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posterity. His life does not end with death for his influence and example are treasured 

by all who moved within his sphere His memory abides as a sweet benediction. 

Our tradtil.tion has recognized the inadequacy of words in such a moment. The 
~ 

familiar prayer of memorial is the Kaddish. Strangely this prayer contains not a 

word of comfort nor any attempt to justify God's way. Indeed, it makes no mention 

of death. It simply affirms our abiding trust in God and accepts the justice of his 

dec'siod as they effect our lives. It is not that we ... tr, i4\t to deny the fact of 

-
death but rather that we recognize that the only answer to death is life, that • t It well 

spent in meaningful pursuit. We need a strong faith when we stand in the presence 

of death. We need faith that we may accept life's imperanence and its limitations 

~ 
and still not lose our awareness of its potential and its opportunity. Face death wisely 

r ~ 

is to face life courageously. ~,ti:trol'i knew a great deal about the faith which one must 

1-.~ 
have in God, in life, in man. His faith gave him the strength of conviction, his 

'-
s ensi ti ve awareness of the needs of others, his con cern with justice and human rights, 

his willingness to sacrifice time and self for those in need, to face squarely the 
"te 

challenge which life presented. He worked tirelessly to meet his responsibilities, 

self indulgen f was entirely foreign to him as was greed. 
\~ f f \W ~ ,i , 

for the I ■■d «3=hi 1lt ass a 1 { i 1 a, ao'1 for ta ■i• _, 

"' , 
He lived for others, He lived 

It 
entarge the I s ritws of ci'\"tti-

....... ..-..~. He ya pef§bhal eOU@ GI bt1iei bj22er. His Wbf& was 1225 b d Jtiie \\'aS 

~ ' ' ~•:aaaz•a11111■1it111lllllllll•1,-9 ■ZSIIS!fllll&fliNZfll@~&~p;,-1t!!liR@PIISflll!lt!Utl&~t,toeinii .. &1'1ii~d~d~@!'l!&ri!l~oo"'l~t~li-l •: •f■fi•z-'t~j y~· e'Jii::al~;::s:j~tf:i~i•i90n' s dete rm ina -

tion was born of faith. From bi e s J • a::, ••th Judaism's ideals were sacred to him. 

W1!!T'e~e 'baric~ awa f his life. He strove to live up to that standard of unselfishness 

and kindness mixed with moral determination and moral courage which was taught by 

our prophets and by our sages. He was a valued and cherished member of The Temple, 

a participant member, a great and good friend. I am sure that his faith encouraged 

him over life's inevitable obstacles and frustrations and I am sure he found peace in 
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these teachings. J 
~ ""'..,. ~ ....-n ~ J ,- t f ~ , l 

As a person, .lfiJ1-)n was a man of quiet charm, agreeable, es•• ■ iti71■ '/ 
;,.. 

always. Many were delighted to call him friend. His friendship was not lightly 

given but highly prized. When you met with him and worked with him you knew 

k • • h h t1 d ,,. o O Th d 1 you were wor 1ng wit an onest, gen e an ■ 1:Aily man. ere was eep ove 

in his makeup, love for mankind, love for his faith, love for his beloved country 
~ 

~ ~ t~J ' -Jtnll.ln.&~~ IF~~,P<Z 
and above all love for his family, ~ aaw.ere111 and £11611 children. Above all, 

JvfiherY___;IIJ a good apd tandH hu sba➔, a devotd& li&li-,mate. He an/;i}I~ Vl"e're 
,._J -y,,· t~ ·~ It,_) le, c.J Al f (. 

able to establish a home patient in teaching in which aM. the basic human values 
~ A 

were exemplified. It would be inappropriate to invade the intm:nacy of these 

memories but surely this can be said to those who were nearest and dearest, 

r,Ll, l 
-)Slk n work~ ag1y for your happiness and he would now have you find the courage 

to tlnm from the darkness to l\& into the light to find again the happiness which 

he sought for th m. 
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Faith is old-fashioned-9e,l in danger of going permanently out of 

fashion. A century ago, men accepted (or the most part. one or another of 

the established religions. Today one-half of the world is officially and 

un-compromisingly atheist, While in the ~estern half, reli~ion is eith r 

~f..,. 

tolerated as a concession to women, child-en and the old_, well-supported 

but ittle subscribed to. Let us be honest about it. With some notable 

►9 r f C. CN 

exceptions, faith ranP,es from CQAl\.ta ___ to conformity and is as much 
,. 

