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ono-rable ~erna.1'"4 • :losenblat t • President 
Pale Una l'ouad Uon hnd 
41 •a•t 421ul Stnet 

n Y0 rk Ci'7 

•r Jud«• lto enbl tt: 

OTftber 1 , 1943 

l ahoulci 11 \o conTef to 70 the reaulta of a aeeUnc of th~ 
J'illanee and er•oual Coamittee of the .Am rican Z1oniat Ea r en.ct Co'U!\cll, 
b.el4 on Mo 7 mornia«, I Tember 1st. Those present. in addUioa to a;yself , 
are .lbrahaa Qoodm a . Archi ld Silverman , r&halll L. liiebo'f'i ts, Sa.au el 
:Berton. Ji S,agaraan, I. • :lowaltq, J cob S1nco:ff nd H•D17 tor. 

In ooapliance nth the direcUTe of the xecutiTe OOllllittee ·'4 the 
ric&n Zioai t rgenq Conell t it1 uet-iac on October 18th, our 

Co•lttee reThed. 1t1 or1ginal w.aget of $'6o4, to .509,382 , tb.1.1 b'D.d&•t 
to finance 'G • operatiou ot the erican Zionist rgenq Council for the 
period fro October 15, 1943 to October 15, 1944. Uter a thorough aul.711• 
of the items which d been 1ub■ittecl in detail, t • finance and erao:anel 
CouiUH nted to ••nd. a comnic Uon tbr()llgh ■e to the Kerea Hqesod and 
(eren Ka eaeUl to k the followi12g reco ead.a.tloa1: 

(1) th t the erea lqesocl s.ad l:e.ren l.ayemeth a«r•• to fiaa:nce the badge\ 
to the amount of ·$509,382, a.ad that each proT14e ·$254,6 1 for the period froa 
October 1 ... . 1943 to Octob r 15 , 1944: 

(2) the.t at least b&lf' the ea , or ao:re if possible . be pa.id out 1 ed-
i tel1 to the eriean ZioAitt rgency Council b7 e ch of the two organ11a.-
,10u , Di that the balance b& aad.e available in 1944 1lJ) to ctober 15 a.a 
aUJ11 are requidtioned by the _riean Zionist her eno7 Council. It 11 c on-
aldered aaTisable to pa7 out aa subst&nti&l an amount • potaible before the 
end t 1943 1naaau.ch as the .Allotment CoMittee of the nited Jewish Ap al 
for 1943 already completed its findinp with re1pect to the amount to be 
allotted t o t he Joint Dilt riba.tion CoaaUt e d the United P le tine Anµeal 
fol' l914J. 

(3) lt should be called to the att entio of the Keren esod and leren 
l:!l.yem th t t cert in itema , which were in.eluded in the original. ba.dt;et of 
t6o4, , ha.Te beu eli■inate 1n the reY1 ed bud.get not bees.use it 1a felt 
tha.t these actiTitiea e nes ential .but becau e the budget to be dr n 
t.p i n ecoro.a.nce with th ount which it w ta.ted lfOuld b coae a.Tail ble. 
ear eallln. thi to t he a ttention of the eren liq sod and eren Kayemeth 
d of \he riea.n Ziou t ney Council in Tiew of the possi bllity that 

sub quentl7 th itu tion a&y compel us to sub•it r uesta for ditional auma. 
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!he• bert of the r1nance and Persoanel Cou1ttH would appreci te 
the earliest 1sible auvance of final cUou t • • 1th re d to th 
aboYe 'll&ttera ao th t they dir ct t he fin~cial ctirttie1 of t he 
~~07 Coucll ecor41ng17. 

Jlq I d that 1 or oth r ·H bers et t e i'inance and er,onnel 
Co . it •• would be Tail bl f,r &J17 1e11to11 of ur bod7 wi4-ch wlshe1 
to inquire into the aatve · d det.!1.111 of the bmget of $509.382 which 
was adopted t our aeeting t tne her17 thedand Hotel on lleJ,.dat 
morni oY b r l t. 

1th killde t r g&rd,1 • l all 

Cordially 7our1, 

Charle• J • .io enblooa 
Ch.~ir n of Finance and ersonnel C amittee 



PRESS RELEASE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associated Organizations: Zionist Organization of America 

Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

41 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK • MURRAY HILL 2-1160 

FOR RELEASE Tuesday' Nov• 2 • 

:rnNDELL WILLKIE URGES ABROGATION OF ;mITE PAPER 

In message to Balfour Day meeting in New York 

Declaring that the United Nations must prevent the closing of Palestine either 

as a temporary haven or as a permanent home, TTendell L. Ji llkie, the 1940 Republican 

presidential n~nee, last night called for the abrogation of the TThite Paper, TThich 

bars Jewish immigration into Palestine next April. 

Mr. Willkie voiced his plea in a message to a meeting of New York Jewish leaders 

at Carnegie Hall, West 57th Street, marking the 26th anniversary of the Balfour 

Declaration, in Tihich the British Governmen~ pledged its support for the establish­

ment of a Jewish Nattonal Home in Palestine. 

11The policy of the Tihi te Paper mirrors the era of appeasement which gave it 

birth, and, as that philosophy has been discredited, so must the 'Qhite Paper be 

abrogated, 11 Mr. Willkie wrote. 

11The extent of Jewish immigration to Palestine must be measured by the needs of 

the Jewish people and by their ability to develop their homeland in accordance with 

the international covenant made with them ••• 

11 It ,1ill be a shc.'1Jlleful blot on the conscience of mankind if this promise is 

extinguished • 11 

The meeting adopted a resolution addressing an appeal to President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt "that all appropriate action be taken to ensure the withdrawal in its 

entirety" of the Palestine White Paper ttwith its unjustifiable restrictions on 

irrnnigration and land settlement." 

The resolution urged that the gates of Palestine be opened to Jewish immigra­

tion and that Palestine be reconstituted as a Jewish Commonwealth, 11 to the end. that 

the Jewish people may be enabled to take its ribhtful p~ce in the progressive order 

of mankind, which , we pray , may issue from this struggle. 11 

T""he me~ting was a~dressed by Miss Dorothy Thompson, commentator on international 

affairs, Dr. Stephens. Jise , chairman of the .American Zionist Emergency Council, 

Mrs. Judith Epstein, p1·esident of Eadassa.h , J.abbi Joseph H. Lookstein, . speaking for 

orthodox Jewry. and Baruch ZucI:e rman, represcnt in6 Labor Zionists. Dr. Israel 

Goldstein, president of the Zi9nist Or6~ni~ation of .America, under whose auspices 

the m"eting was held, presided. (more) 

,. 
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The Willkie message, which was read by Ivir. Herman Shulman, of Hew York, 

expressed the Republican leader's conviction that the promise contained in 

the Balfour Declaration "must be fulfilled in accordance with its clear 

intent and underlying purposes." 

In .America, Mr.- Willkie continued, "every person must be made aware of 

his individual res:?onsibility for this accomplishment." 

He asserted that up to the present time 11no effective measures have 

been taken to rescue the Jews of Central and Eastern ].brope who are still 

alive. 11 The recent demonstrations by Denmark and Sweden 11 show with dramatic 

clarity that the will to act honorably continues to live in Europe. 

11The splendid defiance of these two small democracies must be followed 

and strengthened by measures of direct action by the United lfations. 11 

Willkie, who visited Palestine on his trip around the world, said that 

11 the Jewish people have expressed their eagerness to co-operate fully with 

the Arabs in Pales~ine 11 and he said he was convinced that a just solution 

11whioh will be equitable both to the Jews and Arabs 11can, nm.st and will be 

worked out so that the world of tomorrow may justify the struggle of today. 11 

The resolution adopted by the assembly declared that the White Paper 

threatens the ver-y existence of the Jewish National Home. 

11 It does so at a time when millions of Euro:;_:ie 1s Jews have :9erished at 

the hand of the Nazi oppressor, and when it has become clear, as never before, 

that the solution of the problem of homeless Jewry is in their re-establishment 

as a nation in Palestine. 

11The Palestine White Pa~'ler was condemned at the time by the Permanent 

Mandates Commission of the League of Nations and was denounced as a breach 

of trust by many who later led Britain in her hour of darkest trial. 

n~ne Palestine White Paper is legally, morally and humanly 

indefensible." 

.Among other messages received was one from Governor Thomas E. Dewey, of 

lfow York, who said that one of the causes of the present war was the failure 

to solve the ?roblems of minorities after the last one. 

11Now, even more than after the last war, it is essential that a wa:y be 

found to open the doors of Palestine," Dewey wrote. 

(more) 



- 3 -

Dr. Ch&im Weizmann, president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 

cabled from London: 

11 0n this 26th anniversary of the :Balfour Declaration and at a turning 

point in the world's history, I greet all friends here assembled. We are pass­

ing through a time of persecution and massacre unparalleled even in Jewish 

history and in these terrible days, the gates of Palestine have stood no more , .. 

than ajar. Yet Palestine remains our star of hope. 

11Those inside Jewry \7ho still remain lukewarm or stand aside should 

remember that but for our work half a million Jews now in Palestine would have 

shared the fate of European Jewry. 

1'Now we aim to put our utmost strength into the great task facing us. 

Every Jew must answer before his OV1!l conscience for help or hindrance now to 

his people's cause. The Yishuv is undergoing great strain. They will remain 

steady and unshakable. :But it is for you to stand by them. n 

Miss Dorothy Thompson, commentator on international affairs, asserted 

that it was no longer a question as to whether there should be a Jewish home­

land. 

11 The question is, shall the Jewish Homeland be allowed to gre.w and 

thrive, or shall the existing Jewish Homeland be destroyed? 11 she said. 

11 It can be destroyed, of course, in one of two ways. It can be blotted 

out as the Polish ghetto was blotted out by the gestapo or it can be allowed 

to die a lingering death." 

The first step toward disentanglement of the problems of the Near East 

''must be a clear-cut division of the political spheres of sovereignty of Jews 

and .Arabs. 11 That division, Miss Thompson said, was clearly implied in the 

Balfour Declaration. 

11But inrplied or not, it is obvious, in practical politics, that it is 

essential. Until that is done, there can be nothing but strife with the 

British continually mediating between contending interests. 

"Until it is clear that here the Arabian world stops and the Jewish 

world begins, there will be neither a Jewish nor an .Arab sovereignty aeywhere 

in the Middle Fast but only a British, de facto, if not de ju:te. 

11Now to pretend that the British Fru.pire,or better the United Nations, 

or even the Anglo-American powers alone, cannot do this is preposterous. 

11 To admit that after this war in which they will be victorious over all 

the existing pONerful enemies, they cannot draw a frontier, and say, 'Beyond 

this is Jewish, beyond that is .Arabian•, is simply to admit that they cannot 

draw any frontiers or, indeed: deal wi"t;h the Colo;1ial problem at all. 

(more) 



11 The tactics of playing off cne people against another, and viee versa, 

and holding the balance has not worked at all well since war flamed and it will 

never again achieve &zy stability anywhere. 

11And you cannot reverse history either without being guilty of the ut­

m•st frivolity, a crime for which history alone seldom knows forgiveness," 

Miss Thompson declared that under the Balfour Declaration it was not 

suggested that Palestine should be opened merely as a refuge for the persecn ted. 

"Palestine was to be a N•tional Home, that is to say, the home of the 

Jewish naticn , 11 she said. 

She asserted that she could see no solution to the problem of conflict­

ing interests int he Near F.ast 11in the present pattern of Colonial power and 

of League of Nations, sc called mandates. 

In the past, she said, the Me.ndatory had considered chiefly its own 

interests, 11and I see no reason to hope that any such Mandatory power in any 

future is likely to do anything else. 11 She said she spoke with 11malice towards 

none II and least of all the British, for the British have their own problems 

and of tremendous significance." She insisted that the problems of the Arabian 

and Jewish homelands would have to be solved in the framework of a new world. 

order. 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise said: 

11 This is a dey of joyous remembrance and of mournful reflection: jo;y-­

ous remembrance of the issuance of a great instrument, a charter which after the 

World War gave to the Jewish people a new hope and a new opportunity; mournful 

r~flection because Balfour's England has not presided over the Palestine govern­

ment throughout the mnre than a quarter of a century that has passed. Too often, 

and most especially at this moment, the Jewish rebuilders of Palestine have had 

not facilitation nor furtherance from that Palestine government which may have 

represented the Colonial Office, but has utterly misrepresented the spirit of 

Balfour's ]hgland and the English people. Hnd the British instead of the Pal­

estine government cooperated with us, Palestine todey might in every sense be 

Jewish, as President Wilson said tome in 1918 he expected Palestine again to 

beoome. 

1'Bu.t one thing more remains to b.e said. There might have been a Jew-
1 

ish Palestine todRY, if Jews of in:fluenoe and power and circumstance -- such as 

they who recently withdrew from the .American JeTT ish Conference~- had given 

their furtherance and their facilitation to the rebuilding of the Jewish Nation­

al Home. These have failed us but the Jewish National Home is being created. 

It will be, provided the jews the world over deeply care and greatly help, 

provided the United Naticns ::i.c':. in the .1pi i:-i t of the Atlantic Charter. 11 

(.llk)T e) 
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11"The -oft-repeated formula that all will be ;vell with European Jewry when 

Hitler is vanquished is a snare and a delusion" said Dr, Goldstein, president 

of the Zionist Organization of America, who presided, 

11 In the war's aftermath, with its economic dislocations and social turmoil, 

Jews will again be the scapegoat. It will take generations before the poisons 

sowed by Nazism can be eradicated. Let those who talk of enforced repatriation 

after the war consider that for most Jew; enforced repatriation m~ mean 

enforced reincarceration. 

"Fer great numbers of European Jews, Palestine alone will appeal as the only 

meana of eeonomic, social and psychological rehabilitation, Neither enforced 

repatriation nor enforced emigration sh~uld be tolerated, but for those wht, 

choose to emigrate as well as for these who ehoose to be repatriated every 

facility should be provided. 11 

Dr. Goldstein ori ticized 11irresponsible 11 suggestions proposing the transfer 

of Arabs from Palestine to Iraq as unauthorized by "allY responsible Jewish body 

here ~r abroad. 11 He said they emanatedllfrom the same irresponsible elementa 

which announced that Rumanian Jews oould be saved at $50 a head and wh1eh 

recently brought hundreds of rabbis to Washington on the spurious assurance 

that the President would receive them. 

11We repudiate any solution of the Palestine problem conditioned upon the 

transfer ~fits Arab population and we declare that Palestine ea.n accommodate 

millions of Jew; in addition to its present population. 11 

Closing of the gates of Palestine to Jewish immigration next April would 

be equivelant to 11 consigning to ruin and rava~e, hundreds of thousands of Jewish 

children and hundreds of thousands of adults who will be caught in the 

maelstrom of post-war :European cho.os and for whom emigration to Palestine would 

be the most feasible and the most available means of rehabilitation and 

salvation." 

Mrs, Epstein, new president of Hadassah, recalled that 26 year; ago, she 

had partieipated as a member of a choral group in a great celebration that marked 

the granting of the Balfour Declaration, At that time, Dr. Wise, h~lding aloft 

a eopy of the Balfour Decl.aration. had said, "this is not a scrap ef paper. This 

declaration is written in the English language, 11 

"After 26 years, we return to the thought which Dr, Wise expressed at that 

time, 11 Mrs, Epstein continued. 

"We believe that the Angls-Saxon spirit of fair-play, of decency and justice 

will conquer, that expediency as a philosopey will be discarded; and that Great 

Britain will live up to the great traditiona of her history and will act in a 

spirit that is in consonance with the magnificent role which she has played in 
(Pl. re·. 
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this war and which we believe 8he will and must play in tha aew and better 

world whioh will emerge from this holocaust. 

Rabbi Joseph Lookstein criticized those who protest against the 

\lklite Paper but oppose a Jewish Commonwealth. 

"Whosoever conscirusly opposes a Jewish Commonwealth subconscious]y 

approves the White Paper, 11 he declared. 11You cannot favor Palestine as a place 

of refuge and do~m the next generation to the fate of refugees. You cannot 

speak of Jewish need today and doem the Jews of tomorrow. You cannot be hcnest 

to Jewish history if you stab Jewish destiny in the baok. 11 

--30-
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

THE NEW YORK TD.IBS 
TIMES SQ,U.ARE 

I 

( 

November 2, 1943 

I presune that in the long history of Israel other leaders also permitted 
their fire to consume their judgment and that the~ too, misrepresented those who 
did not see eye to eye with them, 

I have read your recent attack upon me and The New York Times in the columns 
o!' that paper •·- tha.t j_5 where one does read Zionist as well as other news -- and 
I am prompted to write you because: think you shvuld have certain facts, all of 
which easily could have been ob Gained had the religious spirit of the Rabbi not been 
dominated by political considerat:ons. But, since you wontt seek the truth, I send 
it to you. 

Up to twelve raonths ago I was not an anti-Zionist. I have never approved 
of the conception of Jewish s·ra~.ehood; but I have classed myself solely as a non­
Zionist, and made this distinct.;..on because I could not bring myself affirmatively 
to deny to any group, no IIlc.i.tter what its common denominator, the right to seek a 
country of its own, And then last November I made a speech in Baltirt:ore, in which 
I urged upon r'J.y fellow countrynen who were not of Jewish faith the need of exercising 
care before lending their nerc1es to the cause of a Jewish Army or extreme Zionist 
positions. I run enclosjng a copy of that speech, which I rend. I did not interpoJatt', 
I urged this cou:r.se beJause I knew that we were about to land in Africa and fight in 
a lVioslem country (we d:\.c. so a week n.fter) and the lives of my countryr.ien and the 
cause of the Un ... ted Nat:\.ons wore my sole concern. 

You probably will not agree that agitation for a Jewish Army or a Jewish 
state mnkes t:r.ouble in .f,.ra.b lands. That is your privilege. All I ask is the right 
to speak ray raind without hav~.ng a Zfonist barrage of niscepresentation directed 
against me, for that is what. happened; and 7 interestingly enough~ tho result was my 
convers:i.on from a non to an antJ.· Zlcnist. I beljeve ·i;hat it woultl. be fundament alJy 
bad judgr:1ont to entrust. the .responsibility of sl~ a tehood to any group which so will­
fully perverts and di.st-orts :fact.s , •-· a group whic::i. seeks to destroy the character 
of indbiduals who differ •1f!i-!;h it, or tho reputatj_on of newspapers which report that 
which the group would ::-atiu.:r have suppressed. I an opposed to Goebbels I tactics 
w~ether or not they are confined. to Nazi Gerr:1any. 

You are inaccurate when you associate r,1e with the American Jewish Cor;ir.1ittee. 
I haTe never been a raer.1ber of i tr ncr have I any influence upon its policies. If I 
had, the Oc-r.ir,i:i.ttee would never have sent delegates to the Araerican Jewish Conference. 
fer it was obvious tc, r,1e frou the beginning that the Conference was a Zicni st r.ianeuver 
- and I have no lack ~f respect for your political astuteness. Believing, as I do, 
th~daisr.1 is a faith n.nd a faith cnlyp it was with real regret,that I tendered 
uy resignc:.1.tf0n as a t..or.iber or-tl10 Executive C0r:u.1i ttee of the Union of Ar,1erican Hebrew 
:}one:;regations when they, tee, agreed to send delegates to a strictly Jewish raecting 
bn.thercd t0gether fr r c ther than rel ie;icus purposes. 
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You don 1t know - and you couldn't have kno\mwithout asking ne - that I was 
originally associated with the .Anerican Council for Judaism. I helped prepare its 
stater,ient and nm entirely in sympathy with it. On the other hand, when they deter­
mined to relense the statement during the period of the Conference I withdrew my 
iUpport. I did this because I felt that the news at that t iri1e beloned to the Con­
ference • . 

I suppose you find it difficult to comprehend that I am concerned with equity 
for Zionists as well as for others, or that The Times values its warranted reputation 
for ocjective reporting too tru.ch to stoop to your methods. But then I 1m not a re­
ligious leader - nerely a working newspaper oan who talces pride in his O'IVIl and his 
journal ls integrity. 

Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Te1,ipl e 
E, 105th St. nnd Ansel Rond 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Enclosure 

L 

Faithfully yours, 

(Signed) Arthur Hays Sulzberger 

P.s. I am sending copies of this letter to se-,eral people and do not regard it 
as private. 
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Mr. Arthur Hays Sulzberger 
Publisher, The Tir:ies 
Tir,1e s Sq_uare 
New Ycrk, N. Y. 

My dear Mr, Sulzberger: 

Nover;iber 9, 1943 

I would not reply to your intempera te letter of Nover.1b er 2nd but for the 
fact that you broadcast it. This compels r.1e to reply in order to correct certain 
false inpressions which your letter might create. I trust that you will send 
copies of r;;y letter to the people to whom you addressed copies of yours. 

1) I did not state in my address before the Hadassah Convention that you 
were a member of the American Jewish Committee and that you urged the withdrawal 
of the Committee from the .American Jewish Conference . I traced the attitude of 
the Araerican Jewish Committee since the issuance of the Balfour Declaration in 1917 
and showed that under the statesmanlike leadership of men of the type of Louis 
Marshall, Felix Warbu:rgand Cyrus Adler, it had been possible to achieve friendly 
collaboration which culminated, in 1929, in the enlarged Jewish Agency when Zionists 
and non-Zionists together, and on the basis of eq_uality, assumed responsibility and 
authority in the upbuilding of Palestine. This action, I stressed, was predicated 
upon the acceptance by all of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate which recog­
nizes the historic connection of the Jewish people with Palestine and their right 
to establish their national home there. I read at length the resolution which was 
unanilaously aiopted at Zurich on August 15, 1929 1 by the Council of the enlarged 
Jewish .Agency in which it 11 rejoices that all Israel is united for the upbuilding 
of the Jewish National Home in Palestine and calls upon every Jew throughout the 
world to rally to the sacred cause 11 • The resolution expressed II its appreciation 
to Great Britain for the issuance of the Balfour Declaration", and confidentilllily -hoped 11 that the Mandatory will cooperate with the enlarged Agency in fully realiz-
ing the great ain set by the Declaration and the Mandate .n 

I then stated that there has been a sharp departure from the historic line 
of the American Jewish Cornni ttee in recent months, a definite break ni th the past, 
and tha t a new leadership has taken hold of that organization which represents not 
the earlier attitude of non-Zionists, but that of anti-Zionist bitter-enders in our 
country. Among these I mentioned Lessing Rosenwald, the chairman of the American 
Council for Judaisn, Judge Proskauer, present head of the .American Jewish Cor:imittee., 
OI1d yourself, in your capacity as president and publisher of the 11 New York Times". 
I regret the fact that by bracketing your narae with the other two who are members 
of the American Jewish Comrui ttee an impression was conveyed that you, too, belonged 
to it. 

But wherein have you been wronged by such an unintentional identification? 
And why do you feel that I and other Zionists have 11 per;;erted and distorted" your 
position? Surely you approve the action of the American Jewich Cou~nittee in with-
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drawing from the Conference. You state in your letter that you would have urged 
the American Jewish Committee. in the first place, not to send delegates to the 
Conference because you we:.r-e convinced that the Conference was a "Zionist Maneuver~. 
You say that yo1;. res:igned from the Executi.ve Board. of the Union of .Anerican Hebrew 
Congrega·~icns beca'.lse t:1at bod.y did d:.oose to ~end de:1..egates to the Conference. 
Wherein: thenr has your position been misrepresented? .And why do you ect the part 
of innocence abused? 

2) You complain that Zionists are out to destroy your character because 
you differ from them. Actually you as an individual and your character do not in­
terest the Zionists , nor the Jews of America r at all. No reference was made in my 
address to ycu or to your character. I mentioned you only in your capacity as presi­
dent and publj_sher of. the :1 Ti::nes 11 , and my stl'ictures were not against you personally, 
but against the '1Times11 • I made certain definite charges against the iiTimes 11 , none 
of w.tdch you take the trouble to answer in your letter. I will here enumerate them 
again so as not to permit you to shift tne issue on to a plane where it does not 
belong. 

3) The 11 New York Tj_mes 11 has not reported Zionist news impartially and objec­
tively as befits a responsible newspaper . Youx anti-Zionist bias has colored its news 
and determined its editorial policy, Jt is not a true statement of fact nor, for 
th:,,t matter, much of a tribute to the manne:: in which you arri-re at fundamental con­
clusions, when you state that up to twei-.·e mon.t:'::.s ago you were a non-Zionist but that 
as a result of the 11 barrage of misreprcsen,;;a .... :J.onsi1 directed against you since your . 
Baltimore speech in N0Ye11il:J51• 1942, you. r;a;•1e become an cmti-Zfonist. You have a short 
memoryr my dear Mr. S-a.7-sb8:..•gf!r. As fa:..· ll ac.k as January of that yeart nearly ten 
months before your Ba).-l;hTLOre addre£isr tb9 11 Times 11 published that well known editorial 
on the 11 Zionist Army:1 :i.n wh:;.cl~ you attacked not only the movement; to create a Jewish 
Army of Palestinian and. stateless J'ews r which your editorial in a very unfair and 
jaundiced manner called a 11 Zionisti1 army , just as on ano~her occasion the 11 Times11 

coined the phrase the i; Zion::.s<.· 11 instead of i;he jewish National HomeP but the whole 
idea of the Jewish National Home. 11 The primary reason for the creation of a separate 
Zionist Army at this time would be of course to establish a Zionist state as one of 
the official war aims of the United Nations . • . But the wisdom of the Zionist objecti1e 
has been questioned by many people including many who are themselves of the Jewish 
faith; and much misunderstanding may arise among people of other faiths if this objec­
tive comes to be regarded as an express:l.on of the full hopes of Jews and of those who 
fight the wrongs done them. These hopes can not be achieved by the creation of a 
Zionist (sic!) state. They can be achieved only by the fulfillment of the Atlantic 
Charter, etc. etc. 11 • 

This editorial, you will recall, aroused great resentment among the Jews of 
America and called fo:r.th an official statement of protest from the Arne:..~ican Eme::,gency 
Committee for Zionist .Affairs. It is therefore not accurate to state that the a ttack$ 
made by Zionists on your since your Baltimore address, have converted you from a. non 
to an anti-Zionist. You and your newspRper have been anti-Zionist right along. In 
fact the 11 Times11 was fighting Zionism bn.ck in 1917. The sole editorial reaction of 
the 11 Times 11 to the issuance of the historic Balfour Declaration was an expression in 
its columns on November 24, 1917 of a fear that the Zionist project might involve the 
possibility of a recurrence of anti-Semitism, nnd further that 11 multitudes of Orth.1-
dox Jews still cherish the belief that the return to Zion is to be pre~eded by the 
<mming of Elijah, and among these there is either indifference to the proposed estab­
lisbment of the Jewish state, or doubt as to the wisdom of the movement, 11 ••• Under 
your piloting in recent years the hostility of the 11 Times 11 to the nat:l.onal aspirations 
of Israel in Palestine has been sharply intensified. You seem to have dowered the 
11 Times 11 with a mission to fight Zionism. 

1 
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We Zionists can not all match your own unimpeachable integrity, but if ya'\1r 
anti-Zionist position has any intellectual consistency at all, we must assume \hat 
even if all of us were like your~elf, without blot or blemish, you and your paper 
would still be opposed to the Jewish National Houe in Palestine because, as you state 
in ax.other part of your letter, you beiieve that Judaism is a faith, and a faith 
oaly. It follows therefore that the Jewish people, or sect, should not seek any 
political or national solutions of its probler.1s. 

Your bitter reaction to criticism suggests that you are laboring un.deJ.O some 
strange delusion. You seem to think that attacks on Zionism o.nd Zionists such as 
are made by the .A.iuerican Council for Judaism of which you are a member and with 
whose program you say yQU are in coraplete syi,1pathy, constitute a legitimate exercise 
of free speeqh. It is per!ectly proper to brand Zionism as inimical to the welfare 
of Jews everywhere, and as rBsponsibla for keeping Jewish refugees out cf Palestine. 
It is perfectly proper to brand Zionists as guilty of a double allegiance. :But to 
attack those who make such statements· and to expre_ss indignation at such brazen 
faJ.seho o9-s is 1 to use your own elegant phrase, 11 Goebbels I tacticsn. You would like 
imwunity from criticism while indulging in criticism yourself to your heart's content 

I 

.1 friend of yours in the American Council for.Judaism, Mr. Lessing Rosenwald, 
rec~ntly took the same position which you take. He, too, is indignant at criticism 
levelled against him. Recently he came to Cleveland for a meeting of the .Anerican 
Counc~l for Judaism, preceded by a flock ·of telegraras sent out from Philadelphia to 
many people in Cleveland inviting them to attend. The public press likewise carried 
the .announcement of the meeting. The meeting was held and w~. Rosenwald nnd his 
friends had their aay. No one interfered with their right to utter their viewso 
But because the Cleveland Jewish Comr;1uni ty Council decided tc utilize the occasicn 
to express its own views en the American Council for Judaisri1 and to inform the com.-. 
muni ty concerning the compositiont purpose and tactics of the Council, Mr. Eosenwald 
was ooved to address a cor.1r;ru.nicaticn to the president of the Cleveland Jewish Com­
muni ty Council, since published by him, sharply criticisng that body for "having 
forgotten the right of free speech11 and for putting itself in opposition to 11 one of 
the basic tenets of our Consti tution11 • •. • 

l'ree speech must be responsible speech, and no man should expect irnrrru.nity 
from criticism if his opinions and utterances on vital Jewish issues are regarded 
a.s false and misleading. Those who are too thin-skinned should not enter the arena 
of public discussion and controversy er should not whimper when they are hurt. 

4) .A.gain and again the II Tiraes11 has transformed itself into a transraission 
belt for anti-Zionist propaganda. It never misses an opportunity to focus attenticn 
on the anti ... Zic'nist viewpoint. Last May and June, the 11 Times11 carried a series of 
articles by Cyrus L. Sulzberger. The evident purpose of these dispatches from Cairo . 
Baghdad ani .1nkara was to press for a crystallization of .American policy in the 
Middle East when it could only be in the interest of the Arabs. Mr. Sulzberger was 
not here functioning as an objective reporter, but as a commentator seeking to affect 
policy in an anti-Zionist Direction. It was QUite apparent tha t Mr. Sulzberger was 
collaborating for the issuance of that joint statement by Great Britain and the 
United States which would have done irreparable harm to Jewish life in Palestine 
as well as affecting unfavorably the status of the Jews in this country. In the 
11 Tir,ies 11 of .1ugust 22, Mr. Sulzberger reported finally, and with ill-c0ncealed dis­
appointr;ient, that the governuents had refused tc issue such a statement for which he 
had been so zealously plug6ing. 

5) The series of stori.es which appeared in the 11 Tirnes 11 beginning en July 
30 and carried through tc .August 3 1 also from the pen of Cyrus L. Sulzberger, and 
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which carried -such scare headlines as 11 Pale stine Fe a rs De e ds of Despair 11
, "Palestine 

Faces Cl ash After War 11 and 11 Palestine Arabs Fear Loss of Land 11 , was patently designed 
to create the impression that there was a state of t e rrible tension, verging on civil 
war, in Pal e stine and that therefore no changes should be made in the White Paper 
policy closing the doors of Pal estine to Jewish immigration early next yea r, becausli 
such changes might endanger the security of the armies of the Unit ed Nations in the 
Ne a r East . This, of course, was the official line taken by the Palestine Adminis­
trat ion, which is de termined at all costs to save the White Paper. 11 The Times", 
a lone among the papers in the United States, lent itself lock, stock and barrel to 
this panic propaganda . 

This series of articl es also suggested that the overwhelming desire of the 
J ews of Pa l est ine to assist in the prosecution of the war \vas motivo.ted not by their 
wish to help destroy Hitlerism in the world, but by a cunning c alcul a tion to mili­
t ar iz e the J ewish popula tion of Palestine in prepar at ion for the threatened conflict 
with the .Arabs. The se articl e s, you will recall, likewise elicited a formal prot e st 
from the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs. 

6) In August and September of this year, there appeared the notorious 
series of a rticles in the 11 Times 11 on the a rms trials in Jerusal em. The II Time s" de­
voted an ruuazing amount of space to the routine trials of a few gun-runners in 
Pa l es tine . It went to grea t l engths to present the anti-Zionist and anti-Jewish 
op inions of the British Major who transformed the tri a l into an anti-Zionist pro­
pa gnnda putsch and into a sme a r a ttack on the Jewish Agency. The 11 Tirnes11 corres­
pondent, A. C. Se dgewick, took it upon himself to editorialize the news and to 
express judgment on Mr . Ben Gurion 1 s criticism of the trials and his description of 
lfiaj or Ve rdin 1s a ddr e ss as 11 charac t eristic of the lowes t type of anti-Semitism11 • 

Mr. Sedgewick opined tha t 11 many find it hard not to consider such a description 
exagger a t e d, e specially when the Nazi excesses in Berlin and \ia.rsnw are borne in 
mind 11 , and further, 11 tha t there are many, too, .who feel that any charge of anti­
Semitism in its a ccept ed sense is most noticeably incompa tible with the milit ary 
court proceedings against the Jewish defendants which are c a rried out with a scrupu~ 
lousne ss and courte sy designed to preclude any such c a stiga tion. 11 

But on November 3 1 the Jewish Council of Pal e stine felt constra ine d to call 
for a t wo-hour strike during which work in all Jewish ente rprise s throughout the 
c ountry stopped, in order to protest the incitements and false a ccusations aga inst 
the Jews of Palestine voiced by British military officials during the a rms trials •••• 

7) It has now b ec ome a commonpl a ce in news about Zionism emanating from 
Pal es tine and appearing in the 11 Times 11 to find the word 11 extrernist 11 employed as an 
a djecti,e to describe the official policy of the Zionist Movement and the Jewish 
Agency . 11Extremist 11 has an ugly connota tion, [lnd the trick now is to present the 
official nnd cl a ssic Zionist position which cruls for the fulfillment of the Balfour 
Decla r a tion in lette r and spirit , and the e stablishment of the J ew ish Na tional Horne, 
a s 11 extremist 11 • 

8) From the v er y beginning the 11 Time s 11 b ecame the mouthpiece of the Ameri­
c an Council for Juda ism, No other paper in the Unit e d Sta tes found it necessary to 
giv e tha t insignificnnt group the space and publicity which the 11 Tirnes 11 g ave it. It 
wa s the II Time s 11 and only the II Time s 11 which devoted so much spa ce to the r elen se of 
the American Council for Judaism during the week of the Conference. You st a ted tha t 
you did not appro,e of the release of that statement during the Conference. But the 
11 Times11 did give it a large and provoca tive display which no other paper in New York 
City, or in the country, found it necessa ry to do on the b asis of obj ective reporting. 
Simil a rly, an examination of the 11 Times 11 co ,;erage of the American J ewish Conference 
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will disclose that an unusual effort was made to give prominent display to the view. 
point of the very small minority in the Conference which dissented from the Palestine 
resolution. 

