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Clevaland, Chio
Dear Habbl Silver:

1t is most refreshing these days, when ldbor is being so con-
sbantly sttacked for dne reason or another in every newspaper in
avery city in the coumtry, %o pick up & newspaper and read that

one men has had the courage to speak ouf in defense of labor and

to place the glame for many of cur country's ills where it properly
belonge.

Crganized labor has always been fought most Litteriy by the press,
The reascn is obvious - our NEwSpApSTE are, for the most part,
ovmed by the same forces who would sesk to destroy every gain that
labor has made through more than a century of ceaseless “dr;u-le.
Those forces are the financiers, the industrialis hiﬁ, the money
changors who cammot eonvision a world where labor has stature and

_'ni*" and a woice in the world of which 1t is =0 ih~0r.“*‘ n
part,. U(ur newspapers nre the mouthpiece for tﬁhs: who have fought
dominate the world.

so bitterly to keep labor subservient while the

You are right. We are mot trying to melte money out of this :lﬂod}
war, There are too many of our brothers in the junzles end in the
fox holess Ve feel & major respomsibility to our brothers on the
battle fields - to see that American demccracy ls preserved uhile
our ﬂﬂj¢ Fight ﬂﬂl die for it the world over. ishing o

gtable sconory (and this can be dene only by ¢101 ing the over widen-
ing gap belween frozen wages and runawny ﬂri ee), maintaining decent
gtandards of working and living oconditions, fighting for post-war
security = these are all a part of the preservation of that democracy
in which we have so large a stake.

No matter how much the preoss may villify us we will continue our
fight for demvoracy on every front. We welcome the men of good will
who support our fight, We applaud their sourage and their visiom,
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TEIRPHDNE CONVER § WiTH DR, T, DAS

Janunary 4, 1944

Dr. Das said over the telephone that he had two Dits of
information to commnicate which he thought we ought to have, both
somewhat confidentiel,

(1) An attempt is about to be made to organize Jewish refugees
resident in Agerica for the purpose of naming representatives who
will undertake to speak on behalf of the Jews of Europe and endeavor
to supersede existing Jewish representative bodies as the amthorized
spokesmen, I surmise, though Dr, Das did not divalge it, that this
effort is being made by the Bergson group elther in connection with
the Emergency Committes for t he Rescue of Buropean Jewry or else in
conaection with the Mew League for Free Palestine, Dr, Das thought
we ghould be forewarned,

(2) Ao attempt may be made by Arsbs and their friends to form an
organization to be Imown as Friends of the Arad People or some similar
neme for the purpose of eerrying on e politieal cemmeign, Dr. Des
stated that there was sowe hesitation on the part of persons concerned
with Ghie effort to leunch 1t Tor fear 1t might be attecked ess anti-
Semitic or rather anti-Jewlsh in character, He thought hewswes that
poesibly the British were encoursging the launching of euch an effort,

EN/M



Mr, 4, K. Isreell
American Zionist Emergency Council . 2
B42 Madison Ave,

Hew York, B.Y.

By dear Mr, Isreeli:

Prior to the issusnce of our statevent on the League
for a Free Palestine, vrhich will probebly be issued sometime next
wesk, I would suggest thst you pars-pally comtect the key men
of the three Yiddish rewspapers snd explain to them the reason
for our issulng the etatement 2o that they will not ba caught
unprepared es wes the cese in the =tatement of the &nerican Jewish
Conference. The polnt to strecs is that the "non-sectarlen front of
the League for an Free Palestine 13 2 camouflage. It will be an
effort on the part of the Bargson group again to use a large number
of Christian names in order to carry on an independant and competing
Zionist activity on the ipgerican scame. Furthermore, that the
Zionists have always had the cooperution of a large Chriatian
following in America and that the aAmerican Palestine Comaittss is
now conducting & wery succesaful and vigorous campaizn among non-
Jews a8 is the Christian Council for Pulestine among tha clorgymen.
There is absolutely no reason for snother Zionist organization in
the fisld. Zionist activity in Washington has beean aggrensively
pushed on all fronts and there 18 nothing that a new organization
can do except confuse and disgust the political leadars in
Washington.

I think this should be done by persomal interviews rather
than through press confscences for I am under the impression that
the Yiddish writers and journalists ure & little fed up with
press conferences. Please lat me know the results of your
interviews -- whom you have seen and whut was their reaction.

With all good wishes, 1 remaln

Very cordially yours,

ARS1BE



dr, Isresli 2~ i

P.8. In discussing t!e lssuance of the statement You are not to
give them the statement. You are just to indicste in &
general way what the contents of it will be, and that
the statement will probably be issued by the end of this

coming week.
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"TERESS RELEASE from dn) 43
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL RE [u
Zionist Organization of America * Hadassah * Mizrachi * Poale-Zioa
342 Madison Avenue * New York I7,N. Y. + MU 21160

FOR REIEASE:
wmip‘?-u.. JANUARY 10, 1944

TUESDAY A. M.,JANUARY 11, 1944
ZIONISTS BLAST "LEAGUE FOR A FREE PAIESTINE"

EMERGENCY COUNCIL CHARGES SMALL GROUP CREATES
"ONE PAPER ORGANIZATION AFTER ANOTHER"

New York -~ The American Zionist Emergency Council, representing all major Zionist
groups in the United States, today assailed the League for a Free Palestine, declaring
that its founders are "a small group of persons who, within recent years, acting in
accordance with the opportunistic impulses of the moment and expliting the miseries
which have befallen our people ebroad, have establighed one paper organization after
another,"

In a formnl statement, the Council, whose eo-chalrmen are Dr., Abba Hillel

Silver of Cleveland and Dr. Stephen 5. Wise of New York, charged that "far from
advancing the cause of a Jewish Palestine, or the interests of the Jewish people,
the League will be productive of nothing but public confusion."

The statement listed the "paper organizations" created by the Leagune's founders
ag follows: the Friends of a Jewisgh Palestine, the Committee for a Jewish Army end
the Emergency Comuittee to Save the Jewish People of Europe, "None of these organi-
zations or committees have had any official relationship, direct or indirect, with
any responsible body in American Jewish 1ife," the Council added,

The statement pointed out that while "the promoters of the new organization
atknowledge the great contribution mede by the World Zionist movement to Palestine
and to the Jewish people, they sllege th?t the Zionist movement 1s purely sectarian
in character and that therefore it is necessary 'to fill the long-felt need for a
Palestine Freedom movement! with & non-sectarian organization. The new organization

(more)



- -
differentiates between 'European and Palestinian Jews who have no other desire than to
1ive in Palestine,' who ere members of the 'Hebrew' Nation, and Jews living in all
other lands, who presumably do mot belong to the 'Hebrew'! Nation,"

This definition was described by the Council as "specious nonsense,”® and the
statement continued;

"Through the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, the Zionist move-
ment secured international approval of its aim to reestablish the Jews as a nation
in Palestine. It was never intended or suggested that Jews chould owe political
allegiance to any country other than to the land of which they are citizens, The
relation of an American Jew to the Jewish National Home, when it is established, will
not differ from that of any oiher American toward the land of his ancestral homeland.

"The representative status of the World Ziomist Organization, subsequently
enlarged in the Jewish Agency for Felestine to include members of mon-Zionist groups
in meny lands, was specifically recognized in the Palestine Mandate, The Zionist
movement has ostablished organigations in every part of the world, which are every-
where recognized es representing local Jewlsh interests in the development of the
Jewlsh Homelend., From the very start, non-Jewlish sympathy and understanding of the
objectives of the movement was regarded as of vital importance, In many countries,
non~Jewish pro-Palestine committees were established, In the United States, the
Zionist movement has welcomed the orgenization of the American Palestine Committee
and the Christian Council on Palestine., The Jewish Agency for Palestine is today the
recognized spokesmen of the Jewish people in all matters concerning the future of
Palestine, and is so regarded by Jews, non-Jews, and the governmentswith which it
deals. The new organization is bound to mislead those concerned with the Jewlsh
problem, with regaerd to the ideals and principles underlying the Zionist morement,”

The American Ziocnist Emergency Council spesks for the Zionist Organization of
Ameriea, Hadassah, Mizrachi and Posle Zion, whose respective heads are Dr. Iarsel
Goldetein, Mrs, Moses P, Epstein, Leon Gellman and David Wertheim.

The text of the Council's statement follows:

fmra)
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STATEMENT BY AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

ON LEAGUE FOR A FEEE FALESTINE

A new organization called the American League for a Free Palestine has been
launched. Ite objects are stated to be "to save the Jewish people of Europe” and
"to establish the Hebrew nation in Palestine.” The promoters of the new organization
acimowledge the great contribution made by the World Zionist movement to Palestine
and to the Jewish people, btut allege that the Zionist movement 1s purely sectarian
in character and that therefore 1t is necessary "to fill the long-felt need for a
Palestine Freedom movement" with a non-sectarian organization, The new organization
differentiates between "European and Palestinian Jews who have no other desire than
to live in Palestine,” who are members of the "Hebrew" Nation, and Jews living in all
other lands, who presumebly do not belong to the "Hebrew" Nation. To anyone with the
slightest acquaintance with the facts, this definition can enly be described as spe-
cious nonsense. It is quite evident that an attempt is being made to give a distorted
paraphrase of Zionism and to use it to form a new competitive organization.

Through the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, the Zionist movement
secured international approvel of its aim to re-establish the Jews as a pation in
Palestine, It was never intended or suggested that Jews should owe political alle-
giance to any country other than to the land of which they are eitizens, The relation
of an American Jew to the Jewish National Home, when it is esteblished, will not
differ from that of any other American toward the land of his ancestral homeland.

The representative status of the World Zionist Organization, subsequently en-
larged in the Jewlsh Agency for Palestine to include members of non-Zionist groups
in many lands, was specifically recognized in the Palestine Mandate. The Zionlst
movement has estoblished organizations in every part of the world, which are every-
where recognized as respresenting locel Jewish interests in the development of the
Jewish Homeland. From the very start, non-Jewish sympathy and understanding of the
objectives of the movement was regarded as of vital importance. In mn:ﬁy countries,

{more)
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non-Jewish pro-Palestine committiees were established, In the United States, the
Zionist movement has welcomed the organization of the American Palestine Committes
and the Christian Councll on Palestine., The Jewish Agency for Palestine is today
the recognized spokesman of the Jewish people in all matters concerning the future
of Palestine, and is so regarded by Jews, non-Jews, and the governments with which
it deels. The new organization is bound to mislead those concerned with the Jewish
problem, with regard to the ideals and principles underlying the Zionist movement,

The founders of the so-called League for a Free Falestine are a small group
of persons who, within recent years, acting in accordence with the opportunistic
impulses of the moment and exploiting the miseries which have befallen our people
abroad, have established one paper organization after another, These paper organi-
zations include the Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Committee f:u_- a Jewish Army,
the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe, and now, the proposed
League for a Free Palestine. None of these organizations or committees have had any
official relationship, direct or indirect, with any responsible body in American
Jewlish 1ife,

Far from advancing the cemse of a Jewish Palestine, or the interests of the
Jewish people, the League will be productive of nothing but publie confusion, It
will impaeir the effectiveness and authority of the internationally recognized Jewish
Agency for Palestine, It will make for disunity and uncertainty st a time when

Jewish singleness of purpose and coordination of effort are of vital importance.

#23-1/10/44




Jenuary 17, 1944

Uear Chief:

From several sources, including England, I have
come to hear that a statement may shortly be mede
with regard to Falestine by the British Govern-
ment, by Mr. Churchill, and, [ presume, together
with and by yous. I beg to remind you of what you
knew at the time, thet Fresident Wileon submitted
to Justice Brandeis and myself the Palfour De-
elaration for final revision before its return
through Coelenal House to the British War Cabinet,

If the Geclaration ic to be good and satisfying,
1 inow you will wish mmm to bhave the
joy of meeing it. If it 1s not to be satisfying,
would it not be well for some of us to kmow what
the doularation is to contain snd to have an op-
portunity to take ocounsel with you. 1 know, as
woll as anyone can, how burdenmed you are &nd I
would not suggest this if I did not feel that it
is my duty as your leng-time friemd and ms an old
leader of the Zionist movement, charpged with a
cortain messure of responsidbility, to write to you
in thesp terms.

Ere Silver and I, who are co=Chairmen of the
Amarjcan Ziemlst Emergeney Counell eernestly eask
that you give us the oppertunity of meeting with
you in the nearest future.

I eennot refrein from adding that I wes rejoiced
beyond words over your message to Congress. It is
a2 glorious challenge to our country, which will not
fail you.
Ever yours,

.F‘l._.-" '.i iy .'I-
The President 1:;"}" s
The White House

Washington, D.C.
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Proposed Resolution to be Submlitted to the
Executive Board of the Union at its Meeting
on January 18, 1944,

The Union declares that lts function is to interpret,
maintain and promote Reform Judaism and reaffirms its loyal-
ty to its spiritual purposes.

The Union declares 1ts sense of fellowship with all Is-
rael and will assoclate itself with all worthy and practical
efforts designed to ameliorate the tragic plight of world
Jewry and, therefore, continues to be & member of the American
Jewish Conference, upohwthe-eondibiens-rmerrtioned.belawr Ao
to Palestine, however, the Union's position has been stated,
and we herewith reaffirm the Resolution passed at the Commit-
tee meeting on May 30, 1943, whose recommendations were sub-
sequently ratified by the Executive Board of the Union, as
follows:

1., Provision shell be made for large-scale immigration
into Palestine regulated in cooperation with the
Jewish Agency for Palestine by such & concert of na-
tions as shall be established after the war.

2. Palestine shall remain under the stewardship of this
concert of nations until it shall become possible to
establish self-govermment without jeopardizing the
rights or status of any group in Palestine.

3+ Such a government shall be democratlic and non-
sectarian, modelled upon the governments of the
democratic nations, There shall be complete sep-
aration of Church and State, The inviolebility of
the Holy Places of the various religions shall be
guaranteed,

We call upon our congregations and their members to rally
loyally to the support of the Union,

We further resolve that a copy of this resolution be
forwarded to the American Jewlish Conference with the request
that they communicate it to the constituent members of the
American Jewish Conference and make it known through their
publications.



Jemuary 21, 194

¥r. He e Segal, Editor,
rast 6th Street,
Cineinnati, ohlo

Dear Sir:

In your issue of January 20th, you carry & report on
the action taken by the Executive Board of the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations, whigch met in Chicago
last Tuesdey. You published the resoclution in full,
tut the heading which you give to your report is, I am
afraid, sonevhat misleading.

The headline reada: "UAHC refuses to act on AJC reso-

lution." The temm "refuses" 1is what misleading,
4
T™e text of the resclution, u{: 1l see, reads:
"trefrains?' from tal any action", and there is a
difference. Theo term fuse” !.mpﬁn e negative

sttitude as if sameane were forcing the hand of the
Union to act on the Conference resclution and in a
certain way.

Last October, when the Executive of the Union passed

a resolution deferring nction on the Palestine reso-
lution to the next Blemmial Council of the Unilon, your
report of that action was likewise given an unfortunate
editorial bias: "The ‘drive' toward a unanimous Ameri-
can Jewish declaration in favor of e Jewlsh State in
Palestine was delayed, ete."

A neutrality resolution having been adopted, which
should be satisfactory to all concerned vhich
should remove the Union fram the arena of conflict
and enable it to carry on its religious and spiritual
ectivities without the embarrassment of internal
struggle, should not be presented in the publiec press
in such & way a3 to keep the troubled waters still
further agitated.

Very singerely yours,

AHS :NEK Abba HHillel Silver




(Copy from Washington office to Dr. Silver)

ar nm WITE SENATOR ROEERT A, TAFT
of OHIO =~ by Rabbl Feuer and Mr. Leo Sack, on

Monday, Jenusry 24, 1944,

Present: Senator Hobert A. Taft, Rebbi A. Taft, Rabbi Feuer and Mr. Leo Sack

We had a pleasant and friendly interviem with Senator Teft., Rabbi Feuer
stated that Dr. Silver had msked him to call on Mr. Taft to follow-up the
conversations which he had previously had with the Senator several weeks agos

Wle told Senator Taft that we were sbout to introduce a Resclution on
the subject of Palestine into the Congress and that we would be very happy
if he wonld interest himself in the Besolution and perhgps, if he were so minded,
introduce it into the Senate. Senator Taft stated that he had not had much
kmnowledge of the subject but recently hal become more interested in it, beceuse
he found more snd more of hie Jewish friends leaning toward the idea of Pales~-
tine as a solution for Jewish problems. He also stated that he had some
hesitancy about committing himself to legislation in the field of foreign
pélicy, a field in which he hae had 1ittle experience and, therefore, comsiders
himself not sufficiently expert. Be sald thet he could see the necessity for

Palestine as a place for Jews to settle after the war. But he was not eure

about how far that would go toward solving the problem, nor could he make
up hi mind gbout the gquestion of a national state.

Rabbi Peuer then surveyed the Jewieh situation in Europe and pointed
out that some three or four million Jews were involved in the problem, that
we did not expect and would not want all these Jews to migrate from Europe
elgsewhere. We believed, however, that if a subetential

for resettlement

pumber of them, one and a half or %wo million, would be given an opportunity




Minutes of Interview with
SENATCOR R T

to migrate systematically and to settle elsewhere, this would meke the problem
very much easier of solution both for the Jews and for the countries of Burope.
The Senator said that he saw the logic of that position.
We then pointed out that Palestine afforded the only real opportunity
for resettlement. There the economic foundation hed been laid. There the
Jews would feel at home. 3By the same token, opportunities for migrstion to
other countries would be wirtuslly non-existent after the war.

We took occasion to refer to the tremendous contribution which Pales=

tine has made to the war eftort of the United ¥Nations, how much more diffiecult the

situation would have been if Palestine had not been developed by the Jews, agri-
calturally and industrially, during the past 25 years. We re-told some of the
impressions which Mr. Robert Sgold brought back with him from Palestine. We
pointed out that the attitude of the Arebs,. to the contrary, had not been too
friendly end cooperative.

The Senator said that he was well aware of this, that there was none
too friendly a feeling toward the Arabs in thie country and that militaxry
leaders with whom he had spoken had gotten a very bad impression of the Arabs
in North Africa.

The Senator then asked to see & copy of the text of the Resolutiom.
He read it and commented favorebly wpon ite simplicity. He questioned the
vagueness of the term "Jewish Commonwealth!, and suggested that it might be im-
proved by some such phrase as the following: "So that the Jews may ultimately

constitute a majority in a free democratic state."




Minutes of Interview with

g iz T - -

We stated that some such wording might be agreeable to us but that
we would like to discuss it further with him.

The Senator then said that he would like to diseuss the matter with
hig brother, Charles Taft, who is a member of the staff of the State Department,
and ascertain his views on the subject. He said: "Hot that I mind occasionally
pushing the State Depertment end the British, too, for that matter.®

The Senator wondered what might be the Republican policy on such a
Hesolution, in view of the fact that the Republieations would probably constitute
a majority perty after the next election and would, therefore, be responsible
for the policy set forth im this Resolution. This played directly into our
hande, as it gave us the opportunity to point out quickly that the Lodge-Fish
Resolution was a Bepublican resolution and that a few days ago Mr. Joseph Martin,

Yinority Leader of the House, bad claimed American-Pelestine policy as HRepublican

policy.
Senator Taft concluded the interview by promising very sympathetically

and esrnestly to consider the possibility of his introducing the Hesolutionm,

and stated that he would give us hie decision within the next few days.
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FOR IMMEDIATE EELEASE

IEADERS OF AMERICAN JEWRY HAIL
PAIESTINE EESCLUTION INTRODUCED IN HOUSE

k. ks

DR, SILVER AND DR. WISE APPLAUD WRIGHT-COMPTON MEASURE

Hew York — Dr, Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland and Dr, Stephen S, Wise of New York,
co=chairmen of the American Zioniet Emergency Council, today hailed the bi-partisan
Palegtine resolution intreduced in the U, S. House of Represzentatives yesterday by
Representatives James A, Wright (Democrat, Pennsylvanis) and Ramulf Compton (Repub-
lican, Connecticut).

The resolution calls on the United States to "use ite good offices and teke
appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free
entry of Jews into that country, and thaet there shall be full opportunity for
colonigzation, so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as
a free and democratic Jewish Commonwesalth,"

Dr, Silver described the measure as "a great act in behalf of a great cause
in a great and historic hour," and added that "all men of good-will everywhere —-—
Jews and non-Jews alike ~—— will applaud end endorse the spirit of statesmansip and
noble humenity which motivated the introduction of this resclution,®

Urgingthat the reeolution be adopted without delay and that its adoption be
"as impressive and significant as was the unaa’mous sdoption of the lodge-Fish
resolution of 22 years ago." Dr. Wise declnred: 'The introduction of the Wright-
Compton resolution is yet another step on the way to the end of the White Paper

(more)
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and the beginning of a new pulicr.in relation to Palestine., The Congressional
resolution would reinstate the Balfour Declarstion in the place of the White Paper,
which should never have been written,"

Dr. Silver warned that the work of the newly-formed War Refugee Board "will
be doomed to failure, as were all previous efforts on the part of intergovernmental
agencies, if Palestine is again excluded from consideration as the major place for
large-scale Jewish immigration,"

The statements by Dr, Silver and Dr. Wise follow:

DR, APBA HILIEL SILVER

"Wie are, of course, highly gratified that Congressman Compton of Connecticut
and Congressman Wright of Penna&ivania have introduced the Palestine Resolution in
Congress., We note with pleasure the enthisiastic endorsement which both Majority
Leader McCormack and Minority Leader Martin have given to this Resolution. These
men, we believe, voice the true sentiment of the American people which once before
~~ through a resolution unanimously adopted by the House and the Senate of the
United States in 1922 —— expressed its hearty approval of the establishment in
Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people.

"Since that time the Jews have been at work rebuilding Palestine on a scale
and in a manner which has evoked thﬂladmiratinn of the whole world. This remarkable
development which has brought more than a half million Jews into the country since
the last World War, saved hundreds of thousands of refugees who might otherwise have
perished at the hands of the Nazis, and enabled Palestine to make a most significant
contribution to the war effort of the United Nations is now threatened by the illegal
and morally unjustifiable policy of the White Paper, which would close the doors of
Felestine to future Jewish immigration.

"This poliey is not only a repudiation of an international obligation to which
the United States subsecribed, but it will interfere in a most disastrous manner with

the rescue program of the War Refugee Board, which the President of the United States
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has recently established. Palestine is the most likely and readil y-available
haven and shelter for these millions whom it is hoped to save from extermination,
The work of the War Refugee Board will be doomed to failure, as were all previous
efforts on the part of intergovernmental agencies, if Palestine is again excluded
from consideration as the major place for large—scale Jewish immigration,

¥The Palestine Resolution now introduced in Congress is a great act in
behalf of a great cause in a great and historic hour., All men of good will every-
where -~ Jews and non-Jews alike ~- will appland and endorse the spirit of states—

manshi® and noble humsnity which motivated the introduction of this Resolution,"

DR, N S. WISE
"The introduction of the Wright-Compton resolution is yet another step on

the way to the end of the White Paper and the beginning of a new policy in relation
to Palestine. The Congressional resolution would reinstate the Balfour Declaration
in the place of the White Paper, which should never have been written.

f] do not doubt that the members of both Houses in Cengress will see fit
to give their almost unanimous endorsement to & resolution which is in accord with
the spirit of the whole American pecple, not only with that of millions of American
Jews., The resolution should be adopted without delay and its adoption should be
as impressive and significant as was the unanimous adoption of the lodge-Fish

resolution of 22 years age."

#31-1/28/44
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AMPRICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE-PALESTINE COMMISSION
= Mintes Meeting Jemuary 51, 1944

PRESENT: Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver, presiding; Mrs. Albert Schoolman,
Miss Jane Evans, Meyer Weisgel, David Wertheim, Isidore Sack, Carl Sherman,
Max Schneider, Harry Shepiro, J. §, Peerlstien, Dr. A, Echangki, Ann Jarcho,

iG. Approved as presented.

ITI.REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COOPTIONS. Miss Evans, reporting for the Committee,

stated that its recommendations included that the maximm number of
members on the Palestine Commisslon be thirty, end submitted the follow-
ing names for co-option: Mrs, Albert Schoolmen, Judge Morris Rothenberg,
Herman Shulmen, William I, Siegel, Lester Cuttermen, Dr. Simon Federbusch,
Gedalish Bublick, Mex Kopstein, Judge Samuel Mellitz, Dr, Robert Gordie,
Isaac Hemlin, Dr. Benjamin Schwadran, Babbi James Heller, Rabbi Solomon
Freehof, Robert Szold, David Watehmeker, Sidney Hollander and

Mrs. 8imon Sobeloff.

On motion duly made, seconded and carried, the report was accepted and
with the exception of Williem I, Siegel and Lestér Guttermen, all were
declared coopted to the Commission. Mr. Schpeider was authorized to
commmicate with Mr, Bisgper relstive to the ccoption of B'mnai B'rith

members, It was egreed that following Mr. Schneider's repart of his-dis-

Iv.

Y.

cussion with B'nei B'rith, thet the nemes then presented ghould be
declared elected.

ATION OF : Mr. Shapiro reported that:

a) The Americen Zionist Emergency Council accepted the recommendations
of this Commission that the following pemphlets be published mmuckhm
under the imprimetur of the American Jewish Conference: The Legality
of the White Peper and the Absorptive Capacity of Palestine. He further
reported thet these pamphlets are now in preparation but it is not
possible at this time to indicate the date of publicatiem.

b) Dr. Kchanski reported that the Proceedings of the Conferemce will
be completed as scheduled - by the end of February.

CONGHESSIUNAT, B ; STINE. Dr. Silver reported that the
Resolution was int-rndmad in the House of Congress and that it 1s
expected that & similar Resclution will be introduced in the Senate ver,
shortly. Imn this connection Mr. Kenen submitted some concrete proposals
for the mobilization of public opinion in support of the Palestine
Resolution introduced in Congress. After discussion of the proposals .
submitted, the following were adopted:




r

1.

2.

5.

4.

5.

B

VI.

That a letter should go to &ll delegates in the nsme of the Commission
informing them of the introduction of the resolution; urging them to
write immedietely, in thelr capecity as Conforence delegates, to their
local Congressmen bespesking support for the Resolution; suggesting

that they write letters of eppreciestion to the authors of the Resoclution
and to the two floor leaders for their statements of suppert; recommend-
ing that they convene their electors for the purpose of mobiliszing
support for the Resolution by the adoption of Resolutions by their local
organizations and the transmission of these and individualized letters
to their local Congressmen.

That the Co-Chairmen of the Conference address a commmnication to the
Chairman and members of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, (and later,
after Resolution hae been introduced in the Senmate, a similar letter to
be addressed to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee) and similar
commnications to the Majority and Minority leaders of the House and
Senate.

That the Conference make a formal appearsnce at the heerings on the
Resolution before the House and Senate Committees. This delegation
should be composed of leading Zionists and non-Zionists in the Confer-
ence. In this way, we can meke it clear that the Resolution is widely
supported by sll segments of Americen Jewry.

Mr. Weisgal urged that the Confersnce draft a petition relative to
Palestine, and that the Conference, in cooperation with other organize-
tions within the Conference, organisze the effort to obtain & milllom

or more signetures of Jews to such petition - the form, content and to
whom such petition is to be addressed, as well as the detailed procedure,
to be considered by a specisl committee to be appointed by the Chairmanj
further, that the Interinm Committee be polled by telegraph with a view

to obtaining their approval of such petition. After discussion, the
above was adopted.

Thet a letter should go to all netdonal organizations affiliated with
the Conference pointing out that the Resolution is the first step in the
imnlementation of the Conference Palsstine Resolution, end urging their
netional Boards or Executive Committees to edopt statements appealing

to Congress to support the Congressional Resolution. These statements
or Resolutions should be sent to the House Forelgn Affairs and Senate
Foreign Relations Committees.

Thet the Public Relations be suthorized to release to the press the
letters sddressed to the Chairmen and members of the House Forelgn
Affeirs Committee and to the Majority and Minority leaders of the
House and Senate.

. The next meeting of the Palestine Commisslon was scheduled

for luncheon on Tuesdsy, February 15, 1944, 12:350, Biltmore Hotel.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on June 30, 1922,
. unanimously resolved "that the United States of América favors the establishment
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, it being clearly unierstood
that nothing shall be done which mey prejudice the eivil and religious rights of
Christian end all other non-Jewish communities in Paleatine, and that "I.'.ha holy
places and religlous bulldings and sites in Palestine shall be adequately
protacted"; and
WHEHEAS the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people inEurope has clearly
demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as & haven for the large numbers
who have become homeless as & result of this persecutions Therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the United States shall use its good offices and

take appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shsll be
| opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and thst there shall be full
opportunity for colomization so that Palestine may in dun-cuuru be reconstituted
as & free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth with complete equalities of rights
for al its inhabitants without distinctibn of race or creed.



WHEREAS the Sixty-seventh Cohgress of the United States, on
June 30, 1922, unanimously resolved "that the United Stutes of America favors
the establishment.in Palgstine of s pationsl home for the Jewish people, it
being clesrly understood thet mothing shall be dope which may prejudice the
civil and religious rights of Christian and all other non-Jewish communities
in Plllltj.nc, and that the holy places end religious buildings and sites in
Palestine shall be adequately protected"; and

WHEREAS President Wilson, in 1918, made the following publie
declarationt "I am persuaded that the Allied nations with the full con-
currence of our government and our peopleare agreed that in Palestine shall
be laid the foundstions of a Jewish Commonwealth"; and

WHEREAS the ruthless persecution of the Jewlsh people in Europe
had clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as & haven for the
larger numberas who have become homeless as a result of this persecutions
Therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the United States shall use its good offices and
take appropriate measures to the end thut the doors of Palestine shall be
opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be
full opportunity for colonization and economic development so that they may
contipue, the. upbuilding of Palestine-as the national home of the Jewish
people in accordance with the clear intent and purpose of the Balfour
Declaration and the Mandate.



| ﬁmﬂ {é)% A‘G:l RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO PALESTINE

RESOLVED by the Senste and House of Representstives of the United Stutes
of America in Congress assembled, that Conmgress hereby reaffirm the policy of
favoring the establishment in Pulestine of a National Home flor the Jewish
people in acecordance with the joint resolution unanimously adopted by the
Sixty-seventh Congress on the thirtieth day of June, 1922, (Publiec number
78, Bixty-seventh Congress.)

