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Map 1. The fertile Crescent. 
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CHART I. CHRO, 'OLOGICAL LA D~fARKS OF THE ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN 
PERIOD 

Ge neral History 

c. 3100. Inventio n of cuneiform 
writing by the Sumcr ians in 
southern Mesop otamia. 

c. 2615-2 175. O ld Kingdom period of 
Egrptian h is to ry (building of the 
pyramids) . 

c. 2360-2 i 80. F irst large-scale terri­
torial empire in 1 e opo tamian 
history: Sarton o f Akkad. 

21st- 19th cntur ies. 1ov mcnt of 
Amoritec. and othe r barbar ian 
peopks into th e .c t tied areas of 
k1;opotami::i and Canaan. 

2060- 1950. Third Dynas ty of Ur. 

1792-1750. Rci!!n of Hammurabi of 
Babylon. 

1450-1200. Hittite empire in A ia 
f inor and Syria. 

13th- 12th c nturies. Wa e of inva ions 
in Syri nd Pale tin by Aramc::ins, 
•• ca People ... and other poups. 

• 

. I. nel and its Antccl'dents 

21st-I 5th centuries. Middle Bronze 
Ate in Canaan; probabJ ori~ins of 
the patriarchal traditions of Israel. 

16 78-15 70. Canaan and [iypt ruled 
by the Hyksos; possible ~tting for 
the de cent of lsrurs a nee tors 10 
E~ypt. 

15 70-1304. New K in~dom or Empire 
period of E!!YPtian history; Egypt 
dominates Canaan. 

c. I 2 7 5-1 2 50. I:: . odus of Israelites 
from Et?ypt. 

c . 1250-1200. 1 raclitc ronque ts in 
Canaan, lcadin1, to formation of• 
tribal allian«. Ocra ional inter• 
tribal lead r hip by jud1es. 

1 JOO --------------------1-----........ -------------------E 

• 

c. l 100. E rl iron a,c; rise of Philis· 
tin le uc f cities alonJ: the sca-
c: St • 

c.1050. Vic tory of Phili~tinc over 
I r.icJi1c at Arhck. 

c. 1020- 1000. S ul a first kin of 
I rael. 

JO O ---------------4----------------
Hir m I, kinp of Ty re in 

Jly of D id nd 

' 

c. I 000- 961. Da id, cond kin1 of 
I r cl. 

c. 961 - 922. Solomon, third kin of 
lsr el. 
. 

r . 922. ere ion or northern tribes 
from the Da idic dyna ty • plit 
bet ccn northern kin dom 
(I racl) and southern inadom 
(Judah). 

. . 

. . 

, 

.. 



900 
BCE 

General History 

900- 842. Ben Hadad I and 
ric;c of Aramcan state of 
Dama cus. 

Ear1y 9th cntury. Re ur­
cncc of A yria. 

854. Bctinning of tempor­
ary de-dine of A yrian 
power west of fr . opo­
tamia, permitting 
domination by Aram­
Dama cus over J rael. 

800 

J r;tcfirc Hic;fory 

Northern Kingdom 
{Israel) 

875 - 842. Dynasty 
of Omri. Religious 
conflicts during 
rcipn of A ha b on 
of Omri, invoJ in{! 
the prophets 
Elijah and Efi ha. 

84 2. Jehu overthrows 
the Omri dynasty, 
attack wo1. hip of 
Baal in Israel. 

• 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Israelite Hi~tory 

Sowhern Kingdom 
(J11dahJ 

873-849. Jchos .. phat. 
king of Judah, allied 
with hracJ and Tyre. 

836. O\'Crthrow or 
Ahab•s dau~tcr. 
A thaliah, in Jcna­
aJcm; restoration 

of Davidic dynasty. 

I BCE--------- --1---------------------

E rly 8th c ntury. Rene cd 
A yrian campaigns est 
of k opot mia. 

