~f' re!'orl}"{22) 

.· • In the . v;~rioua . s1dd.u:t:l5f or t,he -:re.fo_r-m l ndel"S which c.ppes.1wed 1n tl . . ., . 
~l!'tiee • enbacher• "~ oer 1'e:f'j.ll ".r.i wh1cl1 osnu'bli.obed u _ 1255 • d 

• ~-------------- • • w .' l•Pf~) • 
Einhorn' 0

1
lat ' Jpn1~. it nas • evident :f'or th :t'1rr.t time to ev n the - . . . 

106 ·t op~imi•tic '. o~ th~ pro-union mode1-· te tJ~.at til ~ :h ut ": s .. nt the 

, . . , 
' . 

- _._ u.a.. ... ,..t..:..< ____ ....._ ~-



' . . . 

. ' 

· . . 

. , " 
-13-. • , . 

'• ' 

• .. practice ,.rt s • aiil.1lr~r ~ ul t1l:1c. ~c ~y . tuo1•c !'fas that r.1ot.i Vl:4 tioi c.nd ;; , !~ ! t 
. .. 

• • t , 

·1n the rt 1\:>rn. cror.p rh~ch wo tlc. t ke 1 t • tai" ~-. e y~:,nd • ~l -~ li·,.·d. ts or 
. • into pa the . ,--.herin . • •. . 11ot . • • . 

ACCulturntion ;tk~~ - ~b.e~i-:a,dltlor10.liots, v,,:.,11.1,vo_&l"O ' to 60• . 
. ' ~ 

• : I -, 1 .. . . 
' 

• .~:ho pro-union 11er. ·we1'e :.t11us 'uuilc.~ng Oi1 ve-r:y ve,.k •'.f ur .. ~t1vl43- on 

.. .. 

• • • > • 

•• • ·the e,~blo ;:chat tb.e ~ncrictiu . social· ~i1111e~ w~ul<l. ot6y .f .1·1-.1y cc.,nat r.t 
' . 

• a·~ .. Lcl tb.Lit th.e· railc~1· 0or1u&1l tr4!J.ned refo~•r11ers v,o~ld no ;~' ·t.e able to w1r~ 
. . . . . . 

•' . 
• ', ;, :•.. • I •• w~~ 

~ny zubstnntinl follo~1ng here. For \Vl"'~re we .a \.·es will+r1c to . ~ieet 

• • Looser half YJ_CJ.'1 hold1n~ . i.,~o Eible to be "t'he revea.~od nord or Go~, c~V n 

to U D bi: . divine 1napi.rat!on''(2Z.) V.f:ici. conaidering.- ~1-... e T l r~ud .t s 1itha 
' . . '. 

. 
lo0lcal and legal developnicnt qr Bely Scripture (whoso) dec1siono must 

clnd u£ 1~ ·Mll mntte_ra · o:r pr~~t1e:c· and c1uty"{2~); r: ~trid EinrA>rn .. v.·ao 
' . : .. .. . . ... , .. . . .. . . 

.. , ~ • • • t 

not. lndeed. ·11ne· •·s enpou:10.l • of· the a trior1 ty • of the Tc..ll~ud wrts at 
: 

• bcD~ _dictated by the nec6s:11t1~s of t~e ur.dor ... a1tuation. re.the: tr..an a-:.y 
t ,r t I • ' \ • • • .- • • 

1 .~ • • • 

systemtlt1o theology on hls· part~ lndeod the· vory refor~a r.e introduced: 
•• • I I' 0 

0 

._ f I 

1. • , . ·, • ... • • • 

m • .xcd· ~ ·cho11•s# . _..fa.mil·~ pc \~· s_ and ~n org- n . ro~ tr.e '· service; · t-r ... u the 
' 

deletions ,vhloh lle Allade 1n his pr(A,-crbook • ·did much to tr:..ke his own • 
.. . .. ' . . . . . . • • • . . . : ~ . :-~ . ' ' .. • . . ' • . 

• • co11groga.tion bo:,ond the ;ooint wl1era t · ·e1r _0uid ' ever ·accept tho rcimpvs1-. . .- . .. ' . . ... . 
• 0 0 I 

•' 

··:' tio A. s · ui custor\w a1id ideas··.· h.lol'\ any · full ~o.rtneroldp -wi tL t he cor.sGr-vo.-
• • • 1 "' '"' I I • , ' o O • • 

. ' . 
. •• • tive forces w'-,uld 6.e:i.11s.nd~·-~ocaua ·· or. ·thE..;.;e growing 1:11L·a.ber. of ref0r.a.a 8141 

.. . ' . 
. -: . 

