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Committee of C/2n:st-ian J:eaders, Clergymen and J:aymen 

C9n @e/2alf of gew,:s/2 !Immigration !Into [Palestine 

70 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

To the Members of the 
Committee of Christian Leaders, 
Clergymen and Laymen on Behalf of 
Jewish In:migration into Palestine: 

Dear Friend: 

DR. HENRY A. ATKINSON, Acting Cha i~man 

Janu~ry 12, 1943 

I am enclosing herewith the minutes of the conference 
held in New York City on Monday, December 14, together with the 
abstracts of the principal topics discussed. You will also note 
the votes taken and the decisions reached. 

We are eager to go ahead with the work in hand as 
fast as possible. It will be a great help and of real service 
if you would make suggestions regarding ways and means for pro­
moting these interests in the nation, and particularly in your 
local community. Is it possible for you to find the time to 
write an article based on these minutes and the original state­
ment, and secure its publication in one or more of your local 
papers? 

With all good wishes, and thanking you in advance for 
any suggestions you care to make, I am, in behalf of our common 
interests, 

Sincerely yours, 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS, CLERGYMEN AND LATI-lEN, 
ON BEHALF OF JEWISH I MMIGRATION I NTO PALESTINE - DECEMBER 14 , 1942 . 

An all-day meeting of the above committee was held at the Pennsylvania 
Hotel , New York City, on December 14, 1942. 

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson was in the Chair. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. W. Russell Bowie. 

Those present were: 

Rabbi Philip S . Bernstein, Rochester, N. Y. 
Dr. W. Russell Bowie, New York City 
Dr . John w. Bradbury, New York City 
Rev . Robert H. Brennecke, Nazareth, Pa. 
Rev. Charles H. Campbell, Flushing, N. Y. 
Bishop James Cannon, Jr., Richmond, Va. 
Rev. George W. Eccles, Flushing, N. Y. 
Dr. Edgar J. Fisher, New York City 
Rev . H. Paul Gu.hse, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
Prof. S. Ralph Harlow, Northampton, Mass. 
Rev. Fred Hoskins, Bridgeport, Conn . . 
Rev. Ladislaus Harsanyi, New York City 
Mrs. Edward Jacobs 
Mr. Marvin Lowenthal, New York City 
Bishop Francis J . McConnell, New York City 
Prof. F. A. McKenzie, Huntington, Pa. 
Rev. Andrew Magill, Jamaica, N. Y. 
Rev. J. A. Maccallum, Philadelphia 
Dr . Emanuel Neumann, New York City 
Prof . Reinhold Niebuhr, New York City 
Rev. Leslie T. Pennington, Cambridge, Mass. 
Rev. Galen Russell , Chappaqua, N. Y. 
Dr. c. E. Silcox , Toront o, Canada 
Hon. Carl Sherman, New York City 
Rev. Harold Paul Sloan, Philadelphia 
Dr. Carl H. Voss, •pittsburgh 
Bishop Herbert Welch, New York City 
Rev. Wayne w. Womer, Hartford, Conn. 
Dr. Howard B. Warren, Brooklyn 
Dr . Henry A. Atkinson, New York City 

A telegram from Prof. W. F . Albright stated that on account of sudden 
illness he would be unable to attend the meeting. 

Dr . Atkinson opened t he meeting by giving a brief summary of the history 
of the committee, its formation and the work it had already done, ~~d what it 
hoped to do in the future. He stated t hat later in the meeting the question of 
selecting a permanent name for t he committee and also a program on policy and 
procedure would be taken up. 
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He then introduced Prof. S. Ralph Harlow, of Smith College, Northampton, 
Massachusetts , who spoke on the subject "Is Zionism Fair to the Arabs?" Copy of 
his address is attached. 

Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr, of the Union Theological Seminary, New York City, 
was next introduced and spoke on the subj ect "The Jewish State and the Arab 
world." Copy attached. 

Bishop Francis J . McConnell, of New York City, next spoke on "The Jewish 
Problem.• Copy attached. 

Dr. Atkinson next called the attention of the members to the address by 
Prof. WilliaL'l F. Albright, of Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, which was on 
the tables before them. In Prof. Albright's absence, Dr. Atkinson read excerpts 
from this address. Copy attached. 

Dr. Bradbury moved that a subcommittee be appointed on policy and some 
outline of procedure so that the functioning of the committee might be drawn up . 
This was seconded by Prof. Niebuhr and so VOTED. The Chair appointed the fol­
lowing committee to draw up such a report: 

Dr. Bradbury, Chairman 
Rev. Leslie T. Pennington 
Dr. Carl H. Voss 

The question was brought up of the apparent disagreement among the Jews 
about Zionism and the forming just recently of the American Council for Judaism, 
an organization that will seek to identify and define the Jew as a member of a 
religious community and nothing else . In reply to this, Rabbi Bernstein stated 
that some 90 Rabbis favored this stand, but that nearly 800 Rabbis have ex­
pressed themselves in favor of t he political implications of Palestine as a 
homeland for the Jews. 

The meeting adjourned f or luncheon at 12: 40 p.m., and during the luncheon 
listened to addresses by Mrs. Walter C. Lowdermilk , of Washington, and Rabbi 
Stephens. Wise. 

Special luncheon guests were: 

Mrs. Henry A. Atkinson 
Dr. Arthur J. Brown 
Miss Margaret E. Forsyth 
Mr. B. H. Levy 
Miss Dorothy McConnell 
Mrs. Edgerton Parsons 
Mrs. Carl Sherman 
Mrs. Fred B, Sn! th 
Dr. Guy Emery Shipler 
Mrs. Harrison Thomas 

The committee convened again at 2:45 p.m. and while waiting the return 
of Dr. Bradbury to give the r eport of the subcommittee on policy and procedure 
the question was discussed of the work this committee might do that would be 
different from that done by the American Palestine Committee, since many of the 
members of this committee are also on the Ameri can Palestine Committee. 
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Mr. Neumann explained the work of the American Palestine Committee, which is 
composed of a group primarily interested in keeping before the public the 
question of Zionism, particularly the political phases of the question. 
Prof. Niebuhr explained that the comnittee here today represents a very small 
minority of Christian clergymen and laymen who believe that the Jewish problem 
requires two rather than one solution. In addition to solving the problem 
by maintaining democratic rights in the democracies, this group believes that a 
homeland for the Jews is a part of the solution . He felt that it should be a 
clerical group primarily for bringing this viewpoint to the clerical leaders of 
the Christian Church. 

After lengthy discussion, it was agreed that this conmittee could do 
certain specific work more effectively than the American Palestine Committee. 
It was also finally decided that the committee, while being an autonomous com­
mittee, should work in cooperation with the American Palestine Committee. It 
was VOTED that the name of the cormnittee be Chri stian Council on Pale stine 
ian autonomous com.mittee work~ng in cooperat i on with t he American Palestine 
Qornmi ttee l . 

The question of finances was discussed at length. It was the consensus 
of opinion that raising money would be a difficult task under present circum­
stances now, but all a.greed that :funds could be raised sufficient to carry on 
the work of the committee, and it was VOTED to leave ways and means to the 
Executive Comnittee. 

Dr. Bradbury at this point presented the report of the subcommittee on 
policy and procedure. Its adoption was moved, seconded and so VOTED to bring 
it before the committee. After discussion, certain amendments and changes 
were made and it was VOTED that the report be adopted as amended. It reads 
as follows: 

POLICY 

I - The Christian Council en Palestine is committed to the 
establishment of a Jewish commonwealth in Palestine in 
relation to an over-all settlement in the post-war era. 

II - The Christian Council on Palestine commits itself to 
press for the establishment of a Jewish commonwealth in 
Palestine within such a framework. 

1) In disseminating information and arousing concern. 

2} In winning organizations of helpful constitutions 
to the support ot our objectives. 

3) In presentations of views and convictions to re­
ligious, social, political and diplomatic agencies 
regarded as helpful to our objectives. 

III - In view of the new wave of savagery against all Jews in Europe 
instituted by Hitler, and its cruel repercussions, we urge as 
an immediate policy the admission n2.!! of Jewish exiles into 
other countries, including the United States, as well as Pales­
tine. We urge this as an expression of the historic attitude 
of humanity among ell nations toward suffering and homeless exiles. 
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PROCEDURE 

I - A workable organization. 

1) ~: Christian Council on Palestine (an autonomous 
committee working in cooperation with the American 
Palestine Committee). 

2) Organization: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Vice 
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Executive Committee, 
Advisory and General Committee. 

3) Membership: Responsible and representative people in 
sympathy with our objectives. 

4) Row financed: Popular subscription and in cooperation 
with the American Palestine Committee. 

6) Steps to be taken and subjects to be discussed: 

a) Use available literature 
b) Appoint commissions for the study of different 

aspects of the problem 
c) Each committee member to be a promoter 
d) Meetings, lectures, writings and organizational 

cooperation 

The question of the election of officers was next taken up and the 
Chairman appointed the following committee to consider and nominate officers: 

Bishop Cannon 
Prof. Harlow 
Dr. Warren 

These withdrew and short ly thereafter reported the following nominations for 
officers: 

Chairman ................... . 
Vice Chairman .............. . 
Honorary Vice Chairman ..... . 
Se·oretary •............•..... 
Treasurer .................. . 

Henry A. Atkinson 
Howard B. Warren 
John W. Bradbury 
Left open 
Reinhold Niebuhr 

It was VOTED that these nominations be accepted. It was agreed that the officers 
so elected be authorized to set up an Executive Committee and that they with the 
Executive Committee will draft a constitution and by-laws for the Council, and 
when these are adopted permanent officers will be elected. Up to that time the 
officers elected at this session are considered to be acting in a provisional 
capacity. It was also VOTED that Emily Hutchinson be elected as Recording Sec­
retary. 

The questions of issuing a statement to the newspapers and of sending 
a delegation to the State Department in Washington were discussed and it was 
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VOTED that these be left to the discretion of the Executive Committee when 
it is formed. 

In concluding the meeting Dr. Atkinson summed up the discussion and 
the agreements reached. He said that, properly speaking, there is no Jewish 
problem. It is almost exclusively a Christian problem, for it is only in 
so-called Christian states that anti-Semitism manifests itself; therefore, 
the churches of America and the rest of the world must take the lead in 
attempting to meet the present serious situation which faces the Jewish com­
munities of Europe. 

The revelations that have been made recently of the bestial cruelty 
practised upon the Jews by order of Hitler and his followers make more clear 
than anything else the horror and real meaning of Nazi rule. Here we see the 
deliberate attempt to exterminate all the Jews in Europe. It is conservative­
ly estimated that 2,000,000 have already been put to death. Jews are con­
demned without trial and killed without mercy. Millions of Jews have been 
sent out of their homes and out of the countries of which they have been 
citi ~ens . They wander in Europe without papers and consequently without the 
privilege of remaining in any one spot; nor can they pass any :frontien because, 
being stateless, they have no way of securing the permission necessary to enter 
any country in Europe. 

Hitler has used anti-Semitism as a motive and the individual Jew as the 
spearhead of his thrust against the liberties of all free men everywhere . 
Under his brutal leadership anti-Semitism has flared up in almost every land. 
Therefore, the churches and church people of America should now demand that 
these slaughters be stopped and stopped immediately, that arrangements be made 
for the punishment of those who are directly responsible for those who have 
carried out these harsh decrees. Further, that a committee be appointed by 
the United Nations and authorized to take depositions now and catalogue the 
losses sustained by the Jews who were expelled from Germany and the other 
countries under Hitler's domination; that these losses be computed as accurat~ly 
as possible e,nd the total sum laid before the peace con:f'erence when it is held 
and made one of the first items in the cost of reparations and the rehabili­
tation of Europe; that t he United States and Great Britain prepare now to lay 
before the United Nations some plan whereby the Jews will be allowed to return 
to their homes in the countries from which they have been evicted; and further, 
that these two nations agree as soon as possible and proclaim to the world 
that Palestine is open as a homeland for the stateless Jews so that the Jews 
will have a place to which they may go now, and after the war a homeland where 
each Jew may elect to go providing the conditions in his former home are not 
such that he could establish his home and reorganize his life. 

To sum it up, Hitler has made the attack on the Jew the basis of •his 
campaign. In reconstituting the world and building a strong and abiding peace, 
the United Nations should use the rescue of the Jewish victims of Hitler's 
hate as the basis of their approach for righting a. great wrong and in righting 
that wrong open the war for the establishment of freedom from fear and freedom 
from want for all the people in all lands. 



IS ZIONISM FAIR TO THE ARABS? 

S. Ralph Harlow 

Is it true that the :fulfillment of the aspirations of the Zionists will 
mean the encroachment on the just rights of the Arabs, and involve injustice to 
large numbers of members of that group? 

Few problems in which the national and emotional ambitions of a race or 
class come into conflict with the hopes and fears of another group can be settled 
on the basis of absolute justice to all concerned. In whatever settlement is 
made in Palestine, British, Arabs and Jews will never be wholly satisfied, if 
one of the groups is favored above the others. 

Britain has oil pipe lines, air fields, lines of communication; and the 
Suez Canal and Mesopotamia oil fields involved in this struggle for control of 
Palestine. At present Britain is in the saddle, even though she has pledged her 
word in the Balfour Agreement to give to the Jews a homeland in Palestine. 

The Arabs predominate in numbers and have the argument that for centuries 
they have lived on the soil. 

The Jews have the claim that the promise made to the leaders in the Zion­
ist Movement constitutes a solemn pledge on the part of Great Britain to open 
Palestine and make it a truly Jewish homeland. They have the clamoring needs of 
tens of thousands of homeless Jews, who will perish and leave no heritage to 
humanity of their culture and their faith if this one land is not made available 
to them and to their kinsmen. 

Three extensive visits to Palestine have thoroughly convinced me that the 
awarding of Palestine to the Zionists would be by far the better way out of this 
problem, the way that involves less of injustice, more of happiness, and ultimate­
ly greater peace and security to the entire Near East and to the problem of Israel 
throughout the world, than any other solution. 

I have visited the Arab countries around Palestine. They are crying for 
larger populations. There is land and to spare for all the Arabs in the entire 
world right there in Saudi Arabia, Irag_ and the other Arab states. But the Jews 
have no other homeland, no place of re:fu.ge from hatred, persecution and death. 
If there is any justice in humanity it cries out on behalf of Israel's homeless 
children .• 

But the facts in Palestine, since the Jewish colonists began the recon~ 
struction and lifting of that land from poverty, disease, degradation and filth 
to well-being, health, enlightenment and cleanliness, offer us much to ponder 
over in regard to the Arabs. In no part of the Near East have the Arabs fared 
so well as in Palestine since the Jewish immigration began. Their wages are the 
highest Arabs receive in the Near East, and, as many of them are now adopting 
Jewish methods of cultivating the land, their economic standard of living has 
gone steadily up. The infant mortality rate among their children has fallen as 
in none of the surrounding Arab countries and their educational opportunities 
have increased as in no other countries. 
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This prosperity, which I observed throughout Arab groups in Palestine, 
stands out in marked contrast to the conditions I found among the Arabs in the 
Trans-Jordan and in Arabia itself. And this higher standard o:f' living was most 
in evidence in the immediate neighborhood of Jewish settlements, because t he 
Jewish communi ties offered greater opportunities for work at higher wages and 
better markets for Arab products. 

The Jewish colonists took over areas of land that had been sparsely 
settled, often because of the sandy and rocky condition of the soil, or because 
they were infested with malaria. Through the most heroic efforts they drained 
the swamps, built up the rocky hillsides with good earth and have turned the 
desert into a garden spot. All of the land they took they paid for, paid for 
it far more than it was worth, and paid the Arab owners who were glad to sell. 

I f we say that the 800,000 Arabs have a right to determine what shall 
happen to Palestine; what of the fifteen million Jews of the world, who may be 
less than t welve million by now in the light of the mass murders taking place 
in Central Europe. 

In Palestine the Jews have created productive work on which hundreds of 
Arabs have been employed. All one needs to do is to study the rapidly increased 
Arab investments in Palestine to note that the arrival of the Jews has been a 
good thing for these Arab owners of vineyard and farm. For example, within the 
first thirteen years after the Jewish colonists poured into the land, the number 
of dunams owned by Arabs in orange groves rose from 20,000 to 130,000. This 
represents a capital investment of at least $30,000,000 to $40,000,000 . 

Owing to the flourishing state of public finances, which is the direct 
result of Jewish irrmigration, the Government of Palestine was able, just before 
the war, to make wholesale tax reductions to the Arab peasants. Agricultural 
taxes which in 1922 formed 15.81 of the country's revenue, had fallen when I 
was there in 1938 to 2.0~ of the revenue, an enormous saving to the Arab worker 
in the fields. Everywhere I saw Arab industries flourishing where a few years 
before they were practically non-existent. 

The coming of the Jew to Palestine has been a boon to the Arab and the 
removal from the land of the Zionist colonists would bring the Arab down into 
poverty, disease and degradation from which Zion has lifted him. And in the 
process the world's great sore is being healed, the old old wound of the Jew 
in exile and without a home. 



THE JEWISH STATE .AND THE ARAB WORLD 

Reinhold Niebuhr 

It is 4uite apparent that the formation of a Jewish state in Palestine 
can not be achieved by the simple consent of the Arab world. No solution 
acceptable to the Arabs will give such a state any real integrity. An Ar ab­
Jewish federation in Palestine would certainly not solve the problem. It would 
merely perpetuate animosities into the indefinite future. 

Those who believe in the justice of the Jewish claims to Palestine are 
persuaded primarily by the desperate necessity of the Jews for a homeland and 
the comparative justice of their claim to Palestine in terms of ancient and 
historic considerations. With these claims the actual present possession of t he 
disputed territory by the Arabs is in conflict. It is not pretended that there 
can be a simply "just" solution of such a conflict, when competing claims move 
on such various levels. 

It is, however, possible in such a circumstance to satisfy the Jewi sh 
claims essentially under the compulsion of their great need; and to seek com­
pensation for t he Arabs by a total settlement of near-eastern si t uation. The 
Arabs will not have made any substantial contribution to the dei'eat of the Axis 
if and when it occurs. It would however be a wise statesmanship to allow the 
Ar ab world to be federated and to give it this higher unity in compensation for 
its loss of rights in Palestine. Such a quid pro quo would have to involve a 
genuine disavowal of sovereignty over a su~ficient part of Palestine to permit 
a Jewish state to be established which would have territorial integrity, politi­
cal independence within the framework of a commonwealth of nations, and the 
means of economic survival. It would also demand a genuine improvement of the 
Arab situation in terms of a greater unity and independence of that world. The 
settlement would require some rigorous self- abnegation upon the part of the 
great powers. They will have to cease the policy of establishing particular 
zones of influence in this or that Arab state and develop a larger policy of 
mutual security. 

Recent developments in North Africa have made a larger solution more 
possible and feasible than ever before. The ascendancy of American power in 
this sphere of influence makes it possible to limit French claims which would 
have been in conflict with such a solution. Though American policy has pledged 
itself to the restoration of French power in North Africa it would be ridiculous 
to do no more than to establish the status quo ante and not insist on the 
abridgement of imperial rights wherever they come in conflict with the necessity 
of an over-all settlement of the vexing Jewish-Arab and the Jewish-world problem . 
The power of America in the present situation has the added advantage, that it 
is not embarrassed, as British power is, with the problem of the relation of the 
Arab to the whole Moslem world. This embarrassment for Britain has undoubtedly 
made the solution of Palestinian problem more difficult than some of Britain's 
critics have been willing to admit. 

There is, however, no reason why America should mold its policy accord­
ing to such embarrassments or according to French imperial claims, which have no 
reality in :power or in justice. Amzrics.n arms have brought us into a dominant 
position in that very portion of the world where this issue must be solved. It 
would be ridiculous to use our power merely to underwrite the past when we have 
a chance to underwrite the future; and to help in granting justice to a people 
who have been the first, and the most cruelly used, of Hitler's victims. 
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THE JEWISH PROBLEM 

Francis J. McConnell 

The tragedy which has befallen the Jews of Central Europe constitutes a 
challenge of the first magnitude to the Christian conscience. For centuries the 
Jews in Central and Eastern Europe have been the victims of religious bigotry and 
social intolerance. Even in the last days of liberalism, their lives were never 
altogether free from the shadow of oppression. In recent years and in consequence 
of Nazi aggression, their position has become intolerable. Between five and six 
million J ews are now being subjected to a deliberate program of extermination. 
They have been torn from their homes, confined to ghettos, and in almost every 
conceivable way have been made the object of a ruthless cruelty. 

Envisaging with confidence the triumph of the democratic forces in the 
present world struggle, we as Christian clergymen are convinced that when the war 
is over, the Jews of Europe ought to have unrestricted right of return t o their 
native lands, of restoration to the property which has been taken from them, of 
equality of opportunity with other citizens, and of full civic and cultural free ­
dom . To this end we pledge our utmost effort. 

Nevertheless, we recognize that the solution of the problem of the Jews of 
Central Europe cannot completely be achieved by such devices alone . The anti­
Semitism which has been their lot is a consequence of deep- seated hist oric forces. 
Among these forces are a cultural t radition of anti-Semitism , economic obstructions 
inherent in European life, and the availability of the Jewish group at all times as 
a scapegoat for mass passion by exploiting which demagogues may climb to power. 

Hopeful as we are of the :future of Europe in general, we cannot close our 
eyes to the fact that the forces which have created European anti -Semitism may 
continue to be operative, that indeed they ·may even gain in strength and i nt en­
sity in consequence of long years of Nazi indoctrination and in the wake of the 
vast social dislocations which will beset all of Europe when hostilities cease. 
For that reason we are convinced that statesmanship and idealism a like r equire that 
possibilit ies of emigration from the old world be made available to European Jews. 
Such emi gration ought be neither total nor coerced. But great numbers of Jews 
will, we are certain, desire to find a new site for their lives a f ter the war and 
are entitled, we believe, to that privilege. 

Palestine is of all lands the most clearly indicated for Jewish i mmi gration. 
Without then any rejection of supplementar y centers of Jewish colonization aside 
from Palestine, it is to Palestine as a haven of Jewish refuge that we must give 
our first attention. In this conclusion we are confirmed by the successful 
achievement of large-scale Jewish colonization in that land during the past 
quarter of a century. 

The need for free Jewish migration t o Palestine derives, however, only in 
part from the social difficulties which beset European Jewry . It deri ves also from 
our solicitude for the Jewish tradition as a living influence in human affairs. 
The Jewish heritage which is in core a religion contains also rich cultural 
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elements of large significance. That aspect of Judaism requires that somewhere in 
t he wor l d there shall be a land in which the Jewish civilization is the primary 
civilization of a body of Jews . Only such a spiritual center can be the scene of a 
great r evival of Jewish values. The record of Palestine in the last quarter of a 
century has confirmed this judgment. Within twenty-five years the whole sweep of 
the Hebraic tradition has come to renewed life in the ancient land of the J ewish 
people. Jewry in other parts of the world has responded to the stimulation which 
has emerged from Zion . The spiritual resources of mankind as a whole have been 
enri ched thereby . 

We subscribe then to a program which calls for the continuance of J ewi sh 
i mmigrat ion into Palestine . We see such a program as a contribut i on to the social 
problem of European Jewry, as an answer to the cultural needs of Jews throughout 
t he world , and as an approach which converts the Jewish problem f r om a problem i nto 
a creative and statesmanlike achievement. 



PALESTINE AS A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR IN THE SOLUTION OF THE 
JEWISH PROBLEM 

William F. Albright 

At least thirty-five centuries have passed since the ancestors of Israel 
first settled in Palestine. Since that time Israel has passed through many and 
strange vicissitudes. Again and again it has been nearly wiped out; it has been 
exiled in Egypt, in Mesopotamia; it has wandered in ever widening circles as its 
sons have found refuge from persecution in more and more distant lands. Yet most 
of t he Israelite people have tenaciously adhered to the law of Moses for more 
than three thousand years. The mighty power of their faith is demonstrated by 
the fact that Judaism has survived through the most appalling catastrophes, and 
that it has successively given birth to Christianity and Islam without being en­
feebled by its travail . In our own day the Jews stand in the vanguard of Western 
civilization, which owes many of its greatest recent triumphs to them. 

Through all these centuries the land of Palestine has been in the fore­
ground of Jewish emotion and aspiration. But religious Jewry resigned itself, 
many centuries ago, to awaiting direct action from Heaven, as a result of which 
the re -establishment of Zion, foretold by the prophets, was confidently expected . 
During the crisis of westernization through which European Jewry passed in the 
ninet eenth century, a new, dynamic faith in the restoration of Zion was born, 
shared by both religious and non-religious Jews in constantly increasing numbers. 
This movement, crystallized around the magnetic person of Theordor Herzl, we 
know as "Zionism." 

In 1917, the Allies, including Great Britain, France, and the United States 
recognized the validity of the ancient Jewish title to Palestine, as announced 
in the famous Balfour Declaration. However, it was also recognized that there 
was an Arab majority in the country, and that there were many Christian and 
Moslem holy sites there; to protect these rights and interests the Balfour 
Declaration designated Palestine as a "national home for the Jewish people." 
Owing to circumstances into which we need not enter here in detail, clashing 
national and religious interests have made it peculiarly difficult for Great 
Britain to carry out the terms of the Balfour Declaration, which can be inter­
preted in many ways, since the term "national home" is ambiguous and without 
precedent in international law. On the whole it must be said that the mandatory 
power has loyally carried out its understanding of the Balfour Declaration, and 
has instituted a policy intermediate between Jewish and Arab claims. Until the 
climax of the great Nazi persecution of the Jews in 1938, it is probable that 
the r estriction of imnigration was more beneficial than harmful to Zionism, s i nce 
it prevented the establishment of a helpless Jewish proletariat and led to 
selection of only the best inmigrants. This ma.de it possible for the Jewish 
community in Palestine to develop along wholesome agricultural, industrial and 
cultural lines. Now the foundation has been solidly laid: there are some 600,000 
Jews in Palestine, living in several hundred settlements, nearly all of them 
agricultural. On the one hand there is a remarkably well organized agricultural 
basis for Jewish economic life; on the other there are the great Dead Sea chemi­
cal works and the hydro-electric plants in the Jordan Valley. Economic life has 
been developed by German Jewish capital and technical skill, whipped up by the 
lash of the war, until Palestine is today the most rapidly evolving economic 
organism in the world. 
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No less significant for the future of Palestine, and far more important 
for t he future of the Jewish people, Palestine has become the center of an un­
paralleled intellectual and aesthetic r evival, centering in the rebirth of Hebrew 
language and literature. Since this revival i s based on an extremely progressive 
system of free public education and has two foci, one the great Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem, the other an extra-academic artistic and literary movement in Tel­
Aviv and other cities, it is inherently sound. What such tremendous unfolding of 
the human spirit, in the center of a vast region which has been relatively stag­
nant for many centuries, means for mankind as a whole can already be dimly fore­
seen. I have no hesitation in saying that the new Restoration of Zion is destined 
to exert an effect on world history scarcely less significant than the first 
Restoration. 
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February 12, 1943 

Following a statement released by Dr. Stephtln S. Wise, as Chairrne.n e, f 

the American Emergency Committee 'for Zionist Affairs, announcing tr_e l eF:l.e·~ar 

tion of Mr. Emanuel Neumann ·from his position wifo t :io Committee 6Jld p ~·fni 

tribute to his services, Mr. Neumann made a stc.,t;enent s.~ a luncheon at tl~3 

Hotel Commodore, on Thursday, February 11th~ att eac1.ed by ed".to:r-s e.nd repre-­

sentatives of the Yiddish press. The text of th e st .J.t8ment follo ws: 

ttDuring the past two years I had the honor .of serving the Zionist mo7e­

ment on the .American scene as Director of Public Relations and Political 

Action and, for a time, as its political representative in Washijgtcn. I 

feel I owe it not only to you but to my Zionist :fdends throughout the co:mt rJr 

to say that my resignation, as of January 1st, was not an impulsive act but 

the result of mature deliberation. My resignation was first tendered in 

the spring of last year but I was persuaded, against my own judgment, to 

p~stpone it. However, conditions in the American Emergency Committee for 

Zionist Affairs made it increasingly difficult and finally impossible for me .. 
to go on. Among these conditions were: recurrent factional and personal 

in policy and in action; absence of centralized administrative direction; fa,i~­

ure to adopt a definite and comprehensive program of activities; and budgets 

wholly incommensurate with the immensity of the task. I had repeatedly warned. 

against this 

restin _Q_n 

dangerous state of affairs in the light of the heavy responsioi~it:r 

rican Zionism. /r pleaded for a more dynamic policy, bolder con-

ceptions and larger budgets; but the response was slow and painfully inadequate~ 

ttThree l!!onths ago I informed the responsible officers that my resignation 

would take effect at the end of December 1942. As a member of the Emerge:.1cy 

Committee representing the z.o.A., I shall participate in its work as a volun­

teer but without administrative responsibility. I earnestly trust that the 
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conditions to which I am drawing attention will be corrected without d -·, J. ;.o,?" , 

making it possible for my sucpessor to be effective. 

11My thanks ai,o due to Dr. Stephen Sc Wise for .hls kind •words <.1d. +.J 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann for his encouragenent and. the confidence he has rE:pose,i _i.,,_ 

me. Here I wish to express, particule,rly, r.,y deep appreciation to the 1An:"'3.:G­

ing cooperation of the Jewish Press during these two critical years. It. hl'.s 

lived up to the best traditions of responsible journa,lism. On no occasion 

was cooperation withheld. Not once was a promise broken or a confidence be­

trayed. 

11During this period, considerable prC£'t"ess was made in winning l~:nerlcan 

support for Jewish aspirations with regard to Palestine. The Ar.lorican PaJ.estine 

Committee, headed by Sena~or Wagner, was established and developed into an 

important political force. Another group, enbracing hundreds of promineat 

Christian Clergymen, was organized under the name of Christian Council on Pale~~ 

tine. A vigorous campaign of education was carried on in the A..merican press~ 

in periodicals, on the air, and through a wide distribution of pamphlet material , 

High officials of the American Government, foreign embassies and legat:tons and 

leaders of public opinion, were repeatedly visited. Political allies were 

sought and prominent Ji.merican intellectuals won over. Froo tine to time, impor­

tant steps helpful to our cause were taken by our non-Jewish friends either at 

our request or on their own initiative, It cannot be doubted that the general 

political atmosphere in this country has becor.1e uore receptive to Zionist ideas 

as a result of these efforts. 

llWithout belittling the work which has been done, including my own modest 

contribution, I must warn against underestimating the difficulties and the 

seriousness of the position. There is no ground for undue optimism regarding 

our political situation, With respect to the present British Administration in 

Jerusalem, it is hopeless; in London it is badi in Washington, it is unsatis-



-3-

factory. Our o~n Government has been talcing a greater interest in the Near ?~.~t 

than ever before, but tha.t in it self does not necessarily imply a pro-Zi,:, m 3-:, 

policy. Through the occupation of North Africa, America has become -- at l e!:'. st 

for the time being -- a great Moslen power. This means that the policy-mcl<:e~~ 

in our Government are growing more sensitive to Mo slera susceptibilities and Arab 

opinion. There is a great pro-Arab propaganda which is being carried on persist­

ently and with considerable skill. It is not only pro-Arab but definitely anti­

Zionist in chAracter and is receiving both guidance and support in certain in­

fluential quarters. 

11At the same time, consideration of post-wnr problens has now passed the 

stage of academic discussion and is proceeding concretely and practically in our 

Govern~ent departments, and other chanccllories. It is probably nuch later than 

we think. No amount of skillful negotiation and persuasiveness on the part of 

our political leaders at the "front line" can avail unless it is supported by e.n 

effective and sustained activity 11 behind the linesrr. This is no tine for relaxa­

tion of our political efforts. We have done perhaps ten percent of what needs to 

be done. Matters are approaching a sta§e where every day counts. Opportunities 

now nissed may be irretrievable. Also, I may add, this is no time for comproMise. 

If weakness and defeatism should creep into our own Jewish ranks, how can we ex­

pect to win the battle? There is nothing on which we can co□promise. The 

Biltmore program is not a Maximal progran but the ninimur.i: Jewish control of im­

migration and colonization, mass resettlement of European Jews, a Jewish majority 

and a free Jewish Commonwealth. 

11 My experience in Washington during the past two years leads me to the 

conviction that if we are clear regarding our aims, and hold our banner high, and 

cobilize our full strength and resources, there is at least a fair chance that we 

shall succeed. 11 



hr. Henry on tor 
· nit d lest ne 
41 wat 42nd st. 
New Yor, N.Y. 

y dear fr. Montore 

In -r .. 1 to your letter of Fehr :..ry 15 
rmi t e to y thll.t 'believe y · r ,ork it t.1e 

United P lestine Appaal i s .un;,ortant to the 
cau e or a estin es any . r..c y~ r li ely to 
do or the ublic Rel tions Pro r of the Emerge~cy 
Committe. Furthe ore, owing our temper -ent, 
I inclined to lieve th t ou ould not l·st 
~ary lon in th~t osition hi.ch is as chaot o a 
one s one is 1 ly to find. The .l!Jller ency 
Co ittee na s complete re-or s.niz tion befor 
I could r co end to any one ose bil1ties 
and service Iv: lu to a sume res on ibilities 'th 
that bod. Too y l ders, too mm1y ties, too 

If and en t e situ tion ch es - a.nd I 
m not hopeful tru..t thore , ill be i:tny ch n~e - you 

may wish to reoo.~oider tie matter. 

1th all gc,od ishea, I remain 

V ry cord 11 ours, 



j{g_tet .8,t:R_egis 
.New York 

t 
l 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, Cleveland, O. 

~~-~ 

February 19, 1943 

I have heen approached by Dr. Wise, Mr . Herman 
Shulman and others with a reauest that I ~rite to as~ you to 
release ·ontor from the service of the U.P . A., at least tem­
porarily, in order to put the Public Relations Department of 
the Emergency Gommittee in some sort of order. 

I never li¥e to interfere in matters of tris kind 
nor have I the right to express jud~ment about the relative val­
ue of one job or another . Nevertheless , in the 11~ht of all 
the discussions we h~ve had durin- the past months, I feel that 
something is ur~ently needed to put that house in order. At 
the same time I feel that to as1r you to give u .tontor ' s serv­
ices in the D.P.A. and the U.,J .A., involves a consider'lble 
s~crifice. From ~11 I kno~ LOntor is a very ~ble man and pos­
sibly the only person ·;:he, could or -:anize the acti vi ti es of the 
mergency Committee in manner that •ouJd pr duce the neceessry 

results. I do not thin.< the transfer of Lontor from his pres­
ant position to the ~mer ency Committee should be permanent . I 
think ne should be lo:ned to the Emer~e1cy Ccnmittee for a cert­
ain time to put his plans into creration, ~r~~nize an effective 
ST,aff and then he mi ,_;ht very ·.vell ret_urn to his duties in the 
U.P.A. and U.J.A. Even durin this time, I should imagine, he 
could keep in close touch with the work of the u._· .A., as I am 
sure -ontor is orepared to do. 

If I did not deem the matter so essential and if 
able peoole were n t so scavce, I assure you I would not urge 
this upon you. I hope you will forgive rne for interfering in 
matters in ~~ich, I su~pose, I s~ould not interfere. 

With kin est personal regards I am 



Dr. Chaim ,eizmann 
Hotel St. Regis 
New Yorit, N.Y. 

My dear Dr, fleizmanna 

February 25, 1945 

Ur. ·ontor had spoken to me about the s~gestion that the 
OP release him to the ublic Relations Dep·rtment of the Z1on11t 
Emergency Co,,mttee. He asked my advice und I wiswered negatively. 

There are tvro aonsiderc.tions which ma!<:e ma teel that the 
a '·estion is not u ood one. The UJA is fa.cing v .ry serious problems 
this year in vie of the radically new si tuution which the organiz tion 
of the National Jar .Fund h s crauted. The relationships between the 
UJA and this N-tional War Fund have not yet been definedJ nor has nny 
fixed pollc; &8 reg rda Ie~:sh lelr e Funds and Community Chests 
bean established. There t.s also been a crossing· of purposes as 
between the UJA am th.a Council or Je•,1ish Feder .. tions c.nd elf re 

1 Funds. The interest of the UJA may be sacrificed in 1943 to e desire 
or many communities to rush into ·ar Chests. The situ.tion calls for 
strong nd ex?9rienced hands in the a.dministrution of the affairs 
of the UJA, and !lontor is a most valuable n there. I kno. or 
no one hom I can substitute for him at the UJA even if I could tind 
someone to substj,tute i'or him at the UPA. 

My second consider;:. ion is this, I doubt heti. r ha would 
last long ith the .r'ubllc Rel ... tions Depart ent or the EmerJenoy 
Committee as the Emer ency Committee is t present constituted. I 
know Mr. &ontor•s t..,.rament, and I m persuaded that it ould ~ot 
ba long before he would throw up tha job. No employee could "put the 
house 1n order• to use your phrase. It calla for a conatitutional 
reconstruction before any designated official can function 1th any 
degree of success. HO!ilever, if you and Dr. ,ise still reel, 1n spite 
or the above consider tions, that Montor snould be released, I s .• all 
present the matter for the consideration of the ~-dministrative 
Committee of the UPA. 

I trust th t you c.nd rs. Weizmann a.re well. I re d that 
·r. Shertok has arrived in the country and I hope th t I shall mve the 
o_Jport\Dlity of seein- him before long. With all goo:i ,ishes, I re:iain 

Very cordially yours, 

AHSaBK 



PERSONAL 

llmanuel Neumann 
749 West End Ave. 
New York City 

~'' .. 
I 

/ 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevela ni, Ohio 

Dear Abbas 

Thanks for your kind note. 

Februa_ey 24, 1943 

I will be delighted of course to see you when you 
come to New York again. Try to let me know in advance. 

I am enclosing the complete text of the statement 
which I issued about my resignation. I am convinced that 
the situation in the Emergency Committee with its present 
constitution, composition and set-up is absolutely hopeless. 
No amount of tinkering and palliatives will remedy it. They 
will only serve to cover up for a short time fundamental weak­
nesses and inadequacies. The sooner that is realized by the 
Zionist l.eadership and the rank and file, the better. 

Enc. 

Fan and I reciprocate your good wishes. 

With cordial greetings, as ever 



\ 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York City 

Ri:LEASE ON RECEIPT 

TO HAIL WAR EFFORT OF PALESTINE JEWRY AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

American Jewish Leaders to Meet at Philadelphia, April 17-18, to Mobilize Further 
Support of Leading United Nations Ally in Middle East; Preparations for 

Post-War Solution of Jewish Homelessness to be Speeded 

Under the theme "United for Victory", American Jewish leaders will gather at 

Philadelphia on April 17th and 18th for a war-time National Conference on Palestine 

to mobilize further support for the Jewish community of Palestine, described as 

making 11 the most unreserved and satisfactory contribution to the United Nations war 

effort in the Middle East, 11 in an announcement issued by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, of 

American Jewry to finance the defense and upbuilding of the Jewish National Home 

in Palestine. 

"Americans, whose financial and moral support has been a basic factor in the 

remarkable growth of Palestine in the last generation, have a new link with the 

Jews of Palestine today. Not only have they accomplished a great mobilization of 

manpower and industrial and agricultural resources to speed victory, but many thou­

sands of our own American sons and daughters in the armed forces are now on the 

soil of Palestine benefitting from the hospitality and the physical resources of 

that great Jewish community, For that reason this war-time National Conference for 

Palestine is especially appropriate at this time, because it will give us an oppor­

tunity to reassure our Palestinian Jewish allies that we appreciate their contribu­

tion to victory and that we are pledged to help them attain the full realization of 

the Jewish National Home, which must be one of the great war aims of the United 

Nations," Dr. Silver said in his announcement of the conference. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that 100,000 Jewish workers in Palestine are directly 

engaged in war activities, many of them especially for the United States Army. In 

addition, some 30,000 Palestine Jews and Jewesses have volunteered for the British 
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Army and more are constantly enrolling. The military output of Jewish Palestine is 

constantly rising, producing many of the goods, articles and food products needed by 

the United States and United Nations forces, 

In the course of his cnnouncement, Dr, Silver said: 

"Because morale is an important weapon in war-time and because Americans 

realize that the maintenance of the morale of their allies is a factor to achieve 

victory, the United Palestine Appeal has decided to call a National Conference for 

~alestine at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia on April 17th and 18th. 

Under the theme of ·•united for Victory 1 , we fl.re determined to encourage the Jewish 

community of Palestine even as, with its valor and its productivity, it has en­

couraged all friends of the United Nations. 

11 The Jews of Palestine constitute a fighting, working community which is speed­

ing the day of victory. Jewish soldiers, farmers, technicians, laborers and scien­

tists are bringing the United States and the United Nations closer to the day of 

liberation from the Axis menace. The Jews of America will utilize this National 

Conference to assure Palestine Jewry that we admire their achievements and that we 

intend to intensify our efforts on their behalf. 

