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J LJ DA IS M_A Q_uA_RT_ER_Lv_Jo_u_RN_AL _____ ---. 
15 EAST 84th STREET• NEW YORK, N. Y. 10028 • TR 9-4500 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

Dear Rabbi Silver: . 

OR. ROBERT GORDIS, Editor 
OR. RUTH B. WAXMAN, M1n11in1 Editor 

April 2, 1982 

We have recently received two interesting looking books in the o fice: 
David Vital, Zionism; The Formative Years 
Shlano Avineri, The Making of Modern Zionism 

Would you be interested in writing a reviev-eaaay on them and include, 
perhaps, the book by Melvin Urofaky, We are One!? Thia latter ia not 
quite new, but we never really got around to having it reviewed, 
even though we had wanted to. 

A paper of about 2500 orda, perhaps more if you like, would be 
fine, and there is no immediate atri nt deadline . .__~we 
have something fran you by the ummer, that would e fine~.-

I tru t that ou will a ree; in which c e e will aend you the book■ 
1 ediately and that, whatever your deci ion, you have a very plea ant 

sover holiday. 

R :br 

Sincerely your■, 

V 

Ruth B. Waxman 
naging Editor 



STL'ART GELLER 
Asc;ociate Rabbi 

STEPHEN A. KLEIN 
Assistant Rabbi 

ALVI CRO JG 
[ E>,utive S cretary 

Dr. Ruth B. W. 
1an ging E.di tor 

Judaism 
15 East 84th Street 
New York , N.Y. 10023 

Dear Mrs . Waxman, 

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AT SILVER PARK • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 • 791·7755 

BRANCH: 26000 SHAKER BLVD. • BEACHWOOD, OHIO 44122 • 831 -3233 

April 9, 1982 

I will be happy to review the Vital, Avineri l:ooks provided 
you m what you say al:out there not being any stringent 
deadline . I w::>uld not be able to \-vOrk on this piece until 
sometime during the surrmer, arrl you \-vO\.Jld probably not have 
it until the fall. If this is W1Satisfactory to you, I will 
underst d. Thank you for thin)cing of ne. With all good 
wishes, 

1 remain, 

rus:br 
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Many noons ago the editors of Judaism sent me three books on Zionisn: 

Shlaro Avineri's The Making of M:>dern Zionism, David Vital's Zionisn, '!he Fonnative 

Years and A. B. Yehoshua' s Between Right and Right, and asked for a joint review. 

I put off the task until the surrmer and w~n sunmer cane I found I lacked the 

koach to meet my obligation. This piece is an explanation of my unaccustaned 

lethargy as much as the requested thematic review. 

The books I was sent deserve review. Avineri, as was to be expected, 

has produced a well-written intellectual history of Zionist th:>ught fl:all Hess to 

Ben Gurion which will be particularly awreciated by those woo share his labor 

Zionism's philosophy an:1 values. Avineri describes Zionism as a broad gauge 

liberation moverrent whose major puqx:,se was/is to effect the cultural am spiri

tual transformation of the Jewish people. Stateln::>d is a means, oot an em. 

ile I was rot particularly oonvinced by his inclusion of KroctJna1 and Graetz 

as precursers of Zionist theory - their ideas are analyzed in the opening b0 

chapters - his lx>ok will sei:ve many as a useful introduction to this ideolCXJical 

world and will be enjoyed by all who are prediSpDsErl to see Zionism as a wholly 

positive d disti ctively humare movement . 

David Vital's Zionism, The Fonnative Years is an academic book, a well

ted, ~ fully researched history of the nDVement during the Herzl years. 

It ·s s 

parti larly 

tics 

mili 

el to his earlier Origin of Zionism am, like it, a metirulous text, 

·n ting on the conflicts between ideology am practical poli

major c~~~tes of the early Congresses. 

s a s JjE?l::we~n Right and Right is the 110st original of the three 

--,r~1 • st h let loose his i;x:,werful imagination on Zionian' s basic 

1 i ·ntr·gw. and idiosyncratic repositiollll¥J of fa-

to ccepted analysis, Yehoshua argues that the golah 

h ~~~ voluntarily maintained. \'lly? Because it 

............ _,w..i,i o solvi the halacha 's inherently umenDCratic 

syn ague-state. In a Jewish state toose wh:> 
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define orthodoxy must insist on having their way; while in the golah , pluralistic 

tendencies can be accepted because of the state's f~ce majeure. The golah also 

conveniently provides the Jew the proof ·he seeks that he is, indeed, different, 

chosen. The diasp:>ra J ew is visibly different fran his host cx:mnunity am ackrx:w

ledged t o be so by everyone . Jewish differences are less strikir¥3 in a Jewish 

state since every national 01lture is distinct. Zionisn, to Yelx,shua, is a nove

rnent which prop::>ses to end the false arrl superficial distinctions which the golah 

perpetuates and to substihlte, i nstead, the natural disti.octions of an authentic 

and healthy society. 

Several years ago I spent a ¥X>nderful afternoon on the patio of the Dan 

Carmel Hotel arguing with this master myt:hnaker alxut his special way of defending 

Ben Gurion ' s f amiliar insistence on shelilut ha-golah. Yeooshua's intensity is 

canpelling; arrl, fortunately , hi s nationalism is hunane rather than chauvinist: 

'he want to improve the substance and qQali ty of oo.r life just as aey other 

~ le does , not because we nave t o prove our rroral superiority to anyone or to 

justify our exis ence to anyone, but simply because we want to live better" 

(p. 63). 

n I sat own to than I found each of these volunes worth the readirq, 

so I h to sk myself why I p.1t off the assigrment. Was it Lebaron and sane 

c·o s n 

0 

on 

th 

to 1 

in rror to 

to distance myself £ran a tamishoo dream? I don't think so. 

they might want to get sarR:One else to take 

weE~s fore the invasion. Besides, t:ln.tgh I question 

of Isr el ' s strategic decisions and an unsynpathetic 

.... '-A,,ll"-s • ch 1 • e Gr ter Isr ael rhetoric, I did oot react 

i nv ion its aftennath. Given the persistence of Arab 

·ng p:>l" cy of nnanent seige I accept, a]beit un

of military resµ:>nse; aoo I reject, aJbei.t uneasily, 

s s in all situati oos by what Jlnex'i-
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cans consider "reasonable" standards. Israel does not have America's power or 

prosperity. As one who has accepted the lesson of Auschwitz, man's infinite cap

acity for inhuman behavior, reasonableness is not for me an urquestioned noral 

yardstick. In the unreasonable world of Near Fastern politics, policies based 

on the asstmption the other side will accept a "reasonable" canp.x:anise are sui

cidally ranantic. In that world nost will simply take all they can t:oday so they 

can take nore tarorrow. 

My paralysis, I have cx:ne to understand, derived fran other sources. In 

part, I've bea::me bored by lxx:>ks on Zionism, Zionist theory and Zionist history. 

'.Ihe same ground is being plowed over am over again. 'loo 1i ttle remains to be 

said and tcx:> few new issues are being raised. It is not that the last word has 

been written on the early Zionist thinkers or history, but that nost of what 

our generation will find there has been foord. 

But boredan isn't the whole of it. My feeling fell into focus several 

.... ~"":J"'"s ago as I read an interview conducted by an editor of Proof texts with Arros 

Oz (Septenber '82). Asked al:x:rut Mrs. Kipnes, the imnature ll0ther in 'lbe Hill of 

Evil Counsel, Oz explains her UI'&vOrldly personality by sayiRJ, "I think one of the 

·roni s of per·oa, and this I tcy to express in '!be Hill of Evil Coonsel, is 

t veryo , by havirg a too literal roncept of what Ziarlsn srould be - a 

s on , place of the Messiah, rederption, universal redatption - was 

to be::x::n~ a ·tor, a life-denier. It's rot only Mrs. Ki.pies rut each 

o o ar cters, including the heated crazy fanatics, each of 

s ,_,._,......,.. itor and a self-denier. ?«>ne of th:>se woold accept ~-

t • ng of the ssiah." 

To ve s nust face the practical everyda:z }]J:00-

of li aOE~ not match the daydreans of her childhood. She IIIJSt cope. 

, d sin lacks the will to do so, she runs a,,ay with an 

z old tarx:lards re too p.1re, too danamiBJ for her - am 
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us. Most people, Oz insists, lack the mental toughness to mnp.rani.se their dreams 

or to adjust their ideologies to practical realities so that they can be satisfied 

with the f ew pleasures am limitoo acmnplishnent life allows us. 

Ideologies are necessary tools durin:J the state-making process, but once 

irrlependence has been achievoo, once we must take resix>nsibility for the thousard 

details of ~sterin:J a society, an ideological perspective terns to demean 

practical administrative decisions, the inevitable half a loaf progiams. They make 

us dissatisf ioo with anything less than the realization of all our dreams. People 

sinply have t m many rontradictory sides aixi needs to be satisfied with the best

intended pragmatic decisions of even the best-intentioned governnent. 