• ·~ .area of· m.1sunders·;andiuts ·· bog&n to ·cro1:1 bet~ een the lay :ienler:.; O~ the 
• t • • . r , •' I ., ! • .., 

.. 

._ I • ' 

0 0

\'. 0 I • 
0 

• • 

various lcehillE .. h.s, . which con~:r1butod 1~ the -end :411t/1.tily to tl histcn-ioal 

nccoss1ty ~ - tbe spllt. v :..e ca:ne to coi~sidcr the other aa 11-:.i~el, l "' 1:, 

. behind the times, bo·und by cm Jt1on, n :..d, prone to believe I'a • .1onnlly 
' , . 

~ -,.acceptable and appa1•ently roolltih. dcctri)':lo; '1l'lila the · other ' .. re-up loo~ ec.: 
I • I • o I . . . , . . . 

or. n~rr1.f d. at the • tam.: _ering wttli. tho ! oly Ln'tr nn'" co4·,sidcred s .. ich 
. 

Ju d formed and not -reformed.Added to this e must cor.sieor the 

t ct t t the Je 

t t1on1J on 

in .A».er1c had to adjuat to ti·o iter? di~ 1m1l r social 
Tl\-c.1(1..'f • 

1n t1e more Jew1ahly pop lat d East rn c1t1 s hr 
~ · 



. ,. 

. . ' 

. . 

' 

.. 

• 

. . •l"..- I 
• •• f 

more 1ntens1y old-world Jewish lite waa · poaaible, and one to tho 
I . 

I • t I f 

smallor Jewish c01TLnuntties ot the mld-weat where . the Jew· had to 
• I • 

aaaimilate mor~ completely .1nto the Christi&n environment. Distance 

itcelf bocomes 1n time · a barriel" to :undo1·· standir.1.g, • It per·:1 ts the 

• wildest Wlnora :and atorie's . to cirouiate · un.checked etc. One other factor 
I ' 

• • 
I 

oug~t; tc be mentioned wh1cl1 helped oreat~ a feel11J ._- ·ot mistru.st .. e-
, , f 

t . . . 
• tween the two giuupsJ a gradual socA&l cleavage between the \'ieo.lthy . 

' ~ . . 
• ' • ' 

I 

1· and the 1.a.t • ao weal thy who were not. so anxi oua to· be accepted aa equals 

. . 

I • • l 

by tlle ;.~oro 
I 

advano~d o;t:.' thoir ·neighbors • . • 
' '( ., .. 

, ' . , . 
. ' . . . '/ . 

' 'rhile thia gradually widenil.13 d1i"f.erent1at1or1 was gro..-rin~ on 
J 
I ' 

• the congregational level_ · the rel1g1ous ·and ·1ntellectual leaders 

l:. e£Cui. toayatemat1zo and :tormal1ze their particular n~roe.chea to 
, . . 

• • • I ' 

. rel1g1oua ·bollet. During tho .first -two decades arter the Civil t.ar 
. 

• • it wa:i tbe • retcirrn id_eology and pract1~e that Wlde the greatest ~eadway. 

.. . . , ' . 
Thus "by ·_ 1881 •• • the •·.vast ;iajo:ri ty cong regations '.1n tl1e country 

' •'' . . 
• • •• were either ve.f'or.a or detinttoly on· tho waty"25) , This contributed in iia 

... . 
part to the .stability whiob the .u·n1c-n-Colloge allaince ·was able to 

'. 

• ....... • bold. o;er An erican Jud&.1~ tor s. • decade and · a h£.lf and 111ade 1nov1 table 

:··.· the failure ot: ~eeserfs org£n1zat1o~l attempts · or a generation earlier 

· ~.au&j llls:lnmonides ·College d1e.d almot1t -ill cbildb1r·~h(26),1~he l'oard ot 

·.: : _', Delogatea was .eventually ··Qm.&l~am&nted into . the Un1on(27), and the 
. . . 

. . ' 

• I .. • ,_ 't • 

• ... " ~ew1ah· :Publication _so~1ety died wltho~t having had too glorious a 

• ••• r' career. (28) • Yet Gv&i.l ' ~r1ae ':., . crea"C1ons lost their supremacy once 
. . 

