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--Shaarei fefilah includes an abbreviated version of the "Sayings of the 
~,.; 

Fathers" as did the Union Prayer Book before it. It is suggested that these six chapters 
'--.d '411i ..., ~~ -/'' ~ .._-'-- ~ ,..,. 

be read d111 • g ••I! Sabbath ,trct a Passover and Shavuot. That the text is significant 
" "'~-,. NI( .... ~~:-w• ~ T 

and provides 1220& • g:kl insight into rabbinic values 1••• mitl 11 12 J • 1! D 1 pa it 
"" c.oija ~'";, ·itJ I tJ

0 1\c_ 14.,&Altl't \to, e-. should also be said that 11 y represensboth in ~tsai:.: conception ahd espsciellj l II ·r 

public recitation an affirmation of the central myth of rabbinic Judaism: namely, that 

~.. , ....,~,'9-~ 
The "Wisdorr. of Ben Sirach" is never read nor selections from such rabbinic-gaonic 
~ •.· -' ~A.._S ""'~~,._ ,.. & -ft..- fn.,7tiw&. - ,_ r, ~ '- \ 
an~ologies as-j>erek besbe)om or,erecht.retz labbah. Wa k a abnpl7 ~ake1 5er 

rtt, • IJ ~ C.C.. & M w t, L ~ 1llfW-.,( c, 
~raditional s'Ynagogue custo~li i, ••11111111 ••• .... 111111•llila6&11_..i&I~ movement 

which respects the rabbinic tradition but rejects the notion of a complementary revelation 
6 I I Al • t / f., ~ l,.• ,J ._, 0& ~ ~,. W , ~ 

te-.611.._1111iM&11~--.~aalllilw.aa~iia&J~&.11)11111ftt.,.•.-.•••-m~ ..... -IIMfll Th'9 custom 
~ ~ C ~ ~I 

of rea mg ~rkeiAvot on illie Sabbath between Passover and Shavuot is first mentioned " • ~ ~G~I I 
in ~,~ ... _....._,.. .. ,112111□11110-..w ,, r 

In his mid 9th century 

S4ddurlmram, aon of Sura cites in the name of his collegiate predece11or~ one 
:J A 

Sar Shalom••• J&ct that there cr•a custom in the colleges of Babylon to study (shanah ~ 
1J.c.. 

~ahnaftvot and thelaraita ~yan Torah after the minha service on Sabbath aftl&□sczs. 
• ,:,, l ,. ,. ~ " 

of reading ~u-fng 
N 

LI • I ■ rz1i ■ e a version of the aidduk ha-din. -,-. .. 111•••WIIM• 
0 ., 

t Moses had died at thls 
,L 

preci1e ': and tlMt the prayer of ju1tification ■ recited in memorial of hi• deat;, 
,,,,, ' , • ~ M- T, I" ' -

....li~.-11111•11111---•111•.-m►avot 1:1 "Moses received the Torah on Mt. Sinal" permitted 
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·the ••eon II 2 11 JIL It There is confusion in the gaonic sources by 

the amram who spe • ically permits Talmudic study at this time of the Sabbath and cites 

the study of parkei avot as p of of this permission and that 

Lewin (otzar ha-gaonim, shabbat en ter 316) and in the na 

m cited by B. M. 

of Sar Shalom's counter 

part in the pumpedita school, paltoi gaon, t g of parkei avot is not 

time of the great scholar's death when i as customary to 

various scholars 

The to be whether the reading of pirkei avot is s1 

a ritual act or mis h study. The issue is not clearly resolved. Indeed, the practice 

have been voluntarily rather than mandatory even in the colleges. 

2_-3) mentions the practice of teaching avot and adds "one who takes a vow to 

st,ydv adt I Ute lie 2 !el ktii91h ntfflff Itta 91 I it Hee.• • Briefly then, in the 9th century 

the custom seems not to be wide spread or to be deemed mandatory. The sources do 

not indicate \e cs whether these chapters are read on every Sabbath or at a special 

\J fj "c.lt NO - • le. 
time of the year and all that can be said.,.,..io~Pl.l.llP•n■z1111;•,..1111•--.•-•t•aee linked adtb 

I' l'\C- l fl~~'-0"- "f~ ;,. 
, 1 •· 1 1 f Moses as the prophet who \}5;,;19e the revelation. 
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