9) In the 11 Review of the Week" published on Sunday, September 5th, the 
11 Time s 11 conveyed an erroneous impression when it declared that speakers at the .Ameri­
can Jewish Conference demanded the establishment of a Jewish CommonweDJ.th in PaleS"II 
tine w:tiile neglecting to say that the Conference 'l'l'Oted almost unanimously in favor 
of it. Continuing, the II Times" dismissed the American Jewish Conference with forty,­
two words and then gave twice that space to the position of the American Council for 
Judaism. The dei•ice is treinsparent. This insignificant handful of individuals is 
not only parallel8d in importance with the Conference which represented every Jewish 
community and nearly every national Jewish organization in the United States, but 
is even rated above it. 

It is clear, my dear Mr. Sulzberger, to any impartial observer, that the 
11 T-imes11 has been following a definite anti-Zionist policy. The Jews of .Arnericc1. who 
are overwhelmingly in sympathy with Zionism, as the recent Conference clearly demon­
strated, resent this fn.ctt and are mekin6 their resentment audible and will continue 
to do so. Their crHicism is due not to o.ny hostility to you personDJ.ly or to your 
paper. It is due entirely to the wrong and hurtful pol icy which your paper has been 
pursuin5 mld which is calculated to do great harm to a cause which is dear to the 
hearts of our people all over the world, o.nd which has now entered upon its historic 
hour of decision. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Abba Hillel Silver 

!.HS:BK 
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F'ORTY-F'IVE REFORM RABBIS JOINTLY REPUDIATE DR. MORGENSTER1'S VIE,~,s ON PALESTINE 

BOSTON_, Nov. 2, (JTA)~- Forty-five rt.form ro.bbis from ull parts of the 
country, ull c..lumni of the He bnw Union colleg,c, tod::..y issu-::d o. joint statement 
deploring the views on Zionism £..nd Po.lcstin~ recently expressed by Dr. Julio.n 
.Morgenstern., president of the Hebrew Union College,, · 

The str.tement, mude public by Rub bi J oshuo. Lotc . .Licbmo.n of Boston, calls 
for the 11 estr..blishment of !'(.lestine us o. Jewish Commonwutlth with democracy, free­
dom e:.nd equc.l rights for o.11 the inhubito.nts, Arc,b o.s well c.s Jlw." rt dcclc.res 
th£..t Dr. M0rg,enst ... rn! s remnrks on Zionism o.r,d pc,Lstin(; 11 appcc.r to us c.s detrimcn­
to.l to the constructive solution of th: problem of Jewish homelessness in this 
time of sorrow for world Isro."'1. 11 

11 re bclicve., 11 the: sto.temcnt st:...ys, "thut po.L .. stinc o.s o. Jewish Commonwi20.lth 
is thut con&tructivc solution. rt is for this reo.son tht..t we profoundly disagree 
with the reported vi~ws of Dr. Morgcnst~rn both on the nccessity of po.lcstine o.nd 
th'- m .. tur" of Zicnism. W0 rc.ject his view thut pr..,L stinc will not be the. most 
import&nt o.nd invaluc.blc factor in the reho.bilit::..tion of the Jewish people. We 
liktwis.;; nj-::ct the id._ec tht..t J::cwish nutionc.~lism is in uny wuy 'prLl.ctico.lly idcnti­
co.l with Nnzi und Fascist theory., It is untrue nnd unfair so to cht..ructcrize o. 
mcvemLnt dlich enjoys the loyalty of so mo.ny alumni of the Hcbr'-w Union Colkge, 
t..nd in which thcy see g,rco.t spiri tuo.l si6nificc.ncc. The Centrc.l Confcrcnc€ of 
Am'-ricun Rabbis in its convention this po.st June pc.sscd n re solution which decl:.::.rca. 
thc,t Zionism c..nd rt.form JUdr..ism urc not incompr...tiblc, a r-. solution which Dr. 
Mor6cnstern himself supported. 

"We cannot help but re go.rd it o.s tragic 0.t this crucic..l hour in Jcwi sh 
history for e.ny obsto.clcs to be placed i1. the way of the fulfillment of the Bc.lfour 
D--clc.rc.tion, the fre(. :unmigrc.tior. cf J .__ ws ta PL.hstinc, and the cstr...blishment of 
pckstine L.S o. na.tiono.l home for hundreds of thous£.nds of J<2ws who will need c.nd 
·Hill wo.nt to leL.ve; the hnunted house of Eust"rn L'.nd ccntro.l EUropc that Hi tL:r hc.s 
cr.__ate;d, £.nd who cun find th"ir individuul und collective rcstorlltion best in the 
uncicnt lnnd of their fu.thers. 

11 We; ther"for" vig,orously dissent from Dr. Moq.,cnstcrn I s viewpoint on Zion­
ism £..nd Po.lcstinl o.s it hc.,S been rc;ported in th<... pr_ss of the country, und we c.f­
firm our 2quc..lly vi{:;orous support of the Pt..L stinc rc solution adopted c.t the 
Am ricc.n J'-wieh Confcr ._nce in S--ptcmber, o. r'-solution which culls for the. c.sta.b­
lishme;nt of PE".hstir_c c..s c. Jewish commor..wu.clth., with dcmocrc..cy, frc,_dc,m, c.nd c~ual 
rights fer r...11 o:f" its inhc.bitt...nts, Art b c.s well c.s Jc.w - u Cor;unonwci:.lth thut c.lone 
co.r:. mcke possibL.. c. busic solutic..n to the present Jewish trt..€:,edy. 11 

The stc,t0m:..nt is si
0

ned., in o.ddi tion to Rt...bbi Lie bmc,D, by th" following,: 
Rr..bbi Morton M. AppL be.um. RL.bbi Gc.rry J. Au6ust, Rc.bbi Svlomc,n N. Euzell, Rr,bai 
Alb::..rt T• Bilgrc.y, Rc.bbi Philip D. Bo ... kstnbLr, Ru.bbi Willirun G. Eru.udc, Rt..bbi 
BLrnctt R• Brickner, Rabbi Fr--d.__rick DCpfelt, Rubbi Leon I. Feuer, Ro.bbi Hcrbcrt 
E. Drvos, Rnbbi J .. rc,mc D, Folkmcn, Rc.bbi L'-on Frt.m, Ro.bbi Eric Frit..dlw1d, R£'.bbi 
:W,ilton L• Grc..fmo.n, Rubbi Av;..ry J. ('-rc,ssfield., Rabbi M:clbournc Hurris, Rc.bbi B,,rnc..rd 
E.cll1..r, RLLbbi JLm--s G. li'-llcr, Rcbbi Jr.cob H, Kc.plan., R&bbi Julius K .... rmo.n, Rubbi 
Arthur J. I,clyv(;ld, Rc.brii H-.rshd L--vin, Rr...bbi IrYing; M. Levy, Rabbi Sc,mson He 
L.:..ve;y., Rc..bbi l,u .. J. 1<.vi1:g,cr, RLbbi F<-lix A• Li:..vy, Rc..bbi Theodore. N• L.__wis., Rubbi 
Mt uric .. L;vor,s, Rt.bbi SLmu'-1 H• MLrkowitz, Rr..bbi S. F lix M<=ndc. lsohn, Rc..bbi Louis 
D. Mcndozo., Ro.bbi Hurry B• Pt.stcr, Ro.bbi Jo.cob Poli sh, Ro.bbi Mux Rt..isin., Ri:...bbi 
Mt..rius Rcr.nc,n, Rt.bbi Efruin M• Rcsenzwt.ig;, Rt.cbbi Abbo. Hilkl Silver, Rc.b'lti Phir,cc..s 
Smollcr, Ro.bbi Mcrd--cc.i M. Tlmrm£,n, Rc.bbi Joshua Tr1:..chtenbt-rg, R1....bbi Jt.cob J. 
11 .. inst .. in, R1...bbi HLrvey Eo · _ssel, Rabbi s1....muel Wohl, Ro.bbi So.m\lcl Wolk. 
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AMERICAN EMEJGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

•/ EAST 42,d STREET, NEW YORK 

MEMORANDUM 

To 

Prom 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date November 9, 1943 

Mr. Henry Montor 

I had a lengthy discussion on November 8th with Mr. Shulman, to check on 
his visit ~o Washington last Wednesd~ and Thursd~. 

(1) 

(2) 

Will Rogers, Jr. will not leave the Jewish Army group. He is completely sold on 
them. (I am trying to follow through with our Los Angeles friends) 

The letter of invitation to members of the American Palestine Committee has been 
..approved on the basis that it is to be jointly signed by Senators Wagner and 
McNary, which would be excellent. V 

(a) Senator Wagner has already given his signature 
(b) Leo Sack, our Washington contact, was to meet with Senator McNary on 

November 8 to get his approval. :But the Senator was laid up with sinus 
and will be seen (I hope) on November 9. 

These delays seem an inevitable pa.rt of conducting public action which is 
approved by responsible public figures. 

(3) Senator Wagner wishes the American Palestine Committee to sponsor the Christian 
Conference. Other Christian groups will be asked to be co-sponsors. 
It is suggested that Washington would be the most desirable place for such a 
conference. I agree. 

(4) I will probably be in Washington on Frid~, November 12th -- to see Raymond I\/ 
Clapper, Philip Levy, sec~etary to Senator Wagner, and Meyer Jacobstein, of 

(5) 

(6) 

the :Brookings Institute. • h-. Shulman is trying to arrange to go there the 
same d~ so tha.t we can complete details with Senator Wagner about the A.P.O. 
and the Conference. 

During the latter meeting, Mr. Shulman will talk to Senator Wagner about a ~/ 
visit with the President. Senator Wagner is prepared to do this and wishes ari' 
much background information as possible. 

Through Leo Sack, an effort is being made to suggest to Senator Connally that 
he invite you to attend a formal session of the Senate Foreign Relations V 
Committee. You will be going there not as a lawyer but as a prominent Jewish 
leader appealing to the good will of legislators. I will discuss this with 
you further, when it materializes. 

~here were two alternatives: (1) that Senator :Burton, in a private way, in­
vite his fellow-members of the Foreigh Relations Committee to meet with an 
important Ohio constituent; (2) that Senator Connally arrange a formal meeting. 
I trust you agree with me that the latter procedure is preferable. 
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(7) Mr. Shulman has been in touch with Dr. Jacob Robinson, head of the World 
Jewish Congress Research Institute. He was asked to prepare the legal brief 
on the White Paper case. He said this would take at least six weeks to two 
months of concentrated work, so that it would be an acceptable legal document. 
The President of the American Bar Association is being approached. The former 
President thinks it a good idea and felt it would be important to get the 
ap9roval of Prof. Philip Jessup, Professor of Law at Columbia, and powerful 
figure in the various reaearch groups. The latter angle will be followed up. 

HM:BR 



AMERICAN EMER~N 

41 ~ ST 
' ! 

COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

2nd STREET, NEW YORK 

I l . 
To 

From 

M.EMORANDUM 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver Date November 9, 1943 

Mr. Henr-.r ~ontor 

Attached herewith for your informa tion is a copy of the 
letter rucb. went out over t he signa tures of Mr. Gros s and 
yourself t o various na tional organizations, a list of which is 
at t a ched_. 

You will note tha t no such letter went out to the A.rnerican 
Jewish Committee and the Agudas Israel . Have you any comment 
t o make on that? 



0merican ZioniJt Cmergency Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

On March 31, 1944 the British i?hite Paper on Palestine will go into 
effect. It will suspend all Jewish immigration into Palestine. It is a 
prospect which will have ominous consequences for the Jewish comnnmity in 
Palestine and for the Jewish people throughout the world . The .nI!l0rican 
Zionist Emergency Council makes this formal request of 

to join in the mobiliz?tion of 
American public opinion to the end that the British Government may be pre­
vailed upon to withdraw the rlhite Paper. 

The V/hi te Paper was issued in May 1939 as one of the means by which 
Great Britain under Prime Minister Chamberlain hoped to avert war by appeas­
ing aggression . It is the one document of that appeasement era which has not 
been rescinded. It is our conviction that all Amarican Jews are united in 
their opposition to this document . In the first place, it establishes a 
principle that Jews may be excluded from a country because of their religious 
belief. This principle has far-reaching implications for the status of the 
Jews in the post-war world. In the second place, it repudiates the Balfour 
Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, the British and international pledges 
under which the rebuilding of the Jewish l.ational Home was inaugurated with 
the moral and material support of the Jews of .n1terica and other lands. In 
the third place, it constitutes a cruel blow to the Jewish people in the 
midst of their greatest sorrows as millions are destroyed in Europe because 
they are J8i7s. 

The American Zionist Emergency Council is initiating an effort in 
which it asks your cooperation: to bring to the attention of~Christian and 
Jewish public opinion, and finally of the legislative and executive bodies 
of the United States, the cruelty, the illegality and the inhumanity of the 
British ,fhite Paper. This task requires the utmost of our energy because we 
have only three or four months in which to arouse our country to a realiza­
tion of the great wrong that would be committed if the White Paper went into 
effect as intended on I1~arch 31, 1944. 

~ 10 

There are many _ways in which 
can be of service. 

These are two suggestions which we submit for your iI!lll0diate consid­
eration. 
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(1) We respectfully urge the adoption by your appropriate body of a 
resolution voicing the opposition of your organization to the White Paper, 
calling for its abandonment by Great Britain and petitioning our own Govern­
ment to use its influence with our British ally to that end. The public 
issuance of such a declaration by your organization would have an important 
effect in the molding of public opinion; 

(2) We urge your prompt communication with the heads of your local 
groups throughout the country stating your own position with respect to the 
White Paper and urging their cooperation with the local Emergency Committees 
on Palestine which are now being organized throughout the nation as part of 
this mobilization of public opinion. 

a great danger to the Jewish people must be averted. The future of 
Palestine must be safeguarded. The time in which to act is limited. We are 
confident that you will understand the significance of your action at this 
time and will cooperate accordingly. 

May we have word from you at the earliest possible moment in response 
to this appeal. 

Sincerely yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 
Chairman of Executive Committee 

Joel Gross 
Chairman of Community Contacts Committee 



-3-· 

AMERICAN JEvYISH CONFERENCE DEPLORES WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

NEW YORK, Nov.· 10. (JTA)-- The American Jewish conference, · through its in• 
terim committee/today issued a statement deploring the withdrawal of the American 
Jewish Committee from the conference ancl emphasizing that the door has been le·ft 
open for the return of the Comrni ttee·. 

"Through its action, the American Jewish cornmi ttee has isolated itself from 
the American Jewish Community at the most perilous hour in the history of our 
people.," the statement reads. "Its reaction will be deeply deplored and resented 
by millions of Jews, concerned with the need for organized collaboration in this 
desperate moment.,· united through the American Jewish conference in a program look­
ing to the rescue of the Jewish people from destruction and to the assure.nee of 
their continued existence as n free people in u free world. 

"This a.ct of withdruwal/1 the statement continues, "is the more unjusti­
fiable in that, prior to the sessions of the i\mericnn Jewish Conference,· the condi• 
tions of the Anerica.n Jewish committee for its entry were accepted, without,· however. 
infringing on the central principle of seeking, through democratic processes, to 
seaure agreement on a program of action in the area of post-war rehabilitation and 
the implementation of the Jewish rights with reference to Palestine." ~~ 

The statement concedes the legal rights of any organization within the 
American Jewish conference to withdraw, It points out,· however, that "the exercise 
of that right is morally indefensible when it involves the arbitrcry disrupting of 
unity only newly &chievod, too long deferred and imperatively needed•" It chal­
lenges the allegation thct the differences with respect to the Palestine resolution 
were the basic reasons for the American Jewish Committee's withdrawal. rt expresses 
the belief that the American Jewish Committee's decision to withdraw "would appear 
to have been dictated by its determination to maintain an ind€pendent course of 
action without public responsibility to the organized Jewish community.~' 

This view, says the statement, is based on three facts: 

· l~ That a.part from the Palestine Resolution, ten other resolutions were 
adopted after four dnys of deliberation, seven with respect to rehubilitation at 
the end of the war and three with respect to an immediate program of rescue. on 
these there was complete accord on the part of all the delegates, including the 
three representatives of the American Jewish Committee. 

2. That even with respect to the Palestine Resolution, the American Jewish 
Committee was in accord with certain portions of it., and dissented from the Jewish 
Commonwealth idea primarily on the basis of the timeliness of projecting the issue 
at this time. 

3~ That the President of the American Jewish Committee ut the sessioni, in 
e:xpressint his di:ssent on the Palestine Resolution, expressed the view "that we 
can still cooperate for the cause of Jewry within the great area. in which we found 
accord and agreement." 

Charging thnt nthe American Jewish Committee has introduced divisiveness in 
the councils of American Jewry, which is calculated to impair the effectiveness of 
the efforts on behalf of the Jewish people in the hour of its grer.test need.,'' the 
statement asserts: "The American Jewish Committee has chosen the path of sepa.ra­
tisma a course which it is still not too late for it to abandon.ti At the same time 
it declared that the work of the conference in implementing the resolutions adopted 
in the three areas of immediate rescue, post-war rehabilitation and the implementa­
tion of Jewish rights to Palestine will not be retarded. The statement rejected 
the charge of the Committee that any of the resolutions adopted by the conference 
involve diminution of loyalty to our country. 
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4 I EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK • MURRAY HILL 2-1160 

FOR RELEASE ________ _ 

ZIONIST COUUC IL RENEWS DE1\1AND 

FOR WITHDRAWAL OF 1ivHITE PAPER 

SAYS POLICY RE}JLA..INS UNCH.ANGE] 

DESPITE STANLEY STATEMEJNT 

IMMEDIATELY 

Assailing the Palestine White Paper policy as 11 a repudiation of a solemn 

o\ligation, 11 the American Zionist Emergency Council yesterday demanded that the 

British government abrogate the policy, which bars all new Jewish immigration into 

Palestine after March 31. 

In a formal statement, the Council declared that this policy 11 remains 

essentially unchanged," despite last week's announcement by :British Colonial Secre­

tary Oliver Stanley that immigration certificates for Palestine available under the 

Whit e Paper quota and unused owing to war conditions will ",e valid after March 

31 , 1944. 

The Council assert ed that it was 11 not conceivable" that the White Paper 

should represent the 11 last word of British statesmane.hip 11 on the future of Palestine. 

The Council speaks for the Zionist Organization of America, the Mizrachi Organization 

of America, Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of .AI!lerica, and the Poale Zion, 

and is led by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland and Dr. Stephen S. Wise of New York~ 

who are co-chairmen. 

Following is the Council's statement: 

11 The American Zionist Emergency Council takes note of the announcement iy 

the British Colon i al Secretary that immigration certificates for Palestine available 

under the Palestine White Paper q_uota until March 31, 1944 and unused owing to war 

conditions will be valid af~er that date. However, the statement of the Colonial 

Secretary and replies given by him to questions make it clear that the pclicy of 

the Palestine White Paper remains essentiall7 unchanged. 

"The purp~se of that policy is to ensure that the Jews shall remain a per­

manent min~rity in an Arab Palestine, To this end it was pr~vided th.o.t (1) beyond 

the quota above referred to no further Jewish immigration into Palestine was to be 

(more) 
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permi,ted after March 31, 1944; (2) Jewish agricultural settlement was to be severely 

lim ed by prohibiting the acquisition of land by Jews throughout the greater part 

of pilestine and an act of anti-Jewish discrimination unique in the ]ritish Empire; 

ane (3) conditions were to be created for the establishment of Palestine as an Arab­

cominated State. 

"The policy of the Palestine White Paper i's a product of the unhappy era of 

expediency in international relations. It has been denounced by many of the present 

leaders of British public •;pinion as a breach and a repudiation of a solemn obliga,.. 

tion - the obligation 1nJ. T, taken with the consent of the fifty-two nations of the 

League of Nations, and u:c.c,"i::r.1uusly approved by the Congress of the United States, to 

· establish a Jewish National Home in Palestine. It has likewise °Deen condemned by the 

Permanent Mandates Commies ·~~n of the League of Nations as inconsistent with the trust 

assumed by Britain under the Mandate for Palestine. 

ffit is not concoiv~b1e that the White Paper should represent the last word 

of British statesmanship on the future of Palestine. The achievements of the Jews in 

Palestine as well as the terrible, unparalleled sufferings of the Jews of Eur~pe 

have made it t.ndubitaely clear that the problem of Jewish homelessness oan be solved 

only by the reestablishment ~fa Jewish Commonwealth in the land with which the Jews 

have always been historically associated. We renew our appeal and we believe that 

we shall not appeal in vain to the aonscience of the British pe::>ple and of all the 

democratic peoples in urging that the policy of the White Paper be withdrawn as in 

eonfliet with the dictates of justice and humanity, and that the gates of Palestine 

be r,pened wide to Jewish immigration. 11 

fs-11/17/43 



AMERICAN ZIONl,ST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADlc-ON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

To 

From 

._ ,. I 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date November 22 , 1943 

Henry Mento r 

Attached hereto for your confidential information a.r e several let ters 1hich 
Philip Slomovitz of Detroit bas received from Senator Vandenberg of \l ichigan . 

I am suggesting to Slomovi t z that he undertalce to arrange a meeting for you 
with Senator Vandenberg in Washington • 

.tJJ.1 :FE 
Enc .2 
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SENA.TOR VANDENBERG'S LETTER UNDER DATE 
OF OCTOBER 29 

My dear Phil: 

This will acknowledge your letter of October 26th with further reference to your 
meeting of November 2nd. 

You will have tn mind that I have previously written about the alleged military 
exigencies in North Africa. I am trying to get first band and completely authentic 
information upon that score from our own reliable military authorities. What I have 
been able to learn the last ten da;vs is so wholly confidential that I am not at 
liberty to discuss it. But it seems to be quite clear that there 1§.--at least 
temporarily-- a military factor involved which bas critical bearing not only on the 
security of our own A. E. F. but perhaps also on the safety of Jewiwh Palestine 
itself. You willunderstand why I cannot ignore these considerations, in view of my 
official position (perticularly on the Foreign Relations Committee); and wey, 
therefore, I am not as free to speac • at this particular moment, as fully and as 
directly as I otherwise could and would do, But I hoi; I can make a sufficiently 
strong statement to satisf.y your immediate request. I suggest the following& 

(SEE STATmM Q.UOTED IN JEWISH nws ••• CLIPPING ATTACHED) 

If this does ~ seem to suf'flce~ you can wire me and I will try again. 

I am anxious al ways not to disappoint your expectations. But I am certain that some 
degree of prudence is advisable at the moment, if I a.m to maintain a status which will 
permit me to be of the greatest serviee to the cause. 

LETTER DATED NOVliMB.ER 3 

Thanks for your letter of November ls~ 

You are entirely correct in your comments. The statement I sent you is •only a 
temporary expression• which is tempered by the immediate military situation in 
North Africa. 

Good lucid 

LETTER DATED NOVJiMBER 4th 

It was most thoughtful and generous of you to send me your supplemental note of 
November 2nd. I like it immensely. 

I triw- to put everything possible into the statement I sent you--within the 
necessary temporary limitations which I confront. 
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V.ANDEN:BERG 1S LETTER DA.TED OCTO:BER 28 

My dear Phil l 

This will acknowledge your letter of October 26th with further reference 
to your November 2nd meeting. 

In the course of a day or two, I will send you a statement. 
Unfortuantely, there are phases of the Palestine matter which I cannot 
possibly discuss. I have written you confidentially about thEm 
before. We cannot ignore the military necessities in North Africa while 
we have yet to win the var. War is cruel under any circumstances. It is 
obviously necessary that there should be no rebellion behind our lines in 
orth Africa. Any such rebellion would represent a greater victory for 

Hitler than he has yet been able to win for himself. I must consult the 
military point of view (for the time being) in a situation of this nature 
because the potentiality involves the lives of millions of our boys. I do 
not intend to be misled in this connection by any propaganda. But I mJ!tl 
consult the realities lest we do more harm than good to the long range 
cause. I do not need to reiterate to you that I am deeply attached to the 
cause its elf. 

I think I can send you a statement which will be adequate: but I want you 
to know the difficulties under which I labor in this connection. I will 
write you again in a couple of days. 



... 
From: 
I. L. Kenen 
41 E. 42nd Street 
New York City 

RA.BBJ. B, L: LEVIliJ"~EAL RESIG-:JS 

DE.AN OF ORTHODOX RABBIS ·1,AS ONE 

OF FIVE COMMITTEE FOU:NDERS 

FOR Iiliil:EDIATE RELEASE 

Rabbi B, L. Levinthal of Philadelphia, dean of American Orthodox rabbis and one 

of the five founders of the American Jewish Committee! today resigned from the Core­

roittee in protest against 11 its utterly indefensible" secession from the American 

Jewish Conference. 

In a letter to Judge Joseph M. Proskauer, president of the American Jewish Com­

mi ttee, Rabbi Levinthal ·rniced 11 profound regret that after a continuous association 

with the American Jewish Committee since it was first instituted in our city 

(Philadelphia) in the year 1906, I find it impos-sible to remain a member of it any 

longer and mu.st tender my resignation, to take ef!ect at once. 11 

Recalling the meeting thirty-seven years ago, when at the invitation of Judge 

Mayer Sulzberger, Rabbi Levinthal, Cyrus .Adler, \iilliam B. Hackenburg and Morris 

Rosenbaum gathered to formu.late plans for the organization of the American Jewish 

Committee, Rabbi Levinthal declared: 11 The composition of that small group clearly 

indicated that what Judge Sulzberger had in mind was to organize a representative 

body of .American Jews, one of whose primary purposes would be to promote unity in 

American Israel. 

11Under the Judge's leadership and during the presidency of Louis l.fiarshal.1
1 

Cyrus 

Adler,. Solomon Stroock and Maurice \,ertheim, I was pleased to observe ami:lc e·rlden.ce 

of a genuine desire to overcome deep-rooted prejudices for the sake of the welfare 

of our people and because of a decent regard for the opinions of the great majority 

of the Jews of America and of the world. \,hen you were elected president, I was, of 

~ourse, aware of your own predilections. I nevertheless cherished the hope that 

yoi::.. would deal with the problems confronting the Committee judicially and with an 

Ol)Sn mind, that you would rise above your prejudices and would respect the convic­

tions of the overwhelming majority of our fellow-Jews, 

11 The recent action of the Executive Committee, on your recommendation, in with­

irawing from the American Jewish Conference is, in my opinion, utterly indefensible. 

I cannot help but feel that Louis Marshall or Cyrus Adler would have found the means 

of preserving, rather than disrupting, unity in the ranks of .American Jewry, surely, 

they would have permitted the full membership of the Committee, rather than the 

3xecutive Committee alone, to decide so vital a question of policy, 

(more) 
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11 Moreover, as an orthodox rab-bi, perhaps the only one in the entire membership 

of the .American Jewish Committee, I feel it would be particularly improper t·or me to 

continue my association, however nominal, with the Committee, for without a doubt 

virtunlly nll orthodox Jews are vigorously opposed to the stnnd taken by yoi. ond the 

Executi,e Committee. 

11 It is my ardent hope that you and your associates may soon realize the .~rievous 

error of your decision and its unfortunate implications. It is my fervent pr~.yer 

that the spirit \vhich animated Mayer Sll.lzberger ruid Louis Marshall, Cyrus Adler and 

Solomon Stroock, all of bles~ed memory, may soon again prevail in the American ,Jewish 

Oornmi ttee. 11 

--3().....-

#9-11/18/43 
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RELEASE 

EMERGENCY C O U N C I L 

Zionist Organization of America 
Hado.ssnh - Mizrac.hi - Pcale-•?.ion 

-1-
41 East 42nd Street -►• Ney; York -- Murray HHl 2-USQ 

FCE. .llliTEA:B IJJ.MSDT.AT:S1Y 

Jewish colllIIlUili ties in every major city of the c:Ji::.nr.ry a.re oeing swiftly 

mobilized in the fight to win abrogation of the Palestine ·,,-hi te Paper. 

l/iore than 120 Emergency Committees for Palestine have already been formed 

for the purpose of rallying public opinion throughout the U~ited States in opposi­

tion to the hhi te Paper policy: unde:r the terms of which Jc\vish immigration into 

Pa:eEt:;..ne is now sharply limited a.nd is soon to be denied. completely. 

This was announced today by Dr • .Abba Hillel S:.1'1or, chairman of the executive 

corr.mi ttee of the American Zion:i.st Emergency Council. 

The emergency committees are being established at the request of the Council 

in an. effort to unite Jewish leaders representing every shade of opinion in their 

respecti·1;e communities. The p> .. 1.rpose is to decentralize the work of the Council and 

carry it in to eYery city in the country. 

The program was launched less than c. ;n,.mt:1. ago under the direction of Joel 

Gross, of Nr:iwark~ N. J. who is chnirmn.n of the Community Contacts Committee of the 

Council and Rabbi Leon Feueri who is Comrmmi ty Contacts Director of the Council. 

The Emergency Committees are pat.te;:-nod after the Cou.,.--icil in form and program. 

Chairmen have been designated for locd :Emergency CC'mmi ttees in the follo.wing 

cHies: Charles E. Schwnrtz, Akron. Ohio; J'u] ian V ,, Boehm: Atlanta: Georgia; Rab bl 

Henry Ro Gold'o8rger, Altoona, l'a.; Ro."bbi Rebert P, Jacobs 1 Asheville~ N. C.; Judge 

Troy~ .Au.ro'°a! Ill.; Abe Berkow:.tzt Birmingham, AJa. 

Dewey D. Stene, Brockton, Mass.; David DiamondJ Buffalo, N. Y.; Albert B. 

Fickman, Canonsburg~ Pa.; Rabbi Solomon D. Goldfarb, Charlestown, S. C.; Ruben H. 

Klaincr, Cholsca, ?fass.; Mrs. Wolfe Leskoff, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Judge Harry Mo 

Fisher, Chicago, Ill.; Jacob W. Mack, Cincinnati, Ohio; Ezra Shapiro, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Albert Schiff and Justine L. Sillman, co-chairmen, Columbus, Ohio; Gabe 

Goldberg, Corsico:na, Texas; Philip Slomovitz, Detroit, Mich.; Dr. Albert G. Fleischman, 

Des Moines, Iowa; Israel Krohn, Easton, Pa.; Harry \iel tcheck, Elizabeth, N. J.; 

Prof, I. Sternberg, Eveleth-Virginia, Minn. 

Dr. B. 1:.. Ed..lavitch and Byrcn Novitsky, co-chairmen, Fort Wayne, Indiana; 

Dr. Arnold Lieberman, Gary, Indiana; Simon Davis, Greensburg, Pa.; Dr. Philip D. 

:Sookstaber, Harrisburg, Pa.; Rabbi Abrnham J. Feld.man, Hartfcrd, CC'nn.; Rabbi Jacob 

Danziger, Huntington, \i. Va.; Rabbi Israel Chodo s, Indianapolis, Ind.; ·,iilliam 

~oxerman, Jacksonville, Fla.; Jacob Brown, Kansas City, Mo.; Hyman Hurwitz, Kilgore, 
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Texas; Arthur :S. Ewig, Kingston, W. Y.; Ben irinick, Knoxville, Tenn.; Rabbi Isadore 

Ravitch, Long Beach, Calif. 

David L. Winer, Lynn, Mass.; Abe Waldauer, Memphis, Tenn.; Samuel Umansky 

and Rabbi Hyman Cohen, co-chairmen, Meriden, Conn.; Rabbi Melvin Kieffer and Louis 

Sil versher, co-chairmen, Milburn, N. J.; Herman D. Schwartz, Milwaukee, Wisc.; 

Rabbi Max l✓iaccoby, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Mortimer May, Nashville, Tenn.; Michael 

Stavitsky, Newark, N. J. 

Rabbi Abraham N. AYrutick, Newburgh, N. Y,; Jacob E. Raffel, New Castle, Pa.; 

Rabbi Judnh Washer and Dr. Samuel Sparks, co-chairmen, New Kensington, Pa.; Leon H. 

Rittenberg, New Orleans, La.; Joseph L. Hecht and David Friedman, co-chairmen, 

Norfolk, Va.; Rabbi 1iiilliam Stern, Oakland, Calif.; Rev. ?liar tin Adolph, Faterson, 

N. J.; Judge Harry Medinets, Perth Amboy, N. J.; William H. Sylk, PhilR.delphia, Pa.; 

Charles J. Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Abe Lapides, Pontiac, 1/iich.; Saul G. Chason, 

Portland, Me. 

Charles D. Kanter, Fortsmouth, Va.; Rnbbi ?Ii. Bertram Sachs, Pottsville, Pa.; 

Archibald Silverman, Providence, R. I.; Joseph Goldstein, Rochester, N. Y.; Dr. L. J. 

Ma.nhoff, San Antcnio, Texas; Joseph Grosberg, Schenectady, N. Y.; Sam Prottos, 

Seattle, Wash.; Ben E. Salinsky, Sheboygan, Wisc., Maurice Tucker, South Bend, Ind., 

Rabbi David W. Pearlman, Stanford, Conn., Bernard G. Rudolph, Syracuse, N. Y.; 

J. Eugene Farber, Toledo, Ohio; Judge Saul Yager and Julius Livingston, co-chairmen, 

Tu.l sa, Okla. 