, 
' 

It 

' I 

. a new ~ve ot 1m1gran~• began ~o ·~eplenieh the numbers ot the trnd1• 
., ~Th fi'\CI\I !IV~• • • I • 

t1oua11sta mm wcr,o aoc1al17 · and eoonomic1ll~ and culturally ready 
. . 

and eseor tor· the goapol which Xohut.szold, ~, astrow. arJ.J! l!enrJ' Pern1ra 

.. 11el14as began to preach to them with renewod vigor.Tore!' banquet or 

no torer banquet, the uprenutc7 ot tho Oulleee-tnicn nexaa bad to 
. 

give ay · 1n tbe · DL1ddl 1
• 1 htie :t,ecau■e ot three main und.erlyin f ctor 



• 

. . 

' •. 

I • 

• , t 

l)the emergance tor the first titte or a strong, populnr tre6.itional 

JuJuimn ita a dY1nmiC loadc:: ship s.11d· active ~ollcwinB all its own. 

2) tl e movouant . of tho refo1-m. 'rroup tc.r de _m th pr. t .. 1. towards s.sa1mi-
. . 

• lat1on and 1ta gradual removal from tho pale or Je 1sh confraternity 

. .' ;. •• tocct·b~r · w~th the. suporcedence in po~;er and popular approvsl' or the 

I • 

. 
, r~r.,~er mo<.~erute le~de~s by the East~rn radicals w:r..o followed the lead 

. . . ~ .. . 
or D~. Einhorn. ·: : ... • .' : 

,. ... 

3) tt e 'b~GiC ·111eg1 tiI.W.0; or 'the l;i&ITlngo bet;wccn the t\',O l!lOdf' ate 

• I 

--·1· ups who once tl1e honcyiaox:>n ,ras ovor !'? gsn to t'ecog;iize that they 
I 

ro~re$Cnted t ~. o ~ssir.1ilar patt~rns &rld philosophies ot life ~nu 1n _ 

l~r e mesu5ure could not. GVO ... co,i1i1l.u1ioa te ,·11 tl1 one artother ·bec&use ot 

ls:n[.;u.ago d1.ft91cult1es, social disto.r..oe r..nd mutufll 'nustrust •. 
I 

. . 
In view o:" all tbe"'e .fo.cto:r.s it 111 not Lu_rpr1s1nc that tho • • 

.. . . 
• brea , o. • 188~86 took pl ce or ·. that ·1 t occured with such nn 1n tensi t,- A~J> 

\ . 
• • •• • • :_ . i'inality • .'.'tho ·•logic of events had 1"cnd . . • single American Judaism .. 

J •. 

., . 

. - ror the moraer1.t. 1uposaible_ • • The tlniOil • con~inued to tunct.1on more 
.. . ' . . 

-. ' • •. because the . oona6rvat1 veo lacked for . the . momer.t dynnmio leaoersoip 
• • ... ,, ... • f ~ 

I 

~1h\o.·coulci ~-pprec1ate·. the nev: ·turn -o! events, then ·beceu'se 1t continued . . . 
• I 

l 

to rcpresent · the \~1se.es · of ... moa.t . . . ~..merican Jev,a. It .. exieted on an • . . 
' . ' .. . - ... 
. · \llle~sy base~ . '£here • &S . nlwnj~s ·the fear .··that ' ise -·would r..a·ve to g1vo 

' . . . 
• r 

·, • _.in to tl·e pre~su~ 0£ tbe· radicals -as he di.cl at Pitteburgh., hicb 
.' • . . • . • &t..c:"' 

• would ~ . 2110re then c.nything else ~ aicne l fiat 'ti. tht, • end of an era 

VlJHr::::S:t l r;xxd. I.f Kohlo:t·~ ~:irsch, arid co • . could tnke the play n ay from. 
, . 

• I 

Y ;so; Kohut, }l~ncy :.)ereirn •ieri~es, • and ; ,,ra1s the coat-· spvnding 

ext1'e~11iste of ''the traditionalists would l,e able to gain larte auppot, . 
• J 

. . 
• t0r t'hoir d.e~nanda to break once and. ~or -~ll \.1th t .. 1 a •non-Jewaah 

. ·,.'<,u and torm a so1nlnar:; and n conz:.,te~at1c,nal un1 on of their o;·.:n. • 
. 

,31o and J;..111enthal on t"1c one har..ci nnd Szold nncl Jastrow on the ot 
. . 

• • 



. . 
.. 

-1e .... 