11 The war is being fought to destroy the Axis. It is also being fought to es­

tablish a safer, freer world, The Jews of Palestine are tod4y making the greatest 

contrinution as a Jewish community to the salvation of the enslaved Jewish people 

of Europe. When this war is over, when haven and peace and freedom will be needed 

by the shattered Jews of the Continent, Palestine will be the ho~eland to which 

they will turn. By strengthening the foundations of Jewish Palestine today, we 

shall make their dreaf'.l of liberation -possible of realization, 11 

The officers of the United Palestine Appeal include, in aadition to Dr. Silver 

as National Chairman, the following National Co-Chairmen, ~ 



- 3 -

St ep~en S. Wis c , Louis Lipsky, Israel Gold!t cin, Louis E~ Levinthal, Bernard 

A. Ros enblatt and Morris Rothenberg. 

Mr. Charl es J. Ros enbloom, Pittsburgh, is National Treasur er, and Associat e 

Treasur ers ar e Abraham Goodman, Abraham L. Li ebovitz and Jacob Sincoff. 

The Vic e-Chairmen are: Barnett R. Brickner, Leon Gellman, James G. Heller, 

Edmund r. Kaufmann, Harry h. Pine , Charl es Ress, Elihu D. Stone , Robert Szold, 

Joe Weingart en, Hernan Weisman and David Wertheio. 

Th~ Honorary Chairmen ar e : Albert Einstein, Solomon Goldman, Julian W. Mack, 

Henry Monsky, Nathan Straus and Henri etta Sz.old. 

#=53 - 3/1/43 



L 

0 • lor 

n or 

A r1 J 

or .J 

ra o o Uni ot rt o 

l"O • l 

,, 
' ,. . . . 



I 

The extermi tion prograJr directed ag inst t ::.e J e,S 0 -ur pe by 

the nazis in all occuplcJ countric._ has a.rous ct the; pr test of ~ l 

den u1in$. tions nd of -- c Lovern ent of the Uni ed tfations . T ,e>ae 

dccl~r ation ~f b-ympathy must be imrr.edi tely made e f ,ctive , 

0 r Stat Dep rtmen has r cently anno ed the pr D; ec ti e 

conference bet cen re resentative f th Govcrnm~nt~ ft e 

United St~tes nct Grc t Brit in Jtto, e.. to o t ... .i.ne me .... sures of 

aidt o t hose vict ims ho have b en or will be able t o esc.:..pe. W.ile 

thi s i s ai m of r eal v ue , i mu b e p_l.:illlen ed w ~e~ ures 

to &i d hose nazi v · cti, s r.ho · ill n toe in a osi t ion to exc pe 

on the i r o n. For tbos r e aining a procedure must .,;l devi :-:.ed o 

rln 0 ·mmeai te rellef iilld ssi s ~ance . In our wn coun ry imm.ie-

r tion fac i l iti0s ,it e:xi sting q ;ota.s should be made e.vailE:tbl e 

f or 1 ge nUJ.1ib r f victims of n i aggression . These a.no oth,r 

m~ &.~ures to save th se h. can still be saved shoul be put int o 

cffe t ill".i.. ~diat ly. 

e ·cc raingly s bmit pl ·· n o. t.ction wh'ch chop ii 1 be 

car riea ou t by our Governoent in c , per tion ,ith the other ni te,d 

Nation • '.:ome o theo propos ls t s ..... e hose , ho Cct!l b sa.v d 

from exterrnin tion by the nazi apply to 1 people wi thout r ; • rd of 

reli gi on or ra.ce . We therefore resp-ct ully sub.,.lt the f ollowinr1 

pr posals , 

1 . e Unit ed T~t i us s p roc c t e Germ n Gov&r n-

ment, c.nd the o er •ent of t.h "'tut 

control , thr ugl neutral gov e:rm:. n s liKt: swi tzer and , Spai n , S eden , 
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The ~ eric Govt;rn; ent ha._.. lo kect \,i.. h :"..iS i vin s on 
imnigration th ... t the t{epu.b · cs .f' th es I n ,· i es for rG ·sons of 
n tional secu ·ity . In view of the gr avi ty of the ~...,tu.a. ion, 
however, sone modifica ·i n of this ra.ttitude is · p_r.,.t i e , \,S­

peci ly ~ i t ould not be __;_ i:i. 1'i ult to tw{e th~ n8c" s{;j,ry. pre-
c<>u i on - .. ,e;a:;ur •s . lib alL:ati n of r own im i re.t i n 
proced.tr would un ·o bt..,dl y have an i mraedi c1.t~ r '"" percussion i n .,he 
South eri Wl n.epublic i. 

VII. Over ridi ng pre- war pol t i c consi er tions . 

En and sh uld b persua ea to open the oors o Palesti ne for J"e ish 

im.v.i rat· on an the off' r f bospi t li ty made by t he J v1ish Corm:-

·uni ty f. PalGstine sbo 1.J.l d be acceptc • 

The British Govern.rn nt h s alrea y a "ree o . lov; be 
ifilmi ~ration into Pa.lecti of 29, 000 p_rsons , oo~tl t chi l dren, 
but this permls i on fihould b extcn led to ,.._ ults i n v i.e of the 
di ff iculti e3 in securi n d pr ep rin 29 , 000 children f or imm­
i grati n in the co r se of year . Th imi ' tion imposed by the 
".)rovision of the White Pa.per of ~ay , l 739 , did not appl)r ex l us­
ively to children, but al ",o incl e ,'old l ts . Further t he con­
~i 'eration wicte lying the is uing of the White Puper ere ad­
mitteily of~ p.:ilitic .... l charucter. Th -re is no qu •;;;tion th t 
Ptlle,Jtine c uld immed i atel y bsorb a. number nr gr at ... r t ,un 
29,000 ~dults , or ihom mployment CO' d be on without delay 
in support o r t he re fort. The olitic&l coni ra ion th<.> t 
induced the iss 'ing of the , i t Pap~r of 1939 ehoul' ,ivo W",Y 
to the hu;r;W1i turi~n implic·tions invol ved i n e t r ~gi pl i ht 
of million o peop e . 

VIII. Th United N tions shou d provid f ina.ncial 
f;1LJ'5.Iltce.s o all s1ch n ~utr 1 s"'"ates a s h c..v e ,iven tcmpor 

refuge to J c~s c ii ncr :ram i zi-ovcu.pied tcrritori ef &nd t o 

r ovide for their fee in, and a i tanance a:.nj eventual ev&cu tion. 

Tbe neutral st t " s '.) l d be guu.ranteed t h at · h_. r ei'u ees will 

not become~ puhli c charge lllld th t they 

per~·men t anc t u:.r i oa •; soon a"' pos c:: i ble . 

1 be tr ns e red t o 

This l a tt"' ar tee woul encourage the neutral str.tes 
to conti nue to provi e ccommodati n for such r"'fugees as my come 
tot em ver con ronted tho borders of Nazi-occupied t rri torme . 
Th se neu tr s , tes ar e c nf ronted with di:ficult f ood probl ms . 
Spain i s in recc:i..ri u s po sit on and the entry a c nsi c.i ,1·0.ble 
number of r~~ gees 
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The object of 

Personal and Confi ential 

A-otril 20 , 1911 3 

The Present Si t uat i n i n the Ne~r v.~st 

P~rt 1 - The Facts 

i s me ora.noum is to summarize the fac sand informat ion co lected 

uring three one- ?..lf months ( ovember 194 to MArch 1943 ), when, in compliance . 1th 

· structions from t~e Jo in U. S. Chief of Sta.ff , I v 'si tea t he 1e~r , st. 

II. 

1 • 

.A.lthou~h _ hysic 1 y f,g,miliar with most of the areas visite on this trip, I h P not 

been in the Near ' ts nee the sprin~ of 1939. Fortunatel , it w~s os sible n this 

visit not si ly to h it the h i gh spots in whirlwi nd fashi n but . ct1a.lly to spend 

a roxim'3.t e1; t-,,, .eeks i eAch co1mtrv - Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Pale s t ine, Tra.ns-

Jord , ~n Iraq. I also visite Turkey .qhd Iran i n order to get first-hMd infor-

mat ion n the a.tti tude of these ne i bo in.o.: s tes to•, r rl the Arab w. r In a.ddi tion 

I motored over 800 miles throu?h ~ t and Cirenaic a ong the co st from El Alemein 

to Ben1tE1.zi . My re turn fli gh t to the Unite States t ook me alon,<; the r e~ t of North 

Africa via. Tri-pol i, AJ.p-iers , an CF1sa.bl anca t o l arrake ch and "Dakar. 

2. P"ROPLE SE~~N 

The f act s and inform~tion rlven ·n this memorandum reflect s conversations 1th : 

() British a.nd Fim;i tin French milit ary and di lom tic represent tives in 
the various countries. 

(b ) American consul~r, iplomAtic, and milit re-pre enta.t i ves . 

(c) .American missionary and e ucat i onsl 1 ad ers. 

(~) Arab l eciders both i n R.Ild out of oli tical offices. 

In v cont acts with Arab l eaner s I w s assisted by a ist especi . lly 
1'.l re-p red for me by President !l.qyarf Do npe of outstan i ng a. u tes 
of the American Univer i y of :Beirut livin,e- i n the a.r ea.s visite • I 
al so renewe d c nta.ct i th many fr i ends of m. f ther an . other w o had 
serve as missionaries in Svr ia f or 50 ye rs. 
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3. 

In all m. contacts I :xplaine th t I ~s there to coll ect i nf orm tion and not 

to ive it, to i sten and not total . I hoe t h ~t they cared to ive me their vies 

a s the information which I ~s collectin~ es not for ublication i n any ay but for the 

benefi t of th~ Un ited St ~tes Government. In? therin f irs t-h n d inf orm t i o I w s 

~tural l y aided to a .,, t extent m,r a.b il i y to c nverse in .Arabic, or .,here neces s r y • 

i n Fren or an. 

T 

Alth oue}l Amer ican intere 0 t s i I the 1 ~r ,~ t ~ave centered r im ril on t e importa-

t ion of tob cco and ate , d o e or t h ve centered n fi s 

main interests i n the Near •~ t , ue to 1 O yea.rs of mis si onary 

automobiles, our 

cat i on.al efforts, 

have rem ined i n the cul tur 1 fiel. The f ct tb~t t hese issionar ~nd e uc-ational 

effor t s ere su~ orte enti rely by r i vAte h 1la..~t r onic contribut ions r ther than 

by Gov ,rnment funds ~s a de to t~e r e qt i e that the Un i t e t tea p · ned from 

hese ef rort. 'Jhe ~t di n and inf}uence , for exampl e , o t e American \!niversity 

t Beirut P.nd of qober t Colle ee i n It nlu.l an 1 o the i gradua tes is har to realize 

excep t f t er first -hand v i i t t o the re . 

As a re ult , ~eric.!Ul r 0 st i ?e h for qny ears been extre . 1 1.~h th roughout 

t he hole ear ~~st . ~1is situ tion me s trikinPl c nfirme in 1919 hen, fr om the 

Crane-Ki n Commis ion ' s i nvest i ation , over 60 er cent of the etitions submit ted 

b. t he eople oft is area , ve the ni t e tates as their fir st choice for a man atory 

o er . This Wl'l.S over four times the r eqnest for r'ren.t Brit in . hich w s the second 

ower su ~p-este 

At the same tL~e , the fact must lso be cle r v rec gnize th t AmericA.ll pr es t i ge 

ha~ decl ined con~i der bly in recent Yeftl" s an is st 1 ec in nu. Some of the reasons 

for th is decline are su,.,.,e- • t e i n t he l.<iter secti ns of th is re ora.n um. 

" 

IV. OUTST A.f D A.CT$ 

The outs an i ng f ct develo e in the cour se of Y t ri~ m s arized a s follows: 
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1. The ost important an s .rious fact is the oano-er thPt , unless defini t e 

ste s re t en t o revent it, there mav be a. r ene e outbre of fip)l.tin!.; bet een 

Arab .gnd Jes in P e~t i ne before t .e en oft e~ar and erhR even durinp the 

next fe mon ths. uch fi$t1n~ · in P4 est i ne is most c i::rt ·1n to le~d to the massacre 

of Jes liv ing i n the ne i r,hborinP s t tes of I~aq an vri a swell qs · n · other laces 

in 

~he trension is {J';ro ·n ~ s t e dily ann 1-s a result t he Ar b e likely t o e 

~oaded s their onl eff ective means nrote t into bre i nP- the informal truce ich 

has existed in Pale t ine ince the outbre of the "ll" in 1939. T'ne Arabs feel t hRt 
,-

the Zionists bv cont inuinl?: a worl - wide nropa. anda for a Jewi State 'lI PR.les t ine h !:'.1.ve 

not kept their rt of the bar ,a.i n. ere is therefore i n t e min of t he Arabs a 

o i n~ fear that unless hey o some th ine-, when the . r is over , t ev i J be f ced with. 

a decision alreqdy taken by the p.reat po er s t o turn Palestine over to the Jes. is 

fe ~ is, of course , on on h ich Axis prop~e.an a to thi1 area h s cons tantl y harped. 

2. 11here is clearly h r dninP, of feelin~ on both sides whi is reflec t e in an 

increasin~ly unyiel di ng - tt itu e bv the extremi t l ader s of th Ar bs an Jes in 

re a.r to any co ro~ i se sol tion. Both si es re p.nd in i t ea willin ess to 

fi ght . 

It is common k no ledpe t at the Zion ist undercover milit or anizat ion, 

the "ana., has m de lans and has s tocks of to y ~s an machine guns a s we 1 as 

small arms. huch o this equipment ~s bouaht from Frenc t Vichy troon s in S ria. and 

has , dur i ng the p~ at to yes.rs , been smug led ·nto Pales t ine . 

The Je s articu · rl f~e t hPt i t h t heir increa. e num ers a.n ith 

t heir i ncrea. e tock of s they can ore than l d t heir own i n actual fi P'ht in1'2'. with 

Pale s tine Arabs . Ho ever , from previ ous experience, th Je s realize that, whenever 

serious fi?htinP 1th t he Arabs s tar ts in Pal t ine, ass i t a.nee from netr;hibring .Arab 

st ts i 1 ?qin nour i n. I is t ia increased on osit ion that the Zionis t s admit 

the robab " ~o not ha.ve the -po er to overcome with ut outside assistance from Bri titah 

and .American ilitary forces. 
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3. I t is also incre sin?l V cl~ r t the F-TO i nR i nteres t of Je , s and ftoslems 

i n all p rts of the word int p st i ne et t lement i no 1 re t tit make 411ilte 

i mpossible any urel come tic or loc 1 solut i on th t mi :ht c ~er wise h. ve been arrtved 

"'t by the Arab 

4. 'l'he out re of_ · nternal con i c t i n :P l est i ne is obviousl y one 'of the rn j or 

o•bjectives of Nazi propa~and i n t h is are • I is a.ime at preci itating A;r b Jewish 

~i tin a t a moment ,hen comb t troops of t he Unite Nations can leP t re < ily be 

spa.re for ut t i np; d wn omestic i nsurrection. 1rthermore , Axi s rop tr.an a. n this ' 

area. has of t e· be come incre sin«].7 eff ective becau e the azis n~v l,qy 11 down r e-

f er nee to xi in+er t s .sin~ h-ve l4 i d t ei r mane~ h si s n t e one f ct that, if 

t he United ~ati ns in the Wf'l r, the Ar bs can be certain that t e will lo e Pal est i ne 

to the Je s. othin coul be simpler or more re~ il un ers t a.ndable to the avera.Fe 

Arab than the Axis three-po i nt rop,r ich iB their ailv broadc stin romises: 

(a) t he elimi n~.t i on of al al ien con rol, hether British or French ; 

(b ) t e liqnin tion of t e Je s · n Pal Astine ; an 

(c ) co l e te indepen ence 

5. Tr vel inp throu@i P 1 s t i ne one cle rly r ea i zes that it is not an un opul ted 

area into which a.n inde ini t e ad it i onal number can immedi t e y be uoured. For qui ck 

com arison , Pale s t ine in r i s a. 1i ttle small er th the St te of Ne Ramp h ire and 

alre <>d:,y- has a po u1 t ion our times a ~ lar The fi re s , h ich, like all Ne 

E~stern s t atis t ics, r e o a roxi ntions, in0ic~ e the l arPe rowt h that h~ s taken 

pl ace: 

Arabs 

Je s 

liZQ. 

600, 00 

70,000 
670,000 

1942 

1,000,000 

5('0 .000 
1, 500 ,00 

6. 'lb.er is an e ver present Arab fe r of America._n suu ort for political Zion'ism 

with i t s ~roposed Jewish State and Jewish Army i n Pale s t ine. Th.is is now extending to 
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the further fe r of American sunpor t fo r the pene t rat ion of Jewish people into Syria 

and otb.er neighbor n~ Arab area , once Pal es t ine has been f 1] l y o ul re • The 

Zi oni st pre in Palestine cl i s the su. -port of uhlic o inion in :Britain and i n 

Uni t ed ~t atas for i t s asp i rat ions and the Arab press makes no effective denial. 

AlthouP.h the t t e Depar tment h s taken no of fici l nosit ion in the dispute a 

t o the correct interpr tat i on of the B four Declaration c lin~ f or a •n t ional home for 

the Jes•, the r ecurr i ng peti tions of member of both hou ses of C n ess h ve been 

i nte rete to th by Zi ni s sand ~Y Ar bs as i icat i ne cle r y he r e er ican 

sym ,q, th i e s l i e. Fur t he ore , i t ou be clear] realized that ever y .Amer ican 

st t ement i n f F1.vor of Zionism is i th i n ~ f ew hour s wi dely br oadc s t by the Axh r dio 

to the whole Arab or1l: in s port of i t s ma.i n pr opa -.anna t he e th,.,t a United Wations 

victo ry means f or the Arabs the certain lo s of P 1 t ne f o the J wa. For exmrrole, 

t e December 942 etit ion su ort inp the Zion i s o sit i on signe by 67 sen t or s and 

1 Congres smen was ver i dely buoadcast b. the A.x i s ~a i o throuehout 11 the Ne r 

E t. I t v.~s , of cour e , r efer r ed t not 

policy. I t r 0 s . t e in unnrecede ted 

a eti t i on b t expressi n of government 

i ons ag ins t the Unite St a t ed that c -

minate in ~mascus in the clo s in of the azaar s for sevPr ~ays as a r otest aeains t 

the United t e s . 

7. er e i s al so a f'Pr owi ng Syri an fe ,u- of Amerifan su or t fo r , or t eas t , 

acquiescence in , a continuat i on of Frenc c ntrol in Svria after th s w r is over. 

The Syrian remember at , P t er t e I ~st AX an de s i te over hel in~ ~r ef er ence 

for the \i i t ea Stat es an s ecific o j ection t ~nee , the man tes for Syria and 

Lebanon w~ e nev~r thl ess iven t o France. As a resul ts m y . r o- eri can sup orter in 

S ria h ve f or ye~rs f el t the is l eP sure f t he Franch .and claim th t s i nce t hat t ime 

t hey h ve been di s criminR ed a~a nst or 

Inf ct, t he f ear that al re 

assed over in Government ap o ·n tments. 

y aunt s l J of the Near F.ast is that t the end 

of t he r e ~ent W r l i,,,_r t e United St t es ma ;,a.i n r e turn t o isola tionism. Even today 

t b.is i s the ca.11.-ae of such rry t a t r efere:ice i!'I Ti1i'I. e ·.;o it i n al ost every 
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c nvers t i on held with priv te or official indivi u~ls. 

8. Tensi n an iff Cl ties wit t he i\r bs in orth frica. h ve a.lr ~ay been 

r porte to t b e Ar Department by .ener 1 jise o~er. my re t urn to the United 

St- t es vi N rth Arrica I foun n bot h the i h th rmY and t he Fi -s t Army Amer ican 

officers res onsible for the se~iritv of American troopa who ere incre s i n ly disturbed 

by the unenthusiastic, a.nd in s me -places ho tile, a t. ti tnde on the art of the forth 

Afric~n Arab o 111 ations toward the Unite St.-?tes. The· ex-pressed fear of st i 1 

fnrth if ic 1 t ies if the issues of a Je ish olitica.l st~t s and of a Jewish Army 

continue to be presse t thi i e. e uncoo 0 r t ive a t titude of the North African 

Ar~ba reflecte, i n t heir o i nion, t e irrita ti on of the Arabs t the behavior of some 

of the loc nopul t i ons i n orth Africa a well as the effectiveness of host i le 

ro a..o:an Vthieh conti nue to claim that the Uni t ad S t e s I successes in orth Africa. wo, 1d 

only ~ive PTP. 0' ter su rt t o th Je i sh cl i ms i n P lestine. 

9. From my tri th rouo- 0 rth Africa I also t the impression t hat lvner ica.n )1 itical 

effort had , n i te n~tur 11 and erha:~ s of neces sity , concen t r at ed on the problems 

of our relations i t h the v'U'ious renc 

ta.ry occu t ion on the Ar~ ho form ~ 

a tti tude towar~ the Uni te~ s~ tes h 

l!ro s r f ct i.ons. e effect of our 1"1il 1-

roxim~ ely 95% of the ponulation and their 

resu t not been iven the a t tention it 

deservP.d. rthermor e , SU.C l · nf orm~ i on on the ~t titude of the rabs as was available 

to .American o fice r s h 

Fren au thoriti ,s. 

l most invariable been receive at second han f r om the loc3l. 

Obviousl . the situ~tion of .Americru or Uni t ed St· tes in the Arab or Moslem 

worl h~ not yet re~ ched a very cri t ical s t .~e. fut i t is definitely unhealthy and 

now is the t i me hen stens sho 1 be taken t o revent a further deter ioration. The 

unfortnn te :Bri tish experience urin their r t reat ·n rma is only too recent an 

exmnple of_ the serous effects that a hostile r ather: t han .friendly n tive population 

can h qve on mil i tary o er~t·ons. 
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10. Since Zioni st propa~anda and nol1tical ~res e i n the Unite 0t t es i s much 

~re ~ter than corres-pon, ing rab res , e, it i s i ortant for the Am rl ca.n e le to 

real ize that , i n th e Mos em orl d, Ar b f eelin~s re in unco promisin~l y p ~ n t the 

acceptance of a noli t ic l Zioni st tP.t e in Pal est ine . e r bs i n Pal t ine h~ve ,on 

many occasions fo ht both t he Zi oni sts 

them, and there is absol u el nob si for 

the British military fore s ent <>-"'~ins t 

sumin th t the, will not AP. in f i g t 

when the feel i t n ce s r y . It she e ther ef ore very clear that a Zionist St t e 

i n Pale ~t ·ne can n1 . be im~o se pon the rabs by mili tPrY force. 

:-'\ 

~ 



Dr. Isl"Uel Goldotein, Pres:td.ent 
Je--!.sh ~t19nal PuDd 
'1 !',&st 42nd t. 
ft w r: t I.Y. 

I va Ju.st inished ret1din3 ecretary Ic· es• s eeoh 
daliv rod et ~• -ct: th 'ta aactlw,etta Dim-:.er in Bo.ton. I read it 
'b8 us I re bered t !6 a~eech hich he delivered .. t o OP.A Conrorence 
• ia"J: months •'° in -·hie t.hore a.s ctie _1.y o ti n r aleatine. 
hil 1n bis Boaton s~eech acre r Ic ea doe r rer t,, t~e JNl ad 

to l stina ii. one r t. o pl&.c c, tl e re l obJectives or t.'te Zionist. 
mow en ... ue stiJ.di 1 l,..· !gnOJ""Gd, .nd e neae a t; t r o.?(tn1 i e 

y doors t P leat.lne t l.al'6e t:ealc, J"1ah 1&re.t1 is a. ao now ere 
nt1 .ed. This, n .: ·i "' , is no c d .t. It. is art or th• 
11cy of the re ont tlin atr t.on, nn un~ 1 b:.lt ~"!~u lly in 

~ - -- -----

I 

~ ner ging great 
0Htinga • binat wld 

!ch not a word 1s r l Zi s 1nto 
ving • wt t 1s i:s Z1 opt. Wlda. Ycu t.o 
t · t t.'le OJ& r.centl th d · t s to 

send lettor dorain- t ct A. , t1 dra£t 
letter r;as submitted to tw. .?rea • • i\'lco ~ 
made to Jew_sh settle in i three 

"'t.tnciss, 1neluciln · tJ A. . r . ent 
to tie UJJ., and ich ve ,robz.bly eeon 1n 
referam:e to P leatin I') oz:dt•ed nnd ev t ,e n.. • 
uonef'ioiariea n1·e Qlllitted so u fl,)t tc. a to ro!'0~ 
• al stine Appot;J.. This, 't.oo is ot acc1"• l. 

I th nk t t s l ng a our ublic off a1 ::tood inrit 
Zionist bodi • b; tuki.DtJ lon,.. d e O-s trot bout J ... ab ,:>eraocntion 
and 10w terrible tbe N sis are, etc., n~ ·a. tully odge t. e ,h le 
Zionist yro r , t ey ill continu~ to toll t,~ "in w-.t.ct oos bean 
adopted. Z1ootat bodieo mus. nut .ondt t¼ e::sel s t be tricked 1nto 
such arr nge:::ent. It isn• t f ir to n.· i..ovo ... cnt ov '• • o• n 
em.nent o it.y may dr Te e to Zion ot meeting. Our sole 
hope io w hQking os.1t tb- ~eut.l ... en in · s'1in ton d in lettini 
thea kno t. ~ a Jenial people bitterl,y reaents this be al. 



. -

Dr. Goldstein 

I o t the JHP tre'•~entq &rr~ea a ch big at . a 
I think t t you w;;ht to consider e oatter of .. is bein3 invited 
and wh t tt ey re goin to say Tiley c...ref'uU,. I told ~ • ontor ve 
such t.ho 8411 thing attar the OPA Icku fiasco, a ta months o. 

With all good ·is .e ... , I ru.un 

V cordially ours, 

AHSaBIC 



MEYER W. WEISGAL 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

SUITE 709 
FORTY-ONE EAST FORTY -SECOND STREET 

NEW YORK 

MURRAY HILL 2-5967 

March 25, 1943 

In accordance with our conversation the other 
day, I am sending you here a tentative outline of the pro­
posals to be submitted to the :Emergency Committee next 
Wednesday evening, March 31st. If you have any suggestions, 
I wish you would. send them on. 

The tactics in this matter are very important. 
As a matter of right, Dr. Weizmann does not need the a~proval 
of the Emergency Committee. All he needs to do, r?.ally, is 
to go to the Emergency Committee ano. tell them that he is 
doing thus and so. The only difficulty in the situation then 
is tbat the 11 machers11 in the Emergency Com."Tiittee will sabotage 
the works. It is essential, therefore, that all of us give 
very serious thought to the manner in which thP thing is to 
be presented at the meeting on ,fednesda.y. 

So far, Dr. Weizmann has spoken, in addition to 
\lise, Lipslcy and yourself, to Rothenberg, Levinthal, Goldstein, 
Poale Zion and 11izrachi. All of them are more or lesi> agreed 
that some drastic action must be taken in order to save the 
situation. ·/hat that action should be and how it should be 
done is not altogether clear. 

With best wishes ano. kindest personal regards, 
I am 

As always, 

oz_ 



llr. Henry t ont r 
United Palestine ;iJ 1 
41 E. 42nd St. 
Ne York N.Y. 

y ear Mr. ontor: 

pril 21, 1945 

Your sug ,estion to have . ;r. Lips cy draw up an over all 
resolution ~elatin to the ~ osition of the Jews in Europe nd 
to P lestine is an excellent one. Please re uest to do so 
and lso to.introduce it. 

·, ith reference to Levint 1 - I got your air- l special­
delivery letter. I lso had lon~ d s ce call from Dr. Isr l 
Goldstein about the s ntter. I lmo that Levinthal, 1s 
consida ably disturb about his :trestige, etc . etc ., an that 
he is stirring up his fr1ef'.ifa bout it. Tb.is spineleJs individual 

yet to explain to my hy the C i n of t e UP ,as not. 
invited even to bring •greetings• to the nnual co~ve tion of 
the ZOAit over hich he resided. I t least: id him the courtesy 
of inviting him to bri.n ~he, r etin s of the ZOA tot UP 
Col'\£ rence · nd I set no lindt tions on the length of ti he 
~s to spea • Does he ,>erhaps as u.:ie th ... t it is more 1mp0l"tant 
to the Zionist cause th t he hould s ea:: at tne UPA Conference 
than that Dr. Silver should s~e- t the ZOA Co.~ention? 

I have no intention of building the UPA Conf rence around 
his exalted rsonality even tho ~h he hap ns to be r sident 
of the city ,here tle Confcrenwe is t be eld. T, tis not 
why we are meeting in hilad.elphia. Ha is not to sp ~.k on SGturday 
evening un .er any condition. The progr m 1s lr ud_ ero,d&d -ith 
t o ~ rinci 1 addresses. -Incidentally Dr. Israel Goldstein ~ 
written to me c..sking th the, too, be ut on t'"le oaturdt.y evening 
_rogra.m. I re,?lied t. t it can not be iaon~k that I 
hav c_ evod r,y purpose in lettin0 the it:- o· just exactly 
ht I thou~ht his conduct, and if you feel th t you ould 

like to put him at some other place on the un'i~y rogr , th t 
is lrl ht w!th me. 

A'lS:BK 

ow · s t' e unday mornin "Protest Pro-gr " working out? 

· i th all good i hes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 



CONFIDENTIAL #58 

MINUTES OF M~ETING 
AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMJV!ITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

April 29, 1943 

A special meeting of the "merican Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was held at the Hotel Commodore, on .1.'hursdays April 29, 1943 at 
3:30 p.m. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. Wise (presiding) members of the full Emergency Committee; re­
presentatives of the gov Jrning Boards of Hadassah, Zionist Organization of 
America. Poale Zion; Mizrachi. 

Ali1ERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE: 

Miss Benjamin outlined the rules of election for the American 
Jewish Conference as formulated by the Executive Committoo of the American 
Jewish Conference. 

After some discussion on procedure, it was agreed that the meeting 
devote itself to a consideration of the basis for achieving a united Zionist 
stand in relation to the impending American Jewish Conference. 

The following motions were unanimously adopted: 

l) It is resolve·d that the Biltmore Hotel Platform is binding upon 
all Zionist groups as their program in the elections to the American Jewish 
Conference, as far as our demands for Palestine ore concerned. 

2) That a committee on coordination, composed of two representatives 
of each of the organizations constituting the AmOrican Emergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs, be narr.ed by such organizat·ions to work out o program for the 
maximum coordination of Zionist forces in the elections, and to submit their 
proposals to a second m,3eting of this body to be called nc,xt weok. 

3) That the members of the Executive Committee of the .American 
Jewish Conference reprosent, ing any constituent orgs.nization of tho ;.ur,e rican 
Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs shall make no commitments within the 
Executive Committee of the American Jewish Conference, nor undertake nny 
negotiations looking to the modification of the Pittsburgh Platform, or tho 
Biltmore Resolution, without securing tha approval of the Emergency Committee. 

A full record of the discussions is being kept on file. 
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UPA PARLEY APPEALS TO U.S. TO INTERVENE ~~TH BRITAIN FOR ABOLISHMENT OF 'WHITE PAPER 

PHILADELPHIA, May 2o(JTA)-- The government of the United States was appealed 
to today "to make representations to Great Britain to annul forwith the White Paper 
of 1939 and to ask assurances that Jewish immigration into Palestine shall not be 
abridged nor shall the purchase of land by Jews be restricted," in a resolution 
adopted here at the closing of the two-day Uational Conference for Palestine called 
by the United Palestine Appeal. The resolution condemned the White Paper as an 
illegal document which would "liquidate the Palestine mandate and terminate the 
growth of the Jewish National Home," 

Another resqlution adopted by the 1,450 delegates expressed deep disappoint­
ment at the failure of the Bermuda Refugee ~onference "to give adequate considera~ 
tionto the desperate plight of the Jews under the heel of Hit1erism and to include 
within its recommendations the immediate possibilities of large-scale mass immigra­
tion into Palestine." A special resolution paid tribute to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
national president of the UPA, who was elected to that post for the fifth time. 

Weizmann Says "Jews Will Never Accept White Paper" 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine., told the 
conference that "Jews will never accept the White Paper as the last word in British 
statesmanship. 11 He added that "we shall not permit our last hopes to be smothered, 
nor shall we be intimidated by threats of revolt." Referring 'to the refugee problem, 
Dr. Weizmann said: "Whenever the refugee situation is discuosed and the possibili• , 
ties of Palestine considered, someone always introduces a treacherous 'butt to keep 
the do.ors closed to our last hope - our only hope. We a.re too weary 1 our suffering 
is too great to be satisfied with mere palliatives. We want instead a generous 
understanding a.nd e. will to action.," 

Dr. Stephens. Wise compared the White Pe.per to the Munich agreement and 
stated that "as the Munich pact was destroyed 1 so shall the White Paper be destroyed." 
Other speakers at today's sessions included Dr. Abbe. Hillel Silver. Frank Gannet1 
publisher; Berne.rd Rosenblatt of the Palestine Foundation Fund; Dr. Israel 
Goldstein; Rabbi Meir Berlin, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Judge Louis E. Levinthal and 
others. 

lewish Homeland "Taboo" in Washington., Silver Charges 

In the keynote address of the conference, delivered last night, Dr. Silver 
stated that the whole subject of a Jewish homeland in Palestine 11 has suddenly become 
taboo" in Washington.. "'Yhe President of the United States sent an offici~l greeting 
to the united Jewish Appeal this year which quite pointedly, a.nd not by accident, 
omits any mention whatsoever of Palestine/' he said. "our former friends in govern­
ment circles content themselves with sending us prolific expressions of sympathies 
on Jewish persecution. When pressed to do something a.bout it, they regretfully re­
mind us how difficult it is to do anything for these unfortunate people under present 
war conditions. The suggestion is even made that anything which may be done for 
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these unfortunate Jews now might in some way postpone the day of their ultimate 
liberation. That they may all then be dead does not seem to arouse these friends 
of ours to any extraordinary emergency acts of rescue and deliverance. 11 Describing 
these frf.ends as "men of many words and few deeds whose compassion nev-er goes be­
yond political expediency," Dr ■ Silver accused them of "detouring the world's 
clamor into some governmental refugee conference" such as that at Evian which "accom­
plished nothing beyond offering a way out for governments" and the recent one at 
Bermu,fo.. Asserting that II our fortunes were never so low," he called upon Zionists 
and non-Zionists to unite to continue the upbuilding of Pnlestine. 

Other resolutions adopted by the Gonference pledged the UPA 1 s continued 
support of the war effort, proteswi the refusal of the British Government to allow 
the formation of a Jewish Army in Palestine., greeted the Yish,rv for its "mighty 
contributions to the cause of the United Nations" a.nd promised the Jews in Palestine 
to con~inue the fight for the creation of a Jewish Commonwealth there~ 

SWISS NEWSPAPER SAYS INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS SHOULD INVESTIGATE WARSAW GHETTO 

WASHINGTON, May. 2,(JTA)-- The Office of Wnr Information today reported from 
Switzerland that the anti-Nazi newspaper Die Nation, which is published in Berne, 
suggests thet if an rnternationnl Red cross ~ommission is sent to Smolensk to in­
vestigate the Nnzi stories of the bodies of mnssacred Polish officers in the Kutyn 
forestJ it should also visit the Warsaw ghett0 and investigate the Nazi mass-murder 
of Jews in occupied Pola.ndo 

"The investigation probably would be worth while. rt bel~ngs to the picture 
of 1 New Europe,~" Die Nation states. rt emphnsizes thnt photographs hnve reached 
Switzerlnnd, tnken in Warsaw~ which show the horrible scenes of thousands of starved, 
naked bodies of men, women nnd children piled up and Jewish grove-diggers "forced to 
bury their rncial brothers nnd standing up to their knees in corrsese" 

The newspaper conGludes by stating thnt if the Nazis do not give explicit 
permission to an Internationnl Red cross commission to stop in Poland on its way to 
Smolensk and stay there as long as necessary c.nd to move freely and speak freely 
with the populution, then "the Red cross hc.d better stay home and do its usual work 
in the service of humanity," 

HEAD OF SWEDISH RED CROSS RESIGNS WHEN NAZIS BAR SENDING OF FOOD TO GHETTOS 

STOCKHOLM, May 2.(JTA)-- Frits Bauer, director of the Swedish Red cross, 
has resigned in protest against the refusal of the Nazis to permit the sending 
of food nnd medicine to the ghettos in polnnd, according to reports appearing in 
the local press. 

Simultaneously, Madame Alvo. Myrdal, prominent Swedish scientist who is acti~e 
in movements to aid the Jews in occupied Europe, writing in the Stockholm Aftontid­
ningen, declared that "from her own sources11 she has been informed that 5,000 to 
6,000 Jews are dying in the ghettos of Poland every day and that "the deportations 
and slaughters are continuing." 

AMERICAN DELEGATION TO BERMUDA CONFERENCE ARRIVES HOME 

NEW YORK, May 2.(JTA)-- The .Americnn delegation to the Bermuda Refugee 
Conference arrived at LaGuardia Field here this afternoon aboard a Pan Ameri·)nn 
Clipper. Herbert H• Lehm~n, Director of the Office of Fore~gn Relief and Rehabili­
tion Operc.tions~ returning from London, wns a pnssenger. Also aboard the Clipper 
were George Backer, .American Jewish leader, one of the advisers to the U~S. delega­
tion• and Mrs. Ida Landau, who oovered the Hamilton meeting for the Jewish Telegra­
phic Agency, 
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May 6, 1943 

TO: Mr. Meyer F. Steinglass 

FROM: Mr. Isidor Coons 

SUBJECT: My relationship with the Publicity Department as of this date 

In view of the fact that I will neither approve nor disapprove any releases or 
material submitted by you until the incident of the radio broadca.st of May is 
cleared, I sugP,est that you can, if you wish, submit all of this material to the 
,agencies constituted in the United Jewish Appeal for their consideration and if 
you do not wish to do this, the responsibility for handling the details and program 
of the U.J.A. Publicity Department, as far as I am concerned, is entirely on your 
shoulders. I have formally advised both the J.D.C. and the N.R.S. of my stand in 
this matter. 

As far as I am concerned, the record is clear and her.e it is. (1) On behalf of the 
J.D.C., Mrs. Popkin, as instructed, registered a protest with you ancl urged that pol­
itical propaganda incorporated in the address of Mr. James G. McDonald be deleted. 
This was on Friday morning, April 30. (2) Friday afternoon, April 30, I discussed 
with you in detail the desirability of eliminating this same propaganda from a news 
release ihich you prepared for distribution to the general and Jewish press. Based 
upon the J.D.C. protest I stated that I was unable to approve the release embodying 
this propaganda and at your urging, I gave my qualified approval reading, "Approved 
only on condition that J. G. McDonald's paragraph on White Paper or any p6litical 
reference for any of the agencies be eliminated." In our conversation you accepted 
this with assurances from you that if you were unable to cqmply with this conditional 
approval, you would not issue the release as submitted to me. 

You did release it as originally prepa~ed, without further consultation with me, with 
any officer of the J.D.C., or with either National Chairman Jonah B. Wise or National 
Chairman William Rosenwald. Subseouent to your issuing of this release and in 
response to my l"lemorandum of confirmation of disapproval, you ad.vised me on May 3 .for 
the first time that this release had been issued at the direction of National Chairman 
Abba Hillel Silver. Obviously, I respect the authority of Dr. Silver as one of the 
National Chairnen but the question still remains as to the authority of the other two 
~ational Chairnen who were not consulted by you in the matter after Dr. Silver 
overruled me. In my discussion with you and in my qualified approval of the release 
iith conditions noted, I authoritatively represented the J.D.C. as a full partner 
of the u.J.A. 

You specifically have broken faith by breaking your word to me, which I accepted in 
good faith, as you so well know. I am, therefore, stepping out of the picture at 
this time and will not concern myself further with the publicity policies and pro­
gram of the U .J .A. until this matter is settled by the National Chairmen or the ap­
propriate officers of the constituent agencies and partners of this organization. 

IC:JB Isidor Coons (signed) 



COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Commodore Hotel 
East 42nd Street 
Ne York City 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

June 24, 1943 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I tried to reach you by telephone at about 11:15 thiis 

morning, but you were out. I have spoken with Joseph Brainin 

and have gotten the impression that the program of the meeting 

at the Polo Grounds is still pretty much in the air. He ad­

mitted that it was not definitely "set". They are hoping to 

have• ,111£ Ickes; Mme. Litvinoff; Mrs. Pool; yourself, and~ 

I think~ Monsky. He did not mention Lehmann at all. About 
' 

Ickes, he said he did not know whether he would agree. I did 

not ask him how they stand with Mme. Litvinoff. My own feeling 

is that you should speak only if either Ickes or Lehmann, or 
'-le~""" some other person of equal,J;tanding will definitely appear. 

Incidentally, he told me that the only two American 

Zionist leaders who have accepted membership on the Sponsoring 

Committee are yourself and Mrs. Pool. The others have been 

•frightened off", according to Brainin. Nahum Goldmann has also 

accepted membership. I would like to have another talk with you 

some time tomorrow. Please reserve a little time, either before 

noon or after noon. I shall ring you about 9 o'clock~ ~ 

Emanuel Neumann 

en:hb 
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N O T E S FOR PROGRAM 

For the Zionist Emergency Committee 

It is assumed that all Zionist organizations agree that a uniauely critical situation 
faces the political future of Palestine; tha.t the facilities and energies of all must 
be coordinated and the primacy of each must be subordinated in order to achieve the 
maximum effectiveness in impressing the public nind, Christian and Jewish, governmental 
and l~. 

l ORG.AlTIZATIOn 

The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs has a national and interna­
tional function to perform; but its effectiveness depends also on the proper utili­
zation of local facilities within each community in the United States. The division 
between national and local responsibility is indicated in this outline: 

A. National Headquarters. 

The personnel of the Emergency Committee, to carry out the functions de­
scribed below, should consist of the following: 

1. An Administrator, whose task it should be to direct all activities of 
the Committee and to coordinate the duties of all personnel, lay and 
professi anal. 