Henry Rubinstein, 'fucson, Arizona; Lester Cohen, Uniontown, Pa.; David H. 

Lurie, Utica, ·N. Y.; Rabbi Joseph H. Wagner, \,heeling, W. Va.; E. I. Glassman, 

Warren, Pa.; Leo V. Freudberg, Washington, D. C., Rabbi \iilliam P. Greenfeld, 

Waterbury, Conn.; Joseph Goldberg, Worcester, ?/.ass.; Oscar Altschuler, Youngstown, 

Ohio. 

The V'ihi te Paper limited Jewish immigration to 75,000 in the period from 1939 

to 1944. After March 31, the doors close to all but the remainder of the 75,000 

who have still not been able tc enter. 

--30--
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AMERICAN Z I O N I S T E M E R G E N C Y C O U N C I L 

Associated Organizations: Zionist Organization of America 
Hadassnh - Mizrachi - Poale-Zion 

41 East 42nd Street -- New York -- Murray Hill 2-1160 

FOR RELEASE IM~;:EDIATELY 

ZIONISTS DEl/iAfill REMOVAL OF PALESTINE OFFICihLS 

BLAli.E OFFICIALS FOR DISTURBANCES 

New York, No~ember 23 -- The American Zionist Emergency Council tonight blamed the 

Palestine administration for the raurder of a Jewish colonist and the resulting dis­

turbances in Tel Aviv and called for the removal of the officials responsible. 

The Council speaks for the major Zionist bodies in the United States: the 

Zionist Organization of America, Hadassah, the Foale Zion, and the Mizrachi Zionist 

Organization, and is led by Dr. Stephen S. Wise and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, co-

chairmen. 

The Council asserted that the demonstrations which have been taking place in 

Palestine are II the direct result of a series of increasingly provocative actions on 

the part of the Palestine administration" which reached their climax in a recent 

raid on the Jewish settlement of Ramat Hakovesh, where a Jewish settler was killed. 

The administration's conduct, it charged, 11 has been animated by one desire 

-- to clamp down on the Jews of Palestine the infamous policy of the Chamberlain 

White Paper which seeks to put an end to Jewish irr:migration into Palestine and to 

reduce the Jevlish National Home to a ghetto in an Arnb state. 11 

The Council called on the government to put nn end to its arms se~rches in 

Jewish settlements. It declared that these searches and prosecutions had been 

started by the government to create an atmosphere in Palestine II calculated to provoke 

the Jews and ul tiraately to prejudice the cause of the Jewish National Hor:ie. ·, 

11 The theory apparently is that the Middle East is in an explosive condition, 

that the fuse is nll ready and that the Jews will apply the match to it. We say 

une~uivocally, with full knowledge of our responsibility, that that view can only 

be described as utterly fantastic. There will be a rising in Pnlestine only if the 

go,,-ernment wishes it. 11 

The statement follous: 

"The demonstrations v:hich took pla~e last Saturday in Tel Avi·r are the direct 

result of a s8ries of increasingly provocative actions on the part of the Palestine 

Administr,,tion which reached their climax in the raid a few days earlier by a body 

of police and troops on the isolated Jewish settlement of Ra.mat Hakovesh. The osten­

sible purpose of that raid was to seek for deserters from the Polish army and for 

hidden arms. The settlers were subjected to physical indignities, herded into a 
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~oarbed wire enclosure, nnd one of them, : sar.ru.el Wolinietz'. was killed .as a result of 

two shots fired by a police officer. 

"From the beginning of the war the Adr.d.nistration of Pnlestine has been animated 

by one desire -- to clrunp down on the Jews of Palestine the infnr.ious policy of the 

ChamberlQin White Paper, which seeks to put nn end to Jewish imr,1igrc1.tion into IJnlestinE 

and to reduce the Jewish Na tional Home to a ghetto in an Arab state. To this end it 

hns obstructed in every w::i.y possible the desire of the Jews of Palestine to contribute 

their ut r.iost to the war effort. The offer of the Jews of Palestine at the beginning 

of the war to devote their manpower and resourc e s to the cor.m:on c ause was rejected. 

Not until the crisis which followed Italy's entry into the war did the civil authori­

ties give way to the pressure of r,1ilitary der.,t:mds nnd perrai t Qny Je\',ish enlistr,iCnt 

at all. Many thousnnds of Jews enlisted in the British nrr.:ies in the Hear East and 

their conduct hns on nunerous occasions been pro.ised by British military l enders, 

from Genern.l Wnvell downwards. E...-en at tha t tir.1e of crisis the Pa lestine Act.~inistro.­

tion diverted shipping for the purpose of deporting to the tropical island of Mauri­

tius (where they are rotting away to this da y) more than 1500 Jews who ha d sought 

refuge from the Nazis in Palestine. It wn.s the sm.1e Administrat ion which was re­

sponsible fer sending to their deaths 760 people on the II Struma11 rather than to per­

mit their ndr.1ission into the one l .md which, under international right, they could 

claim to enter. 

11 In r ecent r..on ths, as the Nnzi tide hn.s receded fror.1 Africa, the Palestine 

Adr.,inistr'lticn has steadily set about creating nn atr.1osphere in Palestine calcul'1.ted 

to provoke the Jews Dnd ultiwately to prejudice the cause of the Jewish National Hor.ie. 

The theory apparently is tha t the Middle Enst is in an explosive condition , that the 

fuse is a ll ready and thnt the Jews will apply the natch to it. We say uneq_uivoc 'llly, 

with full knowledge of our responsibility, that thRt view can only be described as 

utterly f antastic. There will be a rising in Pnlestine rmly if the Governuent wishes 

it. To support its theory, howevt.r, the Governr.,ent has begun o.. series of searches 

and prosecutions for ille6pl possessicn of nrr:,s which have been accor.tpanied by r..axi­

mur:1 publicity abroad. 

11 It is true that throughout the war period there has been a considerable traffic 

in railitary arms throughout the If.iddle East, that is, not only in Palestine, but also 

in Transjordan , Syria, Egypt and Iraq_. Large q_uantities of military arms have found 

their vmy into the hands of Arnbs in Pal estine and Tr:insjordl"'n. In vi ew of the previou 

attacks by arned Arabs on Jewish settler:,ents, it is not surprising if, in self pro­

tection, the Jews too are stC'ring away ar1.1s in cnse of need. The Governr:ient is fully 

aware of the fact that it has in the past been unable to give the Jewish colonies 

a deq_uate protection m1d that Jewish arns have been used in the pnst, a s they will in 

the future, for self-defense nnd net for aggression. 
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11 The .Adr.iinistrntion of Pnlestine is to bln1.1e for the lJUrder in Rru.1at Hnkovesh 

and it nlcne is to blnuc for the disturbances in Tel .a.vi v. vie share the indignation 

of the Jewish cor:u:ru.nity in Palestine. ·1ire de1.-,l'nd thD.t ir:rr.1edi:,te action be taken to 

put an end to the arr:,s searches in Jewish settle1 .. ents, and that the 35 settlers 

arrested be released. \ie further dcunnd the reuc-vol ,~f the officin.ls responsible 

fer this series of ~utrages. 11 

-30--



ovember 4 1943. 

'r. Le s R. . tin 
istrict ·n Lodge, W .2, !'nai B'rith 

402 1c ore 11~.:tng 
erre &u.te Indiana. 

Dear Mr . "'utint 

PlijL;. NAL 
£?9% FOR fUBLIQATION 

1 grat.ef'ul t J u or your t ou ht~J.l le er r · vem.ber 
15th. Let me ssy at nee t t agre with 7aur eo iception -of the 
future J :1.ah DIIIIOttwealtb. It would b !!. del'i ... cr e7 in ;hich all its 
citizens ff(:, ld he.Te equality or rignts , incl • ng the right ot election 
and of franchise. his va provided for i n the ertcan J eviah Oontarenee 
Sesolutioc., in tbe following vord11 

8The Jewi~h peoole pledges itself to seru .ul.ous r.g rd for ••• 
t e cb'll and reli~ous equality oi' tll the inh2b t nt.s ot 

stine before the 1.aw 

There is also p1'0vieion 111 the Ret,olution for the reaenation ot the 
Nligioas , linquistic end cultural right• o~ the r bs. hie, ot C-OUJ'se, 
vould be rortded tor in ome tund.-nmtel docwaent or bill of rights. 

It is c-leel'l.7 intended that tho•e who wuld gOYern the Ooldonwealth 
vould be citisena or the cowrtr,, whether the7 be 1evs or aot. On the 
other h nd , OU?' obJectiTe ta cert.ainl.7 a Jewish Coaaoawealth, that is to aa,, 
one which would be redoainan~lJ Jewiah, and it is for this reUOR t.hat the 
Conference fieaolution reten to "the at\aimlent or a lewi.ah aJorit;r and ••• 
reereatioa ot the Jewi•h Ooaaonveal\h. The idea s ut clearlf b7 
r. ,Joy George. Priae Miniater of Oreat l'ritaln at tlut tbe ot the Ball.oic 

Oecla.r~tion in his erl.dance before the~ Oorulistdona 

"Tbe 1da waa and this was the interpretation put upon it t the 
tiae, that a J awiah State was not to be set up illaedia tel7 bJ the 
Peace Treat7 witbo11t reference to the vi.shes of the aaJorit.7 or 
the 1nbab1tanta. On the other bead, it wae cont•plat.ed that when 
the tue &ffiyed tor acoording represent6.t1Ye institutiona to 
alestine . it the levs had aeanvhlle NSPonded \o the opporlunitJ 

a.ttorded tha b7 the idea or a national lloae end bed beea&e a 
definite aajol'tt7 ot the inhabitan\a, then Palestine would thua 
beccae a Jewish Coaaonweal\h. 11 

The Resol:a-tion of the Conterence cvtaial.7 does not eonteaplate a 
J'eviah Ooaonwealt.b in which, to quote 7aa.r suggenion, there shall be a 
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million I eva a• 1gainst tvo end a halt aill1on '4:osl•• and Ohrietians. 
a you rlghtlf indicate such a situation wuld not re~ult 1n. the 

establ.1ahllent or a Je,dt1h Oelmonwul.th. '.nle Reeol.ution of the Allen.can 
Je-wiah Comaittee, owever, 1n th oirCU11etance1 which 7ou suggest, 
oonceb·es or the poaeibillt7 ot the ••tabliablllant ot a 11aelt gonrning 
Commonwealth" in t.bo•e ctrcuaetanc .. , that ie to aa7, with the Jewa a 
considerable •inorit7. The ter11 "•elf goTeming Collaonwealth" 1n that 
event would be merely a cover tor what 11 in tact n Arab 0-omrealth. 
I think that that is where the fundeaental ditterance lies. The 
ConteNnc• Re-solution &iaa &pecitioall.7 at the bu.1l.41ng up or a Jewish 
maJorit7 and, on the bdia ot that aaJorit7 ot utabllab.ing a self 
governing Co111110nvealth which would ipso facto be a Jewiah CollllOnvealth. 
The Reeolution ot the berioen. J ewiah Ooaai.ttN, while paying 11 aern.oe 
to the idea ot oontinued J eviah 1.lllllig:ration . dou ~ it or selt goYermaent 
in aleetine with an Arab a&Jorit7. The Yalue ot the proaiee to con-
t · ue Jewiah immigration once there 1• an Arab dollinated Pue tine . I 
leaYa to your good Judpent. 

he proposal for an intemational tN•te••hi sounds well, but 
requiree f\lrther MB.l.7ais. Under the Mandate ultiaate authorit;y in Pales­
tine was vested in an international bo<:17, but the aotuaJl administration 
wa• antiu9ted to Britieb ottioiala. I have no great oontidence th t the 
replacement of the 1 tter by a heterogeneoua group .or men troa different 
countries 1• Hl'Jal.1' to etteot any real ilq)roTeaeat. In any case, they 111 
certainly be 111bJected to the oame presaure which brought about the atop!:>sge ot i•igration in X> lestine. It is tor this reaeon again that our exper- ,v 
ienc,e of the laJt tw nty-f'ive year• hAe bl reseed upon us the necesai tr ot 
J ewi•h o ontrol or 11ualgration dur1na the crucial 1nteria period until a 
Jewish majority is built up. This proposal, too, ae 1ou knov, is 1•approved 
of 01 tne ~merioa.n eviah OcmaittN, and 7et it 1ee•• to me to fall esseL­
tielly thin your ~ "practical. reali•tic mechanics" it ve are to 
chine oar ill• in Palestine. 

our inquirJ u to what would ha pen if, atter the J l!llS h .,e becoae 
a •ajorlty, large nuabers emigrate and they become a minority . i I think 
too hypothetical tor us to pursue at thia point. lt that •hould happen I 
vould uy tlu.t ve would not deserwe to h ve a Jewish Oolllmonwealth in 
aleatine. 

think the above contain• the anavers to your tirst two questi ne • 
. ,; J.e for the ropoaal tor treneplanti.nc Arabs vith Jeva, this is a pro osal 

foetered by the Reviaioniete. It 1• not one which has the backing of the 
otficial Zionist Dodies. Tbere 1• room in .Paleetin•t with prpper dnelop­
■ent , not onlJ for the J eva and Arabs there today, but tor man, who will 
immigrate or who are 7et unbom. 'Ibe proposal to frge the remOYal ot the 
rabe from alestine seems to•• lloth unreaaible end pol.1t1cal.11 dangerous. 

ne word in concluaion on your r•ark that if the leaders on both 
•idea ~-ould cal.Illy di euaa the aechanioa of tora.ing a CollllOnwealth there 
could be an agr•••nt or •ind.a. As 1s, I think, fairly generally know, 
for a eriod ot nearly two rears disou.aaions were in tact carried on a.a a 
result ot the 1nit1at1•• of Dr. Weisae.nn and the late r. Situl troock, 
between the Zionist leaders Md the repressntatives or the Alleriean Jewish 
Oomaittee. tent tive agnement was nach-4 at a tiae vhen r. Werthei!D 



wae praeiderit or the Alllerioan Jev:18h Ooaaitt .. , for which he obtained 
the support of a saJorit7 ot the !tzecutive of ths Ooa1ttee. Tlw threat 
of the minority to split the Oollllit'\M it the agreazumt wae rattl':tecl 
caused the majority g?'O'lp to 11•ld and at tbe aubaequent al.,ction the 
1ntrans1geanu, repNaented by ,r. roskauer, asS\llleo the leadership ot 
the Ooimoittee. As taf' es the Zionute are oonoerned, the neao\iattona 
were cari-ied on atientlJ' and oYer a long period with a genuine desiN 
to reaoh an underat«nding. It wa• the Aaerioan Jewish Oollllitt•• leaders 
who say tit at t e end ot thel!le d.iacua.ione, without doing us the 
eourteay to inform u or the content, of thei:r intended atate111ent . to 
coae out l.a:,t Janua.rr with a unilateral declaration in opposition tot.be 
nroposal for a Jewish Comlionvealth. 

~inoerely 7oun, 

Abba Billel !UTer 
AHS ILI 

·• ' 
I 



r. lie ontor 
eric ionis t ElnerJency Council 

41 East 42nd St. 
Ne Yor.-.. , : .Y. 

'fy de~r r. !· ntor: 

ovember 24 , l 3 

,hen Herman 'hul an r bbi :i ller · sit ~· s . ngton 
in t he next fe~ duys t o consult t he senator s ,ho submitted t he 
illette Reso.lu i on on t1e s :it-ject O.l the inc sion of a Pal es tine 

a.mendnent t o t he Bill , one or the other o_ them hould see 
on6ress ... a n Ce : le ,·h , .f u i'lill r e cal ote t o us recent! 

ex: r~ sing his i p tience i t h t he fact t: t we ~ave not a thorized 
him to • roceed :i t h t he resolut ion n t he hite ?c:2.per . I t h:mc . 
in fa· mes t :> him he hould be told \ hat t he · erican Je~: ·sh 
Conference _;>l ans to d in cor.nection with t e i llette . i.e olution 
and if t he sena ors favor t ~e inclusion Cel ler ' s as i tan e should 
be i nvited in getting favor be ~cti non it in t he Eouse . 

1ith all goo~ .1ishes , I re ain 

Verr co iall y y s, 

P.S. I h ve not he about t e 'idney Hill an 8.,rl oint ent. I 1ill 
oe .:..n Ne; York for ur i e eting ,:ond· , · nd our interv· ew 1 be 
arranged fo r t,oncu:· morning · f Hi llman is in tov.n. Z-ri t z' y 
ls a iting on t his in ervior t o decide het her he or 'l -~n should 
be ch irman of our Labor Co ittee. 

In connection ;;1th my vi it to ,; shingt on on Tuesd~ , please 
arr-d.llge a .JOi tments or • e r.i t e."la. tors Bur ton and 1'a.ft, both 
of Ohio . 

,7 t · s t he i:)r aent .. ,ddress of r. ht rles osenbloom? 
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r. Henry ontor 
erlcan Zionist 

41 t 42nd St. 
r ency Council 

, N.Y. 

yd ontori 

smuch · s 
mee "tb R 
1 te1y 

Co tee•. • 
important. 

· th a 1 good wishe , re:::i in 

ove ber 24, 1945 

Ver sincerel 

it 
is to 
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ours, 
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lndianapol.i..a 2, J nd:.ana 
m,vember 2L., 1943, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silvor 
Tho Ter:iple, Eo 105th St o at Ansel Rood 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr,, Silver: 

Last night l attended a meeting at thEl home of Mro Jc Jo Kiser 
to he Mr,. Morris D,, Waldman of the J\r.larican JEfl iah Ccm:mitt,eo 
explain why they had withdrawn .from t.11.c confercnceo 

Twenty-four of the le ding India.napoli JGffs were present, the 
JllB.~)ority of thern being either non= ionists or anti-zionists., 

Th(? meetinc lasted four hours iA'r o Waldmrul went into consid-
erable detail to explain two or th o-r es.sons the:1 with= 
drmr from the conference& 

As l understoJ<l it, on reason was they f'elt the conferenc:,a 
a:t an unreprosentative body• on accocr1t of the n thods used 

by which thl'i delegate"' to the local elections lfe.re se ectcd., 
and that the conference was not a t.rue conf'erenc£, iu that the 
de:.ega.toa were all instructed, so they had to vote in a body 
and there was very little opportunity for any expression.s of 
oppositiono 

The second reason, as I got it, ,,aa that t!1e American Je,,::l.sh 
Coomittee did not feel that they could go along v,ith the con­
ference on their Palestine GoIJmOnweal.th Resolution at thif: 
particular tir.le .. l!r. Wt.!.ldl'Jrul did not say that the Americen 
Jei,ish Cammi ttee is absolutely oppooed to a Jewish Co1nmol'l11.'eal th 
such as covered by the r.esolution but that they felt that t e 
action at this time was 1110at untimely and inadvisableQ 

Mr. Waldman made one statement that, created a profound impres­
sion on all p~osent., - that the leaders of the American Jt.'l'fish 
Conference, including yourself, bad been informed prior to the 
conference by Judge Proskauer, that the adrniniutration in 
Washington folt that if the conference passed the Palestine 
neoolution it. would consider it ei 11vezy unfortuns.te tM.ng at 
the present time'' .. 
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Furthermore when Mr. Waldman was asked what was the attitude 
of the admin1stration when the conterenco comittee actually 
presented the resolution to \Tashin{::ton - Mr. Tlaldman said 
that the state departi:ient wo.a "very much perturbed"• 

When some members of the group assembled last nicht, who were 
very much d1aturbod over this remark - asked Ur. Waldman whether 
or not the action of the conference in pa.saint: such a. resolution 
could be clasaod as 11unpatriotic11 and whether or not I-Ar. \'fal.dman 
felt that you, Dr. Silver, were unpatriotic in your action, Mr. 
l'laldman hastened to 8IY that he Amphatically- did not consider 
you unpatriotic, but did feel that :,rour action was very umriseo 

Uy own attitudo·at this meeting laot niW1t was expressed in the 
statement that while I felt it was a good thing tor Ur. Waldman 
to present tho American Jewish C0%11:littee side of their case 
since our local coJllllUn:ity needs its interest et1raulated on this 
subject, - at the aatae ti.Jue I urged all present to keep an open 
mind on the subject until they would have an opportunit:, to hear 
the other side ot the story presented by someone equally as well 
qualified as Ur. Waldraan. 

There seemed to be a strong sentiment at the meeting last night 
on the part or many present to want to hear all of the tacts and 
partioularly core detail with rec;ard to the "behind-the-scenes" 
negotiations which Hro lfaJ.<.b:ian had referred to so frequently, and 
which interpretations we all lmow from experience I can vary o 

I do wish, however, that. you would write me at once giving me 
specific information particularly with regard to tho attitude 
of the administration toward the conference resolution before 
and after it WAS passed. 

I ac sendina a copy of this lotter to each ot tho men who l'lere 
present at the meeting and wish to 1nrom you that a copy of 
any letter that you write t'lEt will be distnbutod in the same 
manner. 

kc 

Sincerely yours, 

Lo L. Goodman 



,e~e is a copy of the reply just 
T ceived from JJro Silver which I 
think you ·td.11 find of interesto 
I have written him for copies of 
·!;he booklet he refers to and will 
see that you get a copy when I get 
ito 

Lo Lo Go 

Ura Lefure L., Goodr.lan 
National Hosiery- Mills, Inco 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

My dear Ur o Goodman: 

November 26, 1943 

Permit me to thank you tor your kind letter ot November 24 
and £or brinuing to l'fI:/ attention the meeting addressed by Mro Morris DI> 
Waldman in your cor.wunity to explain the reasons why the American Jewish 
Committee has vdthdrawn £rem the Conference. A complete answer to the 
~harges of the J\nerican Jewish Con:tl'3.itt(3e which ur. Waldman reiterated · 
at tlds meeting has been given by the Conference itself. It is now avail­
able in booklet form a."ld can be sent to the men ho attended the maeting 
if they are interested in receiving ito I 'Will therefore retrain from 
commeI'!ting on Uro Walduvin•s arguments which are covered 1n the Conference 
rejoindero 

I feel, however, that I should make an observation on a 
statement which you reported as haVing been made by Uro Waldman to the 
effect that 11the le ders ot the American Jc..swish Conf'erence jnoluding 
yourself (meaning Dr. Silver) had been informed prior to the Con!crence 
by Judge Proskauer that the Administration in Washington felt that it 
the Conference passed the Palestine Resolution it would consider it a 
'very unfortunate thin[! at the present time• 11 , and that f'urthermore, 
•twhen nr. Waldman was asked what was the attitude or the Administration 
when the Conference Cominittee actually presented the Resolution to Wash­
ington - Mr., Yfaldnan aaid that tho estate Department was very much per­
turbedO"o 

Allot which, my dear ur. Goodman, is I am afraid made out 
of the whole clothJ There were all sorta of rumors circulating during 
the Conference to the et.feet that this 1aan or that man in the J\dlnin1stra­
tion had said this or that aoout the attitude or the Administration to• 
wards the Palestine Resolution., As chairman ot the Comtllission on Pales­
tine, I made a particular effort to trace do,m the authenticity of these 
rum.ors - who in the Adlainistration had said i 'fj, and what 1 t was that was 
saido The closest inquirJ by myself and by others of the Palestine 
Cotmnission yielded absolutely no authentic information that we could put 
our fingers orio llhen I \fas in \'lashington on Tuesday, October l2, I 
had an hour•s conversntion at the White llouso with Judge 8amuel J .. Roeen­
man who told me quite oa.tegoncally that he was not authorized nor did he 
speak for the President at. an.y time on 1:iattera connected with the American 
Jewish Conference, nor to hiJ bsst knm1ledge had the President expressed 
any opinion .:~bout the A1.isriL:an Jmrish Conference whatsoover ~ 
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As .f'ar as the attitude of the Administration when the 
Conference Committee actually presented the resolution to Washington, 
which attitude Waldroan characterized as being "very much perturbed'', 
I ca.n only say that I vras a Iletnber of that Conference Comraittee which 
called upon Secretary of Sta.-te Hull llnd "hich included Dr o Solomon Bo 
1rreehof, President ot the Central Conference ot American Rabb:1.s, Dr o 

Stephen s. Wise, Mro Louis L:.psky and Uro Gol.dmo.n, National Vice-Pres­
ident 0£ the B1nai B•rith. Secretar'J' Hull wa.s not only not disturbed, 
but was moat friendly and o:11i1pathetic, and our intilllata Ji:iI£-hour 
conversation in which the Pa.t.estine Resol11tion was discussed in great 
detail was ca:..'Tied on in a oost cordia.l spirit. The Secretar;r asked 
for additional data especial.-:r on the absorptive capac::i..ty of Palestine 
·uhich· we hav made since available to hino I havo had other cont cts 
since with tho highest o£fic:.als of our Government, and I have yet to 
find one unfavorable reaction to the Resolution on Palestine uhich was 
adopted by such an ovcn-1helm: ng ma ori ty by tho American Jewish Con­
f erenceo 

You Jilay rnal·e t 1is letter of mine nvailaole to the 1nen 
\7ho attended tl e 1:ieeting and you may also acnd a copy of it to Uro 
i'/a.ldman. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Uost cordially yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 

AHS:BK 
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RESOLUTim. DOPTED BY GR U OF RABBI S IN CINCI NN TI 

NOV. 50, 1945 

The Onion decl es th tits f unction is to i nt erpret, mai ntain and 
romote Reform Jud ism and reaffirms its loyalty to its s i ri tual urposes. 

The Onion decl~res i t s s ens e t . all I srael nd 
ill associ te itself n t h 11 worthy an practic 1 effor s designed 

to ameliorate t he tragic ;:ili ht of world Je~ and, t heref ore, continues 
to be a m mber of t he .American J e d sh Conference, upon tl e condi tions mentioned 
elow. 

Because in t he congreg t ions of t he Union t here are diver gent 
opinions on t he uestion of Zionism, t he Union recognizes t he r i ght of each 
individ al to d e termine his own attitude on t his controversi~l ~ues tion. 

Theref re, t he Union s an or0 ani zation, is unable t o as wociate it self 
ith those parts of t he P estine Resolution of t he American Jewish Conference rhich 

call for exclusive J ewish control of J 11 1_ra±1on into Pal~stil:IQ and Use eetaelishmment 
of a Je 1: sh Commom1ea.lth . 

The Union's position on Palestine ha been stat d, and we here ith r eaffirm 
t he Resolution pass ed at t he Committee meeting on [ay 30 , 1945 , whose recommendations 
,ere subse uently rati fied b the Zxecutive Board of t he Union, as fol lows& 

1. Provision shall be made for large-sc~le i mmi r •ti on into 
Palestine regulated in cooperation .d t h the Javrish gency 
for Palestine by such a concert of n t ions as shall be 
Ast blished after t. e war. 

2. Palestine shall remain un er the ste ardship of t his 
concert of nations until it shall bee e po sibl e to 
est blish self-bov rnment 'thout j eopardizing the 
r ights or status of any group in P~lsstine. 

B. Such a government shall be democ tic und non-sectarian, 
modelled u~on t he gover nments of t he democratic n~t ons, 
Th .e shall be compla te separ· tion of Church and tate. 
ThA in-mlability of t he Holy Places of t he v rious 
religions shall be guaranteed. 

We call upon our con regations and t heir meuber s ~orally 
loyally t o t e su~port of t he Union. 

;, e furthe r r esolve that a copy of t his resolution be forwarded to 
t he erican Jewish Confer.mce ith t he re uest t hat the communica te 
it to t he constituent embers of the _r i can J e ish Conferen a and make 
it known through their publications. 



Rabbi Carl Manello 
316 s. Minneapolis Avenue 
\ichita, Kansas 

Dear Rabbi anello: 

November 30, 1943 

'e are anxious to have our current mobilization of 
public opinion against the White Paper result in the 
intorduction and passage of a Resolution in Congress, 
since, as you know, the Congress unanimously endorsed the 
Balfour Declaration in 1922; and the Senate, in 1925, ratif­
ied the American-British Palestine '-andate Conven~ion, which 
approves British trusteeship of Palestine based on the 
Balfour Declaration. 

It would be an historic service on your part if you 
could enlist the support of Senator Arthur Capper. A visit 
by you and a good Kansas delegation to ashington to see him 
would be incaculably important. 

Please do let me kno what is possible. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

BM:PFE 
Henry Montor 
Executive Director 
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.rm l . eum :nn 
don -na al• \1ne Sm-n7• 

8111.fth AV911l8 

1903 
Tork, i.t. 

ft.is Yill acknowledge T01Jr letter of' loffllber 30. 

iiihrallt, the idea.a naNted ~ Dr'. S1lnr '° ooorilna­
$1oa ot etto!'\ ~,-uag '1le work of tlle .81:onoaic . lud.1•• and. 
11\Jdl~ Committee wlll p1de ua. 

1\ wc:Ml ttMD '° •• ~i 7fMr coam1,, .. 111,ght tind 1, poa­
•l'bl• \o ~lish aoce ot Ue itest wen 1t,- e\bul Unc ouh1 • 
laod1• \o \lllur, k• Cff\.dll •hdi••· I !leM baJ-d.17 polo\ out to 
70111 e. ye\enn in -such matter•• lha.t intltscr haw eiudts are 
aet alwqt bel'0"1J.. lor ex.ple, I _WldM'!tlaad. , t it llip\ l>e 
fenaiU•. ~ •om--• l1ke int• a()r Oset~!' J ow•lq• w ftl:-
tesl lo \he COI.Qlltsaion for Uae Orgaab"tioe. of •• he.'ld•d lay 
rof • BOI" Shohel.l. to llndert.u. a ew.ct;r of •J 'lfi• homel .. ae 

811d. rd'qee :nn • 11 On ~ o'\ber h'IIMI, 11 ■ipl • po•slbl• ~ 
pl • ••ll•t111Ual gr . ._, troa • 111d.1Y1du'.ll to f'ln1111c• »rook1J1€s ' 
la•U nu• tt\lldy of · soecial procrallotr neh aa tr: ngpon Uca ot 
I00,000 J • in\o P • Uu wilhin • 7ear ol' no. 

lh.aer '11••• or ebai lar .._. ti8at a:r• f•M1~1• ts tor 
yow CaFmi tt• to cteterrd_.e. I • 110\ ·Wllllltndt'.11 of the tact that 
\oo often p«>pl• «•' mixed 111-, -1.n the • eludies who start o~f Y.1\b 
a l'Uke1r or• ■,ue a.tt1'wle ,o our work aad. \heir 8'11111•• aerel,7 
t.ad ta strengthen t!Mlr enctnal conCEroUon • 

Di, 70 lhiu 1-1 would. 'be ulpfw to h: n 'T(JV eo-1,,. ••n-e ae ~ cle. inc ho,aae, to whioh rlll)On■ 111cti, ..., l»roqbl 
nob. 'bo41et a.s \he i'~l• tiu 0110 ic Corpe,~ Uon. \he "8te:rie."'1 
~nomio ~,, •• tor Pale Uu, \he :&eoo loand. Uon - la•~a 

• 1 \ J'eu. !'Ch nl '" ff Pale U11e. .- • 'DW'lrnc1•• ot \ht• 'M)ul.d 
be \o h ff one •thc,J'i t t.1Te c•trru boib' •~ a cle:u-1ng 
bouH for , nrirAt• gro,zpe 1a lhe 1Jn11ed \A,\e zai"pt 'be dolne 
la km• ,of •01l0111c N eueh for Pu• tine. 

Oord.iall.T 7atl!'9, 

R4!D1'7 OJI tor 
tieoutiw rec\or 

-~ 
;Ji 



RABBI SAMUEL WOHL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Te.ciple 

CINCINNATI, □ HI □ 

D9cember 7 • 1943 

E. 105th st. and nsal Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Two important congregational engagements prevent me from attendihe 
the ~ergency Council meeting in Cleveland. 

During my recent vioit to New York 1 had tbs opportunity to talk with 
Montor and Feuer and presented a few suggestions to them. I know 
that they are conpetent people and under your guidance the job will be 
done. 

Soma of the proposals I make may have already been considered, and 
some of them I h~ve mentioned in previous co:mnn1nications to Montor. 
Since I do not have the opportunity to. participate actively on the 
national front, I shall set down soma ideas whicli I feel can be of 
benefit to our cause. 

1. RELIGIOUS BODIES 

(a) .lsk some outstanding members or the Religious Council of the 
committee for Palestine under Dr. IJiebuhr to solicit from a mmber of 
outstanding ministers some articles which oay be published in various 
church publications. An article by Hiebuhr in the Christian Cebtury 
would be of great importance. John Haynes Hollnos also writes for 
that publication. The Editor of The Churchman, outstanding EI>isco-
palian Journal, is friendly. 

(b) Plan for a "Church Petition nay". This is a comprehensive 
piece or work. Bishop Tucker and Dr. cavert of the Federal Council, 
can be persuaded to proclaim a "National Petition Day" for the abro• 
gation of the "White Paper". A declaration of the Federal Council 
shall be read by ministers in all the churches, and at the conclusion 
of the service all congregants present in each church be asked to 
sign a petition to the Presiden~. 

This is not an easy job and the Federal Council will not spend the 
funds to get it done • .imt if you can as ure th'3fil that the actual work 
of th

9 
undertaking would be carried thro11gh by our personnel, at the 

expense ot our Emergency Council, they would be willing to cooperate. 

(c) A similar declaration ought to be obtained from the various 
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denominational bodies, to be circularized to their respective constituencies. 
These statenents by various ~ishops and dignataries of the church to be 
obtained and forwerded to the necessary authorities. 

l have ulso suggested. to Montor that Sholem Asch draw up a plea in his 
own name, to be addressed to such l,➔[lders of the church. He is probably 
today the best nan to reach them. 

2. LABOH 

(a) The American Federation of Labor has ulre~dy mude nn important pro­
nouncement. But will it reach the various labor leaders in their respec-
tive communities'( l hope that Mr. Zaritsky will organize thE:i wor1' and 
persuade• through the national office of the American Federation of Labor, 
all state labor councils and all city labor councils to draw up resolu- ....L 
tions apd fotward Jihem to the necEJssary authorities. 71-e .sq,,,.,-'-- .,L,-. TA... f. J 
cf,- 'R"" , e- ""'~ r1," ,., ~ ~ (X .r. . 