• , beenn to .t.:.nd it' 1ncre.a.c&1l'lgly di.f.d.oult to · stradcle the f nce.:venta 
\,o:ro i rein~ tho ·l101ce or one a· d I • • 

or · finother. ·. . , 
' . All these pressures el"'e boiling 'honeatl ·t1-~o s~tace; jet aa · . . .. . . . late aa 1683, . on the surface at least, ha.:rmony ~nd unity seemed to I I • 

f f • 
I • • 

41 • 
• • , . . . urcvail. It was the quiet . before t e ata)i>m • .A te~npest w~i.i.ch broke 

.. . . 
.. • • 

• j 
. . 
'"1th a terrible t:ury caatine; ~liae •s pleas ror ~om ty s.r,<l._ na.lmnesa,. I • 

iis protestations ·ti,.at · tho College repz·osented "the catholicity or • • • f • •• • : • • • • • • .. Je1;ish 1ntoreet'a 11 (29)/'hia eairneat ·atteir.pts 'to Avoid . the dom1r.st1on . 
• or the L;inhornites.·· his .willingness to uwke· Q~-upromit.~a ~i th the . : "' •' 

•• ••,_ 4 I 
• 

: .. < •. :: ·, ·.:_ t ad1 tional1_a_ta; a&ido as easily e.s ch~r::t. ~hese \' ere oarnest and 

.. . 

. . 

,: :· ':°'..' • . since re a~t~pta • b-J a man 'yo • niU:e • the1 ai~o wll;h his liad t:.·.rtc:r 
• : .: wh~le levy -~~ ; .een brokoil ·tli.ro\lSh. rt ·wus ·but a c.:.se of o.·\c • . . 

the 

der 
·, •• being passed by new sociologici..l and cultural force.:: .whoae emergence 

. ' 

• and at'rongth ho · n81thor.: .t"oraaw not fully understood • . • •.· 
• ': lt · was primarily e case o.r the rev rsion of. t~~ sep~r..te I ',• 

, 
. . . . 

•• wa.; 1110s t 1~ ·keep~e-\AJ.! • 'th. • the 11" : • a ta t1 on, • in t~ro s ts,. . back~round, ahd • . . . . . . , ...... 

a1 d d1st1ot : groups to tl)at level of reli/~iouo ':lt :.d cu.ltu.,id life -whicl: 

f I I o t '• 

. •. , • • . conv1ct1ohs.·,.·rt was e rendorlfll• or an urt:i..fioihnl milieu, :for mere 
. . . ... 

', • • • • • • • • _. l • I 

• ;.,·,;· normal ·and _ziatura.l patternso1' . l11'e.It was an ·1m,v1tablo split. l''o . ' ., 
\ : t ' I 

sii gle .na.nd1 no mattor ho··1 po eri'ul, _could have · tor illoug stayed the 
• • t 

. ti de • 'l'h~ • a l):P8d and df 3 patch with wh1 ch the· dv;i. b r;.,ke 11 ht.nlld J indeed, f 
• 

,. f I 

• • 'be taken as an •. indioation 01~ • the 1ntono1 ty ot."' tue pro sures w .. 41~ it 
\ . . . ' 

-., ' . • 
# ., , • • 

conr~t•egat1cnal • ·organizatlc·r..al·· ur .. 1 ty had boon . dissolvea; two such old , . ' . ' ) .· . 
' 

timo tr1enda aa J,a. trow. a1.d • se had b oome 011'"~0.~.ed ln a battlc, 
• 

• 
t • Ill over the ert1c cy and rele11e1:aoo or the die cs ry rt:gula ticna which 

. . 
o ua 

, . 
. . 

halo:m and • rveral·' other Ea te1-;r ... ovn.scrvt.t1ve 71:Jli.gog•• . . 
uea to withdraw rrom. the Um. nJ (Z.O) the Nrf ;1.:ciper1 I1eb:L'ew. ha omb~rk d 



• •• •l'7-

o.1 a lon!! vit\0110 c~1sado· ag':'~nat ·rei'oxm using the ru.,ced c~101r .a 
. . 

the ~nttle cry; (3l)even I.r. ·szold whose ·congregation he.d re!\lsed .. 

. to quit the ·11n1on had. bee~ dr wn: into a. 'pul::l1c ac .. ,ato with 5an-.uel 
• I ' •• • • . . 

• • ' • ' 1 • • ·,.. • ' • • ., • 

. . · nirsoll over-.' tbe . Sunday Servfces(32) • .. In ~_ additlon,· .. tw_o young dyr.ando 
. . •. 

