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t tae world.. N ny a co• ••ta.tor related. theae lines to a verse ot tile 
ProJ)aet Iaa:1.u: "In sitting still an4 rest aaaJJ ye be saved.. h. quietae•• 
ud. coatidence sbaJ 1 be your atrengta, but ye would. not. n M&1l ia i11J&tient 
vita tae tire■ide pleasure• until lle ia e.uauated &ad Jacle4. !II.en, otten 
too late, lle learn••• flu ■ Ya that true joy coaea in the quiet 11011eata Uld 
"by reattul waters." 

'rile Iebrew .aim vaich we have translated. "green pasture" has the :,reciae 
cou.otation ot "yo1111g an4 tea.er grus." A competent ahe}lherd takes pain■ 
to pasture his tloclt wll.ere t1ae torage is nouriahiag and eaail.1' ec11ble. A8 
Israel's aost coapetent shepherd., God nourishes tlle :,eo:,le on a spiritual 
diet waicll 11aey can readi~ digest. 'l'lle lforala wllich ae ll.as givea ua does not 
i•e,d super J-nre:, sacritice. Ascet1c1sa, celibacy, the turning ot the otller 
clleek, protracted tasting) none ot the extreae d.iscipJ1113a are a part ot tae 
m.blical. requireaent. !!le :1:1.bl.e encourages love, tui~, Joy, trielldaaip, 
CITO tlle give ud take ot business. "ht'raud aot tayaelt ot the good. day." 
lfhe m.ble coadeans excess, to be sure, but never IIILD. 

'1""•'~ "Ie directs ae along stra:lpt J h •••" !Ile word "atraigat" is a AOIIOJIYlll• 
It llaa two wea»1ngs. The tint.denotes a level and unobstructed path, tae 
kind ot trail the allepllerd. :,reters. 1he TBrae can alao be read "Ie direct■ 
• along rightous ways. 'ae 'fora.a is 1181l 1s God-given guidebook to the 
righteous way. Straace, ia it J10t, that the rigat and proper 4ecia1oa ottu. 
raovea ditticulty and. llllkes lite go more s1100th~. We Id.pt ll&Te &To14e4 
zsay a bad ZOW!JDt it ve u.c1 never told a lie, coaprolli.aeci priaei~ or giTa 
~ to illpulae. 11 • ••••11p ••a •at• Zfr1 '• •1 •• ••e 111611t •• x1Zbs 

* "For ti•-•• • '• ••'k•• • kn.d belleYe4 1• God. aad aervei. Qo4 loyally. 
Yet, God vu aot UJl4er uq .obligation to aill. Go4'• Jclnd•••• 1• 110t 'by 
~ ot re)Nl,1llellt but u act ot B:l.vine viscloa u4 geaeros1ty. Mzv tooliaa 
,ec,:,le believe that :prayer &114 caar1 ty buil.4 UJ a crecli t in hea.Ta. !Ida 
11 arrant noneseue. ~r &ad char! ty are 'Yirtuea &Dd useful, but vu.t 
God. does :le does in na v:l.sdoll. , We cannot bribe na • 

. 
* ttJlven waa I pus throug}l tlle vaJ J ey ot OJd.llOU8 uadowB. " kvid u4 

ao :IJlwsiona u to tlae reward.a ot taith. '!lloae who a4vert1ae .ta1ta u a 
cure-all tor any and. all allortcolld.:ags or uuappiaeae JrC)lll1ae too 1D1ch. 'fJae 
-.. ot t&ita, equally vita tae -.not little ta:l.tll1 autter■ disease, bua1••• 
reversal, 4eath u4 lleartacae. Vaat tao 1• tll.e abaatage ot taita'l 8111P~ 
t:laia. "I a11 not tripteaecl tor You are vi t1a ae. • I no longer pe•1 c vhe• • 
tlae 4a1' .grovs dark tor I a&Te learned that Go41• ia t11e tcpeat as well u 
1• t1ae W&rlling breese. m.aeue and. 4eata toucll. all .... 'ftae 118D ot ta:l th 
has oaq tlai■ advaatqe: ae can 'bear tae bad. __..t• vita . aoae degree ot 
equan1 wt ty. "Por You are w1 ta :ae. " 