THAT recognition has thereby beem givem to the historicel connection of
the Jewish people with Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting their
Netional Home in that country.

THAT the tragic homelessness of the Jewlsh people, intensified by the
ruthless persecution of the Axis powers is and should be the concerm of the
United States.

THAT, the doors of Palestine be kept opem and free for Jewish imp jgratiom -
the victims of Nazi tyrsmny - subject to the supervisiom mnd control of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine.

THAT complete freedom be granted to the Jewish people to purchase and
acquire land in Pglestine in order to facilitate the work of colomiszation
and resettlement of Jews in Palestine.

THAT the Govermment of the United States take the neceassary appropriate
steps to sffect the purposes of this resolution to the end that in due time
Palestine shall be reconstituted as & Jewish  Commonwealth.
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FHIEEAS, the OTth Congress of the United States
on Jume 30, 19¢2, umsnimously resolved, "th.t the United Staies
of America favers the sstnWisament in Felestine of o matioml

bome for the Jewish people, it being clecrly understood that

nothing shall be dome which may prejudice the civil and religious
rights of Christinn and all other mon.Jewish communitiecs in
Palestine, ani that the Holy places and religicus tuildinge and
sites im Palestine shell be adecuately protected,” and

YHE-EsS, the ruthless persecution of the Jewish
pegple in Barope hnsg clearly demonstirated the need for a Jewish
homeland as a haven for the large numbers who hove Decome bomew

less -8 a result of shis persecution

NOR THEREFGHE BE IT RESOLVED

By the Senate of the United States that the governe
ment of the Unlted Stoles ahall use ite good offices =nd take
appropriate mensures %o the epd that the doors of Folestine shall
be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and there shall
be full opportunity for colomization so that ke Jesish people
may reconstitute the Jewish Commomrealth in its ancestral home,
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Fenrvary 1 (legislative day, Januany 24), 1944

Mr. Waosen {for himself and Mr. Tarr) submitted the following resolution ;
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

RESOLUTION

Whereas the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on
June 30, 1922, umnanimously resolved “that the United
States of America favors the establishment in Palestine  of
a national home for the Jewish people, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice
the civil and religious rights of Christian and all other non-
Jewish communities in Palestine, and that the holy places
and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be
adequately protected”; and

Whereas the ruthless persecation of the Jewish people in Europe
has clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland
as a haven for the large numbers who have become homeless
as a result of this persecution: Therefore be it

1 Resolved, That the United States shall use its good

2 offices and take appropriate measures to the end that the
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Femnuary 1 (legisintive doy, JAxvaer 24), 1044
Referred to the Comimlttes on Forelgn Relations

RESOLUTION
By Mr. Wagxer and Mr. Tarr

Fuvoring action by the United States looking
to the restoration of Palestine as a home-

land for the Jewish people.
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//"' HATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, Ine.
” 1819 BROADWAY

NEW YORK
631 Boston Boulevard

/ Detroit 2, Michigan

Mr. Honry Monsky February 2nd, 1944
Aparican Jewish Conference

521 Fifth Avenue
Hew York 17, Few York

Dear Mr. Monsky:

At its meoting on November 23rd, the Intorim Committee of the Amerisan Jswish
Conference adopied a Resolution that direoted ite Paloetins Commission "to under-
teke immediately a program for the mobilization of Ameriesn publie opinion sgainst
the British Thite Paper of 1989." 1In a lotter received by ms on Jmuary 3rd frem
Dr. Abba Hillel S8ilver, Chairman of the Palsatine Commission, it wna made evident
that the work for the abrogation of the "hite Paper was being joined to that of
defending the interests of the Jewish Natiomel Home. Purthermore, in "The Confer-
ence Record” of Jamary 15th, it was stated thet "the Palestine Commission re-
quested ell delegates te offer thoir services to local Emergency Commititees for
Palestine, which have been formed throughout the eountry by the Ameriesn Zienist
Emorgeney Coumrdl, to defend Jewish righte to Pelestine, end the interests of

the Jewich National Home."

We, the Metionsl Couneil of Jewish Women, regret that, as o member eorganization
of the American Jewish Conference, we dre not permitted to join cur efferts with
those of the othsr groups within the Conference inm working for the abrogation of
the "hite Paper becsuse this work is being conducted for the Americsn Jewish
Conference by the Zionist organizations. MAocording to the Hesolution which was
adopted by the delegate body of the Seventeenth Triemnial Convention of the
Netionel Couneil of Jewish Wemen, in Nevembor, 1943, we recorded ourselves as a
oross=section of Jewleh women, of ell shedes and pheses of Jewish thinking, in
favor of a definite program that ccncernsd Palestine, on which all ocur members
oould unite; but, becauss we ars a2 oross-section of Jewlsh Women, we eannct
pormit our Geotions to register under the banner of eny Metional organization
whose pleotform would not be eorepteble to all members of the Wationsl Couneil
of Jewish Wemen. We feel obliged to registor this stetement with you at this
time beesuse there iz no doubt of our desire to add our strength to thet of
other organizations working for the abrogation of the Britieh White Paper on
Palestine, but we must do se only in keeping with cur owm polieies.

8incerely yours,

(8igned)

Myrs. Joseph K. Welt
NATIOMAL PRESEDENT
MG WL .
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February 5, 1944

Rebbi Abba Hillel Silver
Cheirman, Palestine Commission
american Jewish Conference

¢/o The Temple

inse]l Road & E, 105th Streat
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I am pleased to inform ycu of the action taken by the
Executive: Committee of E'nai B'rith, at its meeting
held in Washington, Di C. on Jamuary 30 end 31:

"A motion was made, seconded emd carried that the
following resoclution be adopted:

"BEE IT RESOLVED, by the Executive Committee of
B'nai E'rith at its first meeting since the
gaessions of the American Jewish Conference, that
our President Henry Monsky be commended for his

vision and statesmanship in initiating the call Irll.-j-) _

of the Pittsburgh Conference, lesding to the his- HesT 7 raN 210
toric meeting of the Ameriecan Jewish Conference, " R & AT
which was called to serve our pecple and to for- A erd 19 VY.
mulate a common progrsm of action in this eriti- 70 = S
cal periocd. AT A 30l

"REE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the B'nai B'rith shall
continue its full perticipation in the American
Jewish Conference and its Interim Committee; and

YEE IT FURTHER RES0LVED that we fervently exprasa
the hope that through the instrumentality of the
American Jewish Conference complete unity of
action may be attained."

Sincerely
;/-3.;
A
/ﬁ%

ME: EEG Setretary
Copy to Mr, Jey Pearlstien, Administrative Sscretary

With cordial regards,
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February 4, 1944

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

American Zionlist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avenue

New York City

My dear Dr. Bilver:

It is with the deepest of gratification and appreciation that = acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of February lst and the contributon to the Kirchwey fuhd
in the sum of $1000 made by the American Zicnist Emergency Council. / '*)!,r . A
: . ﬂ ?"_v- o P f-'j"f.l e, '{Lnﬁ.'l-'rf
I am greatly encouraged by this gift, both because H) iﬂ{ enable Freda Kirchwey
v do & number of things of fundamental inportance and because it 1s the token of
and understanding of the relationship of the Nation to the problems of our day,
which in the past has not been on the part of many,

1 am hopeful that I ghall have the pleasure of seeing you at the dinner and of
thenking you 4in person,

)
(Eﬂ"q/ﬁ ﬁyufj \ay ?)‘”T‘b Cordially s
g\uf“l:n@ L .F'y I_‘}-.d_ g Al o '.z%,-,_..fﬁ/

:
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THE EXECUTIVE OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZAT ION

Jeruselem, February 6, 1944
¥r. Arthur Lourle
American Zionist Bmergency Council

41 East 42nd Street No. 409
NEW YORK

Dear Lourle,

Herewith a batch of news that may be of some interest to you.
1) Zionist conferences: Over the last weekend two confersnces of Zionist federations took
place, cne in London and the other in Moatreal. Ascording to telegraphic news from London,
the conference 0f the E«ZsF. was attended by over TOU delegates and heard important ad-
dresses and decided on a united Palestine campeign (of the KH, KKL, etc.) with the aim of
reaching & 1,000,000, The old leadership was re-elected with the addition to it of Leon
Simon who, 28 you might have heard, received his knighthood among the last New Year's
honours: We are still waiting to hear from Cansda.

2) Zionist Federations: Reports from the various countries continue to be satisfactory.
I hope to give you shortly some facts and figures ¢n schievements recorded as far as
Zionist mod fundereising sctivitiss, youth movement, education, membership and shekel
campaigns, issue of literaturs, etc. are concerned.

3) Hprth Africa: A new feature in our work is the revival of the Zionist activities in
the liberated countries of Horth Africa. An enormous amount of work cemn be done here,
especially in the eiucetional sphere, if the conaiderable external difficulties can be over-
come, &8 we hope they will be in the course of times The locel communities which have not
been slow in esteblishing Hebrew educational institutions and resuming Zlonlst activities,
oaturelly depend on guldeance and help from Palestine, and we are most anxious to assist
them, especially in the way of personal contacis.

4) Buropean Jewry: All reporis redeived from some recent arrivsls here have made the most
stirring impression on everybody who has heard these accounts, which in their horro® surpass
the wildest imagination. Tpe Yishuv through 1ts established sgencies is trying to be helpful,
and it is hoped thmt the help of other agenciss abroad will also be forthcominge

Dres Eliash has besn sent on a mission to Turkey, where he is expected to work in
close cantact with Barlas. His journey co-incided with that of Chief Rabbi Herszog, who
might also be helpful through his connections.

5) Igmigration: Some confort in that catastrophic situation has been derived -from the fact
thpt after a long interval Palestine has been able to receive again a trickle of immigrante
from such countries as Yemen, Algiers, Sulgaria and lately Portugal. One wishes to see in
this a good beginning.

6). Budget: Tpere hes been some delay in the formal adoption of the budget for 5704. The
Agency budget, exceeding the mark of 2 millions has just passed the committee stage and
will probably be submitted shortly for approval by the Ipner A.Cs It is significant that
the Zionist Executive, for its restricted sphere of wobkk, findk great difficulty im balancing
ites gpnnual budget amounting to & 30,000 only« This is only natural when one remembers that
the Zionist Organisation has one source of revenue only, the Shekalim, the number of which,
even if growing, has its natural limitations. Ag it is, the cutting down of some items of
expenditure will be unavoidable. The problem of finding adequate means for the expected
revival and expansion of organisation activities in the near future is still unsolved. The
obvious alternatives are subsidies from the existing funds or the insupuration of a new fund.
Suggestions under this head are invited.
Yours sincerely,

(8gd) Leo Lauterbach

14 3/8/44 ORGANISATION DEPARTMENT
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PRESS RELEASE from
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Associated Organizations:
Zionist Organization of America * Hadassah * Mizrachi » Poale-Zion
342 Madison Avenue * New York17,N.Y. =« MU 2-1160

FOR INMEDIATE RELEASE

DR. SILVER BLASTS WHITE PAPER
AT HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMIITTEE HEARING
SAYS FRALERS OF BALFOUR DECLARATION AND PAIESTINE MANDATE
WANTED A JEWISH COMMONWEALTH ESTABLISHED

Washington -— Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the executive committee of the
American Zionist Emergency Council, today told the House Foreign Affairs Committee
that the British White Paper of 1939 is "utterly unsupportable and insufferable,”
and that the framers of the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate "meant a
Jewish Commonwealth" when they spoke of the establishment of a National Home for
the Jewish people in Palestine,

Dr. Silwver appeared in support of the pending Wright—-Compton resolutions
(HR 418-419) whiech call cn the United States to "use its good offices and take
appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palegtine ghall be opened for free
entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity for coloni-
zation, so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free
and democratic Jewish Commonweslth,"

Pointing ou that, under the terms of the White Paper, Jews will be permitted
to enter Palestine only "on Arab sufferance and consent," Dr, Silver told the Come
mittee that this "confronts the Jewish pecple and the whole civilized world with
an appalling prospect.," He declared that Jewish homelessness will be widespread
after the war, with mindreds of thousands of Jews seeking new homes in a world which

(more)
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will be inhospitable to immigration, "A free and open Palestine is the indispane.
able condlition, not only for a peaceful solution of this moct ctdurate problem of
Eurcpe, but also for the pacification of Europe and the warld," he added,

Asserting that the White Paper is "by no stretch of the imszination the
fulfiliment of the n#tiunal agpirations of the Jewieh people racegnized in the
Mondate," Dr. Silver declareds UWhat did the fremers of the Balfour Declaration
and the Palestine Mandate have in mind when they spoks of the establishment of =
National Home for the Jowich people in Palestine? Their utterances leave no doubt
as tc their clear intent, They meant a Jewish State, a Jewish Commonweslth."

Highlights of Dr, Silver's testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee follow:

"Politically, the Jewish people as a people mist become 1like every other
people, poscessed of an independent 1life in a national home, Not that all Jews
should return to Palcstine any more than that all Englishmen living in all parts
of the world should return to England, or all Frenchmen to France, or all Germans
to Germany. ZEvery nation today has meny of ite former nationals, citizens of other
countries, But just as thore is an England, a France and a Germany, so must there
be a Land of Isrzel in order that the status of the Jewish people might be normal-
ized throughout the world,

"There are no other opportunities for mass immigration of Jews anywhere else
in the world. There will be none, We wish it were otherwise, but wishes are not
horses, Fecble trickles of immigration will be permitted in this or that country,
but waves will be flercely resisted; and it is with wavee, and not with trickles
that we mist concern ocurselves,

I¥e mist not forget the experiences of Jewish refugees in the last ten years.
These experiences will be no different after the war, They may be even more diffi-
eult; for nations will then be in the grip of vast economic dislocations and they
will be thinking in terms of helping their own people over the extremely formidasble

(more)
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transition period when their national economies will be passing from a war-time to
o peace~=time footing.

"4 free and open Palestine is the indispensable condition not only for a
peaceful solution of this most obdurate problem of Burope, but also for the pacifi-
cation of Europe and the world.

"The record of pioneering achievement of the Jewish people in Palestine in
the twenty years before the Second World War, the story of their heroic labors and
sacrifices and their couragecus experimentation have received the aecclaim of the
entire worlds A veritable miracle of colonization was performed. The Jewish people
increased from 55,000 to 600,000, Close to 300 colonies have been established.

Some 2,000 fantoria.a and 4,000 small workshops were opened.

"It was fortunate, indeed, that Palestine was available, readied and prepared
by the labor of these Jewish pioneers, when the horrible Hitler persecutions aswept
over Europesn Jewry, for that 1ittle eountry was able to absorb more than 300,000
refugees from Germany and Central Burope, Today Jewish Palestine is again vindieat-
ing its elaim to full life and national freedom by the extraordinary contribution
which it is making to the war effort of the United Wations. Some 23,000 young
Palestinian Jews, out of that small population, have volunteered for service in the
armies of the United Nations, Some 50,000 Panlestinian Jews are engaged in defense
work,

"What did the framers of the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate
have in mind when they spoke of the establishment of a National Home for the Jewish
people in Palestine? Their utteraonces leave no doubt as to their clear intent,

They meant a Jewish State, a Jewish Commonwealth.

"Provision, of course, was made in the Balfour Declaration and in the Maondate
for the political equality of nll citizens and for the civil and religious rights
of existing non=-Jewish commnities, These rights have been fully protected, The
fnlestine Arab has not been exploited, In fact, there arc no Arabs on the face of the

(more)
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earth today more prosperous than the Arabs of Palestine,

"The White Paper is by no stretch of the imagination the fulfillment of the
national aspirations of the Jewish people recognized in the Mandate, It is their
total liquidation. The Jews were left to build their national home without men and
without land, just as their ancestors in Egypt were expected to make brick without
straw,

"If the White Paper was found odious and morally unjustifiable in 1939, be-
fore the Second World War and before the appalling disasters swept over the Jewish
commnities of Europe, driving hundreds of thousands of Jews helpléss and lmpover- °
ished from their homes to wander over the face of the earth, how utterly insupport-
able and insufferable is it today!l

"In March of this year, the pitifully restricted immigration schedule per-
mitted under the Vhite Paper will eome to an end. Thereafter no more Jews will be
permitted to enter Palestine except on Arab sufferance and consent, This eonfronts
the Jewish people and the whole eivilized world with an appalling prospect, It is
self-evident that Jewish homelessness will bc widespread after the war, There will
be mindreds of thousands of Jews who will have to seek new homes in a world vhich
will be inhospitable to immigration.

UNo doubt the Jews of Europe, following the Allied vietory, will be restored
to their political rights and to equality of citizenship, But they possessed these
rights after the last war —— even minority rights in some of the eountries of Central
and Eastern Europe —— and anti-Semitism was never so rampant, so vicious, as after

the last war, !

$35-2/8/44



STATEMENT OF DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, CHAIRMAN
el OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, AMERICAN

1
ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL J}-}’% \\a\

{ I am deeply grateful to the members of the Foreign affairs Committee
for the privilege afforded me to appear here and speak in approval of the
Resolutions #418 and #4198 which have been introduced in the House. These
Resclutions reflect the spirit of a eimilar resclution adopted unanimously
by both Houees of Congress in 19228, They evidence again the profound
interest of the American pecple, epeaking throush their chosem represen-
tatives in Congrese, in the great historic cause of the rebuilding of the
Jewl sh Naticnal Home in Palestine,

May I eay, at the outset, that nothing is further from the minds of
those for whom I speak == and I believe I speak for millione of Jewieh
r citizena of the United States -- who through the representatives of their

national organizations and the elected delegntes of their respective com-

miinities gathered at the great Amerioan Jewish Conference last September

and voiced overshelmingly their endorsement of the Jewish commonwealth ih
Falestine and called for the abrogation of the Fhite Paper than to embarrass
our great and gallant ally Great Britain, whoese heroic defense of civiliza-
tion against Nazl barbarism in the dark days when she stood alome will
remain an eplo of high courage and spiritual grandeur to inspire all future
generations. We have no quarrel with Oreat Britain. we can never forget
that it was Ureat Britain which, first among the natione, give recognition
to the naticnal aspiraticns of the Jewlish people in the iescuance of the
Balfour Declaration. But a wrong and unjustifiable political policy

affecting the Jewvieh naticnal home which this very declaration welcomed



and committed His Majesty's Government to ite mchievement, is about to

be conpummated. It would to 211 intents and purposes ligquidate the Jewlsh
national home. It ia thie peliey, which has been sharply oriticized by
the foremost statesmen of Great Britainm herself, that wmne ask tc be
rescinded, We retain our strong confidence in the integrity and the
abiding goodwill of Great Britain that this will be done.

We feel that this very resolution when adopted will, 28 was pointed
out here a moment age, strengthen the hands of cur many friends in Great
Britain whe wish to see this wrong, unwise, and ille gal policy abrogated.

May I aleo be permitted t¢ give a bdrief historical background to
the movement to regocnetitute the Jewlsh commenwealth in Palestine, perhaps
a subject which will not be covared by the other pecple who will speak
heret 1t is not a recent movement. It did not begin with modern
Zioniem, nor with the first Zioniet colonies shich were established in
Palestine 856 years ago. The ideal of national restoration dates from the
year of the destruction of Jerustlem and of the Temple in the year 70 A.D.,
and from the beginning of the widespreand dispereion of the Jewish people.

Throughout the following cemturies the hope of rebuilding their
national home wae never absent from among our people, Modern Zioniem is
cnly the latest expresesion of that undeviating will to national resoration
whigh has persisted throushout the ages.

For fifteen centuries and more prior to the time of the great

Dispersion, the Jewigh people lived in Palestine as a nation, undergoing
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all the changing pclitical viciesitudes which all naticns, larce cr small,
are bound to experience over a long period of time,

During scme of those centuries they made their greatest contri-
bution to eiviligzation in the religious field. They gave the Eible to the
world and formulated the great epiritu2l and ethicel ideals of mankind.

In Faleetine and from the Jewish National ceme both Judaism and Christianity.

Whenever digaeter threatemed their national existence, they found
strength to surmount it. The destruction of the first temple in the sixth
ull_hﬂ' B.0., mnd the exile of the best part of 1srael to Babylonia did not
result in the death of the mation. By the rivers of Babylon they sat down
and wept as they remembered Zion, and in thelr exile they vowed: "If I
forget thee, U Jerusalem, way my right hind forget her cunning.”

In the seeond pre-Christisn century, the Jews revolted avainst
their Syrian or erlords and regained their political independence. A
century later they loet it again to the Romans. When the oppression of
the Romans beci2me too great, they revolted again, This great revolt
lasted for 6 yefre, until 70 A.D., vhen Jerusalem and the temple was
destroyed. But the Jewieh Natione did not perigh then. In 115 the
Jevieh people revolted again. And in 135 they revolted a third time.
Determinedly they reslsted the greatest empire of the esrth in defense
of their national 1ife and liberties,

In the following centuries and &g a result of perseoution,

Jewish 1ife in Falestine sharply declined from its high levels, but it

continued in a relatively large scale up to the seventh century, when we



again heer of Jewe fighting for their freedom. Jews clung to Palestine
all through Roman, Byszantine, Arab, Christian, and Turkish domination, to
thig very day. ‘"Throughout the ages, even in the darkest periods of the
Crusades, the protracted wars of the Middle Ages, and in modern times, the
Jews never entirely left the soil of Palastine." They never surrendered
the hope th.at some day they would rebullt their national 1ife there. The
bitter experiences of 2,000 years of exile, outlawry, ghettos, and masoacres
only served to reinforoe that hope.

The effort to return to Palestine wae unremitting through the ages.
The living bond with Palestine was never brokem. The hope of return became
part of the Jews' oreed. It echoed through the pages of hie prayer book.
His festivals were redolent of memories and hopes of Palestine. The Mes~
sianie hope which sustained the epirite of ocur people throughout the bleak
centuries was essemtinlly the hope of Israel's return to Palestine. All
through the Middle Ages, shen traveling weps most difficult and dangerous,
Jews found wAys singly or in groups, to return to Palestine.

In the nineteenth century this age-0ld national =spiration
finally entered the phaese of political organization and practical action,

Orthodox rabbies and lay leaders, moved by convictions beth
religious and national, were among the first to advocate planned and
concerted colonization projeete to Palestine.

A ptrong urge towarde political agtion for national emaneipation

eame aled from the circles of Jews of western Europe who had beecme die-

illusioned with the results of the nineteenth century enlightenment and



emancipation. Oudden and viclent cutburste of anti-Semitism in unexpected
plages forced upon these Jews who had so sanguinely awaited the early
liguidation of the Jewish problems, the negessity of taking stock of their
position anew.

They reali zed that the problem of the national homelessness of the
Jewish people wns the prineipal scurce of the Jewish Millennial tragedy and
that it remained 2a pgtark and %e menacing as ever. It simply could not be

circumvented by wishful thinking or plessant daydreaming.

These Jews began to look for the bagic solution of the problem and
they soon discovered it. Fundamentally the rot of 2ll the trouble was that
the Jewish people was a national homeless people in the world and the only
solution for national homelepéness 42 & national home.

Great thinkeres from &mong the intellectual circles of westernized
furepe Jewry formulated this new ineight and eonvietion. The theme common
to a1l wiag emancipation through m2tional restoration. Not that all Jews
ghould return to Palestine any more than that all Emglishmen in all parts
of the world should return to England, or all Fremchmem to France, or all
Germans to CGermamy. Every nation today has many of ite former nationals,
elitizens of other countries. The Jews in other pwrte of the world will
remain ag heretofore loyal citigzens of the country which will permit them
tc remain equal citigzens of those countries, and the American Jews who have
served their country so faithfully beth in peace and in war, intend to

remain citizens of the United States, &nd their relationship with the

Jewlgh commonwealth will be no dAifferent from that of other American

citigens with respect to their anceatorial homes. But, just 2z there is
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an England, a France, and a Germany, s0 must there be a Land of Israel
in order that the status of the Jewish people might be normalized
throughout the world, Folitically the Jewish people &8 a people must
begome like every other people, possessed of an independent 1life in a
national home.

In 1887, Theodore Herzl convoked the firet Zionist Congress at
Basle, Switzerland. There the official Zionist platform was adopted:
"The aim of Zionism 18 to create for the Jewish people a home in
FPalestine secured by public law.”

¥ thin 20 years of the organization of modern political Zioniem,
the movement received formal approvel at the hande of the greatest empire
on earth -- Great Britainm.

On November 2, 1917, Arthur James Balfour, them Secretary of
State for Foreipgn Affaire, iesued the famous deolaration in the name of

the British Government:

"His MR jesty's Government views with favor the estiblighment
in Palestine of a national home —

Note the term "national® --

for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors to
facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice
the eoivil and religicue rights of existing non-Jewigh
communitiee in Palestine, or the rights and politieal
statue enjoyed by Jewe in any other country."

The Balfour Declaration, which represente a turning point in the
history of the Jewlsh people, wns not, as hasg sometimes been represented,
8 purely Britieh formulation of poliey. It was for many months the subject

of long and earnest negotiation between the principal Allied Powers. 1Im



February and March of 1918 the French and Italisn Coernments, respectively,
issued parallel statements in support of the Balfour Declaration. Preesident
¥ilson had sympathetiecally followed the negotiatioms 2nd had emocouraged the
issuance of that declaration, 2nd our Government insisted oh hiving a hand
in the drafting c¢f the mandate.

At a meeting of the Supreme Couneil of the Allied Powers, held
at San Remo in April, 1920, the Balfour Declaration was unanimously
adopted and embodied in the Mandate for Falestine which was offered to
Oreat Britain.

On July 24, 1822, the Council of the League of Nations unanimous-
1y ratified the British mandate, with the incorporated declaration 2g an
integral part. That same year the Oongreze of the United States 2dopted
the resclution which has been read to you thie morning:

"Resolved by the Senate 2nd House of Represemtatives of the

United States of America in Oongress assembled, That the

United States of Amerioa favors the establishment in

Falestine of a national home for the Jewish people, it

being clearly understeood that nothing shall be done, eto,--
And them cocure the rest of the Balfour Declaration.

The preamble to the mandate contains this significant clause,
and I would like to ecall it to your attention:

“Whereas recognition has hereby been given to the historical

conneotions of the Jewish people with FPalestine and the
grounds for reconstituting their national home in that country®®s. *
These are the words of the preanmble of the mandate. In other

words, the "reconstitution® of a Jewigh homeland in Palestine was thus

accepted g a world policy. It was regarded as =m act of restitution.

It was a recognition both of the present need of the Jewich pecple and of



the continuity of ite eclaim to ite homeland, 2 continuity umbroken by the
vieiseitudee of 2,000 years of history.

fhat did the framere of the Balfour Declaration and the Paleetine man-

date have in mind when they spoke of the establishment of a national home

for the Jewlsh pecple in Palestine? Their utteranoces leave no doubt as to
their clear intent. They meant a Jewlsh state, a Jewish commonweal th.

Lloyd George, Prime Minister of Great Britain at the time of the
igeuance of the Balfour Declaration, writes in hig memoirs:

"It was not their (the British Cpbinet's)idea that a Jewish state
should be set up lmmediately by the peace treaty without refer-
ange to the wishes of the majority of the inhabitants. On the
other hand, it was ocontemplated that when the time arrived for
according representative inestitutions to Palestine, if the Jews
had meanwhile responded te the opportunity offered them by the
idea of a national homeland and had become a definite majority
of the inhabitante, then Palestine would thue become a Jewigh
commonwealth, The notion that Jeéwlsh immigration would have to
be artificially restricted in order to emsure that the Jews should
be a permanent minority never emtered into the hezd of anyone en-
gazed in framing the policy. That would have been regarded ae
unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom we are appealing.”

General Smuts, 2till one of Great Britain's foremoest statesmen, per-
haps next to Churchill the most powerful pelitical figure in the British
Empire, who, in 1919 was a member of the Imperial ¥ar Cabinet, declared
that he envisaged an inoreasing stream of Jewisgh immigration into Fales-
tine and in gemerations to come a great Jewigh state rising there once
more. In 1941 he declared that he is convinoced today, no lese than he
wag in 1917, of the necessity of establishing a Jewish State in Falestine
and he expressged the hope and confidence that there could and would be

peace and cooperation between the Jewieh State and other neighboring states.
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Winston Churchill, whem he whs Seoretary of State in 1920, declared:
"1f, aes may well happen, there should be ereated in our lifetime

by the banks of the Jordan a Jewish State under the protection

of the British Crown, which might compriee 3,000,000 or 4,000,000
Jews, an event will have oocurred in the hietory of the world

which would from every point of view be beneficial &nd would be
especially in harmony with the truest interests of the British
Pupire.*

Fresident Wilson, in 1919, declared:

“l1 am persuided that the Allied natione, with the fullest

congurrence of our Govermment and our people, are agreed

that in Falestine shall be laid the foundations of a

Jewish commonwealth."

Our then Seoretary of State, Charles E. Hughes, writing to Lord
Balfour in January 1822, concerning the mandate for Palestine, which was
a subject of extensive negotiation between our Government and Great Britain,
(and which negotiations resulted in substential modifications in the draft
of the mandate,) assumed that what was being planned in Falestine wae a
Jewligh State. There were three or four drafte. (See p. 60, Mandate for
Faleetine == prepared in the Division of Near fastern Affaire == publication
of the Department of State, ¥ashington, 1931.)

