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FROM THE FAIR 

The Autobiography of Sholom Aleichem 
Translated by Kurt Leviant 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Sholom Aleichem i s best known for his novels and short 

stories which describe the generation of Eastern European Jews 

who were born in the sleepy villages and small towns of Eastern 

Europe about a century ago and then were rudely pushed out into 

the confus i ons of a larger world by Czarist tyranny and the 

tidal force s of moderni sm. Sholom Aleichem was appreciated 

largely by those who could r ead Yiddish until 1963, 47 years 

after his death, when hi s warm, humorous stories about Tevye, 

the poor bu t ever patient dairyman, father of seven marriage­

able daughters, were turned i nto the smash Broadway musical 

"Fiddler on t he Roof" 

Th modern world with its mass produced technology often 

seems a cold a nd impersonal p lace to those who live in its 

boxes but remember a grandfather 's colorful tales of an extended 

amily nd t he close community o f hia village. The song 

'T a·t·on - Traa · tion" appealed to people of many ethnic 

backgro nd 

know h 

d 

ho f lt themselves to be rootless and who did not 

g ndf ther had gloss ed over the poverty, ignorance 

·on of h · s youth. 

Sho om 1 i chem's 1·fe , like his stories, is a bitter-

1 ·ch illustrates t he sturdy cultural ties which 
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did exist and the inescapable confusion and pain of people 

caught between a world which did not want them and could not 

provide for them, and a world which they did not understand 

and where they never felt comfortable. 

His title, From the Fair, suggests excitement, color, 

danger and impermanence. A fair lasts a day or two. The 

booths are temporary and stocked with possessions most cannot 

afford. Some will make a profit. Some will sell nothing. 

Some will buy a priceless possession only to discover they 

have bought tinsel. Whatever happens, the fairgrounds will 

soon be empty. Fairs are for people on the move like Sholom 

Aleichem who was born in a village in the Ukraine, worked in 

Kiev and Odessa, lectured in London and Warsaw, recuperated 

from Tuberculosis in Italy and died in New York City. 

Like many writers of his day, Sholom Aleichem was paid by 

papers for whom he produced once a week so many thousand words 

which would both tell a satisfying tale and leave the reader 

eager to buy the paper which would carry the next installment. 

Such writing necessarily has an episodic quality, but we can 

follow our hero as he grows from childhood to early manhood 

and me , though his experiences, the rather fascinating group 

of childr n and adults who help shape his life. 

n his movable feast nothing is quite as you expect it 

to be; even the fact that Sholom Aleichem wrote in Yiddish. 



• 

, 3 

Sholom Aleichem is a pen name which reproduces the conventional 

Jewish greeting: "How are you." His real name was Sholom 

Rabinowitz. Why choose a pen name? Obviously Sholom Aleichem 

was not trying to provide himself an English or Russian pedigree 

or attempting to give some efforts at English or Russian writing 

greater authority . It turns out that he choose this name to 

hide from his father the fact that he was writing in Yiddish. 

Why hide this fact? His father was a traditional Jew, but 

also a Maskil, a term which designated those such as Nochem 

Rabinowitz who knew the Talmud, but also read Tolstoy, and who 

could discuss Kant as well as Maimondes. Such men accepted 

Yiddish as a fit language for the mobs at a fair, but Hebrew 

marked you as one of the intelligentsia. Hebrew was a classical 

tongue. To the Maskil it did not matte that few could under­

stand Iebrew . What was important was the appearance of being 

enlightened. 

In one chapter Sholom Aleichem reminisces about an argument 

bet een two friend s concerning the language in which this obviously 

talent d youngste should write: 

n word, choose either Hebrew or Russian. No 

on v n de med that some day the rascal would write 

n Y'dd"sh . Bu who knew that one could write in 

Y'ddi h? Th . "ddish jar on, why that was something 

o om n' 

·a ·sh boo 

m n w s ashamed to be seen holding a 

1 s p ople cons'der him a boor. 
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Fortunately Sholom Aleichem choose an audience over status and 

his father soon forgave him, as fathers have a way of doing. 

For those who already know the works of Sholom Aleichem, 

this foreshortened autobiography will be of interest. Leviant 

has done a workmanlike job of transposing the highly textured 

images of the original into English. For those who have not 

yet tasted the pungency and verve of his writings, I recommend 

that you begin there. His stories are fully shaped and a 

continuing delight. 
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THE BOOK OF JOB: COMMENTARY 

NEW TRANSLATIONS AND SPECIAL STUDIES 

By Robert Gordis 
The Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

New York City, 1978 

I was first introduced to Gordis on Job as a student at the HUC. Some tea­

cher, p rhaps Leo Baeck, referred me to a piece, "All Man 'a Books - A New Intro­

duction to Job", Gordis had published in the Menorah Journal. Over the years Dr. 

Gordis has returned again and again to Job, and I ·always have found it a pleasure 

to r turn with him. 

In time the original article, which was by way of a concise overview, be-

cam an xtended study and translation, The Book of God and Man (Chicago 1965). 

In turn h t volume grew into this book which revises the introductory material and 

th t nsla ion and adds extensive textual and philo ogical notes and fol'ty-three 

~. 

bri f y on th mes which range fron "Th Principl of Biblic 1 Pro ody" to 

"Wi do nd R v ation. " 

Ov y rs Gordis has deepened hi appreciation of Job but not changed 

hi 10 L l l und r t nding of he work. Job remains, in hi ey ' 
unifi d pi ce -

h p od C r l. f of r fiection on the them of vil and human ufi rmg by 

po t- ilic ch of wisdom. The three comfort r pr ent the conv nt1on l pr -
. . . of th odicy: God is ju t. Man receiv wh the d erv ''M D 

l lC oc 1n 
• 

i of de" (la. 3·11). Th tradition 1 view re pr en d wlth 

r c , b t ob' u hor had an aroused and robu t n of him elf n indlvl-

n co niz d th hi p rsonal xp ri nc did not upport th tr d1tlon l po-

. . 
l O . com o r pr s nt d a cultur wh1ch h d b n t1 n d by 

n h if n did not r ceiv what 

o h h v in g inh r it d th m r it or 

vmn 1 h d 

d to b h 

of 

j td 

yo 

C d 

' 

r-

0 • 
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that culture was confident that they suffered from relentless anxiety. They knew 

that the punishment the y d e s e rved could not be avoided. 

Job will not acknowledge a guilt which is not his own. He had been made 

to suffer unjustly and , o penly acknowledging this fact, he explored the radical pos­

sibility that God is a l l powe rful, but not always just; though in the end he rejected 

this dichotomy. 

Gordis describe s Job's speeches as elaborations on his conviction that 

the conventiona l argument s were inadequate. Job does not attempt to construct a 

new theodicy. Gordis locate s the book's positive message in the two concluding 

sp ch s of God. Out of the wh irlwind God reveals not only the myste,·of His power 

but the maj sty of the natura l ord e r, His creation. In the event Job is not.--~ 

simply overwh lmed by Go d 's power, but made aware of a comforting pattern with­

in th natur l ord r. "The na tu al world, though it is beyond man's ken, reveals 

to him i b uty and ord r. It i s therefore r asonable for man to believe that the 

. n1v r also xhibits a mora l orde r with pattern and meaning, though it is beyond 

m n' pow r fully to compr h nd" (435). This teacher of wisdom accepted the 

limi o hu n nd r anding, m an's inability to demonstrate God's justice; yet, 

o nd i ming God' pr nee in er ation he could discern benevolent pur-

po b don 
. . 
1 Joyo sponse to e r a tion . 

nli 0 od n comm ntator , Gordis accepts the Elihu passage 

h 0 0 1 ho r . H b li V s that they represent an afterword 

y w ' h 
. 

Vlll r d h is wo rk, d cided that he had not developed auf-

f"ci n ly 0 di c iplinary valu or suffering. 

0 di I h l h" p i a lways massive and conservative. Hi tran la tion, 
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which is essentially the same he offered in The Book of God and Man, is in line 

with his understanding of the message, meaning and cadence of the original text. 

Speaking of tran sla tion, a Gordisian aside on that art is worth sharing: 

"I believe that modern translations of the Bible into so-called "simple" or "col­

loquial II English result in a distortion of the original. The Bible was not written 

in colloquial Hebrew; no ancient Hebrew in the streets spoke like Isaiah or Job or 

the Psalms or even like the b ooks of Samuel or Kings. Whether or not we accept 

the views of Cassuto, that a ve r s e e pic underlies the present prose narrative of 

the Torah and the Earlier Prophets, it is clear that they represent a very high 

l vel of literary art, co1nbining lo ftiness and simplicity to an extraordinary degree" 

(XXIV, XXV). 

Gord is' f_ommentar y i s a useful addition to a vast literature. I found 

par icul rly helpful his discussion of the author's use of familiar wisdom proverbs 

a t xtual building blocks. 

Daniel Jererr, y Silver 

F b ry 19, 1979 
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The Book of Job: Co,n,nentary. New Translations. and Special 
Studie . By Rob rt Gordi . ew Y rk: The Jewi h Theological 

eminary of America. 1978. 

I a first introduced to Gordi 
n J b a a tud nt at th H C. 

m t a h r. perhap L o Ba ck. 
r rr d m t a pi , "All Man· 
B k - A w Introdu tion to 
J b ' had publi h d in the 

£'nor h Journal. 0 r th y ar 
r. G rdi ha r turned again and 

a ain t J b. and I alway ha e 
fi und it a pl a ur t r tum ith 
him. 

In tim th ori inal rti le. 
hi h ' a n • 

d 

i ju t 

mm . I 7 

ml 
m th t 

m 

c i e what he de er ... Men eat 
th fruit of th ir deed " (I . 3: 11 ). 
Th traditi nal i w are pre ented 
with r pect. but Job· , author had an 
ar u ed and r bu t en e of him elf 
a an indi idual and recogniz d that 
hi per nal xperience did not up­
p rt th traditi nal po ition. The 
c m orter r pre ented a culture 

hi h h d be n ati fi d by the ar­
gum nl th t if man did not receive 

ha • d to be hi ju t due. hi 
f rtun • the r ult f hi ha ing 
inherit d the merit or in of hi 
f mily r of hi in tricabl in­
, I m nt in th d rv d fat of hi 

mmunit . It th i k d m t 
p per that ulture a confid nt 
th t th uffer d from r I ntl 

h kn that th 
n h d r d ould n t 
d. 

J b i 11 n t a kno I d a 
uilt hi h i n t • H had 

t ff r unju tly and. 
• h 

ii h t 
but n t ay 

c,'lll,PVPr h ~ _ 
. . . 

i ti 
m n 
tt mpt 

J b' 
n-

• n -
• b t 
n tru t n th di y. 

12 



BOOK REVIEWS 

Gordi locate the book' po itive 
me age in the two concluding 
speeche of God. Out of the 
whirlwind God re eal not only the 
my tery of Hi power but the 
maje ty of the natural order, Hi cre­
ation. In the event, Job i not imply 
overwhelmed by God' power but 
made awar of a comforting pattern 
within the natural ord r. "'The 
natural world, th ugh it i beyond 
man' ken, re eal to him it beauty 
and ord r. It i ther for rea onable 
fi r man to beli e that the uni r e 
al exhibit a moral ord r with pat­
tern and m aning, th ugh it i be­
yond man' p r fully t m­
prehend ' ( 435). Thi t a h r f 

i dom a epted th limit of 
human und r tandin , man inabil­
ity o d mon trate G d' ju ti . 
But a firmin G d' pr n 
r ati n. h al fi und th t he 

di rn n ol nt pu...-.r,.,, .... b 

hi j n 
t 

• f th 
th t t 

• ·n I 
re­
h 
h t 
th 

f 

Gordis' cholarship is always 
mas ive and conservative. His trans­
lation, which is essentially the same 
he offered in The Book of God and 
Man, i in line with his understand­
ing of the message, meaning and ca­
dence of the original text. 

Speaking of translation, a Gor­
di ian a ide on that art is worth shar­
ing: '' I belie e that modem transla­
tion of the Bible into so-called 
"' imp le" or • colloquial" English 
re ult in a di tortion of the original. 
The Bible wa not written in col­
loquial Hebrew; no ancient Hebrew 
in the treet poke like I aiah or Job 
r the P aim or even like the book 
f Samuel or King . Whether or not 

we a pt the view of Ca uto, that 
a v rs pie underlie the pre ent 
pr e narrati e of the Torah and the 
E rli r Proph t . it i clear that they 
r pf nta ry high le el of literary 

m ining I ftin and implic-
t n e tra rdinary degree ' 
I . V). 
G rdi 'Comm ntary i au ful 

dditi n t a a t lit rature. I found 
parti ularl h lpful hi di u ion of 
th uth r u of familiar wisdom 
pr rb a t tual building bl k . 

Dani(; I Jt r tn) ifr r 

Th T mpl . land. hi and adjun t 
f\ ni it . 

r R ifonn in Rabbinic Lit ratu~ During the La t 

h 
aro:se in 

Half. I nd r uttmann. Y rk and 
rid ni n r Pr Judai m 197 . 3 2 pp. 

th 
m 

nth 
II kn 

ntury did not -
n ith ab tra t 

J, urnal o R 1< rm Judai m 

• 
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theological manifestoes or with 
theoretical justifications for a gen­
eral restructuring of Jewish belief 
and ritual observance. It manifested 
itself originally in a series of con­
crete changes that were intended to 
render synagogue worship and other 
areas of Jewish religious practice 
more attractive to the growing 
number of Jews who were then be­
coming alienated from them. In gen­
eral, the early protagonists of Re­
form - both laymen and rabbis -
did not regard themselves as the cre­
ators of a new form of Judaism. In 
their view, they were merely adapt­
ing traditional Jewish observance to 
what they believed were the urgent 
needs of the time. 

Most of the pioneering figures 
of Reform seem to have been con­
vinced that the changes they advo­
cated were not inconsistent with the 
fundamental principles of the clas i­
cal halachah and could be justified 
by appeal to traditional ources. In 
keeping with this a number of early 
reformer , e.g., Aaron Chorin, 
Eliezer Libermann, and Mo e 
Kunitz wrote Hebrew re pon a in 
which they attempted to provide 
anction from the Talmud, the 

Mi hneh Torah, the Shulhan Aruch 
and imilar authoritie for uch prac­
tice a wor hip in the venacular, 
regular preaching, the u of the 
organ in the ynagogue, etc. It wa 
only later that the reformers aban­
don d thi method and declared pub­
licly that R fi rm imply did n t ac­
cept the authority of the traditional 
ourc and did not require the 

legitimization of the urce fi r 
th chang it wi hed to introduc . 

From the beginning very de­
parture from traditional practice by 

umm r, 1979 
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the reformers was attacked by vari­
ous Orthodox rabbinic leaders, who 
were passionately committed to the 
twin dogmas of the divinely revealed 
character of the Torah and its eternal 
unchangeability, as a subversion of 
Judaism and a serious threat to its 
continued existence. The responsa 
written by the Orthodox rabbis in 
reaction to the changes and innova­
tions of the reformers are charac­
terized at times by a zealotry that 
does not recoil from the most ex­
treme vituperation of their oppo­
nents. 

In the present volume Professor 
Alexander Guttmann provides an 
admirable account of the historically 
important polemic literature pro­
duced in the heat of the controversy 
that erupted at the beginning of the 
Reform movement and that has still 
n t di d out completely today. He 
n tes the attempt of the early re­
formers t justify the change ini­
tially adopted by the movement and 
then proceeds to review the re pon a 
of the uncompromi ing defenders of 
tradition. Mo t of the book i de­
voted to the work of the latter ( ince 
they wrote much more copiou ly and 
frequently on the ubject than did the 
champion of Reform) and to a y -
tematic well organized pre ntation 
of their view on a great variety of 
matters that continue to divide Re­
form Jew from their traditionali t 
brethren. 

Adding very ignifi antly to the 
valu of Profe r Guttmann work 
i the inclu ion, in the cond half of 
the volume of hi tran lation and 
paraphra e of a con iderable 
number fit m cull d from variou 
H brew re pon a collection . Th 
includ not nly c llection dating 

127 
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from the earlie t year of the Reform 
movement, uch a the pro-Reform 
Or Nogalz and Nogah Ha-Tzedek 
and the anti-Reform Eleh Divrei 
Ha-Berit, but variou re pon a by 
uch later nineteenth century Or­

thodox leader a Akiba J eph 
Schie inger, Mo e Schick Hillel 
Lichten tein and Judah A zod. 
Al included are re pon a by emi­
nent twentieth century halachi t 
including Da id Hoffmann, · 
L opold Ye utiel Judah Greenwald 
I aa Halevi Herzog Ye hiel Jacob 

einberg and the ut tanding Ii -
ing Orth d x auth rity in Ameri a. 

o ein t in. 
Dr. Guttmann ha mad a ry 

valuable and important contribution 
by collecting, organizing and trans­
lating into English for the first time a 
wealth of extremely interesting ma­
terial hitherto known only to special­
i t . Thi material throws a great 
deal of light not only on the early 
tage of the Reform movement but 

on the ongoing controversy, now 
u tained for more than a century 

and a half, between those who be­
lieve in the de irability and legiti­
macy of change in Jewi h religiou 
practice and tho e who wi h to pre-

rve the e tabli hed halachic tradi­
tion from all attempt at ub tantive 
alteration. 

Bernard Martin 

i bb Hill I ii r profi r of J wi h tudi at C 
ni • rs"t . 

1< ur11a/ R l rm J udai m 
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Book Reviews 

The Book of Psalms: A New Translation According to the Traditional 
Hebrew Text. Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of 
America, 1972. 

To TRY TO TRANSLATE any part of Scripture is a perilous undertak­
ing, but the Psalms present an impossible task. Not only are many of 
them superb and searching poetry that demands the utmost of sensi­
bility and literary art; there are two other demands that make even 
genius insufficient. They are the twin problems of language and 
meaning, the basic text and what it meant when it was first set down. 

Despite the claim of tradition that David wrote the Psalms as 
response to the exigencies of his life, we know that they were 
composed over a period of half a millennium. The language of the 
Psalms varies enormously, not quite as much a the difference bet­
ween Chaucer and Auden, which i equally five hundred year , but 
sufficient to make even the most casual tran lator aware and de pair. 
How does one render the e difference into modern Engli h? 

How doe one e tabli h the simple meaning of the original? 
Texts may have been distorted. Text ma have been tran mitted 
faultily. Centurie may have ob cured m anin that were once so 
clear that no one bothered to note them. tran la tor today can 
ati fy even him elf that he ha reached the preci e meaning. Com­

parison with ancient tran lation into Aramaic Syriac or Greek are 
helpful. So i the search in parallel literature uch a U garitic which 
e tabli he point of reference but even the cannot be con idered 
conclu ive. 

Jerome' Latin ver ion of the P aim t the ba i for almo t 
all later tran lation . Jerome con ulted with a number of rabbi in hi 
refuge at Bethlehem. So hi cond ver ion the Gallic an i to a large 
degree a reflection of rabbinic interpretation. The King Jame ver ion 
i an Engli bed Latin of the P aim with empha i on maje ty and 
sonority. It i plendid if the are the criteria. However ome 
cholar will agree that the earlier Coverdale tran lation i warmer 
impler and often more exact than the King Jame ver ion. 

Mo t later tran lator leaned o heavily on the Authorized Ver-
ion that they are really only emendation to the urte t. Th old JPS i 

a notable example of uch timidity. The Hebrew original often em 
lo t. Many people would be urpri d to di cover that ver 6 of 
P aim 8 doe not read '' little lower than th angel but rather '' little 
lower than God' or '' little le than Divine a we are offered in thi 

Winter 1976 83 
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new attempt. Of course, the softening of the original goes back to the 
Septuagint as well as to Paul (Hebrews 2:6-9). 

The Hebrew text is often allusive rather than precise. The word 
pictures are most concrete, but their overtones are far beyond the 
obvious. How does a translator present the crabbed allusions of Psalm 
68? When the Hebrew is archaic, must he use fusty, old-fashioned 
archaisms? 

The recent redaction published by the Jewish Publication Soci­
ety was prepared by a small group of contemporary rabbis represent­
ing the three major strains of American Jewry. They have solved to a 
good degree part of the problems. The men are scholars and their 
arduous lucubrations were productive. They have consulted all the 
translations into many languages. They have searched parallel 
ancient literature. They have not settled for the obvious nor glossed 
over the difficult. If there are other possible translations, they say so 
in their footnotes. If they can't fathom the meaning, they admit the 
ob curity of the text and their own failure. Though not everyone will 
agree with everything they do, no one can fault their intention, their 
labor or to a significant degree, their result. 

However a line that presents the meaning of the original and 
lack the melody the cadence, and the overtone is only the raw 
material of a fini hed translation. It i thi plendidly tran lated raw 
material that we are given. The Psalm must not only read like the 
in pired religious poetry they are; they must ing. One hundred 
generation of Jew have chanted them in sorrow and joy. They never 
would have done o unle the P aim lifted their voice even more 
than they them Ive did. The new JPS ver ion will not lift u and 
I m not ure that we can lift it. 

Morrison D. Bial 

rri n D. Bial i Rabbi f Temple ma1 Summit y. 

i h P opl and Pale tine-Bibliophilic Pilgrimage Throu h 
Fi nturie . Being a catalog of an exhibition prepared by Charle 
Berlin from the Judaic College of the Harvard College Library com­
m morating the 25th anniver ary of the e tabli hment of the State of 
I ra 1 (Harvard Univer ity Library 1973). 

TH R BBi T i attered and mo t of u depend heavily on the 
illin ne of the HUC - JIR library taff to root out and to mail out 

4 CCAR Journal 
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books and materials that we need for our studies. Fortunately in 
recent years library and research facilities have multiplied with the 
growth of Jewish studies in the universities. A small number of 
college libraries have developed impressive Judaic collections­
none more impressive than Harvard. 

Harvard began seriously to collect Jewish materials some forty 
years ago when Harry Wolfson secured the Ephraim Deinard library 

, of some 12,000 volumes. The collection has grown steadily. It now 
numbers some 100,000 books-40,000 in Hebrew, 10,000 in 
Yiddish-which occupy a whole wing of one of the massive sub-

\ basements of Weidner Library. Under the energetic and determined 
guidance of its first full-time bibliographer, Charles Berlin, the 
collection has grown in breadth and depth and now can provide the 
necessary complement to Harvard' own graduate program in Jewish 
studie as well a offer it elf a an important a et to Jewi h tudies 
throughout the country. 

A catalog of thi collection wa publi bed in ix volume in 1968 
by the Harvard College Library. There is a one-volume helf Ii t 
which bring the collection up to 1970 and a catalog of Judaica in the 
Houghton library, Harvard rare book depository, which include 
all uch material regi tered before 1972. nlik ome Jewi h de­
po it tho e re pon ible know where the ~[XJ:;rn are and take good 
care of them. 

To ignal the emergence of thi collection a well a to provide 
ome indication of it range Berlin prepared in 1973 an exhibition of 

printed material relevant to Pale tine' hi tory before 1948 and 
publi bed concurrently an impre ive catalog of that exhibit. The 
lecture Yo f Hay in Yeru halmi gave at the exhibition preview open 
the book and provide a Baedeker guide to the one hundred and 
twenty item which were included and are reproduced here. 
Yeru halmi pre nt a imple and lucid explanation of thi exhibit and 
a hort clear review of the development of the printed book in the 
Holy Land. He draw effective pencil ketche of Eliezer A hkenazi 
the fir t printer of Hebrew book in Pale tine (Safed· third quarter of 
the ixteenth century) and of the indefatigable I rael Bak who revived 
Hebrew printing in the early nineteenth century and publi bed the 
fir t Hebrew book to be printed in Jeru alem ( 1841). Appropriately 
thi book wa a collection of the writing of the Sephardic proto­
Zioni t Hayyim Yo f David Azulai. 

In tho centurie printing wa not a quiet profe ion. Pub­
Ii her had not only the u ual financial trouble but wer beleaguered 
by cen or political interferenc and ven angry m b who were 

Winter 1976 85 
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quite prepared to wreck their presses. 
The exhibition includes a frontispiece of one of Azulai' s books 

and much else. The first item is a page from a fifteenth century 
travelogue in which a German visitor to Palestine tells of his trip amid 
stereotypic pictures of the Jew as usurer and money lender. The last 
item, dated May 14, 1948, presents the front page published by the 
Hebrew Press of Israel on Independence Day. Materials range from 
pages from Kabbalistic works, to a poster issued by the chief rabbi­
nate protesting the sale of non-kosher meat, to a 1914 advertisement 
in Hebrew of the film, ''The Last Days of Pompeii.'' This fascinating 
catalog is available in hard cover from the Hebrew Department of the 
Harvard College Library, a place more of us ought to be acquainted 
with. 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DA IEL J. SILVER i rabbi of The Temple and adjunct profe sor of religion, Ca 
We tern Re rve Univer ity, Cleveland. 

Studie in Jewish Thought, Simon Rawidowicz, Jewish Publication 
Society Philadelphia, 1974. 

S1Mo R 100 1cz (1896-1957) wa a competent profe ional 
philo opher an indefatigable publisher of Hebrew periodical and 
one of the more beloved cunnudgeons in recent Jewi h hi tory. 
tudie In Jewi h Thought pre ent twelve piece a lender election 

from hi ma ive oeuvre, almo t all of which originally were written 
in Hebrew or German. Thi anthology wa planned by a devoted son 
Benjamin C. I. Ravid· a good friend and colleague Nahum N. 
Glatzer· and a grateful univer ity Brandei in order to rai e 
Rawidowicz from the relative ob curity in which the be t of dia pora 
Hebrai t have had to work and to introduce him to a broader audi­
enc . 

tudi begin with a biographic e ay by the on who filial 
d tion i e pre ed in every line. Unfortunately the eulogi tic tone 
tand in the way of a critical appreciation of the fat her a philo opher 

and man of letter . Eulogie are appreciated by clo friend • tho 
h tand out ide the circle of intimacy re pond to critical apprccia­

ti n rather than uncritical adulation. One would have wi bed that thi 
t had been undertaken by someone who tood at ome di tance 
from hi ubject nor would the on have been denied the mitzvah of 
kibbud a ince hi tribute ha been publi hed for the grateful few a 
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an introduction to Rawidowicz' s collected essays Jyyunim Be­
Ma>,as>,evet Yisrael (Jerusalem, 1969). 