(b) The labor press should be ma.de ·1ware of the problem. We ought 
to find competent people whose naraes can be attached to certain articles 
to appear in t 1-1e national and state labor publications. For instance, 
the magazine "Labor", which is published here in Cincinnati for thf.1 rai 1-
road unions, certainly reaches severol hundred thousand men and woman, 
and the Edi to1· can be pe:rsuaded to publish a worthwhile article on the 
subject. Perhaps advertisements in those organs would also be of value. 

3. FRA.T2RIU ORGANILJ~TIOlil 

Non-Jewish fraternal orgunizations nnd service clubs are strongly in­
fluencing public opinion. They also publish natio~.s magazi ~ s. 'l'heir 
national officers could be reached and perhHp:fL~6'"m1'ng from their respec~ 
tive national bodies, would be read at all the"frnterm,l meetings through­
out the oountry. Locul lodges an:i clubs should also be asked to forward 
resolutions. 

4. SPECIAL PRESS _.,_ru F~TURE SYNDICA.TE 

The small tomi press is very valuable. 'l'hey could be reached if 
material was presented to them through a special syndicate. rJJen Rnd 
women in smaller collltlUni ties are roore resp,msive when asked to do some­
thing by their newspapers. 

5. POLI'.:'ICAL LE-,DERSHIP 

, The most effective action by congressoen, Senators and Bureaus is 
often achieved through the activity am request of local political 
leadership. 'l'hese influenti~l people cun be retiChed in every local com­
munity. It should not be made a party affair. Political leaders can 
reach their legislators, state and national. 
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6. SCIENTIFIC, LIT.:!.:Rii.HY .ND .;;.CADEMIC LEADERSHIP 

(a) Einstein, Conpton or so~eone in the scientific field should 
address a plea to his colleagues, but it should reach them a s indi­
viduals, and ask for their response. 

/13 

(b) In the liter'1ry field,a numb9r of men ought to be a sked for 
the popular magazines anc: for the q_uali ty magazines. gain a J iebuhr 
article would probably be accepted by the Atlantic HDnthly or Harpers. 
Weldo Frank could contact a few hundred literary fih.ires. There may 
be others of sir:iilar caliber who could do the job. 

(c) In the academic field, we night prevail upon President Conant, 
or the President of another outstt:md ing U'l'live::.·si ty, to contElct col­
leagues in the academic group/ 

The last suggestion l want to make would require a great deal of elabor-
ation. l. have in rnind an unofficial corn1:1ittee of a half dozen distin- () 
guished men lnon-Jews} to investigate and to receive testimony regard-
ing the whole problem.. It ought to be conducted as an investigating 
committee, like dllr u. s. Senate Committee. The importance would be in 
the names of such a committee to be set up and in the witnesses whidl 
would be called to testify. til!7 Gl@tt,I U.11 GI t ".:wR!.11 MPII~ 
It would have no such power us a Senate Committee. On the other hand, 
it oould accomplish a great deal, just as the cocmittee that investi-
gated the Russian purges. Prof. Dewey was then Chairman of it. Or the 
committee that investigated the Heichstag burning and trials. Those 
commissions attracted international attention und they were inf'ormal. 
But they created important public opinion. 

If we were to set up a commission that would meet for a week or two 
in Washington, and the national und international press could be 
gotten to such hearings, I am sure that the c0Untry would be tremendous­
ly stirred, inf'ormed and would uct favorably. The influence upon 
authorities would be most significant. 

Please let me hear from you. Let me again assure you that I am ready 
to serve the Emergency Council. 

, ith all good wishes ann warmest regards, I am 

__:3 ..... y~o_ur __ s_, ____ ~:.--

SW:.AS 
P.S. GEORGE SOKOLSKY. This gentleman has unique contacts arrong business 
m'3n and industrialists more than a:ny other columnist, und often discusses 
Jewish questions. He has the ear of the Chs.mber of commerce and lJational 
Manufacturers Assn. He ce.n be very useful. Please discuss the r'latter 

with him. 
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FOR Utii,:ED IATE BE.LEASE 

CP'.ICAC-0 l\AILY NEi1S :aLASTS \iHITE PAPER 

KNOX P]:BL!('ATlON CALLS DOCUMENT BREACH OF FAITH 

f e crota.ry of the Na"\Yy Frank Knox I s Chicago Daily News has edi t0ria.1Jy assD.iled 

the B.r:J.t:s1:l. Wb.lte Paper on PaJ.estine as 11 a policy of ba<i faith toward the Jews and 

a 11:reach of faith with the United States, 11 and dema...ded that it be 11 s0ra:pp'3d out-

:nght, 
11 

Entitled l1That Not Very White Paper ~" the editorial declared that 1ias a relic 

of Char.).be~lain!s gene~al appease!Ilent policies 

9very bulJ.ylng aggresso-:- from :Berlin to Tokyo 

and they included appeasement of 

the White Paper has been an anach~ 

:ronism and a war hand~cap eve:r since Hitler began World War II. 11 

The Chicago Da:i.ly News~ which is known as an ardently pro-British newspaper, 

asserted in its editorial~ 

11 The Britis:i. g:nerr:ment has postponed a critical test of its policy in Pales­

tine by modifying the terms of the White Paper by which all Jewish immigration to 

the Holy La,.~d, except with Arab consent, would have been barred as of March 310 

·:.nd.er the latest redefinition, or reshuffling, or whatever it is, the time will be 

extended. to alJ.ow for additional immigration equal to that of the unused quotas since 

the war began in 1939. Many hope that the change really means that the British are 

oa]y putting cff an open decisionv with the idea that later they can just forget it 

3:,.1d the matter will soJ.ve itself: imm::.gration going on as usual. But even if this 

shc-11~.d !;urn out to be true, it is not the frank, hale and hear·l;y way of doing things 

(more) 



• 
that one likes to associate with 1 the bulldog breed.' It is just more temporizing 

and evasion with a question that never should have arisen, and never would have 

arisen if British diplomacy had been true to its better traditions. 

11 The White Paper should be scrapped outright. As a relic of Chamberlain's 

general appeasement policies -- and they included appeasement of every bullying 

ag~ressor from Berlin to Tokyo -- the 1White Paper' has be€n an anachronism and a 

war handicap ever since Hitler began World War I I. 

11 A policy of bad faith toward the Jews, the 1White Paper 1 
1 was also a breach 

of.faith with the United States, be<Cause this country agreed to the British mandate 

over Palestine 18 years ago, at a time when sentiment against any participation in 

League of Nations affairs was very strong, on the understanding that the original 

Balfour promise to the Jews that the Holy Land should become a real home and refuge 

for such members of the faith as cared to establish themselves there, would be 

honored. 11 

-- 30 --
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR F.ELEASE IM.VL?iDIATELY 

UAW J(l:!:l'JS FIGH~ FOR .A?:!ROGATION 
O'll' BRI1' TSH "?i:UTE PA:~ER 

The United .A.u"tolll0bHe Aircraft .Agricultural Implement Workers of America 

(UAW--CIO) ~ largest CIO affiliate, has joined in the fight for abrogation of the 

British White Paper of 1939 1 which would prohibit all new Jewish immigration into 

Palestine after lviarch 31, 19~4. 

In a letter to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the executive committee 

of the .Ar.ierican Zionist Emergency C01mcil, George F • .Addest Secretary-Treasurer of 

the UAW, today transmitted the text; of a resolution urging 11 immediate withdrawal by 

the go"'Ternrnent of Great B:rttain of the Chambe:clain White Paper of 1939 under which 

Jewish immigration into PaJ.estine is restricted and under which this Jewish national 

homeland will be closed to Jews fo-rever sta:t.·ting .April, 1944. 11 

The resolutio_n, which was adopted by the UA\P s International Executive Board, 

11 WHEBEAS: The Nazi program of extermination of the Jewish people, a bar­

barous program of mass mu.rder unequaled in the history of the world, continues un-

3.bated, and 

11 WHEBEAS: The United Nations engaged in war upon the forces of .Axis mili tar­

ism have frequently given a pledge to restore religious tolerance and racial security 

to all people:, of the earth, therefore 

11 :BE IT RESOLVED: That the International Executive Board of the UAW-CIO calls 

upon our national government and the governments of our allies, particularly Great 

Britain, to give all possible effect to the following program: 



I 

- 2 -

11 1. Prompt and effective action to rescue as many of the helpless victims 

of Nazism as possible; to evade this responsibility is to cast doubt on the integrity 

of the cause for which we fig_ht. 

11 2. Positive action by the governments of the United Nations to establish 

ha~ens for those Jewish people who can still be saved and extricated from Nazi-dom­

inated countries. 

11 3. Imrnediate wi~hdrawal by the government of Great Britain of the Chamber­

lain vihite Paper of 1939 under which Jewish immigration into Palestine is restricted 

and under which this Jewish national homeland will be closed to Jews forever starting 

April, 1944. 

11 BE IT FUR'l'HER :RESOLVED: That copies of this resolution be sent to the Pre si­

dent of the United States, and to the State Department of the United States govern­

ment with a request that it be forwarded to the foreign office of Great Britain as 

the expression of more than lrOOO~OOO American workers organized in the UAW-CI0. 11 

-- 30 --
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• AMERICAN EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

_... 41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 

To 

From 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Silver Date December 14, 1943 

Mr. Henry Mon tor 

Activities Fostered by Various Committees of American Zionist Emergency 

s 

Community Contacts Committee - headed by Joel Gross - Mobilizing American Jewish 
communities to act as arm of Emergency Council. These local committees are made 
up of representatives of ZOA, Hadassah, Poale-Zion, Mizrachi, rith addition of 
such representative persons as accept all the resolutions of the American 
Jewish Conference - approximately 200 communities have thus far created Emergency 
Committees or made arrangements for their establishment. The activity that has 
been undertaken will result in the coming weeks in the establishment of several 
hundred more such conu:iittees - each of these local Emergency Committees will 
mobilize local Christian and Jewish public opinion in every conceivable wq. 
These local committees are also being mobilized through their Congressional 
Districts to approach Congressmen and Senators in connection with any action 
which the Emergency Council may decide to undertake. 

The Emergency Council is in constant touch with these Emergency Committees, send,.. 
ing them material for the local press, pamphlets, radio material, films and other 
aids for local campaigns - a private national conference of Emergency Committee 
Chairmen was held in Cleveland the past week-end. Some 110 leaders from Maine 
to Oregon participated in a two day session to organize the work. 

Research Committee - ..D.,-...c-_ b - it'mBn - This department is to prepare 
material internally for the officers of the Emergency C0uncil and to prepare data 
for the outside public both for popular and scholarly use - Dr. I. B. Berkson, 
former director of Education of the Jewish Agency, is coming in on January 1st 
as Director of Research. He will have a staff of prominent experts in the 
V8l"ious fields important to Palestine knowledge including political activities, 
Ara~ewish relations, economic development,etc., etc. This is being geared 
to become the largest research enterprise ever organized by the Zionist movement 
in the United States. 

American Palestine Committee - Herman Shulman - Chairman. This Committee has 
abandoned the previous idea -of having a limited group of one thousand or more 
Christian lead.ere and is engaging in a nation.-wide mobilization with the thought 
in view of reaching some 200~000 Christian lead.era, covering such varied groups 
as heads of universities, presidents of Chambers of Commerce, members of all 
the State agislatUTes of the u.s., heads of American Legion Posts, prominent 
industrialists, educators and other important moulders of public opinion - the 
functioning office of the .American Palestine Committee has been transferred from 
New York to Washington, 1720-lGth Street, N.W. An Executive Committee of some 
15 is being established by Sen. Wagner. Thie will consist of six members of 
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the Senate, five of the House, and four others, the purpose being to es­
tablish a group of men who will become familiar with all the problems of 
Palestine through constant education. It is intended to obtain a prominent 
Christian Director for the work of this Executive Committee. 

One of the first projects of the American Palestine Committee which it is 
working on at the present time is a Christian Conference to be held in 
Washington in February. It will be held under the sponsorship of the 
American Palestine Committee with the cooperation of many national Christian 
organizations. The Conference will seek the participation of a number of 
important Government leaders and representative Christian leaders from all 
parts of the country. 

A well-known international lawyer has been engaged to prepare a legal 
brief giving in legal phraseology the complete history of the White Paper 
and American interest in the Mand.ate. It is intended to obtain the con­
curring opinions in this brief of a number of noted American international 
lawyers. This will 'be presented to the American Government and to interested 
persons. 

Intellectual Mobilization Committee• Rabbi Milton Steinberg - Ch.airman. 
Recogtiizing the importance of moulders of public opinion, this Committee lA... 

wtll try thl7ough private approaches and public action to make contacts 
with ''ll'iters, artiste, newspaper columnists, radio commentators and the 
academic world. 

Contact with Post-War Groups - Mrs. Roa.a Hal:P'rm...Cl!..airm&A-. This group is 
establishing contacts with the various organizations concerned with the 
drafting of post-war blueprints so that they may obtain a picture of 
Zionist aspirations 8Jld ta.kt:: int o account in their own planning the need.s 
of Jews with reference to Palestine - an instance of the type of work be­
ing undertaken by this Committee was the interview with Mrs. Roosevelt -
this group also has in view contact with important national men's and 
women's organizations which include post-war planning in their research 
or edllcational material. 

Publications Committee - Louis. Lip ... hsirman - this committee is re-
sponsible for the issuance of all publications issued under the imprint 
of the Em~rgency Council - a Confidential Bulletin is issued to members 
of Emergency Committees throughout the country giving inside information 
on political developments affecting Palestine here and abroad - this 
C

0
mmi ttee is responsible for the issuance of a Monthly called "Palestine" 

which now goes to 15,000 Christian leaders throughout the country - this 
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Committee has already issued or is in the process of issuing 6 pamphlets 
intended for immediate distribution. These include: 1) a summary of 
the White Paper including Winston Churchill's attack upon it in 1939; 
2) The speech of Dorothy Thompson on the 26th Anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration; 3) a statement on the absorptive capacity of Palestine; 
4) Arab-Jewish Relations; 5) American Interest in the Palestine Mandate -
t~is Committee is also responsible for fostering and facili t ating the · 
publication of certain important books which might not otherwise reach 
the public .. 

Comm,ittee for Christian Clergz - Rabbi Philip Eernstein - Chairman. 
Tbis Committee is the liasion between the Emergency C0unc11 and the 
Christian Council on Palestine, which is obtaining a membership of 
thousands of Christian clergymen throughout the country and keeping 
them constantly informed on Palestine developments - 1) through the 
regular issuance of literature; 2) through regional and local meetings 
being arranged by the Christian Council. 

Economic Studies and Plannin£ - Emanuel-=Neuma:im- - Chairman. This Co~ 
mittee will receive support from the Emergency Council to undertake 
certain important studies to indicate - a) the economic possibilities 
of Palestine for post-war development; b) pls.ns in concrete form for 
the transfer of Jews to Palestine when mass migration begins; c) sug­
gestions for the expansion or the introduction of economic methods in 
Palestine - this Committee is utilizing the abilities of important 
scientists and researchers. 11 r, 

American Jewish Religious Forces Committee - Rahbi Wolf Gold - Chairman. 
The aim of this Committee is to organize reli~ious Jewry in .America to 
emphasize the relationship between Zionism and Judaism - one of the 
first undertakings of this Committee is the National Conference of Re,.. 
ligious Jewry being convened in New York at the end of January - publica­
tions of various kinds will be issued to serve the purposes of this 
C0 mm1ttee. 

Press Committee - Chaim Greenberg - Chairman. Through this Committee 
materials are made available to the press and al.so to the local Emergency 
Committees for transfer to the local press - as an illustration of the 
type of material issued by this Committee - a Press Eook is to be issued 
every month prepared in such aw~ as to provide the Emergency Committees 
with a complete range of material which can be submitted to the local 
press for use. This includes suggestion for editorials, feature articlee9 
news stories, radio talks, etc. 
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Special Services and Events Committee - ijeyer W.Weiagal - Chairman. 
This Committee will arrange :functions in New York and elsewhere de­
signed to dramatize the Zionist program in connection with the work 
of other committees - this Committee will undertake that type of service 
which cannot slways be described in advance, but whose effectiveness can 
only be seen when certain events happen. It will not even be possible 
on many occasions for the Emergency Council to claim credit for these 
activities whether they include the appearance of certain articles in 
various magazines, the issuance of books on Palestine, the appearance 
of certain film material, etc. 

Labor Relatiops Committee - Max Zaritsky - Chairman.~ the aim of this 
Committee is to utilize the friendship already expressed by the CIO, 
AFL and other labor bodies to intensify this support through regular 
contact. 

Finance and Personnel Committee - Charles J. R0 senbloom - Chairman. 
This Comm.Utee is r.,e§llousible for obtaining the finances for the pro­
motion of the larJe-lscale program of the Emergency- Council, and is 
also esponsible for· the managerial administration of the office. 

\7ashington Office - there has been established in the same building with 
the Zionist Organization at 1720-16th Street, N.W. a full office of the 
Emergency Council. It is headed by Rabbi Leon Feuer of Toledo. From 
this office the Emergency Committees throughout the country will be able 
to meet their Congressmen and Senators in Washington and be directed as 
to contacts in the local Congressional Districts - this office will also 
administer the activities of the American Palestine Committee. 

There are now in the Washington office, in addition to the regular staff, 
2 men who are giving their full time to legislative work involving con­
tacts with Senators and Congressmen. It is planned to expand this effort. 
The New York office is to be used for the creation d and supervision 
of Emergency Committees throughout the country, for the supplying of lit­
erature, speakers, materials and all other aids not connected with the 
Congressional work, all of which will be centralized and in Washington. 

Various other special activities have not been touched u~on in this 
report such as raqio ? 1/~ewspe.per advertisement.s--1md the use of Jpoeialized 
:personnel. / ,: 

HM/md 
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Honorable Breckinridge Long 
State Department 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Long: 

December 17, 1943 

You will recall that in your eviience before the Committee of the House 
on November 26 with reference to the prop~sal for the establishment of a Rescue 
Commission, the question was raised of the ill-fated refugee ship, the II Struma.11 • 

It appears from Page 44 of the pubJ.ished evidence that, in answer to a question 
by the Honorable v~. Mundt as to why the vessel was turned back from Istanbul, 
you did not at the time recall the details but undertook, if Mr. Mundt so desired, 
to look them up and advise him. 

As this avoid.able disaster, involving the death of 768 persone was one 
which stirred very deeply the feelings of every Jew and very many non-Jews in this 
country, I am venturing to send you a copy of the memorandum setting out the re­
levant facts relating to this and a number of other refugee ships whi•h was sub­
mitted on March 19t 1942 to the Acting Secretary of State by a delegation of 
representatives of the leading Jewish organizations in this country, including 
the American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish Congrees,! 1nai B 1rith, Jewish 
Labor Committee, and the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs. 

The recollection remains bitter that owing to the refusal of the Palestine 
Administration, in the face of urgent humanitarian pleas from many quarters, .to 
admit these refugees to Palestine, the boat with its human cargo was ordered back 
to Roumania. It was in the course of this return trip that the explosion took 
place, as a result of which all aboard, with one exceptiont were drowned. One 
may be permitted the reflection that the explosion came perhaps as a merciful 
release for people who had already suffered greatly and who were now faced with 
return to the deat'h chambers and concentration camps of the Nazis. 

I am sending a copy of this letter for his information to the Chairman of 
the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

AHS:LMW 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 
Chairman, Executive Committee 
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or. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

December 20th, 1943 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Some two months ago I wrote t~r. James G. McDonald, saying 
that I would like to meet him. Today he called to say that:=Tie would 
like to have lunch with me. 

When I wrote to him originally it was with the thought in 
mind of inquiring whether he could render a service for the Council 
in Washington. I believe that Dr. Nahum Goldmann approached him 
on this subJect about six months or a year ago. At that time he 
turned it down. His attitude today was the same. He is occupied 
with his radio work e.nd is also expert tor post-war relations for 
the Blue Network. 

After a discussion of various aspects of Zionist work, 
Mr. McDonald felt that much of the Washington activity was without 
point unless the President had made up his mind to do something 
practical and effective. He did not believe that a Resolution 
would serve a purpose unless the President were prepared to implement 
that Resolution or to utilize it for pro-Jewish purposes. 

He believes that there is a very close connection between 
the attitude of the State Department and the President. Mr. 
Breckinridge Long, for example, would not do the various things 
attributed to him if he were not the close friend and confidant 
of the President. Mr. McDonald's views on Congressman Bloom are 
not very flattering to the latter. 

Mr. McDonald did not seem to think that 1944 was a parti­
,ml'4.rly better year for Zionist "pressure" than anr other year, 
since he believes that Jewish weight is entirely insufficient to 
offset other !actors in 1944. The only basis for trying to create 
a more favorable attitude is to be found in the intellectual and 
moral. approach. 
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He emphasized again and again that the key to the 
problem lies in the President and that if the latter wanted to 
exert himself with the British, there is very little he could 
not do. In the absence of that will to be of service, no matter 
what Zionists did, they could not be effective. He insisted 
that the President is thoroughl7 familiar with the whole refugee 
problem in all its aspects and that failure to act is only 
partially due to a preoccupation with global affairs. 

I thought 7ou ·would wish to have this information tor 
your background purposes. 

HM:SH 

With kindest personal regards. I am 

Henry Montor 
Executive Director 
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J.T.A. NEVITS - 2 -

SENATE ADJOURNS WITHOUT VOTING ON BILLS TO AID JEl_llTS IN EUROPE 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 21. (JTA) •- The Senate today adjourned until January 10 
without taking any &ction on the ho resolutions approved by the Senate Foreign Rela­
tions Committee yesterday recommending the establishment of a special u.s~ commission 
to deal with the question of rescuing the Jews of Europe and urging that the State 
Department cooperate with the British, Swiss andj Swedish Governments in supplying foal 
immediately to the starving populations of occupied territories. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee held no hearings on the bill which sug­
gested the §stablishment of a UoS. Commission for saving Jews and to which it gave 
unanimous approval. After discussion, it amended the resolution to urge the creation 
of a commission to formulate and effectuate "plans," rather than "a plan" e.s the orig­
inal bill suggested, of immediate action to save the surviving Jews of Europe. The 
House Foreign Affairs Committee has been holding open hearings on identical bills. 
No action will be taken before Congress convenes. 

Sen. Gillette, the 11 father" of the bill, inserted in the Congressional Record . 
a telegram received by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee from seven prominent 
clergymen supporting the establishment of a "sp€cio.l governmental commission to find 
ways and means to save the surviving Jewish people of Europeo 11 They saids "We cannot 
approach Christmastide without declaring that too many of us have been wanting in 
the will to rescue these suffering people." They urged that ''tio possible sanctuary 
be closed, whether in .America or elsewhere.n Signers of the telegram were Rt. Rever­
end William T. Manning, Bishop of New York, Protestant Episcopo.l Church; Archbishop 
Athenagoras, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America; Dr. Henry Sloan 
Coffin, Moderator of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church, and President of the 
Union Theological Seminary; Bishop William J. McConnell, resident Bishop of the 
Methodist Church; Rto Reverend Thomas J. Heistand, ~0testant Episcopal Theological 
Church, Cambridge, Mass; and Dr. Russell Sto.fford, Minister of Old South Church, Bos­
ton. 

Secretary of the Interior Ho.rold L. Ickes has accepted the honoro.ry chairman­
ship of the Washington chnpter of the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of 
Europe, according to an announcement llll.de today~ In his letter of acceptance, Mr. 
Ickes said~ "As one of the many millions of free Americans who have been infuriated 
by the savage brutality of the Nazis, I only hope that the Committee may contribute 
in a real way to the suving of.as many as possible from the fury of Hitler and his 
osts." 

j AMERICAN ZIONISTS MUST CHOOSE THEIR OWN DELEGA'I'ION TO LONDON, WEIZMANN SAYS 

LONDON, Dec. 21. (JTA) -- Dr. Chaim Weizmann, in a statement issued through 
the Jewish Agency today, denied a report from Palestine that he has invited Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, president of the Zionist Organization of America, o.nd Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
a member of the executive of the Jewish Agency who heads the Agency office in Washing­
ton, to come to London to assist him in his political negotiations with the British 
Government with regJA,rd to Palestine, 

"I have invited a delegation of American Zionist leaders to come to London, but 
the choice of the delegates has been left to the American Zionist Emergency Council," 
the stntement to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency said. 

The Boe.rd of Deputies of British Jews today announced that it has studied the 
details of the Re.math He.kovesh incident in Palestine in which one Jewish settler was 
killed and svveral wounded while resisting a re.id by police searching fDr hidden 
arms. AftEr getting acquainted with the facts, the Board expressed its support of 
the Jews in Palestine and declared itself ready to aid them in the fight for "their 
justified cause," the announcement says. 
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AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
3➔2 Madison Ave. • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 
Washington Office • l 720-16ch Street. N.W. • MI 4480 

FOR RELEASE IMMEDIATELY 

AMERIO.AN PALESTINE COMiviITTEE CALLS ON 

CHRISTIAN AMERICA TO BACK UP JEWISH HOMELAND 

SENATORS WAGNER AND MCNARY HEAD ENTERPRISE 

New York, N. Y. -- Recognizing the tragic plight of Europe's uprooted Jews and the 

need for inmediate action in view c-f tl:..e plans for the post-war world now being 

drafted by United Nations leaders, U:e .'\rnerican Palestine Committee today launched 

a nation-wide drive to mobilize .American public opinion in support of the movement 

to reestablish the Jewish National Home in Palestine. This was announced by Senator 

Robert F. Wagner of New York and Sena.tor Charles L. McNary of Oregon, co-chairmen 

of the American Palestine Committee. 

The Committee, which is Christian America 1svehicle for the expression Jf 

sympathy for Jewish aspirations in Palestine, and which includes many outstaniing 

figures in the field of education, government, church and labor, now aims to enroll 

the broad mass of Christian Americans. 

11 The initial response to our appeal for membership is highly encouraging, 11 

Senator Wagner said. 

In a formal statement Senators ?-AcNary and Wagner pointed out that II in the 

years between two world wars, the Jewish National Home has received moral and 

political support from the United States under successive administrations, regard­

less of party," and declared that by joining the American Palestine Committee, 

Americans 11 wi11 strengthen the hands of the American Government in its traditional 

(more) 
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support of the Jewish National Home policy, and hearten the homeless Jews of Europe 

with the assurance that the pledge to rebuild the Jewish Homeland will be redeemed 

with our help. 11 

The text of the Senators' statement follows: 

11 A Hitler edict has pledged the destruction of all the Jews of Europe. About 

two millions have already been wantonly slaughtered. The voice of conscience and 

humanity calls to leaders of American public opinion to express their sympathy in 

practical terms; to assure the Jews of Europe still living that the hope of re-creat­

ing their lives in a free~ democratic Jewish Nati~nal Home will be realized with our 

support. 

11 In the years between two world wars, the J ewish National Home has received 

moral and political support from 7-he TJnited Nations under successive administrations, 

regard.less of party~ ~ehe reason s Hh:i.c.h have led O1.1.r people and government to favor 

this ca1.'?.se from the ou.tset are st ill valid; but the 0ase for the Jewish National 

Home is fa.r stronger today. Fj nrc, the resettlement of the Jews in Pal estine is no 

longer a. doub t ful e.x_periment but a convincing reality. The Jewish National Home has 

made a truly inspiring record in peacetime pioneering and development, in saving 

hundreds of thousands of refugees from Nazi terror, and in contributing valuable 

manpower. and economi'c support to the United Nations I war effort. 

11 Secondly• the need for the Jewish National Home for many hw1dreds of 

thousands; indeed millions, of uprooted Jews -- will be far more pressing on the 

termination of the present war than at any previous time. 

"The America.'1 Pale stine Committee is working earnestly and constructively 

toward that humo..nitarian goal, in cooperation ~ith the leading responsible organi­

zations of all faiths throughout the country. 11 

Vice-~chairmen of the Committee are William Green, William H. King and John 

A. Ryan .. 

In addition to the more than 2000 prominent Americans who have joined the 

American Palestine Committee since its inception a little .. ove!' a year ago,, . 

(more) 
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within the past few days among the prominent Americans throughout the country who 

have enrolled their aid and sympathy are the following: 

Mr. E. A. Albert, Memptis, Tenn., Mr. Charles L. Anspach, Mount Pleasant, 

Mich •• Mr. Henry J. Arnold, Oneonta, N. Y., Mr. S. E. Atkins, Duluth, Minn., Mr. 

Frank E. Baker, Milwaukee, Wisc., Mr. Leo A. Ball, Duluth, Minn., Mr, Earle F. Beirs, 

Springfield, Mass., Mr. Jos. G, B8nnis, El Paso, Texas, Mr, Johnson Black, Minne• 

j:J.polis, Minn., Mr. Hugo E. :Bothe, Krenosba., Wisc., Mr. A, c. Boughe:r, Elizabethtown, 

Pa., Miss Rosa M. Bowker, Springfield, M(ss., lv'a-. Paul S. Brallier, Niagara Falls, 

N. Y., Mr. M. L. Brittain, Atlanta, Ga., Mr. E. E. Burlingham, Bryn Mawr, Penn., 

Mr. Harmon W. CaldweU, .A.thens, Ga.,, - Rev,. Howard R. Carey, Grand Rapids, Mich,, 

Mr. Hugo A. Carl son, Omaha, Nebr., Mr, Francis J. Cavanaugh, Oakland, R. I.,Mr. Paul 

G. Chandley, Clarion, Pa., Mr. John G. Cielergren, Duluth, Minn., Mr. Leon J. Clark, 

Hammond, La., Mr. P. F. Claxton, Clarksville, Tenn., Mr. Rufus E. Clement, Atlanta, 

Ga., Mr. George R. Conga, Minneapol~s. Minn., Mr. H. V. Cooper, Vicksburg, Miss., 

Mr. Michael P. Cronin, Marlboro, Mass., Mr. Wm. Crooks, Youngstown, Ohio, Rev. John 

J. Dillon, Providence, R. I., Mr • .Alfred R. L. Dohma, Baltimore, Md., Mr. Howard 

H. Don, El Paso, Texas, Miss.,llen K. Poughty, .Allentown, Pa., Mayor Joseph H. Downey, 

Brockton, Mass., Mr. R. L. Duffy, H~rtford, Conn. 1 Mr. James Dugan, Lowell, Mass., 

Mr. John L, Dunkle, Frost.burg, Md., Mr. J.E. Durham, Jr., Allentown, Pa., Mr. Wm. 

Edwards, El Paso, Texas, Mr. Henry~lliott, Seattle, Wash •• Mr. Douglass N. Ellis• 

Springfield, Mass., Mr. J, M. Ellison, Richmond, Va., Mr. Ben F. Ewing, Louisville, 

Ky., Mr. Paul w. Finks, Grand Rapids, Mich., Mrs. G. Walter Fisk, Springfield, Mass.t 

Mr • .Alexander Fitzhugh, Vicksburg, Miss., Mr. D. F. Fleming, Nashville, Tenn., Mr. 

Alfred c. ll\l.ller, Hartford, Conn., Mr. J.E. Garner, Fort Smith, Ark., Mr. Edgar G. 

Garvin, Hampden Spring, Va., Mr, Wm. L. Gleason, Brockton, Mass,, Miss Helen Gragg, 

Seattle, Wash., M~. James T. Healey, .Albany, N. Y., Mr. M., .• N. Hein, Chippewa Falls, 

iisc., Mr. John M~ Hennessy, Louisville, Ky., Mr. N. G. Henthorne, Tulsa, Okla,, 

Mr. Ralph D. Hetzel• State College, Pa., Mr. Edward J. Hickey, Hartford, Conn., 

Mr. N. D. Haem, El Paso, Texas, Mr. !ertram L. Hughes, Ithaca, N. Y., Mr. Joseph 

(more) 
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Hunter, Bloomfield, N. J., Mr. Charles K. Hutchens, Newport News, Va., Mr. Arthur 

Bi Johson, Minneapolis, Minn., Mr. Paul I1i. Jones, Tampa, Fla., Mr. Whittier R. Jones, 

Baltimore, Md., Mr. J. J. Kavanagh, Louisville, Ky., Mr. H. Kinstry, Troy, N. Y., 

Mr. Samuel J. Kreage, Sayre, Pa., Mr. H. Carrington.Lancaster, BaltiIIX>re, Md., >.Mr. 

Frank J. Laube, Seattle, Wash., NJI". Henry Leterd, El Paso, Texas, Mr. P. D. Lowry, 

El Paso, Texas, Mr. Clyde A. Lynch, Annville, Pa., Mr. Jos. Mahoney, Coatesville, Pa., 

YJI". Kemp Malone, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Cuthberg McDonald, Atchison, Kansas, Mr. Robert 

T. McDonald, Seattle, Wash., Wilfred T. Mc~aid, Esq.~ •, Baltimore, Md., Mr. Foster 

May, Omaha, Nebr., Mr. Tristram Walker Metcalfe, Brooklyn, N. Y., Mr. Thomas J. 

Molloy, Hartford, Conn., Mr. E. K. Morro,v, Salina, Kansas, Mr. Erland Nelson, Carthage, 

Ill., Mr. Duley K. Nice, Baltimore, Md., Mr. Wm. L. Norton, Seattle, Wash., Mr. 

Michael J. O'Connell, Chicago, Ill., Mr. Henry Clson, Storm Lake, Iowa, Mr. Henry 

Orbach, Little Rock, Ark., Mr. Robert c. Paulson, Albert Lea, Minn., Nir. B. H. 

Pennings, W. Depere, Wisc., Dr. w. B. Prothro, El Paso, Texas, Mr. Hubert T. Quillian, 

LaGrange, Wyo., Mrs. Florence M. Read• Atlanta; Ga., Mr. James A. Reeves, Greensburgh, 

Pa., v~. Charles F. Rhodes, Pontiac, Mich., Mr. Robert L. Rice, Niagara Falls, N. Y., . 