It is, therefore, higtorically aeccurate, and in view of what has
transpired since those years, politically scund, for the resolutions whieh
have been introduged in the Senate to speak of a free and democratic Jewish
commcnwealth., It ig not a new congcept. It i& exaotly what was originally
contemplated. Attempts have been made to whittle down the meaning of the
terms, "a national home," employed in the Balfour Declaration and the

mandate., It has been asserted that a Jewish national home already exists

in Palestine and that a permanent Jevish minority within a Palestine state,
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such as the White Paper emvisaves, is quite consistent with the avowed
purposes of the mandate. This, of course, iz nmot the case. It ig well,
therefore, to streas the true objective of the mandate whioh was the
reconstitution of the Jewish commonwealth, whioch presupposes a Jewish
majority in the ecountry, as Mr. Lloyd George correctly points out. The
exprienges of the last 25 yeare indicate that no such majority will ever
be attained unless the control of immigration ia vested with the Jewish
Agency, which alone is interested in the ereation of absorptive capacity
and in the intensive agricultural and induetrial development of the lamd
in order %o abeord rapidly large numbers ¢f immigrants and provide them
with the means of esrning a livelihcod.

It was not oontemplated to set up two #tates in Palestine, or
to eet up a ?uaﬂtu atate in which Jews would be a permanent minority.
The mandate made Great Britain "reasponsidble for putting into effect the
declaration officially made on Novemwber 2, 1917, by the Government of His
Britannio Majesty" i.e., the Balfour Declaration. The mandatory was
charged with the regponsibility "for plaecing the country under such
politieal, administrative and ecomomie conditioms as will secure the
establishment of the Jewigh national home® (art. 2). (The mandate
nowhere spesks of the establishment of an Arab national home in Palestine).

The mandate ealls for the recognition of "an aprropriate Jewigh
agency aes 2 publig body for the purpose of advising and cocoperating with
the adminietration of Palestine in such econmomic, eocial and other matters
as mey affect the establishment of the Jewish mational home * * * and to
agsiet and take part in the development of the country." (The mandate
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nowhere speaks of the recogniticn of am Arab agemcy, for it was not required,
inasmuch ae it wee mot contemplated to set up in Falestine an Aradb national
state. )

Under the terms of the mandate the Zionist organizatiom of the
world was invited "to secure the cooperation of all Jews who are willing
to assist in the establishment of the Jewish national home" (art. 4)

The mandatory wae charged with the duty of "facilitating Jewish
immigration® into Palestine and of encouraging "in cooperation with the
Jewish agency" close settlement DY Jews on the land, ineluding State landas
and waste lands not required for publie purposes (art. 6)

It was called upen to enagt a nationality law -- "go 38 to
fagilitate the acquisition of Palestinian citigemship by Jews who take wup
their permsnent residence in FPalestine (art. 7)

(There are no provigions in the mandate for facllitating Arad
immigration into Palestine or their close gettlement on the land,)

The administration of Palestine was asked t0o -- "arrange with the
Jewish ageney to comstruct or operate sny public worke, services, and
utilities, mnd to develop any of the national resources of the country (art.ll,

Fhat do all those ¢lear proviesionsg mount up to?! That Palestine
wag t0 be built up as a Jewish national state -- and that for the transi-
tion periocd, until a Jewish majority is achieved and the country is ready
for self-governing institutions, Great Britain was entrusted by the prineipal
Allied Povers with a mandate to administer the country upon terms and powers

clearly defined in the mandate by the Council of the League of Natioms.



-18=

L
' ¥2s the proposed reestablighment of the Jewish commonwealth in
I Faleatine unfair to the Arabs? May I be permitted to gquote the words of
| the Right Honmorable Alfred Duff Cooper, former First Lord of the British
| Admiralty, epoken hers in Washington in the epring of 1940:

. *In 1914 there was hardly any territory which the Arabs could

i eall their own. They were almost throughout the Near EZast

| subject to Turkish suzerainty. Since 1914, they have acquired
vast tracts of territory vhere they are independent; the whole
of Arabia; Tramsjordania, which was taken away from the ori-
ginal econeeption of Falestine; 3yria, where again they exercise
semi-independent righte. No nation in the world has s0 1ittle
ground for complaining of what the Germans csll lack of leben=-
straum as the Arab rage. They have vast spaces in which to
expand. They have been amongst the greatest benefliclaries of
the World war, and nmow they are subjeot to mo particular evils.®

Realiz!ng that the Arabs would have their national aspiraticns

satisfied after the war by the establishment of a number of Arab national

: atates, and that these gtates would have land areas s0 large that it would
teke them oenturies to develop them, and realizing aleo that the Jews
stood in desperate need of a place of refuge, for their people, the Allies
regerved "the tiny motoh" of Palestine, as Balfour called it -- just
10,000 square miles for the Jewish people. The Aradb lands cover more than
a million square milee and they are underpopulated and largely undeveloped.

Provieion, of course, was made in the Balfour Declaration and in
the mandate for the political equality of all eitigzena and for the glvil
and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities. These rights
have been fully protected. The Paleestine Arab has not been exploited,

In fact, there are no Arabs on the face of the earth today more

prospercus tham the Arsabs of Palestine.



The establishment of the Jewish Nationasl Home in Palestine will,
ve believe, be 2 great boon to the entire Near Eaet mnd to all the Arasd
pecples. Jewe are bringing secientifie ekill, technical knowledge,
material resources, &2nd high enthusisem to the urbuilding of Palestine.
Paleatine ie destined to become the hudb of & great and rapid economie
development of the entire Near East. The proeperity of Palestine will
stimulate, and, in the couree of time will come to depend upon the
prosperity of all adjacent Arab countries.

It has been alleged that promieses were 2lso made to the Arabe
during the last war to the effect that Palestine was to be included in
the area in whigh Arab independenge would be sstablished. 8Sir Henry
KoMahon, then His Majesty's High Commiesioner in Egypt, who negotiated
with the gherif of Meoca, later King Hauscsein, is alleged to have made
such a promise. The British Government has consistently maintained that
Palestine wae definitely excluded from McMahon's pledge.

MoMahon, himeelf, in a letter to the Timee, London, July 23, 1937,
atated;

"1 feel it my duty to etate, snd I do sc¢c definitely and

emphatically, that it »2s not intended by me in giving

this pledge to King Hassein, to include Falestine in the

aree in which Arad independence was promised.

"I 2lso had every reason to believe at the time that the

fact that Palestine waes not included ih my pledge wes

well understood by King Haesein."

During the yeare 1917 to 1921 nc claime to Palestine were ralged
by the Arab representatives. Indeed, they did in various ways expliocitly

agree to Falestine being treated differemtly from Arad tarritories.
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Emir Feleal, son of Hussein, afterward Eing of Iraq, the leader
of the Arabe in the orueial war years, stated in December 1918:

"The twoe m2in branches of the Semitic family, Arabs and Jews,

understand one another, and I hope that as a result of inter-
change of ideas at the Peace Conferemce, which will be guided
by ideals of self-determination and nationality, each nation
will make definite progress toward the realization of its
aspirztions. Arabs are not jealous of Zionist Jews, and
intend to give them fair play, and the Zioniest Jews have
assured the Nationalist Arabs of their intention to see

that they too have fair play in their respective areas.”

And in Jasnuary 1619, Emir Feisal, for the Arab Kingdom of Hedjasz,
and Dr. Chaim Weizmann, on behalf of the Zionist Organization, signed
a treaty of friendehip which clearly shows that Feleal regarded FPalestine
ag a lsnd reserved for Jewish nutional settlement. He also submitted to
the Peace Conference a memoramdum on the Arab claime in which he asked
for the indepsndence of a number of Arabio areas with the expliecit
exception of Falestine,

If I may be permitted, Mr. Chairman, I should 1like to read into
the record the doouments to which I have referred.

The record, then, of what was intended for Palestine and what was
undertaken is gquite oclear. The civilized world recognized the right of
the Jewish people to rebuild their national home in Palestine. Great
Britain mocept ed a mandate to facilitate its consumption. The Jews of
the world get themselves to the task of upbullding.

Thus a new era in Jewish history was ushered in. The Jewslah people

threw themselves into the work of upbuilding with incomparable zeal and

enthusiasm. The task was enormous -- untrained hande, inadequéte means,
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overvhelming diffieulties. The land was stripped and poor -- nesleoted
through the centuries. Nuropean Jewry was shattered snd impoverished by
the war and ocould not be quickly rallied to the work of reconstruetion,
Plans had to be improvieed and earried through piecemeanl. Nevertheless,
the record of pioneering achievement of the Jewlish people in Palestine in
the 20 years between two world wars, the story of their heroic labore and
eaorifices and their couragecus experimentation have regceived the acelaim
of the entire world. A veritable miracle of colonization wae performed.
The Jewish population incressed from 55,000 to 800,000. Cloee to 300
coloniee have been established. Soeinl vieion and high humen idealiem
vent into the planning end structure of many of them. The waters of

the Jordan were harnessed for eleetric power. 8ome 2,000 factories and
4,000 small workshops were opened. The Dead Sea wns made to yleld ite
vast chemical resources. Barren hille and valleys were reforested.
¥arehes were drained. A splendid educational eystem wae developed,
crowned by the Hebrew Univeraity on Mount Secepus. A modern health gervice
was established throughout the country, available to Jewe, Mohammedans,

and Christitins alike.

(I hope you will have the privilege of hearing later on one of
the great experts of our country, Dr. Lowdermilk tell you of what hue

been socomplished in Palestine.)
1t wes fortunate, indeed, that Palestine was avallable, readied

and prepared by the labor of these Jewich pioneers, whem the horrible

Hitler persecutions swept over Eurcpean Jewry. For that 1ittle country



wae able to absorb more than 300,000 refugees from GCermany 2nd Central
Europe, 2 gountry a0 sm®]l that it could hide itself in one of the great
ftates that you represent. Today Jewigh Palestine ie again vindicating
its elaim to full 1ife and nation®l freedom by the extraordinary contri-
butions whiech 1t is making to the war effort of the United Natione, have
fought bravely, many of them with rare distinction. The ecivilian popu-
lation 1s engaced in an all-out effort to back up the fighting armies in
the Near East by providing them with many vital supplies and services;
50,000 Palestinian Jews are engaged in defense work.

And here we come to the point of this reeclution. The adminie-
tration of Palestine hég unfortunately not always been conducted on a
plane corresponding to the high intentions of the framers of the Balfour
Deolaration, nor did 1t refleet the good will and unflegging sympathy of
the English pecple whoese higtoeric friendship the Jewigh pecple will never
forget. Looal British officials, though of high integrity, have shown
1little understanding of the procesees involved in the building of the
Jewigh homeland, and there are always great diffioulties asscoiated with
the upbuilding of a new homeland, They have not grasped the implications
of the organie relationship between the Jewish people cuteside of Falestine,
to whom the Balfour Declaration was igsued, and the land which they ad-
winigtered., The rebuilding of the Jewish homeland implies a drgnlae outlook.
The outlook of British officials hag been in the main static, based on the
tagit aspsumption that Palestine alcne, and not the integration of large
nusbers of immigrante with an evolving Jewish homeland, was their concemn.

They have, therefore, tended to look upcn the local difficulties
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apsocinted with the upbuilding of the Jewish homeland as unnecessary
disturbances of the status quo, instead of a nitural part of the task as-
gigned to them. Ko ocorrective to this attitude woe applied by the home
government in lLondon. Ko consistent attempt wes made to bring home to
the Arabe of Palestine the fagt that the Balfour Declaration was an
interallied polioy, and later, that the mandate w2s international law,
and the first evidence of recfleitrance on their part -- namely, the
riots of May 193] - was rewarded by a temporary suspension of Jewisgh
immigration,

Conc ession led to concession. The White Paper issued in 1922
declared that -

"the terms of the Balfour Declaration dc not contemplate that

Falestine nes a whol should be converted intoc a Jewish national

home, but that such a home should be est2bliched in Palestine.”

Thie war the beginning of reinterpratation. 1t introduced an
element of ambiguity into shat had been quite clear till then.

The Falestine contemplated in the mandate had consisted of Trane-
jordan and ele-Jordan. In the hear 1822, Trensjordan--three times the
area of cle-~Jordan--wipg closed to Jewish immigration.

In subsequent years, Falestine's BEritish cfficials took the view
that they were not primarily concerned with the facilitation cof the
creation of a2 Jewish homeland, but with the administration of the
country in ite exipting condition.

This view has dominated the policies and actions of the Falestine
adminigtration ever gince. The national rights cf the Jewieh people in

relation te Palestine which had been internationally acknowledged and which
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alone gtive legal bapls for the mandatory presence there at all were
progreseively and comsietently sacrificed.

Following the disturbences of 18368, & Palestine Royal Commission
was gent to Falestine to investigate. Ite report proposed to partition
the country, to coreate an Arab and a Jewish state, and an area reserved
for British administration.

A technioal commission wre them set up to work cut the details of

a partition plan. It finally declared that the partition plan waes unworkable.

Following discussions in Londom in 1938, to which representatives
of Arabs and Jews were invited and which brought mo positive results, the
British Government of the late Mr. Chamberlain prepared the White Faper of
May 17, 1828. The House of Commones reluctantly consented to it during a
tense period of international complicntions, only after the Government
ingieted on acceptance as a vote of confidence. The White Faper was
formally disapproved by the Permanent Mandates Commiesion. It was never
eubmitted for approval to the Coumeil of the Lemgue of Nations, although
artiocle 27 of the mandate clearly states that -

"the conesent of the Council of the League of Nations is
required for any modifications of the terms of the mandate."

It was thus denied legal validity. FHowever, despite all thie, it
was put into effect. |

Under the terma of thig White Paper, Jewish immigration wae limited
to 10,000 a year for the next 5 years. A bonus immigration of an addi-

tional 25,000 was allowed in comsideration of the plight of Jewish refugees.
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However, after March of this year, 1944, Jewish immigration is to be
discontinued entirely "unless the Arabe of Palestine are prepared to
acquieece in 1t."

The White Paper likewise grants the High Commissioner of Palestine
general powers to prohibit and regulate transfers of land., Regulationg
have been issued according to which Jewe are allowed the right of free
purchase in only 2.6 percent of the total area of Palestine -- 280 aguare
miles, A total prohibition on tranafer of land to Jews wie imposed in
about two-thirds of the country, in the remaining area transfer is per-
migeible only under gevere restriotion and subject to the coneent of the
High Commigeioner., Thus discriminatory lawg againet Jewe were introduced
in their own national homs!

Thue the Jews were left tc build their national home without men

and without land, just as their ancestors in Egypt were sxpected to make

briok without straw,

The thite Paper is by no stretech of the imagination the fulfillmemt
of the national aspirations of the Jewish people recognized in the mandate.
It is their total liquidation. This White Paper when it was issued in 1939
in the disastrous Munich sppessement era and as pert of that tragic poli-
tical and gspiritual debacle of those days, aroused the bitterest opposition.
It was denounced both at home 2nd abroad., It was viclently opposed by
some of the forsmost etatesmen of Creat Britain. I would just like to
quote this eentence from the great statement of Winston Churchill whiech
he made in the House of Commone when the policy of the White Paper was

being discussed., He paid:
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"fe are now asked to submit, and this rankles most with me,

to Bn agitation which 18 fed with foreign money and cease~
lessly inflamed by Nagl &nd by Fasciet propagenda,”

If the ¥hite Paper was found odious &nd morally unjustifiable in
1838, before the Second World War and before the Appalling disasgters swept
over the Jewish communities of Europe, driving hundreds of thousande of
Jews helpless and iwpoverighed from their homes to wander over the faot
of the earth, how utterly insupportable and insufferable it is today!

The 1agt 6 years have been the blackest in Jewish history. They
elimaxed 5 other years whioch the Naszi regime ushered in, during which one
Jewigh community after another in central and efstern Europe wig broken
and myriads of Jews were driven into exile from countries where they had
ne dignity, honor, tnd where they and their ancestore had lived for
centuries. Myriade of them orowded the highways of the world in quest
of refuge and sanctuvary and finding most doore barred against them. But
& worse fate awalted thoee who could not escape in time. For them, Hitler
has degreed total extermination -- gystematic, ruthless annihilaticn -=-
in gne chamberg, by machine gune, in human slaughter pens. Two million
perished. Some who managed to esonpe, and after monthe of wandering
finally reached the shores of Falestine -= the shores of the Jewish
national home -= were turned away. They were refused 2dmission. They
had no certificates. The last door of hope was shut to them. Nany tried
to enter 1llesally, Hundredes of them were apprehended, sent to concen-
tration eamps, and later foreibly evacuated to the island of Mauritius in

the Indian Ugean where they are rotting to this day, Many perished in
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Haifa Bay; 780 souls perished in the Black Sea on the illefated STRUMA
becauss permigsion to enter Palestine w»2g refused to them. But for thie
infamoue White FPaper they might have been saved. Had the doors of Fales-
tine been wide cpen these last years of Nazl terror and had the mandatory
Rovernment fully cooperated in the task, tems of thousande of additional
refugees might have been saved from Hitler's mass execution.

In March of thies yetr, the pitifully restricted immigration schedule
permitted under the White Paper will come to an emd. Only the 30,000 unused
vistg -- unused, principrelly becsuse of the administrative difficultiee put
in the way by Palestine officialsg =« remain. Thereafter, no more Jews will
be permitted into Palestine except on Aradb sufferance and consent. Thie
confronts the Jewish people and the whole civiligzed world with amn appalling
prospect. It i2 pelf-evident that Jewish homeleseness will be widespread
aAfter the war, There will be hundreds of thousands of Jews, perhaps mile
lions, who will seek mew homeg in a world which will te inhospitable to
immigration. The strugele for existence in a rovaged poste-war Europe will
be harsh and bitter. Famine, poverty and misery will stalk over the fach
of that war=riven continent. There will be ruined economies, worthless
currencies, social collapse and revolutions in every defeated country --
just as after the last war. 'rh‘l youth of half of half the world which
heg been indootrinated with the racial 2and naticnalistic mythologies of
Nagi-Fascliet dictatorship will be epirituslly lost »nd unsuited to a
democratic way of 1ife whth they have been taught to hate and despise --
and they will be virulent Jew haters. Jews will acain be eyed sullenly

aes unweloome economic competitore by millione of job-hundry and career-
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hungry men. Eoomomic hostility will onee again be raticnalized into
the well-kncwn and quite serviceable anti-Semitio thesie.

No doubt the Jewe of Europe, following an Allied victory, will be
restored to thelr political rights and to equality of eitizenship. But
they possessed these righte after the last war -- even minority rights in
some of the countries of Central and Fastern Furope and anti-Semitism was
never o rampant and po viecious as after the last war.

Oan Europe, ¢an the world, can America, which is for all time to
come 20 inextricably bound up with the rest of the world, permit thie
menacing situation to continue indefinit ely after the war?

The Jewigh people should be permitted and helped to develop their
homeland in Palestine in such a way as to be able to drain off, in a

relatively short time, two or three million Jewe from the crowded and
economically tensioned centers of central and eagtern Europe. This will
sagse the pressures upon the Jews who will remain there, who will then
ceage to be foei of irritation, confliet, and unrest.

And this bringes me back to what Mr. Hamilton Fish said. He told
you a fine story of what he tried to 40 and earnestly tried to do About
the establishment of other ecolonies, but you heard the conelusion a:l'. it.
Nothing waes done. We have had experience with other colonies. There wae
one regently founded in Santo Domingo in which we placed very high hopes
but which perhaprs will take care of only a few thousand soule, perhaps

of only 2 few hundred soulse.

There are nc other opportunities for mass emigration of Jews anywhere
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else in the world. There will be none. We wish it were otherwise, but
wishes are not horeses. Feeble trickles of immigration will be permitted
in this or that country, but waves will be fiercely resisted; tut it is
with waves of immigraticon and not with trickles that we must concern our-
eelvens. We Zioniste 2re not opposed to Jewish immigration to any country
in the world. oQuite the contrary. We hope and prey all countriees will
open their doore to refugees. But thoee thinge do not happen.

e mast not forget the expe riences of Jewigh refugees in the last
10 years. These experiences will be no different after the war. They
may be even more difficult; for nations will them be in the grip of vast
economic disloentions and they w»ill be thinking in terms of helping their
own pecple over the extremely formidable transition e ricd when their
national economies will be pageing from 2 wartime to a2 peacetime footing.
They will refuse to complicate their lives with large inflexes of im-
poverished immigrants. The Jerish colonies are ready to expand and take
in Jewvich immigranta,

A free and oren Falestine is the indispensable condition not only
for a peaceful solution of thie moest obdurate problem of Europe, but alse
for the pacificeation of Europe and the workd.

3tateamen should ¢learly understand thie, If the problem of maes
Jewish emigration and of the national homelegsnese of the Jewish pecople

is not clearly faced and solved after the war, it will return over and

over again to harass and unsettle the world, Reaction will exploit the
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gituation agein and again. The defenselese position of the Jews was
exploited by the Nazie toc rige to power. They employed it as a weapon
to achieve the disintegration of Europe. Fasecist adventurers after the
var will continue tc exploit it. The Jerish problem is quite as much
the world's problem 2s it is that of the Jews.

¥hat the world iill do concerning the Jewish people and conecerning
the restoration of ites national 1ife in Palestine after the war will be
the true index of the nature and character of the entire program of world
recon etruction. The world patterns of reconsgtruction will unerringly
reflect the decisions which will be made eonecerning the Jewigh people and
its national status. If in the case of the Jewish people, which possesses
ne armiee or navies, and which will emerge from the World ¥ar the moet
shattered of all peopleg, the United Nations will act in a spirit of
justice, vision, and true etatesmanship, then there is hope that by the
game spirit the entire world will be healed and saved.

Surely, the Jewleh pecple 2re no less deserving than other peoples
whose naticnal independence and freedom have been guaranteed by the United
Nations. They have been the worst victims of Nazi brutality, end their
casualties hive been propertionftely the heaviest. The Jewlsh people
degperately needs Palestine for its homeless millioneg now and after the
war, 2nd for ite national security, dignity, and normaley. Jews have shown
a remarkable capacity for pioneering, for laber and sacrifice. They have

built sorthily and well in Palestine. They have made Falestine their own
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again by their heroic labor, by their blood and sweat. Nearly all that
ie hopeful, promising, and progressive in that country today, the Jews
have created.

that has been called the noblest enterprise of ocur time must not
now be cruelly sapped and undermined.

These resclmtiones which have been introduced in the House and in
the Semate, and which have recelved the endorsement of the leaderas of
both political parties, 2k our Government to use ite good offices, as

it did once before, to assist a sorely tried and harassed people in

accomplisghing the task of rebuilding its maticnal 1ife in its ancestral
home == a tagk appr oved of by our Government and our people and by 52
other nations at the close of the last war == a task, however, which |
cannot be accomplished without the free entry of Jewe into the country
and without the fulleat opportunities for colonization and economic
development. The reconetitution of Fealestine 2s a Jewish commonwealth
would be tc us men of faith a fulfillment of prophecy and to all an aect

of historie justice to an ancient and long=martvred pecple.
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FOR IMMEDIATE EEIEASE

DR, SILVER SAYS FOREIGH AFFAIRS COMMITIEE HEARINGS SHOW STRONG SUPFORT
FOR PAIESTINE HESOLUTION, BUT WARNS "BATTIE IS NOT YET Woy"
) (A g T o
EEFORTS POLITICAT, OUTLOOK BETTER IN ILONDON AND WASHINGTON; ASSAILS
FORCES WOEKING AGAINST ZIONIST CAUSE
Washington —~ Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the executive committee of the
American Zionlist Emergency Council, today declared that the initial hearings on the
Palestine Resolution (HR 418-419) before the House Forelgn Affairs Committee "have
shown unmistakably that. the pending resolution commands very strong support both in
the Committee and the House,™

Dr. Silver warned, however, that "our own battle is not yet won, and it may
be prolonged." In a formal statement, he pointed out that "apart from the handful
of Jewish die~hards there are other forces working against our cause. As we gather
strength, the opposition of all categories grows more desperate., They are justly
apprehensive of the tremendous wave of pro-Zionlst sentiment that is sweeping the
country, "

Opponents of the resolution, which calls for free entry of Jews inte Palestine
and the reconstitution of that country as "a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth,"
may have recourse to "delaying tactics designed to hold up the passage of the resolu-
tion in the hope that something may happen which will help to defeat it," Dr, Silver
warned. He added that "4t is possible that an effort will be made to delay Conzress—

lonal action by bringing about intervention by one Department of the Government or

{more)



-

another, Arguments on the ground of 'military necessity'! may be used against the
resolution as they were used a year ago to prevent or. delay the restoration of the
rights of the Jews of Algeria under the Cremieux Decree."

Asserting that "those charged with responsibility are vigilant and will con—
timue to do all that is necessary," Dr, Silver declared that the intensive campaigns
which have been conducted for the abrogation of the White Paper and for a Jewish
Commonwealth in Palestine, "combined with the gquiet political work which has been
carried on, have produced a cumlative effect, It is no exaggeration to say that
the politicael outlock regarding Palestine has recently undergone a change for the
better both in Washington and Iondon. I have reason to hope that we shall see
evidence of this gradual improvement in the near future." .

The text of Dr., Silver'!s statement follows:

"The initiazl hearings on the Polestine Resolution before the Forelgn Affairs
Committee of the House of ‘Rﬁpreaentativeu constltute yet another milestone in our
struggle for a Jewish Palestine. 'The hearings have shown unmistekebly that the
rénding resolution commands very strong support both in the Committee and the House,
This was indicated by the attitude of the Chairman, Mr, Sol Bloom, by the emphatie
expression of support made in Committee by the majority and minority leaders of the
House and by the long line of Congressmen who appeared and asked to be heard in
favor of the resolution, There is little room for doubt that a large majority favors
effirmative action., It was also brought out that there has been a most impressive
registration of opinion on the part of Jews and non-Jews in every section of the
country.

"As might have been expected, the inveterate foes of Zionism put in an appear—
ance ag they did in 1917 and in 1922, They used the old and hackneyed arguments
which were used a quarter of a century ago and which were ignored by the Congress
and Government of the United States and by other governmente. The anti-Zionists,

however, find themsolves this time in a more difficult position, Then they openly

(more)



- g

attacked the Balfour Declaration and the Jewish National Home., Today they are
forced to swallow both and to give their reluctant assent to most parte of the
resolution now pending. But they continue to express their essentisl opposition
to Zionism by concentrating their main attack on the Jewish Commonwealth on the
ground that it goes 'beyond! the Balfour Deg¢laration which they or their predeces~
sors had opposed so bitterly and unsuccessfully in the past, Historically, they
are fighting a losing battle,

"Our own battle is not yet won, and it may be prolonged. Apart from the
handful of Jewish die~hards there are other forces working against our casuse. As
we gather strength, the opposition of all eategories grows more desperate, They are
justly apprehensive of the tremendous wave of pro-Zionist sentiment that is sweeping
the country. ZFearful of our success, they may bhave recourse to delaying tactics
designed to hold up the passage of the resolution in the hope that something may
happen which will help to defeat it. It is possible that an effort will be made to
delay Congressional action by bringing about intervention by one Department of the
Government or smother. Arguments on the ground of 'military necessity! may be used
against the resolution as they were used a year ago to prevent or delay the restora-
tion of the rights of the Jews of Algeria under the Cremieux Decree. We must be
prepared for all tactics and eventuamlities. Those charged with responsibility are
vigilent end will contimue to do all that is necessary, Our friemds throughout the
country must likewise continue on the alert and make their voices heard. In the
final analysls, public opinion is the decisive factor in political affairs in a
democratic country.

"The Zionist and Jewish publiec is entitled to know that the long and uphill
fight we have been waging has not been in wain. Our protests against the White
Paper, our insistent demand for a Jewish Commonweslth, the mngnificent demonstration
of eolidarity at the American Jewish Conference, the intensive campaign which has

been going on here and in other ecountries -=- all of these things combined with the

(more)
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quiet political work which has been carried on have produced a cumlative effect,
It ia no exasggeration to say that the political outlook regarding Palestine has
recently undergone a change for the better both in Washington and Lugdnn. 1 have
reason to hope that we ehall see evidence of this gradusl improvement in the near
future. '

IWhatever progress may be achieved, it will be accomplished not by timidity,
but by courage and steadfastress, I, therefore, call upon all friends of Zion to

persevere and redouble their efforts in thesu critical days."

#41-2/11 /44



February 18, 1944

Mr. John J. MeCloy,
Asgistant Seeretary of %ar,
Fentagon Bldg.,

#ashington, D, C.

iy dear Mr. MeCloy:

1 want to tell you how deeply 1 aprrecifted the courtesy
of time and interest rhich you extended to me and to my
dear friend, Robert Szold, yesterday afterncon. I felt
very diffident abcut intriding upon you at the close of
what muet have been 2 long and crowded day. But the
matter was, as you realized, one of great urcenocy, and
the interest whieh you mamifested in cur problem he2rtened
me greatly.

I am taking the liberty cf emeclosing, herewith, a small
pamphle t wvhich gives ecme of the facte which will help

to explain why the resolutionms on Falestine sere intro-
duced in the House and in the Senate. I hope that you

will take the time to read this booklet for it will serve

to clarify some of the subjects which we discussed yesterday.

I wonder whether I made the following points as clear as 1
should have wished to:

(1} The reason why the resclutions were introduced at
this particular time is because the ¥hite FPaper
goes into effect at the end of next month, The time was

net of cur choosing.