Since 1948 Israel 's citizens have had to face a wide range of. new issues: 

how to maintain a sense of their humanity under seige; h:,w to renain an open, 

pluralistic society, yet be a Jewish state; how to adjust irdividual and class 

needs to those of the wlnle cx:rrmunity in a way_ which s~ just and, at the'sane 
. 

tirn, pranotes ea::>nanic progress; hCM t o educate chil dren of various backgroords, 

_,,.., .... ·onal n s and talents withoot losin:J a sense of mruon p.irpose. Ideological 

Zioni never 

gr . 'Ihe s 

ddressoo these issues; i t's a visiai, not a detailed social pro

· s true of pre-state Zionist ideolCXJY insofar as it dealt with re-

d • as!X)ra; t dias!X)ra has rot disappeared ard will oot; am the mrplex reality 

of t • onships i s far rrore tan:Jled and inoonclusive than Ahad Ha-Jw or anyone 

s 

s 

• may one - Israelis ard American Jews share many traditial& -

s inside. Prosperity has gentled am softened IIDSt Jlnerican 

·ty h tough=""'r.v, toost Israelis . I sraelis canrx>t escape the respon-

cons~""~ ces of i:x:,wer , b.tt in the diaspo~ we can still enjoy hold

t • ca yon social issues with the abandon pennitted ly to a 

• ty. srael • s krow ace nust be won at gW'l point as well as through 

r prefers to think only of Catp David ard the Reagan Plan. 
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A city which has to oollect its garbage am a oountcy whidl has to manage 

a formidable foreign debt can live for a dream but not in a dream. '!here are yoredim 

because there are always arrong us Mrs . Kipnes ;' wlX> run cMay f ran reality. The kib

butz oould not remain the simple Tolstoyan society Gordon espoused am a developing 

arrl defense-burdened society canrx:>t supply its citizens the luxuries diaspora Jews 

enjoy. 

I res!X)nd to Yehoshua's call for an ideol(XJical freeze in Israel, but I'd 

enlarge his plea to oover all of world J<:Mry. Yehoshua says that our people are 

straight-jacketed by the traditional mission of Israel theology. I disagree. CUr 

religious tradition is blessedly vague when it CXJces to defining God's p.u:p:>ses or 

our mission. Judaism is, after all, ranarkably reticent alx>ut publish.inJ political 

and eoonanic manifestos . Those are the kirrl of programs we leave to God. For the 

nost part, the rabbis eschewe::l ethical manifestos atxi CXJncentrated, instea:1, on 

preparing res!X)nsa dealing with irrlividual cases even as the Biblical editors can

onized the lx>ok of Proverbs side by side with the Prophets. 

Ideology, rot theology, is the culprit. In the early part of this century 

the sacralizati of Emancipation ideology misled t:l'nlsarxls. '!be state said: "to 

the J as Frenclrnan everything, to the JEM as JEM rothing, ' am many became 

Fre....,..•"ITn~•- of M:>saic persuasion, the mn~EMish JEM. f.t>re recently, Zionist ideology 

i s culprit '1h Zionist said: 'Israel must be am it nust be Zion, ' aJD many 

f o th oould mt liv in an Israel which was rot yet Zion. 

y such a fuss about a fEM nore books on Zionisn? '!be books were 

issu ' gcxxl rooks. It's simply that feelings towards this assign-

to oonfront sane f lings that have long troobled me. In recent 

'v 

t tro le 

in rey cx::mrunity it's the Ziati.st ideologues wtX> are having 

Isr 1 as she is. I have a friend wtX> shares Avineri 's 

in ~--.nim and has spent as nuch time in Jerusalan as in his 

• h • s angcy, bitter and intemperate. He calls Begin all kims 
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of names. When we talk I firrl I share many of his criticisms of this goverrment's 

high-handedness on the West Bank, but that I do not share the anger which brings 

intemperate labels to his lips. Prime Minister Begin has used force, and he has 

given back the Sinai. He has dismisse:i Arab mayors on the West Bank and ordered 

the renoval of Gush squatters in Yamit. He has used EX)Wer - sanetimes cnxiely; 

but if Israel were to renounce EX)Wer she would be oourting suicide, and suicide 

offends every stricture of our law. 

There is a tine to be an ideolCXJUe and a time to put ideology aside. That 

time has cane . Zionist ideology created a state and is , in many ways, rrM tearing 

it apart. Much of the bitterness of Israel i;x>litics is due to the ideological 

basis of local IX>litics. Ideologues oonsider opposition to be heresy rather than 

simply bad judgment ,and do rot easily canpranise, yet, caupranise is essential to 

J;X)litical life in a free society. The time has ane to let the spirit of the Jewish 

people freely express itself. Like Yehoshua, I belie\Te in the poNer of the human 

spirit, and I particularly trust the decent instincts of the Jewish people, oon

ditioned by the ingrained ethical messianisn of the tradition, to fioo its way 

through the ta.D:Jle of problems which confront us. 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



A REPRI T FROM 

J udai m: A Quarterly J oumal of Jewish Life and Thought 

Vol. 32, No. 4, Fall Issue 1983 

The Time for Ideology is Over 

Review-Essay b y D A N I E L J E R E M Y S I L V E R 

1 h o 1 z Zionism. B ' SHL ) o or . B i 

B 1. 4. 

B 11 • ht 1d Ri ht. B • A. B. 'EH > H w ork. Doubl da , 1981. 

2 p. l . . 
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tioning of familiar ideas. Contrary to the accepted analysis, Yehoshua 
argues that the golah was voluntarily begun and has been voluntarily 
maintained. Why? Because it spares Jews the necessity of resolving the 
halakhah's inherently undemocratic assumption of the propriety of a 
synagogue-state. In a Jewish state, those who define orthodoxy must insist 
on having their way, while, in the golah, pluralistic tendencies can be 
accepted because of the state's force majeure. The golah also conveniently 
provides the Jew with the proof he seeks that he is, indeed, different, cho
sen. The diaspora Jew is visibly different from his host community and 
acknowledged to be so by everyone. Jewish differences are less striking in 
a Jewish state since every national culture is distinct. Zionism, to 
Yeho hua, is a movement which proposes to end the false and superficial 
distinctions which thegolah perpetuates and to substitute, instead, the nat
ural distinctions of an authentic and healthy society. 

Several years ago I spent a wonderful afternoon on the patio of the 
Dan Carmel Hotel arguing with this master mythmaker about his special 
way of defending Ben Gurion's familiar insistence on shelilal ha-golah. 
Yeho hua's intensity is compelling; and, fortunately, his nationalism is 
humane rather than chauvinist: •we want to improve the substance and 
qua lit of our life just as any other people docs, not because we have to 
prove our moral superiority to anyone or to justify our existence to 
an one, but imply because we want to liv better" (p. 6g). 

When I sat down to these volume I found ach of them worth the 
r ading, so I had to ask my If why I had put off the assignment. Was it 
Lebanon and some unconsciou need to distan m If from a tarnished 
dream? I don't think so. Though I que tion the appropriatene of some 
of I ra I' trategic deci ion and am un ympathctic to all the attitude 
whi h underlie Greater Israel rhetoric, I did not react in horror to the 
inva ion and it aftermath. Given the per i tcnce of Arab terrorism and 
th ir unr mitting policy of permanent icge I accept, albeit unhappily, 
th propriet of military re pon , and I reject, albeit unc ily, th the i 
that I ra I mu tact in all ituation by what American con ider •r a na
bl " t ndard . I racl doc not have America' pow r or pro perity. A 
on who ha a c pted th le n of Au hwitz - man' infinit capacity 
fi r inhuman behavior - r asonablcnc i not, for m , an unqu tioned 
moral ard ti k. In the unr asonabl world of car Ea tern politic , poli-
i ha don th a umption that the other idc will accept a •r a nabl " 

mpromi are uicidally romantic. In that world most will imply tak all 
that th an toda that th y can take more tomorrow. 

paral i , I hav come to undcntand, derive from oth r urc . 
In part l'v become bor d by book on Zioni m, Zioni t theory and Zion
i t hi to . Th me ground i being plowed ov rand over again. Too 
littl r main to be id and too few new i ues arc being raised. It i not 
that th la t word ha been written on the early Zion· t thinkcn or hi tory, 
but that mo t of what our gen ration will find there ha been found. 

' I 
I 

' 
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But boredom i not the whole of it. My feling fell into focu several 

week ago a I read an interview conducted by an editor of Proo/tats with 

Amo Oz (September '82). A ked about Mn. Kipn , the immature 

mother in The Hill of Evil Counsel, Oz explain her unworldly personality 

by saying, 

I think one of th ironic of th period, and thi I try to expre in Tia, Hill t.f 

Evil Coum,l, i that v ryon , by having a too literal concept of what Zionism 
hould be - a paradi on earth, place of the M iah, redemption, univer-
1 redemption -w doomed to become traitor, a life-denier. It' not only 

. Kipn but nd •-·-one of the char·-•·-, includinf the heated 
f. • , of tho • potential traitor and lf-denaer. one of 

tho would ace pt an thing but th oming of the M • h . 