2. Under the Administrator, in addition to the re uisite number of steno­
graphers, secretaries and other usual office help, there should be: 

! Publicity Director, who will coordinate newspaper, magazine, radio, 
movie, photographic and other publicity. 

Director of Community Relation~. whose exclusive function it will be, 
under the direction of the Administrator, to keep 
in touch with the tocal committees to be set up 
as hereinafter described. 

Director of Research, with bibliographical background and literary 
skill, for the purpose of acOJ.mulating all records 
in connection ,d th the post-war res ear ch here aft er 
described. 

Director of Speakers 1 Bureau, to administer a wide-ranging and coordin­
ated program of speakers as described hereafter. 

Office M~, with the normal duties of an office manager, including 
purchase of supplies, management of office, control 
of bookkeeping, etc., so that these details, essen­
tial in themselves, do not interfere with t~e proper 
functioning of other personnel chosen for quite other 
abilities and duties. 

Director of Fund-Raising. who shall carry out the fund-raising program as 
described hereafter. 
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B. Local Responsibility 

There shall be formed in every community of any suootantial size a local 
branch of the Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs. All parties now 
represented in the national Committee and other local groups which mq 
be entitled to be represented shall be included in the local committees. 
Each such local committee shall choose only two principal officers: 
the Chairman, who shall serve as the key person for political contacts, 
and the Publicity Director, with whom the national office sbal.l have 
contact for all promotional activities. 

ll CONTACT WITH TF.E PRESS 

Publicity is a term of wide meaning. It includes all forms of promotion, through the 
normaJ. channels of newspaper publicity, magazines, photographs, radio, motion pic­
tures, leaflets and other devices to fatch the public eye. 

Up to the present, each Zionist group in the United States has its own publicity 
department. Each sends to virtually all channels the same kind of material, some 
well done, some less well done. But because of the multiplicity and planlessness 
of such publicity, the whole Zionist movement suffers: but primarily the injury 
is done to the cause of Palestire. 

The concentrated hostility to Zionist aims, or indifference to them, on the part 
of influential elements in American life require an abandonment of standard tech­
niques that have prevailed up to this time in Zionist life. Failure to establish 
new methods can only enhance Zionist difficulties; prompt action in accepting n-ew 
procedures will give the Zionist cause a type of approach to publicity which it 
does not now command. 

It is, thereforet recommended that the publicity departments of all Zionist bodies 
repr6sented in the Emergency Committee shall be unified and placed directly under 
the control and in the premises of the Emergency Committee. This will ensure for 
each organization the continuation of its present publicity program, except that 
all of them will be directed to a central. purpose and serve a si:Q€le aim. It is 
likely to mean that each organization, weak perhaps in certain directions, may be 
greatly strengthened by a streamlined, full-sized publicity department. The aim 
will be to utilize the meetingst announcements and other publicity stories of each 
organization to concentrate attention on political objectives and the winning of 
maximum attention, at appropriate times, for Palestine. The continuation of the 
present competitive, haphazard, duplicatory publicity system unquestion~ retards 
the achievement of the g5eatest political good for the Zionist program. The avail­
ability of greater manpower and resources will help each indi~idu.al group in ad­
dition to enhancing the Emergency Committee 1 s ability to get to the American pub­
lic, Jewish and Christian, the best presentation of Palestine's case. 

Newspaner Publicity 

The Director of hblicity will wor}c out a unified program for publicity tn the 
daily press of the nation, in the Yiddish press, in the English-Jewish press. 
There will be sent to the Publicity Director of each local colil!llittee suitable 
material for local. insertion at ap~ropriate times: letters to the editor, 
feature material, photographs, data for editorials. The local Publicity Directors 
will be expected to keep the Emergency Committee advised of al.l local material 
which appears on Palestine, whether good or bad and in whatever form. The purpose 
will be to get a national picture of what .America is saying and thinking about 
Palestine and to be able to answer prom9tly and effectively inaccurate informa­
tion. 
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In connection with such publicity, various devices would be perfected to draw 
attention to Jewish achievements, in the war and in peac~-time. An effort would 
be made to bring to America, for example, several PATS, a delegation of Jewish 
soldiers who have fought in the North African campaign, some 12-14 year old young­
sters, perhaps those who have come to Palestine from Poland originally. 

Authors 1 :Bureau 

One of the most valuable sources of publicity -- but the most difficult to 
reach -- are the nation's magazines. These are of all types lending them­
selves to special approaches: for example, the scores of army publications 
which could use material on Palestine Jewr-.r' s fighting efforts; the business 
publications which would be tii2fffllii in accounts of Palestine's economic 
growth; the art and literary journals, the trade papers of various fields -­
all these in addition to the weekly and monthly magazines of broad papular 
appeal. 

At the present t i me, no individual Zionist organization devotes itself to 
this field, except for an occasional chance achievement in this field. This 
territory is usually not covered,beaa.use it promises least in returns for the 
particular organizational publicity department. But such-material carries 
the largest gains for Palestine as a whole. 

The best way in which to reach this field is through systematic, concentrated 
effort. There would be set_ up an Aut1:}.ors 1 Bureau, either within or without 
the Emergency Committee, but as an E.C. project. Its purpose would be to deal 
exclusively with manuscripts on Palestine. Where occasion warranted, it would 
commission well-known and qualified writers to write special articles for 
the general or important· trade publications. This would serve as additional . 
encouragement to writers. Manuscripts would, of course, he sold wherever 
feasible -- because a purchased manuscript is more valuable property -- or 
given free where circumstances are favorable. 

Photographs 

It is axiomatic in the publicity field that photographs, whether in magazines 
or newspapers, have the greatest reader appeal. The Emergency Cor.uuittee would 
coordinate the receipt and distribution of Palestine photographs in the United 
States and would stimulate the transmission of pictures from Palestine calcula­
ted to advance the general program of the Emergency Committee. 

Confidential Letters 

Acquisition of good will is as valuable as the securing of newspaper space 
in long-range publicity planning. It is, therefore, <Esirable to issue a re­
gular, but not too frequent, confidential letter to a selected list of 
writers, columnists, editors and special commentators. This letter would give 
some details on facts not given to the general press and would discuss ideas 
and events which Zionists are/f}~~pared to give out for general discussion 
but which would be most helpful in the formation of good background among this 
special group of contacts. Background interpretation of happenings in Washington, 
London and Jerusalem; highlight but still unpublished economic•, military, po­
litical and similar data would be material for such a confidential letter. 

The same type of letter, but not necessarily having the same content, would 
go to the Chairman and Puolicity Director of each Local E.C. Unless there is 
this regular contact and unless local representatives can be made to feel that 
they are being taken into the confidence of the national leaders, their incentive 
to helpfulness rapidly disappears. 



In connection with such letters, it would occasionally be desirable that such 
letters be sent from Jerusalem or Tel Aviv by some prominent personality. The 
contents of such a letter would have been discussed in advance with New York. 
Properly edited, it would then be sent from Palestine to a selected list of 
people in the United States, such as (1) the special list of writers and comm­
ontators; (2) heads of local branches of the E.C.; and (3) prominent Christians, 
Cle~gymen, legislators, etc. It is likely that the contents of the letters 
would vary for each of the categories. But there CA.n be no more effective form 
of contact than a direct link with the Roly Land, with information coming direct­
ly from the spot. A prominent author or woman leader or political or industrial 
personality would be the author of one of these letters from time to time: their 
infrequency will, of course, be one of their assets. 

III. CONTACT WITH THE COMMUNITY 

Understanding of Zionist aspirations is as important -- if not more important - among 
Jews as among Americans at large. Publicity in its usually understood forms is perhaps 
the least effective means of molding sound public opinion. These suggestions point in 
the direction of a more solid program. 

A. Contact with Jewish Communities 

At the present time, ea.ch of th Zionist organizations composing the Emergency Comm­
ittee reaches its own special clientele, largely. This is particularly true in the 
local sphere. Except for extraordinary events, members of Z.O.A.>Hadassah, Poale 
Zion and Mizrachi are the only attendants at functions sponsored by these groups, 
even though the speakers are frequently o£ a calibre to attract a much wider audience. 

The Zionist movement depends for its strength on its mass character. Unfortunately, 
this necessary emphasis has sometimes diverted attention from the feet that it is 
also desirable to win the support of leaders in the community wh~ are not already 
sympathetic. Moreover, such leaders, in the communal, financial, cultural sphere 
have a capacity for good -- or for harm -- greater than their numerical strength, 
just because of the prestige they enjoy. These men are to be found in the leadership 
of Jewish Welfare Funds, Federations, Jewish clubs, B1nai B1rith Lodges and similar 
groups. 

Through the Speakers' Bureau, hereafter described, an effort would be made to coordin­
ate the schedules of speakers already booked by local Zionist groups so that they 
could, during their visit to a particular community, also talk to one of these other 
groups on its own grounds. 

A key li~t would be composed of some five thousand active communal workers, not nec­
essarily Zionists. These people would be kept informed of major developments, by 
letters, basic pieces of literature and special requests for assistance in particu­
lar fields. 

B. Contact with the General Community 

Prestige is a basic asset in publicity, whatever form it takes. The Em•rgency Comm­
ittee has launched a variety of enterprises, American Palestine Committee, Clergy 
Committee, Writers• Committee, etc. The functioning of these is haphazard, if not 
abortive. The auspices are vague. 

Because reaching the general communjty with a sound, dignified presentation of the 



Zionist case is one of the basic essentials of the effort to win through, a person­
ality of outstanding reputation must be associated with the program. 

The name of James G. McDonald is suggested. His headquarters could be in New York 
or Washington, as he preferred. His background as former President of the Foreign 
Policy Sssociation, as former League of Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, as 
a radio commentator makes his selection obvious. Whether he would accept an assign­
ment of this kind is another matter. But he should be approached. But before doing 
so, the E.C. should make up its mind that this will involve (a) an honorarium be­
fitting the reputation of the man; (b) an expendit1re balance that might be expected 
for an ambassador of this type; and (c) a readiness to give him wide opportunities 
for action, once basic policies were decided on. 

Under Mr. McDonald or a similar personality, the Publicity Department and other de­
partments of the E.C. would function: in the issuance of a bulletin for the part­
icular clientele involved, specialized publicity, occasional functions, etc. 

c. Contact with Government 

Personal relationship is the most enduring form of promotion for a cause. It is in 
that spaere that local branches of the Emergency Committee can have their gre8t,st 
usefulness. Each committee will be asked to have regular contact with its Senator 
or Representative. Through the local committees, specia~ lettP,rs will be sent 
calling attention to vital situations. Literature will be saii. Once ~ear, each 
such committee will arrange a function in honor of the local legislator, be he len­
ator, Representative or Governor. These men cannot be neglected for a decade or 
two and expected, in a crisis, (a) to know all about Palestine and its relation 
to the Jews and (b) to go out of their way to be helpful. The cultivation of their 
knowledge, intelligence and generous human inst-rote is a year-round essentialo If, 
then, crises arise and immediate appeals are necessary, a representative or a dele­
gation from the local E.C. can then go to Washington to make a bid for support --
a bid that is strengthened if there has been this contact previously. 

IV. SPEAKERS• BUREAU 

The splken word is more effective then the written ~ord in reaching the pUblic. But 
much of the Zionist spoken word has been ad.dressed on a hit-or-miss basis. It is, 
thera!ore, suggested that a central spealcers 1 bureau be established. J.ts purposes 
shall be: 

(a) to receive the itinerary from all Zioni~t organizations of the speakers 
they are using, such lists, where available, to be obtained far ·in advance. 

(b) these speakers, while visiting a town, will be asked to address a special 
non-Jewish group: clergymen, Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis, Rotary, etc. 
etc. The local E. C. will be utilized to obtain maximum publicity for such 
speeches. 

(c) these speakers will, in addition to speaking for the parti~1lar Zionist 
organization, also be ask to meet with another group, consisting of local 
Jewish leaders, where the two meetings will not have the same type of attend­
ance. 

(4) all such speakers when talking under the auspices of the E.C., will be kept 
informed of E,C. activities and policies, so that a unifonn picture mey- be 
presented to the country. 
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(e) In addition to using these other speakers, for the sake of economy and 
avoioance of duplication, the E.C. will also have a special group of 
speakers -- volunteer or fee speakers -- whom it will route into key 
cities for special occasions as well as on regular tours. The aim will 
be to avoid duplication of activities already carried on by loeal Zionist 
groups. 

(f) A careful check will be kept on aJ.l Jewish conventions of a national 
character and a.n effort made, through friends in each of the organizations, 
to get a Zionist speaker on the progra.m to deal with Jewish a~pirations, 
achievements and political problems in PaJ.estine. 

V RELATIONS WITH OTHER OP.GANiza·w:rcms 

A. Non-Jewish 

There a.re scores of American organizat i ons engaged in post-war research and 
planning. Some of these bodies are governmental; others semi-public; others 
private. Their findings, their outlook will help determine the shape of the 
post-wa.r world. The lllmergency Committee cannot be effective by itself. It 
should try to utilize the understanding and support of these other organizations 
in a systematic way. Bodies like the Free World Association, League of Nations 
Union, English-Speaking Union, .American Legion, Federal Union, etc. have in­
fluence in various fields. It is essential that an effort be made in each 
case to have one Zionist accept an important post in connection with the post­
war planning of these organizations. It will probably be necessary to go outside 
the framework of the Emergency Committee in some instances to fit personalities 
into the special character of the organization. That person would Qe, in 
essence, the liaison between the E.C. and the other organization. ffe could re­
port to the E.C. on what is being done; in turn, he could report to· the other 
organization on Zionist plans, defend or further the Zionist point of view, 
submit suggestions, literature, etc. · Each such representative will have to 
be carefully selected: for his sense of responsibility, his understanding of 
the Zionist program and his congeniality with the particular non-Jewish 
organi zation involved. 

].Jewish 

What is said of non-Je,,..ish organizations is also true of Jewish bodies. Many 
members of the Emergency Committee are also affiliated with these other organiza­
tions, e.g. Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Jewish War Veterans, Jewish 
Welfare Board, National Council of Jewish Women, etc. etc. It is essential that 
a representative of the E.C., whether now a member of that body or not, should 
be specifically designated as a liaison officer with the other o6ganization, to 
report back to the E.C. and, in turn, to serve as an informed spokesman for the 
Zionist point of view on administrative bodies of these other organizations. 

VI RESEARCH CENTER 

The lack of a research center for specific Zionist purposes ·must be remedied. In 
conjunction _with the Zionist Archives, there sh1111ld be established a Research Center, 
headed by a competent Director. The staff would do nothing else but correlate all 
material relating to Zionist political. aspirations and pledges to Zionists before, 
during and after the last war. All important pronouncements, documents, literature, 
Arab as well as Jewish, would be compiled and thoroug!J.ly indexed for instant 
availability. 



-7-

All current information on and about Palestine and the whole of the Near and Middle 
F.ast, insofar as it has a bearing on Palestine, would be similarly collated and in­
dexed. The Research Center would also be used. of course, for the compilation of 
material for speeches and other factual data. 

A link would be created betwe~n the Research Center and the research departments 
of all other post-war planning bodies; •1th the intention of providing for a full 
exchange of material and facilities. Any factual presentation of the Zionist 
case, before American authorities or at the peace conference, is inconceivable 
ithout such a fully-financed, adequately-staffed Research Center, able to pro­

vide geographic, demographic, economic, industrial, etc. information at a moment's 
notice. 

lli C .::P Al GN FOR FUNDS 

A program such as is outlined above will involve unprecedented sums of money. 
The Emergency Committee mu.st decide how much Palestine is 1orth to hold for Jews. 
There is no other source from which the funds can be obtained in adequate supply 
except through the public. A cPmpaign for funds b~r the E. c. is desirable and 
practicable for these reasons: 

(l) The present economic situation is responsible . for a surplus of funds. 
Individuals a.re prepared to give such funds in unusual degree, if the 
cause is deemed worthy:, if adequate organization is perfected to raise 
these funds. 

(2) Present reliance for funds on other agencies which appeal to the public 
for Palestine purposes means a limitation on the sums aveilable and 
leads to misunderstanding of the validity of the purposes to which the 
ooney is put. 

(3)But the most important reason for conducting a public campaign for funds 
is that it can be the most powerful instrument for creating a better 
understanding among Jews of just wh~t the position is with respect to 
Palestine and with respect to post-war Jewish prospects. 

The launching by the E.C. of a campaign for $1,000,000 will in itself 
be the finest step toward educating American Jewry in the dangers 
faced not by the Zionist movement as such but by Je •s whose hope of 
survival is buried if Palestine is closed. Around such a campaign for 
funds can be built an even better program of education for the general 
community as well as the Je",s• Moreover• people who give funds to a 
purpose have a closer indentification with it. Never W8S it so important 
to make Je..,rs feel that they have a personal stake in the post-war achieve­
ment of Zionist aims. 



J.T.A. NEWS 

LEADERS OF REFORM JEWRY VOICE DEMANDS CONCERNING PALESTINE AND JEWISH RIGHTS IN EUROPI 

CINCINATTI. June 10.(J~A)-- A declaration of principles outlining its policy 
on the position of European Jewry and Palestine after the war was issued here today 
by the executive board of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations in connection 
with the forthcoming American Jewish Conference. 

Expressing the hope that the American Jewish Conference will attain unity 
on problems concerning Palestine and the post-war rights of the Jews in Europe, the 
declaration reaffirms "positive sympathy with the eagerness to cooperate in the up­
building of Palestine as stated in the resolution adopted at the Union's 35th bien­
nial council in New Orleans in 1937." In this resolution the UAHC urged American 
Jews, "irrespective of ideological differences," to unite in the activities leading 
to the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine. It also urged its consti­
tuencies "to give financial and moral support to the work of rebuilding Palestine." 

"Since the adoption of this resolution," the declaration of principles reads, 
"the situation of world Jewry has tragically deteriorated, and the part that Pales­
tine must now play has become correspondingly more significant." 

Civic Equality, Rehabilitation, Resettlement Demanded for European Jews 

With regard to the Jewish position in a liberated Europe, the Declaration of 
Principles advances the following program to the Alnerican Jewish Conference: 

1. No peace to follow this war can be just or enduring unless, as for all 
other men, it provides for Jews complete civic equality, guarantee of the right of 
worship, and full parity of economic opportunity. 

2. In view of the especially tragic condition of the Jews in Europe, excep­
tional measures need to be taken by a Commission of such a concert of nations as 
shall be established after the war, to rehabilitate and to restore the Jews of 
Europe to a full share in European life. 

3. Even with this, great masses of Jews in Europe will be in such a deplor­
able condition after the war that their plight can be alleviated only be resettle­
ment. A world in which persecution and slaughter of large masses of Jews have been 
possible, owes those remaining alive the right to find a place where they can live 
-in peace. This task will be of such magnitude that it will be capable of solution 
only by the United effort and with the united aid of the nations of the world. 

wants Palestine Under Stewardship of "Concert of Nations" 

The UAHC executive board urges also that the American Jewish conference 
attain agreement on the following objectives: 

1. Provision shall be made for large scale immigration into Palestine 
regulated, in cooperation with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, by such a concert 
of nations as shall be established after the war. 

2. Palestine shall remain under the stewardship of this concert of nations 
until it shall become possible to establish self-government without jeopardizing 
the rights or status of any group in Palestine. 

3. Such a government shall be democratic and non-sectarian, modeled upon 
the governments of the democratic nations. There shall be complete separation of 
Church and State. The inviolability of the holy places of the various religions 
shall be guaranteed. 
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ZIONIST GROUPS REACH AGREEMENT ON ZOA PRESIDENCY; DR. WISE ANNOUNCES CONDITIONS 

NEW YORK, Aug. 6.(JTA)-- The question of who shall be named president of 
the Zionist Organi.zation of America at its forthcomin ,; convention in September 
was settled today to the satisfaction of all intercs t \;jd groups , Dr. Stephens. 
Wise announced in a special statement. He revealed t l·,r,t Dr, Israel Goldstein 
will be nominated for the z.o.A. presidency., while D1·. A1-ta. Hillel Silver will 
be summoned to political leadership in the American EI!'erg;ency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs. Dr. Wise's statement reads: 

"In the midst of the serious problems facing the Zionist movement at this 
time and on the eve of the forthcoming convention of the Zionist Organization of 
America, I felt it incumbent upon me to do what lay in may power toward achieving 
the maximum degree of unity joined with the maximum effe~tiveness in the conduct 
of Zionist affairs. Having conferred at length with my colleagues in the 
leadership and the respresentatives .,of various groups in the Zionist Organization 
of America, it is a source of deepest satisfaction to me to be able to announce 
that we now find ourselves in complete accord on the following program. 

"By general agreement among leaders of all groups Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
after many years of faithful and gifted service within the Zionist movement and 
particularly as head of the Jewish National Fund, is planned and expected to be 
the only nominee for the Presidency of the Zionist Organization of America at its 
forthcoming convention in September. 

"Similarly, it is planned and expected that with the concurrence of all 
parties., Dr• Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, for 
long one of the mort distinguished figures in Zionism, will be summoned to leader­
ship in the sphere of politic al affairs by becoming the co-chairman with me of 
the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs and assuming also the chair­
manship of its Executive Committee, the body responsible for the centralized direc­
tion of our political efforts." 

1.ULDER CITIZENSHIP REQU~MENTS FOR .. REFUGEES IN AMEHICAN COUNTRIES EXPECTED 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6 •. (JTA)-- A recommendation tl-i.c.t nll the republics of 
the Americas make their citizenship more freely ava.ilr '.•le to refugees may soon 
be considered by the Emergency Advisory Committee for ?olitical Defense, now 
consul ting here with officials of the United States Go,_re rnmen-!7. The committee 
was created as a result of the Third Meeting of' American Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs at Rio de Janeiro in January, 1942, nnd has been in continuous session 
since April of that year . 

Some of the American nations, notably Mexico, deny citizenship to all 
persons of Axis origin, whether or not they are refugees. This makes it difficult 
for refugees to earn a living, especially if they are professional men. In this 
country, and in several others, the practise is to judge each case on its merits. 
The naturalization of more than 100 1 000 persons who are technically "enemy aliensn 
is now in process here, 

NEW YORK POST OFFICE EMPLOYEES GIVE $12,000 TO UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

NEW YORK, Aug. 6,(JTA)-- Post-office employees here presented a check for 
$12,000 to the United Jewish Appeal at a victory rally this week in the Hotel 
Pennsylvania, it was announced today. 
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ZIONIST COUNCIL STEPEl UP FIGHT AGAINST WHITE PAPBJl 

'!'he American Zionist !fmergency Council has reorganized 

in a move to decentralize responsibility and to speed mobilisation 

of all forces in American Jewry to further .Jewish aspirations in 

Pal eetine, it was announced today by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 

chairman of the executive comnittee. 

Jtourteen committees have been established to arry­

forward an unprecedented program to win -11blic opinion in America. 

The immediate objective of all the commit t ees is to work for the 

abandonment of the White Paper policy under which Great Britain 

would shut off all Jewhh immigration into Palestine by Ma:, 194-4. 

'l'he basic difference in the new plan of operation 

for the lbergency Council is t ha1 it will oall for maximum 'effort 

by local Jewish communities instead of concentrating the ,-ram 

in the hands of the Council itself. The Council now compriee■ 

the Zionist Organization of America., Hadauah , Po&le Zion and 

Mi1rachi. 

The committees and chairmen announced by Dr. Silver 

following approval bf the ••ecutive committee of the Council 

include: 11.nance and Personnel, Charles .T. Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh. 

Chairman; Community Contacts, .Toel Groes, Rewark; Oomn1ttee 

on Christian Clergy, Rab i Philip 8. Bernstein, Rochester; 

American Palestine Oonmittu, Herman Shulman; Committee on 

&conomic Resources, Dnanuel l8Ullll!lml; Committee on Contact with 

, Allied Poet-•r Groups, Mrs. Rose Halprin; Research, Mrs. Bose 

.Jacobs;; Pre11, ffq:,im Greenberg; Publications, Louie Lipsky; 

Co11111itt.ee for American-Jewish Religious J'oroee, Rabbi Wolf Gold; 

Po■t--.i- Political Planning, Bobert Szold; Conmittee for 

Intellectual llobili1ation, Rabbi Milton Steinberg; Special Service, 

and llvents, Meyer W. Weispl; and Oonmittee on Labor Relations;, 

Chairman to be designated. 
- • 10 --
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J e 9, 1945 

Dr . Stephen S. 7ise 
55 E. 62nd St . 
e Yor, N.Y • 

. ~ d _r Dr. ·. isea 

ihen I attended e recent sessions 
o t he Executive o ta erican Je~~sh 
Coruerence, Jua ,, osk uer asked ne to.• ve 
luncheon Vlith him, and discussed ith me t he 
Zionist uestion t t he f orthcoming Conference. 
Ha ,,as interested in my vie ·TS · nd s':-.:ed , e 
to send im a memorandum. U. on my ret u-n 
to Cleveland I had note f r om \ im repei...ting 
t ... e request . I ent hi m t e enclo ed l e t ter 
crhicl tho ~ht a be of i nterest t ou. 

AHSaBK 
Enc. 

11th all d shes, I remain 

Ve c •: e..11 :, ours, 



EMANUEL NEUMANN 

749 WEST END AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

Dr. ~bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
'1leveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

July 1, 1943 

Thanks for your note of the a9th, and the copy 

of your letter to Proskauer, Which I have carefully read. 

I think it is a splendid and cogent statement. I ta.ke it 

you are sending copies to Wise, Goldmann, et al. 

I shall be writing you soon again. 

As ever, 

Faithfully yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 

, 



( JO-PY) 
3\)}TI'Y =~rL ::;.:..-..AnLRS :3TrL...:1' 

Room 527 

l rn ~ust 10 , 1943 

Dear Jollea :::,ue : 

"le pur osely refr a ined f r om any uublic a gitation in conne tion with the ?residency of 
the Zionist r$anization of ,,JJ1erica , except in.5 the wire whic h wa s sent to you a fe ~ 
days a ~o . It was assumed months a ~o that Dr . I srael '}oldste in , who has nade a 
d istin-::,ui shed record in the :..: ionist movement - as ::?resident of the Jewish I~ational 
..,und , a s 'Tice- president of the ~ioni st Or ~ani zat i on of Ameri a , and as Co - cha irman of 
the United '"'alest ine .. ti,ea l - ,oul d be the sue essor to Jud :;e Louis E . Levintha l. ,le 
did not deem it desirable to f orm an.: committees for his e lec tion , no r i'las a sin~le 
public stat ement made in the press , because uf the ;eneral a sreement that he would be 
the next ryre sident . 

1. I t was agreed by the l ioni st leader s i n this c o~nt ry that -~ . 1ol dste in woul d 
sue eed Jud~e Levinthal , Tiho has 1iven us an efficient , r o~re s s i ve Administration . 
Jn der his leaclershiD our Or~anization has ""ro n in numbers . ·;e today have the l ar0 est 
membership in the last two decades • .rhe reforms t l:at were iintroduced within the 
or5onization, after much stru ~; l e , have been maintained and stren Jthened under Jud~e 
levinthal's l eadership . ::ihe rnountin~ deficit , whic h had i m'Jeded our pro~ress over a 
period of many ears and served as a crushin ~ burden ry assed on f rom one a dminist r ation 
t o ano,:; he r, has no-w been wiped out . l1he r eorc,anizat ion of the ~:eren Fayesod was 
effectuated . ='he work for the Je ish ~a tional ::'und has shown mar ed pro ·;ress . ,;e have 
carried on a vi -:;orous pro ;r&m for the education of o 1.r Youth t hrou·3h the ·:outh 
::;om.r.:lission , in Y,hic h v,e have ta~en a lead in ; art . . ·e71 ~rov1in5 forces vi i thin the 
or1anization are bein~ mobili zed throu~hout the country to make thei r i mur ess upon 
public ouinion , Jeiish and non- Je~ish , for our cause . 

2 . 'Jhen suddenly a C:o:mmi ttee s onsorin-; t be c andi dacy of Jr . Abba l illel .::>ilver as 
resident was formed , it ca~e as a compl~te sur n rise . rhe comn.un ications whi h were 

sent out, to-;et :r.er ,1itb the nress re leases , comin_; on the eve of t he Anerican Jewish 
"Jonfere'"~e , naturally aroused a :;oo,... 1"' l ... 1isun " crstanding . : an~- of those ho 
acce·Jted membe~ship on t:.e :- . Jilver ::om. .. ittee were not aware that Dr . G-o l cste in ,1a s 
a candi-lote for the --:.,res i J ency. ·inen Jud -:;e Levintbol , ':/ho ·,as on toc1r on the Pa ific 
oast , was informe d of 1 eve looments , he se.2t the, f0l lo,1 in ; ·, i re which vas never made 

public : 

"F ] :E '.AL DITI ...:rs fi-"10U .,HOU':' .I:R"' } U HJY zrrHUJI.A I'.::A 
F~ULJ ;. ~ -._ 'l'F_ JR . iOLD3'..:'=Lr • A.:, TJ L..:: 1~U~ r::~ i ... ~SI:-'::...rr . TF:E 
:::Fn L: 0 ·ic=: [\"\ ()"J:{ ·::oLL:'.!.:.i, '.iUE .'JD J!_AJ:=:-.3 . "P~1SO~TALLY 
Jr,.., I:lC::i D 2DHIJl' C:01 HNC:ED ZI C.TI :::r ::; AUSE /ILL J:2 B:'.'.S1' SEHVEJ BY FIS 
...,1,_;::;rIO!-T. t I!; "I) ..:ELFL.33 n:vorIJ - A:-:::i U TE'LH:::PTrr:- LOYAL Y. ~l., F.J\S 
l",.,J ::A0 A·::II'Y .ANTI GI:'l'"' 3' LEAJZ.1 .,pIP -n::F ','E -~ :) ':.' I'EIS .::::.nrICAL 
JU'CI'lJq..c. . Hou:, ALL '.'ILL UlHT~ B:3:F'I D ETh" AiD .r lAT YuU . .'JD uT"i'-C?. 
L '.AJ_RS ,ILL ~ .ALL rr y:,-p no ~=1 I'O I:bUn3 :::o:UI~D P::OGRE x3 OF 
z . 0 • .A . BY 3u::r:,o 1:;:'IlTG J-q . § L ).JTED • 

3 . Ur~ed )Ublicly to announce his c a nd ida cy , Dr . Gol dstein decided fi ... st to exert h i s 
best efforts to avoid a conte st . Desnite the man y messa5es pled i ng support to h i m from 
many ~arts of the country , J r . '}o l dste in felt that this was not the time to enga ge i n 
an internal stru ·~le . 

4 . On Au ·,.ust 6 , 1943 , Jr . Steuhen s . 7ise , J hairman of the 1illlerican Eme r <Sency .::o i ttee 
for Zionist :ffairs , and founder of t e l ionist J r ;anlzation of llmerica , made the 
fo llowin; statenent : 
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"In the midst of the serious problems facin'.; the '_, i onist I:ovement at this t i me and on 
the eve of the forthcorein~ Jonvention of the WA , I felt it incumbent upon me to do 
,hat lay in my ovier toward achieving the maximum ef:'ec ti veness in the conduc t of 
Zionist affairs . Laving conferred at l enc,th wi th my collea ,ue in the leadership and the 
representatives o~ various ~roups i n the ZOA , it is a source of deepest satisfa tion to 
me to be able to announce that v:e now f i nd ourselves in conm l e te ac ord on the fo llowin:.., 
prosram: 

"By ...,eneral agreement amon_; leaders of o. 11 --;rou)s , Dr . Israel 'J.o l dste in , after many 
years of faithful and 0 ifted service ,,ithin; t he : i onist movement and particul arly as 
head of the Jewish :rat i ona l Fund , is expect ed to be the only nominee for the Presi dency 
of the ~ionist Or1anization of .America at it s forthcomi Convent i on i n Sentember . 

~similar l y , it i s exuected that with the concurren e of a ll nart i es , Jr . bba Fille l 
3ilver , Chairman of the united Palestine Anneal , fo r lon e, one of the most distinguished 
f i ~ure s in Zi oni sm will be summoned to leadership in the sphere of uolitical affa irs 
by becomin~ Jo - chairn.an with me of the ~me rican Emer0 enc y 0om.mi ttee fo r Zioni st ffa irs 
and assumin? also the Jhairmanshi P of it s ~xecutive ~or.:rrnittee , the body resnonsibl e 
for the centralized d irection of our po l itica l efforts . 

"It i s hardly necessary to dwell unon the fa r - rea hi n·~ s i ,nificance of t his accord and 
of the uromi s e which it holds for our movement in the critical days which li e ahead . 
',;e shall , I nersuaded , face t he 8-;) r oaching hour of de i s ion as a united body under 
a courageous , militant and effe tive l ea der s hi-:) . 11 

The fore:;o in -; statenent was is sued afte r )r . Silver had a 0 reed to wi t hdraw gi s name as 
a candidate . 

5 . Dr . Go l dstein i s no~ the unanimou s choice fo r resident of the Zi oniist Or~anizat i on 
of ~\merica . :e has .:,a ined v a l uable exnerience in or,.::,anization •, ork. Unde.r h i s l eader shi p 
the 0 a ins which have been ours under Jud_,e Levinthal ' s .Administrat ion a nd those who 
preceded h im wi ll be mainta ined and advanced . !e are comin ~ to t he Convent i on uni ted a s 
one movement , determined to c arry out the grea t task v1hi h fac e s us . \le are fo r a 
maximum Zioni st pro~ram , not onl y in wo rd but in deed . ~e wi l l h~ve a f i c,hting , 
ag.~ress ive Admi nist ration to fi~ht the 11'hite 'aper and for t he est a li shment of a 
Jewi sh Commom1ealth in Palest ine . Je must ome to vo l wnbus pre:;,ared to 0 ive Dr . Gol dste in 
the ful le st suJ_ort to nhich he is entit l ed . 

'ie will be .:, lad to hear from you and e will keeu you in touch with furt her dev e l opment so 

49 ~hambers 3t ., rooip. 527 . 
Hew York , ·~ . Y. 

i ncerel y yours , 

DA' TII.L F~I S__,E 
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U.S, URGES ENGUND TO BAR DISCUSSIONS ON PALESTINE FOR THE DURATION, PEARSON REPORTS 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 9. (JTA)-- Official circles in Wnshing,ton are astir with 
intrigue regarding the question of Palestine, it wc..s disclosed todny in an article 
by Drew Penrson, noted Washington columnist. 

"Ex-Secretary of War Pat Hurley and the State Depo.rtment are in hot debr.te 
over Palestine; and the Jews," the nrticle reveals. "Zionist leaders are upset 
over a proposed statement by the U.S. and British Governments, barring any further 
discussion now of Jewish settlement in Palestine, Churchill and Eden oppose 
barring further discussion of the question, but the State Department is pushing 
them. 

"The question arose after Pat Hurley, now a Major General, visited Are.bin, 
where he called on the frunous chid'tain, Ibn So.ud, now recognized as the most 
powerful of Arabs. He spoke strong words agninst the Jews in Palestine, said he 
was determined to drive them from all Arab lands. Hurley reported he told Ibn 
Saud, diplomatically, he a.greed. 

"After Hurley's return to the U.S., the State Depo.rtment prepared a new 
policy for approval of the White House and the British Government to bar further 
discussion of Palestine o.nd the Jews until after the war," Mr. Pearson states. 
"The Stcte Depc..rtment men who prepared and pushed it e.re : 

"1. Walla.ce Murray , Hull's political adviser on the Neer Ea.st, ardent 
champion of the King of Italy. 

"2. Adolf Berle, Assist~nt Secretary of State, original Brain Truster, 
who began some time ago to "build up" o. series of buffer states in Hungary and 
Poland against Russia. 

"3. Ho.rold Hoskins , former chief investigator for Berle , now in the Army, 
who was raised in Syria, where his father was an official in th~ Syrian Protestant 
College, Beirut, and e.xpert on the 1,rabic lnng,uug,e. When in tht State Department, 
Hoskins, an admirer of the lcrabs, was sent by Berle to Cnpi tol Hill to interview 
Congressmen who had signed the Zionist petition for a Jewish army. 

11 This new policy, wh€n sent to_Londonfi got a rebuff, ?ut under pressure 
from Washington, Churchill and Eden yielded, Mr . Pearson writes . 

Rabbi Wise li.ppE:nls to President Roosiwelt to Postpone Decision 

"News of this maneuvering leaked out and nlo.rmed some of the Presid0nt•s 
close advisers," Mr. Pearson continues. 11v1rhilc many of them do not necessarily 
believe in Jewish settlement in PalGstine , they do emphatically believe that the 
door should not be closed to discussion of the question, as they believe it is 
healthy for all peace problems to be discussed. 

11Rabbi Steph(;n s. Wise came to see the President several days ago. When 
he entered the Executive Office, the State Depnrtment•s proposed policy wos lying 
on the President's desk, awaiting his approval. 

"Rabbi Wise persuaded Roose:velt to postpone decision for a while o.nd•the 
matter is in abeyance. The State Department has been trying to get Secretcry of 
War Stimson to support Hull . Stimson replied th1:.t he fo.vored a fro.nk discussion 
but ha.snot yielded," 

Mr . Peo.rson also discloses that Senator Langer of N•D • served notice that 
if +.he State Dep~rtment puts through its plnn1 he will demund nn inve?~ig~tion. 
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N E W s 

CONFERENCE HEARS DW!AND FOR JEWISH COMMONWFALTH 

Dr. Silver Emphasizes Democracy Does Not Imply Unan1mi-cy But 
Willingness of Minority To Submit to Decision of Majority 

New York (JPS) - The establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in Pales­
tine was presented to the Alnerican Jewish Conference as an objective 
which it must incorporate into its program for postwar Jewry, it was 
declared by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Emergency Connnittee for Zionist Affairs, and by other speakers 
at the Monday night session, which began a consideration of tho role of 
Palestine in the postwar Jewish world. 

The Conference heard a series of addresses in which tho Jew­
ish achievements in Palestine were praised nnd tho need for the 
strengthening of the political structure underlying the Jewish Homeland 
was urged. Speakers at tho Palestine session included: Judge Louis 
Levinthal, President of the Zionist Organization of America, who pre­
sided, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Rabbi James G. Heller, Israel Goldberg, 
Solomon Gol&nan and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

In the course of his add~ess Dr.Silver asked why it is that 
certain groups feel that if agreement ls given to their views, that is 
unity, whereas if he asked for agreement with his views, that would be 
disunity • . Ho said: "tho Jews may be comforted with tho hope that the 
Atlantic Charter and the Four Freedoms will bring healing to the Jewish 
people." Ho warned those who wore "turning away from loyalty to 
dreams," reminding them of the "millenial homelessness and persecution 
of the Jews. Discussion of the present 'situation as an immediate 
emergency loses sight of history," he continued• 11 Actually the Jewish 
plight is a persistent emergency which can never be permanently dis­
posed of until the basic solution is provided." 

He warned the Conference of "intellectual oonfusion under a 
thick blanket of appeals to Jewish unity and affability. The only solu­
tion for Jewish homelessness, 11 he declared, 11 1s a National Home. This 
does not mean merely opportunities for refugees or new lands for coloni­
zation," he added. 

Reviewing tho background of the Balfour Declaration, he cited 
statements of Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, Woodrow Wilson and others 
to point out that they thought of tho Declaration in terms of the.ulti­
mate establishment of a "Jewish Commonwealth11 or a "Jewish Stato, 11 with 
specific use of those phrases. 11 The Doclr.ration was not intended as a 
scheme to aid irnmlgration but as a political national act, 11 he observed. 
"Why has there suddenly arisen a mortal fear of using the term 1Jewish 
Commonwea1th, 1 when this phrase (Continued on Page 2) 



PAGE 2 
.. 

had already become part and parcel of international legal language 
twenty and twenty-five yoars ago?tt ho asked. "Those who oppose tho 
phrase on the alleged ground of unity have never really reconciled 
thornsolvos to the Balfour Declaration and the :Mandate and are still 
trying to avoid their realization. 11 

Referring to the use of the word "fdeology 11 to dismiss the 
Zionist program, Dr. Silver asked whether it was an ideology to express 
t! the natural normal hope and desire of the Jewish people to live a 
nonnal existence. It ls they who are motivated by ideologies who ask 
for the repudiation of tho international covenant made with the Jews. 11 

Advocating 11 un1ty in Israel," he snid that this unity was for 
a 11 total Jewish progrrun to include relief, rescue, reconstruction and 
national restoration and not a unity for a fraction of that program 
which makes a mockery of the whole program. All elements of the total 
program are woven together and cnnnot be separated. There cannot bo 
imnigration without political rights; there can be no political rights 
without roco gni tion of the historic connection of the J cwish people 
with Palestine." 

At one point he remarked with rcsooct to tho Colonial Office 
"':;hat "it and the Arabs for the moment seem to be synonymous." He 
·"r:phasizea. that tho Y1shuv is asking American Jewry for strong support 
amvm.nted -·,:; 1':now whether American Jewry intended "to let the Yishuv 
dawn. A cr"-J of 11Not" was heard through the room in reply to a series 
of questions along those lines. 