(2) The reeclutiones are a2imed at this White Paper w»hich
prohibite ner Jewish immigration into P2lestine
after next month and rractically prohibite the acquisition
of land for future colonization, Hence, the provision in
the rescluticone "that the doors of Palestine shall be
cpen for free entry of Jews intc that country and that

there shall be full opporturity for cclonization.®
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(3) As I pointed cout to you yeeterday, the concept "of
the establishment in Palegtine of a National Home
for the Jewnieh Feople",- to use the words of the Balfour
Declaration, or of "reconstituting their National Home
in that country®,- tc use the wordas of the preamble of
the Mandate for Palestine, was ¢learly underatood by the
gtatesmen who were responeible for both documents as
meaning the reconstitution of & Jewish Commenwealth or a
Jewish State. You need no better testimony than that of
Lloyd George, who was Prime iiniaster at the time, Winston
Churchill, General Smuts and President Wilson. There is
nothing new in the term, "a Jewish Commonwealth,"

(4) The purpose of the resolutions is to serve as an

expression of the sentiment of the American Feople
in behalf of the abrogation of the White Paper and for
the fulfillment of the letter and enirit of the Balfour
Declaration and the Mandate, both of which documents were
acceprted by cur Government and embodied in a convention
with Great Britain, sirgmed on December 3, 1924, That the
American people i® overvhelmingly in favor of the abroga-
tion of the White Paper ie attested by the innumerable
resolutions adopted by national orgarizatione, religious
bodies, State Legislatures, national labor oreanizations
and by the press ¢f the nation. In acting affirmatively
on these resolutions, the Congresz of the United States
would do no more than make voeal in a very helpful manner
the cvershelming desire of the American people, If you
believe that the phrase "take appropriate measures® iz too
provocative or might lead to misunderstanding, it can be
omitted from the text. Furthemore, if you believe that
the second half of the resolution adopted in 1822 "that
nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and
religioue righte of Christians snd all other non-Jewish
conmuni tiee in Palestine, ete.® should be repeated again
in the present resolution, that can certainly be done.

(6) Any canvass of the House and the Senate at this
moment will convince you that the resolutions would

be adopted overwhelmingly, if mot unamnimously, by both

Houses. If now the intervention of the War Department
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brings about their defeat, 1t will be oriticiged, 1
am afraid, as the scle arency which seemingly ineiate
upon the retention of thie illegnal and universally
condemned ¥hite Parper,

(8) It has lonz been the technique of those opposed
to the Jewisgh National Home and who have cought
time and acain to curb or liguidate it, to raise the
gcare of Civil War and the threat of Arab violence.
A eimilar technique, you will reecall, was used in
favor of the continued disfranchisement of Algerian
Jews, which the abrogation of the Cremieux decree
brought about. I was vervy happy to learn of the
gignificant role which you played in the restoration
¢f the rights of these disfranchised Jews of Algeria.
Your own impreesions of your recent visit t0 FPalestine
and these of ¥r. Fobert Szold seemed to coinecide.
Faleetine and the Near Sast are nmot in any danger of
sericus disturbances. The Arabe who had been flirting
with the Axis powers nor fully understand who ia going
toc win this war and they will certaihly do nothing to
antagonize those naticns to wvhom they will have to
turn in order to make secure their rights in their
respective countries.

(7) A copy of the resolutions wae seen by Secretary
Cordell Hull before it was introduced. At that
time he registered mo opposition to it whatsoever.
Had he given any indication of its untimelinese or any
eriticiem of ite wording, his wishes, I am sure, would
have been followed. Senator Taft, likewise, addressed
a communication of ingquiry to the Secretary cf State
before he consented to introduce his resclution. The
Senator, likewise, received no negative reaction. The
ocpinion of many leaderes in the Adminietration and of
both political parties was canvassed before the reso-
lution was introduced. There was nc indication that
the resolution wae even untimely or would embarrass
our Government or the nrosecution of the war, On the
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strength of it all, the regponsible leaders of American
Jewry, in behalf not only of the Zionists but of the
great american Jewieh Conference which represented all
sections of American Jewry, urged the introducotion of
this resolution. If thies resclution is now defeated or
action upon it indefinitely postponed, it will be a
serious political defeat for a great movement, a defeat
for which, I am sure, the ¥War Department doees not wish

to be responeible. Cur movement will receive a bad blow,
which it did not mrit, amd from the hands of friemds.

(8) I am wondering, ag are many of my friende, whether

some people who have been consistently hestile or
indifferent to the Jewish Naticnal Home, and who are une
willing to take the responeibility themeelvee, are not
manoeuvering the War Department into this unenviable
position.

Flease think through thies matter again, my dear lNr. MeCloy.
You may wish to show this communication to Secretary Stim-
son, who has been a good friend of the movement for many
yearg. You may wish to discuse it with me and my colledgues
again. Please be assured that any effort whieh you will
expend in thie matter will be profoundly appreciated by

the Jewse of America and of the world and by men of good

will everywhere. For the hundreds of thousands of martyred
Jews of Europe, the opening of the doore of Falestine is
thelr one last hope and salvation.

Fermit me to remain

Most cordially yours,

AHSINEK Abba Hillel Silver
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Dr. Stephem S. Wise,
340 West 57th Street,

New York City genfidential

My dear Dr. ¥%ige:

I hope that you have returned well from your vislt %o
the Pacific Coast.

~Much h2s happened eince you left. I am sorry that you
agked for a postponement of our interview with the
Pregident, but then that is water under the bridge.

\ uonsky, who was in Pittsburgh attending the Annual

., Meeting of the Council of Welfare Federations, met up

. with Blaustein and Proskauer, who did not aeem to know
any more than we did about the conatitution of the
delegation and what the President intended to say.
They indicated, however, that if we were to bring up
the subject of the Commonwealth before the President,
they would be compelled to express their opposition.
This would have converted the meeting into an un-
pleasant fight between Jews in the presence of the
President.

/Y Judge R. thought it feasible to postpone the meeting.

He told me that Nahum Goldmann had carried on nego-

tiations with him in the name of the Zioniet Emergency
Council and had agreed to this joint dele on, and
that he, Judge R. had aseumed right along t the
arrangement would ve satisfactory to us. This is
ancother of the by-producte of the very unfortunate
conditions which exists by having two political bodies
garrying on work in %ashington. I am convinced more
than ever that the political bureau of the Jewish
Agenoy should be closed or that its work be restricted
entirely to Latin-American affairs, elese we will be
getting into one morase after another.
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Judge R. told me that he was not aware that the
President had any important anmouncement to make or
that a dliscussion alout Palestine had entered any
final stage.

Now that the joint delegation has been indefinitely
postponed, the President may find it necessary, in
view of the many petitions addressed to him from all
gides, to make some sort of statement to the publie.
Judee R, and I discussed the n2ture of such a state-
ment. I also discussed it with the members of the
Emergency Counecil at its Jast meeting in Washingtom
last Tuesday. Judge R. s2id that he would let us know
before any statement is issued, I urged upon him to
have that statement include a reference to a Jewish
Commonwealth. He doubted that that could be done.

You have probably le=rned by now 2bout the hearings
before the Foreign Affairs Committee. They went off
well but the oprosition, I am afraid, did succeed in
confusing & few of the members on the subjeet of Church
and State, and are the Jews a race, a religion or a
people. The seccond day's discussion went far afield,
but in looking over the debate before the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee in 1822, the very same thing happened
then. There will be another hearing next Tuesday - I
believe the final hearing - I hope that you will appear
before the Committee next Tuesday 28 your presence was
greatly missed. Mr, Bloom, who has been behaving very
decently, ie particularly anxious to have you come.

At thies hearing the Arabe will appear and it is important
to cloese the hearings on a friendly note, favorable to
our side.

flooded with messages from their home constituendbes,

The members of the Foreign Affairs Oommittee have been
ﬁlhu

as have all the members of Qongress. The count
reaponded beautifully.
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The point of attack, of oourse, has been and will cone
tinue to be the phraese in the Resolution calling "for
the reconstitution of a free and democratic Jewish
Commonwealth." Some members of the Committee, when
they cet into Executive Seseion, may attempt to amend
the Resolution. In that case, it would be better to
have action on the Resolution delayed.

The War Depfrtment has already indicated to both the
Forelgn Affairs and Forelgn Relatione Committees that
it regards the Resolution undesirable from a military
point of view, I am inclined to believe that Mr. Bloom
is not greatly impressed by thie fact. However, that
is a factor that we shall have to evaluate as we g0
along, It may be =am attempt on the part of the State
Department to shift the responsibility onto the
military as they did in the case of the Cremieux laws.

I hope to see you at the hearing in ¥ashington next
Tueaday. Perhaps you c¢an come on Monday, at which time
we can, personally, canvass the entire situation in
detail.

With all good wishes, 1 remain

Very cordially yours,

AHS:NEK Abba Hillel Silver



American Zionist Emergency Council

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS

342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-11640

Mizrachi Organization of America
Posle Zion-Zaire Zion of America

Zionist Organization of America

February 18, 1944.

To the Members of the Emergency Counecil:

I enclose herewith, for your information, the following:

1) Copy of cable dated February 6th from Dr. Grunbaum,

2) Coples of two articles which appeared in the London Times.

I should also like to draw your attention to the following note

which appeared in the J.T.A. of February 3rd under a London dateline.

AL:1D

"More than forty thousand Jews are now serving
with British armed forces in the Middle East,

it was disclosed in the House of Commons today
by War Minister Sir James Origg. Sir James said
that this total included all units on active
service as well as local forces,"

Yours eincerely, /

f;’}:-/ff;{-_r"-/{’;f{é 7¢

Irthur Iourie

Meeting of Executive Committee, Monday, February 21, at
4:00 P. M. at 342 Madison Avenue, Room 1421.

Meeting of Emergency Council, Monday, February 21, at
8:;15, same place,
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JERUSALEM FEBRUARY 6, 1944 (RECEIVED FEBRUARY 13, 1944)

NLT DR, STEPHEN VWISE

342 MADISON AVENUE

NEW YORE CITY

MOST GRATIFIED APPOINTUENT GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE EUROPEAN REFUGEES CONFIDENT YOUR
DOING URUOST ENSURE COMMITTEE ACHIEVE REAL BRESULTS BY CONTRAST FORMER COMMITTEES
STOP AMONG POLISH JEWS ARRIVED HERE RECENTLY ONE IEFT POLAND IAST MAY STOP THEY
REPORT UNINTERRUPTED EXTERMINATION ONLY HUNDEEDS THOUSANDS REEMAINING OF MILLIONS
FOLISH JEWS AND OTHERS EXILED TO POLAND STOP SURVIVORS IN LABOUR CAMPS OR HIDING
BOTH CATEGORIES UNDER CONSTANT THREAT EXTERMINATION STOP IN CAMPS WEAK OR SICK
EEING KILIED SAME FATE AWAITS HIDERS CAUGHT GESTAPO OFFERING REWARDS STOP AS FROWT
APFROACHES BALKANS DANGER GERLAN DOMINATION HUNGARY RUMANIA BULGARIA WHERE OVER
MILLION JEWS STOP GOVERNI/ENTS THESE COUNTRIES OFFICIALLY FORBID JEWISH EMIGRATION
BUT IN PRACTICE DONT INTERFERE STOP DIFTICULTIES ARE FIRST TRANSPORT SECOND INVOLVED
PROCEDURE SECURING IMMIGRATION FERMITS THIRD FEAR TURKISH GOVERNMENT GRANT JEWS
TREANSMIT VISAS LEST THEY UNABLE CONTINUE JOURIEY STOP ESSENTIAL SIMPLIFY PROCEDURE
ALSO CONVINCE TURKEY NO JEUS IN TRANSIT EEXAIN STOP NECESSARY OFFICIALS DEALING
JEWISH FEEFUGEES BE INSTHRUCTED EXFEDITE FACILITIES NOT CREATE FORMAL DIFFICULTIES
STOP ABQVE ALL URGENT EXTRAORDINARY STEPS BE TAKEN INCIUDING THREAT HETALIATION
VIEW FORCING GERMANS CEASE SLAUGHTER STOP AT IEAST FOR SOME CATEGORIES SUCH AS
CHILDEEN VETERANS PUBLIC WOEKERS ESSENTIAL ARRANGE EJXCHANGE ACAINST INTERNED GERMANS
ALLIED COUNTRIES STOP IF RCOSEVELT COMMITTEE TACKLING WORK SERIOUSLY MUST FIRST
PHOVIDE PLACES HEFUGE AMERICA ONLY THEN PROSPECT OTHER ALLIED NEUTRAL COUNTRIES
ACTING LIKEWISE STOP UNDER WHITE PAPER ONLY 21000 STILL ADMISSIBLIE PALESTINE STOP
PIEASE DO UTMOST IMPHESS AMERICAN JEWRY AND EQOSEVEIT COMMITTEE DAYS NUMBERED STOP
ABSOLUTELY VITAL THIS HCUR SUPHEME TRAGEDY ALL INTERNAL DIFFEHENCES BE OVERCOME AS
WAS DUNE HEHE ALL AMERICAN JEWS UNITING VIEW SAVING LAST HEMNANTS EUROFEAN JEWRY

STOP CABLE
I1SAAC GEUENBAUM UNITED EESCUE COMMITTEE



COPY OF ARTICLE WHICH APFEARED IN
LONDON TIMES, THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 1944

SYRIA AND THE LEBANON

I — THE BID FOR INDEPENDENT STATUS

- o e

STRENGTH OF HATIONAL SENTILENTS

From Our Special Correspondent in Syria

In a short ceremony on January 3 the Lebanese and Syrian Shkates
Jjointly took over the Customs and the tobacco monopoly, administered since 1928 by
France as the mandatory on their benalf, The change is small; but it consecrates
the independence of these two States, and marks the end, except in law, of the man—
date which France had exercised sinee 1919,

Although these two States are weak in population and respurces, their acces—
gion to independent status focused for 10 days the interest of a world at war., The
events of the first fortnight of November have had repercussions some of which were
certainly unexpected by those responsible, The Moslem world; as lMarshal Lyautey
once said, is a sounding box, The clarion call of Beirut reverberated well beyond
that world; and its last echoes may not die dovm for a long time,

To small nations the affair of the Lebanon was a test of the Atlantic Charter
and of the sincerity of allied war-time promises, To the Arab world it was the first
and a triumphant success against Buropean domination and in favour of Arab unity,
whatever be the ultimate limits of that ideal. To Jews it has appeared as a danger
signal, To France it was bitter humiliation, and seemed proof that even their best
friends could be induced to take an unfair adventage of their present weakmess.
Lastly, to the British it has been a source of argument and heart-searching. What-
ever each man?s standpoint, all but the irresponsible sce that serious and unpleasant
issues have been inopportunely raiseds, Now that passions are cooling all are trying
to assess how much has been gained and how mach lost, and which way the balance fis
nally tilts.

A WORLD OF BARGAINING

The Levant, it is true, is & world of bargaining. Spontaneous reactions are
bargaining. BSpontaneous reactions are regularly modified in the sense most likely
to impress an observer, whether he be friend, foe, or a disinterested third party.
This reservation should be borne in mind in estimating the importance of repereussions
from the Lebanese inecident, COne might asgk, for instance, whether the economic and
social cleuses of the Atlantic Charter appeal as strongly as its political clauses
to the groups now installed in sovereign power both in Syris and the ILebanon, The
family, in its wider sense, is still the mein focus of loyalties., Friends and smp-
porters come next; employees, labourers, and other compatriots well below. Religlon,
according to the individual and the circumstances, tekes either the highee® or lowest
Place in this hierarchy of vslues.

There is therefore something to be said for the contentien that the Atlantle
Charter was invoked in the Lebanon to transfer pover from & moderately efficient
loreign administration to one no mre efficient and almost as foreign; for the
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politically minded town-dweller of Syria and the Lebanon, besides engaging in some
profession or trade, is often a semi~feudal landlord given to harsh exploitation and
thus 1ittle qualified to be regarded as of the people. French officials were freely
accused of being corrupt and prone to political favouritism, Here, again, the change
for the people may prove to be slight. The Ievant was corrupt long before the French
came on the scene,

But whatever its shortcomings by western standards, there has arisen in the
Lebanon, in spite of its long history of close ties with France, a strong national
sentiment which overrode Christian and Moslem differences as well as disagreements
with Syria. The Prench, who paradoxically, are largely responsible for its growth,
freoly acknowledge this, with reservations about its durability, Popular enthusiasm
over the change from a flag based on the Tricolor to ome which carried no association
with France was the most obvious manifestation of the new sentiment.

FRENCH INTENTIONS

In invoking allied promises the Lebanese were on strong ground. Careful
roading of the relevant documents - namely, the declarations by General Catrcux of
June 8 and Hovember 26, 1941, and President Naccach's reply to the latter — may
indeed leave some doubt whether the Free French Committee (as it then was) intended
to commit itself to a relaxation of French contrel as completely or as unconditionally
as the Lebanese or the British made out, But there is gufficient smbiguity to just-
ify the Leobanese Government's contention that, especially in the circumstances in
which the proclamatione were msde, the Lebanese people —- and the Syrians too —
were meant to interpret them in the most liberal sense, The Britlish as guarantors
of the first Catroux proclamation, and the Americans as signatories of the Atlantie
Charter, when the matter came to the test, backed up the Lebano-Syrian point of view,
They certainly were in part prompted by the fear of Jeoperdizing allied credit else-
whare. They were also encouraged by the indignation which the first Press messages
about the crises had provoked. By their decision in this case they set a precedent
to which appeal will certainly be made.

Syria, which was only indirectly involved in the lebanese dispute with the
‘French, was the first beneficiary of the settlement. Juridically the positions of
the two States are very different, as are their problems and outlook. In spite of
the agreement %o divide the revemues from interets commng in the ratio of 40 per
cent to esch State with the balance of 20 per cent to be held and divided later; and
in spite of their decision to administer by a jolnt commission those interets vhich
do not, like internal security services, have to be administered separately, the two
States remain distinct., It might almost be said that they stand back to back,

CHRISTIAN AND MOSLEM

The core of the Lebanon is composed of a high mountainous area, the hinterland
of Beirut, of which the population is 90 per cent Christian, This country, aboub
600,000 strong, was the antonomous Lebanon established under the Turks in the 1860's
under the guarantee of the five major Powers at that time, To 1% in 1919 the French
added the districts of Tripalis, Bekea Valley, and Sidon, all predominantly Moslem.
They had already made up their minds that Syria would soon be altogether lost to
them, Put they hoped to establish a permemnent reiation with the Lebanon and in order
to strenghten it gave it a good port, 2 granary, and a common fromtier with British
Palestine. But in so deing they raised the Moslem population of the Iebanon, both
Sunnite and Druze, to something near equality with the Crhistian population. This
destroyed its natural cohesion, forx the Chrlstian looks to the west and the Moslem
to the neighbouring Arab States, Under the impulse of emergent nationalism and
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other canses these two groups united against the French for the securing of inde-
pendence,

I arrived in Beirut just before Christmas. The Egyptian delegation was here
and the strects were thick with Iebanesge and Egyptian flags. At receptions in the
Egyptians honour Christians who had long abandoned the tarbush were seen wearing it
again as a symbol of Arab solidarity. It was the subject of almost affectionate
jesting as Lebanese and Egyptians plunged their forks doeper into the thick cream of
their meringues and hailed the visiting Briton as one of "our allies" to whom they
owed their new—found unity and independence. But by the New Year, when I visited
Damascus, a more thoughtful mood had set in and Christians of different sects would
draw one into a corner to confide their anxieties and matter that the Ministry was
going too far and was already shaky.

EIECTORAL REFORM

The Lebanese Constitution provides for elections on a commnal or confessional
basis. The system lends itself to various abuses by which a foreign Power can easily
profit. But it has ensured the Christians a majority in the Chamber, As a corollary
it became the practice to choose a Christian, usually a Maronite, for President and
a Moslem for Prime lidnister. Such is the case today.

In the past 20 years politics in the Lebanon have been dominated by personali-
ties and cliques rather than by progrommes. But one man, ever since before the last
war, has unswervingly fought for Arasb independence and Arsb unity, at any rate in the
area stretching from the Teurus to Sinei. He is Riad Bey es-Solh, now Prime Ministex
who throughout his life has sought slliance with whatever Power seemed at the time
most likely to advance his cause. COne of the first aims of his Ministerial declara-
tion is the pbolition of the confessional system of elections.

This change would not jeopardize Christian rights were the lebanon to remain
a completely detached end sovereign State. But if it became merely an asutonomous
area within Greater Syria the Christians might well wonder whether the Lebanon would
not soon cease to have its present Christian physiognomy. Thus the attitude of the
Christians in face of the proposed chenge depends largely on the attitude of the
Lebanon's greater neighbour Syriz.

II — ARAB POLITICAL AIWS IN DALASCUS

- = . .

THE CHALLENGZE TO THE FRENCH

Unlike the Lebanese, the 3,000,000 Syrians, despite some powerful Christian,
Druze, and Alaweit minoritics, form a compact lioslem nation. Under the bright sky
and in the carisp air of Domascus you see the berobed Arabs of romance and legend ~—
handsome, tall, healthy, and proud, They are keenly religious, hardy, ond prepared
to fight for their independence and what they regard as their rights. They are in-
clined to look down on the Lebanese as ‘affaires, who live too well and have
grown soft, Unlike them, the Syrians never accepted the mandate and rose several
times against the French, who soon reslized that they mist be given what they demanded.

The National bloc at present in power is that which established the Consti-
tution and negotiated the abortive Tresty of 1936 with the luckless Blum Government.
The leaders, men of character and intelligence, have therefore had previous experience
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of office, The President, Shukri Kowatly, and the Prime Minister, Saadullah .Ta'hr;r.
are both strict Moslems, admirers of King Ibn Saud and the Wahhabite tariou ("way
of 1ife" or "sect"). They neither smoke nor drink, and they bdreak off their work
when the maezzin calls the faithful to prayer.

The political aims of this National bloc are far-reaching, Greater Syria —
that is, Syria, the Lebanon, Palestime and Transjordan -- is, they say, a natural
geographical and historical unit which should never have been split up., It must be
reunited as socn as circumstances allow. Syria cammot recognize the sovereign in-
dependence of the Lebanon, though it is willing to recognize its autonomy. They
have the same policy towards the Jewish colonies in Palestine to whom also they would
be prepared to allow a certain amtonomy, For the immediate future of Palestine, they
eéay, the White Paper could be taken as a basis of understanding with the Arad world,
and with Syria in particular. But they find it impossible to conceive any permanent
settlement which leaves Palestine or any part of it outside the Arsb world to which
it belongs. 4s for the wider aspect of Pan—Arabism, the Syrians are prepared to teake
their place in any scheme eventually agreed upon by the rest of the Arsb nations,

STRENGTE OF ISLAl

Though ready to take its place also among the United Nations and to do, within
the limits of its means, whatever the Allied Command may ask, Syria is unwilling to
discuss the guestion of a treaty with any nation, at least until the war is over,

It will then be prepared to fit inte vhatever system of mutuazl defence the nations

of the world may evolve, But Syria is opposed in principle to bilateral treaties,
whether with France, Britain, or ony other country; for Syrians consider such treaties
contrary to the implied terms of the Atlantic Charter. This same objection is, ine
cidentally, shared by the Lebanese, Syria is also opposed to a guarantee by any
group of preponderant nations, or any division of Arob territory into zones of ine-
fluence. 8She is confident that Arab Islam, if it can once be free of foreign im-
mixture in itg affairs, has strength enough within itself to provide for its owm
defence,

Though the more nationalist Lebanese, both Christian and UHoslem, would endorse
this policy, the majority of Christians are less surc of the innate strength of
Islam except within its borders or of the wisdom of entrusting themselves too irres
vocably to its protéetion, Many Lebanese would favour the sort of five-power guarantee
which served them well under the Turks, But the Syrians have no use for this. They
are as much opposed to the "Tangierization" of any part of Greater Syria as to its
"Balkanization," and pointedly ask the Lebanese: "A gnarantee against whomt" TFor
if, as they sugpect, it is against a Moslem Greater Syria, then they are uncompro-
misingly hostile., If ever such a gnarantee should be forced on the Arsb world, they
say, Syria would reserve ths right to claim the return of the provinces ceded to make
up a Greater Lebanon after the last war, This cession, they add, was never accepted
by Syria, but she kept silent becamse she saw therein the means of constituting an
Arab lebanon. Syria has no confliet with the Lebanon, I was told, but she might
have if any foreigners were to try to extend their imperialism into that territory.

DENTZ'S THEACEERY

It is believed in Jerusalem that certain Jews or Jewish groups have been tuy-
ing land in Syria or the Lebanon through non-Jewieh agents. The Lebanese Prime Hin-
ister may well have had such & development in mind when he declared to the Chambex,
UWe will not moke the Lebanon a focus for colonization; neither would our neighbours
wish to see it become a gateway (pays de transit) for colonization elsewhere,"
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The French have committed many errors in their dealings with Syria and the
Lebanon, though the planting of colonists was not one. The worst blunder, which,
by the way, was largely the responsibility of laval, was the failure to ratify the
treaties of 1936, These were intended to give the two States independence, replac—
ing the mandate with a 25 years! treaty with Syria and one in perpetuity with the
Lebanon, The wise administration of M, Puaux, the High Commissioner, before the
armistice nevertheless raised French prestige to its highest peak, But all this
was lost when France was defeated and M, Puanx failed to win over the army of the
Levant to resistance. Fifth columm propaganda, Italion and Gorman tourists, and
all the other disruptive influences which were allowed in by General Dentz, made a
deep impression, as the dossiers of several prominent Levantines could show.

THE FRENCH DILEMMA

The Free French, short of good personnel, bturdened with too many officlals
who were contaminated by Vichy, and in certain matters ill-guided at the higher
levels, failed to win back anything, Beosides, they themselves became diverted from
the hopes and good intentions which marked their entry. For from the moment the
Free French installed themselves in the country they realized that the Lebanese
regarded their presence as due not to their own efforts, but to those of the British,
who had force and wealth on their side. Almost the entire Vichy force chose repa-
triation after the Acre armistice.

So when the Free French began to talk of a treaty with the lebanese or the
Syrians they were asked what validity they had to negotiate in the name of France,
Disputes among the Free French, and the attitude of various Powers and personalties
towards General De Geulle, only served to stremgthen the ILebanese in their elaim,
FEanch reaction, which was perhaps shortsighted but understandable, became conscious-
lyftgn%gﬂfgﬁf‘zl y ingieting that in any case the intention of General Catroux's pro-
clamations was that independence should be conditional on the signing of treaties.

It may be recalled that while the Ottoman Empire lasted France was the pro-
tector of Christiesns and Britain of Arabs. Colonel Lawrence was carrying out the
traditional British policy which, when the Ottoman Empire, their common enemy, was
destroyed, left the British and French face to face ms adversariee in the Ievant,

At the peace conference European interests dictated Britich =mcquiescence in the
Sykes~Plcot agreement and its execution., Imperial interests, reinforced by romantie
sentiment, contimued to back Lawrence's dream of Arsb unity. Tims arose a certain
duality in British policy, misconetrued by the French as duplicity, which still seems
to survive, It was natural that the numerous and efficient corps of British speciale-
ists in the Near Dast, whose success was due in large measure to the admiration for
the Arab way of life snd sympathy with his aspirations, should take his side in eny
dispute with the French. In fact the whole inter-war period in the Levant was one

of matual pinpricks across the North Falestine border. Among officials of both sides
thie developed into 2 sort of routine and there was little love lost.

STRAINED RELATIONS .
This caused 1little grave harm and only a minor diversion of effort while the
forces were roughly balanced. Deplorable though it was, both sides were able %o
®take it." After the armistice, however, the British armies brought in their train
a number of thege officials as political officers, Patronizing impatience with
inefficiency and gometimes corruption among the French revived the routine of pine
pricks, and things took an ugly turn, The French officials turned more and more
away from the urgent task of winning the war to the narrower patriotism of preserving
French rights and prestige against what they regarded as encroachment, Thus, while



good relations were being successfully built up between the men of the fighting
forces, the relations betueen the British and French administrative services steadily
worsened.

Local politicians, chiefly in the Lebanon, were quick to spot the growing
estrangement, Those who had long DLeen opponents of the French, and even pro-Axis,
turned bodily over to the British, whose friendship they tried to cultivate by
various means, They succeedsd so well that the French soon came %o look upon the
clamgur for independence as a disguise for the transfer from French to British
protection and began to believe that that was what the British wanted. The stateo~
manship of a Catroux could have straightened things out and prevented any rash action
by either side; but, unfortunately for Anglo-French relations, he was called avay
to higher duties in Algiers. Such is the background against which the events of
last November must be viewed,
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ﬂ CONF IDEITIAL
Memoraf®ium toi Dr. Silver
Dated: February 22, 1944
Froms Elihu De Stons

Yesterday afterncon Dr. Feuer and I visited Congressman Blecom
at his offices We spent gbout two hours with him in a discussion of the
gsituatione

We conveyed to him the peint of view of our Committee in clear
and ummistglable lansuaces Ve asserted thet unless the Resolution is
reported out of the Committee in its entirety, it will not be mecceptable
to use Moreover that the basic element of the Resolution is its last
clause which refers to "the reconstitution of Palestine pgs o f'ree and
democratic Jewlsh Commomrealthms It 1a the heart gnd soul of the measures
This was in rnaéoﬁse to lir. BEloom's suggestiom that iF this clause be
eliminoted or modified it was his conviction that the balance of the
Resolution will be ascked upon favorablye

Dre Feuer and myself have taken zreat pains to convey to him
that with reference to the guestion of eliminating or modifying the
"Gommonwealth" provision, tﬁﬁrn can be no compromises

I am persuaded that the reascns advanced by us for this
attitude were understood by Mr. Bloome

It was his judgment,however, that this uncompromising attie
tude may serve to Jeopardize the entire Resolutions He read to us a
copy of a letter to Senator Connally by the Secretary of War Eiaéibﬁ. £s
He anlso reesd to us a copy of a letter from the Seoretary of State relative
to the attitude of the Depurtment towards the resclutions The substance
of the letter is that in view of the attitude of the War Department, the
Secretary of State, without passing on the merits of the reseolution,

must identify himself with the War Departmente

Mrs Bloom did not scliecit any of these communicaticnse It
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was Conmgressman Luther A Johnson of Texas == the ranking Democwtie
member of the B?usa Committee on Foreign Affairs who solicited the com=
munication without Mre. Bloom's kmowledge.