745-727. Conqu t of 
A •fr n kin Tiglath­
Pilc r JV, t bH hin 
p rm ncnt mpirc in 

yri3 :md P Jc tine. 

785-745. Rehm of 
Jerobo m JI and 
re i al of Israel; 
the prophet Amos 
and Hoc;ca. 

722. Sic •c and fall 
of :.maria; As-

ri n deporta­
tion of northern 
I raeJitc ; end of 
the northern 

in •dom. 

------

I 
I 
I 
I 

' I 
' I 
I 

' I 

734-715. Ahaz re­
fuse to join anti- . 
A yrian aJJiance; 
Judah spared. 

c. 7J 5-687. Rcii;n or 
HeZC'kiah; the 
prophets I aiah and 
Micah. 

70J. A syrian cige 
of Jcru :dt-m, re­
t'it.1bli hing Judah•• 
ub crvicncc to 

A yria. 

70 __________ ~--------------------

r, the 
r;thc 
rumble . 

• 

640-609. Reign of Jo i1h; re ur cnce of 
Jud~an ind pendcnce; Dcuteronomic 
mo m nt of rrli iou reform. Early 
period of the prophet Jeremiah. 

. • 

• 

. . 

.. 



- 01art J. (con't) 

600 
BCE 

General Hi tory 

Early 6th century. Division 
of the Assyrian mpire 
between the Babylonians 
(ru]ed f esopotamia and 
Syria-Pale tine) and the 
fcdes (in Iran and 

northern tc ui tories). 

546-530. Cyrus the Per ian 
o erthrows the f dian 
kings. put an end to the 
Babylonian empire. Per­
sian empire dominates • 
the ancient Near East (to 
the 330s). • 

J cwish History 

597. Babylonian siege or Jerusalem; first 
deportations of Judcans to Babylon. 

587. Second Babylonian siege of Jena• 
sal m. Fall of the city, de t1uction of 
the Temple, ma iv deportations to 
Babylon. Proph ts or the e ilic 
period : Ezekiel, Second I aiah. 

538. Cyrus's edict permitting the 
Judcan iles to return J,ome. 

• c. 515. Completion of the Second 
' Temple in Jeru alem. Prophets 

Haggai and Zechariah. Judah a 
scmiautonomous province of the 
Persian empire (to the 330s). 

500 -------------4-----------------B E 

9 0 . n ucc fut P r ian 
f to conqu r Eur p an 

Gr . 

450 -430 . 

31 04. Th 
in Gr ce. 

27-3 7. Th Pl to. 

c. 4 0 40 . cw wave of return from 
B by)onia und r Nehemia and Ezra; 

cia1 nd r li i us reforms in Judah. 

0 ---------------1------------------

3 - 22. Th d totle. 

i1i ion 
r 

, 

4th ntury. Po ible ,y tallization of 
the am 1itan tJadition. 

c. 333. Al nder' rmy occupia 
Jud a and Pale tine. 

. . 



300 
BCE 

General Histol)' 

3rd century. Rise of Rome as the main 
power in Italy; Alexandria in Egypt 
as a major center of HclJenistic 
culture. 

Jewish History 

3rd century. Judea under the rule of 
the Ptolemies, the Hellenistic king-· 
dom based in Egypt. Rise of the 
Jewish community of Alexandria 
and the first translations of puts 
of the Bible into Greek. 

201 - 198. Judea passes to the rule of 
the Seleucids of Syria, Mesopotamia, 
and adjacent areas. 

200 ______________ +--------"----------

BCE 

175- 163. Rule of Seleucid king 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 

• 

• 
• 

175. Beginning of dominance by 
Hellenizing clements in Jerusalem . 

167. Antiochus JV converts the Temple 
to a pagan shrine; beginning of the 
Maccabcan revolt. 

l 64. Temple retaken by the Maccabees, 
who purify and rededicate it. 

. ,. . . . 
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