In reading Rawidowicz's biography I was attracted to the figure 
of Simon's grandfather, Chaim Isaac, who struck me as a mirror­
image of my own grandfather, Moses Silver. Both men were raised in 
Lithuania during the last decades of the nineteenth century; both were 
trained Talmudists (Volozhin-Slobodka); both were observant and 
remained so; both became ardent Zionists and, as proof of their 
special understanding of Jewish political reality, spoke Hebrew in 
their homes and conditioned their sons to fluency. Finally, both 
settled in Palestine after the first World War; one, Chaim Isaac, 
coming directly from eastern Europe, the other, my grandfather, 
arriving in Jerusalem after a quarter century in the United States. 

Eighty years ago orthodox eastern European Zionist-Hebraists 
were not a dime a dozen, and I was intrigued by the quite distinct 
impact of these fathers upon the careers of their ons. Where my 
father, as a youth in America, made the transition into the modern 
synagogue, western intellectual thought, and political Zionism, 
Simon Rawidowicz as a youth in Europe, walked a lonelier way, for 
he was without the support of an encouraging ommunity. Hi father 
brothers and sisters went to I rael but he emained in Europe. He 
became a Hebrew educator in Bialy tok but he taught language not 
faith. Quite early he lost touch with and would never feel close to 
I rael' God or the ynagogue. Simon was to remain a very pecial 
ca e among alienated Jews, the Jew who e mind wa teeped in 
Jewi h book and whose life wa involved with Jewi h activitie but 
who e pirit drew it value from cular norm out ide the Jewi h 
world. He would have been at ea e in Zion where one doe not need 
to re olve the di tance between Jew by conditioning and Jew by 
commitment. In the Dia pora he wa never at ea e, for he could not 
put Jew and Judai m together. He remained one of that mall band 
who were able to ma k even from them Ive the degree of their 
piritual paration from both traditional value and the contempor­

ary communal agenda under a cover of a lifelong cholarly and 
political involvement with a culture admired for what it had taught 
and a community accepted becau e that wa the way of the world. 

Rawidowicz wa a trained philosopher. In the 1930 he had 
hope of being appointed to the chair in Jewi h philo phy at the 
Hebrew Univer ity but that wa not to be. Hi Ph.D. the i wa on 
Ludwig Feuerbach and hi book-length e ay on Maimonide , 
Saadya Mendel hn and Krochmal remain u eful· indeed, the 
piece ''Wa Nachman Krochmal A Hegelian? publi bed in thi 
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volume is as clear an appreciation of the author of Moreh Nevuchei 

Ha-Zeman as I know. 
Rawidowicz was never able to sink roots. From Bialystok he 

went to Berlin for his university studies. From Berlin he went to 

Warsaw to organize a Hebrew publishing house. From Warsaw he 

returned to Berlin to be head of the Jewish Community Library. From 

Berlin he went to London to escape Hitler and to teach. From Jews' 

College he went to Leeds University where he could teach in academe 

rather than in a parochial setting. From post-war Britain he went to 

the College of Jewish Studies in Chicago, but he quickly deserted 

teacher training for the more prestigous setting of Brandeis. 

He was a man of many revision and few conclusions. He would 

have liked imply to be a Herr Professor, but his times and 

background made him a Jew; and Hebrew publishing, despite the 

minute ize of the audience, became a necessary act of private 

defiance again t Amalek. 
Rawidowicz wa perenially unhappy with the agenda of Jewi h 

life and gave ex pre ion to hi critici m in an endle tream of 

e ay . He was sympathetic with the pirit that brought J.,alutzim to 

the land but scoffed at Zioni ma lotion to the Jewi h problem. 

He mocked the Zioni t wi h for th normalization of Jewi h life not 

becau he idealized the htetl but becau he oppo d any dilution of 

intellectual or cultural tandard . Rawidowicz i at hi be t in tren­

chant critici m of the no trum offered a solution to th Jewi h 

problem. H wa an intellectual who had no patience with middle­

brow culture or impli tic logan . 
Rawidowicz fought bitterly with David Ben-Gurion and other 

o r the concept of helilut ha-go/ah. Th Dia pora ignificanc 

wa not theological but int llcctual. It had been culturally vital and 

could be gain. Hew unhappy with t imag of the tat a th 

pi ot around which J wi h Ii~ re ol d. H preti ff d to the 

J i h world an lli with the Di pora on of th point of 

conjunction and the Stat of I I the ot r. H wa unhappy when 

th tate t k t n m I I· t label ugg t d t appropriation of 

a titl hich belong d to all t children of I r I. H w unhappy 

that th Di por indiff rent to learning. imply put lilt mo t 

Euro n int II ctual of thi c ntury he pect d t wo t and 

hi bit d di in fort th· t of ordinary fol for good nd aling 

ord. 
In 'I r I E r Dying Peopl ' littl 

pc d originally inJudai m, Ra idowicz arg 
tic and optimi tic pirit hich n in t 

y which ap-
• t roman-

community 
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and which he finds alien to the Jewish spirit. ''The world makes 
many images of Israel, but Israel makes only one image of itself­
that of a being constantly on the verge of ceasing to be, of disappear­
ing'' (p. 210). Rawidowicz never understood the healing role of mes­
sianism in the life of a people, and freely expressed his disappoint­
ment whenever a fellow intellectual became a cheerleader for Reform 
or Socialism or Zionism. He had little faith in panaceas. Illusions 
were dangerous. Wisdom for Jews consisted in training men's minds, 
so that "this ever dying people is never taken by surprise." He ex­
pected the worst and found that he could live with open eyes and dig-

., nity; but there was a price. He remained an outsider and for all his 
realism here lay his most private hurt; the editor coveted a large, ap­
proving audience. 

Rawidowicz argued for the long view, a dampening of hopes, 
awareness of man's complex nature, learning. He failed, however, to 
specify the value around which this learning must form or the 
insights which would provide it with character and distinction. He 
saw the flaws in every practical political scheme and could be as 
critical of Dubnow or Ahad Ha-Am a of Weizmann; but he offered 
no alternative. He was an educator whose one demand wa that Jew 
learn Hebrew, a useful enterprise, but hardly an answer to the Jews' 
crise of the pirit. Hi tudie in Jewi h philo opher ranged from 
Saadya and Maimonide to Mendel sohn and Krochmal-all men 
who remained within the cla ic philo ophic-theological tradition of 
we tern civilization. Yet, it mu t be noted that he how a remarkable 
lack of intere t in contemporarie who approached theology and 
religiou philosophy from radically new per pective . One look long 
and without ucce for reference to the work of Buber or 
Rosenzweig. 

The e ay do more to illu trate the breadth of Rawidowicz 
knowledge than the originality of hi philo ophic y tern. Lawrence 
Berman tran lation of a chapter from Bavel Ve-Yeru ha/a 'im, 
called here '' I rael Two Beginning provide the neare t thing to 
a philo ophic po it ion paper. Rawidowicz et up two metaphor the 
term ba it ri hon and ba it heni, which he define re pectively a 
the etho of I raelite life up to the Babylonian exile and Jewi h culture 
after the return from that exile until modern time . He define with 
broad troke what he claim are the pecial characteri tic of the 
two complex age . Ba ,;, ri hon i pictured a pirited, unreflective 
en ual romantic direct in it approach to God pa ionate adole -

cent· while ba it heni i seen a reflective judgmental conceptual 
reali tic, ubtle patient mature. Rawidowicz i a ha it heni man; 
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all that is romantic and unreflective in the Haskalah, Reform, Jewish 

socialism or Israeli chauvinism is pilloried. He argues not for tradi­
tional Judaism per se (he had rejected for himself its terms of refer­
ence and obligation), but for its calm, worldly-wise, never surprised, 

rarely disappointed spirit. He attacks all naivete, all rushing out to do 

battle: the Canaanites who go back to nature and mock the academy; 
the Reformers who mistake a few prophetic phrases for social wis­

dom; the Zionists who offer parochial political solutions to the com­

plex, perhaps insoluble, problems of man in society. One can sym­
pathize with many of his criticisms, l,ut then what? If one cannot 

appropriate as one's own a particular intellectual world, that world is 

dead and a fit subject only for academic research. 
When the record of contemporary Jewish thought is finally 

drawn up, Simon Rawidowicz will merit a footnote. He was a 

prophetic but little-read editor whose writings deal with issues, most 

of which have long since passed from center stage. His flowery and 

elu ive tyle o typical of Hebraists in his day, does not suit our 

contemporary preference for simple, direct statements and does not 

gain by tran lat ion. Hi philosophic es ays will continue to benefit 

tho e who tudy the classic texts of J wi h thought and philosophy, 

but our i an emerging age in which th Jewish people are being 

recon tituted and Jewi h thought reformulated. Rawidowicz was a 

better critic than guide and those who will receive acclaim a the 

major thinker of our day will be the molder of Judai m new pirit, 

not tho who aw the flaw in every vision but offered none of their 
own. 
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Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle• Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio z.4106 

Dear Rabb 1 Si 1 ver: 

JEWISH BOOK CO 
15 ~~CIL OF AMERICA 

N T otn STREET 
• YO I , N. Y. 10010 

December 4, 1968 

In behalf of the Advisory Board, we are pleased 
to extend to you a cordial invitation to review for 
"In Jewish Bookland," the book (s) 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE MESSIAH IN MEDIEVAL JEWISH 
LITERATURE, by Joseph Sarachek 

The review (s) should be limited to a maximum 
of 250 words and will be due by February 15, 1969. 
Upon receipt of the enclosed reply card with your 
acceptance, we will forward a review copy of the book (s) 
to you. 

Thanking you for your anticipated cooperation, 
I am 

S lncerely yours, 

~/.(Z._.._. 
PHILIP GOODMAN 

TH· V 8 2 ECEMBE 24, 1967 



JEWISH BOOK COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
Sponsored by National Jewish Welfare Board 

FROM: A. Alan Steinbach, Editor 

TO: Contributors to 11 fn Jewish Bookland11 

In Jewish Bookla~~ is a review magazine devoted exclusively to appraising 
books of Jewish Interest. Its aims are: 

1. To encourage the reading of good books. 
2. To apprise readers of Jewish cultural developments in America In 

the English, Hebrew and Yiddish languages. 
3. To call attention to significant literary events among Jews In 

other countries, especially in Israel. 
4. To record and mention books of Jewish content or interest published 

in the United States, and as many as possible of those published 
elsewhere. 

5. To help Jewish readers evaluate books from the viewpoints of Jewish 
attitude and idealism. 

6. To serve as a handy and reliable reference for books of Jewish content 
published in the United States and, to some extent, elsewh re. 

Tom et the above objectives, an enormous number of books must be cover d 
in a limited space nece,sitated by a moderate budgetary allotment. Re• 
vi ers are therefore requested to cooperate by taking note of the following: 

1. Limit the review to 300 words for the mor Important books and les 
for books of secohdary importance. Mot books should be reviewed 
in 200 words or le s. 

2. A ct ion of ,In Jewish Book 1 and, headed "GI ean I ngs, 11 Is d voted to 
v ry bra f reviews. 

3. vi re urged to review their books promptly since It Is 
und 1r bl for too long a time to elapse between book' publication 
nd, r v,ew. A month after the receipt of a book, Its r vi 
hould b ,n the hands of the Associate Editor. Pl s do not wait 

r m,nd r. 
4. v r re urged to make definite recoamend tlon bout the book 

·gn d o h m. They may criticize dversely, but never unkindly. 
r vi r hould talk bout the book und r revl , not about 

no hr book h h,nks should have been written. Nor hould th 
r vi b ulogy of the author. 

5. In th ims of In tsh Bookl nd, proper r vi must direct 
o thos lements in the book which are of J I h Inter t. 

6, re r qu std to follow the following blbllogrephlcal ty1 
d of ach revi w: 

me of author. City of publ le tlon, n.n- of 
r, y ar of publlcatlon . Number of pg • Prlc of book. 

mpl • 
OF O ORO By David Cohen. Lo Angel , Golden Publl hlng 

ny, 1966. 224 p. $3,00. 

hou1d app ar at the bottom of th r vi with 
tion. 

ugg st ions. 
12/66 



.. 
, 

• • 

December 20, 1968 

oodm 
oo Council of America 

2nd r t 
. Y. 10016 

• 

ctrln of 
J wi h atur , by 

t r print tbout 
p bli h d 1932 

. Do you till t 

1ncer ly, 



JEWISH BOOK COUNCIL OF AMERICA , 
Pl'".,P~~ ,,., =~-,--,p,-.: -,p~,.... :,i,,-,t,ac:, ,,,:,,:, 11\CDM 111=' rrap,c 

15 EAST 26th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10010 • (212) 532-4949 

President 
DR. JUDAH ADI CH 

Past Presidents 
HY { B. BA 
DR .• foRTI. nm J. CoHE 
DR. OLO 1:0. GRA YZEL 
Dn. G1LUERT KLAPER fA 
On. SoL LIPTZI 
H BBi E1.Y E. P1L HJ 
DR. A. LA, STEI DACH 

Vice-Pre 'dents 
On. A I EL f. BLU t FIELD 

fR . CHARLE HWARTZ 

S er tary 
fn. FRA K CoH 

Trea tr r 
On. L F. LAND MA 

E Board 
0 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temp le 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Si lve r: 

January 7, 1968 

In view of what you write in your letter of December 
20 concerning ,.The Doctrine of Th Nessfah In Medieval 
J i sh Literature, 11 I wou Id pp rec late If you wou Id do • 
"Gleaning" that is , an uns igned r v iew of the book within 
50 to 100 words . I trus t t ha t you will find this 
f sible. 

ny thanks fo r your cooper tlon. 

S lncerely your , 

PHILIP GOODMN 
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A Revl by Dr. Daniel J remy Silv r 

on 

"Th Doctrln of The Meaaiah in Medlev 1 Jewlah l:,lter tare" 

By Jo eph Sarachek, D. H. L. 

In 932 Dr. r chek publis hed The Doct rlne of the 

After n op nlng ch pter on the concept of the Mee•lah he 

• to lz d th thin 1n of tw lve well-known m di val Jewlah pblloaoph r 

on thi t . In 1t d y thi book waa welcomed in that Lt made v llable 

C ct for th f ll r n of tho u ht of Saadia, Halevl, Malmonld , 

C C ' c. on h nic • Thia book l a thorough nd comp tent 

or nd h no - u li h tho t H rmon Pre••• (1968). 

r. a on 0 d tor b ve hel d 11• to 

d nd th t oct 0 l h C n not b tr t d phlloaophlc 

co C t 0 t ot to y of J h y t cl m. If p ln mlnd 

r. C ' 0 n only th hllo ophlc urf ce of far or 

co ll y ty lcon lt r publ le tlon. 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Si Iver 
Tifereth Israel 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Clevela nd , Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 5, 1972 

In b ha l f of the Advisory Board we are pleased to extend 
to you a co rd ial invitation to re.view for "In Jewish Bookland, 11 

the f o.: 1 ow i n g book ( s) : 

Eban, by Robert St. John 

Th revi w shou ld be limited to a maximum of two hundred fifty 
words and will be due by February 1, 1973. 

Upon rec ipt or the enclosed reply card with your acceptance, 
w w111 forward a r eview copy of the book (s) to you. 

Thanking you fo r your anticipated cooperation, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

PHILIP GOODMAN 

71-590-2 
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, EBAN by Robe rt St. John, Doubleday & Co. , Inc. 1972, S42 pp. $10. 00 
Reviewed by Dan iel Jeremy Silver 

., 
"Pan-e-gyr - ic: an oration, discourse or writing ln pralse of a per•on or 

,, 
thing. His eye on t he American m arket for Israeli haglographa, St. John ha• 

u ed his graceful pen, a tape reco r der and Mrs. Eban's voluminous •crap book• 

to write an enthusiastic and extrava gant biography of Israeli'• Forelgn Mlnlater. 

Abba Eban has had a truly distinguished diplomatic career durlng whlch 

he h s ende red himself particularly t o diaspora Jewry by hi• fiuent advocacy 

of I ra li policies a nd Jewish rights. St. John obviously enjoyed bl• bright and 

lit r ub·ect. At the s me time E ban must have been a dlfficult hero. All 

hi if hi o e has been slightly off center, carrying out •omeone el••' 1 orde r1 

r th r th n m kin th final decisions. E b n' h been the eloquent volce rather 

th n th d ci 1v vote nd ten thousand ape ch a, however eloquent, do not make 

n c"tin tory lin . 

E i h b t on the platform and ln th limelight. He ba• few peer• 

nd d r. i t hi wors t wh n he feel fruatrated by hl• 

up i.or . n r m y proud man he ha difficulty keepiq hl• •10 under con-

o. 0 i h1 mo c l y vid nt th n in b l • recountlna of bl■ •adden 

l V 
. t th ge of thirty-t o to be the repreaent-on 

iv of h n bor t t t h Un1t d ation•. H ,c nnot av.old . wmece11ary 

d -m h d apor Z onlst 1 d r• whom he a.II a11pplanted. 

0 dm rah ll d publlc oplnlon • lllfllll d -

0 d 1 0 z n t mov m nt . " nd •tat ■m n. • . aow able 



• 

to give hi s full attention to the cause and none a professlonal dlplomat, " whlch 

translates t o mean that they hadn't lived off the Zlonist treaaury. 

E ban is not history but encomium, a calculated risk by an author who 

hopes the F oreign Minister will become Prime Minister and thla panegyric hla 

authorized biography. Perhaps,. As Eban.,himself says: ''I am not an entlrely 
. , ~ 

contented man. I have a great yearnlng for certain thln1• whlcb are not attaln­

ble while I hold my present office: 11 but, lf ao, other• wlll aarely j11d1• Eban 

more critically and honestly. 
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Passover a Key to Jewish E . 
eraence 

ET MY PEOPLE llO: A Handah. mus. by Mark Po6-
wal. N. Y., Darien House, 1972. 128 p. $7.95. Piper• 
bound $3.95. • 
FEAST F HISTORY: Passover Throu1h ttlt Aces as 
Key to Jewish Experience witll a New Translation 
~, the Hagcadah. N. Y., Simon & Schuster, 1972. 

250 11. $12.50. 
Y PASSOVEI HAHADAff. By Ron C. Entel and JudiVI 
M. Benn,n. Illus. by Lita Gree®e1"f. Van Nuys, 

Ca l., OFA Publishers, 1S71. 88 p. $1 .50. 
HE CHILDREN'S HUGADAH. Ed. 11y A. M. Silbennann. 

11:us. by Erwin Singer. London, Routledge & Ke,san 
Pau!; N.Y., Phil ;i>P Feldhe:m, 1972. 99 p, $6.00. 

Of the making of Haggadot there is 
o end. In Theodore Bikel's eloquent 
nd moving introduction to Let M11 

0 eopl, Go, he asserts that Abraham 
aari's Bibliogra.ph1J of th• Pa.aover 

1agga.dah records 2,717 edition (since 
he publication of Yaari's major work 
ther bibliographers have cited hundreds 
f additional editions). Therefore, Bike} 
sks, "How i this Haggadah different 
rom all other Haggadahs !" He anawers 
hat it is in the arti t's illustrations 
hat portray the plight of the Jews in 
he Soviet Union as a parallel to the 
r elite in Egyptian bondage. Ind d, 
e title exemplifies the agonizing cry 

f orld Jewry to the Kremlin, echoing 
!o ' ummon to Pharaoh. Dr. Pod­
, l, a phy ician by vocation, has pro­
• d d num rou black-and- bite, pen­
nd-ink dra ·ngs depicting the brutal 
pp ion inflicted upon Soviet Je -

• Th crucial human dimen ion of 
e ubj ct, the l rge format with read-
I ty nd the n ble price hould 

this n H d h edition at-

e book, written in a lively, 
is devoted to the origins and 

Passover and to the develop­
e Haggadah. While the Hag­
brew text is traditional, the 
abbreviated English transla­
tirely new, except for the 

Biblical ections including the Psalms 
for whieh the author u ed the "King 
James (or Authorized) Version." His 
rationale .for using this version instead 
of a Jewish translation seems hardly 
justifiabl The songs have been freely 
translated to present the spirit and 
rhythm of the original lyrics which the 
translator succeeds in achieving. 

M11 Pauover Hagga,da,h, was prepared 
tor children in the lower primary grades 
and should enable them to participate 
with a fairly good degree of under­
standing in their family Seda.rim. The 
traditional bles ings in Hebrew and Eng­
lish with music (melody lines), the Four 
Question,, the story of the Exodu in 
imple e, and a good selection of 
ongs from the Haggadah and other 

sourc are included in this text. 
The Cmldren.'• HQ,l}gail.a.h, edited by 

Dr. Silbermann with a free, interpretive 
tran lation by Isidore Wart.ski and 
Arthur Saul uper, is uniqu . Especial­
ly int ing ar th colorful and 
movable Jllu trations that can capture 
the attention of the young ones through­
out the 1 n hy hom rvice. Printed 
in lar in black and r , th book 
ha append a 1 tion of Sed,.,-
m lodiu. Thi is th sixth edition of 
thi popular Ha adah hie ha fa -
cinated two neration ot children. Thia 
r vi er po,ue::i5ea a 1 35 di io ( ith• 
out the E liah tran lation) hich is 

·in In and tom n rly t bred 
from u by a on nd dau hte 
throu hout h r childhood 

m n, ll thor of Th, Pti 
g'I/. 

St. John Biogra 
Of Eban, Pane 
WI. a, Robert SL Jolt•. N.Y., 

542 p. $10.00. 
"Pan-e-gyr-ic: an oration. 

or writing in praise of a 
thing." His eye on the Ameri 

for Is 

lul pe 
corder 
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• ENCYCLOPEDIA JUDAICA (16 volumes) Edited by Cecil Roth 

(Keter, Macmillan) Jerusalem 1972 

Reviewed by Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Probably the most important event in our scholarly world last year 

was the publication of the Encyclopedia Judaica (EJ) under the general editor­

ship of the late Cecil Roth. The volumes are beautifully printed and the page• 

are full of colored reproductions, charts, maps and photographs which give 

th books a live and vigorous air. For those of us who were weaned on the 

Jewish Encyclopedia (JE) the new EJ emits a sense of life and of the present 

which the softer print and more modestly styled older set simply did not exude. 

Th most riking fact about these volumes is the speed with which 

h y w r a s mbl d and published. In July 1968 I received a letter from Arthur 

Hyman, Editor of th EJ' Department of Jewi h P ilosophy, asking me to con--
·but n ic on H y d Heretics. In F bruary of 1972 The Temple 

L ·br ry r c • v d th co plet d ncyclopedia, all sixteen volume , all twelve 

ho n r icl , 11 1 v n million words, surely a track record for such 

. 
p OJ ct d n ind ic • on of h t chnological impact of compute ra on J wlah 

chol r hi . 
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suspicion that some articles were so delayed that they simply were never printed. 

The addendum is unfortunate, and only partially obviated by the introduction in 

Volume One. Many will miss such important articles as the one on the Hebrew 

language which appear the re. 

The EJ was published by Keter and the Israel Institute For Scientific 

Tran slat ion, a combination which prides itself on being able to put out three 

hundred new pages a day. The efficient speed of this combine brings in a 

useful annual profit of one and a half million dollars to the Israeli economy, but 

I suspect that the speed of this edition reflects Jewish psychology as well as 

economics. Many in Israel were eager that the never-completed German Ency-

clopedia Judaica receive an appropriate completion. As if to perpetuate that un:-

finished but invaluable work, a number of articles from it have been translated 

and placed in the EJ. Part of the cost of EJ was d frayed by German reparation• -
mon y. Th speed of EJ's publication tells something about our nervouaneaa 

bout ime. We have had too many projects cut off by pogron, exile and genocide. 

To nd project is as important as beginning it. 

EJ* - the fi st Jewish encyclopedia to use picture• of a computer aa 

p t of it 11 ing promotion. Ivory towerists may be offended by EJ' br ah -
vi or nd . 

l ple u e in speed and efficiency, but I confess I waa not. The 

EJ' -
0 

h 

. ph • i on the todays and tomorrows of Jewish life. Ita Judaism belon11 

iv p opl . 

b n. 

I lw y felt that the JE presented Jud l m , - flnl1hed thin1, 
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JE was also an enlightened encyclopedia for the enlightened. Material 

on eastern Europe, on Yiddish, on magic and Kaballah was thin or disdainful. Per 

contra EJ is full of statistics on education in Israel and Jewish community organi­

zations in all lands. Perhaps its most important theological contribution is the 

section of mysticism and Kaballah which was edited and largely written by the mas­

ter, Gershon Scholem. 

"Why publish a Judaic encyclopedia in Jerusalem in English?" Part 

of the answer is economics. Some twenty volumes of the Ensyklopedia Ivrit have 

appeared and this general work is moving toward its massive and costly completion. 

Hebrew language Biblical and Talmudic encyclopedias are being published. Even 

th I raeli book buying public has a saturation point. Another part of the answer 

d rives from Zionism. EJ asserts the claims of Israeli scholarship to primacy -
in th world of Jewish learning. Germany had its day in the late 19th century 

which was marked by the Real-Encyclopadie des Judentums, the English speaking 

world had it day which was signalled by the JE and now Jewish learning centers in -
J ru al m which to EJ' s editors is its natural home. On the cloth jacket of each 

• 
vol-...... •L- th y p int d the familiar prophetic text: "Come, let us go up to the moun-

t in of Lo d, to the House of the God of Jacob and he will teach us of his way• 

nd will w in his paths for the law shall go forth from Zion and the word 

of h Lo rd o J rusalem. " On the spine of each book, . what you aee when it 

h lv , th wo d can be read: "God, Zion; Jerusalem. " 
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A slight scent of scholarly chauvinism hangs over the EJ, but it's not 
. -

altogether unrefreshing to have an encyclopedia which is not tormented by all 

the tensions of the Diaspora. Anti-semitism and comparative religions are dealt 

with without equivocation. 