• ar.1d .for~etul· leaders had en1erged 1n· both camp• and had. engaged in a . : 
. ·.' . .. 

puc-lic . controversy: which carrle~ them . into pas1t1ons o-r leadership 
' •• • • ' • • ., •• • '• t • • t • • I • 

\il t.aln ' their . r _ee:p~o~1v'e groups and ms.de issues. crystal . clear. Me .. • •• •,1. . ... 
refer,ol .. ·course, ~o tl.1& Kobler-Kohut e.xobanee ot the Su.mm.er months o~ 

1805 whi~~ ,,~~ the,\~lk o:r'°th~· nation as well ·•11 · 01.:: New Vork r.tt:,.(~5) 
C ., • • •• • ,,. \ • 

t f •• I 0\ I • I a.if• ,- • • • • • I • • 

result .'·o·t ·this debate Dr • .Kohler··was 1n·. a pos1t1on to foroe Viiae . 
of I' I e I 

O • • • ~ 
• ' • ► • • . . . , 

call the· P1ttaburgh· ijabb1nical • C.onference or Nov .. ·of that year 
' ' n order that the ·refo1.~1:1' posit1or~ might be clar1f1ed, and once at . . . . 

• .. ' • ,/ t • • • • • • 
I • • • 

• .. • • •• ,. the Cor.ferenoe he was able because or 1 ts ·. smnll renrcncntation and , -

• I 

,· ··-:·.:·. · .. ···. 11.1a . !'o~-=cot'ul ;er~nni:ity to force ·thro ih _a plst.form .o~n;onant with · 
I • f ~ • • • • • • f "' J t ,: • I • f 'l • • • • • • • • • • 

. . 

.. • ·.·,: h.10 vier,a • .A.ftc;r this · tne •• die waa cast. ~'his was the:. i,oint of no return. . . ' 
• J' • • . : 

• .... llocel1an1sm, • .. Ant1·-z1oniam. • nnti-Te.lt11t.1d1sm· d1q. not .e1 "c well with even 
I e, I I •• • 1 I t t • • f • //I I . \ ' . .. 

• • the ·most lenient ot the trad1t1onnl1sts. ·• ··\ the Rev. Eenry s •. :racoba .. 

. ~.· wrote 1~ediatel7, a:tter . the Conf~rence: . : 
(•· · Phis · vaunt1n:.,~ ot ·1r,.rtd!l1ty.hardli cloeked under showy rhetorical , 

• • .• ·utterance.tends to l:r·co.!-c tLo bo:r~da a£ concord and unity_ -nd 
. compels t r· e . question to ·.be p'"..l.t to eveey her.est, Gof-fc~rir.e • 
· Is~llelite,,1hloh ~ust 'be . ans·,ered by_ his l1ccrt '1.nd consc1onco: 

.... •Art thou tor ua or for our advorsar1ee? 1 {34) • . . . . . 
. . 

Uhilo Sabato .~or61a.beuan to formulate the battlo cry or aeparet1on aa 
. . 

• : • · •~he arruod · the 1mpooa1b111ty of ma1nt1n:·\1rip; h1stor1cal J'Ud1.\1sm., 1:t • 
, .. . . 

.. persona :enterta1n1ng ~he opinions enunciated ~t the ~1ttsburah Conference 
I • • 

wore to 1natr1ict th~ ,~uth,mors eapeoiall7. the rising rabbi or America. 

lie expr saed h1s • d1aappo1n't::lent • w1 th the .re brew Union College a: d 
' ! . ' ' atrenuoualy advocated the formation _0£ a4l institution tor t~ 1n1ne youn . . 

I rael to the .ministry on pr1no1plea th11110ugbly oonservstive ... 35) Inv in 
' 

1• ~~, to d1aaaaoo1ate ·t~e Ooileee from the Pitt bur h st nds 



• 

' ... 
1 • • 

t . \. 

• The Collecc ro:n.ains :stcad.f~st t1pon its .tradition 1 bes1a . 
, '.!·he law "~r.d.ch lJoses co:ull,1611ded ua 1.o the 1nheri tai1.cc 0.1. ... tho 
.•• Congi~oga.t~on or ~Tacob. and no C;ev1at1on.._fror11 tl o di vii:e 

. • •· ~piri t~ as 1 t rovoals 1 tself in 1 .. raol I p11c1p:ic't:1 e .... ct sacr d 
. 