. . 
* !Ile verse, "to ~de tor • even it taere are •111111•• about" is tlae 

110at 41t:t1cul.t l:l.ae 1a tllis tert. 'Die tudliar "tan »r•:pareat a tabl.e" 1• 
a correct literal trualatioa, but it obvioua~ ao longer anliea to the 
chosen 1mge ot a aaeplaercl aa4 a1a tlock. It :l&T14 wrote taia Paalw lie 
a:nareatl.1' wrote aia aieci&l aituatioa iato it. 'l'Jle t&'bla 1■ tile b&llquet 
table ot a.is celebration. 'nle oil ia tae oil ot coronation. lfhe ewew1 •• 
are tllese wilo aoupt to preTent llia gr-.t aq. It tlle Psal.111a by aa 
aDOJ11110US co•Mvller it ia beat to trmlate tki• liae aetapaoricaJJy "to 
:provide tor ■e evea it tJaeN are aa:te■ about.• 
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In those tillea wen an UeJl1' attacked citiseu retreated. behind the 

aigh. val le ot their ton. Vea:pou were rwli:aentar.r and there vu little 
danger ot an actual breacaiag ot tJae wall.a but taere vu great danger ot 
tud.ae u4 thirst. 'file tzsr, 1• ot a beleagured. ,eeple vh011 God will aot 
e-Jlov to be atarvecl. into aubaiaaion. 0:1.l vu used in ancient ti•• not 
0-1¥ to anoint tlle aonarch but at the :restive board u a special sip ot 
couideration tor tae guests. It 1• aa it the :,oet were s~ng: "Your 
care exceeds 1111' toJMl.est ~ctation." 

* •ote the unexpected use ot the verb "pursue". It suggests that those 
vao lead the good lite :find it dit:ricult to break the llabits ot decency. 
Taere are tiJlea when decat ~ple teel a need to be 110re aelt-catered. 
Generally the7 find that the;y cannot. It requires quite aa ettort ot will 
to be gaucme when you have trained yourselt to be couiderate. 'Dle cliscipliaea 
ot a litetiae are ·like~ to stop the ugl.1' word betore 1 t is spoken. N&1ch u 
an ad.cl1ct is parauecl by the &rug even though lae -.y long to be tree4 ot it 
so the etllica]ly addicted are ]'UrSUed by goochle■a even it they- COTet a aore 

' vor~ lite. 
. ~ 

* There is au ucieat 1nt6rpretatioa vhica uauaes taat kvid wrote tld• 
Paa.la aot about his :,eraoul. prospect but about tlle tate o~ his people. 
Solleltow he could tox ■ e that Iarael.'s pilgri.Jlage vu to be througa a lo11g 
valley ot a:l.sery. Ie co.torts Israel. Qod is near. Qocl will prorlde. 
According to this interpretation kvid. toreaaw taat a scattered. and beleagured 
Israel would be h&l'd.-preasecl to retain its contid•ce. •e knew tla&t via.ea 
aen are battered aacl bruised. tll.ey try to Jettiaoa their hopes tor to live 
1• tutile expectation 1• • to rub salt into the YOUJld.. ~eretore, ai■ u■e ot 
tlae active verb •i,uraue". Iovffer . tar tluag tae bitter exile, goodaesa 
will paraue Israe.l u4 catcla up witll it • . ~ever 1'Jack tae a:Lgllt ot our 
Jain, a ray of' hope breaks in. '!be vision ot a new state :pursued Israel iilTo 
tae slaughter pens ot Europe. The will to live amaelaov breau in upoa oar 
moat abJect griet. 

* What does God provide! Beliet and n.ctory aoaetiaes, but even in deteat 
a generous goodJless, an inner peace. "I slta]l be vita God as long u I live." 
Solle aave interpreted this verse as an .alJnaioa to tlle eJld ot da1'& waen Israel 
will be tree ot tile Exile ud tree again to vorshii- Ood in Iis T911pl.e 1• 
Jeruaala. "It sh&JJ. COM to pus in the en4 ot ~ taat the IIOlDltain ot 
tae lord's house uaJl be established aa the top ot the llOUJlt&iu. It shall 
be exalted above the ail.la ••• " ActualJ7, tJae •ebrew does not r•Jly perld.t 
tllia bold prophecy. !'he tud.liar "torever" exaggerates the prold.ae. !Jae 
verse iaclicatea OD~ that "I sull be vita Qo4 u loag u I live.• JleJl aay 
desert t&i th, ba.t tat t1I 4oea aot desert taoae wlao lf Z 11 truti111 (Mel , 
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