That' it. To urviv , M . Kipn mu t fl ce the ical everyday 

probl m of a Ii~ which d not match the dayd f her childhood . 

h mu trope. hemu tcomprom· nd ince -■-thewilltodo , 

h run ith an English womanizer. The old stand rd w re too 

pure, too d manding for her - nd u . M t people, Oz i , k the 
I to to compro • ir dre m or to adju t their id1eo10-

gi to • • • that n be ti fled with the few 

and Ii • nt • ~ allo u . 
I .eoklmes n-,.. ... DI to01S • UDllrillll>.ffl 

O 

ilYV-.0 but, 

on i 
for th tno1111a: 
ti t nd 

If-

• i 

-
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forth prophetically on social issues with the abandon permitted only to a 
powerless community. Israelis know that peace must be won at gun point 
as well as through negotiations. The diaspora prefers to think only of 
Camp David and the Reagan Plan. 

A city which has to collect its garbage and a country which has to man
age a formidable foreign debt can live for a dream but not in a dream. 
There are yordim because there are always among us Mrs. Kipneses who 
run away from reality. The kibbui could not remain the simple Tolstoyan 
society that Gordon espoused and a developing and defense-burdened 
society cannot supply to its citizens the luxuries that diaspora Jews enjoy. 

I respond to Yehoshua's call for an ideological freeze in Israel, but I 
would enlarge his plea to cover all of world Jewry. He says that our people 
are straight-jacketed by the traditional mission of Israel theology. I disa
gree. Our religious tradition is blessedly vague when it comes to defining 
God's purposes or our mission. Judaism is, after all, remarkably reticent 
about publishing political and economic manifestos. Those are the kinds 
of programs we leave to God. For the most part, the rabbis eschewed eth
ical manifestos and concentrated, instead, on preparing responsa dealing 
with individual cases even as the Biblical editors canonized the book of 
Proverbs side by side with the Prophets. 

Ideology, not theology, is the culprit. In the early part of this centur 
the sacralization of Emancipation ideology mi led thousands. The late 
aid: "to the Jew a Frenchman everything, to th Jew a Jew nothing," and 

man became Frenchman of Mosaic per u ion, the non-Jewi h Jew. 
More recentl , Zionist ideology i the culprit. h Zioni t aid: .. I rael 
mu t be and it mu t be Zion," and many found the could not live in an 
I rael which wa not et Zion. 

Why make uch a fu about a few more book on Zioni m? Th 
book were never the i ue. The are good book . It' imply that feeling 
toward thi a ignment forced me to confront other feeling that have 
long troubl d m . In re ent month I have noticed that in m • communit 
it i the Zioni t ideologue who are having the mo t troubl ac epting 
I rael a he i . I have a fri nd who hare Avineri' vi ion. H grew up in 
Habonim and h pent a much time in Jerusalem a in hi univer it 
town. Toda · he i angr ' bitter and intemperate. H all B gin all kind 
of nam . Wh n we talk I find that I . hare ma • of hi criti i n1 of thi 
gov rnment' high-handedne on the We t Bank, but that I do not har 
th ng r whi h bring int mperat label to hi lip . Prim Mini t r 
Begin h u d fore and he ha given back th inai. H ha di mi d 

rab ma or on the W t Bank and order d the removal of Gu h squat
ter in Yamit. H ha u d power- metin1 rud I ; but if I r I wer 
to renoun pow r h would be ourting ui id , and ui id offi nd 

r, tri ~1ur of our law. 
Ther i a tim to be an ideologu and a tim to put id olo a id . 

That tim ha om . Zioni t ideology reated a tale and, in man 

• 

' 
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now tearing it apart. Much of the bitterness of Israel politics is due to the 
ideological basis of local politics. Ideologues consider opposition to be 
heresy rather than simply bad judgment and do not easily compromise; 
yet, compromise is essential to political life in a free society. The time has 
come to let the spirit of the Jewish people freely express itself. Like 
Yehoshua, I believe in the power of the human spirit, and I particularly 
trust the decent instincts of the Jewish people, conditioned by the 
ingrained ethical messianism of the tradition, to find its way through the 
tangle of problenlS which confront us. 
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Mose s in Greco-Roman Pa anism, by John G. Gager. SBLMS, 16. 

Nashville/New York: Abingdon, 1972. Pp. 173. $3. 75 

Revie wed by Daniel Jeremy Silver 

This careful and precise analysis of the score or so ref

erence s to Moses in non-Jewi sh and non-Christian writings from Hecateus of . 

A bde r a to the Emperor Julian provides a thorough and accurate handbook for 

anyone interested in the larger world's awareness of Judaism's foremost per

sonality and not, incidentally, some indication of its awareneaa of Judaiam. 

Their treatment of Moses is particularly interesting because of the cultural 

pressure s which developed on and within the Jewish community to redo hia bio-

. raphy s o that it conformed with the pattern of idealized character (A rete) which 

as nera ly prized. In the midrash and the Diaspo chronicles, particu-

1 rly tho from Alexandria, the thrust was to idealize Moaea with few limit• 

to uch ch r acterization. The Palestinean midraah, on the other hand, indi

c t f 1 n e d o keep Moses within human bounds. When the fragment• of 

Ar p nu ' bio phy of\. Josephus' writings on Moses are placed aide by aide 

with th n H ggadah wherein the Exodua was rebe r1ed without 1in1le 

m ntio of Mo 
' 

om thing of the theological concern of the ge with the 

qu ion o • nc n tion nd d ification can be understood. 

Jul s· o 

Th figu of Moses is also interesting bee u■e • Goodeno111b, 

n oh h v shown Moses cam to occupy ln Helleni■tlc m 1lc 

iz rd nd in gno■tic writing ■ the role of paycbopomp. 



z. 

The how and the why of this development which spread amo'1 non-Jew• a• well 

as Jews is not yet clear and deserves._ further study. 

Gager has retranslated each reference, painstakingly dl•

cussed its provenance and patiently related it to its sources. But thi ■ reader, 

at least, is troubled by Gager's announced rationale for this book: "I have re

garded this project from the beginning as a case study in the origins of western 

anti-semitism" (p. 18). In point of fact, this study is not such a case history. 

To have written that book Gager would have had to begin with an overview of 

the literary evidence of Hellenistic and Roman anti-semitism; and then. have 

hown what, if any, particular role Moses played in ■uch propaganda. Such 

i not the book's structure. Gager simply groups the writer■ under four general

iz d rubric , two of which, at least, are not at all polemical. 

A goodly portion of the meager material which Gager ha ■ to 

ork with i in no way anti-semitic in content or intent. Gager recognize• thl■ 

nd pl c 
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et of writings under the general beading "Moses A• A Wlae 

r" (\r"" "' 
r. ' In the amulets and magical texts Mo ■ea i• treated with diapaaaion, 
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p ct, pp opriate to a wizard nd wiae man, • G germ ke• 

cl r in hi c pt on "Moses and Magic. " 

L chu , Ch 

W r left then with a group of Alex ndri n prle t■, Manetbo, 

mon, Aplon, who dld deal wltb Mo••• a• the evll 1•nla• 

o n n -
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l n con plr cy. Thl• material la well known and ha• been can

e, • b oadly t eat•d by Tab• l'lkov• I' ancl olh• I'■• l'o r 0•1• r to 
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have added a• aa to our knowledge about the priest led Alexandrian antl-aemltlc 

polemic he would have had parse down some of the midraahic element• in the 

Egyptian and the Jewish b iographies of Moses. Why, for instance, did varloa■ 

• 
midrashlm make Moses commander of an Egyptian force againat Ethiopia? 

Why did Manetho write that Pharoah had fled Moses and ■ought help of hl ■ 

Ethiopian ally? How much has the Ethiopian episode to do with Moaea' Cuahlte 

wife and Egyptian racial p r e judice? Why did Moses take with him on that cam

pai n, ccording to both Josephus and A rtapanua, an ibl■ blrd, Thoth' ■ blrd 

which, according to Aelian' s Natural Histor>, ~ever leaves Egypt and wa• a 

symbol of true Egyptian loyalty? 

The final g roup of writers, Quintilian, Tacitaa, Juvenal, 

Gal n, C 1 u nd Julian the Emperor describe Moae in term• which G ger 

. 
C t or1z und r the rubric "Moses As Deficient Law Giver." None of the ■e -u,,-~ 
writin i .W.ll!Ui••• and only the first three predate Chriatian concern■. 

Th r nee le n and offe r little more than a generalized criticism 

of th tioni t t ndencies of Torah law and, conaequently, refiect aome-

h t tiv ly on th pirit of the law giver. One ia struck by the relative 

ucity of m , it l ck of emotional intenaity nd it ■ gener 1 lack of 

m nt of Mose s. Again, Gag r i well w re of tbl■: cone i 1 

"Our udy o 0 cl rly confirms the obvioua, th t antl- ■emltl■m • not 
. 

c n nt comp of h J a ln Antlqulty • • • nd that there a1 even a 

~~ .... 
n f p cl ly mona th lntell•1•nt■la la wo11ld lead a• to 

• 1 ( • _). Why, th n .p • nt th • book a, a ca■ hl■tory of ■tern 
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Modern interest in Greek Roman anti-eemitism baa tended to 

tell more about the modern spirit than about Greco-Roman views. The Alex

andria~ material s were first mined by Voltaire and hie colleagues of the En

lightenment who wanted to use pagan sources to substantiate in:,herited prejudice• 

since for them Christian sources were no longer acceptable proof text ■• Ar-

thur Hertzberg' s T he French Enlightenment and The Jews (Columbia-1968) 

has carefully detailed this activity. Brought into the public domain these text■ 

have provided convenient argwnents for the pious who find in Manetho and hi• 

tc,-&le,. '",.:S . . 
Alexandrian an escape from the logic of those who would lay much of the blame 

" 
for western anti-semitism on the New Testament and early church polemic■• 

There was, of course, an Alexandrian anti-Jewish polemic. 