In closing, Dr. Silver said: "I am for unity, but unity of 
action in a democratic organization depends not upon unanimity but upon 
the willingness of tho minority to submit to the decision of tho 
majority. 

"Tho immemorial problem nf our nrttional h0melessness, the 
principal source of ovr millcnio.l tro.goay :>:'cmains as stark and as menao­
ing today as it ever was. Yet some Jews are again trying to circumvent 
it with v1 ishful thinking. 11 

Ho observed that the Conference 11 he.s no power to enforce its 
decisions" but warned that 11 thorc is tromend0us moral authority in this 
solemn conclave. The minority will not lightly disregard the ,r i'.11 of 
the majority when its v1ill has boon registered. n 

Excerpts from Dr. Gol&nann's Address 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, director of tho Washington office of tho 
Jewish Agency for Pal ostine1 stressed the point that II the Jewish A~oncy 
has never been in favor of cnf0rced Jewish irmnigration into Palestine. 
We have always opposed the Revisionist theory of Jewish evacuation 
from Europe - but just as we oppose this, we have to raise our voices 
against any attempt on the part of the United Nations to enforce ro­,a triation on those Jews, many of whom, if not the majority, will re­
fuse to go back to the countries of their persecution tri relive the 
n ightmare o..nd risk similar experiences f"lr their children or gre.nc_­
childrcn, 11 he continued. "Nothing, it seems t0 mo, is m')re r ~alistic 
than to demand the right for every European Jew to choose either re­
patriation 0:r:1 immigration into Palostinc. And lot me utter a w0rd of 
warning agai_nst a policy which would disperse Jewish pos twnr imr_:igra-
tion, either by directing it (C0~+~~uo en ~"~O 0 , 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF CONFERENCE SPEECHES 

(Notable passages from the addresses delivered at the Hotel Waldorf­
Astoria, New York during the American Jewish Conference, August 29-
September 2, 1943) 

ttw111 of Ma,1ori ty Must Prevail: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 11 

"Unity in Israel e •• is for a total Jewish program to in­
clude relief, rescue, reconstruction and national restoration and not 
a unity for a fraction of that program which makes a mockery of the 
whole program. All elements of the total program are woven together 
and cannot be separated. There cannot be immigration without politic al 
rights; there can be no political rights without recognition of the 
historic connection of the Jewish people with Palestineo •.• I am 
for unity, but unity of action in a democratic organization depends 
not upon unanimity but upon the willingness of the minority to submit 
to the decision of the majority •••• The Conference has no power to 
enforce its decisions but there is tremendous moral authority in this 
solemn conclave. The minority will not lightly disregard the will 
of the majority when its will has been registered. 11 

11 Jewish Homeland Not International: Dr. Nahum Goldmann" 

"The Jews never intended to set up in Palestine a kind of in­
ternational state with Jews all over the world citizens of it. The 
chief aspect of Zionism is territorial. It wants to concentrate a part 
of the Jewish people, as many as possible1 in a country of their own~ 
where they would live their own normal 1 national life. The Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine, legally and politically, will be the Common­
wealth of those who are there -- then there will remain the great Jew­
ish diaspora with Jews living as equal citizens in their countries, 
with their primary loyalty to those countries, but with a moral and 
spiritual interest in the Palestinian Jewish Commonwealth •••• The 
position of the Jewish cit1~ene of varirus countries would be in no 
way different from these other groups and all misinterpretations and 
misunderstandings by anti-Zionist groups to the effect that the Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine will claim the primary loyalty of the Jews 
all over the world, are either conscious or unconscious misrepresenta­
tions of the basic aims of Zionism. 11 

- - - - .. ... 
nzionism Vindicated by Events: Judge Louis E. Levinthal 11 

11Public d1scuss1on of Zionism in 1943 need not necessarily 
be characterized by appeal to emotion. The oold,hard realities of life 
during the past ten years have, in my op1n1on1 vindicated all that the 
founders of Zionism wrote and uttered years ago •••• With startling 
clarity they probed to the very essence of the Jewish problem. They 
were not prophets, (Continued on Page ii) 
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who could foresee the future, but they recognized that given conditions 
could lead to given results, and they indicated that the anomalous 
position occupied by the Jews of Europe in the social, political and 
economic life of their respect1 ve countries, no matter what the deg.cee 
of equality or so-called emancipation, would inevitably lead to certain 
dire consequences. The Zionists have been the first scientific soci­
ologists of modern times, recognizing a problem and advocating a plann-.~• 
ed correction." 

11 0pe n Gates of' Palestine: Israel H. Goldberg" 

11 The JeWish Labor Committee insists that the gates of Pales­
tine be kept open for Jewish immigration. It regards the White Paper 
as a product of appeasement and as an instrument of race discrimina­
tion. ,The Jewish Labor Committee demands the immediate annulment of 
the White Paper. Insofar as a definite Labor Committee program for 
Palestine is concerned, this takes two specific forms: First, we de­
clare our solidarity with organized Jewish labor in Palestine and sup-· 
port its demands for Jewish immigration and colonization. Secondly, 
we demand free Jewish immigration, land purchase and colonization in 
Palestine. With regard to the ultimate objective, the Jewish LRbor 
Committee tRkes no stand, because there is no unanimity among its mem­
bers on this subject.u 

---··------
"Eliminate Partisanship: Rabbi James G. Hellertt 

11 The Conference must not permit itself to be broken on the 
rock of insensate partisanship •••• Individual conceptions should 
not take precedence over the consideration of the totality of Jewish 
life. 11 

.. - - - - ... . 
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
New York Office: SUITE 708, 41 EAST 42ND ST., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. • MUrray Hil,l 2-5967 

Wa1hington Office 
1720 SIXTEENTH ST., N. W. 

Mkhigao 4480 
September 8 , 1943 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cib ev eland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

I sent you the following telegram: 

"After discussing matter with Wise Monsky others 
it was agreed that the totality of Conference 
decisions should be presented to Secretary of 
State That a meeting should take place later in 
the month preferably after Reform Congregations 
and American Jewish Committee will have had time 
to ratify Conference decisions Wise however will 
see Hull alone Thursday off the record purely as 
a personal visit to arrange for this later re­
gularly constituted delegation of the Conference 
Regards Welsgal" 

I am also sending you for your perusal a 
copy of a report I sent to Dr . Weizmann on the Conference, 
giving him theMinside dope~ so to speak. After you will 
have read it, I would appreciate it if you would return 
it to me . -- I am also sending you here a copy of a plan 
of action I submitted to the Emergency Committee last May 
in response to a request by the Public Relations Depart­
ment to prepare a plan of action for the Emergency Com­
mittee. No consideration has been given to the plan either 
by the Public Relations Department or the Emergency Com­
mittee as a whole. I~ you will have time to read it be­
fore the Convention in Columbus, I would like to have an 
opportunity to discuss it with you when we meet at the 
Zionist Convention. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely 
' 

MWW:FR f ~ ~ -/V'~-~yw..J~~ ~ ~1~ ~~~?-o i)f 



The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
N ew York Office: SUITE 708, 41 EAST 42ND ST., NEW YORI< 17, N. Y. • MUrray Hill 2-5967 

W ashington Office 
1720 SIXTEENTH ST., N . W. 

Michigan 4480 

10 

September 8, 1943 

P. S. I am enclosing herewith the exchange of 
cables between Dr. Weizmann and yourself in 
connection with your election as Chairman of 
the Emergency Committee. 
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PRESS RELEASE 

AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS .,. 
Associated Organizations: Zionist Organization of America 

Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

41 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK • MURRAY HILL 2-1160 

Friday A.M. 
For Publication'--------

Dn. WEIZMANN HAILS DR. SILVER'S ELECTION 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president of the W0rld Zionist Organization and 

of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, today in London, England, hailed Dr. Abba Hill~l 

Qi J.Yei'J.n ol-0.nti0n as 00---<'b.airman of the American Tulergency Coirmi t tee for Zionist 

Affairs 11as an event fraught with significance for our cause at this critical moment 

when the Zionist world looks to America and .American Zionism for political suppr,rt. 11 

Cabling his congratulations to Dr. Silver, who was also elected 

chairman of the executive comnittee of the Emergency Committee, Dr.' Weizmann said: 

11 I am confidtmt that you will place unreservedly at the disposal of 

the cause your great gifts and the qualities of vision, courage and statesmanship 

wnich you possess and ,vhich the movement requires. 11 

In reply, Dr. Silver cablad: 

11 For myself and my cnlleagues in tho leadership, as well as for the 

whole of American Zionism, I assure you of our unshakeable resolve to carry on 

the struggle for the full realization of Zionist aims recently endorsed by the 

whole of .American Jewry through the American Jewish Conference. The Zionist move­

ment and you as its leader may count upon our utmost effort and devotion. 11 

30 
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JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY, INC. 
106 East 41st St. 

New York City 

Septeffiber 9, 1943 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

With regard to the matter which interests you most, N..r. Hull's 
remarks were as follows: 

British and American military forces have for some time been concerned 
with the agitation and restlessness prevailing in Palestine. This 
agi t& tion assumes more and more vehement proportions. We are urging 
tha.t some statement be issued which might succ din calming down 
extremists. The l'\ar Department approached us with the suggestion of 
a joint statement. However, the War Department has withdrawn the request 
and the idea has been abandoned. 

Mr. Hull used the term "abandoned." Mr. Hull called in Mr. 
Breckinridge Long who, he told me, would give me more details. (1.lr. 
Hull ffientioned that I should see Mr. Long every three or four weeks. I 
gathered from his remarks that Long mii ht succed Sumner Welles.) 

Mr. Long, when I asked him about Hoskins, stated that Hoskins 
Vias no longer with the State Department, which had not had any contact 
with him for some time, and that Hoskins was in the army. 

Mr. Long confirmed that Ibn Saud is about to come over. 

I was told bj another very well-informed gentleman that 
the man who blocked the measure in the War Department is Mr. 
Herbert Bayard Swope. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Jacob Landau 
Managing Director 



r ) 

I 

Mr. Edward A. Fried.burg 
34 Ashland St. , 
Taunton, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Friedburg: 

MINORITY LF.ADER OFFICES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Washington, D. c. 

Sept. 14, 1943 

I have your letter and the enclosed resolutions and thank you 
for the same. 

I shall be very glad to endorse these Resolutions to the 
Secretary of State. 

As you probably know, I be.Te on many occasions advocated a 
Jewish Homeland in Palestine. Several months ago, it was my privilege to 
be one of fhe speakers at a large meeting in the Statler Hotel in 
Washington and I advocated it at that time. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Joseph w. Martin, J• 
14th Dist. Massachusetts , 



-

Whereas the Congress by Joint resolution passed without a dis­
senting vote and approved September 21, 1922, affirmed that the United 

States of America favors the est~blishment in Palestine of a National 

Home for the Jewish people; 

Whereas the British mandate over Palestine adopted in 1920, 

ratified by the League of Nations in 1922, was formally recognized b7 

the United States in the Palestine convention of December 3, 1924 between 

this Government and Great Britain; 

Whereas the record of the Jewish people in Palestine since 1923 

is one of notable achievement, with deserts reclaimed, modem cities 

established, and health, educational, and recreational facilities pro­

vided; 

Whereas, the despoilation of the Jewa in Western Europe and the 

unspeakable cruelties which they have suffered at the hands of the Nazis, 

bringing death to millions, and leaving other millions homelessand penni­

less, has evoked the sympathy of all decent mankind everywhere; 

Whereas, a consequence of the Nazi savagery toward the Jewish 

people is to create conditions which make themaintenance and expansion 

of the Jewish Homelandnin Palestine in the post-war ear an even more 

pressing necessity than ever before; 

N01J fBEREroRE B:I IT RESOLVED by the Senate and the House of Repre­

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, that 

the long established policy of the United States in favor of the establish­

ment in Palestine of a :National Home for the Jewish People is hereb7 

expressly reaffirmed, and that no barriers should be interposed to Jewish 

immigration into Palestine, and further Jewish acquisition of lands there. 
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PALESTlnf fOUnOATIOn fUnD 
( K.~ eJI~) JHC. - ,icn ,,, FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

OFFICERS 

Honorary Chairmen 
JULIAN W. MACK 
STEPHEN S. WISE 

President 
BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 

Chairman, Board of Directors 
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Yice Chairmen 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba Iiill.el Silvera 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

MURRAY HILL 2-4448 

September 16, 1943 

I h:ave your telegram but was unable to get to the 
oi'fice until today because of a bad cold that I contracted in 
Columbus. We sha.11, of course, do everything to satisfy you 
in connection with room for the Emergency Committee. It is 
rather short notice to get it all arranged by Monday, but I 
am taking it up with the renting agent to see if any other 
arrangements can be made, and hope to have the entire matter 
concluded by Monday, even though the actual removal may take 
a few days longer. 

I \'VOnder whether you saw, in the public press, the 
announcement that Ambassador Lawrence Steinhardt is on his way 
back to America. You might remember him as a nephew of Samuel 
Untermyer, whom I first introduced to the Zionist movement some 
years ago, during the period of the uist war. His sister is 
married to my brother, so that I have had the opportunity o:f 
keep:bg in constant touch w.ith him. In fact, just about a year 
ago, when he was here, before he went to Turkey, at the request 
of Dr. Weizmann I brought him over for an hour's visit with 
Dr. Weizmann, which was highly satistact,ory. I am certain that 
at the proper time he will do everything, with the President, to 
get maximum results for us in Palestine. I think it of the 
greatest importance that you see him as soon as he gets to this 
country, and I shall be glad to arrange the appointment at your 
request. 

I also want to mention a matter that I discussed 
rather fully with Emanuel Neumann during the time of the Con­
vention. I know from unimpeachable sources that Bernard Baruch 
is on very intimate terms with Churchill. In the past, Baruch 
has unfortunately refused to work with Dr. Wise, because of 
something to which he took personal affront. I think it of the 
utmost importancethat a friendly relationship should be established, 
especially through you, and I have suggested to Emanuel some ways 
in which that can be done. It should be followed up without delay. 

You probably were as agreeably surprised as many of 
us were at the friendly telegram from President Roosevelt to 
'!udge Levinthal, but I doubt whether you know the story behind 
the telegram, which goes a long way to support your point of 
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view of ta.ld.ng a strong stand for Jewish rights. A couple of weeks before the 
Convention I was requested to see whether I could get a statement from the 
President, since the ordinar;y channels through Senator Wagner, as Chairman of 
of the Palestine Committee, seemed to be unproductive of results, at that time. 
I had a long a long personal interview with Fd Flynn, whom I know, and I tel.a 
him of the resentment felt among the Jews generally, because of the policy of 
keeping quiet about Palestine, and warned him or the danger that "our" party 
might have to face next year, if it were made evident that the State Department 
was simply following a British policy with respect to Palestine. (I pointed out 
to him that he, as an Irishman, ought to know that the British are using the 
Arabs in Palestine just as they are using the Orangemen in Ireland - to which 
of course he responded sympathetically.) I was assured that he would bring 
this matter immediately to the attention of the White House, and then I called 
his office a.gain to remind him of it. I am sure that the representations made 
in plain language had its effect, at least to give us once more, in the telegram, 
the 110rds rtNational Home". 

With ki:m regards, I am 

Since e 

BLA. Rosenblatt 
President 

bar.ab 
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MINUTES 
MEEI'INO OF AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Thursday evening, September 17, 1942. 

# 55 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAX, 

A meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist affairs was held on 
Thursday evening, September 17, 1942 at 4l ~. 42nd Street, New York. 

PRESENT1 Dr. Wise, presiding; Mesdames Benjamin, Epstein, Goldstein(Mizrachi), 
Poool, Schoolman, Shulman; Messrs. Boukstein, Bublick, Furmansky, Gellman, Gold, 
P.L.Goldman, Greenberg, Itzkowitz, Kirshblum, Louis E. Levinthal, Lipsky, 
Mereminski, Naiditch, Quittman(Order Sons of Zion), Rosenblatt, Rothenberg, Silver, 
Szold, Wertheim, Wise. 

Dr. N. Goldmann, Mr. PerlzweibJ Mr. Louri~ Mr. Weisgal. 

By invitation• Mr. Alpert, Miss Leibel, Mr. Fisher, Mrs. Tourover. 

It was reported that the Committee at its meeting last week had resolved to 
adopt a resolution in regard to the Ichud, but it had been decided to postpone 
final action to permit Hadassah to discuss the matter at its National ·Board. 

The latest draft of the resolution as prepared by the Office Committee was 
presented to the meeting a.a follows* 

11 1. The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs takes note 
of the formation under the leadership of Dr. Judah L. Magnes of a 
political group in Palestine called Uichud11 , which seeks to engage in 
a separatist political activity without the knowledge and consent of 
the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, which is the only 
duly elected and internationally recognized representation of the 
Jewish people in regard to the establishment of the Jewish National Home. 

2. The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs disassociates 
itself from the views of the Ichud and reaffirms the resolution adopted 
ummimousiy by all Zionist parties at the extraordinary Zionist Confer­
ence held in New York May 9, 1942 urging that 11the gates of Palestine 
be opened; that the Jewish Agency be vested with control of ilnmigration 
into Palestine ••• and that Palestine be established as a Jewish Common-
wealth integrated in the structure of the new democratic world. 11 

3. The Committee identifies itself with the resolution ad.opted at 
the last Zionist Congress held in Geneva,August 1939 and declares that 
it will do all in its power to establish relations of good-will and 
mutual cooperation with the Arabs of Palestine and of the neighboring 
Arab countries. 

4. The Committee regards any separatist political activities such 
as those which the Ichud 1s undertaking as disruptive of Zionist disci­
pline, and destructive of the solidarity of the Jewish people in their 
aspirations to achieve a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. " 
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Mr. Gellman presented an amendment to the resolution by adding the following 
paragraphs 

"The Committee recommends the resignation of Dr. Magnes from his 
position as head of the University." 

A motion to table the amendment was carried. 

On behalf of Hadassah, Mrs. Pool made the following report& 

11The discussion at the National Board meeting was one of procedure and not 
one of principles. We considered that we lacked sufficient facts on which to form 
a judgment on the Ichud and the actions of Dr. Magnes and Miss Szold and others 
associated with the group. If we,aa leaders of American Zionism, are to pass 
judgment on the basis of reports which come either from the press or from one side 
alone and not from those against whom charges are made, we might reach unfair and 

unwarranted conclusions. 

"After a very long and earnest discussion in which every point of view 
was presented, the National Board came to the conclusion that we should wait until 
the letter from Miss Szold comes. In the meantime we are sending to Dr. Magnes and 
to Miss Szold letters by airmail which in unequivocal terms state our position on 
the fullest possible platform that anyone tdth responsibility in Zionism would 
supportT as repeatedly expressed at conventions and more recently at the Biltmore 
Oonference. 11 

Mrs. Pool added that it had been the unanimous decision of the Board 
that the representatives of Hadassah to the Emergency Committee be bound by the 
action of the national board to wait until an explanation crune, and therefore they 
had to ask the Emergency Committee that no resolution be passed with reference to 
Ichud. If the Committee cannot accept this recommendation and request, it must be 
clearly indicated that any resolution adopted does not have the support of Hadassah. 

Judge Levinthal said he was opposed to making public any resolution on 
this question until Miss Szold 1s communication reached us. He felt it would be a 
mistake to issue a resolution in accordance tdth the decision of the last meeting 
because it would magnify the Ichud and Magnes and weaken American Zionism. 
Mr. Willkie spent an hour with Henrietta Szold as the most celebrated American in 
Palestine - that iil itself indicated the danger that by attacking Miss Szold before 
we give her an opportunity to explain, we might be discrediting ourselves. 

Mr. Szold said he believed the whole discussion about Dr. Magnes served 
to divert us from more important mat.ters. We should devote ourselves rather to a 
consideration of our objectives. It was from that angle that he offered a substi­
t-t;te · notion as follows& 

"The events of the past few years have emphasized the tragic position of the 
Jews and the urgent necessity for a permanent solution of the problem of 
Jewish homelessness. This requires that Palestine be recognized by the nations 
of the world as a Jewish Homeland, where Jews shall have unlimited right of 
immigration and colonization, free to become a majority. The crux of the 
solution is large-scale immigration, as of right, free from administrative 

or political obstacles. In the words of the resolution adopted unanimously 
at the extraordinary Zionist Conference held in New York, May 9, 1942, by 
the Zionist Organization of America, tiadassah, the Women 1s Zionist Organiza­
tion of America, Mizrachi and Poale Zion, to the effect that in order to 

(cont.) 
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solve the problem of Jewish homelessness •the gates of Palestine 
be opened; that the Jewish Agency be vested with control of im­
migration into Palestine and with the necessary authority for 
upbuilding the country, including the development of its unoccu­
pied and uncultivated lands; and that Palestine be established 
as a Jewish Commonwealth integrated in the structure of the new 
democratic world.ff 

No plan which does not clearly and effectively insure these 
fundamental objectives can be acceptable to American Zionists." 

With regard to publicity for any resolution, we m~st distin~ish between 
the 11Times 11 and the general press, ar.d our own people. Our own people are 
entitled to know where we stand. However, it would be unwise to go to the 
general press with an attack on Magnes- in the columns of the Times we would 
surely be beaten. He would suggest therefore that we issue a statement in 
connection with Mr. Ben-~rion 1s departure for Palestine, as a message from 
American Zionists for him to take back. The question of further publicity could 
be left until the receipt of the letter from Palestine. 

Dr. Goldmann said he did not believe that it was in principle wrong that 
the Emergency Committee should speak out clearly and specifically against the 
Ichud, or that there was any validity to the argument that we might thereby 
make Magnes seem too important. If Hadassah were prepared to vote favorably, he 
believed we ought to pass the original resolution presented at the beginning of 
the meeting. But it would be bad to adopt it without Hadassah 1s acceptance­
public opinion would interpret the exclusion of Hadassah as Haaassah1s adherence 
to the Ichud program, and we cannot risk such an interpretation either in 
America or in Palestine. The substitute r esolution meant complete negation by 
the ~ergency Committee of the program of Ichud, and in the circumstances, if 
Hadassah were willing, as he understood they were, to join in auch a resolution, 
he would favor its acceptance. 

It was Mr. Naiditch1s view that such a resolution by itself was meaning­
less and that it was necessary to take some action which would restrain 
Dr. Magnes, and he urged adoption of the Mizrachi amendment. 

Mr. Wertheim pointed out that in view of the fact that Mr. Willkie 
had visited Dr. Magnes, presumably at the suggestion of the High Commissioner, 
it was important for us to publicize our stand clearly and definitely so that 
the public would not be misled as to his sighificance. The substitute resolu­
tion did not go far enough. 

Rabbi Kirshblum stated that it was important for the Emergency Committee 
to talce some action at once since the constituency at large was waiting for 
them to act in the matter. The Mizrachi office had received numerous calls 
endorsing their attitude, from ZOA members and others1 after the publication of 
their ow resolution. He further pointed out that no action on the part of the 
Emergency Committee might easily be misinterpreted to m0an approval of the Ichud. 

Mrs. Schoolman made the following suggestions for the substitute 
resolutions 

1. That in connection with the phrase "Jews shall have unlimited 
~ight of immigration and colonization!• the word mass be substituted for 

un,limited. 
2. Inclusion of a positive clause favoring Arab cooperation 
3. The reference to "historic boundaries 11 should be made more specific. 



.. 
Mr. Mereminski urged the need for issuing a statement which would clearly 

refer to the Ichud. He suggested the inclusion of a preliminary phrase in Mr.Szold's 
resolution to indicate that the occasion of its adoption was in connection with 
reports of the establishment of the lchud. 

Mr. Greenberg said he would urge tho Committee to adopt no resolution at all 
that night. To adopt the resolutior. lntroduced by Mr. Szold was meaningless today. 
It was full of meaning four months ago ~hen we adopted a resolution at the Confer­
ence p and today it wa.s just a reaffirmation of the principles then adopted. In 
passing such a resoluticn now we mu:stssta-:.e cle3.:rly thP. occasion for it- the estab­
lishment of a new politic al g::-oup :b1 Palestine called :CChucj_- and. unlef-ls this was 
done and the resolution mace e. dt:,avowel of thin group, no one wO'.l:.d un:-lerstand 
what it was about. 

We could not ignorG Magnes- there we:i.~e i mportant peo?le assoclated with 
him and they were stronger politicall;y· today tha11 we were 1 stronger i:::1 the sense 
that whatever they say and ~~ite is more acceptable to the government than what we 
11chauvinists and extremists 11 say. It is worth while passing a resolution if we say 
what we want to say- and he would favor the original resolution presented t onight, 
with modifications, if Hadassah would vote for it too. But sinee Hadassah will not 
vote for it and they have already stated they would have to eissaeociate themselves 
from any such resolution at this time- it would be dangerous to take ar.y uct:;..on that 
mi~ht indicate lack of unity- and therefore the best thing seemed to be to wait 
until Miss Szold's letter arriv$d. 

Mr. Lipsky prged that a letter from Miss Szold or Dr. Magnes eould not 
materially affect the position in view of what we already know. Our concern is to 
state our policy with regard to this new group whiJh is negotiating on i0s own 
authority - if we wait several week,3 before doing so it would appear that we have 
given our consent. The question of D~. Magnes mu.st inv0Jv3 us in public action, 
because his activity has created the impression cf action by an American Zio~ist 
group, and it was important for our own people to know that we were not in line 
with this action. 

Mr. Lipsky went on further to sa.y that unless we took immediate action 
there was danger not only of a split in our own ranks but also among non-Jews and 
non-Zionists. The latter would rather accet the 11moderate'' demands of Magnes than 
those of the ltextremj_sts 11 - and whatever we have acccmplished until now in creating 
an important circle of friends in this country will be threatened. If Hadassah 1s 
vote was considered indispensable then ~e should adopt no resolution at tlmnoment 
but any resolution we did adopt must state clearly the purpose for adopting it. 

Dr. Wise stated that he had come prepared to support either the original 
or the substitute resolution, but since it was clear that Hadassah held it neces­
se.ry to disassociate itself from a resolution in any way linked with the 11 Ichud11 , 

he would urge holding up action. Out of respect for Miss Szold, too, he would 
want to wa1t until a detailed explanation was received- and then issue a statement 
which would condemn Magnes "with words out of his own mouth 11 .lie thEreforc urged 
tabling both resolutions until such information was received. 

Mrs. Epstein suggasted the possibility of adopting the substitute resolu­
tion without prejudicing any future resolutions. There would be an editorial in 
the New Palestine explaining the occasion for the resolution- and by the time the 
convention came there would be material for a rull resolution to b~ adopted by the 
convention. 
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Mrs. Pool pointed out t~at it had been suggested earlier in the evening that the 
r~solution proposed by Mr. Szold be tied up with Mr. Ben-Gurion 1s departure as a 
message from American Zionists to Palestine. She was not able to accept the 
resolution if it was amended to include any reforence to the Ichud. 

Dr. Silver said that the plea to defer action until we received corrP.spon · 
dance from Miss Szold seemed a peculiar '.)ne. It would appear far boro lo!:!iav.l 
for Miss Szald to .hnve written let·Gers before she acted to sound us out to see 
what we thought , and not to have ~he wholB Aoerican Zionist movement wait for 
information after action had been taken. If this w~s lr.tended to foreEtall action, 
then reasons would be found to forestall further action later on. What tl0W reve­
lations did' wo expect from these communications. We knew whnt Dr/lag.ms: si:.P.nd 
was. Ichud was not a new movement- it was a new name. It was a move~en~ w~ich, 
at the most critical juncture in our history, ias organized to scuttle the Zionist 
Organization and undermine prestige of the Jewish .ti.gency. There we.s :m o:'ficial 
report of the ~ecting held in Palestine at which the delegates presen~ w~re com­
mitted to a definite program - there wa.s no denial of such a meeting or of that 
program. We here have a responsibility as leaders in ~merican Zionisill- and if 
after three meetings on this matter we are afraid to pass a resolution that wonld 
reject a movement the.t runs counter to the fundamentals of 21.onism, and W:hi:::~: ~-s 
headed by a man who occupies a responsible position in Zionist institutions- then 
we should dissolve our orge.nization. We pass beautiful resolutions at conventiom 
hut when we come to apnly thesE to specific matters we find reasons for not 
taking action. 

Dr. Silver said he believed we must speak frankly. We are either for a 
Jewish State or not for it. We are for a bi-national state or not for it. We 
cannot make one statement mean two things. There is only one Zionist movement 
left outside of Palestine, and that was right here. If we dd not accept the 
responsibility in these times to scotch when we can, every movement against 
our movement, we were not worthy of holding the position we now occupied. The 
~chud was a definite challenge to our movement- it ignored the Zionists of 
~merica and went against the Jewish ~gency. It was to have been expected that 
Miss Szold would first turn to friends in 11.merica before joining, and ask how it 
would affect Zionists in America- how it would affect high public opinion here. 
That had not been done. He urged that either no resolution at all be passed- or 
else we pass a resolution tonight with clarity and courage. 

The chairman then presented the three proposales to be voted on: 

1. Proposal that no resolution at all be adopted. 

2. Substitute resolution submitted by Mr. Szold. 

Original resolution 

The vote was as follows• 

submitted on behalf of the Office Committee 
(subject to editing). 

1.- 6 in favori 10 opposed to tabling resolution 

2. - 6 in favor; 9 opposed. Substitute resolution negatived. 

3.- 9 i.n favor; 10 opposed. Original resolution negatived. 

The chairman again emphasized that the whole matter would be given renewed 
consideration following the receipt of communications awaited from ~alestine. 



Mr.Lipsky then raised the question of the internal functioning of the 
Emergency Uommittee. He pointed out that at the time the constitution was adopted 
the members were urged to vote as individuals- however it now appears that on 
impor,~·-ant issues members come 11undcr instructions1f and vital questions that come 
up are faced with 11bloc· voteli. 11 This makes it impossible to establish the 
authority of the Committee and its good standing in public opinion. He realized 
it night not be possible to achieve ~0~~1 0 ~ 0 h~rm0ny~ but oembers shouln no~ 
arrive bound by the votes of bodias -..:hi-Ji:1 !13.vo !lO G purticipated. in 01.,;.r d.iscussion t: 
and to whom we had not the opportunity of rwescmting our vi.ows~ 

Mrs. Pool pointed out that this was the first occasion on which Hndes~a~ h~d 
so bound its members. For reasons alr8ady explained they felt that tho circum­
stances here were exceptional. It must be recorded too that there were 0ccE· s :r.ons 
on which other bodies had wought to act as blocs in the committee. ~rs. Fool 
referred also to the desirability of representation of the grou~s on the brsir o~ 
the number of their Shekel payers. 

Dr. Goldmann pointed out that as long as the imergency Committee was a 
federated body of four autonomous groups it might not be possible to prev0nt one 
party from binding its members on certain action. Referring to the resolution it•­
self, Dr. Goldmann stated thet the action at this meeting was unfortunate because 
it would create the impression that the Oommittee had decided not to say anj[thing 
about the Ichud, which was not the intention of those prasent. He suggested there­
fore that a statement be issued to the Yiddish press exp+aining that the Committee 
had discussed the matter but had decided to wait for full information from 
Palestine (Miss ~zold) before makihg any definite statenent. 

Dr. Silver referr0d to previous instances in which the comnittee should have 
taken action and failed to do so because of its failure to act as a unified body. 
Unless this could ba remedied it would lead to the disinte~rntion of the committee 

No vote was taken on the question of issuing a statement to the press. 

The oeating adjoUXUBd at 11130 p.m. 

arthur Lourie, 
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AMERICJ..N ~MERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 
• .I 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date September 17, 1943 

From ,Abram S. Magida 

I regret exceedingly that because of the pressure of activities incident to the 
.American Jewish Conference and Convention of the Zionist Organization of .America, 
as well as the effort to keep up with routine work in the office, it has not been 
possible to prepare 1mtil no~ the memorandum which you requested. 

In this memorandum I have avoided any reference to my personal relationship to any 
phase of the work of the Emergency Committee, as that is a matter for your decision 
as part of any general determination as to the size of our staff and the scope of 
the work ~hich will be undertaken. However, I do cish to point out that it is of 
greatest importance to maintain a direct relationship with the .American Palestine 
Committee, with the Christian Council on Palestine, and to establish a direct 
relationship between this 'office and the communities throughout the country in order 
to make our work more effective . This is a task that requires organization and 
personal contact. As matters stand now, I am the only one in the office familiar 
with the processes involved in reaching those people who are in a position to be 
helpful to us in setting up the necessary organization. 

,=-------------~~~ 



AMERICA~ EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 

MEMORANDUM 
To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

From Abram S. Magid.a 

Date September 17, 1943 

Personal and Confidential 

SUBJECT: The Scope of .Activities for the Emergency Committee 

As I view it, the wrk of the :Emergency OoillI!littee falls into the following categories, 
all of which must be completely integrated and coordinated: 

Political 
Press and Publicity 
Public Relations 
Research 
Publication and Information 

This memorandum will avoid discussion of details as these are matters for further 
consideration after the general lines of policy are determined. 

Political Affairs 

For the present, our political "endziel11 has been clearly defined. The so-called 
:Biltmore Program, accepted in Jerusalem as well as by our people in England, South 
Africa, Australia and Canada, has been completely endorsed by the .American Jewish 
Conference, a.nd reiterated by the 46th Annual Convention of the Zionist Organization 
of .America. The problem now is to meet whatever special political situations may 
arise from time to time, to secure the abrogation of the White Paper and the approval 
of the goverrnnents in Washington and elsewhere of the Col!lfilonwealth idea. Towards 
the latter end it is important to consider very soon the advisability of pressing 
for some xpress on y ~';) Already Senator Van Nu.ya of ·Indiana has stated 
that he is w lling o E!I)~resolution calling for the establishment of a Jewish 
Commonwealth. It would, in my opinion, be futile to ask Senator Van Neys or anyone 
else to sponsor such a resolution unless we secured in advance pledges of support 
from such -people as Senators Wagner and McNarv ( the heads of the .American Palestine 
Oormnittee), the Chairman of the Senate Foreign :3.elations Committee, the Majority 
and Minority Leaders in the Senate, and perhaps also in the House, as well as a 
number of other leading members of both houses of Congress. In this connection we 
ought to keep in mind the opportunities that present themselves in a national 
election year. 

In a recent conversation Congressman Emanuel Celler told me he is most anxious to 
helu in an effort to bring together a considerable number of Congressmen to acquaint 
them with our situation and to prepare them to take the lead in our behalf when 
necessity arises. Regardless of whether Mr. Cellar is exactly the right person to do 
this, the idea is important. It should receive careful consideration. 
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Public Relations 

In this area there are a number of fields of activity. Our efforts in some of 
these must be expanded and others we should explore as promptly as possible. 

(A) We need to eX_!)and the .American Palestine Co::nmittee and the Christian Council 
on Palestine, and we must see to it that these bodies become more effective 
instramen~alities in our immediate political tasks. 

1: The .American Palestine Conn:nittee which now includes about 1100 members, 
should have an executive COI!llllittee which can be made the working body for the 
organization. We should cultivate personal relationships with as many members as 
may be considered advisable and get them to speak and write in our behalf. We 
should plan an early function (perhaps between Thanksgiving and the Christmas 
holidays, if the general situation is:favorable) in Washington which ought to be 
built up around the theme of abrogating the White Paper, or if we decide upon 
pressing for a congressional resolution, the theme might very well be "the post-war 
period in particular relation to Palestine." In either case we could get in plenty 
of good propaganda for the Jewish Commonwealth idea. In this connection it may be 
recalled that the first dinner (1941) of the A~erica.n Palestine Committee was 
devoted to organization, and t11e second ( 1942) to the United Nations theme. Plans 
that had been prepared for a conference Emd dinner in Washington last May had to be 
cancelled at the request of Senator Wagner who considered it inadvisable to hold 
such a function at that time. 

II: The Christian Council on Palestine is growing steadily and now has about 
1000 members. I am almost in daily touch with Dr. Atkinson, its Chairman, and 
Dr. Voss, its Executive Secretary, and our relationships are most cordial. In 
conjunction with the Church Peace Union, the Council is planning a series of 
institutes in Detroit, Chicago, Denver, Boston, New Orlee.n.s, San Francisco, and 
a number of other places, on the general theme 11 '\'l"in the War and Win the Peace". 
In each institute the Palestine problem will occupy a ver:y prominent place on the 
agenda. We should have one of our spokesmen participate in each of these institutes, 
the first of Tihich will be held in Detroit beginning October 11th. I have already 
asked Rabbis Fram and Adler of Detroit to cooperate behind the scenes with Dr. Voss 
in the organization of the institute. Those clergymen uho are alread..v members of 
the Council and v:ho live vrithin a radius of 100 miles or so from the scene of these 
gatherings will be invited to attend. Hov,ever, we should explore other methods 
for making the Council more effective, bearing in mind the fact that the Council 
officers are determined to do their or,n experimenting. 

(B) We need to get closer to academicians, particularly in the fields of history, 
government, political science, etc. Very few of them are thoroughly conversant Tiith 
our viewpoint. Most of them have long ago made up their minds that Pc1,lestine presents 
a very perplexing problem ann so have avoided it like the very plague, or else have 
decided that in the fullness of time tte problem ~ill solve itself and so they have 
divorced themselves from any serious consideration of it. Many of them unfortunately 
have taken a definite stand against us on various grounds. There is much work to be 
done in this e..rea. 
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(O) We should make a careful check of the many national and local post-war 
study groups and uork out methods through which our people, either nationally 
or locally, may be enabled to make an impress on the course of thinking of such 
grouns. 

(D) We should continue the effort to secure the ad.option of a~propriate reso­
lutions by State Legislatures. TvTelve states have already acted in recent months. 
Action is now pending in Nev, Jersey, and in addition Massachusetts has spoken 
four times (the last time in 1939). This office must serve as the motivating force 
to secure the cooperation of local groups to carcy the \'Tork through to successful 
completion. 

(E) In order to carrJ on our work more effectively we must be in continuous 
communication uith Zionists everywhere, but more especially in the fifty to 
seventy-five larger cities in the country. We must impress upon them the necessity 
for engaging in various forms of public relations activities (cultivating 
congressmen and other public officials, newspapers, radio stations, etc. etc.). 
The sentiment at the recent Zionist Convention indicated clearly that the Energency 
Col!lI:littee must take the lead in this work. We should be able to use the machinery 
of the ZOA and the other constituent bodies of the Emergency Co:nnittee, but the 
policy as to the relationship between the Emergency Committee, the national 
headquarters of the constituent bodies and the local groups of Zionists needs to be 
more clearly defined than it is at ~resent. Whatever that policy may eventually 
be, we should certainly arrange to be present at every regional conference in the 
coming months in order to supply the necessary impetus to get the Zionists to 
think more seriously of the vital importance of this task. 

Press and Publicit~ 

We need to widen the scope of our work in this field as well. We must get more of 
our story into the daily newspapers, the Anglo-Jewish press, periodicals of general 
interest, etc. We must arrange for more radio programs. We should try to establish 
the necessary contacts for the production and distribution of films that are designed 
to meet the taste of the .American public as well as to tell our story more effective­
ly than does the great buL~ of material now available. We should make a more 
concerted effort to reach the church press (perhaps primarily through the Christian 
Council), the labor press, etc. Above all, we must devote ourselves to the business 
of finding writers who uill prepare the necessary articles, stories, essays, etc. 

Research 

There is now no one on our staff with time enough to engage in the research, 
collation and proper presentation of all the material on which questions come to 
us day in and day out. I refer to such general subjects as the current economic, 
agricultural and industrial conditions in Palestine, the background and current 
status of Arab-Jewish relations, governmental documents, etc., etc. A well trained 
research worker could dig out a great deal of the material which is now available 
and which could be put to use as the basis of a great many publications, as well 
as provide the nece~sary data for governo.ent officials in i7ashington and others, 
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some of whom turn to us with all sorts of queries and others who should be supplied 
with such data and which we cannot now furnish except in an haphazard manner simply 
because we lack the manpower to do the job as it should be done. 

Publications 

We recently decided to issue a semi-monthly eight page bulletin under the title 
"Palestine", designed primarily to convey information to non-Jews. The first issue 
was originally scheduled for publication about the first of October, but this will 
probably be delayed. The first mailing is to consist of about 10,000 copies. I 
believe that if the publication is made attractive enough it should eventually 
be distributed among a total of 50,000 people, such as important federal and 
state government officials, newspaper men, clergymen, etc. etc. 

In addition to this, we should work out a program of the kind of brochures, 
pamphlets, books and other material that should be published under the imprimatur 
of the Emergency Committee or otherwise, and arrange a schedule so that the 
publications will appear at such ti~es as will be most advantageous to our cause. 
The publication in itself is obviously insufficient. It is necessary to give 
the task constant attention in order to make sure that whatever publications 
we may issue should be properly distributed. 

Wnat I have stated above is by way of mere suggestion as to the scope 
of the work of the Emergency Committee. Obviously a full implementation of these 
suggestions will entail a much larger bud.get and a much larger staff than that 
which is now available. But in my hunble opinion the crystallization of .American 
public opinion in our favor is a task that is worthy' of the be~t abilities that 
can be mustered for it, and all the funds that can be found for its implementation. 

ASU:IM 
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Mr . Joel Gross 
744 Broad Street 
Ne rk, N.J. 