a lovalty response to comrrn.inist ideology as a loving res onse to..tzae tradi

the 

tional theolog_ Given/political and intellectual explosions of our day, 

thls is not surprisin~. ~ass literacy~ is ultimately and irrevocably at war 

w th a 1 crude superstitions. Psychological analysis unnerm·nes shamanistic 

authority. hundance breaks down sacred class taboos. Democracy has no patience 

with authoritarian religious organization. Nor do these ~ross qualities of 

modern life exhaust the challenges <A. facing religion. Subtler, but perhaps 

more devastA~ing -- at 

religious authority by 

UN r, 

-- is the undermining of 

ness 1liC historical and anthropological analysis, the self-conscienceness which 

/t.S 
has entered religi us discip&ine~ POP the• sociology has laid bare its groups 

'7 ~ ~ o I , 

dynamic function and the impatience of the with the 

"1~0.-
pro lon~ed service and rococo rites of another clime and age. We have made 

great strides in the analysis and description of religion but there is an 

,-
and our acceptance of a particular on. Religions are a sociological 

I f\ _. 

necessity of all societies and all claim a r.e··ealed or inspired truth and this 

truth differs from religion to relt~io~ 

-por,~ <.J 
credibility of any inRle....-i ... ~? • 

How can we accept the validity and 

l o 

I 
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revolution. ~ e can alreadv chronicle over se,eral centuries the impact of 

these forces on man's religious belief and the measurements are clear. TtiE

■ 11cn a growing dis-interest, probably also 

' a growing dis-belief precisely among those elements of the population which 

are the most advanced -- the most academically oriented and the most aware of 

the past century, faith has, at-

been ridiculed as superstition, challenged as obscure and aialyzed as neurotic, 

charged with political opportunism and held up as an enemy ef light and of 

progress. • • 

The traged of it all is that there is truth in each of 

se~al charges, seemingly to g f 11 M •18 

has been the tardiness of established 

up-dating themselves. The 

much of Europe, the ~0 s1em 

Church in ~pain, the 

the , the Hasidic Jews of 

g, more medieval than the quarter in 

some of their medieval counterpRrt postulates 

and first principles There . a,e been few 

in g~ing beyond questions of ~ro 

each year fewer ani fewer believers are walking up the aisle 

"Give me that old time religion". 

t 
Why do we moderas find faith so difficult~ 

Instinctively modern man accepts only what he can see or hear or taste 

or measure. Theories which cannot be validated scientifically are treated 

t -~ ~ 
ginserly and at arms length. That we cannot measure 1 ove or dissect itxa■n¥ ,... 
aix&-xsqXJIII~ ~•IIXllt•x has not, of course, kept us from falling in love. 
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Our heart still skips a beat when a beloved flag passes by. we hate, we fear, 

we feel discoura~ed, we know encouragement. ~e know that there are subjective 

experiences whjch cannot be parsed out or measured or seen but few of these 

personal experiences cause us to question our conventional philosophies and as 

a basic postulate men hold firm that that which cannot be analyzed, dissected 

and measured is not to he trusted~ Science todav ~ives the !mprimatur to 

that which we can believe. There is good reason for this. ~cience has proven 
man 

herself ska* as a technique of engineering the more ahundant life. M0 dern ¼xi•¥ 

thanks to science, has the tools and the knowledge to end poverty, to prolong 

life to its ·ust limits, limit population to a manageable number, mitigate 

suffering and free man's time, energy and strength from endless toil to hopeful 

and creative leisure. 

Science has proven itself gloriously. In the modern world faith has not. 

The moral and monotheistic insights of Moses and the prophets were revolutionary 

in their day but as a source of fresh ideas the well of modern theology has run 

surprisingly dry. Indeed the modern religions ha e been their own worst enemies -

obstinate, obscurintist, politically opportunist, fearful of new ideas and change. 

Must of recent church history had best be forgotten and forgiven. We ouP,ht not 
Of 

to be an~ered or annoyed at faith's low estate./ All LI-:o;-disciplines of 

reli~ion, the religious has m~de the smallest prog~. ~~ into most churches 

on a Sunday morning and into many a synagogue on a Saturday and you will hear 

theosophies and evangels and ~esstantc pronouncement that sound like museum 

pieces. ft•pill)I The pulpit is one of the few platforms where men can win 

app~oval for ideals which flaunt science and deny scholarship, and from which 

they can express as wt dom unsupported supposition, outgrown superstition an~ 

~ lJ -
half-dt1ested and under tood quotations. I have heard men preach as if Darwin 

and Freud and Einstein had never li"ed. Religion alone among the basic disciplines 
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has found it difficult to a c<"'ept the modern situation. 
a 

....t;~~-•9""Mi~--•--.illill..,..--llilt~~ere has been/subtle, yet significant 

chan~e xx gf t po• in the cultu~l in which t..e religiorsnow struggle to ..._161i'.t. 

