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Chambers Within Cl,ambers 91 

ii rn11ch was certain: for the Jewish mystic there was no 

er. , ,thcr "up there" or "within." His heaven was thoroughly 

I arh hierarchies of angels, levels of worlds, chambers, palaces, 

. and l h.uiots. He did not suffer from a sense of interior emp­

. C\'cr1hclcss, the Ru si's question, "When do we shoot?" had 

n fully answered, and one afternoon I presented it to Adin 

,tion of Mysticism to Life 

I've hccn thinking," he replied, "and sometimes it seems that 

rid i like a wild forest in which man can do little except make 

clc. ring." To attempt such a clearing was Judaism's goal, and 

the ,, ork con isted in applying lucidity of mind to all subjects, 

ubjcct a cloudy as the Kabbala. This offered an opportunity 

r a definition of mysticism, and the next day he brought me a 

~ per on which he had written the following: 

I of Jewish mysticism is the effort (combined with the practice) 

t tlosr: to things, a yearning for identification. This yearning 

r1 all things, small and large, but its special goal is an identifica­

" ,11, the innermost aspect of everything-the dia,ine. Mystu:ism, 

,J t, is the desire to remove the outer coverings of tl,ings whiel, 

t tir inner quality. Only through finding innerness in our life, 

,II s thr. innerness of all things, will this desire for full identipca­

ind of gratification. It is possible, therefore, to perceive 

t wor in mysticism. First, an activity which is mainly 

/Jti that is, the intellectual effort to remo11e the shells of 

,1 . econtl/ , the ctivity by which, after the removal of the outer 

• .,...,. ,n.,J, o e binds oneself to this truth. These two processes make 

r tctwely, the philosophy and practice of mystiasm. 

di rn d th t ere Ii tic in thi definition which would 

nd the unique character of Jewi h my tici m, 

t ch him c i put it, •How to shoot. ' The 

h tion could only come after exposure to pccific 

nd form of pr ion. When I as eel Adin to offer 

re durin our private I n he chOle eumpl almost 

tc er m tcrial h ppcncd to be at band-an old 
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