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JOB 13, 14 

H will mo t urely expo e you 
• u take hi part by fal ely accu ing me. 

t G d' maje ty trike you with dread, 
r f him ov rwhelm you? 

alk i du t and a he , 
• I crumb! lik clay. 

ind, 

First cycle of speeches 
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First cycle of speeches 

The days of his life are determined, 
and the number of his months is known to thee; 
thou hast laid down a limit, which he cannot pass. 
Look away from him therefore and leave him alone 
counting the hours day by day like a hired labourer. 

If a tree is cut down, 
there is hope that it will sprout again 
and fresh shoots will not fail. 
Though its roots grow old in the earth, 
and its stump is dying in the ground, 
if it scents water it may break into bud 
and make new growth like a young plant. 
But a man dies, and he disappears; a 
man comes to his end, and where is he? 
As the waters of a lake dwindle, 
or as a river shrinks and run dry, 
so mortal man lies down, never to rise 
until the very ky plits open. 
If a man dies, can he live again? 6 

He hall never be roused from hi lecp. 
~--"ff' only thou wouldst hide me in Sheol 

and cone al me till thy anger tum aside, 

JOB 14 

if thou wouldst fix a limit for my time ther , and then remember me! 
c Then I would not lo chop , however long my crvicc, 
waiting for my relief to come. 
Thou would t ummon me and I would an w r thee; 
thou would t long to the creature th u t made. 
But now thou dot count every tep I take, 
watching all my cou 
Ev ry off nee of mine i tored in thy bag; 
thou do t k cp my iniquity under seal. 
Y ct a falling mountain- ide i wept away, 
and a rock i di lodg d from it place 
a water wea away ton 
and a rain- torm cou th ii from the land, 

th u ha t wip d out th hope of frail man· 
thou d t ov rpow r him finally and he i gon ; 
hi fac i chang d and he i bani bed from thy ight. 
Hi fle h upon him become black, 
and hi life-blood dri up within him. ' 
Hi n ri t hon ur, and h e nothing of it; 
th y ink into ob curity, and h know it not. 

crl . Lin rrarupo Id /rDffl Htimri"I of n t 14. u noi, 
mr fJtr , ta. d V n c :z 1 and :z:z traruposed. ' Hi ft h ... within him: or 
Hi kin maybe r rct him 1nd hi I va mourn hi 
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First cycle of speeches 

In God's hand are the souls of all that live, 
the spirits of all human kind. 
Wi dom and might are his, 
with him are firmness and understanding. 
If he pulls down, there is no rebuilding; 
if he impri ons, there is no release. 
If he holds up the waters, there is drought; 
if he let them go, they tum the land upside down. 
Strength and success belong to him, 
deceived and deceiver are his to use. 
He make counsellors behave like idiots 
and drive judge mad; 
he loo e the bonds imposed by kings 
and remove th girdle of office from their waists; 
h make prie t behave like idiot 
and overthrow men long in office; 
th wh ar tru ted he trike dumb, 
h tak wa the judgement of old men; 
h h ap com on prince 
nd b te the arrogance of nobles. 

H I ad p pie a tray and d troys them, 
h I th m I w and there they li . 

a their wi dom from the rule of th 
th m wandering in a pathl wildcm 

r p in th darkn without light 
r 1 ft t nd r like a drunkard. 

d in obscurity 
he brings light. 

wn ey , 

nation 

it, and und tood it. 

u. 
with the Almipty 
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JOB 15 

Second cycle of ,peec#N 
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JOB 6, 7 

which turn dark with ice 
or are hidden with piled-up sno 
or they vanish the moment th are in spate, 
dwindle in the heat and are ne. 
T: en the caravans, windin • ther and thither, 
g up into the wilderness d perish; a 
th caravans of Terna lo for their waters, 
tra elling merchant o heba hope for them; 
but hey are di appo • ted, for all their confidence, 
they each them on to be balked. 
So tre cherous ha you now been to me: b 
you fel di may d were afraid. 
Did I e r ay Give me thi or that; 
op n you pu e to ave my life; 

y nemy; 
f the hand of ruthl men,? 