The EJ was not only edited in Israel, but is to a large degree about 

Israel. Sections on the great archeological sites, coins and currency, immi­

gration and absorption, modern Hebrew and writing and art are remarkably full 

and complete. Yet, this is not an Israeli encyclopedia. fil' contains a large 

number of articles on the cities of the exile, not only the great centers of Jewish 

life described before, but the small communities of eastern Europe and of the 

near eastern Diaspora. It is about the folk as well as about the mighty - about 

little Hasidic shtetls as well as "big givers. " 

Every encyclopedia reflects its time, place and editors. The JE was -
done by Wi senschaft oriented scholars who considered themselves reasonable 

men who sought to project to other reasonable men, Jews and non-Jews, an under-

andin of our religious tradition. EJ reflects a now modern and broader defl-

nition of Jud ism a way of life and variegated culture. Achad Haam baa trl-

umphed. I' 11 abo t Hebrew and Habimah as well as God's holiness. 

Th EJ is not without faults. Many of the assigned articles were re-

ritt n by un n h nd , in many cases by men for whom English obviously w • 

no n tiv on • om ffectively written plec I were turn~ into pro• le 

ncyclop • h rticle is signed, but the ••n•• of a aln1l• rather proaalc 

y p t Th r ms also to have been dealre to •••um• that a 

---
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strong Z ionism and a moderate traditionalism a.re appropriate norms. Typically, 

in repo rting Samuel Raphael Hirsch's lack of sympathy with early Zionist under­

takings no reference is made to his writings on the subject; rather we read apol­

ogetics "that his writings are not altogether devoid of traces of love of Zion. " 

My own experience leads me to believe that the originally submitted biography of 

Hirsch had included a precise quote or two. Let me present the basis of my sus­

picion b ased on experience with my piece on Heresy and Heretics. My original 

ubmission began: 

Heresy designates ideas judged intolerable by 
those who control the religious apparatus. Her­
etics are those who espouse such beliefs or abide 
the special practices they entail. The he retie 
may be bitter or cynical or defiant, but he i• not 
an apostate {Talmud Bavli, Hullin 13b) and often 
believes that he represents true Judaism. 

I h v tri d to set out the issue without giving r ligious authority the benefit of 

th doubt. Thi wa a little too much for the unseen hand. The introduction 

writt n nd 

om co r 

0 

nt back to me in this form: 

re y, belief in ideas contrary to those advocated 
by r ligious authorities. Because Judaism haa no 
on official formulation of dogma against which 

r y can be defined, it has no clear cut defini­
tion of h r sy. The heretic may be distingui bed 
f om th postate in that, although he holds belief 

h. ch r contrary to accepted doctrines, he doe• 
not nounc his religion entirely. 

o d nc the piece appeared in a way that balanced m tter• 

ou ly, ut till g ve atabliahed uthority every beneAt: 

- --
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Heres y, belief in ideas contrary to those advocated 
by rel ig ious authorities. Because Judaism has no 
one official formulation of dogma against which here­
sy can be defined, it has no clear cut definition of 
heresy. A heretic may be distinguished from an 
apostate in that, although he holds beliefs which 
are cont rary to currently accepted doctrines, he 
does not renounce his religion and often believes 
that he represents the true tradition. 

A similar chain of change e ffected the conclusion of this article: 

Original Submission: 

When Mose s Me ndelssohn wrote that he knew of 
"no rights upon persons or things which can 
properly have any connection with or dependence 
upon doctrine" (Jerusalem, pp. 104), he was· 
breaking entirely new ground. In the 19th and 
20th centuries, some liberal thinkers have argued 
on pragmatic and ethical grounds that mistaken 
notions can be opposed only by gentle reason and 
the example of the living comm1111ity, but those 
who are bound by the terms of rabbinic Judaism 
retain the category of heres y and concern for 
its control. 

Th ed·tor reph a d Mendelssohn to suit his. traditional apologetics and refused 

ny u 

or ip 

t· on th t the rabbinate m ight still engage in heresy hunting nd cen-

h n Mo es Mendelssohn wrote his Jerusalem 
in hich h maintained that no one should be 
puni h d for the opinions he holds but only for 
h ct1on he commits, he was breaking entirely 

ound. In th 19th and 20th centuries lib-
1 think r have argued that mistaken notions 

ould b oppos d only by gentle reason and th 
1 livin community. However, those who 

to Orthodox Jud lam c n atlll flnd aome 
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I was able to get them to respect Mendelssohn, but not my concluding judgment. . 

The final printed copy reads: 

When Moses Mendelssohn wrote his Jerusalem 
he maintained that the community had no legiti­
mate authority over anyone's opinions, an origi­
nal argument, far- reaching in its consequences 

and breaking entirely new ground. In the 19th 
and 20th centuries liberal thinkers have argued 

that all attempts at restricting ideas are self­
defeating and that mistaken notions can be op­
posed only by gentle reason. However, . those who 

adhere to Orthodox Judaism can still find some 
meaning in the term heresy, though few modern 

religious authorities are likely to institute anti­
heretical proceedings. 

Every writer had his own experience with EJ's editors; many conversations have -
convinced me that mine was not the only signed article which was turned a bit 

from it ori inal focus. 

With it all EJ provides us with a good and valid encyclopedia. Those -
int r t d in hi toric theology and philosophy may find that some articles are not 

th qua of th ir JE predecessors. Some may not be, but some are better. The -
ticl on J ru 1 m is a masterpiece. Any judgement should recog~ize that 

EJ' - t vi t u i that it is concerned not merely with antiquarian scholarship. 

JE - nt d u compl ted faith. EJ presents us the Jewish people. - It'• much 

mo Vl O OU , 1 rt nd vibrant. When Dr. Isadore Epstein finished the JE -
it w fin· h d . h n Dr. Vigidor et al completed the£ they announced that n 

nnu vol dditional material would b published. Thi po t hoc publlah-, 

in p o r fl ct th mental set of those who organised the project and I, 

o on oo fo w d o ch succeeding volume. 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA JUDAICA (16 volumes) Edited by Cecil Roth 

(Keter, MacMillan) Jerusalem 1972 

Reviewed by Daniel Jeremy Silver 

A new encyclopedia is always an event. Any attempt to embrace 

an area of knowledge is nec~ssarily a gargantuan effort. The task is 

particularly demanding when it describes a people who have lived creatively 

.for nearly four thousand years on every continent and whose faith and personal~ 

achievements have affected every aspect of civili-zation. The publishing of the 

Encyclopedia Judaica, sixteen volumes, twelve thousand articles, eleven 

million words and nine thousand illustrations, is just such an event and one 

which this reviewer was proud to be associated with as a contributor. Attract-

·vely bound and printed the Encyclopedia Judaica represents an important 

res arch tool for anyone wishing to understand Judaism or the Jewish people. 

This is the third English language Jewish encyclopedia. Each 

p ent not only the state of Jewish scholarship at the time of publication, 

but a particular generation and its attitudes. The Jewish Encyclopedia waa 

compl t d early in this century by the first generation of European acholar• to 

·mmi r to the e bores. It is a classic work, a work of the enlightened for 

h nl" h n d. M n then had faith in progre•• and reaaon and thoae aapect• 

of r on h1ch were mystical or enthusiastic were kept at arm'• length. In 

h 930 Th Universal Jewish Encyclopedia covered the area practically, 

ch n 

p b 

y d t rs ly and most of ita article• cli■cua ed the economic baae of 

1n J w h ocial organiz tion. The new Encyclopedi Judaic thou1h 

d ·n ngl sh w not edited in the U.S. A. but in Jeru■alem d repre-

• 

n nd s t th interest• of the new 1 d. There re lon1 detailed • ction• 

• 

... 
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on Biblical a rcheology; the history, sociology and demography of the modern 

state and of th~se events - Hitler and the Holocaust - which led up to 1948. 

The Encyclopedia Judaica affirms the vitality of the Jewish people, 

but it is a lso a memorial. After World War I German Jewry began an 

Enc e dia Judaica, a project which was interrupted at the letter "L" by 

the violence of Hitler. The new encyclopedia borrowed the title of the old 

and includes some two dozen translations of articles which had appeared on 

it pa e in order to signal the indomitable spirit of Jewish life and learning. 

There i s today a rather belated recognition that civilization is 

om hing m o r e than the contributions of Greece, Rome and Europe and, . . 

many ithin Christendom are beginning to recognize that Jewa continued to 

b r li io y imaginative people long aft r th Bible was canonized and 
• 

th n w fai h had et out on its New Testam nt way. Any school which trie• 

to c thi broader history will find the Encyclopedia Judaica uaeful not 

on y fo m 

n i hbor . 

1 th ological and literary, but al o to learn more about clo•• 

h r • a fine article on the Jewi h community of Cleveland, 

no 

on, 

0 

m 

on h t tl m n of J ws in Ohio, a long hi tory of Jew• in the U.S. A . . 

r V doz n biographies of important member• of the Cleveland 

omm n· y nd much "nformation on the communal and religiou or1ani- • 
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00 
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ETI ICAL WRITINGS OF MAIMONIDES 

Raymond L. Weiss with Charles E . Butte rworth 

New York University Pr e ss 1975 

There is n o de arth of English translations of Maimonides' corpus; though 

many works were rathe r fr e ely trans la t e d b e fore the strict canons of modern scholar-

ship were established. Shlomo Pine s' tra nslation of the Guide is a classic of the 

new standard, a standard Ray Weiss and Charles Butterworth have worked to match 

in this slender antholog y fo c used on eth ic s. 

The editors have culled r~ie.lll!W!l!lli sections of Pines' Guide and added 

their translations of relevant materia l fr om She moneh Peraqim, the letter to Al-

Afdal on H alth, the lette r to Joseph Ibn Judah on his political squabble with Samuel 

b n Ali; Maimonid s' youthful Treatise on L o gic, and the opening and closing vol-

m s of th Misl n h To r a h. The r suiting volum e provides a fresh reading of these 

rial wh"ch v n those hoar familiar ith th Maimonidean oeuvre will 

find s imu tin s inc th y p r the pr cis ion of the master's language and the 

rro nc nd sp rity of h i s writing. 

nyon w o k to nt r th fi ld of J ewish thics finds himself simul-

n ou ly 
. 

ro n n 
. 1n n oc n of w i ing on law, character and motivation and high 

nd yon r ly d d b ch, almost bare of systematic writings on thi 

ubj C • 0 C yob V in his introduc tion: "the Biblical-rabbinic tra-

. . . h ic such, " ( p. 3). B fore apologetea for th revealed 
10 0 0 Ul 

l 
. structural probl m . Revelation ls all-l y u 

r • 0 l b 0 yd , not b cau se the y are beneficial to the de-
\ 

V l pm n h of 
. lord b ut b caus they are God' 1 w • Eth-

0 n O Cl r , 
• 

. 1 di 
. Judaism ann ot dis n gage itself from the non-
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systematic considera tions of a larger truth. 

As one who affir1ned Sinai, Maimonides could not and did not utilize fully 

the Aristotclan demarcation of ethics as a distinct discipline. He never wrote a 

_specia l treatise on ethics; nevertheless, Aristotelian categories appear and reappear 

in his writings \Vh never these deal with questions of value, character formation or 

the purpose of law. Maimonide s follows Aristotle in considering thics as a branch 

of practical philosophy or political sci nee. The doing of ethics is a didactic and 

social enterprise rather than an attempt to for1nulate moral absolutes. Through ethi­

cal considera tions and thically based social conventions men aim to control the pas­

sions "so that r ason can take command of the appetitive parts of the soul" (p.12). 

W iss continue s: "Although a moral ducation r quires that correct opinions be 

taught and that ac ions pr paratory to virtue be performed, the goal is the formation 

of e ·ght ~har t r tr its in th soul's app ti iv parts. Ethics, then, is prim-

ari y cone rn d not with opini ns, :vh i h ar in the rational pa rt of the soul, not 

v n ith hu 

r r • t . 

ton (p. 3). 

y 0 n 

0 

1 

vity ill h 

tr n , 

. 
l n , 

p C 

n ons, but, r th r, with the moral virtues which are noble char-

y fo m th foundation within th soul for p rforming the right 

. . 
tm Ill c p d Ar istotl 's cone pt of the gold nm an as the be t 

u th n ·u l bu disp rat app tit sand ambitions of m n so a 

r lly cc p d opinions which r gulate human action•" (p. 9) and 

0 

u f 

n f 

n fi • l r 

c· l o d r. H b l i v s that m aningful ethical acti-

ul • • h r tion of an orderly aoci 1 al\d politic 1 

iv i n f p s n l qualities which h lp an individu l mast r 

n g g e in that ph ilo so ph i c activity w h ich l ad a to 

l wi h 'nobl 'and 'b e'. Philo o yd al w,th 'tru ' 
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and 'false'. Ethic s is, to a degree, culturally conditioned. Philosophy seeks the 

unconditional and unive rsally valid. 

Weiss poin ts out Maimonides' tendency to formulate his opposites so as 

to arrive at an auste r e , e ve n ascetic, norm, which the philosopher identifies with 

"the standard followe d by the wise men" and enjoins "upon everyone" (p. 6). The 

anthology includes the we ll-known Chapter Five of M. T. Deot in which Maimonides 

describ s the restraine d conduct expected of the sage. Unfortunately, the introduc­

tion does not raise those que stions to the Maimonidean position which might help a 

read r evaluate its consequenc s. The sage is obviously one of God's noblemen, 

b t what are th implications of the requirement that a sage is not to "accustom him-

s lf o he conduct of th e res t of the people" (M. T. Deot 5:5 p. 43)? The Maimonidean 

thic is not only litist b ut •fundamentally undemocratic. He demeans the acts of de­

e ncy, love, charity ngag d in by ordinary folk and d enounces all non-PhD's as 

II os ho a lk in d r kn s s " ( p. 4 8). 

I ould have w ished for a more complete introduction than the brief 

co m n W i s m s on the various sel ctions. It would have been helpful had 

pr vi d info m tion on the influence of the asceticism and operative anthropology 

o h r n of t y a nd other influential Muslim groups on the master's thought. 

t oul l oh v b n h l pful had he discussed the basis of Maimonides' assump-

. 
on t ·m p nt on com pa nionship, physical intimacy, even the arts, represent 

• 

i sh s provid d a n xcellent but terse xplanati<?n of Maimonides' 

0 l log· nd i f rma l pr cursors. This book will be useful to students of me-

i V l il o hy how nt to ompare Maimonides' analysis of ethical cat gorie 

d1 va l thin ker. Those who assign this book to undergraduates as 

in J i h thlc will find it less useful. The empha is is on the formal 
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elements in the writings of one man an d the explanatory material is sparse as if 
I 

the authors had taken the master literally; "silence is a fence around wisdom" (M. 

T. Deot 2:5, p. 33). 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 
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The Ethical Writings of Maimonide . Edited and tran lat d by Raym nd L. 

W i with Charle E. Butterworth. ew York: ew York Univer ity Pre . 

1975. 
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tan did not utiliz 

i ipline. H n r 
ti thi ; 
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th rati nal part f th ul, nor e en 
ith human a ti n , but. rather. with the 

moral irtu . whi h ar n bl chara ter 
trai . Th fi rm th fi und ti n within 
th oul t r perfi rming th right ac­
ti n." (p. 3) . 

Maim nid 
nc pt of th 

way t bal n 

pt d ri t ti ' 
ld n mean a th be t 
t th n tural but di ·pa-
ambit' f 

at th • • a d 
• • w • a tion '' 

p d rg of 
• r. • t meaning-

ful thi al ti • ii o fi-
• It : t ti n f n 

• poli • tru tur nd 
p u liti hi h h Ip 

n indi idu r hi • . thu 
f • • ·nth t philo ophi 

ru pen; pti n. 
n •• nd .. b· c:· 

u • and 
t 

ment that a age i not to ·' accu tom 
him elf to the conduct of the re t of the 
people" (M. T. De'ot 5:5, p. 43)? The 
Maimonidean ethic i not only eliti t but 
fundamentally undemocratic. He de­
mean the acts of decency, love, charity 
engaged in by ordinary folk and de­
n unce all non-PhD' as ''tho e who 
walk in darkne " (p. 48). 

I would have wi hed for a more 
mplete introduction than the brief 
mmen~ Wei make on the variou 

ele tion . It would have been helpful 
had h pro ided infonnation on the in­
fluen e of the cetici m and operative 
anthropology of the Brethren of Piety 
and th r influential Mu lim groups on 
th m t r' thought. It would al o ha e 
be n helpful had h di u ed the b i 
f Maimonide • umption that hours 

mpanion hip, phy ical inti­
n the arts, repre ent a w te of 

1 h pr id d an cell nt but 
planation of Maimonide • fonnal 

lo i and i formal precu rs. Thi 
bo k ill b u eful t tud nt f 

mp 
it . 

I phil ph ho want to com-
im • • nal i of ethi al 

oth r m die I 
i n thi k to 

primer in Jc i h 
u ful. The m­
l I ment in the 
d p ry 
f the u 
II : • • ii 

m·· (M. T. D • 012:5. 

Dani I Jr m ii r 

land and ~u t p 
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Edah Velashon No. 1. Publications of the Hebrew University Language 

Traditions Project. The Hebrew Language Tradition of the Baghdadi Com• 

munity: the Phonology. Hebrew with English title-page, preface and table of 

contents. Editor, S. Morag. Jerusalem, 1977. Pp. XII+ 145. 

The In titute of Jewi h Studie of 
the Hebrew Univer ity collects authentic 
Hebrew language tradition by making 
recording as long a there are till living 
"informant " of the different com­
munitie . The Project concentrate on 
five area : Bible with Targumim. Mi h­
nah, Talmud, Liturgy. and Bible tran la­
t ion into the vernacular. 

After article based on the recorded 
material ha e already appeared in differ• 
ent place ( ee, e.g., Morag' "Pr nun­
ciati n" in£. J . ), th Proje t now open 
it own erie of m nograph with th 
phonology of the Hebrew ·pok, n by the 
Jew f Baghdad . The de ·cription i 
based n Bible Mi hnah and Talmud 

le tion read by fi e Baghdad rabbi . 
A pe ial ph neti alphabet e • pre aJI 
·had f n onants and owel • as well 

tone, tre , pitch and duration . 
Th book begin with a h rt hi -

tor and th lingui ti tradition f 
Baghdad Jew . At th end it feature 

m f th tran ribed t ts and an 
inde of all anal zed word . Th und 

t m that emerge i a • • phardi " 

n in that kamar ,t.adol i lik patac h 

nd t er like e o/ . The ar al 
hara teri tic f th Pale tin ian 

M reti pointin which a ra 
t Baghdad pr nun iati k t 

tinian influ nc . Thu in pit 
aphy, Ba hd dian H brew i 

n t .. Babylonian.. hil Yem nite, fi r 

in t • 
m 

d tailed findin n c n 
2- 40) an be gi en here: da 

Fall J 97 

wulageshed bet and da/et are alike in 
Baghdadi Hebrew, namely "hard" /b/ 
and /d/ re pectively, whilegime/, kaf, pe 

and tm· appear a tops and pirant re-
pectively. Spirant gime/ i realized a a 
oft continuou /g/ and pirant ta,· like 

the unvoiced Engli h th. The pharynge­
al ayi11 and chet appear alway as voiced 
and unvoiced fricative re pective)y (the 
way we hear them in L rael in the so­
called Oriental pr nun iati n) . Similar 
to ur u ag , aleph i realized only in the 
deliberate pronunciati n of word · like 
nir' ah or he' erers. while he at the end of 
a yllable ome ut tr ngly and with­
out a ocal hm. e.g. , )ihyeh , tehclar. 
Furth r, }1t.'•mc1piq in the Bibi i clearly 
pronounc d: ,ilollhh. gan1hh, hl•.·rndahh . 

Al tet an tJuli ar pron un ed in the · 
arabicizing way, i .. , a. emphatic . Fi­
nally, waw (= Engli h ,i·), qof (deep. 
u ular) and re,h (tongue-roll d) fa)) into 

Arabi ound pattern. 
The cla e\lr forte i meti ulou Jy 

b er d. E n at the beginning of a 
w rd ( f. Ge eniu 20c-f). geminati n 
an take pl and m time 1t I ex• 

tended to lett rs with ut dage\lr orte, 

in luding r \h and het . Ba hdadi pr • 
nun iati n fi ature a tran iti nal /w/ and 
/y/ re pe ti ly with the furtive f><1ta~1 . 

The unwritt n emi- wel ar 
like i g minated. e.g., haruwwa h, 

hali .Hl I, . 
With re ard to Baghdadi Hebrew 

wel pp. 41 - 6 ), let u nly mention 
that hiriq in an unstre d yllable may 
be r alized a hwa, e .g. , wa • ·eqa~, 
that / may und like lrl-.c, or like 

7 



BOOK REVIEWS 

/a/, and that, as in other Sephardic tradi- from the Hebrew University Language 

tion , the kamat katan i /a/ before a Tradition Project, until everyone's home 

chataf kamat e.g .. na' omi, lemahorat. Hebrew-reading tradition will get its turn 

There follow long ection on the slnva (in the case of thi reviewer, North­

(pp. 64-83) and on tre (pp. 89- 114). German A hkenazic), giving him the 

Thi minute, preci e and authentic good feeling that it ha been preserved 

analy i of one tradition of poken - or for future generation . 

rather read - Hebrew make one look 
forward to description yet to come out Werner Weinberg 

WERNER WEINBERG i profe or of Hebrew language and literature at the 
Hebrew Union College - Jewi h In titute of Religion, Cincinnati. 

Pesikta De-Rab Kahana. R. Kahana's Compilation of Discourses for 

Sabbaths and Festal Days. Tran lated from Hebrew and Aramaic by Wil­

liam G . Braude and I rael J. Kap tein. Philadelphia: The Jewi h Publication 

S ciety of America. 1975 . lvii + 593 page . 

Tran lation i hardl . as man who 
ha n er tri d th ir hand (read: mind 
atit.th me hani alw rkoftak· t 
in a la ing it . 
ph th ir uppo d 
qui al n n ntrary. 
m guag it pe uliar t 
f idi ms. it uniqu gra • al and 

• I tru ture. and i n un-
• • pirit.' f th tran -

lat r i an e It ne. ~ -
labor 
in di.:.l',\'l1P 

th r a 

r 

• • h pirit f the Ian-
and fider 

t 

n 

• Ii ran -

n a 
m n f th J tt r re 

i II i am . I r J J. K p-

t in ' • tr n lati n f th P(• ikta de-Rah 
Kahana. 

German tran lati n f thi II -
ti n f midrashi " di ~ r the pe-

ial abbath and fe ti al d g ner-
11 attribut d t th fifth- n Pal -

tinian m ra R. Kahana. ad ai-
m t a hundred • ars ag b t ry 
I am d hri tian Hebrai t t 

tin h . Thi . hnn,, .. ..,0 i th fi t 
ompl t tra • and it 

i trul an . 
Braud an b d 

th ir tran • n n an • t t. rel -
in m i th O ford m ript 
whi h d rom the thirt n ntury. 
lt i r grettabl th t th H bre amai 
t d th tran • w re n t print d 

all I hat th holarl 
( read r 

• t I ith H -
i I-

not nl th 
m unt b r but th 

reati i nd in nuit • d b th 

Jo11rne1/ o Re<. rm Judc1i m 
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translator . Something of thi become 
apparent in the larg number of il­
luminating footnote , but it would have 
been far more readily vi ible and the 
value of the work would have been tre­
mendou ly enhanced if the Hebrew and 
Aramaic text had al o been printed, as 
was done with Jacob Z. Lauterbach' 
notable editi n and tran lation of th 
Mekilta de -Rabbi I. l11nael i ued by th 
Jewi h Publi ati n Society forty-fiv 
years ag (1933). 

It e m pointle to cit xampl 
of the grac and felicity f th tran la­
ti n, inc the e appear on ev ry pag . 
Suffice it t a that th tran • lator ha . 
among man th r thing , pr id d 
tran itional w rd r phras • wh re r 
ne ded and manife t great en ·iti it in 
tran • lating that lu i little H br ~w 

nne ti particl w (wm·) whi h 
mean. not onl .. and" and i u ·ed n t 
merel t indi at njunction but al 
di jun ti n. n equen . contradicti n 
and a d z n th r temporal and lo i al 
r lati n hip . Furth rmor , ince th 
ompiler of th Pe\ikta , like th com­

piler f all oth r midr hi oll tion . 
urned that hi audi n • at I ast 

familiar ith all th riptural qu ta• 
tion and allu i n and therefore did not 
beli th m in full 
and t uppl n-
t nc and nten r 
and e ti n f an f th 2 indi idual 
Pi k and 7 uppl m n . th tran lat 
ha e pr nted th full t t f th Bibli-

al p~.;sa;~es and pro id d. h r 
r th nnec ti rd 

phr th tar required t mak le rt 
th mod m r a r. ho ma n t ha 
th am t t I mmand f th Bibi . th 
d I pment f th idea and th m . 
Ind d it i n t nl nn ti e rd 
r phr that ha n uppli d but 
nt nd t tim mpl t 

para . 
alu f Br ud and Kap-

t in' work i ~ atl enhan ed b an 
II nt nd hi hi nli ht nin intro-
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duction of ome fifty page which deal 
with the origin , u e and purpo e of the 
Pesikta (and particularly the dramatic 
homiletic form known as the petihah 
which figure o promin ntly in it), a 
running ummary of it ontent and it 
bru ic theological doctrin , an analy i. 
of the tru tur of th work (including 
th m th d of dL·cours and th fi m1. 

f cg i. mployed b the rabbi ), and 
a di. u .. ion f th history of th t xt and 
its compil r ar well a. th r lati n ·hip of 
the P<'.\ ikta to cont mporary midra.\ him . 
Th! tran lators hav also ·uppli d a 
h lpful . ummary. con. i. ting of a pag or 
two. befor th ir tran.· lati n of a h of 
th Pi. kru . 

