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of the world. Many a commentator related these lines to a verse of the
Prophet Isaiah: "In sitting still and rest shall ye be saved. In quietness
and confidence shall be your strength, but ye would not."” Man is impatient
vith the fireside pleasures until he is exhausted and jaded. Then, often
too late, he learns wee-bwabh that true Joy comes in the quiet moments and
"oy restful waters."

The Nebrew moun which we have translated "green pasture” has the precise
connotation of "young and temder grass." A competent shepherd takes pains
to pasture his flock where the forage is nourishing and easily edible. As
Israel's most competent shepherd, God nourishes the people on a spiritual
diet which they can readily digest. The Torah which he has given us does not
demand super human sacrifice. Asceticism, celibacy, the turning of the other
cheek, protracted fasting} none of the extreme disciplin2s are a part of the
Biblical requirement. The Bible encourages love, family, Jjoy, friendship,
even the give and take of business. "Defraud not thyself of the good day."
The Bible condemns excess, to be sure, but never man,

"Ne directs me along straight w.." The word "straight" is a homonym.
It has two meanings. The first .denotes a level and unobstructed path, the
kind of trail the shepherd prefers. The verse can also be read "Ne directs
me along rightous ways. The Torah is man'’s God-given guidebook to the
righteous way. Strange, is it not, that the right and proper decision often
removes difficulty and makes life go more smoothly. We might have avoided
many a bad moment if we had never told a lie, compromised principle or given
in to impulse. The-mereiiy-osbtunbghb—iine—ito-hypfapr-thc-sasi-csinie—iadle.
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"For Nis name's sake." David believed in God and served God loyally.
Yet, God was not under any obligation to him. God's kindness is mot by
way of repayment but an act of Pivine wisdom and gemerosity. Many foolish
people believe that prayer and charity build up a credit in heaven. This
is arrant nonesense. Prayer and charity are virtues and useful, but what
God does Ne does in Nis wisdom. - We cannot bribe Kim.

"Even when I pass through the valley of ominous shadows." David had
no illusions as to the rewards of faith. Those who advertise faith as a
cure-all for any and all shortcomings or unhappiness promise too much. The
man of faith, equally with the man of little faith, suffers disease, business
reversal, death and heartache. What then is the advantage of faith? Simply
this. "I am not frightened for You are with me." I no longer panic when
the day grows dark for I have learned that God is in the tempest as well as
in the warming breeze. Disease and death touch all men. The man of faith
has only this advantage: he can bear the bad moments with some degree of
equanimity. "For You are with me."

The verse, "to provide for me even if there are enemies about” is the
most difficult line in this text. The familiar "thou preparest a table" is
a correct literal translatiom, but it obviously no longer applies to the
chosen image of a shepherd and his flock. If Pavid wrote this Psalm he
apparently wrote his special situation into it. The table is the banquet
table of his celebration. The o0il is the oil of coronation. The enemies
are those who sought to prevent his great day. If the Psalm is by an
anonymous commoner it is best to translate this line metaphorically "to
provide for me even if there are enemies about."” :
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In those times when an enemy attacked citizens retreated behind the
; high walls of their town. Weapons were rudimentary and there was little
danger of an actual breaching of the walls but there was great danger of
famine and thirst. The image is of a beleagured people whom God will mot
allow to be starved into submission. Oil was used in ancient times not
only to anoint the monarch but at the festive board as a special sign of
consideration for the guests. It is as if the poet were saying: "Your
care exceeds my fondest expectation."”

Note the unexpected use of the verb "pursue". It suggests that those
who lead the good life find it difficult to break the habits of decency.
There are times when decent people feel a need to be more self-centered.
Generally they find that they camnot. It requires quite an effort of will
to be gauche when you have trained yourself to be considerate. The disciplines
of a lifetime are likely to stop the ugly word before it is spoken. Much as
an addict is pursued by the drug even though he may long to be freed of it
80 the ethically addicted are pursued by goodness even if they covet a more
worldly life.

There is an ancient interpretation which assumes that Pavid wrote this
Psalm not about his personal prospect but about the fate of his people.
Somehow he could foreee that Israel's pilgrimsge was to be through a long
valley of misery. Ne comforts Israel. God is near. God will provide.
According to this interpretation Pavid foresaw that a scattered and beleagured
Israel would be hard-pressed to retain its confidence. Ne knew that when
men are battered and bruised they try to Jettison their hopes for to live
in futile expectation is to rub salt into the wound. Therefore, his use of
the active verb "pursue”. Nowever far flung the bitter exile, goodness
will pursue Israel and catch up with it. MNowever black the night of our
pain, a ray of hope breaks in. The vision of a new state pursued Israel ifljo
the slaughter pens of Europe. The will to live somehow breaks in upon our
most abject grief.

What does God provide? Relief and victory sometimes, but even in defeat
a generous goodness, an inner peace. "I shall be with God as long as I live."
Some have interpreted this verse as an allusion to the end of days when Israel
vill be free of the Exile and free again to worship God in Nis Temple in
Jerusalem., "It shall come to pass in the end of days that the mountain of
the lord's house shall be established as the top of the mountains., It shall
be exalted above the hills..." Actually, the Nebrew does not really permit
this bold prophecy. The familiar "forever" exaggerates the promise. The
verse indicates only that "I shall be with God as long as I live." Men may
desert faith, but faith does not desert those who bissswamd trustin Ged,
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