Mr. s. W. Ridgeway, Coatesville, Pa., Mr. V. P. Rosenavine, Grand Rapids, Mich., 

Mr. Walter H. Ryle, Kirksville, Mo., Mr. Charles M. Sandrin, Baltimore, Md., Vir. 

James Scavotto, Seattle; Wash., Mr. Leslie J. Schlax, Kenosha, Wisc., Mr. D. T. 

Schoonover, Marietta, Ohio, Chancellor Benjamin F. Schwartz, Lincoln, Nebr., v~. 

Mason F. Sexton, Utica, N. Y., Mr. S. L. Sharpe, Memphis, Tenn., Mr. Jesse Sluegloff, 

Baltimore, Md., Mr. Henry A. Smitb;., Utica, N. Y., Vir. R. R. Smith• Lancaster, Pa., 

Mr. Henry r. Stahr, Frederick, Md., Dr. Jas, B. Stanford, Memphis, Tenn., Mr. Howard 

Stanley, Washington, D. c., Mr. Fred Stroh, Seattle, Wash,, Mr. Mark E. Swingleef, 

Tampa, Fla., v~. Paul D. Thomas, i1 Paso, Texas, Mr. W. C. Thomas, Seattle, Wash., 

Mrs. Alexander Thomson, Oxford, Ohio, w~. Irwin M. Tobin, Kingston, R. I., Mr. Wm. 

H. Vaughan, Morehead, Ky., Mr. Paul F. ,Voelker, Grand Rapids, Mich., ?fir. LeonwdL, 

vmrd, Baltimore,, Md., Mr~ Hugh Ingram Webb, Opelika, Ala., Mr. John M. Weidman, 

Socorro, New Mexico, Vir. James B. Weller, Genesee, N. Y., Mr. Travis White, El Paso, 

(more) 
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Texas, Mr. Clair s. Wightman. Paterson, N.J., Mr. F. C. Willcoxon, Vicksburg, Mi~s.J 

!fir. C. c. Williams, Bethlehem, Pa., Mr. J. D. Williams, Huntington, w. Ya., Mr. 

Johns. Willis, Burlington, Vermont, Mr. Lewis M. Wrenn, Pontiac, Mich., Mr. Louis 

G. Wright, Berea, Ohio, Mr. Wesley, Youngblood, Lubbock, Texas, lvh-. Jas. F. Zimmerman, 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, Mr. w. S. Ward, Big Rapids, Mich. 

-- 30 --
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CHRISTIAN COUNCIL ON PALESTINE 

Memorandum 

Toa 

Fromt 

Mr. Henry Montor 

Dr. Carl Hermann Voss 

C 
0 

p 
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December 25, 1943 

Dr. Atkinson is still ill with the nu but I phoned him today and spoke 
with him at length about your suggestion concerning advertisements in 
magazines. He agrees with me that advertisements in religious magazines will 
not only from a tactical standpoint be completely useless, but also so far as 
accomplishing anything is concerned. He is in accord with me in my suspicion 
that giving it to certain Protestant periodicals would serve only to give them 
a chance to tra.in their anti-Zionist guns on us. 

We should like to make another suggestion• As I wrote to Rabbi Feuer 
recently, and as you no doubt know by this time, we are planning to have an 
Executive meeting quite soon to secure the approval of our Executive Committee 
on a proposed Resolution in forthright and unequivocal terms denouncing the 
White Paper. e plan to send this Resolution to all our constituency and 
secure as many names as oossible. When we have a sufficiently large and 
influential list of signatures we should like to oublish that Resolution and 
the signatures in a large advertisement in the New York Times, and perhaps 
one or two other paoers such as, let us say, the New York Post or the World 
Telegram, etc. In this way we shall line ourselves up with secular groups 
in the secular Press. To advertise in the religious press, we feel, would 
be a waste of time and money, as well as most impolitic. 

We shall await your reaction on this with interest. Within a fortnight 
we can promise some definite action. 
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DR. BA Hl!..l[L SILVER 

THE TE~IPLE 

105TH ST AT ANSEL ROAD 

CLE VE LAND, OH I 8 

DEAR DR. S1LVER: 

DECEMBE:R 23, 1943 

COtJF I DENTI AL 

IN VIE\/ OF THE STATEMENT YOIJ t1ADE AT THE RECENT DINNER ~~EETING, 

YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN THE REMARKS MADE TO ~AE BY !AR• I SA DOR 

LUBIN DURING MY STAY IN ,~SHINGTON. 

~E DENIED THAT OUR GOVCRNMENT HAS ADOPTED A NCGATIVE ATTITUDE 

TOWARDS ZIONISM. ICKES 1 ATTITUDE, HE STATED, M3 NOT DUE TO 

ANY ATTITUDE OF THE G~ □ INET OR ROOSEVELT. HE DID NOT THINK THAT 

qooSEVELT WAS UNFRIENDLY. HE ltJf)ICATEO, HOliEVER, THAT f.,Qj.,JE eEOPLE 

I,~ THE STATE OEPC\Rn E'JT tERE UNFRIENDLY' AND THESE HAD BE[M n 
t~ /OR OF THE •JOINT STATEr.lE~T." Hr. DID tJOT SEEM SURE THAT HULL 

~•AS FRll':tlDLYa 

LUBIN HI lSELF IS u~~QUESTIO JAHLY FRIENDLY TO ZIONISM. 

I LEA"lN FROM OTHER SOURCES THAT NEITHER .IUF!RAV tJOR LLI JG 1-'AVE 

LEFT FOR LOtJOON. I UNDERSTMJD THAT THE QUESTlotl IS WHETHER THE 

CONFERENCE SHOULD BE HELD IN iASHIN(iTON OR LONDON. ALLING I 
HEAR IS PROVINCIAL, RETICENT AND MILDLY ANTI-SEMITIC. HE YAS 

STATED THAT HE HAS GREAT RESPECT FOR YE IZMAtm, BUT IS REP0~TED 

TO HAVE !.. I TTLE llSE FOR THE OTHER ~I ar~ I ST LEADERS. 

FROM ~AT I HEAR, THERE IS VERY LITTLE CHANCE FOR AN EARLY ABRO­

GATION OF THE .HTE PAPER. THE .\RABS, ACCORDING TO THE 8RIT ISH 1 

CO~SIDER THE ,llTE PAPER AS THEIR lAGMA .... HARTER - AS A. DEFINITE 

OBLIGATION WHICH THE BRITISH CA1 l~T BREAK nlTHOUT INVITING 

TROUBLE. 

I AM ON MY WAIY TO M x1co. 

VERY SINCERELY YOUAS 1 

JL:F 
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DEPARTMENT OF STA'IB 

WASHINGTON 

December 28 1 1943 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

I have your letter of December 17, with the enclosed memo­

randum containing an account of the tragic voyage of the 11 Struma11 • 

I well remember the disaster though I was not clear as to certain 

details, notably the cause of the destruction of the vessel. Whether 

this was due to enemy action or to the unseaworthy nature of a ship 

used as affording a hope of escape does not affect the terrible 

character of the event. I wish to tha~k you for the information 

contained in the memorandum with respect to this and other refugee 

snips. 

( Signed) 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Chairman, Executive Comrnittee, 

Sincerely yours, 

Breckinridge Long 
Assistant Secretary 

American Zionist Emergency Council, 
342 Madison Avenue, 

Ne w York 1 7, New York 
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cember 30, 1943 

Dr. ba Hillel Silver 
The! ple 
CleTeland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. S11 ver: 

I offer d Mr. Montor 7 re■icnation week before last and waa ked 
to wait until after th fir t of the year to present it. Will you con-
id r that 7ou have '147 r signation now? 1 hope you will rel ase e be­

fore Jan ry 10, 1944. I took a leaYe of ab ence from 'lffT Job for three 
months and I reeli e the present et-up call for a longer program. I 
think it wuld be viser to take on o eone '#ho could continue with the 
ork. 1 cannot. J'urther re, there 1 no point 1n my working without 

your confidenc. If th tter of chair an of 7 co ittee was not even 
diacu ed with me, I obTiousl7 do not ha that eonfid nee. 

Ye terdq I told Mr. Montor that .Mr • ilton Steinberg had written · 
t llin b place in hie hand :b 1 Steinberg• resignation as Chair-
an of the Intellectual Mobilization C ittee. At that ti I learned 

that Babbi uer had r ad7 ae n Marv.l.n Lo enthal and offered him the 
chairmansnip of the co 1 ttee. 

bbi J'euer did not know Mr. Lowenthal and I did. I worked w1 th him 
and spent ti with him. I know the it t1on of ay co ittee and I 
the nly one who knows 1 t organization b cau e I had to put into opera­
tion orking plan (w.ich it va po sible to effect only after the work 
started). Wh Rabbi Feuer asked r. Lowenthal to be cha1 of the com-
ai tt e. it sho ed he kn v nothiJlg of the op ration of th co ittee. 

· It hap ene that Mr. Lcn,enthal did not accept the chai anship. and I 
could ha.Te told Babb1 Feu r o in advance. If he had a ed e, I could 
haft told hiia what we do want from Mr. Lon:nthal. and po sibly hov to get 
it. I could have also told him hov the co ittee 1 organized and ere 
the honor should go. 

1 uld like to inform ;you that the work ha turally divided 1 t elf 
into three cat gorie --writer , radio commentators. and academicians. The 
writer should haTe one per on to contact. the radio co ent tors another, 
and th academician a third. 'l'b.e writer think to reach th radio e en­
tators and academicians is a r ther triTial idea, much as the cholars 
tbi to bother with the other two is unimport t and the r dio co ntatora 
thi t tone ;you hav reached th vhy worry bout the iter and 
scholars. 



Dr. ilT r -2- 12/30/43 

A atter of tact, this ia how I am voncinc: r. Lowenthal h • 
ctually, without quite bein aware of it, served as chai of the 
rit rs t • He has given ad.vice and tten people together and is, 

I h pe, 1 a p phlet for us and in gen r 1 he has done the ork of 
a dlairm t t group. 

H • Jacob has acted • chairman of the radio commentators b7 advising 
how tor ach them, b7 seeing• 7 of the im lf and b7 c ordinatill& 

the wor of that group. 

I have poken with Profea1or Salo Baron about th academiciane and 
h T had advice from hi. lle is too busy to b of much help but there are 
other• o vill work. Since I have not be n a le o et action on one of 
the or i o tant things h eugge ted-a Q.uarterly-1 have not one fur­
ther with thi group. I am aure, however, that I can g t a cha1rm n (in 
aubatance, if ot in e) for thi group too. 

t 1 think is that the three co itt ea should wonc separately, with 
chairman to lend th aura of his ,tlch•• to us, letting the dit-
i ttee1 wrlt in their ow fields d having the xecuti ve Seer t&.r7 
their endeavor. 

Cordially 7ours. 



8b0 .i:1". ~vers .n.venu 
\ \ . ,1 Jhicago, Gb, Illinois \ ~i December jQ, 1~43 

Dear Rabbi Si~;~r,. {\i 
.~e c1ll know how 1...rgent is the. \ask of rescuing as ~any lives as possible 
from Europe's concentration camps. Undoubtealy smuggling of our breth­
ren out of the concentration camps into Palestine ha~ been going on, and 
will continue in the future, but I feel sure that for whatever ·addition­
al aid we can summon, our suffering Jews would be most grateful. From 
this point of view, I could not consider myself a true ~ionist if I did 
not exert every poscible influence and explore every possible channel 
towara this humanitarian goal of saving lives, and helping ~our ~ionist 
cause at the same time. 

dith this in mind, it occurred to me to use my status as a member of the 
Communist Party, to ask the. national. l.eader-»ui.P of that organization to 
contact the European Undergrounds for the PEpose of heving the entire 
.riesiatance ?v1ovement engage in an immediate, intensive, syseematic caM­
paign to smuggle Jews into Palestine, on a scale equaled o.nly by the 
Undergr·mund hailroad in ~erica in pre-Civil w7ar dap.s. You know of 
course that the hesistance rovement~ clear across Europe were led and 
organized in the main by Communists. but I emphasize again, to muke it 
microscope clear (crystals are cloude~ these deys) that I am interestea 
iL helping Jews of any country or ideological leaning to 5ain entrance 
into Palestine. (Those Jews in Europe who are Jommunists, by far and 
large Wi·ll not want to go to Pales tine.) It is also my personal opinion 
that the doviet Union would use its varied resources to give full aid 
to this project to aid the ~ionist cause • 

. ~owever, I did not ish to make any advances before getting the reaction 
of the responsible leaders of our ~ionist Organization. ~onse~uently, 
I broached this matter to Nathan D. Kaplan of our ~hicago executive, and 
after consultation with Milton ~ilberman, it was suggested this matter 
be brougnt to your attention at once. 

1rusting to hear from you in the near future, I remain 

q Sincerely yours, 

~trlr.e ~ t 
Mike Hecht 

· Membership Chairman, .albany Park Dist., Li.0.C. 

Jarbon Jopy to Cleveland 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST E~f:RGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer Date December 31, 1943 

From Mrs. Fannie S. Cohen 

Your letter of December 26th was misdirected and did not reach me until 
late yesterday afternoon. 

As I wrote you yesterday morning, with my resignation, the work of the 
Intellectual Mobilization Committee has divided itself into three parts: 
wonc w1 th writers, with radio commentators, and with scholars. On November 
23 before the loDg-ra.Dge progrem was established, I sent a memo to Mr. Montor 
from which this is an excerpt: 

The purpose of the Committee seems to be two-fold: 1) to enlist 
opinion-creators on behalf of the withdrawal of the White Paper; 
and 2) to enlist them in favor of a Jewish Commonwealth. 

The first is a ehort-range proposition, and has to be treated 
differently from the second. If there were time, and conditions 
were ideal (which they positively are not), both should be handled 
in the same way. That is, a list of people we want to reach would 
be prepared, a parallel list of people to cul tiva.te would be drawn 
up, a plan would be made whereby a II shiddach11 between the two 
groups, as individuals, could be effected., and a long time would be 
allowed for the gettiDg-acquainted period, a long engagement, and 
the ultimate union of the two minds anent Zionism. But as usual 
we can I t wait; the best we can do is adapt that plan. 

Since that is the more immediate problem, we must concentrate now 
on getting 11 stimmung11 against the White Paper. We must do a quick 
job, spreading ourselves thinner than we like. We can't spend time 
cultivating people to be our eternal friends, but we can arouse 
quick undergtanding of and sympathy for this particular problem. 
And if we get people to work on that, mqbe they'll go along with us 
on the big issue ..• 

Since so many people we are trying to reach shy away from the thoU&llt of \ 
being Zionists but are eager to help on the White Paper, I have, in my approach 
to them concentrated on wrk on the White Paper despite our change in policy 
since then. I feel that once these people are committed to us in one regard, 
it will be easier to make them permanent bed-fellows. They mq even convince 
themselves, given a chance to learn what we are all about, by doing a defi-
nite job. The new policy has resulted in a change in my attitude, not in 
my methods. I have not forgotten what we really want them for and have warned 
th.em that they ma3" yet one day be Zionista. 
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In connection with the writers, I have been working principally with. 
Marvin Lowenthal and Reuben Rubin ( the Palestine artist). It was our plan 
to organize a small working committee which would solicit manuscripts on 
the White Paper from writers, which would speak to editors about using 
articles from themselves or others on the White Paper and which would ar­
range with literary a.gents they know to place such articles with publications. 
The two meetings we were able to call when both Rubin and Lowenthal were 
in town were not too well attended because of the prevalent illnesses. The 
11holidqs" have interrupted our work too. However, we have had some results. 
Babe Deutsch is planning to do an article for us for Harper' a and has al-
ready contacted the editor, Mr. Allen, whom she knows. I have supplied her 
w1 th material. 

--~~~~r.M~~~:a.ea..who is a young (and good) poet~ do a poem or 
an article, or both, for us. I have also supplied her with much material 
and will contact her again after the new year. Miss Rukeyser too is not a 
Zionist but is eager for new Jewish experience. She has offered to put into 
poetic form translations of Palestine songs if we furnish her with literal 
translations. While this is not of interest to the Emergency Council, it 
will be helpful to Jewish educational groups, and will certainly stimulate 
her interest in Zionism. 

Mr. Lowenthal contacted Manuel Komroff, who is writing a story Usillg the 
White Paper in some form in his plot. Yurther details must wait on Mr. Kom­
roff' s completion of his story. I spoke at length to Mr. Lowenthal the other 
dq about getting an article or statement from L~er who I feel is ready 
to return to Zionist sympathy. I also spoke to him about seeing Louis .Adamic, 
also a friend of hie, who is editing a series of books on "The Peop e 
America" for J.B. Lippincott. Possibly a book on the Jews, s3'1D.Pathetic to 
our viewpoint might be done in this series. 

Rubin wrote Le s Browne asking him to do an article for Liberty and 
was asked to wait until ter the first of the year for Browne's final consent. 
I think Rubin can put enough pressure on him to get it. Rubin has also 
written to Irving Stone and Irving Fineman in Cal.~nia to ask them for 
articles on the White Paper, and if r keep after Rubin enough and he after 
them, some goC?d mq result. 

Rubin is also spending time on Howard Fast trying to get him to write 
an article. Fast can be interested, I think, probably from anti-British 
prejudice and all it requires is mon, work by me on Rubin and Rubin on ll'ast. 

Mr. Lowenthal is writing a pamphlet which. in essence will be a SUDllll8.?'1' 
of Lourie' s pamphlet, but which will be briefer and more dramatic. We will 
ask friends and members of the working writers group to send one w1 th a per­
sonal letter to writers, agents and editors, sqing "This is something I 
want to talk to you about." It will be an entering wedge which will enable 
us to tell our story in full as ~ want 1 t told, and it will give each one 
of our people a specific task in connection with one or many others we want 
to reach. I need not tell you that a great deal of this work cal.ls for 
constant hammering and follow-up because every one we are dealing with is 
busy with his own interests. 



-------On the radio story my contact i Hans Jacob>as I wrote you. I saw him 
several times and wrote you about Kalt"enborn as the result of one of these 
conferences. 

The following is a summary of my work with J a.cob: Mr. Jacob felt definite­
ly that you were the man to see Kaltenborn because he is the dean of radio 
commentators and nobody but the most important person should see him. If 
properly impressed, he will help us. Have you heard from him, by the w,rg, 
and do you haTe an appointment with him? Gabriel Heatter should receive the 
Kaltenborn approach, with a lot of soft-soap • 

.........., ___ ell needs special handling and I will discuss him later in this 
memo. Johannes St el has been approached by Mr. Weisgal who is also taking 
care of our friend Dorothy Thompson. Gailmor is a friend of ours and if we 

have an item for him we can just telep one him. Mr. Jacob "111 reach 
~ond Gram Swi.Ag when he goes to Washington and he is al.so taking care of 
Lisa Sergio, George Hamilton Coombs, Frank Kingdon, Cecil Brown, John B. 
Kennedy, Elsa Maxwell about John Gunther, some of whom are al.ready our 
friends. Mr. Je..cob told me recently that he has had good contact w1 th Shirer, 
but Mr. Montor can tell you more about this since I haTe not been told the 
whole sto17. I plan to see Mr. Jacob after the first of the year as he is 
tied up until then. 

I feel that we should get out something like our Confidential News 
reports for the radio commentators who are favorable to us, but for the big 
boys we should divide some items so that each one of them gets an exclusive 
at some time. We must conTince the commentato1; that this is given only to 
him so that there will be no question about his using it. Exclusive tips 
will make us friends faster than anything else. 

I have been in frequent touch with Mrs. Da.nny Kqe, lllho is a close 
friend of Walter Winchell. She is trying to see Winchell to influence him 
to sey something special on his radio program and in his column about the 
White Paper and Palestine. I told Mrs. Kqe that we would give Winchell 
every assistance and wuld be Tery happy to give him a big exclusive scoop 
and furnish him with any material. he wants. Al.though she is so cooperative, 
Mrs. Kqe is enormously busy right now (she mq go with her husband to 
Eu.rope) and has only been so helpful because she is a devoted friend of 
Rabbi Steinberg's. 

On the academic group, I went t9 see Professor Salo Baron at Columbia 
University. His feeling is that the most important group to reach is the 
world of scholars. Dr. Baron says that these are the authorities who are 
conS11lted by the State Department in the making of treaties, and all the 
mass protest we enlist will be as nothing if our side is not properly pre­
sented when the treaties are written. 

Professor Baron suggested a ~uarterly be established on a high intellect­
ual level, in which scholars would write about Zionist problems. It would 
serve as an important medium for Jewish thinkers on Zionism and Palestine, and 
it would be the most effective weapon we could utilize for the general academic 
world, because it would be sent to scholars of every shade of opinion. 



Professor Baron also thought that we should approach Jewish academicians 
individually and explain to them the special importance now of acting as 
missionaries and making converts to Zionism of fellow-scholars, Jewish and 
non-Jewish. Among the people who should be helpful to us in the academic 
field are Prof. Oscar Janowsky, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Dr. Max Gruenewald, Dr. 
Hal.kin, Professor Horace Kallen, Sholom Spiegel, Dr. Wechsler, Dr. Isaac 
Kandel. I am sure we can find a list of others but I think it would be wiser 
to wait to see them until after we have decided about the ~uarterly. 

I also discussed with Professor Baron the possibility of adding courses 
on Palestine to college curricula. Professor Baron s~s that Arabic is being 
taught in several of the Universities, that the people who teach the subject 
are most of the time Arabs who are usually not sympathetic to Zionist aims, 
that on rare occasions they allow the Jewish point of view to be expressed, 
and that these infrequent occasions are the only ones on which we haTe the 
opportunity to tell the Zionist story. Even if we could influence American 
people to study in the oriental institutes and Near East Departments of our 
Universities, they would come under the influence of a non-Zionist viewpoint. 
There are not enough Jewish scholars qualified to teach the subject even if 
the Universities would be willing to appoint them--which is not a likelihood. 

I think that academicians, like writers and radio commentators, must be 
handled individually and cannot be asked to come to group meetings. Before 
I Joined the Committee, there was a meeting of radio commentators which resulted 
disastrously because one dissident voice was raised which caused even our 
friends to change their attitude about expressing themselves on the White 
Paper now. 

I am sure that I need not tell you that this work takes a long time to 
show results. It requires constant prodding and individual effort. As I 
said before, I thin.~ the function of the Executive Secretary is that of a 
shadchan, being careful alwqs to mate the right people in order to produce 
the offspring we need-comment on the White Paper, and Zionists. It is a long 
grind--not a job for three months or three years, but a continous Job which 
will become .easier as we succeed because we will have so many more to help us. -

The only meeting of the Intellectual Mobilization Committee was held on 
November 4 before I was connected with the organization. I append the minutes 
of that meeting. The following is a list of members of the Committee on 
Intellectual Mobilization. 

Prof. Salo Baron 
Dr. Abram L. Sacher 
Prof. Oscar Janowsky 
Dr. Horace M. Kallen 
Dr. Solomon Goldman 
Dr. Mam-ice L. Perlzweig 
Mr. Louis Untermeyer 
Mr. Marvin Lowenthal 
Mr. Reuben Rubin 
Mr. Arthur S zyk 

Columbia University or Canaan, Conn. 
Hillel Foundation, Champaing, Ill. 
31 W. Mosholu Parkw~, -Bronx, N. Y. 
New School of Social Research, N.Y.C. 
3800 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Ill. 
American Jewish Congress, N.Y.C. 
595 Madison Avenue, N. Y.C. 
389 Bleecker Street, N. Y.C. 
40 E. 58 St., New York City 
323 W. 74 Street, N. Y. C. 



STATEMENT OF DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUI'IVE 
COMMITTEE, AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

I am deeply grateful to the members of the Foreign Affairs Committee for 
r 

the privilege afforded me to appear here and speak in approva~ of the Resolutions 

#418 and #419 which have been introduced in the House. These!R~solutions reflect 
I ' 

the spirit\of a similar ·resolution adopted unanimously by both Houses of Congress 

in 1922. They evidence again the profound interest of the American people, speak­

ing through their chosen representatives in Congress, in the great historic cause 

of the rebuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 

May I say, at the outset, that nothing is further from the minds of those 

for whom I speak -- and I believe I speak for millions of Jewish citizens of the 

United St ates -- who through the representatives of their national organizations 

and the elected delegates of their respective communities gathered at the great 

American Jewish Conference last September and voiced overwhelmingly their endorse­

ment of the Jewish commonwealth in Palestine and called for the abrogation of the 

White Paper than to embarrass our great and gallant ally Great Britain, whose 

heroic defense of civilization against Nazi barbarism in the dark days when she 

stood alone will remain an epic of high courage and spiritual grandeur to inspire 

all future generations. We have no quarrel with Great Britain. We can never for­

get that it was Great Britain which, first among the nations, gave recognition to 

the national aspirations of the Jewish people in the issuance of the Balfour 

Declaration. But a wrong and unjustifiable political policy affecting the Jewish 

national home which this very declaration welcomed and committed His Majesty's 

Government to its achievement, is about to be consummated. It would to all 

intents and purposes liquidate the Jewish national home. It is this policy, 

which has been sharply criticized by the foremost statesmen of Great Britain her­

self, that we ask to be rescinded. We retain our strong confidence in the 

integrity and th_'k--abiding goodwill of Great Britain that this will be done • 
. ) '1· 
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We feel that this very resolution when adopted will, as was pointed out 

here a moment ago, strengthen the hands of our many friends in Great Britain who 

wish to see this wrong, unwise, and illegal policy abrogated. 

May I also be permitted to give a brief historical background to the move­

ment to reconstitute the Jewish commonwealth in Palestine, perhaps a subject which 

will not be covered by the other people who will speak here? It is not a recent 

movement. It did not begin with modern Zionism, nor with the first Zionist col­

onies which were established in Palestine 65 years ago, The ideal of national 

restoration dates from the year of the destruction of Jerusalem and of the Temple 

in the year 70 A,D., and from the beginning of the widespread dispersion of the 

Jewish people, 

Throughout the following centuries the hope of rebuilding their national 

home was never absent from among our people. Modern Zionism is only the latest 

expression of that undeviating will to national restoration which has persisted 

throughout the ages. 

For fifteen centuries and more prior to the time of the great Dispersion, 

the Jewish people lived in Palestine as a nation, undergoinB all the changing 

political vicissitudes which all nations, large or small, are bound to experience 

over a long period of time. 

During some of those centuries they made their greatest contribution to 

civilization in the religious field. They gave the Bible to the world and formu­

lated the great spiritual and ethical ideals of mankind. In Palestine and from 

the Jewish Nation came both Judaism and Christianity. 

Whenever disaster threatened their national existence, they found strength 

to surmount it. The destruction of the first temple in the sixth century B.C., 

and the exile of the best part of Israel to Babylonia did not result in the death 

of the nation. By the rivers of Babylon they sat down and wept as they remembered 

Zion, and in their exile they vowed:' "If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, may my right 

hand forget her cunning." 
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In the second pre-Christian century, the Jews revolted against their 

Syrian overlords and regained their political independence. A century later 

they lost it again to the Romans. When the oppression of the Romans became too 

great, they revolted again. This great revolt lasted for 6 years, until 70 A.D., 

when Jerusalem and the temple was destroyed. Eut the Jewish Nations did not 

perish then. In 115 the Jewish people revolted again. And in 135 they revolted 

a third time. Determinedly they resisted the greatest empire of the earth in, 

defense of their national life and liberties. 

In the following centuries and as a result of persecution, Jewish life in 

Palestine sharply declined from its high levels, but it continued in a relatively 

large scale up to the seventh century, when we again hear of Jews fighting for 

their freedom. Jews clung to Palestine all through Roman, Byzantine, Arab, 

Christian, and Turkish domination, to this very day. "Throughout the ages, even 

in the darkest periods of the Crusades, the protracted wars of the Middle Ages, and 

in modern times, the Jews never entirely left the soil of Palestine." They never 

surrendered the hope that some day they would rebuild their national life there. 

The bitter experiences of 2,000 years of exile, outlawry, ghettos, and massacres 

only served to reinforce that hope. 

The effort to return to Palestine was unremitting through the ages. The 

living bond with Palestine was never broken. The hope of return became part of 

the Jews' creed. It echoed through the pages of his prayer book, His festivals 

were redolent of memories and hopes of Palestine, The Messianic hope vn1ich Sl.J.S­

tained the spirits of our people throughout the bleak centuries was essentially 

the hope of Israel's return to Palestine. All through the Middle Ages, when 

traveling was most difficult and dangerous, Jews found ways singly or in groups, 

to return to Palestine. 

In the nineteenth century this age-old national aspiration finally entered 

the phase of political organization and practical action. 
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Orthodox rabbis and lay leaders, moved by convictions both religious and 

national, were among the first to advocate planned and concerted colonization 

projects to Palestine. 

A strong urge towards political action for national emancipation came also 

from the circles of Jews of western Europe who had become disillusioned with the 

results of the nineteenth centu.ry enlightenment and emancipation. SU.dden and 

violent outbursts of anti-Semitism in unexpected places forced upon these Jews who 

had so sanguinely awaited the early liquidation of the Jewish problems, the neces­

sity of taking stock of their position anew. 

They realized that the problem of the national homelessness of the Jewish 

people was the principal source of the Jewish millennial tragedy and that it re­

mained as stark and as menacing as ever. It simply could not be circumvented by 

wishful thinking or pleasant daya..reaming. 

These Jews began to look for the basic solution of the problem and they 

soon discovered it. Fundamentally the root of all the trouble was that the Jewish 

people was a national homeless people in the world and the only solution for 

national homelessness is a national home. 

Great thinkers from among the intellectual circles of westernized Europe 

Jewry formulated this new insight and conviction. The theme connnon to all was 

emancipation through national restoration~ Not that all Jews should return to 

Palestine any more than that all Englishmen in all parts of the world should return 

to England, or all Frenchmen to France, or all Germans to Germany, Every nation 

today has many of its former nationals, citizens of other countries. lhe Jews in 

other parts of the world will remain as heretofore loyal citizens of tho country 

which will permit them to remain equal citizens of those countries, and tho 

American Jews who have served their country so faithfully both in peace and in war, 

intend to remain citizens of the United States, and their relationship with the 

Jewish commonwealth will be no dif'ferent from that of other American citizens with 
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respect to their ancestorial homes, But, just as there is an England, a France, 

and a Germany, so must there be a land of Israel in order that the status of the 

Jewish people might be normalized throughout the world. Politically the Jewish 

people as a people must become, like every other people, possessed of an inde­

pendent life in a national home. 

In 1897, Theodore Nerzl convoked the first Zionist Congress at Basle, 

Switzerland. There the official Zionist platform was adopted; "The aim of Zionism 

is to create for the Jewish people a home in Palestine secured by public law." 

Within 20 years of the organization of modern political Zionism, the move­

ment received formal approval at the hands of tho greatest empire on earth -­

Great Britain. 

On November 2, 1917, Arthur James Balfour, then Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs, issued the famous declaration in the name of the British Govern-

ment: 

'IJiis Majesty•s Government views with favor the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home --

Note the term "national" --

for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors to facilitate 
the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing 
shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of ex­
isting non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political 
status enjoyed by Jews in any other country." 

The Balfour Declaration, which represents a turning point in the history of 

the Jewish people, was not, as has sometimes been represented, a purely British 

formulation of policy. It was for many months the subject of long and earnest 

negotiation between the principal Allied Powers. In February and March of 1918 

the French and Italian Governments, respectively, issued parallel statements in 

support of the Balfour Declaration. President Wilson had followed the negotiation~ 

and had encouraged the issuance of that declaration, and our Government insisted 

on having a hand in the drafting of the mandate. 

At a meeting of the Supreme Council of the Allied Powers, held at San Remo 

in April 1920, the Balfour Declaration was unanimously adopted and embodied in the 
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Mandate fer Palestine which was offered to Great Britain. 

On July 24, 1922, the Council of the League of Nations unanimously ratified 

the British mandate, with the incorporated declaration as an integral part. That 

same year the Congress of the United States adopted the resolution which has been 

read to you this morning: 

"Resolved by the Senate and House·of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the United States of America favors 
the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, 
it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done, etc, --

And then occurs the rest of the Balfour Declaration. 

The preamble to the mandate contains this significa:x:it clause, and I would 

like to call it to your attention; 

''Whereas recognition has hereby been given to the historical connections of 
the Jewish people with Palestine and the grounds for reconstituting their 
national home in that country***, 

Those are the words of the preamble of the mandate. In other words, the 

creation, or reconstitution, of a Jewish homeland in Palestine was thus accepted 

as a world policy. It was also regarded as an act of restitution. rt was a recog­

nition both of the present need of the Jewishpeople and of the continuity of its 

claim to its homeland, a continuity unbroken by the vicissitudes of 2,000 years 

of history. 

What did the framers of the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine :ma.ndate 

have in mind when they spoke of the establishment of a national home for the Jewish 

people in Palestine? Their utterances leave no doubt as to their clear intent. 

They meant a Jewish state, a Jewish commonwealth, 

Lloyd George, Prime Minj_ster of Great Britain at the time .of the issuance 

of the Balfour Declaration, writes in his memoirs: 

"It was not their (the British Cabinet's) idea that a Jewish state should 
be set up immediately by the peace treaty without reference to the wishes 
of the majority of the inhabitants. On the other hand, it was contemplated 
that when the time arrived for according representative institutions to Pal­
estine, if the Jews had meanwhile responded to the opportunity afforded 
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them by the idea of a national homeland and had become a definite 
majority of the inhabitants, then Palestine would thus become a Jewish 
commonwealth. The notion that Jewish immigration would have to be 
artificially restricted in order to ensure that the Jews should be 
a permanent minority never entered into the head of anyone engaged in 
framing the policy. That would have been regarded as unjust and as a 
fraud on the people to whom we were appealing, 

General Smuts, still one of Great Britain's foremost statesmen, perhaps 

next to Churchill tho most powerful political figure in the British Empire, who, 

in 1919 was a member of the Imperial War Cabinet, declared that he envisaged an 

increasing stream of Jewish immigration into Palestine and in generations to come 

a great Jewish state rising there once more, and that he is convinced today, no 

loss than he was in 1917, of the necessity of establishing a Jewish state in Pales­

tine; and he expressed the hope and confidence that there could and would be peace 

and cooperation between the Jewish State and other neighboring states. 

