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Committee of Cheristian a&aJem, Gfergymen and ufagmen
@n @e!’miff of gewis;; -gmmigrat;'on .gn!a .@u!estf}te

#o FiFra AveNug, New Yorg, N. Y,

Dr. HExrY A. ATkinson, Acting Chairman

January 12, 1943

To the Members of the

Committee of Christian Leaders,
Clergymen and Laymen on Behalf of
Jewish Immigration into Palestine:

Dear Friend:

I am enclosing herewith the minutes of the conference
held in New York City on Monday, December 14, together with the
abstracts of the principal topics discusged. You will also note
the votes taken and the decisions reached.

We are eager to go shead with the work in hand as
fast as posaible. It wlill be a great help and of real service
if you would make suggestiocns regarding ways and means for pro-
moting these interests in the nation, and particularly in your
local commnity. Is it possible for you to find the time to
write an article based on these minutes and the original state-
ment, and secure its publication in one or more of your local

pupers?
With all good wishes, and thanking you in advance for

any suggestions you care %o make, I am, in behalf of our common
interesats,

Sincerely yours,
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An all-day meeting of the above committee was held at the Pennsylvania
Hotel, New York City, on December 14, 1%42.

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson was in the Chair.
The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. W. Russell Bowie.
Those present were:

Rabbi Philip S. Bernmstein, Rochester, N. Y.
Dr. W. Russell Bowle, New York City

Dr. John W. Bradbury, New York City

Hev. Robert H. Brennecke, Nazareth, Fa.
Rev. Charles H. Campbell, Flushing, N. Y.
Bishop James Cannon, Jr., Richmond, Va.
Rev. QGeorgs W. Eccles, Flushing, N. Y.

Dr. Edgar J. Fisher, New York City

Rev. H. Paul Cuhse, Forest Hills, N. Y.
Prof. 5. Ralph Earlow, Northampton, Mass.
Rev. Fred Hoskins, Bridgeport, Conn.

Rev. Ladislaus Harsanyl, New York City
Mrs. Edward Jacobs

Mr. Marvin Lowenthal, New York City
Bishop Francis J. McComnell, New York City
Prof. F. A. McEenzle, Huntington, Pa.

Hev. Andrew Magill, Jamaieca, N. Y.

Rev. J. A. MacCallum, Philadslphia

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Wew York City

Prof. Reinhold Miebuhr, MNew York City

Rev. Lealie T. Pennington, Cambridge, Mass.
Fev. Galen Russell, Chappaqua, H. Y.

Dr. C. B. Silcox, Toronto, Canada

Hon. Carl Sherman, New York City

Rev. Harold Paul Sloan, Philadelphia

Dr. Carl H. Voss, Pittsburgh

Bisghop Herbert Welch, New York City

Rev. Wayne W. Womer, Hartford, Conn.

Dr. Howard B. Warren, Erocklyn

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, New York City

A telegram from Frof. W. F. Albright stated that on sccount of sudden
illness he would be unable toc attend the meeting.

Dr. Atkinson opened the meeting by glving a brief summary of the history
of the committee, its formation and the work it had already done, and what 1t
hoped to do in the future. He stated that later in the meeting the question of
selecting & permanent name for the committee and also a program on policy and
procedure would be taken up.
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He then introduced Prof. S. Ralph Earlow, of Smith College, Northampton,
Massachusetts, who spoke on the subject "Is Zionism Fair to the Arabs?™ Copy of
his address is attached.

Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr, of the Union Theological Seminary, New York City,
was next introduced and spoke on the subject "The Jewish State and the Arab
World.® Copy atiached.

Bishop Francls J. McConnell, of New York City, next spoke on "The Jewish
Froblem.®™ Copy attached.

Dr. Atklnson next called the attention of the members to the address by
Prof. William F. Albright, of Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, which was on
the tables before them. In Prof, Albright's absence, Dr. Atkinson read excerpts
from this address. Copy attached.

Dr. Eradbury moved that a subcommittee be appointed on policy and scme
outline of procedure so that the functioning of the committee might be drawn up.
This was seconded by Prof. Niebuhr and so VOTED. The Chalir appointed the fol-
lowing committee to draw up such a report:

Dr. Bradbury, Chairman
Rev. Leslie T. Pennington
Dr. Carl H. Voss

The question was brought up of the apparent disagreement among the Jews
about Zionism and the forming just recently of the Amerlican Council for Judaism,
an organization that will seek to identify and define the Jew as a member of a
religious community &nd nothing else. In reply to this, Habbi Bernsteln stated
that some 90 Rabbis favored this stend, but that nearly 800 Rabbis have ex-
pressed themselvez in favor of the political implications of Palestine as a
homeland for the Jews.

The meeting edjourned for luncheon at 12:40 p.m., and during the luncheon
listened to addresses by Mrs. Walter C. Lowdermilk, of Washington, and Rabbi
Stephen 5. Wise.

Special luncheon guests were:

Mra. Henry A. Atkinson
Dr. Arthur J. Brown
Miss Margaret E. Forsyth
Mr. B, H. Levy

Miss Dorothy McConnell
Mrs. Edgerton Parsons
Mrs. Carl Sherman

Mra. Fred B, Smith

Dr. Guy Emery Shipler
Mrs. Harrison Thomas

The ccmmittee convened again at 2:45 p.m. end while walting the return
of Dr. Bradbury to give the report of the subcommittee on policy and procedure
the guestion was discussed of the work this committee might do that would be
different from that done by the American Palestine Committee, since many of the
members of this commitiee are alsc on the American Palestine Committiee.
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Mr. Neumann explained the work of the American Falestine Committee, which is
compoged of a group primarily interested in keeping before the public the
question of Zionism, particularly the political phases of the question.

Prof. Nisbuhr explained that the committee here today represents a very small
minority of Christian clergymen and laymen who believe that the Jewlsh problem
requires two rather than one solution. In addition to solving the problem

by maintaining democratic rights in the democracies, this group believes that a
homeland for the Jews 1s a part of the soluticn. He felt that i1t should be &
clerical group primarily for bringing this viewpoint to the clerical leaders of
the Christian Church.

After lengthy discussion, it was agreed that this committee could do
certain specific work more effectively than the American Falestine Committee.
It was also finally decided that the committee, while being an autonomous com-
mittes, should work in cooperation with the American Palestine Committee. It
was VOTED that the name of the committee be Christian Council on Palastine

an _auntonom committes worklry eoopaeration wit ha American Pales

Comnittes).

The question of finances was discussed at length. It was the consensus
of opinion that raising money would be & difficult tesk under present circum-
stances now, but all agreed that funds c¢ould be raised sufficient to carry om
the work of the committee, and 1t was VOTED to leave ways and means to the

Executive Committes,

Dr. Bradbury at this point presented the report of the subcommittee on
policy and procedure. Its adoption was moved, ssconded and so VOTED to bring
it before the committee. After discussion, certain amendments and changes
were made and it was VOTED that the report be adopted as amended. It reads

as follows:
POLICY

I - The Christian Council on Palestine is committed to the
establishment of & Jewish commonwealth in Palestins in
relation to an over-all settlemsnt in the post-war era.

II - The Christian Council on Palestine commlts itself to
press for the esteblishment of & Jewlsh commonwealth in
Palestine within such a framework.

1) In disseminating information and arousing concern.

2) In winning organizations of helpful constitutiomns
to the support of our objectives.

3) In presentations of views and convictions to re-
liglous, social, political and diplomatic agencies
regarded as helpful to our cbjectives.

I1I - In view of the new wave of savagery against all Jews in Europe
instituted by Hitler, and its cruel repercussions, we urge as
an immediate policy the admission now of Jewish exiles into
other countries, including the United States, as well ss Fales-
tine. We urge this as en expression of the historic attitude
of humanity among &ll nations toward suffering and homeless exiles.
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FROCEDURE
I - A workable organization.

1) Name: Christian Council on Palestine (an autoncmous
committee working in cooperation with the American
Palestine Committee).

2) Organization: Chairmen, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Vice
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Executive Committee,
Advisory and Ceneral Committee.

3) Membership: Responsible and representative people in
sympathy with our cbjectives.

4) How financed: Popular subscription and in cooperation
with the American Palestine Committee.

B) ste o b il gubiec imcugsed:

a) Use avallable literature

b) Appoint commissions for the study of different
aspects of the problem

¢) Each comnittee member to be & promoter

d) Meetings, lectures, writings and organizational

cooperation

The question of the election of officers was next taken up and the
Chairman appointed the following committee to consider and nominate officers:

Bishop Cannon
Prof. Harlow
Dr. Warren

These withdrew and shortly thereafter reported the following nominations for
officers:

CERETERN o oanmanhnmnennans Henry A. Atkinson
Vice Chairman .........cc0u0n Howard B. Warren
Honorary Vice Chairman ...... John W. Bradbury
Seoretary .....o0n. sasseaaE Left open

Treasurer ...... e R Reinhold Niebuhr

It was VOTED that these nominations be accepted. It was agreed that the officers
80 elected be authorized to set up an Executive Committee and that they with the
Executive Committee will draft a constitution and by-laws for the Council, and
when these are adopted permanent officers will be elected. Up te that time the
officers elected at this session are considered to be acting in a provisional
capacity. It was alsc VOTED that Emily Hutchinson be elected as Recording Sec-

retary.

The questions of lssuing a statement to the newspapers and of sending
a delegation to the State Depertment in Weshington were discussed and it was
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VOTED that these be left to the discretion of the Executive Committes when
it is formed.

In concluding the meetling Dr. Atkinson summed up the discussion and
the agreements reached. He said that, properly speaking, there is no Jewish
problem. It is almost exclusively a Christian problem, for it ia only in
so-called Christian states that anti-Semitism manifests itself; therefore,
the churches of America and the rest of the world must take the lead in
attempting to meet the present serious situstion which faces the Jewish com-
munities of Europe.

The revelations that have been made recently of the bestial cruelty
practised upon the Jews by order of Hitler and his followers make more clear
than anything else the horror and real meaning of Nazil rule. Here we see the
deliberate attempt to extermirate all the Jews in Europe. It is conservative-
ly estimated that 2,000,000 have already been put to death. Jews are con-
demmed without trial and killed without mercy. Millions of Jews have been
sent out of their homes and out of the countries of which they heve been
citizsens. They wander in Burope without papers and consequently without the
privilege of remaining in any one spot; nor can they pass any frontier because,
being stateless, they have no way of securing the permission necessary to enter

any country in Europe.

Hitler has used anti-Semitism as & motive and the individual Jew as the
spearhead of his thrust against the liberties of all free men everywhere.
Under his brutal leadership anti-Semitism has flared up in almost every land.
Therefore, the churches and church people of America should now demand that
these slaughters be stopped and stopped immediately, that arrangements be made
for the punishment of those who are directly responsible for those who have
carried out these harsh decrees. Further, that a committee be sppointed by
the United Natlons and authorized to take depositions now and catalogue the
losses sustained by the Jews who were expelled from Germany and the othsr
countries under Hitler's domination; that these losses be computed as accurately
as possible and the total sum laid before the peace conference when it is held
and made one of the first items in the cost of reparations and the rehabili-
tation of Burope; that the United States and Great Eritain prepare now to lay
before the United Nations some plan whereby the Jews will be allowed to return
to their homes in the countries from which they have been evicted; and further,
that these two nations agree as soon as possible and proclaim to the world
that Palestine is open as a homeland for the stateless Jews so that the Jews
will have a place to which they may go now, and after the war a homeland where
each Jew may elect to go providing the conditions in his former home are not
auch that he could establish his home and reorganize his life.

To sum it up, Hitler has made the attack on the Jew the basis of his
campaign. In recomstituting the world and buildiag a strong and abiding peace,
the United Nations should use the rescue of the Jewish victims of Hitler's
hate as the basls of thesir approach for righting a great wrong and in righting
that wrong open the war for the establishment of freedom from fear and freesdom
from want for all the people in all lands,



IS ZIONISM FAIR TO THE ARAES?

S. Ralph Harlow

Is i1t trus that the fulfillment of the aspirations of the Zionists will
meen the encroachment on the just rights of the Arabs, and involve injustice to
large numbers of members of that group?

Few problems in which the national and emotlional ambitions of a race or
elass come into conflict with the hopes and fears of ancther group can be settled
on the basis of absolute justice to all concerned. In whatever settlement ias
mede in Palestine, British, Arabs and Jews will never be wholly satisfied, if
one of the groups is favored above the others.

Britain has oil pipe lines, air fields, lines of communication; and the
Suez Canal and Mesopotamia oil fields involved in this struggle for control of
Palestine. At present Britain is in the saddle, even though she has pledged her
word in the Balfour Agreemsnt to give to the Jews a homeland in Palestine.

The Arabs predominate in numbers and have the argument that for centuries
they have lived on the soil.

The Jews have the claim that the promise made to the leaders in the Zion-
ist Movemwent constitutes a solemn pledge on the part of Great Britain to open
Palestine and make it a truly Jewish homeland. They have the clamoring needs of
tens of thousands of homeless Jews, who will perish and leave no heritage to
humanity of their culture apd their faith if this one land is not made available
to them and to their kinsmen.

Three extensive visits to Palestine have thoroughly convinced me that the
awarding of Falestine to the Zionists would be by far the better way out of this
problem, the way that involvea leas of injustice, more of happiness, and ultimate-
ly greater peace and security to the entire Near East and to the problem of Israel
throughout the world, than any other soluticm.

I have visited the Arab countries around Palestine. They are crying for
larger populations. There is land and to spare for all the Arabs in the entire
world right there in Saudi Arabia, Irag and the other Arab states. But the Jews
have no other homeland, no place of refuge from hatred, persecution and death.
If there is any justice in humanity it cries cut on behalf of Israel's howmeless
children.

But the facts in Palestine, since the Jewish colonists began the recon-
struction and 1ifting of that land from poverty, disease, degradation and filth
to well-being, health, enlightenment and cleanliness, offer us much to ponder
over in regard to the Arabs, In no part of the Near East have the Arabs fared
80 well as in Palestine since the Jewish immigration began. Their wages ere the
highest Arabs receive in the Near East, and, as many of them are now adopting
Jewish methods of cultivating the land, their ecconcmic standard of living has
gone steadily up. The infant mortality rate among their children has fallen as
in none of the surrounding Arab countries and their educational opportunities
have increased as in no other countries.



This prosperity, which I observed throughout Arab groups in Palestine,
atands out in marked contrast to the conditions I found among the Arabs in the
Trans-Jordan and in Arabia itself. And this higher standard of living was mosat
in evidence in the immediate neighborhood of Jewish settlements, because the
Jewish commnities offered greater opportunities for work at higher wages and
better markets for Arab products.

The Jewish colonists took over areas of land that had been sparsely
settled, often because of the sandy and rocky condition of the scil, or because
they were infested with malaria. Through the most heroic efforts they drained
the swampa, built up the rocky hillsides with good earth and have turned the
desert into a garden spot. All of the land they took they paid for, paid for
it far more than it was werth, and paid the Arab owners who were glad to sell.

If we say that the 800,000 Arabs have a right to determine what shall
happen to Palestine; what of the fifteen million Jews of the world, who may be
less than twelve million by now in the light of the mass murders taking place
in Central Europe.

In Palestine the Jews have created productive work on which hundreds of
Arabs have been employed. All one needs to do is to study the rapidly incressed
Arab investments in Palestine to note that the arrival of the Jews has been a
good thing for these Arab owners of vineyard and farm. For example, within the
first thirteen ysars after the Jewlsh colonists poured into the land, the number
of dunams owned by Arabs in orange groves rose from 20,000 to 130,000. This
represents a capital investment of at least $30,000,000 to $40,000,000.

Owing to the flourdishing state of public finances, which is the direct
result of Jewish immigration, the Government of Paleatine was able, just before
the war, to make wholesale tax reductions to the Arab peasants. Agricultural
taxes which in 1922 formed 15.8¢ of the couniry's revemue, had fallen when I
was there in 1938 to 2.054 of the revenue, an enormous saving to the Arab worker
in the flelds. Everywhere I saw Arab industries flourishing where a few years
before they were practically non-existent.

The coming of the Jew to Palestine has been a boon to the Arab and the
removal from the land of the Zionist colonists would bring the Arab down into
poverty, disease and degradation from which Zion has 1lifted him. And in the
process the world's great sore is being healed, the old o0ld wound of the Jew
in exile and without a home.



THE JEWISH STATE AND THE ARAB WORLD

Reinhold Niebuhr

It is quite apparent that the formation of a Jewish state in Palestine
can not be achieved by the simple consent of the Arab world. No solution
acceptable to the Arabs will give such a state any real integrity. An Arab-
Jewish federation in Paleatine would certainly not solve the problem. It would
merely perpstuate animositiea intoc the indefinite future.

Those who believe in the justice of the Jewish claims to Palestine are
persuaded primarily by the desperate necessity of the Jews for a homeland and
the comparative justice of their claim to Pelestine in terms of ancient and
historic considerations. With these clalms the actual present possession of the
disputed territory by the Arabs is in confliet. It is not pretended that there
can be a simply "just" solution of such a conflict, when competing claims move
on such various levels.

It is, however, possible in such a circumstance to satisfy the Jewish
claims essentially under the compulsion of their great need; and to seek com-
pensation for the Arebs by a total settlement of near-eastern situation. The
Lrabs will not have made any substantial contributiocn to the defeat of the Axis
1f end when it occurs. It would however be a wlse statesmanship to allow the
Arab world to be federated and to give it this higher unity in compensation for
its loss of rights in Palestine. Such a quid pro quo would have to involve a
genuine disavowal of sovereignty over a sufficient part of Palestine to permit
a Jewish state to be established which would have territorial integrity, politi-
cal independence within the framework of a commonwealth of nations, and the
means of economic survival. It would also demand a genuine improvement of the
Arab seituation in terms of a greater unity and independence of that world. The
settlement would require some rigerous self-abnegation upon the part of the
great powers. They will heve to cease the policy of establishing particular
zones of influence in this or that Arsb state and develcp a lerger policy of
mtual security.

Recent developments in North Afrieca have made a larger solution more
possible and feasible than ever before. The ascendancy of American power in
this sphere of influence makes it possible to limit French claims which would
have been in conflict with such a solution. Though American policy has pledged
itself to the restoration of French power in North Africe it would be ridiculous
to do no more than to establish the status guo ante and not insist on the
abridgement of imperiel rights wherever they come in conflict with the necessity
of an over-all settlement of the vexing Jewlsh-Arab and the Jewlsh-world problem.
The power of Americe in the present situation has the added advantage, that 1t
is not embarrassed, as British power is, with the problem of the relation of the
Areb to the whole Moslem world. This emberrassment for Eritein hes undoubtedly
made the solution of Palestinian problem more difficult than some of Britain's
critics have been willing to admit.

There is, howsver, no reason why America should mold its policy accord-
ing to such embarrassments or according to French imperial claims, which have no
reality in power or in justice, Americen arms have brought us into a dominant
pogition in thet very portion of the werld where this issue must be solved. It
would be ridiculous to use our power merely to underwrite the pesst when we have
a chance to underwrite the future; and to help in granting justice to a people
who have been the first, and the most cruelly used, of Hitler's victims.



THE JEWISH PROBLEM

Francis J. McConnell

The tragedy which has befallen the Jews of Central Europe constitutes a
challenge of the first magnitude to the Christian consclence. For centuries the
Jews in Central and Eastern Europe have been the victims of religious bigotry and
social intolerance. Even in the last days of liberalism, thelr lives were never
altogether free from the shadow of oppression. In recent years and in consequence
of Nazi aggression, their position has become intolerable. Eetween five and six
million Jews are now being subjected to & deliberate program of extermination.
They have been torn from their homes, confined to ghettos, and in almost every
conceivable way have been made the object of a ruthless cruelty.

Envisaging with confidence the triumph of the democratic forces in the
present world struggle, we as Christian clergymen are convinced that when the war
is over, the Jews of Burope ought to have unrestrieted right of return to their
native lands, of restoration to the property which has been taken from them, of
equelity of opportunity with other citizens, and of full civic and cultural free-
dom. To this end we pledge our utmost effort.

lHevertheless, we recognize that the solution of the problem of the Jews of
Central Europe cannot completely be achieved by such devices alone. The anti-
Semitism which has been their lot is a consequence of deep-seated historic forces.
Among these forces are a cultural tradition of anti-Semitism, economic obstructlons
inherent in European life, and the availability of the Jewish group at all times as
a scapegoat for mass passion by exploiting which demagogues may climb to power.

Hopeful as we are of the future of Europe in general, we cannot close our
eyes to the fact that the forces which have created European anti-Semitism may
continue to be operative, that indeed they may even gain in strength and inten-
Blty in conseguence of long years of Nagzi indoctrination and in the weke of the
vast social dislocations which will beset all of Eurcope when hostilities cease.

For that reason we &re convinced that statesmanship and idealism slike reguire that
possibilities of emigration from the old world be made avallable to Europsan Jews.
Such emigration ought be neither total nor coerced. But great numbers of Jews
will, we are certain, desire to find & new site for thelr lives efter the war and
are entitled, we believe, to that privilege.

Palestine is of all lands the most clearly indicated for Jewish immigration.
Without then any rejection of supplementary centers of Jewish colonization aside
from Palestine, it is to Palestine as a haven of Jewish refuge that we must give
our first attention. In this conclusion we are confirmed by the successful
achievement of large-scale Jewish colonizatiorn in that land during the past
quarter of a ceantury.

The need for free Jewish migration to Palestine derives, however, only in
part from the social difficulties which beset European Jewry. It derives also from
our solicitude for the Jewlsh tradition as a living influence in human affairs.

The Jewish heritage which is in core & religion contains also rich cultural



elements of large significance. That aspect of Judalsm requires that somewhere in
the world there shall be & land in which the Jewlsh civilization is the primary
civilization of a body of Jews. Only such a spiritual center can be the scene of a
great revival of Jewish values. The record of Palestine in the last quarter of a
century has confirmed this judgment. Within twenty-five years the whole sweep of
the Hebraic tradition has come to renewed life in the ancient land of the Jewish
people. Jewry in other parts of the world has responded to the stimulation which
has emerged from Zion. The spiritual resources of mankind as a whole have been
enriched thereby. >

We subscribe then to a program which calls for the continuance of Jewish
immigration into Palestine. We see such a program as & contribution to the soclal
problem of European Jewry, as an answer to the cultural needs of Jews throughout
the world, and as an approach which converts the Jewlsh problem from a problem into
a creative and statesmanlike achievement.



PALESTINE AS A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR IN THE SOLUTION OF THE
JEWISH PROBLEM

William F. Albright

At least thirty-five centuries have passed since the ancestors of Israel
first settled in Palestine. Since that time Israel has passed through many and
strange vicissitudes. Again and again it has been nearly wiped out; it has been
exiled in Egypt, in Mesopotamia; it has wandered in ever widening circles as its
gons have found refuge from persecution in more and more distant lands. Yet most
of the Israelite people have tenacicusly adhered to the law of Moses for more
than three thousand years. The mighty power of their faith is demonsirated by
the fect that Judaism has survived through the most appalling catastrophes, and
that it has successively given birth to Christianity and Islam without being en-
feebled by its travall. In our own day the Jews stand in the vanguard of Western
civilization, which owes many of its greatest recent triumphs to them.

Through all these centuries the land of Palestine has besn in the fore-
ground of Jewish emotion and aspiration. But religious Jewry resigned itself,
many centuries ago, to awalting direct action from Heaven, as a result of which
the re-establishment of Zion, foretold by the propheta, was confidently expected.
During the crisis of westernmization through which Eurcpean Jewry passed in the
nineteenth century, a new, dynamic faith in the restoration of Zion was borm,
shared by both religious and ncn-religious Jews in constantly increasing numbers.
This movement, crystallized arocund the magnetic person of Theordor Herzl, we
¥now &8 "Zionism."™

In 1917, the Alliea, including Great Britain, France, and the United States
recognized the validity of the aneclent Jewish title to Palestine, as announced
in the famous Balfour Declaration. However, it was also recognized that there
was an Arab majority in the country, and that there were meny Christian and
Moslem holy sites there; to protect these rights and interests the Balfour
Declaration designated Palestine as a "natlonal home for the Jewish people.”
Owing to circumstances into which we need not enter here in detail, clashing
national and religious interests have made it peculiarly difficult for Creat
BEritain to carry out the terms of the Balfour Declaration, which can be inter-
preted in many ways, since the term "national home"™ is ambiguous and without
precedent in international law. On the whole it must be said that the mandatory
power has loyally carried ocut its understanding of the Balfour Declaration, and
haz Instituted & policy intermediate between Jewish and Arab claims. Until the
climax of the great Nazi persecution of the Jews in 1938, it is probable that
the restriction of immigration was more beneficial than harmful to Zionism, since
it prevented the establishment of a helpless Jewish proletariat and led to
gzlection of cnly the best immigrants. This made it possible for the Jewish
community in Palestine to develop along wholescme agricultural, industrial and
cultural lines. Now the foundaticn has been solidly laid: there are some 600,000
Jews in Paleatine, living in several hundred settlements, nearly all of them
agricultural. On the one hand there is a remarkably well organized agricultural
basis for Jewish economic life; onm the other there are the great Dsad Sea chemi-
cal works and the hydro-electric plants in the Jordan Valley. Economic life has
been developed by German Jewish capital and technical skill, whipped up by the
lash of the war, until Palestine is today the most rapidly evolving economic
organism in the world.



e —

No less significant for the future of Palestine, and far more important
for the future of the Jewish people, Palestine has become the center of an un-
paralleled intellectual and aesthetic revival, centering in the rebirth of Hebrew
language and literature. Since this revival is based on an extremely progressive
system of free public education and has two foci, one the great Hebrew University
in Jerusalem, the other an extra-academic artistic and literary movement in Tel-
Aviv and other cities, it 1s inherently sound. What such tremendous unfolding of
the human spirit, in the center of a vast region which has been relatively stag-
nant for many centuries, means for msnkind ss & whole can already be dimly fore-
seen. I have no hesitation in saying that the new Restoratiom of Zion is destined
to exert an effect on world history scarcely leas significant than the first

Restoration.



February 12, 1943

Following a statement released by Dr. Stephen 5. Wise, as Chairmen of
the American Emergency Committee for Ziocanlst Affairs, amnouncing the z1erigaz-
tion of Mr. Emanuel Neumann from his position witn the Committee snd paying
tribute to his services, Mr. Neumann made a statesent st a luncheon al %he
Hotel Commodore, on Thursday, February 11lth, attenled by editors end repre-
sentatives of the Yiddish press. Thetext of the statement follows?

"During the past two years I had the honor of serving the Zionist meve-
ment on the American scene as Director of Public Relations and Political
Action and, for a time, as its political representative in Washiagten., I
feel I owe it not only to you but to my Zionist friends throughout the count ey
to say that my resignation, as of January let, was not an impulsive act but
the result of maturd dellberation. ’Har resignation was firet tondered in
the spring of last year but I was persuaded, sgainst my own judgment, to
pdstpone it. However, conditions in the Amerlcan Emergency Committee for
Zionist Affairs n!_&da it increasingly difficult and finally impossidle for me
to go on. Among these conditions w-:r:: recurrent fectional and persunalm\\
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differences possibly Imhersnt In the structure of the Committee; vacillation

in policy and in action; absence of centralized administrative direction; fail-
ure to adopt a definite and comprehensive program of activitlea; and budgets
wholly incommensurate with the immensity of the task. I had repeatedly warned

egainat this dangerous state of aﬂairs in the llght of the heavy raapuna*‘*i’it‘*
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__resting on American Zionism. [I pleaded for a more dynamic policy, bolder com-

ceptions and larger btudgets; but the response was slow and painfully inadegquate.
"Three months ago I informed the responsible officers that my resigmation

would take effect at the end of December 1942. 4s a member of the Emergeacy

Committee representing the Z.0.A., I ghall participate in its work as a volun-

teer but without administrative rosponaibility. I earnestly trust that the
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conditions to which I am drawing attention will be corrected without d-iar,
making it possible for my successor to be effeciive.

"My thanks apo due to Dr. Stophen S. Wise for his kind words and 15
Dr. Chaim Welzmann for his encouragenent and the confidence he has reposel In
me. Here I wish to express, particulsrly, ny deep appreciation %o the unfsil-
ing cooperation of the Jewlsh Press during those two critical years. It hes
lived up ta the best traditions of responsitle Journzlism. On no oceasion
was cooperation withheld. Not once was & promise broken or & confidence be-
trayed.

"During this period, considerable progrees was made in winning American
support for Jewish aspirations with regard to Palestine. The Amecrican Palestine
Committee, headed by Senakor Wagner, was established and developed into an
important political force. Another group, embracing hundreds of prominent
Christian Clergymen, was organiged under the name of Christian Council on Fales-
tine. A vigorous campalgn of education was carrled on in the Americen press,
in periodicals, on the air, and through a wido distribution of pamphlet material
High officials of the American Government, forelgn embassies and legatione and
leaders of public opinion, were repeatedly visited. Politicel allles were
sought and prominent American intellectuals won over. Fron tine to time, impor-
tant steps helpful to our cause were taken by our non-Jewish friends either at
our request or on their own initiative. It cannot be doubted that the general
political atmosphere in this country has become nore receptive to Zionist idess
as a result of these efforta.

"Without belittling the work which has been done, including my own modest
contribution, I must warn against underestimating the difficulties and the
gerlousness of the position. There iz no ground for undue optimism regarding
our political situation. With respect to the present British Administration in

Jerusalem, it is hopeless; in London it is bad; in Washington, it is unsatis-
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factory. Our own Government has been taking a greater interest in the Near Tast
than ever before, but that in itself does not necessarily imply a pro-Zicnias
policy. Through the occupation of Harth.hfrica; Apmerica has becomo —- at lerst
for the time being -= '8 great Moslen power. This memns that the policy-mekers
in our Government are growlng more sensitive to Moslem susceptibilitics and Arnb
opinion. There is a great pro-Arab propaganda which ie being carried on pereist-
ently and with considerable skill. It is not only pro-Arab but definitely anti-
Zionist in character and is receiving both guidance end support in certain in-
fluential quarters.

WAt the same time, conslderation of post-wnr problens has now passed the
stage of academic discussion and 1s procceding concretely and practically in our
Governmnent departments, and other chancellories. It is probably much later than
we think, No amount of gkillful negotiation and porsumgiveness on the part of
our political leaders at the "front line" can avail unless it is supported by en
effective and sustained activity "behind the lines". This 18 no time for relaxa-
tion of our politi cal efforts. We have done perhaps ten percent of what needes to
ba done. Matters are approaching a stage where every day counts. Opportunities
now missed may be irretrievable. dlso, I may add, this is no time for compromise.
If weakness and defeatism should creep into our own Jewish raniks, how can we ex-
pect to win the battle? There is nothing on which we can compromise. The
Biltmore program is not a maximal program but the ninimum: Jewish control of im-
migration and colonlzation, mess resettlement of Buropean Jews, a Jewish majority
and a fres Jewish Commonwealth,

"My experience in Washington during the past two years leads me to the
conviction that if we are clear regarding our aims, and hold our btenner high, and

nobilize our full strength and resources, there is at least a fair chance that we

shall succeed.!
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Mr. Henry Montor

United Palestine Appeal
41 Ezat 42nd St.

New York, N.Y.

If and when the situation changes — and I
an not hopeful that there will be zny change — you
may wish to reconsider the matter.

ith all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,



e et

Motel St-Regis
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New York,
3 February 19, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple, Cleveland, O.

I have been approached by Dr. Wise, Mr., Hermsn
Shulman and others with a reguest that I write to ask veu to
release lontor from the service of the U.FP.A., at least tem-

porarily, in order to put the Public Helations Department of
the Emergency Committee in some sort of order.

I never 1like to interfere in matters of this kind
nor have 1 the right to express judgment about the relative val-
ue of one job or another. Nevertheless, in the light of all
the discussions we have had during the past months, I feel that
something is urcently needed to put that house in order. At
the same time I feel that to ask you to give up Montor's serv-
ices in the U.P.A, and the U,J.A., 1involves a considerable
gsacrifice. From-all I know lontor is a very 2ble man and pos-
sibly the only person iwhe cﬂuld arganlze the activities of the
Energency Committee in & menner that would produce the necessary
results. I do not_ think the tpanafer of Wontor from his pres-
ent position to the ,Emergency Comml ttee ghould be permanent. I
think he should be losned to tha Emergeficy Committee for a cert-
ain time to put his)plans into oreration, crganize an effective
staff and then he wight ‘very well return to his duties in the
U.P.A. and U.J.A. Even during this time, I should imagine, he
could keep in close touch with the work of the U.F.A., as I am
sure lontor 1s prepared to do.

If I d4ld not deem the matter so essential and if
able people were not so scarce, I mssure you I would not urge
this upon you. I hope you will forglve me for interfering in
matters in which, 1 suppose, I should not interfere.

With kindest personal regsrds I am




February 25, 1945

Dr. Chaim Weiszmann

Hotel St. Regis
l“ Im' H'I‘

My dear Dr, Welizmanni

dr. lontor had spoken to me about the suggestion that the
UPA release him to the Public Relations Depurtment of the Zionist
Emergency Committee. He asked my advice und I answered negatively.

There are two considerations which make me feel that the
suggestion 1s not « good one., The UJA is faging very seriocus problems
this yeuar in view of the radicully new situution which the organiz.tioen
of the Nationul War Fund has created. The relationships botween the
UJA and this Nitional War Fund have not yet been defined; nor has any
fixed polley &8 regards Jenish Wellure Fumds and Community Chests
been established. There hus also been & crossing of purposes as
between the UJA and the Council of Jewish Pederutions and Welfare
Funds. The interest of itie UJA may be sucrificed in 1943 to the desire
of many communities to rush into War Chesta. The situstion calls for
strong and experienced hands in the administration of the affairs
of the WA, and Hontor 18 & most valuable man there., I inow of
no one whom I can substitute for him at the UJA even if I could find
somsone to substituts for him at the UPA.

iy second consideraiion is this: I doubt whether he would
last long with the Public Relations Department of the Emergency
Coumittee as the Emergency Committee is at present constituted., I
know lir. Montor's tempprament, and I am persuaded that 1t would pot
be long before he would throw up the job. Ko smployee could "put the
house in order® to use your phrase., It calls for a constitutional
regconstruction before any designated official can funotion with any
degree of success, However, if you and Dr, Wise still feel, in spite
of the above considerations, that Montor should be released, I shall
present the matter for the consideration of the 4dministrative
Committee of the UPA.

I trust that you and Mrs. Welsmann are well. I recd that

Mr. Shertok has arrived in the country and I hope thet I shall have the
opportunity of seeing him before long. With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,

AlS:BE




Edanuel Neumann
749 West End Ave,
New York City

PERSONAL February 24, 1943

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Clevelami, Ohio

Dear Abbai
Thanks for your kind note.

I will be delighted of course to see you when you
come to New York agein. Try to let me know in advance.

I am enclosing the complete text of the statement
which I issued gbout my resignation, I am convinced that
the situation in the Emergency Committee with ite present
constitution, composition and set-up is absolutely hopeless.
No amount of tinkering and palliatives will remedy it., They
will only serve to cover up for a short time fundamental weak-
nesgses and inadequaclies. The sooner that is realized by the
Zionist leadership and the rank and file, the better.

Fan and I reciprocate your good wishes,

With cordial greetings, as ever

B AR
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UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL

41 East 42nd Street RELEASE ON RECEIPT
New York City

#

TO HAIL WAR EFFORT OF PALESTINE JEWRY AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE

American Jewish Leaders to Meet at Philadelphis, April 17-18, to Mobilize Further
Support of Leading United Nations Ally in Middle East; Preparations for
FPost-War Solution of Jewish Homeleesness to be Speeded

Under the theme "United for Vietory", American Jewish leaders will gather at
Philadelphia on April 17th and 18th for a war-time National Conference on Palestine
to mobilize further support for the Jewish community of Palestine, described as
making "the most unreserved and satisfactory contribution to the United Nations war
effort in the Middle Esst," in an announcement issued by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, of
American Jewry to finance the defense and upbuilding of the Jewish National Home
in Palestine,

"Americans, whose financial and moral support has been & basic factor in the
remarkable growth of Palestine in the last generation, have & new link with the
Jews of Palestine today. MNot only have they accomplished a great mobilization of
manpower and industrial and agricultural rescurces to speed victory, but many thou-
sands of our own American sons and daughters in the armed forces are now on the
soll of Palestine benefitting from the hospitality and the physicel resources of
that great Jewish community. For that reason this war-time National Conference for
Palestine ls especlally appropriste at this time, because 1t will give us an oppor-
tunity to reassure our Palestinian Jewish allies that we appreciate their contribu-
tion to wictory and that we are pledged to help them attain the full realization of
the Jewish National Home, which must be one of the great war alms of the United
Hations," Dr. Silver eald in hils announcement of the conference.

Dr. Silver polnted out that 100,000 Jewish workers in Fepleatine are directly
engaeged in war activities, many of them especlally for the United States Army. In

addition, some 30,000 Palestine Jews and Jewesees have volunteered for the British
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ATny and more are constantly enrolling. The military output of Jewlsh Palestine is
conetantly rising, producing many of the goods, articles and food products needed by
the United States and United Netions forces.

In the course of his announcement, Ir. Silver said:

"Because morale is an important weepon in war-time and because smericeans
realize that the maintenance of the morale of their allies is a factor to achieve
victory, the United Palestine Appesl hes decided to call a National Conference for
falestine at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Fhiladelphia on April 17th and 1Bth,
Under the theme of '"United for Victory', we are determined to encoursge the Jewish
community of Palestine even as, with its valor and its productivity. it has en-
couraged £ll friends of the United Nations.

"The Jews of Palestine constitute a fighting, working community which is speed-
ing the day of victory. Jewlsh soldiers, fermers, technicians, laborers and sclen-
tists are bringing the United Ststes end the United Fations closer to the day of
liberation from the Axis menace. The Jews of America will utilize this Nationel
Conference to assure Falestine Jewry that we admire their achievements and that we
intend to intensify our efforts on their behelf.

"The war is being fought to destroy the Axis. It is a2lso being fought to es-
teblish a safer; freer world. The Jewe of Felestine are today meking the greatest
contribution a5 a Jewish community to the salvation of the enslaved Jewlsh people
of Europe. When this war is over, when haven and peace and freedom will be needed
by the shattered Jews of the Continent, Palestine will be the homeland to whieh
they will turn, By strengthening the foundations of Jewish Falestine today, we
ghall make their dream of liberation possible of remlization.”