It wns the considered judgment of Mr. Bloom that unless some

kind of a modification is permitted with reference to the lastclause of

the Resolution, the views of the War Department will be upheld by the majority

of the Committee.

With peference 4o the Executive Session of the Committes at
which two military men reprosenting the War Department will appear, Mre
Bloom stated that it is his understanding that it was Congressman James We
VWadsworth of Hew York who approsched Mr. mgrnnd recuested him to
send represzentatives of his Department in order to present the views of
the military leaders to the Comnittees

Mr. Bloom said ‘that at the coming Bxeoutive SBession of the
Committee this Thursday anything could happen. In reply to a suggestion
that no final sotion be taken st the Thursday Session with refersnce to
the Resolution; +that the Cession be deroted exelusively to the testimony
of the representatives of the War Department, Mr. Bloom said that once
the Session of the Committee is in progress he would not be sble to con=
trol the situationy that the Committee then has full freedom of actions

¥re Bloom said it was possible that someone might sugzest an
smendment which would mutilate the resolution and be adopted. The Com-
mittee may even decide to take negative action on the entire Resolution.

He took pains to polnt out that even the friendly members of
the Committes whieh esould be expected to vote favorably on the merits of
the megsure, throughout the public hearing == solicited the obtaining of
the views of both the War Department and State Departments

As a result of his observatione of the conduet of the individuanl
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membars of the Committee and by reasons of contacts with héwe he felt that
the uncompromising position taken by us will endancer the ressclution in
its entirety. Moreover even the postponement of final sction Dy the
Committee may be i‘rustmtan in spite of himself,

It must be stated that Mr. Bloom took great pains to make his
ovn position clenr to us that he is ready and willing to zo along with us;
that he will comply with our wishese However, Mr. Bloom stated emphatleally
that he could not gssume any responsibility presonally for the developw=
ments; that in view of the stubborn determination of the Zionist Emsrgency
Comnittee to have the Hesolubtion pass in its entirety as it is, and withe
out any modification, the Zionist leadership would have to assume complete
rasponsibility for the consequencess

¥re Bloom pleaded by sayings "Give me something wnioh would
serve to accomplish the entire purpose of the Resclntion including the
lest provision and yet would comstitute such a modification of the—ue=
the form of the last olause that would make it palatable to the Committees"

In response to a guestion that in view of the objeotions of the
War Department to the entire resolution by what process of reasoning does
Mr. Bloom propose to overcome the objections of the War Department merely
by an amendment to the last clause, Mr. Bloom stated that this problem
should be left to himself; that he would assume the responsibility for
it and with confidence of successe.

A discuseion with reference to the kind of change he had in mind
took plases The discussion wams entirely academic as neither Ir. Feuer nor
myself could speslk with authority with reference to the modificetions.

On the contrary we made it very olear that in the line of Dr. Silver's
view which he comveyed to Congressman Bloom, the provision with refarenoce
to the Commonwealih is the basic substance of the Fesolution that mo

tampering with it will be countenanced, and that without thes "common-
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wealth® provision as it is now, the resolution is valuelesse

However, it was the Jjudgment of Mres Bloom that if the Zionist
Emergency Committee oould see its way clear to agree to a change of FORM
in the last c¢lause he would undertake Lo carry it through successfullye
fhe arcndment whould read (in substance) as followss

"x « » « % « » 30 THAT WHEN THE JEWISE PEOPLE SHALL

ATTAIN A MAJORITY IH PALESTTHE THEY SHALL RECONSTITUTE

PALESTINE AS A FHEE AND DEMOCRATIC COMMONWEALTH,"™ or
words to that effeocts

Mre Bloom believed that this change in the wording or a similar
wording satisfectory to the Zionists wonld be aceeptable to the House
Committee; 'bh;t the resolution then in its entirety would be reported out
favorably, the objections of the War Department motwithstanding.

Pressed for an explangtion as to how ome could reconcile such
an action with the nsgative attitude of £he Seoretary of War as expressed
in his sommunieation wherein he objeets to any favorable action on the
Resolution as a whole, Mr. Eloom repeatedly insisted 1:;: plesse leavs that
matter to him; that he is convinced that with this change in the wordins
he sould persuade the judgment of the members of the Committee of Foreign
Alfaire in our favors

It seems to the writer that the aforessid change (or amendment)
does not in any way destroy the original intents It eliminates the
term, "ULTIMATE®, It olesrly asserts ‘t:ha"t-:i:a-?:uhlishmem of a fres and
democratic Commorwealth in Pelestine is prediceted on the attaimment of

s JEWISHE majority of the populatlon in Pal=2stine as g condition pracedsnt

and that the words, "MAY RECONSTITUTE," is substituted by the words,

WSHALL RECONSTITUTE." "SHALL" is more positive and leaves no room for

more than ona interpretations
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The writer 1s skeptical however as to the ability of Mr. Eloecm
to cnuee the other members of the House Commitiee om Foreign Affairs
to coincide with his views,s

It must be assumed that the other members of the Commitiee
who now entertain wnfavorgble views with reference o the "Commomwezlth"
cleuse are not guided in their attit de merely by a whim or caprice.
Hence the mere changing of the form without affecktinr the substance of
the last provision may not be sufficient to bring about & reversal of
wiews in harmony with Mr. Floom's Jjudgment; and yet Mre Bloom mey be
correcte

Al this requires great comsideration amd pautious judzments

Tnere will he mo other opportumlty for us %o present our case
befere the U, B, Congresg; the destimy of ﬂm Jowien Commorwealth in

Prlestine is heirz decided N O W.

5) -9
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MUrray Hill 2-71%7
PALESTINE COMMISSION I L. KENEN
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER Public Relations Director
February 24, 1944 J. 5. PEARLSTIEN

Administrative Secretary

To the DNelegates to the
Amariean Jewish Corferenee:

During the last few weelis there has been a remarkable ocutpour=
ing of sentiment in support of the Viright-Compton and Yagner-
Taft resolutions ealling for the resonstitution of Palestine
as a Jewish Commomwealth.

From all parts of the oountry Jewish orpganizations and their
leaders have ‘made a notable effort to iufeorm members of Congress
of their viewsa on %these resolutions. The unprasodented flood

of telegrams, telephone ocalls and letters has profoundly ime
pressed the Capitol, evolting many assurances of support from
Congressmen.

Analysis of the pithetion now indieatas the necessity f'or o
similar and immediate approach to FPresidernt Iloosevelt and
Secrotary of State Cordell Hull, since it is evident that
Congrass will seel the advioe of the exooutive branch.

We are therefore requesting all Conferonce delogates and
organizations affilisnted with the Coiferonoce to seud letters
appealing to the Presideut and Sceretary *ull to lend sympathy
and support to the two resolutions. e are honeful that the
rosponse to this new request will be as ologuont and as vigor-
cus as the last one. Foreceful astion at this time may woll
determine the final outoome.

Sinecerely yours,

I. L. flenan
Publie Relations Dirastor

ILK:=&




ad Street
ork, N.XY.

dear Mr. Szolds

4% the last meeting of the Emergency
Council I was authorized to appsint o comnittee
to consider Lhe present status of the Political
Buresu of the Jewlsh Agency which was established
a fex months ugo, and the juestion of its continustion
in view of the new developawnts which heve taken place
in relation to our omn re-organication and the exsunsion
of our work,, X pregurd this es.a vory important sssigne
ment and 1 would greutly appreciate it 1f you would
serve on this comalites alony with Mrs. Judith Fpetein,
ir. Leon Gelluun, lir. David Wertheim und Judge dorris
Rothenberg.

With all good wlzhes, I remain
Very cordislly yours,

AHS:BX




ir. Henry Monsky
Omaha National Bank Building
Umaha, Nebraska

My dear Friend:

I heve just returned from Wushington and I hasten
to reply to your letter. The hearings on the Palsstine
Resolution before the Foreign Affairs Committee are over.
I believe that we made ocut an impressive and convincing
case for the resolution. The reports in the English preas
were unfortunately inaccurate, and to a degree, misleading.
They did not st ull reflect what actuelly took place at
the hearings. The Yddish pupers had & full and excellent
coverage of all the hearings. I am sorry thut you could
not attend ahd participate in the hearings. You should
have been there.

fere the members of the Foreign Aff:zirs Comzittee
to decide on the Resolution, &s of todsy, they would over-
whelmingly approve of it, und were it to get to the floor
of the House, the Resolution would be overwhelmingly if not
unanimously sdopted. That 18 the general consensus of
opinion. This holds true also of the Senate Foreign
Helations Coumittee, and of the Senute. There is a surm and
friendly attitude towards the Resolution reinforced, I am
sure, by the perfectly remarkable manner in which the country,
from cosst to coust, hus made its true desires felt in
flashington by the countless lctters, telegrams and telesphone
calls which have poured into Jashington.

But the War Department has projected itself into the
situstion. Evaryone is persuaded that the State Department,
unwilling to go on record as opposed to the Resolution, is
using the War Department to carry the burden for it just as
it did, you will recsll, in the case of the Cremleux Decree.
The Secretary of #ar has written to the Foreign Helut lons
Committee expressing the thought thut the passage of the
Razsolution would be, from a military point of view, harmful.
General Murshall has expressed himselfl im a similar vein
before the Committee. It is a shapby device to use against
us, but one very difficult to attack in the open — and they
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know it. That is why they used it. Action of the Resolution is
for the time being marking time.

fie are making an effort now to explare the situstion
further both with the War Department and with the State Department.
More especlally, an effort is now being mude to elicit some
expression from the President who, of course, is the key to the
whole situstion. At the moment, &s you probubly know, he is
having considerable trouble of his own. We hope thut the situation
will clarify itself a bit more by the end of next week.

The opposition to the Resolution on the purt of the War
Department was not directed to any part of the Resolution, but
to the whole of it. The Jewish Commonweslth amgle did not enter
into it at all., The Zlonist leadership is comsidering no
amendasats or modificationms.,

#ith reference to the postponement of the meeting scheduled
for February 14 -~ I believe you know the fucte as well as I do.
On January 18, at the instruction of the Zionist Zmergency Council,
Dr. fMise sent & Tetter to the President ssking for an appointment
for himselfl and me. I am enclosing & copy of his letter. From
General Jatson, the President's secretary, he received .word that
such aneppointeent bad been sat for February &nd or $rd (I have
not the Ueneral's letter before me)., Whereupon Dr. Wise, who
had scheduled engagments on the Pacific Comst thut week, took it
upon himself to ask for a postponement of the dste, an utterly
unwise and astounding procedure. The postponement was granted
for Februaiy 14th. In the meantime, some fin@ Italian hand
got busy and converted this meeting of the President with the
two official spokesmen of the Zioniet Movement, who had specific
Zionist problems to discuss with him, into a delegution of seven
ineluding those who were bitterly hostile to our Movement. This,
of ecurse, chunged the whole character of the appointument., It was
conveyed to me by you and others that should we raise the question
of the Jewish Commonwealth with the President at the meeting on
the l4th, Judge Proskaver et. al. would have to sxpress their
opposition., Judge Rosenman indicated that he had heard from
Judge Proskauer to the same effect.

This have converted the interview with the President
into an squabble between Jews concerning Pulestine,
I discussed the matter fully with Judge Rosenman when I was in
Washington, and we both agreed thut it was desiruble to postpone
the meeting imdefinitely. This wus also the feeling of the entire
membership of the Epergency Council where the subject was fully
discussed.

#ith all good wishes, I remain

Moat cordially yours,



Heury Monsky =5= February 25, 1844

P.83. I believe that the Chairs@n of the American Jewish
Conference should telegraph the President on the subject
of the Palestine Resolution.

ﬂ-H.E'




February 25, 1944

Rebbi Leon Fguer

Zionist Orgacisation of Agerica
1720=16th Street, N, W.
igpshington, D. G,

Dear Leony

if, as it now seems, actlion on the Resolutions has to be post-
poned, we mest think of measures which may mitigate the effects of much
postponement both on the Jewigh public and in Governmental circles,
Gertain 1dees have occurred to me whieh I am passing on to you and to
Dr, %ilver, I dlscuseed some, though not all of them with Ellhu Stone
last night,

(1) Zenctore Wagmer and Taft might issue statements, preferzbly a joint
estatemeni, to the effect that formal actiom on the bill they have spon-
sored 1s belng poetponed for ressons mhich are entirely unrelated to the
merits of the question; btut that & careful canvass of the situation indi-
cates that the weaoure commands strong support end that they are confidemt
it will be favorably scted upon in due course,

(2) A siuilar statement, or statements, way be made by itessre, “right and
Compton, If esuch statements are wade at the appropriste momensd, it will
have a tonic offect on the Jewlsh and Liomniet public.

(3) "hat would be perhaps more imporisnt still 1s & statement or round-
robin %o be signed by aes meny meévbere of the Comsittee as possible, to be
subnitted to the Segeretlary of State as an expression of the wiews of the
signatopifd In such a statement they may say that vhereas they have agreed
to tha sugrestion that no action be taken for the moment by the Committee
as such, they wish bo record and express thelr individual views in faver
of the substance of the Reselutions and would like the Pxecutive branch of
the Covermment to be apprised of these views and to talee them ints sccount
in dealing with the Palestine gusstion,

{(4) Such statements or round-robins by meumbers of the two Committess would,
of course, be most helpful if they were ilasued publicly, but even if they
were made privately and ae confidentisl documente they would have a salu-
tery political effect; and privately our followers would get to imow that
such action was talen,

I discussed these ideas with Flihu and Lipsky last nlght and hoth
thought there was merit in them, Certainly something alonz these lines
ought to be done sond time next week to improve the situation, Otherwise
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news of the postponement of aetlon will come as & blow to our friends
everywhere,

I would strongly urge you to give these sugsestions your
earnest consideration and if they are approved by Dr, Silver, to taie
prompt action,

I am enclosing copy of & letter I sm sending to Dy, Silver
boday.,

Sincerely yours,

Eramel Neumann

Eli fu
(¥ne.)
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bmitted to Edward V. 11in, March 2, 1944

We come to you as citizens residing in this, our great metropolis, and we are
addressing ourselves to you as the leader in New York of a great Party which has com—
manded the loyalty and devotion of great masces of the common people., It is the
Party of Thomas Jefferscn, suthor of the Declaration of Independence, of Woodrow
Wilson, suthor of the Covenant of the League of Nations, and of Franklin D. Roosevelt,
author of the Atlantic Charter.

We are citizens of Jewish faith and descent and represent the views of large
masses of our fellow Jews, both as Americans devoted to the great American traditien,
as Democrats with a deep faith in the basic tenets and spirit of the Demoeratic Party.
and as Jews profoundly concerned with the fate of our brethren across the seas. We
desire to call your attention, and through you the attention of the National Leaders
of our Party and of the Administration iteelf, to a situation which is causing great
concern to us and our fellow Jews herc and throughout the country.

Some weeks ago Resolutions were introduced in both Houses of Congress, re-
affirming the traditional American policy of favoring the Jewish National Home in
Palestine, and calling for the free entry of Jews into Palestine so that it may be
reconstituted as & free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, Apart from the mass
slaughter of Jews now going on in Burore, the immediate occasion for the introduction
of these Resolutions is the White Paper issued by the British Government in 1839,
which would prohibit further Jewish imunigration into Palestine and set up in effect
an Arab gtate in which the Jews would be frozen into a permanent minority under Arab
rule, The Resoluticns had bi--partisan sponsorship and were supported in both Houses
by the Majority Leaders as well as by the Minority Leaders. Hearings have taken
place before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, and there is every indication
that the Resolutlons comrand strong support both in the Committee and in the House,
e have been advised, however, that the attitude of the Executive branch of the
Government may be of decisive importance, There has been no indication of support
forthecoming from any Department of the Executive, but on the contrary, it is reported
that opinions are being expressed against passage of the Resolutions because of
military considerations.

We do not presume to judge the validity of any objections that have been or
may be raised, but we do wish to state that to the best of our knowledge, the pro-
ponents of the Bills acted with circumspection and had made the necegsary soundings
in various quarters, particularly in the State Department, before the introduction
of the Bills. They received no intimation that the proposed action was untimely,
and on the contrary, were led to believe that there was no objection on the part
of the Executive branch of the Government, Only then did they proceed with their
effort,

Through the introduction of the Hesolutions under most auspiciouns sponsorship,
the feelings of milllons of Jewish citizens and of millions of non-Jewish sympathizem
with the cause have been raised to a high pitech of enthnusiasm and optimistic expects—
tion, They wers led to believe that at long last the great American democracy was
about to speak out, to raise its powerful voice on behalf of the persecuted Jewish
people and its right to national restoration in its ancestrzl Home. These hopes are
about to be dashed and will in that event be followed by a feeling of frustration
and bitter disappointment, This feeling will be particularly keen in this city where
some two millions of our people reside.
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While the Jewish leaders did not ask or expect the Administration to take
the initiative by making an official declaration at this time in regard to the
Zionist cause, they had counted upon the Administration to assume such an attitude
of good will towards the contemplated Congressional action as would ensure a successw
ful outcome. They were fortified in this expectation by the tradition of friendship
and support manifested by successive United States administrations to our cause.
It seems, however, that the Administration has not seen its way to giving even this
minimum of support to the efforts of our Jewish leaders and their friends in Congress.
The Administration has failed to facilitate the passage of these Resolutions and in
a measure will be responsible for their rejection or the deferment of any action by
Congress.

In these circumstances, we deem it our duty to comminicate our view that the
lack of cooperation thus far displayed towards & cause so great, so just and so
vital -« a matter of 1life and death for great mumbers of human beings -~ that this
lack of cooperaticn is most unfortunate and difficult to accept as final, JFor five
years, since the White Paper was promulgated in the spring of 1939, millions of
American citizens have been waiting for the moment when our Government would take
appropriate publlic and diplomatic action with a view tu the abrogation of the White
Paper, which is admittedly in contraventiun of internztional law and of the declared
policy of the United States, They have waited for action by our Government in favoer
of the rights and age-old aspirations of the Jewish people.

There has been no effective action on the part of our Government, The Jewish
public is still in the dark as to the attitude of the Chief Executive himself, while
they have been reluctantly driven to the conclusion that in the State Department
influential elements are actually hostile, We foel thorefore that the time has come
for our beloved President, in whom we have had and continuc to have the greatest
confidence, to act on this vital matter after he has had an opportunity of discussing
the issues involved with the accredited and democratically chosen representatives
of the Zionist movement in this country. We know how burdened he is with affairs of
state and military problems but we are persuaded that once he turns his attention to
this sabject now under discussion he will find the appropriate means to promote the
cause so dear to our hearts and to multitudes of our fellow Americans. Ve are con=
Vinced that through the leadership and moral muthority which the President commands,
he can assure the speedy passage of the Resolutions now pending. It is our hope
that he will also raise his own voice which is heard and respected throughout the
world.,

It is most desirable that our great Party and our great President should dis-
pel at once any doubts as to their attitude by taking forthright action and speaking
in vwnambigvous terms which will be understood and profoundly appreciated. We are
apprehensive that failure or delay to do so will be misunderstood and will leave our
people anxious and puziled with results which we cannot fully envisage.

We beg you to receive this expression of our views in the spirit of utter
sincerity and friendliness, in which they are tendered and to convey them without
delay to the leaders of the Party and to the Administration,



March 5, 19544.
389 Bleecker 5t. ,
Hew York.

Dear Silver:

I hope you have anpointed or are sppointing that small committee
to work out our future line.

Enclosed is a memo. I have drewn up, in ordsr that you or the
committee may have something in writing of an eorderly nature to zo on.
I beliette that this memo. will furnish raw material from which yecu can
hemmer out nd?nih oo licy.

Sincerely your

J\tavwﬁ«-‘-’ :Lovfw’(l"e—-—



March &, 1944
demerandum on Zioniet Strategy
by Warvia ILowenthal

I. Seperal Statemsuts

1, Jews are not like Freaoch or Poles. Althoush the French in North Africa
were given much the same double-sgueseze by the State Lept. and Wer Dept
a8 we are now experiencing, cur tactics in America cannot be modelled
on those adopted by the French. So fer as Aserica is concerned, the
differences between the French agnd Jewiash positions are sregt. It was
2ot auerican citizazoe of French desceat who had tobear the brunt of the

fight carried on ageinst the State Dept; the battde was largely conducted
by democratic-minded Americans in general who entered the fight mainly

on their own {nitletive, together with the ald of French refugees in
America who ascted throughout as patriotic Frenchmen mersly sojourning here.
We, of course, have few such Jews - i.,e, Palestinians - living here and

i1t rould be precerious for them to take up much n fizht. Ia the African
effair, moreover, a portion of the State Dept, was pro Le Gaulle,

Fioally, the Examsk Free Freach represented a certaln smount of milbtary
power. Ooly in one respect can we wodel cur plans ou the North
African precedeant; we must do all we can to win the support of liberal
Americens, But in thie regard we must xssangimkze rocognlze that

liberal opinion 1s divided on the merits of the Jewish case for Palestine,
Many liberals are concerned for the Arabs; meny mish no ruction now with
greget Britaln; many othere follow the Lessing Roseamald line (i.e. Qarfaiwn
R C{vi] Literty toys for exampla). As some, has
wittily said: "Our epemies want to kill us; our friends waat us to

comoit suicide."

If we turn for guidance to the example of the Awerican Poles I think we will
make & mistake. As an American and an "outsider" tc Poland's querrel with
Euseia, I~felt that the American Poles were not acting primarily as
Americane when they sought to put pressure on our governmeat to suppert

the Polish claims; they seemed to be injecting a purely European problem
into American politice and policles with no fundemental regerd for
America's own state~interests. [ resented this and my tendency was to
reject their arguments inxmixsmgsx forthwith, I belleve the Americen Poles
would have acted wiser if they had rallied non-Polieh Americanz to their
cause and let the mon-Foles carry oa the main battle,

However, oae basic differesce betmeen our poeition and that of the French or
Foles can be turnnd to owr advantage. That ie, we should emphasize the
fact that gur demend for free entry of Jewt into Pllsetine, right of
colonization, ete. are oot just the dewmands of one more nationaliet
group or movement; but they epring from a human problem that hss
plagued all of Europe and wrought untcld dissster there. We represent
rot only a Jewleh need but a humanitarisn need and in the deepest cense
a democratic and political need for healing one cf the worldle most
grievous and dangerous wounds. But more on this theme later,
st
2« Tone, e =Mt dechbde on the tone of our propaganda. GShall we demand or piss
pleed? Shall we sct militant - or aggrieved and outraged§ This will
be determined in part by the character of the line we adopt.



II1. Qur Msjor Opponents,

A0 things stand now, our msjor opponeate gre:-
1. The British Colonial Office - and perhape the British Cabinet.
2s The U,5.5tate Department - and perheps the President

3. The U.S.¥er Department - which we suspect in actingz at the bshest of
the State Department.

4.Probably the three companies involved in exploiting Arabian ofl;
T‘IM. hu‘ and Standard.

hgaiast which of these opposnents shall we address our main efforts? And
by what methods and in what maoner shall we carry oo the attack?

1, Great Britain., I believe it would be a mietake to adiress any of our
public propaganda againet Great Britain. We should, for the time teing,
remais mum on this smbject. It is my opinion that not only in Washington and
New York but &ll arcund the country there is & mounting tide of auti=British
sentiment., Quite apart frow Americae®s traditional criticism of Englend,
thers exists now maoy points of conflict of intereste between the U.S. and
Great Britala and as the war drawe to en end the cumber of these areas of
friction will increase., koreover, as the war nears & victory, the critice of
Faozlend among those who have up till pow been loyal to the whole ceuse of
the United Nations aud world freedom will feel less military ard politicel need
ts curb their criticiems. The Jews need do nothinz and should do nothing to
add fuel to the flames. There is more than emough fuel as it is, Our policy
ehould be to remain silent and bide our time. Then, when the clamsr sgzainst
Fogzland really breaks into the open, it is possible that England will tura
to the American Jewe for support. We should hold ourselves ready and glad
to give this support provided that when such pccasion arrives Enzland shell
first do something in our behalf for Palestine.

In other words, the mounting friction between imerica and Britain will zive
us one of our few and rare opnortunities to render & service to England which
we do not have to render and which therefore must be pald for in advence.

Qur lack of such opportuanities is of course the main wealness of the Jewish
position throughout the world and in every field today - compared, for
example, to the opportunitiss we had in the last war and which we ceshed in
pr, at that time, throush the issuance of the Badifour Declaration snd the
grant of minority righte in Central and Eagtern Furope. To be ghle to gzive
Pozlend something which England wante end which we can be free to withhold
will wean that we cen trade. The Arabs have been able to trads throughout the
war and that is why they have received s8¢ many benefits,

But 1o order to be able to trade we must not zive away in advence what we
later wish to sell, Hence we muset do nothing now to counter snti-Eritigh

propaganda. Nor wust be do anything te ald it - for the BSritish must be made
to feel that we are not committed to either side and that we are therefore in

a position to trade. In sum we should keep mun ~ and wait.

The caly references we should make éa the subject of Sritsin is to
reiterste in every conceivable manner the services rendered to the Britich
Bopirs by the soldiers, war-workers, etc. of Paelestine. We should proclaim
over and over mgin how much the Jews of Palestine have already dome to
aid England - and thereby iwmply how such Jews can do whea they want to.
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2. Qur attitude toward the executive branch of our government should be
two=fold. Towards the State Department we should be militant and toward
the presideat agerieved, disappointed, shocked, and injured.

With respect to the State Department we should harp on their record in
Horth Africa (both towards the Franch aad the Algerian Jews), in Italy,
in Spain, etc. Now we are appeasing the Arabs and mgain sacrficing the Jewe.
All this should be expressedwm with indignation. Then, more militantly, we
should atteck the State Department for engaglng America in & new lmperialist
venture baged on + Arabian oil. It seems to me we should let loose against
the Stete Dept, with everything welve got - publicly, privately, by means
of meetings, telegrame, letters - znd with the aid of every ally we can find,
Blame the State Dept. for the intervention of the War Dept. of course.
Try to use whatever connections we have or can make te find out more details
o the oil deal and turn such detasils over to the writers for the general
pl"!'l-l-

With respect to the president we should adopt the exactly opposite tone.,
We must act as thoush we had always counted on his euwpport and still do,
but we feel that he has let us down - we are hurt, smitten, troubled.
Surely he cannot abadandon the poor hapless ani helplese Jewish pecple. Etc.
Meanwhile, of course, we should coatinue our present ccurse of informing
the Dempcratic Party that they do not have millions of Jewish wotes in the bag.

This procedure with respect to the Presideat ie based on two premlises. Cne,
that he is favorably disposed to our cause; and, twe, that he will eventuslly
sct in our fevor. The first premise, we are told, may be assumed as certain.
Eut, with regard to the seccnd premize, we know he has not acted favoredly
and positively in our behalf in the past five years (since the White Papur)
and he may never so act. It should therafore be worth our while to make a
thorough canvass of his previcus record with respect to other minorities and
similar issuse: negro, labtor, liberal; and we should estimete what the chances
are of his acting in a positive way on his own faverable impulses. We should
try to learn whether hie pattera ir to say: "I am with you. Just wait,

I will act on day. Just wait, But dont get annoyed or be impatient or zkgmid show
a lack of coafidence, for if you do I will never act. Just walt," ...We aust

also tale into coasideratioa the fact that whils koowing, as he now does, that

he may lose waay Jewish votes and yet he takes no actioan, it is less likely

he will take esuch action after hie next - ani what he knows to be his last -
alaction,

Consideration shguld therefore be given to an opposite course with respect to
the chiaf executive; l.,e. that ie, to switching ou auppert from the Demceratic
to the Hepublican Party now or in the near future. .imonz the most likely
Republizen candidates Dewey ia lisbla ts be ar indapeadable es Hoomevelt,

Qur saly probable staunch supporter would be Willlde. He will stand i{n most
need of help between pow and the mominating convention in June. Heace, if we
should declde that he i® the horse to back, we must zive him that backing scon
- when it will count moet and be most gratefully received., If ve wait for
the bandwagon znd climd ca ampag the last we will have done little to earn
his favor., It is within the next few weeke that he will be willing to pay

the most for our support.

Naturelly the dangers and risks of the two alteraats coursee sutlined above
muet be carsfully weighed. However we must reach a decision on the matter
Soon if we are to reap any substantial adventese from the latter course,
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3, The War Depertmeat., Our attitude towards the Wer Department ie simple to
define. We have full confidence in thel military abilities and purely

military decisions, We have avary reasocn to belleve that Gen. Mershall is

an honest upright man. But going back gver the record - with regard to

not only Palestine but Ferth Africa, Italy, Btzs. - we are troubled at finding
evidence that the State Department often uses the ar Department to further

the former! 'e own solicles which are based on no military coneiderstione at all,
We ehould recite the stories of tie Hoekins Report, the Cremieux law, and

the Jolat Decleration: in all thase cames the Wer Dept. was apperently
aisinformed and its warnings of aa Arab uprieing were merely the cry of

Tolft, Wolfl We deprecate the use of the War Dept. to further fascist,
flaperialist, and other aims that have nothing to do with the conduct of the war,

4.The 011 Companies. Ia public we should play up the imperialiesm resulting
from the desigos. In private we should watch the development of the
opposition smong the 53 o0il companies excluded from the Arablan deal end do
what we can to stir up and ald that oppositioan.