There is toda a predilection to analyze, to evaluate, to criticize scientifically 

all religions -- to study their sociology, their folk-lore, their myths, their 

anthropoligies, th eir ethical pronouncements and to detail their inter-dependence 

each 

s~ciety end emz t:he, ext,ibl~ t.l@ l!liittatl8flf er 1\1 I tA i§ ltgga to 

do with a e see sacred writ as 

the 1 nspi red work of men rather than as the re •ea led word of rc:od I '!',;-IQ hew 

, sptr1 1 1, b ,, eJse w·t 5th with qui bbl in~ and warring 

theologies whose hair-splitting fanaticisms were not, and are not, worth a 

single broken friendship, not to speak of the shedding of a single drop of blood. 

It ~as to do also with our vastlv enlarged ntellectual horizon. ~e ·now more, 

fear less, take less on authority. le demand truths and reasonable arguments 

for that which we are told to helieve ·n. In the modern world so much that once 
past 
JDXK1uulxthis conventional wisdom has been found to be false and mis-leading. All 

authority is now a suspect -- especially an authority whose miracles and myths 

and catechisms often defy common sense, reason and rational acceptance/Given 

these circumstances, religious thinking in the advanced and literate nations is 

ArlO 
polarizing aro, nd two extreme positions -- one, obdurate neo-orthodos1, which 

hi hli~hts paradox and 
AND "l lt~P iT't O~ 

absurdity and denies that reason is a useful instrument 
i if 

1) c\/ 2 LD Pt 
in tka N af spiritual knowledge -- the other, a broa4,aJUl vague ethical 

cultivation which 
~ 

S'7~1P. religion of God presents to men contemporary synthecies 

of our common rmral heritage. Existentialism and ethical culture are the poles 

around which cu~rent theologies are groupin themselves. Neither of'-ers a 

sati~factory defense for religious belief. Man gains nothing by ~lorifying 

un-reason for ultimately faith and reason are elemental in ltfe and lllust ultimately 
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be part of the sin~le truth. The most 6~'4 r-o~ 

&~c.r(u.,Aftl> V 1-41:'V ~ 
most ds 1 t 1 B~per...,tinn~ can he ,ustlfied bv 

A -

, the most dangerous, the 

existentialist lo~ic as 

~f]] cs the most brilliant insights of ancient teachers. On the other hand, 

a compilation of ethical problems, of ethical pnstulates, lacks the capacity 

to move men and to challenge them to greater effort. Beyond this, it lacks 

any acceptance of the reality of God. Religion must be established on other 

terms. 

I 
::,:p. P- U4~ , a "~,. 

concept of revelation is, in my mind, 

a blinder which permits, indeed insists, on such obstlnao,, Where the sci\ntlst \ 

accepts as truth only that which is made known to him by his measurements and 

his research and labels as sensistive theories which go beyond, the religionist 

not only presumes to make ~weeping ~eneYalizations about man and human nature 
I>~ 

and metaphysics, but often presumes to expose and expostulate a truth -- phvstcal, 

" 
psycholog•cal and spiritual in terms which defy or deny the proven experiments 

of the scientist. The basic of this h~~esslies in our theological view of the 

l'!ible. It is held as a truth that God spoke directly to man. The Iii bl.e includes 

this re•ealed word. It is true in all of its parts or as it is authoritatively 

interpreted by some eccltsiastic synod. This logic, or some variety of it,is 

the yoke of the modern believer. ~Aw=~ the Bible and all of its pm-ts cannot be 

defended as true, it is patently not so. The world was not created in six days -

a witch ought not to be burned, if there are witches -- the poor need not always 

be among us -- the inclinations of a man's heart are not evil from his youth --

V~C...l ~ ,o,~._ ~f-F-dlt-

the Bible and Mr. Freud notwithstanding. There is no political theory that we tr\\)-~ 
~ 