:t 
Judeans had been dra fted to Alexandria by Ptolemy~for the expreaa purpose of 

excluding potentially un ruly native• from a major role in the Greek capital city. 

The Jude ns had prospered and prosperity had brought envy. Moses become• 

in Man tho a defrocked p riest, servant of the devil God Seth, but what baa all 

th" to do with Quintilian o r Tacitus who allow Moaee no more than a paaaing 

nod - nd hat do these pass ing references tell ua about general Roman attitude•? 

o d pp r hat Gager has tried to tie his diaeertatlon to a "relev nt" theale, 

i thi C 

p l. 
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nti- mitism, for no better reaaon than to 1ive hi• atudy bro der 
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central figure in the common (Jew-Egyptian-Christian) magical tradltion? How 

much of the treatment of Moses was conditioned by Greco-Roman condeacenaion 

• to the law and law givers of the Middle East? How much of what wa• known 

about Moses in Rome came through the activity of Jewiah miaaionariea filtered 

through impressed wive s and friends? 

I have a lways been struck by the relative ailence ~ Greek and 

l)vc.-,4 

Roman literature about Moses rather than by ita statement: C.the firat and 

econd centurie s the Jews were a restless and rebellioua nation, both in Judea 

nd th Diaspora. Rome fought two bloody ware againat Jeruaalem and feared 

th t the J ws might join with Parthia whose Jewish communitiea remained 

ly ttl d during this period. Josephua and Philo give chapter and ver•• • 

of how nd hen the Jewish q uestion was placed before C e ■ar. Glven all tbla 

i i rp i in how little Roman writers conce rned themaelvea with the 11nlq11e-

o h J i h l w nd with the apecial char cter of the 1 w glver. 

L t there be no miaunderatanding, Dr. G ger'• book 1• open 

n of ny int of nti-semitiam, but hie intereat in anti- ■emitl•m ba■ 

iv n h1 m nu l n in ppropr i t focua which ha• limited lt• value. 
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and d criptive talents at once to an examination of Koin syntax, rather than 1 aving the 

matter to som on el c in the distant futur . 

EPI COPAL THEOLOGIC L CHOOL, AMBRIDGE, fA 

E. V. N. GoBTCHIUS 

H ETI 02138 

Moses 'n Greco-Roman Paganis , by John G. Gag r. BLMS 16. Nashville/New York: 

Abingdon, 1972. Pp. 173. 3.75. 

Thi car fut nd pr ci n ly i of th core or o of r f rences to Moses in non-

J i h nd non-Chri • from H ta u of Abdera to th Emperor Julian pro-

• orough nd curat k for nyone int r t d in th larger world's awarc-

n of Jud i m' for mo t p r on lity and, not incid ntally, ome indication of i awarc-
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what, if any, particular role Moses played in such propaganda. Such is not the book's 
structure. Gager simply groups the writers under four generalized rubrics, two of which, 
at least, are not at all polemical. 

A goodly portion of the meager material which Gager has to work with is in no way 
anti-semitic in content or intent. Gager recognizes this and places a set of writings under 
the general heading "Moses the Wise Lawgiver." Further, in amulets and magical texts 

Moses is treated with dispassion, even with respect, appropriate to a wizard and a wise man, 
as Gager makes clear in his chapter on "Moses and Magic." 

We are left then with a group of Alexandrian priests, Manetho, Lysimachus, Chaere
mon, Apion, who did deal with Moses as the evil genius of an anti-Egyptian conspiracy. 
This material is well known and has been carefully and far more broadly treated by 
Tcherikover and others. For Gager to have added to our knowledge about the priest-led 
Alexandrian anti-semitic polemic he would have had to explain some of the midrashic 
elements in the Egyptian and the Jewish biographies of Moses. Why, for instance, did 
various midrashim make Moses a commander of an Egyptian force against Ethiopia? Why 
did M~netho write that Pharoah had fled Moses and sought help of his Ethiopian ally? 
How much has the Ethiopian episode to do with Moses' Cushite wife and Egyptian racial 
prejudice? Why did Moses take with him on that campaign, according to both Josephus 
and Artapanus an ibis bird, Thoth's bird, which according to Aelian's Na111,J. HislorJ 

ne c:r 1 a es Egypt and was a symbol of true Egyptian loyalty? 
The final group of writers, QuintHian, Tacitus, Juvenal, Galen, Cclsus, and Julian 

the Emperor, de cribe Moses in terms which Gager categorizes under the rubric, "Moses 
as a D ficient Lawgiver." None of these writings is pr ~hristian and only the first three 
predat Christian concerns. Th se refer nces are lean and offer little more than a seneral
ized critici m of the egregationist tendencies of Tor h law; consequ ntly, they reflect 
om hat n ti ely on the spirit of the lawgiver. One is struck by the relative paucity 

of the mat rial, its lack of emotional int nsir,, and i general lack of concern with a 
r 1 e ment of Mo s. Again, Gager i well aware ol thls: "Our study of Moses clearly 
confirms the ob ervation that nti- mitism as not a constant companion of the Jews in 
ntiquity ... [ nd] that there as even a greater ranse of views precisely among the 

intelli nt ia than [ ome] ould lead us to believe" (p. 18). Why, then, present this book 
hi tory of t rn anti-semiti m? 

od rn in re tin Gr k and Roman anti-semiti m has tended to 11 more about the 
m it th n bout Greco-Roman iew . The Alexandrian materials were first 
m ol ire and his colleagu of th Enlightcnm nt who wanted to use papn 

nti t inherited pr judic since for them Christian sourc re no lonaer 
proof t Arthur Hertzberg' Th, Pr,neb Bnligb1,nm,n1 .,,,l Th, ]IUII 

ia, 1968) has refully detailed this activity. Brought into the public 
ha e pro ided con enient arguments for the pious who find in 

ndrian colleagu an pc from the logic of those who would lay 
for rn anti-semitism on the NT and ly church polemia. 

an Al ndrian and-J i h polemic. Judeans had been draf d 
P ol my I for th expr purpose of excluding potentially unruly nati 

Gr capi 1 city. The Judeans prospered and prosperity brought 
Mc►scs beC,omjes for Man ho a d fr ed pri t, • rvant of the devil God Seth. 
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case anti-semitism, for no better reason than to give his study broader appeal. This would 

not be bothersome except that this concern has led him to overlook questions about the 

pagan world's treatment of Moses which might well have been raised. Why precisely in 

Manetho's Egypt does Moses become a central figure in the common (Jewish-Egyptian

Christian) magical tradition? How much of the treatment of Moses was conditioned by 

Greco-Roman condescension to the law and lawgivers of the Middle East? How much 

of what was known about Moses in Rome came through the activity of Jewish missionaries, 

filtered through impressed wives and friends? 
I have always been struck by the relative sil nee of Greek and Roman literature about 

Moses rather than by its statement. During the first and second centuries the Jews were 

a restless and rebellious nation, both in Judea and the diaspora. Rome fought two bloody 

wars against Jerusalem and f ar d that the Jews might join with Parthia, whose Jewish 

communiti s remained relatively settled during this period. Josephus and Philo give 

chapter and verse for how and h n th J wish qu stion was placed before Caesar. Given 

all this, it is surprising to s how littl Roman writers concern d thems lv s with the 

uniqueness of th J wi h law and with the sp cial character of the lawgiver. 

Let there be no misunderstanding, Gager's book is open and free of any taint of 

anti-semitism, but his int rest in aoti-s mitism has given this manual an inappropriate 

focus which has limit d its value. 

DANIBL JEREMY SILVER 

CASE WESTERN RE ERVE U IVER llY, LEV LAND, OHIO 44106 

The Song at th S 11, by Judah oldin. 

