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THE APOCALYPSE 

ESDRAS 

tS 

OF 

TI1e foIIowing is from the so-ca11cd Second Book of Esdras, an 
apOCI) pl1al document of doubtful date but unmistakable meaning. 
TJ1c author-supposedly tl1e ancient I , 'giver, Ezra-seeks to solve the 
age-old proble,n of w11y Israel, of all nations, is tl1e most afflicted. The 
a1 swer, given in a series of visions, is twofold: first, Cod's ways are i& 
scrutable, and Israel must tJ1ercfore be patient; second, Cod's justice is 
urc, and Israel's patience, if sufficient, will be soon and wonderfully 
re~~ . 

I quote J1e e only a sl1ort passage from the early part of the book 
(Cl1a tcrs 3:33 to 4:26), since t11e rest consists almost entirely of a~ 
1} ptic proofs t11at tl1e world is about to "end." 

' For I have gone all about the n tions, and I have seen them 
abounding in ,, ealth, } et unmindful of your commandments. 

o, th reforc \\eigh our iniquities and those of the inhabitants 
of the , ·orld on the scales; and \\ l1ich ,vay the movement of. the 

oin er turns ,vill be found out. Or \\ hen did the inhabitants of 
he r h not in in our sight? Or \\hat nation has kept your com.: 

111andn1 nt o ~ 11? Y u ,vill find names of men who have kept 
o r conunandmcnts, but }OU ,,ill 1 ot find nations." 

n he angel who had been sent to me, , hose name was Uriel, 
122 



Tlie Apocalypse of Esdras 
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J.2 3 
ans,vercd and said to me, "Your mind has utterly fai1cd in this 
world and do you expect to understand the way of the Most 
High?'' 

And I said, "Yes, my lord." 
And he answered me and said, ''f was sent to show you three 

ways, and to set three figures before· you. If you can solve one of 
these for me, I will show you the way you want to see and teach 
you why the heart is wicked." 

And I said, "Go on, my lord." 
And he said to me, "Come, weigh me tl1e weight of fire, or 

measure me a measure of ,vind, or call back for 111e the day that 
is past.". . 

And I ans,\cred and said, "'''ho tl1at is born can do that, that 
you should ask such things of 1ne?" 

And he said to me, "If I had asked you, 'I lo\V 1nany dwellings 
are there in the heart of the sea, or ho\v n1any streams at the source 
of the deep, or ho\v n1any ways above the finnan1c 1t, or what are 
the \Vays of le ving Paradise?' perhaps you would have said to me, 
'I have never gone do,vn into the deep, nor i to Had s, nor have 
I ever climbed up into the heavens.' But now I bave only asked 
you about fire and ,vind and the day, through all of which you l1ave 
passed, and ,vithout ,vbich you cannot Jive, and you have given 
me no answer about them I" And l1e said to me, "Your own things 
that gro,v up \\ith you, }OU cannot understand; and ho,v can your 
fra1ne grasp the way of the ~1ost IIigh, or one already ,vorn out by 
the corrupt world understand incorruption?" 

And when I heard this, I fell on my face and said to him, "It 
,vould have been better that we s11ould not be here t11an to come 
here and lh c in ungodliness, and suffer, \\itl1out unders nding 
why." 

-And l1e ans,vcrcd me and said, "I \\ cnt to a forest of trees of the 
field, and they took counsel and said, 'Come, let us go and 1nake 
\\ar on the s a, so that it may retire before u , and ~c may make 
more forests for o rselves.' In like · nianner tl1c ,vavcs of the sea 
themselves also took counsel and said, 'Come, let us go up and 
conquer the forest of the field, so that there also e may win our-

. ' 
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Between the Testaments 

selves more territory.' And e thought of the forest was in vain, 

for the fire came and cons med it; so was the tho g t of the 

waves, for the sand stood finn and stopped them. o if you e 

their j ge, which of them woul you have und en to j tif , 

and which to condemn?" 
And I answered and said, "It a foolish plan that bo h 

fonned, for the land is given o forest, an the pla of s 

is given it to bear its v .'' • 
And he an~ me and • "You have j dged rig tly; and 

by h ve you not j dged so in yo r own nd 

• giv to th or t, an t e to i 
on unc1enta 

h 
I san~~-~ 
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