''render uhto Ceasar the things that are due Caesar". Science, logic, reason, time 

and again t,r" pbillt IP PP ()fil1nt dispute ancient myths and ancient wisdom. The 

modern religionist excuses and avoids this dilentna by presuming for himself the 
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right of interpretation. Re becomes an ecclectic, thinking and choosing what 

he approves an::i not worrying ahout the philosophic consequences that are in 

the way of most liberal churchmen. Or he may truly believe that reason and 

revelation are but the two sides of the same coin and that when all has been 

finally and properly understood, there will be no conflict. The six davs of ., 

Creation become for him poetry and he is proud that this ancient hymn could 

so adequately describe the progressive stages of man's evolutionary development. 
the 

He underlines Mttk surprising accuracy of the Biblical myth and delights in 

appositeness of its insight. He delights, too, in the science of archaeology 

M 'It IJ o r--
which seems to be confirming se ci of the Biblical narrati~e and he searches 

out text after text to uncover, not only the beauty and blessing of the Rible, 

but its factuality and its historicity. 

Spphisticated Biblical interpretation is both brilliant, suggestive 

and revealing. It is a meaas by which reasonable men, reasoning men and religious 

klttl«· 
men have, in every age, dr~wn the meat and substance of truth from the pages of 

sacred lore. The Pible is one of those endless treasure houses of insight which 

can always be mined with benefit. P.ut the avera~e modern has not the time nor the 

interest to indul~e in such a ho}>J,y. 

the modern man suspects that 

Thi~ is, for l" im, the preacher's work and 
fpo~t> 

such a'j\ interpretation avoids, rather than 

meets the crucial philosophic issue. The devil, aft _r all, can quote scripture 

to his nul"'pose. Why must we hold on to both horns of the dilemma; demanding for 

ourselves the right of interpretation and insisting, at the same time, on the 

sacred holy character of this writ. Are we dealing in reality with a revealed 

text or with a brilliant text-book of life? Would it not be better to say that 

the Hible is an 

/V~ 
'l)ou811 

~ '-~ <..J; ~ 
insptted work of human genius and let it go at that? 

- ~ - .p C.,(d_,a 1h, 

it is said disrespectfully, indeed those who admire the Rible ___. 

most are often those who have been ..... weaned from belief in its thetatic 

authorship. If it is God's word, it must be true ln all of ita parts. It ts not. 

lf it ls man's insight, it need be relevant and rich, which it ls. 



1 cat t ut rGftOIII 1 

lt th ol ld of dlr t rev latlon. 'ftl 1 tt r rt of th tbl 

n vl d -- th of Iara, 

phllo ophy of Job and !eel lat • It l ti , l think, t t • ~,. 

th ■tatlc concept of r 1 ti tlsalx by th ay of an 

a rphtc god, equipped Ith all th la ua kill of a rltts t ach r 

the r, c paclty of rn to a dy le nd p cholo 117 

abl co ept - Ible 111 b l 

ho for lt, for lt tru to any o wt th 

ti to reh out l trappt for lt aut orlt. , 
t l truth, 

' 
If t and told t t Oocl d t 

ht l rd r th th th orld th t tt Id d t uch a • 
Id l that h • d rana • If atch th t t l 

11 c tattc lldt to a 
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a coffee-break or Did idle conversation, an idea intrudes itself which unlocks 

the riddle. As the scientist wrestles with nature,~• Amos and Jeremiah wrestled 

with the meaning of life. They did not completely escape their time but theirs 

was an age of primitive credulity and their inspiration was phrased in its term. 

Yet their teachings are, by and large, more concerned with insight and ethics 

than prophecy an:! prediction. N0 r is it hard to understand how and why they 

attributed the symbols and ideas which exploded into their minds as the word of 

God, rather than as we might ~~evidence of the stil.l un-explalned 

human capacity for inventi~n and creativity. at I am ~ug~esting is that the 

theistic religions of the West can keep up w the times and can continue to 

effect and enli~hten only if they develop theolo~ies understandable to modern 

man; that it is the concept of revelation which is the stumhling-block in modern 

faith and that our faith will he the stronger, not the weaker, for its 

A word on the nature of faith itself. Faith is a total response of the body, mind 

and heart. It is that w~ich can be only dimly appreciated or vaguely reduced to 

logic. Faith demands that we go beyond our limited evidence. Man needs to go 

beyond the sktli few real facts which he has rung from the natural world about 

because we must answer the basic questions as best we can. Man has always 

believe -- man will always believe, but man's capacity and need to believe does 

not justify all belief. I need to believe that which is plausible; that which is 

helpful, that which is suggestive. Why must I believe that which is absur•1 

True, I cannot logically disprove that it's absurdity, but again I can logically 

prove that it has no involvement in my life. It does not grow up out of the nature 

of the world as I see it. It does not coiform to reality. 
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