This volum c nsists of an introdu tion to, a d annot t d tran lation of, th 

Laut rba h text of th tr tat Shirta, "Th ng," th rli t rabbinic comm ntary on 

Exod 15 :1-21, th third of th nin tions in th M kilta d -Rabbi, lsh•a l (Philadcl-

phi : J i h Publi ati n i ty, 1933-35). Though differ nt in organization nd ap-

proach, thj ork i in o ootinu ti n of l. Kadu hin' rec nt comm ntary on th 

fir t two ua tac of th M ilia Pisba nd B sh11l/11h ( A one p111t1l App,011ch lo 1h 

M kilt11 [ c ork: J i h Th ologi al minary, 1969)). Unlike Kadu bin, Goldin 

d not in lud in hi work th Hcbr t t nd crici 1 apparat or r fer n co rab-

binic par 11 1 . Th olum mu t, th r fore u J in conjun tion ith th Laut rbach 

nd Horovitz-Rabin dition , ith i nal r f r nc t Fri dmann, W i , and Ider 

traditional commcntari . G ldin d n tc in hi d tail d c mm ntary all th vari nts, 
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"to suggest what Shirta is like" (p. xi). On the basis of some nine fragments interspersed 

in the Hebrew t xt hich app ar to have poetic cad nee - a balance and meter which 

Goldin att mpts to preserve in the translation - h concludes that "Shirta statements on 

a numb r of occasions get inf ctcd by the quality of th very sourc being interpreted" and 

ri e "to joyous, lyrical and po tic xclamation" (p. 16). The rabbinic commentary, Goldin 

in i ts in th s veral hapt rs of the introduction hich he de ot s to this subject, "is re-

n i to the mood and m lodiousne s of th origin 1 tc t" (p. 23) and has a "note

orchy compatibility ith th Song of Exodus 15" (p. 27). 
Both in hi id ntif ication and in his scanning of th po tic pa ag s, Goldin bas s him

If on th· •ork of A. firsky, •ho in a scri s of significant studi s demonstrat s that the 

forms of rly liturgic p try (of Yannai and Kalie) d ri from and ar d v lopments of 

th form of various typ s of x g tical syllogi ms us d by th rabbis in th ir exposition of 

riptur . A number of the midr hie pas ag s hi h Mir ky analyz s as illustrati of 

th d lopment from formul of to ynag g l try ar from th tractate Shirhl 
of th l\f ilta. 

Th T nn im w r a ·are, a {irsky' ampl indicat , that ther is a rhythmic flow, 

n incipi nt po tic qu liry in om of th formul th d in th ir scriptural is. 
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c ntr t r: sh of Th.,t -tuo • Ru/ s [ d. H. G. En low; w York: 
loch, 1933]} h • ion in f rm distingui hable from 

th t of • • l , 1 :7; b. T lmud, otah Sa). The 

tic r nd th 
cont nt of th h rm n utic II 

n 
ti 

th 

, r, only in id ntal to th form and 
of th rabbi , e n on the 

is - not r ifi -
0 . 

midrash and 
ork i a mar ed 

tic formula i an 
rr ·ng corrupt 

. . 
tic 

tion of the Mdil"' 
irJy frequ Ot 

nt to pply 
it. Th pri • • 1 n f 

ju tify it on the 
d 

tur r c r ·o 
m er of the Hehr 

p and at dm to obscure 

rim t cate10ri nti Uy 
r d f nding th mid h aaa11nst 

nd ndin ly0 (p. 30). H 
di • hip of 

li 1 t t m r in I-

t ( . 34). rn d ly i 

• 



. l 

I 

• • 

1 • 

M rch 23, 1977 

of th Heller book. Tba 

D J S11• r 



.. 
ON THE EDGE OF DESTRU CTION - Jews of Poland Between the Two World Wars 

C 1 ia H ller 
Columbia University Press - 1977 

$14, 95 

The letters and diaries of the condemned exert a compelling fascina-

tion. Celia H ller has written a report of the Jews of Poland during the twenty years 

before their extermination. Hundreds of thousands would be butchered in German 

d ath camps. Tens of thousands died fighting in gh tto uprisings. Tens of thousands 

w re hunted down and shot by Polish nationalists. Tens of thousands died fighting 

with th partisans. Of the three and a half million J ws of Poland in 1939, less than 

300, 000 su viv d the war. Those who r turned to Warsaw or Cracow found their 

apa rtm nts ith r rubble or expropriat d. When they petition d the authorities for 

th ir prop rty, th y w told: 'don't call us, we'll call you.' Within six months 

of th rrnan surr nd r b ody pogram h d brok n out in Ki lee. Today th re is 

no J L h communi y in a count y r a g ion ago J ws comprised t n p r-
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Church openly sided with those who would make Poland an all-Catholic nation. By 

1930 the forced immigration of Poland's Jews had become a matter of public policy. 

There was no place for the Jews to go. In 1924 the United States es

tablished strict immigration quotas for non-Wasps. By 1930 England was restricting 

immigration to Palestine. Poland's Jews were trapped and each year the level of 

violence against them increa sed. 

The author is a d es c endant of Polish Jews and her book Alli reflects 

a wistful feeling towards th e Poland that might have been had Jews been allowed to 

integrate into the society an d h e lp transform that desperately backward state into 

a modern and prosperous society. 

Dr. Heller i s a soc iologist, not an historian; and her book deals in 

social cone pts rath r than in con c rete ev nts. The mechanisms of Polish preju-

die and of J ish r spons are c l e arly e po s d; but this reader, at least, found 

this ork a strang ly dis mbodi d pr s ntation. I wanted to get beyond theory 

and touch th u t of h tortur d and th 

tn rag dy of this magni ud is v itiat 

m hodo o y of ocial th ory. 

23, 1977 
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THE RISE AND FAIL OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH GANGSTER 
Albert Fried 
New York, Harper & Row, 1980 I 

I • 

Normally a book on this theme would not merit review in our Journal, but 

the facts that Fried, Professor of History at SUNY (Purchase), provides are a use

ful and welcome antidote both to the proletarian rananticism with which Irving Howe 

and others have been col oring the world of our fathers, and to the determinedly de

fensive 'didn't we do exceptionalywell' corrmunal histories which have cast a halo 

of bourgeois accanplishment around most of our corrmunities. Fried's book deals with 

the social pathology which ~xisted in the areas of immigrant settlenent ard does so 

in a way which raises i.n¥)ortant questions about the acculturation process itself a.rd 
~ 

the functional value of t he Jewish identity which the :1mnigrants brought with them. 

One form of American Jewish social history canbines public relations 

with nostalgia and is found most f'requently in the ma.rw carmunal histories. It begins 

with an impression of East European J~ as a world of gentle scholars married to 

a n of valor whose ch ldren were forced by pq erty and pogran to emigrate to Amer

ica. Here they became a corrmunity of desperately hard-working parents \1d'lo sacrifice 

their lives to send th ir children to CCNY. TI-lose who came were either fully am 

happily traditional or bright young i ntellectuals who were manbers of -

soc alist cells in arsaw or Vilna. The fact is that Jewish life 1n Fastem &lrope 

in an a vanced stage of social and spiritual disintegration. Read Mahler or 
A'-" f) 

any oft e Yi dish novel sts fran Peretz Scholem Aleichen to the Singer brothers ard . 
ho cam ha lo since broken with their families ard traditional Jewish 

ent ty ost o c e yo , ma.rw hardly literate, particularly the girls; 

, th efo , 1 as cultural conditiarlng to take vantage or 

t t 0 

to 

as a shock to 100st American J that pros-

c 1n th Amr can ghettos and that Jewish girls were involved in 

di --~-art onate to other ethnic groups. Dislocation inevitably 

C qua.rte of the East Side hed yourg J out 
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families came over piecemeal there was often no hane to be pushed out of. Yet, the 

social cost of the inmigration process in disturbed lives is rarely examined 1n these 

"histories" whose purpose is to glorify accomplishrrent rather than to analyze social 

phenomena. 

The history of my city is typical. Lloyd Gartner, its author, History of 

the Jews of Cleveland, makes no reference to adult crime or prostitution. You wouldn't 

lmow from this book that Cleveland incubated a group of syndicate leaders who came 

into notoriety as the Cleveland Four (Tucker, Dalitz, Kleimnan and Rothkopf). There 
I 

is a page on juvenile delinqµency in the pre-World War I period which reports that 

"several hundred Jewish boys appeared before the juvenile court", but does not in

vestigate the crimes with which they were charged nor even seen to recognize that 

such numbers represent a sizable proportion of youngsters between twelve and firteen. 

Why were so many Jewish boys charged as delinquents? 

The other form of American Jewish social history operates with a differ

ent set of p conce tons, argely anti-bourgeois and anti-institutional., but no less 

. The Irving Howe are put off by the rather stolid quality of suburban 
'-

life. ey t the smell and taste of real people. It is true, of course, that 

th e was an active and colorful theater and a ntmt>er of Yiddish poetry circles and, 

of course the act ve Y ddish language newspapers on the East Side; but there were 

at le t as many pool halls and tuss parlors in the ghetto as literary societies. 

ho 

e East S 

to 

s reo yp cal 

0 

the other ·1nm1grant centers were places to escape fran. 'lhe ooe 

ere no privacy . 'lbe street was the school arxi playgrourd 

. There were as ITlru\Y teen-age truants on the street as future 

chool. t was an era of broken families and overworked families. 

1 h mother emerges because roothers had to use every bit of guile 

of their children fran running wild. At a distance the 

co orful Close up it was only a dismal neighborhood 

1 not another ensational report designed to titilate the reader 



" • 
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with tales of Jews gone wrong, but a sober academic study of Jewish life on the wild 
• ' 
'• 

side. Fried's book deals with Jewish crime within the context of Jewish social mo

bility. Prostitution, thuggery., thievery and worse, like sports and the perfonning 

arts., were ways of escaping from the drabness and 1mpoverisnnent of ghetto life, an 

unfortunate but not totally dysfunctional response to reality. 