and I will li ten in Hence ; 
hav erred. 

word of the upright man! 
t of wi e men c prove? 

ut word 
m n pat hop ? 
d? 

riend? 
at me· 

inju __ ·--·· 

First cycle of speeches 

my w rd ar wild? 
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First cycle of speeches 

Remember, my life is but a breath of wind; 
I shall never again see good days. 
Thou wilt behold me no more with a seeing eye; 
under thy very eyes I shall disappear. 
As clouds break up and disperse, 
so he that goes down to Sheol never comes back; 
he never returns home again, 
and his place will know him no more. a 

But I will not hold my peace; 
I will speak out in the distress of my mind 
and complain in the bitterness of my soul. 

e, 
thateleep • ·ng, 
thou tto t mfy me dreams 
and~~fril•~~-- v1 10n • 

I would rather be choked outright; 
I would pref er death to all my uffering . 
I am in despair, I would not go on living; 
leave me alone, for my life is but a vapour. 
What i man that thou mak st much of him 
and tume t thy thought toward him, 
only to puni h him morning by morning 
or to te t him every hour of th day? 
Wilt thou not look away from me for an in t l? 
Wilt thou not let me b whil I wallow m p1ttle? 
If I have inned how do I injure thee, 
thou watcher f the bean of m n? 
Why ha t th u made me thy butt, 
and why have I becom thy target? 
Why do t thou n t pardon my off enc 
,and take away my guilt? 
But n w I hall lie d wn in the grave • 

ek me and I hall n t be. 

Th n Bildad the hu gan: 
w·11 y u y thing 

1 of an Id man? 
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r ndh illn t d n m re in hi pll . 
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First cycle of speeches 

You will laugh at violence and starvation 
and have no need to fear wild beasts; 
for you have a covenant with the stones to spare your fields, 
and the weeds have been constrained to leave you at peace. 
You will know that all is well with your household, 
you will look round your home and find nothing amiss; 
you will know, too, that your descendants will be many 
and your offspring like grass, thick upon the earth. 
You will come in sturdy old age to the grave 
as sheave come in due season to the threshing-floor. 

We have inquired into all this, and so it is; 
thi we have heard, and you may know it for the truth. 

Th n Job an wered: 
0 that th ground for my re entment might be weighed, 
and my mi fortune et with them on the scales! 
For they would outweigh the ands of the sea: 
what wonder if my word are wild? a 

lmighty find their mark in me, 
• my pirit; 

w . 
n h has gra 
odder? 

ne h a]t, 
• i llo 
uri h m n t, 
le with in . 

r q 
t for: 

t m 
• and cut me ff! 

ui h I w uld I ap for joy. 6 

t I h uld b pati nt? 
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bin my If? 
ut ut f m r ach. 

th 1n the Almighty· 
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JOB 8, 9 

if you are innocent and upright, 
then indeed will he watch over you 
and see your just intent fulfilled. 
Then, though your beginnings were humble, 
your end will be great. 

Inquire now of older generations 
and consider the experience of their fathers; 

First cycle of speeches 

for we ourselves are of yesterday and are transient; 
our days on earth are a shadow. 
Will not they speak to you and teach you 
and pour out the wisdom of their hearts? 
Can rushes grow where there is no marsh? 
Can reeds flourish without water? 
While they are still in flower and not ready to cut, a 
they wither earlier than b any green plant. 
Such is the fate of all who forget God; 
the godless man's life-thread breaks off; 
his confidence is gossamer, 
and the ground of his trust a spider's web. 
He leans against his house but it docs not stand; 
he clutches at it but it does not hold firm. 
His is the lush growth of a plant in the sun, 
pushing out shoots over the garden; 
but its roots become entangled in a stony patch 
and run again t a bed of rock. 
Then someone uproots it from it place,. 
which' disown it and says, 'I have neve kn wn you.' 
That i how it life withers away, 
and other plant pring up from the eanh. 