Winston Churchill, when he was Secretary of State in 1920, declared: 

11If, as may well happen, there should be created in our lifetime by the 
banks- of the Jordan a Jewish State under the protection· of the British 
Crown, which might comprise 3,000,000 or 4,000,000 Jews, an event will 
have occurred in the history of the world which would from every point 
of view be beneficial and would bo especially in harmony with the truest 
interests of the British Empire," 

President Wilson, in 1919, declared: 

"I am persuaded that the Allied nations, with the fullest concurrence of 
our Government and our people, are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid 
the foundations of a Jewish commonwealth." 

Our then Secretary of State, Charles E. Hughes, writing to Lord Bal.four 

in January 1922, concerning the mandate for Palestine, which was a subject of 

extensive negotiation between our Government and Great Britain, and which negoti­

ations resulted in substantial modifications in the draft of the mandate, assumes 

that what was being planned in Palestine was a Jewish state. There were three or 

four drafts. (Seo p. 60, Mandate for Palestine -- prepared in the Division of 

Near Eastern Affairs -- publication of the Department of State, Washington, 1931,) 
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It is, therefore, historically accurate, and in view of what has transpired 

since those years, politically sound, for the resolutions which have been introduced 

in the House, to speak of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth. It is not a 

new concept. It is exactly what was originally contemplated. Attempts havo been 

made to whittle down the meaning of the terms, "a national home, 11 employed in the 

Balfour Declaration and the mandate. It has been asserted that a Jewish national 

home already exists in Palestine and that a permanent Jewish minority within a 

Palestine state, such as the White Paper envisages, is quite consistent with the 

avowed purposes of the mandate. This, of course, is not the case. It is woll, 

therefore, to stress the true objective of the mandate which was the reconstitution 

of the Jewish commonwealth, which presupposes a Jewish majority in the country, as 

Mr. Lloyd George corectly points out, The exporiences of the last 25 years indi­

cate that no such majority will ever be attained unless the control of immigration 

is vested with the Jewish agency, which alone is interested in the creation of 

absorptive capacity and in the intensive agricultural and industrial development 

of the land in order to absorb rapidly largo numbers of immigrants and provide them 

with the means of earnj_ng a livelihood. 

It was not contemplated to set up two states in Palestine, or to set up a 

Palestine state in which Jews would be a permanent minority. The mandate made Great 

Britain "responsible for putting into effect the declaration officially made on 

November 2, 1917, by tho Government of His Britannic Majesty, 11 i.e., the Balfour 

Declaration. The mandatory was charged with tho responsibility "for placing the 

country under such political, administrative and economic conditions as will secure 

the establishment of tho Je'winh nntional home" (art. 2). The mandate nowhere 

speaks of the establishment of an Arab national home in Palestine. 

The mandate calls for the recognition of "an appropriate Jewish agency as a 

public body for the purpose of advising and cooperating with tho administration of 

Palestine in such economic, social and other matters as may affect the establishment 
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of the Jewish national home*** and to assist and take part in the development 

of the country." The mandate nowhere speaks of the recognition of an Arab agency, 

for it was not required, inasmuch as it was not contemplated to set up in Palestine 

an Arab national state. 

Under the terms of the mandate the Zionist organization of the world was 

invited "to secure the cooperation of all Jews who are willing to assist in the 

establishment of the Jewish national home" (art. 4). 

The mandatory was charged with the duty of "facilitating Jewish immigration" 

into Palestine and of encouraging "in cooperation with the Jewish agency" close 

settlement by Jews on the land, including State lands and waste lands not required 

for public purposes (art. 6). 

It was called upon to enact a nationality law -- "so as to facilitate the 

acquisition of Palestinian citizenship by Jews who take up their permanent residence 

in Palestine (art. 7). 

There are no provisions in the mandate for facilitating Arab immigration 

into Palestine or their close settlement on the land. 

The administration of Palestine was asked to -- "arrange with the Jewish 

agency to construct or operate any public works, services, and utilities,and to 

develop any of the national resources of the country (article 11). 

What do all those clear provisions mount up to? That Palestine was to be 

built up as a Jewish national state -- and that for the transition period, until a 

Jewish majority is achieved and the country is ready for self-governing institution~ 

Great Britain was entrusted by the principal Allied Powers with a mandate to admin­

ister the country upon terms and powers clearly defined in the mandate by the 

Council of the League of Nations. 

Was the proposed reestablishment of the Jewish commonwealth in Palestine 

unfair to the Arabs? May I be permitted to quote the words of the Right Honorable 
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Alfred Duff Cooper, former First Lord of the British Admiralty, spoken here in 

Washington in the spring of 1940: 

"In 1914 there was hardly any territory which the Arabs could call their 
own. They were alillost throughout the Near East subject to Turkish suzer­
ainty. Since 1914, they have acquired vast tracts of territory where they 
are independent; the whole of Arabia; Tranajordania, which was taken away from 
the original conception of Palestine; Syria, where again they exercise semi­
independent rights. No nation in the world has so little ground for com­
plaining of what the Germans call lack of lebenatraum as the Arab race. They 
have vast spaces in which to expand. They have been amongst the greatest 
beneficiaries of the World War, and now they are subject to no particular 
evils." 

Realizing that the Arabs would have their national aspirations satisfied 

after the war by the establishment of a number of Arab national states, and that 

these states would have land areas so large that it would take them centuries to 

develop them, and realizing also that the Jews stood in desperate need of a place 

of refuge, for their people, the Allies reserved "the tiny notch" of Palestine, as 

Balfour called it -- just 10,000 square miles for the Jewish people. The Arab 

lands cover more than a million square miles and they are underpopulated and 

largely undeveloped. 

Provision, of course, was made in the Balfour Declaration and in the mandate 

for the political equality of all citizens and for the civil and religious rights of 

existing non-Jewish communities. These rights have been fully protected. The Pal­

estine Arab has not been exploited. In fact, there are no Arabs on the face of the 

earth today more prosperous than the Arabs of Palestine. 

The establishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine will, we believe, 

be a great boon to -the entire Near F.ast and to all the Arab peoples, Jews are 

bringing scientific skill, technical knowledge, material resources, and high enthu­

siasm to the upbuilding of Palestine. Palestine is destined to become the hub of a 

great and rapid economic development of the entire Near East. The prosperity of 

Palestine will stimulate, and, in the course of time will come to depend upon the 

prosperity of all adjacent Arab countries. 
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It has been alleged that promiees were also made to the Arabs during the 

last war to the effect that Palest i ne was to be included in the area in which Arab 

independence would be established. Sir Henry McMahon, then His Majesty's High 

Commissioner in Egypt, who negotiated with the Sherif of Mecca, later King Hussein, 

is alleged to have made such a promise. The British Government has consistently 

maintained that Palestine was definitely excluded from McMahon's pledge. 

McMahon, himself, in a letter to the Times, London, July 23, 1937, stated: 

"I feel it my duty to state, and I do so definitely and emphatically, that 
it was not intended by me in giving this pledge to King Hussein, to include 
Palestine in the area in which Arab independence was promised. 

I also had every reason to believe at the time that the fact that Palestine 
was not included in my pledge was well understood by King Hussein." 

During the years 1917 to 1921 no claims to Palestine were raised by the 

Arab representatives. Indeed, they did in various ways explicitly agree to Pal­

est i ne being treated differently from Arab territories. 

Emir Feisal, sone of Hussein, afterward King of Iraq, the leader of the 

Arabs in the crucial war years, stated in December 1918: 

"The two main branches of the Semitic family, Arabs and Jews, understand 
one another, and· I hope that as a result of interchange of ideas at the 
Peace Conference, which will be guided by idea,J..s of self-determination 
and nationality, each nation will make definite progress toward the 
realization of its aspirations. Arabs are not jealous of Zionist Jews 
and i ntend to give them fair play, and the Zionist Jews have assured 
the Nationalist Arabs of their intention to see that they too have 
fair play in their respective areas." 

And in January 1919, Emir Feisal, for the Arab Kingdom of Hedjaz, and 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, on behalf of the Zionist Organization, signed a treaty of 

friendship which clearly shows that Faisal regarded Palestine as a land reserved 

for Jewish national settlement. He also submitted to the Peace Conference a 

memorandum on the Arab claims in which he asked for the independence of a number 

of Arabic areas with the explicit exception of Palestine. 

If I may be permitted, Mr. Chairman, I should like to read into the record 

the documents to which I have referred. 



- 12 -

The record, then, of what was intended for Palestine and what was under­

taken is quite clear. The civilized world recognized the right of the Jewish 

people to rebuild their national home in Palestine. Great Britain accepted a man­

date to facilitate its consumption. The Jews of the world set themselves to the 

task of upbuilding. 

Thus a new era in Jewish history was ushered in. The Jewish people threw 

themselves into the work of upbuilding with incomparable zeal and enthusiasm. The 

task was enormous -- untrained hands, inadequate means, overwhelming difficulties~ 

The land was stripped and poor -- neglected through the centuries. European Jewry 

was shattered and impoverished by the war and could not be quickly rallied to the 

work of reconstruction. Plans had to be improvised and carried through piecemeal. 

Nevertheless, the record of pioneering achievement of the Jewish people in Palestine 

in the 20 years between two world wars, the story of their heroic labors and sacri­

fices and their courageous experimentation have received the acclaim of the entire 

world. A veritable miracle of colonization was performed. The Jewish population 

increased from 55,000 to 600,000. Close to 300 colonies have been established. 

Social vision and high human idealism went into the planning and structure of many 

of them. Some 2,000 factories and 4,000 small workshops were opened. The waters 

of the Jordan were harnessed for electric power. The Dead Sea was made to yield up 

its vast chemical resources. Barren hills and valleys were reforested. Marshes 

were drained. A splendid educational system was developed, crowned by the Hebrew 

University on Mount Scopus. A modern health service was established throughout 

the country, available to Jews, Mohammedans, and Christians alike. 

I hope you will have the privilege of hearing later on one of the great 

experts of our country, Dr. Lowdermilk tell you of what has been accomplished in 

Palestine. 
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It was fortunate indeed that Palestine was available, readied and prepared 

by the labor of these Jewish pioneers, when the horrible Hitler persecutions swept 

over European Jewry. For that little country was able to absorb more than 300,000 

refugees from Germany and Central Europe, a country so small that it could hide 

itself in one of the great States that you represent. Today Jewish Palestine is 

again vindicating its claim to full life and national freedom by the extraordinary 

contributions which it is making to the war effort of the United Nations, have 

fought bravely, many of them with rare distinction. The civilian population is 

engaged in an all-out effort to back up the fighting armies in the Near East by 

providing them with many vital supplies and services; 50,000 Palestinian Jews are 

engaged in defense work. 

And here we come to the point back of this resolution. The administration 

of Palestine has unfortunately not always been conducted on a plane corresponding to 

the high intentions of the framers of the Balfour Declaration, nor did it reflect 

the good will and unflagging sympathy of the English people whose historic freind­

ship the Jewish people will never forget. Local British officials, though of high 

integrity, have shown little understanding of the processes involved in the building 

of the Jewish homeland, and there are always great difficulties associated with the 

upbuilding of a new homeland. They have not grasped the implications of the organic 

relationship between the Jewish people outside of Pal~stine, to whom the Balfour 

Declaration was issued, and the land which they administered. The rebuilding of 

the Jewish homeland implies a dynamic outlook. The outlook of British officials 

has been in the main static, based on the tacit assumption that Palestine alone, 

and not the integration of large numbers of immigrants with an evolving Jewish 

homeland, was their concern. 

They have, therefore, tended to look upon the local difficulties associated 

with the upbuilding of tho Jewish homeland as unnecessary disturbances of the 

status quo, instead of a natural part of the task assigned to them. No corrective 
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to this attitude was appliod by the home government in London. No consistent attempt 

was made to bring home to the Arabs of Palestine the fact that the Balfour Declar­

ation was an interallied policy, and later, that the mandate was international law, 

and the first evidence of recalcitrance on their part -- namely, the riots of May 

1921 -- was rewarded by a temporary suspension of Jewish immigration. 

Concession led to concession. The White Papor issued in 1922 declared that-­

"the terms of the Balfour Delcaration do not contemplate that Palestine 
as a whole should be converted into a Jewish national home, but that such 
a home should be established in Palestine. " 

This was the beginning of reinterpretation. It introduced an element of 

ambiguity into what had been quite clear till then. 

The Palestine contemplated in the mandato had consisted of Transjordan and 

cis-Jordan. In the year 1922, Transjordan--throe times the area of cis-Jordan-­

was closed to Jewish immigration. 

In subsequent years, Palestine's British officials took the view that they 

were not primarily concerned with the facilitation of the creation of a Jewish home­

land, but with the admjnistration of the country in its existing condition. 

This view has dominated the policies and actions of the Palestine administra­

tion ever since. The national rights of the Jewish people in relation to Palestine 

which had been internationally acknowledged and which alone gave legal basis for 

the mandatory presence there at all were progressively and consistently sacrificed. 

Following the disturbances of 1936, a Palestine Royal Commission was sent 

to Palestine to invostj.gate. Its report proposed to partition the country, to 

create an Arab and a Jewish state, and an area reserved for British administration. 

A technical commission was thon set up to work out the details of a parti­

tion plan. It finally declared that the partition plan was unworkable. 

Following discussions in London in 1939, to which representatives of Arabs 

and Jows wore invited and which brought no positive results, the British Government 

of the late Mr. Chamberlain prepared the White Paper of May 17, 1939. The House of 
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Commons reluctantly consented to it during a tense period of international compli­

cations, only after the Government insisted on acceptance as a vote of confidence. 

The White Paper was formally disapproved by the Permanent Mandates Commission. It 

was never submitted for approval to the Council of the League of Nations, although 

article 27 of the mandate clearly states that--

"the consent of the Council of the League of Nations is required for any 
modificiations of the terms of the mandate." 

It was thus denied legal validity. However, despite all this, it was put 

into effect. 

Under the terms of this White Paper, Jewish immigration was limited to 

10,000 a year for the next 5 years. A bonus immigration of an additional 25,000 

was allowed in consideration of the plight of Jewish refugees. However, after 

March of this year, 1944, Jewish lllJIIligration is to be discontinued entirely 

"unless the Arabs of Palestine are prepared to acquiesce in it." 

The White Paper likewise grants the High Commissioner of Palestine general 

powers to prohibit and regulate transfers of land. Regulations have been issued 

according to which Jews are allowed the right of free purchase in only 2.6 percent 

of the total area of Palestine -- 260 square miles! A total prohibition on transfer 

of land to Jews was imposed in about two-thirds of the country, in the remaining 

area transfer is permissible only under severe restriction and subject to the con­

sent of the High Commissioner. Thus discriminatory laws against Jews were intro­

duced in their own national home! 

Thus the Jews were left to build their national home without men and without 

land, just as their ancestors in Egypt were expected to make brick without straw. 

The White Paper is by no stretch of the imagination the fulfillment of the 

national aspirations of the Jewish people recognized in the mandate. It is their 

total liquidation. This White Paper when it was issued in 1939, in the disastrous 

Munich appeasement era and as part of that tragic political and spiritual debacle 
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of those days, aroused the bitterest opposition. It was denounced both at home 

and abroad. It was violently opposed by some of the foremost statesmen of Great 

Gritain, I would just like to quote this sentence from the great statement of 

Winston Churchill which he made in the House of Commons when the policy of the 

White Paper was being discussed, He said: 

nwe are now asked to submit, and this rankles most with me, to an 
agitation which is fed with foreign money and ceaselessly inflamed by 
Nazi and by Fascist propaganda." 

If the White Paper was found odious and morally unjustifiable in 1939, 

before the Second World War and before the appalling disasters swept over the Jew­

ish communtties of Europe, driving hundreds of thousands of Jews helpless and 

impoverished from their homes to wander over the face of the earth, how utterly 

insupportable and insufferable it is today! 

The last 5 years have been the blackest in Jewish history. They climaxed 

5 other years which the Nazi regime ushered in, during which one Jewish community 

after another in central and eastern Europe was broken and myriads of Jews were 

driven into exile from countries and homes where they had known dignity, honor, 

and where they and their ancestors had lived for centuries. Myriads of them 

crowded the highways of the world in quest of refuge and sanctuary and finding 

most doors barred against them. But a worse fate awaited those who could not 

escape in time. For them Hitler has decreed total extermination -- systematic, 

ruthless annihilation -- in gas chambers, by machine guns, in human slaughter pens. 

Two million perished. Some who managed to escape, and after months of wandering 

finally reached the shores of Palestine the shores of the Jewish national home 

were turned away, They were refused admission. They had no certificates. The last 

door of hope was shut to them. Many tried to enter illegally. Hundreds of them 

were apprehended, sent to concentrati.on camps, and later forcibly evacuated to the 

island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean where they are rotting to this day. Many 

perished in Haifa Bay; 760 souls perished in the Black Sea on the ill-fated STRu"MA, 
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because permission to enter Palestine was refused to them. But for this infamous 

White Paper they might have been saved. Had the doors of Palestine been wide open 

these last years of Nazi terror and had the mandatory government fully cooperated 

in the task, tens of thousands of a&ditional refugees might have been saved from 

Hitler's mass execution. 

In March of this year, the pitifully restricted immigration schedule per­

mitted under the White Paper will come to an end. Only tho 30,000 unused visas -­

unushed, principally because of the administrative difficulties put in the way by 

Palestine officials -- remain. Thereafter no more Jews will bo permitted to Pal­

estine except on Arab sufferance and consent. This confronts the Jewish people and 

the whole civilized world with an appalling prospect, It is self-evident that 

Jewish homelessness will be widespread after the war. There will be hundreds of 

thousands of Jews, perhaps millions, who will seek new homos in a world which will 

be inhospitable to immigration. The struggle for existence in a ravaged post-war 

Europe will be harsh and bitter. Fa.mine, poverty, and misery will stalk over the 

fact of that war-riven continent. There will be ruined economies, worthless cur­

rencies, social collapse and revolutions in evory defeated country -- just as after 

the last war. The youth of half of half the world which has been indoctrinated 

with the racial and nationalistic mythologies of Nazi-Fascist dictatorship will be 

spiritually lost and unsuited to a democratic way of life which they have been 

taught to hate and despise -- and they will bo virulent Jew haters. Jews will again 

be eyed sullenly as unwelcome economic competitors by millions of job-hungry and 

career-hungry men. Economic hostility will once again be rationalized into the 

well-known and quite serviceable anti-Semitic thesis. 

No doubt the Jews of Europe, following an Allied victory, will be restored 

to their political rights and to equality of citizenship. But they possessed these 

rights after the last war even minority rights in some of the countries of Cen­

tral and Eastern Europe; and anti-Semitism was never so rampant and so vicious as 

after the last war. 
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Can Europe, can the world, can Amerfoa, which is for all time to come so 

inextricably bound up with the rest of the world, permit this menacing situation to 

continue indefinitely after the war? 

The Jewish people must be permitted and holped to develop their homeland in 

Palestine in such a way as to be able to drain off, in a relatively short time, two 

or three million Jews from the crowded and economically tensioned centers of central 

and eastern Europe. This will ease the pressures upon the Jews who will remain 

there, who will then cease to be foci of irritation, conflict, and unrest. 

And this brings me back to what Mr. Hamilton Fish said. He told you a fine 

story of what he tried to do and earnestly tried to do about the establishment of 

other colonies, but you heard the conclusion of it. Nothing was done. We have had 

experience with other colonies. There was one recently founded in santo Domingo 

in which we placed very high hopes but which perhaps will take care of only a few 

thousand souls, perhaps of only a few hundred souls. 

There are no other opportunities for mass emigration of Jews anywhere 

else in the world. There will be none. We wish it were otherwise, but wishes are 

not horses, Feeble trickles of :ilnrnigration will be permitted in this or that 

country, but waves will be fiercely resisted; but it is with waves and not with 

trickles that we must concern ourselves. We Zionists are not opposed to Jewish 

immigration to any country in the world. Quite the contrary. We hope and pray all 

countries will open the:l.r doors to refugees. But those things do not happen. 

We must not forget the experience of Jewish refugees in the last 10 years. 

These experiences will be no different after tho war, They may be even more diffi­

cult; for nations will then be in the grip of vast economic dislocations and they 

will be thinking in terms of helping their own people over the extremely formidable 

transition period when their national economies will be passing from a wartime to a 

peacetime footing, They will refuse to complicate their lives with large influxes 
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of impoverished immigrants. The Jewish colonies are ready to expand and take in 

Jewish immigrants. 

A free and open Palestine is the indispensable condition not only for a 

peaceful solution of this most obdurate problem of Europe, but also for the paci­

fication of Europe and the world. 

Statesmen should clearly understand this. If the problem of mass Jewish 

emigration and of the national homelessness of the Jewish people is not clearly 

faced and solved after the war, it will return over and over again to harass and 

unsettle the world. Reaction will exploit tho situation again and again. The 

defenseless position of the Jews was exploited by the Nazis to rise to power. They 

employed it as a weapon to achieve the disintegration of Europe. Fascist adventurers 

after the war will continue to exploit it. The Jewish problem is quite as much the 

world's problem as it is that of tho Jews. 

What the world will do concerning the Jewish people and concerning the 

restoration of its nationalli.fe in Palestine after the war will be the true index 

of the nature and character of the entire program of world reconstruction. The world 

patterns of reconstruction will unerringly reflect the decisions which will be made 

concerning the Jewish people and its national status. If in the caso of the Jewish 

people, which possesses no armies or navies, and which will emerge from the World 

War the most shattered of all peoples, the United Nations will act in a spirit of 

justice, vision, and true statesmanship, then there is hope that by the same spirit 

the entire world will be healed and saved. 

Surely, the Jewish people are no less deserving than other peoples whose 

national independence and freedom have been guaranteed by the United Nations. They 

have been tho worst victims of Nazi brutality, and their casualties have been pro­

portionately the heaviest. The Jewish people desperately needs Palestine for its 

homeless millions now and after the war, and for its national security, dignity, 

and normalcy. Jews have shown a remarkable capacity for pioneering, for labor and 
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sacrifice. They have built worthily and well in Palestine. They have made Pales­

tine their own again by their heroic labor, by their blood and sweat, Nearly all 

that is hopeful, promising, and progressive in that country today, the Jews have 

created. 

What has been called the noblest enterprise of our time must not now be 

cruelly sapped and undermined. 

These resolutions which have been introduced in the House and in the Senate, 

and which have received the endorsement of the leaders of both political parties, 

ask our Government to use its good offices, as it did once before, to assist a 

sorely tried and harazzed people in accomplishing the task of rebuilding its 

national life in its ancestral home -- a task approved of by our Government and 

our people and by 52 other nations at the close of the last war -- a task, however, 

which cannot be accomplished without the free entry of Jews into the country and 

without the fullest opportunities for colonization and economic development. The 

reconstitution of Palestine as a Jewish connnonwealth would be to us men of faith a 

fulfillment of prophecy and to all an act of historic justice to an ancient and 

long-martyred people. 



DR.AFI' OF STATEMENT OF THE NATIOI\TAL CHAIRMEN 

on 1943 United Jewish Appeal 

The reconstitution of the United Jewish Appeal for 1943 occurred at a time of 
(.) 

great historic moment. A week prior to the signing of the agreement which continued 

the U.J.A. as the single fund-raising channel for the Joint Distribution Committee, 

United Palestine Appeal and National Refugee Service, the United Nations issued a formal 

declaration officially denouncing Hitler's 11bestial policy of cold-blooded extermination" 

of Jews. Tie governments of the United States, Great Britain and Russia and other 

Allied nations solemnly resolved to fight all the more vigorously for the destruction 

of Nazism and warned Hitler that retribution for the crimes committed against the Jews 

would be severe and inescapable. 

After a decade of suffering and tragedy which no hwne,n heart or mind ca,n 

fully comprehand, the plight of millions of Jews imprisoned in a concentration ca.mp 

of continental proportions stirred the free world to raise its voice in their behalf. 

It is not difficult to imAgine what renewed strength that declaration has given to the 

ebbing spirits and waning morale of our fellow-Jews over there. But far more signi­

ficant is the fact that the official condemnation by the United Nations of Hitler's 

anti-Jewish policies is a resounding clarion call to the Jews in the free lands. 

It is a summons to us to rush to the aid of the tortured and homeless Jews, whose bodies 

and spirits bear the lacerations of relentless persecution. The world has been shocked 

to hear that 2,000,000 Jews perished as a result of Hitler's cruel attacks and announced 

plan of extermination; but that number would have been far greater if American Jews had 

not acted through the agencies of the United Jewish Appeal, to bind the wounds, res~ore 

hope and find homes for the wandering victims. 

It is in the light of this historic declaration that we mu.st weigh the signi­

ficance of the 1943 campaign of the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, Overseas Needs 



and Palestine. The scope of our planning must be broadened to encompass the challenge 

which the immediate future hola_s for us. In the past we h.-"ve had to face a si tu.?tion 

characterized by an increasing deterioration in the Jewish uosition throughout the world. 

The world situc tion has substantially changed since the 1942 campaign just ended 

was inaugnrated under the dark and ominous shadow of Pearl Harbor a...~d the defeats which 

the Allies had sustained in many sectors. The United Nations hr-i.ve seized the initiative. 

The armies of liberation are on the march. We can no longer think and act in terms of a 

static condition of need. We must think and act :i.n terms of an arena of rescue enlarged 

by Allied victories. Reoccupation and liberation are the two words which hold the key 

to the expanded horizon of the programs supported through the United Jewish Appeal. 

1943 will assuredly be a year of far greater opportunities and responsibilities than 

ever before. 

It is to the credit of Jews of the United States that they have recognized the 

fundamental importance of the United Jewish Jipu '° al from its very inception in 1939. The 

fact that more than $50,000,000 in cash has been collected during the four year period 

and distributed for the support of the programs of its participating 8€encies is the 

most concrete testimony of the paramount position which the United Jewish Appeal occupies 

in Jewish communities throughout the nation. 

Governmental action of vast proportions on the part of the United Nations will be 

required to further post-war reconstruction, but the agencies of the United Jewish 

Appeal are called upon to minister to the specific needs of Jewish communities abroad 

not included in an over-all economic rehabilitation program. We recall with appre-

ciat ion the words of Prewident Roosevelt in endorsing the United Jewish Appeal, words 

which perhaps most dramatically sum up its significance in wartifle . The President 

said: 11 In supporting organizations such as the United Jewish Appeal, we are reinforcing 

the humanitarian front as a vital sector in our war effort. 11 Th1"t vital sector we must 

continue to hold in 1943. 

In accordance with the formula adopted in previous years, the 1943 agreement 

calls for the distribution of an initi~l sum of $9 ,100,000 among the participating 



E1.gencies, Ml follows: Joint Distribution Committee _____ ; United Palestine Appeal, 

_____ ; National Refugee Service ______ • These sums are to provide for the con-

tinuation of the programs of these agencies until an Allotment Committee meets and votes 

on the allocation of the balance of the funds contributed in excess of $9,100,000 to be 

contributed to the 1943 campaign. 

The United Jewish Anpeal is again asking t he Jewish communities in the United 

States to raise a minimum of $25,000,000 in 1943 for the overseas war relief work of 

the Joint Distribution Committee, for the rebuilding of the Jewish homeland in Palestine 

carried on by the United Palestine Appeal and for the program of assistance to refugees 

in the United States of the National Refugee Service. 

We regard $25,000,000 as a minimum goal on the basis of the following maJor 

aspects of the work of the constituent agencies of the United Jewish Appeal: 

The Joint Dis~ribution Committee, which helped 795,000 persons in many lands 

in 1942, is required to (1) give increased aid to the 350,000 Jews in North Africa., who 

have been liberated from Nazi-dictated oppression by the American armies. (2) Help 

12,000 refugees who fled to Spain when Hitler seized the unoccupied zone in France and 

assis~ 6,000 others who found a haven in Switzerland. (3) Continue providing concentrated 

food and medical supplies on a non-sectarian basis to 600,000 Jews who are among the 

2,000,000 Pol ish refugees now in a desperate condition in Siberia. (4) Provide the re­

sources for the emigration of refugees from Portugal to the Western Hemisphere and 

Palestine. (5) Extend its readjustment aid to the 125,000 refugees settled in Latin 

America to create opportunities for the ad.mission of other refugees. (6) Set aside 

funds for the repaJ"Dlent of loans made in occupied lands by local committees to make 

possible the continuation of relief work. These loans are to be repaid when the Nazis 

are expelled from those countries. 

The Joint Distribution Committee must carry on its f ar-flung relief and 

rehabilitation program in scores of lands in Eu.rope, Asia., Africa and Latin America. As 

in the last war it is required to answer distress calls from any point on the compass 

and meet opportunities for large-sea.le help and reconstructiOn created by the forward 
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progress of the Allied armies of l io er etion. 

The United Palestine Appeal, which has been the bulwark of support for the war 

effort of Palestine's 584,000 Jews, has the following tasks in furthering the defense and 

rebuildiv.g of the Jewish homeland in 1943: (1) Aid.ing the mobilization of the manpower and 

industry of the Jewish homelana_ for full support of the Allied armies in the I-riddle East, 

which has been a strategic center for the United Nations offensive against the A.xis. (2 ) 

~nlarging the pos sibilities of food production of the 271 agricultural settlements 

established through the Palestine FoundBtion Fund and Jewish National Fund, which are com­

bined in the United Palestine Appeal . (3) Purchasing land and building new colonies for 

the settlement of newly-arrived refugees from North Africa, Persia and Russia. (4) Main­

tain welfare services for Jewish soldiers and their families and provide for educational, 

health and other social services for maintaining the continued progress of the development 

of the Jewish homeland. (5) Promote the recruitment of a maximum number of Jewish men 

and women in the British armed forces and Home Guard in which more than 50,000 are already 

enrolled. ( 6) I ncrea.sing the absorptive capaa:ty of the Jewish homeland so that it mey 

receive the hundreds of thousands of homeless Jews who will clamor at its gates for ad­

mission at the end of the war . 

In 1943 it will be the responsibility of the National Refugee Service to carry 

on its extensive ~justment and aid program to refugees in the United States in order 

to make secure the position of the 208,000 newcomers who have found a haven in our country 

since the rise of Hitler and to integrate those who will continue to reach our shores in 

the months to come. (1) Under war conditions this agency has served as the liaison between 

the Governnent and the refugees, pfoviding assistance in the fulfillment of new wartine 

regulations . (2) It has also been required to provide direct financial relief to an 

average of 5000 individuals monthly . (3) to place refugees in jobs and. professions in 

war-allied industries short of manpower. (4) Retrain refugees in skills required by the 

war effort and to grBnt loans to facilitate the economic adjustment of others. (5)Provide 

opportunities for social adjustment and speed the Americanization of refugees as well as 

promote the placement of doctors in posts essential to civilian health. (6) To perform 
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migration services for relatives and friends of refugees and in general to advance the 

integration of the newcomers so that they will continue to be an asset to the Jewish 

community and to the United States in a year of increasi~.g problems brought on by war. 

The foregoing is merely an outline of the needs of the United Jewish AnpeaJ. 

agencies as of this date. As in the past, the developments of war will have their 

direct effect on these programs, opening up new avenues of help, creating new entergencies 

for prompt remediaJ. action. In an hour when the world stands on the threshold of events 

which will shape civiliz~tion for many decades to come, we must be prepared to render 

the type of service and leadership in behalf of the United Je~nsh Appeal that will 

assure the constructive solution of the Jewish problem and the fulfillment of respon­

sibilities upon which the destiny of the House of Israel so largely depends . 

., 

WILLI.AM ROSENWALD 

RABBI .ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

R.A.13:BI JONAH B. WISE 

National Chairmen 
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.J scribin,., the thr8e - oi t basis on ~hich the lie ist ...,:ueriency 'oWL..i tt_ee will 

carry its battle against t P fal 0 stin<> ,1 ite rapP.r to t.he country, .ur . eiilver declarAd 

11 t at it ould be r"'pu nant to the con co tio of the Four Fre,.do s that, ou tsidP o~ :U, 

t e xis-do in<J.t 0 d nations, a.lostin° shovlu bPCO.'.llP thf> one land on earth whr->r(s 

b sp,:,ci ic lo•islation, Jaws are dpbarrod fro 
adwission . n 
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In thP course of is stateu."'nt , is first ann u Cf'went of po ic , .r • .J i lvor 

said : 

11 he fi rst and J.Ua.jor objpctive at this ti P of t ,..e Zi oni st ;:, er ency 'o -

mitt e is to s cur e the aper policy , due to :o into p f"''ect 

in ... ay , 1944 . o ...a.nife tly u ju t and illof;al is that docu 0 nt t at J f eel con-

v 
fiaent t at we shall 18.Vf' thP wb;olehearted coopPration o~ a ll ws , whet hPr Zi onist 

or non- lionist, in p 0 ali - f or its ter~ination. 

11 Thf' 1hi tP apr-> r was issuod in 1. , 1939 as th0 cli 

ro ra of the Ch , Prlain ovprnllient . 
✓ 

pl ete stoppa~f' of Jpwish ion...i~ra tion into a:Pstin°, the pro1 ioition of th sale 

of lnn to Jews and th~ rPvision of th0 &ovprn...0 ntal tructure de i 6 nPd to f reez 

t ' i!=> Je, s i nto a pprLl8.n nt minorit • 

11 The wost pffective conde..anation of th ~ihite -aper , as voic d y h.r . iin ton 

Chur chill in the tous of Corm-one wh .n it as f irst issued . h · an~nt ... .a.nda tP.s 
1,./ 

'oLWissi on, th int rnational ody which a lone was Mt"§. pt'J~1 bi.,,.._ to ju 

eejeCCf~@'ty, as escri Pd the ,i' ite apPr as violation of the 1,.andate un er 

which reat uritain ad....i.nister s alPst ine as tho Jpv1ish 1; tional rlo· e . 