There is no reason Jews need to be defensive about Jewish crime. Every 

imnigrant group went through a similar adjustment period. What is important is that 

we do not deny the facts . Those who do so are those among us who pass harsh juds,nents 

on the present generation of ghetto dwellers. The truth is that "there but for the 

grace of two generations go _" we." We produced our share, and sanet1mes more, of pros

titutes , pimps., thieves, acid throwers, labor racketeers and mobsters. 

The thesis that delinquency and crime decrease with age 1s fairly well 

established. So is the thesis that an apartment in Brooklyn rather than Jewish values 

took many out of the East ide gangs , though in t:1me Brooklyn's streets produced their 

own gangs . ability an aged operated on Jewi h linquents, and JOOSt became merrt>ers 

of the strai t orld at least until 1920 when Prohibition suddenly made crime the 

h gh road to .great and nstant wealth . '!he two decades from the passage of the Eigh

teenth Amen ent to the second World War represent the hey~ of the American~

ster en petty thugs ere transformed into syndicate leaders. 'lhe cr1minal suddenly 

bee an accept and n cessary rneni:>er of society and aroong its mst affluent. 

e makes 1 alear that during this period Jewish ~ters played a 

or rol at 111 vels o:f the various syndicates; indeed, in runbers Jews seem to 

av match thos of t 1r Italian coW1terparts. Nor did Jewish roomters limit them-

elve to 

boy 

u t a ' 

a h 

ho 

s an lawyering. We would like to think that no nice Jewish 

. . 
a union organizer or shopkeeper who would not pay for protection, 

not ca e When soon-to-be governor, Thanas Dewey, was 1nvest1-

yn cate, that Jewish toobster set his hired hams the task of as

on who might testify against hlm. In the violence that ensued nearly 

n•.,...i,~ ... pa rs called the killers Murder Incorporated. Mur-



der I ncorporated was an entirely Jewish ~nterprise. 

Jewish gangsters, like gangsters everywhere, both prey on and are part 

of their corrmuriities. In the twenties whenever a nobster stood trial any number of 

little people :from his turf would appear to testify of kindnesses and favors he had 

done for them. So it has ever been. A debate still rages among historians of the 

Judean Revolt whether the Siccari were freedom fighters or extortionists; and the 

answer is that they were both. The human spirit is never of a piece. During World 

War II when it was necessary to speed anns to the Allies, the United States Government 

treated with Lucky Luciano though he was in prison to gain his support for a no-strike 

pledge from New York's longshoremen. The goverrment went back to Luciano before the 

Allied invasion of Sicily to coordinate plans with that island's Mafia. An as yet 

unrecorded footnote to recent Jewish history would describe the support sane Jewish 

gangsters gave to various groups , particularfy the Irgun, during the 1947-48 struggle 

to establish the tate of Israel. 

The J ewish gangster was a predator, a jungle creature; but then the East . . 

Sid its counterparts across America were jungles. Fried does not excuse, but he 

does remind us t hat the East Side was hell and the imnigrants who became its denizens 

often bro ta J sh dentity which was severely frayed. 

Fri deals more thoroughly with the rise of the Jewish gargster than 

1th th sap earance fran the mobs in the post-World War II period. In recent 

ears h crime syn cate has become almost exclusively Italian. Why? Fried describes 
I 

a races he calls congruence A canpl~x society requires that crime be equally so-

• 

art C 

zat on requires professionals: lawyers, C.P.A. 's, etc. But the 

1 tructures affected all syndicates equally. Unfortunately, 

h oe ot 1nve t te the ocial and identity reasons which led to the Jewish nDb-

t 0 period. 

ch cl ar. Just as the mobs were eager to launder their na'lie 

0 inv tin tra.ight enterprises, so they were eager to laurder their 
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lives so as to be accepted by the straigi,lt world. Arter all, the leaders were now 
I • • • 

people of wealth. Children of gangsters regularly went to private schools and to good 

universities . The Cleveland Four had to leave Cleveland but found acceptance in Las 

Vegas and La Costa . Their children remain and are accepted members of the connrunity. 

Fried's book calls for a sequel which studies why the godfather forced his son into 

the business and the Cleveland Four forced their children out. 

Italians and Irish had lived in the East Side before the Jews came. Ja

maicans and Puerto Ricans followed the Jews. In midwestern cities like Clevelarn 1m-

• I 

migration was domestic rather. than foreign - first blacks 1'rom the south, and then .. . . . . . 
country folk from the hills; of Tennessee and the coal mines of West Virg1n1a. As 

each group passed through these irrrnigrant way stations, it endured a generation or 

delinquency, rebellion and crime until the adults developed marketabls skills and 

pulled together enough money t o get out. I worxler sanetimes about the current en

phasis on gentrif·cation, the assumed value of reestablishirg middle and upper middle

class life cheek by jowl with traditional iirrnigrant and turbulent areas. To place a 

straight c ity next to a ghetto would s eem to be an invitation to disaster .tor the 

house ts hose claws have been clipped by conditioning will be easily nauled by 

alley ca s. 

Whenever I visit in Manhattan and see three or four locks on an a.parbnent 

oor and a guard, often consp cuous]y anned, at the street entrance I wonder at the 

ersi tence of this attempt to renew the center cities at the same time ~hat we con

tinue to e t c ty as an imn:1.grant reception center. Inner city living can be re-

v > I susp t, o by clo 1ng the doors to further inmigration, an1 I am not sure 

want to o hat rout 

n any cas , Fri d' book lifts up a reality which must give the Buck-

pa e fo we repeat the custarery den\D'lciatioos or st.i>ur'

in the revival of the slun areas ot our urban centers. 

Daniel Jeren'1· Silver 

12/1/80 



Book Reviews 

The Rise and Fall of the American Jewish Gangster. By Albert 
ried. ew York: Harper & Row, 1980. 352 pp. 

ormally a book on thi 
theme would not m rit review in 
thi journal. However Albert Fried 
(Prof e or of Hi tor at Y 
Purcha e) pre ent fact hich are 
a welcome antidote both o the 
prol tarian romantici m with 
which Irvin Ho e nd other 
hav b n colorin th orld of 
our f th r nd to th d f n iv 
didn't- -do- ceptionall 11' 
ommunal hi tori hie v 

c t a halo of ho • 
pli hm nt around 
c mmuniti . r" e 

ith th o ial p 
• din a 

m d o 
• imp rtant qu 

th It • n proce:ss 
d C • I 

J 
m. 

n I 

d i 
n 
h 

IT 
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Tho e who came were either fully 
and happily traditional or bright 
young intellectual who were 
member of ociali t cell in War-
aw or Vilna. 

However, the fact i that Jew
i h life in a tern Europe wa in 
an advanced tage of ocial and 
piritual di integration (read Ra-

phael ahler or any of the Yid-
• • from Peretz and 

1chem to the inger 
Grade). Many who 

ince broken with 
d traditional Jc -
t who cam were 

man were hardl lit-
art icul th girl . The 
th un killed and 
th cultural conditioning 

nece:ssa d ntage of th 
m unit . It till 

c m tom t meri
titution a en-

• meri an h tt 
h irl involved 

• d in numb di pro-
• t r thnic group . 

• • re d di -
d quarter 
ed young 

wher 
• h 1i in jun I 

1 ud . c fami-
piecem al there 

pu h d 
t f th 
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Communication 

The Editor 
Journal of Refornz Judaism 

Edwin Friedman article, "Bar Mitzva When the Parents Are 
o Longer Partner ' (Journal, Spring, 1981 ), impels me to share 

our Temple's guidelines: 

I. An officer i de ignated to meet with the parents at least three 
month prior to the Bar / Bat Mitzva to apprise the family of 
the Temple guideline and to di cu financial arrangements, 
per onal problem and announcements in the Temple bulletin. 

2. The congregation relate directly and exclusively with the 
f amil for making arrangement and decision for aliyot and 
other honor . 

3. The ynagogu and r ception hall ar open to all who wish to 
attend the er ice or r ception (and/or Kidush). 

4. The nagogu help facilitate arrangement for the family 
o that there i no embarra ment to the family or ynagogue. 
n order to do o th nagogue remain neutral in any dif-

f r n hi h ma o ur b twe n family member . 
. It i recomm nded that all optional practice which call at

t ntion to th p r nt e.g. calling the parent to the bima 
kin th par nt to tand for ble ing etc. be di pen ed 
ith unle p cificall r qu ted b the parent . 
t th con lu i n of th r i rabbi and officer of the con-

r tion r t th ntir famil of the Bar /Bat Mitzva with-
out d i n tin p r nt plicitl . 

II, 1 I 

urray Levine 
~ mple Beth holom 

armingham Ma . 
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immigration process is rarely ex
amined in these "histories," whose 
purpose is to glorify accomplish
ment rather than to analyze social 
phenomena. 