Be ure, God will not pum the blamcl man 
nor will h gra p the hand of the wrongd r. 
He will y t fill your mouth with laughter, 
and bout of joy will be on your lip ; 
your n mi hall be wrapped in confu ion, 
and the tent of th wicked hall vani h away. 

9 Then Job an w red : 
2 Ind d thi I know for the truth 

that n man can win hi ca again t God. 
3 If a man ch t argue with him, 

God will not an w r on qu tion in a thou nd. d 

4 H i wi he i p w rful; 
wh t man ha tubbornly r i t d him and urviv d? 

a d . . . cut : or they arc urely cut. b Or ·mer like . . . c Or and. 
d lfa man ... tbouund : or tr God I plea to araue with him man cann t an wcr one 
qu ti n in a tho d . 
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JOB 5 First cycle of speeches 

5 C II if you will; i any to n w r you? 
To which o • ou turn? 
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Fir t cycle of speeche 

h n l'phaz th T manit b an: 
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Second cycle of peeches 

My brother hold alo f from me, 
my friend are utterly estranged from me; 
my kin men and intimate fall away, 
my retainer have forgotten m ; 
my lav -girl treat me a tranger, 
I ha e b come n lien in their eye . 
I ummon my lave, but he do not an wer, 
though I ntreat him a favour. 
My breath i n i m to my wife, 
and I f nk in th n tril of my o n family. 

r childr n d pi m 
nd h n I ri turn th ir bac on me; 

m intimate comp ni n I the me, 
nd th wh m lo hav turn d ain t m . 

b n tic out thr u h my in a 

nd I m und r-rp ith m t th. 
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JOB 42 God's answer and Job's submission 

4 2 Then Job answered the LORD: 