The officers of the United Palestine Appeal include, dn addition to Dr. Silver

as National Chairman, the following National Co-Chairment -
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Stephen 5, Wisc, Louis Lipsky, Isracl Goldstein, Louls E, Levinthal, Bernard
A, HRosenblatt and Morris HNothenberg.

Mr. Charles J. Bosenbloom, Pittsburgh, is Fatlonal Tressurcr, and associate
Treasurcrs arc abraham Goodman, Abreham L. Licbovitz and Jacob Sincoff.

The Vice-Chairmen are: Barnett R, Brickner, Leon Gellman, James G, Heller,
Edmund I, Esufmann, Harry A. Pine, Charles Ress, ¥lihu D, Stone, Robert Szold,
Joe Weingarten, Herman Welsman and David Werthein,

The Honorary Chairmen are: Albert Einstein, Solomon Goldman, Julian W, Mack,

Henry Monsky, Nathan Straus and Henrietta Sgzold.

#53 - 3/1/43
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JOINT SMERGINCY GOMMITISEX ON EURGPEAY JEWISH APFAIRS FPOR
THE RESCUS OF JENS IN NAZD CCCUPIRD TERRITORI LS

upon which the follewing organisations are ropresenteds

Amerioan Jewish Corgross Amarioan Jowish Coneittee

Amsriean Emergency Commdttes for dJowish Labor Cowittes
Ilenist Affairs
Brai 8'rith

Amerioan Hranch of Agudnth Isrmel

Symagogue Couneil
Union of Orthedex Rabbis

March 22, 1048
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NERGRAY DUK
O THE RESCUE (F Juns
IN HALI OCOUPIED TSRAITORIES
The extermination program directed against the Jews of Europe by
the naszis in all occupled countries has lrnul;d the protest of ell
denominstions and of the govermments of the Unlted Nations. These
declarations of sympathy must be immediately made effective.

Our State Department has recently announced the prospective
~ conference between repressntetives of the Governments of the
United States and Great Britain in Ottowa to outline measures of
aidto those victims who have been or will be eble to egccape. While
thie is an aim of real value, it must be supplsmented by measures
to ald those nazi wvictims who will mot be in & position to excape
on their ovm. For those remaining & procedure must be dewvised to
bring immediate relief and assietance. In our own country immig-
ration facilities within existing Aﬂatns should be made available
for large nmumbers of wictims of nesl eggression. These and other
mesasures to save those who can still be saved should b= put inte
effect immediately.

We sccordingly submit a plan of sction which we hope will be
carried out by our Government in cncpcr.tiun‘tith the other Tnited
Nations. Come of thes proposals to save those ;hn can be caved
from extermination by the nazis apply to all people without regard of
r;ligﬁnn or race. We tﬁnrafnre respactfully submit the following
proposals:

1. The United Nations should approach the Cerman Govern-
ment, and the govermments of the stat:cs it now partly dominates or

controls, through neutral governments like switzeriand, Spain, Sweden,
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A mumber of neutra) havoalready evineed an
mummuu—:mu Serritories,
mmmtmummnu-mmumum

pecple in whet 1t has dene te previde refuge for
those whio have manmaged to escape masiepersecutiemn, It is under-
ourees, that the Swiss Government is pre-
pered towmk the masi covermmont, whish it represents, to relesss
Jewish ohildren, if requested to deo so by the Amerion- Gover: mert,
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II. The United Natims thould, therefore, without dealy
take steps to designate and establish & punbor of Junotuaries in
‘11104 and newtm ) eountries te £00comode te substantiel numbers
of Hitler's vietims and $e serve as havens of refuge for those
Jéws whose release from esptivity any be arranged for, or who my
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IIl. The prosedure thet now progails In the mdministration
of the existing trmigration law in 4 United States, which mots
as a deterront end “&ﬂu#l@h@ﬂ.ﬂuh
sstablished m,mu:mmmum 0 wire gone
éitions in order that refugees from nazi-essipied torritorbes,
nmmm,wrﬂwiﬂn
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bo mtisfled

The present in
dspariments have Lo
tion visa oan be issued, progesdure would greatly
if the gusrantes of respensible sgeisal we lfare
ergonisations, with direet knewledge of the vies aprlicants,
were te be socepted by the govermment. The high percentage
of outright rejections weuld be cemsidorably reduced an! sotich
on applications would Le greatly scoelerated, It is an wnfor-
tunats faot that many lives havs beem lost beemuse of dalays
arislsag eut of a form of sdminletrative precsdure, vhish is
26t sssential to the enforeement of law,

1V, Subjeet to provisioms for its mitieul security,
Englend should be asked to provide for receiving a reesorsble
musber of vietims eseaping from masi-ccoupied territories amd
to provide for thelr aseomodation for the duratim,

England has given aid to thoussnds of refugees and hes
found them to be important scoessions te the pevulstion in cone
mootion with elvilien dafense, produetion, the mintenance af

industre il plants ard se ferth, Its hespltality oceuld be ex-
Mulﬁmm.unuumurﬂlﬂdﬁ

rofugee situntion,
Ve The pessibilities 4ir swvaral Sritish torriteries,

4
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both in Afriea amd im the Caribbean, whould Be axplored without
dalay. Sanotusry Mg alrwdy been afforded to thousunds of
rofugess in these torriteries and there 1o room for many mere,
if net for permament setilomint, At least for the duration.

Vie The United Nations should urge the Republics of
latin Amerioa to modify sush séminlstmative regulations ns now
mke lzmigration uader the las extremely difficult, and to en-
deaver to find temporary havans of refuge for a substantial

mntar of refugees,



The American Government has looked with misgivings on
immigration that the Republice of the Fest Indies for rezsons of
national security. In view of the gravity of the situation,
however, some modification of this attitude is imperative, es-
pecially as it would not be difficult to take the necessary. pre=
cautions measures. A4 liberalization of our own immigration
procedure would undoubtedly have sn immediate repercussion in the
South American Republics.

VII. Overriding pre-war political considerations.
England should be persuaded to open the doors af Palestine for Jewish
immigration and the offer of hospitality made by the Jewish Comm—
aunity f Palestine should be accepted.

The British Government has already sgreed to allow the
immigretion into Palestine of 29,000 persons, mostly c¢hildren,
but this permission should be extended to adults in view of the
difficulties in securing and preparing 29,000 children for imm-—
igration in the course of & year. The limitation imposed by the
srovision of the White Paper of May, 1939, did not apply exclus—
ively to children, but also included adults, Purther the con~
sideration underlying the is uing of the White Paper were ad=
mittedly of = political charscter. There is mo question that
Pulestine could immediately absorb a npumber far grestor than
29,000 adults, for whom employment could be found without delay
in support of the war sffort. The politicel conaideration that
induced the issuing of the White Paper of 1939 ghonld give way
to the husenitsrian implications involved in the tragic plight
of millions of people. :

VIII. The United Natlone should provide financial
guarantees to all such neutral states as have given temporary

refuge to Jews coming srom Nazi-oweupled territories end to
provide for thelr feeding and maintenance and gventual evacuation.
The neutral stites should be guaranteed that the refugees will
not become a public charge and that they will be transferred to
perganent Sanctusriez as soon as possible.

This latter guarantee would sncourage the neutral stotes
to continue to provide accommodation for such refugees as may come
to them over confronted the borders of Nagi-occupied territories.
These neutral shtutes are confronted with difficult food problems.

Spain is in & precarious position and the entry of a eongiderable
pumber of refugees
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would present » gesuine econcsmie problem. The Sritish govermment

is fedding » majority o" the reTugées in the yirands Cemp in "pein,

*or they are ellied neatiommls. Put the provisiem "er supplies for the
large muaber of stateless refugees iz le® to privete orge: izatiocus whose
resourees ars o® negessity limited. o plan for the care o” re®ugees in
neutral stetes is practiveble unless the cost oF the upkeep o stateless
refugecs and of thelr ultimate remowel is to cowe "rom "unds provided by
the United sstlome. fwitgerleand has slresdy as umed an enormous burdes.
it eanuot be expected to ineresse it. IL »ill be necessary Tor the United
yetions Lo e »B16t the Qulss Goverzment. Inis spplles eveu with grester
*gree to other neutrsl steates shere temporery havens could be secured but
where puoiie opinion nes not Leen so lusistest in deasndisg s humenitarisn
ntcitude on the prrt of their govermamts.

IXe In viem o" the “sot timt mass otervations is the
dosign o the jssi regime, the United jetiens should take
sporopriete stepe « ithout deley to orgemige s system for the
feeding o the viotime o” Nex oppression who are umble to
leave the jurisdlotion nud control o the Axis.

Both the Britisi CGovernmeunt mnd our ftate [epartment
have bean prepared to mllow the semding of limited quantities
0" %8d from noutrel countries to lmzi-oooupled territeries,
evee without the prior guspantee Ly the el goveriment thmt
the "ood sould not be diverted. This deelisiocn wae taken on
purely humsnitarisn grouads. fetion should now be undertaken -
on quite adi®ferent basis, The experiense ia drevee, to which
consideradble ®o0d supplies were sent "rom the Unlted Mations
end where effective supervision was introduced to keep the
Germane “roa appropriating these supplies for thelr ova use,
@y serve as 8 precedent ®or siailer setion in conusetiom »ith
Je#s throughout .urope. wellbal supplies, preveotative mediclioal
foods nad Toudstu®®s couid be obtqlued for them largely in the
United "tates and in fouth Ameriea. The Intermmtiocaal jed Cross
convention should De extended to apply to the civilian popule=-
tlon in ghettos, iaterament cemps and concentration emmps.
Ihe jeus throughout jurope sre, os s matter o "mot, deprived
o® frovdon of wovement aund thervfore are entitled to be trested
o8 priconsrs of war, The laternstiomm] Red Cross is entrusted with
the supervision o" the distriution o® ®o0d to prisoners o ware
timilor servioes cen be provided for the Jews o Juroye, Just
a8 yrisemrs o® wer have suppliee made aveilable to them in their
intersment canps, 50 the Jwms ocould recelve specinl food peckeges
in their ghettos and the use 0 prepared ladels sand other devices
eould be extended to meet the needs of the oivilians,



L, The United Natl na are urged to sstablish an appropriate
inter-govermmental agensy, to which full autherity and power should
be given to !mplament the progra» of reseue hare autlined,

The existing mehinery for des ling with the problem of
resouing the viotima of Nari oppression is vholly inadequate.

The Inter-govornmental Com-ittee on iofugees was osteblished
unier sntirely different elreusstances and was entrusted with

4 oonparatively linited task, It was glven neither the power
nor the fimanelial rescurees % deal with the problem ns 1t has
developed in nll 1ts magritude, Horeover, it is inportent that
this agenoy sheuld speeifieally rewresant the United Nations

and that it should be given sutherity an' porer to earry ocut its
progre: of resous and aid, Thersfare, either the Interegovern=
wémtal Commitiee on iefugess should be radieanlly reerganised,
or A now ageney should be ereated.

IO, 1In order to do mway with the leck of idemtity whieh
many stateless refugees presant, and to given then sponscrship and
protection, an arrangement sisilar to thet wilch existed under
the Lesgus of "stlens sheuld be ostablished and the stateloss
refugees should ba gliven ldemtifieation eredentinls amulegous to
the "Nanasen" passports.

XII. It i» submitted that the United Satioms undertake teo
provide the firancial guarantees that :ay be required for the
exvoution of the progrem of rescue hers wutlined,

In the mane of humanity and of the Ldesls which the
arales of the United Matlons have arisen te defend, we respestfully
submit this appeal in the hops that effective setiom will be taken

without delay.
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nt Sit on in the Near East
P - t
I, PURPOSE OF MEMORANDUM
The object of this memorandum is to summarize the facte and information collected
during three and one-half months (November 1942 to March 1943), when, in compliance with

instructions from the Join U, 8. Chiefs of Staffe, I visited the Near East,

I1, MY MISSION

1. ITINERARY

Al thourh physically familiar with most of the areas vislted on this trip, I had not
been in the Near Tast since the spring of 1939, Fortunately, it was possible on this
visit not simply to hit the high spots in whirlwind fashion tut sctually to spend
approximately two weeks in sach comtrv - lt?-pt, Labanon, Syria, Palestine, Trans-
Jordan, and Irag. I also visited Turkey ahd Iran in order to get first-hand infor-
mation on the attitude of these meishborins ststes toward the Arab world., In addition
I motored over BROO miles throush Esypt and Cirenales along the const from Tl Nemein
to Bengazi. My return flight to the United States took me alonsz the rest of North
Africa via Tripoli, Alriers, and Casablanca to Marrakech and Dakar,

2, EEOFLE SEEW

The facts and information given in this memerandum reflects conversations with:

(a) British and Pighting French military and diplomatic representatives in
the varione countries.

(b) American consular, diplomatic, and militery representatives,
(c) American missionary snd eduecational leaders.
(1) Arab leaders both in and smt of political offices,
In mv contactes with Arab leadere I m-a assigted by a 1ist especinlly
nrepared for me by Presldent Hayard Todge of outstanding graduates

of the Mmerican Univeresity of Beirut livings in the areas wisited, I
also renewed contact with mamy friends of my father and mother who had

served ms missionaries in Syria for 50 years,
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3, PROCEDURES
In all my contacte I explained that I wae there to collect information and not

to pive 1t, to 1isten and not to talk., I hored that they cared to sive me their viers
as the information which I w~s collecting was not for publication in any way btut for the
benefit of the United States Government, In sathering first-hand information I wns
naturally aided to a gre~t extent by my ability to converse in Arabiec, or where necessary,
in French or German,
BACKGROUND - AMERICAN INTRNESTS AWD STAWDING I¥ THE NUAR EAST

Al though American interects in the Wear Eaat have eentered primarily on the imperta-
tionlof tobaceo and dates, and our exports have centered on filme and satomobiles, our
main interests in the Near East, due to 100 years of missionary and educationsl efforte,
have remained in the eultural field, The fact that these missionary and educational
afforts were surported entirely by private philanthropic contribtmtions rather tham
by Govermment funde hes afdded to the prestire that the United States panined from
these efforts, The etanding and influenee, for sxammle, of the American Eniversity
at Bailrat snd of Robert Colledee in Istaniml and of thei- graduates is hard to realize
except after m first-hand visit te the area.

As a resnlt, Mmerican prestise has for many years been axtremely hish throusghout
the whole Near Ea.st. This situation was sirikinesly confirmed in 1919 when, from the
Orane-Kin Commission's investiration, over 60 per cemnt of the petitions submitted
by the people of this area gave the United States as their first choice for a mandatory i
powar, This was over four times the request for CGpreat PBritain, which was the second
powar su-gested.

At the same time, the fact mmst also be ¢learly recogmized thet Amerlcan prestige
has declined eonslderably in recent yvears and is still declinine. Some of the reasons

for this decline are susrested In the later sections of this memorandum,
0 T ING FACTS

The outstanding facts developed in the course of mv trinr may summarized as followse:
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1. The moat important and most serisus fact ie the Aanser that, unless definite
stepe are taken to prevent iIt, there may be a renswed outbrealr of fishtines between
Arabs and Jews in Paleatine before the end of thewar and perhaps even during the
next few months. Smch fishting in Palestine is almost gertsinm to lend to the masszacre
of Jaws living in the nelpghboring atatea of Irag and Syvria as well ns in other places
in the Wear East,

e ¥ension fi! growing steadily and as a result the Arsbs are likely to be
roaded as their only effective means of protest into breskings the informal truce whiech
has existed in Palestine since the outbresk of the war im 1939, The Arabs feel that
the Zionists br contiming a world-wide propaganda for a Jewlgh State in Palestine have
not kept their part of the bargain., There is therefore in the minds ¢f the Arabs a
growing fear that unleas they Ao semethings, when the war is over, ther will be faced with
a decision alrendy taken by the great povers to turn Palestine over to the Jews, This
fear is, of course, on on which Axis propsgania to this area has constantly harped,

2, There is cleariy a hardning of feelins on both sides which is reflected in an
inereasingly unylelding attitude by the extremist leaders of both Arabs and Jews in
regard to any compromise solution., Both sides are urmed and indicate a willingmess to
fight.

It 18 common knowledse that the Iioniat undercover military orsanization,
the Harana, has made plans and has stocks of tommy guns and machine guns as well as
small arms. Mach of this eguipment wes bousht from French Vichy troone in Syria amd
has, during the past two yesrs, been smigcled inte Palestine,

The Jews particul-rly feesl that with their inereased mumbers and with
their inecreased stock of arms they can more than hold their own in actual fishting with
Palestine Arabs. However, from previous experience, the Jews realize that, whenever
serious Tighting with the Arabs starts in Palestine, assistance from neishbbring Arab
states will arain pour in. I+ is this incressed ovposition that the Zionists admit

ther probablv do not have the pover to overcome without ontside assistance from British

and American Wilitarv forces.



3, It is also increasinsly clear that the growingz interest of Jews and Moslems ~— °°
in all parte of the world in the Palestine settlement is mow @c large that it makes ghdte
impossible any purely Aemestic or loeal solution that misht otherwise have been arrtved
at by the Arabs and Jevs 1ivine in Palestine itself,

4, The outbtreak of internal eonflict in Palestine is obvionsly one of the major
objectives of Nazi propacganda in this area. It is aimed at precipitating Arad Jewish
#ighting at » moment shen cambat troops of the United Nations can least readily be
gpared for putting down domestie insurrection, Farthermore, Axis propaganda in this
area has of late become incrensinkly effective becanse t.}fa ¥agis have played down re-
ference to Axis interests an? have 1aid their mdn exphasis on the ons fact that, if
the "nited ¥ations win the war, the Arabs can be ecertain that they will lose Palestine
to the Jews, Nothing could be simpler or more resdily anderstandatle to the average
Arab than the Axis three-po int prosram which im their daily troadcasting promises:

(a) the elimination of all alien control, whether Fritish or French;
(v) the liquidation of the Jews in Palestine; and
(e) complete independence

§, Traveling through Palestine one clearly realizes that it is not an unpopulated
area into which an indefinite additional mumber can {mmediately be poured, For quick
comparison, Palesiine in area 1s a 1ittle smaller than the State of New Hampshire and
alre~dy has a popalation four times a = large. The fisures, which, like all Near

Bastern statisticse, are only aprroximetions, inficate the larre growth that h~s talten

place: 1920 1942
Arabe 600,000 1,000,000
Jevs 0000 00,000
€70,000 1,500,00

6, Ther= is an ever present Arab fear of American support for political Zioniem

with its proposed Jewish State and Jewish Army in Palestine. This is now extendine to
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the further fear of Americamn surport for the pemetration of Jewish people inte Syria
and other neigshboring Arab area, once Palestine has been fully populared, The
Zionist press in Palestine claima the sarport of rublie opinion in Britain and in
United Statds for its aspirations and the Arab press makes no effective denial,

Although the State Department has taken no official vosition in the dispute a
to the correct interpretation of the Balfour Declaration calling for a "national home for
the Jews®, the recurring petitions of members of both houses of Congress have been
interpreted toth by Zionizts and Ly Arabs us indicatins elearly where American
sympathies lle, Farthermore, it shonld be clearly realized that every American
statement in favor of Zioniasm is within a few hours widely broadeast by the Axis readio
to the whole Arab world in surport of its main propasanda theme th-t a United Bations
victory means for the Ap.abs the certain loss of Palestine fo the Jews. TFor example,
the December 1942 petition surporting the Zionlst position siemed by 67 senators and
180 Congressmen was very widely tuoadcast by the Axis radio throushout =11 the Near
RBast. It was, of course, referred to not as a petition bPut an expression of govermment
policy. It resulted in unprecedented demonstrations against the Tnited S:ated that eunl-
minated ir Demasecus in the cleging of the bagzaars for seversl days as a protest arsainst
the United States,

7. There is also a srowing Syrian fear of Amerifam support for, or at least,
acquiescence in, a contimation of French control in Syria after this war 1s over,
The Syrian remembers that, after the l-st war and despite an overwhelming preference
for the " ited States and specific ub,jare.tia;n to Prance, the mandates for Syria and
Lebanon wers neverthless given to Franece, As a results many pro-Mmerican sarvorters in
Syria have for vears felt the displessure of the Franch and elaim that eingce that time
they hawe been discriminated arainet or passed over im Govermment aprointments.

In fact, the fear that already haunts all of the Near Eaat is that at the end
of the present World W,r the United States may asain return to isolationism. Even today

thig is the camwas of much worrv that reference is made 1o it in almost every
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converzation held with private or official individuals,

8, Tension and Aiffienlties with the Arabs in Yerth Africa have already been
reported to the Wor Department by General Eisemhower., Om my return to the United
Sgates via Naorth Apriea I found in both the Bishth Army and the Fir-et Army Awerican
gfficers responsible for the security of Aserican troope who were inereasingly disturbed
by the nnenthusiastic, and in some nlaces hostile, attitude on the part of the Yorth
African Arab populations toward the Upited Siates., Thely expressed fear of still
farth diffienlties if the issues of a Jewish political states and of a Jewish Army
contime to be pressed at this time., The uncooperative attitude of the Forth African
Arabs reflected, in their opinion, the irritation of the Arabs at the behavior of some
of the local Jawish populationa in Nprth Aerica as well as the effectivencas of hostile
propasanda which contirued to elaim that the United Siates' suctesses in North Africa wonld
only give gre-ter surport to the Jewlsh clalms in Palestine, I

9. From my trip throurh Narth Africa I also got the impression that American political
efforte had, guite naturslly and perhaps of mecessity, concentrated on the problems
of our relations with the varisus French groups or factions, The effect of onr mili-
tary osccapation on the Araba who form sarnroximately 954 of the pooulation and their
attitude towar? the United S.ates had as a result not been siven the attention it
deserved, Mirtharmore, mach information on the sattitude of the Aralte s= wae avallable
to American officears had almost invariable been received at second hand from the local
French anthorities, . ;

Obviously the situntion of Mmerica: or United Si-tes in the Apab or Mgelem

world ho= not yet reached a very critical starse., DPut it is definitely unhealthy and
now ie the time when steps should be taken to prevent a further deterioration. The
unfortunate Pritish experience during their retreat in Parma is only too recent an
example of the serions effects that a hostile rather than friendly native population

can have on military operations.
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10. Since Zionist propaganda and political pressare in the United States is much
gre=ter than corresponding Apab nressure, it is important for the American veople to
realize that, in the Moslem world, Arab feelings remsin uncompromisinely arainat the
acceptance of a political Zionist Sinte In Palestine. The Arabs in Palestine have on
many occasions fouzht both the Zionists and the British military forces sent arainst
them, and there is absolutely no basis for asguming that they will not sgzain fight
when they feel it mecessaryv. It shonld be therefore very clear that a Zionist Siate

in Palectine ean only be imposed upon the Arabs by military force,

Bare by
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Dr, Goldstein - Hargh 22, 1943

I imow that the JEF frequeatly arrunges such big moetings and
Ithiﬂthtrmnahthﬂmﬂdnthnmttﬂﬂ:ﬁuhhﬂngmﬂm
and what they are going to say very curefully, 1 told i&r, Montor very

much the samo thing after the UPA Ickes fiasco, & fow months ago,
With all good wishes, 1 remain

Very cordially yours,




MEYER W. WEISGAL

SUITE 708
FORTY-OME EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET
NEW YORK

MURRAY HiLL 2.5967

March 25, 1943

Eabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Chie

iy dear Babbi Silver:

In accordance with our conversation the other
day, I am sending you here a tentative outline of the pro-
posals to be submitted to the Emergency Committee next
Wednesday evening, March 3last. If you have any suggestione,
I wigh you would gend them on.

The tactices in thie matter are very important.
Ae & matter of right, Dr. Weizmann does not need the arproval
of the Emergency Committee. All he neede to do, really, i=s
to zo to the Emergency Committee and tell them that he ie
doinz thus and so.  The only difficulty In the situation then
iz that the "machers" in the Emergency Committee will sabotage
the works. It im esgsentisml, therefore, that all of us #ive
very serious thought to the manner in which the thing is to
be presented at the meeting on Wednesday.

So far, Dr. Weizmann has spoken, in addition to
Wise, Lipslyr and yourself, to Rothenbergz, Levinthal, Goldstein,
Poale Zion and Mizrachi. All of them are more or less pgreed
that some drastic action must be taken in order to save the
gituation. What that actlon should be and how It should be
done is not altosether clears.

With best wishes and kindest personal regards,
I am

As always,
-

Yours "-‘Ei_*




April 21, 1945

Mr. Henry Nontor

United Palestine dppeal
41 E. 42nd 5t.

Hew York, N.Y.

Ky dear Nr. Nontor:

Your sug estion to have lr. Lipsky draw up over all
resolution relating to the position of the Jews in Eurcpe and
to Palestine is an excellent onme. Please request him to do so
and also to introduce it.

With reference to Levinthal — I got your air-mail spscial-
delivery letter. I a&lso had a long distance call from Dr. Israel
Goldstein about the samé matter. I know that Levinthal is
conside ably disturbed ubmthiumug-. etc. ets., and that
he is stirring up his friends sbout it. This spineless irdividual
has yet to explain to my why the Chuirmsn of the UPA was not
hﬂtﬂmhhﬁm'mﬂm‘hth--mlumumnr
Hum,mrinnhhnpu I at least paid him the courtesy
of inviting him to bring the to
Conference and I set no limi humnmlmthnttiuh-
is to speak. Does he perhaps aosume that is
to the Zionist cause that he should spsak at the UPA Conference
than that Dr. Silver should speak at the

]
£
g

:
3
:
:

I have no intention of building the UPA Conferemce around
his exalted personality even though he happens to be a resident
of the eity where the Confarence is to be held. Thet is not
why we are meeting in Philadelphia. He is not to sposk on Saturday
evening unier any condition. The program is alread) crosded with
two principal addresses. Incidentally Dr. Isreel Goldateinm hadl
written to me ssking that he, too, be put on the Saturdsy evening
TOZram,. Iﬂpuﬂmatitmnﬂi?';wmtl
have achieved my purpose in letting Just exactly
what 1 thought of his conduct, and if you feel that you wounld
like to put him at some other place on the Sunday program, that
is alright with me.

flow is the Sunday morning "Protest Progran” working out?
#ith all good wishes, I resain

Very cordislly yours,
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MINUTES OF MZETING
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS
April 29, 1943

A spacisl meeting of the “merican Ems rgency Committes for Zicnist
Affairs was held at the Hotel Commodore, on “pursday, April 29, 1943 at
3:30 p.m.

PRESENT:

pr. Wise (presiding) members of the full Emsrgency Committoe; Tro-
pressntatives of the gov ;rning Boards of Hadassah, Zionist Orgenization of
Amsrica, Pomle Zion; Mizrachi.

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE:

Miss Benjemin outlined the rulas of clection for the American
Jewish Conforence as formulated by the Exocut ivoe Committoe of the American
Jowish Conference.

After soms discussion on procedure, it was ggreod that the meeting
devote itsolf to a coneideration of the bmsis for achioving 8 united Zionist
stand in rolation to the impending American Jewish Conforence.

The following motiona wero unanimously adopted:

1) It is resclved that the Biltmore Hotol Platform is binding upon
all Zionist groups as their program in the alections to tha Amarienn Jowish
Confaroncs, as far as our demands for Palostine are concorned.

2) That a committee on coordination, composcd of two roprescntatives
of esch of the orgenizations constituting the Amaricon Emergoncy Commit tee for
Zionist Affairs, be named by sach organizations to work out o progrom for the
maximum coordination of Zionist forces in tho oloetions, rnd to submit their
propesals to a socond meeting of this body to be called next weok.

%) That the mombors of the Executive Committao of ths Americen
Jewish Conferance roprasemt ing any constituent organization of tha Ame rican
Emerginey Committee for Zionist Affoirs shall meke no commitments within the
Executive Committes of the American Jewish Conferenco, nor undertaoke nny
negotiations looking to the modification of the Pittsburgh Platform, or the
Biltmore Resolution, without securing the approval of the Emergancy Committee,.

A full record of the discussions i3 being kept on file,
AI Li
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UPA PARLEY APPEALS TO U.S, TO INTERVENE WITH BRITAIN FOR ABOLISHMENT OF WHITE PAPER

PHILADELFHIA, May 2.(JTA)-- The government of the United States was appealed
to today "to make representations to Great Britein to annul forwith the White Paper
of 1535 and to ask assurances that Jewish immigration into Palestine shall not be
abridged nor shall the purchase of land by Jews be restricted," in a resclution
adopted here at the closing of the two-day National Conference for Palestine called
by the United Palestine Appeal. The resoclution condemned the White Paper as an
illegnl document which would "liquidate the Palestine mandate and terminaste the
growth of the Jewish National Home,"

Another resolution adepted by the 1,450 delegates expressed deep disappoint-
ment st the failure of the Bermuda Refugee Zonference "to give adequate considera-
tion 4 the desperate plight of the Jews under the heel of Hitlerism and +o include
within its recommendations the immedimte possibilities of large-scale mass immigre=
tion into Palestine," A special resolution paid tribute to Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver,
national president of the UFA, who was elected to thet post for the fifth time.

Weizmann Seys "Jews Will Never Accept White Paper”

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president of the Jewlsh Agency for Palestine, told the
conference that "Jews will mever mccept the White Paper ns the last word in British
statesmanship.” He added thet “"we shall not permit ocur last hopes to be smothered,
nor shell we be intimidated by threats of revolt." Referring to the refugee problem,
Dr. Weizgmann seids; "Whenever the refugee situation is discussed and the possibili-
ties of Palestine considered, somenne always introduces a treacherous 'but' to keep
the doors closed to our last hope - our only hope., We are tooc weary, our suffering
is too great to be setisfied with mere palliastives. We want instead e gemerous
understanding and & will to action."

Dr. Stephen S. Wise compered the White Paper to the Munich agreement and
stated that "es the Munich pact was destroyed, so shall the White Paper be destroyed."
Other speakers ot todey's sessions included Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Frank Gemnnet,
publisher; bernard Rosenblett of the Palestine Foundation Fund; Dr. Israel
Goldstein, Rebbi Meir Berlin, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Judge Louis E. Levinthal and
others.

fewish Homeland "Taboo" in Weshington, Silver Charges

In the keynote address of the conference, delivered last night, Dr. Silver
stated thot the whole subject of o Jewish homeland in Palestine "has suddenly become
taboo" in Washington. "The President of the United States sent an officigl greeting
to the United Jewish Appeal this year which guite pointedly, and not by eccident,
omits any mention whatsoever of Palestine," he said. "Our former friends in govern-
ment eireles content themselves with sending us prolifie expressions of sympathies
on Jewish persecution. When pressed to do something ebout it, they regretfully re=-
mind us how diffiecult it is to do anything for these unfortunete people under present
war oonditions. The suggestion is even made thet snything which may be done for
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these unfortunate Jews now might in some way postpone the day of their ultimate
liberation. Thet they may all then be dead does not seem to mrouse these friends

of ours to any extreordinary emergency acts of rescue snd deliverence,® Deseribing
these friends ac "men of many words and few deeds whose compassion never goes be-
yond political expediency," Dr. Silver accused them of "detcuring the world's

clamor into some governmental refugee conference" such ss that at Evian which "acoom-
plished nothing beyond offering o way out for governments" and the recent one at
Bermuda. Asserting thet "our fortunes were never so low," he called upon Zionists
end non-Zionists to unite to continue the upbuilding of Pelestine.

Other resolutions adopted by the sonference pledged the UPA's continued
support of the war effort, protesied the refusal of the British Government to allow
the formation of a Jewlsh Army in Palestine, greeted the Yishuv for its "mighty
contributions to the cause of the United Nations" and promised the Jews in Pelestine
to continue the fight for the creetion of a Jewish Commonwealth there.

SWISS NEWSPAFER SAYS INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS SHOULD INVESTIGATE WARSAW GHETTO

WASHINGTON, May. 2.(JTA)~- The ¢ffice of Wer Information today reported from
Switzerlend thet the anti-Nazi newspaper Die Netion, which is published in Berne,
suggests thet if an Internationnl Red (ross commission is sent to Smolensk to in-
vestigate the Nazl stories of the bodies of massacred Folish officers in the Kotyn
forest, it should also visit the Warsow ghette ond investigate the Nezi mass-murder
of Jews in occupied Foland.

"The investigation probably would be worth while, It belengs to the picture
of 'New Europe,!" Die Notion stetes. It emphesizes that photogrophs have reached
Switzerlond, teken in Warsaw, which show the horrible soenes of thousecnds of starved,
noked bodies of men, women and children piled up and Jewish grove-diggers "forced Yo
bury their recinl brothers end stending up to their knees in corpses.”

The newspeper consludes by stating thet if the Nozis do not give explicit
permission to on Internntionsl Red Cross cocmmission to stop in Poland on its woy to
Smolensk and stony there eas long &s necessary ond to move freely and spenk freely

with the population, then "the Red Cross hnd better stey home and do its usual work
in the service of humenity."

HEAD OF SWEDISH RED CROSS REBIGNS WHEN NAZIS BEAR SENDING OF FOOD TO GHETTOS

STOCKHOLM, Moy 2.(JTA)=- Frits Bauer, director of the Swedish Red gross,
bes resigned in protest eagainst the refusal of the Nezis to permit the sending
of food and medicine to the ghettos in Poland, sccording to reports eppesring in
the local press.

Simultoneously, Medeme Alve Myrdal, prominent Swedish scientist who is mctive
in movements to eid the Jews in occupied Europe, writing in the Stockholm Aftontid-
ningen, deoclered that "from her own sources” she has been informed thet 5,000 to
6,000 Jews are dying in the ghettos of Poland every dey end thet "the deportations
end sleughters are continuing,"

AMERICAN DELEGATION TO EERMUDA CONFERENCE ARRIVES HOME

NEW YORK, May 2.(JTA)== The Americnn delegation to the Bermude Refugee
Conferenee orrived ot LaGuardie Field here this afternoon eboerd o Pan American
Clipper. Herbert H. Lehman, Director of the Office of Foreign Relief and Hehebili=-
tion Operctions, returning from London, was & passenger. Also sboard the Clipper
were George Backer, American Jewish leader, one of the advisers to the U.S5. delega-
tion, and Mrs. Ida Landsu, who oovered the Hamilton meeting for the Jewish Telegro=-

phie Agency.
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC,
342 Madison Aenue

MEMORANDUXN

May 6, 1943

TO: Mr. Mayer F. Stainglass
FROM: Mr. Isidor Coons
SUBJECT: My relationship with the Publicity Department as of this date

In view of the faect that I will neither approve nor disapprove any releases or
material submitted by you until the incident of the radio broadcast of May is
cleared, I engeest that you can, if you wish, submit all of this material to the
Agenclee constituted in the United Jewish Appeal for their consideration and if
you do not wigh to do this, the responeibility for handling the details and progranm
of the U.J.A. Publieity Department, as far as I am concerned, is entirely on your
shoulders. I have formally advised both the J.D.C. and the N.R.S5. of my stand in
this matter,

Az far as I am concernéd, the record is clear and here it is. (1) On behalf of the
J.D.C., Mrs, Popkin, as instracted, registered a protest with you and urged that pol-
itiecal propaganda incorporated in the address of Mr. James G. McDonald be deleted,
This was on Fridsy morning, Anril 30, (2) Friday efternoon, April 30, I discussed
with you in detail the desirability of eliminating this same propaganda from a news
release which you prepared for distribution to the general and Jewish press. Based
upon the J.D,C. protest I stated that I was unable to approve the release embodying
this propaganda and at your urging, I gave my qualified approval reading, "Approved
only on condition that J. G. McDonald's paragraph on White Paper or any p6litical
reference for any of the sgencles be eliminated." In our conversstion you sccepted
this with assurances from you that if you were unable to comply with thie conditional
approval, you would not issue the relense pe submitted to me.

You did release it as originally prepared, without further consultation with me, with
any officer of the J.D.C., or with either Mational Chairman Jonah B. Wise or National
Cheirmen William Rosenwald. BSubsecuent to your issuing of this releass and in
response to my memorandum of confirmation of disapproval, you advised me on May 3 .for
the first time that this release had been issued at the direction of National Chairman
Abba Hillel Silwver, Obwiously, I respect the authority of Dr. Silver as one of the
Hational Chairmen but the cuestion still remains as to the euthority of the other two
NHational Chairmen who were not consulted by you in the matter after Dr. Silver
overruled me. In my discussion with youn and in my cualified approval of the release
with conditions noted, I authoritatively represented the J.D,C. as a full partner

of the U,J.A,

You specifically have broken faith by breaking your word to me, which I accepted in
good faith, as you so well know. I am, therefore, stepping out of the pieture at
this time and will not concern myself further with the publicity policies and pro=-
gram of the U.J.A. until this matter is settled by the National Chairmen or the ap-
propriate officers of the constituent sgencles and partners of this organization.

I1C:JB Isidor Coons (signed)
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS \\j
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooM 1903
MNew York CrTy

June 24, 1943
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Commodore Hotel
East 42nd Street
New York City
Dear Abba:

I tried to reach you by telephone at about 11:15 thie
morming, but you were out. I have spoken with Joseph Brainin
and have gotten the impression that the program of the meeting
at the Polo Grounds is still pretty much in the air, He ad-
mitted that it was not definitely "set"., They are hoping to
have at=—bemet Ickes; Mme, Litvinoff; Mrs, Pool; yourself, and,

I think , ovan Monsky. Hé did not mention Lehmann at all, About
Ickes, he said he did not know whether he would agree. I did
not ask him how they stand with Mme., Litvinoff. My own feeling
is that you should speak unly_if either Ickes or Lehmann, or
seome other person of aqualnsraiding will definitely appear.

Incidentally, he told me that the only two American
Zionist leaders who have accepted memberehip on the Bponsoring
Oommittee are yourself and Mre. Fool, The others have been
"frightened off", according to Brainin. Nahum Goldmann has also
accepted membership. I would like to have another talk with you
some time tomorrow, Flease reserve a little time, either before
noon or after noon. I shall ring you about 9 o'clock/u ﬂ:wm-«.y
. ! tours,

Aoy .