1 h era of appeaseuont was n ed when it ·was reco nized t.o.t subu ission to 

injustic coul only lead to injustice. rhis war is bein fought 

sot at justice rathPr than expediency 

11 ,Ve shall a pea l to our Ol'ln ,; ovprnupnt to seek the suspension of the ,lhit 

ape r . Our claims arP bas don t he se grounds: 1) that by i ntPrnational cov nant 

~reat oritain can :nake no changes i n thA status of alPstinP without the consent of 

the un · ted tatP.s gover 0 nt. The hi t e per on alPstine is n co plPte rPVPrsa l 
~ 

..+rl,-e""'t!'1:m"l,i,-.i~~...J;.a;t~; 2) that it .:•01a1la """ repugnant to the concPpt of th,,. our 

,reedous that outside oft e .xis - do in~ted nations} a les~in should becomp the 

one land on earth e PCific lP is lation, ,Jews a r debarred f ro adu1ise ­

ion . ' ) (3) that int n face of the 
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disaster~· that have b,:,fa l len tho Je1s of ~urope undPr • itlPr they svould be 

deprived of the hope of evPntually findin
0 

pP.aCe and frP. do in th Jewish hom,,.land . 

11 he er~ency o · ittee for Zionist ffaira intends to mobil i zP 1 the 

,ner iee and resources of er i can ew y durin' the n°xt SPVPn onths to prev 0 nt 

mat wou l d be the grP.ntest miacar r ia e of ·ustice in our day and the ost razen 

repudiation of th. sanctity of covenant • 

11 he United ·ations , l ,:,d by our o,m ovPrn:.u,,.nt , have continuously PXpressPd 

thoir syw.pe.thy for th,:, JP.wish p,,.op l e i n its intolPrable pli ht undpr Hi t l ,-r b 'hat 

syDpathy has not een -- it has be 0 n said , could not be -- translated into action 

t rou"h thP. rAaCUP of tho J ws who are bing steadily exterwinatE>d• Toi plpu,,.nt 

the ,1hite per on ·alPstino at this tim would bP. to mock t the dead and to 

acorn the livin
0

• 

II le nave eVpry hop€' that under 

wi th thE" symgo.theti 
,--

' rim.,, .. ini stPr Churchill this blow to the 
A 

Jewish people 



REPO~ OF 

j THE PALESTINE C('W.iISSION 

J. The Conference Resolution 

The adoption of the Palestine Resolution bf the jmerican Jewish 

Conference on September 1. 1943 was the first in a aeries of events which pro­

j ected the issues of Palestine into the forefront of discussion both in this 

_country and abroad. The significance of the Conference decision can now be 

evaluated in the light of the action which followed the Conference and which 

was stimulated and reinforced by it, 

The gathering in New York in September, 1943, and its clear and 

decisive pronounpement on the subject of Jewish rights to Palestine, must be 

regarded as a turning point in the fight for the assertion of those rights. ;t 

gave the 81gna.). for advance and action - tor a nation-wide program of education 

and enlightenment on the -Jewish position, which was climaxed on October 15th by 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt•s hietoric declaration identifying the 

American people with the Conference Resolution on Pa'lestine end pledging hia 

efforts for its reali;at ion. 

~he talestine Resolution itself was neither new nor revolutionary, 

The declaration 1n favor of the Jewish CoIIJIOOnwealth was, 1n fact. a reaffirme.­

t ion of the' resolution ad0pted a quarter of a centw:-y ago, when American Jews 

had aeae~bled in the American ~eWish Congress to prepare for the peace that was 

to follow the first World War. The phrase "Jewish Comnonwealth" was one that 

.-- had been employed by President Wilson on March 3, 1919. That reaffirmation of 

a past resolve was necessitated by the deterioration of the Jewish position. 

In the ~wenty-five yeara between the two wars, the implementation of the firSt 

resolution had been defeated by a continuous abridgment of the righta promised 

in the Balfour Declaration and the L1andate for Palestine. 

On the eve of the first session of the :American Jewish Conference, 

Palestine was in the bands of unfrieDdly adminia'trators determined to arrest · 

the progress of the JeWish development, to congeal the Jewish p0pulation into 

a permanent minority, a policy which would transform the Jewish National Home 

into a ghetto. The White Paper issued by the Ohamberlain gc,vernment in the 

1939 era of apPeasement was being severely enforced. The local authoriti~~ 

had launched a propaganda war to d~ecredit the Jewish people 1n an effort to 

alienate the •~athies of the United Nations from the Jews. Jewish contribution 

to the war effort had been discouraged and later its magnitude and significance 

had been minimized, Under disc\U3sion in the Near East was a pr0posal that a 
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statement be issued by the lea.dint; powers commanding silence on the future of 

Palestine until the end of the war. This would have ailenoed proteste and per­

mitted the White Paper to become effective without challenge. It had even been 

suggested in some quarters that the Conference itself refrain from action on 

Palestine, on the ground of military necessity, 

These aggressions against Jewish hopes for reconstruction in the post­

'War world dictated the reaffirmation which issued from the American Jewish Confer­

ence o But that reaffirmation was more than a reaction to external stimuli. It 

was a clarification and a crystallization of the viewpoi~t of American Jewry. 

~hat millions of .&nerican Jews were interested in the development of 

Palestine was an accepted fact, but the extent of that interest was not always 

· clear. Some had been moved by sentimental considerations and by pbilanthropie 

impulses, by an interest 1n Jewish education and culture and religion and the 

need for a Jewish center in which these might have a foundation; and some by a 

desire to open up new avenues of self-expression for a people whose economic 

opportunities had been severely restricted in a hazardous existence on the 

periphery of a contracting economy in Europe. And in the years which followed 

H1tler1s advent to power, there was growing conoern over the plight of Jewish 

refugees and their need for sanctuary. 

But there appeared to be a differentiation between those whose interest 

in Palestine was purel7 philanthr0pic, cultural and eoonomic, and those who 

accepted the classical Zionist position. This apparent gulf between those who 

were· concerned sole~ with Jewish needs and those who were concerned with Jawish 

rights was exploited by forces antagonistic to both. Tho great significance of 

the action of the Conference was its recognition that the satisfaction of Jewish 

needs was predicated on the assertion and establishment of Jewish rights and 

that the two could not be separated iii l.ogio-tight compartments. 

Implicit, moreover, in the Conference resolution, waa the recognition 

that conciliatory tactics had been unavailing in the past and that there was a 

call for a more aggressive approach, not only to the Mandatory Power, but to 

the United Nations. 



- · 3 -

II. Reaction t o t~e Besolution 

The Conference declaration marked the beginning of the mobilization 

of .American Jewry 1n support of Jewish aspirations to Palestine. It was, on the 

whole, warmly received by the Jews of this country and abroad and while, in the 

debate which ensued, there were inevitably released foreea of diasent, thea• 

expressions cannot begin to compare in signif'ican oo with t,he nation-wide ·affirmer­

t ions of approval stimulated on a vast scale throughout the country. 

All but a few of the 64 organizations affiliated with the Conferen~ 

adopted resolutions ratifying the Palestine Resolution. The American Jewish 

Oonmittee was the only one to withdraw, giving as one ·of its reasons, its dia­

agreement with the timeliness of tho resolution. The Interim Committee, in a 

statement ma.de public on November ?th, replied to the Committee, and it is un­

necessary to elaborate on the differences in this report. It should be noted, 

however, that the Jiinerican Jewish Comnittee was severely criticized in many 

communities for its withdrawal from the Conference, and a number of its oonst~ 

tuent organizations withdrew, including the Rabbinical JLSijembly of kuerica, the 

United Synagogu.e of jmerica, Radassah, the Independent Order of :Brith A1Dlrah8.m, 

the Free Sons of Israel, the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, 

the National Women 1e League of the United Synagogue of .America, and the Grand 

Lodge of Brith Sholo~, a charter member of the Oomnittee. In addition, more 

than a. score of Oo!D[Di.ttee members resigned, including Ba.bbi ~.L. Levinthal, iean 

of .American rabbis and one of the five founding members of the Oommittee in 1906 • 

.At .the Conference, del~ates of the Jewish Labor Committee and the 

National Council of Jewish Women had abstained from voting on the Palestine Reso­

lution, and subsequent to the Conference, the Jewish Labor Comnittee, while con,.. 

t inuing in the Conference and cooperating "in all matters which are within the 

scope of the Jewish Labor Committee and in accordance with its deciliona", did 

not participate in the Interim Co.amittee or the Palestine Oomniseion. 

The National Council of Jewish Women considered the subject of Pales­

tine for the first time in more than a half a century at its 17th triennial con­

vention in Chicago in November. It adopted a resolution calling for the abrogation 

of the White Paper , favori~ unrestricted immigration of Jews into Palestine and 

the 11 uninterrupted and continued upbuilding of Palestine in the spirit of the 

:Balfour Declaration." (See Appendix I. for text) 

~he g0verning bodies of four organizations, the :B tna1 B 'rith, the Union 

of .American Hebrew Congregations. the National Council of Temple Sisterhoods and 

the Oentral Conference of JUnerioan BabbiB, refrained as organization■ from action 

on the Palestine Resolution end reaffirmed neutrality. (See ~ppendix A for text) 



tu. The Be,ginp.ing of Implementation 

111med.iatel1 after the Conference recessed, a delegation representing 

the Conference formally eubmitted the resolutions adopted 'by the delegates to 

Secretary of State Cordell Ihll, In Wa~ihg\ort, a short time later, Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver, O¥irma.n of the Palestine 0<?~•sion, announced the openin~ of a fight tor 

the abrogation of the White Paper. 

Spearhead of that attack was the .Amer'ican Zionist Emergency Council, 

political and public relations instrumentality for the four maJor Zionist bodies, 

the Zionist Or&anization of .America, the Hadassah, Women's Zionist OrganiZation 

of America, the Mizrachi Or,;aniae.t ion of America, and the Poal~Zion Zeire-Zion. 

Under t~e auspices of the O:>uncil, which is headed by Dr. Stephen S. Vliee, Oo­

Ohairman of the Interim Oommi t tee of the .American Jewish Conference, and Dr. Silver• 

there were formed Emergency Comnittees for Palestine in many cities of the United 

States. The number of local committee·s · grew rapidly and by the Spring of thil 

year, it totalled 215. In addition, many communities were represented in borough, 

county and state organizations, so that contact was eventually established with 

311 communities in 42 states, 

~hese oomnittees consisted not only of Zionist leaders, but also of 

many community leaders who were in sympathy with the Zionist program, but who 

had not hitherto been engated in Zionist activity. Some 2000 persons in all 

were e:or,olled in advancing the program. 

l3ut before the struggle against the White Paper policy had '3\'en bee;un , 

and as if to anticipate it, the lVIandatory Power announced a modification of its 

policy on November 10th. The l,iarch 31st deadline of the White Paper -was post­

poned. It was announOEd that inasmuch as the full 75,000 certificates had not 

been used during the five year period, the effective date on the ban of Jewish 

immigation into Palestine would be postponed until the quota,was filled. The 

land restrictiona remained unchanged, As of that date, the number of certifi­

cates outstanding was 31,078. Basically 1 while this was the first major con­

cession on the part of the 11andatory since 1939, the White paper policy had not 

been changed and the action merely resulted in an intensification of effort 

against that policy. 

~ta meeting of the Interim Committee of the American Jewish 

Conference on November 23rd, the following resolution was adopted: 

ffThe Interim Committee of the .American Jewish 
Conference directs its Palestine Oommission to undertake immediately 
a program for the mobilization of Amert can public opinion, against 
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the British White ?aper of 1939 on ?al estihe. The Palestine 
Commission is authorized t o se t up such machinery and to take 
such steps as will reflect the decision of the .American Jewish 
Conferen oo as expressed in i t s Bal estine Resolution, to use 
its utmost resources to bring about the withdrawal of the White 
Paper. 11 

Previously , however, on October 17th, the Interim Committee bad 

determined that the Commissions might "utilize the services and seek the co­

operation of existing agencies. 11 Accordingly, at the first meeting of the 

Palestine Commission held on December 1st, the Ohair was authorized to advise 

the delegates of the action of the Interim Committee of November 23rd endorsing 

the work of the Council with respect to the White paper, and a communication 

was then sent by the Chairman of the Commission to the Conference delegates, 

requesting them to serve on their local Emergency Oommit~ees for Palesti~, 

and detailing the work to be carried forward. 

During t his period there was considerable discussion as to the dir­

ection of the campaign. There we.re 11ome who argued that effort s should be 

concentrated on the fight against the V:hite Paper per se and that for the 

time being discussion on the ultimate political objective, a Jewish Comnonwealth 

in Paleitine, · ■hould be deferred. In aupport of this view, it was contended that 

there was no conflict in opinion on this issue. that all segments. of .American 

Jewry coul~ unit e without a dissenting voice to disturb unanimity. It was 

suggested in -.d.dition that this was the immediate question which called for a 

concentrated attack. Thus, Within the Conference, although there was only one 

Conference resolution and it did not separate the issues , there were some who 

felt tha t t wo comnissions ihould be established, one to concern itself with the 

White Paper fight and the other to devote its attention to ultimate political 

objectives. On the other hand, it was pointed out that an att ack against the 

V, hite ?aper was purely negative and of greater concern was the nature of the 

policy which would be substituted for the \.hite ?aper. It we.s not the 1iihite 

Paper itself , for there had been many Vihite ?apers, but the White Paper policy 

which was under attack, and that attack, it was pointed out, should carry v,i th 

it the affirmation of a positive policy lest in the absence of such a stat ement 

there should be substituted for the current 1,hite Pape~ another document 

differing from it only in degree. 

These issues came to a head at a meeting called by the .American 

Zionist :Emergency Council in Cleveland in Noveml)er attended by the l eaders of· 

more than 100 Emergency Committees for ?alestine, and during the course of a 

t wo-day discussion, it was determined by an overwhelming vote to be guided by 
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the position of the .AmeriCBn Jewish Conference. It was agreed that only those 

who subscribed to the Conference resolution would be invited to serve on these 

committees. 

At the meeting of the Palestine Commission held on January 3rd in 

New York, the Oomnission voted: 

"The Palestine Oommi.ssion shall not do the day-b~dEcy" 
work, but shall do the political and educational WQI'k in order to 
mobilize American Jewry for the support of the Conference program 
in relation to Palestine. To that end, the American J ~,wish Con­
ference shall be fully utilized for the organization of mass 
activities in support of legislative action deemed necessary to 
implement the Palestine Resolution." 

Such legislative action was soon to begin. 
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Simultaneously, the ConferEnce addr essed a plea to all members of 

Congres s in which it wa s pointed out th~t the resolutions ex­

pressed in ess ence the resolution adopted by the Conference last 

September and with this crn:-imunico.ti on went the text of the 

original Po.lcstine Resolution of the Con fer ence. At the same 

tine, corununications wer e nddressed t o the editors of six hundred 

lendin g mnerican newspapers urging editorial endorsement. Lett ers 

were sent to the organizations affiliated with the Conference and 

to the Conferenc e delegates requesting them to join in the drive . 

Hearings on the resolution were scheduled in the House 

Commi tt ec 011 Foreign .. ('i.ffo.irs for February 7th o..nd in :i.dvc..nce of 

this session, the Conference sent telegrams to its affiliated 

organizations urging them t o give expression to their support. 

Mc..n y org2nizntions 2nd individuals responded and seldom 

has Congress wi tnessed 2n emphatic expr ession of such volume. 

Representa tive Sol Bloora, Chnirmo.n of the Com~i ttee on Foreign 

Affairs, o. sserted that of the thous o.nds of comnunicntions nnd 

telegr2□s received, only ten registered opposition. 

In the hearin gs of the House Coramittee, which were held 

FebrUc'.1ry 7th o.nd 8th a.nd whi ch were rosui:wd the following vreek, 

the position of I\nericnn JE.viry ns recorded by the Conference 

r esolution WcJ.S given special attention. While the issues involved 

were discussed and dcbntad on their merits, me□be~s ~ f Congress 

wero naturally int er ested in 2scertnining the vi ewpoint of the 

mn j ori ty of iunericnn J evJS , par t icularly in view of the pres enta. t i on 

of the dissenting viewpoints by the Lr::erican Council f or Judaisr.1 

and the llr:ierican J ewish Co1:1rn i ttee . I n opening the debnt e , Dr. 

Silver declared thnt he was speaking f or the □illi ons of J ews 

r epresented in the Conferenc e . The Conference resolution was r end 

into the record by Dr. Isr!:!. el Goldst ein, Co-Chnirmm of the 

Conference Interira Comraitt ee , who described in detail the action 

of the Conference and its r epresentative ch~rncter. 



11 If there are among Americen Jews some voices of dissent, 
be they ever so loud, or so often repeet ed or emane.ting from men of 
wealth and high social position, they must always be evaluated in 
their true proportion, as represent ing l ess than 10 per cent of 
.American Jewry1

11 Dr. Gold ::: tein said., 

Others who spoke of the Conference position during the hearing were 

Dr. Wise, Dr. James G. Reller of Cincinnati, Mr. Herman Shulman and I.,ir. Louis 

Lipsky, all members of the Interim Committee of the Conference. 

l,Ir. Lipsky was the concluding spokesllfl.n. Iiteeting the arguments which 

had been presented in behalf of the .American Council for Judaism by¥~. Lessing 

Rosenwald, r,r~. Lipsky said: 

" I happen to be an official of the American Jewi&h Confer­
ence that conducted the elections. We devised a system of democratic 
representation, of proportional group representation within the Confer-­
ence. We created. a Conference which gave an opportunity to every group 
to express its opinion. We represented, according to our calculations -
tv,o and a .. half million. Jews. •.ill ·tJ:ie national· or gani~at ~or.s .. wi .t'h ·the' -
exception- of two were inclui: .. €d •.. It w.::.s. the .- most im?rel!lsiYti ce~e1nonial · 
act on the pert of the Jewisr. peopj_e when they voted on the Pc:1.}.es i-in e 
Resolution. And the vote on the Pa lestine Resolution was taken after 
there had been three days 1 deliberation in a sub-committee in which 
some of these men, who subsequently did not vote, participated in the 
debate. They participated on the floor by ma.king statements and 
declarations ••• 

11 l,ir. Rosenwald testified here that he represented, after 
an effort, after an expenditure of quite a good deal of money, the 
achievements of 2 , 500 Jews who had registered. wi th the ~erican Council 
for Judaism - 2,500 a s aga inst the 2,500,000 Jews who were in the 
American Jewish Conference. 

11 If that is dissension, then the United States is a seething 
maelstrom of dissension. If that is dissension, England today, in the 
midst of the war, is a turbulent revolutionnry country. If tha t is 
dissension, where a very insignificant minority refuses to abic-.e by 
a majority rule, then of course we have dissension. In any well-
ordered democracy that would be regarded as disorderliness, not dis­
sension, and that is the refusal on the part of eccentric persons to 
abide by the majority rule." 

The witnesses in behalf of the resolution based their arguments for 

its adoption on the need for a reaffirmation of the historic .American policy on 

Palestine. Its necessity, they argued, was COIIl!llanded by the tragedy of the 

Jews of Europe, its wiadc.-ra vindicated by the great develo-prn.ent of Palestine 

in the quarter of a century following the Ba lfour Declara tion, its timel iness 

emphasized by the threatened repudiation of the promise implicit in the White 

Paper policy. 

The OpPosition to the resolution came mainly from two sources, the 

American Council for Judaism and the spokesmen for pab groups. Mr. Rosenwald 

proposed to elimina te from the resolution references to the 11 Jewish people , !! 

He acce.pted the firs t part of the resolution · calling for the opening of ?e:.e.3-

tine ' s (1.oors to ,Jews ,, He Wc.s willing to have Pa lestine constituted a s a. f:r e;;i 



"Jewish people." His. a.dvoc ::: cy of Jewish immigrn tion into Pnlestine 

wns bo.sed solely on the proposit i on th~t the VJhi te Po.per W['.S o. 

discrimination ngninst the J ews ~s such. 

Mr. Rosenwald conceded tho.the r epresented o. minority 

viewpoint. He estimated the membership of the Council nt thnt time 

:-"1. t only 2 ,500. But Rabb i Louis Wolsey of Phikdelphio., who followed 

him the next dny, wns not so fro.nk. No one, he maintained, could 

sny where the r1ajori ty of J\merican Jews stood. He had not t al-rnn n 

"stntistic 11 of Juncrican Je-wish opinion. Like Mr. Rosenw2.ld, Rabbi 

Wolsey wns fearful of the consequences of Jewish na tionhood in 

Po.lestine. 11 Jews, 11 he said, "would be subject to suspicion nnd 

prejudice ::md, 11 he continued, "my position in Iunerica becomes 

equivocnl. 11 

·rhe ,'\nerico.n Jewish Committee did not mnl-rn an 1:tppeL1r nncc 

before the Congressiono.l Committee, but submitted a memornndum in 

which it urged abrogation of the British White Po.per c.nd fr ee 

Jewish immigrntion under nn internc.tionc.l trusteeship. It proposed 

nn a,mendmont to provide "for an interno.tionnl trusteeship respons.,, 

iblc t o the United N2tions," and it nsked tho.t 11 fin o.l determinnti an 

of the con troversial question of the Jewish Cor:unonweo.lth be 

deferred." 

:.t the concluding sessions of the House Comr;1 i tt ec on 

Februnry 15th and 16th, spokesmen f or the Arnb position mo.de it 

clear that Arnb opposition t o t he resolution wns directed against 

not only the declaration in f [.tvor of n J ewish Commonwealth, but 

o.gainst r el nxn tion of curbs o. ge. inst J ewish irm-:iigro.tion. This 

testimony and the belligerently-couched protests from the Arab 

stntes whi ch c.:tme later, rendered unten nble the arguments of those 

who, in urging deletion of the Commonwe.'..'. l th clmJse fr or:1 the reso­

lution, ho.d con tended that relinquishment of poiiticnl ob j ectives 

would induce the ,\rabs t o £?. ccept Jewish i mmigra tion into Pc,lcstine. 

On the contro.ry, it strengthened the position of those who nsserted 

thnt J ewish i mmigro. tion into P:1- lestine could be predic:J.ted 

l ogic ['.,lly on ly on the creation of the requisite political conditions, 

on the nssertion tha t Palestine must in the future become n ~ewish 

Commonwealth o.nd tha t ndmissi on of Jews into thnt country nust be 

grented ns of political right and not vouchs~f ed o.s a philanthropic 
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'Thus the debate on the r esoluti on s before the CGngression­

al Cor:1n i tt ee clo..rifi cd :m issue on whicl?- mo.ny ho.d been confus ed. 

While the Comr:1onwcalth in P:.1. l ustin c f --1 llowed Jewish immigro..tion in 

time , it preceded it i11 l ogic, f or nuss J ewish ir:unigru.tion into 

Pal estine presupposed accep t anc e of the principle tha t Palestine 

wa s t o become the Jewish Nationcl Hooe . 

At the conclusion of the hearings, it was indicated thnt o. 

grea t ma j ority of Congr essmen favored the adoption of the r esolution, 

judging fr om the expressions which many mnde t o the Confer ence, to 

other advoca tes of the r e solution nnd t o their constituents. Only 

in a few isol 2. t ed c2s es wo. s there any suggestion tha t t he reso­

lutions be o.r.rnnded t o climin nte the words 11 J ewish Corm:10nwenl th", in 

nccordo.nce with t he proposal made by representa tives of the Americnn 

Coubcil f or Judaism. 

Before o..cting on tho r es olutions, Congr essional l eaders 

moved t o ascertain the position J f the Executive Br anch of the 

Goverm1ent. The Chairmo.n of the Sen c.. t e Foreign Rel :J. ti on s Cor:mi ttee 

wrote t o the War o.nd Sta t e Depart□ents s oliciting their opinion. 

~t nn executive session of the Sen a te Committee on ~Gbruary 23rd, 

Gen. Georg e c. Marshall, Chi ef of St~ff, presented □ilitary 

objections t o action Qt this ti□e. His testi□ony WQS preceded on 

February 7th by n c o□□un icntion fr om Secrct~ry of Wnr Henry Stins on 

and one fr om Seereto'.J. ry of State Cordell Hull. Socretary Hull Is 

l ett er, it wc. s r eport eci. , vms its elf n c-n-cor.11:1i ttal, r ef erring rwr cJy 

t o the position of the ~nr Dcpnrtr nt . However, this occasioned 

soli1G surprise, inasr:mch o..s he had not off er ed any objections t r:i the 

introduction of the resolution when his ndvicc was sought by its 

proponents in advance of the r esolution' s introduction. The 

objections of these offici o.ls, it ·was l earn ed on good o.uthori ty , 

did not ga t o the nerits of the resolution, but were conc erned s olely 

with the question of tiraeliness. 

Gen. Mo.rsho.11 1 s pos ition as Chief of Sto._ff c C1.rri es with it 

the grave resp onsibility f or the prosecution of the wnr to the end 

that vict ory nay be 2ttnincd with the gre~t est speed and with a 

1:1ini□um of s~crificc. 'The doctrine of mili b .. '. ry nec essity, ther ef or e .9 

is eloquent and irrefutable. However, there were s ome observers, 
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po.rticulo.rly in the libeTc.l o.nd progressive press, who wer e qui cl'\ 

t o register their conviction t h2. t o. f' a1i1 iliar pa ttern was being 

followed, that, in r e2.lity, political cc,nsiderntions were the 

compelling f '-1. ctors c.nd thc.t a rguments of □ili t nry n ecessity were n 

mn sk f or p2litico.l opposition. 

Critics of the Wnr Department's intervention were skeptica l 

of its n ecessity. It wet s r eco..lled that when the Giraud i\.dmini­

stro.tion in North Afric c. failed t o reinstate the Crc□ieux Lnw, it 

wo.s them nrgu ed tho. t reinsta tcnent of citi zenship rights for Jews 

in North Africa would o.ffront the Ar abs. In th2t instc.nce, 

nilitary expedience ho.d been invoked t o justify the denial of one 

of the rights f or which the United Nations were fighting. When 

the Cr cr.1 i eux L ::'..Yl fin ally wo. s r einsta ted 2.ft cr r:10..ny nonths of un­

necess c.ry del ay, it was f ound tha t there was no basis f or the f ours 

of disturbanc e o.nd it t h8n be cane known tho. t the opposition flowed 

not fr om ~r c.bs, but fr om r eactionary French l enders who hnd s ought 

f or 1:12.ny yenrs to dri vc a wedg e be t ween the 1\rab and Jewish 

populc tions in North hfric n . 

Af t er the Dur Depnrt□ent hnd r e corded its objections, there 

suddenly cnme n barrage of pr otests against the Congressiona l 

r e s olutions fro□ the Arab Stnt es. llthough the Arabs in Palestine 

were silent ~nd, nccordin g t o s ane n ewspnpcr dispatche s fr om tha t 

country, o.ppeared t o bG i ndifferen t t o poli ticc1.l dcv8lopr,1en ts, the 

neighboring Arnb stc.tes , which ')wed their independenc e t o the first 

Wo rld Wnr and which wer e perhQpS the gr eQtest beneficiari es of the 

pence t ha t f cllovrnd tha t vro.r, were now engn[;ed in n de t er mined 

eff ort t o deny fulfilln ent of t he pledges which we r e mo.de t o the 

J ewish peopl e in the 1914-18 conflict. 

·rhes e cormmnicntions were r e1:1inisccnt of the intimidations 

of the period be t ween 1936 and 193 9, when !,rab ngi ta t ors, in spired 

by t he po. i d pr opagandists of the Nazi-Fascist machine, succeeded in 

terrorizin g the Manda t ory Power into a breach of its trusteeship of 

Palestine , f orcing the issuanc e of the Chn□berlain White Paper of 

1939.. ·rheir disposition s o boldly t o thrca. ten the United Nations nt 

this tine , in the f ace of the assur ed victory of the United Nntions, 

l ed □any t o inquire whether they had not bean cn cournged t o pursue 

thi s course by those who f nvor ed perpetuation of the Bhite Paper. 
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The intervention of t he ~r ab Sta t es on this issue provoked 

resentmen t in the Hall s 0f Congr ess. SenQt or Wagn er □c t a request 

t o withdraw his r esolution with the pointed declnr a ti ~n th~t "Con~ 

gress which f or r:1•) r e than a century ha s been ['.ble t o r each its own 

conclusions without advic e fro□ of f ici o.ls of f or eign na ti~ns, is 

fully able t o rea ch a wis e conclusicm in tbl.s n:i. tt er which v1ill be in 

o.ccord with the wishes of the i,merico.n peopl e . 11 

Congr e ss□nn Ro.nulf Compton of Ccnn ectic~t, co-spons or of 

the r esolution, c~ncurring with Sena t or Nagn er 1 s rej ection of tho 

Iraqi prot 0; st, observed that "My first thought upon lea.ring of the 

pr otests of the Egyptian, Iraqi, Syric.n and Lebanon GovermJents, 

wa s that thes e pr ot ests nay well have been inspired by the British 

Government, v,rhich is in control in those countries. 11 

·rhis w:ts the situ[ltion enrly in lVfo. rch nnd the Mnrch 31st 

deadlin e of tho Whi t e P['.per was f a st cpproaching. There was a 

clear necessity f or s o□e word which would a t once r eas sure the 

J ewish peopl e that their hopes wer e not t o be crushed and which 

would , a t the s ame time, disabuse the leaders of the .Arab State s of 

the na tion th2t t he l ~st word hQd been spoken en Pal estine in 1939. 

·rhe sugg estion tha t thi s word night now be delayed r:-i ight in its elf 

be interpr et ed as a declnr ntion of policy ini□icnl t o the J ews. 

Continued silenc e on the part of the United Nations on the subj ect 

of Pal estin e n ight be construed in some qua~ters, a s a cquiescenc e i n 

t he status quo . ·rhus, si l ence its elf would become a political act 

and the f orces which wer e ur gin g it i n the name of □ili tary 

exp edi ency wer e , perhaps , unwittingl y , f or gi ng political policy. ·- . 

·Ther e wa s n clear annl ogy bct rreen tho pr es ent situa tion 

and t ho. t of 1939, when the ~hr ec. t of milit .-:i.. r y disturbance had f orced 

political surr ender. Many now turn ed t o Pres i dent Roo s evelt, who 

had been f or millions of oppr e s sed pe,)pl es the.: synbol nnd standar d­

bearer f or their hopes of post-war reconstruction. Fro□ all parts of 

t he United Sta t es went plea s t o the Pr esident f or a clarification of 

Unit ed St a t es policy on the pr omises of the past and the hopes of 

t he futur e . Tha t policy had become obscure and anbiguous within 

the l ast year, by rea son of a silence t oo lon g continued. 
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V. l~e President •it Statement of Marqh 9th 

i\ was followin&; this wide-spread public expression that President 

Roosevelt received Dr. ~ise and Dr. Silver on March 9th and authorized them to 

issu~, on hiB behalf, a statement in wh~ch t~e Unite4 ltate~ Government for~ii1 

asserted its non-ooncurrenoe with the Chamberlain White Paper of 1939 and o! 

greater UpifS.cance, renewed hope that Jewish aspirations to Palestine would be 

realized in the post-war reconstruction. The statement follows: 

"The President authorized us to say that the .American 
Government has never given its approval to the White Paper of 1939. 

11 The President is hapPy that the doors of Palestine are today 
open to Jewish refugees and that when future decision• are reached, full 
justice will be done to those who •eek a Jewish National Home, for which 
our Government and the .American people have always had the deepest sympathy 
and today more than ever, in view of the tragic plight of hundreds of 
thousands of homeless Jewish refugees•" 

The President's statement broke a long ailenoe, averted ita prejudicial 

consequences and opened the door to a clarification ~f .American policy. At no time 

since the issuance of the White Paper of 1939 aad our Government formally registered 

any objection to it. In recent years, there bad been a tendency on the part of 

officials of our Government to avoid~ reference to the Jewish National Home. 

Accordingly, the President's statement, which came after all the Arab protests 

had been received, dispelled the illU8ion fostered by Near East propagandists that 

the United States had abandoned the interest it affirmed in 1922, when Oongress 

unanirll>usly approved the establishment ot a Jewish National Home in Palestine. 

It served notice that the liquidation of Jewish rights to Palestine contemplated 

in the White Paper must be arrested. It strengthened the position of that sectioh 

of British leadership and public opinion which concurred with Prime Minister 

Churchill's condemnation of the White Paper as a "breach and repudiation" of the 

Balfour Declaration of 1917. It relaxed tensions created by the intervention of 

the Departm€'nte of War and State. 

It should be noted that newe of the President ts statement was censored 

in the Near East for six days and publication was withheld in the Jewish press, 

although Arab papers were permitted to print criticism of it. 

A number of Congressmen felt that if the President felt free to make 

such a statement, the ban on Congressional action was unjustified. _ However, on 

March 17th, the Bouse Committee on Foreign Affairs formally announced that it would 

take no action nat this time11 on the Wright-Compton resolution. "Advice and infor­

mation given to us by those responsible for the conduct of the war, have convinced 

the Committee that action upon the Palestine resolution at this time would be 

unwisa, 11 the Committee stated. This action followed the receipt of a letter from 
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Secretary of War Stimson, dated Harch 17th, which stated, 

11 Coneerning our conversation with respect to House Resolut i ons 
4_18 and 419, it is the .considered judgment of the W~ Depa.rtme_nt that 
without reference to · the mei;-its of the se resolutions, further action on 
them at this time would be prejudicial to the successful prosecution of 
the war •11 · · 

Oomnenting on this action, Representative Wright, co-sponsor of the 

resolution, said: 

11 We are not military strategists and we cannot oppose our 
judgment ·on military matters to the judgment of our military leaders. 