M dear Joela 

September 24, 1945 

A copy of the letter \thich you for rded to ise, ith 
reference to your resir?nation as a member of the ,idmi,niotrative 
Committee of the UPA and the ~xecutive Couuttee of- the JDC, 
ret.chad me. I fully Wlderstuud the reusona which rom;,ted your 
actions &nd I aure our ,•ishsa will be complied , ith. F.o ever 
I must any that soms oft e fo er neutr 1 members ot tla ~110~ tions 
CoI:llllittee 1era mem~ers, I bellevo, or one ~the other bodies and 
did not feel called upon to rcsib'Il; nor d d anyone sug~est the 
impropriety oft e~r r8'001ll1.ng on the llocutions Co;;:mittea. 

I run sorr th.it I did not uve tl lwlce to talk to you 
in Columbus. B,f the tim I ot t rough i th some of the "f)reJsing 
business" in hich I us involved,. you lia l left. I s very anxious 
to ta.l.k to you o.bout the re-organizution o. f the Eraer eucy Go--iai ttee / 
which I began last Mondny. The old ayste:n 11ill be scrapped . )( ,. n ber 
of important committees of com.etent poople, each ~eaded off bJ a 
responsible c air an, and ch given maximum utonomy to c rx-J on 
his work and to explore new avenues and ne ,rojects, vlll be 
ap_,ointed, and each comi:rl.t'tee will be iven a. .:-ul t e executive 
to c rr · out i"ts ,:>roeram. X The entire work m.ll be coorcu.r~ tad in an 
dministrative sen e b::,. an executive director. I m happy to tell yo 

th t • Henry ontor was elected unanimously to the ;ost of executive 
director. His bilities and energies ill now be t the dis~osal of 
this moat 1.mpor¼llt service. I am ost anxious th~t you should 4 ke the 
committee on Cot:.munity Cont cts concernin ,,ilo e orlC I spoke to you -
in any .ays· the mot important ranch of our ork - con ctin3 w th 
important f)eople all over t e country and er tit1 in ach stute or 
region a committee of in.1.luer,tial .:nen .. i.o ... ,e C4?1 use to champion 
our cause . 'ie . e c stinJ bout for some outst ndin., ~· rson , o 
would, under your chairmanship, evote full time to this wor~. 
Perhi:1.ps you cun reco end such o. :')arson . The n e of hbi Leon 

/I . Feuer, of Toledo, h s been mentioned in this CDnnection - a 
v r · gifted young n, th. uthor, yo will recall., of th ,t SJlendid 
b.ok, "r,hy A J wish ot,"te" . 
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Ur. J oel Gross oeptember 24, 1943 

You 1 ve received word by now, I am sure, of our f o.ilure to 
a..,ree ith the JDC people on the distribution of funds . After a 
c a-eful study of the f inanc · ~1 s .... te:ne:.1t hich the JDC people 
submitted, e felt justified in a kir g for eighty percent or 
t e funds . ~e asked for seventy. The JDC people at first stated 
that they had no counter .,>royosal to make, but finally suggested thc.t 
the figure of last ye r be used - that is, thirty-el ht percent 
for the UPA. It became clear thl:lt we were too far afit,ld · to come 
to an a ree ent. You ~ill, ~ourself, ~ve an o>~ortunity to study 
the JDC financial statement. Confidentially, I have never seen 
one tt.ut .!.s so shame essly padded as that one, - huge SU!lls a.r ed 
as con~it~-nts und c~ ried as act al expenditures although th9y 
have no r-:a.y of .mowing ho much of j.he cowmi tments hu.ve actually been 
used up, huge sums set usida as one-time rW1ts which can not possibly 
be ex~an ed this ye r or even next .:ax-, $600,000 set si1e s 
a ref)erve and '340,00') set aside to u a up for a nest eGg ot 
surpluses of the la.st five ./ears, • hi:;h preswna.bly lms bHen s~ent. 
A."ld l¼ l.1 t.'1-iis in tl. •'l ff .~e of vo, 100,000 in Ci ov nr.1en t Bonds and 
cash in the bunks. 

W an e callod o.ttenti n to the fact thut t ey h ve not only 
covered evory possible ex.enditure and co:runitmclnt or ilieira ith hard 
cash, while the Je .:.ah .,,Yl't!\Sk- in Palestine is l boring under the 
burden of an e.ccumulutai°o?-over 09,000,000 hich should in part, 
at least, ba li iuidhted, the answer w s tl.-1 t the ,Jewish National Fum 
has rea.t assets in landH .2en ,e told them that this land does 
not reJre ent an investment, but n ex~enditure, thti.t it is not an 
asset which CSJ: be converted intol capital, thut it can not be sold 
or alienated, ;e drew a blank. . e made no progress either 1l1en we 
told them that a dollar s. nt by the JDC today in almost ev r--~ purt of the 
world .has as much or more value than it had lailt year, ~hereas in the 
case of Palestine the cost f living has gone u~ so &hart)ly th t the 
purchasing o er of the dollar is forty-five ;)ercent of w:.at it was 
la.sty ar. 

It now remains for the Allocations Co:-..mittee to determine 
whether our re~uest for seventy ~ercent of the funds is justified 
or not. Neither •r. Goldw~sser nor ~r. Levy, the JDC represent tives, 
seemed to be well- informed concernin~ t eir om financial st te ent, 
and were r ther confused when we brou0 ht out some of the facts 
above mentioned. 

'-'ome good friend ought to tell the JDC tut it would be f.,,.r 
smarter on their ?art not to ave t,eir financial statement 
scientifically nnalyzad ta full meetin, and th tit would be 
very ~esirable, from th~ir ~oint of view, and~ th an eye to tbe 1944 
campaign, that a •uick ar.d satisfactory rea ent be ra ched between 
them and the OPA. 

' 
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• Joel Grose September 24, 1945 

M,.y I also suggest that as chairman ot the lloc tions 
Colil!lit tee, you should re"lu et t:;e rms to s bmi t a r1nancial 
stalement for tbe yeur. Vlllile they are not ~skin for any 
t.Uocu.tions, it w s part r£ the ee. nt that each of the 

~neficiaries of the campaign would submit at nancial atateJnent. 
I am under the impre..-.sion t t the NRS, too, hl:46 ore money t~an 
it can spen4 . 

,ii th all ocd iehee to you and Terr.I' in hich V~•ginia 
joins e, I omain 

Ver~ cordi 11.y y urs, 

AHS:BK 



From letter by Dr. Silver to Em~nuel Neumann 
September 28, 1943 

~ 

11 I am somewhat concerned with Nahum Goldmann's over­
zealousness in contacting people. Before I can get around to it, I 
am confronted with a fai t accompli. He has been there. He has seen 
the person. And t :1ere you are. He has been interpreting his role as 
rJpresent .tive of the Jewish Agency in such a way as to cover 
practically the entire American political scene as far as the Emergency 
Committee is concerned. This is an impossible situ&tion. (r will have 
occasion to meet with him n xt Tuesday when we will have to hl-t.ve o. 

show-down on this matter." 

From letter addressed to Stephen Wise by 
"')~J\ Dr. Silver - Febr ·ry 12, 1944 

me that Nahum Goldmann h&d carri,d on negotiations with him in the 
name of the Zionist Emergency Cothicil and had agreed to this joint 
delegation, and tn---t he, Judge R had assumed right along that the 
arrange~ent would be satisfactor to us. This is another of the 
by-products of the very nnfortunfite conditions which exist by having 
two political bodies carrying onf w<r:k in "ashington. I am convinced 
more than ever that the politic bureau of the Jewish Agency should 
be closed or that its work be r stricted entirely to Latin-American 
affairs, else we will be gettin into one morass after another. 11

• 

"Judge R. Told me that he w s not aware thu.t the President 
had any important annonncement o ma~e or that a discussion about 
Palestine had .entered any final/ stage. 11 
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FOR THE DEFENSE AND UPBUILDING OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYEso:o) and JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 

41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK CITY Telephone: MUrray Hill 2-3320 Cable Address - Palfund 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

• 
Honorary Chairmen 

Albert Einstein 
Solomon Goldman 
Julian W. Mack 
Henry Monsky 
Nathan Straus 
Henriette Szold 

National Chairman 
Abbe Hillel Silver 

National Co-Chairmen 

Stephen S. Wise 
Chairman, 
Administrative Committee 

Louis Lipsky 
Chairman, 
Executive Committee 

Israel Goldstein 
Louis E. Levinthal 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt 
Morris Rpthenberg 

Treasurer 
Charles J. Rosenbloom 

Associate Treasurers 
Abraham Goodman 
Abraham L. Liebovitz 
Jacob Sincoff 

Vice-Chairmen 
Barnett R. Brickner 
Leon Gellman 
James G. Heller 
Edmund I. Kaufmann 
Harry A. Pine 
Charles Ress 
Elihu D. Stone 
Robert S,old 
Joe Weingarten 
Herman Weisman 
David Wertheim 

Executive Director 
Henry Montor 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

September 28, 1943 

You will recall my reference to Nathan Straus. Samu.el 
:Blitz, who has offered his effective help in New York City, 
advises me tba t he met w1 th Straus over the week-end and Mr. 
Straus is extremely anxious to help. He feels very keenly on 
the White Paper and he wants to do everything in his power 
to help avert it. 

He expressed himself as most pleased that you had ac­
cepted the Chairmanship of the Emergency Committee and feels 
that under your leadership a fine job can be done. He has 
volunteered his services in any capacity in which he can 
serve, with a title or without a title, as long as there is 
a job to be assigned to him. 

On the subject of his being Chairman of the Radio Committee, 
he :feels that it would be presumptuous of him to take such a 
title. He has just come into the radio business and he feels 
that it would not look well for him immediately to set himself 
u;p as a radio expert. However. he points to his ver7 close 
relationship to a number of important figures in whom 70u are 
interested and places himself completely at your disposal. 

HM::BG 
Enc. 

I would suggest the attached letter to him. 

With kindest regards, I am 

enry Montor 
Executive Director 



FOR THE ~FENSE AND UPBUlLDING OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) and JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 

41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK CITY 17 • Telephone: MUrray Hill 2-3320 Cable Address - Palfund 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

September 29. 1943 

NATIONAL OFFICERS Cleveland. Ohio 
• 

Honorary Chairmen 
Albert Einstein 
Solomon Goldman 
Julian W. Mack 
Henry Monsky 
Nathan Straus 
Henrietta Szold 

National Chairman 
Abba Hillel Silver 

National Co-Chairmen 

Stephen S. Wise 
Chairman, 
Administrative Committee 

Louis Lipsky 
Chairman 1 

Executive Committee 

Israel Goldstein 
Louis E. Levinthal 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt 
Morris Rothenberg 

Treasurer 
Charles J. Rosenbloom 

Assoc:iate Treasurers 
Abraham Goodman 
Abraham L. Liebovitz 
Jacob Sincoff 

Vic:e-Chairmen 
Barnett R. Brickner 
Leon Gellman 
James G. Heller 
Edmund I. Kaufmann 
Harry A. Pine 
Charles Ress 
Elihu D. Stone 
Robert Szold 
Joe Weingarten 
Herman Weisman 
David Wertheim 

Exec:utive Direc:tor 
Henry Montor 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of September 28th. 
The changes which you suggest are being incorporated in the new 
lists. There seems to be a general feeling that Mrs. Halprin is a 
much more flexible person, able to adjust herself to circumstances. 
But I assume that the change which you suggest is based on more 
familiar knowledge of the a1tributes of each. 

I have plans to see a number of the people you have mentioned. 
The intervention of the holicucy- period wrecks my hopes to dispose of 
these exploratory meetings by the time of the next session of the 
Emergency Committee. 

There are several matters oli which I would like to make observ­
ations at this time: 

(1) I note that Mr. l!lmanuel Neumann has had 11 some informal talks 
with Peter Berkson". You will recall that during my visit to Cleveland 
I suggested the possibility of my making a contact with that gentleman. 
and you then indicated that in my first conversation it might be de­
sirable for the two of us to come to Cleveland to go into the situation 
thoroughly. The Zionist movement is a democratic one, and everyone 
has a right to have as many conversations with as many people as he 
chooses; but it seems to me that restraint with regard to exploratory 
discussions should be exercised by Mr. Emanuel Neumann as well as by 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann. I do not think it is necessary for me to discover 
for Mr. Emanuel Neumann what Mr. :Berkson1 s views are. If I em to be 
Executive Director of the Emergency Committee, I must become acquainted 
at first hand with the position of a group with which we plan to 
discuss coordination of activities. 

(2) I continue to be deeply distressed by the approach to the 
Emergency Committee problem which would tend to present the budget in 
fragments rather than as a whole. Y0 ur election to the political 
leadership of the Zionist movement in .America was hailed everywhere 
as the augury of a bold approach to Zionist political problems. If 
the members of the Emergency Committee are not prepared to assent to 
a $500,000 program when you first take office and when the first flush 
of enthusiasm is still notiCEBble, it is doubtful whether assent can 
be secu.red to this type of program by slow stages subsequently. 

My reason for bringing up this matter is a conversation I had 
today with Dr. Israel Goldstein. He said that during his recent 
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meeting with you there had been a discussion of the framework of proposed 
expenditures by the Emergency Com.~ittee. The sum of $250,000 was mentioned. 
It was his view that some of this should be assigned to the Z.O.A., to whom 
a special pi:ece of work should be "farmed out 11 • I recall your ha.v:ing 
spoken to me of this in Cleveland. To my mind a $250,000 program will 
stultify our planning from the beginning. It is not so much the exact 
amount of money that is involved, but the creation of an atmosphere where 
the effort seems to be directed at saving money rather than doing a total 
job. 

I should like you to look at this problem for a moment from my 
point of view. I am going into a job which is distasteful to me from many 
points of view. I am doing it as a matter of Zionist discipl!De. Perhaps 
I am not qualified for it, but I do have certain ideas as to how the 
Emergency Coiantittee job •hou.ld be done. There is no point in my leaving the 
U.P.A., even temporarily, if the ideas with which I approach this problem 
are not to be p~rt of the machinery. I am not concerned with the formulation 
of policy. That is the responsibility of the total Emergency Committee. :But 
I am concerned with the technical effectuation of such policies as a.re 
-adopted. I have indicated to yo~ through the submission of a detailed budget 
how I think: the Emergency Committee can make itself felt on the American 
scene. I do not relish the thought that in the months to come I shall have 
to fight from time to time with one committee after an.other to get an 
additional few thousand dollars to run one project or another. It will 
just be a waste of my time when I should be giving that time fully to the 
multitude of daily duties that will arise within the Emergency Committee. 

The purpose of this note is to urge that the framework of the program 
in terms of finances and of activities should be discussed promptly with 
the Emergency Committee. I feel so strongly on this subject that I believe 
I ought not to go into the Emergency Committee unless the Emergency Committee 
understands in advance that it is not hiring an office manager, but someone 
who has in mind the utilization of his skills and contacts for an efficient 
program of public relations. 

· (3) I want to call your attention to the fact that I have not yet 
physically transferred to the Emergency Committee. I am trying to dispose 
of the outstanding items affecting the U.J.A. and the U.P.A. There are a 
n~ber of things happening within the Emergency Committee to which objection 
might be offered, but it would be unfair on my part to make any critical 
observations with respect to the operation of the Emergency Committee when 
I am not personally present to attempt to improve upon conditions. I make 
this point solely because in the next ten days or so there may still be a 
sense of overlapping and disorganization in the Emergency Committee. 

I think you know that I want to do a good job, but I must have the 
conditions which will enable me to do so, otherwise I will be useless to 
the Emergency Committee and to myself. 

With warmest regards, I am 
Cordially yours, 

~ 
Henry Montor 

ID-1:FE Ex:ecutive Director 
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October l, 1945 

than 
~tr uet, Inc. 

Sixth ven 18th Street 

de r Llr. Str USS 

ithin t eks I h v cc ted t 
of the Executive Co ttee of the mcrican Zionist er ency Council. 
I v not yet h d an 
and of communicating 
ruid couns l I c0Ut1t f 
or tho u on ho I 
is your lf. 

o :>ortunlty f c mpleti .ropos ls for ction 
1th t ev ral leaders upon w os cooper tion 

t active prosecution of our ork. One 
ve ·b en countinz os t tron fr the beginninQ 

• uel Blitz has told me of our desire to be of service. 
Knowin your ep devotion to t Zionist cause and your insi ht into 
public affairs, I kn thQt ou c be of et help in the situation 
w ich confronts us. 

The interve.tion r the High Holid 
y time continuously in Ne Yor t t1is 

e prevents e fr s >ending 
riod, ltho h I plan 

sub e u tly to be th re re t part of t e time. 
I 

In the eantim, I am skin r. Henry I hnve 
e leav of bs nee fro t Uni s 1, to 

beeo ive Director of the Emer ency Council, t you 
s t y ve you in so e detail the lens hich n mind 
and t ys whereby your on gre t usefuln s can be most 

I 
vant y ?loyed. 

,/ 
, I loo or rd ith rat de 1 of plea ur t o seei.nc ou nd 

spending t ith y u upon y next visit to e York. It i a source 
~r deep enc ur 6e ent to kno th t I y h ve the benefit of your help. 

j 
'f 

;AHSaBK 

i th ver , best dshes to y u und yours for t .e Ne Ye r:, I am 

V r cordi Uy yo..irs, A ~ <;;: 



Dear Dr. Silver: 

3338-210th St. 
Bayside, Long Island 

Since talking to you at your home on Friday night, my mind has been 
in a. turmoil. There were so many obstacles, real or imaginary, that I had 
to overcome in my own mind in order to reach an affirmative decision on 
your very gracious invitation to work with you. My mind is now fully 
made up and, although for personal reasons I know it would be far more 
comfortable not to do the job, I am ready to go ahead with you. 

But in undertaking the Emergency Committee job I want to be sure 
that it will be possible for me to be effective. As I see it at this 
time, it will not only be a hard job but one of immense proportions. I 
visualize it perhaps on a scale not thought of by others who have 
dealt with it. To me the same kind of work that must be done to put 
over the Polish government, the Czech government or any other of the 
governments-in-exile must be done for Palestine at this time. There 
is a difference, howevar -- that it is much harder for Palestine. I 
have been thinking of the general budget. The sum of $200,000 is total­
ly inadequate. We must spend from $500,000 to $1,000,000. The money 
can be gotten. Unless it is visualized in these terms my association 
with the Emergency Committee will merely mean a sense of frustration 
for me -- but, far more i~portant, a waste of the smaller resources 
that would otherwise be spent. 

I understand that there is to be a meeting of the Emergency 
Committee on Monday: one session at 4 P.M., the other in the evening. 
In the event that you propose to present my name at either one of 
these occasions, here is what I would like to ask; 

(1) That my salary be $15,000. 

(2) It would be advisable from my point of view, as well as 
yours I think, that before an actual vote is taken on your recom.-nenda­
tion that I speak briefly to the coIImlittee: outlining my conception 
of the work and the scope of authority I expect to have. (I shall 
expect the resignation of everybody who doesn't fit into the pic­
ture, insofar as the staff is concerned) The Emergency Committee 
had better know in advance what it is committing itself to. It will 
make the work later on much easier. 

With warmest regards, I am 
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October , 1 5 

ir . Henry 
A~er:c~n ergency o~tt e f r ~ionist f i 
4 w.,t 4 n° St. 
New Yor1 , N.Y. 

T t w;;:.s ao job done t t.11e ,.1 · ot 1.t ommi t ee , an I am ver. 
'h t BOO , 000 wac indfall, n :! I think much ?eli 0 hted with the re ults . 

th t my an l y i of the J C Fin ciul St..itement on ~ uy aft r noon had a 
little to o the r esults . 
funds to op ith d -i 

I 
case and the .1ich y 
fin nc l stat .. cnt ite ei'.i.o 

· t y, 1"' lestine v,i llhve ore 
. r . 

ou r:- esented our 
tions ~ring o our 
ve the e s .. ion t . ...::.t 

c •, c . "ou re udiuted ver~,-ou finhncial stat 
one f t hv insin, t 
treasurer o the J e 
~n·ch they SU ,itted 

cts . er it 0 tlt ... t ou Li.re not t he 
0 enc , ..,.nd c • d nly inter;, et t he st .... tements 

to you, nd th .. t Jou re not a _Jrofessional pub ic 
ccountant, you di d n X4

~ o din Job • . 

The me~ting o the Emer Jenc 
off verv omoot ~ tis ·tor 
the c F,ir ,n o e :::uni 
on the r1e be ·t.1 . t 

Co i te _. yest rd :,• :'.'te.1..n on, ant 
i'leuse ... eet at t~ e , r foJt u.O- nt t h 

J dt ..,~t tion at o~ce, a r ee 
d uOt to '11 

to me nit 
to you th 1·ot oft 

·Gtio • 
ttees ich J ou submitted 

I enclosinJ h rewi th ~lso t he letter ...-hlc .... to be s ,nt to 
oeenblatt and "'oldstein r e ucst ·n.; he won • tri..nsle t e • 1er ,_.ency Co i t t ee . 

y send it ut in my nu e , and rot Rvseo bloom' 3 i na tu.re to i t . , oul d 
&lso su5'""'est tr. t you et i Rose bl oom at t ·le first o _;>,)O tuni ty , i-.n,i ,i t h 
tho ~ ai en of' tl ose co ittees of ,hich su sttLntial b ..,etary re 1uir •m nt a 
re i ndict.tad , i:,nd ..:;et p a en tive bu16et Ior the co in t ;clvo months 

to e t>r es nted, if . .Josoible , or a_:,prov.~l to the E erger.cy O- ittae <1t i t s 
nex eeting . e ought to asr ~'::>r c..}Jro r:iately a hal f t1i ion dolkr s incl usive 
of 1/,he 1G5, 0 lre .. d ullocc...ted . Ti.a · ensel increased inco e of t :1e OP 

ho1,1ld ~-e thi u pro rietion sitl.)le b::c us e it uld in no ~ inter e ·,1th 
t l-:te ·wrk in ~l stin • •h n J OU. h. •• ve '--Ur tentutive budget, · t miJht be udvis bl e 
for you 1:.illd ... o enbloom to have ... tc...lk it~1 Rosenbl ... t t , G?od •un , Go stein, e t c • 
.1nd et t ~. ir con ent t ., t he blldget . 
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~ontor - 2- October 6 , 1~45 

"ii.h ref ,rence t ,:, t he re. u~st of .::, uel Dickstein, I am returning 
his letter ,,i t .1 t '1e suggestion that you get in touch .:.th Dr . Stephen Wise 
und find out ·-;h ..• t he links cl.bout it and 11ith Dr . Jonah i'iise . I assume t hat 
a similar 1 tter hich as adri ressed to oe ut 34~ Madison Averue was a l s o 
addressed to Jonah Wise, and f> ~r hu s also to Rosen··ald . :Vh..ttever is done 
s ould be done concertedly . 

I hope th:.. t you :;ill arrange t be n ~;as. · n.J ton on .,, nday, October 11 
t o meet with Goldmann, Lips«y, ,7eisg 1 u.nd myself to talk over the ,:ashi ng ton 
Office oi' the Emer6ency Co1 mittee and the relation of t he Emergency Committee 
wit, t he Poli tic 1 Bur au of the l ~ency . leas e arrange o t :·:e m eting t 
one o ' clock for l cheon, us I have !i?l eleven o ' clock meeting i t h Bloom 
th1...t om • e could ht,ve :luncheon sent up to our offices in t he Dorchester 
House . 

..iith all ood wishes, I remain 

Vert e ordially J' ours, 

AHS:BK 

P .S. Please fol low up the t ~er of a · Resear ch Di rector and rt-time 
Director of i ublications. I should to get these t wo ositions 
filled definitel y. 



Sb ILAR LE 'l'ER i'rEl~ TO : , RS . DAV-D DE SOLA POOL , PRES ID ~T 
HA.DASS.AH 

MR. DAVID WERTHEI , SECRETARY 
POALE ZI ON- ZEIRE. ZION 

C O P Y 

.AMERICA.lf ZIONI ST ]MER ENCY COMM ITTEE 

41 East 42nd St fe et 
New York Ci t y 

Mr. Leon Gellman, Pres ident 
Mi zr achi Organization of America 
1133 Br oadway 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Gellman: 

Attached hereto is a copy of a let t er which we have addressed 
to Dr. Israel Goldstei n, Presidmt of the Zionist Organization of 
Amer ica. Its cont ent s describe the action to be initiat ed. We 
are confi dent t hat t he i zrac hi Organization of America will be 
r eady and eager t o cooper ate in t hi s undertaking. 

Presumably you w· 11 wish to communicate p romptly wi th your 
constituents t o advise t he m of t he act ion contemplated so t hat 
t hey may b e r eady to respo nd. 

As we have indicated in our letter to Dr. Gordst ei n , t he 
eff ici ent operation of this p roject wil l be greatly f acil itated 
i f you wil l r oute to t he Zi onist Emergency Council f or such 
act i on as may be required i n rela tion ther eto all correspondence 
that you may receive from your g roups in thi s connection. 

Cordially yours, 

Abba Hil l el Silver 
Chai rman of Executive Commit t ee 

Joel Gross 
AHS;JG: FE Chai rman of Coinmuni t y Contactc Committ ee 



C O P Y 

AMERICA.r ZIONIST El-ffiRGElWY C01, HTTEE 
41 Eas◄· 42 Street 

Dro Israel Gold.stein, President 
Zionist Organizat ion of America 
270 lest 89th Street 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Goldstein: 

New York City 
October 7, 1943 

In our view the eff ectiveness of the work of the Zionist Emergency Counci l wi+l depend 
in great mea sure on the extent of the participation by local commnnit ies in the undertakings 
of the Council. This is especially true in connection with activity which we des ire t o 
initiate immediatel to mobilize public opinion against the White Paper. 

May 1e, therefore, sugg4st that the Zionist Organization of Amerifa take the respons­
ibili t y of initiating the convening o~ meetings in each community for the purpose of creating 
a local sect i on of the American Zionist Emergency Counc i l. Our thought is t hat you coI!lll1unicate 
prompt ly with the Presidents of all Zionist Districts urging that each, in turn, get into touch 
with the officers of each of the other organizations represented national ly on the Emergency 
Council . The aim of the first meeting should be to crea te an ~ergency Council simila r in 
character and a im t o the national boy. The national office of the Emergency Council will 
then deal directly ·ith whatever person or persons are select ed to head the local :Fhergency 
Council . T);lis \•Jill facilitate action in the current political picture. 

We a re advi s ing the heads of Hadassah, Poale Zion and izrachi of t he contents of this 
letter so that they may apprise their Chapters and Branches of what is intended. In sug~esting 
that the Zioni st Organi zation take the initiative, we are merely trying to accelerate action, 
confident that all t he groups will be ready to cooperate. · 

There is no occasion f or our suggesting what type of leyter you wish to write . We believe, 
however, that it would be desi r able that the letter conta in at least t he follo~ i ng po int s : 

(l) To facilitate ~ol itical action on a national scale, it is urg ed that you col!UJU."licate 
promptly with the officers of Hadassah, Poale Zion and Mizrachi in your communi t y and s et up 
the framework of a Zionis t :Fhergency Co1L"lCil in which all will be represented; 

(2) The local Emer gency Council shou.1d have a small membershi9 of not more tha..."l ten or 
tw el ve , in or der to make it promptly responsive to whatever situation might arise. This 
% "' gency Council would serve to inform and stir:ru]a te t he membershi p of t he various organiza­
t ions through their own groupings; 

(3) Prompted by considerations of efficiency, and in order to avoid duplication, the local 
Eme~gency Council shoul d not have more than two offices for (a) a Chairman and (b) a Public 
Relati ons Chairman. When these persons have been selected, their names should be communicat ed 
to the American Zionist Emergency Council, 41 East 42nd Street, ew York City, which will be in 
further contact with them, to provide information and such direction a s may be r equired. 

Your early action in the above matter will be greatly appreciated. It would be most 
helpful if you would send us a copy of t he letter which you circul arize. In the event that 
further inf ormation on this subject is s ent to your office, it would be addit i onally valuable 
if your office would send us copies of such correspondence so t hat we may fol low t hrough. 

AHS;JG: FE 

( Signed) 

( Signed) 

Very cordially yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 
Chairman of Executive Committee 

Joel Gros s 
ghairman of Community Contacts Committee 
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, UNITED PAL STIU APPEAL 

41 Fast 42nd Street 
New York City 1 17 

ME _ORA N DUM 

To: Dr. Abba Hillel Si l ver 

From: ~r . Henry Montor 

October 7, 1943 

I attach herewith for your p ersonal and confidential information, 
a copy of a note which has reached me - not through the regular 
mails, however - from Leo Herrmann, Secretary of the Keren Hayesod 
in Jerusalem. The p roblem he describes is one of immense concern 
to every i ndividual in the United States 'Who has any relationship 
to the remittance of funds to Palestine, or the descrip tion of such 
remittances that may be forwarded to Palestine. 

I call t his to your attention even though it is a note of the most 
private character, because I am hopeful that it will influence your 
methods i n communicating with Jerusalem in the future should the need · 
arise for such communica tions either by cable or let ter. It is 
important to note not only that le tters be examined carefully in 
accordance with the principles established by Mr. Herrmann, but that 
any written or printed documents that may be sent to Palestine, should 
be carefully examined, so that our national institutions should not be 
subjected to embarrassment. 

HM:GG 
Encl. 
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.,0;TED PALESTINE APPEAL 
41 EAST 42nd STREET 

Note to: Mr . Henry Montor, United Palestine Appeal 
41 F.e.st 42nd Street, New York City 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Jerusalem , August 26, 1943 

We could have saved ourselves a good deal of correspondence, misunderstanding , delay 
and irritation if only I could have spoken to you, Jaffe, Blumenfeld, Martin Rosenbluth 
or Bernard Rosenblatt for half an hour during the past few years. True, a number of 
mutual friends have passed to and fro across the Atlantic, but they generally dealt in 
major policies and had neither the time nor the thoughts·to spare for the details which 
must, necessarily, take up a share of my attention from time to time . Let me, therefore, 
use this opportunity to clarify one or two points . 

Ey now the United States have been long enough in th war to enable you and other of 
our fr iends to understand some of the difficulties we re up against. A few weeks ago 
I sent you the text of a regulation issued by the Pal tine Controller of Finance. 
These , and pr eceding rules, have been issued without h concern for the special con-
ditions governing our work. The Keren Hayeso - as the KKL - is engaged in 
collecting funds all over the world, or at aJAt---.m:--.,.,,,. of the United 
Nations , for transmission to Palest ine. The Controller o ance is not interested 
·1n the manner in which we raise that mone • is not his t sk to help us achieve 
optimum results. He is solely concerne hat no money of ours should be spent 
abroad without his prior consent . It explain to him that money raised on 
our behalf , i.e., for us, in the Uni elsewhere, is so raised by independent 
committees of Jews not subject to P s , and that if these committees agree to 
abide by our instructions, it is by v their recognition that, as Zionists, they 
have to submit to the central Zionist a ities in Jerusalem. Even if the Controlle r 
of Finance personally realizes the differe between the moral and legal aspects gov-
erning the relations between --~ and ou ommittees abroad, the letter of the law 
compels him to put to us th o questions which make our correspondence with 
New York so difficult. An letters or cables do not fit into the frame-
work of legal terminology, t are being, hung up, intercep ted, or, aithe 
best, delayed, and that mer , or Bernard Rosenblatt, or Ja.ffe seek our 
approval for some item of ex e ~~~~ r. grant to be made in America; despite all pre-
vious experience and lanat s, ontroller of Finance still suspects that, by 
our approval of su--,..-....... enditure , we may be reducing the flow of dollars into the coffers 
of the Palestine English Treasury. Let me quote only on e r ecent example . 

r. Jaffe intend co, where he expects to raise a very considerable sum 
of oney for us. s t o send a telegram to Berna.rd osenblatt authorizing 
the Palestine Fou. a ____ a Inc. to pay him a definite sum of money to cover his 
travell ing expenses--""'-==--- exico . I need hardly say that the amount 
involved is negligible in comparison 1th the sums he eA":pects to raise . Nevertheles~, 
based on the letter of the law, the Controller of Finance refuses to pas s the cable we 
proposed to send. All he is repared to do is to authorize the e xpend.i ture covering 
the trip to Mexico; the money Mr . Jaffe will need for his stay ther e can only be fur­
nished by our opening an account with a Palestine :Bank which, i n its turn, •ill instruct 
its exican agent or repr esentative accordingly . Withal , even that amount has to be 
approved by the Controller of Finance . 

What I wish you and other friends to understand is that we have great difficulty in 
replying to cables or letters asking for our approval of payments made at your end, ir­
respective of their descrip tion, i.e. loans, grants, or anything else . Far better i f , 
in the case of payments or grants made by the UPA, the Palestine Fou.ndation Fund Inc. , 
or Messrs . Blumenfeld or Jaffe, you all are satisfied with a fonnal acknowledgment of 



I 
:; I 

.,..,UNITED PALEpTINE APPEAL 
' 41 EAST 42nd STREET -2-

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

such communication receive from you. That is the reason I have repeatedly asked you, 
Mr . Berna.rd Rosenblatt, Sarah Behrnan and i rtin Rosenbluth to refra in from sending us , 
or Mr . Kaplan, statements with covering letters giving details of :payments made II on 
behalf11 or "for t he debit of11 the KH or Jewish Agency in Jerusalem. We unders tand t he 
need for such payments on your part withou t further explanations , just when e receive 
the bare statements. 

The above naturally applies to all grants made in America by the Palestine Fourrlation 
Fund, Inc., to the office of essrs . Blumenfeld and Jaffe and its various officials, or 
any other persons. Of course, we are glad to know of such payments, but we should like 
the correspondence to be confined to bald statements · you, and other friends, can take 
our approval, or disap r oval, as the case may be, fo ranted wi thout expecting any 
lengthy communications on the sub j ect . 

This will als o help you to understand the cannot always credi t you in 
our books with cunts expended for us at yo u y rest assured that, in 
the end , full and due cons ideration will be given t o all payments , but neither you 
nor Mr. Rosenblatt should worry over temp o differences ween the .Amer ican and 
Jerusa l em accounts . The whole matter idiculous, because this cumbrous pr o-
cedure has been devised solely t o prot r · hts of the Palestinian and , resum-
ably, British Governments in propert ts of Pa.lestinian or British residents 
or institutions in Anerica . We hav ht to explain to our authorities that, 
legally speaking , funds collected f .e pass into our possessi on only when 
tramsferred to Palestine; the above ~, however , that this di f ference has not 
always been appreciated . 

I tried to explain this 
had a talk with you. 

Please convey the contents o 
BlumenfelQ and Jaffe 1s offi e 

o Mr . Bernard osenblat t and Messrs . 

L. H. 
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MINUTES OF A !tiEETING OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMHITTEE OF THE UNITED PALESTINE .APPEAL 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1943 at 12:30 P.M. 

HELD AT THE HOTEL BILTMORE, N:1'W YORK CITY 

PRESEN~: Stephens. Wise, presiding: Herman W. Bernstein, Philip S. Bernstein, 
Samuel Berson, Maurice M. Boukstein, h-braham H. Cohen, Sol Cohen, 
Joshua S. Epstein, Harry P. Fierst, Mendel N. Fisher, David Freiberger, 
Israel Goldstein, Abraham Goodman, Emanuel Greenberg, Joseph E. Grosberg, 
Isaac Hamlin, Herman Hollander, Abraham Krumbein, Israel H. Levinthal, 
Abraham L. Liebovitz, Irving D. Lipkowitz, Irving Miller, David Pinski, 
Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Hyman J. Reit, Sol Reiter, Louis Rimsky, 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Charles J. Rosenbloom, }:rs. Samuel J. Rosensohn, 
!,,rs. Dvorah Rothbard, Joseph Schlossberg, Max J. Schneider, Arthur I. 
Shain, Abba H:i.llel Silver, iviaxwell Silver, Mrs. Archibald Silverman, 
Robert Silverman, Jacob Sincoff, Ferdinand Sonneborn, Rudolf G. 
Sonneborn, Elihu D. Stone, Sigmund Thau, Harold M. Weinberg, Herman 
Weisman; 

Samuel Blitz, Kurt Blumenfeld, Josef Cohen, Nahum Goldmann, Mrs. David 
Greenberg, Leib Jaffe, Arthur Lourie, Henry Eontor, Martin Rosenbluth, 
Alex Rothenberg, Jesse Schwartz, Hyman Shulson, Meyer F. Steinglass, 
Meyer W. Weisgal. 

FINAlJCI.AL STATUS OF U.P.A. 

Mr. Charles J. Rosenbloom presented a report on the financial status of the U.P.A. 
(Appendix A). Mr. Rosenbloom also stated that $6,400,000 additional was expected 
to be distributed by the Allotment Conmittee of the 1943 Uni t ed Je11rish Appeal. The 
sessions were to start that afternoon and continue the next day. He expressed the 
view that this year the U.P.A. would get a better break in the division of the funds 
than it had in many years. 

The report was adopted as read. 

LEA VE OF ABSEllCE FOR HENRY MCNTOR 

Dr. Silver pointed out that in recent weeks he had accepted the new post in the 
Zionist movement of Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Emergency CoI!lI"littee 
as well as Co-Chairmanship of that body. He did so 11ri th the feeling that for the 
duration, the work of the Energency Con~ittee, charged with the prosecution of our 
political work in defense of our position in Palestine, is of paramount importance 
and should command the best everyone can give to the work at this time. The Emerg­
ency Co~mittee was being reorganized for nore effPctive service for the final attack. 
~ne Emergency Conmittee was greatly in need of the kind of administrative skill, 
energy and devotion that Mr. 'tfontor had given to the work of the U.P.A. these many 
years. The field had been canvassed. Other candidates had been sought. None had 
been found who would most satisfactorily meet the requirements of that position. 
Therefore, he had turned to Mr. ~·iontor and asked him to cone over for the duration 
to the Emergency Con~ittee and work with the group there. It is a full-time job for 
a nan to be doing all that the E:iergency Conmi ttee should be doing at this time. 
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Mr. Mentor was very reluctant to do it. But he finally understood and yielded to the 
inevitable. The Emergency Committee, conditional upon the U.P.A. granting him a 
leave of absence, had already elected him as its Executive Director. He was, there­
fore, asking that the Administrative Committee grant Mr. Mentor a leave of absence 
to the Emergency Committee for as long as the job will require - for the duration. 

In the meantime, Dr. Silver had canvassed the situation for someone to take Mr. 
Mentor's place. Mr. Mentor will not be completely disassociated from the work of 
the U.P.A. He will always be available for helpful guidance and all other services 
for which his particular help would be needed. It might be some time before someone 
could be found to take his place. For the time being and until permanent arrange­
ments might be made, he suggested that Mr. Robert Silverman who had been with the 
U.P.A. for many years and knows its activities thoroughly, and is a veteran campaign­
er, familiar with U.J.A. problems, should be asked to step in and carry on until 
permanent arrangements would be made for a successor to Mr. Mentor during his leave 
of absence. 

As far as the relationship to the U.J.A. is concerned, Dr. Silver would try to work 
out a similar arrangement there so that Mr. Mentor would not be completely cut off 
from his contacts with the U.J.A., because his experience there is invaluable and no 
new person can step in. He therefore asked for approval for a leave of absence for 
Mr. Mentor and for the temporary arrangement with reference to Mr. Silverman. 

The Chairman said that he felt just as Dr. Silver did about Mr. Mentor. All felt, 
he said, that Mr. Mentor would be immensely helpful to both himself and Dr. Silver 
in the Emergency Committee. 

Dr. Goldstein said that when the name of Mr. Monter was projected for the Emergency 
Committee work, those responsible for the U.P.A. in the Keren Hay~sod and Keren Kaye­
meth had begun to consider the problem. They too reluctantly came to the same con­
clusion reached by Drs. Silver and Wise. A number of people in the joint Keren 
Hayesod-Keren Kayemeth committee felt so convinced of Mr. Mentor's indispensability 
to the U.P.A. that they debated whf:ther it would be the wisest thing to permit ¥tr. 
Monter to leave the U.P.A, in order to serve the Emergency Committee. But good 
Zionists as they all are, they could come to one conclusion. He expressed the hope 
on behalf of the joint committee that Mr. Mentor's services in the Emergency Commit­
tee would be of the same high ealibre as they have been in the U.P.A. and that all 
would feel justified in making the sacrifice from the point of view of the U.P.A. 

It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that Mr. Henry Monter, Executive 
Director of the United Palestine Appeal, be granted a leave of absence for an in­
definite period to do work with the Zionist Emergency Committee. 

Discussion was given to the question of someone taking Mr. Mentor's place. Dr. 
Goldstein suggested that the joint Keren Hayesod-Keren Kayemeth committee would appre­
ciate the opportunity if action were postponed and there could be a further discus­
sion of the matter with Dr. Silver in the very near future. 

Dr. Silver did not feel that the appointment of an interim director came within the 
purview of the joint committee, It is a campaign post, an office filled by the 
U.P.A. Administrative Co~mittee and not the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth. It is 
unlike the position of the Chair~an of the U.P.A. who is selected by the K.H. and 
K.K. But when that is done, the U.F.A. selects its own adrninistr8.tive staff to carry 
on its work. He didn't think that precedents of this kind should be established. 
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Mr. Weisman asked who, under ordinary circumstances, would take Mr. MoJor I s place 
if he were away from the city. The answer was given: Robert Silverman. Mr. Weisman 
felt thc1.t automatically in Mr. Montor 1 s being given a leave of absence, Mr. Silverman 
would continue temporarily until a different selection were made. 