Emanuel Neumann
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HOTES POBR A PROGRAN Gs”r’:ff._.na.
For the Zionist Emergéncy Committee : fof/ﬂgw ﬁ]ﬁ?ﬂj

It is assumed that sll Zionist organizations agree that a uniguely critical situation
faces the political future of Palestine; that the facilities and energies of all must
be coordinated and the primacy of each must be subordinated in order to achieve the
ln:i;un effectiveness in impressing the public mind, Christian and Jewish, governmental
sod lay,

Qlﬂn

1 ORGANIZATION

The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs has a national and interna-
tional function to perform; but ite effectivenese depends also on the proper utili-
zation of local facilities within each community in the United States, The division
between national end local responsibility is indicated in this outline:

A, Hational Headgquarters,

The personnel of the Emergency Committee, to carry out the functions de-
scribed below, should consist of the following:

1, Ap Administrator, whose task it should be to direct all activities of
the Committee and to coordimate the duties of all pereonnel, lay and
professi onal ,

2, Under the Administrator, in addition to the requisite number of steno-
graphers, secretaries and sther usual office help, there should be:

A Publicity Director, who will coordinmate newspaper, magazine, radio,
movie, photographic and other publicity,

Director of Compupity Eelations, whose exclusive fumction it will be,
under the direction of the Administrator, to keep

in touch with the Local committees to be set up
as hereinafter described,

Director of Research, with bibliographical background and literary
skill, for the purpose of accimalating all records
in connection with the post-war research hereafier
described,

Director of Speskera' Bureau, to administer a wide-ranging and coordin-
ated program of speskers as described hereafter,

Office Manager, with the normal duties of an office mamager, including
purchase of supplies, management of office, control
of bookkeeping, etc,, so that these detalls, essen-
tial in themselves, do not interfere with the proper
functioning of other personnel chosen for guite other
abilities and duties,

Director of Tund-Rsisipng, who shall carry out the fund-raising program as
described hereafter,
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B, Local Responsibility

There shall be formed in every community of any subetantial size a local
branch of the Emergency Committee for Zionmist Affairs, All parties now
represented in the national Committee and other local groups which may
be entitled to be represented shall be included in the local committeecs,
Esch such local committee shall choose only two pringipal officers:

the Chairman, who shall serve as the key person for political contacts,
and the Publicity Director, with whom the national office shall have
contact for all promotional activities,

COETACT WITH THE PRESS

Publicity is a term of wide meaning, It includes all forms of promotion, through the
normal channels of newspaper putlleity, magazines, photographs, radio, motion ple-
tures, leaflets and other devicees to €atch the public eye.

Up to the present, each Zioniet group in the United States has its own publicity
department, Each sends to virtually all channels the same kind of material, some
well done, some less well done, DBut because of the multiplicity and planlessness
of such publicity, the whole Zionist movement suffers: but primarily the injury
is done to the caunse of Palestim .

The concentrated hostility to Zionist aims, or imdifference to them, on the part
of influential elements in American life reguire an abandomment of standard tech-
nigues that have prevailed up te thie time in Zionist life, Failure to establish
new methods can only emhance Zionist difficulties; prompt action in accepting new
procedures will give the Zionist causze a type of approach to publicity which it
does not now command,

It is, therefore, recommended that the publicity departments of all Zioniet bodies
représented in the Emergency Committee shall be unified and placed directly under
the control and in the premises of the Emergency Committee, This will ensure for
cach organization the continuation of its present publicity program, except that
all of them will be directed to & central purposze and serve a single aim, It is
likely to mean that each organigzation, wesk perhape in certain directlions, may be
greatly strengthened by a streamlined, full-sized publiclity department., The aim
will be to utilize the meetingzs, announcements and other publicity stories of each
organization to concentrate attention on political objectives and the winning of
maximom attentlon, at appropriate times, for Palestine, The contimuation of the
present competitive, haphagard, duplicatory publiclity system unquestiondly retards
the achievement of the gbeatest political good for the Zionist program, The avail-
ability of greater manpower and resources will help each individual growp in ad-
dition to enbhancing the Emergency Committee's ability to get to the American pub-
lie, Jewish and Christian, the best presentation of Palestine's case,

Bewspgper Publicity

The Director of Fublicity will work out a unified program for publiclty tn the
daily prees of the nation, in the Yiddish press, in the Enzlish-Jewlsh press,.
There will be sent to the Publicity Director of each local committee sultable
material for loeal insertion at sppropriate timest letters to the editor,

feature material , photographs, data for editorials, The local Publicity Directors
will be expected to keep the Emergency Committee advised of all local material
vhich appears on Palestines, whether good or bad and in whatever form, The purpose
will be to get a nationsl pleture of what America is saylng and thinking about

Falestine and to be able to answer promptly and effectively inaccurate informa-
tion,
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In connection with such publiecity, wvarious devices would be perfected to draw
attention to Jewish achievements, in the war and in pemce-time, An effort would
be made to bring to America, for example, several PATS, a delegation of Jewish
soldiers who have fought in the North African campaign, some 12-14 year old young-
sters, perhaps thoere who have come to Palestine from Polend originally,

Authors! Burean

One of the most valusble sources of publicity -- but the most difficult to
reach -- are the nation's magazines, These are of all types lending them-
selves to special approaches: for example, the scores of army publications
which conld use material on Palestine Jewry's fighting efforts: ths busineess
publications which would be in accounts of Palestine's economic
growth; the art and literary journals, the trade papers of wvarious fields =--
all these in addition to the weekly and monthly magezines of broad pepular
mm-

At the present time, mo individual Zionist organisation devotes itself to
this field, except for an occasional chance achievement in this field., This
territory is usually mnot covered.beeanse it promises least in returne for the
pariicular organizational publicity department. But such material carries
the largest gains for Palestine as a whole,

The best way in which to reach this field is through systematic, concentrated
effort, There would be set up an Authors' Bureau, either within or without
the Emergzency Committee, but as an E.C, project., Its purpose would be to deal
exclusively with mamscripts on Pelestine, Where occasion warranted, it would
commission well-kpown and qualified writers to write special articles for

the genaral or importimt trade pullications, Thie would serve ss additional
encouragement to writers, Mamiseripts would, of ¢ourse, be sold wherever
feasible -- becaunse a purchased manuscript is more valuable property -- or
glven free where circumstances are favorable,

Photographs ‘

It is axiomatic in the publicity field that photographs, whether in magazines
OT newspapers, have the greatest reader appeal, The Hmergency Committee would
coordinate the receipt and distribution of Palestine photographs in the United
States and would stimulate the transmission of pictures from Palestine calcula-
ted to advance the general program of the Emergency Committee,

Confidentiel Letters

Acguisition of good will is as valuable as the securing of newspaper space

in long-range publicity planning, It is, therefore, desirable to issue a re-
gular, but not too freguent, confidentlal letter to a selected list of

writers, columnists, editors and special commentators, This letter would give
some detaile on facts not given to the general press and would discuss ideas

and events which Zionists are ﬂ? ared to give out for general discussion

but which would be most helpful in the formation of good background among this
special group of contacts, 3Background interpretation of happenings in Washington,
London and Jerusalem; highlight but still unpublished economie, military, vo-
litical and similar data would be material for such a confidential letter,

The same type of letter, but not necessarily having the same content, would

2o to the Chairman and Publicity Director of each Local E,C., TUnless there is

this regular contact and unless local representatives can be made to feel that
they are being taken into the confidence of the natlonal leaders, their incentive
to helpfulness rapldly disappears, '
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In connection with such letters, it would occasionally be desirable that such
letters be sent from Jerusalem or Tel Aviv by some prominent personality. The
contents of such a letter would have been discussed in advance with New York,
Properly edited, it would then be sent from Palestine to a selected list of
people in the United States, such as (1) the special list of writers and comm-
entators; (2) heade of local branches of the E.C.; and (3) prominent Christians,
Clergymen, legislators, ete. It is likely that the contents of the letters

would vary for each of the categories, IFut there cen be no mere effective form
of contact than a direct link with the Holy Land, with information coming direct-
ly from the spot. A prominent amthor or woman leader or political or industrial
personality would be the author of one of these letters fram time to time! their
infrequency will, of coeurse, be one of their assets,

ITI. CONTACT WITH THE COMMUNITY

Undarstanding of Zionist aspirations is as important -~ if not more important —— among
Jews as among Americens at large., Publicity in its usually understocd forms is perhaps
the least effective means of molding sound public opinion. These suggestione point in
the direction of a more solid program,

A, Contact with Jewish Communities

At the present time, each of the Zionist orgemisations compoeing the Emergency Comm-
ittee resches its own specisl clientele, largely. Thig is particularly true in the
loeal sphere. Except for extraordinary evente, members of Z.0.A., Hedaseah, Pozale
Zion and Mizrachi ere the only attendante at functions sponesored by these groups,

aven though the speskers are frequently of a calitre to attract a much wider amdience.

The Zionist movement depende for its strength on its mass character. Unfortunately,
this necessary emphasie has sometinmes diverted attention from the fect that it is
also desirable to win the support of leaders in the commmunity whn are not already
sympathetic, Moreover, such leaders, in the communal, financial, cultural sphere
have a capacity for good — or for harm — greater than their numerical stremgth,
Jjust because of the prestige they enjoy. These men are to be found in the leadership
of Jewish Welfare Funds, Federations, Jewish clubs, B'nai B'rith Lodges and similar
ﬂl‘:mp-h

Through the Speakers' Burean, hereafter described, an effort would be made to coordin-
ate the schedules of speamkers already booked by local Zionist groups so that they
could, during their vislt to a particular community, also talk to one of these other
groups on ite own grounds,

A key 1list would be composed of some five thousand active communal workers, not nec~
esaarily Zioniste. These people would be kept informed of major developments, by
letters, basic pleces of literaturs and special requests for seeistance in particu-

lar flelds.

B. Contmct with the Geperal Commupity

Prestige is a basic asset in publicity, whatever form it takes. The Emergency Comm—
ittee has launched a variety of enterprises, American Palestine Committee, Clergy
Committee, Writers' Committee, etec. The functioning of these is haphazard, if not
abortive, The suepices are vague.

Bgcanse reaching the general commnity with a sound, dignified presentation of the
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Zinnist case i# one of the basic essentials of the effort te win through, a person-
ality of outstanding reputation must be associated with the program,

The name of James &, McDonald is suggested. His headquarters could be in New York
or Washington, as he preferred. His background ae former President of the Foreign
Policy Resociation, as former League of Nations High Commissiomer for BRefugees, as
a radio commentator makes his selection obvions. Whether he would accept an assign-
ment of this kind is another msatter, But he should be approached. But before dolng
so, the E,C. should make up ite mind that this will involve (a) an honorarium be-
fitting the reputetion of the man; (b) an expenditure balance that might be expected
for an ambassador of this type; end (¢) a readiness to give him wide opportunities
for action, once basic policlies were decided on.

Under Mr, McDonald or a similar personality, the Publicity Departmsnt and other de-
partments of the E.C. would function! 4in the isemance of a bulletin- for the part-
ienlar clientele invelved, specialized publicity, occcasional functions, ete.

C. Contect with Government

Personal relationship is the moast enduring form of promotion for a ceuse. It ie in
that sphere that local branches of the Emergency Committee can have their greatdet
usefulness. Each committee will be asked to have regular contact with its Senator
or Representative. Through the local committees, special letters will be sent
calling attention to vital situations, Literature will be set. Once ar, each
such committee will arrange a function in honor of the lncal legielator, be he Ben-
ator, Representative ar Governor, These men cannot be neglacted for a decade or
two and expectad, in a erisis, (8) to know all about Palestine anfl ite relation

to the Jews and (b) to go out of their way to be helpful, The cultivation of their
knowledge, intelligence and generoue human instirts is a yvear-round eseentiml. If,
then, crises arise and immediate appeals are necessary, a representative or a dele-
gation from the local E.C. can then go to Washington to make a bid for support ——
a bid that is strengthensd if there has bheen thias econtact previously.

IV, SPEAKERS' BUREAU

The splken word is more effective than the written word in reaching the piiblic., But
much of the Zionist spoken word has been addressed on a hit-oremiss basis. It 1ie,
thersflore, suggested that a central speakers' burean be establisghed. Aite purposes
shall be: -

(a) to recelve the itinerary from all Zionist organizations of the Epeakers
they are using, such lists, where available, to be obtained far in advance.

(b) these speakers, while visiting a town, will be asked to address a special
non-Jewish group: clergymen, Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanls, Rotary, etc.
etc. The local E. C. will be utilized to obtain maximum publicity for such
gpeeches,

(2) these speakers will, in addition to speaking for the particular Zionmist
organization, also be asked to meet with another group, consisting of local

Jewish lsaders, where the two meetings will not have the same type of attend-
ance. ]

(&) all such speakers when talking under the suspices of the E.C., will be kept

;giggzgiduinﬂiga :ﬁﬁi %;iau and policies, so that a uniform picture may be
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(e) In addition to using these other speakers, for the sake of economy and
avoidance of duplication, the E.C. will also have a special group of
speakers -- volunteer or fee speakers -- whom 1t will route into key
cities for special occasions ae well as on regular tours, The aim will
be to avoid duplication of activities already carried on by loesl Zionist
Eroups,

(f) A careful check will be kept on all Jewish conventions of & national
character and an effort made, through friends in each of the organizations,
to get a Zioniet speaker on the program to deal with Jewish aspirations,
achievemente and political problems in Palestine,

There are scores of American organizations engeged in post-war research and
planning, Some of these bodles are governmental; others semi-publiec; others
private, Their findings, their outlook will help determine the shape of the
post-war world, The Emergency Committee cannot be effective by itself, It
should try to ulilize the understanding and support of these other arganl:atinnn
in a systematic way. Bodies like the Free World Association, League of Hations
Union, English-Spesking Union, American Legion, Federal Union, ete, have in-
fluence in verious fislds. It 4s essential that an effort be made in each

case to have one Zionist accept an important post im connection with the post-
war planning of these orgenizationa, It wvitl probably be necessary to go outside
the framework of the Emergency Committes in some instances to fit personalities
into the specinl character of the organization, That person would Be, in
essence, the liaison between the E.C, and the other organizetion, He could re-
port to the E,C, on what ig being done; in turn, he could report to the other
organization on Zionist plans, defend or further the Zionist point of view,
submit suggestions, litersture, etc. - Each such representative will have to

be earefully selected: for hies sensze of responsibility, his understanding of

the Zionist program and his congenislity with the particular non-Jewich
organization invelwed,

B.Jewish

What ie sald of non-Jewish organizations ie also true of Jewish bodies. ﬂhnr
mambers of the Emergency Committee are also affiliated with these other organiza-
tione, e.g. Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Jewish War Veterans, Jewish
Welfare Eoard, National Council of Jewish Women, etec. ete, It is essential that
a reprecentative of the E, L., wvhether now a member of that body or not, shounld
be specifically designated as a liaison officer with the other organization, to
report back to the E.C, and, in turn, to serve as an informed spokesman for the
Zionist point of view on administrative bodies of these other orgenizatioms,

Y1 EESEARCH CENTER

The lack of a research center for specific Zionist purposes must be remedied. In
conjunction with the Zionist Archives, there should be astablished a Research Center,
headed by & competent Director. The staff would do nothing else but correlate all
material relating to Zionist political aspirations and pledges to Zioniets before,
during and after the last war. All important pronouncements, documents, literature,
Arab as well as Jewish, would be compiled and theroughly indexed for instant
availability.
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All current information on and sbout Palestine and the whole of the Fear and Middle
East, insofar as it has a bearing on Palestine, would be similerly collated and in-
dexed. The Research Center would also be used, of course, for the compilation of
material for speeches and other factual data.

A link would be created between the Research Center and the research departments
of all other post-war planning bodies; with the intention of providing for a full
exchange of material and facilities. Any factual presentation of the Zioniet
case, before American anthorities or at the peace conference, is inconceivable
without such a fully-financed, adequately-staffed Research Center, sble to pro-

vide geographic, demographic, economic, industrial, ete. information at a moment's
notice.

Yi1 CGAFAIGN FOR FUNDS

A program such as is ontlined ebove will involve unprecedented sums of money.
The Emergency Committee mmst decide how much Palestine iz worth to hold for Jews.
There is no other source from which the funds can be obtained in adequate supply
except through the public. A cempaign for funds by the E.C. 18 desirsble and
practicable for these reasons:

(1) The present economic situation is responsible :for & surplus of funds,
Individuals are prepared to give such funde in unusuel degree, if the
cause is deemed worthy, if adequate grganizetion is perfected to raise
these funds, .

(2) Present reliance for funds on other agencies which mppeal to the public
for Palestine purposes means a limitation on the sums aveilable and
leads to gisunderstanding of the validity of the purposes to which the
money is out.

(3)but the most importent reason for conducting 2 public campaign for funds
is that it can be the most powerful instrument for creating a better
understanding among Jews of just what the position is with respect to
Falestine and with respect to post-war Jewish prospects,

The launching by the E,C, of a campalgn for $1,000,000 will in itself

be the fineot step toward educating American Jewry in the dangere

faced not by the Zionist movement as such but by Jews whose hope of
purvival is buried if Palestine is closed, Arpound such a campaign for
funds can de built an even better program of education for the general
community as well as the Jews, Morsover, people who give funds to a
purpese have a c¢loser indentification with it. Never was it so important
to make Jews feel that they have a personal stake in the post-wer achleve-
ment of EZionist aims,
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LEADERS OF REFORM JEWRY VOICE DEMANDS CONCERNING PALESTINE AND JEWISH RIGHTS IN EUROFI

CINCINATTI, June 10, (JTA)== A declaration of principles outlining its policy
on the position of European Jewry and Falestine after the war was issued here today
by the executive board of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations in connection
with the fortheoming American Jewish Conference.

Expressing the hope thet the American Jewish Conference will attain unity
on problems concerning Palestine snd the post-war rights of the Jews in Europe, the
declaration reaffirms "positive sympathy with the eagerness to cooperate in the up=-
building of Palestine as stated in the resolution adopted at the Uniont's 35th bien-
nial eocuncil in ¥ew Orleans in 1537." In this resolution the UAHC urged Ameriecan
Jews, "irrespective of ideoclogical differences,” to unite in the activities leading
to the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine. It also urged its consti-
tuencies "to give financiel end moral support to the work of rebuilding Palestine,"

"Since the adoption of this resolution,” the declaration of principles reads,
"the situation of world Jewry has tragioally deteriorated, and the part that Palese
tine must now play has become correspondingly more significent.”

Civie Equality, Rehabilitation, Resettlement Demended for Europesh Jews

With regard to the Jewish position in a liberated Eurcpe, the Declarstion of
Frinciples advances the following program to the American Jewish Conference:

ls Yo pemce to follow this war can be just or enduring unless, as for all
other men, it provides for Jews complete civic equelity, guarantee of the right of
worship, end full parity of economie¢ opportunity.

2. In view of the especially tragic condition of the Jews in Europe, excep=
tional measures need to be taken by A Commission of such a concert of nations as
shall be established after the war, to rehabilitate and to restore the Jews of
Europe to a full share in European life,

3« Even with this, great masses of Jews in Europe will be in such & deplor=
able condition after the war that their plight can be alleviated only be resettle=-
ments A world in which persccution and slaughter of lerge masses of Jews have been
pessible, owes those remaining alive the right to find a place where they cen live
in peaces This task will be of such magnitude that it will be capable of solution
enly by the united effort and with the united aid of the nations of the world.

Wents Palestine Under Stewardship of "Concert of Nations"

The UAHBC executive board urges also that the American Jewlsh Conference
attain sgreement on the following cbjectives;

l. Provision shall be made for large scale immigration inte FPalestine
regulated, in cooperotion with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, by such a concert
of nations as shell be established after the war,

2+ Palestine sholl remain under the stewardship of this concert of netions
until it shall become possible to establish self-government without jeoperdizing
the rights or status of ony group in Palestine.

3+ ©Such m government shall be demooratic and non-sectarimn, modeled upon
the governments of the demoeratic nations. There shall be complete separation of
Chureh and State. The inviolability of the holy places of the various religions
ghall be puarenteed,
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ZIONIST GROUPS REACH AGREEMENT ON ZOA PRESIDENCY3 DR. WISE ANNOUNCES CONDITIONS

NEW YORK, Auge 6e(JTA)=- The guestion of who shall be named president of
the Zionist Qrganizetion of Americe at its fortheoming convention in September
was settled today to the setisfection of all intercstud groups, Dr. Stephen S.
Wise ennounced in & special stetements He revealed thrt Dr. lsrael Goldstein
will be nominsted for the Z.0,A. presidency, while Dy. Abta Hillel Silver will
be summoned to politicel leadership in the American Ermergency Committee for
Zionist Affeirs. [Dr. Wise's statement reads;

"In the midst of the serious problems faeing the Zionist movement at this
time end on the eve of the forthooming convention of the Zionist Qrgamization of
America, I felt it ineumbent upon me to do what lay in may power toward achieving
the meximum degree of unity joined with the meximum effeetiveness in the conduct
of Zionist affairs., Having conferred at length with my colleagues in the
leadership and the resprecentatives.of warious groups in the Zienist Organization
of America, it is a source of deepest satisfaction to me to be able to announce
thet we now find ourselves in complete mccord on the following program.

"Ry generel agreement among leaders of all groups Dr. Israel Goldstein,
after many years of faithful and gifted service within the Zionist movement and
particularly as head of the Jewish National Fund, is planned end expected to be
the only nominee f'or the Presidency of the Zionist Organizetion of America at its
forthecoming convention in September.

"similarly, it is plenned and expected that with the concurrence of all
parties, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, for
long one of the mo:t distinguished figures in Zioniam, will be summoned to leader=
ship in the sphere of politicel affeirs by becoming the co-chairman with me of
the American Emergency Commitiee for Zicnist Affeirs snd assuming also the chair=
manship of its Executive Committee, the body responsible for the centralized direa-
tion of our politicel efforts.”

WILDER CITIZENSHIP KEQUIRENMENTS FOR REFUGEES IN AMENICAN COUNTRIES _ EXPECTED

WASHINGTON, Augs 6e(JTA)== A reconmendastion thrt all the republics of
the Americes make their citizenship more freely availelde to refugees mey soon
be considered by the Emergency Advisory Committee for Folitical Defense, now
consulting here with officials of the United States Goverrment., The committee
wes created as a result of the Third Meeting of American Ministers of Foreign
Affairs at Rio de Janeiro in Jamuery, 1542, end has been in continuous session
since April of that year,

Some of the Americen nations, notebly Mexico, deny citizenship to all
persons of Axis origin, whether or not they are refugees. This makes it difficult
for refugees to eern a living, especially if they are professional men. In this
country, and in several cthers, the practise is to judge each case on its merits,
The naturalization of more than 100,000 persons who are technieally "enemy aliens"
is now in process here,

NEW YORK POST OFFICE EMPLOYEES GIVE $12,000 TO UNITED JEWISH AFFEAL

NEW YORK, Aug. 6.(JTA)=- Post-office employeces here presented a check for
$12,000 to the United Jewish Appeal at a victory rally this weck in the Hotel
Fennsylvenia, it was announced today.
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AMERTCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY OODUNCIL
Associated organizationes: TIOWIST ORGANI FATION OF AMERICA
HADASSAH - VMIZRACHI- POALE-ZION

41 RAST &23nd STREST MEW YORK WTRRAY HILY. 2=116&0

The American Zionint Bmergency Councll has reorganized
in & move to decentralize responsibility and to speed mobilization
of a1l forces in American Jewry to further Jewlah sapirations in
Palostine, it was announced today by Dr. Abba Hillel Bilver,
chairman of the executlive committes.

Fourtesen committees have besn eatablished to earry
forward an unprecedented program to win *hnn opinion in America.
The immadiate objective of all the committess is to wark for the
abandonment of the White Paper policy under which Great Britain
would shut off all Jewlish immigratien ints Palestine by lay 1944,

The basle difference in the new plan of operation
for the Bmergency Council is that it will eall for meximum sffort
by local Jewish commnities instead of concentrating the pewgram
in the hands of the Qouncil itself. The Council now comprises
the Zionist Organization of Amaries, Hadassah, Poale Ziom and
Migrachi.

The committees and chairmen announced by Dr. Bilver
following approval by the edecutive committes of the Coumcil
include: PFinance and Personnel, Charles J. Rosenbloem, Pittsburgh,
Chaiynan; Community Contmcts, Joel Gross, Newsnrk; Cormittes
on Ohristian Clergy, Rabni Philip 8. Barnstein, Rochester;

Amarican Palestine Committes, Herman Shulman; Comittee on
Economic Resources, Bmanuel Neumann; Committee on Contact with
Allied Post-war Groups, Mrs. Rose Halprin; Resesarch, Mrs. Rose
Jacobs; Fress, Hoyim Greenberg; Publications, Louis Lipeky;
Committes for American-Jewish Religious Foroces, Rabbi Wolf Gold;
Fost-war Political Planning, Robert Bxold; Committes for
Intellectual Mobilization, Rabbi WMilton Steinberg; Bpecisl Bervices
and Events, Meyer W. Welsgal; and Committes on Labor Relations;,
Ohairman to be designated.
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June 28, 1943

Dr. Stephen 5, Wise
35 E. 62nd St.
New York, N.Y.

My dear Dr. Wise:

When I attended tne recent sessions
of the Executive of the American Jewlish
Conference, Judge Proskauer asked me to.have
luncheon with him, and discussed with me the
Zionist question at the forthcoming Confersnce.
He was interested in my views a«nd asxed me
to send him a memorandum. Upon my return
to Cleveland I had a note from him repeating
the request. I sent him the enclosed latter
which I thought may be of interest to you.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordielly jours,

AlS3BE
Enc.



EMANUEL MEUMANN
745 WEST END AVENUE
HEW YORK

July 1, 1943

Dr, “pba Hillel Silver
The Temple

Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

Thanks for your note of the 29th, and the copy
of your letter to Proskauer, which I have carefully read.
I think it ies a splendid and cogent statement. I take it
you are sending copies to Wise, Goldmann, et al.

I shall be writing you soon again,

As ever,

Faithfully yours,

C’\\-‘g*-— *-A.;{.L«L&j—‘{-_____‘

Emanuel Neumann



FORTY NDT CHAMBERS ITRIET
\ (COPY) Room 527
|’ NEW YORK, NEW YORK

I August 10, 1943

Dear Jolleamaa:

We purnosely refreined Trom any publis aritation in conneetion with the Presidency of
the Zionist Orzenization of Americam, exeeptingz the wire which was sent to you & few
days ago. It was assumed months sgo that Dr. Israel Doldstein, who has made a
distinguished record in the Zionist movement - as President of the Jewish Hational
Fund, a3 Vice=president of the Zionist Orzanizstion of America, eand ss Co=ghairmen of
the United Palestine Apnesl - would be the successor to Jud:ze Louis E. Levinthal. We
did not deem it desirable to Torm any commitiees for his sleation, nor was a sinzle
public stetement made in the press, because of the zeneral szreement thet he would be
the next President.

1, 1t waes sgreed by the Zionist lesders in this country thet Tr. Soldstein would
F suceeed Judze lLevinthel, who hes ziven us en elficient, progressive Administration.
Undar his leadership our Orzanlizetion hes grown in numbersa. We todey have the largest
membership in the last two decedes. The reforms that were dntroduced within the
organizetion, efter much strusile, have been mainteined end stirensthened under Judze
Levinthal's leadership, The mounting defieit, which had impeded our progress over a
period of many years and served as a crushing burden nassed on from one administration
to another, has now been wiped out. I[he reorganizstion of the Heren Fayesod was
effectusted. The work for the Jewish “'etional Tund has shown marked prosress. e heve
earried on & vigorous prosram Top the edunstion of olr Tbuth throuszh the Youth
Commission, in whieh we have\teken.a leadln: part, Nem grnwing Torsea within the
orgenizastion are beinz mobilized throuzhout the country to make their imnress upon
publiec opinion, Jewish snd non=Jewish, for our csuse.

2, "hen suddenly a Committes sponsorins the ¢cendidacy of Or. Abba Fillel Gilver as
President wes formed, it ceke gs @ commlcte suroriseé. -The communicstions which were
sent out, together with the nress releases, coming on the eve ol the American Jewish
sJonference, naturally aroused & =zood dssl of misunderstandinz. lany of those who
egeapted membership on the Dr. Zilver Comnittee were not sware that Dr. Goldsteln was
a gendidete for the Presidenoy. When Judse Levinthel, who wes oo tour on the Pecifie
eoast, wes Inlormed of developmente, he sent the followins wire which was never made
sublic:

FOR SEVERAL NOWIHS NOW ZIONIZSTS L"""“""T""TU" I'HE SOTITIRY ENTEUSIASRICAEY
BAILED THE TEPORT THAT DR. GOLDSTE WiS T0 BE QUR NEXT PRESITENT. THE
GHOICE TAS WADE *’.."‘In'."-'l';f ) OUR 'EH..Z;'..-’;}UE AND IH E73. PERSONMALLY
ZONVINGED ?IJﬂI ' CONVINCED ZIONIST CAUSE WILL SF BESI SERVED BY HIS
ELECTION. ©E NEED SELFLESS DEVOTION AND UNFLINCHING LOYALTY. RE EAS
THE CAPACITY AWD GIFTS OF LEADERSHIP WAICE WE TRED AT THIS SRITICAL
JUNCTURE. FOPE ALL WILL UNITE BEFIND HIM AND THAT YOU AND OTHER
\ LEADERE WILL DO ALL I YOUE POWER T0 INSUHE CONTINULD PHOGRESS OF

Z. 0. A, BY SUPPORTING DHE. GOLDSTEIN,

d« Urged publicsly to asnnounce his candidacy, DUr. Soldstein dezided first to exert his
best afforts to avoid & contest. Desnite the many mesaezea pledging support to him from
meny ~erts of the country, Dr. Goldstein felt that this was not the time to engege in

an internal struzzle.

4, On August &, 1943, Or. Stephen S. Wise, Cheirmsn of the American Emergency Committee
for ZTonist Affeirs, snd founder of the Zionist Orgenization of Zmerice, masde the
following stetement:
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"In the midst of the serious problems Tecins the Zionist lovement st this time and on
the eave of the fortheoming Convention of the ZOA, I felt it incumbent upon me to do

whet ley in my power towerd schlevinz the meximum effectiveness in the conduct of
Zionist affairs., Iaving conferred st lenzth with my colleszue in the lesdership snd the
representatives of warious zroups in the Z0A, it is s source of deepest satisfaction to
me to be able to announce that we pnow find ourselves in commlete accord on the following
program:

"By zenersl egreement smonz leaders of sll grouns, Dr. Israel Goldstein, efter meny
years of feithful and gifted service withing the Zionist movement apd particularly as
hesd of the Jewish HNetionel Fund, is expected to be the only nmominese for the Presidency
of the Zionlst Orzenizetion of Americe at its forthecoming Joanvention in Sentember.

"Similarly, it is expected that with the concurrence of sll nerties, Jr. 4Abba FHillel
Silver, Chairmen of the United Peslesiine Aopeal, for long one of the most distinguished
figures in Zionism will be summoned to lesdership in the sphere of politicel effairs
by becoming Co~cheirmen with me of the ameriean Emergency Committee for IZionilst Affeirs
and assuming also the Chairmenship of its Executive Committee, the body responsible
for the sentralized direstion of our nolitical efforts. '

"It 1s hardly necessary to dwell unon the fer-reschins significance of this accord and
of the nromise which it holda for our movement in the critiecel deys which lie ashead.
We shell, I am persuaded, face the approasching hour of dscision ma a united body under
8 coursgzeous, militsnt and effective lesdershin.”

The forezoing statement wes issued after Dr, Silver had agreed to withdraw kis name as
e candidate.

5. Dr. Goldstein is now the unenimous ¢holce for President of the Zioniist Orgenizetion
of America., Fe has gained valusbla experience in organization work. Under his leedership
the zeins which have been ours under Judze Levinthal's Administration and those who
preceded him will be mainteined and advenced. e are cominz to the Convention united as
one movement, determined to earry out the great task which faces us., W¥e are for a
maximum Zionist prozram, not cnly in word but in deed. We will have a fighting,
azzressive Administration to fizht the White “ener end for the esteblishment of a

Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, We must come to Columbus prepared to give Dr. Goldatein
the fullest sunport to which he i3 entitled.

fe will be gled to heer from you and we will keep you in touech with further developments,
Sincaraly yours,
I02ERT 37010 DANTIEL THISCH

49 Chembers St., room 527.
Hew York, T.T.
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U.S, URGES ENGLAND TO BAR DISCUSSIONS ON PALESTINE FOR THE DURATION, PEARSON REPORIS

WASHINGTON, Auge 9+(JTA)=- Official cireles in Washington are astir with

intrigue regerding the question of Palestine, it wes disclosed today in an ertiele
by Drew Pearson, noted Washington solumnisat,

"Ex=Secretary of VWar Pat Hurley and the State Department are in hot debote
over Palestine end the Jews," the erticle reveals. "Zionist leaders are upset
over & proposed statement by the U,S, and Britlsh Governments, berring eny further
discussion now of Jewish scttlement in Palestines Churchill and Eden oppose

barring further discussion of the guestion, but the State Department is pushing
thl—.m.

"The question arose efter Fat Hurley, now e Major General, visited Arabdia,
where he celled on the famous chieftain, Itn Scud, now recognized as the most
powerful of Arabs. He spoke strong words sgoinst the Jews in Palestine, scid he
was determined to drive them from all Areb lands. Hurley reported he told Ibn
Soud, diplometieslly, he agreed.

"After Hurley's return to the 1,5., the State Department prepared a new
poliey for approval of the White liouse and the British Government to bar further
discussion of Pnlestine and the Jews until after the war," Mr. Pearson stotes.
"The Stete Depertment men who prepered and pushed it ereg

"l. Wellace Murrey, Hull's political adviser on the Neecr Esst, ardent
champion of the King of Italye

"2. fdolf Berle, Ascistant Seeretery of Stote, originsl Brain Truster,
who began some time ago to "build up =n serics of buffor states in Hungery and
Poland egainst Russin.

"3, Horold Hoskins, former chiefl investigator Tor Berlc, now in the Army,
who was raised in Syris, where his fnther was an official in the Syrian Protestant
College, Beirut, and expert on the Arabie lenguege. When in the Stete Depertment,
Hoskins, an admirer of the irabs, was sent by Berle to Copitol Hill to interview
Congressmen who had signed the Zionist petition for a Jewish army.

"This new policy, when sent to London, got e rebuff, but under pressure
from Weshington, Churchill and Eden yielded, Mr, Fearson writes.

Rabbi Wise fippeels to President Roosevelt to Postpone Decision

"News of this maneuvering lecked out end nlarmed some of the Presidont's
close advisers," Mr. Pearson continuess "Vhilc many of them do nct necesssrily
believe in Jewlsh settlement in Palestine, they do emphatically believe that the
door should not be closed to discussion of the question, as they belicve it is
heelthy for ell peece problems to be discusscds

"Rebbi Stephen Se Wise ceame to see the President severel deys egos When
he entersd the Executive Office, the State Department's proposed pelicy was lying
on the Fresident's desk, aweiting his approval,

"Rebbi Wise persusded Rooscvelt to postpone decision for o while and-the
metter is in obeyonces The Stete Deportment hos been trylog to get Seerctery of
¥Wiar Stimson to support Hulls Stimson rcplied thet he favored o frenk discussion
but hes not yiclded."

Mr. Peorson alsc discloses thet Senotor Langer of N.De scrved notice that
il +he State Depertment puts through its plen, he will demend an investigation.
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INDEPENDENT -
JEWISH PRESS SERVICE, Inc. 207 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY
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CONFERENCE HEARS DEMAND FOR JEWISH COMMONWEALTH

Dr, Silver Emphaglzes Democracy Does Not Imply Unanimity But
Willingness of Minority To Submit to Decision of Majority

New York (JP8) ==~ The establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palog=-
tine was presented to the Amorican Jewish Confercnce as an objective
which it must lncorporate into its program for postwar Jewry, it was
doclared by Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, Chalmman of the Executive Committee
of the Emergency Committee for Zioniast Affairs, and by other speakeras
at the Monday night session, which began a consideration of the role of
Palestine in the postwar Jewlsh world,

Tha Conferecnce heard a sories of addresscs in which tho Jow=
ish achlevements in Palestine were praised and the need for the
strengthening of the political structure underlying the Jewlsh Homeland
was urged. Speakers at the Palestine sesslon included: Judge Louis
Levinthal, Presidcnt of the Zionist Organization of America, who pre-
gided, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Rabbl James G. Heller, Israecl Goldberg,
Solomon Goldman and Dr, Abba Hillel Silver,

In the course of his address Dr.Silver asked why it is that
certaln groups feel that if agreemont i1s given to thelr views, that is
unity, whercas if he asked for agrcement with hia views, that would be
ﬂisunity. He sald: "the Jews may be comforted with the hope that the
Atlantic Charter and the Four Frecdoms will bring healing to the Jewish
people.” He warned those who were "turning away from loyalty to
dreams,” rominding them of the "millenial homelessness and persccution
of the Jews. Discusslon of the present situation as an immcdiate
emcrgency loses eight of history," he continued, "Actually the Jewlsh
plight is a porsistent emergency which can never be permancntly dis—
posed of until the basic solution 1s provided."

He warned the Conference of "intellectual confusion under a
thick blanket of appecals to Jewish unity and affability. The only solu-
tion for Jewlsgh homelessness," he declared, "is a National Home, This
does not mean mercly opportunities for refugees or new lands for coloni-
zation," he added.

Reviewing the background of the Balfour Declaration, he clted
statemonts of Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, Woodrow Wilson and others
to point out that they thought of the Declaratlon in terms of the ulti-
mate establishment of a "Jewish Commonwealth" or a "Jewisgh State," with
specific use of thosc phrases. "The Declaration was not intended as a
scheme to aid immigration but as a political national act," he obscrved.
"Why has therc suddenly ariscn a mortal fear of using the tcrm VJewish
Commonwealth,? wheon this phrasc (Continued on Page 2)
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had already become part and parcel of intornational legal language
twenty and twonty-five yoars ago?" he asked, "Thosc who oppose the
phrase on the alleged ground of unlty have never really reconciled
themselves ©o the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate and are still
trying to avoid their rcalization,”

Referring to the use of the word "fdeology" to dismiss the
Zionist program, Dr, Silvecr asked whether 1t was an ideoclogy to express
"the natural normal hope and dosire of the Jewlsh people to live a
normal exlistence. It 1ls they who are motivated by 1deologies who ask
for the rcpudiation of the intornational covenant made with the Jows."