Brnud and Kapstcin. it em tt 

me, are orrect in rej cting the idea that 
ach Pi. ka. n th ugh it di u e a 

different theme for ach lf th pecial 
Sabba • • al tor whi h it a. 
inte ndent t fall th other 
Pisk i tial unit 
in t . I bcli v th are 
th r justifi d h n th ~ rt 
that t k • ·a de per unit 
than i iou n th urfa . an r-
gan i unit u h a t • I di -
ers bran he of a plant en c rom an 

in i ibl r t that hold them to th r 
and u tain th m all . The r t f th 
P ,ikta de-Rah Kahana i Torah - not 

nl i~ int rw< en narrati nd d( -
trin . but th ri h m di y f tabl and 
I d, hi nd tradition. pe ula• 
t nd in ti( n that o r the n-
t had u) t d ar und rip-
tur . H di 

·h Pi tion ith i 
ial th m i r th m th 

th II th Pi k nd bindin th m 
t r - th<: th ,,,, <~ ma11' , , parti u-
1 . a 11' , . \pi ritual joum . ' from th 
er ,11io11 to th ? c <. • o th M , ,iah'' 

: itali 
Mu h ft ri I f the P , ikta, 

• para • ther mid-
r hi c II ti n . • lly Lei iti tt 

Rabbc1/r, and man f th indi idu I 
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tatements and idea are o familiar that 
they have lo t a great deal of the attrac­
tivene of novelty. But if anything can 
re tore their pri tine fre hne to the in-
ight of the ancient rabbis, it i this 

superb tran lation. It is a work that can­
not possibly be missing from the shelves 
of any modem rabbinical library. 

Bernard Martin 

BERNARD MARTIN i Abba Hillel Silver Profe or of Jewish Studie at Case 
We tern Re erve University. 

Day Book of Service at the Altar as Lived by Samuel S. Cohon, 1888-
1959. Compiled by A. Inna Cohon. Harelick and Roth: Booksellers, 1070 
South La Cienega Boulevard, Lo Angele , California, 90035. 1978. 326 
page + Index. 

Fonner lleagu , di ciple , tu-
dents and many others were well aware 

f the broad holarship. deep erudition 
and unlimited de otion to Judai m of the 
lat Profe r Samu I S. Cohon and hi 
t adfast on e rati n t the principle 
f th Reform rabbinate. Few, howe er 

kn fully th great pirit of thi genuine 
J w, hi lo e fGodand 1 r I, hi on-

m fi r the ublime t hing f our 
faith. and hi n tant participation in all 
endea rs t trength n th foundati n 
and t ure th pre rvati n of th 
t mal enu f the acred allin -

the rabbinate . 
Happil . a f tual re ord f the lifi 

f thi tru a h now appeared .. built 
f hi dail I ndared program , ut f 

hi mamm th m nu ript and rre-
pond n fil , ut f ynag u re -
rd nd announcem nt , th dail and 

periodi al pr , Hebrew ni n II 
urri ula ut f publi hed w rks, and 
u t f th mem ry f i t . • 

Th' faithful, fa tu I re rd w· 
met' ul u I pre rv d nd y temati-

11 mpil d b hi bel d wid 
piritual and literary iant in her n 

ri h - . Inna hon, who, with h r 
m ry m d t nd If- ft -

h taken n nal redit for 
i anti t k of ye and ye f 

90 

dedi ated labor to a e the remnant of a 
ervi e that may timulate others to emu­

late a true tea her and a revered rabbi. 
To ingle out ju tone of a multitude 

of u tanding pioneering a hie ements 
f Profe • r Coh n, there i the il­

lumin in record of page 98 and 99, 
and ially footnote 2 on page 99. of 
th n • and d lopment of the Col-
lege of Jewi h Studi of Chi ag , n w 
known Spertu Coll ge. Pag 190-
19 iv u a glimps of the pr mulga­
tion of th Columbu ( 1937) Platfi rm 
and the m num ntal r I Pr fe or 
C hon played in its ad pti n. Of pe ial 
i ntere t ( p. 193) i Profe or Mord ai 
M. Kaplan' c mm ndation to th th n 
p id nt f th CAR Rabbi Feli A. 
L 

M 
be fi u 

k: 

i nfi ant i th tat m nt to 
n th ry I t p of the 

.. T tho 
wh rot : 

T thou ht an rded th 
Ii EL . , 

h m ha labore tantl 
und r • f the h chinah. fi he 
lived hi breath in the ibrant c n-
sc 10usn th presc:nce f God." 

In n thi • cap ulat d 
ummary f the nti But, nee 

J urnal o R rm Judai m 

I 



having read that totally true ummary. 
one re olve to read again and again 
about the life, labors and teaching of 
thi great and genuine ma ter and 
teacher. 

No review of thi fa cinating rec­
ord, spanning a life long involvement in 
every a pect of the rabbinate and much 
beyond that, could adequately encom­
pas even the highpoints of thi • nobl 
ervantofGod. Therefore, the reviewer. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

in attempting to do ju tice to the monu­
mental record, mu t limit him elf to tat­
ing that only a complete and faithful 
peru al of the entire book would give the 
reader a full perspective of what ervice 
the late Profe or Cohon rendered to the 
Reform rabbinate, the total Jewi h 
community, and the G d of I rael. 

Elias L. Epstein 

ELIAS L. EPSTEIN i profe or of Hebrew languag and literature at th Hebrew 
Union College, Cincinnati. 

Seder Ha-Tefillot: Forms of Prayer for Jewish Worship. Edited by the 
A embly of Rabbi of the Refonn Synagogue of Great Britain. I, Daily, 
Sabbath, and Occasional Prayers. Oxford: The Refonn Synagogue of Great 
Britain, 5737/1977. 627 page . 

Our Engli h ou in in th Ref◄ rm 
mo em nt ha om out with a pl a -
ing and w II-proportioned prayerbook 
that i quit unlik hat th ir Liberal 
ibling ha produ e r th la t 

de ade r what w in th t d tate 
- Con i e . Re u ti ni t 
and Reforme alik - ha turned ut 

ithin t ars . Our att n • • 
in tantly drawn t • a th 
Form •r, th rit f th Refi rm 

yna Gr at Britian • 
b bl f Rabbi . Th dig-
nit a tr int of th 1931 dition f 
form be n Jlow d to abide. Th 
ill i luminated p~ ..... nvP 

ad inating 
one t 

fr 
II 
yna t ri 

that we a t -
em hou f up 
after rid War II. T • nl a 
ti w f th an tuari t toda ; 

F'. II, 197 

the ar dcpi t d here ru a poignant 
-echer le-lwrl a11. In a imilar e th ti 
ein, a h tage of th J wi h lifi cy I 

hcti its appropriate ngrcl ing from th 
pa t. What h ighten ad r' i uaJ 
pie ure or • • hat non o 
pi t rial in e th boundary of 

tentatiou di play . They all ac ord 
ith th m ditati e m d f th 

pray rbook. 
Th dit 

ha • Ii th on 
of i f at-
urday i h with a dif-
ferent prin . In . 
h er. n e tim -
ban·, lw tion rein th • of 
d mar ati n be th bin hot ha-
lwlwr and th p< uk< i cle--imrah a 

unfi rtuna t r pe t d )· the 
e t • t of the Sh ma 
and ept int . t 

l r r th n b • th 
midah. T ly th thre d f n-

tinuit and h renc th ntrollin 
th m , '. !(., mmunit rth jut 1-

91 
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ety, i embodied ucce ively in a pre­
hllrechu reading culled from Jewish reli­
giou literature of all clime and time 
and befittingly preceded by the tradi­
tional ble ing la'llsok be-dil'rei torah. 
in new scriptural extract ituated after 
the hemll and ,·e-ahm·ta (a optional 
alternative to the cu ·tomary pa age, 
,·e-lwyllh im slwmo'll and rn-yomer), 
and in the reading before the open ark at 
the time of the Taking Out of the Torah. 

0 cupying a preponderant part f 
the prayerbook' · page are a tud an­
tholog with its man e cellent piece · 
appealing to head and h art, wher in 
more ·pa e i granted to traditi nal 
electi n. than in ith r the Briti. h Lib­
raL e1Tice o/'the Heart or th Am rican 

Gatt'.\ of' Prara, and, a. a kind of cen­
t rpi c . th P alt r. en ompa ing a 
h fti r all tm nt than th much 
whittled-down rsion in the pr iou: 
Form.\ . Although cenain editi n f the 
Orth d 5iddur c ntain all 150 of th 
P aim . hardl an • n n-Orthodo rit 
an b aid t ha had a P . pectahl 
ollecti n. e. ept f ran meri an pre­
urs )r r tw t the I 9 l'11io11 P1e1_H 'I' 

Book . Plau ibl . th Briti h R fi m1crs 
ur d their m ti ation trom th ngli-

an Book oj Com111011 Prayer. whil:h has 
includ d from it in ·cpti n all of th 
P aim and hi h in tum pr mpted th 
idea fr m th R man Bre iar •, f r 

hi h the P alt r in it ntiret wa a 
tapl . It ecm that ( n i( n a pur 

frlmth m~id i llittakc ufficicntl 
t iat our wn tre . 

in th R 'd 
. th mini t r f th 

n u mpil d 
a rit that a phardk 

ith K • • f< 1111 

w . to th 
• all- mlcli h 

h phardi 
uppl in an loqu nt 

I irkat lw-nui adim in pure bibli al idi m 
to tak th ft ti al Mu af. 
Fonm' ind pend nt tre k h happi I 

2 

not withdrawn entirely, though it has 
been qualified omewhat by the re­
admi ·ion. among other thing , of the 
familiar Aramaic Kaddi h, the 
A hkenazic el male ralwmim (a op­
po ed to the Sephardic ha hkll\'ah which 
u ed to trike the liturgical fancy of mo t 
of the nineteenth-century European and 
American Reformer ), a c mplete 
"Thank giving after Meal , " a fuller 
Amidah (the dail one, for in tance. i 
n w indeed a rounded- ut hemo11eh 
£\reh), an unabridged Keduslwh 
(al ng • ide th older Karaizing version 
on • i ting .-olely f th re pon e tem­

m ing from th Hebrew Bible)*. Hm ·­
dalah, £thin <~l the Father .. and 
-:t!m irot for ach of th Thr M al • n 
the Sabbath. 

A might be e peel d. pr • ntda 
r aliti • a: w II a rec nt hi . t ry are r -
fleeted in a • • Mem< rial er ic for th 

i. illi n~ ··which i. m re aff cting. it 
. e m. to me. than me other. fr -
qu ntly hi trionic treatm nt . be au. it 
1 mirabl undcrstat d. Th r i 
al o elcbrating I racl' ind -
pend n e and in· rJX>rating. intcre t­
ingl ' nough. a fragment ( t Martin 
Buber' .. Letter to Gandhi" from th 
former' lhud period . till. in pite of 
th v in th direction of liturgi al 
.. n rmalization:· Form\ continu t 

a di tincti e har t r all it 
r n . • • II th nc I -

lmp d pra arc a om-
• br n. prac-

1 r fro • • 
• • g d 

ure that a 
a trifl mt ( f th r 

th olum in 
p un bi • raph or 
Ii t of citation . In tead of burdening th 

hipper ith a t ical p-
i h h • t • t 

u h p h 
ro ided a f term . 

pe~ . and lit r d in ari-
u part f th pra"'""rt~k. to ther 

Joumal o R form Juclai m 

' 
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with identification that are uccinct and 
erviceable. The approach hould prove 

doubly helpful for a generation educa­
tionally e tranged from it hi ·torical and 
piritual well prings. 

Barring a cant few pra erbook . 
our American rite have been primarily 
if not exclu ively ynagogue-ori nted, 
failing to enfold the whole range of one's 
daily existence. Fortunate! , the recent 
Gates o(the HouJe from this ·ide of the 
globe con. titute a step in the right dire -
tion, though it doe · not go quite far 
enough. In contra t, both errice o( rhe 
Heart and, n w. Form.\ , re i ing th old 
h Ii ti id al, fit th des ription of a 
trul c mprehcn ·ive Jwl Im . In the final 
analy i . the param unt qualit . uffu. -
ing then w Form, of Pruya i. th d p 
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and genuine , pirituality and the impel­
ling human inwardncs , that we have 
come to ru sociatc with non-Orthodox 
J udai ·m in Great Britain and on the Con­
tinent. From the ·e pages urely kol de ­
mamal, daHah yislwma (I King 19: 12 
and - etw111eh Toke/) . 

Kol ha -kcl\'od to Rabbis Hugo 
Gr n, Lionel Blu , and Jonathan 
Magonct and their colleague: for thier 
·uperb work! 

Eric L. Friedluuul 
The G m1an-born mini. t r of the We t Lon­

don Synag lgue and author f a learned nd 
perc pt,ve monograph on th • • Mussaf­
K du. ha " (lll 'C.-1 . X VI [1955), 413 
424 ). Bruno ltaliener ( I 81 I 9.56) prompt d 

c n true ti\ rea . sm nt of the pl · ·e of the 
la. ical K du hah in the liturg •. 

ERIC L. FRIED LA. D is ass< · iat profc or lfreligion at Wri 1 ht tatc ni •cr.,it •. 
Da t n, Ohio. 

Renew Our Day : The Zionist I sue in Reform Judaism. B Da id P Ii h. 
Jeru alem: World Zioni t Organization, in cooperation with the World 
Union ~ r Progre ive Judai m. 1976. 

Thi. b( ,k 1 lifcl mg tri ·nd 1t 

m )r th· fl rt . David Poli h. a 
member tha f tudent at th 
Hcbr \\ ni , th arl 
1930s. in ·ludin 1 ·hampi-
on d Zinni m at it a 

t:r unp< pular ca ·itadcl f 
Rcfi ,m1 J udai m. re pain tak-
1 I iti and 
n t( ard 
Z a. The 

t l 

Rabbi . 
In a 

Pdi h • 
but hid t • 
ph n m n . Hi 

iti int nt. 
u d b th n mi 
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generous reference to Rabbis Abba 
Hillel Silver and Stephen S. Wi e, to 
whom Zionism, the State of Israel, and 
the Jew i h people owe an eternal debt of 
gratitude. It i well that these things are 
mentioned because, surprisingly 
enough, a large number of Jews, both in 
I rael and el ewhere, are not aware of 
the affiliation of the e great per onalitie 
with Reform Judai m. 

In hi tudy Poli h how how the 
d nial of Jewi h nationhood became an 
integral part of the ideology of Reform 
which aro e in Europe soon after the 
civic emancipation of the Jew , and how 
thi attitude wa carried over into 
American R form in the second half of 
th nineteenth century and found a clear-
ut xpr i n in the Philadelphia Con­

fi ren f 1869 and in the Pittsburgh 
Platfi rm of 1885. He demon trate how 
thi n gativ attitude toward Jewi h 
nati nali m w adopted by I aac Mayer 
Wi . Kaufmann Kohler, Samuel 

hulman. Da id Philip on. Samuel 
al . and th r who perceived in 

Zi n • m a en le regre ion that un­
d rmin d th foundation of th "mi -
i n f I ra I" the ry that rved th 

m rst ne f th ir th ol gy. 
Whil n t blinking the fa t that the 

maj rit f th leaders of th R form 
m m nt in Am rica until the ri of 

a ii m er trongly ppo d to 
Zi ni m, Poli h. I ha n ted, al 

du i ht t th ura eou fi w 
ma ainst th tream. He ju tifi­

u tantial pa to Rabbi 
t ph n . i and bba Hill I i I r. 

In thi nt t he i h n 
admit that .. fi r man a there wa a 

I ar d m r at i n b t w n R f rm 
R i ii r and Zi ni t Dr. ii v r n 
th p liti I platform" pag 117). 
P Ii h d that fi r a tim .. h ( ilv r) 
did n t d at Zi ni m from the pulpit 

t in matt f w hip. ritual 
nd r Ii i u trn - ty ii r a n t 
nl n uth nti R fi nn rabbi. but 
n inti u on' (ibid.).Wi ,onth 

other hand, stated at a conference in 
I 917: "I stand here today not as a 
Zionist, but as a Reform rabbi. I would 
not have you say that a Reform teacher or 
rabbi has forfeited the right to be a 
teacher of Reform Judaism because he 
has ubscribed to the Zionist platform. I 
appeal not for Zionism, but for the inclu­
siveness and comprehensiveness of Lib­
eral Judai m" (page 28). 

My personal criticism of Wise and 
Silver is that neither of them howed 
much of an intere t in the World Union 
for Progre ive Judai m and moving it 
toward a Zioni t tance. (Wi e attended 
only the first conference in London in 
1926.) They never registered them elve 
as Reform rabbi at world Jewi h a -
emblie or during their vi it to Jewi h 

Pal tine. A Poli h point out, even 
Silver, who wa pre ident of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbi , .. cho e 
not to become involved in the reli­
giou issue whi h wa emerging in the 
Yi hm• Je i h Community in Pale -
tin ) .. ,iuu,c of Silver' tronge t upport 

cam from the Mizrachi, the Orthodox 
Zioni t party, and he had n in lination 
to j opardize that upport by be oming 
involved in a tarian quarrel" (page 
122). 

In hi fourth chapter entitled • 'End of 
the Debate.·' Poli h expre e a -
toni hment er th fa t that many 
Zioni t Jew tudied at the anti-Zioni t 
Hebrew nion C II ge f th 1920s and 

. He trie t giv m o nt rea-
on , but I am urpri ed that h d not 

not that in th years well for 

man years afterward . a lar number 
of th tudent and m of th profe -

am from ultra-Orthodo , m -
tim fi rei n. horn , and that m f 
th m had be n tud nt r gr duat f 
. e hirot. Thu . I rael Bettan, who later 
becam profe or of Midr h and Hom­
iletic came traight to the colle to 
nroll a tudent from hi Lithuanian 

y hfrah, Im t directly from the boat 
that brou ht him to th nited tate . 

J urnal o R orm Judai m 
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The only chapter that smacks some­
what of propaganda is the fifth, dealing 
with Reform Judaism in Israel. Perhap 
this is because, with all due re pect to my 
dear and admired friend, David Poli hi 
not living here. The problem of Reform 
in Israel is o complex that it ought to be 
dealt with eparately and exhau tively. I 
believe, in all incerity, that this chapter 
would perhap have been better left out 
of an othetwi e exciting book. Reform is 
till at the very beginning of it work in 

I rael. Our congregation are till little 
more than hell . We are till few in 
number, nor have we reached qualitative 
distinction. The idea of religiou 
plurali m which undergird American 
Jewi h polity i as yet unknown among 
the vast majority of Israel' , populati n 
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which comes either from eastern or cen­
tral Europe or the I lamic nation . Simi­
larly the whole que tion of halaclwh, 
which, Poli h rightly notes, i often di -
regarded by the Reform rabbinate, has to 
be studied thoroughly and by expert , as 
doe the problem of the eparation of the 
Synagogue from the State. 

We mu t be grateful to David Poli h 
for hi earching ffort to document th 
Reform movement' relation hip to 
Zioni m and the State of I ra l at thi 
critical tim in our hi ·tory, and we in­
cerely thank the W rid Zi ni t Organiza­
tion which, in cooperation with th 
World Union for Progres ive Judai ·m, 
had the vi ion to publi h thi book. 

Moses C)rus Weiler 

MOSES CYRUS WEILER wa formerly chief rabbi of th Reform Congregation of 
Johanne burg, South Africa, and now serve a personal advi or to the world 
chairman of the Jewi h National Fund in Jeru alem. 
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- H1stor of Jewish Literature 12 vole. , 3 ln prlnt 

B y Israel Z nberg, t ranslated from the Ylddl1h by Bernard Martln 

C -W at rn Reserve University Pre11 1972 

R vl wed by Daniel Jer my Silver 

Ln 

Western culture has not r eclaimed from thou1and• of Arable, Ladlno, 

ebrew m nus rip a the maglnatlon of the Jewlah mlnorlty who llved 

r o p r o Chr atlan Europe. In conventlonal hlatorle• Jew• are 

er d t d actp lne of aurv val, often dl ■ml■■ed •• talmadlc le1allam; 

ut t t old oft r poetry nd belle ■ lettre■ not to apeak of thelr p•ycbolo1laal 

n t p lloaophlc apeculatlona. The Tran•latlon by Bernard Martln of I•• 

1 Z nb r ' w ah Lite ratur lll e p to clo•e thl• caltaral 1ap. 

C 

r n 

r , o r 

u C 0 

' 

o n n v u • Z n r1 dr t va1t llteratar lnto a cl••· 

0 

0 . ment. Mat rlal• were 1cat• 

d o um • n a f dozen langu 1e• rltten over a tboa•aad 

ho t ev oped t e blbllo rapble• and catalo1a • wblola 

oh c pllne ■ . H • hl ■to ry woald ba• be n an ama■ln1 

m c o r, Z nberg went to 

m t on■ c o y n Len 

0 o m nt c ave l• 

r every da •• an ••• 
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Zinberg' s history describes all that comprleed European Jewleh culture. 

-,·iTh 
He begins. the backwash of Arable-Jewish culture ln 13th century Spaln and carrle• 

"' 
his story through the growth of secular Hebrew and Ylddl■h llterature ln Ea■tern 

Europe in the 19t h century. Zinberg'• style l ■ colorful. A nlce feature i ■ hl• 

habit of stringing together quotation• whlch give the reader a ■enee of a wrlter'• 

sty e nd ook' s flavor as we 11 a• l ta content. The whole l ■ readable: e radlte, 

br d g uge , orig nal and under■tandable to thoee who are not rabblnlc ■peclall■t•. 

n essence Z nberg wrote a history of Jewl ■h culture ba■ed on llterary 

documents. He accepts the cultural diver■ lty of the varlou■ period■ and place• of 

J w eh settlement. Techn cal phllo■ophy l■ omltted ln favor of 1eneral ■tatement• 

or the concerns of period and 1ummarle■ of an author'• 1peclal focal. Academia 

ueat one of Jewish law and theology are avolded. Thl• l■ not a hl■tory of rab• 

1n c hough , ut ■ omething lar1er, an ln■l1ht lnto the mlnd of the Jew a■ lt 

ev a e 1n i • literature. The re■alt 11 a wann-hearted appreclatlon 
.. 

y rudl man who knew bl ■ l ■tory and bl■ llteratar• and appreciated tbe lm• 

p C oft oclo-economlc nd environmental fore•• on a natlon'• oatlook • a 

C c. 

n d Martln, Chairman of the Department of llell1lon at CWRU, l• 

to t n d or m lng thl ■ cl ■■le available to a broad aadlence and for pre-

n n u 

C 

e w ch a• tl1btened up and 1harpened the orl1lnal. Obvloa• re­

n he no e ■ and appendlce1 have been omltted. Tb• blbllo1rapby baa 

and improved by 1plendld crltlcal not••• Zlabezw teadecl to para-

o try. Ma rtln ocated an apt tna•latloa OI' .trmlat .. Ill• material dlnatlJ. 
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These volumes are striking; lndeed, thelr deelgn won a natlonal award 

for bookmaking. Unfortunate ly the CWRU Pre•• ha• fallen vlctlm to the economJ 

and, after the first five volumes appear, the remainder wlll have to be broa1bt 

out by another preaa. It l s to be hoped that thl• move c~ be made qalcklJ •o 

th the entlre work will ■oon be avallable. 
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Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion at One Hundred 

Years. Edited by Samuel E. Karff. Cincinnati: Hebrew Union Col­
lege Press. 1976. 501 pp. Distributed by Ktav Publishing House, 
New York. 

At THOUGH MOST institutional histories, commissioned and pub­
lished at the expense of the institution in question, have a tendency 
toward a tone of self-congratulation and apologetic, that is not true of 
the present volume. It would be somewhat of an exaggeration to say 
that this volume is entirely free of self-congratulatory and mildly 
boastful passages, but these are remarkably few in number and they 
do not vitiate its fundamental historical validity and intellectual in­
tegrity. 

The largest and by far the most important gment of the book i 
Part One, a history of the Hebrew Union College from it founding in 
1875 until the death of President Nelson G ueck in 1971. Thi 
section, which i the work of Profe sor Micha l A. Meyer, comprise 

some 280 page . It is written with genuin cholar hip and every 
ignificant point i documented in the note . It also posse:sse in full 

mea ure the qualitie of clarity felicity of expre ion and tyli tic 
verve. 

Meyer is perfectly ju tified in organizing hi hi tory of th 
Hebrew Union College according to the term of office of it variou 

pre ident . Each of the pre ident of the Hebrew Union College wa a 
forceful figure who managed with con iderable ucce , de pite th 

frequent oppo ition of both faculty and tudent to impo e hi own 
image on the in titution and to influence it program tructure and 
place in American Reform Judai m a a whole. The chapter ''In th 

Day of I aac Mayer Wi e deal with the pre idential year of th 
founder of the college ( 1875-1900). The chapter that follow , "A 
Theological School for Reform J udai m i devoted to the pre i­
dency of Kaufmann Kohler ( 1903-192 l ). The next chapter '' Ameri­

can Rabbi for American I rael,' i concerned with the pre idency of 
Julian Morgen tern (1922-1947). The pre idential years of Nel on 
Glueck ( 1948-1971) are di cu ed in a chapter that appears with 

quotation mark in the text "With Vi ion and Boldne . ' Th 

hi tory of the Jewi h In titut of Religion from it origin to it 
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merger with the Hebrew Union College is dealt with by Meyer in a 
special chapter "Kelal Yisrael: The Jewish Institute of Religion." 

One cannot but admire the author's largely successful attempt to 
maintain a high level of historical objectivity and avoid both apolo­
getic and polemic. Thus, for instance, even though the Hebrew Union 
College during the largest part of its existence officially insisted on its 
commitment to the principle of Lehrfreiheit, Meyer points out that 
academic freedom was in fact frequently and sometimes outrageously 
violated. He discusses at considerable length Isaac Mayer Wise's 
refusal to tolerate the teaching of a critical view of the Torah and 
Kaufmann Kohler's attempts to suppress Zionism, humanism and 
other ''heresies'' and to rid his seminary of faculty members profess­
ing them. 

Meyer also discusses with extraordinary frankness the perennial 
problem of tudent-faculty relationships. It becomes clear from his 
re earch that, though there were a great many instances of genuine 
mutual friendship and fruitful and creative bonds between professors 
and tudent over the years, there were also many cases-probably 
con tituting the majority-in which tudents and faculty member 
n v r really uencountered 'each other a ~rson . The reviewer ha 
the impre ion that the current ituati n • not greatly different from 
that prevalent in fonner generations. 

Th Hebrew Union College wa obviously conditioned by the 
g n ral American environment and probably influenced to a greater 
or le er degree by the program and organization of contemporary 

hri tian theological eminarie in America perhap a much a by 
th arnpl of the new Jewi h eminarie e tabli hed in the econd 
half f th nineteenth century in Berlin and Bre lau. It may be that a 
dim n i n of ub tantive value might have been added to Meyer 
tud b inve tigation of Prote tant theological education in America 

durin th period f the exi tence of the Hebrew Union College and 
it po ibl influence on the latter. 