Mr. Montor said that he would very much feel that the services of one of the most 
devoted Zionist workers in the United States had been inadequately understood and 
appreciated if Mr. Silverman 1,,rere permitted to come into this position by a negative 
approach. He ought to point out that Mr. Silverman had been director of the U.P.A., 
had served at one time as Co-Director of the U.J.A, Above all titles, he has the 
int erests of Zionism and Palestine and the U~P.A. at heart in a way \thich no other 
person could surpass. He felt the Administrative Committee ought unanimously to 
accord. him at least this tribute of the temporary appointment. 

The Chairman felt it was a fine thing to make acknowledgment no\,r of Mr. Silverman I s 
devoted services for a whole generation and more to the Zionist cause. 

Dr. Silver's suggestion for the temporary appointment was put to a motion, seconded 
and unanimously carried. 

1943 .ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE OF 'l1HE UNITED JEHISH .rl.PPEAL 

Dr. Silver referred to flir. Rosenbloom 1s remarks on the subject. A fine statement of 
the income and expenditures in Palestine had been prepared in the office and every 
effort would be made to present the material effectively. 

RESIGNATION OF JOEL GROSS 

A letter was read from Mr. Joel Gross submitting his resignation from the Administra­
tive Committee of the United Palestine Appeal (Appendix E) because he felt such 
membership incompatible with his duties as Chairman of the 1943 Allotment Committee 
of the United Jewish Appeal. 

The notion was made , seconded and unanimously carried that the resignation be pro­
visionally accepted and that Mr. Gross be reinstated as a nember of the Adoinistra­
tive Conmittee following the conclusion of his activities in the hllotment Committee. 

YOUTH ALIYAH COORDIN~TION 

Mr. Rudolf Sonneborn reported on behRlf of the Youth Aliyah subcoMmittee of the 
U.P.A. on a neeting held at the Hadassah office on September 28th with a subcommittee 
of Hadassah. He reviewed the Youth ;,.liyah problem, the forn which it had taken when 
the announcenent was made early this year of the expectation of 29,000 children and 
the changes that had ta.ken place since then. It was still desirable to create soMe 
machinery to cope with the problem when it assumed acute form. 

Following a cordial discussion with the Hadassah spokesmen, the U.P .A. had this morn­
ing received a counter-draft proposal from Hadassah. The U.P.A. subcommittee had not 
yet had an opportunity to discuss it, and, therefore, no point of view was presented. 
Mr. Sonneborn read the draft (Appendix C). He submitted the draft as factual 
material without any recommendation. 

The Che. irman assumed that the cot1!:\i ttee would study the matter further and, at the 
next rieeting, submit a report. 
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MIZRACHI - UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL RELATIONSHIP 

For the sake of facilitating the discussion, Mr. Mentor read from a min"Ute circulB.ted 
by Mr. Mendel Fisher as secretary of the joint committee of the K.H. and K.K. in re­
gard to a discussion held with Mizrachi representatives on Mizrachi 1 s relationship to 
the U.P.A. in 1944 (Append.ix D). The joint committee had voted to recommend 
$200,000 as an allotment from the U.P.A. in 1944, dependent on acceptance by the re­
spective organizations and the Mizrachi. 

Er. Hollander, speaking on behalf of Mizrachi, stated that a letter had been written 
rejecting the proposal. Mizrachi would launch an independent campaign and hoped that 
this could be done with the issuance of a joint statement emphasizing the cordial 
relations which have existed and which will continue. 

In response to Mrs. Pool's question as to the specific request made by Mizrachi, Mr. 
Hollander stated that the requests were two: (1) a change in status so that Mizrachi 
would not be a silent beneficiary but an active factor in the U.P.A.; (2) an allot­
ment of $300,000. 

The Chairman inquired whether it wasn't true that at one time the figure of $250,000 
had been discussed, Mr. Hollander stated this was an unofficial figure, Judge 
Rosenblatt said that a number of Mizrachi leaders had come to him unofficially and 
used that figure. 

Mr. Liebovitz said that he had attended a Keren Hayesod meeting at which Rabbi Meier 
Berlin h~d used the ~250,000 figure. He had said that the reason more money was 
needed was because of the many children who were arriving in Palestine, for whom 
houses had to be built. In the light of the Youth Aliyah status, with a subcommittee 
discussing the whole problem, he did not think that Mizrachi ~•ould require the full 
su.m it had mentioned. 

lvirs. Pool said that she was for giving the Mizrachi a maxil"'lU.l!l sum of money but she 
thought it wrong to predicate any request for additional funds on the needs of the 
children. The budget of the Youth Aliyah had been met 100% by the Hadassah funds. 
Further!'lore, $108,000 hHd been cabled to l-1iss Szold for housing. This was the 
amount she asked for, since that was all the priorities for building she could ob­
tain. If she had asked for more money, more Might have been cabled. The buildings 
are to provide accommodations for children where they can observe the traditions of 
Juda ism, that is, for Orthodox children only. Any appeal based on housing needs for 
the children ~as, she believed, unwarranted, 

Mr. Hollander said that Mizrachi agrees 100% with Mrs. Pool's statement. i'fuen Rabbi 
Berlin had first EJrrived, the probler:i of children was parnmount. In the neanti!'.le, 
it is correct that You.th Aliyah has provided for housing in the Mizrachi colonies. 
Mizrachi itself has given over $60,000 for additional bu~ldings in Palestine and has 
adopted e, budget fo.~ buildi:p.g irrespective of what the Youth Aliyah has given for 
additional facilities for the children, He said Mizrachi is not basing its request 
on the children. Mizrnchi needs the money it asks. 

Mr. Boukstein felt the Administrative Cor1mittee could take no action for the time 
being 1 since the matter is st~ll in the hands of the joint connittee. A co!'ll"lunica­
tion, described by Mr. Hollander, is on the way, fror1 the Mizrachi to the joint com­
mittee. Until that conounication is received and dealt with, no action can be taken. 
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Dr. Silver did not feel that any action was required by this body. The matter of 
allocation of funds is within the competence of the K.H, and K.K. The only reason 
the matter had come up here ,.,e,s because at the lA.st meeting when the subjept of a 
Mizrachi independent campaign was raised, it wns felt this affected the U.P.A. cam­
paign relationship for 1944. A resolution had been passed urging the joint commit­
tee to reconsider its original allocation and act sympathetically, perhaps increas­
ing the allotment. The Administrative Committee had not indicated what the addi­
tional a.mount should be; nor did it wish to indicate any amount fl,t this time. Since 
the ml"tter is still in the process of negotiation, the matter should be left to the 
joint committee for final action. 

There was sone discussion of the continuation 
behHlf of the Mizrachi Rehabilitation Fund. 
collection of pledges already made. 

of ce.mpe ign activities currently on 
Hr. Hollander said this was merely 

Mr. Hi=trrilin inquired whether, when n new agreement is concluded with Mizrachi, refer­
ence would again be made therein to two points: (1) that the money received fron the 
U.P.A. should be spent in Palestine; and (2) that the t'izrachi should submit an 
annual report to the Jewish Agency as well as the U.P.A. on how the Money is spent. 

Dr. Goldstein stated that these points ~rould be reiterated in the 1944 agreement 
with Mizrachi, if there is one. 

Mr. r-iontor stated that Mizrachi had sub!'litted a state□ent for the current period. 
This included the report of the receipt of $51,000 for the Mizrachi Rehabilitaticn 
Fund. He i=tdded that to his knowledge a campaign was still in progress, 

A motion was made, seconded and carried that the report of the joint conrnittee be 
accepted as an interim report. 

The neeting was adjourned at 2:36 P.H. 



• Henry ontor 
Ailleric n mergency Co ittee for Zionist ffcdrs 
41 East 42nd St. 
New Yo~ , N.Y. 

My de ontora 

October 15, 1945 

• Louis - .. ,._CL.L th t on Fri y, October 8, 
the llllerican Feder tion or Labor ssed a. resol tion su ortin the 
upbuildin of Palestine s J wish Co· onw al.th. I wish you uld 
consid r with th OP9r ~8.e l t e dvieability (a) of vin t e 
Americ n Feder tion of La or neoo this resolution i ..iedi tely to 
the St te Def6rtment nd tot , resident, or {b) av1ng the rican 
Feder tion of Labor send dale tion to the t te De rt ent to convey 
this resolution. If or anized labor h s a Radio Hour, it i ht ell 
to re uest t em to mention t roeolution on it. Perhaps other r dio 
hours miyht also be ersuuded to refer t~ th rosolution.· 

I wish you ould x lore th Rabbi Gold nd .is C ttee, the 
advisability of ;pr ching a tholic hier rch before o .• · You mi ht 
in uire l· tour past ex ericnce h s been in our cont cti ,5 e C tholic 
eo le in this coW1tr. bout Palestine, . t ,.,rominent C tholic la nan in 

Ne 1 York ,ould ba the ri ht rs n to arran e r or s ch cont ct, or hould 
it bet' h Catholic la ? 

ith all good iahes, I remain 

V r .,; cordially yours• 

AHS:B 
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N E W s 

A M E R I C A 

WASHINGTON LEGISLATIVE CAN..PAIGN AGAINST Vv.HITE PAPER STARTED 

Washington (JPS) -- Dr. Abba HilJel Silver, newly-elected chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Einorgency Council, has 
nlready made his presence in Washington felt as, assuming political 
leadership of the Zionist movement, he launched tho crunpaign a::;ainst 
the B:ritis:1 '\'/b.ito Paper which would bar Jewish imnigration into Pales­
tine in A~ril, 1944. 

In a series of interviews with leading government personali­
ties, Dr . Silver is understood to have emphasized tho determination of 
American Jews to fight the 'tVhi te Paper as a step offensive to tho honor 
and socuri ty of Jews throughout the world and not only because it is in 
violation of tho Balfour Doclara tion an<i the Palestine Mrn da to. Among 
a variety of activities :i.n which Dr. Silver engaged during his visits 
hero was a ~)ross oonfcroncc at which leading Washington newspapermen 
hammered c .. way at the Zion:i.f't loader with many questions which were an­
swered so affectively thr-1. t the veteran reporters made special note of 
the circumsto.nce. 

Spokesmen for the American Zionist Err..crgoncy Council indicat­
ed that Dr. Silver intends to spend a g:i:•eat deal of time in Washin;;ton 
as well as in New York in carrying out his renponsibilities in tho 
Emergency Council. 

A delegation representing tho Council visited Sir Ronald 
Crunpbell, tho British Minister, to protest ngainst tho manner in which 
the Palestine Government had turned tho arms-running trial into un at­
tack upon the Yishuv and the devotion of Jewry to tho United Nntions 
war effort. The delegation consisted of Dr. Isr.!'lel Goldstein, Mrs. 
Rose Halprin and Hayim Greenberg. Dr. Goldstein, spokesman for the 
delegation, sounded a vigorous protest and stressed that the Jewish pro-­
ple would not be deterred in their campaign for the abandonment o_f the 
vVhi te Paper because of the tactics of pressure used by the Pn.lestine 
Government to 11 smear0 the Jews of Palestine. 

• • • • • • 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. S 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

October 18, 1945. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
was held Monday, October 18th, 1945, at 4100 p.m., at 41 East 42nd Street, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Silver (presiding), Mr. Bublick, Mrs. Epstein, Mr. Gellman, Dr. 
Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, Mrs. Halprin, Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Neumann, 
Mrs. Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Shetzer, Mr. Shulman, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. Wise. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Rabbi Feuer, Mr. Isreeli, Mr. Kenen, Mr. Lourie, 
Mr. Montor. 

Mr. Gross, Mr. Rocker, Judge Rosenblatt, Mr. Rosenbloom, Mr.Silverman, 
Mr. Weisgal. 

Dr. Silver introduced Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, who had joined the executive 
staff that week and would direct the work of the Community Contacts Committee. 
Rabbi Feuer said that he had taken leave of absence from his 9ongregation in 
order to do a job for the Emergency Council and he intended to do it with all 
the enthusiasm and energy he possessed. 

Dr. Silver also introduced to the Executive Mr. Joel Gross, the chair­
man of the newly constituted Community Contacts Committee, and Mr. Charles J. 
Rosenbloom, chairman of the Finance and Personnel Committee, who, although 
not members of the Executive would henceforth, as chairmen of committees, 
attend its meetings. 

PLAN OF ACTIVITIES 

Mr. Mentor made a brief introductory statament on the plan of activities, 
indicating that proposals which had been drawn up for the work of the various 
committees would be presented by their respective chairmen. Mr. Mentor was, 
he said, proceeding on the assumption that the fourteen Committees which had 
been appointed are to be active units in the efforts of the Emergency Council 
to deepen and expand Zionist sentiment in this country. 

Mr. Montor also made a personal statement, in which he stressed the fact 
that he had left his work at the United Palestine Appeal and had accepted the 
duties of Executive Director of the Emergency Council in the belief that the 
Zionists of America are determined that whatever failings there may have been 
in the past in mobilizing the strength of American Jewry there must now be a 
new conception of the efforts to be made in order to achieve our political 
objectives. His concern was, he state~,that every avenue of approach to the 
American Jew and the Ame~ican Christian shall be explored, whether it involves 
radio, publications, press contacts, the mobilization of local Jewish and 
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non-Jewish communities, etc. The program as he visualized it will require 
a great deal of money, he emphasized, a far greater sum than has ever 
been spent in the United States for similar purposes. If the Emergency 
Council gives the signal, he felt certain that Jews throughout the country 
who are profoundly devoted to the Zionist ideal will give their time, their 
energy and their resources to the work. 

Dr. Silver stated that the Emergency Council, in calling Mr. Monter to 
its service, had in mind the kind of intensified program of activity which 
he indicated, and that Council intended to uphold his hands. 

COMMUNITY CONTAOI'S COMMITTEE 

Mr. Gross, reporting on the plans of the Community Contacts Committee, 
stated that the purpose of this Committee will be to organize Jewish and 
other public opinion within local communities with respect to Zionist aims. 
Mr. Gross had met with Dr. Silver, Mr. Mentor and Rabbi Feuer in order to 
define the scope of activities of the Committee. A letter had been diredted 
to the four organizations which constitute the Emergency Council asking their 
assistance in organizing on a local community basis, wherever it was deemed 
advisable to do so, replicas of the Council insofar as this scheme of 
organization would lend itself to local adaptation. The intention is to 
integrate into the work of the Community Contacts Committee every person in 
every community who can be of help in mobilizing public opinion on behalf of 
our cause,and to synchronize all activities on a local community basis so as 
to produce the most effective attack possible. It is hoped to enlist the 
help, as aides to the local committees or as participants thereon, those 
individuals who ce.mmand public respect in their communities. 

All the four constituent organizations, Mr. Gross continued, are being 
asked to make available to the Community Contacts Committee all their facil­
ities and all of their manpower, so that they may be integrated immediately 
through the work which is now being undertaken. 

The first task of the Conmittee, Mr. Gross stated, will be to educate 
the mass population with respect to the White Paper and what it means, and 
the necessity of taking concerted political action throughout the country. 
Its plan is to build up an atmosphere in the country which will lead to the 
holding of a number of mass meetings, about the middle of March, at a time 
when local public opinion will have been influenced sufficiently. By that 
time it is hoped to have Congressmen and Senators cognizant of the mass support 
behind our prograI:1, and the intention is to culminate the activities with 
respect to the White Paper through this series of mass meeting. 

The plans are so far in embryonic state, Mr. Gross concluded. The 
Committee to be formed will consist of 60 to 70 key people throughout the 
country. When the plans are more crystallized they will be presented to the 
Executive. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Shulman, chairnan of this Committee, reported as follows• Steps 
have been taken to constitute this Committee, invitations having been sent 
out to the proposed members and a considerable number of acceptances having 
already been received. The first meeting of the Committee was to be held the 
followin~ day. 



In the meantime, Mr. Shulman had taken steps to ~et up an Executive 
Co:r:unittee of the American Palestine Committee, which he felt was the first 
task of his committee. For this purpose he visited Washington, where he 
met with Senator Wagner f s secretar~• and with Senator Wagner himself. The 
Senator approved of the proposal to organize an Executive and suggested a 
committee consisting of twenty to twenty-five members, which Mr. Shulman 
hoped was set up by this time. He also indicated that he was prepared to do 
whatever he could to activize the Ar.1erican Palestine Committee. 

Mr. Shulnan had also discussed the White Paper with Senator Wagner and 
our plPns for fighting it, and the Senator sympathized with our program, He 
expr~ssed the opinion that we had not yet made full use of the iunerican Jewish 
Conference and its accomplishments, and that we ought to make clear to the 
country that the Conference speaks for American Jewry. 

Mr. Shulman reported further on political aspects of hk-talk with 
Senator Wagner. He had also met with Senator Connally. 

Mr. Shulman then outlined the proposals which would be submitted to the 
meeting of the funerican Palestine Committee the following day, including plans 
for the launching of a ca!lpaign to enlist sone 50,000 members in the A.P,C. 
(the present membership is 1200). The first step would be to send letters to 
100,000 - 200,000 leadinG figures throughout the country, members of the 
State Legislatures, leaders in professions and other people prominent 
nationally and locally. Other proposals to be discussed at the meeting the 
following day included the use of newspaper advertisements, spot advertising 
on the radio, engaging one or two experts in international law to render an 
opinion on the White Paper, convoking of a Christian Conference, and special 
functions to be held by the American Palestine Co11mittee during the presence 
in this country of Mr. Bernard Joseph, whose arrival was expected shortly. 

Diecussi?ag the proposed expansion of the American Palestine Committee, 
Dr. Silver J?et'erred to tho elaborate plans being made by the Army Committee 
to build up a League for Free Palestine, and to enlist non-Jews in a competi -
tive movement to the Zionist novement in Junerica. The American Palestine 
Committee will try to enlist as r:1any non-Jews as possible in our work, Dr. 
Silver stated, and channelize their Palestine interest through the A.P.C. 

After some discussion on the Jewish ~rr:1y Committee and the proposed 
League for a Free Palestine, it was agreed that the whole question be made 
the subject of a thorough discussion by the Emergency Council at an early 
meeting. Mrs. Halprin also urged that the question of bringing Mr. Meir 
Grossman back into the Emergency Council be taken up. 

UPA SHJ1.RE OF UJA COLLECTIONS FOR 1943 

Dr. Silver reported on the decisions of the Allotment Comnittee of the 
United Jewish Appeal with reference to the U.P.A. Under the agreement for 
1943, of tho first $9,100,000 raised, the U.P.J~. received $2,760,000. An 
additional $6,400,000 had been received by the U.J.A., of which the U.P.1~. is 
to receive 45% (or $2,880,000), ;,•hich is the largest percentage the U.P.A.has 
eTer received from an Allocations Oomnittee. The next 9300,000 to be raised 
will go outright to the U ,P .A, to pay off a deficit of the Je,,,ish .tigency; if 
there is any additional income after that, its distribution will be decided 
by the Allotment Co:r.ir;iittee. The total income of the U.P.A. for 1943, 



., . 
therefore, will be $5,940,000, plus the traditional collections of the 
Jewish National Fund, which will amount to about $900,000 - making a total of 
$6,840,000b and the Youth Aliyah and other income, which will bring the total 
to almost 97,000,000. 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Charles J. Rosenbloom, chairman of the Committee on Finance and 
Personnel, presented the following reports 

The Committee had met that morning and had heard from Mr. Monter of the 
work of the Emergency Oouncil as it has been reorganized, and of the activities 
to be carried out by the fourteen committees which have been set up. The 
Finance Committee considered carefully the requests made for the various 
committees and felt that only by giving them the money they will require will 
it be possible for an effective job to be done. 

The budget presented by Mr. Monter called for an expenditure of 
$604,500, for the period from October 15, 1943 to October 14, 1944, and the 
Finance CoIIlr.l.ittee unani.nously passed this budget. Although broken down 
departmentally, Mr. Rosenbloom explained, that does not ncan that it is a 
rigid budget. There are items included which may not be spent, but if they 
can ee expended advantageously the Finance Committee believed they should be 
available. 

Following are the runounts budgetted for the various departmentsl 
General office costs - 0155,000; Publicity Department - $46 , 000; 
Publications Department - $50 1 000; Community Contacts - $20,000; Rese~rch -
~46,000; American Palestine Committee - $55,000; Speakers Bureau - $59,500; 
Christian Clergy - $15,000; Special Services and Events - ~158,000. 

The Finance Committee, Mr. Rosenbloom reported, recommended the adoption 
of this budget and made the following recommendations as to how the required 
sum should be procuredt 

The Keren Hayesod Rnd the Jewish National Fund, under the terns of 
the obligation they undertook in the 1943 contract for the U.P.A. 

to turn over the balance of the $25,000 pledged, namely •••.•. Ql90,000 . 

Hadassah to make available an additional ···•·••···••··•····· ... 50,000 
Mizrachi to be asked to pledge ••••••.• ••·····••·•··········· 10,000 
Peale Zion II II II " II • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• ___ 1=0~,o=-0=0 ____ _ 

'2,60,000 

This anount should be au pplemented by another •.••.•••. , ••• , • • • • 
to be made available from the K.H. and K.K.L. for 1943 

For the period up to Oct. 15,1944, a sum of ••.•.........•..... •·• 
should be made available by the K.H. and K.K.L. 

To be made available by Hadassah for this period ..•.•.•••.•••.•.... 
" 11 n 11 " MizrHchi and Poale Zion, each :. 10,000 .• , ••. , 

44,000 

230,000 

50,000 
20,000 

$604,000. 

It was pointed out that without the Contingency Items, which amount to 
(' 80,000, there is a budget of $525,000 required. 
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In the discussion that followed, reference was made to a recommendation 
of some time a~o that the work being done by the Emergency Council is in the 
nature of an insurance fund for all tha fund raising institutions, and on that 
principle tho funds of Hadussah, the Gewerkschaften and Mizrachi have just as 
much as stake as the Keren Hayesod and the Keren Kayemeth, and benefit just 
as much from tho work of the Emergency Council. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that although this was a sound approach, prac­
tically it would not be possible of realization, since there were considerable 
difficulties in the way of obtaining the sums required from Hadassah, the 
Gewerkschaften and Mizruchi. He believed that since all the organizations are 
cooperating in raising funds for the U.P.i, and since out of these funds the 
Je~~sh Agency has always used money for political activities, in Jerusalem and 
in Lond9n, it is perfectly legitimate to use some of the money in the United 
States, which has become the most il::lportant center of the political work. 
He suggested that instead of trying to get the money from the organizations, 
which would in any event use that money in Palestine, the U.P.A. should be 
requested to make available 8% or 9% of its total incone for 1943 for this 
work. If we want to do the work that must be done, Dr. Silver stated, a half 
million dollars used in the nGxt year is not excessive, and we have a right to 
ask our public funds to set aside the money for political work. If that much 
money will not be required, it will not be spent. The Executive Committee will 
pass on every i.L:lportant item. Dr. Silver recot1r.1endod that the budget be 
adopted, subject to experience as we go along, and that the Keren Hayesod and 
Keren Kayemeth be requested to make the money available for the coming year. 
A motion was moved to this effect. 

Mr. NeUDar.u"l /cJu.ggestad that a decision be taken now on the total sllLl which 
it is believed will be required, anct that the rest of the financial report 
be taken asf'working basis. He moved, as an a.Qendnent to the motion, that 
since the budget is a tentative one, the round sun of (;;500,000 be requested 
of the Funes. 

The question was rrisGd of the special position of the Jewish National 
Fune. with respect to the opprovel of its allocation by the .Jerusalem head­
qucrters. It was felt that, in view of war conditions nnd the urgent needs of 
the political work in the United States, the procedure of the J.N.F. should 
be revised and the Fund here should assuue full responsibility for the 
l1llocation. 

It was pointed out that if the money required for the political work is 
not m8de available by the Funds, it would be necressary to launch a special 
political campaign in the United States for th:iswork and that would hurt the 
u.r.~, as well as the KerJn Hayesod and the Keren Kayemeth. 

There was some further discussion on the amount of the budget to be 
presented. Mr. Montor pointed out that a program of work had been planned on 
the basis of a budget of (604,000, and that certain activities might suffer 
if the budget was reduced without reference to the content of a very carefully 
planned program. 

The amendment, thnt a budget of Q500,000 be presented to the Funds, was 
put to tha vote and was carried by a najority of 6 to 4. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that the ~,500,000 budget adopted by the Executive 
.-,ould be sufficient to launch the prohram, end thst if nore funds were 
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required, another request could be made later. He also stressed the im­
portance of obtaining the decision of the Funds within a week or so, so 
that the personnel may be engaged without delay. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Mr. Lipsky reported on the plans of the Publications Committee. This 
Committee had started work a few months ago with a small membership which 
would mw have to be changed aud new personnel engaged, Thus far, certain 
general understandings ho.d. bee.n arrived at. The fi1·st task to be undertaken 
is to issue a bulletin, whi.ch is to be called 11 Paleatine, ri and is to be simi­
lar in intent to the J.ittle pamphlet published in England for a number of 
years before the Balfour Declaration and after. The idea is to have this 
book reflect the line of the Zionist movement with reference to American 
conditions and American traditions f"1r the purpose of acquainting American 
public opinion o~ the status of ~ionism with reference to American political 
life and policy. The firs~ issue of the Bulletin will be out November 1 and 
it will be published fortnightly thereafter. The format will be similar to 
the "Reconstructionist," and the editing will be done by Mr. Lipsky, Mr. 
Monter, Mr. Shulman, Miss Sulamith Schwartz, Mr. Lourie and by a number of 
the writers who are being invited to participate. All articles and edito­
rials will be unsigned. 

In addition, Mr. Lipsky s~ated, it is intended to get out a mimeographed 
paper to be used to disst,:-n!late, in a relatively conf~_c:.er,U.al manner-, basic 
ideas on the political position to a list of contr.ct., r,hroughout the country 
which will be established by the Community Contacts Committee and the .Ameri­
can Palestine Committee. The Publications Committee also plans to publish 
from time to time certain publications that are needed to meet situations 
that emerge out of the activities of the Council, e.g., an authoritative 
little pamphlet en the absorptive capacity of Palestine, a pamphlet oncer­
tain aspects of the work in the United States, etc. 

Left over from previous arrangements, Mr. Lipsky reported, are two 
books which are now in process of completion: Dr. Walter S. Lowdermilk 1 s 
book, which is scheduled to appear in February~ and a memorandum on Ameri­
can Policy in Relation to Palestine, '#hich is being prepared by Professor 
C.J. Friedrich, of Harvard University. This memorandum was to be submitted 
by Prof. Friedrich and if accepted by the Emergency Council, was to be pub­
lished in report form or book form. 

With regard to the Lowdermilk book, the question was raised as to 
whether it might not be possible to rush the publication of this book, pay­
ing the publisher an additional sum, if necessary. It was pointed out that 
it would be well worth the additional expenditure t. have this book avail­
able very s~on, in view of the campaign to be co,nducted against the White 
Paper, It was agreed to communicate with the publisher in this respect. 

INCORPORATION OF EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Mr. Monter pointed out that the Emergency Council at present has no le­
gal status, since it is rot incorporated and its name has not even been 
registered with the Clerk of the County of New York. It seemed to him, he 
said, that in incorporating the Council, there would be an advantage in that in 
view of the financial expenditures involved, the officers of the corporation 
would be free from any personal responsibility. 
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Dr. Silver moved that a sub-committee of three lawyers be appointed 
to look into the matter and bring back a recommendation to the next meet­
ing. This motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 

Mr. Weisgal reported on the plans of this Committee. Certain projects 
have been undertaken, some of which are a continuation of previous activi­
ties conducted by the Emergency Committee with which Mr. Weisgal had been 
charged by the Jewish Agency and the Emergency Committee. With regard to 
Balfour Day, there was not sufficient time to undertake any large-scale 
enterprise and it had been agreed that if the Emergency Council engages 
in such events it must be on a scale in keeping with the program we have 
in mind. The Zionist Organization, however, had made arrangements for 
Balfour Day celebrations. 

One of the projects Mr. Weisgal had been engaged in previously was 
connected with the new book by Pierre Van Paassen which was to appear 
shortly. It was clear that the Emergency Council could not officially 
associate itself with the book because of its very severe strictures with 
regard to Great Britain. But Mr. Weisgal felt that the book should be cir­
culated as widely as possible. 

Mr. Weisgal further reported that material had been prepared during 
the past few months on the White Paper and submitted to Mr, Edgar Mowrer 
with a view to having him publish it as a paper-covered book. Mr. Mowrer, 
who is a man of the highest standing and integrity, is at ~resent studying 
the material and is to advise us concerning its publication. The rook, 
if published, will consist of the official documents together with comments 
by Mr. Mowrer. 

Another publication that was ~ending was one on Churchill and Zionism, 
which consists of articles.addresses and statements by Mr. Churchill, rele­
vant to the Palestine question. This is ready for publication, but the 
question has arisen as to whether we have a right to publish it without 
Mr. Churchill's permission. It was agreed that this matter be taken up 
by Mr. Weisgal with the Publications Department. 

With regard to special events, these, Mr. Weisgal pflinted out, will 
grow out of the activities of the various committees. He believed that 
Mr. Joseph's presence in this country should be utilized not merely for 
political work but also to present the Zionist case generally. 

As far as the Special Services and Events Committee itself is concerned, 
it seemed to Mr. Weisgal that since its activities would grow out of the ac­
tivities of the other committees, perhaps it might be advisable to have its 
membership consist of the chairmen of all the committees, Dr. Silver be­
lieved that that would be unwise and expressed his desire to go into this 
matter further with Mr. Weisgal and Mr. Montor. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 P,M. 

A.L. 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

October 19, 1943 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
43 East 42nd Street 
New York City 

Dear Rabbi: 

I was very much interested in learning that you have been 
elected Chairman of the Executive Committee of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council. 

Perhaps now, under the vigorous leadership which I know you 
will give to this worthy cause, something concrete mt:cy" de­
velop in regard to the British White Paper. 

As a Jew, I feel this proposed action of the White Paper 
to be a great injustice and terribly unfair and cruel to 
our already long-suffering co-religionists. 

As a legislator, I am appalled by the action of one of our 
Allies in a war, the chief aim of which is to preserve and 
extend the Four Freedoms. 

I have been doing as much as possible, as have some of my 
Colleagues, to create some official feeling here in Washing­
ton against the White Paper. I have not given any of my 
actions any publicity because I do not want to receive any 
personal advantage out of the suffering of our people. I 
want you to know, however, that I am willing to follow any 
suggestions which you may make and take pride in the feel­
ing that I may be of some assistance. Do not hesitate to 
call on me whenever necessary. 

With kind regards, I am 

et 
ec 
10/20/43 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) Arthur G. Klein 



I 

Dr. Si.p."ien s. Wiae 
40 West 88th St. 
New York, H.Y. 

My dear Dr. Wiaea 

October 20, 19'$ 

I am enoloain& herewith two letten which•~ in point 
up the aituaticm •hi conf'ronta us in ub1ngton Ter.J aharply 
and vary ominOUlll.7. In bahalt of the 9H1ght ot St.an•, Ur. 
Straue personally placed on the PNaidant•a dealt a draft ot a 
•aaage which he requeated the President to aend • th• Year Boot 
which the United Pal•tiae Appeal 1&SIAH on the ocoaeion of the 
NiBht ot Stan. .1 taw da,a ago, • rece1ftCI the Pruident •• 
mesaage which I a= also aacloaug baraitb. ?ou will note how 
acrupuloualy ev ry reterena• to ?aluttne and to the whole subJeot 
or the Jewieh Nation4il no. was Ollltted.tNII the Prea1dent•• 
munge. Event.be eddrees 1a mad• to read not Nathan Stnu.e, 
Honorary Chairmaa Onited P&leatin• J.p?Nl,, but Nat· an Straua, 
Honaracy Chairman Night ot Stars. 

I began oallJ.ng attention to th1a ta.ct. you will recall, 
in Philadelphia. The eame thing bad happened to the dr tt 
letter which we sul:ai tted to the Preaidct in th• name ot the 
nited Jewiah A.p;eal at the beginning of !.te 1945 campd.gn. The 

•asage that case back to wa bad not a single reference to Palestine. 

I think the Mtter is aoet s•riou, aad lend• urgency to OU' 
euggesticm which •• ade to ;rou yesterday II01"lling that you SN 
Juatiae Fr~ at the earliest posaibl• moment and mist 
that be talk to the Preeid&Dt about thia entire aatter. '!e o.;ea 
it to himself, to h1a own con'ri.ctions, and to the poaitlon whioh 
he occupie8 aa a Zioniat 1n the ainda at -.r1can J ewrr. Thia 
1a the hour hen :triads ot Palestine auat us• tha privileged 
poeitions which the. occupy oloae to Gove~nt or to the President, 
and speak up. · 

W1th all good nabu. I reu.in 

AtlSamt 
Inc. 2 

oet oCll'dially y0\lr8, 
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r. r t a.n Straus 
650 ixth venue 
New York, tl.Y. 

.. ear riema 

Octob r 201 1943 

I hould. 11 e ,o br:tn .. t your ttention & matt.r · .ic.:i has 
d18turbed dour friendw n tho Zionist E:nor ency Cou.~cil r tly 
tor s ti no • This · tter has been brou ... ht ... 1n into s0 riOW1 

: rocua by a. letter which Pre~i 'ent osev lt sent to you in r Syo:iee 

I to your re t to him for a letter on t o occ ai~-i o~ th tenth 

I ar.nual 11Hight of St a• a.nd t.!' e publication or t a Year Book o the 
United P~l stine ? eal. 

J I ve been inf'or.:ied ~t you placed dr rt o th 
s te~ont before the Prs ident, a cop ot 1c l nclosin h re ith. 
On October 15, a received trom the President his mess . ..,e. The re t 
,cont~rast between wh t ou r, u sted 1m to sa and wb t h id ie 
su rtlin.., in th extreme. ~n his mess ee he omits ev ry ref ance to 
Palestine. The very m.une is not e· .. en ntioned. It ;,:, .. <!a f the 

ork of relief organ1z tiona, c.r.d t t our ti vity is devo•ed "to the 
relier ot hl.lwan sutferin throughout orld", and 1s in lf ot 
mankind~ You will also note th t you are not d re &ed a t ~ Honorary 

. innan of the United alestine Ao e l, a ti!e ori n l dr· ft cont 1ned., 
•iut you are addre 5ed s the HonQrar Chairman of the "?~i,..ht of rs". 

Tw.a is not nn o.ccident. lt has P.Jonad once b ore tl the 
President -hen he w s re uested, a re ont.1-is o, to send ssaee 
on t.e caeion of the openin of th 1943 c ~aign tor the United 

) Je isb A eal. .l draft a sent to rdm then nd the mess ge .iich crune 
bac •. omi tt every ref e.."'lce to Palest1na. 

Thi w1 t dr l fro contact 1th le tine l s been videnced too in 
the statements or ome bers o th President' e Cabinet., and Gave nt 
officials connected :1th the 1dministr-tion. It all ste:is from .nt 
,e have co to bell ve is n 6 ... tivc nd even h »t11 tti · de nic'1 has 

developed !thin ov nm t circles in ho 1st J r r o Jit. re ence 
to the J wlsh U tional Home · d th tacit c • lianc i t.11 tl-i official 
British ttitu eon the ,bite Paper., .d 11 t .... t o_s wit.~ it. 

, 
There is rowin rant nt on ta rt oft Je ot rioa 

ton.rds this .rev rsa.l, if it is t t, of th .. rudition 1 s ... rlcan 



•r. Nat an Straus October 20, 1945 

policy of friendship and helpfulness towards the ~ionist Move ent. 
Unless t era is a cle r indication soon that such a-reversal has net 
taken place, there will be a public outcry against the Adm.1nistration. 
It has been difficult for me, I aesure you, to hold it in check so 
far. I h ve recently s~oken about the matter to J; r. senman at the 
hite House, and to Justice Frankfurter. 

The •hite Paper o_s into effect in ..irch, 1944. The Jews ot 
America, alon ith th& Je s of England, are. going to carry on a bitter 
campaign a.ea.inst this olicy which imiton Churchill himself' c 1 racterized 

1ae na bre ch at'.d. repudiation of the B"lfour Decl&ration". In t he course 
; of th:i.B campaign I hope that -it will not be nacesaar-.f to attack the 

Administration on the round that it is tacitly ac~uiescing in the 
I hi te Paper policy, ... nd in t."le 11 uid tion o the J wish Nf..Ltional Ho e -
1 for that is mat it amounts to. 

s you o,,, the unerican Je,dsh Cou ~ranee which met recently in a 
remarkable ~G3embly, d .hich w~s t he moat truly representative atherlng 
of t .e , .... ole of -"merico.n Jewry th~Lt we have had in ur lifetime, passed 
almost unanimously, o.nd ,1th e,ctraordinar~ enthusiasm, the resolution on 
the iwmediate abroe tion f the White Pa.per. The five hundred delegates 
assembled there re~resented every Jewish community or America. They 
will be shocked to l arn, as learn the will, if the resent attitude -· in Washingtoo persists, that our Goverl'l..m~nt, by action or inaction, 
is insuring a policy hich sounds the de~th knell of t he just and 
internation lly sanctioned aspirut1ons of the Jewish people in Pal stine. 

I think, my dear Mr. dtraus, th t as a loyal Zionist, and as a 
close friend of ths resident, you ought to bring th·s to his attention. 
It is later than you think! .ro- r b forces ve been busily w:>rking in 
the Near East both with the British am. with the Americans. ArranTements 
and commitments are even noo bein made. rab dele tions huve begun 
to visit the United tates. Arab propaganda is being spread on a large 
scale in the Americ n press. You may have seen the article, lust 
Sunday, in the Her ld Tribune bJ the Llilitacy Attache to the Ira 

. Le ation in iiashington (another name for an official propagandist in 
( the United States). Our own Near East section in the St ta Department 
,, ha:, always been unfriendly to us, and pro- rab. 

! 
Th ro are only e. fe v J e fl in the United St&.tea who v the ear 

of the .resident, and in this hour of decision, if t .~ey ish to serve 
the cause or our eople, they must utilize the opportunit of t heir 
privileged position now. 

ith all good ,isles, I remain 

Most cordially yours, 

AHS1BK 
Enc . - 2 
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Confidential 

COMMENT 

by 

I. B. BERKSON 

Director, Research Department 
American Zionist Emergency Council 

on 

The New Zionism and a Policy for the United States 

A Memorandum prepared by William L. Westermann 
for the Council on Foreign Relations 

October 19, 1943 

American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

October 24, 1944 



Comment by 

I. B. Berkson 

on 

The New Zionism and a Policy for the United States 
A Memorandum prepared by William L. Westermann 

(Comments are made on statements in the order in 
which they appear in Professor Westerman.n's memo­
randum, page and paragraph being indicated.) 

Confidential 

The first part of Professor Westerman.n's memorandum (pages 1-5) is 
designed to give the impression that there is a great deal of "active 
opposition among American Jews to the Zionist program" and that there is 
"at best a high degree of apathy toward Zionism among American Jews." 
Analysis of the views of the Jewish organizations mentioned by Professor 
Westerma.r1n does not support these generalizations. Moreover, develop­
ments during the past year since the memorandum was written indicate even 
more clearly that these opinions are erroneous. 

Page 1 The American Jewish Conference, held during the week of August 29 
to September 2, 1945, is described "as the supreme effort to unify the 

para. 1 conflicting claims and attitudes of all the Jewish-American groups in­
terested in the general Zionist plans respecting Palestine." This is true 
as far as it goes. However, Professor Westermann fails to indicate that 
the Conference was in the first instance called to consider the position 
of the Jews as a whole, and that it recommended action to secure the 
rights and status of Jews in the post-war world generally, as well as in 
Palestine. 1 Omission of reference to the general purpose of the Conference 
obscures the fact that all parties - not only the Zionists - evinced a deep 
interest in Palestine as an indispensable factor in Jewish post-war recon­
struction. The Conference was unquestionably the most widely representa­
tive of Jewish assemblies held in recent years. The large vote for the 

1 
The initiative in calling the Conference was taken by Mr. Henry Monsky, 

President of the B1nai B1rith. When the Conference convened sixty-five 
national Jewish organizations were represented, comprising practically 
every organized national body of Jewish citizens in America, with a to­
tal membership of over a million men and women. The agenda adopted for 
the Conference was as follows: 

a. 11 To consider and recommend action on problems relating to the 
rights and status of Jews in the post-war world. 

b. 11 To consider and recommend action upon all matters looking to 
the implementation of the rights of the Jewish people with re­
spect to Palestine. 

c. 11 To elect a delegation to carry out the program of the American 
Jewish Conference in cooperation with the duly accredited repre­
sentatives of Jews throughout the world." 

(American Jewish Conference, A Statement of the Organization of the Con­
ference and a Summary of Resolutions Adopted at the First Session Held 
in New York City, August 29 to September 2, 1945, p. 7) 
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Jewish Commonwealth program was undeniably the expression of the views of 
the great majority of the Jewish leaders and communal workers assembled at 
the Conference, and reflected the mass opinion of the constituencies. 
The minority who did not approve of the Commonwealth formula were never­
theless united with the Zionists in demanding freedom of Jewish immigra­
tion and land settlement, unrestricted by political considerations. 