The history of my city is typ
ical. Lloyd Gartner, the author of 
History of the Jews of Cleveland, 
makes no reference to adult crime 
or prostitution. The book makes no 
mention of the fact that Cleveland 
incubated a group of syndicate 
leaders who came into notoriety as 
the "Cleveland Four" (Tucker, 
Dalitz, Kleinman and Rothkopf). 
There is a page in the book on ju
venile delinquency in the pre
World War I period which reports 
that "several hundred Jewish boys 
appeared before the juvenile 
court," but the author fails to in
vestigate the crimes with which 
they were charged and does not 
eem to recognize that uch num

ber repre ent a sizable proportion 
of young ter between twelve and 
fifteen. Why were o many Jewi h 
boys charged a delinquent ? 

The other form of American 
Jewi h ocial hi tory operate with 
a different et of preconception 
largely anti-bourgeoi and anti-in-
titutional but no le mi leading. 

The Irving Howe are put off by 
the rather tolid quality of ub
urban Hf e. They want the mell 
and ta te of "real people. It i 
true of cour e that there exi ted 
an active and colorful theater a 
number of Yiddi h poetry circle 
and, of cour the active Yiddi h 
languag new paper on the Ea t 

ide· but th r were at lea t a 
many pool hall in the ghetto a 
literary ocietie . The Ea t Side 
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and the other immigrant centers 
were places from which to escape. 
The one hope was to get out. There 
was no privacy. The street was the 
school and playground, as well as 
living room. There were as many 
teen-age truants on the street as 
future CCNY registrants in school. 
It was an era of broken and over
worked fa mi lies. The stereotypical 
Jewish mother emerges because 
mothers had to use every bit of 
guile they possessed to keep their 
children from running wild. At a 
distance, the East Side seems col
orful; at closer look it was only a 
dismal neighborhood. 

Fried's book is not another 
sensational report designed to ti
tilate the reader with tales of Jews 
gone wrong but a sober academic 
stud of Jewish life on the wild 
side. It d als with Jewish crime 
within th context of Jewi h social 
mobility. Prostitution thuggery, 
thievery and wor e were way of 
e caping from the drabne and 
impoverishment of ghetto life. 

There i no rea on Jew need 
to be def en ive about Jewi h crime. 
Every immigrant group went 
through a imilar adju tment pe
riod. What i important i that we 
do not deny th fact . Tho c who 
do o arc prone to pa har h judg
ment on the pre ent generation 
of ghetto dweller . The truth i 
that "there but for the grac of 
two generation go we. 

The the i that delinquency 
and crime decrea e with age i 
fairly well e tabli bed. So i the 
the i that an apartment in Brook
lyn (rather than Jewi h value ) 
took many out of the Ea t Side 

77 
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gangs; though, in time, Brooklyn's 
streets produced their own gangs. 
Mobility and age had their effect 
on Jewish delinquents, and most 
became members of the "straight" 
world, at least until 1920 when 
Prohibition suddently made crime 
the high road to great and instant 
wealth. The two decades from the 
passage of the Eighteenth Amend
ment to the second World War 
represent the heyday of the Amer
ican gangster when petty thugs 
were transformed into syndicate 
leaders. The criminal suddenly 
became an accepted and necessary 
member of society and among its 
most affluent. 

Fried makes it clear that dur
ing this period Jewish gangsters 
played a major role at all levels of 
the various syndicates; indeed, in 
numbers Jews seem to have 
matched tho e of their Italian 
counterpart . or did Jewish 
mob ter limit themselves to jug
gling figure . We would like to 
think that no "nice Jewi h boy 
would beat up a union organizer 
or hopkeeper who would not pay 
for protection but that i imply 
not the ca e. When oon-to-be gov
ernor Thoma Dewey wa inve -
tigating the Lepke yndicate that 
Je i h mob ter directed hi hired 
hand to a a inate anyone who 
might te tif again t him. In the 
violence that en ued nearly a 
thou and people were eliminated. 

w paper called the killer 
urder Incorporated. '4Murder 

Incorporated wa an entirely 
Je i h enterpri e. 

7 

Je i h gang ter - like gang
t r ever here- both prey on 

and are part of their communities. 
In the twenties, whenever a mobs
ter stood trial, people from his turf 
would appear to testify about 
kindnesses and favors he had done 
for them. So it has ever been. A 
debate still rages among historians 
of the Judean Revolt whether the 
Siccari were freedom fighters or 
extortionists; and the answer is 
that they were both. The human 
spirit is never of one color. During 
World War II, when it was nec
essary to speed arms to the Allies, 
the United States Government co
operated with Lucky Luciano (al
though he was in prison) to gain 
his support for a no-strike pledge 
from New York's longshoremen. 
The government went back to Lu
ciano before the Allied invasion of 
Sicily to coordinate plans with 
that i land s Mafia. An as yet un
recorded footnote to recent Jewish 
history would de cribe the support 
some Jewi h gangsters gave to var
ious groups particularly the Jr
gun during the 1947-48 struggle 
to e tabli h the State of Israel. 

The J ewi h gang ter wa a 
predator a wild creature· but the 
Ea t Side and it counterpart 
acros America were jungle . Fried 
doe not make e cu e but he 
doe remind u that the Ea t Side 
wa hell and that the immigrant 
who became it denizen often 
brought a Jewi h identity which 
wa everely frayed. 

Fried deal more thoroughly 
with the ri e of the Jewi h gang-
ter than with their di appear

ance from the mob in the post
World War I I period. In r c nt 
year the crime yndicate ha be-
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come almost exclusively Italian. 
Why? Fried describes a process he 
calls "congruence." A complex so
ciety requires that crime be equal
ly sophisticated. Organization re
quires professionals-lawyers, 
CPAs, etc. But the articulation of 
criminal structures affected all 
syndicates equally. Unfortunately, 
he does not investigate the social 
and ethnic reasons which led the 
Jewish mobster to withdraw in the 
post-war period. This much is 
clear: just as the mobs were eager 
to launder their monies so that 
they could invest in legal enter
prises, so were they eager to laun
der their lives so as to be accepted 
by the "straight" world. After all, 
the leaders were now people of 
wealth. Children of gangsters reg
ularly went to private schools and 
to good universities. The "Cleve
land Four had to leave Cleveland, 
but found acceptance in Las Vegas 
and La Costa. Their children re
main and are accepted member 
of the community. Fried' book 
calls for a sequel which tudie 
why the Godfather forced hi on 
into the busines and the "Cleve
land Four forced their children 
out. 

Italian and Iri h had lived in 
the Ea t Side before the Jew 
came. Jamaican and Puerto Ri
can followed the Jew . In mid
we tern citie like leveland im
migration wa dome tic rather 
than foreign- fir t black from 
the outh and then country folk 
from the hill of Tenne ee and the 
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coal mines of West Virginia. As 
each group passed through these 
immigrant way stations, it en
dured a generation of delinquency, 
rebellion and crime until the adults 
developed marketable skills and 
pulled together enough money to 
get out. I wonder sometimes about 
the current emphasis on "gentri
fication," the assumed value of sit
uating middle- and upper middle
class families side by side with tra
ditionally immigrant and turbu
lent communities. To place a 
traight community next to a ghet

to would seem to be an invitation 
to disaster. 

Whenever I vi it in Manhat
tan and see three or four lock on 
an apartment door and a guard at 
the treet entrance ( often con pic
uo 1 ~u.u,:d), I wonder at the 
per i t n of thi attempt to re
new the inner citie at the ame 
time that we continue to u e the 
city a an immigrant reception 
center. Inner city living can be re
vived I u pect only by clo ing 
the door to further immigration 
and I am not ure we want to go 
that route. 

In any ca e Fried' book re
veal a reality which mu t give the 
Buckmin ter Fuller among u 
pau e before we repeat the cu -
tomary denunciation of uburbia 
and place exaggerated hope in 
the revival of the lum area of our 
urban center . 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 

DA IEL JER MY ILVER i Rabbi of The Tempi in I veland, Ohio, and 
djunct Profe or of Religion at a e We tern Re erve nive it . 
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Yahweh Is a Warrior: The Theology of Warfare in Ancient Israel. 
By Millard C. Lind, foreward by David Noel Freedman, intro
duction by John H. Yoder. Scottsdale: Herald Press, 1980. 248 
pp. 

Under the influence of Zion
ism and Modernism, we have all 
been taught to read the Bible as 
a document of Jewish nationalism. 
But our scholarly predecessors, 
who interpreted the words of 
Scripture to indicate pacifism and 
even passivity under God, may 
have been more right. That, at 
lea t, i the thesis of this learned 
and per uasive study of Holy War 
in ancient Israel. 

The main point of Yahweh ls 
a Warrior eem indi putable: 
God, not the people, win military 
victorie . God not Israel decide 
who conquer - the many or the 
few, the trong or the weak. The 
model for biblical victory is the 

odu in which I rael defeated 
a powerful nation without o to 
p ak firing a hot. From Mo e 

until David ictorie came mirac
ulou I not through weaponry or 
militar kill (even David beat 
Goliath onl becau e God wanted 
him to). The early hi tory narra
ti e in Gene i were written dur
in p riod of ma imum Jewi h 
militar piration but they r -
fl t c mopolitani m and tru t 

od th t the king did not al
manife t. The patriarchal 

ifi t • the judge ho re olute-
1 ref u d to be king • aul who 
f ilcd be au e h could not be 
militant enough pr ci ely wh n 

od the arrior- all the 
"ndi tc that braham Cron-
b h re din of the Torah wa 

0 

far less idiosyncratic than most of 
us once thought. 