M y r vividly portray the pre ident and the dominant faculty 
m mb r of th Hebrew Union College. H al o give it proper du 
t d ription of tudent life in th variou period of the College 
hi t ry. Th r ar practically no hagiographical pa age in Meyer 

atm nt f the variou pre idents. He manife t no reluctance in 
d ribin Wi per onal ambitiou ne and intellectual incon i -
t n K bier dogmati m and lf-righteou ne Morgen tern 
fr quent fenc - traddling on the Zioni t i ue and hi political 

m~_,.,,~. Glu ck '' Litvak tubbornne emotionali m aloofne 
fr m th f ulty and tud nt and pa ionate di like of "N w York 
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Jews.'' His summary of Nelson Glueck is one that few who knew the 
man personally can quarrel with: 

"In Nelson Glueck the College-Institute possessed an extraordi­
nary president whose profound effect on the institution was as am­
biguous as his own relationship to it. Never before did the school have 
as its head a man of such widespread eminence. He was the recipient 
of more than twenty honorary degrees; his name was known among 
biblical scholars everywhere, among even the schoolchildren in 
Israel; his books were read widely by the laity. What some called his 
charisma, others his personal charm, won him numerous admirers 
and loyal supporters; his fierce anger cowed nearly all who dared to 
oppose him. He commanded universal respect. But this external 
strength shielded an inner complexity: at times he was shy, brooding, 
withdrawn, at others impetuous and willful. Moods of depression 
alternated unpredictably with periods of intense activity. Devoted to 
dispassionate research, he was at the same time a deeply emotional 
man, who wept freely both in private and when delivering peeches. 
As president his drive and stubborn persistence hi ability to per­
suade, and if necessary to dominate helped to tran form the 
College-In titute from the small Cincinnati in titution it wa in 1947 
to the complex of four campuses it was at his death. Yet the gain 
were purcha ed at the price of friction within and without that were 
the nece ary concomitant of po ses ing a pre ident ambitiou for the 
school but with a lingering ambivalence about hi relation hip to it 
(pp. 236-37). 

Meyer i obviou ly not merely a "debunker' bent on cutting 
legendary figure down to ize. He al o note each man' ·trong 
point and virtu . Thu for in tance to take another of numerou 
example he di u at length Julian Morgen tern valiant and 
hi toric act of re cuing a ignificant number of brilliant European 
Jewi h cholar a well a a izeable number of European rabbinical 
tudent in the terrible period prior to and in the fir t year of World 

War II and giving them a haven in Cincinnati. The mo t ympathetic 
of all the pre idential portrait em to m that of Stephen S. Wi 
founder and pre ident of the Jewi h In titute of Religion from it 
e tabli hment in 1922 until it final formal merger with th Hebrew 
Union College in 1950. 

M yer quit properly conclude hi hi tory of the Colleg -
In titute with the death of Nel on Glueck in 1971 and make no 
attempt to depict the initial year of the leader hip of Alfred 
Gott balk inaugurated a the fifth regular pre ident in 1972. With 
th election of th capable and en rgetic young Gottschalk obviou ly 
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a new era in the history of the College-Institute begins, but his tenure 
of office has been too brief and the historical perspective still too 
limited to allow any evaluation as yet of his achievements. 

Part Two of The Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion at One Hundred Years consists of a survey of the scholarly 
contributions by the f acuity in the course of the century of its exis­
tence. No doubt cogent reasons may be adduced for limiting the 
di cu ion of contributions to those made by persons who served on 
the faculty rather than extending it further to the many important and 
valuable works written by alumni and persons whose major training 
in Judaica wa at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion. In fact, a small number of contributions by alumni are 
briefly Ii ted but an attempt at a full and adequate discussion would 
have re ulted in a far more impre ive portrait and given the reader 
perhap a truer under tanding of the actual effect of the institution on 
American Jewi h learning. Thi part i divided into five sections 
ea h written (with one exception) by a current member of the faculty: 
Bible, by Sheldon H. Blank· Rabbinic by Lewi M. Barth· Theo/­
o and Philosoph , by Lou H. Silberman (of Vanderbilt 
Uni er ity)· Hi tory, by Martin A. oh n· and Hebrew and Hebrew 
Lit ratur , by Ezra Spicehandler. 

Th auth r have drawn up mo or I exhau tiv ummarie 
f th ch larly monograph and e ay produced in th variou field 

b m mber f the faculty. There i no apparent unanimity of method 
r r anization employed by the variou writer . Though of differing 

de:~re~:s f valu and clarity each ay i f ub tantiv merit. Du 
n d ubt to my own idio yncra i I found Silberman e ay th 
m t aluabl and intere ting. Thi i imply becau Silberman d 
n t ont nt him If with a catalo u -lik Ii ting of the variou 
th 1 i al and phil ophical mon raph and ay writt n ov r 
t la t ntury at th H brew Uni n Coll but rath r di u at 

m 1 n th and with con id rabl per pti n the thought of th 
maj r th I ian and philo phe h ha en a iated with 
th in tituti n-1 aa May r Wi Ma Le pold Margoli , Kauf-
m nn K hi r Da id umark Samu I . Coh n Zevi Die ndruck 

r h m J hua H h I and- ibad I I -ha ·im-Samu I Atla . . ., 

n atulat d fi r a r markabl a hi m nt in 
i n and d pth in hi di u i n f a h of th 

m rkabl r naliti . I belie h i right in declining to di cu 
th th u ht f th y un r th I ian and phil oph r pr ntly 
a5:St}Ci t d ith th II -In titut u ha u ne B r witz Jak-

b P tu h,. ........ ,.,i and I in R in . h put it th y ''ar 

R Journal 

• 



• 

• 

• 

BOOK REVIEWS 

so clearly still on the way that to focus on their positions, taken at a 

particular time entirely unrelated to their own intellectual develop­

ment-the one hundredth anniversary of the Hebrew Union Col­

lege-seems quite unsatisfactory" (p. 421 ). 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion at One 

Hundred Years concludes with a fine chapter 'Into the Second 

Century'' by Alfred Gottschalk, who presents his hopes and aspira­

tions for the institution he now lead . I find most intriguing his 

suggestion that if the College-Institute "were to operate as a labora­

tory for Jewish creativity in the field of Jewish mas education, it 

would truly fulfill the dream of its founder and the hopes of 

educationists like Franz Rosenzweig and Martin Buber who strug­

gled with schemes to make one in titution the center for a wide pread 

y tern of continuing education" (p. 481 ). If the College-In titute can 

become uch a laboratory to create high-quality material for adult 

Jewi h education without weakening it fundamental ta k of training 

rabbi and advancing Jewi h scholar hip it would, indeed, perform a 

ervice of enonnou value and importance to the American Jewi h 

community. 

Bernard Martin 

8 RNARD MARTI 1 ii er Pr fi sor f Je i h tudi at a 
m r ity . 

Gate of the Hou e . Edited by haim Stern. w Y rk Central 

C nfi ren of American Rabbi . 1977. 

RF..F RM J o I Mi itn mg a ver peri d in th area of 

ithin th la t fi y ar th ntr,ll nferen of Am ri-

an Rabbi th rabbini body f R fi rm J ry in thi c untry and 

rld id . ha pr u d a number f ignifi ant liturgical te t : A 

abbath Manual (I 72)· P<u.ww r Ha cu/ah (1974)· Gate of 

Prart r 197 ) f pla in th fi rm r Union Pra r Book f 1940· and 

no th rec ntly publi h d Gatt o the Hou e (l 977, u haar 

ha-ba it. rep I ing th fi rm r Union Hom Pra r Book of 1951 ). 

pe t d n a a n High H ly Day pray r bo k ( Gat of 

Ret entan • ), a lum f litur i al mu ic (Gate.\ of on J and a 

guid fi r lifi - y 1 ritual . 
If n w re to c mpare th n w publicati n with th form r 

n rtain diff ren be me readily apparent: th n book are 

m v lumin u ntain multipl rv1 and t xt includ more 
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Hebrew and breathe a spirit of contemporaneity that is post­
Holocaust, post-1948 Israel and even post-Watergate. 

The former Union Home Prayer Book (henceforth, UHP) was 
divided into two main sections: Family worship (pp. 7-37) and 
personal prayers (pp. 41-95). The new Gates of the House (hence­
forth, GOH), edited by Rabbi Chaim Stern of Temple Beth El in 
Chappaqua, New York, has, within 296 pages, the following compo­
nents: a) prayers and readings for daily services, Sabbath, Festival 
and Holy Days; b) liturgical texts dealing with the path of life; c) 
poems and prayers by artists ranging from Rabindranath Tagore, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt Whitman to Bialik, Nelly Sachs and 
Charles Reznikoff; d) notes to the prayers and poems; e) a table of 
Scriptural readings for the year. Whereas the former UHP had incor­
porated all the family worship in 30 pages, the new GOH assigns to it 
a total of 215 pages. 

The following main characteri tic of Gate of the House are 
worth noting: 

4 

a. Extensi,e u ,e of Hebrew: 
The new GOH contains con id rably more Hebrew than 

the fonner UHP. With th GOH an individual if he/ he 
want to can conduct the entir rvice in Hebrew or Engli h 
-or mix the two. The Hebre of the UHP wa limited to 
very few basic prayers here and there. Furthermore the GOH 
ha provided transliteration for a number of prayers in Seph­
ardic Hebrew. The Hebrew of the UHP wa A hkenazic. 

b. Multiple Sen ice : 
Individual u ing the GOH have at th ir di po al a 

variety of prayers to ch from for th am ca ion. 
Th re are for example two Havdalah rvice in addition to 
a F tival Havdalah and a High Holy Day Havdalah. Th 
mod l for thi multiplicity of rvic i Gate of Pra er 
(h nceforth GOP· C AR 1975). 

w Pra, 'r : 
A larg number of ervi appear fi r th fir t tim in 

th GOH: a rvic fi r a pilgrimag to I ra I· a prayer on 
rea bing th ag of retirement" a prayer fi r th n w m on· 
pray r appr priat fi r bar/bat mit .. 1iah and Confirmation 
(th UHP had nly a prayer for Confirmati n)· a pe ial 
prayer on entering colleg • a number of Havdalah rvice ; 
welcoming gue ts in the Sukkah ( .. U hpizin )· a pray r for 
Purim to be recit d befi re th v ning meal and a number f 
daily rv1c . 
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d. Equality of Sexes: 
Just as the GOP, the GOH, too, trie to eliminate 

vestiges of sexism in the texts of the prayers. Thus, for 
instance, instead of using ''Father'' or • 'God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, " it has "'Eternal God" or ·•God of all 
generations." However, the attempt is not complete, for the 
work continues to refer to God a "'He" or "'Him." The 
equality of sexes can al o be noted in the welcoming of the 
gue t to the Sukkah: not only Abraham, I aac and Jacob, but 
also Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Leah-and even Miriam, 
Hannah and Deborah-are u invited" to attend the Sukkah. 

e. On death and dying: 
The UHP contained eleven different prayer to b re­

cited atthe grave of a father, mother, hu band wife, brother, 
i ter, child, relative, friend, teacher a great teacher. The 

GOH ha only one prayer for all of these entitled ··At th 
Grav of a Loved On . '' Furth rmore th GOH. again 
following the example of the GOP eliminate the ct ion in 
th Kaddish that ingl d out .. th d part ., and re tore th 
text to it traditional fonnat as a pn r that can b recited by 
mourner and n n-m urner alik . 

f. Certain old tradition revirali ed: 
On f th m t remarkable c ampl h re i th rein­

tr ducti n f the cu t m of a king each m mbcr of th 
hou eh Id to contribut t m harit befor th Sabbath 
thu reinfi r ing th c n pt that ritual h uld I ad t an 
thi al lifi . 

. America, our ·ou111ry: 
Th UHP had a ry id ali ti i f Am ri a. Thu 

ti r in tan . it in lud d th anth m "Am :1ri a" a part f th 
n rati n fa h m and n Thank i in it pray d "~ r 

Am ri a. ti r th fre d m and it la . . . . . Th GOH 
on th th r hand r fl t a r ali ti criti al po t-
Wat r at (y t n I I in ) attitud t ard th land. Thu 
fi r ampl th pra r n Thank ivin read : • • F r thi 
land ri hly bl d w rai in j y u thank 
. . . . • but it add • Th u h th h ame to th 
Unit d tat ) did not alway pra ti the ju tic they 

u ht h re the fi und n d purp .... '' p. 79). 
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A Few Drawbacks 

The editor appears to be sensitive to the existence of various God 
concepts within Reform Jewish thinking. Again, his model is the 
GOP where a special effort was exerted to accommodate a variety of 
theological points of view. In spite of all this, the book is, for my 
taste, heavily theistic in tone. In particular, I wished the editor had 
eliminated the disturbing reference to Ps. 37:25 in the blessing after 
the meals '' . . . . I have . . . . never seen the righteous so forsaken 
that their descendants must beg for bread" (p. 14). I have seen such 
people; I am sure the editor has, too. 

The GOH seems to put a seal of approval when, in the prayer 
before retirement it states, with a certain kind of candor, "Now 
(italic mine) I can study my heritage of Torah .... '' (p. 98). At a 
time when efforts are being made to prepare curricula for Jewish 
tudie that extend from cradle to grave, it is painful to see the 

in titutionalization of a practice that needs to be altered. It is not the 
tudy after retirement that is objectionable; those who can devote time 

to it will it i hoped find satisfaction in thi endeavor. What hould 
be tre sed i the fact that Jewish edu ation i a life-long occupation 
and it re pond to d"fferent needs t different time in life and 
therefore hould not be postponed to the age of retirement. 

Both th GOP and the GOH translate the introductory • • baruch'' 
a uble ed (be God). Lingui tically thi i correct; theologically it 
i not. A better rendering would be "prai ed (be God). A Herbert 
Bricht perceptively write "When man i the ubject of the verb 
ber kh and the Deity i the object th verb denote prai e for 
n wh re in th Bible i there any indication that the power of God i 
it · If increa d by man pronouncement . (Encyclopedia Judaica 
V I. 4, col. I 084). 

Th r em to be a typographical error in Hebrew on p. 269. 
Th t rm found on the Mezuzah Shaddai, i u ually interpret d a 
" lwm r D latot (not daletot) Yi. rael, ''keeper of the dwelling of 
lit. door of) I ra I. 

General£ aluation 

Th Gat of the Hou e repre n a major tep forward in th 
pra tice f Reform Judai m. What the book doe i to provide new 
and m re po ibiliti for religiou ob rvance. Thi d not mean 
a m hav already claim d that R ti rm Judai mi turning ''Or-
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thodox. '' Refonn never meant to be ''ritual-le '' religiou philo -
phy. The difference between Orthodoxy and R fonn i not found in 
the area of observance but in the theological as umption that un­
derlie the two school of thought. With th OOH, tho who wi h to 
engage in religiou observance will have a ady-mad t I. The 
fonner UHP was so limi d that even if a Reform J w wanted to cmy 
out certain ritual , he did not have a te t at hi di po . 

With i rich content and di play of vari ty, t OOH will o 
may hope, help tabli h m hom ttadition . Th more availability 
of th rou pray will ourag peop to i.ncn~ th ir 
ho ·ana~s, tabli h w "J wi h" pattern and thu create 

mori for t m of hou hold. If for thing I 
hould grateful that w now hav a boo a manual and a gui that 

will Ip n J w • h' id ntity of our h1om~s n thi 
i ntity i u n tant train . 

TSO~ISIN 
llli i . 

Ga oft 
Comereoce 

I H 

by \_;fMUJD m. 
AUaert1can g;;::;:;i . 1977. 

Rifat Son ino 
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sources alike (pp. 221-252). Most of them are masterpieces. Thus, 
let us hope that they will help many t~ reach out, with heart and mind, 
to the Creator, as often as the occasion permits. But a comparison of 
the e gems of prayer with the other parts turns the radiant picture into, 
ala , 'Egyptian darkness!' ' 

The entire approach of the editors seems to be based on the 
de ire to produce a Kol Bo Home-Siddur for all "Orthodox­
Conservative-Reform'' Jews! They went out of their way to please 
even the Satmarer Rebbe by including such prayers as U shpizin in the 
Sukkah (pp. 77-78). The Ma' oz Tzur Chanukka hymn is printed in 
the original mediaeval version which yearns for the ' offering of 
thank giving sacrifices" (Todah) in the Holy Temple, which we shall 
be privileged to inaugurate (with all its acrificial cult?) in Jerusalem! 
(p. 83). 

I am forced to lament with Jeremiah: '' I there no balm in 
Gilead? I there no phy ician there? (Jer. 8:22). Are there no 
competent rabbis in the CCAR? Were the editors afraid of ''offend­
ing the Orthodox feeling ( !) of the Reform u er of the new Home 
Prayerbook? Or did they abandon all of a udden the time-honored 
R fi rm Ideology that we need pray neith r for the appearance at our 
Sukkah of uch celestial guest a Abraham Isaac Jacob etc. with 
th ir pou nor for the re-institution of the acrificial cult in 
Jeru al m (a our Samaritan tep-brother on Mount Gerizim till do 

ry Pa ver· you can travel there and see it yourself). 

It m a if the editor were a hamed of the Reform theology 
nd liturgy and tri d their utmo t to make the Home Prayerbook 

ka h r by adding all kind of uper-Orthodox prayer . Why did they 
n t in Jud an improv d Ma' o T ur ver ion a ung in I raeli 
Pr re i /R form ynagogu ? 

r than that: To pl th current Worn n Liberation 
tr nd in th Unit d Stat th y h t n d to add to the • 'ho pice 
th ir fi mal n rt (thi i n t fi und ven in th • -oriented 
Zohar!). But ala J ph i oupl d in t ad f with hi beloved 
m th r Ra h I with hi t p-m th r Leah. Mo g t Miriam a hi 

pair ' Aaron-Hannah (!) and kin David-th prophet Deb-
rah. An int re tin puzzl - am ind d! 

Did th dit r fan y that by uch inclu ion th y w uld mak a 
fi rm pray r k ka h rand ace ptabl to tho of ur Orthod 

br th n wh anath miz it and ven pit at it in publi (Rabbi 
P ru h at th Kn tin Jeru alem) becau ewe dare to chan one 
I tt r r vnuu11>( f th traditi nal iddur'. tandard t t? 
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I am sorry to add that the abovesaid applies also to the wording 
of many Hebrew phrases, blessings, etc. Just a few examples: In the 
Hebrew Mi Sheberach prayer at the naming of a girl (p. 119) it says: 
We-yizkoo avotav (for a girl: avoteha) . .. which in English means: 
'' May his/herfathers be privileged. . . '' Why could they not use the 
proper Hebrew terms: horav and horeha, ''parents.'' A vot is distinc­
tively a word coined in a patriarchal society, the Av/father being the 
paterfamilias. The inconsistency i all the more flagrant ince, in 
other places, the editors changed the wording ''God of our father '' 
into "God of all generations" in order not to tre male chauvini m. 
Why, then, did they choo e here a new "male" term a,·oteha for 
girls, instead of horeha, which is neutral and include both parent , 
fat her and mother? 

The entire ceremony of "The Covenant of Life ' (p. 114), a a 
counterpart to the Brit Mi/ah-Covenant i questionable in it present 
form. What a nural that it ha no H brew uperin cription Brit 
le-Bat. That would be quite a novelty! But let's get to the point. 
What doe it mean to make a Covenant with Life? Who her i 
making the covenant with whom? Be that it may why the Hebrew 
beracha, Ha-mei • la-olam kuloo bich odo taken from the daily 
bed-time prayer? Why not a proper Heb tn nk giving formula 
e.g.: E/oha ko/ ha-briyot, addon do/ toladot, lw-mehullal bero,· 
hati hbachot, modim anachnu /echa al ha- ·ha im ha-chada him 
bahem chonanntanu. Baruch atta Addonay, Yore, ha-Adam. 

Another exampl of "bad ta te ' i the liturgy for Yom ha­
Shoah. Needl t ay that "if all re d w r pen and all the a 
ink no on c uld truly pre th xtent of our rrow for th 
be tial murd r of on -third of our peopl by th azi m n t r . Still 
even if we ar all inadequat to xp~ our rrow for th Hol au t 
(let alon the gra th lo ical qualm about it) at I a t n thing 

ffi n iv to th h n r of th h ly martyr hould be id! But t my 
reat a t ni hm nt I found that th ditor ugg t that w recit n 

Yom ha- hoah a a Haftarah readin a. . P Im 116: 1- 19 and 
118:5- 24--ju t tho p aim that fi r cl 
formed th c ntral part of th HALL L THA K GI VI G at j y u 
ti tival and holiday a an ex pre i n of rejoicin ! Id a re th 
P aim are appropriat for recital by th urvivo f th Hol au t 
(fi rmer c nc ntrati n amp pri n r like my If). But aft r all t 
ugg t th re ital f ti n f th ff all I (h w v r appropriat ) i 

taking into con ideration our duty to c n ider th fi ling of K la/ 
Yi ra I, bad ta te to ay th lea t. Where i the con i tency of th 
dito ? On th n hand th y ut f th ir way to pl a th 
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Orthodox by including such kabbalist prayers as U shpizin; on the 

other hand, they suggest to us/them to recite Halle/ on Yorn ha­

Shoah.' Please! 
The "List of Scriptural Readings" (pp. 283-296) is full of 

enigmas and betrays not the slightest sign of a truly creative spirit and 

enlivening novelty. On the contrary, there is a clear reversion to the 

super-Orthodox line of yesterday. (I wonder what the reactions of 

Kaufmann Kohler or Z. Lauterbach would have been to such a 

' terile" Reform approach). 
Ju t a few more examples: That-God forbid-no Reform 

congregation hould forget to fulfill, every spring, the duty of prink­

ling with the a he of a red heifer all those who had a bereavement the 

la t year, the Torah and Haftarah readings of Shabbat Parah were 

duly included (p. 295). Perhaps next time the editor will al o include 

a pecial prayer on the anniversary Ki lev the 19th, of the deliver­

ance from pri on in St. Peter burg of Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Ladi 

(the "Lubavitcher' ). 
Why, during the week of Tazria the Torah section Deut. 

12:28- 13:5 and during the week of Metzora Deut. 26: 12-19 hould 

be read only the Almighty ( or th print r- tter) know ! Another 

intere ting ''creative' ugge tion i th reading from the Torah on 

the weekday of Chanukka. ' Glatt-Ko h r -no doubt! We are told 

(p. 294) to read the detailed tati tic of what the twelve chieftain 

offi red at the inauguration of th Tabernacle in th d ert of Sinai. 

Twel e time (!) the identical Ii t i read enumerating the ve el 

flour oil, incen bull ram lamb goat etc. each of them 

brought plu th um total of their combin d donation . That hor­

ribil dictu, you forget th exact weight and numb r you bett r 

read each day at lea t on -third of th text read on th previ u day 

t ! 
C uld th edito not find oth r appropriate Bibi ction which 

c nfi rm to th pirit of Chanukka? Why n t a bit ati in t ad 

f copying fr m an Orthodo iddur? I read at my ynago u th 

fi II wing Torah porti n n Chanukka ( on th w kday of it): 

ir t Day : E odu 25: 31 - 40 c nd Day du 31: 1- 11 

Third Day : E odu 35:4- 20 F urth Day : E odu 35:21 - 29 

Fifth Day : E odu 37: 1- 9 i th Day : E odu 37: 17- 24 

nth Day: E odu 40: 17- 27 i hth Day* : umber 7: 1- 11 
& 7: 4- 89. 

Th ti n d ri th Bibli al mmandment t mak a 

cand labrum for the anctuary and to donat th oil necessary for it 
r hi h r i n h bb t) 
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perpetual lighting. Bezalel makes the menorah with expert 
craftsmanship. The solemn inauguration of the Holy Tabernacle and 
of all its "holy ve sels." the menorah, etc. are described. 

It is surely not a pleasant task to point out so many shortcomings 
of a work made with an honest and fine intention, Leshem shamayim. 
But this does not exonerate an editorial board of rabbis from doing 
something Leshem shamayim in a superficial and inadequate manner. 
Our Sages in the Talmud warned that a Jewish scholar who goes with 
a stain on his coat commits an offense that is to be punished by death, 
because of ChilluL ha-Shem (Shabbat 114a). 

Hopefully, the next Shaare haBa it will be more true to its 
name-truly new and one in which a Reform Jew will feel at home 
and can pray. 

Meir Ydit 
DR. MEIR YDIT i rabbi f the Liberal c ngregati n in Reho ot, I ra I. 

A HoLocau t Reader. Edited by Lucy S. Dawidowicz. New York: 
Behrman Hou e Publi her Inc. 1976. 397 pp. 

L v DAWIDOWI z' A Ho/ocau t Reader i another in Behrman 
Hou e theme-oriented Library of Jewi h Studie which according 
to the publi her' tatement i de igned .. t me t a I ng-felt n d 
among teacher and tudent librarian adult-education group and 
all tho e who have wi hed to examine the Jewi h cultural tradition at 
fir t hand but who have been hampered by the ab ence of good 
tran lation . Each volume i prepared by a rec gnized authority and 
i devoted to a particular hi torical peri d or t a particular area f 
Jewi h creativity and thought. ' 

o one hould tak a blurb t eriou ly. Th Library includ 
volum on Am rican J wry and g neral J wi h hi t riography ob i­
ou ly full of material whi h were in no n d f tran lati n. imply 
put Behrman ha de ign d a t f bo k which it hope t II a 
anthologie ~ r popular adult ducati n c ur r intr ductory col-
leg c ur e in J wi h tudie . Th id a i n t without m rit. and th 

I cti n f editor ha n fir t-rate (Mar hall klali 1 id re 
Tw r ky Micha I M y r). 

Tw qu ti n pre ent them Iv . Ha th publi h r cho n a 
th me of broad intere t that an be treated u fully thr ugh election 
from original document ? Ha the editor intelligently cull d th body 

f available mat rial and mad a uitable I ti n and pli ntati n? 
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There can be no question that the Holocaust is a topic that must 

be faced by anyone who seeks to understand contemporary Jewish 

life, the perspectives of modem Jewish thought, or himself. The 

Holocau t has changed all of us. But there is a legitimate question 

whether Dawidowicz's approach, which is essentially that of social 

hi tory, i one that fits the interest of the target audience. 