Advocating "unity in Isracl,"™ he sald that this unity was for
a "total Jewlsh program to include reii ef, rescue, rcconstruction and
natlonal restoration and not a unity for a fraction of that pro

which makes a mockery of the whole programs All elements of the total
program are woven together and cannot be separated, There cannot bo
Immigration without political rights; there can be no political rights
without recognition of the historic connection of the Jewish people
with Palestine,"

At one point he remarked with respect to the Colonial Office
that "1% and the Arabs for the moment scem to be synonymous.," He
wphasized that the Yishuv is aakin§ American Jewry for strong support
aivanted %o know whether American Jewry intended "to let the Yighuv
down. A cry of "Nol" was heard through the room in reply fto a scries
nf questlons along these lines,

In closing, Dr. S8ilver said: "I am for unity, but unity of
actlon in a danccratlc organization depends not upon unanimity but upon
the willingness of the minority to submit to the decislion of the
majority.

"The immemorial problem of our national homelessness, the
principal source of our millonial tragedy remaing as stark and as menao=
ing today as it ever was, Yet some Jows are again trying to circumvent
it with wishful thinking.,"

Hc observed that the Confercnce "has no power to enforcc ite
deecisiona®™ but warned that "there is tremendous moral authority in this
golemn conclave, The minority will not lightly disregard the will of
the majority when its will hee been reglstercd.”

c ta Gol n's A [

Dr, Nahum Goldmann, director of the Washington office of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine, stressed the point that "the Jewlsh Agency
has never been in favor of cnforced Jewlsh immigration into Palestine.
We have always opposed the Revisionlst theory of Jewlsh evacuation
Trom Burope == but Just as we opposc thls, we have to raise our volces
agalnst any attempt on the part of the Unlited Natlons to cnforcc ro-
ratriation on those Jews, many of whom, 1if not the majority, will re-
fuse to go back to the countries of thelr persccution to rciiva the
nightmare and risk similar expericnces for their children or grends
children," he continued. "Nothing, 1t scoms to me, is more realisgbtic
than to demend the right for every BEuropean Jeow to choose cither ro=-
patriation ~» immigration into Palcstine. And let mo utter a word of
warning against a policy which would dispeorse Jewish postwar immigras
tion, eithor by directing it (Qantinued on Pagc 3)
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HIGHLIGHTS OF CONFERENCE SPEECHES

(lotable passages from the addresses delivered at the Hotel Waldorf-
Astoria, New York during the American Jewlsh Conference, August 29-
September £, 1943)

% ® W ® W

"Will of Majority Must Prevail: Dr. Abb el Silver"

"Unity in Israel . . . 1s for a total Jewlsh program to in-
clude relief, rescue, rasconstruction and national resgtoration and net
a unity for a fraction of that program which makee a mockery of the
whole program. All elements of the total program are woven together
and cannot be separated. There cannot be immigration without political
rights; there can be no political rights without recognition of the
historic connection of the Jewleh people with Palestine. . . . I am
for unity, but unity of action in a democratic organization depends
not upon unanimlty bBut upon the willingness of the mlinority to submlt
to the declsion of the majority. . . . The Conference has no power to
enforce its deciglons but there is tremendous moral authority in this
solemn conclave. The minority will not 1lightly disregard the will
of the majority when i%s will has been registered.,”

UJewish Home ot Inte ional: Dr. Nahum Goldmann®

iThe Jews never intended to set up in Palestine a kind of in-
ternational state with Jewes all over the world citizens of it. The
chief aspect of Zionism is territorial. It wants to concentrate a part
of the Jewish people, as many as possible, in a country of their ownm,
where they would 1live their own normal, national life. The Jewish
Commonweslth in Palestine, legally and politically, will be the Common-
wealth of those who are there —— then there will remaln the great Jew-
ish diaspora with Jews living as equal citizens in thelr countries
with thelr primary loyalty to those countries, but with a moral an&
gpiritual interest in the Palestinian Jewlsh éammnnwealth. s & « THB
position of the Jewish citizens of varicus countries would be in no
way different from these other groups and all mieinterpretations and
misunderstandings by antl-Zionlist groups to the effect that the Jewish
Commonwealth in Palestine will claim the primary loyalty of the Jews
all over the world, are elther conseclous or unconscious misrepresenta-
tions of the basic aims of Zionism."

L

"Zioniem Vindicated by Events: Judge Louis E. Levinthal

"Public discussion of Zioniem in 1943 need not necessarily
be characterized by appeal to emotion., The cold, hard realities of l1life
during the past ten years have, in my opinion, vindicated all that the
founders of Zionism wrote and uttered years ago. . . . With startling
clarity they probed to the very essence of the Jewish problem. They
were not prophets, (Continued on Page 1i)
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who could foresee the future, but they recognized that given conditions
could lead to given results, and they indicated that the anomalous
posltion occupled by the Jews of Europe in the social, political and
economlc life of their respective countriee, no matter what the degcee
of equality or so-called emancipation, would inevitably lead to certain
dire consequences, The Zionlete have been the first scientific soci-
ologiste of modarn times, recognizing a problem and advocating a plann-
ed correction.”

B T

"Open Gates of Palestine: Israel H. Goldberg"

"The Jewish Labor Committee insists that the gates of Palee-
tine be kept open for Jewish immigration. It regards the White Paper
as a product of appeasement and as an instrument of race discrimina-
fion. The Jewlsh Labor Committee demands the immediate annulment of
the White Paper. Insofar as a definite Labor Committee program for
Palestine i1s concerned, thie takes two specific formse: First, we de-
c¢lare our solidarity with organized Jewish labor in Palestine and sup-
port 1te demands for Jewish immigration and colonizatlon. Secondly,
we demand free Jewish immigration, land purchase and colonizatlion in
Palestine. With regard to the ultimate objectlve, the Jewlsh Labor
Committee takes no Btand, because there 1s no unanimlty among 1ts mem-
bers on this subject.”

- me = e =

5 g P - A bi gs G. Heller"

"The Conference must not permit itself to be broken on the
rock of insensate partisanship. . . . Individual conceptions should
not tﬁke precedence over the consideration of the totallty of Jewlsh
life.
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e Meyer W, Weisgal _ Septemter 8, 1949
Care of or Apt. No. Room 708 - 41 E. 42nd St.
Street and No. New York
Place
DO ROT BELIEVE MEETING DELEGATION HULL SHOULD BE POSTPONED MUCH LONGER.

EXECUTIVE OF REFORM CONGREGATIONS WILL NOT UEET BEFORE OCTOBER §. AMERICAN

JENISH COMMITTEE MAY NOT RATIFY PALESTINE RESOLUTION, VALUE OF VISIT

GﬂHuISTE IN PRESENTING AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT SENTTMENT AND DECISIONS OF

CONFERENCE TO HULL, HENCE REGARD WISE PRELIMINARY VISIT AND POSTPONEMENT

OF DELEGATION VISIT AS INADVISABLE,

. I8 K =l e U IR

WANT A REPLY?

“Answer by WESTERN UNION"
or similar phrases may be
included without charge.

Sender's address 3 Sender’s telephone
for reference nesmber
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Mackay Radio LS .. Qi dmerica Cables

TELEFHOMNE YOUR TELEGRAMS LLIH ercial Cab
TO POSTAL TELEGRAFH

Form 1§

He NBAG6 ZR188N (NINE) 76 NL=ZR NEWYORK NY 7=l

DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER=
THE TEMPLE [CLEVELAND OHIQ)=

AFTER DISCUSSING MATTER WITH WISE MONSKY OTHERS

Canadian Pacific Teleqraphs

THIS IS A FULL RATE TELEGRAM, CABLE.
GRAM OR RADIOGRAM UNLESS OTHERWISE
INDICATED Y SYMBOL IH THE PREAMBLE
OR N THE ADDRESS OF THE MESSAGE

Sy MM S DESIGHATING SERYICE SELECTED
ARE OUTLIMED M THE COMPANY 'S TARIFFS
O HAND AT mmmu!lmﬂ'lm
REGULATORY AUTHORITIES.

2 VICTORY
M BUY

UNITED
STATES
A

THE TOTALITY OF CONFERENCE DECISIONS SHOULD BE PRESENTED TO
SECRETARY OF STATE THAT A MEETING SHOULD TAKE PLACE LATER IN
THE MONTH PREFEREABLY AFTER REFORM CONGREGATIONS AND AMERICAN
JEWISH COMMITTEE VWILL HAVE HAD TIME TO RATIFY CONFERENCE
DECISIONS WISE HOWEVER WILL SEE HULL ALONE THURSDAY OFF THE
RECORD PURELY AS A PERSONAL VISIT TO ARRANGE FOR THIS LATER
REGULARLY CONSTITUTEE DELEGATION OF THE CONFERENCE REGARDS=

L‘-}_': >

Efel's

AT WAS AGREED THAT
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\‘J Oft I THE ADDRESS OF THE MESSAGE.

B SYMBNS DESIGHATING SERVICE SCLECTED
AR CUTLINED MM THE COMPANY 'S TARIFFE
Of HAND AT EACH OFFICE AND On FILE WITH
REGULATDRY AUTHORITIES,

TELEPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS
TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH

| ¥orm 16 -

HeNB362 MB85N (FIVE) 22=MBWUT NEWYORK NY 15 450P=

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER THE TEMPLE=
ANSEL ROAD % E. 105TH ST (CELVELAND OHIO)=

APPOINTMENT MADE DEFINITELY FOR 12 OCLOCK NOON SATURDAY .
DELEGATION MEETS SATURDAY 10:30 AM APARTMENT 246 DORCHESTER

HOUSE 16TH STREET NeWs WASHINGTON. REGARDS=
MEYER W WE1SGAL. !
(38])==

12 10:30 246 16TH
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine e

New York Office: SUITE T08, 41 EAST 428D ST, NEW YORKE 17, N. Y. * MUrray Hill 2-5967 é
Warbington Office
1720 SIXTEENTH ST., N. W. ({J
Ichi 4480 .
i $0 September 8, 1943 d

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cheveland, Ohlo

My dear Rabbl Sllver:
I sent you the followling telegram:

"After discussing matter with Wise Mongky others
it wae agreed that the totality of Conference
decislons should be presented fo Secretary of
State That a meeting should take place later in
the month preferably after Reform Congregatlons
and American Jewish Committee will have had time f
to ratify Conference declslons Wise however will
gee Hull alone Thursday off the record purely as
a persconal vigit to arrange for thie later re-
gularly constituted delegation of the Conference
Regards Welsgal"

;
]

v
{
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I am alegc eending you for your perusal a
copy of a report I sent to Dr, Welzmann on the Conference,
giving him the"inside dope! so to epeak, After you will
have read it, I would appreciate it if you would return
it to me, =

pi—

iﬁ

—

I am also sending you here a copy of a plan
of action I submitted to the Emergency Committee last May
in reseponse to a request by the Publlic Relatlions Depart-
ment to prepare a plan of action for the Emergency GCom-
mittee, ©No conslderation has been given to the plan elther
by the Public Relations Department or the Emergency Com=—
mittee ag & whole, If you will have time to read it be-
fore the Convention in Columbus, I would like to have an
opportunity to discuss 1t with you when we meet gt the
Zionist Convention,

=

fﬁdﬁﬂ;“{
Foh - B foalsirl

With kindest personal regards, I am

.
£o;

Sincerely yours,

i L1
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine

New York Office; SUITE 708, 41 EAST 42ND 5T, NEW Yor 17, N. Y. = MUrray Hill 2-5967

Washington Ofice
1720 SIXTEENTH ST., N. W.
Michigan 4480 September 8, 19435
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P.8., I am enclosing herewith the exchange of
cablee between Dr, Welzmann and yourself in
connection with your election as Chairman of
the Emergency Committee,
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LONDON

RARRI ABBA HILLEL SILVER

THE TEMPLE
CLEVELAND CRIO

MY HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS UPON youn ELZCTION
AS COCHALAMAN WITH DR WISE CF TR= AMERICAN EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS AND AS CHAXRHMAN CF 113
wggUTITE COMMITTEE IT IS AV EVENT FRAUGHT niTH

T L
IGNIFICANCE FOR SUR CAUSE AT THIS CRITICAL MOMENT

'1oN15TH WORLD LOCKS TO ANERICA AND AVERICAN

710N 9% POR POLITICAL gUPPORT STOP I AM CONTIDINT THAT

o WILL PLACE UNRRSERVEDLY AT ZHEE THE DTSPOSAL OR THE

GATISE YOUR GHEAT GIPTS AND THE ~UALITIES OF VISION COURAGE
AND STATESNANCHLE WHAICHE YOU POSSESS AND wHICH THE #OVI-

MDT REQUIRED WARMEST COOT wilHE8 FOR SUCCESS 0F fUUR

WORK AND CCRDiAL RLGARDS

-

CHAINM WEIZMAXN
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' PRESS RELEASE
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

Associated Organizations: Tionist Organization of America
Hadassah » Mizrachl * Poale-Zion

41 EAST 42nd STREET ® NEW YORK ® MURRAY HILL 2-1160
LTt

Tri A M.
For hb"““n“w

DR, WEIZMANN HATLS DR, SILVER'S ELEOTICH

R Ry

Ir. Chaim Welzmann, president of the Werld Zisnist Crganization and
nf the Jewioh Agenoy for Palestins, today in London, England, halled Dr. Abba Eillel
mMivertn elostionm sz so-pchaltman of the Ameripcan Emergency Crmmittes for Zionist

fairs "as an svent fraught with significance for our canse at this oritical mament
when the Zlopist world lonks to Amorics and Americsn Zionism for political support,”

Cabling hia congratulstions to Ir, Silver, whns was alen elected
chalrman of the exocutive eommittes of the Emergency Commities, Ir. Wolzmeon sald:

"I am confidont that you will place unregervedly at the dispomal of
the cansa your great gifts and the gquelitiea of vimion, cowrage and atatesmanship
wnich you possess and wiich the movement requires,”

In reply, Dr. Silvar ocablad:

"Pnr mysolf and my onllesgues in tho leaderahip, as well as for the
whole of American Zionimm, I ssmire you of our unshgkeable resalve to sarry on
ths astruggle for the Tell reoplization of Zlonist aimas recently ondersed by the
wiole of American Jewry through the American Jewlsh Conference, The Zicnlot move—

ment and you as ite lepder may count upnn oo utmest offort and devotion,®

5/3/43
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JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY, INC.
106 Esst 41st St.
New York City

September 9, 1943

CONFIDENTIAL

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th St. at 4Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Doctor Silver:

%ith regard to the matter which interests you most, Nr. Hull's
remerks were as follows:

British and American militery forces have for some time been concerned
with the agitation and restlessness prevailing in Palestine. This
agitetion assumes more and more wehement proportions. We are urging
thet some statement be issued which might succeed in calming down
extremists. The War Department approached us with the suggestiom of

a joint statement. However, the War Department has withdrawn the request
and the idea has been abandoned.

Mr. Hull used the term "abandoned.™ Mr. Hull called in Nr.
Breckinridge Long who, he told me, would give me more details. (iir.
Hull mentioned that I should see Mr. Long every three or four weeks. I
gethered from his remarks that Long mizht succed Sumner Welles.)

Mr. Long, when I asked him about Hoskins, stated that Hoskins
was no longer with the State Department, which had not had sny contact
with him for some time, and that Hoskins was in the army.

Mr. Long confirmed that Ibm Saud is about to come over.

I was told by another very well-informed geltleman that

the man who blocked the measure in the War Department is Mr.
Herbert Bayard Swope.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Jecob Landau
Mensging Director



- MINORITY LEADER OFFICES
i HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, D. Cs

Sept. 14, 1943

Mr. Edward A. Friedburg
34 Ashland St.,
Taunton, Mass.

Dear Mr. Friedburg:!

I have your letter and the emclosed resolutions and thank you
for the same.

I shall be very glad to endorse these Resolutlons to the
Secretary of State.

Ag you probably know, I have on many occasions advocated a
Jewigh Homeland in Palestine. Several months ago, it was my privilege to
be one of fhe speakers at a large meeting in the Statler Eotel in
Washington and I advocated it at that timees

With kind regards, I am

Eincerely yours,

Jogeph W. Martin, Jw
l4th Diet. Massachusetts



Whereas the Congress by jolnt resolution passed without a die-
senting vote and approved September 21, 1922, affirmed that the United

States of America favors the establishment in Palestine of a National
Home for the Jewish people;

Whereas the British mandate over Paleatine adopted in 1920,
ratified by the League of Natione in 1922, waas formally recogniszed by
the United States in the Palestine convention of December 3, 1924 between
this Government and Great Britain}

Whereas the record of the Jewish people in Palestine since 1923
ie one of notable achievement, with desertes reclaimed, modern cities
established, and health, educational, and recreational facilities pro-
vided:

Whereas, the despoilation of the Jews in Westem Europe and the
unspealiable cruelties which they have suffered at the hande of the Nazls,
bringing death to millions., and leaving other millions homelessand penni-
less, has evoked the sympathy of all decent mankind everywhere;

Whereas, & consequenceé of the Nazi savagery toward the Jewish
people is to create conditions which make themaintenance and expansion
of the Jewish Homelandnin Palestine in the post-war ear an even more
pressing necessity than ever before;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, that
the long established policy of the United States in favor of the establishe
ment in Palestine of a National Home for the Jemigh People is hereby
expressly reaffirmed, and that no barriers should be interposed to Jewish

immigration into Paleatine, and further Jewish acquisition of lande there.
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41 EAST 49%nd STREET
N EW YO RKE ClLIY
MURRAY HILL 2-4448

September 16, 1943

I have your telegram but was unable to get to the
office until today because of a bad cold that I contracted in
Columbus, We shall, of course, do everything to satisfy you
in connection with room for the Emergency Committee, It is
rather short notice to get it all arranged by konday, but I
am telcding it up with the renting agent to see if any other
arrangements can be made, and hope to have the entire matter

concluded by Monday, even though the actual removal may take
a few days longer,

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba Hillel Silver:

I wonder whether you saw, in the publie press, the
announcement that Ambassador Lawrence Steinhardt is on his way
back to America, You might remember him as a nephew of Samel
Untermyer, whom I first introduced %o the Zioniet movement some
years ago, during the period of the last war, His sister is
married to my brother, so that I have had the opportumity of
keephg in constant touch with him, In fact, juast about a year
ago, when he was here, before he went to Turkey, at the request
of Dr, Weizmann I brought him over for an hour's vieit with
Dr, Welzmann, which was highly satisfactory. I am certein that
at the proper time he will do everything, with the President, to
get maximum results for us in Palestine, I think it of the
greatest importance that you see him as soon as he gete to this
country, and I shall be glad to arrange the appointment at your
request,

I alsc want to mention a matter that I discussed
rather fully with Emammel Neumann during the time of the Con-
vention, I lknow frem unimpeachable sources that Bernard Baruch
is on very intimate terme with Churchill, In the past, Baruch
has unfortunately refused to work with Dr, Wiee, because of
something to which he took personal affront, I think it of the
utmost importaneethat a friendly relationship should be established,
especially through you, and I have suggested to Emanuel some ways
in which that cen be done, It should be followed up without delay,

You probably were as agreeably surprised as many of
us were at the friendly telegram from President Hoosevelt to
Judge Levinthal, but I doubt whether you lmow the story behind
the telegram, which goes a long way to support your point of
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view of taking a strong stand for Jewish rights. A couple of weeks before the
Convention I was requested to see whether I could get a statement from the
President, since the ordinary channels through Senator Wagner, as Chairman of
of the Palestine Committiee, seemed to be unproductive of results, at that time,
I had a long a long personal interview with Ed Flynn, whom I know, and I told
him of the resentment felt among the Jewe generally, because of the policy of
keeping quiet about Palestine, and warned him of the danger that "our" party
might have to face next year, if it were made evident that the State Department
was simply following a British policy with respect to Palestine, (I pointed out
to him that he, as an Irishman, ought to lnow that the British are using the
Arabs in Palestine just as they are using the Orangemen in Ireland - to which
of course he responded sympathetically,) I was assured that hé would bring
thie matter immediately to the attention of the White House, and then I called
his office again to remind him of it, I am sure that the representations made
in plain language had its effect, at least to give us once more, in the telegram,
the words "National Home",

With kind regards, I am

yours =

fdince
Bcém A, Ropenblatt

Pregident

bar.sb
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Thursday evening, September 17, 1242.

A meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was held on
Thursday evening, September 17, 1942 at 41 &, 42nd Street, New York.

PRESENT: Dr. Wise, presiding; Mesdames Benjamin, Epstein, Goldstein(Mizrachi),
Poool, Schoolmen, Shulmanj Messrs. Boukstein, Bublick, Furmensky, Oellman, Gold,
P.L.Goldmen, Oreenberg, Itzkowitsz, Kirshblum, Léuls E. Levinthal, Lipsky,
Mereminsii, Naiditch, Quittman(Order Sons of Zion), Rosenblatt, Rothenberg, Silver,
Szold, Wertheim, Wise.

Dr. N. Ooldmann, Kr. Ferlaweigs Mr. Lourie Mr. Weisgal.
By invitationt Mr. Alpert, Miss Leibel, Mr. Fisher, Mra. Tourover.

It was reported that the Committee at its meeting last week had resolved to
adopt & resclution in regard to the Ichud, but it had been decided to postpone
finel action to permit Hadasssh to discuss the matter at its National Board.

The latest draft of the resclution as prepared by the Uffice Committee was
presented to the meeting as followst

" 1. The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affeirs takes note
of the formation under the leadership of Dr. Judsh L. Magnes of a
political group in Palestine called "Ichud", which seeks to engage in
T separatist political activity without the lkmowledge end consent of
the Executive of the Jewish sgency for Palestine, which is the only
| duly elscted and internatlonally recognized represantetion of the
| Jewish people in regard to the establishment of the Jewish National Home.

. 2. The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affeirs disassociates
itself from the views of the Ichud end reaffirms the resolution asdopted

unEnimously bﬁ all Zionist parties at the extreordinary Zionist Confer-
gnce held in New York Mey 8, 1942 urging that "the gates of Palestine

be openedj that the Jewish Agency be vested with control of immigration
into Palestine ... and that Palestine be established es & Jewish Common-
wealth integrated in the structure of the new democrstic world."

3. The Committee identifles itself with the resclution adopted at
the last Zionist Congress held in Oeneve,huguet 1239 and declares that
it will do all in its power to esteblish relations of good-will and
matual cooperation with the Arabs of Palestine and of the neighboring
Arab countries.

4. The Committee regerds any separatist political activities such
as those which the Ichud is undertaking &s disruptive of Zionist disei-
plina, and destructive of the solidarity of the Jewish people in their
aspirations to achieve a Jewish Uommonwealth in Palestine. "
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Mr. Gellmen presented an smendment to the resolution by adding the following
paragrapht

"The Committee recommends the resignation of Dr. Magnes from his
position as head of the University."

A motion to table the emendment was carried.
On behelf of Hadassah, ¥rs. Pool made the following reporti

"The discussion at the National Board meeting wes one of procedure and not
one of principles. We considered that we lacked sufficient facte on which to form
a judgment on the Ichud and the actions of Dr. Magnes and Miss Szold end others
assoclated with the group. If we,as leaders of American Zionism, are to pass
Judgment on the basis of reports which come either from the press or from one side

alone and not from those against whom cherges are made, we might reach unfair and
unwarranted conclusions.

MAfter a very long and earnast discussion in which every point of view
was presented, the Hational Board came to the conclusion that we should wait until
the letter from Miss Szold comes. In the meantime we are sending to Dr. Magnes and
to Misa Szold letters by eirmeil which in unequivocal terms state our position on
the fullest possible platform that anyone with responsibility in Zionism would
supporte aunrepeatadly expressed at conventions and more recently at the Biltmore
Conference.

Mrs, Pool added that it had been the unenimous decision of the Board
that the representatives of Hadassah to the Emergency Committee be bound by the
action of the naticnal board to wait until an explanation ceme, end therefore they
had to ask the Emergency Committee that no resolution be pessed with reference to
Ichud. If the Committee cennot accept this recommendation and request, it must be
clearly indiceted that any resclution adopted does not have the support of Hadassah.

Judge Levinthal said he was opposed to making public any resclution on
this question until Miss Sz0ld's communication reached us. He felt it would be e
mistake to issue a resolution in sccordance wlth the decision of the last meeting
because it would megnify the Ichud and Magnes and weaken American Zionism,
Mr. Willkie spent an hour with Henriettes Szold as the most celebrated American in
Pelestine — that ih itself indicated the denger thet by attacking Miss Szold before
we glve her an opportunity to explain, we might be discrediting ourselves.

My, Sz01d said he believed the whole discussion about Dr. Magnes served
to divert us from more important matters. We should devote ourselves rather to a
consideration of our objectives. I3 was from that engle that he offered & substi-
tute notion as followst
"The eventas of the past few years have emphagized the tragic position of the
Jewa and the urgent necessity for & permanent solution of the problem of
Jewish homelessness. This requires that Palestine be recognized by the nations
of the world as & Jewdsh Homeland, where Jews shall have unlimited right of
immigration and colonization, free to become & majority. The crux of the
solution is large-scele immigration, as of right, free from asdministrative
or politicel obstacles. In the words of the resclution sdopted unanimously
at the extrsordinery Zionist Oonference held in New York, Masy 9, 1942, by
the Zionist Organization of Americe, Padassah, the Hananis Zionist Organiza-
tion of Americs, Mizrachi and Poale Zion, to the effect that in order to

(cont.)
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golve the problem of Jewish homelessness "the gates of Pelestine
be opened; that the Jewish hgency be vested with control of im-
migration into Palestine and with the necessary suthority for
upbuilding the country, including the development of its unoccu-
pled and uncultiveted landsj &nd that Palestine be established
as & Jewlsh Commonwealth integrated in the structure of the new
democratic world.?

No plan which does not clearly end effectively insure these
fundemental objectivds can be acceptable to American Zionists.M

With regerd to publicity for any resolution, we must distinguish between
the "Times" and the general press, and our own pecple. Our own people are
entitled to kmow where we stend. However, it would be unwise to go to the
general press with an asttack on Magnes- in the columns of the Times we would
surely be beaten. He would suggest therefore that we issue a statement in
connection with Mr. Ben-Burion's departure for Falestine, as & message from
American Zionists for him to take back. The question of further publicity could
be left until the receipt of the letter from Palestine.

Dr. Goldmenn said he did not belleve that it was in principle wrong that
the Emergency Uommittee should spesk out clearly and specifically against the
Ichud, or that therc was eny velidity to the argument that we might thereby
meke Magnes scem too lmportent. If Hadaseah were prepared to vote favorebly, he
believed we ought to pess the original resolution presented at the beginning of
the meeting. But it would be bad to adopt it without Hadasseh's acceptance-
public opinion would interpret the exclusion of Hadassah as Hsdassshls adherence
to the Iehud progrem, snd we cannot risk such an interpretation either in
America or in Pelestine. The substitute resolution meent complete negation by
the Egergency Coumittes of the program of Ichud, end in the circumstences, if
Hadessah were willing, as he understood they were, to Join in smch a resolution,
he would fevor its acceptance.

It wos Mr. Naiditch's view that such a resolution by itself was meaning-
less and that it was necessary to teke some action which would restrain
Dy, Magnes, end he urged adopntion of the Mizrachi amendment.

Mr. Wertheim pointed out that in view of the fact that Mr. Willide
had visited Dr. Msgmes, presumebly st the suggestion of the High Commissioner,
it was important for us to publicize our stand clearly and definitely so that
the publie would not be misled as to his sighificance. Ths substitute resoclu-
tion did not pgo far enocugh.

Rebbi Kirshblum steted that it wes important for the Emergency Committee
to teke some action et once since the constituency at learge was weiting for
them to act in the matter. The Mizrachi office had received numercus cells
endorsing their attitude, from ZOA members and others, after the publication of
their own resolution. He further pointed ocut that no action on the part of the
Emergency Committee might easily be misinterpreted to mean epproval of the Ichud.

Mrs. Schoolmen made the following suggestlions for the substitute
resolutions
1. That in connection with the phrese "Jews shsll have unlimited
right of immigreation and colonizetion" the word mass be substituted for
2. Includion of a positive clesuse favoring Arab cooperation
3. The reference to "historic boundaries" should be made more specific.
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Mr. Mereminski urged the need for issuing 2 statement which would clearly
refer to the Ichud. He suggested the inclusion of & preliminery phrase in ¥r.9z0ld's
resolution to indicate that the occasion of its adoption waes in connection with
reports of the establishment of the Ichud.

Mr. Oreenberg #eid he would urge tho Uommittee to adopt no resolution at all
that night. To adopt the resolution introduced by Mr. Szold was meaningless today.
It was full of meaning four months ago when we adopted a resolution at the Confer-
ence # and today it wes just & reaffirmetion of the principles then adopted. In
passing such a resoluticn now we mustsstate clearly the cccasion for it- the estab-
lishment of a new political group in Palestine colled Tehud- and unlens this was
done and the resolution made & disavowel of this group, no one wouid unierstand
what it waa about.

We could not ignora Magnes—- there were important people associated with
hin and they were stronger politicelly today than we were, stronger in the sense
that whatever they say eand write is more acceptable to the government than what we
"chauvinists and extremists' say. It is worth while passing & resolution if we sey
vwhat we want to sey- and he would favor the original resolution presented tonight,
with modifications, if Hadasssh would vote for it too. But since Hadassah will not
vote for it and they have already stated they would have to disaseociate themselves
from eny such resolution at this time- it would be dangercus to take ary uction that
might indicate lack of unity- and therefore the best thing seemed to be to wait
until Miss Sz0ld's letter arrived.

Mr. Lipsky prged that & letter from Miss Szold or Ur., Magnes eould not
materially affect the position in view of what we already know. Our concern is to
state our policy with regard to this new group whish 1s negotiating on iss own
authority - if we wait several weeks before doing so it would appear that we have
given our consent. The question of D». Magnes must involva us in public ectilon,
because his activity has created the impression cf action by an Americen Zioaist
group, and 1t was important for our own people to know that we were not irn line
with this action.

Mr. Lipsky went on further to say that unless we took immediate action
there was denger not only of & split in our own ranks but also among non—‘ews and
non-Zionists. The latter would rather accet the "moderate" demands of Magnes then
those of the "extremists" - and whatever we have acccmplished until now in creating
an important circle of friends in this country will be threatened. If Hadesssh's
vote was considered indispensable then we should adopt no resclution at thenoment
but any resolution we did adopt must state clearly the purpose for adopiing it.

Dr. Wise stated that he had come prepared to support either the originel
or the substitute resolution, but since it was clear that Hadassah held it neces—
sery to disassoclate itself from a resolution in any way linked with the "Ichud,
he would urge holding up ection. Out of respect for Miss Szold, too, he would
want to wait until a detailed explenation was received- and then issue a statement
which would condemn Magnes "with words out of his own mouth".He thereforc urged
tabling both resolutions until such informetion was received.

Mrs. Epstein suggested the possibility of adopting the substitute resolu-
tion without prejudicing eny future resolutions. There would be an editorial in
the New Palestine explaining the occasion for the resolution- and by the time the
convention came there would be material for & rull resolution to be adopted by the
conventlon.



Mrs. Fool pointed out that it had been suggested earlier in the evening that the
rosolution proposed by Mr. Szold be tied up with Mr. Ben-Ourion's deperture as &
messege from Americen Zionists to Pelestine. She was not eble to eccept the
resolution if it wes amended to include any reference to the Ichud.

Dr. Silver seid that the plea to defer esction until we received corraspon -
dence from Miss Szold geamed & peculiar onae. It would eppeer far moro lagionl
Por Mige Sgold to have written lstters bafore she acted to sound us out to see
what we thought , and not to have the whole Americen Zionist movement woillb for
information after action had been taken. If this wae Irtended to forastall action,
then reasons would be found to forestall further action later on. ¥hat aew reve—
1ations did we expect from these communications. Ve knew what Vr.Magies? stend
was. Ichud wns not a new movement— it wes s new neme. It was 2 movezent waich,
at the most critical juncture in our history, %as organized to scuttlec the Zionist
Organization and undermine prestige of the Jewish #genecy. There wes an official
report of the Becting held in Palestine et which the delegetes prasent were com-
mitted to a definite program - there wes no denial of such a mecting or of that
program. We here have & responsibility as leaders in Americen Zionisu- and i€
after three meetings on this natter we are afraid to pass e _resclution that would
reject a movement thet runs counter to the fundsmentels of &4onism, and which “s
headed by & man who ocouplies & responsible position in Zionist institutions- then
we should dissoclve our orgenization. We pass beautiful resolutions at conventioms
but when we come to epoly thesec to specific metters we find reasons for not
taking action.

Dr. Silver said he believed we must speak frankly. We are either for &
Jewish State or not for it. We ere for a bi-national stete or not for it. We
cennot moke one statement mean two thinga. There ia only one Zionist movement
1eft outside of Palestine, and that was right here. If we dd not sccept the
responsibility in these times to scotch when we cen, every movement ageinst
our movement, we were nob worthy of holding the poaition we now ocecupied.

Lohud was a definite challenge to our povenent- it igmored the Zionists of
aperice and went against the Jewish #gency. It was to have been expected that
Miss Szold would first turn to friends in hmerica before joining, and ask how it
would affect Zdonists in america- how it would affect high public opinion here.
That had not been done. BHe urged that either no resolution at ell be passed- or
else we pase a resolution tonight with clarity and courage.

The chairmen then presented the three proposales to be voted ont
1. Propossl that no resolution at all be adopted.
2. Substitute resclution submitted by Mr. Szold.

3. Original resolution submitted on behelf of the Office Committee
(subject to editing).

The vote was as follows?}
1.- & in favory 10 oppesed to tabling resolution
o, - 6 in fevor: © opposed. Substithte resolution negatived.
3.~ 9 in favory 10 opposed. Original resolution negatived.

The chairman again emphesized that the whole metter would be given renewed
consideration following the receipt of communications awaited from Falaestine.
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“r-LiﬁﬂkT'thiﬂ raised the question of the internal functioning of the
Emergency Vommittee. He pointed out that at the time the constitution was adopted
the members were urged to vote as individuals- however it now appears that on
important issues members come "under instructions¥ and vital guestiona that come
up ere faced with "bloc votes." This mekes it impossible to establish the
suthority of the Committee and its gocd standing in public opinion. He realized
it night not be possible to achieve complate hrrmony,; but members should not
arrive bound by the vobes of bodiss whish heve not purticipated in our discussions
and to whom we had not the opportunity of peescnting our viows.

Mrs, Pool nointed out that this was the first occasion on which Hadesunn haa
so bound its members. For reasons alrueady explained thoy felt that the circun—
gtances here were oxceptional. It must be recorded too that there were cccrsiona
on which other bodies had sought to sct as blocs in the committes. Mrs. Focl
referred also to the desirability of representation of the grouns on the besic of
the number of their Shekel payers.

Dr. Goldmann pointed out that as long &s the Bmergency Committee was a
federated body of four sutonomous groups it might not be possible to prevent one
party from binding its members on certein ection. Referring to the resolution it-
self, Dr. Goldmann stated thet the action at this meeting was unfortunate because
it would create the impression that the Committee had decided not to say enything
about the Ichud, which was not the intention of those present. He suggested there-
fore that & statement be issued to the Yiddish press explaining that the Committee
had discussed the matter but had decided to wait for full information from
Falestine (Miss §zold) before mekihg eny definite stetement.

Dr. 8ilver referred to previous instences in which the committee should have
taken action and failed to do so beceuse of its fmilure to sct ms a unified body.
Unless this could be remedied it would lced to the disintegration of the committee

No voto was taken on the question of issuing & statement to the press.
The meeting adjourged at 11930 p.m.

Arthur Lourie,
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AMERICAN, EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS

Te

.41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK
X

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date September 17, 1943

From Abram S. Magida

I regret exceedingly that because of the pressure of activities incident to the
American Jewish Conference and Convention of the Zionist Organization of America,
as well as the effort to keep up with routine worik in the office, it has not been
possible to prepare until now the memorandum which you reauested.

In this memorandum I have avoided any reference to my personal relationship to any
phase of the work of the Emergency Committee, as that is a matter for your deciesion
ag part of any general determination as to the size of our staff and the scope of
the woric which will be undertaken. However, I do wish to point out that it is of
greatest importance to maintain a direct relationship with the American Palestine
Comnittee, with the Christian Council on Palestine, and to establish a direct
relationship between this ‘office and the communities throughout the country in order
to make our work more effective. Thie is a task that requires organization and
personal contact. As matters stand now, I am the only one in the office familiar
with the processes involved in reaching those people who are in a position to Dbe

helpful to us in setting up the necessary organization.

“Bgei: T

—



AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS
41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK

MEMORANDUM
To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date September 17, 1343
From Abram S, Magida -

SUBJECT: The Scope of Activities for the Emergency Committee

A8 I view 1t, the work of the Emergency Committee falls into the following categories,
all of which must be completely integrated and coordinated:

Political

Press and Publicity

Fublic Helationa

Research

Publication and Information

This memorandum will avold discussion of detalls as these are mattere for further
consideration after the general lines of policy are determined.

Political Affairs

For the present, our political "endziel" has been clearly defined. The so—-called
Blltmore Program, accepted in Jerusalem as well =3 Ty our people in England, South
Africa, Australia and Canada, has been completely endorsed by the American Jewish
Conference, and reiterated by the 46th Annual Convention of the Zionist Organization
of America. The problem now is to meet whatever special political situationes may
arise from time to time, to secure tha abrogation of ths White Paper and the approval
of the govermments in Washington and elsewhere of the Commonwealth idea. Towards
the latter end it is important to consider very eoon the advisablility of pressing
for some Gxpression o) Already Senator Van Nuys of Indiana has stated
that he is ing ta or & resolution calling for the establishment of a Jewish
Commonwealth. It would, in my opinion, be futile to asgk Senator Van Nuys or anyone
elsa to sponsor such a resolution unless we secured in advance pledges of sunport
from such people as Sanators Wagner and McNary ( the heads of the American Palestine
Committee), the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Helations Committee, the Majority
and Minority Leaders in the Senate, and perhaps also in the House, as well ez a
number of othar leading members of both houses of Congress. In this connection we
ought to keep in mind the opportunities that present themselves in a national
election year.

In a recent conversation Congressman Emamisl Celler told me he is most anxious to
help in an effort to bring together a considerable number of Congresemen %o acquaint
them with our situation and to prepare them to teke the lead in our behalf when
necessity arises. BRegardless of whether Mr. Celler is exactly the right person to do
this, the idea is important. It should receive careful consideratlion.