Meanwhile we should coneider carefully the fact that the end of the Saudi
Arabla pipeline is neither Haifa nor Alexandria. The ead, the vulnerable end,
is every Texaco, Standard, amd Gulf zas station right here in the United Stetes,
I au 20t suzgesting ao orzenized boycott azainst the products of these
compaanies now or in the future after the war. At best it would be ineffective;
at worst, & boomerang. DBut I know that even our biggest American industries
are concerned when they received scattsred complaints from just ordinary
humble individusls, It gives them the ditherss What I sugzest is thet we
consult the best ard most successful publie-relations men and get their
advice on how to condvct & very swall-scale, discreet, and widely scettered
mail compaign directed ageinst the three cil companies united in the Arablan
deal, They should be given the impression that sn untold and unimownaumber
of Azvericans - Jews and Gentiles - do oot relish either thelr shere in &
new iwperimliem or their shara in keeping Palestine berred to Jews,

It ie both distastful and tragic that we must count the horrors wrec'zed wupon
the Jews of Furope as smong our assets, But such is ths case, Hence we

must emphsaize, in all sur argacente and publicity, that not only a nationaliset
but & great humenitarian problem cen be solved by opening Paleatine to
immigration and celonieation., This whole line is familiar and need no furthar
comment. However, let us look one poseible and unhappy fact full in the

faca, There is a great possibility that after the wer thhere will be no

large numbere of Jewe who will have to go to Palestine., There is lilewiee

a great poesibility that even if a large mmber of homelese Jews are left
alive, the world will care little what happens to them - in view of the
posslble cheos, moral let-down, thet m&y exist, as well as in view of the

fact that even two million survivors in need of a haven will be & drop in

the bucket of the tens of mill ions of similar non~Jewish survivore. ... I
bring up these possibilities in order that we understand that we must use the
humenitarian argument zow for ell it is worth - before the facts can refute ue,

ITs EE Tridiﬂﬂ Assets,

We must take advantage of our three major tradins assete:
1. Qur position in the presideantial nominations and elections
2. The nuisance value we can muster agzsinst the oil companies

€. The eventunl service wa can render Fn
‘ngland if a str 2
feeling develops in the 1.5. ong anti-British



‘ T
4nd fiaelly, though these are not trading pointe, we muet Qe) appeal to
the publicfs sense of compassion for the refugees of Europe and dwell upon
the injury done to humanity, justice, and deceacy, by keepingz closed the
doore of Palestine; and we must (b) bring out again and sgiin the schievements

wrought oy the Jewe in RaisziwnmdirisgxthexpactzESxyepxsxaxs Polestine during
the past 25 yeare and the services rendered by the same Jews during the war.

END



I join tihe bost of Dr. Wise's friends throughout the
world in sending him my warmest felicitations on the occcssion
of his TOth anniversary. Would th.t this Bignificant oceaslon
could have been celebrated In a yuieter und happler hour for
our paople and for the world. All those ideals urnd objectives
for which Dr. %ise has worked with such rare gifts and such
boundless energies tnroughout his great carcer sre now puasing
through the crisis of battle — democracy, human freedom, social
Justice, world orgunization, justice to the Jews, and the
rebuilding of Israel's nuticnal life in Eretz Yisrsel. e pray
that o speady Allied victory may hasten the fulfillment of some
of these great ideals for which Dr. Wise has so valiantly striven,
and will crown an extraondinary carecer of leyalty and service.
Dr. Wise has written a significant chapter in Azerlcan Jewlsh
history, a chapter, fortunstely, far from closed. 0Od Yeauwun
Be'sevah,




Mrs. Moses Epstein
Hadassah

1819

New Iﬂk, N.Y.

My dear Hrs. Epstein:

The Zionist Emergency Council suthorized me
to appoint & com-ittee to consider the present sitatus
of the Political Burssu of the Jemish Ageney which was
established = few months age, and the qusstion of its
continuztion in view of the naw dovelopments shich
have taken place in rel tiom to our om: re-organization
and the expansion of our work. I regard this ss & very
important assigrmcnit and I would greatly appreciate it if
you would serve on this coumittee along with Mr. Leon
Sellmsn, Nr. David Wertheim and Dr, Larael Coldstein.
I am requesting Judge Morris Bothenberg to act as
cheirman. As soon as Nshum Coldzesn =od Goldstein returnm,
the moeting of the Committee will be called.

With all good wishes, I remsin

Very cordially yours,

AHS:BX




Mafich 14, 1944

Mre. Elkan Voorsanger
2302 E, Vyming Place
Hilwaukes, Wisconsin

My dear Henrietta:

I have just returned from ten days in the Eust and find
yow gracious note as we'l as the splendid letter which
appeered in the Milwsukes Journal. You are deserving of
hearty congratulations. It is the sort of intelligent and
persistent defense of our position that will see our cause
through to victory.

You will forgive me, I am sure, for mot writing to you
sooner sbout your earlier letter commenting cn my correspondence
with Sulsberger, I had a real "Hanuah® putting on record the
story of the New York Times and ths anti-Zionist intrigures of
the Paper and its publisher. Had I written my answer to Sulzberger
this week, I would have added the shameful story of how ocur
hearings before the Foréign Affalrs Committee in Washington were
reported in the Times. What was featured was the Arab case. My
own testimony which lasted over am hour was given exactly cne-half
of one sentence in the last paragraeph of the report of the first
day's hearing.

You must have heurd by now of the great stsatement of President
Roosevelt. The whole story of it reads like another Purim Megillah,
How we snatched victory from the jaws of defeat after & cabal in the
State Department played its trump card sgainst us by bringing in
the Hilitary is a story which will delight the hearta of our people
when it is finally told fully. For the present, suffice it to sey
thut theppremature jubilation of the Aruba in the Near East, and
the Jewish Arabs in Philadelphia and elsewhere, has bsen turned
into black mourning.

With &ll our love to you, Elkan and the children, I
rexain

Most cordislly yours,

ARS:BE



CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
JUDGE HARRY M. FISHER

IN CHAMBERS

CHICAGO
March 15, 1944

My Dear Rabbl Sllver:

You are right, Last week in Washington was an
historic moment. I enjoyed 1t fully even though my own
part in 1t was of little significance,

Immediately after the sdjournment of our confer-

ence I called Judge Rosemman and, luckily, he was not
in, I made clear that I was complylng with his request
thet I call him immedlately and promised to call later,
Delibesrately, I called at 5:30 because I felt that at
that time he would not ask me to come over, I reported
to him in a general way that your conference with the
Chlef was satisfying asnd geve him the substance of the
statement which Judge Rosenman had not yet seen. Nothing
was sald about what was expected in the near future,

He esked me particularly whether you were satisfied
and, 1n conformity with your suggestion, I replied that you
were satlsfled to such an extent that if the understanding
arrived at at the conference will be carried through, you
conflided ir me that you would be with bhim in the ensuing
campaign, He then commented upon the charming personallty
of the Chief, that confldence which he engenders and his
genulne interest in our cause,

At the conclusion of our conversation he asked me

to be sure to keep in touch with him and this has glven
rise to a thought upon which I would like to get your
reactlon, Since he Invited correspondence, why should I
not suggest to him to take the lnitiative in bringing the
American Jewlsh Comml ttee back to the Conference? The
way seems to be clear now for doing it without either side
ylelding on what they regard as principle.

The program which you presented to the Chief
involved the basic requirement of esteblishing conditions
ultimately leading to the reconstruction of a Jewish
Commonwealth. The Presldent's statement speaks of doing
Justice to those who desire a Jewlsh homeland., That neither
confirmsnor negates the possibility of a Commonwealth. We
are, therefore, left free to continue our insistence upon
a Commonweal th whereas the Jewish Committee can easily
reconeclile thelr presence in the Jewish Conference on the
basls of the President's statement, giving to it whatever
interpretation they desire,




With this suggestion as the excuse for my
writing to him I intend, in legal phraseolegy, to
point out to him that the Commonwealth idea 1is
necessarily Ilnstinct in the terms of the Mandate,
You see, I hadn't read the Mandate for a long time
but did so while in Washington and I am convinced
the point which I have in mind is not legally refutable
and that a lawyer of Rossrman's stature will see it that
waye If he does, hls snswer will probably be what his
statement was during our discussion, namely, that the
Balfour Declaration and the Mandate ought not tc be
discussed but, on the contrary, that the matter be
dealt with de novo in the light of our present and
post-war needs, However, even 1f that were granted
he will be compelled to recognize the fact that whatever
demands we shall be making will be very materially
strengthened by a legelly establlished right. The
interpretation of the provisions of the Mandate which
leadgto the conclusion that a Jewish Commonwealth was
intended was probably never pointed cut before on the
basis of my theory, At any rate, I have never heard of
it before and yet I belleve that i1t is convincing beyond
a doubt,

I shall walt until I hear from you before writing
to him,.

Best personal regards,

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver, I

Chalrmen, Executive Committee,
Amerlcan Zionlst Emergency Council,
Cleveland, Okio.,

P. S¢ I told him about your unanswered calls end he insisted
that only one call came through and thet he did return

call but found that you were already out of the citys He
earnestly inpsisted that he could not have intended to slight
Yous



Judge Harry H. Fisher,
Circuit Court of Cook County,
Chicago, Illinois.

My dear Judge Fisgher:

Thank you for ycur letter of March 15§h. I was
interested in getting Judge Rosemnman's reaction.

Things at the moment are moving quite satisfactorily.
As we have anticipated, there has been spontaneous
demands made on the floor of Congrees in the laet two
days, demanding that our resclutions be presented to
the memberes of the House so that they might vote upon
it. The President's statement has taken off the 1id
which the State Department sought to put on the whole
situation,

1t did much elge besides. We have had a very grati-
fying cable from London as to its repercussions there.

With reference to your suggestion that you ask Roeenman
t0 initiate action to bring the American Jewisgh Com-
mittee back to the Conference, 1 would suggest that you
go very slow about it. Certainly, you ought to consult
Wise, Monsky and Goldstein, the co-Chairmen of the
Conference before you take any action. Considerable
effort has been made in recent weeks to bring about a
rapprochement with no success.

The President's ctatement, in my judgment, should not
be made to serve as an excuse for the Committee to
return to the Conference. As you probably know, we are
hoping for a supplementary statement, which we trust
will be much more specifie. But we shall see what
eventuates.
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Judge Harry H. Figher -3 e 3/16/44

Please be not taken in by Rosenman's suggestion that
the Palestine problem should be discussed without
reference to the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate.
That is the attitude of Proskauer snd his group who
object to both documents on the ground that they
recognize an entity called The Jewish People, a country
whioh will be the Jewish National Home and the historie
connection of this people with that national home. All
that the Proskauer group is interested in is to allow
Jews the right of immigration into a country called
Palestine, where they will have no national status
vhatever, except as citizens of a state called Falestine,
in the eame way as Jews are citizens in a state called

| New Zealand or Foland. This, of course, ig also the
attitude of Lessing Rosenwald and the American Coumeil
for Judaiem,

With all pood wighes, I remain

NMost cordially yours,

AHS ;NEK Abba Hillel Bilver




"~ "ISRAEL MEREMINSKI VDT SN

American Representative of the

HISTADRUT WPIRR 2031
General Federation of Jewish Labor D TWwR 2w nohon mThon®
in Palestine. PR PR DUMayn
510 WEST 112th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. MONUMENT 2-5809

March 16, 1944
Urgent Very Confidential

o Mr. Arthur Lourie, Secretary
American Zioniet Emergency Council

Flease submit the following memorandum to
Rabbi EBtephen 8. Wise and Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver, Joint-chairmen

Subject: Ialestine and the Sgudi-Arebisn Filpe-line

1., Jéws and Zionists in the U.S., have no speciflically Jewish
attitude to the Cll I'roblem and pipe-linee now belng discussed

publiely in the American press. But becauee Jewlish FPalestine may

be of very great impértanua for the realization of the U.S. plan,

I take 1t as an establlished fact that the US government hae an oll-

agreement with Saudi-Arsbia and that this ies in ilts owm intereats

and the interest of poat-war atable peace in the Middle-East.

I1. I cannot see any Juatification for the US to bulld the pipe-line
from Saudi-Arablias to Alexandria, Egypt. Thise will make the US very
dependent at both enda of the plpe-line on Arablan governmenta

whiech have not demonstrated until now any interest in world pesce
and democfacy.

111, Nehas Pasha allowed himeelf recently to intervene in Faleatine

problems and protest to the US governmment only because he feels
that this government needs Ezypt for the execution of Lhe pipe-line
gcheme to Alexsndria.

IVv. 1 do not see why Lhe USA government should not.find a way to

lay the plpe-line from Savdi-Arabla, thru Akaba, to the sast side
of the Mediterranean (Haife, Aecre, Tel-aviv).

L e
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* ISRAEL MEREMINSKI

PDIMNR . ORI

American Representative of the

HISTADRUT
General Federation of Jewish Labor -
in Palestine.

510 WEST 112th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. MONuUMENT 2-5809

V. [Hot being a geologlst, 1 cannot tell if IV is technically

posaible. But the map published by the liew York Times (March 5)

leads me to think that the path of the pipe-line planned to
Alexandria goes from the Fersian gulfl near to Akaba, and 1t 1s
quite possible that inatead of going from Akeba Lo Alexandrias,
it could go from Aksba to one of the Ialestlnean ports.

Vi. Furthermore, the distance from Akaba to the Falestinean ports
is shorter than from Akabe to Alexgndrie, A Falestinean terminal
would therefore represent a great saving.

VII. If this plan of laying the pipe-line through Falestine should
be mccepted, Jewish colonization in the Negev will be of
tremendous importance for peaceful protection of the pipe-line.
The pipe-line Iin an area of Jewish Intensive eolonization will
not need speclal efforte of the US government to guard the lines
through the army, ete.
VIII. Because the US Government 1s reeponsible for this pipe=-
1ine, and not private enterprise, it is the best guarantee
that the pipe-=lines will be used not for a colonial poliecy but
for the fulfillment of the best progressive ideas of the posat-
war world-order.

Ix. Jewiah colonization is now much interested in the uncultivated

desert Nemev, and the construction of this pipe=line 1e not in
contradietion to our own lnterests.

WPMINE %3
@I Y nPYan maThonY
R Pawa D™Mavn



~ ISRAEL MEREMINSKI DD SNt

American Representative of the

HISTADRUT ' RPPIBR 1%
General Federation of Jewish Labor o*TWn Yw mbban mathon®
in Palestine. PR PR3 D™Mayn
510 WEST 112th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. MOnuMeNT 2-5809
Ao When the Sritish govermment tried to obtalmn the mandate over
! Ialestine, they used Jewlsh suffering and Jewish need for a
k homeland as arzuments. After obtaining their end, the colonlal

poliey of the Eritish was tec adapt themselves to the backward,
regresaive Arabs in the Hiddle East even at our expense.

Ihere is no resson why-- now that the US has concluded tLhe
agreement with Saudl-Arabla for the exploltatlon of oll-resources=-
the US government should not utilize the ready eooperation of the
Jewiah Commonwealth which is the one real democratle vanguard and
fortresa in the Middle East.

| % & The question will be asked:"Why go to Falestine, where there

are both Jewe and Arabs?"” The realistic reply is the fact
that even during thls war Britain and the Allles have been unable
to use the Misul-Syria=Tripoli pipe-line(which passes through
exclusively Arab territory),.and have @&Mhe Mosul=Halfa
line. The reason: in Falestine there is a democratic, loyasl, eand
dependable population whiech has actively supported the Alllies.

lhere is no eause to think that this loyalty will be less

strong toward the US whose generous attitude to the Jews has been
one of ita Tinest traditions.

Il Immediate eclarification of this proposal of a Palestine-
terninus with Mr. lckesa appears to me as imperative.

he idea should be of particular interest to him at this moment

when hie plan is being so sharply ceriticized, and opponents raise

the issue of the need of an American army to guard the pipe-=lines.

this can be one of the best examples of Jewish-Americsn common interests.

IIil. The distance from Agada %o Alexandris is 360 miles. The distance from
Agabs to Jaffa is 150 miles. The possidle reduction in the coet of the ripe line
is obvious illluu'lluuii*hralilmﬂlui $20,000,000.00.

-l



~ ISRAEL MEREMINSKI VDI ORI

American Representative of the
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g:w?alTFildnm of Jewish Labor o* 11y b nbban mThon
in Palestine. SR PaRa oMavn
510 WEST 112th STREET NEW YOREK, N. Y. MOwumeENT 2-5809

LVs. The ehove suggestions were made by me orally to ¥r. Arthur
Lourie on Harch 15. On March 16, the Jewish Journal quoted

the Dally Sketeh of London that the Arab countries are ready to

explolt the Saudl-Arablen-American agreement against the interests

of Jewlsh Falestine, which is 1dentiecal with ﬁahnna;e“igaﬁ'uﬂ interests.

LivV. Ihis problem 1s urgent. The coming daye will be declsive.
ferhapa the whole conception of the Falestine Freblem in the minds
of the Stettinius delegation to London may be influenced in our
favor if Ickes can be impressed with our position.

IM/1kp
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“ | - \ MEMORANDUM
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rmn{ Elilm D. Stone DATE:March 17, 1944

T beribba Wiler ¢
TO: Dr. be Hillel Silver

SUBJECT:

48 soon as we learned of the action talen this morning by the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Dr. Feuer and I called the office of Mr. Bloom
and immediately proceeded to see him,

Mr, Bloom enquired as to what ne could do for us-—a novel procedure, We
received from Mr. Crawford the copies of both the letter from the Secretary of
War and of the statement issued by Mr. Bloom on behalf of his comnittee. Without
any provacation, he immediately took the offensive by saying thet he took enocugh
abuse from us already; he lmowe that he will be attacked at the Madison Square
Garden Meeting; and he is assuming complete responsibility for what took place
this morning winile the Committees was in executive session,

He claimed that notices for the special meeting thles morning were sent out
yesterday and delivered to every member by messenger. It was his contention
that he was forced to tnie action by reason of Mr, Dicketein's threat that a
pértition to take away the measure from tae Committee would be circulated among
the members of the House, andi that during the conference of last Wednesday nt
his office, which was participated by Dr. Feuer, Mr. Sack, and myself, we were
anxious that action be taken. He was reminded by us that our conference was in
the nature of seeking advise and gonidance with a view of cbtaining o faverable
report from nis comitttee; that at no time did we suzgeet the type of action that
he has taken, Therey also, Mr, Bloom added that he was forced to this morning'e
action by reason of & vote taken by .the Comnittee more than a week ago to the
effect that ne, as Chairman, should invite the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of War and General Marsnall to meet with the Committee and to listen
to their evidence with reference to the Palestine Resolution: that he dis-
regarded this voie and did not extend invitations to tne aforesaid leaders of
the Government; that ne was cnarged by members of the Committee that he is
deliberately vioclating a decieion; that this came both from enimies as well as
friends of the meagure: that those who were committed to the Resolution felt
that it was imperative for them to give to their constituents an explanation of
the dormancy of the Resolution in the Committee. Mr. Bloom further claimed
that he rendered us gervice in that ne prevented adverse action on the Hesolution
and that he prevented tdling of the Resolution; that the status of the Resolution
has not been altered, It simply means that no action has been taken for the
time being and that at any appropriate moment, it can be brought forth for action.

The conversation was rather a heated one. He asserted that the introduction
of the Palestine Resolution at this time has done more harm to the Jewish people
throughout the world than anything else, As calmness was restored, he spoke
in a fatherly fashion advising that we should not be so stubborn, that an
amended RHesolution, which would exclude reference to a Jewish Commonwealth, would
have a chance in his opinion. As to an enguiry of Ir, Feuer and joined by me



=E=

Ir, Abba Hillel Silver March 17, 1944

that, since the opposition to action at this time is entirely military, how
could that opposition be overcome by amendments, since the Department of War
objects to any action on the Resclution in its entirety, Mr. Bloom was
reluctant to reply; however, he reiterated hies belief that o substitue
Resolution would be favorably considered,

With reference to the President's statement as to whether or not it had
any effect, his reply was that the action of the Committee and the letter from
the Secretary of War speak for themselves. He stated that he has something to
gay with reference to the Presidentl!s statement; however, he would say it only

to Ir, Wise and yourself,

At the conclusion, he relterated that this Resolution can be brough up for
action at any appropriate time, It was a2 painful experience &nd it is clear that
Mr, Bloom is not a friend of the Resolution, as is that he is particularly
hostile to the inclusion of & reference to & Jewish Commonwealth, He deplored
the austere statements that are being made on the floor as they constitute on

irritation,

This is in substance what was sald at the conference. It is, by necessity,
a fragmentory and hastily drawn report. Mr, Bloom is not a friend of the
Jewish National Home, His mentality is that of a rescue Jew. It is quite
possible that he has certain commitments with reference to this Resolution and
the commitments, judging by his conduet, are not in our faver,

Elion D, Stone

EDS:hp
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Detroit, Mich, March 22, 1945

Rabbi Leon 1. Feuer,
Comgregation Shomer Emmim,
Toledo, Ohio.

Dear Laoni

I want to thank you for coming to us last londay
nizht for the debate on the issues of the rift within the
Zionist Organization.

You made out a powerful case for the recall of
S8ilver to the leadership, end I am fairly certain thet our
Board will pass a resolution demanding the re-sppointment of
Silver as head of the Emerpgency Zionist Couneil.

With kindest greetings, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Leom Fram
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MEMORANDUM y s

s

FROM  Elibu D. Stone Mar. 24, 1944

DATE:
TO: Abba Hillel Silver

SUBJECT: Conference with Senator Brewster of Maine

CONFITENTIAL

Pursusnt %o an spoointment I called on Sengtor Brewster of Mzine at his office
on Friday, March 24, 1944, As he seemed to be prominent in the oil discussions,
it was important to ascertain from him the relationship of the oil concessions
in the lesr East to the future of the Jewish National Home, as well as to mske
the Senator acquainted with our anxieties.

The Senator described the situstion as s competitive one between the United
Stetes government and Great Britain - that both sides were wooing King Itn Samd
and are ready %o pay the price. The Senator pointed out that it was indeed
strange that in his correspondence with the Department of State with reference
to Paulestine becmuse of his interest in the Jewish Hationzl Home, the Depart-
ent somehow always diwerted the subject matter ofpil. The correspondence is
l/zf a confidential nature, but it seemed to the Senator that the paramount
interest of our Secretary of State in the Near East is concentrated on oil.

I described to the Senator our fesrs lest the Jewish Nutional Home be bartered
as a sort of "burning offering" to King Ibn Saud. I pointed cut to him that
we were disturbed by rumors that General Hurley has made commitments adverse
to the Jewish hopes in Pglestine. I expressed toe hope that ihose rumors were
unfounded. Thereupon tie Senator offered the informetion that he spent three
L~ hours in conference witi Genersl Hurley —-baet in a discussion of all the

manifold problems involved in the oil concessions, the subject matter of the
conversation was strictly confidential.

Cautiously and tactfully I tried to convey to Senator Drewster the wvalue of
any information he could give us onm the subject - that the entire future of the
Jewish Hational Home is involved, and that it is of tremendous importance for
us to know the facts.

The Senstor was good enough %o say t.hat"ynur fea:ra”uith reference to Gen. Hurley's
{ attitude towards the Jewish Nationsl Home as related to the old guestion®are not
unf Y of course, there are no written agreements and there are no written
Tecords of the conversation between Gen. Hurley and Ibn Ssud, asserted the Sena-
tor. However, continued Sgnator Brewster, Mr. Hurley definitely assoclates
flimself with the British policy with reference to the Jewish Nationzl Home, as
represented by the White Paper of May, 1939. It is clear, stated the Senator,
f that in the conversations with Ibn Saud, the General conveyed his hostile views

(=

towerds the Jewish Hational Home to the King, whom he was courting in his
capacity ms en Americen agent to work out the deal concerning the oil. To my
inouiry as to in what cspscity Gen. Hurley did act in his dealings with the
I. Areb ruler, tie Senator was unable to clearly define the status of Gen., Hurley
in connection with the negotistions he was carping on with Ibn Saud. He described
/ the Generel's mission to Arsbia as being both of & privete and a guasi-officisal
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL e 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. - WASHINGTON s, D. C.

MEMORANDUM
FROM Elibmu D. Stone DATE:
TO: Abba Eillel Silver
SUBJECT: LT
character,

| On the basis of the three-hour conference thet the Senator had with the

General, he asserted that the opinioms expressed by Mr. Eurley to Itn Saud and
other Argb dignitsrles were in their very nature the Generel's vrivste views,
and that he did not in any way make commitments for our zovermnment. The Senp=
tor emphasized, however, that those private views were the views of an important
personality close to the government of the United States, and particularly to
the President - that nis views no doubt carried great weight in the mind of

l Ii..rﬂ Eau.ﬂ-

Senator Brewster was good enough to say that during the conffersation with
Mr, Hurley he endeavored to set tle General right on the Jewish Naticnal Home
by pointing out to him that the honor of the Uuited States is involved and that
it is an "incongruity" for the United States to fight a war for justice for the
: common man and for the freedom of oppres=sed and persecuted pecples, gnd at the
@ same time have spokesmen of the United States, in whatever capecityy'lo awsy
with our peolicy in favor of the Jewlieh Vetional Home pg established Ty the
United States Congress in 1922 as part consideration for the acguisition of
0il concessions . General lmrley ergued, however, that apart from the oil
business Pulestine has already done its share for the Jewish people and that
tiie Boglish government hes fulfilled its oblization to t he Jewish Hationsl Home
by meking it possible for so meny Jews to come to Palestine and settle there.

_{“—

Senator Brewster seemed to Le familiaf with the arguments pro snd con relative
to the White Paper and tried to meet the contention of the General, apparently
without success.

Moreover, Seflator Brewster stated that General Hurley conferred with President
Roosevelt to whom he has definitely conveyed his views with reference to the
k\ Jewish Hational Home, and that thosge views of course were adverse to our
i position.

I regarded it as tactless to press the Senator with more detailed information
with reference to the Genersl's talk with the President, as he szppeared to be
somewhat reluctant to discuss it in greater detzil, excent to eay that the

report given to the President by Gen., Furley with referepce to Pd estine was

lan unfriendly one. M %g—b—% f\ktaﬁb&,&‘f:ﬁ R 94 Sn..uj’a_\i ) .
The Senator from Maine was good enocugh to volunteer that he would do hi'e best

to uncover during the hesrings before the Senste Committee now engaged in an
inguiry with reference to ¢il in the Near East any and every engle that has
relation to Palestine, and whether or not eny commitments were made, official
or otherwise, by eny agent of our government, to Ibn Saud. EHe said, however,
toat this would be most difficult for the reason that trose commitments, if
made, were not matters of record, and those who have !mowledge of them would
be reluctant to make revelations,
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The Senator volunteered the 1n;prmation that Fnglend is strenunously engased in
an effort to divert the affection of Ibn Saud in their favor. Thus, he nointed
out, the efforte to promote a conference for the purpose of establishing am
Arab federstion of states was nc doubt initisted by Great Britain, and hopes
must have been held out to Itn Seund that the lesding role in this federstion
would be assigned to him. Of course, he stated, these are speculaticns, but
they are not unreasonsble ones. BMr. Hurley reported to him that there are a
large number of Britisners in Ssudis-Arebia and they even have someone who is

g new edition of the late Lawrence of Arabia, who seems to be active in the
proximity of Ibn Saund.

It was the judgment of Senator Brewster thet both the Speretary of the Navy and
the Secretary of the Ipterior, who seem to be strongly in favor of the oil
concessions in Sandia-Arabia, bave not been made aware of the invelvement of
the Jewish National Home in connection with any hopes that might have been held
out to Jon Sgud by sny Americen spokesman in comnection therewith.

Mr. Erewster suggested that we give him a memoranduom on the t%g subject
dealing with the interest of Palestine end the Jewish hopesg Eh is ready to
use his good otfices for the purpnse of trylng to uncover during the progress
of the lieering the nature of the consideration offered to King Ibn Semd at

tue expense of the Jewish position in Pslestine.

h!ERIQLH' ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL « 1720 S8IXTEENTH STREET, N. W . WASHINGTON 9, D, C.

The Senator described the attitude of the President as being vague, and therefore

unsatisfactory. Moreover, nie stated that the situation calls for action and
that "deeds" and not vague words count. He guoted Bnerson in substance: TYour
deeds I see; your words I do not hear. ‘

"Sen.:.tﬂr Brewste} develped during our conversation a novel aporoach, that is to

?Er—“ﬂ novel afpruaﬂﬂ for an American. He maintained that the Jewish National
Home could well bDecome, and should become, an American outpost in the Near
Bast, that if we are contemplating making great investments in Arabia, then
it is in the interest of the Uulted States to encourage the establishment of
a Jewish comronwealth in Palestine, whiech would constitute a friendly spot in
the Hear East, and which in & crisis would be of great value to the United
States. Marecver, the friendship of the Jews in Palestine could be acguired
by America by cooperating with the Jewish National aspirations in Palestine,
and by helping the Jewish people %o meke Palest ine a Jewish commonweszlth.

The Senator pointed out that the Jewish Nat ional Home has been developed by
virtue of rhe financisl suwport given by American Jews. Hence, this faet
soould be utilized by our government in order to cement a stronger friendship
between the Jewish Fational Fome and the United States, instead of slienating
it by associating ourselves even passively with the British White Paper. In
this connection he exhibited sn advence print of an article "The Soviet Wooing
of Pelestine - Russian-British Competition in the Middle East", by Eliahu
Een=-Horin, which will appear in Harper's magazine of April 24, 1944 and which
advance proof is, of course, confidential.



s

B

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. w WASHINGTON 9, D. C,

MEMORANDUM
FROM DATE:
TO:
SUBJECT: B

The Senator was visibly disturbed by what Ben-Horin has to say with reference
to the influence of Bussia in the Jewish Nationsal Home. The Fussisns, he
said, are Yrealists" and they do not hesitate to reverse policies when that
reversal serves their purposes, as evidenced by the change of attitude of
Fussia towerds the Jewish Hetional Home. The senator continued: If the
policy of Great Britain is that of the White Paper, and if America acquiesces
in the White Paper, then as a naturgl conseguence the Jewish National Home
would be driven to solicit favor from Fussia, which, no doubt, will be a great
factor in arranging the next peace.