Dawidowicz' anthology differs from its predecessors, such as Albert 

Friedlander' Out of the Whirlwind, in two significant respects. 

Earlier anthologie limited their material to the Jewish experience as • 

ho tage, victim and urvivor, and included reflections on the Shoah 

by urvivor and other . Dawidowicz includes materials on the 

emergence of azi ideology and ends her anthology in 1945. There is , 

no pla e here for Fackenheim, Maybaum, Heschel. Wiesel, et al. 

A in her magi terial tudy, The War Again t the Jeu.-., 

Dawidowi z pre ent election from Nazi publication . The fir t 

third of thi reader detail the emergence of the "Final Solution." 

Her particular th i i well-known. She claim that the de truction of 

all Jew wa e ential to Hitler' apocalyptic vision and that hi set 

poli wa to brin about not only a judenr in Germany but the 

liminati n of Jew everywhere. She World War II not imply a 

a tru gl fi r Leben raum or to r, ain German pre tige lo t at 

r aill but a a drive to complete Hitl r war again t the Jew . 

h I ti n pre nted are de igned to prove thi point. 
Ha in br adened th cope of Holocau t material beyond the 

J i h r p n Dawidowicz unfortunately goe no further. The 

tud nt ill n t find h r material on the larger economic and 

2~:,m~.liti I i u ba i to the global conflict· on the emergence of 

i t r up thr ugh ut Europe· on the di parate political realitie 

in th upi d countrie (why Bulgarian acted on way and 

R umanian an th r)· n th pr ure within the Allied govem­

nt that mad th m unre pon i to Jewi h pl a for i a or gun • 

n th ntin nt- id ur of anti- emiti m· or on the reaction of 
rid J'°' 0

· " '"' ' 

n n-J id Dawidowicz p en nly the te -
t in th ~ 'Final Solution th azi . Ther 
u f o wh atched pa ively or from th ti w 

and d to ave. From th i h id there i a 
d taili re ti n of th in tituti f German Jewry to 
r i d then the focu ·ft entirely to ea tern 

ti n pre ent lifi in th n wly tab-
• h ivitie and th moral dilemma of th 

Jud nri:it nu f per nal de ription of the d portation and 
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a few diary entries by those who took part in the resistance. Each 
section is provided with an intelligent and well-written introduction 
that provides the necessary identification of documents and persons. 

Dawidowicz' s anthology, as her history, reflects a traditional 
Jewish perception which sees what happens to Jews as set apart and 
unique. I do not know if any one volume could provide the broader 
frame, but certainly any course worth its alt must. Even within 
Dawidowicz's self-imposed limit it is urpri ing that there are no 
documents that might provide insight into the reaction of the trapped 
Jew of western Europe or contemporary non-Jewi h reaction , both 
governmental and private, both helpful and malignant. 

We need to know more about the mental et of the victim . Celia 
Heller' recent On The Edge of De truction provide an under tand­
ing of the corro ive pre ure of a similation, a be eiged orthodoxy, a 
forced urbanization, and a re urgent nationali m and anti- emiti m 
that haped the Jew who later became the citizen of the ghetto and 
the victim of the death camps. The pa t i alway prologue, and an 
under tanding of Jewi h reaction require not only ome under land­
ing of Nazi policie and of human nature, but of the pecial condition­
ing of tho Jewi h ·oul phenomena: Bund ide l gy urbanization 
and anomie a imilation the cla divi i ns the Jewi h commu­
nity the uprooting of the village Jew, et . 

The tudent will not find her philo ophic or theological reflec­
tion on the meaning of the Holocau t. Yet it i preci ly uch 
material that rai the i ue which preoccupy the young tudent who 
eek to under tand thi trag dy it demand on him and the human 

condition. My univer ity tudent turn to the hoah a a trag dy that 
place demand on them and that may open to th m om und r land­
ing of them l e and th human condition. Th ren wal of J wi h 
lifi in an oppr ed community th p ych logi al inability of an 
impri oned community t handl overwhelming tra d th urpri -
ing ordinarin f daily lifi in th ghett th continuati n f narrow 
parti an hip th m rg nc f J wi h infi nner and black mar-
ket r th c nfu i n of th irtue of rvi and ffic with th 
chan fi r pecial fav r by m mber of th Judenri:it -th are th 
compon nt of lifi und r ultimat tr that they mu t w igh a they 

k to under tand them Iv and th ir c mmunity and t fi rm me 
judgm nt f human nature. 

I wa un xpe t dly mov d by th intr du ti n t thi v lume 
which i n t nly a brilliant treati on th proper handling of 
docum nt but a m ving expo ition of ''Operation On g habbat 
and imilar con iou effort by hi torian archivi t and diari t to 
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set down a record of the horror even as it was happening to them, to 
ave the record of the community if they could not save themselves. 

Dawidowicz teaches Holocaust Studies at Yeshiva University. 
A a first reader for a student studying Holocaust history, this volume 
i exceptional. Those of us who present the Holocaust to this genera­
tion will always be grateful to her for the depth and range of her 
learning that has guided and informed these well-chosen pieces. 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

D IEL JEREMY SIL VER i rabbi of the Temple. Cleveland, and Ad jun t Pro-
fi r f R ligion at C W tern Re erve Univer ity. 

Studie in Rabbinic Judai m. By Alexander Guttman Ktav Publish­
ing Hou e Inc. New York 1976, 282 pp. 

THI VOL M i a collection of ix teen of Profe sor Guttmann' 
ay • all of them originally appeared in the Hebrew Union College 

Annual, th Jewish Quarter/ Review, the CCAR Yearbook, and 
ariou Fe t c hriften. The earlie t piec was publi hed in 1941 the 

m t re nt in 197 5. 
In a brief fore word Profe or G ttmann tell u that he '' con­

ntrat d nth problem of Rabbini Judai min . . . antiquity the 
ri din which the accompli hment of the rabbi urpa 10 1mpor­

tanc and con equence later accompli hment . The ancient rab­
bini period i indeed the focu of Profe or Guttmann long and 
pr du tive holarly career. Yet the e e ay for all that they con­
tribut t ur under tanding of the ancient rabbi their problem and 
th ir reativity ay much and perhap more albeit indirectly 
ab ut th tandard canon and principle of mod rn J wi h hol-

hip. 
M d m J wi h holarship re t firmly on th tradition of Euro­

an Wi n chaft de Jud ntum . lt i quit po ibl for rabbi in th 
I 70 t ackn wl dg th importan of thi tradition of ientific 

h lar hip and y t to lo tou h with what ientific holar hip 
reall d mand f the re arch r. Th enormou fl d of holarly 
publi ation r th I t fi w y ar both in I rael and th United 

tat uld quit ov rwh Im the rabbi wh wi bed eriou ly t k ep 
b t f mod m J wi h I aming. Th re i imply t mu h to read 

t mu ht di t. Thi collection of y non over fifty page 
pr vid fi t-cla ampl f genuin i n haftli h chol-

hip in t rm f method I gy di iplin and purpo ful d v lop-
m nt f th and hypoth and thu t mod m rabbi can ren w 
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contact with the style and technique of scientific rabbinic learning, as 

well as with its results. The volume is a fascinating vade mecum for 

serious students of Jewish life who wish to see how a scholar goes 

about the task of unraveling the complexities of rabbinic tradition. 
The first three essays comprise al most one third of the entire 

volume. They are "The Problem of the Anonymous Mishnah," 

HUCA, vol. 16 (1941); l'Akiba-Rescuer of the Torah," HUCA, 

vol. 17 ( 1943); and "The Significance of Miracles for Talmudic 

Judaism" HUCA, vol. 20 (1947). The fact that thee essay are all 

over thirty years old means, of course, that a great deal of sub equent 

scholarship both here and abroad ha treated the ame ubject or 

important aspects of them. Thus, conclu ion and point of view may 

have altered and shifted through the year on thi or that point. But 

that is not of primary importance. The e three es ay repre ent, fir t 

of all, arguments and proofs which later scholar hip had to acknowl­

edge and deal with; they could not be di mi ed out of hand. Se ond 

some of Profe or Guttmann s sugge tion and conclu ion remain 

compelling even a generation later· and third the cholarly di ci­

pline the technique the methodology f p ci e pain taking 

analysi of text i a m del of cholarl ti an hip. Pr fe or 

Guttmann move cautiou ly y t c nfident y fr Jm point t point in 

hi argumentation. He g wh re the text l d him· h d not ift 

the text for upport of hi own point of vi w and n glect oth r 

material. He take account of th r ult of prior cholar hip with th 

ame care and con ideration that h applie to th t xt it If. Th r i 

no dogmatic rejection of ther vi w and id a , only m thodical 

counterargument. It i not out of plac th rei re to n t that in 

Profe r Guttmann w are dealing with a g ntleman a w II a a 

holar. That combination may em a lich, but it repre nt 

another ignificant canon of i ntific ch lar hip. On may ar u 

and vigorou ly again t meth d orconclu i n , but n h uld n v r 

indulge in negativ personal ret ren . Thu th fir t thre 

ay th ir ag notwith tanding mplify ch larly II n and 

dignity. 
But there i a le obviou a pe t f th thre ay whi hi 

found al o in virtually all th th r and d rv mm nt. J wi h 
holar hip not cur in an m ti nal r p ych lo ical v uum. 

It can and d involv a profound and pa i nat mmitment t th 

hope dream vain and w lfare f the J wi h pe pl . Thi d 

not mean that th cholar mu t perfi r ad pt any particular political 

or ial view in hi or her holarship· ind d polemi and pe ial 

pleading are inappropriat in h Jar hip. It d mean that th 
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scholar should be able to feel the triumphs and tragedies of Jewish 
history with humane sympathy. The scholar should be able to view R. 
Akiba and R. Meir and Judah Hanasi as human beings engaged upon 
serious work of some enduring interest and moment. Scholarship 
need not be any the less careful or critical (even critical of the past) 
simply because it reflects a love for Jewish tradition and its heroes. 
Indeed, scholarship is itself enhanced by the scholar's profound 
human commitment to the subject of research. 

Professor Guttmann' s essays abundantly reflect commitment to • 
the Jewish people; and his scholarly method is not one whit di­
minished by an implicit and explicit sympathy for and loving appreci-
ation of the values and goals of the Jewish people and rabbinic , 
Judaism as he understands them. The very titles of various essays 
ugge t this a pect of Profe sor Guttmann' s work: '' Akiba-Rescuer 

of the Torah;" "Judaism and the The New Jewish State" (HUC 
Monthly, Pa sover, 1948); ''The Moral Law as Halakhah in Reform 
Judai m ' (CCAR Yearbook, 1958); and 'The Role of Equity in the 
Hi tory of Halakhah" (Julius Mark Jubilee Volume, 1975). Even in 
the more technical article dealing with tannaitic materials e.g., 
• The Significance of Miracle for Talmudic Judaism and "The 
Patriarch Judah I-Hi Birth and D ath, the men and events of 
th long-past centurie become mo~ real to the reader not only 
becau of the. cholarly accumulation f detail that make them come 
ali but al o becau e the age are ubtly treated a genuine per on 
and not a mere cardboard cut-out of hi torical figure . 

Becau th early hi tory of rabbinic Judai m ha alway been 
Pr fe r Guttmann' pecial area of intere t and experti no le 
than twelv of th e ay reflect concern with rabbinic antiquity. Thi 

n ntration i at once a trength and a weakne of the book. The 
l ar preponderance of work in the earlier period mean that on 

porti n f rabbinic tradition i more thoroughly explored on et of 
r nalitie and ubj t m re detailed for u . Yet th va t po t­

talmudi rabbinic tradition i r latively untouched. Profe or 
Guttmann d d al with me m d rn problem .g. artificial 
in mination· but th pl ndid methodology and cholarly di ipline 
appli d t rec v ring th w rid of Hill l are n t imilarly applied to 
p bl m in th live and careers of y an I rael I rlein or a 

I m n b. Adret. Th period of primary intere t and fa cination for 
Pr fi r Guttmann i really nfin d to rabbinic antiquity· for him 
lat r ra are apparently n t creativ or a minal. The point could 

d bated. The ab nc of e y on the later period of rabbinic 
tivit doe n t detract from th e cell n of th ay on th 
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earlier periods. But rabbinic Judaism does involve the post-talmudic 
eras, too, and they are in their own way as significant for rabbinic 
tradition as the ancient period. 

While the scholarly quality of the articles remains high through­
out, some of the pieces were clearly written as fully detailed studies to 
be published in a scholarly journal, while a few were clearly written 
for presentation in other contexts, e.g., The Jewish Chronicle or the 
discussion session of a CCAR convention. This fact, of course, 
affected the length and the amount of detailed argumentation that 
could be offered. Consequently, the reader becomes aware of a 
literary unevenness among the essays, as between, say, a forty-four 
page study of the significance of miracles for talmudic Judaism and 
the four page mini-study of artificial insemination. This unevenness 
leaves the reader wishing that Professor Guttmann would have 
amplified the shorter presentations on some later occasion. 

We should recall one more factor. The earliest essay in this 
collection is dated 1941, only a few months after Professor Guttmann 
came to the United States from the vileness and perversion that 
destroyed the great centers of European Je i h life and learning. 
Professor Guttmann did not let the orrow and terror he had left 
interfere with the reestablishment of his ch larly life of hi type of 
scientific research in his new home and in hi new language. Hi 
commitment to Torah and it expo ition blos omed in new and 
congenial urroundings. He did his part in eeing to it that Wi -
senschaft de Judentum would be carried forward. The e e ay are 
ultimately the fruit of a cholar and cholar hip that cannot bow to 
adversity and mu t ever redi cover a time and place to flouri hand to 
JO ptre. 

Stephen M. Passamaneck 

M. PASSAMA ECK i Profe r of Rabbini at the Heb w Union 
- J wi h In titut of R ligi n Lo Angel . 

Falaqu ra Book of th Seek r, Tran lated and edited by M. 
Her chel Levine. Studie in Judaica No. 7 Ye hivah Univer ity. 
New York 1976. 

THI I TH FIR T ct ion of a work that i mad up of thre part and 
that will eventually be publi hed in its entirety. Profe or Levine' 
tran lation i accompanied with u eful footnote and an introduction 
that give u the life time philo ophy and other information about 
Falaquera a thirteenth century Spani h Jewi h writer and thinker. 
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Despite the introduction by the editor of the series in which it is 
said that "Falaquera ... held that the major concern of such 
speculation [philosophy] was knowledge of one's essential being or 
the uniqueness of one's personality," Prof. Levine tells us "that 
originality which is so highly prized by modem critics was regarded 
in a lesser light by both Arab and Jewish authors in the middle ages. 
Literary invention was suspect inasmuch as it was a form of usurpa­
tion of God's power of creation." This is an important aspect of the 
book. The seeker does not seek uniqueness of personality but he does 
eek the '' acme of all sciences,'' philosophy. One wonders whether 

he eek Athenian wisdom; and if he does, how does this fit in with 
Sinaitic wisdom? This one assumes, will be clarified when we have 
the whole book. 

The Hebrew of thi work i difficult to tran late into English. 
The tran lator ha done a good job; yet one would have hoped for 
ome pertinent ob ervation on the matter. One page 60, for example, 

the tran lation read ''Other lack the ability to do whatever con-
cience demand even though they have the power of in ight. The 

Hebrew te t (Vienna, 1875) has th word HaHi taklut which i 
tran lat d for u a both in ight an c n cienc . Of cour ome of 
th k y rd in the book are difficult t r n late but on i bothered 
b H c n ienc ' in the ent nc . 

Thi volume i mo t u eful. It ould be utiliz d in adult cla 
f on regati n . It i a g d introduction to rtain p ct of th 

m di al J wi h mind. B th th tran lat r intr du ti n and th t t 
ill h Ip adult cla g t over th comm nly h Id t reotype ab ut 

m di al J i h lifi and thought. It i ven po ibl that m 
n regant might be m ek r for th pl t ha a rt in harm 

that pr ti und r bo k lik Maim nid Guid , la k. 
Th k r ha a re ti qualit t it· it mbodi both k pti-

i m and faith. Th hara t ri ti mak it appealin t th n-
t m rar t mper. 

Monfi rd Harri 

thi and Human R lat ion hip . B rman D. Hir h. y rk: 
rlt n P In . 1976. 

THI 

ad pl 
MP T treati on thi i th pr u t fa di iplin d mind 

thi al pirit and a remarkabl I an pr t I . In ight 
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pages Norman Hirsh ha pre ented a comprehensive and often com­
pelling response to such questions a : Why be ethical? What is a 
moral law? Do the' 'ten words'' deserve to be regarded as an impres­
sive moral system? How can the traditional morali t meet the chal­
lenge of "situation ethics?" 

The ix chapter of text are precisely worded, amply and aptly 
illustrated, and well organized. It i apparent that the reader i being 
treated to the fruit of a carefully planted and well-tended garden. 

Norman Hir h i a congregational rabbi. He traddle two level 
of ethical di cour e. On the one hand, he addre e a reader who will 
not be comfortable with an explicitly theological ground for ethic . 
At the ame time the author per onal thei tic po ture i evident and 
hi ch ic of illu tration rev al th degre to which hi ethical 
reflection have b en nouri h d b Judai m. 

Hir h in i t on th reality of moral law. An individual may 
fi rmulat th law but h d not create it. "Th our e of th law i 
th comple tructure f od' s ~ r ation. . . ' 

Hir h furth r di tin ui he bet e n tw kind of moral law: 
m ral prin iple and moral rul . Rul rm·t eption and ar not 
binding in v ry ituation or i ty. 8 ontra t moral prin ipl 
ar uni r al . . . th are ot d in th natur f human r lation hip 
it If. 

U ing thi di tincti n. Hir h pr c d t di cu th Ht n 
rd a a m ral t m ntamm n moral principle ('"Thou 

halt ha n th r od bei M and i ht m ral rul . Th 
prin ipl r phra d a a qu ti n: Am I b ing I al to G d? 

i n f th ral prin ipl mm nly known a th 
• • I ir h find it """"''~,;Jar t uppl m nt it with an th r 
prin ipl 'th fre d m rul h t i hat ful t you a c pt in 
an th r· hat i d • bl t u d n t impo n an th r. 

Thi an hardl d ju ti t th ri hn f th t ati . It 
u I I n in ry T mpl Libra and an h Ip u in our 

t a hin f hildren and dult . 

Rabbi Hir h n Jud ith n pil u dra n 
M kilta. h hild n f I ra I rri d t ark in th ir 

and rin . in d th T n mmandm nt • th 
f J . ref th Midra h th per n h 

fr m th 
ild m 

... ,d,l'O m n rk d n f th t n mmandm nt n-
t in d in th th r ark. 
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The author concludes: '' What, in the moral realm, arouses 
wonder? Think of two arks in the wilderness. The moral law and, 
despite everything, the human beings who keep it.'' 

Samuel E. Kar.ff 

SAMUELE. KARFF is rabbi of Congregation Beth I rael, Hou ton, Texa . 

A Good Age. By Alex Comfort. New York: Crown Publishers, 1976. 
224 pp. $9.95. 

The Bereaved Parent. By Harriet Sarnoff Schiff. New York: Crown 
Publishers, 1977. 146 pp. $7. 95. 

~BBIS are increasingly aware of the aging process-and they 
hould be. The median age of congregants is rising at the very time 

when our youth population is declining. For our own careers thi is 
ignificant, because we have been acutely onscious of the fact that, 

unle a rabbi has reached his lifetime PQSt by age 50 (Sanford Seltzer 
made it 45 in his recent article on pla ement) his pro pect for 
movement are dim. Then, too, soon r or later mo tofu are con­
fronted with retirement, a tate far too many dread. I there nothing 
that an be done about the e ad prospect ? I believe that we have it 

ithin our power to alter ome of the pre ent tereotype about aging 
and retirement. The youth cult of the pa t decade i dimini hing· 
America i beginning to awaken to the fact that the bulk of it 
population will oon be middle-aged and older. One tati tic ha it 
that by the year 2000 one-fifth of all American will be 65 and over. 
Rather than view with alarm let be po itive about it. And a good 
pla to begin a po itive approach i with Dr. Alex Comfort A Good 
A . 

With the ame directne with which h penetrated our bed­
r om with hi Jo of Se and More Jo , Dr. Comfort one of the 
fi under of th ience of gerontology ha brought hi forthright and 
witty pen to de cribe the aging proce and what we can do about it. 
After tating what i fal in America attitude toward aging he 
point up nine fact about growing older that are pure comm n n 
d mythologizing th attitude . Th bulk of hi book-like hi x 
bo k -provide a potpourri of point about the aging proce 
arrang d alphabetically from Agi m and Arthriti to Wrinkle and 
Y uth. Abounding in m zzotint illu tration of nior citiz n of 
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fame, with copious marginal quotes from literature regarding the 

blessings of age, the book is full of quotable quips and solid sense: 

A an "old" per on, you will need fourthing - dignity, money, proper 

medical service and u eful work. Th y are exactly the thing you 

always ne~ded. 

You normally take out in urance for a urviving partner. Take out 

urvivor in urance by having a mutually agre d plan of reaction which 

will go into operation automatically if death hould occur. 

Ordinarily though tie folk hav learn d not to parrot anti-Semitic, raci t 

and otherwi e cially poi on u phra e • becau both th per ·on th y 

in ulted, and decent citizen generally, rebuk d th m. It i high time to 

put agi t remark in the am .. • ially unacc ptable" cat gory . 

War . . . Th point fin luding it h re i. that wars arc ju ·t about the 

only ir um ·tanc which mak our oci t . . . drop its prejudice .. 

Comfort conclude hi introductory ection with the following 

call to revolutionize: 

Thi book won't immediatel alter oci ty . On th th r hand, th re i 

nothing lik th realizati n that "thi • nccdn 't ·o., t mak m n and 

w men radical. Th ·uppo - d c n r ati m and quicti. m of lid pcopl 

a myth about to be explod d. Th ~ , a mu ha th y ung, can ki k 

ciety in it ·ial c ns ien c . 

From thi brief de cription and the e fi w quote it hould be 

evident to you-th ocial action activi t the armchair vi i nary th 

latter-day prophet th J wi h traditi nali t with innat re pect for 

what i • old th pa tor par excellence, or ju t th human being 

growing older every day-that h r i a book with a m ag ~ r ur 

tim . 
And which f u a rabbi , can v r forg t ur pa toral inad -

quacy when w wer c nfront d by parent wh y ung hild had 

ju t died? Harriet Sarnoff Schiff a Detroitjoumali t ha writt n The 

Bereaved Parent out of h r n h anr ndin peri nc . Aft r 

orting out th motion and r a ti n f family fri nd , and th r 

would-be c mti rt r h ha r port d what an and cann t omi rt 

in the fac of that uniqu but n t infrequ nt human trag dy. H r th i 

i : Don t compound the trag dy by I tting ther human relati n hip 

die. The agony can be liv d throu h and ped ith. h t II y u 

how. 
Her experience ha pecial ignificanc for u a rabbi fi r h 

write a a po itive Jewe making frequent allu i n t Jewi h 

practic and tradition . Sh al an w r tho qu ti n with whi h 

w are o often confronted .g.: Should th family vi w th body fa 
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dead child? Should young siblings attend the funeral? Her response is 
a resounding yes. (In her case, she did one and not the other.) 

Each of her chapters deals sensitively, albeit unevenly, with 
some aspect of bereavement. She discusses funeral services candidly, 
recounts vividly the stages of grieving, and explores the oft-times 
weird displays of guilt feelings. She explains why and how marriages 
uffer so at such a moment and gives insights into the neglected 

feelings of the other children in the family. She shows clearly how 
ome people have faith and some lose it, and goes through some of the 
tep needed to regain equilibrium. Her expositions are excellent. We 

may differ with some of her assertions, but for the would-be coun-
elor and/or comforter there is much of value. Mrs. Schiff's complete 

openne and her ability to dissect feelings make this slim little 
volume a mo t helpful compendium at a time of trial-not only for 
the grief- tricken but also for the pastor. 

Malcolm H. Stern 

RABBI MALCOLM H. STERN i Dire t r of the Joint Pia ment Commi ion of 
th ntral Confi ren of American Rabbi and t Union of American Hebrew 

ngregation ew York. 

Th Drunkenness of Noah. By H. Hirsch Cohen. 
r ity: Univer ity of Alabama Pre I 974. 

H I R o A TORY many time and having come to a conclu ion 
ab ut it meaning and ignificance one often cea to pay attention 
t th d tail and i unaware of the imperfection of one perception. 
Th t ry f oah i uch a tory. At the end of Noah ucce ful 

ape from th flood he plant a vineyard harve ts the grape make 
in and bee me drunk. Th mental image of the man wallowing in 

hi n filth bring t mind th d r lict of the modem city. W are 
II d b th n . Hi n ent r and m k hi fath r c ndi-

ti n· nd h n he tell hi brother th y ar o horrified that they out 
f res1oect c r th ir drunken and naked father without l king at 

him in u h a hameful tat . On think how th hero ha fallen. W 
n ry at th di re pectful n and are proud of th concern f th 

th r t n . W pa ov r th t ry without a ond glanc . 
Or uld until H. Hi h Cohen wrot hi book Th 

if oah. Th book fi r all it ~ vity (116 pag oft t 
pa appendi ith n t and bibli raphy) re xamine with 

t r th Id familiar tal . 
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Is it possible, he asks, that the man selected to be the second 

Adam should be the world's first drunkard? Cohen rejects the notion 

that the explanation is to be found in the statement that Noah was 

merely righteous in comparison to the rest of his generation. Cohen 

further rightly cannot accept the notion that they are really two 

Noahs-the one of the flood story, and the second the father of 

viticulture. He sees the story as a unified one, joining a growing 

number of scholars who have called the documentary hypothesis into 

question. 
Cohen explores the role of wine, fire, and exuality in the 

ancient Mediterranean world and comes to the conclu ion that Noah 

is the New Adam who i given the responsibility of repopulating the 

world after the flood. He drank the wine in an attempt to increa e the 

eminal potency of hi ix-hundred-year-old body to the point where 

he would be able to fulfil 1 the commandment. U ing a combination of 

p ychoanalytic in ight a fertile and creative mind, a well a an 

ingeniou philological examination of the text, Cohen ha opened 

new po ibilitie of interpretation. 
Cohen al o dispute the long-held n tion that the Babylonian 

flood myth i the ource of the Noah to -. H c nn ct it to volcani 

eruption on th Aeg an i land of Th r und 1450 B.C.E. He 

tran late the word mabbul ••flood a i mic wav attempting to 

how that thi de cription fit m re n arly the de cription in th Noah 

tory. 
Rabbi Cohen offer a n w interpretation of Cain crim which 

depend nth .. new m aning h ha di vered fore rtain w rd . 