2 
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I that thou ca • 

~~h}ic~~hWIL~h~a~v~e~~~wtood, 
a 

~~~~~~~~~~!•Miil~,a.i:..es. 

re ent m us and s. 

Epilogue 

7 When the LORD had fini hed peaking to Job, he aid to Eliphaz the Teman
ite 'I am angry with you and your two friend , because you have not spoken 
a you ought ab ut me, a my rvant Job ha done. So now take seven bulls 
and v n r m , go to my ervant Job and offer a whole-offering for your-

nd he will interc d £ r ou; I will surely show him favour by not 
b u hav n t pokcn a you ought about me, 

h Temanite and Bildad the Shuhit and 
d carried out th LORD' command, and 

hen he had int reeded for hi friends. 
[0 d d all hi po cs ion . 
II 

J 

er acquaintance came 
and comforted him for 

d hlm • and each of them 

0 

the LORD bl scd th 
had fourteen thousand 

and yok of oxen and 
n ught ; and h named 
n and th thir ren-

t d beau· 

.-~caa . .m .. h 

h 11 



JOB 37, 38 Sp,,ch,s of Blihu 

23 But the Almighty we cannot find; hi power is beyond our ken, 
and his righteousness not low to do ju tice. 

24 Therefore mortal men pay him reverence, 
and all who are wise look to him. 

God's answer and Job's submission 

3 8 Then the LoRD answered Job out of the tempest: 
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up like a man· 
• you shall~. 

Where .~....r I laid the ~oundation ? 
Tell me, if you know and unde tand. 
Who settled it dimen • o ? Surely you ould know. 
Who tretcbed hi m urina-line over it? 
On what do it upportina pillan t? 
Who i comer • lace, 
when the momina topther 
and all the of ed oud? 
Who tcbed over the birth of 
when i t in flood from the 

hen I it in 
anc1 cradled it in foa, 



God's answer and Job's submission 

I will not pass over in silence his limbs, 
his prowess and the grace of his proportions. 
Who has ever undone his outer garment 
or penetrated his doublet of hide? 
Who has ever opened the portals of his face? 
for there is terror in his arching teeth. 
Hi back O i row upon row of shields, 
enclo ed in a wall b of flints; 
one pre o do e on the other 
that air cannot pa s between them, 
each o firmly clamped to its neighbour 
that they hold and cannot spring apart. 
Hi neezing end out sprays of light, 
and hi eye gleam like the shimmer of dawn. 
Firebrand hoot from hi mouth, 
nd park · come treaming out; 

hi no tril p ur forth moke 
like a cauldron n a fire blown to full heat. 
H i r urning coal ablaze, 

fl e rom hi mouth. 
din hi n ck, 

• r • y dance ahead of him. 
i d r 
u e it yield. 

h 
g men c take f • ht, 

tail. 

o effect. 

um d int chaff· 

nd him 

lcdg . 
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Speeches of Elihu 

Under the vault of heaven he lets it roll, 
and his lightning reaches the ends of the earth; 
there follows a sound of roaring 
as he thunders with the voice of majesty. a 
God's voice is marvellous in its working; b 
he does great deeds that pass our knowledge. 
For he says to the snow, 'Fall to earth', 
and to the rainstorms, 'Be fierce.' 
And when his voice is heard, 
the floods of rain pour down unchecked. ' 
He shuts every man fast indoors, d 

and all men whom he has made must stand idle; 
the beasts withdraw into their lairs 
and take refuge in their dens. 
The hurricane bursts from its prison, 
and the rain-winds bring bitter cold; 
at the breath of God the ice-sheet is formed, 
and the wide waters are frozen hard as iron. 
He gives the dense clouds their load of moisture, 
and the clouds spread his mist abroad, 
as they travel round in their courses, 
steered by his guiding hand 
to do his bidding 
all over the habitable world. e 

Listen, b .. t thi§ BTSJ•rnent • 
s • ork . 
Do 
ho 
Do n . "' "- .. • .. &5 verb ad 
a wonderful work of hi con ummate kill, 
sw ating there in your titling clothe , 
when the earth lie ultry under the south wind? 
Can you beat out the vault of the kie , a he doe , 
hard a a mirror of ca t metal? 
Teach u then what to say to him · 
for all i dark, and we cannot marshal our thought . 
Can any man dictate to God when h i / to peak? 
or command him to make proclamation? 
At one moment the light i not ecn, 
it i overca t with cloud and nun • 
then the wind pa by and clca th m away 
and a golden glow c me fr m the north. 

JOB 37 

0 t nott on tJtr t 6. Prob. ,ct,. • H,b. thundcriq. And when ... unchecked : 
. rdg. • om wMds in rh, Jin transpo uJ from v,r 4. d indoo : prob. rdf. • 

H b. ob curt. ' Prob. ,dg. • H,b. adds ( 13) whether he mak him attain the rod 
or hi earth or con tant 1 ve. I Prob. r"6. • Heb. I am. I Prob. r4t. • H,b. adds 
thi rcfi t God terrible in maj 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

II 

12 

14 

IS 

16 

1 7 

19 

20 

21 

22 



God' an wer and Job, ubmi ion 

And can you th n take each to it appointed bound 
and e cort it on it horn ward path? 

oubtl you kno all thi ; for you were born already, 
o Ion i the p n of your life! 

Hav you • • the torehou of th now 
or nth h re h iii tored, 

hich I h y of calamity, 
for war 
By d 
r t v r th arth? 
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JOB 39 God' an wer and Job' 

you know when th mountain-goat are born 
or ttend the wild doe when he i in labour? 
Do y u count th month that they carry their young 
or now the time of their delivery, 
wh n t c o open their womb 
and br o the birth, 
wh thriv in th open fore t, 

h turn? 
t yria range at will 

n • t bia it fre dom?-
m h wild rne 

and it lair in th 
it di • n i city 
n • th h utin • 

ill tur 
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od' w r and Job ubmi ion 
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J B O I God' an wer and Job' ubmi ion 
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