Senator Brewster stated that the views expressed by Een-Horin were substantiated
by his own experience in P:zlesetine and the Near East., He wes tremendously
impressed on his last visit to Palestine with the amount of BEussgian influence

in Palestine to the exclusion of other interests. I endeavored to set him
right, that ie, not to contuse the Jewish cooperatives in Pslestine with Commu-
nism; and the fact that the majority of the Jews of Palestine come originslly
from Russiz does not in any way intimately associate them with the policies of
Stalin; that it is conceivable that if the Jewish Netional Home is forsaken

by its British and American friemds, it would be compelled to engsge in a
gearch for other friends as a last resort.

However, it may well be stated cetegoricelly as a fact that there is = natural
spiritusl affinity between the Jewish Wationsl Home and America, and that
Palestine Les a genuine affection for the United States, as the Jews of Pal-
estine are ngtursl exponents of our democrstiec principles and the American way
of life, Therefore, American could meke Jewish Palestine a fortress of
friendship and an outpost of true Americanism by the pursuit of a positive
policy of friendship and encouragement.

The Senator requestel me to give him a memorandum on the guestions raised by
Ben-Horin, as he regarded it as a new =zngle woich could be utiliged in favor of
the Jewish National Home by causing American to realize the great value of
gsuch =n cutpost in the Near East for American interests.

I eall your attention to toe reply of Senator Erewster to Harper's magazine.
The conference was rather a lengthy one and I have endeavored to give you the
substance of the con¥ersation. I mizht add that Senater Brewster authoriged

me to cocnvey to you personally the facte stated by him relative to the opinions
of Gen. Hurley, end he was good enough to refer to you in most kindly terms.
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AMERICAL JEWISH CONFERENCE

VEMORANNIM
¥ ¥aroh 27, 1944

To All Delegates to the American Jowish Conference
From I. L. Kensn, Publis Relations Direator

SUBJECT: - Interim Committee Meeting, Marsh Z1

This brief summary of the highlighta of the Interim Committee meeting of
March 21s% in New York is for your informetion and is not indended for publicetion.

Present were 45 delegates and alternates of a membership of 54. ¥r. Henry
Monsky and Dr. Stephen 3. "ise were in the ehair. The meeting oponed with a rising
tribute to Dr. ¥ilse marlking his 70th birthday.

HZ0 = The administrative committee, reporting on conversations with organi-
gations not in the (onf'erence was euthorized to prooced on e proposal that the New
Zioniast Organization be given one place on the Interim Commititee and the right to
eppoint members on the eommissions with the condition that all referenses to the
NZO inslude the notation (Revisionist.)

AR EMERGENCY COWFERENCE - The committee disgussed the relationship of the
Conference to the War Emergoney Conferance which will ponwene in New York in iay
under the spondorship of the World Jowish Congress .and which will consider the views
on poat-war reconstruction held by Jewish delegations from other acountries. The
geo=chairmen were aubthorized to meke an amnounesrzent shortly.

COOPTIONS - Youth organizations were granted one place on the Interim
Committes. The searctary was instructed to convens thoir dolegates for the purpose
of designating one delegate and onc alternate; both may attond moetings but only
one vote may be cast.

FINANCES - Mre Sidnoy G+ Kusworm, co=-chairman of the Finanoo Committee,
reportod that local welfars funds and eommnities have, up to the present; accepted
quotas amounting to $45,900 to meet the Conferenes budget of #148,500. A campaign
to raisc $50,000 in low York is under way.

SECONWD SES5I0H = Tho Committec autherized the chair o appoint a committes
of five to maike recommendations on the next session of the Conference.

RESCUE - Dr. Nohum Goldmann of the Yerld Jewish Congress, who has Just
roturned from England, was invited to give an off'-tho-redord report of his im-
prossions.

Highlights - "The worst spprehensions we had are more than confivmed. . »
Of meore than three million Jews who wero in Poland, less than 200,00C were alive st
the end of Hovember. . .The number is loss todays « «Optimistio cstimatos place the
number of Jows in Franeo at 580,000 and 20,000 to 25,000 in Holland, the same
number in Belgium. « «Tho worst catastrophe is now befalling European Jowry with
the occcupation of Hungary, where thorc arc 800,000 Jows. . »
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"Possibilitios of roscuc oxist, hawo oxistod all the timo, Wut tho troublo
has boon that an omorgoney situation eould not bo dealt with by routine and rod
tape mothods. Our situation is a Tunkirk situation. %hon it takes throo months
to confirm the sonding of a boat to Istanbul, the opportunity for roseus no longor
oxists booausc tho Gestapo has loarncd about it. « +If the govermments will adopt
omorgoney mothoda, Jows can still be savod today. Outlots arc still open. . «Tho
governmonts in oxilo are awakoned to thoir obligations. . «The Amorican government
today 1s far ahcad of the British government. . .Tho ostablishmont of tho War
Rofugeo Board madc a doop lmprossion on all the govornmonts and othor govornments
will ostablish similar boards. . «»

"Whon the Conforcnec was oallod togothor wo all aoted on the notion that
thoroc will bo a war and then a peacc esonfeoronec and Amoricen Jowry will clcet a
delogation. Now thorc won't bo such a peaco conforonec. Thoro will be a piceo=-
meal poacc. It will last at loast from fivoe to ton yoars. Thoso who want to doal
with those probloms muat bo proparcd to doal with thom in a poriod of fiwvc to ten
yoars, dealing with twonty govormmonts. « «You will have to look forward for a
futurc of ycars and tromondous mashincry."

Rabbi Irving Miller, oxecoutive viec-chairman of tho Commission on Rossuc
and Mr. Horman Shulman roportod on aetivitios sinece the Jamary 25th moeting of
the Intorim Committoo:

Tho Nationmal Orthodox Conforoneo on Palostino and Rosouo, attonded by
dologatos all ovor tho sountry, pledged sooporation with the Conforcnso
on all phasos of rosouc work.

& Conforonec aido-momolirc robutting some of Assistant Scerotary of Stato
Brockinridge Long's statements on immigration was printod in the
Congrossional Rooord nnd widoly distributod.

Tho National Committoo Against Hazi Extormination and Porsooution of tho
Jows haod smnouncod its formation and tho Rosowo Commission has boon in
alosce sontact with it.

At its last mooting, the Interim Commlttoo gave the Roscuo Commission
aubonomy in tho conduct of its affairs and authority to scourc thc co=-
operation of non-affilinted organizetions in tho formulation of common
plans for roscucs Tho negotintions hove thus far failed to produco tho
deosirod rosult,

Thoe Rosouc Commission hns boon in froguont communication with tho War
Rofugeo Board, submitting a formal memorandum and transmitting speooifie
proposals originating abroad. Tho Cenforcneoo strongly urged that unloss
publis funds woroe awvailable, maosh of tho purpeso of tho Board would bo
vitiatod and that in gonoral “tho principlo must not bo ostablished that
tho saving of Jows must dopond on whother Jows havo tho monoy with which
to save thom." Among othor propeosals, tho momorandum urged romewal of
warnings to the people of Gormany and tho satallito countrios.

Rabbi Millor proposcod an appeal to the Prosidont in connocotlion with tho Nazi
cocupation of Hungary, and it was egrced that roepresontations be mado at oneo
(without publiecity) to tho govermmoent.

Tho Prosidont's statomont of warning to the Nazis and his appeal for
assistancc to Jowish refugecs was issuod on March 24. A statoment of approceiation
and o ploa for unitod action by all Jowish organizations was issued by the eo-
chairmen of the Intorim Committec.



- -

Thoe Ceonforoneo stotomont follows:

“The peoupation of tho Ralkun sountrios Igoihu Nupis oonstitutos o turning
point in tho opochal task of roseulng Jows thruntonod with oxtorminntion at Hosi

hands qnd/the Ameriean Jowish 'Corforonec woleomis with a doop sonsoe of gratitudc

Prosidont Roosovelt's rocognition of the gront dongor and his prompt astion.

"The Prosidont's worning that all porsons who sharc tho guilt for erimus
apainst the rofugees shall sharc the punishmont will bo offeetivo to duter the liazi
hangmon. His appeal to tho population within Gormony itsolf to hide Juws from
thoir oxcoutioners and to assist thom in cseaping and his appeal to counbrics o
opon thoir doors to Juwish rofugccs ore heartoning asssurancu of a dvtormination to
earry out horoie moasurcs which must be takon if tho rosoue work of the VWar Rofugeo
Board is to bo effoetive. ‘

"The situntion imposcs a rosponsibility oin all Juwish agoneics toiunito and
wo appoal bo nll Jowlish orgnnizations, ineluding thosc not affiliectod with tho
Conforonee, to moot tho ehnllongo eoronted by tho lozi invasion of the Bolkans and
to uni?c on o eommen program of netion to assist and eocoporato with the War Rofugie
Boaré.'

POST-ILR - Miss Janc Evans roportcd that two sub-gommittocs had beon formoed
by thc Post-liar Commission: one honded by Rabbl Joshun Trachtonborg which is
proparing drafts and o program of aotion in commecetlon with the lognl and politieal
abatus of the Jows in yost-war Burcpe, and the othor, hoaded by hersclf, which is
proparing o momorandum for submission to UNRRA.

PALESTINE COMEISSION -~ Tr. fbba ‘Hillel 8ilvor roportod that tho Conforonoc
hod cooporatod netivoly in backing up the Congrossiomal roisolutions. It hnd oallod
on nll dologatos and constituont bodics to commmisate to Congrossmon and tho
Exooutivo. Tho Conforoneo addrossod appocls to all ‘Gongrussmun and all major
dnily ncwspapors onclosing the toxt of tho Pnlisting rodolution adoptod by the
Conforconoc and urging support...Tho po#ition of the Couforonsu wns proscnted ot
tho Congrossional hoarings by Ir. Silver; Pr: Isracl Goldstein, Dr. Jamcs G. ifeller
and Mr. Louis Lipsky.

Roporting on tho dtatus of the rosclutions, Dr. 3ilvor said thot the roso-
lutidns would have Eoon votod ovorwholmingly but for tha intervontion of the
militery (whish roisod objootions not to the morits of the rosclutions but to aotion
at this timo,) "but my om fooling is that cvon though doforred, the rosolutions
will be actod on soonor or lator.”

Annlyzing tho Prosidont's statomont, Pr. Silvor pointcd out that it wos tho
first time in fivo yuars, sineco the Yhitc Poyor wns cnnounced, that any of ficinl
of our govermmont had statod that tho Amorican goyermmont has nover been in fover
of the White Paper. "It is dofinitoly m grotifying step forwprd toword our
ultimatc cbjcative," ho said,

Tho Intorim Commitico adeptod a statomont on the Congrossional rosolutiouns,
submitted by thoe Palostinge Commission. It was rond that ovening at a Madison Sguaro
Gardon mass meoting and over the radlc. L ccpy of the stnbtomont is onolosod.
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Comraunity Relations
Advisory Council For Member Agencies

No. El

March 27, 1944

The National Community Relations Advisory Council, establighed as & result
of the resolution unenimously sdopted at the Pittsburgh Genersl Assembly, held
its first meeting in New York City, March 18, 19, and 20, The new body formally
orgenized, adopted By-Llaws, elected its officers end executive committes, and

considered major problems of enti-S8emitism of ooncern to the local communities end
national sgencies,

All of the four national organizations end 14 locel communities invited to
esfiliate with the new body, voted to do so., All were represented st the first
moeting. In addition to the officers who wers offioial delogates, staff members of
of netional mgencies were present te disouss specialized aspects of the various
problems.

Program,

Among the problems considered were politicel anti-Semitism, reletionships
with~other religious grovs, labor and industry. An attempt was made to analyze
the locel and national aspeocts of esch problem, to consider what is now being done
to meet it, and to analyze what geps exist and where thers might be overlepping,
duplication, end working at cross=purposes,

The disoussion rovesled thet in some aspects two or more orgenizations were
attempting to meet the same situation, sometimes making similar plans apparently
without Imowledge of what the other was doing and without prior consultation.
Revealed malso, in some instences, wvas duplicating activity and contradictory
action, which have been the ceuse of soms open differences among the groups in
the past, Despite the frank expression of these differences, all discussions
ware marked by s spirit of ocordiality and harmony.

The meeting resulted in unanimous sgreement thet clearsnce and joint planning
should be instituted with regard to several of the specific probloms considered.
This clesrance snd plenning would involve both the nationel and local agenocles.

It was felt thet in some instences it might be well to have more than one spproach
and one technique used, but that even in such cases it would ba well to have
joint clearasnce and planning so that such apparent divergence would be part of e
coordinsted program, with one technique supplementing the other rather than
counteracting it.

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS
NATIONAL OFFICE: 165 WEST 46th STREET - NEW YORK CITY
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The new Couneil, therefore, unenimously authorized the executive committes
to set up several committees to undertake at once this joint planning and
clearance,

Ufficers and Executive Committee.

To serve as its first chairman the Advisory Council elected Edgar J, Kauf-
mann of Pittsburgh, long setive in the effort to bring about coordination in
commmity relations work, Jerome Rothschild, Chairmesn of the Philadelphis Anti-
Defemation Council, was ohosen Secretary-Treasurer, The Exeoutive Committee will
consist of the officers snd Joseph M. Froskeauer, President of the American Jewish
Committee; Dr. Stephen 5. ‘lise, Fresident of the Amerlicaen Jewish Congress; Henry
Monsky, President of the B'mai B'rith; Adolph Held, Chairman of the Jewish Labor
Committee ; Sidne; Hollsnder, Baltimore; Philmore J. Haber, Cleveland; Msurice B.
Pagan, Philedelphia; and Robert Segal, Cincinnati. Alternetes were also desig-
nateds lir. Haber, Co-Chairmsn of the Orgenizing Committes satablished at Pitts-
burgh, served as Temporary Chairmen cver the sessions.

The “xecutive Committee met immediately sfter the close of the sessions to
undertake the mctive work of the Council, Preliminery consideration was given to
questions of membership, establishment of clearance committees, finance, office and
professional staff. These matters will be given further attention at the next
meeting of the Zxecutive Committee, It is expected thet the sgency will be fi-
nanced temporarily by advances from the four national egencies until s permenent
basis of financing is developed and adopted.

Structure.,

a By-Laws were deliberately designed to make the structure of the new
Council as simple and ss flexible ms possible. It was thought best to provide
machinery only to formalize the structurs of the new agency and to make possible
such action as is deemed necessary in dealing with concrete problems. (A copy
of the By-Laws is attached).

The committes on structure which drafted end presented the By-Laws to the
Council for sdoption consisted of! Bernard B, Kopkind, Yew Hawven, Chairmsn;
Iseac Frank, Detroit; Zdgar J. Keufmenn, Fittsburghj Jerome Rothschild, Phila-
delphia; Leon Sachs, Baltimore; David Sher, Americen Jewish Committee; Maurice
Bisgyer, B'nal B'rith Anti-Tofemation League; Rabbi Irving *iller, Americsn Jew-
ish Congress; end Isiah Hinkoff, Jewish Labor Committes.

Memberships

_Tﬁﬁﬂﬁnlutinn edopted at Pittsburgh contemplated that there would be sddi-
tional membership beyond the 14 communities and four national sgencies originally
invited to affiliete. The four national agencies ares American Jewish Committes,
tmerican Jewi sh Congress, B'mei B'rith Anti-Defamation League and Jewish Labor
Committees The 14 communities includet Boston, Philadelphia, Beltimore,
Brooklyn, Fittsburgh, Cleveland, “incinnati, Detroit, St. Louis, Milweukee, In-
dianapolis, Mirnesota, Los #ngeles end Sen Francisco. The communities are those
wliose professional executives have bsen members of the Commmity Relations Con-
farencs, an informal group esteblished in 1940 for purposes of cooperation and
exchange of information.

It was recognized at Fittsburgh that there was no particular pattern in that
ropresentation end that some ereas are not now represented, among them the South-
sast, Southwest and fgeifie=Northwest, At their recent confbrunegu, the South-
sustern States and Southwestern States Reglons of the Council of “ewlsh Federa-
tions snd Telfere Funds took oognizence of this fact by sdopting resclutions
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which officially celled the attention of the new Advisory Council to their o=
mission, requested that the communities in théir regions be granted represen-
tation, and that their regional organizations be consulted in the process of
granting such membership, so that the representatives chosen would most adequstely
bring to the “ounocil the meeds, problems and experisnces of those areas. In-

dividual communities which have mode application for membsrship include Omaha,
and Kansas City,

The problem of moting on additional membership is complicated by the fact
thet communities already affilisted have been included on the sole basis of the
previous association of the local professional with the CRCs The loeal members
have no single pattern of community orgenization for civie-protective work, al-
though all are characterized by having commumnit de agencies which represent
and act for a cross-section of the community. present local delegates repre-
sent eomminity couneils in which the executive director gives part-time to civie-
protective work; community councils and federstions which have committees or
departments for oivice-protective work, with additionsl full-time or part-time
professional direction for these departments; special central community agencies
established for the sole purpose of conducting ocivic-protective work; and one
state-wide organization, BSeverel communities not now members have similar or
the same types of organization,

Questions of additional membarship will also involve other national
sgencies. An application elready has been received from the Jewish "ar Vet-
erans.

The By-Laws provide that the executive committee shall recelve and review
membership applicetions end make recommendetions to the full Council which shall
sect upon them,

Relation to General Jawish cnunuil.‘

e formation of t sory Youncil reises the g estion as to the future
existence of the General Jewish Council, which has been more or less inactive
during the past few ysars, Thile leadsrs of the Gensral Jewish “ouncil stated
informally that upon initistion of activity by the new body, the (enmeral Jewish
Council would go cut of existence., No official amnouncemmnt concerning its
status has yet bean mada,

Relationship to the Council of Jewish Federation and Telfare Funds,

s Organizing Committas Set up by the Board of the CUFNF st Pittsburgh,
was given the speolifiec responsibility of securing the membership of the netional
and locel agencies originally invited to partioipete by virtue of the resolution
udopted by the Assembly and to arrangs for the first meeting. Its responsi-
bility wes to cease affap the first session, The committes carried out this
charge, sscuring a 100 per cent response as noted above, end developed &n agends
on the basis of problems suggested by the locsl snd national agencies for dis-
oussion, The committee's responsibility for the new egenoy has therofore cessed.
Its membership ineluded Ur. Kaufmann, end “r. tha‘r, Co=Chairmen; Sidney Hol-
lender, Maurice Fagen, “ernard Xopkind and Dwvid "etchmaker, Irs Younker served
as an slternste for lr, Wmtohmeker at the final meeting of the committee.

The steff and office responsibility of the CJFWF also cessed when the new
body officimlly organizeds. Fhilip Sernstein of the CJFF staff served as tem-
porary Secretary for the Orgenlzing Committee snd for the first meetings The
NCRAC is now an independent organizations
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The Board of Directors of the CJF'F however, will probaebly continue to meintein
the same general interest in this field of Jewish work es in others,

lext Steps.

The meetings on .arch 18, 19, and 20 thus lsunched the beginning of the pro-
gram which the member agencies of the Council heve besn seeking during the past
several vears. It should be noted thet the scope of the new Advisory Council is
limited to poliey meking,end specifically excludes jurisdiction over the structure
end fund-raising of the national agencies, The first meseting resulted in a gen-
erally favorable resction, echieving more than meny of the delegetes expscted st
the initiel sessions.

‘ith the fremework now set up, the new body has before it the tesks of
f111ing out 1ts membership developing its contact vi th ell perts of the country,
establishing &n office, employing a stafl, working out e plan for finencial sup-
port, end underteling the concrete asctivitles of cleerance, joint planning and
nolicy meking in combatting enti=Semitism in #merica.

It is expeoted that the Executive Committee will meet within e month end
thet the sAdvisory “ouncil will meet within 90 days.
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REPCRT OF CONVERSATION WITH MR, ABRAHAM FORTAS, Department of
Interior, Washington, D. C, Lunch, March 30, 1944 " U.S-
: 4 >
Present: Mr, Fortae, ¥r, Loule Bean, Dr, Josef Cohn and DP, ;uR}U-_
Goldmann, ‘ & QE
Dr. Goldmann reported on the Palestine situetion as Oy

he had found 1t in London, He eaid that the Zioniste were very
much worrlied by the complicatlion caused by the new oil interest
involved in it, Dr. Welzmann and cothers feel that se leng as
there 1g no agreement reached between the Unlted States and
England, Ibn Saud will be in a position to blackmail and to
play one off againet the other using Palegtine as a card in

the game, whereae if g united front were establieshed by both

of them such blackmalling methods could not be used,

Dr, Goldmann sald he was interested to know whether
Falestine wag dlescussed in thie connestion and hle opinion on
what bearing the oll business had on the American attitude
concerning Jewleh Palestine,

Mr, Fortas sald he would talk frankly, but asked me
to regard hles information ae strictly confidential, He spoke
of the alfflculties they were meeting in carryfng through the
scheme, He is not at all sure that Congress will agree to 1t,
He knew all about the campsign which the Standard 0il Company
of New Jersey wase arganlzin% agalnst it, and advliged Dr, Gold-
mann to see the Presldent of the Standard 01l of Cglifornia,

Mr, Fortas sald that, as far as he knew, Palestine
was never discussed in the negofliations with Saudil Arabla,
He fully agreed with the Zionist point of view that unless an
agreement 1s reached with Great Britaln, Palestine may be en-
dangered by the blackmalling power of Ibn Saud, The United
States has not yet discuseed the matter with the Britiesh; they
have not even officlally informed them of thelr negotiations
with Ibm Saud, But, as the declsion 1s te bulld the pipe lines
to Haifa, with big refineries there, etc,, 1t 1s clear that they
cannot start to implement the project before an agreement with
Britaln is reached,

Mp, Fortas belleves that Jewlsh Palestine would
benefit enormously from such s scheme for two reasons: the
agreement would leave Irag and Iran oll to the British and
Saudi Arablan oil to the Americans, This would mean that the
British would clear out of Saudl Arabla, which 1s financlally
supportédsby the British 100%. Once Ibn Saud was financially
and politically dependent on the United States, America could
influence him in his attitude toward Palestine, RElestine
itself would benefit greatly from the pipe lines and the re-
fineries, where Jewleh skilled labor could be used, etc, rMr,
Fortas does not belleve that the Zionists have any reason to
fight the echeme, Senator Maloney had told him that he was
receiving hundreds of letters from Jews protesting the scheme
and the revisionists have published advertlsements lmplylng
that Jewlsh Palestine will be betPayed because of oil, He
even thought that Dr, Wlse had somewhere made a slmilar state-
ment,
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Mr, Fortas recommended that the Zionlsts pursue a
"walt and see" policy, trying to prevent the Palestine problem
from being tled up with ell, but not yet committing itself to
a hoetlle attitude on the scheme,

From the point of view of this country, he belleves
that the project isg necegsary, It may be that in a few years
new methode will be found which will make Arsbian oll un-
necessary; tocday, however, geologzlsts belleve that Amerilca
needs these vast oll reserves, The begt experts believe that
within five or ten years the center of the world's oll pro-
duction will shift from the Carribean to the Middle East and
Palestine will become the industrlal center for thie develop-
ment,

Dr, Goldmann told Mr, Fortas of Col. Hoskiné mission
to Ibn Saud, Ph#lby's plan, etc, He asked Dr, Goldmann to send
him 2 copy of the memorandum to HM and one to Mr, Bean, so that
he would know the background of Ibn Saud's attitude in case
Paleetine should come up again,

Mr, Fortas who was very friendly and interested in
the Zionlst cause asked Dr, Goldmann to keep him informed
end gald he would do likewlge,

The talk lasted for two hours.
NG

Washington, D.C,
April 3, 1944



United Palestine Appeal
4] East 42nd Street
New York City

HOTE ON A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT'S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD
WASHINGTON BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D. C.

MARCH 90, 1944 at 11:30 A, M,

PRESENT: Charles P, Taft, Acting Chairman of the President's War Relief
Control Eoard; Charles Warren, Member; James Brunot, Executive
Director; Judson C. Dickerman, Consultant; C. C. Bookman, Con-—
sultant.

For the United Palestine Appeal: Rebbl James G. Heller, Louis
Lipsky, Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Henry Montor,

The committee representing the United Palestine Appeal met with the
President's Wer Relief Control Board as a result of the decision of the Adminis-
trative Committee of the UPA on March 16th to coneult wlth the Beard as to the
effect of its Order #9205 on the UPA, That order required the severance of pol-
itical and propaganda mctivities from relief fund-raising bodies, The UPA had
discussed the effect of this order in relation to the fact that up to $250,000
each was voted to the American Zionist Emergency Council by the Keren Hayesod
and Keren Keyemeth which receive their funde from the UPA,

Mr, Taft opened the meeting by giving the background as to why the
Board had issued its ruling #9205, There were many organizations in the field,
including a mumber in the National War Fund, which, although raising funds osten=
sibly for relief purposes, were using a large part of their money for propaganda
and politicel purposes. The fact that money wans being used in that way was prob-
ably not understood by the genersl contributing publie. He mentioned particularly
such organizations as the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and China Helief,
Eg Board had to be uniform in the application of this rule to all organizations
ke.

Rabbi Heller expressed the hope that the Board would regard the activ-
ities of the UPA as in a different category than the other organizations to which
Mr, Taft referred. He described the nature of the Heren Hayesod and Keren Kayemcth,
which are long-range bodies which have carried on their activities, in the one case
since 1921, and, in the other, since 1898, None of these, including the Mizrachi
Palestine Fund - a beneficinry of the UPA to the extent of $250,000 - is in any
gense & "war" fund. From the very beginning the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth
had conducted a political or rather a public relations program on the ground thet
the building up of public sentiment favorable to Palestine was an importent ad-
Junct to the fund-raising progran itself and to the future possibilities of build-
ing the Jewish National Home. The UPA could not be described as only a "relief®
organization; and in that vay differed completely from the other organizations
which the War Relief Control Board had in mind when the order was issued.

Mr, Taft said that the Beoard had to toke note of the fact that from
funds of the UPA an activity was being carried on by the American Zionist Emer—
gency Counoil which involved, for example, public pressure on Congress,
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Mr, Taft made special reference to the Resolution on Palestine now before Congress
in which the American Zionist EZmergenc) Council is deeply interested, The Board
is faced with the problen arising out of the fact that an amount of $500,000 is
provided out of UPA funds for such work without any advertising of this faect, when
the public assumes generally that the funds raised for the UPA are all for(relief
purposes, The very name of the United Palestine Appeal, he said, irplies that it
is distinetly E:fﬁ;f%?}fhn&—!uiuing agency.,

Mr, Bookman inguired whether there would be any difficulty in having a
line in all the nmaterial iseued by the UPA to indicate that the amcunt of $500,000
was going to the American Zionist Emergency Counecil,

Rabbi Heller said that he saw no difficulty about that., He asked if it

'would gatisfy the War Relief Control Board if the TUPA would indicate in its budget-

ary statements to the country that $500,000 is used for the needs of the American
Zionist Emergency Council.

Mr, Taft cbserved that another question was alsoc involved: that is, the
deductibility of gifts to the United Jewigh Appeal in vhich the UPA is included,
The tax exemption of these contributions would be imperilled, since funds contrib-
uted for political activity are debarred from exemption. He suggested that the
UFA counsel ought to review that aspect of the situation.

Judge Rosenblatt explained how the Jewish Agency operates its public
relations program in Palestine. He emphasized that funds raised by the UPA and
sent to Palestine are used by the Jewish Ageney in Palestine for work similar to
that undertaken here. He gave ns an illustrstion the contact between the Jewish
Agency mnd the High Commissioner in making representations sbout immigration and
cther matters. This type of activity has been conducted with UPA funds for a
very long time,

Mr, Warren said that the War Relief Control Board is not concerned as
a legel body with the deductibility aspect of the question. It was merely calling
it to the attention of the UPA for its consideration,

Rabbi Heller said that if the Board were to adhere to its originsl
decision with respect to the elimination by the TUPA of the grant to the Emergency
Council, it would mean another campaign, If that could be avolded, it would be
desirable,

Mr, Montor amplified the discussion of the tasks undertaken by the UPA
agencies, Their activities were net created by the war and preceded it by many
years; nor could all of the activities or even moat of the activitiea of the UPA
agencies by regarded as of a relief nature, There was a complete program which
took into account every aspect of-the upbuilding of the country.

Mr, Taft said that the members of the Board were aware of the fact that
the UFA agencies were not born out of the war, But the fact remains that, insofer

4as the public is concerned, there is no distinction between the varlous purpeses,
“ The general impression is that the UPA funds are raised exclusively for relief

purposes, The Board, Mr. Taft continued, could not say to the Joint Anti-Fascist
Hefugee Cormittee that "You cannot use your funds, raised ostensibly for relief
purposes, for political activity" without being faced with the danger of having
the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee come to the Board and say: "You have

~barred our use of such funds for political work, but you have permitted the United

Palestine Appeal to do the very same thing,"
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Following a discussion elong sinilar lines, Mr, Taft said that the Board
wvants a very clear definition of the politicel work being financed with funds of
the UPA, Such a definition should be provided in a description ef the total pro—
gran of the UPA with special reference to the exact activities of the American
Zionist Emergency Council, The War Eelief Control Board, Mr. Taft stated, would
like to see such a statement drawn up by the UPA end submitted to it first. That
gtatenent should then be sent out to every welfare fund in the country and to
every cormrmnity raising funds for the UPA, in which it would be stated that up to
$500,000 is being made available to the Anerican Zionist Emergency Council out of
UPA funds, Alsoc reference to thie fact should be contained in all future literature
issued by the UPA, The Board, in addjtion te wanting to see a copy of the state-
ment before it is issued, would also like to have a statenent on how the UPA plans
to proceed in distributing this statement, The welfare funds and other commmnities
should also be asked to pass on the information about this work to the contributors.