\

(Memorandum to De, Abba Hillel Silver) September 17, 1943

Eublic Relations

In thie area there are a number of fieslde of activity. Our efforte in some of
these muet be expanded and othere we should explore as promotly as possible.

(A) We need to expand the American Paleetine Committee and the Christian Council
on Palestine, and we must see to it that these bodies beacome more sfféctive
ingtrmmentalities in our immediate political tasks.

1: [The Amevican Palestine Committes which now includes about 1100 membders,
should have an executive committee which can be made the working body for the
organization. We should cultivate personal relationships with as many members as
may be considered advisable and get them to speak and write in our behalf. We
should plan an early function (perhape between Thankeziving and the Chrietmas
holidaye, if the general situation isfevorable) in Washington which ought to be
bullt up around the theme of abrogating the White Paper, or if we decide wnon
pressing for a congressional resolution, the theme might wery well be "the post-war
period in particular relation to Palestine.® In either case we could get in plenty
of good propaganda for the Jewish Commonwealth idea, In this comnaction it may be
recalled that the firet dinner (1941) of the American Palestine Committee was
devoted to organization, and the second (1942) to the United Natlions theme. Plans
that had been prepared for a conference and dinner in Washington last May had to be
cancelled at the request of Senator Wagner who considered it inadvisable to hold
such a function at that time.

I1: Zhe Chrietian Council op Palestine is growing steadily and now has about
1000 mambers. I am almoet in daily touch with Dr. Atkinson, 1te Chairman, and

Dr. Voss, its Executive Secretary, and pur relationships are most cordial, In
conjunetion with the Church Peaca Unlon, the Council ie planning a series of
inetitutes in Detroit, Chicago, Denver, Boston, Hew Orleans, Sazn Francieco, and

a mumber of other placese, on the general theme "Win the War and Win the Peace".

In sach institute the Palestine problem will oceuny 2 very prominent place on the
agenda. TWe shomld have one of our spokesman participate in each of these institutes,
the firat of which will be held in Detroit beginning October llth. I have already
asked Rabbis Fram and Adler of Detroit to cooperate behind the ecenes with Dr. Voss
in the orgamization of the irstitute, Those clergymen vho are already members of
the Councll and who live within a radiues of 100 miles or ¢ from the scene of thaese
gatheringes will be invited to attend. However, we should explore other methods
for meking the Council more effective, bearing in mind the fact that the Council
officers are determined to do their own experimenting.

(B) We need to get closer to academicians, particularly in the fields of history,
government, political sclence, etc. Very few of them are thoroughly conversant with
our viewpoint. Most of them have lonz ago made up their minds that Paleetine presents
a very perplexing problem and so have avoided it like the very plague, or else have
decided that in the fullneses of time the problem will solve iteelf and so they have
divorced themselves from any serious comsideration of it. Hany of them unfortunately
have taken & definite stand agsinst us on varlous grounds. There is much work to be
done in this area.




- -a-
(Memorandum to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver) September 17, 1943

(6) TWe should make & careful check of the many national and local post—war
study groups and work out methods through which our people, either nationally
or locally, may be enabled to make an impress on the course of thinking of such
grouns.

(D) We should contimue the effort to secure the adoption of anpropriate reso-
lutions by State Legislatures. Twelve states have already acted in recent months.
Action is now pending in New Jersay, and in addition Massachmsetts has spoken

four times (the last time in 1939). This office must serve as the motivating force
%o secure the cooperation of local groups to carry the work through to suocessful
completion.

(2) 1In order to ecarry on our woric mors effectively we must be in continuous
commmication with Zlonlsts everywhere, tut more especlally in ths fifty to
seventy=five larger clties in the commtry. We muet impress n them the necessity
for engazing in various forme of public relations activities (cultivating
congressmen and othsr public officials, newspapers, radlo stations, etc. ete.).

The gentiment at the recent Zionist Convention indicated clearly that the Emergency
Cormittee muet take the lead in this work., We should be able to use the machinery
of the ZOA and the other constituent bodise of the Emergency Committee, tut ths
policy as to the relationeghip between the Emergency Committee, the national
headgquarters of the constituent bodies and the local grouns of Zionists neseds to be
more clearly defined thanm it ie at present, Whatever that policy may eventually
be, we ehonld certalnly arrange to be present at every regional conference in the
coming months in order to eupply the necessary impetus to get the Zionists to

think more seriously of the vital importance of this task,

Press and Publicity

We need to widen ths scope of our work in this field as wsll, We must get more of |
our story into the daily newspapers, the Anglo-Jewish press, periodicals of general
interest, etc. We must arrange for more radio programs. We should try to establiesh
the necessary contacts for the production and distribution of films that are designed |
to meet the taste of the American public as well as to tell our story more effective-

ly than does the great bulk of material now availabla, We should make a more

concerted effort to reach the church press (perhaps primarily through the Christian
Council), the labor press, etc. Above all, we must devote curselves to the business

of finding writers who will prepare the necessary articles, storles, essays, etc.

Bessarch

There is now no one on our gtaff with time enough to engage in the research,
collation and proper presentation of all the material on which queetions come to
us day in and day out. I refer to such general subjects as the current economic,
agricultural and industrial conditions in Palestine, the background and curremt
status of Arab-Jewish relations, govermmental documents, etc., etc. 4 well tralned
research worker could dig out & great deal of tha material which ls now avallable
and which could be put to nse as the basis of a great many publications, as well
as provide the necessary data for govermment officiale in Washingion and others,
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some of whom turn to us with ell sorts of gueries and others who should be supplied
with such data and which we cannot now furmmish except in an haphazard manner simply
because we lack the mampower to do the job as it should be done.

Fublications

We rocently decided to issus a semi-monthly eight page Pullstin under the title
"Palostine", designad primarily to convey information to non~Jews. The firet iseue
was originally scheduled for publication about the firet of October, but thie will
probably be delayed. The firet mailing ie to consist of sabout 10,000 copies. I
believe that if the publication is made attractive enough it should eventually

be distributed among a total of 50,000 people, such as important federal and

etate government officials, newspaper men, clergmmen, etec. ete.

In addition to this, we should work out a program of the kind of brochures,
pamphlets, books and other materiel that should be published under the imprimatur
of the Fmergency Committes or otharwise, and arrange & schedule so that the
publications will appear at such times as will be most advantageous to our causa.
The publication in itself is obvlously insufficient., It is necessary to give

the task constant attention in order to make sure that whatever publicatlons

we may issus should be properly distributed.

What I have stated above is by way of mere eugzgestion as to the scope
of the woric of the Emergency Committee., ©Obviouely a full implementation of these
sugzgestions will entail a much larger tudget and a much larger staff than that
which i now available, But in my mble opinion the crystallization of American
public opinion in our favor is a taslk that is worthy of the best abllities that
can be mustered for it, and all the funds that can be found for its implementation.




September 24, 1948

Hr. Joal Gross
744 Broad Street
l‘.‘mk’ nl;l

Ny dear Joals

A copy of the letter whieh you forwarded to Wise, with
referance to your resignation as a member of the administrutive
Committee of the UPA and tie Executive Cowmittee of* the JDC,
reuched me, Ihlhmhnm&hmmmﬁprmtﬁm
actions and I am sure your wishes will be complied sith., However
Imtnymtlmnrﬂufumrmm of the Allocations
Committee wers members, I believe, of one of the sther bodies and
did not feel called upon to resign; nor did anyone sugiest the
impropriety of their remeining om the Allooations Committes,

I am sorry that I did not huve & chance to talk to you

in Columdus. By the tims I got through with some of the "aressing
business” in which I wus involved, you hed left. I was very anxious
to talk to you about the re-organlsaticn of the Emergency Counlttee
which I began last Monday. The old system will be screpped. X4 number J
of importunt committees of competent people, esch headed off by a
mimlﬂom,uﬂmhgimmmhmm |
mmkmtucrplmm-mmdnnmjmn,ﬂuh f
Gpoointed, and each committes will be given a Tull time oxecutive
to carry out i1ts srogram.X The entire work will be coordineted in an
edministrative sense by an executive director. I am happy to tell y
thut Mr. Henry Montor was elected unanimously to the post of exscutive
director. His abilities and energies will now be at the disposal of
this most importunt service. I am most anxisus that you should take the
committee on Coumunity Contscts concerning shose work I Spoke to you —
in many ways the most important branch of our work —- contucting with
important people all over the country and ersating ip cach state or
region a coumittee of influsntisl zen wiom we cun use to champion
our cause. fe ere casting about for some outstanding person who
would, under your chairmanship, devote full time to this WOrlk .
Perhaps you can recommend such a person, The paume of Rabbi Leon
1. Fouer, of Toledo, hus been mentioned in this connection — a
very giftad young man, the author, you will reecall, of thut aplendid
beok, "ihy A Jewlsh State".

™




Mr, Joel Groszs -2 September 24, 1945

You have received word by now, [ &s sure, of our fullure to
azree with the JDC people on the distribution of funds, After a
cureful study of the financisl statement vhich the JDC people
submitted, we felt justified in imaking for eighty percent of
the funds. We asked for seventy., The JDC people st first stated
that they had no counter proposal to make, but finally suggested that
the figure of last yeur be used — that is, thirty-eight percent
for the UPA. It became clear that we were too far afield to come
to an agreewent., You rill, yourself, have an opportunity to study
the JDC finanelel statement. Confidentially, I have nmever soem
one that is so shameTessly padded as that one, - huge sums maried
as commitments and curried as actual expenditures although they
have no way of imowing how much of the commitmants have actually been
used up, huge sums set auslde as one-time ;rants which can not poasibly
be expended this year or éven next ysar, gaon.om set aslie as
a reserve and $540,000 set aside to make up for & nest egg of
surplusss of the last five years, which presumebly has been spent,
And all this in tls froe of $6,000,000 in Governsent Bonds und
caash in ths banks.

Wen we called attention to the faot thut they have not only
coverad every possible expenditure and commitment of theirs +ith hard
cash, while the Jmm Palestine is laboring under the
burden of an aocumula ‘over $9,000,000 wiich should in part,
at least, be li,uilduted, the answer was thet the Jewish Hational Fund
has great assets in landll  When we told them thet this land dosa
not represent an investment, but an expenditure, that it is not an
asset which can be converted intol capital, that it can not be sold
or alisnated, we drew a blank. We made no progress either when we
told them that a dollar spent by the JDC today in almost every purt of the
world hes as much or more value than it had lust year, whereas in the
case of Falestine the cost of living has gone up 80 sharply that the
purcihasing power of the dollar is forty-five percent of what it was
last Jear.

It now remsins for the 4llocuations Coumittee to determine
whether our re.uest for seventy percent of the funds is justified
or not, HNelther ¥r, Goldwasser nor Mr. Levy, the JDC representatives,
sesmed to be well-informed concerning their own financial statesent,
and were rather confused when we hrought out some of tha facts
ebove mentioned.

“ome good friemd ought to tell the JDC that it would be far
suarter on thelr part not to have thair financlal statement
Scientifically analyszed at & full meeting, and that 1t would be
very desirable, from their point of view, and with un eye to the 1944
campaign, that a qulek and sstisfactory agreement be reached between
them and the UPA.

\1



Ur. Josl Uross B Saptember 24, 1043

May I also suggest thet as chairman aof the Allocations
Gu!:‘l:.‘:u, you should regucst the HR2 to submit a financial
sta t for the year, While they are not asking for any
allocations, it was part o the agreemsnt that each of the
teneficlaries of the campaign would submit a fifancial statement,
I am under the impression that the NRS, too, has more money than
it can spend.

#ith all good wishes to you and Terry in which Viiginia
joins me, I remuin

Vary cordially yours,

AHSBK
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September 28, 1943

Mr, Henry Montor

American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affsirs
41 East 4Znd 5t.

liew York, K.Y.

Hy dear #r. Hontor:

I have givem some additional thought to the Emergency Comaittee
set-up. I am inclined to think that Wrs. Rose Jacobs would be a better
person than Nrs. Halprin e chairmen of the Ressurch Committee. I would put
irs, Halprin on the Committee on Intellectual Mobilization. Please put Mrs.
Pool on the Post~fiar Political Planning Committee.

Ezxanuel Neumann writes me that he bDas had some informal talks with
Peter Uergson. I would suggest that you get im toueh with Nr. Heumann about
it. Bergson hus had a2 long conference in the Stute Departsent in connection
with the prospectiva arrivel of Feisal. If we Landle this matter well in
cooparstion with the Bergson group, it mizht serve as a precedent for other
united efforte. Plsase pull the nagotiations with Dergson, as well s the
contact with the Anglo-Jewish presa sbout Feisal's visit, into your own hands.
I had been planning to contact lir. Lawrence Stenhart but I have learned that
lr. Goldmenn hus already made arrangements to see him in New York. He is
ﬂ‘m a busy Bofeese

Are you seeing also Mr. Eohansky for the post of Director of
Heseurch? I should like to kmow of your eonversstion with Berksom apd
Kohsanalky .

I am very happy that Rabbi Feuer is coming along with us into the
Work.

W{th all good wishes for & happy new year, I remain
Very eordially yours,

AHB1BK
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September 28, 1943

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple
Clevelsnd, Ohio

Dear Dr. S8ilver!

You will recall my reference to Nathan Strauve. Samuel
Elitz, who has offered his effective help in New York City,
advises me that he met with Btraus over the week-end and Mr.
Btraus is extremely anxious to help. He feels very keenly on
the White Paper and he wants to do everything in his power
to help avert it.

He expressed himgelf as most pleased that you had ac-
cepted the Chairmenehip of the Emergency Committee and feels
that under your leadership a fine job can be done. He has
volunteerad his services in any capacity in which he ecan
serve, with a title or without a title, as long as there is
a Job to be assligned to him,

On the subject of his being Chairman of the Badio Committee,
he feels that it would be presumptuous of him to take such a
title. He has just come into the radio bueiness and he feels
that it would not look well for him immediately to set himgelf
up as a radio expert. However, he points to his very close
relationship to a number of important figures in whom you are
intereated and places himself completely at your disposal.

I would suggest the attached letter to him.

With kindest regards, I am

-

iall 8,
snry Montor
HM:BG Executive Director

Ene.
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Dr. Abba Hillel Bilver

The Temple

Cleveland, Ohis

Dear Dr, Silver:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of September 28th.
The changes which you suggest are being incorporeted in the new
liste. There seems to be a gemeral feeling that Mrs. Halprin is a
mach more flexible person, able to adjust herself to circumstances.
But I assume that the change which you suggest ie based on more
familiar knowledge of the atributes of each.

I have plans to see a number of the people you have menticned.
The intervention of the holiday period wrecks my hopes to dispose of
these exploratory meetinge by the time of the next session of the
Emergency Comnittee.

There are several matters oo which I would like to make observ-
ationa at thia time:

(1) T note that Mr, Emaruel Neumann has had"some informal talks
with Peter Berkson", TYou will recall that during my visit to Cleveland
I sugzested the possibility of my making a contact with that gentleman,
and you then indicated that in my firet conversation it might be de-
sirable for the two of us to come to Cleveland to go into the situation
thoroughly. The Zionist movement is a democratic one, and everyone
has a right to have as many conversations with as many people as he
chooses; but it seems to me that restraint with regard to exploratory
discusseions should be exercised by Mr. Emanuel Neumann as well as by
Dr. Nahum Goldmann. I do not think it 1s necessary for me to discover
for Mr. Emanuel Neumsnn what Mr. Perkson's views are. If I am to be
Executive Dirsctor of the Emergency Committee, I must become acquainted
at first hand with the position of a group with which we plan to
diseuss coordination of activities.

(2) I continue to be deeply distressed by the approach to the
Emergency Committes problem which would tend to present the budget in
fragments rather than as a whole. TYpur electlon to the political
leadership of the Zionist movement in America was hailed everywhere
as the augury of a bold approach to Zionist political problems. If
the members of the Emergency Committee are not prepared to assent to
a $500,000 program when you firet take office and when the first flush
of enthusiaem is still noticmble, it is doubtful whether assent can
be secured to this type of program by elow stages subsequently.

My reason for bringing up thie matter is a conversation I had
today with Dr, Israel Goldstein. He sald that during his recent
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meeting with you there had been a discussion of the framework of proposed
expenditures by the Emergency Committee. The sum of $250,000 was mentioned.
It was his view that some of this should be assigned to the Z.0.A., to whom
a special plece of work should be "farmed out". I recall your having
spoken to me of this in Cleveland. To my mind a $250,000 program will
stultify our planning from the beginning. It ies not sc much the exact
amount of money that is invelved, but the creation of an atmosphere where
the effort seems to be directed at saving money rather than doing a total
Job.

I should 1like you to look at this problem for a moment from my
point of view, I am going into a jJob which is distasteful to me from many
points of view. I am doing 1t as a matter of Zionlst disciplige. Perhaps
I am not qualified for it, dbut I do have certain ideas as to how the
Emergency Committee job should be done. There is no point in my leaving the
U.P.A., even temporarily, if the ideas with which I approach this problem
are not to be part of the machinery. I am not concerned with the formulation
of policy. That is the responsibility of the total Emergency Committee. But
I am concerned with the technical effectuation of such policles as are
adopted. I have indicated to you through the submission of a detailed budget
how I think the Emergency Committee can make itself felt on the American
scene. I do not relisgh the thought that in the months to come I shall have
to fight from time to time with one committee after another to get an
additional few thousand dollars to runm ome project or another. It will
Juet be a waste of my time when I ashould be giving that time fully to the
maltitude of dally duties that will arise within the Emergency Committee.

The purpose of this note is to urge that the framework of the program
in terms of finances and of activities should be discussed promptly with
the Emergency Committee. I feel so strongly on this subject that I believe
I ought not to go into the Emergency Committee unless the Emergency Committee
understands in advance that it is not hiring an office manager, but someonse
who has in mind the utilization of his skills and contacts for an efficient
program of publie relations.

(3) I want to call your attemtion to the fact that I have not yet
physiecally transferred to the Emergency Committee. I am trying to dispose
of the ountetanding itemsg affecting the U.J.A. and the U.P.A. There are a
number of things happening within the Emergency Committee to which objection
might be aoffered, but it would be unfair on my part to make any critical
observations with respect to the operation of the Emergency Committee when
I am not personally present to attempt to improve upon conditions. I make
this point solely because in the next ten days or so there may still be a
gense of overlapping and disorganization in the Emergency Committee.

I think wyou know that I want to do a good job, tut I must have the
conditions which will enable me to do so, otherwlse I will be useless to
the Emergency Committee and to myself.

With warmest regards, I am
Cordially yours,

Heritin_—

Henry Hontor
HM:FE Executive Diractor




October 1, 1548

Dr. Hanry &, im.lll:l'.l, Chairman
Christian Council on Palestine
70 Fifth Avenue

New Tork 11, H.Y.

iy dear Dr. Atikdnson:

il
59 .28 mmmu
jiif mmummﬂ
wwmm H
Do mdm

It is most heartening

With all good wisbes, I remain
lost cordlally yours,

mchuutmmm ‘and outside of it are helping in
the sttainment of this goal.

thmtufnmhﬁ:tuﬂm.fummh,ﬂllﬂndﬂl
to lmow how many truly great Christian spirits within

final, just and noble solution.

Al B
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Octobsr 1, 1848

Hathan Straus Duperyuet, Inc,
Sixth Avenue & 15th Btreet
liew York, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Streus:

Within the pest few weeks I have accepted the Chalrmanship
of the Executive Committes of the imerican Zionist Emergency Council.
I have not yet had an opportunity ntumlmhraruﬂm
and of communicating with the several leaders upon whose cooperztion
mcmnzummmﬂmtﬁ.mum-m. One
ﬁthmt;m:hﬂlhﬂhnmuumtmmmw
yourself,

Mr, Ssmuel Blitz hus told me of your desire to be of service,
Knowing your deep devotion to the Zionist cause and your insight inte
public affairs, 1 imow that you can be of great help in the situation
which confronts us,

The intervention of the High Holidays prevents me from spending
my time continucusly in New York st this pjeriod, although I plan
uuhilnqumthtublthmnputp-ﬂ of the time,

' In the meantime, I am asking Mr. Henry lontor, whom I have
asked to take s leave of sbsence from the United Palestine éppasl, to
become Executive Director of the Emergency Council, to meet with you
85 th.t he may give you in some detail the plans which we have in mind
and to suggest waya whereby your own great usefulness can be most
dmtqaml;npluyﬁ _

I look forward with a grast deal of pleasure to seeing you and
ing time with you upon my next visit to New York. It is a source
ifdnpmmagumttumthtluyhnﬁthahnnﬂtur}'mhulp.

| #ith very best wishes %o you und yours for the Hew Year, I am
Very cordially yours, AHQ

'llumm Gy € alin RMA
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. 3338=-210th S5t,
- Bayside, Long Island

Dear Ir.Silver:

Since talking to you at your home on Friday night, my mind has bheen
in a turmoll, There were so many obstacles, real or imaginary, that I had
to overcome in my own mind in order to reach an affirmative decision on
your very graclous invitation to work with you. My mind is now fully
made up and, although for personal reasons I know it would be far more
comfortable not to do the job, I am ready to go ahead with you.

But in undertaking the Emergency Committee job I want to be sure
that it will be possible for me to be effective. As I see it at thies
time, it will not only be a hard job but one of immense proportioms, I
visualize it perhaps on a scale not thought of by others who have
dealt with it, To me the same kind of work that must be done to put
over the Polish government, the Czech government or any other of the
governmente-in-exile must be done for Palestine at this time, There
is a difference, howevar — that it is much harder for Falestine, 1
have been thinking of the general budget, The sum of $200,000 is total-
1y inadequate, We must spend from $500,000 to $1,000,000, The money
can be gotten, Unleas it 1s visualized in these terms my asscclatioen
with the Emergency Ocmmittee will merely mean a sense of frustration
for me -—- but, far more lmportant, a waste of the smaller resources
that would otherwise be spent.

I underaetand that there ig to be a meeting of the Emergency
Committee on Monday: one sesalon at 4 F,M,, the other in the evening.
In the event that you propose to present my name at either one of
these cccasions, here is what I would like %o ask;

(1) That my salary be $15,000,

(2) 1t would be advisable from my point of view, as well as
yours I think, that before an actual wote is talken on your recommenda-
tion that I speak briefly to the committee: outlining my conception
of the work and the scope of authority I expect to have., (I shall
expect the resignation of everybody who doesn't fit into the ple-
ture, insofar as the staff 1s concerned) The Emergency Committee
had better know in advance what it is committing iteelf teo, It will
make the work later on much easler,

With warmeat regards, I am

Cordially yours,



October 4, 1943

Mr, Artimr Lourle

Mr, Heory ¥Nontor

It i my intention to lesus a Confidential Bulletin to pleked veaple throunghout
the country, It is to be galled
CORFIDANTIAL BULLFRIN
sf the
Anerican Eionlet T"mergensy Coumeil

(A1l information contained herein is exslusively for your personal
information and bDackground and is mot to be made aveileble to
anyone, except if written pernmission has been obtained from the
“mer ensy Coune!l)

41 Tget 42nd Street, Vew York City

- A W W .

(Tou might have Kemen get a primter o set the sbove up promtly, You or Lenem
aizht have thoughte on improvesent of the above, for title and oontent, ete,)

Thie Bulletin will give celected friends n feellnz of beins communiented with on
vorth-while mattere that are sither not %o bs reported in the press,ar interprota-
tions of matters appeering in VYhe prees, It should be ispusd blewenkly or weskly
gn She altusiion may demand, It ahould be multigrophsd and not be more than four
nagad, = less Af poanible, You, Xenem and | will bde rezponalbls for the compila-
tion of the data, Sxactly what do | have ln nind? Let me givepu the follovins
for marely fllustrstive purposes:

(1) #r, Wobert Szold hos left the Unlted States by ship for Palastine, 3Befors he
wezt, he hod long discussions with Dr, Silver and other officers of the Aseplcan
Zlonlst Fmarcengy Council in regard to political , economie and sther probless
affecting Palestine and American Jevry's responsidility tovard then,

(2) Dr, Bornard Joseph, Legal Adviser of the Jovish Azency, hae been smmvomed o
gome from Jerusalen by the American Ziomlet 'mergesoy Councll, Developmeants along
the peliicel fromt are so urgent that it vas decaed eesential to get ab firet heand
the resciion of the Yighuv to political problems now uader disgussion, Dr, Joseoh,
one of the most brilliant {igures among Palestine Jevry, ie responsible for most of
the lagnl precentations of Palestine Jewry's oase bofore the Jovernwent, lie hes
also been ~otive as hesnd of the Reeruiting Sectlon of the Jevish Ageney Executive,
Ee 1s one of Pzlestine's foremost lawvyers,



————

Hemorandun %o Nr, Arthar lourig Cotabar 4, 1942

(3) A delegation of the Americen Ziomist "mer sney Coumeil, consisting of , . . . . .,

vistited the British ®mbassy on Oatoder , , , and met with Sir Monsld Campbell,
fie tmmedinte pursose was to supplement a memorandum previously submitted by the
Council protecting againest the manner im vhich thesso-salled "gus-rumning trisls®
had beon conducted in FPalestine, agzainst the action of the Falestine Govermment
in askine & eruse celebre of the gase and in permitiing the wilest abttocke on
the Jewiash Agemey %o go uncheeked by sorrespondents who must devend sz the
Governaent, in war-time- for the nature and comtent of their nevs dispatches,
Elr Fonald indicated that , . . . . « « .

(4) In Ur, Silver's view, the most immortant objective facing the lsmericsn
Zionlst movement at thin time im the fizht to force abandonment of the “hite
Paper, The following sotion has been imitiated , , . . ete,

¥ELL, these are namples only

2o make the Bulletia resdaile, it w 11 have $o be vritton well and contaln fects
or lateroretstions not avallable elsevhare, It should be lizht in toush vhere
possible — by which 1o not mesnt facetious,

A grent deal of the success of this Bulletin will depend om you, I will eound on
you %o meize awailable the gontents of items on the politicel fromt vhich should

be passed along,

oo long ha¥e our pecple felt no relation to the Esergescy Committee becanse no
one ever took them into confidence,

w“ho would eompone the reader 1is%) A VERY SELECEND LIST == each name carefully
chosoni (1) The Chairman and Publicity Chairman of sach local Emergescy uncil
as 1t iz formed; (2) Parsone selected by the Chalrman of the Committee on
Comamunity Melstions, Individusle who mny be added from time to time afier it

ie clesr bhat they are the tyse whe would respeet the confidential nature of

the Bulletin,

PLEACTE 1ot me have your thourhte on thia matter, The first bdulletin should
be lfasusd no later than Novembar let,

W FE

L=



Octohar §, 12943

Mr, Hm Hontor

American Lmergency Committee for <iomist Affalirs
4] Esst 42nd Bt.

New York, N.Y.

iy deur Mr, Hontor:

That was & good job done at the Allota-nt Committee, &nd I am wery
much delighted with the results. That $800,000 was & windfall, and I think
thet my analysis of the JDC Pinancisl Statemsnt on Tuesduy afternoon had a
little to do with the results., Be that as it may, felestine will have more
funds to operate with during the coming year.

I want to compliment you on the mammer in which yom presented our
cape and the expert way in which you amawersd ‘all yusations bearing om our
financial statement. A definite effort wis made %o glve the impression that
our financial stutementa were vague, contradictory, ete. You repudiuted svery-
one of the insimuitions with cold facts. Considerirz that you are not the
treasurer of the Jewish Agency, and could only interpret the statements
vhich they submitted to you, and thut you are not a professional public
acecountant, you did an extraordinary job.

The mesting of the Emerzency Committee. yestorday aftarnoon, want
of f very smoothly anc satisfactorily. Pleuse meet at the parlisst momsnt with
the chairmen of those committees which must get into operation at once, siree
on the membership of the committees, and 2ot to work.

I am returning to you the liat of the committses which you submitted
to me with a faw sug. eations.

I am enclosing herewith also the latter which is to be sent to
Apgenblatt and Goldstein requesting the money transfer to the Emer ency Committee.
You may send it out ir my name, und get Rosenbloom's signature to it. 1 would
alse sugiest thut you met with Hosenbloom at the first opportunity, «nd with
the ghalrmen of those committeea of which substantial bud etary re uir-ments
are Indicuted, and get up a tentative budget for the coming twelve manths
to be sresented, if sosaible, for approwvul to the Emergency Committee at its
next meeting. ¢e ought to ask for acpproximately a half milliecn dollars inclusive
of the $L58,000 already allocated, The immensely increased income of the UPA
should make this appropriation simple becuuse it would in no way interf re with
the work in Palestine., #hen you huve your tantetive budget, it might be advisable
for you and Hosenbloom to have &« talk with Rosenblatt, Goodwan, Goldstein, =te.
and get their consent to the budget.



Ur, Henry Hontor —— October 8, 1943

fiith ref:rence to the rejuest of Samuel Dicikstein, I am returning
his letter with the suggestion that you get im toueh with Dr. Stephen Wise
and find out whit he thinks about it, aund with Dr. Jonah Wise. I assume that
a s8imilar 1 tter which was adiresssd to me at 742 Madison Avemie was also
addressed to Jonah Wise, and parhaps also to Rosenwald. Whatever is done
should be done concertedly.

I hoEs that you will arrange to be in Rashin ton on konday, October 1l
to meet with Goldwann, Lipsxy, fWeisgal and myself to talk over the fashington
0ffice of the Emerzency Committee and the relation of the Emergency Committee
with the Political Bureau of the Agenmcy. Please arrange for the m eting at
one o'clock for luncheon, as I have an eleven o'clock meeting with Bloom
that morning. fe could huve luncheon sent up to our offices in the Dorchester
Hﬂm-u

With all good wishes, I remain

Very eordially jours,

AHS:BE

P.5. Please follow up tha matter of a Research Director and part-time
Director of fublicutions., I should ik to get these two positioms
filled definitely.



SIMILAR LETTER WENT TO:; MRS, DAVID DE SOLA POCL, PRESIDENT

HADASSAH :

MR, DAVID WERTHEIM, SECHETARY
POALE ZION-ZEIRE. ZIOW

COPY
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COMMITTEE

41 Eggt 42nd Stfeet
Hew York City

Mr, Leon Gellman, President
Mizrachl Orzanization of America
1133 Broadway

Hew York City

Dear lMr, Gellman:

Attached hereto le a copy of a letter which we have addressed
to Dr, lsraesl G#éldetein, Presidemt of the Zioniet Organization of
America, Its contents describe the action to be initiated, We
are confident that the Migrachi Organization of America will be
resdy and eager to cooperate in thie undertsking,

Presumably you will wish to communicate promptly with your
conetituents to adviee them of the action contemplated so that
they may be ready to respond,

Aa we have indlicated in our letter to Dr, Goldstein, the
efficient operation of this project will be greatly facilitated
if you will route to the Zionist Emergency Council for such
action as may be required in relation thereto all correspondence
that you may recelve from your groups in this connection,

Cordially yours,

Abba Hillel Silver
Chairman of Executive Committee

Joel Gross ;
AHS;JG:MFE Chairman of Community Contactc Committee
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Dr, Israsl Gold etein, President
Zionist Orgenization of America
270 West 89th Street

Hew York City

Dear Dr, Goldstein:

In our view the
in great

of the Council, This is especlally true in

COPY
-
AMERICAY ZIONIST BMERGENCY COMMITTEE

—-— - ' Tﬁ

41 East 42 Street
New York City
October 7, 1943

effectivensss of the work of the Zionist Emergency Council will depend
measure on the extent of the participation by local communities in the

undertakings

Connection with activity which we desire to

initiate immediately to mobilize public opinion against the White Paper,

May we, therefore, suggédst that the Zionist Organization of Ameriéa
the convening of meetings
American Zionist Emergenc

ibility of initiating

2 local section of the
Promptly with the Presidents of all Zionist
with the officers
Council, The aim of the first meetinz should
character and aim to the national body,

Council, Thie will facilitate action in

in each community for the
¥y Council,
Districte urging that each,
of each of the other organizations represented nationally on the Emergency
be to create an Emergency Council similar in

The national office of the
then desl directly with whatever person or Dersons are selected to
the current political

take the respons-
purpose of creating
Our thought is that you communicate
in turn, get into touch

Emergency Council will
head the local Emergency
picture,

We are advising the heads of Hadassah, Poale Zion and Mizrachl of the contente of this

letter so that they may apprise their
that the Zisnisgt Orzanization taeke the

Chapters and Branches
initiative, we are merely trying to accelerate action,

of what ie intended., In sugresting

confident that all the gEroups will be ready to cooperate,

There ig no occasion for our

bowever, that it would be desirable that the

(1) To facilitate politiecal
promptly with the officers of
(2) The local Emerzency Council should
twelve, in order to make it
tions through their own groupinza;

Belations Chairman,

suggesting what type

action on a national scale,
Hadassah, Poale Zion and Mizrachi in your community and set up
the framework of a Zionist Emergency Council in which all

have = smell
promptly responsive to
Emargency Council would serve to inform and stimulste the membersaip of the varicus

of lefter you wish to write, We believe,

letter contain at least the following pointsa:

it is urged that you communicate
will be represented:
membershinp of not more than tenm or

whatever situation mizht arise. This
organiza-

efficiency, and in order %o avoid duplication, the local
Imergency Council shouid not have more than two offices for (a) a Chairman

and (b) a Public

have been selected, their names should be communicated

to the American Zioniat Emergency Council, 41 Eagt 42nd Street, New York City, which will be in

further contact with them, to
Tour early action in the

further information on
if your office would

this subject is

(8igned)

(Signed)
AHS;JG :MFR

orovide information and such direction as may

above matter will be
helpful if you would send us a copy of the letter which you circularize,
sent to your office,
send us copies of sueh corresnpondence so that we mey follow through,

be reguired,

It would be most
In the event that
it would be additionally waluable

greatly appreciated,

Very cordislly Yours,
Abba Hillel Silver
Chairman of Executive Committee

Joel Groas
Ehairman of Community Contacts Committee
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UNITED PALESTINE AFFEAL
41 East 42nd Street
¥ew York City #17

October 7, 1943

Tot Dr, Abba Hillel Silver

From: Mr, Henry Montor

I attach herewith for your personal and confidential infermation,

a copy of a note which has reached me - not through the regular
maile, however - from Leoc Herrmann, Secretary of the Eeren Hayesod
in Jerusalem, The problem he describes is one of immense concern
to every individual in the United States who hms any relationship
to the remittance of funds to Falestine, or the deseription of such
remittances that may be forwarded to Palestine.

I call thie to your attention even though it is a note of the most
private character, because I am hopeful that it will influence your
methode in communicating with Jerusalem in the future should the need
arise for such communications either by cable or letter. It is
important to note not only that letters be examined carefully in
accordan€fe with the principles established by Mr. Herrmann, but that
any written or printed documents that may be sent to Palestine, should
be carefully examined, sc that our natiomal inetitutions should not be
subjected to embarrassment.



P
}h’\uTED PALESTINE APPEAL
’ 41 EAST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Note to: Mr, Henry Montor, United Palestine Appeal
41 East 42nd Street, New York Clty

Jerusalem, August 26, 1943

We could have saved ourselves a good deal of corresvondence, misunderstanding, delay

and irritation if only I could have spoken to you, Jaffe, Blumenfdld, Martin Rosenbluth
or Bernard Rosenblatt for half an hour during the past few years., True, a number of
mutual friends have passed to and fro across the Atlantic, but they gemerally dealt in
major policies and had neither the time nor the thoughts-to spare for the details which
mst, necessarily, take up a share of my attention from time to time. Let me, therefore,
use this opportunity to clarify ome or two points.

By now the United States have been long emough in th r to enable you and other of
our friends to understand some of the difficulties we|Are up against. A few weeks ago
I sent you the text of a regulation issued by the Paldgtine Controller of Finance.
These, and preceding rules, have been issued without h concern for the special con-
ditions governing our work. The Eeren Hayeso as the EEKL - is engaged in
collecting funds all over the world, or at a triee of the United
Nations, for tranemission to Falestine. The Controller o ce is not interested
in the manner in which we raise that money is not his t#sk to help us achieve
gptimam results, He is solely comcerned hat no money of ocurs should be spent
abroad without his prior consemt, It explain to him that money raised on
£ elsewhere, is so raised by independent

,» and that if these committe es agree to
thsir recognition that, as Zionists, they
ties in Jerusalem, ZEven if the Controller
hes between the moral and legal aspects gov-
pommittees abroad, the letter of the law
. queetions which make oar correspondence with
letters or cablees do not fit into the frame-
are being, hung up, intercepted, or, afthe
» or Bernard Rosenblatt, or Jaffe seek our
grant to be made in Amerieca; despite all pre-
ontroller of Finance still euepects that, by

vious experlence and g o
our approval of enditu.ra, we may be reducing the flow of dollars into the cofferes
of the Palestine Englieh Treasury. Let me quote only one recent example.

to go

committees of Jews not subject to Ps
abide by our instructioms, it is by

erning the relations between
compels him to put to us th
Hew York so diffieult. An
work of legal terminclogy,
best, delayed, and that me
approval for some item of ;

Mr. Jaffe intend to H ¢o, whers he sexpecte to raise a very considersble sum

of money for I.ll. uinhad to send & telegrem to Bernard Foeenblett authorizing
the Palegtine F Ine. to pay him a definite sum of money to cover his
travelling a:punu- intenance in Mexico. 1 need hardly say that the amount

involved is negligible in comparison with the sume he expects to raise. Nevertheless,
based on the letter of the law, the Controller of Finance refuses to pass the cable we
proposed to send. All he is prepared %o do is to authorize the expenditure covering
the trip to Mexico; the money Mr. Jaffe will need for his stay there can only be fur-
nished by our opening an account with a Palestine Bank which, in ite turn, will ipstruct
ite Mexican agent or representative accordingly. Withal, even that amount has to be
approved by the Controller of Finance.

Vhat I wish you and other friends to understand is that we have great difficulty in
replying to cables or letters asking for our approval of paymente made at your end, ir-
respective of thelr description, i.e. loans, grants, or anything else. Far better if,
in the case of payments or grants made by the UPA, the Falestine Foundation Fund Ine.,
or Messrs, Blumenfeld cor Jaffe, you all are satiefied with a formal acknowledgment of



!