Page 1 It was, of course, no accident that the American Council for Judaism 
met on the same day as the American Jewish Conference. The American 

para. 5 Council, despite its broad title, is an ad hoc organization created for 
the single purpose of combatting the Zionist effort, and its decision to 
meet on the same day as the American Jewish Conference was deliberately 
made with the idea of dividing the attention of the public. Mr. Arthur 
Hays Sulzberger, publisher of the New York Times, is prominently associat­
ed with the .American Council for Judaism and therefore it is not surpris­
ing that the New York !imes, on the morning of August 31st, gave to the 
opinion of this small minority a disproportionate publicity in comparison 
with that devoted to the broadly representative .American Jewish Confer­
ence.2 Professor Westermann - on the next page - agrees that the .American 
Council for Judaism represents "a small group of non-Zionists", but he 
fails to indicate how very small that small group is. According to the 
testimony offered by Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald, President of the .American 
Council for Judaism, during the Congressional hearings in February 1944, 
the membership of that organization comprised "close to 2,500 leading Jews 
all over the country." The various Zionist organizations affiliated with 
the American Zionist Emergency Council, which represents the Jewish 
Commonwealth point of view, have about 300,000 members. 

In order to give a balanced view of the state of Jewish public opin­
ion, Professor Westermann should have made mention of the fact that there 
are some groups in the United States, e.g., the New Zionist Organization 
and the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, which are more extreme 
in their advocacy of the Jewish state and of a 11 maximalist 11 program than 
are the official Zionist bodies and the Jewish Conference. If some or­
ganizations have opposed the Jewish Conference resolution as being too 
extreme, others have opposed it because it has not gone far enough in the 
demand for the immediate establishment of the Jewish state. As formulated 
by the Zionist organizations at the Biltmore Conference, the Jewish 
Commonwealth resolution incorporated in the American Jewish Conference 
position may properly be regarded today as the middle-of-the-road view of 
Zionism. 

2 
A similar partisanship was in evidence in the reports of the discussions 

of the Palestine Resolution before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
in February 1944. The character of the headlines, the proportion of space 
devoted to the testimony of the representatives of the American Council 
for Judaism gave a misleading impression of the general character of the 
hearings. 
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Eage 2 Professor Westermann does not point out that even the anti-Zionist 
American Council for Judaism is opposed to the White Paper of 1959, the 

para.1-2 principle of which Professor Westermann himself aims to support. The 
grounds of the opposition are clearly stated: the White Paper "shuts the 
immigration doors of Palestine to Jews and restricts their acquisition of 
land in that country." In his testimony before the Congressional hearings 
on the proposed Palestine Resolution, Mr. Rosenwald, President of the 
Council, declared that he agreed to that part of the Resolution which 
called for taking "proper measures to the end that the doors of Palestine 
shall be opened for the free entry of Jews." The American Council for 
Judaism pleaded for this on humanitarian grounds and on the ground of non­
discrimination against Jews - and not to further the Jewish national home 
idea. Nevertheless, the main point stands, viz., that the American Council 
for Judaism favors free entry of Jews into Palestine on the basis of 
equality. 

It is not wholly correct to say that the attitude of the American 
Council is "based more strongly upon religious than upon secular convic­
tions." The Council rationalizes its objection to the Jewish Commonwealth 
program on the ground that the Jews are a religious group only, but as is 
generally known, it is primarily concerned with the problem of the equal 
status of Jews throughout the world, and this may be regarded as a 
"secular conviction." At any rate, other Jewish groups, equally or more 
religious than the Council, do not entertain any such objection to the 
Zionist purpose. Orthodox and Conservative Jews regard the restoration 
of Israel to Palestine as part of the Jewish religious tradition; Reform 
Judaism, though originally opposed to Zionism, now has declared Zionism 
compatible with Reform Judaism. A number of the outstanding leaders of 
American Zionism - Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and 
Dr. James G. Heller - are rabbis of the Reform persuasion. 

para.5-4 The American Jewish Committee certainly expresses a more important 
minority viewpoint than does the Council for Judaism. Professor Wester­
mann fails to note that the objection of the American Jewish Committee 
was mainly to that part of the Conference resolution which used the term 
"Jewish Commonwealth" and not to that part of the Zionist program which 
demanded a large immigration into Palestine. The American Jewish Committee 
holds that in the light of wide divergence of opinion with reference to 
the character of the future government of Palestine, no preconceived 
formula should be advanced concerning the ultimate political structure of 
Palestine, but it regards Palestine as an important factor in the solution 
of the problem of postwar Jewish rehabilitation and has affirmed its de­
sire to cooperate with those Jews who wish to settle in Palestine. A 
resolution on the subject, adopted on January 1, 1945, suggests an "in­
ternational trustee" for Palestine, one of whose main functions would be 
"to safeguard the Jewish settlement in and Jewish immigration into 
Palestine, and to guarantee adequate scope for future growth and develop­
ment to the full extent of the economic absorptive capacity of the 
country." 
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Professor Westermann•s attempt to prove that there is a lack of 
interest amongst Jews in Zionist affairs, on the basis of the small amount 
of space devoted to Zionism in the general press, borders on the ridicu­
lous. By his method one could prove that Poles living in the United Sta tea 
are not interested in Poland, that Catholics are not concerned with the 
affairs of the Church, and that American Jews indicate "a high degree of 
apathy" with reference to all Jewish matters, not only with reference to 
Zionism. It should be obvious that the extent of Jewish interest can be 
gauged not by an examination of the space allotted to Zionism in the 
general press, but by the amount and character of interest indicated in 
the Jewish press. Clearly, such a study would have to be supplemented by 
other inquiries: analysis of recently published Jewish books; of dis­
cussions at various conferences; of the size of membership in various 
types of Jewish organizations; of the amounts contributed by Jews to 
Palestine funds. Such tests would prove beyond any shadow of doubt that 
the interest in Zionism and Palestine has been growing during the last 
quarter of a century and has reached a degree of high intensity during the 
war years. 

Interest in Zionism has been fostered first of all by the great 
constructive Zionist achievement - economic and cultural - in the upbuild­
ing of Palestine; by the terrible fate of the Jews in Central Europe; by 
the restrictions on immigration in the democratic countries; by the de­
struction of Jewish religious and cultural life in Russia; and to some 
extent, by the growth of anti-Semitism in the United States. Although 
views on the ultimate purpose of Jewish restoration to Palestine vary, so 
far as the immediate objective is concerned, the overwhelming majority of 
Jews in the United States are united in the demand for free _entry of Jews 
into Palestine, unrestricted by political considerations, and for free 
opportunity for economic and cultural development of the Jewish national 
home. 

The Jewish Commonwealth program does not call for the immediate 
establishment of a Jewish State or provisional government in Palestine, 
but it demands: Jewish mass immigration into Palestine; the granting of 
the right of Jewish bodies to develop the economic potentialities of the 
country; the establishment of a democratic commonwealth after the Jews 
shall have reached a numerical preponderance. The Jewish Commonwealth 
Resolution guarantees equality of all citizens, non-Jewish and Jewish 
alike; provides for cultural, religious and communal autonomy for the non­
Jewish communities; and proposes to recognize Arabic as an official language 
and an Arabic educational system parallel to the Jewish. 

Page 5 Professor Westermann casts doubt on the authenticity of the widely 
reported statement of President Wilson with reference to the Jewish Com­

Conclusion monwealth, quoted by David Lloyd George in The Truth About the Peace 
3 Treaties. President Wilson's declaration may be corroborated by refer­

ence to a number of sources. The statement was reported in the New 
Yor k Times on March 3, 1919, the morning after it was delivered, and 
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in the London Times on March 4, 1919. It is accepted as authentic in 
non-Zionist books which are usually regarded as authoritative, 3 and 
likewise by the Palestine Royal Commission. 4 The statement was deliv­
ered by President Wilson to a delegation of the American Jewish Congress, 
consisting of Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Judge Julian W. Mack and Mr. Louis 
Marshall. The full statement, with dateline, is given by Fannie Fern 
Andrews in The Holy Land Under Mandate, (p. 560) as follows: 

"White House, March 2, 1919 
11As for your representations touching Palestine, I have be­

fore this expressed my personal approval of the declaration of 
the British Government regarding the aspirations and historic 
claims of the Jewish people in regard to Palestine. I am, 
moreover, persuaded that the Allied nations, with the fullest 
concurrence of our own Government and people, are agreed that 
in Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish Common­
wealth. 

Woodrow Wilson" 

That this was Wilson's true opinion, and not "an inadvertent state­
ment," is evidenced in the Report and Recommendations made on January 21, 
1919, only a month or two earlier, by the Intelligence Section of the 
American Delegation to the Peace Conference, which had been organized by 
Colonel House, acting under instructions froc Wilson. (Professor Wester­
mann should know about this since he was head of the division for Western 
Asia.) This American group of experts recommended "that the Jews should 
be invited to return to Palestine and settle there," and that the policy 
of the League of Nations should be "to recogniz~ Palestine as a Jewish 
State as soon as it is a Jewish State in fact." Moreover, statements 
were made by leading Senators and Congressmen at the time, indicating 
that the Balfour Declaration was understood as a pledge to facilitate 
the ultimate development of a Jewish State or Commonwealth in Palestine. 
Senator Charles L. McNary, for instance, declared: 6 

3 

"Palestine is the connecting link between Europe and Asia. 
The Jews, originally hailing from Asia, but who have become 
Europeans in their diaspora, extending for two thousand years, 
may now also serve as a link between the people of these two 
great continents. It is, thus, a piece of good fortune that the 
Jews should become the governing people of Palestine. This, 
added to the fact that the Holy Land is their historic home, 
the land of their dreams and ambitions, makes the realization 

Fannie Fern Andrews, The Holy Land Under Mandate, Boston, Houghton Miff-
lin, 1951, p. 560; and Cyrus Adler and Aaron A. Margalith, American Inter­
cession on Behalf of the Jews in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the 
United States, 1840-1938, New York, 1945, p. 79. 
4 
Palestine Royal Commission Report, Cmd. 5479, London, 1937, p. 24. 

5 
David Hunter Miller, Mv Diary at the Peace Conference, Vol. IV, p. 265. 

Also see Enclosure A for full document. 
6 
Zionist Organization of America, .American War Congress and Zionism, New 

York, 1919, p. 60. 
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of Zionism at this time almost ideal. Europe may expect great 
results and much benefit from this promised State of Judea, and 
the Allied Governments will not be the losers in helping Israel 
in this accomplishment." 

Page 4 Professor Westermann says that it would be "dangerous to the 
unity of the United Nations" for the Government of the United States 

Conclusion to advocate the abandonment of the White Paper. But it should be re-
s membered that the White Paper was the decision of that British Gove!"l'l..ment 

which was party to the Munich Pact. It was bitterly attacked in Parlia­
ment by leading members of all parties and managed to pass only because 
the Opposition did not wish to overthrow the Government on this issue. 
Leopold Amery, member of the War Cabinet which adopted the Balfour De­
claration and Secretary of the Colonies for many years, declared the 
White Paper "a direct negation of the principles on which our adminis­
tration in Palestine has been based and, in my view at any rate, a re­
pudiation of the pledges on the strength of which the government of 
Palestine was entrusted to our hands." It was attacked by Herbert Mor­
rison, leading member of the Labor Party and Minister of Home Security 
in the present Cabinet, as another example of the Government's colla­
boration with "the agents of Herr Hitler and Signor Mussolini" which 
began "in the days when the Prime Minister had a particular friendship" 
with these gentlemen. Winston Churchill made one of the most brilliant 
speeches in his career, characterizing the White Paper as a mark of the 
moral and physical bankruptcy of the Chamberlain Govern~ent. Is it not 
preposterous to say that it is dangerous to the unity of the United Na­
tions to oppose a policy which was a betrayal of the pledges of all pre­
vious British Governments and which has been so vehemently repudiated by 
leading members of the present Cabinet? 

Page 4 

para. 3 

It should also be borne in mind that morally 4U1d even "technically" -
to use Professor Westermann•s term - the Palestine Mandate is not only 
"the business of the Mandatory Power over Palestine," but of the League 
of Nations and of the United States whict was party to it. After a care­
ful and lengthy discussion in which Malcolm MacDonald, on behalf of the 
British Government, made a tortuous effort to defend the White Paper, 
the Permanent Mandates Commission declared that the "policy set out in the 
White Paper was not in accordance with the interpretation which, in agree­
ment with the Mandatory Power and the Council, the Commission had placed 
upon the Palestine Mandate." It would appear that the United States, as 
party to the Mandate for Palestine through the 1924 Convention with Great 
Britain, has an interest and a responsibility, despite the fact that it is 
not a member of the League, to express its view on this White Paper, which 
is unanimously opposed by all Jews and by the vast majority of American 
liberals. 

I. The Balfour Declaration and the Peace Conference at Paris 

It is certain from the many statements made at the time by British 
leaders, that the British Cabinet, in issuing the pronouncement which 
later became known as the Balfour Declaration, envisaged the ultimate 
establishment of a Jewish State. Lloyd George, who was Prime Minister 
at the time, has affirmed this in unmistakable terms. He reports that 
Balfour, in presenting the proposed declaration to the Cabinet in October 
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1917, said: "It did not necessarily involve the early establishment of an 
independent Jewish state, which was a matter for gradual development in 
accordance with the ordinary line of politi~al evolution." Lloyd George's 
own view of the issue is stated as follows: 7 

"There has been a good deal of discussion as to the mean-
ing of the words •Jewish National Home• and whether it in­
volved the setting up of a Jewish National State in Palestine. 
I have already quoted the words actually used by Mr. Balfour 
when he submitted the Declaration to the Cabinet for its ap­
proval. They were not challenged at the time by any member 
present, and there could be no doubt as to what the Cabinet 
then had in their minds. It was not their idea that a Jewish 
State should be set up immediately by the Peace Treaty without 
reference to the wishes of the majority of the inhabitants. On 
the other hand, it was contemplated that when the time arrived 
for according representative institutions to Palestine, if the 
Jews had meanwhile responded to the opportunity afforded them 
by the idea of a National Home and had become a definite major­
ity of the inhabitants, then Palestine would thus become a Jew­
ish Cow.monwealth. The notion that Jewish immigration would 
have to be artificially restricted in order to ensure that the 
Jews should be a permanent minority never entered into the heads 
of anyone engaged in framing the policy. That would have been 
regarded as unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom we were 
appealing." 

Page 5 The statement made that 11 Zionism was not a problem which warranted 
discussion by the American adviso~s of President Wilson at Paris" is hardly 

para. 2 borne out by the recommendations of the Intelligence Section of the 
American Delegation referred to above. The recommendations on Palestine 
(referred to above) were part of a carefully considered general plan for 
a postwar settlement, the section on Palestine being itself part of a 
division dealing with the disposition of territories formerly under the 
Ottoman Empire, including Mesopotamia, Syria and Arabia. In other words, 
the idea of setting aside Palestine for Jewish settlement with the pol­
icy of ultimately recognizing Palestine as a Jewish State was part of 
an organic plan which gave due consideration to the claims of the Arabs 
in other sections of the Near East. 

Professor Westermann maintains that the United States Government 
never went beyond a general approval and acceptance of the Balfour 
Declaration. But it is generally agreed that through the Convention 
between the United States and Great Britain,8 the United States became 
party also to the Mandate for Palestine. In Article I of the Conven­
tion, it is declared: "Subject to the provisions of the present Conven­
tion the United States consents to the administration of Palestine by 
His Britannic Majesty, pursuant to the Mandate recited above." It is 

7 
David Lloyd George, The Truth About the Peace Treaties, London, Gollancz, 

1938, Vol. II, pp. 1138-1139. See Enclosure B for other statements by 
British leaders. 
8 
Sjgned at London, December 5, 1924. 
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true that the United States did not actively pursue its interest in 
Palestine, but as Professor Carl J. Friedrich, of Harvard University, has 
pointed out, the United States' attitude toward Palestine paralleled its 
general isolationist policy with reference to European and world affairs 
generally, and cannot be taken as a lack of interest in Palestine in 
particular. It is obvious that with the growing importance of the Near 
East in world affairs and the development of American interest there, the 
United States cannot avoid formulating an independent position on the 
Palestine question. As Assistant Secretary of State Breckinridge Long 
recently declared in testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
the American Government has an interest in the broader issues of the 
future of Palestine. He stated: "But the question of Palestine has a 
larger significance ••• We have been interested and will continue to be 
interested from the point of view of the larger aspects of world security 
and of world peace, as well as the rights of human~ and humanitarian 
sympathies and the religious sentiments involved." 

Page 5 II. The Development of the Zionist Claims with Respect to Palestine 

para. 5 The official proposals made by the Zionist leaders, it is true, 
did not employ the term "Jewish State" or "Jewish Commonwealth"; but 
they contained provisions which would give a representative Jewish Agency 
powers to facilitate a large Jewish immigration and make possible the 
creation of a Jewish majority so that when the autonomous Commonwealth 
envisaged would come into being, the Jewish national home would be es­
tablished. This purpose is implied in Article II of the present Mandate, 
which states: "The Mandatory shall be responsible for placing the country 
under such political, administrative and economic conditions as will 
secure the establishment of the Jewish National Home, as laid down in the 
Preamble ••. " The purpose was clearer in the original version proposed by 
the Zionist Organization, which states: "Palestine shall be placed under 
such political, administrative and economic conditions as will secure the 
establishment there of the Jewish National Home, and ultimately render 
possible the creation of an autonomous commonwealth •••• "lO 

Page 5 Professor Westermann implies that the Zionists, though still a 
minority, claim the right to a Jewish Commonwealth because "of their 
superiority to the Arabs of Palestine and the assertion that they already 
have become the most advanced and modern element in the Palestine popula­
tion." No such claim has ever been made. The Jewish Commonwealth formula 
maintains that it should be established only after the Jews have become a 
majority in Palestine. The recommendation of the American Intelligence 
Section at the Peace Conference was made with full awareness of the fact 
that at that time the Jews constituted only a minority of the population 
of Palestine; but the American experts as well as the British statesmen 

9 
As quoted by Carl J. Friedrich, American Policy Toward Palestine, 

American Council on Public Affairs, 1944, p. 22. 
10 

Reports of the Executive to the XIIth Zionist Congress (1921), Vol. 
I, p. 74. 
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and the League of Nations, which approved the Mandate, thought it alto­
gether right that in the general arrangement in which the Arabs received 
vast territories which were to be developed as Arab states, that the 
"small niche" of Palestine - to use Lord Balfour's phrase - should be 
set aside for the development of a Jewish Commonwealth. 

There is no record that the Arabs "claimed Palestine for the Pal­
estinians at the Paris Peace Conference." David Hunter Miller, in his 
Diary, records the fact that Feisal definitely agreed that "Palestine", 
for its universal character, should be "left on one side for the mutual 
consideration of all parties concerned." There are several statements 
on the part of Feisal in which he indicates his willingness to cooperate 
with the Zionists; there are, of course, the famous Feisal-Weizmann Agree­
ment and the Feisal-Frankfurter Correspondence. If the Palestine Arabs -
as distinct from the Arab delegation generally - had another point of 
view, it was not expressed at the Peace Conference. At the time of the 
Peace Conference the Arabs agreed to relinquish Palestine if British 
support could be obtained for the ambitious plan to establish a large 
Arab state in which Arabia, Mesopotamia and Syria would be included. The 
Palestine Royal Commission puts it in a nutshell: "If King Husain and the 
Emir Feisal secured their big Arab state, they would concede little 
Palestine to the Jews." Years later the Palestine Arabs repudiated the 
leadership of Feisal, declaring that he represented only his father, the 
King of the Hedjaz, but this was an afterthought. At the time of the 
Peace Conference Feisal was universally recognized as the leader of the 
Arab movement; it will be remembered that his father, Husain, had negoti­
ated with the British on behalf of all the Arabs. The change in Arab 
policy did not result primarily because of increased Jewish immigration 
into Palestine, although this was used as an argument. It was due mostly 
to the fact that Great Britain and France had failed to keep their promise 
to encourage a united Arab state outside of Palestine and to fulfil their 
pledge to the Arabs with reference to the degree of independence in Iraq 
and Syria. This failure threw the Arab extremists into the saddle, and 
these rejected Feisal•s compromise. 

Page 6 It is true that there has been a general increase in anti-Zionist 
feeling among the Arabs in Palestine, and anti-Jewish feeling in the 

para. 1 Near East generally. But Professor Westermann fails to note that this 
has gone along with a general increase of .Arab chauvinism which has found 
expression in intolerance toward Greeks, Armenians, Assyrian Christians, 
and even toward the gentle followers of Bahai. He fails, moreover, to 
point out the part that Nazi propaganda and the activities of the Mufti 
of Jerusalem have played in the development of anti-Jewish feeling. He 
forgets to mention that the Ali al-Gailani revolt in Iraq was stimulated 
by German propaganda and was backed by a powerful organization built up by 
the Mufti of Jerusalem. 11 It becomes ever clearer that the disturbances 

11 
See C. L. Sulzberger, "German Preparations in the Middle East", 

Foreign Affairs, July 1942, pp. 666 ff. 
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between 1956 and 1959 were aided and abetted by the Axis Powers as part 
of their general plan to draw off British forces from Europe to the Near 
East as the first step in the attack against the West. 

The Palestine issue has been sedulously cultivated by Arab na­
tionalists and by British officials antagonistic to Zionism as a means 
of cementing "Arab unity." The unity of the Arab world on the Palestine 
issue is, however, more apparent than real. Of course, all the Arab states 
are opposed to making Palestine a Jewish state; but this does not mean 
that the Arab states are agreed as to the future role of Palestine in the 
Arab world. Each Arab state would naturally like to have Palestine under 
its own influence. Superficially, it might appear that the Arabs, al­
though much divided on the question of forming a federation after the war, 
are at least united on the Palestine question, but it is more likely that 
Palestine is the important bone of contention between them because of its 
strategic and commercial importance. The difficulty of finding a 
Palestine representative for the recent Cairo Conference has been attri­
buted to various causes - most generally to the internal conflict between 
the Nashashibis and the Husainis, the leading Arab political families of 
Palestine. It is more probable that it has a deeper cause in the rivalry 
between the various Arab states and the reluctance of the Arab leaders of 
Palestine to place themselves in a position of subordination to the larger 
states which have already achieved independence. 

Page 6 III. The Possibility of Population Movement in Palestine in the Coming 
Decades 

para. 2 The purpose of the discussion of Miss Ruth Hinden 1 s article on the 
population problem in Palestine is not clear; in any case, the implica­
tions are not those that she suggests. Miss Hinden points out that de­
spite the relatively high birth rate of the Jews in Palestine as compared 
with European populations, the natural increase of the Moslem Arabs in 
Palestine - which is the highest recorded in the world - is still greater, 
and that if Jewish immigration is stopped or greatly limited, the Jewish 
ratio in the population is bound to fall. The article was written after 
the publication of the White Paper, and has generally been taken by 
Zionists to support their view that the curtailment of Jewish immigration 
into Palestine is bound to result in giving the Jews a permanent minority 
status in Palestine. 

Professor Westermann correctly quotes Miss Hinden when he says that, 
"The true rate of natural increase of the Arabs of Palestine as compared 
with that of the Jews is 21.4 against 10.9 per thousand," but he fails to 
indicate that Miss Hinden uses the word "true" in a purely technical sense 
to indicate the method she uses to calculate natural increase. (She bases 
the calculation of the fertility of the Moslem Arab in Palestine on the 
number of women and age distribution in the population during 1951 and on 
certain assumptions concerning the Moslem mortality tables during the next 
generation.) In the summary, she warns the reader that: "The •true' rate 
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of natural increase which can be calculated from the net reproduction and 
the mean length of a generation is only applicable in fact once a •stable• 
population has been reached - which may, if the present rates of fertility 
and mortality are maintained, take some sixty years." 

The actual experience during the last twenty-five years does not 
indicate as great a difference in the natural increase between the Jewish 
and Arab populations as Miss Hinden 1a purely theoretical formula would 
indicate. The following short table shows the actual figures for 
various periods in the past: 

Year 

1922-25 average 
1926-50 " 
1951-55 " 

Moslems 

25.26 
25.14 
24.90 

Jews 12 

21.19 
22.65 
21.01 

Because of the many factors involved, particularly the great divergence 
in infant mortality as between the Jews and Moslems, the difference in 
the rate of natural increase between Jews and Moslems in the next genera­
tion will probably resemble the actual figures during the last twenty-five 
years more closely than the scientifically correct, but purely theoretical, 
figures shown by Miss Hinden. Miss Hinden, of course, indicates quite 
clearly that the actual situation need not follow the theoretic one close­
ly. In any case, her main conclusion stands: namely, if Jewish immigra­
tion is curtailed, the percentage of Jews in the population will show a 
marked fall with the passage of time. 

Professor Westermann concludes: "In any of these cases, the Zionist 
claim to leadership in the country as based upon the superiorities deriv­
ing from a higher cultural standard, must in the long run be seriously 
impaired." As noted above, the Zionists do not claim leadership in the 
country on the basis of superiority, and they are the fi~st to decry the 
difference in cultural and economic standards between the Jews and the 
Arabs. The Zionist program is predicated on the idea that the Arab 
standard of life is to be raised and should gradually approach the higher 
standards in health, education and wages now maintained by the Jewish 
section of the population. The Zionist plan is to develop the natural 
resources and the industrial possibilities of Palestine to their utmost, 
and to provide for the natural growth of the Arab population as well as 
for a very much larger Jewish population. The present Arab superiority in 
numbers is to be overcome through opening the doors of Palestine to large 
Jewish immigration, unrestricted by political considerations, and by giv­
ing the Jewish Agency the powers necessary to initiate a large scale 
economic development. 

The graph shown by Professor Westermann in his Appendix 2, which 
indicates that an immigration of 20,000 Jews per year could be permitted 
without appreciably changing the present ratios in the population is, of 

12 
Palestine Partition Commission Report, London, 1958, p. 25 
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course, not an original or novel affair. Such graphs were introduced in 
the Shaw Commission Report on the Palestine disturbances of 1929 when the 
political limitation of Jewish immigration into Palestine was first hinted 
at. 13 (Hitherto only the "economic absorptive capacity" principle had 
been employed to limit Jewish immigration.) The Royal Commission Report 
of 1937 made the principle of "political limitation" of immigration a de­
finite recommendation in case their suggestion of partition fell through. 
This Report also shows a graph indicating the ratio of Jews to Arabs in 
the future, on the basis of various assumptions concerning natural increase 
and annual immigration (p. 281). It should be clear that such tables or 
graphs do not indicate any inevitable line of development: what will 
actually happen will depend upon a variety of factors. For instance, a 
large Jewish immigration immediately after the war would µpset all of 
these prognostications. What they do indicate is that if the Jews are not 
to remain a minority in Palestine, a large Jewish immigration is requisite. 

Page 7 IV. Recommendations (of Professor Westermann) 

Professor Westermann avoids meeting the issue: it is not proposed 
that Palestine be accepted as the "sole refugee solution." Professor 
Westermann's argument is designed to prevent Palestine from contributing 
in the measure that it can to the problem of the refugee. 

Immediate Policy 

2. Professor Westermann suggests that the United States offer tem­
porary refuge to those who may wish to come here. He does not indicate 
what he means by "temporary" nor what disposition should be made of these 
refugees after the period of temporary provision shall have passed. 

3. He urges that countries freed from Nazi domination be encouraged 
to receive any Jewish refugees from Europe who may desire to enter them. 
In the face of the failure of the Evian and Bermuda Conferences, and in 
view of the well-known fact that these countries have their own problems 
and are not anxious to welcome Jews, this can hardly be regarded as a 
serious recommendation. 

Long Range Plans 

Is the wish of 21,000,000 Arabs to prevail whether it is reasonable 
or unreasonable, in the face of the great Jewish need and as against the 
reasoned wish of the great majority of Jews, supported by a large section 
of the Christian world? By roaking the Jewish state issue the predominant 
one, Professor Westermann obscures the real issue. The main questions 
that must be answered at the present time have to do with immigration and 
the right of settlement in Palestine. The Arabs are opposed not only to 
the Jewish state ultimately. but to any further Jewish immigration !ill1!..:.. 

15 
Report of the Commission on the Palestine Disturbances of August 1929, 

1930, Cmd. 5530, pp. 202 ff. 
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The Zionist belief that the problem of rehabilitation of the Jews 
in Europe will prove an extraordinarily difficult one is not "based on 
a defeatism", but on an analysis of the Jewish situation which has prov­
en only all too tragically correct. Professor Westermann is ready to 
limit immigration into Palestine on the assumption that many Jews would 
not go there, although he admits that it is as yet anybody's guess how 
many of the Jews will wish to return to the countries of their origin or 
go to Palestine after the war. The Zionist position does not involve 
forcing any Jews to go to Palestine, but keeping the doors of Palestine 
open so that those Jews who need to, or who wish to, will have the choice 
of going to Palestine or settling elsewhere. 

The Zionist view of the attitude of European Jews toward Palestine 
is attested to by non-Zionists acquainted with the situation in Europe. 
Mr. David Schweit~er of the American Hias-Ica Emigration Association 
(Hicem), the largest non-Zionist Jewish emigration agency, recently declared: 
"The Jews of Europe do not engage in debates for or against Palestine, but 
only think of possibilities of reaching it.n 14 He pointed out that one im­
portant factor on the part of the refugees settling in Palestine was the de­
sire to "bring up their children in the Jewish homeland." Mr. Schweitzer, 
who had handled the settlement of refugees in San Domingo, which he 
described as "the mouse to which Mount Evian has given birth," declared 
that the difficulties and defeats involved in this experiment had increased 
his interest in Palestine as a place of possible Jewish settlement. 

Page 8 In his final recommendation, namely, that "the Department of State 
continue to follow the Balfour Declaration in its strict interpretation,'' 
Professor Westermann begs the whole question. As abundantly indicated 
above, the evidence accumulates to support the view that the Balfour 
Declaration intended the establishment of a Jewish state in due course if 
the Jews took advantage of the opportunity offered. This purpose was 
obscured by vague wording and by vacillation of the British Government in 
implementing the :Mandate. The lack of a clear and firm policy was a major 
cause for the disturbances in Palestine: the Arabs were led to believe 
that they could have the Jewish national home policy whittled down or 
completely repudiated i£ they used violence. The aim of the Jewish 
Commonwealth proposal is to restore the original meaning of the Balfour 
Declaration and to set forth the policy of the Jewish national home in 
terms that would be unmistakable. Such a clarification of the purpose of 
the Balfour Declaration, it is submitted, is necessary not only that 
justice should be done to the Jews, but that security and peace be es­
tablished in Palestine. To leave the Balfour Declaration undefined is 
simply to continue the sense of insecurity that has plagued the develop­
ment of Palestine during the last quarter of a century. 

14 
Zionist Review, February 11, 1944, p. 4 
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SECRET· 

EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF THE 25TH OCTOBER. 1943. 

TALK WITH THE PRIME MINISTER: 

Dr. Weizmann said that there had been present at the lunoh, 
besides Mr. and Mrs. Churchill and MaJor Churchill, 14r. and 
Mrs. Attlee, Lord Portal, the Dowager Lady Reading, and another 
Labour man whom Dr. Weizmann did not recognise. Dr. Weizmann 
sat between Mrs. Churchill and Lord Portal. During iunoh, Mrs. 
Churchill talked about Quebec and Orde and Lorna Wingate, and at 
one stage Mr. Churchill Joined 1n by saying that he knew Dr. 
Weizmann had wanted Orde Wingate tor Commander-in-Chief of the 
Jewish Force, but they could not have him because he was wanted 
tor other work. 

Atter lunch the ladies retired and Mr. Churchill had 1ntroduoed 
him tocthe other guests in very complimentary terms. The Prime 
Minister said it was a long time since he had seen him, and Dr. 
Weizmann said 1t had been too long for him. Mr. Churchill then 
said that after they had crushed Hitler they would have to 
stablish the Jews 1n the position where they belonged. He bad 
ad an inheritance left to him by Lord Balfour, and he was not 
o.ing__to change. Dr. Weizmann said he did not think the Prime 
1n1ster would change, but there were dark torces·working aga1nat 

them which might force the Cabinet's hand. Major Churchill said 
they were all only human, and none of them getting any younger; 
it was therefore necessary to act quick1y. Mr. Churchill said 
they would have to take some chances. Turning to Dr. Weizmann, 
he said: "You have some very good friendsi tor instance, Mr. 
·Attlee and the Labour Party are committed on this·· matter. 1 Mr. 
Attlee said he certainly was, adding that he ~bought something · 
should be done about Transjordan. Mr. Churchill said he had been 
thinking about partition, but Transjordan was a, good idea. He 
knew the terrible situation of the Jews. They would get com­
pensation, and they would also be able to Judge the criminals. 
Ae regards the position in the Near East he did not take for granted 
all the information that came from that part ot the world. Mr. 
Attlee said to Dr. Weizmann that some of h1s people were overi, 
playing their hand: they were sometimes threatening. Mr. Churoh111 
said they should not do .that. He personally would prater one 

'/

good row. He would advise them not to have a series or rows. 
What they had tocdo . was to watch the timing. He would not say 
publicly what he was telling Dr • . Weizmann now: there would.__ba 
quest1ons._ftnq_he_woulAJ:_ave to lose_!;ime expla1n1ng.~hey c~. 
quotenis public' utterances,-and-say. that he would not budge ·~~A 

1 them. _ _ ....________________ . · -- - , ~ ---- ' Mr. Churchill repeated that they had a number or good friend11 
Mr. Attlee was committed, the Labour Party was committed, the 
Ua.nchester Guardian was f~1endly, eto. He .understood, however» 

y 
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that there were oertqin Jews in America who were opposed. He 
thought Dr. We1zmann should try and win over :Jr. Baruch. Mr. 
Chu.rohill had talked to Mr. Baruch, and had told him that he was 
wrong, but had not suoceeded in persuading him. Mr. Churchill 

I went on to say that he was not going to change his views; he would 
bite deeply into the problem, and it was going to be "the biggest 

j pl~ ot the war. 11 
. 

When Mr. Churchill mentioned partition, Major Randolph and 
Dr. Weizmann demurred, and Mr. Churchill replied that he had been 

I against it originally, but now they had to produce something new 
,. instead ot the White Paper. He had not meant partition 1n the 

I 
11te~al sense - he then mentioned something about the Negev and 
TransJordan. · 

Speaking ot the Arabs, the Prime Minister said that they had 
done very llttle, and in some . instances had made things difficult 
tor us. He would remember this when the day of .reckoning oame. 
Mr. Church111 added that when the Palestine issue oarne up, he 
would speak out, and prooeeded to give the headings of his speech. 
He finished off by saying that Dr. Weizmann need not worr1 - they 
had a wonderful oase. 

At one stage, Dr. Weizmann mentioned that anti-semitism was 
growing, and the Prime Minister said he thought 1t was not so, 
and Lord Portal agreed with him. · 

Mr. Churchill said they oould not yet discuss details. On 
the subject or the Arms Trial, the Prime Minister clearly did not 
know the details, but aa1d again that they should not threaten. 
He suggested that Dr. Weizmann should go to Palestine, adding 
Jokingly that he had treedom of movement throughout the Empire. 

At one stage Dr. Weizmann said that March 1944 was approaching, 
and he feared then to see a notice over the gates of Palestine; 
1No Jew need apply.• From Mr. Churohill 1 s reply it had appeared 
that they were thinking ot carrying 0orwe.rd the balance of oer­
titioates after March 1944, and Mr~ hurchill added that in a 
couple ot mo_nths or so atter that, something else might turn up. 

Mr. Churc~ill quoted, during the talk, the saying that "God 
deals with the nations as they deal with the Jews." .Mr. Churchill 
also said that .of every fifty officers who came back from the. 
Middle ~st, only one spoke favourably of the Jews - but that has 
merely gone .to .convince him that he was right. 

When the party broke up, and Dr. Weizmann said goodbye, the 
Prime Minister 

1
said: 11Not goodbye - au revo1r", and that he would 

see Dr. Weitmann again. Dr. Weizmann said he was glad ·to hear 
that beoaus~ he had understood that the Prime Minister was not 
very keen 09 1see1ng 'him, and sometimes urgent things arose which 
he could d~sj,uss only with him. · 

. I 
The lun'oh and the talk which followed lasted until 3.30 p.m. 

I 
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crncI1i:rATI , onro, OCTOBER 26 , 1943 

A ,-13et.".rs of tfue Ex-3 cutj_v-'.) Bo::i.rd. of tbe Centr:il Confe:>:>ence 

of .\m9rican H1.~1bi3 vras 1--el'1 t:. t Hotel Si~1ton , Ci!rnir,r..e.ti , 01:io , on 

~lS8l~7 , October 26th , 1943 ~ith ths President , Solo2~n B. ?reehof 

in th,e Cr.:·.5.r . 

Solonon E. 

FrG.:;hof , i'-.b:1a rlillel Silver, Harr-; i'.:> . ,:~ar3olis , Sid.1•~:: L . r~egner, 

Isn·~c E. ~:arc11son , ?l1ilip D • .bool:::Jtaber , J11lius 1.'.nr::: , P.b:."a,-,,_,-~ 

s·•,1.1_3':.e:."r1an , r,:8.nr·ice cT . B10,y·1 , ',1Jil:.ia:-;: G . Bro.ude , J'J1,13s G. YeL .. er, 

P.2.~1crt G. i:iinda , P' ii:eo.s S,"loller , 1-.arry J . Storn . 

Ii-:.' 1r:l ce l·~ . Ej se11dro.th , dir0~tor 0f tl·e Union of -·-:-:er::..c'.11 

•• a1J"2 ' c.._--.~, srei:;a tions , vr~•.s 1nvj_ted to a tterd the r•1eetinG • 

ri ~ ~ rER: T, e openin.:; Pra er vrr s offered by Rabbi Abbu H . Sil V"'l'. 

ELECTIOIJ OF r,:Er.:B3RS: The follov,ring 'il0".i.."'e elec ted to 'ner::osra''}:.p: 

c· rl I . t:Iille1,,, Harris Hirschberg , Se:ymonr J . Stern , Ab:ra!.:ara E·lG·3l ~ 

I:orn , Alfrc1 J . Barns ton , Herbert E . Drooz, Lecrl.9.rd A. Greenberg 1 

D1:_;ene J . Lipman , Juli1 J.s ,T . Hodel , 'iv'illiu.Pl Seligman , Rj_ch8rd. E. 

Sir ger , BGI':-:ard. J . Starlcof f, Leo J . StiJ.lpas s , Theodore · riencr ., 

Rabbi Braude in ci~r0 e of Refugee applications ~sked t~at 

more time be gra::1.ted to investigate t:"e ap)lication of Abro.~ -:-,,"1 1--L 

Goldberg , Sedalia , Uo . 

and the follo•.-,ing act1on ·,-ras ta1~en : Fredrick Frar:L: , the Tr.<;ast'rs:r 

to write him , Mos9s Abels , ~ues re~itte1 , Halevi B~ron , TreaLJ1r3r 

to ac Je.'t an~, a:nom1. t 1.e o-< .:'ers ; RG.u'-:.ale Levine, Lo11.is J . Cas1~'.] an, 

,St0-r,>en ,'3herman ard :·:Ianfreri s~,arsensky , Tre'ls 1.1r1:;r to bi 7 1 them 

The Secret, • .-:.~:,,- vr.s instr:.rnte4. to vrri t9 to Mortimer I • .bl oo• ,,; 

Ephraim Fischoff , Peis'3r Jacobs , 3i:rome Mar1~ , :,: •-:.::rice Uaz01re, ~-!' 1 

j_nfor:·1 the-11 that t>'?J wi 1.1 be dron 11ed froPl the riembsrship list un· 

less •1.v.0s ~re paj_d . TLe ck.3s of Alb9rt :Vlic1---.els ·.vt:1 remitted . :-ro 

i)ill ·. c.s to be sent to H~r·old Re nhardt until aft?-r t:Lc ·::ar . 

Tl,e no'11bership of Benj ~1 rriin Ps.rker was riis continued s ~nee it 

w~s re~orted that ~e is no lancer in~~ Ra~binate . 
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l. 

In regard to Chaplains who are exempt from dues while in 

service it was moved and adopted tl11.t they be not billed for dues 

which they owed upon entering the Chaplaincy until after the war. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT: The President reported th 1.t he h2d requested 

the .Je,;1ish Welfare Board to increaze our representation on the 

Arr1-y and ITavy Committee from six to seven anrl th9.t he had naned 

Rabbi .James G. Heller as the extra delegate. 

The President reported that he bad named Rabbi Heller as tLe 

second delegate of the Conference to the American .JeTiish Conferenc8. 

':lHlt the Je'7ish Yfelfare Bo·1rd has asked that a special pra~rer be r·: 

,,n J-Om Kippur for soJ.rliers who have lost their lives in the war 

o..n1 the President reported thJ.t he had prepared such a prayer an:l 

c:111 t it hud beer:i. sent to the members • 

The President further reported th ,,-1. t he r,ad joined in sen1J.ng 

oat a lett:::;r to congregations asking that unless it -.:ms unavoidabls 

pulpits should not be filled during tl"'e war so as to protect the 

interest of the nen serving.in Chaplaincy. 