For example demut, • 'lik ne i not a phy ical de criptiv t rm 

but i • the ace pt d t rm tabli hing a kin hip covenant relation hip 

(pag 65). T elem . .. imag ,' i to be tran lat d a .. ag nt. Th re­

~ re G n. 5:3 ("wh n Adam had liv d 130 year h beg ta n in 

hi lik n (bidmuto) aft r hi ima (ket .. almo) and h nam d him 

th ) would m an that th would be th n thr ugh whom th 
c v nant w uld be perpetuat d and w uld rv a God a nt. 

Sine th i t God' a nt h n draw th clu n that in 

killed Abel au wa r j ted a G d a nt. 

For a work of ch Jar hip Th Drunk nn of Noah i xcitin 

reading- m what lik ad t tiv t ry. Th lu are ath red and 

analyzed and radually th luti n unfold . Th luti n ften hav 

a high de~ e f nov lty. But n v lty al n i n rea n t di mi 

them th ugh ne may hav re rvation about certain d tail • and in 

th nd it i po ibl that Cob n i wrong. H for th read r t 

refi u hi att nti n nth t xt and giv up hi fi rm r mplac ncy. 
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The book is both for the specialist who will want to examine 
each new interpretation and each philological suggestion in detail. 
The nonspecialist will find excitement in discovering different pos­
sibilities in an old tale. It is to be hoped that Rabbi Cohen will tum his 
creative imagination to other portions of the biblical narrative and 
open up other new vistas. 

Peter S. Knobel 

PETER S. KNOBEL i rabbi of Temple Emanu-El, Groton, Connecticut. 

The Ta}:,kemoni of Judah al-lfarizi. An English translation by Victor 
Emanuel Reichert. Jerusalem: Raphael Haim Cohen's, Ltd., 1973. 

Volume II (Gates 16-50) of the first full English translation of 
al-lfarizi' s (1170-1235) medieval classic The Ta}:,kemoni, contain­
ing a number of reprinted gates originally published in Hebrew 
Ab tracts, CCAR Journal, Judaism, JQR, New Series, and Studies 
in Medieval Culture, is of the same scholarly level as volume I 
(Introductory makama and Gates l 15),, completed in 1965. 
Reichert' translation, based primarily on the rare Editio Princeps 
M . (Con tantinople, 1578) and support d by collateral readings of 
manu cript found in the British Museum, London; the Bodleian 
Oxford· the Bibliotheque Nationale Paris; the Palatine Library 
Parma· and the Adler Ms. at the Jewi h Theological Seminary of 
America New York i meticulou and on the whole, accurate. The 
tran lation read moothly with hardly a Hebrewi m and the transla­
tor wi ly adhere to the nuance and yntax of the original. Hi mo t 
ignificant accompli hment i to capture in tran lation the many 

mood of the great Spani h Jewi h writer who po se sedan excellent 
c mmand of the Hebrew language coupled with biblical talmudical 
po ti al and philo ophical experti . 

The chapters of The Ta}:,kemoni (cf. II Samuel 23 :8 • named after 
n of King David bodyguard who achievement include the 
pear laying of 800 enemie at one time po ibly ugge ting al-

1:larizi image of him If a u ing wi dom and kill in defending the 
Hehr w language and literature again t detractor hypocrite and 

unt rfi iter ) have much to recommend them to the tudent of 
m di val Judai m: in ight erudition and provocativene . With 
cau tic humor and area m the author pre nt a kaleido copic 
pan rama of Jewi h life in the thirteenth century under different 

i tal pre ure that he experienced in hi numerou journey in 
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Spain, North Africa, and western Asia. His epistolary satire and 

lexical skill are influenced greatly by the Arabic makama (' place,'' 

where people listened to the entertaining rhetoric), a narrative form in 

rhymed verse, interspersed with short metrical poems, and best 

developed by the poetal-Hariru (1054-1121), whose manymakamat 

were translated into felicitous Hebrew by al-1:larizi in a work entitled 

Mal,zbarot /ti' el (Notebooks of Itiel), completed before 1220. 
An example of al-1:Iarizi's method is a paragraph in the twenty­

fourth Gate describing the foolishness of the }Jazzan at Mosul (a 
onetime flourishing Jewish community some 220 mile northwest of 

Baghdad): 

So the n xt m ming at dawn I went arly to th Synag gue. 
Behold, the Hazzan come in and eat him elf in the place fh nor. He 
begin with the hundred benedi tion , which trip glibly from hi tongu 
in memorized fa hion. He intone in a hrill, high voi : 

.. Ble dart Thou, 0 L rd, who ha created man a bea t. '' And in 
the verse of P aim he make o many mi take· that they ould not be 
counted. In tead f, 'K ep ba k Thy rvant from pre umptuou in,' 
(Me .. adim IJa.wd,) (P ·aJm 19: 14 he. aid: ·Train Th er ant al o awa 
from live. ( tle .. atim lfmwch). In. t ad of, 'H guard. all hi bone ,' 
( homer, P . 34:21) h aid, ·H break aH hi lxln s' t'ihob r). In t ad 
f, 'He giv y u in plenty the fat f wh at.• ~ / ,, ~i1tim) (P alm 

147: 14) he aid, 'He give y u in pl nty a Wl nJ of harpn .' (bert ,, 

l,zaddim). In tead f, Wh • v rs th h av n ith I ud .' (P aim 147:8 
b'avim), h aid, 'Wh ers th heaven with d the • (b' adim). 

In tead of, • Let I ra Ir j i e in hi male r (P aim 149:2) h aid, • Let 
I hma I r j i e in E au.' (Th pun h r i on "Yi ra I" nd 
"Yi hma I" and .. 0 v" and·· a . • ) In t ad of "Prai Him with 
tringed in trument and th pipe." P aim I 0:4) (b' minim ii' u a,1 ) h 
aid 'Prai Him with h and era k . ' (g' vinim ,,• u ah). And 

in tead f. • And in y ur hand it i t m k . and t i trength t II,• 
/' ad lu/'ha., k)(I hr ni I 2 :12)h aid. 'AndinY urh nditi t 

defame and d injur to all' (/' culef u' I' ha·ik). H w nt on in thi 
f hion until I a ham d nd I r pent d f ha ing '- m to t 

n u . Y t I remained ii nt nd put m h nd t m mouth. 

In every generati n and in every J wi h community th r i ala a 

reincarnation of thi type f • ervant f th Lord. ' Thi i n 

illu tration among many of th tim l n and ntemporan ity f 
al-1:{arizi pen. 

Dr. R ichert ha rend red a real rvic by making availabl t 

the Engli h- peaking w rid an important m di val work of b lie -

Lettre . But the volum ha it h rtcoming . It lack ub tantial 

footnot glo ary and ann tat d bibli raphy n c ary guid 

for layman and tudent. Th tran lat r fi ~ rd hibit mpathy 

and elf-flattery but hardly a word of pen trating critici m-hi t ri-
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cal, literary, social, or otherwise. The specialist will want to consult 
A. Kaminka (1899) or Y. Toporowsky's (1952) editions of the 
Hebrew original, and critiques in Hebrew and German on the literary 
acumen of al-1:{arizi. 

A critical English edition of The Tabkemoni still remains to be 
done. 

Zev Garber 

ZEV GARBER i A ociate Profe or of Jewi h Studie , and Chairman of the Jewi h 
Studie Department, Lo Angele Valley College Van Nuy , California. 

ISAAC LAMDAN: A Study in Twentieth-Century Hebrew Poetry. 
By Leon I. Yudkin. Ithaca: Cornell University Pres . 255 pp. 

PRoFE SOR YUDKI , lecturer in modern Hebrew at the University of 
Manchester, merits a wannyeyasher koah for this illuminating study 
of a uperb I raeli poet, too long neglected in the pantheon of Hebrew 
ver e. I aac Lamdan ( 1900-1955) immigrated to Pale tine in 1920 
with the thirda/i ah. He wa deeply scarred physically and emotion­
ally by the av age pogr m and riot that eru ted in the Ukraine from 
1918 to the end of 1920 and in Whit u ia from 1919 to the middle 
of 1921. Hi whole family wa uproot d and parated· hi brother 

a butchered by the marauding terrori t . 
S n ing a wi p of hope in the initial emancipation of Ru ian 

Je r young Lamdan j ined th Red Army. But h wa pe dily 
di abu ed of hi illu ion. arr wly e aping being murdered in an 

rgy of be tiality that w pt th ountry h fled from the Ukraine and 
t rtu u ly mad hi way to Pale tin . In hi apocalyptic poem 
• Ma ada • h pours out hi litany over th fate that compelled him to 
fl t Ma ada (hi ymbolic I ution for Pale tin ). In hi fir t ix 
tanza h lament : 

On an autumnal ni ht n h r bed f le pl ne 
Far fr m ur pilla d h m 
M m th r di d .. 

On Ukranian hi h ay lutt red ith rav 
Bui in ith pain 
M br th r peri h d. 

nd I 
T th rin my rumbling ul 
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To the last ounce of my strength 
Fled at midnight to the ship for exiles 
To ascend to Masada. 

In his poem Bamavo (At the Entrance), Lamdan poignantly 

voices his hope, bringing into sharp relief the despair that had crushed 

him in the Ukraine. Standing at last on the soil of Palestine, he 

implores: 

Open your gates, Masada let me the fugitive enter 

At your feet I place my ravaged oul 
Set it on your flinty anvil; beat it, forge it, 

hape it anew. 
Where else can I bring thi reeling weary body 

When all it hell of haven have fallen away? 

I attach my elf completely to the latch of your gate . 

Open them Masada, that I the fugitive may enter! 

Yudkin' comprehen iv tudy i pr nte in two part : ( l) 

• Lamdan and Hi P try,' and (2) .. P m in Tran lation." A 

penetrating chapter, HTh ew Hebrew Lit rature dealing with 

modemi m and the reapprai al of Judai m, and an ther analyzing 

Lamdan' poeti imagery enable the r ader better t under tand and 

appre iat the poet' d eper meaning . The c ntral theme of Lam­

dan' ver e em rge fr m hi haunting ob e ion with inexorabl 

Jewi h Fate. H engag in a ubiquitou earch for a new cale of 

value a viabl ide logy and an unyielding nationali m that will 

rve a a buckl r for hi gr ping gen ration. 
In additi n to hi inci iv analy i of Lamdan magnum opu 

Ma ada (publi hed in 1927, I 200 line and n w in it 10th edition) 

Yudkin pr vid u with highly competent critiqu of Lamdan 

oth r maj r work . Th y ar ; Ba-ritmah ha-Me hule. het (In th 

Thr fi Id Ham ) 1930· Mi efer ha-Yamin (From th 8 k of 

Da ) 1940· B -Maal h Akrabim (On th Scorpion A c nt) 

1946. Th latt r de rib the aim tin uperable ob tacl and tribu­

lati n th Zi ni t pi n er had to ov re m • fi r thi w rk Lamdan 

a award d th Brenn r priz . In 1951 h r ceived the priz fi r 

literature from th muni ipality of Ramat Gan wh re h mad hi 

r id n . 
Yudkin al 

betwe n th Pie 
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28: 11-19); "And Jacob Awoke" (v. 16); "Jonah Flees from His 
God'' (Jonah 1 :3). Each of the biblical figures, Yudkin tells us, was 
caught in the web of Fate; each was saddled with a "yoke" he neither 
sought nor could escape. The three protagonists-Abraham, Jacob 
and Jonah-are presented by Lamdan as a microcosm of the Jewish 
people as a whole. They are forerunners of the tragic Fate always 
lying in wait to ambush God's chosen people. The mission imposed 
on them can never be abrogated; they have no freedom of choice. 

In ''The Covenant between the Pieces,'' Lamdan alters the 
original biblical account to conform to his thesis regarding Jewish 
Fate. In Gen. 15: IO, Abraham drive away the birds of prey (ayit) 
wooping down to devour the piece . In Lamdan' s poem, the ayit i a 

vulture that can never be dis evered from the covenant made with 
Abraham. It i the poet' metaphor for the bitter destiny (goral) of 
uffering and agony awaiting Abraham's de cendant . 

In uFor the Sun Had Set" the empha i i not on Jacob' dream 
but on the extingui hed un ( darkne )-another metaphor for Jewi h 
Fate. In vain Jacob seeks to resist the ~yoke impo ed on him again t 
hi will: 

Where am I? Terrible i my Love 
Fencing me in with darkne . 

Leave me alone! I will no longer be pulled in 
again t my will to the affold of Your Lov 
0 my Lov r who educed m . 

Lamdan ··Jonah Fl fr m G d adh re cl ly t th 
bibli al t t. Hi un ucce ful revolt again t G d mandat embit­
t r him to th point f wi bing to di . • ·L t a e fini h me in their 
anger / Let th great d ep all m . Stripped n of th 
f re d m t di th pr ph t ail : 

nd 

JO 

I hall fl ! n th u h I kn 
Th pur u r and th pu u d are both ithin m . 
0 m G d i th re n t 
In me ret ranny f Y ur w rid 

ha n and refu al ~ r m ? 

t d pit th blud • 
mu t maintai th 

f at Lamdan 
nd. 

that 
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Yudkin is brilliant in hi analyses of the themes that are focused 
in Lamdan's poetry. He is especially perceptive in his interpretation 
of "Masada" as a testament to the generation of halutzim who came 
to Palestine in the third aliyah. They came to face the grim reality of 
building a new nation without supernatural help. They were not 
motivated by the eschatological motif that is intrinsic to the Jcwi h 
ethos. Their blueprint was a fusion of socialist and nationalist ideals. 

Lamdan identifie with the halut .. entering the new Ma ada: 

Who are you approaching with hand extended? 
The e are not my hand, • 
they are the hand of L rael. 
clutching for everything. 
Though all el e may fall from their gra 'P, 
They are at long la t. extended to embra e Ma ada. 

He doe not come eeking or expecting miracl . Though empty 
and hungry, fru trated and unfulfilled, he refu e to ome a a 
uppliant begging for a mor el to ate hi y arning oul. No! He will 

challenge mi erable Fate even ifit mu tend ind feat, ev n if, lik the 
ancient defender of Ma ada again t the Roman h , too, must re ort 
to uicide. He defie the hol au t pattern f hi tory· he will n ver 
urrender. 

Enough! You r I! 
Here th battl will ultimately be d id d! 

He realize that rel ntl Fat will n t relea him fr m th 
Damocl an verdict f J wi h hi t ord v r dangling v r-
head: 

F r u ther ha b n fr 
T be harbi 
Int our bl 
It i th ii that 

ur arlie t b ginning n 
n th f ac Qf th arth. 

n di till d. 
f ur 

And with it th i k ill ha n flam 
E n in Ma ada. 

Finall in ad pl 
. 

h ut hi m m pray r pour 
Gd: 

F r th wh aped uti nm an Ii n land 
And nt up t th an. 

utumn, 1977 

way 

h art t 

109 



BOOK REVIEWS 

Make their step robust, 0 Lord, that they stumble not, 
For they are weary. 
For those whose suns in the world's seven heavens are dark, 
Ordain, 0 God, a beneficence of the last Masada sun, 
For if this too brings them darkness, 
Where else could they go? 
Sustain their spirit, 0 God, 
And permit not the torch of rebellion 
they brought to the wall like holy Sabbath candles . 
to be extinguished. 
Shenit Masada lo tipol-Masada will not fall again. 
God, guard Masada! 

Profe sor Yudkin's excellent volume is the third in a projected 
rie under the caption '' Studies in Modern Hebrew Literature,'' 

aiming to acquaint English-speaking audiences with the richness of 
modern Hebrew literature. Two volumes have already been pub­
Ii hed: Abraham Mapu: The Creator of the Modern Hebrew Novel, 
by David Patterson, and Saul Tschernichowsky: Poet of Revolt, by 
Ei ig Silber chlag. Future volume will treat the colo si of modern 
Hebrew literature: Bialik Mendele chneour Hazaz and Agnon 
among other . 

A. Alan Steinbach 

L TEI BACH i rabbi m rtu of Temple Ahavath Sh I m, Brooklyn. H 
no Ii in Hollywood, Fl rida. 

Hoi~ Do You Spell Chanukah? A General Purpo Romani ation of 
H br ii for Sp aker of Engli h. By Wern r Weinberg. Cincinnati: 
H br Union College Pre 1976. Di tributor: Ktav Publi bing 
H u . 

''RoM tz I i d fin d by Profi r Weinberg a • 'rewrit-
in t t of a different ript ·'in th • Latin alphabet. The term 
r manization refers to both ''tran lit ration and tran cription which 
in their narrow meaning ignify a ign-for- ign and a ign-for- ound 

ndition re pectively. In thi learned and profe ional work we 
at la t pre nt d with an authoritative guid to th romanization of 

H bre fi r Engli h-reading audience that cannot handle Hebrew 
t t mfortably or at all. Tho of u wh are engaged in producing 
H br t xt fi r gen ral u are w 11 awar of th chao that exi ts in 
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the area of romanization. The author's proposals, which should attain 
universal acceptance, will put an end to the present confusion. It may 
be noted that these proposals have already been adopted by The 
American National Standards Institute in its publication, The Ameri­
can National Standards Romanization of Hebrew (New York, 
1975). 

The author expounds with erudition and with what one least 
expects in a work of this sort, charm, the careful reasoning that lies 
behind the romanization procedures he offers. The following points 
he makes, which are of particular significance, may be mentioned. 
First, the principle is laid down that no single romanization system of 
Hebrew into English can be adequate. Different romanization sys­
tems for different purposes are therefore required. (This principle is 
accepted by ANSI.) Accordingly, although the work deals primarily 
with a'' general-purpose rom~nization of Hebrew,'' it also presents a 
'' more exact system'' for those occasions when further precision is 
required. Second, the view is stressed that although some types of 
romanization lend them elves to international tandardization, a 
general-purpose Hebrew romanization doe not. Consequently, the 
romanization systems pre ented are intend d for the use of English­
speaking countries. Third a general-purpo romanization sy tern 
must be easy to use. Thus the igns used by th author to repre ent the 
Hebrew alphabet and vowels can be found on an ordinary Engli h 
typewriter. Finally the Hebrew pronunciation that the y tern pro­
vide may be described a ··general I raeli. Thi i wi ina much 
as mo t American Jew now accept the I raeli pronunciation. 

The ba ic nature of the general-purpo e romanization y tern 
pre ented by the author i homophonic. That i it i a phonic 
tran cription. Identical ound , or homophone are repre nted by 
the ame Engli h letter even if the Heb~ w ha more than one letter 
ignifying thee sound . Thu the bet andkhaf are both tran ribeda 
'ch.' (The "more exact y tern" of romanization differ from th 

general-purpo on primarily by providing different tran ription 
for the con onantal homophone . For example the }.,et i rend red ~ 
and the Kha kh.) Intere ting other example of implification in the 
general-purpo romanization are: di pen ing with the doubling of a 
letter containing a trong dage h • elimination f th hyph nating of 
prefixe • and omitting ign for the ale/ and a in (th u e of an 
apo trophe to repre nt ale/ and a in at th on et of a yllable within 
the word i howev r allowed a an option.) 

In addition to th author v ry th rough expo ition f hi 
romanization procedure which cover almo t all cone ivabl prob-
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lem situations that might arise, the work includes other significant 
items. Among the most helpful of these are word lists containing the 
transcriptions of Hebrew words most frequently used in romanized 
form. How Do you Spell Chanukah? . . . truly solves the problems 
of romanization, and presents for the first time a system that deserves 
to be the standard romanization we all employ. The author argues 
cogently for such standardization; he has also provided the means to 

accomplish it. Alvin J. Reines 

AL VI J. REINES i Profe or of Jewi h Philo ophy at the Hebrew Union College­
Jewi h In titute of Religion, Cincinnati. 

The Language of Herz' s Esther:'' A Study in Judeo-German Dialec­
tolog . Edited with Transliteration, Commentary and Lexicology, 
by Robert M. Copeland and Nathan Siisskind. Univer ity, Alabama: 
The Univer ity at Alabama Pre , 1976. 349 pp. 

E th r, a comic drama by Joseph Herz ( 1776-1828), an otherwi e 
ob cure hoolmaster of Fiirth in Bavaria is a remarkable work of 
Jewi h cial critici m in the form br and frequently ob cene 
burlesque written in a period of hi t ri al tran ition namely the 
beginning of the nin teenth century in German when many Jew 
found them Ive in harp ten ion between their former i olated and 
t tally Jewi h exi tence and then w tendencie and demand of the 
Enli ht nm nt. The language of the play i an extremely unu ual 
mi tur f variou form of Yiddi h German Slavi H brew and 
what th editors call '' inauth ntic . 

Th pre ent dition lovingly and carefully prepared by Dr. Robert 
M. Copeland and Profe r athan Sii kind th latt r profe r 
meritu f G nnan at th Cit C lie e of ew York and fi rm rly 
i itin profi r of Yiddi h at Y hiva Uni r ity (and al o my 

per nal m ntor in patiently plainin t m difficult point in th 
grammar and yntax of Old Yiddi h a w II a mod m Ru ian 

iddi h) i ba d n a rare Old Yiddi h t t f hi h th re ar only 
th~ n n pi tant. Th diti n pro ide I ) a fa imil f th 

ri inal Yiddi h in Hebre chara t r • (2) a tran lit rati n in R man 
lpha t faithfully pr rvin th ph n I y pellin t . f th 
ri ina)· (3) an trem Jy d tail d and t n iv running mm n-

tary in n Ii h that i divided into t part : one fi r th g n ral read r 
nd I a Jin f th ame pa for th h Jar in hi h 

ry d iati n from tandard rman and th W t m and t m 
Yiddi h i id ntified and e plained and all th e teri allu i n in th 

112 R Jour:nal 

• 



• 

BOOK REVIEWS 

text clarified; and ( 4) a lexicology, i.e., an alphabetic glossary of all 
the words discussed in the commentary, along with an exposition and 
references to scholarly literature. 

The genre of Herz's E ther is the well-known Purimsphil, un­
doubtedly the chief historical source of the Yiddish drama. 

According to the editors, Herz "wrote for the first generation of 
'emancipated,' 'enlightened' Jews of the Aujkliirung period in Ger­
many, for those especially who were still well versed in Jewish 
religious lore, who still knew Yiddi h but were more at home in 
German" (p. ix). Because of his constant (and often annoying) 
striving for humorous effects through deliberate mystification and 
distortion of term , the text i virtually unintelligible even to the 
skilled reader of modern Eastern Yiddi h without the uperb com­
mentary that ha been provided. 

This reviewer cannot agree with the editor that Esther i '' great 
art,'' but it i certainly ··a delight to read'' and a work of major 
importance for anyone intere ted in the development of th Yiddi h 
language a well a the hi tory of Yiddi h literature and the Yiddi h 
theater. 

The commentary provide a veritable tr a ure-trove of fa inating 
material. Only two xampl _ are here cit d: th brief but c mpr hen­
ive tat ment on th hi t ry f the Yiddi h langua (pp. IO 1- 05) 

and th excur u on Je i h nam (pp. 304- 0 ). 
Th comm ntary al include fa inating explanation of Yiddi h 

term . Thu fore ample there i an extrem ly h larly eight-pag 
not n the origin of the t rm Sc h/emi I (pp. 167- 74)· on th m aning 
of th word ohr n and da, n n {pp. 189- 9 l )· n th i nificanc of 
th term ch/agn <J\1 a Kapporoh (pp. I 2- )· and a highly nt r­
taining but at th am tim impec ably rudit xplanati n of th 
origin f th vulgar Yiddi h t rm fi ·r th mal g nital organ (pp. 
250-51). 

Th read r w II ed in Yiddi h ill find in thi bo k pe iall 
th c mm ntary aw rk f high-I v I h lar hip that will nhan 
hi kn wl d . n th reader wh kn w littl or n Yiddi h will 
di v r in it mu h that i amu in and nt rtaining a w ll 
pric I ly in tru ti . 

Th dit d r th arm t n ratulati n f all lo r f 
Yiddi h fi r thi pain takin and 11 nt mplar f h larly 

r arch. B rnard Martin 

i bb Hill I ii r r f J i h tudi t 
ni t it . 
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A Child's Prayer Book for the Holidays of Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. By Abraham J. Klausner. Printed in Yonkers, New 
York as a Temple Emanu-El publication, 1974; second printing 
1976. Distributed by Harry N. Abrams, Inc. 80 pp. 

A Sabbath Bar Mitzvah Service. By Abraham J. Klausner. Yon­
kers, New York: Emanuel Press, 1977. 46 pp. 

In both of these publications our colleague Abraham J. Klausner 
has enriched the small amount of worthwhile children's liturgical 
material presently available for use in Reform congregations. I be­
lieve, however, that the Rosh Hashanah and Y om Kippur prayer 
book, while, in my view, suffering from certain deficiencies to which 
I shall allude below, is the more valuable of the two works. 

In both ofKlausner's works the language and diction are excellent. 
The Rosh Hashanah and Y om Kippur book uses a vocabulary and 
syntax that would, I think, be comprehensible to most children 
between the ages of eight and twelve. The language of the Bar 
Mitzvah service is suitable for a congregation composed both of 
adult and adole cent . The High Holy Day prayer book contains 
reproduction of magnificent painting by the well-known Israeli 
arti t Shraga Weil and Nachum Gutman while the Sabbath Bar 
M it'Yvah Service contains lovely but somewhat less original ~d 
impre ive reproduction of watercolor painting pen-and-ink 
drawing and other art form by Judith S. Klausner. 