~TUNITED FALEISTII:IE APPEAL

41 EAST 42nd STREET - B
NEW YORK, M. Y.

such communication received from you. That is the reason I have repeatedly asked you,
Mr, Bernard HEosenblatt, Sarah Behrman and Martin Rosenbluth to refrain from sending us,
or Mr. Kaplan, statemente with covering lettere giving detaile of payments made "on
behalf® or "for the debit of" the KE or Jewish Agency in Jerusalem. We understand the
need for such payments on your part without further explanations, just when we recelve
the bare statements.

The above naturally applies to amll grante made in Americe by the Palestlne Founiation
Fund, Inc., to the office of Messrs, Blumenfeld and Jaffe and its varlous officials, or
any other persons., Of course, we are glad to kmow of such payments, but we should llke
the correspondence %o be confined to bald statementsy\you, and other friends, can take
our approvel, or disapproval, as the case may be, fo anted without expecting any
lengthy communiecatlons on the subject.

This will also help you to understend the reason why
our books with apounts expenied for us at yo
the end, full and due coneideration will be given tec all payments, but neither you
nor Mr, Hosenblatt should worry over temporary differences ween the American and
Jerusalem pccounts, The whole matter me : fdiculons, because thie cumbroue pro-
cedure haes been devisedi solely to prote Mrhte of the Palestinian and, presum-
ably, British Governments in propertiés hts of Palestinian or British reeidents
or institutione in America, We have 4
legally speaking, funds colleeted for Fe
tramgferred to Falestine; the above wi
alwaeys been appreciated.

cannot always eredit you in
rest assured that, in

How, however, that this difference has not

I tried to explain this matpe
had & talk with you.

ir, HelWon C(lueck, and I hope he has meanwhile

Flease convey the contents\of Mr. Eernard Roeenblatt and Messrs.

Blumenfeld and Jaffe's offine

L. H,
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CONFIDENTIAL
MI OF » MEETING OF THE ATMINISTRATIVE COMNITTEE OF THE UNITED PALEST APPEAL

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1943 at 12:30 P.MN.
HELD AT THE HOTEL BILTHORE, NEW YORK CITY

PRESENT: Stephen S. Wise, presiding: Herman W, Bermstein, Philip S, Bernstein,
Samuel Berson, Maurice M, Bouksteln, Abraham H. Cohen, Sel Cohen,
Joshua 8. Epstein, Harry P, Flerst, Mendel ¥, Fisher, David Freiberger,
Israel Geldstein, Abraham Goodman, Hmanuel Greenberg, Joseph E. Gresberg,
lsanc Hamlin, Herman Hollander, Abraham Erumbein, Israel H, Levinthal,
Abrahan L, Liebovitz, Irving D, Lipkowitz, Irving Miller, David Pinski,
Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Hyman J, Reit, Sol Reiter, Louis Rimsky,
Bernard A, Rosenblatt, Charles J, Rosenbloom, Y¥rs, Samuel J. Rosensohn,
lre, Dvorah Rothbard, Joseph Schlossberg, Max J, Schneider, Arthur I,
Shain, Abba Hillel Silver, kaxwell Silver, Mrs., Archibald Silverman,
Robert Silverman, Jacob Sincoff, Ferdinend Sonneborn, Rudolf G.
Sonneborn, Elihu D, Stone, Signund Thau, Harold M, Weinberg, Herman
Weisman;

Semuel Blitz, Kurt Blumenfeld, Josef Cohen, Nahum Goldmann, Mre, Devid
Greenberg, leid Jaffe, Arthur Lourie, Henry Montor, Martin Rosenbluth,
Alex Rothenberg, Jesse Schwartz, Hymen Shulson, Meyer F. Steinglass,
Meyer W. Welsgal.

EExEREEE

FIRANCIAL STATUS OF U.P.A.

¥r. Charles J, Rosenbloom presented a report on the fimancial status of the U.P.A.
(Appendix &4). Mr. Rosenbloom also stated that $6,400,000 additional was expected
to be distributed by the Allotment Cormittee of the 1943 United Jewish appeal. The
sessions were to start that afternoon and continue the next day. Ee expressed the
view that this year the U.P.A. would get a better bresk in the division of the funds
than it had in many years.

The report was adopted as read.
LEAVE OF ARSENCE FOR HENRY MONTOR

Dr. Silver pointed out that in recent weeks he had accepted the new post in the
Zionist movement of Chairman of the Zxecutive Committee. of the Imergency Committee
as well as Co-Chairmenship of that body. He did so with the feeling that for the
duration, the work of the Mmergency Cormittee, charged with the prosecution of our
political work in defense of our position in Palestine, is of paramount importance
and should command the best everyone can give to the work at this time, The Emerg-
ency Committee was belng reorganized for more effactive service for the final attack.
The Emergency Committee was greatly in need of the kind of administrative skill,
energy and devotion that Mr. Montor had given to the work of the U.P.a. these many
years, The field hed been canvessed. Other candidates had been sought. Yione had
been found who would most satisfactorily meet the requirements of that positiom.
Therefore, he had turned to Mr. Montor and asked him to cone over for the duration
to the Emergency Committee and work with the group there, It is a full-time job for
a man to be doing all that the Energency Cormittee should be doing at this time.
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Mr, Montor was very reluctant to do 1t. But he finally understood and yielded to the
Inevitable., The Emergency Committee, conditional upon the U.P.A, granting him a
leave of absence, had already elected him as its Executive Director. He was, there-
fore, asking that the Administrative Cormittee grant Mr. Montor a leave of absence

to the Emergency Committee for as long as the job will require - for the duration,

In the meantlime, Dr, Silver had canvassed the situation for someome to take Mr,
Montor's place. Mr., Montor will not be completely disassociated from the work of

the U.P,A., EHe will always be available for helpful guidence and all other services
for which his particular help would be needed, It might be some time before someone
ecould be found to take his place. TFor the time being and until permanent arrange-
ments might be made, he suggested that Mr. Rcobert Silverman who had been with the
U,P.A. for many years and knows 1lte activities thoroughly, and is & veteran campaign-
er, familiar with U.J.A, problems, should be asked to step in and carry on until
permanent arrangements would be made for a succeesor to Mr, Montor during his leave
of absence.

As far as the relationship to the U.J.A. 18 concerned, Dr. Silver would try to work
out & similar arrangement there so that Mr, Montor would not be completely cut off
from his contacts with the U.J.A., because his experience there is invaluable and no
new person can step in., He therefore asked for approval for a leave of absence for
Mr. Montor and for the temporary arrengement with referemce to Mr. Silverman.

The Chairman said that he felt just as Dr, Silver did about Mr, Montor, All felt,
he said, that Mr. Montor would be immensely helpful to both himself and Dr. Silver
in the Emergency Committee.

Dr. Goldstein said that when the name of Mr. Montor was projected for the Emergency
Committee work, those responsible for the U.P.A, in the Keren Hayeésod and Keren Kaye-
meth had begun to consider the problem. They too reluctantly came to the same con-
clusion reached by Drs. Silver and Wise. A number of people in the joint Eeren
Hayesod-Keren Kayemeth committee felt so convinced of Mr. Montor's indispensability
to the U.F.A, that they debated whether it would be the wisest thing to permit Mr.
Montor to leave the U.P.A, in order to serve the Emergency Committee. But good
Zionists as they all are, they could come to one conclusion. He expressed the hope
on behalf of the jolnt committee that Mr. Montor's services in the Emergency Commit-
tee would be of the same high ealibre as they have been in the U.,P.A. and that all
would feel justified in meking the sacrifice from the point of view of the U.P.a.

It wes moved, seconded and unanimously carried that Mr, Henry Montor, Executive
Director of the United Palestine Appeal, be granted a lesve of absence for an in-
definite period to do work with the Zionist Emergency Committee.

Diescussion was given to the question of someone taking Mr, Montor's place. Dr.
Goldstein suggested that the joint Keren Hayesod-Keren Kayemeth committee would eppre-
ciate the opportunity if action were postponed and there could be a further discus-
slon of the matter with Dr, Silver in the very near future.

Dr. Silver did not feel that the appointment of an interim director ceme within the
purview of the Joint committee, It 1s a campalgn post, man office filled by the
U.P.A. Administrative Committee and not the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth. It is
unlike the position of the Chairman of the U.P,A, who is selected by the K.H. and
E.K. But when that is done, the U.P.A, selects its own administrative staff to carry
on its work, He didn't think that precedente of this kind should be established.
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Mr, Weisman asked who, under ordinary circumstances, would take Mr, M r's place
if he were away from the city. The answer was given: Robert Silverman,” Mr. Weisman
felt that automatically in Mr, Montor's belng given a leave of absence, Mr. Silverman
would continue temporarily until a different selectlon were made.

Mr, Montor sald that he would very much feel that the services of one of the most
devoted Zionist workers in the United States had been inadeguately understood and
appreciated if Mr., Silverman were permitted to come into this position by & negative
approach. He ocught to point out that Mr. Silverman had been director of the U.P.A.,
had served at one time as Co-Director of the U.J.A. Above all titles, he has the
interestes of Zionism and Palestine and the U.P.A. at heart in a way which no other
person could surpass, He felt the administrative Committee ought unanimously to
accord him at least this tribute of the temporary appointment.

The Chairman felt it was a fine thing to make acknowledgment now of Mr, Silverman's
devoted services for a whole generation and more to the Zionist ceuse.

Dr. Silver's suggestion for the temporary appointment was put to a motlon, seconded
and unanimously carried.

1943 ~LLOTMEINT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED JEWISH PFEAL

Dr. Silver referred to lMr. Rosenbloom's remarks on the subject. & fine statement of
the income and expenditures in Palestine hnd been prepared in the office and every
effort would be mede to present the material effectively.

RESIGHATION OF JOEL GROSS

A letter wes read from Mr, Joel Gross submitting his resignation from the Administra-
tive Committee of the United Palestine Appeal (Appendix B) beceuse he felt such
nembership incompatible with his duties as Chairman of the 1943 Allotment Committee
of the United Jewish Appeal.

The notion was made, seconded and unenimously carried that the resignation be pro-
visionally accepted and that Mr. Gross be reinstated as a member of the adninistra-
tive Committee following the conclusion of hie activities in the allotment Committee,

YOUTH ALIYAH CCORDINATION

Mr, Eudolf Sonneborn reported on behalf of the Youth Aliyah subcommittee of the
U.P.4. on a meeting held at the Hadassah office on September 28th with a subcommittee
of Eadagsah, He reviewed the Youth aliyah problem, the form which it kad teken when
the announcement wes made early this year of the expectation of 29,000 children and
the changes that had taken place since then. It was still desirable to create some
maechinery to cope with the problem when it assumed acute form.

Following a cordial discussion with the Hadnssah spokesmen, the U.P.A, had this morn-
ing received a counter-draft proposzl from Hadassah. The U.P.A, eubcommittee had not
yet had an opportunity to discuse it, end, therefore, no point of view was presented.
Mr. Sonneborn read the draft (Appendix C). He submitted the draft as factual
material without any recommendation.

The Cheirman assumed that the committee would study the matter further and, at the
next meeting, submit e report.
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MIZEACHI - UNITED PALFESTI TIONSHIP

For the sake of facilitating the discussion, Mr. Montor read from a mimute circulsted
by Mr,. Hendel Fisher as secretary of the joint committee of the K.H. and K.K. in re-

gard to = discuesion held with Mizrachi representatives on Mizrachi's relationship to

the U.P,A, in 1944 (Appendix D), The joint committee had voted to recommend

$200,000 as an allotment from the U.P.A. in 1944, dependent on acceptance by the re-

spective organizations and the Mizrechi,

Hr. Hollander, epeaking on behalf of Mizrachi, stated that a letter had been written
rejecting the proposel, Mizrachi would launch an independent campaign and hoped that
this could be done with the issuance of a joint statement emphasizing the cordial
relations which have existed and which will continue.

In response to Mrs, Pool's question as to the epecific request mnde by Mizrachi, Mr,
Hollender stated that the requests were twoi (1) a change in status so thet Mizrachi
would not be a silent beneficlary but an sctive factor in the U.P.A.; (2) an allot-
ment of $300,000.

The Chairman inquired whether it wasn't true that at one time the figure of $250,000
had been discussed., Mr. Hollander stated this was an unofficial figure, Judge
Rosenblatt said that & number of Mizrachi leaders had come to him unofficlally and
used that figure,

Hr, Liebovitz sald that he had attended a Keren Hayesod meeting at which Rabbi Meler
Berlin had used the 250,000 figure. He had said that the reason more money wae
needed was because of the many children who were arriving in Falestine, for whon
houses had to be built, In the light of the Youth Aliyah status, with a subecommittee
discussing the whole probles, he did not think that Mizrachi would reguire the full
sum it had mentioned,

Mrs, Pool said that she was for giving the Mizrachi a maxirum sum of money but she
thought it wrong to predicate any request for additional funds on the needs of the
children. The budget of the Youth Aliyah had been met 100% by the Hadassah funds,
Furthermore, $108,000 head been cabled to Miss Szold for housing., This was the
emount she asked for, since that was all the priorities for bullding she could ob-
tain, If she had asked for more money, more might have been cabled. The bulldings
are to provide accommodations for children where they can observe the traditions of
Judaism, that is, for Orthodox children only. Any sppeal based on housing needs for
the children was, ghe believed, unwarranted,

Mr, Hollander eaid that Migrachi agrees 100% with Mre. Pool's statement. When Rabbi
Berlin had firet arrived, the problem of children was paramount. In the neantine,
it is correct that Youth Aliyah has provided for housing in the Misrachi colonies.
Mizrechl itself has given over $60,000 for additional buildings in Palestine end has
adopted o budget for building irrespective of what the Youth Allyah hes glven for
sdditione]l facilitles for the childrsn, He gald Mizrachi is not basing its request
on the children. Mizrachi needs the money it asks,

Mr. Boukstein felt the Administrative Committes could take no actloen for the time
being, since the matter is 8t:ll in the hands of the Jjoint comnmittee, A communica-
tion, described by Mr. Hollander, is on the way, fron the Mizrachi to the Joint com-
mittee. Until that comrmnication is received and dealt with, no action can be taken.
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Dr, Silver did not feel that any action was required by this body. The matter of
allocation of funde is within the competence of the K.H, and K.K. The only reacon
the mntter had come up here wee because nt the lepat meeting when the subject of &
Mizrachl independent campaign was raised, it wns felt this affected the U.P.A. cam-
palgn relationship for 1944, A resolution had been passed urging the joint commit-
tee to reconsider its original alloeation and act sympathetically, perhaps increas-
ing the allotment, The Administrative Committee had not indicated whaet the addi-
tional amount should be; nor did it wish to indicate any amount at this time., Since
the matter is gtlll in the process of negotiation, the matter should be left to the
joint committee for final action,

There was some discussion of the continustion of campeign activities currently on
behelf of the Mizrachl Rehabilitation Fund, Yr. Hollander said this was merely
collection of pledges mlresdy made,

Kr. Hamlin inguired whether, when a new agreement is concluded with Migrachi, refer-
ence would again be made therein to two pointe: (1) that the money received fronm the
U.P.A. should be spent in Palestine; and (2) that the Nizrachi should submit an
anmual report to the Jewish Agency mas well as the U.,P.A. on how the money is spent.

Dr. Coldstein stated that these points would be reiterated in the 1944 mgreement
with Mizrachl, if there 1s one.

Mr, bNontor stated that Mizrachi had submitted a statement for the current periocd.
This included the report of the receipt of $51,000 for the Mizrachi Rehabilitatim
Fand. He added that to his knowledge & campeign was still in progress,

A motion was made, seconded and carried that the report of the joint committee be
accepted a8 an interim report,

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 F.M,




October 15, 1945

iir. Henry Montar

American Emergency Coumittee for Zionist Affairs
41 East 42nd St.

Hew Iﬂﬂ, N.X.

My desr ir, Montors

Hr. Louis informs me that on Fridsy, Octobver 8,

a&: of Labor peased :mnmim gupporting the
a8 & Jowish Coummonwealth, I wish you womld
consider with the roper pepple tie sdvisability {a) of naving the
American Federation of Labor sond this resclution imsediately to
the State Dejurtment &nd ta the President, or (b) having the American
Federation of Labor send & delagation to the State Department to convey
this resolution. If organized labor has a Radio Rour, it might be well
to request them to mention this reeoclution on it. Perhaps other radio
hours might also be persucded to refer to the resclution.

I wish you would explore with Rabbi Uold and his Committee, the
advisability of appreaching a Catholic hierarchy before long. You might
inquire what our past experience has been in our contacting the Catholie
people in this countr; about Palestine, what srominent Catholie layman in
Hew York would be the right person to arrenge for such a comtuct, or ahould
it be through a Catholic layman?

With all good wishes, I remain
Very cordially yours,

AH31BK
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WASHINGTON LEGISLATIVE CAMPAIGN AGAINST WHITE PAPER STARTED

Washington (JP8) ~— Dr, Abba Hilll Hilver, newly-elected chalrman of
the Executlve Commlittee of the American Zioniat Emergency Counecll, has
already made his presence in Washington felt as, assuming political
leadership of the Zionlist movement, he launched the campaign azainst
the Britislh White Paper which would bar Jewish immigration intc Palcs—
tine in April, 1944,

In a series of interviews with leading government personali-
tles, Dr, Silver l1s understood to have emphasized the determination of
American Jows to fight the Thite Paper as a step offensive to the honor
and security of Jews throughout the world and not only because 1% is in
violation of the Balfour Declnration and the Palestine Mmdate. Among
a variety of metivitles in whlch Dr, Bilver engaged during his visits
here was a press conference at which leading Washington newspapocrmen
harmmered o at the Zionist leader with many questions which were an-
swered so eoffcotively that the veteran reporters mnde special note of
the circumstance.

Spokesmen Tor the American Zionist Emergency Council indlcat-
ed that Dr, Bilver intende to spend a great deal of time in Washington
as well as in New York in carrying out his responsibllities in the
Emergency Council,

A delegation representing the Council wvigited 8ir Ronald
Campbell, the Britiseh Minister, to protest against the manncr in which
the Palestine Government had turned the amsa-running trial inte an at-
tack upon the ¥Yighuv and the devotion of Jewry to the United Nationa
war effort. The delegation consisted of Dr. Isracl Goldsteln, Mrs.
Rose Halprin and Hayim Greenberg. Dr. Goldsteln, spokesman for the
delegation, sounded a vigorous protest and stressed that the Jewlsh peo-
ple would not be deterred in thelr campalgn for the abandonment of the
White Paper because of the tactics of pressure uscd by the Palestine
Government to "emear" the Jews of Palestine.

207 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 3

MINUTES OF MEETING
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMEROENCY COUNCIL
October 18, 1943.

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency

was held Monday, October 18th, 19843, at 4100 p.m., at 41 East 42nd Street,
New York City. T —

PRESENT

Dr. Silver (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mrs. Epstein, Mr. Gellman, Dr.
Goldstein, Mr. Oreenberg, Mrs. Helprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Neumann,
Mre. Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Shetzer, Mr. Shulman, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise.

Dr. Nahum Goldmanny Rabbi Feuer, Mr. Isreeli, Mr. Kenen, Mr. Lourie,
Mr. Montor.

Mr. Oross, Mr. Rocker, Judge Rosenblatt, Mr. Rosenbloom, Mr.8ilverman,
Mr. Weisgal.

Dr. 8ilver introduced Rabbl Leon I. Feuer, who had joinbd the executive
staff that week and would direct the work of the Oommunity Contacts Committee.
Rabbi Fguer said that he had taken leave of absence from his congregation in
order to do a job for the Emergency Council and he intended to do it with gll
the enthusiasm and energy he possessed.

Dr. 8ilver also introduced to the Executive Mr. Joel Oross, the chair-
man of the newly constituted OCommunity Contacts Committee, and Mr. Charles J.
Fosenbloom, chairman of the Finance and Personnel Committee, who, although
not members of the Executive would henceforth, as chairmen of committees,
attend its meetings.

PLAN OF AOTIVITIES

Mr. Montor made a brief introductory statement on the plan of aectivities,
indicating that proposals which had been drawn up for the work of the various
committees would be presented by their respective chairmen. Mr. Montor was,
he said, proceeding on the aspumption that the fourteen Committees which had
been appointed are to be active units in the efforts of the Emergency Couneil
to deepen and expand Zionist sentiment in this country.

Mr. Montor also made a personal statement, in which he stressed the fact
that he had left his work at the United Palestine Appeal and had accepted the
duties of Executive Director of the Emergency Couneil in the bellef that the
Zionists of America are determined that whatever failings there may have been
in the past in mobilizing the strength of American Jewry there must now be &
new conception of the efforts to be made in order to achieve our political
objectives. His concern was, he stated,thet every avenue of approach to the
Americen Jew and the American Chrietien shall be explored, whether it involves
radio, publications, press contacts, the mobilization of local Jewish and
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non~Jewish communities, ete. The program as he visuslized it will require
a great deal of money, he emphasized, a far greater sum than has ever

been spent in the United States for similar purposes. If the Emergency
Council gives the signal, he felt certain that Jews throughout the country
who are profoundly devoted to the Zionist ideal will give their time, their
energy and their resources to the work.

Dr. 8ilver stated that the Emergency Council, in calling Mr. Montor to
its service, had in mind the kind of intensified program of activity which
he indicated, and that Council intended to uphold his hands.

COMMUNITY CONTACTS COMMITTEE

Mr. Oross, reporting on the plans of the Community Contacts Committee,
stated that the purpose of this Committee will be to organize Jewish and
other public opinion wilin local communities with respect to Zionist aims.
Mr. Gross had met with Dr. S8ilver, MNr. Montor and Rebbi Feuer in order to
define the scope of activities of the Committes. A letter had been diredted
to the fowr organizaetions which constitute the Emergency Council asking their
assistance in organizing on a locel community baslis, wherever it was deemed
advisable to do so, replices of the Council insofar as this scheme of
organization would lend itself to local adeptation. The intention is to
integrate into the work of the Community Contacts Committee every person in
avery community who can be of help in mobilizing public opinion on behalf of
our cause,and to synchronize all activities on & local community basis so as
to produce the most effective atteck possible. It is hoped to enlist the
help, as aides to the locel committees or as participants thereon, those
individuals who cemmand public respect in thoir communities.

All the four constituent orgenizations, Mr. Gross continued, are being
asked to meke available to the Community Contecte Committee £1l their facil-
ities and all of thelr manpower, sc that they may be integrated immediately
through the work which is now being undertaken.

The first task of the Committee, Mr. Oross stated, will be to educate
the mass population with respect to the White Paper and what it means, and
the necessity of taking concerted political action throughout the country.
Its plan is to build up &n atmosphere in the country which will lead to the
holding of a number of mass meetings, sbout the middle of March, st a time
when local public opinion will have been influenced sufficiently. By that
time it is hoped Yo have Congressmen end Senators cognizent of the mass support
behind our progrem, and the intention is to culminaste the activities with
respect to the White Paper through this series of mass meeting.

The plans are so far in embryonic state, Mr. Oroes concluded. The
Committee to be formed will coneist of 60 to TO key people throughout the
country. When the plans are more crystallized they will be presented to the
Exescutive.

AMERTICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE

Mr. Bhulman, chairman of this Committee, reported as followst Steps
heve been teken to constitute this Committee, invitetions having been sent
out to the proposed members and a considerable mumber of acceptences having
already boen received. The first meeting of the Committee was to be held the

following day.
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In the meantime, Mr. Shulman had teken steps to set up an Executive
Committee of the Ameriean Prlestine Committee, which ha felt was the first
task of his committee. For this purpose he visited Washington, where he
met with Senator Wagner's secretary and with Senator Wegner himself. The
Senator approved of the proposal to orgenize an Executive and suggested &
committee consisting of twenty to twenty-five members, which Mr. Shulnman
hoped was set up by this time. He alsc indicated that he was prepared to do
whatever he could to sctivize the American Palestine Committeec.

Mr. Sulnan had also discussed the White Paper with Senator Wagner and
our plens for fighting it, and the Senator sympathized with our program. He
expressed the opinion that we had not yet made full use of the imerican Jewish
Conference and its accomplishments, and that we ought to make clear to the
country that the Conference spesks for American Jewry.

Mr. S8milman reported further on political aspects of his talk with
Senstor Wagner. He had alsp met with Senator Comnally.

Mr. Shulman then outlined the propcsals which would be submitted to the
meeting of the imerican Palestine Committee the following day, including plans
for the launching of a campaign to enlist some 50,000 members in the A.P.C.
(the present membership is 1200). The first step would be to send letters to
100,000 - 200,000 leading figures throughout the country, members of the
State Legislatures, leaders in professions and other pecple prominent
nationally and locally. Other proposals to be discussed at the meeting the
following day included the use of newspeper advertisements, spot advertising
on the redio, engaging one or two experts in interpational law to render an
opinion on the White Paper, conwoking of a Christien Conference, and special
functions to be held by the &mericen Palestine Committee during the presence
in this country of Mr. Bernmard Joseph, whose arrival was expected shortly.

Diecussimg the proposed expension of the aAmerican Palestine Committee,
Dr. 8ilver refbried to the elaboraste plans being made by the Army Committee
to build up a League for Free Palestine, and to enlist nonJews in & competi-
tive movement to the Zionist movement in America. The American Palestine
Committee will try to enlist es many non-Jews as possible in our work, Dr.
Silver stated, and channelize their Palestine interest through the A.P.C.

After some discussion on the Jewish hymy Committes and the proposed
Leapue for a Free Palestine, it wae agreed that the whole question be made
the subject of a thorough discussion by the Emergency Council at an early
mesting. Mrs. Halprin also urged thet the question of bringing Mr. Meir
Orossman back into the Emergency Council be taken up.

UPA SHARE OF UJA COLLECTIONS FOR 1943

Dr. S8ilver reported on the decisions of the Allotment Committee of the
United Jewish Appenl with reference to the U.P.A. Under the agreement for
1943, of the firet £9,100,000 raised, the U.P.A. received $2,760,000. &n
additional £6,400,000 had been received by the U.J.A., of which the U.P.i. is
to receive 45% (or £2,880,000), which is the largest percentage the U.P.A.has
ever received from an Allocations Committee. The next 5800,000 to be raised
will go outright to the U.P.A, to pey off a deficit of the Jewish agencyj if
there is any additional income after that, its distribution will be decided
by the Allotment Committee. The total income of the U.P.A. for 1943,
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therefore, will be $5,940,000, plus the traditional collections of the
Jewish National Fund, which will amount to about $900,000 — making & total of

$6,840,000; and the Youth Aliyah and other income, which will bring the total
to almost é'?,um,mc.

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE

Mr. Charles J. Rosenbloom, chairmen of the Committee on Finance and
Personnel, presented the following reports

The Committee had met that morning and had heard from Mr. Montor of the
work of the Emergency Oouncil as it has been reorgenized, and of the activities
to be carried out by the fourteen committees which have been set up. The
Finance Committee considered cerefully the requests made for the various
committees and felt that only by giving them the money they will require will
it be possible for an effective job to be done.

The budget presented by Mr. Montor called for an expenditure of
$604,500, for the period from October 15, 1043 to October 14, 1944, and the
Finance Oommittee unanimously passed this budget. Although broken down
departmentally, Mr. Rosenbloom explained, that does not mean that it is a
rigid budget. There are iteme included which may not be spent, but if they
cen be expended advantageously the Finance Committee believed they should be
available.

Following are the mmounts budgetted for the varions departmentst
General office costs — $155,0005 Publicity Department - £48 000;
Publicetions Department -~ £50,0003 Community Contacts — $20,000; Research -
$48,000; Americen Palestine Committee - $55,0004 Speakers Burcau - $59,500;
Ohristian Clergy - 15,0003 Special Services and Events - £158,000.

The Finance Committee, Mr. Rosenbloom reported, reccmmended the edoption
of this budget end mede the following recommendations as to how the required
sum should be procureds

The Keren Hayesod and the Jewish Netionsl Fund, under the terns of
the obligation they undertock in the 1943 contract for the U.P.A.
to turn over the balance of the $25,000 pledged, nemely ......4180,000.

Hadassah to make available an additional ..... essssnsssnsssavevs 00,000
Mizrachl to be asked to pledge « +severs cosecncccnsass sssesews 10,000
PDB].E Eiﬂn H H H “ “ R e LR aE ST ST L
, 000
This amount should be supplemented by another.....ceecvvvvviise wes 44,000
to be made availeble from the K.H. and K.K.L. for 1943
For the period up to Oct. 15,1944, a sum of. ..evvvvevencnns T 280,000
should be made avasilsble by the K.E. and K.E.L.
To be made availsble by Hadasssh for this period....ecsvvvvsvcesss 5 50,000
" u " " Mizrachi snd Poale Zion, each 110,000.ss04.. 20,000
£604,000.

It was pointed out that without the Contingency Items, which amount to
£80,000, there is a budget of £525,000 required.
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In the discussion thet followed, reference wes made to & recommendation
of some time ago that the work being done by the Emergency Oouncil is in the
nature of an insursnce fund for all tha fund raising institutions, and on that
principle the funds of Hadassah, the Oewerkschaften and Mizrachi heve just as
much ag stake as the Keron Hayesod end the Keren Kaycmeth, and benefit just
as much from the work of the Emergency Couneil.

Dr. 8ilver pointed out that although this was a scund approach, prac-
tically it would not be possible of realization, since there were considersble
difficulties in the way of obteining the sums required from Hadasssh, the
Gewerkschaften and Kigrachi. He believed that since all the organizations are
cooperebing in rdsing funds for the U.P.A, and since out of these funds the
Jowish Agency has always used monay for political activities, in Jerusalem and
in Londgn, it is perfectly legitimate to use some of the money in the United
States, which has become the most important center of the politicel work.

He sugpested that instead of trying to get the money from the organizations,
which would in eany event use that monsy in Pelestine, the U.P.A. should be
requasted to meke available 8% or 9% of its total income for 1945 for this
work. If we want to do the work that must be done, Dr. 8ilver stated, a half
million dollars used in the noxt year is not excessive, and we have & right to
ask our public funds to sat aside the money for political work. If that much
money will not be required, it will not be spent. The Executive Committee will
pasa on every important item. Dr. Silver recommended that the budget be
adopted, subject to experience as we go elong, and that the Keren Hayesod and
Keren Ksyemeth be requested to make the money available for the coming year.
A motion was moved to this effect.

Mr. Neunarn suggested that a decision be taken now on the total sum which
it is believed will be required, and that thé rest of the financial report
be taken asf&orl!:hlg basis. He moved, as an amendment to the motion, thet
since the budget is 2 tentative one, the round sum of {500,000 be requestad
of the Funds.

The quostion wes reised of the specinl position of the Jewish National
Fuand with respect to the opprovel of its allocation by the Jeruselem head-
quarters. It was felt that, in view of war conditions snd the urgent needs of
the political work in the United States, the procedure of the J.M.F. should
be revised and the Fund here should assume full responsibility for the
allacation.

It wos pointed out that if the money required for the political work is
not made available by the Funds, it would be neeessary to launch & special
political campaign in the United 8tetes for this work and that would hurt the
U.F.4, as well as the Keron Hayesod and the Keren Eayemeth.

There was some further discussion on the amount of the budget to be
presented. Mr. Montor pointed out that a progran of work had been planned on
the basis of a budget of {604,000, and that certain activities might suffer
if the budret was reduced without reference to the content of 2 wery cerefully
planned progran.

The amendnment, that s budget of $500,000 be presented to the Funde, was
put to the vote and was cerried by a majority of 6 to 4.

Dr. Silver pointed out that the {500,000 budpet adopted by the Executive
would be sufficlent to lounch the progrem, and that if more funds were
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required, another request could be made later. He alsec strecssed the im—
portance of sbtaining the decision of the Funds within a week or so, so
that the personnel may be engaged without delay.

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

Mr, Lipsky reported on the plans of the Publications Committee. This
Committee had started work a few months ago with s small membership which
would row have to be changed and new personnel engaged. Thus far, certain
general understandings had been arrived at. The first task to be undertaken
ie to issue a bulletin, which is to be called "Palestine," and is to be simi-
lar in intent to the 1ittle pamphlet published in England for & number of
years before the Balfour Desclaration and after. The idea is to have this
book reflect the line of the Zionist movement with reference to American
conditions and American traditions for the purpose of acouainting American
public opinion of the status of 7ionism with reference to American political
1life and policy. The firs%t issue of the Bulletin will be out November 1 and
it will be published fortnightly thereafter. The format will be similar to
the "Reconstructionist,” and the editing will be done by Mr, Lipsky, Mr,
Monter, Mr, Shulman, Miss Sulamith Schwartz, Mr. Lourie and by a number of
the writers who are being invited to participate. All articles and edito-
rials will be unsigned.

In addition, Mr. Lipeky stated, it is intended to get out a mimesgraphed
paper to be used to diesvminate,in a relatively conflidential manner, basic
ideas on the political pusition to a list of contectias shroughout the country
vhich will be established by the Community Contacte Committee and the Ameri-
can Pelestine Committee, The Publicationes Committee also plans to publish
from time to time certain publications that are needed to meet situations
that emerge out of the setivities of the Council, e.g.s an authoritative
1little pamphlet on the abscrptive capacity of Paleatine, & pamphlet on cer-
tain aspects of the work in the United States, ate.

Left over from previous arrangements, Mr., Lipsky reported, are two
boocks which sre now in procese of completion: Dr. Walter 5. Lowdermilk's
book, which is scheduled to appear in February; and a memorandum on Ameri-
can Pelicy in Relation to Palestine, shich is being prepared by Professor
C.J. Friedrich, of Harvard University, This memorandum was tc be submitted
by Pref. Friedrich and if asccepted by the Emergency Council, was to be pub-
lished in report form or boock form.

With regard to the Lowdermilk bock, the guestion was ralsed as to
whether it might not be pessible to rush the publication of this bock, pay-
ing the publisher an additional sum, if necessary. It was pointed out that
it would be well worth the additional expenditure te have this book availe
able very seon, in view of the campaign to be eonducted against the White
Paper, It was sgreed to communicate with the publisher in this respect.

INCORPORATION OF EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Mr. Montor pointed out that the Emergency Council at present has no le-
gal status, since it is mot incorporated and ite name has not even been
registered with the Clerk of the County of Wew York, It seemed to him, he
said, that in incorporating the Council, there would be an advantage in that in
view of the financial expenditures involved, the officers of the corporation
would be free from any personsl responsibility.




o g P
ey S

Dr. Silver moved that a sub-committee of three lawyers be appointed
to look into the matter and bring back & recommendation to the next meeot-
. ing. This motion was seconded and unanimously earried.

COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS

Mr. Weisgal reported on the plans of this Committee. Certain projecte
have been undertaken, some of which are a continuation of previeus activi-
ties conducted by the Emergency Committee with which Mr. Weisgal had been

. charged by the Jewish Agency and the Emergency Committee, With regard to
Balfour Day, there was not sufficient time teo undertake any large-scale
enterprise and it had been agreed that if the Emergency Council engages
in such events it must be on a scale in keeping with the program we have
in mind., The Zionist Organization, however, had made arrangements for
BEalfour Day celebrations.

One of the projects Mr., Welsgal had been engaged in previously was
connected with the new bock by Pierre Van Paassen which was to appesar
shortly. It was clear that the Emergency Council could not offiecially
assoclate itself with the book because of its very severe strictures with
regard to Great Britain. But Mr. Weisgal felt that the book should be cir-
culated as widely as possible,

Mr. Weisgal further reported that matérial had been prepared during
the past few months on the White Paper and submitted to Mr, Edgar Mowrer
with a view to having him publish it as a paper-covered book. Mr. Mowrer,
who is & man of the highest standing and integrity, is at present studying

. the material and ie to advise ue concerning i%s publication. The ook,
if published, will consist of tho official documents together with comments
by Mr. Mowrer.

Another publication that was pending was one on Churchill and Zionism,
which congists of articles, addresses and statementa by Mr. Churchill, rele-
vant to the Palestine question, This is ready for publication, but the
question has arisen as to whether we have a right to publish it without
Mr. Churchill's permission. It was agreed that this matter be taken up
by Mr., Weisgal with the Publicatione Department.

With regard to special events, these, Mr, Weisgal painted out, will
grow out of the activities of the various committees. He believed that
Mr. Joseph's presence in this country should be utilized not merely fer
political work but also to present the Zionist case generally.

As far as the Special Services and Events Committee iteelf is concerned,
. it seemed to Mr, Welsgal that since its activities would grow out of the ac-
tivities of the other committees, perhaps it might be advieable to have its
membership consist of the chairmen of sll the committees, Dr. Silver be-
lieved that that would be unwise and expressed his desire to go into this
matter further with Mr. Weisgasl and Mr. Montor,

The meeting sdjourned st 6:30 P,M.

. A.L,
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Rt CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WASHINGTON, D. C.

October 19, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver

Amaricen Zionist Emergency Council
43 East 42nd Street

New York City

Dear Rabbi:

I was very much interested in learning that you have been
elected Chairman of the Executive Committee of the American
Zionist Emergency Council.

Ferhaps now, under the vigorous leadership which I know you
will give to thie worthy cause, something concrete may de-
velop in regard to the British White Paper.

As a Jew, I feel this proposed action of the White Faper
to be a great injustice and terribly unfair and cruel to
our already long-suffering co-religioniasts.

*

As a legislator, I em appalled by the action of one of our
Allies in a war, the chief aim of which is to preserve and
extend the Four Freedonms,.

I have been doing as much as possible, as have some of my
Colleagues, to create some official feeling here in Washing-
ton against the White Paper, I have not given any of my
actions any publicity because I do not want to receive any
personal advantage out of the suffering of our people, 1
want you to know, however, that I am willing to follow any
sugzestions which you may make and take pride in the feel=-
ing that I may be of some assigtance., Do not hesitate to
call on me whenever necessary.

With kind regards, I am
Sincerely yours,

(eigned) Arthur G. Klein

et
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Dr. Stephen S, Wize
40 Weat B8th &t,
Hew York, N.Y.

8y dear Dr, Wises

I an enclosing herewith two letters which again point
up the sitoation which confromts us in Washington very aharply
and very ominously. In bahalf of the "Night of Sters®, lir.
Straus personally placed on the President's desk a draft of a
message whiech he requested the President to sand t® the Year Book
uhieh the United Palestine Appeal issuss on the occmaion of the
Hight of Stars. A fow days ago, we received the President's
message which I am also enclosisg herawith. You will note how
scrupulously evary reforence to Palestine and to the whola subject
of the Jewish National lome was omitted fram the President's
message. Even the eddress is made to reed not Nethan Streus,
Honorary Chairmam United Pelestine l,'r,nl'.'l.. tlllthln Straus,
lonarary Chairman Night of Stars.