Rabbi Heller .1'pf~red to several cases of c nge of pulpits 

by men v1ho are not in the Chaplaincy and urged that congre0s.tio~s 

be requested ;.1.0t to fill pulpits perlilanently until t h e Ch2.plains 

return. 

ftJ::ERICAN JEWISH CONF'EREl-TCE: Rabbi Silver introduced the follov1h~g 

resolution which ·;.ras a-:lopte1: 

Having received t11e report of its delegates v1ho attended 

t he recent sessions of the A.rnerican Jewish Conference, tre 

Executive Board of t he COAR expresses its satisfaction 

with the outcome of this historic Conference and with the 

contribution v1hich our representatives T11ade to·rrards its 

deliberations. It ratifies the action of its delegates 

in supporting all the resolutions v1hich vrnre adopted at the 

Conference. It expresses the hope that this great and 

democra.tically representative body of rlmerican Jewry will 

continue to funtion and to serve the ca~se of our people 

in these critical times. 
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COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS: The President named Rabbis Heller, 

Silver and Smoler to meet with a similar committee of the Union 

to nominate representatives on the Joint Commissions. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMIT.PEES: It was moved and adopted that the Pr8si­

dent shall name a committee on committees to meet the day before t~, 

October meeting of the Executive Board and suggest appointments on 

the standing committees of the Conference. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: The Treasurer reported that the Investment 

Committee recom ended thut it be authorized to se~l certain bonds 

to the value of $47,000 and invest the money in governr.t3nt bonds. 

The Treasurer reported that the sum of $500.00 was bequeath ei:< 

+;o the Central Conference of Americans in the will of Fanny Shon .. 

It was moved and adopted that all bequests be credited to 

t he Pension Fund. 

The Treasurer further reported that he had been informeci. t l~..1·, 

Dr. Mattuck who rer ~esents the Conference in England in taking 

cqre of Refugee Rabbis had expended a sum of about $400,00 on 

behalf of one Refugee "For the Philadelphia Committee II and ask•:.::.:. 

that the money be refunded. It was moved and adopted that Rat-:: •;_ 

Ihttuck be asked for vrhom the money was spent and why the Coni' <• ~~,: 

should be expected to pay it and if the the Treasurer asce:rta :;_ :rn 

that it was for the Conference that Dr. Mattuck be repaid. f(, l ' t':., 

amount he has expended. 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Rabbi Regner gave a report for the finoJJc_, -

secretary. 

ISSERMAN REPORT: Rabbi Isserman, who had just returned from a 

trip to the gattle fronts as a Red Cross representative was i nry ~­

by the President to report on conditions 1s he found t h em ther· ,, 

He expressed great concern about conditions in the Qhaplaincy n.r .. :t 

the need of more Jewish Chaplains to look after the Jewish men. 

It vrns moved and adopted that we bring these facts to the attem, .:. , 

of our representatives on CANRA with a request that they go into 

the matter and explore if necessary new channels of approach so ,_, 

more Chaplains may be made available if possible. 
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CEAPLAIIJCY. The President rend the Tentative Principles on replace-­

men ts of Chaplains dravm. up by the Chaplaincy Committse. It vras 

moved and adopted that the Executive rioard commend the committee 

for its excellent work and that it approves of the principles dra·.:n 

up but th8.t in the l <t st paragraph referring to the Commit tee askir..g 

GongrcgatiOJl':l in which more than one Rabbi is serving a n exception 

b8 lind .J in cases where the senior rabbi is engaged in National 

Activities 'Hhich require his ::i.bsonce. It 'Nas further moved and 

ado' teri tr.n t our Committee be informed th at it is t he opinion of 

the Executive Board t hat the Corrrrnittee shall not be permitted to 

rical vii t h the Congregation s Boa rds except to S!J.feguard the rights 

The President rei:1orted t hat of the 180 Jevd.sh Chaplains now 

in service 1 02 a re raembers of t he C;AR. 

CCH,'tr,IITTEE ON PUBLICt.TIONS: Rabbi Marcusen reported for the Publi ·­

cations Committee. He reported tha t revised volume two, Union 

Pra7/Gr r.i.)01- , was in the ha111s of the printer but could not a p. ':, · 

until aftE::r the war, o.s suitable paper d.nd bj_nd ing cloth coulj_ · _ 

be secured. The stock of unrevised volume two, Union Prayer B,_ •-

1.vas completely exhausted and a new edition was being print-er:,, :L 

-c>e services for summer camps had been revised by t he chairrr.H.': 

t:e Liturgy Committee anrl ;;;ould be printed during the year • .1.., 

was m~d and adopted that the music which has been publisl~ed ::.,:;,-_ -...,., 

experimental form for Union Prayer Book, volume one be boti_nd ,r1~. t~ 

Union Hymnal, part two v1hen the nff'T music for New Year and Atone • 

rnent is re'ldy. 

The chairman called attent:lon to the fact th qt the Comn i ttP . 

~n Ceremoni e s was publishing special sarvice which consis ted of 

changes to t he Union Prayer Book . It was moved and c:J.dop terl that 

no addHions to the .l.i!-f='::.~rcture of the CCAR shall be published ';,. t··,. 

out the cci1sent of the Executive Bo8.rd and that all t he lit"J.r:-· 

ma t e rial nec:::ssary for experimental ceremonial servic--;s shall :J9 

r~ferred to or prepared b y the Committ0e on Liturgy. 

In re ·ard co the pray ers from the Union Praye r Bool{ which 

1--.e.ve been printed on ornamental ca ris ,md 1:tre being sold by tb (.,:i 

11' ticnal F'e-jeration of Temple Brotherhoods, it was 111oved ,1r i 
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the Executive Board that all profits from this source shall be 

used for the printing of additional copies for free distribution 

among the armed forces. 

PROGRAM: Rabbi Silver reported for the Program Committee for the 

·.1.ext convention. It was moved and adopted that there shall be a 

panel discussion on Practical Problems of the Ministry lead by 

Rabbis Silver, Abraham Feinstein, Fram, George B. Lieberman, Alfred 

Wolf. A paper on the Rights of the Individual and the Rights of 

the States to be prepared bT Bernard J. Bamberger and a paper on 

~., ,_daism and Property and Profits, John J. Tepfer. That on Se~.1rday 

r,:'ternoon there shall be a program of Spagog Music. Rabbi Braude 

'if is to prepare the program of music. 

That there was to be no Conference Lecture but the President 1 ~ 

E0ssage was to be presented in place therof at the Sabbath Ev3ning 

oervice. That the Conference Sermon be delivered by Jacob J. 

Weinstein . 

It was decided that the Convention shall begin on Friday 

·:norning, June 23rd and end Monday noon. 

TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION: Rabbi Margolis reported for Corrir. -:. ., 

on Time and Place of the Convention. He stated that he had irn0 ' .. _ 

of many resorts but was unable to get hotel accommodations. I~· .. 

moved and adopted that the Cornmi ttee shall try whether accom.rnod.a·;:,:;_ · 

can be secured at Atlantic City and if not that we meet in Cincir.n·· 

2ti, it being the 60th anniversary of the Alumnal Association of t : 

Hebrew Union College. 

MORGENSTERN'S ADDRESS: Rabbi Silver introduced a resolution pro­

testing against certain statements reported to have been made by t.r.t: 

President of the Hebrew Union College in his address at the openir~f-~ 

of the college. The following substitute resolution prepared by 

Rabbi Minda was adopted: 

At its meeting in Cincinnati on Tuesday, October 

26th, the Executive Board of the CCAR took cognizance of 

the adriress by Dr. Julian Morgenstern, President of the 

..::e':Jr~••r Union College on the subject "Nation, People, Reli­

·~:, tm~ ·.vhat Are We ? 11 dealing with Zionism, The ~erican 

,J o•:lr=:!~ Cc.nferenc6 etc. which has raised serious qne.3:: .~ c: 
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the Executive Board of the Conference sets forth the resol­

ution adopted at its annual convention June 22-27 1943 held 

at New York and one ad.opted by the Executive Board at its 

meeting on October 26th, 1943. 

It was moved and adopted that copies of this resolution be 

sent to the Jewish Press. 

AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM: Rabbi Heller protested about cert9L~ 

.:.et"Cers v1h i ch vrere sent to the members of certain congregations , 

the subject of Zion'ism supposedly by members of the -¾lerican Couac: 

for Judaism, The President announced that he would refer the matt•= 

to the Arbitration Committee for investigation. 

u7.HOU -CONFERENCE PENSION FUND: Rabbi Gup, chairman of the Pensior 

Plan , vrn s invited to address the Board on the subject of the Union­

Conference Pension Fund. It W'1.S moved and adopted that we accept 

the proposed Pension Plan; that the Conference will pay the amount 

agreed upon namely $1,500 toward expenses $5,000 a year out of the 

Treasury toward up-building the fund and that t he sum of $150 ,000 

shall be turned over to the trustees when a committee consisting 

of the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and the Secretarie& 

are satisfied that the plan is organized and in working ordsr. St 

all Legacies which have been ear-marked for Pension Funds s}~alJ. 

be turned over to the trustee:J when the Fu..nd begins functionil~> 

CONFIRJ\"IATION PROGRAM: It was moved and. adopted that on accour.t ~ 

the short session, the Religious Education Day Program be omi tte-· 

at the next convention and that the program on Confirm~tion be 

ostponed for one year . It was likenise moved and adooted that t~ 

Program Corrnnittee be asked to see whether a discussion of Reljgir" 

'"fork in Universities can be fitted into the Panel Discussion. 

cor;JHTTEES APPOI1:TE-::>: The President presented the list of standir..~ 

committees for tbe yea..r which were adopted by the Board. 

EI,lERGEFCY PLACEMENT CO?:IJ.:ITTEE: The President appointed a commitk · 

consisting of Rabbis Morgenstsrn, ~tephen s. Wise, Eisendrath, 

Egel son, Maccoby , Margolis, Leipziger, and Brickner to serve as t 1• 

Em,::;r0 ency Placement Committee. This committee was not to be a per 

__ .• "ce .. t r:acernent Committee but vms to stud-·y and devise plans f-.~ 

1 · - .r· --- i ;ustment and replacement of ChapJ.sins and tomp1.,:"'3.r'" ·,, 

-• I 
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RESOLUTIONS: Action on the recommendations of the Committee on 

Marriage, Family and tbe Home, on resolttbn III and on recommenda­

tion VII of the President Message Committee Report was postpone4. 

until the next meeting of the Executive Board. 

The meeting adjourned . 

Resp3ctfully submitted, 

Isaac E. Marcuson 
Administrative Secretary 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 4 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

October 27, 1943. 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee was held Wednesday, 
October 27, 1943, at 2,15 p.m., at 41 East 42nd Street, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Silver (presiding), Mr. Bubliok, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg, 
Mrs. Jacobs, Mr. Neumann, Mrs. Pool, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Shulman, 
Mr. Wertheim. 

Rabbi Bernstein, Rabbi Gold, Mr. Gross, Rabbi Steinberg. 

Dr. Goldmann; Rabbi Feuer, Mr. Isreeli, Mr. Kenen,Mr. Lourie, 
Mr. Mont or, Mr. W eisgal. 

Mr. Hamlin, Mr. Silverman. 

WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE FROM AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

The decision taken by the American Jewish Committee to withdraw from 
the Conference was discussed. 

It was agreed that the resignation of members and groups from the 
Committee was to be favored. It 'tlas urged, howev.er, that no campaign b~ . 
launched all over the country against the Committee, which would fritter away 
our efforts and divert attention from our main goal of fighting the White 
Paper. 

The importance of impressing upon our Government that the Committee 
does not represent a .large segment of Jewish life in America was also stressed. 

With regard to the opinion expressed that it would be unwise to fight 
the American Jewish Committee at the same time that we are fighting the White 
Paper, it was pointed out that it was all one fight, and should be a fight 
to the finish. It would be most unwise to ignore the withdrawal of the 
American Jewish Committee, it was believed; it was necessary to state again 
and again, from synagogue pulpits, from the platform, in newspapers, that they 
represent no one except a few individuals and are responsible to no one 
beyond themselves. 

Dr. Silver stated that in hoping for cooperation between Zionists and 
non-Zionists in a Zionist program we have been laboring under an illusion, 
which has led us to many detours and has always brought us to grief. He 
was convinced that Zionists and non-Zionists can cooperate only on a non­
Zionist program. The Jews in England have discovered that, he pointed out, 
as have the American Zionists time and again, ever since the establishment 



of the enlarged Jewish Agency, which disintegrated after the death of 
Louis Marshall. He recalled that the original purpose of organizing the 
Conference had been to rally the Jewish community to the Zionist program, 
and not to work for a program acceptable to Zionists and non-Zionists. 
Only later was it decided to try to include all groups, in the hope that 
they would accept our program; and in the endeavor to secure their co­
operation many concessions were made to them, - changing the name, the 
system of elections, etc. 

The crux of the matter is, Dr. Silver pointed out, that the American 
Jewish Committee leaders are opposed to Jewish nationalism. Both in the 
statement issued by the Committee after Judge Proskauer came to office in 
January and again in this statement, there is no reference to the Jewish 
National Home. Dr. Silver believed that we must face the situation, that 
our task is to undermine the influence of the opposition, to fret them at 
every opportunity, in order to break their influence in important quarters, 
and to organize our own work on an outright Zionist program. 

Mr. Kenen then read the statement to be issued by the Emergency 
Council, which he had drafted. There followed considerable discussion, in 
the course of which further suggestions were made for a number of points to 
be included in the statement. Attention was drawn to the fact that the 
American Jewish Committee's present position was inconsistent with its past 
history and with its own record on the subject of Palestine, in that it now 
pointedly omits<any reference to the Jewish National Home, the Balfour 
Declaration or the Mandate. 

It was decided that Dr. Silver, Rabbi Steinberg, Rabbi Feuer and 
Mr. Kenen r~work the stateoent to be issued to the press, which should be 
directed to the Palestine issue on which the American Jewish Committee 
\d th drew from the Conference. 

The meeting adjourned at 4145 p.m. 

A.L. 
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REFORM R.H)BIS RLTIFY ALL RESOLUTIOlrn OF AMERICAN JE" 1Sh CONFERENCE 

NE1:"1 YORK, Oct. 26, (JTA)-- All thE.. r ;_ solutions of the Amc;ric!'.l.n Jewish Con­
ference v1E:re ratified t oday by the cXLcutivL committH :::,f the ce:ntral confc.rence 
cf AmErican Rc.bbis c. t e. meLtin6 ir, Cir.cir.y.i,ti which o.d ,_.pt c d the followin6 resolu­
ti on : 

11Ervir.; r ;.,cc ived th0 n.pe,rt __,f its dchgo.tcs whc. c.ttcnde d the r C; cent s e s­
sions cf thC; Amc ricc.r, J evJ ish C0nfer<.e1,c'-', th" Ex cutive Board c f the Cc:r,tre-1 Con­
fcrt,nce cf AmE:ricc.n Rabbis cxprE:ss'-s its S[,tisf1:..cti ...,n with tl10 cutc c.,me of this 
hi stcric ccr.fc rc,ncc c.Ld 1 i th the contri buticr, which our r'-pr e s "nt c.ti v e; s made t oward 
its deliberations. It ratifi e s the a cti on cf its delegat"s i n supporting all the 
r ;_solutiots which were adopt ed &t the ccnfer~ncc, rt expre ss e s thL hope tha t this 
g,r ct. t end dcme,c rn.ticL.lly r<- pre se nt Cctive body of Ame rican J c wry will c onti nue to 
fuLction end t, .. s e rve th E; cfaUSL .:.f our pc:ople in th'- Sc: critical time s~" 

Th<- !~zrnchi Orb&niz&tion of AmLri ca , the Zi~nist L&borite pc.rty and ohher 
ZL .. nist g,roups t oclo.y issued st&t em2nts criticizing; the Am,., ricc.n J .::vvish ccmmi tte e 
fer ,;,i thdrn1ing from th'- Ame rican J (.;v•1 ish Confe r Lnc e . A meeting cf the c. XLcuti ve 
cf thL American Zic.,~ist Emergency ccuLci l will be he ld t omorrow t 0 decide on ac­
tion tc be t &ken by Zicnist ~roups iL th~ United St&tes with rcgc.rd to thL situa­
t:i.cn which hes d'-velc.ped c s £. r e sult Gf the withdrc.wal of the. Amc. ric an J ewish 
Ccmmi ttc. c. fr-om the CunfErtncc . 

Endc. ssab R'-'sip1s frcm the Am;.;rict.n Jewish Committee 

Hud&ssnh 1 s twc.rity-ninth D.Lnuc,l ccnvc.r,ti on, ,,,hich op,.,nt.d last nig,ht £..t 
th"' Henr y Hudse,r. B:--tel, £~dopt e d o. r €sc.lution t o ,•:ithdrc.v1' frvm mt.mbE.rship in thG 
Arncricn.n J,,wish cc,mmitt .... c. . p.::,intir:.6 cut thc,t the. d~lc 6 ntes cf H£..du.ssah "he:.vc 
h£.rn~d with dap r egr e t cf the actior.. of thL Amc.. rice.n J c.Wi sh Cc.,mmi tt<::'- , which hE-s 
wi thdr uwn frcm the Amcoricc.n J L,, ish C_,1 fcrc.;nCL , thus isc l c.ting itself fr om the 
ur:.i tc:d Jc,•·ish re pre scr.tctioL i n thct ccnfLr,.riet. c.r.d brcc.kir,6 the: unity of An.cricc.n 
Jewry," t he r c.scluti cr, sc.ys : 

11 1r.;_ r..r.: c:r.cc: r r.cd , t c" , the.t this dtci sL.in wc,s m&d€ by the c. Xc:cut ive c om­
mittcic c1· t he. Ar:kr-ico.r. Jc;wish ccmmitt -.:.0 d---spi~e th;; c.dr nc. st plc:c. of some: of its 
membe rs t h£.t the ,r tte r be: n.ft; rr ;_d t G th -.:. l c.r 6 ,:; anr.uo.l meeting of' the AM<-ricun 
Jev,ish Ccrrnn.itt.:.c., rh<- r c £, wide r b c..sE; fer ·discussi on wculd hc.vc b€E.n pcssible . 

11whcr, t h'-- AmLriccr:. Jc1."ish Ccmmitt "~ ent e r ed the Ar.-1<:.,rico.n J t3,·,ish Cunft;rEnce 
ti rcsc.rvt.d fer itself the ri ght t ~ dissent frvm 0.r:.y dc.cisions t.,f the. majority and 
ir sc dissLnti n6 tc t c.kc. scpc r c.t c c.c ti or:. th~r ecn . Their three rcprcsentc.tivcs on 
th ... cd,fcrcncc cxprc.ssed thc.i r disscnt from the r c.lc: sti ne r esu lutior, us presented . 
This ,,·cs r"'portc:d in t h~ pr ess , sc thc.t the c_;m..rn.ittce's p;:;sition wc.s mcde r.burl­
dc.r..tly cler.r. Rc.,,,.c.v<- r, thc.rE. wc: r c l :::..rg,'-' urC;c:s in which thi.::r e wns complete o.ccord 
er. th'- pert cf the Amc..ric&r. J d'Ji sh CvmmittE.c; with the cc-nfL rUJ,Cc dc:cisicns, £~nd we 
L(, tt. th&t th" cc..mmi tt'- .... ccnt±Luc d il, its full support cf full i mmibr ati on into 
PLlc.sti nc. und in its cppc,sitici. t v t he i''hite Pupcr o 1,'1;;; b c li '-- v e thLt tb. <-- s c dc.ys of 
dLrk tn,gt:d~r f:::, r cur pccpl c. dc.me.nd t h--- utmost "ff:... rt 011 the pc.rt Jf .Am<.:r icc.n Jews t 
\ .e, rk t o0 cthc: r, u.d tht.t urcity c,f ic ti on cn.r.. be c,chi"'Vc;d d .... spitc: diffc:rcnces . 

11 }Iudc.ssc.h h .... s bcc.r, c. ccr.sti tu;:;Lt member .::if th'- Am .... rice.r, Jcwi sh Cornmi ttee fer 
mcmy yt:rrs d'-'spit;; Cl.rte.in idt;OlJg,icc.l divcrgcr.cics, b .... cc.usc it wc s deE;ply cons­
cisus e,f this r.ecd fvr c~~pLrc.tivc d'fcrt in Jewish c.ffairs. P'-' believe tht·,t.th'-' 
c.cti on c.,f the Amc.ricc.r. J ewish Committee in vi thdr c..wing frc.,m the Cvnfe r cnce hc, s put 
c. br <.:c.ch intc. th&t c~op~ rLtivc effort, r cndErir:.g imp vssible Hc.dc.ssnh 1 s continued 
membershi p Ls u ce,nstitucr.t b0dy cf the American J Lwish Cvmmittce . 11 
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.AURIC ZIOBIST DO!RGINCY OOtDJCll, 
41 T 42nd 'J!B.D! JflCW YO HILL 2-UGO 

.MWUOAU JJIISR OOMMI!Tll REV I TS 

lew York, Oct . 28 -

flLe .American Zionitt lilmergenoy Co.mcll toda.}r c rged t h t t he 

erioan J ewish Co ittee had r e-ver ad 1h policiea th respect to 

ale t ine, adopUnc u new and dlaraptive line." 

Scoring the Oomdttee for it■ withdrawal f'rom the. aerican Jewish 

Conference, the Zion1■t Couno11 , whicb eall:1 for t he maJor Zioniat uoaps 

1n tb.e Unit d t tes , charged th t the preaent poa1Uon of' the or1c'"'n 

Jew1ah Oaamittee woul "lig_u.idate the Je ah Rational Rome. 

"'lh• itt ee w1 bes to ignore not on]¥ the e rested wiahea of 

rican Je but aleo the fach of hi8to17 and 1h own record on th 

s bJect of ale tine, " he CmncU declared. 

"It i a ole.:.r that w regime baa eoae into control of t he 

oliciH and a ttitude• of t e Committee. ln the out the Oanmittee 

roTed of the Bal.four Deal ration and ot the ale i ne Mandate wh ich 

recognize the hiatoric connection of the Jewish peo l e with alestine 

and 1ta r ight to rebuild 1ta nationai bane there •.. 

" t today the eric Jewiah Camm1ttee atud1oue~ an4 

oi tedly omita a:rq reference to the Jewish BatioD&l. Bame, the l3&lfour 

Declar ticn or the andate. Theae anno~ facta of hbtor1 it would. like 

to erase. It apeaka of a Oommo wealth for Palestine ~t not of a Jewish 

nwealth. It• preamt poaition would liquidate the Jew1ah J'attaul 

Home. Aa the Jmerican Jmah Camm1ttee would ban it , the Jewiah 

lfational Home ma.at not be Jenab. and it muat n:,t be national. 

Inn4'abq, it would cu.a• to be a~-" 

i'he Zionist boq aaid that the a-lUee bad. retreate4 '- 111.6, 

1lllen "a aall baDCltu1 of Jew in thb 001lnt17 e:nd in 111ngl d Tiolantl., 

oppo■ed the Bal.tour ».claration an4 attapted to arre8' the ma.rah ot 

the Jew11b. people to it■ rishttul place in the world•• faniq of naUoni. 

"1'b.e7 failed then. 'lhq will fail now!" 

(more) 



1'he Oounoil brand.e4 aa •abaurd.• the acaplaint of the aerioaa 

Jniah CaaiU• tbat the Conference bad mbol'dlnahd all other iuua 

to the CJ.11811Uoa et 1al•Une. !he Ooaoil pointed out that the 

obairman of the .._erioan Jewiah Oolllithe bad rHiatecl the incluion 

of the qu.eation of reaav.e in the Conterenoe agenda. 

•u Palestine•• fa.tu.re plqed a maJor role in the Oonterenae 

and absorbed in a large measure the interests of the delegatea, 1t 

h preo1Hl.T because the,' realised th.at Paleatine offer• the one great 

conatrueti've ■ol11tion both to the proble of illmediate ·reaou.e and the 

problem of Jeriah national hcmele11111e■s," the Council ■aid. 

ihe Council ia political apokeaMn in the United Stah■ for 

the Zioniat Organisation of Jmer1ca, Badaaean, Poale Zion and 111.srachS.. 

The reaol11tion na adopted todq at a meeting at its head­

quarters, 41 lie.st 42 Street. 

-30--
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TEXT OF STATDIENT :BT THE CAN ZI ONIST CERGEiiCY CO rc t L 
ADOP.rED OCTO:BER 28 , 1943 

"There is the danger of e.xa erat 1 

of the er i can Jewi h Co i t tee from the 

the si i ficance of the secession 

erican Jewish Conference beyond all 

r o ort ons 1n the light of the r lative i nsignificance of the Com.~itt ee in 

eric n Jewi sh l ife. 

"The eric n Jewish Co tte and t h eric n Jewisl Oo er nee are not 

c rr 1 t ive odi • The Co i tee is self - conet i tu t ed -nd self- perpetuati Dg 

ody , r nr e~ent tive of no on xcept a f 1nd1v1du $ , and r es 

one t all . On the oth r h nd, the Conference h th d ocrat1c 1 y lec'ted ody 

of er can Jew , co iati of 502 el eu tes , of hom 375 wer el ct d fro 

jor co nlt nd th r inder were desi nat d by 65 nat io 1 orban!s 

tion o erican J 1 Co i t ·ee w a one. 

"The wit drawal of the Co i t t 1 nevertheles c lcul ted t t ck u on 

J unity it 111 be dee ly r esented by v eric n Jew who is eag r to 

dv c th Conf rence pro re cue of th Je of Euro e , th ir 

08 rehab111 t t on rig ts to _al s tine. 

" on 

JevT'T on 1 the pro.foun d ire r unity in ch i v:l "' thei r 

oluti n. On the P ea in r e olution onl four of e 502 delegat a dissent ed , 

whi les han 20 bat n • The mass enthua1 a for the Confer e progr am w· a 

per 1ve upon the ehai of th eric n Jewish eo itt e who nnouneed t 

t t th 

in wi thin th nference. But this nov se to have b n only t :JIPOra:ry 

an :v r . The Co i t t e no re!us s to cept th 11 of the orit • It 

qui Oonfer enc • It bed u ity but evid nt'ly only on its 

own te Co ttee st 

'It ill do 1ther. 

e or rui 

cu fr 1sol ti itself fro e ov rwhelming jori ty in 

eric n Jewi life , the .American Je ish Co .ittee complains hat th Confe~ence 

subordi ted all other is ea to the que tion of Pale tin . 1 1 is ab urd. 

Every major pr obl em affec ting Jewish int er ests was ser i ousl y and at great l e t h 

consi dered by t he Conference and its co ittees , and th i s i n spite of the chai r­

man of the erican J ewish Committ ee who , i t should be r ecal l d, r esi s t ed the 

inclusion of the question of r eacue i n t he Conference agenda . If Pale tine ' s 

future layed a major role in the Conference and absorbed i n a large measure t he 

i nterests of t he delegates , it is r cisel y because they r eal ized th t P l estine 

of f ers the one great const ructive solution both to the pr o bl of i mmedi ate 

rescue and the pr obl em of J evi sb.-national homelessneas. 
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•The American Jewieh Commi ttee 'it'iahes o'.f t o i!more n t only the ex­

pre•••d wishea of .American Jewry but alao the facts of history and it■ own record 

on the subject of Pale■tine. It 1 ■ clear that a DeW regime has come into con­

trol of the pol ciea and attitudea of the Committee. In t he past, the Committee 

approved of the '.Balfour Declaration and of the Paleatine Mandate which recognize 

the historic connection of the Jeviah people with Palestine and its right to re­

build ih national home there. Under the inspira tion of the l te Louis farshall, 

who wa.s president of the .AJDericm Jewish Cor.mii ttee, an enlarged Jewish Agency for 

Paleet ne waa achieved, which incluc.ed both '7.ionists and non-Zionists and which 

was based u:pon the acce ta.nee of t e rsrlnciple f the ,Jewish Ne.ti.on.al Rome. 

Ml,ut today the American Jewish Coi:m.ittee s\udiously and pointedly omits 

any reference tb the Jewish Bationa.l Home , the Balfour Declaration or the Malldate. 

These annoying ~acts of history it would like to erase. It speak■ of a Commo~ 

weal th for ?.alesti11e but not of a. Jewish Com-.nonwea th. Ih present position 

would l iquidate the Jewiih Bational Bo e. As the American Jewieh Conmlttee would 

have it, tbe Jewieh Iationa.l Home must not be Jewiah and it mu•t not be national• 

lneTit bly, it would cease to be a home. 

•f.be .American Jewish Oo:nmittee a£ alw ys re1)res ente itself as desirous 

of a.fegu.arding Jewish rights all o-.er the •orld. But as far a• Jewish Pale.tine 

is concerned, where our ;eople has obtained internntionally a ccredited rights for 

the rebuilding oi ts Wa.tionsl Eome, the Co ittee interpose compromises and re­

servations ~nd uculd o ose. every safeguard essent'\.al for the realisat ion of that 

Ho e. 

*It g~ousl.7 allows that Jews should have the right to immigrate to Pal­

estine as to otile1· countries. This we are to regard aa a tremendou• concession! 

But it insists that the Jewish .Agency must under no cirCllillstances be ve•ted with 

control over 1.amigratio~, for that would mean that in the course of time, a Jew-

ish majority would be established in Palestine and a, a reau.U the Jewiah (lommon-

weal th would be constituted. ThiR mo.•t not be allowed to hsppen! Imoler -tion is 

therefor~ tc b enLriieted t o some internati onal trusteea.~ip which the Am.erican 

Jnilh Co, 1. ttee nov imorovi ses out of thin air. 

"This reversal on the part of the .American Je~iah Oo:nmittee , r e~ resentiz:ag 

a nw ar..d disruptive line in its policie■, ia clearly a retreat to 1916, when a 

■mall handhl of Jna in th1 • country and in lngland violentl7 opposed the :Bal.tour 

Declaration am attempted to arre■t the march of the Jewiah people to 1 tt right-

:tul place in the r orld' w family of nation■• 

•'fhe7 failed then. !he7 will fail nowJ 



J: T . 1~ . HEWS 

~H'NI ST EMERGENCY CuUNCIL TAKES iS} UE WITE AMERICA_._,. JElJilJSH COMMITTEE 

NEW YORK, Oct.283 (JTL)-- To.ki ng issue · .. it '1 the Americnn Jewish CoIJ1.mitt ec: for 
its wi thdrc.wo. l from t hso l-\J!lcricc.n Jevvish Confer6nce, the .Americo.n Zionist Emerge ncy 
C0ur,cil, which represents e ll Zionist groups in this country., todo.y issued o. sto.t e­
mcn.t declr ring the:.t 11 thae is the do. nger of exc.ggerc.ting t he signific~nce of the 
secession of the An1tricc.n Jevvish Committee from the Amt. rictm J ewish Confe rence be­
yond c.11 propc.rtions in the light of the relo.tive insignific r.nce of the CoIDIJ1i ttee 
in J1.mC;ricc..n J ewish life. 11 

11 '.l'he .Americo..n J ewish Commi ttce and the .Americnn J cwi sh Conference o.re not co­
rr el . tiv6 bodies. The Committee is a. self-constituted o.nd self-pt..rpetuc.ting body 
r cprc.sent c-.tive of no one except o. f e;w individuo.ls., c.nd r e sponsible; ~o no one o.t o.11. 
On t ht othe r bend., the Confe renc e is the democr o.tic o.lly ehcted body of Americo.n 
J ewr y consicting of 502 del ego.tes., of whom 375 were elected from every mo.jor com­
munity c.nd the remo.inder viere de signc.ted by 65 nc\tiono.l •rgo.niz c.tion13 of 1·hich the 
Americc,n Jewish Committe e wo.s one• 

11 The 1d thdr c.wo.l of the Committee is neverthele ss o. co.lcul c.t ed c..tto.ck upon 
J ewish unity c.nd it will be de eply rq;ented by eve ry .Ama rico.n J ,.;W who is eo.ge r to 
c,dvo.nce the Confe re nce proi:;rc.m of im ,E. di c.te r e scue of the J ews of Eurore, their 
post ... wr.r reh( bili t o.ti on o.nd the implemento.tion of J ewish rights to Palestine . 

"The Conferenc e delibe r c.tio c1 s r t v cc,led th;:, virtuul unc.nimity of Ame rico.n 
J ewry on o.11 mL,j or probkms und t he profound de sire for unity in o.chieving; their 
solution. On t he Pc.hstine resolution only four of the 502 de legc.t e s dissent ed., 
'-'_; hile lE.ss them 20 c.bsto.ined. The mc.ss enthusiasm for the Confer ence program wo.s 
pe rsuc.s ive upon t he cho.irma.n of the Americc,n J cvvish Committee who o.nnounc ed t,t the 
time tbc.t the Pc.lestine r e solution wo.s o.dopted thc.t the Committee would remo.in with­
in the Conftc renc e ~ Butt is now s t.'-'ms to ho.ve been only o. temporo.ry 21\o.neuver. The 
Committee now refuses to c cc ept t he ·will of t he mr. jority. It quits the Confer ence. 
It hc.s c. l wc.ys prec.che d unity but ;_, vi drntly only on its own t erms. The Committee 
must rul e or nin. It will do neither. 

Culls Arguments of Amcric cn J ewish Cornmi ttee "Absurd" 

11}1.s a.n excuse for isolc.ting itself from t he ov '-- r virhc lming mo.j ori ty in Americo.n 
J ewish life, the Amc ric cm J cwis t1 Committa complnins thc,t th" Confc:rcnce subordinc.t­
e d o.11 other issu" s to t he qu .... stion of Po.Lostine , This is o.bsurd. Every mo.jor 
preblem o.ffecting J ewish interests wo.s s eriously o.nd c.t grcc.t l e ngth considere :i by 
the Confer ence r.nd its cor.1mittces, cfild this in spite of the cho.irmo.n o~ the Ameri• 
can J .s1i1ish Committee who., it should b€. r ecalled, r -:: sisted the inclusion of the 
que stion of r e scue in the Conf~r encc c.genda~ If Pnl e stinc 1 s futur e plo.yed ~ mo.jor 
rol e in t he Conference, nnd absorbed in u l c.rge meo.sure the inte r e sts ~f the de l e­
gc.t e s, it is precise ly becc.use they r ec..lized thc,t ?o.lcstine offers the: one gr co.t 
constructive solution both to the probl em of immcdi ut c rescue o.nd the problem :,f 
J (;wish nc.tiono.l homelessness. 

"T.hs:: .An1<.-rico.n J ewish Committee wishes now to ignor e not only the expressed 
v.rishLS of Amcri c. nn J ·wry but nlso the fo.cts of history o.nd its ovm r ecord on the 
subj ect of Po.lestine. It is cleo.r thct n new regime h: s come into control nf the_ 
polici..::s c,nd c.ttitude s of the CoIJ1.mittee . In the pest, the Committee approve d of 
the Bc.. lfour Dech.r a.tion nnd of the Pa.l cstine Mnndc.te which r ec og,nizc s the historic 
conm.ction of the J c:v:ish people with Po.lcstine o.nd its right to nbuild its nect­
iona.l home; tht. r e . Under tht. inspir:· tion of the l c.te Louis Mc..rsho.11, uho wqs presi­
dent of the Am.:.rico.n Jewish Committee , o.n enL.rged J 0wish Agency for Petl c stine vms 
c,chiE.ved, which included both iionists nnd non-Zionists Lnd which wqs bc.se d tpon the 
o.cceptc.nce of the principle of t he J e,,-:ish Nc;tiono.1 Home, 



J. T . Ji. . NEl"rS -3-

"But todo.y the .Amc rico.n J n.ri s h Committee studi ously c.nd poi L1t E. dly omits c-.ny 
r e f Eo r ence to the J ewish Nc.ti"no.l Home ., the J CLlfour DE.: c l::...r :.,t i on ~r the Mc.ndo.t e . 
The s e o.nnoying f c.cts of hi story it would like to " r c,s c , It spt. a.ks of o. Commom1eo.l th 
for Pc.l <s stine but not of o. J ewish Commom✓eCLlth. Its pnsent position viould liquid­
c.t e tht J ewish Nc.tionc.l Home . As the .Ameri co.n J ewish Committee \rnuld lmv e it, the 
J e1i1isb. Nc.t i onc,l Home must not be J ewish e nd it mu st not be n o.tion o.l. Inevi t o.bly, 
it would CHts e to be o. home . 

See s Retre o.t to Committec ts 1916 Sto.nd 

11 The Americo.n J ewish Commi ttec hc,s o.l wo.ys r e pr e sented itse lf c,s de sirous of 
s c.fe guc rding J c;wi s h rights ull ov'° r t he ,, orld. But o. s f o.r a.s J ewish Pa l estine is 
concer ne d, whe r e our people he s obtc..i nc d intcrnt tionully o.c c r"cditcd rights for t he 
r ebuilding of its no.tiono.l home , the Committee interpose s compromis~s o.nd r c s crvo.­
t i or: s c,nd would oppose ev e ry s o.f eguc. rd e sse nti o.l for the r .::o.liz c.tion of thc~t home . 

11 It ge nerously c.ll0v15 tho.t J i;,1n s should hc.v c the right t o ir.uni.gr c..t e to P:.... l c s­
tine u s to other countrie s. This v,e c.re to r e go.rd o.s u tr emendous conce ssienl But 
it insists thc.t the J ewish Age ncy must unde r no circumsto.nce s be v e sted with control 
ove r i mmi gr t tion, for thc.t would meo.n thc.t i n the cour se of time 1 o. J e,1is h majority 
would be E: st o.blishe d in Pa L stine o.nd o.s o. r e sult the J ewish Comnonweo.lth would be 
c onsti tut0d. This mu &t not b e u.llowe d to ho.ppe nl I r,wu.6r ~.tion is ther e for e to be 
E.ntrust E- d to some intc rnc.tiona.l trustee s hip whic h the AmE. ri can J o Ji sh Cammi ttee nov; 
improvis e s out of thi n c,ir. 

11 This r cv E. rs o.l on the pc,rt of the American J 1:.wish Committee., r e presenting o. 
new o.nd disruptivE.; line in its policiE.s., is clc c.rly c.. retreo.t to 1916., · when u smull 
hr.,ndful of J o rn i n this country ~.nd in Engl c.nd viohntly oppos ed thE. Bo.lfeur Decl­
c.r c.tion und uttemrte d to arrest the mr rdh of the J ewish pe opl 1... to its rightful 
plo.ce in the world 1 s f o.mily of na.tions. ThE. y fo.ilC; d then. The y will fo.il nowl 11 

HADASSAH C011JVEJ\1TION CL02ES; MR's. MOSES P. EPSTEU1 ELECTED PRESIDENT 

:t-JEV1! YORK., Oct. 28. (JTA)-- Re solutions 0xprt.; ssi ng "full support" for th"' .Ameri­
co.n J ewist. Confe rence o.nd appeo.li:ig to the British pe ople o.nd gove rnment to o.b c.ndon 
the White Po.pe r policy wae o,dopted he re todo.y o.t the closil:g_ s E. ssion of the 29th 
nnnu c. l c onv entio1: of t hG Ho.dnss o.h., which e l ecte d Ni.rs. Mese s P. Epste i n pre sident cf 
t he orga.nizc.tion for the next t e rm. 

The r e solution on t he White Pa.pe r o.lso urge d the U.S. Gover nment a.nd the Amcr­
i cc..n publi c "to ::.:.dd its voic e" i n suppor t of the J ewish den o.nd. Another r e solution 
o.pp t:ecls to the "conscienc e of the de moc r atic pe eple s o.nd the governmE.nts of t he 
United Nc.tions '1to he lp bring t:.bout t he r e scuc: of 291 000 Jcwi s h childr<::n in Eui,.orc 
f or vrhom c ertifi cc.t es of entry into Po.hsti ne ha.v e been promise d by the British 
Gove r nment. 

The convention c,dopted a. budg s:: t of $1., 620,000 to be spcnt duri ng the next yec,r 
f or mc di cc.l., po st-v;ecr hco.lth., c hild v,e l fc. r e ., voc c.tiorn:,l cducc,tion., youth., r e fugee 
c.nd l o.nd r ec l o.mL.tion proj ects. Tribute wo.s pd.d by th0 convention to King Christio.n 
X of De nmc.rk .. Lnd Kint:, Gust c,f V of Swe den for the h '- r oism with which their pe ople s 
hL,Vc def ende d J <-wish c itiicns o.nd r e fugee s i n both c ountril.s a.gui n st the Nazis., by 
announcing t he pl c.ntir:g of t wo grove s of tree s i n the nclme of the s e monc.rcbs in the 
Holy Lo.nd. 

Dr. Ste phen s. Wise and Dr, Abba. Hille l Silv~r., of Cl eve land., co-chc,irmen of 
t he Amc. ri c:::.n Zionist Em1:. rgcncy Council., the chie f cp, , .k '- rs c.t t h~ c onc luding s e ss­
ion., co11centr c..t e d upoi.1 o. plec. for t he:; c,brogc.tion of the Whtie Po.per., which if imple­
ment ed v; ould curto.il J c.wish immigr c..t i on into Po.l '- stinc by Mc..rch 1944; upon c.n o.tt o.ck 
on th-: British Pul ,:; stinc ndm.nistr c.tion ., which , :c,s o.ccuse d of "stc.ging" th" r ecent 
(.,r ms.-snuggling tri o.ls; r.nd upon a. demo.nd for the crec.tion of a. J e,vish CoI!lT!l.om.-cal th. 