The prayer book for Ro h Ha hanah and Y om Kippur i distin­
gui h d by a number of ignificant element . In the Ro h Ha hanah 
ervice for in tance Klau ner give an excellent definition of prayer 

that in my judgment would be meaningful to children: ·Prayer i a 
rea hing out touching the thing we love and loving the thing we 
t uch (p. 2). He al o pre ent a very effective but omewhat altered 
er ion of the well-known Ha idic tory of the pea ant boy who could 

n t read Hehr w and blew hi whi tie on Yorn Kippur a hi expre -
ion f prayer (pp. 3- 4). Th author reinterpret the angel in the 
t ry f Jacob and th ladder a th patriarch prayer (pp.8-11). He 

und r c re the univer ali t motif that run throughout hi prayer 
bo k by retelling the midra h of th divin creation of Adam from 
lay f many differ nt kind and color . Th moral i xplicitly 
tated: ·w are all G d children (p. 16). Th Torah reading for 

R h Ha hanah remain the Akedah but in Klau ner version God 
d n t command Abraham to acrific I aa but to .. giv him up 
t Him If. Thi i a p ri tly ju tifi d paraphra of th literal 

114 C ARJournal 



BOOK REVIEWS 

"sacrifice" which must surely be highly traumatic to many young 
children. The Rosh Hashanah service also contains a fine reworking 
of the A vinu Malkenu that speaks significantly to the concerns of a 
child. 

My fundamental disappointment with Klausner is that in neither 
the service for Rosh Hashanah nor for that of Yorn Kippur is there any 
particular Jewish emphasis, any stress on specifically Jewish duties 
and obligations-to the synagogue, to the Jewish community, to 
Israel, to worldwide Jewry. In a time when ethnicity has again been 
recognized as fundamental to Jewish existence and survival, this is a 
puzzling anachronism. 

In the service for Yorn Kippur Klausner interprets the Kol Nidre as 
stressing the importance of words and promises. In this connection he 
retells the old story of the rabbi who commanded a tale-bearer to rip 
open a pillowcase and let the feathers scatter then attempt to gather 
them up again into the case. Here, once more, the moral is made 
explicit: "Just so, the words we speak and the promise we make, 
once spoken and sent on their way cannot be gathered again'' (p. 
54). The Yorn Kippur Service contains a sen itive reworking, on the 
child's level, of the Al /:let (pp. 60-61). It also includes, somewhat to 
my surprise, the detail of Jonah's being wall wed by the whale. 
Personally I suspect that even mall children ill find thi fanta tic 
and lead them to think that the Torah contain • fairy tale . ' They can 
hardly be expected to have a ophisticated under randing of the 
religious significance of myth and legend. 

I am probably not the right per on to review Klau ner' Sabbath 
Bar Mitzvah Service becau e I que tion th validity of the whole 
enterpri e of a pecial Bar Mitzvah ervic . Klau n r' book i 
characterized by ome elegant language and many profound in ight . 
For myself however I believe that the Bar Mitzvah hould be a 
minor part of the regular Sabbath morning rvic and that th 
cu tomary Sabbath morning liturgy ought t be u ed. I find my elf 
quite repelled by the continuing ''juvenilizati n of Judai m of 
which tran forming the Sabbath morning rvice into a pecial Bar 
Mitzvah ervice i only on facet. 

Since thi juvenilization i ubiquitou and inc becau of my 
own idio yncracie I hav a repugnanc to it I am hard-pr ed t 
find a ynagogu in Cleveland-wheth r R form Con rvative or 
Orthodox-whi h I can attend on Sabbath morning in good con-

ience and feel that I am truly engaged in wor hip. 
However I uppo that my per pectiv being that of a non­

congregational rabbi I omewhat kew d and that th r i a n d 
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for special Bar Mitzvah liturgies of the kind with which Klausner has 
here presented us. 

It was intriguing to discover that the author explains that ''God 
chose Israel' ' really means ' 'Israel chose God' ' (pp. 12-14), based 
primarily on his citation of the well-known midrash according to 
which God suspended Mt. Sinai over the heads of the assembled 
Israelites when they manifested a certain reluctance to accept the 
Torah. I find the idea of the' 'choosing people'' far more chauvinistic 
and boastful than that of God's admittedly arbitrary singling out of 
Israel, because, as the Book of Deuteronomy puts it, ''He loved 
them" (7:8). 

In this service Klausner describes the steps in a Jewish child' 
education. I doubt that any Reform Jewish child will reach the stage 
of studying Gemara (p. 23). I suspect that he will not even reach the 
study of the Hebrew text of the Bible, not to speak of Ra hi' 
commentary, which i also included by the author in the ideal cur­
riculum. (T. S. Eliot: '' Between the ideal and the reality fall the 
hadow. ") 

The Sabbath Bar Mit"'vah Service i far more Jewi h than the 
prayer book for Rosh Ha hanah and Yorn Kippur. It contain a good 
deal of Hebrew and al o include T I t y well-known encomium 
of the Jew (p. 35). 

I wa addened to see that Klau ner I a e room for a'· peech by 
the Bar Mitzvah boy (p. 41). I hav uffered through many u h 
pee he both tho e written by the boy and/or by hi rabbi, and I 

believe that, a a matter of el mentary humanene , the e h uld not 
be inflicted on any congregation. A one-minut prayer by th Bar 
Mitzvah boy i in my judgment more than nough. 

De pite th trictufi mad above I think that Klau ner ha giv n 
th Reform rabbinate and ynagogue two important c ntributi n and 
that he de rv our warm thank and congratulati n . 

Bernard Martin 

RD M RTI I bb Hill I ii r Profi r f J i h tudi 
ni rsit . 
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Of Zionism by-Walter Laqueur 

Holt, Relnhart nd Winston, New York 19..72, 640 pp. $10. 00 . 

R viewed by Daniel Jeremy Silver 

Walter Laqueur is a yo red. His vita indicate a he came to Paleetlne from 

Germ ny ln 1938 and left for England after the Second World War. Forced to 

, 
P le tine by Hitler rather than drawn the re by Zloniam Laqueur l ■ ■harply 

w re of the role of outside, that is non-ideological, force ■ ln th~ creation of 

th t t , "Zionism had neither money, nor mllttary power, nor even much po­

litic 1 nuis nee value. It could rely only on moral per■uaalon, not one of the 

mo po rf l l velers in political activity before 1918, and almo■t totally lnef-

f ctiv r" (59 ). Pr ctical Zloniam bought 1 nd, built collectlve ■ettlement• 

nd T 1 viv, 

t t ; but h d 

bl sh d industry and Hiatadrut, the lnfr tructure of the mod­

no be n for the Holocau t nd the ten■ of thou■and■ of Jew-

• h DP' horn no lll d ov rnment would admit, Bevln'• lntran■ l1ence (hl• 
• 

d m n 1 to r nt th 100,000 mmlgr nt c rtlfic te a1111e■ted by Pre•l• 

n 1g nee (which pr clud d any comproml■e ■bort of 

oo ) nd q c opportunity off red to the Sovlet Unlon to 

u h r 0 t 0 dd t - la r 1 would not have come lnto belq. 

L q co - y d pollt1c l analy■t who recognl ea clearly that th 

Z on 0 ch V nation 1 hom on tbelr D. tare• 

y ode UJA m tln1• of an • 1entlal anlty of th J• lab 

of atlonal hom . ot only th Zlo •t• 01'• 

0 o a but untll th Holoca at moat J ..... 
0 l ■huv. L u cl • t t 
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1925 the Berlin Jewish community spent more on local aoclal 1ervlce1 than the 

Zionist Executive collected worldwide for land purchaae and re ■ettlement. The 

evidence is telling. The luggage vote by succe11lve wave• of Jewlah emlgranta 

who packed their bags for every other deatlnatlon but Paleatlne. The clo■ed 

pocketbooks of the wealthy who turned deaf ear■ to Zlonlat leader• from Herzl to 

, 
Weizmann. Lack of Jewish support aa much aa dlplomatlc weakneaa lnhlblted 

not only the work but the political demand■ of Zlonl■ta throu1hout the pre-World 

War 11 period. Jewish romantic ■ will not llke thl■ book, bat lt wlll not be eaay 

for them to argue against its central thesi ■. 

L queur has written the political hl ■tory of a natlonallat movement rather 

than of Zionism. Though he occasionally mentlon■ the rellgloa• and emotlonal dl• 

• 
menaions of Zionism he says explicitly that he ha■ not wrltten a hl•tory of ldea■. 

o ' the pity. What emerge ■ ia a truncated lnterpretatlon. Abad Ha'am 

0 

li y 

s destructive critic whoae "concept of Jewlah ethlc• made bun op-

ol t c 1 Zioniam and power politic• ln general" (165). Rav Kook rate ■ only 

nc . Martin Buber la of intereat a■ an effectlve Zlonlat propa­

mon -ae aaimilated German youth, bat the Rand Corporation men-
• 

ch L queur'a di1ml1 ■e• "the dark hlnta, the myaterlou• phra■e• con-

c rnin ubj eta h1ch bove all needed precl■lon and clarlty" (168), a■ •~••n-

lly 1 v nt to Zlonlam. Laqueur ha• llttle 1111der1tandln1 or what lt mean■ 

. 
0 • p of 1r at vl1lon. "Zlonlam l1 • napon•• to antl-1emltl1m" 

( 96) nd mple, never deaperate and perbap• lllo1lcal commltmellt to 

d al or th• Je lib people. "J•wl•b nll1loa, Zion •• • 

- --
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symbol, the nostalgia for the lost homeland and other my1tlcal fac.tor1" (590) 
.. 

are listed as elements in the development of Zlonl1m: ll1ted and dl1ml11ed, ll1te~ 

and not comprehended. Laqueur understand• A. D. Gordon•• a Jewl1h varlatlon 

of Tolstoy enticed by a popular European conaclou1ne11 whlch empha1lzed "men, 
' 

nature, work. " He does not understand what brought Gordon to Deganla or kept 

him the re. Predictably he has little patience wlth rellglon. Orthodoxy la "Tal­

mudic legalism" (54). The rabbinic citation• ln Kall1her'• Deriahat Zion are 

not understood as Torah, credentials of authent~clty: but aa "rltuallatlc invo­

cations" (54). Libera l J udaism is little more than "the mlddle cla•• and upper 

,,_.. middle cl ss Jewish e stablishment and their rabble" (403). Gotthell and Felsen­

thal are listed, but not explained. Thumbnail lnterpretlve eketche1 are pro­

vided of Europe n Zionist leaders, great and not •o 1reaJ, but the rabblnlc lead­

er of Amerlcan Zionism (Wise, Silver ... ) ar atlck figure,, fiery 1•'\c:fe,:~& 111 

nd tmpatient ctlvlsts. No attempt la made to under1tand thelr rell1loua-Zlon~ 

l t phi osophy or their concepts of Zionist activity and 1trategy. 

L qu ur, the successful and subtle analy1t of many current European po• 

it C 1 118U , h r1tten a n imcomplete book whlch tell• u• a good deal about 

Z on· t ' tr t y, but ltttle a bout the Zlonlat aoul. Predictably he ln•l•t• ''that 

t d b t bl h th r th re ia a hlatory of Zlonl1m beyond 1948" (XIII). In po-

C one th l et te, a nation ll1t movement cea••• to have a 
. 

H occ ionally r f r1 to but patently doe• not envolve hlmaeU 

h h z on t commltm nt to a revolution of J'ewlab attltad•• and aware••• 

atlon :rew from Blallk'• crln1~1 Mac:cabe•• of Klablae• 

• 



• 
\ 

4 

into proud Jews of independent spirit), a Zlonl■m for whom 1948 remaln• a way .. . 

st tion, not an e nd. 

This book is divided into three .parts wlth a abort conclu■lon "Thirteen 
I 

Theses On Zioni sm. " Laque~r apparently sensed, and I belle~e correctly, that 

his chockful narra t ive somehow falled to lllumlnate hl1 central the ■e• about Zlon-

ism; to wit: Zionism was a response to the resurgence of European antl- ■emltl■m 

as felt by Jews who had broken free of their parochial environment and who reco1-

nized in antl-semiti sm a gathering and powerful .force whlch would not ■lmply 

dissipate with time and social progress. "Zloni■m la ... a child of aa■lmlla­

tion" (592). Zionism was "a psychological nece■■ity for central European lntel-

1 ctuals, who realized that the emancipation of Jew• trlggered off a powerful re-

ct1on" (592). ................... , Zioni ■t• generally believed that emigration 

th only feasible solution to the objectlv condition• of Eaatern Europe and 

h t th xistence of Jewish national home would ■hatter age-old atereotypea 

nd c 

h 

o h 

nc 

Z on 

d 

t n w political reality for the Jew■ of Weatern Europe. He denle• 

-19 8 Z1onlsm a a 1n any essential way commltted to a total ln1atherln1 

po nd m ark• on the apparent paradox that the atate came lnto 

t Ho ,oc u t ha d deatroyed the E ■tern commGDlty for whlcb lt bad 

t . 

h 

y n 

t ction of hi boo gr cefully revlew• the well known hlatory 

nt 1 th B lfour D cl r tlon. Part two con•l•t• of dlacar­

lon ll ■m, the left wLna-Soclallat Zloalam, tbe bri•lon• 

c of Z onlam. The moat perc ptl • ••••J l• tbe ftrat la 

- - -
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which L aqueur suggests that Arab and· Jewish natlonall ■m were alway■ lrreconcll-

able and that the prodigous attempts by Zionist leader■ to find a formula ■hort of . 

statehood which would win Arab cooperation were doomed to failure. The l ■■ue 

can only be judged as a questlpn of comparable right■. "The Jew■ had nowhere 

to go but Palestine. The Arabs could be absorbed lf nece••ary ln the nelghbor-

ing centers " (268). Part three is a forced march from San Remo to Lake Suc­

cess. Thi s is potentially the moat valuable aectlon of thl■ book, but ln fact lt 11 

the le st formed. Despite a piling up of detall Laqueur hae ·railed to ■hape the 

facts into meaning. He provides much lntereatlng detall about partle•, Congre•■ 

debates, the various youth movements, the kibbutzim ·and tbelr ldeologlee and 

intra-executive rivalries, but the material remalne undlge ■ted. There l ■ nowhere 

n investig tion in depth of the growing re ■tlv~ne ■■ of a Ben Qarlon or Sllver wltb 

eizmann's diplomacy. Nowhere doe ■ he aek whether a partlcular Zlonl■t'• pro­

r m is to be ta en at face value or whether men ma■ked tbelr thought• for dip-

lom tlc reasons. We shuttle back and forth between Tel Avlv, . Baile and London, 

but n v e the Zionist movement aa it wa■ known from wlthln. 

L qu ur i p rt1cularly 1uperficial in bl• treatment of the po■t-war year■ 

h n po 

nd S lv 

r d 

d 

C C 

h ft d to Palestine and New York. The qaarrel• between Wl■e 

nd b t n G~ldman and the Ame rlcan Zlonl■t Emer1ency Councll are 

p r on ll y d putee rather than a• fandamental ■trate1lc q11e1tlon1 

h int lty of the Biltmore Pl tform and the natare of Jewl■h po-

y ln h U. S 

m er 

1hould J'ew■ trult the 1ood lntentlon■ of a Democratlc 

mach ■ympathy or •••rt•• inacla polltlcal pn•••n 

... 

-
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as they could. There is no discussion or the conflicting polltlcal ldeolo1le■ wblcb 
... 

were somehow molded into the embryonic Paleatlnea~ ■hadow 1overnrnent or of 

the vacillation of men like Sha rett about statehood. 

This is· a full but not an inalghtrul book. Thl■ reader learned much about 

Zionist youth movements, the emergence of the Haganah out of Klbbutz Meuchad 

and appreciated the analysis or the anti-Zloniat criticl■m of Kautaky and other 

critics of the Left. Laque u r is fascinated by and faaclnatlng on the relatlon■hlp 

between Zionist youth movements and the Wandervogel: between Pln■ker' ■ thou1bt 

I 

and that of the Riaorgimento : between Revialonl■t thinking and that of Spanl■h and 

Italian Fascism, L'hadvil. But the apecialnea ■ of Zlonl•m ha• not been located 

nd it cannot be located by any purely political analy■ l ■ . 

The book is designedly objective but peculiarly per■onal. 
• "A• ■lmllatlon 

i bound to take its course in t he years to come wlt h or without the benefit of 

ideolo ic 1 justification" ( 407). It is wrong to say "a■■lmllatlon l■ a weakne■• 

or ch r ct r" (591). "M ny are no longer religlou ■ . and the Je.wl■h tradltlon l ■ 

r ely me ningl as to them. The new aa ■lmllatlonl■t1 are not con■cloa■ tral-

tor to r p opl , nor are thei r pe r.aonalltle ■ warped or penneated wltb •elf-

t . h i la loosen d; they have g1:9own aw y from Jewl■b tradltlon and be-

com ndif: r nt to t. A c tastrophe would be needed to ■top thl■ proc•••" (592). 

C t t■ the p rap ctlve of the wrlter, a man wbo ba■ llved la l■nel 

• 
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• 
and obviously still feels a great sympathy for the state, but who la and remaln■ 

a man of the West. Spiritually Laqueur walks in the prlde of bl• central Euro­

pean upbringing. Israel la an lntereatlng problem ln world polltlc ■ and a vlbrant 

' place; but the creative survival of the Jewleh people l ■ another qae ■tlon and not 

. 
one of significant intereat to tble author. The fall hl■tory of Zlonl1m walt• to 

be written. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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analy t who re ognize clearly that 
the Zioni t lacked the power to 
achieve a national home on their 
own. He puncture the happy n1yth 
broadca t at U J A 1neeting of an 
e ential unity of the J ewi h peo­
ple behind the rebuilding of a na­
tional home. ot onl the 
Zioni t , organizational , a 1ninor­
ity of a minority, but, until th 
Holo au t, mo t J w g ve no fi­
nan ial uppo1 t to the Yi huv. 
Laqueur ite the an· ting fa t that 
in 1925 the Berlin .J e, i h 01n1nu-
1 • pent m re o • er • 
i 1 n the Zio 
I rld ide 
and lement. 
t Ir 

not 
i I 

e 

the mysterious phrases concerning 
ubjects which above all needed 

precision and clarity" (168), as es­
·entially irrelevant to Zionism. La­
queur has little understanding of 
what it 1neans to be in the grip of 
a great vi ion. "Zionism is a re-
pon e to anti-semitism" (196) pure 

and imple, never a desperate and 
p rhap illogical commitment to 
the broad gauged renewal of the 
Jewi h people. "Jewish religion, 
Zion a a ymbol, the nostalgia for 
th lo t homeland and other mys­
ti al factor " (590) are listed as ele­
ment in the development of Zion­
i m • Ii ted and di missed, Ii ted 
, nd not omprehended. Laqueur 
under tands A. D. Gordon a a 
.J , i h variation of Toi toy, en-
ti ed b a popular European con­

iou n • which empha ized "men, 
natur work.'' He doe not under­
tand , ·h t brought Gordon to De-
rani • h pt him there. Predict-
abl , h h little patience with 
1 ligio . rthodoxy i "Talmudic 
I ~Ii m" ( ). The rabbini ita­
ti n in Kali her' Derishat lion 
, r not und r tood as Torah, re­
d ntial of authenticity, but a "rit­
uali ti in ocation " (54). Liberal 
J udai m i little more than "the 
iniddl la and upper middle la 

- J i h tabli hment and th ir 
i bbi " (408). Gotth ii and Fel-

nthal ar Ii ted, but not e -
plain d. humbnail interpr ti 
k t h r provided of European 

Zi ni t 1 ad r , great and not so 
at hut th rabbini leader of 

m ri an Zioni m {Wi , ilver ... ) 
·n ti k fi r , fiery pulpit r 
an 1 imt ti nt a tivi . o attempt 
i mad t und tand their reli­
,i u -Zi ni t phil phy or th ir 

of Zioni t activity and 

, th ful and uh-
of rr nt Euro-

• ha writt n 
an in om book which tell u 

tl d al about Zioni t ' trat-



egy, but little about the Zioni t 
oul. As one might expect, he in­
i ts "that it is debatable whether 

there is a history of Zioni n1 be­
yond 1948" (XIII). In political 
terms, once there is a state, a na­
tionalist movement cea e to ha e 
a raison d'etre. He occasionally re­
fers to, but patently does not in­
volve himself with, the Zioni. t 
commitment to a revolution of 
.Jewi h attitude and awarene (the 
tran fonnation of the Jew from 
Bialik' cringing fa cabee of Ki-
hinev into proud Jew of inde­

pendent spirit), a Zioni m for 
whom 1948 remain a way tation, 
not an end. 

Thi. book i divided into three 
parts with a short on lu ion, 
"Thirteen The e On Zioni n1." 
Laqueur apparently en ed, and I 
b lieve orre tly, that hi hockful 
narrative somehow fail d to illu­
minat hi entral th about 
Zioni m; to wit: Zioni m wa a 1 -

pon to th r urg n of Euro­
pean anti-Semiti m a felt b Jew 
who had broken £re of th ir pa­
r hial nvironment and who rec.­
ogniz d in anti-S miti m a gather-
ing and pow rful for , •hi h 

ould not impl di with 
tim and ial progt i m 
i hild of a ' 
(r.92). Zioni 1n wa i-
al n it f 1 nu al Euro1 an 

int 11 tual , •ho r aliz d that th 
mane ipation of J w tri g r I off 

a po 1 ful r acti n" ( 92). Zi n­
i t g n rall • beli d that migra­
tion a th onl f a ibl olution 
to th obj tiv ondition of Ea t-
rn urope and that th i t n 

of a .J i h national horn would 
hatt , ag -old t r ot pe and er -

at a n w politi al r alit for th 
.J of W t rn EuroJ . H cl -

that pr -194 Zi ni m a in 
an ntial wa ommitted to a 
total ingathering of the Dia pora 
and h r mark on th appar nt 
parado that the tat am int 
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being after the Holocaust had de­
troyed the Eastern community for 

which it had been created. 
The first section of this book 

grace£ ully reviews the well known 
history of Zionist beginning until 
the Balfour Declaration. Part two 
con i t of discursive essays on 
Arab nationali m, the left wing­
Sodali t Zioni m, the Revisionist 
and variou critic of Zionism. The 
mo t pcrpective e ay i the fir. t, 
in which Laqueur uggests that 

rah and .Jcwi. h nationali n1 w re 
alwa ine oncilable and that th 
procligious attempts by Zioni. t 
leader to find a formula, hort of 
tatehood, , hi h would win Arab 

cooperation were doomed to fail­
ure. The i ue can be judged onl 
a: a que tion of comparable rights. 
"The .Jew had nowhere to go but 
Pal tine. The Arab. could h ab-
orbed if nee ary in the n igh­

borin c nter " (268). Part thr i 
a for cl march from San R mo to 

S 1 . Thi i pot ntiall: 
th n10 t valuabl tion of thi 
hook, hut, in fa t, it i th I a t 
form d. D pit a piling up of d -
tail. I a<1u ur ha fail d to h:q 
th fa t into meaning. H I ro­
vid much inter ting d tail about 
narti , Congr d hat , th var­
iou outh movem nt , the kibbu­
?-itn :i'nd th ir id 1 gi and intra-

.• uti ' 1 ivalri , but th ,nat -
rial I main undig t ct. Th I i 
no ·h 1 an inv tigation in c1 pth 
of th gr owing r ti n of Ben 

7lll ion or . ii r ith Weizmann' 
diploma . owher doe h a k 

h th r a particular Zioni t' 
rram i to l tak n at fa 

ot ,11 th r m n ma k d 
thou ht for diplomati r on . 
, huttl back and forth bet,· n 
T 1 \\'iv, Ba I and London hut 
n v r do , ' th Zioni t me • -
111 nt . it ·a known from , •ithin. 

I aqu ur i parti ularl , HJ rfi­
ial in hi tr atm nt of th po t­
·ar , a1 wh n pow r had hift t 
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to Palestine and T w York. The 
quarrel between ,vi and Silver 
and bet, een Goldman and the 
\1nerican Zioni t Emergenc Coun­

cil ar treated as per onality dis­
pute rather than a funcla1nental 
strategic questions dealing with the 
integrit of the Biltmore Platform 
and the nature of Je, i h political 
activit in the U.S.: hould Je, 
tru t the good intention. of a Dem­
oc 1 a tic pre ident for , horn there 
wa. much mpath or e.· rt '­
much l olitical pr u1 e a. the 
c uld? Ther i n di u • n of 
the conflicting political i ogie 
, ·hich ere omeho, • mol int 

mbr oni Pale • hado, 
I 

nm nt or of th llation of 
m n like Sharett ab tat h d. 

Thi i a full, • -
icrhtful, b k. T 

1 about i 
I , t Ill 

nah out 
a J • t 
ti nd 
ot 1 1r 
i. f • ating 
on. i IJ Zi n-
i nt d th 
T· n ·n k r' 
th t t i orgi­

think-
pani • n 
. Bu 1-

Zioni m h -
c, t d nd it cann t b , 

•• ,, I , n. 
' 

dl,' hj 1 

but peculiar! y personal. "Assimila­
tion i bound to take its course in 
the years to come with or without 
the benefit of ideological justifica­
tion" (407). It is wrong to say that 
"a imilation is a weakness of char­
acter" (591). "Many are no longer 
religious and the Jewish tradition 
i largely meaningles to them. The 
new assimilationist are not con­
. iou traitors to their people, nor 
are their per onalities warped or 
permeated with self-hate. The tie 
i. loo ened; they have grown away 
from Jewi h tradition and become 
indifferent to it. A catastrophe 
would be needed to top thi proc-

·" (592). I cite this apologia, not 
a an ad hominem putdown-La­
qu ur may be right-but becau e 
it . ugge t the per pective of th 
writer, a n1an who ha. lived in 
I ra 1 and ob iou l • till f el a 

1 eat ymp th for the tat , but 
, ·ho i , nd remain , a man of th 
\ t. iritu lly Laqueur walk 
in th pri of hi. entral Euro­
l an upbrin ing. I rael i an in­
t r ting problem in world politi 
, nd a vibrant pla • but th er a­
th urvi al of th J wi. h I pl 
i an th r que tion and not on of 
i nifi ant int re t to thi author. 

Th full hi to of Zioni m , ·ait 
1 writt n. 
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