I began ealling attention to this fact, you will recsall,
in Philadelphia, The pame thing had heppened to the dr £t
letter wnhich we sulmitted to the President in the name of the
United Jewish Ap:cal at the beginning of ita 1945 campaign. The
massage that came back to us had not a single reference to Palestine.

I think the matter is most serlous, and lends urgency to our
suggcestion vhich we made to you yesterday morning that you sse
Justice Frunkfurter st the earliest possible moment snd insist
that he talk to the President about this entire matter. He oves
it to himself, to his omm convictions, and to the position which
he occuples as a Zionist in the minds of Americen Jewry. This
is the hour when friends of Palestine must use the privileged
positions which the, occupy close to Covernment or to the Presidant,
and aspeak up.

With all good wishes, I remain
Host cordially yours,

ANS1PE
Enc, 2




#rs Hathan Straus
880 Sixth Avenue
Hew York, N.Y.

iy dear Friends

I should 1like %o bring to your sttentlon a matter wihich has
disturbed me snd our friends on the Zionist Emergency Council graatly
for sams tlme now., This motter has beem brought sgain into serious

[l’ml by & letter which Presi’ent Roosevelt sent to you in res;onse
to your request to him for a letter on the cccasion of the tenth
annual "Night of Stura® and the publication of the Year Book of the
United Psaleatine Aspeal. (w

I beve Bbeen inforsed that you placed

_ the suggestad draft of the
statezont before tha President, & copy of shich I sm enclosing harewlth,
On October 15, we received firom the President his messcge., The great
contrast between what you rejuested him to say and whet he suid is
startling in the extreme. In his message he omlts every reforence to
Palestine, The very name is not even menti o It spescs of the

work of relief organisctions, and that owr sotivity is devoted "to the
relief of human suffering throughout the world", and is ip behalf of
mankind. TYou will also note that you are not addressed as the Honorary
Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, as the original draft contained,
ut you are addressed as the Honorery Chairmen of the "Eizht of Stars®,

This 48 not an accident, It has happened cnce before with the
President when he was requested, a few months ago, to send a message
on the occasion of the opening of the 1343 campaign for the United
yJewish A, eal. A draft was sent to nim then and the message which came
back omitted overy reference to Palestinas,

This witidrawal from contact with Palestine has been evidenced too in
the statements of some mesbers of the President's Cabinet, and Goverament
officisls connected with the Administrition. It all stems f{rom what
we have gome to belisve is a nogutive and even hostils attitude shieh has
developed within Governsant circles in the last yesror so with refs ence
to the Jewish Hutlonal flome wnd the tuclt compliancs with the officisl
British attitude on the Fhite Peper, and all that goess with it.

There is & growing resant-ent on the part of the Jews of imerica
towarda this .revsrsal, if it is thet, of the traditionsl iAmerican




lr, Hathan Straus B October 20, 1945

policy of friendship and helpfulness towards the <ionist Movement.
Unless there ia & clear indication soon that such a:reversal has not
taken place, thers will be a public outery againat the Administration.
It has been difficult for me, I assure you, to hold it in check so
far. I have recently spoken about the matter to Mr, Rosenman at the
White House, and to Justice Frankfurter.

The White Paper goes into effect in March, 1944, The Jews of
America, along with the Jews of England, are going to carry om a bitter
compalgn against this policy which Winston Churchill hinself characterised
a8 "a breach and repudiation of the Balfour Declaration"., In the course

{orm.: campaign I hope that it will not be necessary to attack the
Administration on the ground that it is tacitly scquieseing in the

| White Papsr policy, and in the liguidation of the Jawish National Home —

| for that is what it amounts to.

A3 you know, the American Jewish Confarence which met recently in a
remarkable assembly, and which was the most truly representative guthering
of t.¢ whole of American Jewry thut we Lave bad in our Mfetime, passed
almost unanimously, and with extraondinary enthusiasm, the resolution on
the iumediate abrogatiom of the White Paper. The five hundired delegutes
assemblad there represented every Jewlsh community of America. They
will be shocked to léarn, as learn they will, if the present attitude
in Washington persists, that our Goverrment, by actidn or inuction,
is insuring & policy which gounds the death Imell of the just and
internationally sanctioned aspirutions of the Jewlsh people in Palestine.

I think, my desr Mr, Straus, that as a loyal Zionist, and as &
elose frisnd of tha President, you ought to bring this to his attention.
It is later than you think! Pro-iArab forces have been busily working in
the Near East both with the British and with the Americans.
and coumitments are even now being made. Arab delegations huve begun
to visit the United States. Arab propaganda is being spread on a large
scale in the Americen press. You may have seen the article, last
Sunday, in the Herald Tribune by the Hilitary Attache to the Irag
Legation in Washington (another name for an official propagandist in

| the United States), Our own Near Zast section in the State Department
|, has always been unfriendly to us, snd pro-irab,

[I' ] Thaore are only & few Jews in the United States who havs the ear
l of the President, and in this hour of decision, if they wish to serve
the cause of our people, they must utilisze the opportunity of their

privileged position now.
With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordlally yours,

AliS B
Eng, = 2



COMMENT

by
I. B, BERKSON

Director, Research Department
American Zionist Emergency Council

A Memorendum prepared by William L. Westermann
for the Council on Foreign Relations
October 19, 1943

American Zionist Emergency Counell
542 Madison Avenue
New York, N. X.

October 24, 1944
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Confidential

Comnant by

I. B. Berkson
on

Naw nlsm and a Po fo e United Stetes
A Memorandum prepared by William L. Westermann

(Comments are made on statements in the order in
which they appear in Professor Westermann's memo-
randum, pege and paragraph being indicated.)

The first part of Professor Westermann's memorandum (pages 1-3) 1a
designed to give the impression that there is a great deal of "active
opposition among Amerdican Jews to the Zionlst program" and that there is
"at best & high degree of epathy toward Zionism emong American Jews."
Analysis of the views of the Jewlsh organizations mentioned by Professor
Westermenn does not support these generalizations. Moreover, develop-
ments during the past year eince the memorandum was written indicate ewven
more clearly that these opinlions are erroneous.

The Americen Jewish Conference, held during the week of August 29
to September 2, 1943, is described "as the supreme effort to unify the
para. 1 conflicting claims and attitudes of g1l the Jewish-American groups in-
terested in the general Zionist plans respecting Palestine.® This is true
2s far as it goes. However, Professor Westermenn fails to indicate that
the Conference was in the first instance called to consider the position
of the Jews as & whole, and that 1t recommended actlon to secure the
rights and status of Jews in the post-war world generally, as well as in
Palestine. ™ Omission of reference to the general purpose of the Conference
obscureas the fact that all partles - not only the Zionists - evinced a deep
interest in Palestine as an indispensable factor in Jewlsh post-war recon-
struction, The Conference was unquestionably the most widely representa-
tive of Jewlsh assemblies held in recent years. ThHe large vote for tha

1

The initiative in calling the Conference was taken by MNr. Henry Monsky,
President of the B'nal B'rith. When the Conference convened elxty-five
national Jewlsh organizations were represented, comprising practically
every orgeniszed national body of Jewlsh citizens in America, with a to-
tal membership of over a million men and women. The agenda adopted for
the Conference waz es followa:

e, "To consider and recommend action on problems relating to the
rights and status of Jews in the post-war world.

b. "To consider and recommend action upon all matters looking to
the implementation of the rights of the Jewlsh people with re-
gpect to Palestine,

¢. "To elect a delegation to carry out the program of the American
Jewlsgh Conference in cooperation with the duly aceredited repre-
sentatives of Jews throughout the world.®

{American Jeniuh Ganrarence, A_§3gj_gggg_g__ﬁh__ﬁ;gggi;;tion ar the E;n-
A} of R




para.

-F -

Jewlsh Commonwealth program was undeniably the expression of ths wiews of
the great majority of the Jewish leaders and communal workers assembled at
the Conference, and reflected the mass opinion of the constituencies.

The minority who did not approve of the Commonwealth formula were never=
theless united with the Zionists in demanding freedom of Jewish immigra-
tion and land settlement, unrestricted by political considerations.

It was, of course, no accident that the Amerlcan Council for Judaism
met on the same day as the American Jewlsh Conference. The American
Councll, despite ita broad title, is an ad hoc organization created for
the single purpcse of combatting the Zionist effort, and its decision to
meet on the same day as the American Jewish Conference was deliberately
made with the idea of dividing the attentlon of the publiec. Mr. Arthur
Hays Sulzberger, publisher of the ork Times, is prominently assoclat-
ed with the American Council for Judalsm and therefore it is not surpris-
ing that the New York Times, on the morning of August 31st, gave to the
opinion of this small minority a disproportionate publiclity in comparison
with t devoted to the broadly representative American Jewlsh Confer-
ence.” Professor Westermann - on the next page - agrees that the American
Council for Judaism represents "a small group of non-Zionists®, but he
falls to indicate how very emsll that smell group is. According to the
testimony offered by Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald, President of the American
Council for Judaism, during the Congressional hearings in February 1944,
the membership of that organization comprised *close to 2,500 leading Jews
all over the country." The verious Zionlst orgenizations affiliated with
the American Zionist Emergency Council, which represents the Jewish
Commonwealth point of vlew, have about 300,000 members.

In order to give a balanced view of the state of Jewlsh public opin-
ien, Professor Westermann should have made mention of the fact that there
are some groups in the Unlted States, e.g., the New Zionist Organization
and the Hebrew Committes of National Liberation, which are more extreme
in thelr edvocacy of the Jewlsh state end of a *maximalist® program than
are the official Zionist bodies end the Jewish Conference. If some or-
ganizations have opposed the Jewish Conference resolution as being too
extreme, others have opposed it because it has not gone far enough in the
demand for the immediate establishment of the Jewlsh state. As formulated
by the Zionist orgenizations at the Biltmore Conference, the Jewlsh
Commonwealth resolution incorporated in the American Jewlsh Conference
pusiiinn may properly be regarded today &s the middle-of-the-road view of
Zionlsm,

2

A similar partisanship was in evidence in the reporis of the discussions
of the Palestine Resolution bafore the House Committee on Forelgn Affeiras
in February 1944, The character of the headlines, the proportion of epace
devoted to the testimony of the representatives of the American Council
for Judaism gave a misleading impression of the general character of the

hearings,
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Professor Westermann does not point out that even the anti-Zionist
American Council for Judaism 1s opposed to the White Paper of 1839, the
principle of which Professor Weastermann himself aims to support. The
grounds of the oppositlion are clearly stated: the White Paper "shuts the
immigration doors of Palestine to Jews and restricts thelr acquisition of
land in that country.® In his testimony before the Congressional hearings
on the proposed Palestine Resolution, Mr. Rosenwald, President of the
Couneil, declared that he agreed to that part of the Resolution which
called for taking "proper measures to the end that the doors of Palestine
ghall be opened for the free entry of Jews.® The American Council for
Judaism pleaded for this on humanitarian grounds and on the ground of non-
diserimination against Jews - and not to further the Jewish national home
idea, Nevertheless, the main point stands, viz., that the American Council
for Judaism favors free entry of Jews into Palestine on the basls of
equality.

It is not wholly correct to say that the attitude of the American
Councll 1s "based more strongly upon religious than upon secular convic-
tions." The Council rationalizes its objection to the Jewlish Commonwealth
program on the ground that the Jews are a religious group enly, but as is
generally known, it is primarily concerned with the problem of the equal
status of Jews throughout the world, and this mey be regarded as a
ngecular convietion.® At any rate, other Jewlsh groups, equally or more
religious than the Councll, do not entertain any such objection to the
Zionist purpose, Orthodox and Conservative Jews regard the restoration
of Israel to Palestine as part of the Jewlsh religious tradition; Reform
Judaism, though originally opposed to Zionism, now has declared Zionism
compatible with Reform Judaism. A number of the outstanding leaders of
Amerdican Zionism - Dr., Stephen S. Wise, Dr, Abba Hillel Silver and
Dr. James G. Heller - are rabbls of the Reform persuasion.

The American Jewlsh Committee certalnly expresses & more important
minority viewpoint than does the Council for Judaism. Professor Wester-
mann fails to note that the objection of the American Jewish Committes
was mainly to that pert of the Confarence resoclution which used the term
nJewish Commonwealth® and not to that part of the Zionist program which
demanded a large immigration into Palestine. The American Jewish Committee
holds that in the light of wide divergence of opinion with reference to
the character of the future government of Falestine, no preconceived
formula should be advanced concerning the ultimate political structure of
Palestine, but 1t regards Palestine as an important factor in the solution
of the problem of postwar Jewish rehabilitation and has affirmed its de-
sire to cooperate with those Jews who wish to settle in Palestine, A
resolution on the subject, adopted on January 1, 1943, suggests an "in-
ternational trustee" for Palestine, one of whose main functions would be
*to safeguard the Jewish settlement in and Jewish immigration inte
Palestine, and to guarantes adequate scope for future growth and develop-
ment to the full extent of the economic absorptive capacity of the
country.®
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Professor Westermann's attempt to prove that there is a lack of
interest amongst Jews in Zionist affairs, on the basis of tha small amount
of epace devoted to Zionism in the general press, borders on the ridicu-
lous, By his method one could prove that Poles living in the United States
are not interested in Poland, that Catholics are not concerned with the
affairs of the Church, and that American Jews indicate "a high degree of
apathy" with reference to all Jewish matters, not only with reference to
Zionism. It should be obvlicus that the extent of Jewieh interest can be
gauged not by an examination of the space allotted to Zionism in the
general press, but by the amount and character of interest indicated in
the Jewish press. Clearly, such a study would have to be supplemented by
other inquiries: analysls of recently published Jewish books: of dis-
cussions at various conferences; of the size of membership in various
types of Jewish organizations; of the amounts contributed by Jews to
Palestine funds. 8Such tests would prove beyond eny shadow of doubt that
the interest in Zionism and Palestine has been growing during the last
quarter of a century and has reached a degree of high intensity during the

War years.

Interest in Zionism has been fostered firat of all by the great
constructive Zionist echievement - economic and ecultural - in the upbuild-
ing of Palestine; by the terrible fate of the Jews in Central Europe; by
the restrictions on immigration in the democratic countries; by the de-
struction of Jewish religious and eultural 14fe in Russia; and to some
extent, by the growth of anti-Semitism in the United States. Although
views on the ultimate purpose of Jewish restoration to Palestine vary, so
far as the immediate objective is concerned, the overwhelming majority of
Jews in the United States are united in the demand for free entry of Jews
into Palestine, unrestricted by political considerations, and for free
opportunity for economic and cultural development of the Jewlsh national
home,

The Jewlsh Commonwealth program does not call for the immediate
establishment of a Jewlsh State or provisional government in Palestine,
but it demands: Jewlish mass immigration into Palestine; the granting of
the right of Jewish bodies to develop the economic potentialities of the
country; the establishment of a demccratic commonwealth after the Jews
shall have reached a numerical preponderance. The Jewish Commonwealth
Resolution guarantees equality of all citizens, non-Jewlsh and Jewish
alike; provides for cultural, religious and communal autonomy for the non-
Jewish communities; and proposes to recognize Arabic as an officisl language
and an Arsbic educational system parallel to the Jewish.

Professor VWestermann casts doubt on the authenticity of the widely
reported statement of Presldent Wilson with reference to the Jewish Com-
monwealth, quoted by Davlid Lloyd Qeorge in The Truth About the Peace
Treaties. FPresldent Wilson's declaratlon may be corroborated by refer-
ence to a number of sources., The statement was reported in the New
York Times on March &, 1519, the morning after it was delivered, and
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in the London Times on March 4, 1919, It is accepted as au tic in
non-Zlonist books which are usually ragandaq as authorltative,” and
likewise by the Palestine Royal Commission.® The statement was deliv-
ered by President Wilson to a delegation of the American Jewlsh Congress,
consisting of Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Judge Julian W, Mack and Mr. lLouis
Marshall. The full statement, with dateline, is given by Fannie Fern

Andrews in The Holy land Under Mandate, (p. 360) as follows:
*White House, March 2, 1919

"As for your representationa touching Palestine, I have be-
fore thls expressed my personal approval of the declearation of
the British CGovernment regarding the aspirations and historic
claims of the Jewlsh people in regard to Palestine, I am,
moreover, persuaded that the Allied nations, with the fullest
concurrence of our own Government and people, are agreed that
in Palestine shall be laid the foundationg of a Jewish Common-

wealth,
Woodrow Wilson®

That this was Wilson's true opinion, and not "an inadvertent state-
ment," is evidenced in the Report and Recommendations made on January 21,
1919, only a month or two earlier, by the Intelligence Section of the
American Delegation to the Peace Conference, which had been organized by
Colonel House, acting under instructions from Wilson. (Professor Wester-
mann should know ebout this since he was head of the dlvlision for Western
Asla,) This American group of experts recommended "that the Jews should
be invited to return to Palestine and settle there," and that the policy
of the League of Nations should be "to raaognisg Palestine as a Jewish
State as soon as it is a Jewish State in fact."® Moreover, statements
were made by leading Senators and Congressmen at the time, indicating
that the Balfour Declaration was understood asz a pledge to facilitate
the ultimate development of a Jewish State or Eammgnnaalth in Palestine.
Senator Charles L. McNary, for instance, declared:

"Falestine is the comnecting link between Europe and Asia.
The Jews, originally halling from Asia, but who have become
Europeana in their dlaspora, extending for two thousand years,
may now also serve &s a link between the people of these two
great continents. It is, thus, a plece of good fortune that the
Jews should become the governing psople of Palestine. This,
added to the fact that the Holy lLand i1s thelr historlie home,
the land of their dreams and ambitions, makes the realization

thnia Fern Andrews, The Holy Land Under Mandste, Boston, Houghton Miff-
lin, 1851, p. Eﬁﬂ &nd Gyrua ﬁdlar and.ﬁarun 4. Hnrgalith, American Inter-

E 4 Stetes, 1840-1938, New York, 1943, p. 79,
‘Palestine Roval Commission Report, Omd. 5479, London, 1937, p. 24.

5
David Hunter Miller, My Diary at the Peace Conference, Vol. IV, p. 265.
Also see Enclosure A for full document.

L
Zionist Organization of America, American War Congress snd Zionism, New

York, 1919, p. €0.
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of Zionlam at this time almost idesl. Europe may expect great
results and much benefit from this promised State of Judea, and
the Allied CGovernments will not be the losers in helping Israel
in this accomplishment.”

Professor Westermann says that it would be "dangerous to ths
unity of the United Natlons®" for the Government of the United States

Cenclusion to advocate the abandonment of the White Paper. But it should be re-

5

membered that the White Paper was thes declsion of that British Government
which was party to the Munich Pact. It was bitterly attacked in Parlia-
ment by leading members of all partles and managed to pass only because
the Opposition did not wish to overthrow the Government on this lssue.
Leopold Amery, member of the War Cabinet which adopted the Balfour De-
claration and Secretary of the Colonies for many years, declared the
White Paper "a direct negation of the principles on which our adminis-
tration in Palestine has been based and, in my vlew at any rate, a re-
pudiation of the pledges on the strength of which the government of
Palestine was entrusted to our hands.” It was attacked by Herbert Mor-
rison, leading member of the labor Party eand Minlster of Home Securlty
in the present Cabinet, as another example of the Government's colla-
boration with "the agents of Herr Hitler and Signor Mussolini® which
began "in the days when the Prime Minister had a perticular friendship®
with these gentlemen., Winston Churchill made one of the most brilliant
speeches in his career, characterizing the White Paper as a mark of the
moral and physical bankruptcy of the Chamberlain Government. Is it not
preposterous to say that it is dangerous to the unity of the United Na-
tions to oppose a policy which was a betrayal of the pledges of all pre-
vious British Governments and which has been so vehemently repudiated by
leading members of the present Cablnet?

It should also be borme in mind that morally and even "technically® -
to use Professor Westermann's term - the Palestine Mandate is not only
*the business of the Mandatory Power over Palestine,® but of the League
of Natlons and of the United States which was party to it. After a care-
ful and lengthy discussion in which Maleclm MacDonald, on behalf of the
British CGovernment, made a tortuous effort to defend the White Paper,
the Permanent Mandates Commission declared that the "poliey set out in the
White Paper was not in accordance with the interpretation which, in agree-
ment with the Mandatory Power and the Council, the Commission had placed
upon the Palestine Mandate," It would appear that the United States, as
party to the Mandate for Palestine through the 1924 Convention with Creat
Britain, has an interest and a responsibility, desplte the fact that it is
not a member of the League, to expreas its view on this White Paper, which
is unanimously opposed by all Jews and by the vast majority of American
liberals.

I. The Balfour Declaration and the Peace Conference at Parls

It iz certain from the many statements made at the time by British
leaders, that the British Cabinet, in issuing the pronouncement which
later became known as the Balfour Declaration, envisaged the ultimate
establishment of a Jewlsh State, Lloyd George, who was Prime Minlister
at the time, has effirmed this in unmistakable terms. He reports that
Balfour, in presenting the proposed declaraticn to the Cabinet in October
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1917, said: "It did not necessarily involve the early establishment of an
independent Jewlsh state, which wes a matter for gradual development in
accordance with the ordinary line of political evolution.® Lloyd George's
own view of the issue 1s stated as follows:'

*There has been a good deal of discussion as to the mean-
ing of the words 'Jewish Natlonal Home' and whether it in-
volved the setting up of a Jewish National State in Palestine.
I have already quoted the words actually used by Mr, Balfour
when he submlitted the Declaration to the Cabinet for its ap-
proval, They were not challenged at the time by any member
present, end there could be no doubt as to what the Cabinet
then had in their minds. It was not their idea that a Jewish
State should be set up immediately by the Peace Treaty without
reference to the wishes of the majority of the inhabitants, On
the other hand, it wes contemplated that when the time arrived
for according representative institutions to Paleatine, if the
Jews had meanwhlle responded to the opportunity afforded them
by the idea of a National Home and had become a definite major-
ity of the inhabitants, then Palestine would thus become a Jew-
ish Commonwealth, The notion that Jewish immigration would
have to be artificlally restricted in order to ensure that the
Jews should be 2 permanent minority never entered into the heads
of anyone engaged in framing the policy. That would have been
regarded ag unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom we were
aprealing.®

The statement made that "Zionism was not a problem which warranted
diecussion by the American advisors of President Wilson at Paris" is hardly
berne out by the recommendations of the Intelligence Section of the
Amerlcan Delegation referred to above., The recommendations on Palestine
(referred to above) were part of a carefully considered general plan for
a postwar settlement, the section on Palestine being itself part of a
division dealing with the disposition of territories formerly under the
Ottoman Empire, including Mesopotamia, Syrdia and Arabla. In other words,
the idea of setting aside Palestline for Jewish settlement with the pol-
icy of ultimately recognizing Palestine as a Jewish State was part of
an organic plan which gave due consideration to the claims of the Arabs
in other sections of the Near East,

Professor Westermann maintains that the United States Government
never went beyond a general approval and acceptance of the Balfour
Declaration, But it is generally agreed thag through the Convention
between the United States and Great Britain,® the United States became
perty also to the Mandate for Palestine, In Article I of the Conven-
tion, it is declared: "Subject to the provisions of the present Conven-
tion the Unlited States consents to the administration of Palestine by
His Britannic Majesty, pursuant to the Mandate recited above," It 1s
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true that the United States did not actively pursue its interest in
Palestine, but as Professor Carl J. Friedrich, of Harvard University, has
pointed cut, the United States' attitude toward Palestine paralleled its
general lsolatlionist policy with reference to European and world affairs
generally, and cannot be taken as & lack of interest in Palestine in
particular. It is obvious that with the growing importance of the Near
Fast in world affalrs and the development of American interest there, the
Unlted States cannot avold formulating an independent position on the
Faleatine question. As Asslstant Secretary of State Breckinridge Long
recently declared in testimony before the House Forelgn Affeirs Committee,
the Amerlican Government has an interest in the broader issues of the
future of Palestine. He stated: "But the question of Palestine has a
larger significance .., We have been interested and will continue to be
interested from the point of view of the larger aspects of world security
and of world peace, as well as the rights of huma.na and humenitarian
sympathlies and the religlous sentiments involved.®
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The officlal proposals made by the Zlonlst lesaders, it is true,
did not employ the term "Jewish State" or "Jewish Commonwealth®; but
they contalned provisions which would glve & representative Jewlsh Agency
powers to facllitate a large Jewish immigretion and make possible the
creation of & Jewlsh majority so that when the sutonomous Commonwealth
envisaged would come into being, the Jewlsh national home would be es-
teblished. This purpose is implied in Article IT of the present Mandate,
which states: "The Mandatory shall be responsible for placing the country
under such political, administrative and economic conditions as will
gecure the establizhment of the Jewlsh National Home, as laid down in the
Preamble,..” The purpose was clearer in the original version proposed by
the Zionist Organization, which states: "Palestine shall be placed under
such political, administrative and economic conditions as will secure the
establishment there of the Jewlsh National Home, and ultiga.tal.r render
possible the cereation of an autonomous commonwealth....

Professor Westermann implies that the Zionists, though still a
minority, claim the right to a Jewish Commonwealth because "of their
superiority to the Arabs of Palestine and the assertion that they already
have become the most advanced and modern element in the Palestine popula-
tion." No such claim has ever been made, The Jewlsh Commonwealth formula
maintains that it should be established only after the Jews have becoms a
majority in Palestine, The recommendation of the American Intelligence
Section at the Peace Conference was made with full awareness of the fact
that at that time the Jews constituted only a minority of the population
of Palestine; but the American experts as well as the British statesmen
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and the League of Naticns, which approved the Mandate, thought it alto-
gether right that in the general arrangement in which the Arabs received
vast terrdtories which were to be developed as Arab states, that the
"small niche® of Palestine - to use Lord Balfour's phrase - should be
set aside for the development of a Jewlsh Commonwealth.

There i1s no record that the Arabs "claimed Palestine for the Pal-
estinians at the Paris Peace Conference." David Hunter Miller, in his
Diary, records the fact that Feisal definitely agreed that "Palestine”,
for its unlversal character, should be "left on one side for the mutual
consideration of all parties concermed." There are several statements
on the pert of Feisal in which he indicatez his willinmess to cooperate
with the Zlonists; there are, of course, the famous Feisal-Weizmann Agree-
ment and the Felsal-Frankfurter Correspondence. If the Palestine Arabs -
a8 distinet from the Arab delegation generally - had another point of
view, it was not expressed at the Peace Conference. At the time of the
Peace Conference the Arabs agreed to relinquish Palestine if British
support could be obtained for the ambitious plan to establish a large
Arab state in which Arabla, Mesopotamia and Syria would be included. The
Palestine Royal Commission puts it in a nutshell: *If King Husain and the
Emir Feisal secured theilr bilg Arab atate, they would concede 1little
Palestine to the Jews." TYears later the Palestine Arabs repudiated the
leadership of Felsal, declaring that he represented only his father, the
King of the Hedjaz, but this was an afterthought. At the time of the
Peace Conference Felsal was universally recognized as the leader of the
Arab movementj it will be remembered that his father, Husain, had negoti-
ated with the British on behalf of all the Arabs. The change in Arab
policy did not result primarily because of increased Jewlsh immigration
into Felestine, although this was used as an argument. It was due mostly
to the fact that Great Britain and France had falled to keep their promlze
to encourage a united Arab state ocutside of Palestine and to fulfil their
pledge to the Arabs with reference to the degree of independence in Irag
and Syria. This fallure threw the Arab extremlsts into the saddle, end
these rejected Felsal's compromise,

It 1s true that there has been a general Increase in anti-Zlonist
feeling among the Arabs in Falestine, and anti-Jewlsh feeling in the
Near East generally. But Professor Westermann fails to note that this
has gone along with a general increasse of Arab chauvinism which has found
expression in intolerance toward Creeks, Armenians, Assyrian Christlans,
and even toward the gentle followers of Bahal. He falls, moreover, to
roint out the part that Nazi propaganda and the activities of the Muftl
of Jerusalem have played in the development of anti-Jewish feeling. He
forgets to mention that the A1l al-Cailani reveolt in Iraq was stimulated
by German propaganda ang mas backed by a powerful organization built up by
the Mufti of Jerusalem.'! It becomes ever clearer that the disturbances
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between 1936 and 1959 were alded and abetted by the Axis Powers as part
of their general plan to draw off British forces from Europe to the Near
East as the first step in the attack against the West.

The Palestine issue has been sedulously cultlvated by Arab na-
tionalists and by British officlals antagonistlic to Zionism as a means
of cementing "Arab unity.® The unity of the Arab world on the Palestine
izsue is, however, more apparent than real. Of course, all the Arab states
are opposed to making Palestine a Jewish state; but this does not mean
that the Arab states are agreed as to the future role of Palestine in the
Arab world., EFEach Arab state would naturally like to have Palestine under
its own influence. Superficially, it might appear that the Arabs, al-
though much divided on the question of forming a federation after the war,
are at least united on the Palestine question, but it is more likely that
Palestine is the important bone of contention between them because of its
strategic and commercial importance, The difficulty of finding a
Palestine representative for the recent Cairo Conference has been atiri-
buted to various causes - most generally to the internal conflict between
the Nashashibls and the Husainis, the leading Arab political families of
Palestine. It 1s more probable that it has a deeper cause in the rivalry
between the various Arab states and the reluctance of the Arab leaders of
Palestine to place themselves in a position of subordination to the larger
etates which have already achieved independence.

estine in the Coming

The purpose of the discussion of Miss Ruth Hinden's artiecle on the
ropulation problem in Falestine 18 not clear; in any case, the lmplica-
tions are not those that she suggests. Miss Hinden points out that de-
spite the relatively high birth rate of the Jews in Palestine as compared
with European populations, the natural increase of the Moslem Arabs in
Palestine - which is the highest recorded in the world - is still greater,
and that if Jewish immigration is stopped or greatly limited, the Jewish
ratio in the population is bound to fall. The article was written after
the publication of the White Paper, and has generally been taken by
Zionists to support their view that the curtailment of Jewlsh immigration
into Palestine is bound to result in glving the Jews a permanent minority
status in Palestine,

Professor Westermann correctly quotes Miss Hinden when he says that,
"The true rate of natural increase of the Arabs of Palestine as compared
with that of the Jews is 21.4 against 10.9 per thousand,"” but he fails to
indicate that Miss Hinden uses the word "true" in a purely technical sense
to indicate the method she uses to calculate natural increase. (She bases
the caleculation of the fertility of the Moslem Arab in Palestine on the
number of women and sge distribution in the population during 1951 and on
certain assumptions concerning the Moslem mortality tables during the next
generation.) In the summary, she warns the reader that: "The 'true' rate
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of natural increase which can be calculated from the net reproduction and
the mean length of a generation is only applicable in fact once a 'stable!'
population has been reached - which may, if the present rates of fertility
and mortality are maintained, take some sixty years,"®

The actual experlence during the last twenty-five years does not
indicate as great a difference in the natural increase between the Jewish
and Arab populations as Miss Hinden's purely theoretical formula would
indicate. The following short table shows the actusl figures for
various periods in the past:

Year Moslems Jews 1%
1922-25 average 25.26 21.19
192’6"‘m " 25;1‘ 22 w BE
1981-35 L 24.90 21,01

Because of the many factors involved, particularly the great divergence
in infant mortallity as between the Jews and Moslems, the difference in
the rate of natural increase between Jews and Moslems in the next genera-
tion will probably resemble the actual figures during the last twenty-five
years more closely than the sclentifically correct, but purely theoretical,
figures shomn by Miss Hinden, Miss Hinden, of course, indicates quite
clearly that the actual situatlon need nmot follow the theoretlc one close-
ly. In any case, her maln conclusicn stands: namely, if Jewlsh immigra-
tion is curtailed, the percentage of Jews 1n the population will show a
marked fall with the passage of time.

Professor Westermamn concludes: "In any of these cmses, the Zionist
claim to leadership in the country as based upon the superiorities deriv-
ing from a higher cultural standard, must in the long run be seriously
impaired.* As noted above, the Zionists do not claim leadership in the
country on the basis of superiority, and they are the first to decry the
difference in cultural and economic standards between the Jews and the
Arebs, The Zionist program is predicated on the idea that the Arab
standard of life is to be ralsed and should gradually approach the higher
standards in health, education and wages now maintained by the Jewlsh
section of the population. The Zionist plan 1= to develop the natural
resources and the industrial possibilities of Palestine to their utmost,
and to provide for the natural growth of the Arab population as well as
for a very much larger Jewlsh population., The present Arab superlority in
numbers 1s to be overcome through opening the doors of Palestine to large
Jewlsh immigration, unrestricted by politiceal conslderations, and by glv-
ing the Jewlsh Agency the powers necessary to initiate a large scale
econcmic development.

The greph shown by Professor Westermann in his Appendix 2, which
indicates that an immigration of 20,000 Jews per year could be permitted
without appreciably changing the present ratics in the population is, of
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course, not an original or novel affalr, Such graphs were introduced in
the Ehaw Commlssion Report on the Palestine disturbances of 1929 when the
poli&icnl limitation of Jewlsh immigration into Palestine was first hinted
at. (Hitherto only the "economic absorptive capacity” principle had
been employed to limit Jewlsh immigration.,) The Royal Commission Report
of 1937 made the principle of "political limitation" of immigration a de-
finite recommendation in case thelr suggestion of partition fell through,
This Report also shows a graph indicating the ratio of Jews to Arabs in
the future, on the basis of various assumptions concerning natural increase
end annual immigration (p. 281). It should be clear that such tables or
graphs do not indicate any inevitable line of development: what will
actually happen will depend upon a variety of factora. For instsnce, a
large Jewlish immigration immediately after the war would upset all of
these prognostications., What they do indicate is that if the Jews are not
1o remain a minority in Palestine, a large Jewlsh immigration is requisite.

IV Recommendationg (of Professor Westermann)

Professor Westermann avolds meeting the issue: it is not proposed
that Palestine be accepted as the "sole refugee solution.® Professor
Westermann's argument is designed to prevent Palestine from contributing
in the measure that 1t can to the problem of the refugee.

Immediate Policy

2. Professor Westermann suggests that the United States offer tem-
porary refuge to those who may wish to come here. He does not indicate
what he means by “temporary" nor what diepeeition should be made of these
refugees after the perlod of temporary provision shall have passed.

5. He urges that countries freed from Nazl domination be encouraged
to receive any Jewish refugees from Europe who may desire to enter them.
In the face of the fallure of the Evian and Bermuda Conferences, and in
view of the well-known fact that these countries have their own problems
and are not anxlous to welcome Jews, thls can hardly be regarded as a
gerious recommendation.

Long Range Plans

Is the wish of R1,000,000 Arabs to prevall whether 1t is reasonable
or unreasonable, in the face of the great Jewish need and as against the
reasoned wish of the great majorlty of Jews, supported by a large section
of the Christian world? By making the Jewlsh state lssue the predominant
one, Professor Westermann obscures the real issue. The main questions
that must be answered at the present time have to do with immigration and
the right of settlement in Palestine, The Arabs are opposed not only to
the Jewish state ultimately, but to eny further Jewish immigration now.

qust 1929,
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The Zionist bellief that the problem of rehabilitation of the Jews
in Europe will prove an extraordinarily difficult one is not "based on
& defeatism", but on an analysis of the Jewlsh situstion which has prov-
en only all too tragleally correct. Professor Westermann is ready to
limit immigration into Falestine on the assumption that many Jews would
not go there, although he admits that it 1s ms yet anybody's guess how
many of the Jewa will wish to return to the countrles of their origin or
go to Palestine after the war, The Zionist position does not involve
forcing any Jews to go to Palestine, but keeping the doors of Palestine
open so that those Jews who need to, or who wish to, will have the choice
of going to Palestine or settling elsewhere.

- 15 =

The Zionlst view of the attitude of European Jews toward Palestine
iz attested to by non-Zlonists acquainted with the situation in Europs.
Mr, David Schweltzer of the American Hlas-Ica Emigration Assoclation
(Hicem), the largest non-Zionlat Jewlsh emigration agency, recently declared:
*The Jews of Eurcpe do not engage in debates_ for or against Palestine, but
only think of possibilities of reaching it. n18 pHe pointed out that one im-
portant factor on the part of the refugees settling in Palestine was the de-
gire to "bring up their chlldren in the Jewlsh homeland."” Mr. Schweitzer,
who had handled the settlement of refugees in San Domingo, which he
described as ®"the mouse to which Mount Evian has given birth,® declared
that the difficulties and defeats involved in this experiment had increased
his interest in Palestine as a place of possible Jewish settlement,

In his final recommendation, nemely, that "the Department of State
continue to follow the Balfour Declaration in its strict interpretation,”
Professor Westermann begs the whole question. As abundantly indicated
above, the evidence accumulates to support the view that the Balfour
Declaration intended the establishment of a Jewlsh state in due course if
the Jews toock advantage of the opportunity offered. This purpose was
obscured by vague wording and by vacillation of the British Government in
implementing the Mandate., The lack of a clear and flrm policy was a major
cause for the disturbances in Palestine: the Arabs were led to believe
that they could have the Jewlsh natlonal home policy whittled down or
completely repudiated if they used violence. The alm of the Jewish
Commonwealth proposal is to restors the original meaning of the Balfour
Declaration and to set forth the policy of the Jewlish national home in
terms that would be unmistaskeble. Such & clarifiecation of the purpose of
the Balfour Declaration, it is submitted, is necessary not only that
justice should ba done to the Jews, but that security and peace be es-
tablished in Palestine., To leave the Balfour Declaration undefined is
simply to continue the sense of insecurity that has plagued the develop-
ment of Palestine during the last quarter of a century.
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EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF THE 25TH OCTOBER, 1943,  [4- ONF :E

’ TALX WITH THE PRIME MINISTER: Wi 2

Dr, Welzmann sald that there had been present at the lunch,
besides Lr. and Mrs. Churchill, and Major Churohill, Mr. and
Mrs. Attlee, Lord Portal, the ﬁawagar Lady Reading, and another
Labour man whom Dr. Welzmann did not recognise. Dr. Welzmann
sat between Mrs. Churchill and Lord Portal. During lunch, Mrsa.
Churchill talked about Quebeo and Orde and Lorna Wingate, and at
one stage Mr. Churchill Joined in by saying that he knew Dr.
Welzmann had wanted Orde Wingate for Commander—in-Chief of the
Jewish Force, but they oould not have him because he was wanted
for other work.,

o

After lunch the ladles retired and Mr. Churchill had introduced
him to cthe other guests in very ocomplimentary terms. The Prime
Minister sald it was a long time since he had seen him, and Dr,.
Welzmann sald it had been too long for him, Mr. Churchill then
sald that after they had orushed Hlitler they would have to
establish the Jews in the position where they belonged. He had
had an inheritance left to him by Lord Balfour, and he was not

\ going to change. Dr. Welzmann said he 4id not %hink the Prime

\ Minister would ohange, but there were dark foroes 'working against
them which might foroe the Cabinet's hand. Major Churohill said
they were all only human, and none of them getting any younger:
it was therefore necessary to aot quickly. Mr. Churchill said {
they would have to take some chances. Turning to Dr. Weizmann,
he gaid: "You have some very good friends: for instance, Mpr.
Attlee and the Labour Party are committed on this matter." Mr.
Attlee sald he certainly was, adding that he thought something
should be done about Transjordan. lMr. Churchill saild he had been
thinking about partition, but Trans)ordan was a good idea. He
knew the terrible situation of the Jews. They would get com=-
pensation, and they would also be able to judge the criminals.
Ag regards the position in the Near East he dld not teke for granted
all the information that came from that part of the world. MUMr,
Attlee said to Dr. Welizmann that some of hls people were overm
playing their hand: they were sometimes threatening. Mr. Churchill \
sald they should not do that. He personally would prefer one
good row. He would advise them not to have a serles of rows.