1
1· bistor;r; o.s it ro-echoea 1n the l1ter&rj- tr~Gsures of uur 

• 

great and 11tW1ort~l • tco.chcrs o.t o. 11 centuries of h1stor:l; &sit • 
. ··~·· procla!>na iteelt loudly and e..111phatics.lly in the renson an.d . 

conaoiencti of 8.ll good r:cn. no evolution; develo~ent i's the 
·watchword. 1'.o dev1at1cn;cont!f.nus.t1on _1s the key-note. The .. 
apiri t remains unchanr,ed. ( 3C) .' _. .• • • 

, 
refomera abre~d with K<mler, and the Con£~rvat1ve mvvo-

•• I ·ment wa& tired 0£ a ' long and .;~-rofitle_ea compromise-in whicn 1'-t~a.a 

f 

' . 
making _all the adjustmento and waa also beginning for the first time 

t~ !"eoi • a at;ength and life ··all frs ·own:. Issues ··,.e~c no~.v sharply • • 
I • • • • -. ' . ' . 

drnwn. 'l'he union which J;s.d 'teen made possible only 1a measure aa 
I • . . 

basic d.ittemces were ob~ascated was no loncer possible • . It tcok a 

nurpr1s1-ngly ab_ort· ,'til11e • tor the trad.1 t1ox .. al1sts to rea~sert tLeir. 

·1ndependonce, and. 1-ound:.as Association tor the est&tJl1sbment ot a 
t. .. • 

truly trac;J.tional aeml11a_cy~. It .would take .several u~o&dc~ berore , . . 

tbe full, atrength ot ibe new 1nwigration w' ves· [&Ve Cu11&0rv.tiDm 
-. ., . . p . ' . . . . 

anything .which could cOWlre wlth ~arity .with the reforru ~ove~cnt. . . 

·. 

. :r:.ut · tro.n l88G ' on, ·· tradit1vnal1,sm . would oo· ~ater · of it~ OYJn G.est1ny . . 
• 'i. . . . 

,-. I 9 .. t ,. • ' t 

hero in ame111oa. · · ,. • • • •. : • ·· . • • ,. : • 
"' . . ., ' . . 

f I • • . . . ~ ·:' . . . ., . 
·_ "here does • tbe terefs. ba.1.quet tit • into this piotu1•0. 1 t ' . 

· .. · ·appeaz·a . no" most b~za.rre· \to ascribe: to 1~ .·a:.y , 1mporta.uc.e beyond th:it . .. . . . . . 
• ": • I • • • • • ( • I • • 

. : ' .'ot· another in :a s,r.1es ot ~venta ·w~oh contr1~uted to a a-ene:r·al • 
. . ' 

•. " unens1ne•• and helped aet the etage Zor .the .f'1nal brea.k:duwn. Thore 
• • t I • . . . . . ' ' 

: ,· . • .. ·_. .. mu•t ha~• •.bee~ ·manr. other aucb 1nc1aents betwGen le&d~rs &nc. lay 
I • f , 

~ople ct~t~~~ariou.a ·raotiona. ,Eut·:· .. i-atever .1ta role it v,a.s not .. 
I l ,. ' 

the opening ot . tbs movemont ,h1ch led to the s)l1 t ·, the root a of th1a 
,, • I' • 

... '\ .. ' 
go far . baok·· into the pa.it,· nor 

/ 

aa it an important catlytic a~ent ,. 
. 

-~ oth rw1a \•tbe apU t huuld. bav oocured • 1n l883-18fJ4 and • not a year 
' . 

lat r.Appar ntly, 1t n Jut anothei- ot aer1ea ot jkJ.ct1on poi ta. 



• 

. . 

,, ' 

, . 

which appear at, :many points alung a levy oetora it ~1~.lllly broaks. 
Its hi3torioal .~portance 11011 

I 

m.ore in· that it out by 
Ol'lO than .1n·. any .1ntr1ns1o ·merit 

• ' • ~ • II • • • • . . . . .. " . . ' . . or 1 ta. own. •. ., .. 

.. 

,• I 11 • 

. . 
'. 

J 

,. 
. , 

' . 
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March 3, 1970 

Dr. Jacob Rader Marcua 
HUC-.JIR 
401 McAlpin A venue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

Dear Jacob: 

Thank you for sending me a paper from the paat. 
It came at a good time when I a feeling the ache• 
and pain■ of a long winter and needed a bit of my 
youth. .Everyone ia well here. Again my thanks. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 