Professor Lind, a Mennonite 
scholar, documents the pacifist 
tradition in Israel meticulously. 
His learning is vast, and reflects 
German theological insight as well 
as a fine grasp of Near Eastern 
archeology. 

Lind attempts to prove that 
the canonical text-which is un
deniably pacifist in tone-reflects 
historical facts and is not mere 
theological reflection or secondary 
interpretation of ear Eastern 
militari m. But-as Lind must 
kno -the ancient ear Ea t re
flected the belief that war wa be
tween the gods, and in this respect, 
the Israelites' true originality wa 
that their God did not endor c 
warlike imperiali m or idolatrou 
ubjcction of church to tate. Fur

thermore there i no way to a -
certain hi torical truth through 
the canonical text. ot only i that 
impo ible it i al o unncce ar . 
The only e odu we can peak of 
i the theologically ophi ticatcd 
ver ion related in the book of E -
odu . The only judge we know arc 
already part of the Deut ronomic 
hi tory. Although we cannot ep
arate "hi tori cal fact from "the
ological reflection in the way 
Lind think we hould nothing 
crucial i l t. Whatever th "r al 

braham thought (and Lind i 
much more anguine about hi ex
i tence and nature than much of 
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recent scholarship), it is the can
onical Abraham-who only once 
lapsed from obedience into mili
tary action-which is the issue. 
The scripture "now in our hands" 
is our Bible, and that book is in
credibly slanted toward pacifism 
and trust in God. 

Despite our tendency to look 
for biblical justification for mod
ern-day militarism (e.g., the Six 
Day War)-what we actually find 
is a people who believed that God, 
and God alone, would protect them 
against their enemies and that 
their task was only to keep Hi 
commandment . ot only Cron
bach but al o Satmer and Buber 
and the Jewish Peace Fellowship 
are on the right track although 
most of us cannot accept their 
views. We arc deeply committed 
to the Zionist here y of military 
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self-protection and trust in our 
Jewish power. Alas, we Jews turn 
out to be not very powerful as the 
world measures strength. The Bi
ble is not only religiously subtle 
but also politically relevant. 

Whether ancient Israel's 
unique solution to the political 
question of survival was a "late 
spiritualization" or, as Lind insists, 
"an event happening at the begin
ning of I rael' existence," it wa 
in any ca e "an event that trans
formed warfare itself from a ma
nipulation of power to a prophetic 
act and a patient waiting upon 
Yahweh' deliverance." The Bible, 
then, i a challenge to all our cer
taintie about power and a pow-

rful call to renewed tru t in God. 

Arnold Jacob Wolf 

God's People in Cl,rist: New Testament Perspectives on tl,e 
Ch11rcl, and J11daism. By Daniel J. Harrigan S. J. Philadelphia: 
Fortre Pre 1980. 144 pp. 
I ss11es in tl,e Jewisl,-Cl,ristian Dialog11e: Jewi I, Perspectives on 
Covenant, Mission and Witness. Edited by Helga Croner and 
Leon Klenicki. Ram ey .J.: Pauli t Pre l 980. 189 pp. 
Jewish and Cl,ristian Self-Definition. Volume One: T"e Shaping 
of C"ristianity in t"e Second and T"ird Cent11ries. Edited by 

·, E. P. Sander . Philadelphia: Fortre Pre 1980. 336 pp. 
What Are They Saying Abo11t Cl,ristian-Jewis" Relations? By 
John T. Pawlikow ki. Ram ey, .J.: Pauli t Pre 1980. 146 pp. 

A an ordain d liberal rabbi 
actively involv d in ecumenical 
dialogu on th local level I pray 
that of the four volume reviewed, 
th on which will have the great-
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c t impact upon it r adcr - both 
Jcwi h and Chri tian alike- i that 
of John T. Pawlikow ki What Are 
They a ing About hri tian
Jewi h Relations? Partly bccau e 



BOOK REVIEWS 

of its brevity, partly because of the 
felicity of its writing style, but pri
marily because of the clarity with 
which Pawlikowski enumerates 
those fundamental core issues cru
cial to the dialogist, this work de
mands constant reading and re
reading by all concerned with im
proving the climate of Jewish
Christian relationships. 

Pawlikowski emphasizes the 
five emerging directions necessary 
for any present and future Chris
tian theology of Judaism {pp. 
61 ff)-not to mention the equally 
important need for a contempo
rary Jewish theology of Christian
ity, both of which have already 
been addressed by such eminent 
cholar a Han Kung and Jakob 

J. Petuchowski, among others. The 
very i ·ue with which Pawlikows
ki i concerned-New Testament 
anti-Semiti m, Pharisaism, the 
Land of I rael the azi Holo
cau t, the Jewi h Covenant, the 
per on of Je u - are preci ely 
tho e element which mu t be ad
dre ed by both theologie . 

From the Jewi h point of 
view and immea urably helpful to 
the en itive Chri tian theologian 
i the important collection of e -
ay edited by Helga Croner and 

Leon Klenicki under the title /s
ue in the Jewi h-Christian Dia

logue: Jewi h Perspective on 
o enant, Mi ion and Witne s. 
ignificantly both of the fir t two 

volum have been publi hed by 
the Roman Catholic Pauli t Pre .) 
Grouped under the twin heading 
of I. ovenant and .. II. Witne 
and Mi ion thee even e ay -
all by di tingui hed cholar with-

2 

in the American Jewish Commu
nity, including the late Leon Stit
skin, zichrono livracha-f urther 
explore these vital topics in both 
their historical and present-day 
contexts. To read these essays and 
wrestle with their content, as the 
authors themselves have done, is 
to further appreciate the rich in
tellectual heritage of the Jewish 
religious tradition, a tradition 
bound not so much by the limi
tations of the human mind but by 
what Klenicki himself calls 
" . . . the sincere search for God 
. . . an open-hearted, totally com
mitted, dramatic thirst for God" 
(p. 9). 

This intellectual component 
of religious tradition is further en
hanced within the Christian com
munity by the publication of the 
fir t of three volumes of a research 
project sponsored by McMaster 
University (Hamilton, Canada) 
under the overall rubric "Jewish 
and Christian Self-Definition. 
This first volume, entitled The 
Shaping of Christianity in the 
Second and Third Centuries i to 
be followed by a second, to be 
called Judaism from the Macca
bees to the Mid-Third Centurie , 
and a third to "concentrate 
on Greco-Roman philo ophical 
chools, cult and other in titu

tion in relation to Jewi h and 
Chri tian elf-definition. The e
rie it elf i edited by E. P. Sand
ers, Professor of Religiou Studie 
at McMaster. 

The thirteen e ay which 
compri e thi volume all attempt 
quite ucce fully, to delineate the 
philosophical, theological hi tori-
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cal, social, and cultural matrix 
which had an impact upon Chris
tianity in the second and third cen
turies, as well as the influence and 
response of such luminaries as Ig
natius of Antioch, Irenaeus, Clem
ent of Alexandria, and Origen. 
Taken as an individual work with 
a single theme, one can almost feel 
the enormity of the weights of Pla
tonism, Roman and Greek milieus, 
Gnosticism, and Judaism bearing 
down upon the young Christian 
sect struggling to emerge into a 
Church. 

For Daniel J. Harrigan, in his 
book God's People in Christ: New 
Testament Perspectives on the 
Church and Judaism, the Church 
IS 

. . . the community of 
thos who believe in Je u 
and hi preaching of th 
kingdom. It pr rve and 
rep at Jc u ~ pr aching 
and tric to be faithful to 
it. It live it tif again t 
th background or horizon 
of the kingdom (p. 26). 

Hi book, therefore, i a paen of 
prai e in upport of the unique 
nature of the Chri tian Church 
olidly en conced in the ew Te -
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tament, yet cognizant of the Jew
ish world which preceded it and 
gave it birth. Sadly, however, Har
rigan, in his concluding chapter, 
is bound by a false sense of the 
superiority of Christianity when 
he writes: 

The unbelief (sic) of I rael 
remained a my tcry to 
Paul, and it remain such 
to the church today. . . . 
To withhold from another 
[i.e., the Jewi h People] 
what one perceive a a 
prcciou piritual trea ure 
[i.e., Chri tianity and Je-
u a the Chri t) i elf

i hne , and elfi hne i 
never very admirable (p. 
l 14). 

Thu h negate much of the po -
1t1v alue of hi commentary
macking a it doe of conde cen
ion i -A-vi the theological faith

fulne of I rael in it continuou 
ncounter with God and de iring, 

in lead, a radical alteration of it 
under landing of that ame God. 
Thu the value of thi work for 
enlarging the cope of the Jewi h
Chri tian dialogue i everely lim
ited. 

Steven L. Jacobs 

L. JA OB i Rabbi of ongregation h rai homayim in Mobil , 
labama, and hautauqua Prof or of Jcwi h tudi t prin Hill oil g 

Mobile, a J uit in titution. 
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