)fwhat they had to «do was to watch the timing. He would not say
publicly what he was telling Dr..Welzmann now: there would be
questlions, and he would have to lose time explaining.| They could
quote his public utterances, and say that he would not budge from

¢ them. =
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~ Mr. Churchill repeated that they had a number of good friends:
¥r. Attlee wae committed, the Labour Party was ocommitted, the |
Manchester Guardian was friendly, eto. He understood, however, i




- D -

that there were certgin Jews in America who were opposed. He
thought Dr. Weizmann should try and win over ir. Baruch. Mr.
Churohill had talked to Mr. Baruoch, and had told him that he was
wrong, but had not succeeded in persuading him. Mr. Churchill
went on to say that he was not going to change his views; he would
bite deoply into the problem, and it was going to be "the biggest
plum of the war."

When Mr. Churchill mentioned partition, Major Randolph and
Dr. Welzmann demurred, and Mr. Churchill replied that he had been
agalnst 1t originally, but now they had to produce something new
instead of the White ﬁapar. He had not meant partition in the
literal sense = he then mentioned something about the Negev and
Transjordan. .

Speaking of the Arabs, the Prime Minister sald that they had
done very little, and in some instances had made things difficult
for us. He would remember this when the dsy of reckoning oame.
¥r. Churchill added that when the Palestine issue came up, he
would speak out, and prooeeded to glve the headlings of his speech.
He finished off by saying that Dr. Welzmann need not worry = they
had a wonderful case. '

At one stage, Dr. Welzmann mentioned that antl-semitism was
growing, and the Prime Minister said he thought it was not so,
and Lord Portal agreed with him.

Mr, Churchill said they could not yet dlsouss details. On
the subject of the Arms Trial, the Prime Minlster oclearly did not
know the detalle, but said again that they should not threaten.
He suggested that Dr. Welzmann should go to Paleatine, adding
Jokingly that he had freedom of movement throughout the Empire.

At one stage Dr. Weizmann sald that March 1944 was approaoching,
and he feared then to see a notice over the gates of Palestinej
"No Jew need apply.® From Mr. Churchill's reply it had apveared
that they were thinking of carrying forward the balance of cer=
tificates after March 1944, and Mr. “hurchill added that in a
oouple of months or so after that, something else might turn up.

Mr. Churohill quoted, during the talk, the saying that "God
deals with the natlons as they deal with the Jews." Mr. Churchill
aleo sald that of every fifty officers who came back from the
Middle Zast, only one spoke favourably of the Jewa = but that has
merely gone to convince him that he was right.

When the party broke up, and Dr. Welzmann sald goodbye, the
Prime Minister said: "Not goodbye - au revolir", and that he would
see Dr. Weizmann again. Dr. Weilzmann sald he was glad to hear
that because he had understood that the Frime Minister was not
very keen on seeing him, and sometimes urgent things arcse which
he could discuss only with him. :

The lumoh and the talk which followed lasted until 3.30 p.m.
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In regard to m'mplnj.r;t who dare sxempt from duss while in
service 1t was moved and adopted thot they be not Hilled for dues
which they owed upon entering tha Cheplainey until aftar ths war.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT: The President reported that he had reguestsd
tha Jewish flelfire Board to inersase cur rapresentation on the
Aoy arnd Havy Cormmittes from six to seven and that he hed named
Raboi James G. Hellsr as the extra delegate,

The Preaident reported that hs hod named Rabbi Heller as the
sacond dslegate of the Confarasnce to the American Jewish Confsrance.
That the Jewish Welfurs Bourd has masked that a special prayer bs =
nYom KEippur for scldiere who have lost their lives in the war
and the Presidant reported that he had prepared such & prayer and
hut 1t had been sent to the members,

Me Prosident further reported that he haod jolned in sending
out 8 letbcr to Mngmgatima aalking tlgxq; unless it weas unavoidsblz
pulpits ahould nﬂﬁbi f}lﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ, -&L&!"h%u’ﬂ? iﬁ_ﬂ:}!i-’éﬁ aa to protast the

interest of tha qmn -apﬁi,ng: in mmpl:a,:h;ur_.

Riabbi Hellex m to ameml unnam of ¢ mnge of pulpits
by men who are net in the ehnpla!.nﬁ}' ond urged thet congregations
ba requasted not to £i11 pulpits permanentliy until the Chaplains
return.

AMERICAN JEWISH CONVERENCE: Rabbi Silver introduced the followirg
resolution which was adopted:
Having received the report of its delegites who attended
the recent sessions of the American Jewish Conference, the
Executive Bourd of the COAR expresses its satisfacticn
with ths outooma of this historio Conference and with the
sontribution which our representatives msde townrds its
deliberations. It ratifies the action of its delegates
in supporting all the resclutions which were adopted st the
Qonferencas. It sxpresass the hope that this graat and
demooratically reprasentative body of “merican Jewry will
continue to ﬁm-tim andl to serve the cause of our pecplse

in these eritical times,
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COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS: The President named Rabbis Heller,
Siiver and Smoler to meet with n similar committee of the Union
to nominate representatives on the Joint Commissions,
COMMITTEE ON COMWMITTEES: It was moved and odopted that the Preai-
dent shnll name a committee on committees to msst the day befora th-
October maeting of the Executive Board and suggest appointments on
the standing committess of the Confersnce,
TREASTRER'S HEPORT: The Treasursr reported that the Investment
Committes recomiended thut it be suthorized to seXl certain bonds
to the value of §47,000 and invest the money in govermmant bonds.
The Treasursr reparted that the sum of §500,00 was bequenthas
tn the Central Conference of Americans in the will of Fanny Shon.
It wog moved and sdopted that all bequests be credited to
tlie Pension Fund,
Ta Treasurer fuarther reported that he khad been informed i
Dr. Mattuolk who M:- resenta the mmm England in taking
care of Refugee Rabbis haimarﬂid t‘!'unnfabmt $400,00 on
behalf of one Refugss "For the ;rhilnﬁ'm;_aumitzm" and aaksd
that the money be rafuhdii; It was ﬁhv;dinnd adopted that “abt.
ilzttuek be asked for whom the money was apent and why the Coni'ture
should be sxpeoted to pay it and A1f the the Treasurer ascarktaoins
that it waa For the Confersnce that Dr, Matiuok be repaid [oa bru
amount he has expsnded.
FIHANCIAL SECRETARY: Rabbl Regner gave a report for the finnnoi
secratary.
ISSERMAN REPORT: Rabbl Isserman, who had just returned from a
trip to the gattle fronta ns & Red Oross representative was ins -
by the Prasident te report on conditions sa he found them ther:.
He expressed great concern sbout oonditions in the @Wapleiney ar.
the nead of more Jowish Chaplains to loock aftsr the Jawlsh men.
It was moved and adopbed that we bring these facta to the attentl.
of ocur representatives on QANRA with o request that they go into
the matter and explore if necesaary new channels of approach so ..

mora Chanlains may be made availoble iIf poasibla,
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CHAPLAIRCY: fThe President read the Tontutive Prineiplesa on replage-
mente of Chaplains drawn up by the Chapl atney "-?om.tttﬁu. It was
moved and adopted that the Exesutive Yoard commend the sommittes
for 1ts excsllent worl and that it approves of the Principles dreun
up but thot in the last paragreph referring to the Committss asking
G‘nngrag‘atiﬂl! in which more than one Babbi s serving san sxcsption
bs mady in :uuaars where the senior rabbd is engaged in National
Activitics whieh roquirs his absacnce, It was. further movsd and
sdopted thut onr Comuittse be informed that it 1s the opinion of
the Executive Board that the Committon shall not be permittsd to
‘doal with the Congregations Bosrds sxcept to safemiard the righta
of Chaplains,

The President reported thut of the 180 Jewish Cheplains now
in service 102 are members ~of the GJ.H. P
SOUMTTTEE ON PUBLICATIONS:, _ Rabby @»ﬁbwta& for the Publi-
cationa -..umittne, ﬂa rapprtad uzﬂ ?}t '}5{ volume two, Unien
Brayar Hook, wis: xnl *thﬁ.hm‘}a m‘.‘ tha hﬁaathp but eould not ap|
until after the wa;'; M#L\J;hhlo paper mmd- hinﬂing cloth could -
be sseured. The stock of unrevised volume two, Union Prazer H:
was completely exhousted and a new edition was baing printed, &
tho sorviess for summer camps had baen revised by the chairmuv -
the Liturgy Commitise and would be printed during the yesr, <.
was ngled and adopted that the misie which has been publishad |
expsrimentsl form for Union Prayer Book, wolume ons bo bound wet-
Unton Hymal, part two when the new misie for Naw Year and Atone -
ment is randy,

The chairman called sttention to the fach that the Committe
o Cersmonies wags publishing spacial sarvicas which congisted of
shangss to the Union Prayer Book. It was moved and sdopted that
no edditions to tho Xigprature of the CCAR shall be Fublished wity
out the consent of the Exscutive Board and that sll tha Liturs
matericl nocsseury for eipsrimental coremontial ssrvices shall be
raferred to or prepared by the Comittce on Liturgy,

In rezard o the prayers from the Union Praysr Bool which

hava been printed on ummtu cards and are being sold by tha

Erlional Padepation of Templﬂ "rotharhnoda it was moved snd

siaread thed tha Fodoratisn Be notifind that 4+ fo s,
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the Executive Board that all profits from this source shall be
used for the printing of sdditionel copies for free distribution
among the armed forces.

PROGRAM: Rabbl Silver reported fer the Program Committee for the
naxt convention., It was moved and sdopted thet thare shall be a
panel discussion on Fractical Problems of the Ministry lesd by
Rabbls Silver, Abrehan Feinstein, Fram, Ceorge B. Lieberman, Alfrsd
Wolf, A peper on the Righta of the Individusl and the Rights of
the States to be prepared by Barnard J. Bamberger and a paper on
fndaism ard Property and Profits, John J. Tepfer. That on 3sbirday
n.7terncon there shall be & program of Syiagog Music, Rabbi Braude
wis to prepare the program of musia,

That there was to be no Confersnce Lecture but the Preaidentis
Message was to be presented in place therof at the Sabbath Evaning
Service., Tnat the Confersnce Sermon be delivered by Jacob J.
Teinstein.

It was decided that the Gnuvnntiﬁﬁ ghall begin en Friday
snorning, Juna 23rd and end Monday noon,

TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION: Rabbl Margolis reported for Comril
onp ' Time and Place of ths Conventlion. Ha atated that he had in.
of many resorts but wns unable to get hotel accommodations. It v
moved snd adopted that the Committee shall try whether accommodat: -
can be secured at Atlantic Olty anl if not that we meet in Oilnecinn-
ntl, it being the 60th mnniversary of the Alummal Association of &
Hebrew Union Collage.
MORGENSTERN'S ADDRESS: Rabbl Silver introduced & reasclution pro-
testing ageinst certain statements reported to have been made by tr.
President of the Hebrew Union College in his addrsss at the openirn,
of the eolleges The following substitute resolution prepared by
Rabbli Minda was adopted:
At 1ts meeting in Cineinnatl on Tuesday, Ootober

26th, the Executive Board of the COAR took cognizance of

tha address by Dr, Julian Horgenstern, Fresident of the

Zabrew Union College on the subject "Nation, Peopls, Reli-

riom, That Are We?" dealing with Zionism, The #merican

Imrisy Nenference etc, which has raissd seprious guaaticr
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the Executive Board of the Confersnce ssts forth ths resol-

ution sdopted st its anmual eonvention June 22-27 1943 held

at New Yoric and one adopted by the Exacutive Bourd at its

mssting on October 28th, 1843,

It was moved and adopbed that coples of this reasclution be

sent to the Jewish Preaa,
ANERICAN COWNCIL FOR JUDAISH: Rabbl Heller protested about sertais
Latzers which were sent to the members of certain congresations -
the subject of Ziomism suprosedly by members of the Mmerican Counc:
for Judaism. The Presideat announced that he would refer the matt-
to the Arbitration Committ=e for investigation.
UNION-CONFERENCE PENSION FUND: Rabbi Oup, chuoirman of the Pension
Plen, wes invited to address the Hoard on the subject of the Union-
fonferance Pension Pund. It wos moved and adopted that we amocept
tha proposed Penslom Prany--thst the Gnnfarmq& will pay the smount
agreed upon nmai-,r ii,s&-o taward @mﬁm a year out of the

Tresaury toward lip=buliding tha :m:'ﬁ'qa;d Fhit the sum of §150,000
shall be turned u‘mr t:i:l"lihl !‘.nistuaﬂ n committas coneisting
of the Preaident, 'fi::n-?rauidant, Treasurer, and the Secpetariss
are satisfied that the plan is crganized amd in working order. 11
all Leguoles which have baen say-mariked for Pension Funda sbhall

be turned over to the trustoes when the Fund begins functionin:.
GOEFPIREATION PROORAM: It was moved and adopted that on mscount .
the short session, the Religlous Bduoation Day Program be omittis’
at the next convention and that the program on Confirmation be
postponed for one yeare It waas likewlse moved snd adepted that to
Program Committee be asked to sss whather o disoussion of 351‘5 gy
Work in Univeraitiss can be fitted into the Fanel Discussion,
COMMITTEEZ APPOINTED: The President presented the liat of standin:
commitiess Cor the vear which were adopted by the Boand,
BMERGENCY PLACEMENT COMUITTEE: The President appointed a committ:
consisting of Rabbis Morgenstarn, Ztephen 8, Wise, Eisendrath,
Egelacn, Macecby, Margolis, Leipziger, and Bricimer to serve aa to
Ensriericy Placement Committess This committes was not to Do o per
wusent Placemant Committee but wis to stud y and deviss plans fo-
F- peodjustment and replacement of Cheplasing and Lampo-apy

s i whrn & parmanent Plecoment Plasn sbhall 10






CONFIDENTIAL NO. 4

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

October 27, 1943.

A special meeting of the Executive Committee wes held Wednesday,
October 27, 1843, at 2415 p.m., at 41 Eagt 42nd Btreet, New York City.

PRESENT

Dr. Bilver (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Dr. Coldstein, Mr. Greenberg,
¥rs. Jacobs, Mr. Neumann, Mrs. Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Shulman,
Mr. Wertheim.

Rebbi Bernstein, Rabbi Gold, Mr. Oross, Rabbi Steinberg.

Dr. Goldmanng Rabbi Feuer, Mr. Isreeli, Mr. Kenen,Mr. Lourie,
Mr. Montor, Mr. Weilsgal.

Mr. Hamlin, Mr. S8ilverman.
WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN JEWISE COMMITTEE FROM AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE

The decision tsken by the Americen Jewish Committee to withdraw from
the Uonference was discussed.

It was agreed that the resignation of members and groups from the
Committee was to be favored, It was urged, however, thet no cempaign be .
launched all over the country against the Committee, which would fritter away
;ur efforts end divert attention from our main gosl of fighting the White

aper.

The importance of impressing upon our Oovernment that the Committee
does not represent a large segment of Jewlish life in America was also stressed.

With regard to the opinion expressed that it would be unwise to fight
the American Jewish Committee at the same time that we are fighting the White
Paper, it was pointed out that it was all one fight, and should be & fight
to the finish. It would be most unwise to ignore the withdrawal of the
American Jewish Committee, it was believed; it wes necessary to state again
and agein, from synagogue pdpits, from the platform, in newspapers, that they
represent no one except a few individuals and are responsible to no one
beyond themselves.

Dr. Silver stated that in hoping for cooperation betwesen Zionists and
non-Zionists in a Zionist program we have been laboring under an illusion,
which has led us to many detours and has always brought us to grief. He
was convinced that Zionists and non-Zionists ecen cooperste only en a non-
Zionist program. The Jews in England have discovered that, he pointed out,
as have the American Zionists time and agsin, ever since the establishment
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of the enlarged Jewish Agency, which disintegrated after the death of
Louis Marshall. He recalled that the original purpose of organizing the
Conferance had been to rally the Jewish community to the Zionist program,
and not to work for a program acceptable to Zionists and non-Zionists.
Only later was it decided to try to include all groups, in the hope that
they would accept our programi and in the endeavor to secure their co-
operation many concessions were made to them, - changing the name, the
gystem of elections, ete.

The erux of the matter is, Dr. 8ilver pointed out, that the Ameriean
Jewish Uommittee leaders are opposed to Jewish nationalism. Both in the
gtatement issued by the Committee after Judge Prosksuer came to office in
Jenuary and again in this statement, there is no reference to the Jewish
National Home. Dr. S8ilver believed that we must face the situation, that
our task is to undermine the influsnce of the opposition, to fret them at
every opportunity, in order to breek their influence in important quarters,
and to organize our own work on an outright Zionist program.

Mr. Kenen then.read the statement to be iesued by the Emergency
Oouncil, which he had drafted. There followed considerable discussion, in
the course of which further suggestions were made for a number of points to
be included in the statement. Attention was drawn to the fact that the
American Jewish Committee's present position was inconsistent with its past
history end with its own record on the subject of Palestine, in that it now
pointedly omits ‘any reference to the Jewlsh Nationel Home, the Balfour
Declaration or the Mandate.

It wes decided that Dr. Silver, Habbi Steinberg, Rabbl Feuer and
Mr. Kenen rpwork the statement to be issued to the press, which should be
directed to the Palestine issue on which the American Jewish Comnmittee
withdrew from the Conference.

The meeting adjourned et 4145 p.m.
A.Li
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REFORM RABEIS RATIFY ALL RESOLUTIONS OF AVMEEICAN JE ISE CONFERENCE

KEW YORK, Octs Z64.(JTA)== All the rosolutions of the Americen Jewish Con=
ference were rotified today by the execcutive committee of the Contrel Conference
cf Americen Rebbis ot & mecting in Circinnitti which edupted the following resolu=
tion.

"Eewing rcecived the report of its delcgetes who ettended the recent ses-
sions of the Ameriean Jewish Confercnee, the Bxoeutiwe Bosrd of the #entrel Con=
ference cff Americen Rabble expressces ite sotisfecticn with the cutcome of this
higtorie ecrferenec end vith the ecotributicn whieh our representetives mode towerd
its deliberntions. Tt retifics the eeticn of ite dulegatcs in supporting ell the
rescluticns which were adopted ‘ot the conferenecc. It expresses the hope thut this
greet snd demceraticully representetive body of American Jewry will continue to
fupction cod to serve the ceuse of our people in these criticel times.”

The Mizrechi Orgenization of Ameriecn; the Zionist Leborite Porty ond chher
Zioniet groups today issued stetements eriticizing the Americen Jewish Committee
for withdrewing from the Americen Jewish Conferences A meeting cf the executive
of the American Zionist Emergency Council will be held tomorrow to deeidc on ace
tion tC¢ be teken by Zicnist groups in the United Btates with regard to the situe-
ticn which hes developed ns & result of the withdrowel of the Amcricen Jewish
Committe: fromthe Conferernces

udassnﬁ n_aigna from the amxricnn.Jewiﬂh Committes

- ———

Hedassch's twontysnipth cenuel convention, vhich opencd: last night ct
the Henry Hudson Botel, 'sdopted o restlution towithdrew = from membership in the
Americen Jewish Committees  Pointing. cut thet the 'delegetes off Hedusseh "hove
lenrned with decp rogret cf the getion of the Amerdeen Jewish Committec, which hes
withdrewn from the Ameriden Juwish Cliference, thus iscleting its<1f from the
united Jewish representetion in thet Conferince end bresking the unity of Americon
Jewry," the rescluticn seyss

¥ cre concerrned, Yoo, thet this decision wes mede by the oxecutlive com=
mittec off the American Jewish Committec despibe the carmuet plec of some of its
members thet the mctter be referred to the lerge onnual mecting of the Americen
dJewish Committec, vhere & wider bose for discussion would heve been possibles

"whar the Americen Jowish Commitéc. entered.the Americen Jewish Confierence
ti rescrved for itself the right tC dissent from any decisions of the mejority ond
in sc disscoting to teke scperate setion thergens Their three represchtotives on
the conference ;1prrssud their dissent from the Pelestine resclution ae prescnteds
This wos reportcd in the press, so thot the commdttects position wos mondé chup-
dently cleers However, there werg lerge arces in which there wes complete sccord
cn the pert of the American Jewish Commdttee with the conference decisicns, end we
nete thet the cummittec contdpued in its full support of full immigreticn into
Pelestine ond in its cppesition e the Thite Papers We belicve thet these doys of
derk trogedy for cur pecple demend the utmost effirt on the port uf kmerican Jews €
work together, cnd thot urity of vction cen be schicved dospite differcnces.

"Eedosseh hus been o constituent member of the Amcricen Jewish Cummittee for
meny yecrs despite ecertein ideclogionl diwvergencies, becouse it wos deeply cons-
cicus of this naed for cucperdtive offort in Jewlsh offairs. Ve belicwe thot the
ceticn of the Americer Jewish Committes in withdrewing from the Cinfercence hes but
¢ bricch inte thet cooperetive effort, rendering impossible Hodesgsch's coptinued
membership £s o constituent body cf the Americen Jewish Committoc.”
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PREESE RELEAEX

AMERTCAN ZIONIST AMERGENCY OOUNCIL
& TP et SUINS NEW YORE  MURHAY EILL 2-1160

FOR RELEASE

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL CHALORS
AMERTCAN JEWISHE COMMITTEE HEVERSES ITSHLE

New York, Oot, 28 —

The smericen Zioniet Bmergency Council todsy charged that the
Jmerican Jewish (ommittes had reversed its policles with respoet to
Folestine, adopting "s mew and disroptive line.”

Scoring the Committes for its withdrawsl from the Americen Jewish
Conference, the Zisnist Council, which spesiks for the major Zionist groups
in the United States, cherged that the present positiom of the imeriesn
Jewlsh Committee would "liquidate the Jowlsh National Home.

"The Commities wishes to ignore mot only the expressed wishes of
dnoricen Jewry but aleo the facte of history amd its own record on the
subject of Palestine, " The Cauncil declared.

"It is clear that o new regime has come into control of the
polioies and attitudes of the Committee. In the pest the Committes
approved of the Balfour Dealaration and of the Palestine Mandste whish
recognize the historie connection of the Jewish people with Falestins
and its right to rebuild its national hams there...

"But todsy the dmericsn Jewish Committes studisusly and
pointedly emits amy reference to the Jewish National Heme, the Balfour
Declaretiom or the Mandate. These snnoying facts of history it would like
to erase. It specks of & Ocmmonwealth for Palestine bat not of a Jewish
Commonweslth, Its presemt position would liquidate the Jewish Natiomal
Home, 48 the jmericsn Jewish Committed would have it, the Jewish
Bational Home must nmot be Jewlsh and it oust ot be national,

Ineviitatly, 1t would cease to be a home,”
ﬁ.ﬂuiﬂhﬁ-nﬂhtmuﬂuhﬂrﬂmﬂhm

i--:-nhlmumhtu-mrrmhhﬂ-dm

mthﬂtﬂrmmmlﬁthmih“ﬂ

ihlniﬁrmhhlhﬂd:tmﬂm hih-mnilf-nrutllum
"They failed then. They will fail now!"

(more)
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Jewish Comittes that the Conference hai wabordinated all other issuss
to the question of Palesting. The Council pointed out that tha
chairmen of the dmericsn Jewish Committes had resisted the inclusion
of the guestion of reseus in the Conference agends,

"If Palestine's futurs played a major role in the Conference
and absorbed in a lurge measure the interssts of the delegates, 1t
is precisely becsumse thay realized that Palestine offers the one &reat
constructive solution both to the problem of immediaste resocus and the
problen of Jewlsh natisnal homelesmess,” the Council said,

The Council is political spokesmen in the United States for
the Zionist Orgsniszation of dmerica, Hadassah, Poale Zion and Misrachi,

The resolution was adopted today at a meeting st its head=-
quarters, 41 Bast 43 Street,

#4/10/28/43



TEXT OF STATEMENT BY THE AMERICAN ZIONIST BMERGENCY COUVCIL
ADOPTED OCTCEER 28, 1943

"There is the danger of exsgrereting the significance of the secession
of the imsrican Jewish Coemittes from the American Jewlsh ConfeFence bayond all
proportions in the 1ight of the relative insignificanss of the Comsittee inm
hmericen Jewlsh 1ife, )

iThe American Jewish Committee ana the American Jewish Confersnce are not
correletive bodies. The Committes ia & self-constituted and self-perpstuating
tody, representative of mo one except & few individusls, and responsible to no
ene at all. Oun the other hand, the ConfeTenmoe 1z ths democeratically slected body
of imerican Jewry, consisting of BO2 delegntes, of whom 375 wers slscted from
every major commnity and ths remaindsr wers designated by 85 mational organiss-
tions of which the American Jewish Commitiee was ona,

"The withdrawsl of the Cosmittes im nevertheless & celoulated atteck upon
Jewisgh unity and it will be deeply ressnted by every imericen Jew who im eager to
advanoes the Conference program of imvediste rescue of the Jews of Europe, thelr
post=war rehabilitstion snd the Iimplemsntation of Jewigh rights to Palestine.

"The Conference delibarstions revealed the virtual umanimity of American
Jewry on &ll majsr problems amd the profound dssivs for unity in achilevimg thelr
solution, On the Pelestine repclution only four of the 502 delegates dissented,
while legs than 30 abetained. The mees enthusioss for the Conference program was
persuasive upon the chairmsn of the Amarican Jewlsh Committes who nnnounced ot
the time that the Falestine resclution wos mdopted that the Committes would re=
main within the Confersmce. But this now seems to have beenm only = tesporsry
mangover. The Cosmittes now refuses to sccept the will of the majority. It
guits the Conferenmgs. It han always preschsd unlty tut evidently only om ite
own terms. The Committes mmet rule or ruln.

"It will do meither,

"is an excuse for isolating iteself from the overvhelming majority im
dmerioan Jewish 1ife, the Americsn Jewlsh Committes complains that the Confedence
mibordinated all other issuss to the question of Pelestine. [This is absurd.
Every mejor problem affecting Jewlsh interasts wes serlously end at grect length
gonsidered by the Conference mnd its cormittees, ant this in spite of the cheir-
man of the imericen Jewish Committee who, it should be recslled, resisted the
inclugion of the question of rescus in the Conference pgends. If Palestine's
futurs played a major role in the Conferemce and absorbed in & large measurs the
interests of the delegates, it is precisely becsuse they realized that Palestine
offers the one great constructive solution both to the problem of ilmmediste
rescus and ths problem of Jowlsh national homalessnsss.



"The American Jewish Committes wishes now to tgnore not only the ex-
pressed wishes of American Jewry tut slso the facta of higtory and iis own record
on the subiest of Palestine. It ig clear that a new regime has dome into con-
trol of *he policias and attitudes of the Gommittee, In the past, the Qomuittee
approved of the Balfour Declaration snd of the Palestine Mandate which recognize
the historic comnection of the Jewish people with Palestine and iis right to re-
Puild ites metionsl howe there. Under the inspiration of the late Louis Marghsll,
who wes president of the smerican Jowlsh Committee, am enlarged Jewish Agency for
Palestine was mohisved, which included both Zionists and non-Ziorists and which
wag based upon the ssceptance of tas principle of the Jewigh National Home.

"Put today the Aserican Jewigh Committes studiously end polntedly omits
eny reference to Lhe Jewlsh Bational Home, the Balfour Dezlaration or the Mandate.
These annoying Zacte of higtory it would like to eTase. 1t speaks of a Common-
wealth for Palestine but not of 2 Jewlsh Commenweslth. Its present position
would liguidete the Jewish Hationsl Home. As the imariaan Jewigh Committes waald
have it, the Jewish Natlonal Home muat mot be Jewish and it must not be national,
Inevitsbly, 1t would cesse to be & home.

*fhe Americen Jewlish Sommittee has alveys TepTesented itself ae desiTous
of safeguarding Jewish rights all over the world. Fut na far ms Jewigh Palestine
ig goncerned, where our peaple has ghtained internationslly socredited rights for
the rebuilding of its Hationsl Eome, the fomittes interposes compromiges and e
sarvations snd weuld eppome avery sufegoard esgential for the realizgation of that
Hows.

#1t generously sllows that Jews should have the right to imslgrate o Pal-
sstine as to other couskries. This we are to regard as a tremendous concesslon!
BPut it insists that the Jewish Agency must under no pircusstances be vested with
aontrol over immigratiorn, for that wonld mean that in the course of time, & Jew=
{gh majority would be egtablighed in Pelestine and ms 2 result the Jewlsh ComTon-
wealth would be eonetituted. Thin sust Dot be allowed to happen! Imnigration is
tharafore to be sntrasted to some irternstionsl trustseship which the AmaTican
Jewigh Oormities mow immrovises out of thin air.

#Thia Teveraal on the part of the Amerlcan Jewlsh Commithes, resrasenting
a new =i digruptive line 4n its policles, is glearly a retreat to 1516, when a
small hsndful of Jews in this gountry and in England violently opposed the Balfour
Declaration and sttempted to arrest the march of the Jewish people to its right-
ful place in the vorld's family of natioms.

"They failed then. They will fall nowl
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ZIONIST EMERGENCY CUUNCIL TAKES IS:UE WITE AMERICAS JEWISH COMMITTEE

NEF YORK, Oct.28,(JTi)== Toking issue =it the Americon Jewish Committee for
its withdrowol from the Amcericcn Jewish Conference, the Americon Zienist Emergency
Coureil, which represents cll Zionist groups in this country, today issucd o stobe=
ment decl:ring thet “there is the donger of excggercting the signifiesnce of the
seceesion of the Americon Jevdsh Committee from the Americon Jewish Conference be=
yond cll propertions in the light of the relotive insignificance of the Committee
in Americon Jewiah life"

"The Amsrican Jewish Committce ond the Americon Jewish Cenference ore not co-
rrel tive bodicss The Cemmittce is o self-constituted cnd sclf=-perpetucting body
rcpresentotive of ne one except o fow individucls, tnd responsible %o ne one ct nll.
On the other hond, the Conference is the democrotically elected body eof American
Jewry consisting of H502 delegutes, of whom 375 were elected from every mojor com-
munity cnd the rempinder vere designoted by 65 notioncl ergeonlzctiens of vhich the
bmericen Jewish Committee wos ones

"The withdriwol of the Committee is nevertheless o coleulcted cttoek upon
Jevish unity cnd it will be deeply resented by ¢very American Jew whe is eoger to
tdvenee the Conference progrom of im edicte reseue of the Jews of Eurspe, their
postievicr relubilitction and the implementotion ef Jowish rights te Pulcstine.

"The Confirence deliderctions revenled the wirtucl uncnimity of American
Jewry on cll mcjor probleme rnd the profound desgire for unity in cehicving their
solution. On the Prlistinpe resolution only four of the 502 delegetes dissented,
while less thon 20 cbstained, The moss énthusinam for the Conference progrom wos
persucsive upon the chairmon of the Americcon Jewish Committece who cnneunced vt the
time thet the Pelestine resolution wis ndopted thot the Committec would remain withe
in the Conference, But © is new ‘scems to hove beeid only o temporary moneuvers The
Cormittee mew refuscs to pccept the will of the mojority. It quits the Confercnee,
It hos clwoys precched unity but (vidently only on its own termss The Committee
mast rule or sin. It will do ncither,.

Cells Argumcnts of Americcn Jewish Committee " pbsurd"

YAs on ¢xcuse for isoloting itself from the ovoerwhelming mojority in Americon
Jewish 1life, the Amcricon Jewisi Committce compleinsg that the Confurcnce subordinct-
€d cll other issucs to the qucstion of Polestines, This is nbsurd. Every mojor
rreblem cifecting Jewish intcrests wos seriously cnd ot greot longth considerci by
the Conference ond its corrdttees, ond this in spite of the chairmon of the Amerie
con Jewish Committec who, it should bc recolled, rosisted the inclusion of the
qucstien of rescuec in the Confirencc cgenda, If Polestine's future ploycd o mojor
rele in the Conference, and cbserbed in o lorge measure the intercsts of the dele=
gotes, it is preclsely becouse they reclized thet Polestine offers the one grect
constructive solution both te the problem of immcdicte rescue and the problem of
Jowish netional homelcssncsss

"The Amcricen Jewish Committec wishcs now to ignorc not only the expressed
wishie of American J wry but olso thc focts of history and its own rcecord en the
subjcct of Polestine, It is clecr thot o new regime h: s come inte centrol eof the
policice cnd cttitudes of the Committee, In the prst, the Committee approved of
the Bolfour Decloiration and of the Pelestine Mondote which recogrdzes the histeric
conncetion of the Jevish people with Polestine and its right to rcbuild its nct-
ienal hom: thuere. Under the inspirction of the lote Louls Mrrsholl, who wns presi=-
dent of the Amricoan Jewish Committee, an enlirged Jewish Ageney for Polcstine wos
cehicved, which included both Zioniete cnd non-Zionists ¢nd which waos bzsed wpon the
oceeeptance of the prireciple of the Jewish Nutional Hamo,
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"But todey the Amerdcon Jewish Committee studiously mnd pointedly omits cny
reference to the Jewish Notienol Heme, the Bolfour Declorction er the Mondutes
These cnnoying focts of history it would like to .ruses It specks of o Commomwenlth
for Prlcstine but not of o Jewish Commomicolths Its present position would liquid-
cbe the Jewish Notioncl Home, As the Americen Jowish Committes would hove it, the
Jewish Notioncl Home must not be Jewish cnd it must not be notiengls Inevitably,
it would cecse to be o homes

Sces Retreot. to Committocts 1916 Stond

"The American Jevish Committec hos nlweys represented itself ns desirous of
scfegucrding Jovd sh rights ell over the vorld, But cs for ces Jewlsh Prlcstine is
concerned, where our people his obtoined intcrn: tienclly ceocredited rights for the
roebuilding of its nctioncl home, the Committee interposcs compromisce und rescrvo-
tions cnd would oppose every sofegucrd essenticl for the renlizction of thet home.

"It gencrously cllews thet Jevs should hove the right to immigrete to Prles-
tine cs to other countricss This ve cre %o regord os . tremendous concessienl But
it insiste thet the Jewlsh Agency must under no circumstonces be vested with control
over immigr:tion, for thut would mean thet in the courcc of time, & Jewish majority
would be cstoblished in Pal.stine and os o result the Jevish Comreonvweclth would be
constitutid. This must not be ullowed to happenl Immdar:tion is thereforc to be
entrusted to some internctionnl trustieship which the Amcrdcon Jevd sh Committee now
improviscs out of thin cip,

"This rieversel on the purt of the Americen Jowd shi Committee, represcnting o
ncw ond disruptive line'in its policics, is cleorly o retrect to 1916, when o small
hundful of Jews in this country :nd in Englond wiolcutly opposcd the Bolfeur Decl-
crotion und wttempted to crrest the merdh of the Jewd gh poopl. to its rightful
place in the worldts family of nations. They fidled thens They will foil nowl"

HADASSAH CONVEKTION CLOSES; MRS, MOSES P. EPSTEN ELECTED FRESIDERT

NEW YORK, Octe28,(JTA)=- Rcsolutions cxpressing "full support’ for the Ameri-
con Jewlsh Conference ond oppeclizg to the British people cnd govermment to pbondon
the White Poper policy were ondopted here today ot the cleosing scesion of the 259th
onnucl convention of the Hodassoh, which <lected Mrs. Mescs F. Epstein president ef
the orgorizetion for the next term.

The resolution on the White Paper also urged the U.8, Govermment and the Amcre
icon public "to cdd its woice"™ in support of the Jewieh demond. Another reselutisn
appetls to the "conscience of the dcmocrutic pesples ond the governments of the
United Netions™o help bring cbout the rescuc of 25,000 Jewish children in Eumrpe
for whom certificctes of antry into Pc.l;stin—. hove been prordscd by the British
Governnent,

The converntion cdopted o budget of §1,620,000 to be spent during the next yeor
for medicel, post=wcr heplth, child welfore, woectional cducction, youth, refugec
crnd lend reclemution projectss Tribute weos peid by the convention to King Christian
X of Denmcrk, cnd Fing Gustcf V of Sweden for the horoism with which their peoples
heve defended Jewish citigens ound refugees in both countrics pgoinst the Nozds, by
cnnouneling the plontivg of two proves of trecs in the nome of these mencrchs in the
Holy' Lond,

Drs Stephcn 5. Wise and Dr, Abba Hillel 8ilver, of Cleveland, co-chnirmen of
the Americocn Zionist Emcrgency Council;, the chief cp. kers ct the concluding sesa=
ion, coucentroted upou o plec for the chbrogetion of the Whtic Poper, which if implce
mented would curtoil J-.-riah immigrction into Polostine by lli.:rch 19443 wpor &h attack
on the British Palestine cdministretion, which was accuscd of "stoging” the recent
crous-ermggling triolsy rnd upon o demond for the crection of o Jewish Commorvcolths