11:Bu.t this must not be considered a judgment upon the merits. 
Eventually - and I hope soon ... we must decide whether or not we 11'-iBh to 
maintain the position we took in the resolution of 1922 and in the con­
vention of 1925. The claim to Palestine is a just one and any objection 
which the Arabs make to it are invalid. AS soon as the military position 
improves, it is the obligation of the House to take affirmative action on 
the Palestine resolution. 11 

This, in essence, was the position taken on March 21st by the Interim 

Committee of the American Jewish Conference. The previous clay the Palestine Com-• 

mission adopted a resolution welcoming the President ts March 9th statement and 

expressing the hope that the military authorities would soon, consistent with the 

realities of the situation, withdraw their objections so that Congress could act 

on the resolutions . The resolution was adopted by the Interim Oomnittee on March 

21st. (See Appendix ) 

.A.t a White Bouse press conference on March 28th, the President asserted 

that his views on Palestine, as given to Dr. Wise and Dr, Silver on March 9th, con­

formed to the position of the war Department and did not conflict with it. He 

accepted the military objection to act i on at this time as a temporary bar . The 

polit i cal question was one to ~ e worked out i n the f ut ure i n connect i on with the 

peace , 

The military bar did not continue long. Following inquirie8 made to t he · 

War Department by representatives of t he American ~ionist Emergency OounoH and by 

Senators Wagner and Taft, Secretary Stimson wrote to Senator Taft on October 10th~ 

11 I do feel that the military consider at i ons which led t o my 
previous action opposing the passage of this resolut ion are not as 
strong a factor now as they were then. In my judgment, political 
considerations now outweigh the military, and the issues should be 
determined upon the political rather than the military. 11 

Thus, fawrable action on the resolutions may be expected in the not 

too distant future. 
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VI. The ~evelopment of Public Opinion 

The introduction of the Pe.lestine resolutions and the discussion ·which 

followed served to create throughout the country c:.n anareness of JeVIish achievement 

in Palestine and a sympathetic understanding of Jev,ish aspirations there. They 

focused attention on the problem nnd brought it to the fore., They evoked a mass 

demonstration on the part of American public opinion. , F.ditorials endorsing the 

resolutions were printed in hundreds of .American newspapers. Many Congressmen 

became the vigorous advocates of JeVTish Palestine and their expressions of support, 

given to the Conference, to the Americnn Zionist Emergency Council and to local 

Emergency Committees for Palestine, demonstrate that the resolutions would have 

been adopted by an overvrhelming majority in both Houses had they come to a vote. 

The volurne,"Arlerica and Palestine", published by the Council on October ·12th, dis­

closes that more than 400 Congressmen, 77 per cent of the 78th Congress, are on 

record in favor of Jevrish aspirations in Palestine. 

During the past yeaT, the ~neric~n Palestine Committee, the vehicle 

for the expression of the sympathy and good will of Christian America for the 

movement to re-establish the Je~ish National Home in Palestine, tripled its member­

ship and its activities have expanded. The Committee is headed by Senator Robert 

F. Wag ner, Chairman, c.nd Sen<'!.tor Charles L. McNary, Co-Chairman (Deceased). The 

Executive Council includes Dr. Daniel L. Marsh, Chairman, Professor Tiillimn F. 

Al bright, Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Mr. J. M. Blalock, Mrs. VJ'alker Ferguson, Dr. C~:rl 

J. Friedrich, Hon. William Green, Hon. Eric A. Johnston, Hon. William H. King, 

Hon. John~-~. McCormack, Mr. Philip Murray, Hon. Claude Pep .,er, Judge Frank A. 

Picard, Dr. Do.niel A. Poling, Miss Da~hne Robert, Monsignor John A. Ryan, Hon. 

Elbert D. Thomas, Hon. Arthur H. Vandenberg, Dr. Carl Hermann Voss and Dr. Mary 

E. Tioolley. Director of the Committee is Dean Howard M. Le Sourd. 

Local chapters of the American Palestine Committee have been formed in 

a number of cities. The Christian Council on Palestine, which is headed by 

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, has doubled its membershi p e.nd many outstanding .American 

clergymen are now actively enlisted in its r anks, all over the United States. 

Particularly gratifying has been the extent to which pen:;ons in liberal 

and progressive ranks in the United Stc.tes, who had previously been aloof, have 

become interested in Palestine. On March 9th, there w2s convened in Washington 

a National Conference on Palestine, which was sponsored by the American Palestine 

Committee, in cooperation with the American Federation of Labor, the Christian 

Council on Palestine, the Congress of Industrial Organization, the Free World 

Association, the Union for Democratic Action, the Unitarian Fellowship for Social 

,T'1stic0 ::md the UnitAd Chriqti.J.n Council for Democracy. 



-A- r1 
The National Conference identified itself with the program of the 

Palestine Resolution of the .America11 Jewish Conference. It declared: 

11 Vie reaffirm our faith in the spirit as well as the letter 
of the :Balfour Declaration and ask for a maximum Jewish immigration 
into Palestine and full OpPOrtunity for colonization and economic 
development. 

11 We reaffirm the traditional policy of our Government and 
ask for all effective measures to the end that Palestine rray be recon­
stituted by the Jawish people as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth." 

Adoption of the Congressional resolutions was urged ••at the earliest 

opportunity." 

Nearly 150 prominent Christians, who came from 75 comm.inities in 38 

states, attended the Conference, to study economic and political problems in 

Palestine. The dinner, that evening, was attended by some 800 persons, including 

many government officials, and was addressed, among others, by Vic&-President 

Henry A. Wallace. A continuing committee, headed by Dr. Daniel L. March of Boston, 

was created to carry on the Conference's work. Guests of the Conference reported 

back to their local COilllLUllit ies. They have become ambassadors of good will for 

Jewish Palestine, 

Thanks to the efforts of local Emergency Committees for Palestine, 

there have been hundreds of radio programs. meetings and forums on Palestine. 

tlore than 3,000 organizations have adopted sympathetic resolutions of one kind 

or another. 

Their activities T:Nly be gauged by the fact that in one city alone, 

Detroit, more than 22,000 postcards, and 19,000 letters are known to have been 

sent to Congressmen on the Palestine resolution, in addition to some 3,000 tele­

grams to the President. In the small comnunity of Meriden, Conn., there were 

12,000 letters. 

AS in England, where the British Labor Party recently issued a most 

vigorous pronouncement in favor of the Jewish position, .American labor leaders 

have come to the front in the battle for Jewish rights. 

Shortly after the .American Jewish Conference recessed, the .American 

Federation of Labor Council, meeting in Boston in October, adopted a resolution 

urging that the restrictions on Jewish immigration and settlement contained in 

the British White Paper of 1939 be withdrawn and that the Balfour Declaration be 

so implemented that the hopes and aspirations of the Jewish people to build their 

own Comnonwealth in Palestine be realized. 
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The CI0 in its national convention in Philadelphia l ast November 

assailed the 'F.1hi te Paper e.s "discriminatory, unfnir, unjust and 2. hindrance to 

the 1,--:nr effort" and gave its "wholehearted support" to the Americnn JeHish Confer­

ence. The United Automobile Workers, the largest union in the Borld, also con­

demned the Tihite Paper at its convention, nnd many other CI0 and A.F. of L. inter­

nations have declared themselves emphatically on the question. 

In the S:?ring, there v1r s formed the .American Jewish Trc.de Union Com­

mit t ee for Pa.lestine, nhich is headed by Max Znritzky, and which sup!)orts the 

demanc1. for a Jevrish Commonwealth in Palestine. Mr. Green and Mr. Murray are its 

honorary chairmen. This committee is growing rapidly all over the country. 

Much progres s has been made in the country's colleges and universities 

and one of the most impressive demonstrations of sentiment came on May 17th, the 

anniversary of the promulgation of the ~'Jhite Paper, men 1700 American university 

professors joined in a ~etition urging President Roosevelt to act in behalf of 

free entry of Jews into Palestine "so that the JeVIish people may ultimately con- . 

stitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jeuish Commonwealth." The signers in­

cluded 150 college presidents and the faculty members of 250 universities a.nd 

colleges, situated in 44 states. 
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VII. Cpryosition Forces 

Major opposition to Jer!ish national nspirutions in Palestine has come, 

during the year, from the isolationist .American Council for Judaism, nhich, it 

nill be recalled, used disruptive tQctics duriue the session of the Conference 

in September, 1915, issuing t2 statement attacking Jewish nationalism in an apparent 

effort to distract attention from the Conference ~nd discredit its proceedings. 

The Council•s ryosition on Palestine has been referretl to in the report on the 

Congressional hearing. It b&ses its rntagonism to the 111ite Peper solely on the 

ground that it is discriminatory. But its ~osition is purely negative. It seeks 

no affirmative rights for the Jemsh peo,1e, for it does not recognize its exist­

ence c S n ,eopl8. It has carried on an anti-Zionist propagtnd& cmnpaign among 

Jev,s and non-Je-r1s, and its spokesmen in the communities hc.ve been hostile to the 

Conference. 

More blatD.ntl:r disruptive were the tactics of the small group nho 

recently identified themselves as the Hebrew Committee of Nationrl Liberation. 

This grouJ, led by Peter Bergson end an off-shoot of the undisci2lined Irgun ZevDi 

Leumi, in Palestine, have been responsible in recent years for the creation of a 

series of ,aper oreanizations, the American Friends of Janish Palestine, the 

Committee for n JeTTish .Army, the Emergency Committee to S:we the Jevrish Peo1le of 

Euro~e, and the Americnn Lengue for a Free Palestine. The nature and identity of 

this group wcs first brought to light in a statement issued by the Interim Com­

mittee of the Conference in December. In May, the Hebreu Committee O?ened an 

11Embassy11 in TTashington, acting e.s "trustees" for the 11Hebreu Nation". This 

action ,ras condemned by responsible Jm•ish organizations in this country. 

The Administrative Committee of the Conference issued the following 

statement: 

"The so-cnlled 1Hebrou Conunittee of Nationa~ Liberation' 
is an irresnonsible adventurer which comes to the P.merican ?Ublic 
uithout credentials and menaces the cause it ~resumes to es,ouse. 



"The committee _pretends to speak in the name of the • Hebrew 
nation' in Palestine, but it has no mandate from the Jewish National 
Assembly, which is the authorized and democratically-elected spokesman 
of the Jews of Palestine. On the contrary, the leaders of this committee 
are linked with an extremist clique in Palestine, which amounts to less 
than one per cent of the Jews of that country, and which has been out­
lawed by the Jews of Palestine because of its anti-democratic and 
terroristic tactics. It pretends to see a distinction between •Jews• 
and 1Hebrews,' which no Jew would be able to appreciate or understand, 
but which is intended to divide and· disrupt the Jewish people. The real 
object of the Hebrew Committee is to destroy the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, the official and internationally recognized body created 
by the League of Nations to act with the Mandatory Power •to secure the 
cooperation of all Jews who are willing to assist in the establishment 
of the Jewish National Home.• 

"The great majority of the Jews of the United States favor 
the establishment of a Jewish National Home in Palestine as the one 
positive solution for Jewish homelessness in the post-war world. This 
was ma.de clear at the American Jewish Conference last September. 

11 The bizarre ideology of the 1Rebrew Committee of National 
Liberation1 would fragmentize the Jewish people instead of uniting them. 
It~ separatist and undisciplined tactics aim to undermine established 
Jewish agencies anfil institutions. The Jewish cause is prejudiced and 
humiliated by such irresponsible enterprises on the pa.rt of a group that 
pretends to speak for Jews.ft 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine branded the apPearanoe of the Hebrew 

Committee of National Liberation as an 11 unscru.pulous piece of political charlatan­

ism," and addressed a warning to 11 all serious-minded people not to let themselves 

be misled and confused by freak bOdies assuming high-sounding titles and enunciat­

ing ]?Olicies for which none but their unrepresentative authors are responsible." 

More than 40 rabbi~ protested against the use of their names in liter­

ature distributed by the League and denounced the League as 11 a denial of Jewish 

history and a perversion of the fundamental concept of the unity of the Jewish 

people and of Zionist aims." 

The Histad.ruth, the General Federation of Jewish La.bor in Palestine, 

condemned the "usurpatory aspirations of the Committee of Peter B8 rgson and its 

friends." Pointing to its connection with the Irgun 11 the anti-labor scourge of 

the Palestine Jewish community, 11 William Green, R,J. Thomas and other American 

labor leaders forbade the committee from using their names. 

The OpPortunistic gyrations of the Bergson bloc served only to confuse 

the American public. The line changed frequently and accomodatingly. At one time 

aggressive and militant in their espousal of Jewish statehood in Palestine, they 

suddenly became antagonistic to these purposes in the Spring of this year, when 

Congress was considering the Palestine resolutions. They deprecated all such dis~ 

cussion. Then they launched into their latest enterprise, the establishment of 

the "Hebrew nation" in a II Hebrew state" in Palestine, at the sa.me time seeking to 

dissociate the Hebrew nation from 11 .Americans of Jewish de.scent." .Alae51a_.sage~ to -
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Their next action uas to sponsor in Congress resolutions cnlling for 

the establishment of emergency refugee shelters in Palestine similar to the free 

port in Oewc~o, Nen York. These resolutions, embracing a humiliating compromise, 

inasmuch ~s refugees brought to P~lestine under such a proposal could be deported 

at the conclusion of the ,mr, vrere not only at variance vrith the Rescue Resolution 

of the 1\merican Je,;rish Conference but ,vere held by the Palestine Comnission and 

the Interim Committee to be inimicnl to Jeni.sh rights in P1:lestine. The Interim 

Committee autrwrized this advice to be communicated to the Congressional sponsors. 

The statement of the Conference to the Co:qgressmen declared in pa.rt: 

11TTe share your convinion that Palestine must be opened at 
once to all Jeuish refugees r.rho can be brought there. Like yourself, 
rre are emphatically op;1osed to the appec:.sement-conceived 1'lhite Paper 
Tihich erects a molly untenable political barrier to Jeuish immigration 
into Pnlestine. Tie fear, however, that a suggestion that Jev,ish refugees 
now admitted into Palestine shall later be deported is a political con­
cession to that policy, and its espousal by the Congress of the United 
States may prejudice JerTish rights to and in Palestine both now and in 
the post-~ar period, ~ithout, under pres nt circumstances, alleviating 
the position of the Jewish peo?le of Europe. Moreover, vre would like to 
point out that even under the White Paper, there are some 14,000 cer­
tificates still avRilable uhich could nnd should be used for the rescue 
of Jev,ish refugees. 11 

The Congressmen vrere urged to lend their support to the 17agner-Taft 

and Wright-Compton resolutions. 
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VIII. Inside Palestine 

Tiithin Palestine during the past year, the Yishuv has continued to 

build resolutely for the future. The Jeuish 9opulation hf1s increased, industrial 

~nd agricultural production has mounted, neu colonies have been established and 

Jews have continued to nlay a significant and decisive part in the winning of the 

uar. 

But progress has been marred by conflict betv,een the Palestine Admini­

stration and the JeTiish community. In the summer of 1943, there had emanated from 

Palestine exaggerated re,orts picturing a state of extreme tension betrreen Arabs 

and Jer:s. These reports had apparently been fostered by :nropagandists seeking to 

put a quietus on e.11 :i,olitical discussion. According to thece dispatches, Je'l"rs 

were arming for some future strug~le and Jewish eagerness to estnblish e fighting 

force wcs distorted and im~ugned, for it was attributed to a desire to acquire 

arms and f ncility in their use for a revolt in their own national interest. Their 

interest in victory for the United Nations was alleged to be "secondary". 

As if to give color to these reports, the authorities in Pa.lestine 

began a series of trfals in a. palpable effort to create the impression tha.t Jer,s 

rrere engaged in a militc,ry conspiracy against the United Nations. Two deserters 

from the British A:rrrry uere arrested on charges of trafficking in arms. Reporters 

v1ere specially summoned to Jerusalem to witness what normally rrould have been a 

routine ~rosecution but uhich W['.S exaggerated beyond all ,roportion. A military 

courtroom was transformed into a propaganda forum for outr2geous sl~nder and 

defamation against the Jer:ish Agency in Palestine. 

The soldiers, nho had c. ::_)rest record of smum~ling and theft, were de­

scribed as victims of an organization "so poHerful u.nd. so ruthless the"t once its 

tentacles hnd closed on them, there TTas virtually no esccpe. 11 

That the authorities clec.rly intender~ this to bo a trial of the Yishuv 

rather the.n two deserters w:is mQde clear when the p1~osecutor ['.Sserted "that 

Palestinian Jenish soldiers, under influence of this organization, were no longer 

vrorking for the interests of the Uniteu. Nations." The presiding judge asserted 

tl1," t 11 the safety and defense of P2-.lestine" was being threatened by 8. 11Vf'.st and 

d·1ngerous organization nith vast resources behind it. 11 

Government officials in England and Palestine hc..d long knmm of the 

existence of the Haganah, a Je,·.1.sh defense organization, and that the Haganah had 

arms and ammunitions; they were ;:,lso mm.re th:it this organization wcs created 

only for self-defense. "\"'hen the Nazi inv2sion of Palestine vru.s threatened, 
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government forces hu1 actually trcined the Ifo,r.:-nrh for euerilla r,2rfr re. 

On the other h..: nd, it 1:: s l:no· ~ tlw.t the Ar[1.b::; TTere buying and smugrline; 

nrms vnd storin[; them rrr::ry for the future. Sor10 of these Arnbs 1 ·ere erought to 

tri"l '"!ithout ~)ubUcity in civil courts, r•her c• they esc.:: ~)ed ri.th lisht punishment. 

qo•~ev<".,..., •·;hen t l1e ,·overnnont ;)row·ht to trir l t 11e t1 .o Bri tich dec.orters [.no. tr:o 

Je, D to ,:hon they bu] sold· F .. rns, , n extr:-.orc1.inc.1,y effort r,r.c ::i.:-..de to involve the 

Je• ·ish Ar·ency :ih ~-;'1at Dr.vid Ben Gurion ch"rvcterize<.!. .:--s e. "crude frc.me-up 11 ac;,::dnst 

t'1e Je ·-irh ':)eO!)le. 

There v:e2·e c.. numbe1~ of such trials c:.nd in contrast , ri th the treatment 

accorded the P.rabs, Je• :p, '.':ere brou~ht 'before militc...ry tribur.nls c.nd. their sentences 

ranged from seven to ten years in ·qrison. The Yishuv -rra s subjected to r:. series of 

E-rmed sec.rches. On November 16th, n erou;? of P.:.le3tinin.n E".nd Polish police, under 

the pretext of s e[rchi nc for Polish deserters, surroundec RD.math HL..kovesh and 

instituted a thorough ·.;earch for ~rms, arresting 35 settlers. One of the members 

of the colony, &muel Vilinetz, r,os l:illed in the f:.ltercution. Protest demonstra­

tions broice out in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv und in me.ny other T)C.rt3 of the country. 

The ~-overnment sus)ended nine Je•'i.oh ck.ilies for eleven days becc:n se their account 

of the incident differed from the govermnent communiri_ue. The Yishuv 1 s ryrotest re­

sulted on December 14th in the reler,se of tho~e crrested. Dut on December Dth.i 

there ,:r' s r.n c rmer~_ se:i.rch of the vil 1Lge of Hulda, -:here 17 JePish settlers hQd 

been ~:illed in the ,1.isturb.::.nces bekeen 1036 c.nd E 58. On December 20th, seven 

settlers fror:1 this vi l 12..r,c i::.-e ::.~e sentenced fron tr·,.'.) to six ye[.rG in 9rison Rnd in 

s:1i te of t~1s ".lrotect c.nc ."n r· -:10,11 to V18 ni 1 i t.:,ry com.7.::-,nder, tl1e sentence r !G.G 

confirmed. As c recult of thi ::: incic:cnt, t :10 Je1:i.sh vill['..6e hcr.d r. notified the 

authorities that they Pere no lonc(;r ~ble to cmtinue their duties. 

Early this yer.r, t;:ith the Li))roncl1 of the March 51st deadline of the 

11hite Pa,er, the Irgun Zvai Leumi, r.n extremist 6mg, instituted r~ series of 

terroristic Rcts seeking to intimic!ate the [:OVcrnnent intc, revising the V!hite Pc.:.per 

policy. In February, bombs ex,loded in the eovcrnr.1ent immigration offices in 

Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and He.ifa. A fe·,· dc,ys lc.ter, tno British constables uere shot. 

The V.'.lad Leumi, executive committee of the Assefoth Ha.nivcharim (Jedsh Nationd 

As.·cr::bly), bitterly re,.:mdiated there outrc.ges, characterizing them £'..S the acts 

na p.;cng of lunatics endec.:.vorinc to eckblish -:. reign of terror." The Jenish ~~-r:enC'y 

f o-r P'" l9'"'tine decl, reel that 11 the destructive hc,nc~ 1.hich commi ttec;1 these crimes ~s 

,,n· ·it t~.nr-7.y or n:-,licir, cJ.y he l ·-:iin - the cnzraie:-: of the .Te~·ish ,.JC0~1le. 11 In this 

co1mtr;i·,. the Americ,:1 Zionict Emerf.;ency Co~mc::.., .ioinod in thir conL~cr.mc:.tirm. 

1\1 l :1e}.'So1c. s ~-n the Yi nhuv '· ,:::re cc l l cd. 11'1,m to heJ.) c-,-i )rehend the cnlpri ts · 
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A few days before t ne Jewish ? assover terror flared again, the 

Lt. Commiasioner of the i='alestine ?olice and a Jenish policeman were killed 

in Jerusalem and a number of policemen injured in Haifa and Tel Aviv. In August, 

Sir Harold hla.C:·:ichael, retiring iiigh Commissioner, was slightly injured when he 

was shot from ambush t110 miles from Jerusalem. In October, the Commander in 

Chief of the middle eastern forces and the Officer Administering the Palestine 

Government issued a joint statement alleging that those resp::msible for the 

acts of terror have II active and passive sympathizers •••• directly impeding the 

war effort •••• and assiBting the enemy •11 They called on the Jewish community 

in Palestine "to recognize and discharge their responsibilities - an implied 

accusation against the Yishuv which was deeply resented in view of the 

reiterated condemnation of the terrors. Subsequently on October 20th, the 

Palestine goverument ordered the deportation of 251 suspected terrors, 

Notwithstanding these unfortunate incidents, and the tensions they 

produced, Jewish ?alestine continued to play a major role in the war effort of 

the United Nations. Up to the end of January, 1944, it was reported from 

Jerusalem that 33,000 Jewish men and women served in the various armed forces 

of the British Government and 15,000 Jews were in the local :1ilitary Police. 

In September, the persistent demand of the Jewish Agency for the establishment 

of a Jewish Army finally won from British authorities the creation of a Jewish 

Brigade, based on the Jewish Battalions of the Palestine regiment, a belated 

recognition of the principle for Which the Jewish Agency had long contended. 

Agricultural and industrial production mounted to new heights as 

Palestine furnished a supply base for the armies of the United Nations, 

Figwres for the last year are not yet available, but the extent of industrial 

advance is evidenced by the fact that from 1939 to the end of 1942, the annual 
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value of industrial production increased from~ 12,000,000 to nearly 

~ 40,000,000, while the number of workers engaged in industry rose from 

19,000 to 40,000. The total value of military orders rose from 

~ 1,000,000 in 1940 to~ 10,000,000 in 194-3. 

The chief political problem confro nting the Yishuv during the 

year was that of Jewish immigration. Although there were 31,078 certificates 

available at t he time the government extended the l.iarch 31st deadline of the 

White Paper, the governme~t was reluctant to grant these certificates to the 

Jewish Agency for imnigrants in liberated countries, in Spain and in 

Portugal. It contended that these must be reserved for victims of 

Hitlerism, to be rescued from the Axis countries. The Jewish .Agency, 

which played an important part in effecting the speedy rescue of Jews from 

Axis territory, maintained that those who had already escaped the Nazi Yoke 

must be brought to Palestine. After continued negotiation by 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann and No she Shertok with the Colonial Office, a number 

of certificates were granted to Jews outside of Axis territory. The total 

entering Palestine in the eleven rwnths from October 1, 1943 to 

September 1, 1944 was 14,500. During the year ending October 1, 1944, the 

Jewish National Fund acquired 60,000 dunam of land - the equivalent of 

15,000 acres - and many new colonies were established. 

The war had transformed Palestine economy from that of an 

agricultural country into a semi-industrial one. The country1s 

productivity and the demands upon it had mounted to such an extent that 

Palestine suffered from manpower shortages. Continued industrialization 

of the country was a striking contradiction of the contention that the 

countnyt s absorptive capacity v.-ould not permit additional settlers. l3ut 
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the reconstruction plan of the ..? e.lestine .idminiatre:t.ion, announced in 

2iarch, 1943, by the liigh Commi,sioner and by Sir Douglas Harris, 

Commissioner of Reconstruction, was predicated upon a continuation of 

the white Pa.per, for it proposed to freeze the ctuntry• s future and it 

visualized a virtual curtailment of all industrial devel0pment. It 

implied that certain of the new industries would not survive, for it 

indicated that future development was to be subject to foreign competition 

and conditioned on the fortuitous bounty of international finance. The 

emphasis for the future was to be placed on agricultural 4evelopment in 

presumably Arab areas. The social welfare plans c,f the future were 

designed to assist the •rabs with the Jews underwriting the cost. The 

Yishuv vigorously reacted to this plan and it pointed out that the 

industrial development shoulcl have been the primary concern of the government 

and that ?alestine industry, primarily Jewish, has displayed an extraordinary 

ability to supply not only the needs of Palestine, but also the military 

needs of the :Middle East. \'lith the i mprovement of the military situation 

in the I-'iiddle East, the uJ.ddle East Supply Center reduced its orders on 

Palestine industry by mre than 5~. Despite this curtailment of 

military orders, Palestine industries are operating to capacity and there 

is no U111employment in the country. 

The Jewish ~ency has its own reconstruction plan for the future, 

embracing agriculture, industry and commerce, in preparation of the 

neces~ary economic conditions for absorbing a mass Jewish immigration after 

the war. The plans include an international loan, an intensive agricultural 

development of the country t hrough artificial irrigation and mechanization 

of agriculture, exploitation of natural resources, development of marine 

industry, and the rehabilitation of the citrus industry. There is a marked 

contrast between the poet-war planning of the Jews and the local authorities. 

One calls for dynamic development, the other for static reconstruction. 

AS the war receded from the Near East, Palestine Jewry went to 

the polls on August 5, 1944 to elect its Representative Assembly. No 

elections had been held because of the diStrubances between 1936 and 1939 

and the outbreak: of war. .it.11 major parties included a Jewish Corrmonwealth 

Plank in their programs. More than 70%, of the registered voters 

participated in the elections and of these, more than 85'}& voted for the 

Jewish Commonwealth program. A week later. the Histadruth (Palestine 

Federation of Labor) held elections fo r its council and again more tha:.1 85~ ')f 
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the votee were recorded in favor of the Oomnxmwealth. 

The development of new agricultur.al techniques and the growth of new 

industries made possible by the .roobilization of the productive genius of 

Jewish workers, farmers, technicians and scientists, have rendered obsolete 

past estimate& of PaleetineYs capacity for growth. The country has now 

broken political straight•-jackets. Its potentialities as the Jewish National 

Home must be appraised in the light of its proven capacity for performance now 

demonstrated in meeting the demands imposed by the war. But only a beginning 

has been made. The publication, during the year, of n?alestine, Land of 

Promise," written by Dr. Walter Clay Lowdermilk, noted authority on soil 

conservation, discloses how ?alestinets soil~ be reclaimed, large areas 

opened for settlement, and its industrial plant expanded, if the waters 
.., 

of Palestine are diverted for irrigation purposes, and if hydro-electric 

power is developed along the lines of the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

The implementation of Dr. Lowdermilk'& plan has already begun; the Comnission 

on Palestine Surveys has been at work on the project for more than a year, 

using the most able American engineers as its consultants and advisers. 

That Palestine will be in a position, physically, to accept millions 

of settlers after the war, iS now accepted by men who have examined the problem 

from an economic and scientific point of view. That Palestine will be in a 

position to do eo, politically, is a question that can be answered by the 

United Nations if they recognize anew the historical connection between the 

Jewish people and their ancestral home. 



THE ECONOMIC ABSOBPrIVE C.AP~ITY OF PALESTINE 

Comparative Rstimat••• 

Palestine, weat of the Jordan, comprises an area of 10,000 square miles. 

It■ population at the end of the last war was about 750,000; its population todq:i: 
\41 

is 1,500,000. One-third are Jewa and the population aa a wholel enjoys a far 

higher standard of life than in Turkish times. Sicily, \.!!1 ar~aimilar o Palestine, 

mo'Ulltainous and without important industries, baa a population of about 4,000,000; 

Belgium, also about 10,000 square miles 1n area, baa a population of about 7,000,000. 

It 1e clear that area is on~ one element in determining the abaorptiTe capacity of 

a country. Account muat be taken of many factors including not only its material 

resources but the ener,;r and the creative ability of ita inhabitants. Lord Samuel, 

speaking in 1930 on the basis of hie intimate experience as High Commissioner aa 

High Commissioner of Palestine for more than fiTe years, aaid that .there was no 

reason to doubt that Palestine could support a population of 3,000,000. Thia ia 

supported also by critical eatimatea 6f the population of Paleatine 1n biblical 

times which indicate a figure then of 3y000,000 to 4,000~000• Present prospects of 

deTelopment in industry and agriculture are ·Q!Pmaidered 1n what follows. It 111 

reasonable to auppoae that w1 th modern technical advantages and with a hard working 

and intelligent population, the above figure of 3,000,000 m~ be subatantial.17 ex-­

ceeded • 

.Agricultural DeTelopments. 

Mark Twain, eixt7 7eara ago, said of Palestine that 1 t •s1 ts in sackcloth 

and aah••• 0Ter it broods the spell of a curse that has withered its fields and 

fettered its energiea.• This m~ be compared with the statement in 1930 of ~ritiah 

Prill• Minister MacDonald after he had viei ted. Palestine: 1 It ia impoasi ble f'or 

anyone who saw 'What I saw to be too extraTa.gant in tribute to the Jewish colonizer■ 

in Palestine. I saw what was beg being turned into cultivable land. I saw the 

historical and very barren aides of the ~ountain Jerboa being planted with oliTe 



tree•• I saw the ■oras•••• being drained and recovered.• Further drainage of 

the marsh lands and acientific irrigation of the dry areas will make possible a 

vastly increased agricultural population, At present less then 1~ of the total 

area of the country (3,500,000 metric dunama out of 261 300t000) is irrigated. ror 

lack of water the entire southern half of Palestine is almost unpopulated. lbperta 

who have investigated conditions in Palestine including the late Dr. Elwood Mead, 

Oommislioner of Reclamation in the Department of Interior, Dr. l'alter Lowdermilk, 

J.asistant Chief of the u. s. Soil Conservation Service~ and others, estimate that 

the present ar a under irrigation can be increased tenfold from existing sources. 

By thus turning over land now used moatly for a precarious crop of cereals, to 

mixed farming, poultry, dairy products, vegetablea, fruits and honey, an increase 
• 

in the farm population from the present figure of about 800,000 to at lea.at 

2,000,000 will be made possible. 

Palestine aa a center of commerce and indu•tn:. 

Palestine•• induatry before the last world war canpriaed nothing but a 

few handicrafts. To~ it produces an astonishing range of articles including 

textiles, leatherware~, clothing, chemicals, electric equipment, metalwal"e, glass­

ware, cement, and a great range of specialized products. In 1933 industrial prow 

duction wa.1 valued at $20,000,000; by 1942 this had risen to $80,000,000. The 

primary reason :for thie development is the speciali!:ed skill of many of the immi" 

grant■• There is no coal &n Palestine but 1n i ta place are &Tailable fuel oil 

.I. brought by pipe-,.line from raq and hydro-electric power which can be generated, aa 

a result of the Jordanta drop from 3000 feet above to 1300 feet below sea level. 
iWtJL 

Moreover, due to its geographical location on the croea roads between theee con" 
m 

tinente, Palestine ie becoming in increasing meaaure a center of comerce between 

the countries of krope and .laia. In the words of Professor Arnold J. To11Lbee, it 

ha.a "a position in the twentieth centuey world ••• not incomparable to the position 

of Great Britain as an entrepot between Europe and the .4mericaa.• The new harbor 

at Haifa is already the third largest in the eastern Mediterranean and lll8iY well 



develop into a city of one half or three quarter■ of a million people. A 

wholly Jewish port. further, has been built in Tel J.viv, a city of 200,000 
'\ 

were thirty 7eara ago there were merely sand dune■• On the basts of an agri ... 

cultural population of 2,000,000 there should be no difficulty- in maintaining 

an urban population of at leaat that number. 

Increase in Arab population. 

The Palestine Royal Commiasion in 1937 paid etriking tribute to the m: 

economic benefits derived by the .Ai-ab population of Palestine ae the reault of 

Jewish colonization there. In 1938 the Secretary of State for the Coloniee, 

(Mr. Malcolm MacDonald) ■tated in the Houae of Common• that 

"The J.raba cannot aq that the Jewa are driving than out of 
their countey. If not a aingle Jew had come to Palestine 
after 1918, I believe that the Arab population of Paleatine 
toda_y would still have been round about the 600,000 figure 
(instead of over 1,0009 000 as at preaent) at which it had 
been stable under the Turkish rule. It is because the Jews 
who have come to Palestine bring modern heal th service■ and 
other advantages, that .Arab men and women who would have 
been dead are alive to~, that Arab children who would 
never have drawn breath have been born and grow strong.• 

Conclusion,. 

A large increaae in the Jewiah population 1a possible without dis ... 

placing the native population. On the contraey, experience has ahown that the ill" 

crease in Jewiah immigra\ion and \he resulting economic activity Id ia paralleled 

by an increaae in the Arab population. J.asuming a continuation of Paleatinefs 

agricultural and industrial development by- an energetic, letermined and devoted 

population there ie every reason to hope that the countr,- ma.v, within a rela.tively­

brief period, maintain on a reasonable standard of living not leas than _four or 

five million inhabitants. 