¥r, Bookoan nade further reference to the attitude of the Treasury
Departunent on the subject of deductibility. Some indication would have to be
glven as to how much is involved in the expenditure for political work.

Mr. Warren observed that it is not wise to "poke a sleeping dog".

Mr., Linsky defined the work of the American Zionist Emergency Council
and stated that it consists of gemulnely educational propaganda and not merely of
pulitical propagnnda. as that term is commonly understood. The work of the Emer-
gency Council is closely related to the education of the American public as to the
needs in Palestine,

The meeting terminated at 12:00 Noon,
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY QOUNOIL

STATEMENT OF INOOME AND CASH BALANCE

October 15, 1947 to March 31, 1944
Oash on hand, October 15, 1943 $ 26,216.34

Income Oct. 15, 1947 to Mareh 31, 1944

Keren Hayesod 135, 375.00
Keren Kayemeth 111,250.00
272,841, 34
Expenditures, Oct.15,1943 to Mar.31,1944 219,863.83
Cash on hand, Marech 31, 1944 5 2 «51
Qash in Bank 46,377.51
retty Cash on hand 00.00
Travel Revolving Fund 500.00
Revolving Fund Washington Office 1,000,00
A, F. 0. Bank Account 5.000.00

$ £2,977.51

201944



AMERTCAN ZIONTST SMERGHENCY COUNCIL

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND CASH BALANCE

As of March 31, 1944

Cash on hand, March 1, 1944 & 99,364,76
Income--Keren Hayesod, March 164375.00

115,739.76
Zxpenditures, March 1944 62,762.25
Jash on hand, March 31, 1944 ¢ _52,977.51
Cash in Bank : 46,877.51
Petty Cash on hand 100.00
Travel HRevolving Fund £00. 00
Revolving Fund Washington Office 1,000,00
A. P. C. Bank Account 5,000,00

é 52,977,501

Expenditures for five and one-helf month period § 219,863.83
Average monthly expenditures on besis of 5} month period 33,975, 24

Average yearly expenditures on basis of 5% month pericd 472,702,88



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNDIL

ADMINISTRAT IVE
Fayroll
Travel, per diem, transportation
Equipment
Rent
Printing,stationery & supplies
Insurance
Fostage
Cables, telephone & telegraph
Funetions,dinners & meetinge
Washington Office
Audit

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT
Payroll

FHESS DEPARTMEET
Payroll
Films, special studies

PUSLICATIONS DEFPARTMEIT
Payroll

Literature
Printipz
Fhotographs

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
Payroll

HESEARCH DEPARTMENT

Fayroll
Materials, special studies

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEER

Payroll
Spesicers fees & Ixpenses

ANALYSIS OF EXPLNDITURES

As of March 31, 1944

EXFEHEES
MARCH

7,791.53
4,512.24
127.71
1,823.37

355 04

112.00
1,793.13

2,581.72

4,270,25

1,203.43

1,919.58
337.56

708.76
2,508.45
523,98
109,41

4237.42

3,236.52
714,34

3,061 .47
1,270,18

EYFRISES Oet.
15 to Har. 31

30,013.97
16,343,653

oo
FERESE
2

SEaRENR

W0 =] =
thw D

4,740,085

8,061,333
20,814.08

1,983,786
8,931.35
3,341.89

173,07

8, 291.656

8, 365,25
3,290, 33

11,876.86
5,670.70

PEREELIBaNE

BUDGET

10/15/43 to

10/15/44

-
o
(=13
(=2}
.

.

8888318

-

-
L]

28833888888

-
w

=]
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18,928,00
25,000.,00

5, 200,00
15,000.00
25,000.00

5,000,00

UWEXPENDED
BALANCE

25,852.03
8, 656,47
2,838.85
3,828.78
2. 394.21
1,210,860

13,727.66
11,894, 38

20,207.54

33,10
1,000,00

5,139.95

10,866.67
4,185.92

16,754.75
13,709,867

22,623.14
14;429.30



COMMITTEE OF CHHISTIAN CLERGY

Peyroll
Materiels
Grant

COMMITTEE OF SPECIAL SERVICES & EVENTS

Payroll

Radin 1)
Religious Conference
Economic Studies
Zionist Youth Action
Adverticements
Palecor

1)

Madison Souare Berden Meeting 1)

Harmugeript Service

COMMITTEE ON INTELLECTUAL MOBILIZATION

Payroll

CONTACTS WITH ALLIED FOST WAR GROUPS

*Budget overdrawn

1) Charged to Budget for Radio.

$

e

EXFENSES EAPENSES Det.

MARCH 15 to Mar, 31
410,79 1,432.12
355,79 1, 397,43
3,000,00
1,560.16 5,808,16
1,31.30 5,624,92
64,60
99,00 99,00
394,80 394,80
5,500.00 5, 500,00
12,741, 32 12,741,352
672.66

62, 762. 25

219, 863,83

m’m%

BUDGET UNEXPENDED
10/15/43 to BATAICE
10/15/44 T —
11, 296,00 9,863.88
lﬁ'mﬂ-m 3;5()3- 5?
2, 500,00 500,00
7,080,00 7,080,00
25,000,00 5,232,.80
50,000,00 50,000.00
5,060,00 4,387,534
1,112.00 1,112,00
EDQEEBE.ﬂG 289, 518,17




AMZRTICAN QEQEEET EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Commitments April 1, 1944-0ct. 15, 1944

Hugene Kelly 1,000,00

Rent-4/1-10/15/44 7,583, 36

Leo Sack 3,250,00

Jewish Agency, MHoving expenses 750,00

Auditor 1,000,00

Marvin Lowenthal 500,00

bdidressograph 360. 30

Special services 2,500,000

" " 2,500.00

Madison Square Garden meeting 4, 500,00

A. F. C. Conference 5,000,00 28,943.86

PAVAOIL--April 1 to Oct., 15, 1944
Shoshana Agamit 1,120 Bulamith Behwartz 1,960,
Lillien Benjesmin 1,280, Blanche Shepard 1,400,
Sydel Bogal T00. Harcld Manson 2,800,
Leah Cohen 1,120, Harry L, Shapiro 4,846.94
Buth Hpstein 280. Benjamin Shwadron 1,400,
flehnur Derdick 700, Hans Lamm 1,960,
Kinereth Dushkin 280. Adolph Hubbard 2,380,
Badie Gottlieb 588, Harry Steinberg 1,960.
Clara Salkind 7704 Naomi Borowsky 1,400,
Lilian Mond 1,120, Stephanie S8ilverman 1,120,
Bertha Pollack 1,260, Aose Davie T700.
Roselyn Pauker 340, Bernard Neinryb 1,400,
Uarjorie Landemark g44, Norma Xnoblock 1,625,
Rose Shepatin 1,400, Abram Megida 3, 500.
Muriel Nerenberg 980, Judith Abrahams TO0.
Leeh Dorfman 840, Sylvia Rublin 980,
Belma Hyman 280. Stephanie Baer 700,
Eva Rosenfeld 700. Irene Richman 1,120,
Leura Finkelstein 980, I, B. Berkson 4,846,
Juliusg Miller 840, Ehirley Siegel 280.
Estelle 51ilbergleit 700, Cyvia Kaufman 280.
Ahoda Tendler 770. Ida Rolodney 644,
Belle Strauss 1,120, L. Friedman 840,
Joy Turover 1,120 Sara Seidlin 1,120
Terry Wolf 840, Bernard Miller 644,
Dora Ente 1,120, Robert Friedman 320,
Beatrice Cohen 2,100, Miriem “ev 588.
Elizabeth Bing 1,120. Harriet Pierce 980,

fEesther Goldbarg 1,120, Ruth Eershman 980,
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Henrietta Herman 1,120,
Leon I. Feuer 4,846.24
Arnold K. Isreeli 2, 520,00
Arthur Lourie 4,307.80
loseh Perlman 1,120,
Florence Kanlan 672,
Elsie Klein 1,120,

TOTAL PAYROLL

TOTAL COMMITMENTS

Ruth Neibloom
Bertha Isaacs

Syma Gerchik
8ylvia Kopelman
May Goldberg
Esphere Schachtman
Leonard Miller

May Goldman

700.
BEGI
280.
840.

1,260,
734,
320,

B840,

§ 96,795.52

8 125,739, 38




./ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
b
- 342 MABISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. |

'y HAPOEL HAMTZRACHI OF AMMEICA
: > 11353 Broadway
New York 10, M. Y.
WAtkins 9-575

March 31,
Dr. Abba #illel Silver, Chairman
hmerican Zionist Emergency Council N
34c Madieon Aveme Z

¥ew York, H. Y.

Dear Dr. Silver:

s occasions

pilttes to give it
gpbred and Hapoel Hamiz-
pendent of the

Fttee has been reorganized
the Emergency Councll, we
hope that our request will
Isyr Israel ani Zion we may

Hapoel Hamizrachl of America bés
requested the erstwhile Zionist Tdeybe
representation théreon. The reg
racni continued its politiecal 8§
Emergency Committee. Now, that W

be granted so that in jet® ncial day
have united Zionist pflLjetTal™mgid

5 Al with the role of Hapoel Hamiz-

racni in Eretz Ierge] ana in the Zjopist movement. Hapoel Hamizrachi,
: r movement is an independent or-

ganization, which miiM ainn sep:-: t institutions and activities

of America has branches in most of the large
oughout the country. It has been actively

of vy Zionist endeavor since its inception in this

) rpirs ago., It has a fine youth organization and

publishes T4 n monthly, the Jewish Horizom. It is recognized by,
and represented in, the American Jewish Congress, the World Jewish
Congress, it has participated in the American Jewish Conference and
is represented in its Interim Committee. We consider it most im=
portant that Hapoel Hamizrachi of America be a full-fledged member
of the Emergency Council during this crucial period for Zionism so
that it should be fully informed of, and thus be enabled to parti=-
cipate in, the political decisions and activities of the Zionist
movament.



k AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AYENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

HAPOLL HAMIZRACHI OF AMERICA

The present situation calls for the active cooperat
all Zioniste and the existence of en enlizghtened renk-and
Zionl st membership. Hapoel Hamizrachi, however, is in no
to give dirsctlv&a for political action in co i

S e

from aecondary gources and aften in distz -
therefore, obliged to conduct whatever Ack aemg advisable to
us without regard to the actions and Hglficiss the Emergency

Council.

s 2 movement based

We wish to repeat:; Hapoe A
Ewish and Zionist

upon a specific ideclogy and apphqad

problems, and it therefeore requests represented, with

voting rights, on the lmeriuan Zionie Bwergency Council. Other-
| wise, the Council hss no o elaim t it speaks in the
neme of all Zionist p=

We trust your ge
this matter your im

| With Zion's grde
Sincerely yours,

HAPOEL HAMIZEACHI OF AMEHICA

Dr. Simon Federbusch, Pres.

ed
4/4/44



AMERICAMN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
.- 342 MADISON AVEMUE, MEW YORK 17, M. Y.

Aoril 4, 1944,

Dr. Bimon Federbusch, Presicdent
Hapoel Hamiszrachi of Amerieca
1133 Broadway

New York 10, New York

Deer Dr. Federbusch:

has been received end it will be
Committee at ite next meeting ro
therein may be taken up.

Cordinlly yours,

Jarry L. Shapire
Director

HLS :HBI

; o




Draft reply to "Arizoma Star”.

The amalysis in your letter of March 28th of the differences
betveen the 1922 Palestine Resolution and the Wegner-Taft Resolu=
tion is interesting. Put on a eareful reading I ntill suggent
that those differences are more superficial than real.

The 1922 Resolution repeated practicelly unchanged the word=
ing of the Balfour Declaration in which the Eritish Government
etated ®that 4t viewed with favor the establishment of a National
Home for the Jewish pecple...it belng clearly understoed that noth-
ingz shall be dome which may prejudice the civil and religious righte
of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine...”

Both Mr. Lloyd George, (sae Palettine Royal Commission Report
1937, page 24) who was the British Prime Minister &t the time, and
Presldent Wilson indiecated that what was meant dy this Declaration
wag that the Jews were to be given the opportunity to build in Pal-
estine a Jewish Commomwesalth. Preeident Wilson put it 2s followe
when he stated on March 3, 1919, "that the Allled Nations with the
fullest concurrence of cur own Governmeat and people are agreed that
in Pale=ztine shall be laid the foundaticns of a Jewleh mglﬁ-'
Among others who spoke or wrote in similer terms were Gemeral Smuts,
who had been a2 member of the Imperial ¥War Cabinet when the Declara=
tion was published, Lord Robert Ceeil, Sir Herbert Samuel, and ir.
"insten Churchill.

The Wagner-Taft Resolution seeks to make axplicit what wae thus
Aintended. It does mot propose something mew, but 1t does seek to
give expreseion to the underlyins rurposes of the Balfour Declaration.
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The exrlanation of why there was no specific reference to the
Jewish Commomwealth in the Balfeur Declaration was indicated by

the Palestine Hoyal Commission when it stated that the British
Government could mot promise that the National Home would decome

a Jewieh State for that would depend mainly on the zeal and enter=
prise of the Jews themselves. But that they should be given the
opportunity to do so was clearly intended. It is hardly opem to
queation that the Jews have fulfilled their side of the bargain,
but the withdrawal on the part of the British Government repre—
sented by the Palestine White Paper, has made Recessary)Foaffirmes
tion in more explicit terms of the origlinal undertaking -- and that,
I sugzest, s vhat the Vagner-Taft Hesolution seeks to do.

You eak whether we are golng to force the Jews uoon unwilling
Arabs. Certainly it was never proposed that the entry of Jews into
Palestine and the development of the Natiomal Eome should be made
dependent on Arab consent. ] ihe Arsds in Palestine have bemefited,
and will continue to benafit greatly, as a result of the Natiomal
Home promise. Thelr "eivil and religious rights" bhave been and will
be safe-guarded. But these rights do not include the right to remain
& permanent mejority. Ferhaps the result 1s not ideal. But on bal-
ence the Aradbe 25 a people cannot complain that they have beem treated
unjustly. They were perhaps the greatest bdeneficiaries of the laet
war. Occupants of wast territories they entered that war as the
long=-oporessed subjecte of the Turkish Hmpire. As a result primarily
of the efforts of the Allies the wast territories occcuried by them
were freed, and today they enjoy, or are about to enjoy, independent
rule ia Trans-Jordan, Syria, the Lebdanon, Iraq, and Seudi-Arabla. In
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an effort to ameliorate the age=cld Jewish problem, "the little
notch" of Palestine, immemorially mssociated with the Jewish people,
waeg to be opened to Jewish immigration and to become aganin the Jew-
ish homeland. The special poeition of Palestine in this connection
vas understood and accepted by the primcipal Arad represemtative at
the Peacé Conference, the Emir Felsal. Obvlously to give the Jews
the right to immligrate into Palestine might imvolve an element of
compulaion so far as the existing pormlation is concerned, and the
use of the word "ehall® in the Wagner-Taft Hesolution does mot in-
troduce any new elememt in this respect. Hor was there any question
of that right being limited to Jewish "refugees”.

I think that there is more subetance in your remaining proint
that the Vagner-Teft Resolution goes somewhat further than the 1922
Hesolution whem it uses the phrase "shall use ite good offices and
take appropriate measures", instead of "favors”". At the same time
the 1922 Resolution was clearly intended as an expression of Ameri-
can opinion which provided a basis for govermmemt poligy. It iz to
be doubted if anything more iz intended by the 1944 Resclution. This
i= borme out in the discuseion ir the House Committee on this point,
when the author of the Besolution expreesed his readiness to omit the
words "sprropriate measures®, lest it be thought that anything more
be intended tham the making of dirlomatic representations in the
ordinary course in regard to an issue with which this country is legl-
timately comcerned.

4/20/44



TRANSJORDAN Mailed New Tork only via
¥ashingston

Gairo, (AP) = "We fear Jewish imperialisa.”

Thie flat, frenk stotement was made to me by Tewfik Pasha Abou
Hoda, Prime Mdinister of Transjordan, discussing the tenslon exist-
ing in Palestine with the expiry of the first flive-year torm of the
British White FPaper om March 31, 1944.

Tewfik Pasha 1s a daprer little man, custom-tallored from the
tasele of his dark red "tarboosh" to the points of his neat brown
shoes. Hiz hands and wrists are slender, his face fine-chieeled.

He has the brown syes und hank-llke nose of the Arablan aristocrat.
His conversationsl style 1s high flown and majestio without being
pompous. He is, in polnt of fuct, a very reetful percvonality, sitting
in the munshine-flooded sslon of his suilte at Shepheard's Hotel, with
his hande orossed on his kmees, hiz low voice and eslow, sad smile.

He doemn't really look az if he waas afraid of anyone. DBut he
says he is afraid of the Jews.

He ir an admirer of western culture, he says. He thinks highly
of the epirit of the United Natione. EHe is a devoted fan of Mr.
Hoosevelt, and the Atlantic Charter.... just as he was, he remarks
with his sad smile, of Mr. Wilson and his fourteen pointsee..

"But,” he went on, "we Arabe must make our viewpoint clear about
the Jewish question. I am very much afrald that the piople of Americe
are inclined to uee more heart than head in this matter. But 1 think
it was a testimonial to their sincerity with regard to the independ-
ence of mmall nations that the recent protests of the leaders of the
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Arad world at the discuseions snd resolutions of Congress om the
Palestine question were heeded.

"You see, the Jewish question is mot what it seems to be.
Please understand me vhen I say that we Arabs do not hate the Jews.

It would be absurd to say that we were anti-Semitiec. Ve are our-
selves Semites. The difference detween us is that we have bullt wp
our culture along a certain line and the Jews on another.

“The Jevs make historical claims to a national home in Palestine.
Suddenly, after a thoussnd years and more, they discover the need for
s nationsl homel Yo Arabs sympathize with them in their hour of tor-
ment and persecution, and are az willing to help them as any other
decent people. But, after all, their claim that Palestine, our Pal-
estine, is thelr national home, 1o as ridioulous as would bde the claim
of Red Indlane to the lsnde of the United States."

Tewfik Pasha paused for a while to let this sink in. He then went
on, mmiling very politely, and made the point: "How would you like it
1f 100,000,000 Jers were wmuddely let loose in the United Gtates, Pro=
portionately it would be the same as what we are expected to put up
with == or at least some sections of the Jewish Zionist movemsnt would
like to see visited on us. Unrestricted lmmigration.....

"I kmow for a fact,” he stated flatly," that the Jews would not
be satisfied with must Palestine. That makes another good reason for
ue not desiring them. They have already made attempte to infiltrate
into my oountry, Tramsjordan. In the Lebanon and Syria, too, they
have made similar efforts. Fortunately, they have been discovered in
time.

"It is not a question of liking or disliking, sympathizing or not
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sympathizing with the Jews in their time of suffering. It is a question
of ensuring that our people, the Arad people, and our oculture, does not
perish.”

Tewfik Pasha has devoted the best part of his 49 years to sceing
the Arab culture does not perish. Born into the distinguished Pales=
tinian femily of El-Tagy el=Farculki, he was educated in Istandul. When
the last war broke ocut, he was studying law. A reserve officer, he
became & bright etar in the pro-iAllied movement headed by Emir Felsal.
After the war, on the firmation of the atate of Transjordan, he was
invited to asaist in the setting up of the leglslative machine. In
19356 he wae sent by his chief, the venerable Fmir Abdullah, to the Hedjas
to conclude a treaty of friedship and alliance.

Tewfik Pasha formed his first government under Abdullah in 1938.

In 1838 he went to Londom to represent his gcountry at the Round Table
Conference. He sucoeeded in obtaining for Transjordan soverdign status,
snd at the same time showed remarkable firmmness on the Palestine ques-
tion as well. He contends that the issue of Palestine is one which af-
fects the whole Arab world. In this he e at one with every other Arsb
leader who has ever uttered hie views on the Pan~irad movement and the
future of the Near East.

"Many mistakes have been made," he sald, "but after all that is
no reason why we Arabs should suffer more than anyone elee. I am very
@lad to ses pizns that the United States s apparently going to take an
asetive part in world affaire after the war, as befite her position in
the world society of mations. I am very glad of this because I believe
that thie time Ameriéa will gee to it that the righte of esmall nations
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will be upheld....and I think that if the Arad poesition were better
sppreciated in America, it would help greatly.

"The Jews," he concluded, "the Zionist Jews have gpent consider-
able time and money on making thelr case. It 1e the duty of the Arabe
to present their side of the ploture before it is too late.”

Just as I was leaving, the Aradian aristocrat smuddenly had an
1dea:

"Tell me, young jan;" he said, "have you read the Bible?"

I oonfessed to not Deing very well informed in Biblical mattere.

"Nelther am I," he sald. "It is not, of course, my Book, though,
naturally, I hawe read it. But I was once told by an eminent student
of the Bible thst although in one passage 1t 42 promised to the Jews
that they shall return to thie much-discussed strip of the Jordsn
Valley, in snother passags they are told that they will spend the reest
of their days roaming the earth.”

"I »ill try and find out, 5ir", I sald. And we bDowed very low
to each other.

"Maa Salasmelk,” he saide "Go in the safety of Allah.”

Fritten-Cairo, 4/4/44, by Stephen Barber
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I spent an hour and a half today with Major Gemeral Patrick J.
Hurley, Fresident's special envoy and minister without portfolio to the
Near East, India, Ruseia, and other points.

I called uron General Hurlev because of recent widespread publicity
to the effect that he was the spearhead of Arab opposition to the Jewish
National Home in Palestine. At the ocutset, General Hurley recalled that
he had met me before and that years ago he had spoken in my pulpit in
Cleveland. 1 recdlled this too.

I found General Hurley at first inclined toc be scmewhat argumentative
about Jewish rights in Palestine and confused =28 to the lezal status of the
Jewish National Homeland. It was quite apprarent that in hie several trips
to the Near §ast 2s an emissary for the Fresident, he had been so glutted
with anti=Zionist propaganda that he was inclined to accept most of it
at 1te face value. His apparent anti-Zionist attitude was inflamed alsc
by the barrage of attacks from Jewish sources to which he has been sub=-
jected since Drew Pearson's recent broadcasts and a2 very intemperate speech
in the House by Uongressman Emanuel Celler of New York., (I explained to
General Hurley that Mr, Celler in no way sroke for, or represented the
Zionist orvanizations of America.)

1t seemed, from what I gathered, that Ceneral Hurley was sent to the

Near East as a confidential representative to ascertain on the ground the
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effects of the Lease-Lend Law and the use to which Lease-Lend materiel
was being put by the British. He also w2e directed to dlscuss Leagse-Lend
with XKing Ibn Saud in Saudi Arabla.

General Hurley told me that he never mentioned Palestine or the
Jewigh National Homeland to King Ibn Saud until the King, hirn:elf, brought
up the matter. After a disgussion of the businese in hand he s2id,Ibn
gaud said that he had written a letter to President Roosevelt, outlining
hie views about Palestine. He also had recently given an interview to
"Life" magazine in which he had outlined his views.

"Ibn Saud to'd me," Hurley =2id, "that he is not anti-Semitie.

"] have no anti=Jewish feelings shatecever" he said. "The Jews and
the Arabe are joint descendants of Abraham. 1 am opposed to a Jewlsh
state and a Jewish minority controlling an arab majority.”

General Hurley 2lso told me that he had not discussed the
proposed oil pipe 1ine with Ibn Saud. This was very revealing to me
in that his name hig been aC frequently mentioned in the newspapers and
otherwige ag the guiding spirit in the preliminary negotiationse which
have taken place for the proposed tapping of the larae 0il resources of
3audi Arabia by AmeTican {nterests, and piping of that oil to some port
on the Mediterranean.

General Hurley said that, @s a matter of fact, he personally is
opposed to the pipe line. He does not think that it ies a good thing forT
the United States govefnment to finance, 28 is8 contemplated in the

present discuseions in government circles. He added, for my confidential

information, that the President had of fered him the presidency of the



contemplated United States governmental agency which would adminigter
the pipe line but that he had refused the suggested assignment. He also
reminded me that the eriginal negotiations for development of Saudi
Arabia o0ll resources by American mcney occurred back in 1933. ( This was
at the time when General Hurley, as Secretary of War under former Presidenmt
Herbert Hoover was retirine from political office.)
General Hurley tcld me that the U, 8. Minister, Alexander Kirk, in
Cairo, had assigned a Mr. Olijer to proceed to Saudi Arabia to conduot
the nepotiatione for the pipe line with King Ibn 3aud.
General Hurley declared that he spent much time in Palestine, Syria,
Iran and elsewhere in the Near Fast, and that wherever he went he ran into
very vehement anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist propaganda from British Civil
Servants and other Britishers. Thies propaganda was of a most poleonous
nature and was intended not only to belittle everything that the Jews are
doing in Palestine, but to create a vigorous opposition on the part of the
Arabg, Briticsh Coloniale, Americane, and all others concerned, ag2inst
fulfillment of the Jewish agpirations in regard tc the Jewi eh National Home
3ir Ronald Storrs, has been assiducusly spreading a propaganda among
the Arabs to the effect,
That, the British are opposed to the creation of a Jewish State;
That while Mr. Churchill has professed himself to be a Zionist,
British volicy actually is created by the Colonial Office and the
veterans of the Colonial Servioce;

That, President Roosevelt is surrounded by Jewlish adviscrs and
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powerful Jewish interests and that these advisors and interests have
persuaded him to advocate the Jewish National Home.

That, the British Empire is at was and is in great need of asesistance
from the United States and thus it must acquiesce to Mr. Roosevelt's wishes;

That, the British Coloniales want the Arabs to know that if the Home-
land comes to pass it will not be the British who are responeible, but, to
the contrary, it will be Mr. Roosevelt's Tesponsibility because he is
forcing acceptance of the Zionist viewpoint.

Mr. Hurley s2id that Re was outraged by this vicious propaganda
and that he immediately tranasmitted to the President his findings.

He advised the President in writing, and subsequently verbally
that while he himself had no positive views on the National Homeland and,
thus had no recommendations to cffer, he would want to offer susegestions
which were along these lines: "First, if you are committed =as a matter of
policy to the Jewish National Homeland, then I have no criticiam whatsoever.
But, if you are not wholly committed and your viewe in this matter parallel
those of the British go vernment, then the Britlish should be made to accept
that responsibility jointly with us, and cense their vicious anti=American
propaganda.”

General Hurley said that his views were later communicated by the
Fresident to Mr. Churchill.

In outlining the British propaganda, he said it embraced argumente
that because of the communal farms, an eventual Palestinian state would
be a communist etate; that because the Jewish pecple followed a different

religion from their Ch¥istian and Moslem neighbors, it would be a Jewlish



state; that because the Jews had been engacved in mercantile pursuite,
it would be a mercenary etate. Alsc the argument was used by the British,
first, that the Jews were anti-democratic, and second, that this was a
bid for world power by the Jews. These arguments all were circulated by
Britieh Colonial Servants who made no bones whatsoever of their anti-
Jewish attitude and that they are now more determined than they have
ever been, the Palestine Mandate notwithetanding, to defeat the intent
of the Balfour Declaration and the subseguent pronouncements on the
subject.

Mr. Hurley aleo tocld me that even more viciously anti=Zionist
than the British are the three American missionary colleges in the
Near East.

Mr. Hurle® described to me with appreciation his observatione in
Paleatine. He wvisited several communal farme and had the opportunity
to study at first hand what has been accomplished in Palestine by Jewish
energy and intellieence. He spoke very highly of Dr. Magnes, Mr. Ben
Gurion and Mr, Moishe Shertok. He resarded them all as "fine fellows",
and admired their devotion to Falestine, He was most eritical, however,
of Mr. Joseph whom he described as a "polise court lamyer" in the tone
and methods he employed while in conference with him (Hurley)

During the conversation, Mr. Hurley said that he too has been
giving consideration to a solution of the Jewlsh question as it applies
to the Near East. It was his thought, he said, that a larger state,

composed of Syria, Palestine and Trans-Jordania, to which Jewish



immigration would be freely admitted, would solve the problem in that
the limited areas of Palestine then would not be taxed beyond its
absorptive capacity, and at the same time, Jews would have the oppor-
tunity of aet!l’ﬁi in larger areas. Obviously, such a solution would
not conform to Jewish aspirations for the Homeland.

I found General Hurley sadly unacquainted with the legal aspects
of the Jewish right to Palestine. He had been ocompletely saturated with
the antl-Palestinian argumente of our enemies. I left with him the
booklet prepared by the House Foreign Affairs Qommittee =nd alsc a copy
of my speech at the American Palestine Committee dinner., He promised
me that he would study these documents, as well as other material which
he asked me t0 send him from time to time, with an open mind, in order
that he ocould fully acquaint himeelf with our viewpoint. 1 feel that
as & result of our conference, wherein Hurley said that he was hearing
from me, for the first time, our side of the story, that we have converted
a potential enemy into, at least, an open minded observer.

1 wias accompanied by Mr. Leo R. Sack, a friend of General Hurley's

for the past twenty-five years, who arranged the conference.
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It was quite obvious during General Hurley's conver=ation that he
has become disgusted with British operations in the Near East, and I feel
hopeful that because of this disgust he ie somewhat inclined to discount
British propaganda arainst Palestine,

General Hurley, for example, was most critical of the British in
reference to Lease-Lend goods, paid for by American taxpayers and shipped
in American bottoms, to the Near East to further the war effort. Instead
of being used for the purpose intended, these goode are being resold by
the British at from four to twenty times their normal value, the British
pocketing the profits.

General Hurley has reported thies situation tc the President who aleo,
he said, is outraged. There were other phases of British policy which have
offended General Hurley's Americanism, as well as his Irish ancestry which
has long been antagonistiec to Eritain.

General Hurley's feelings are such that as & result of converesations
which he has had with Lord Balifax, His Majesty's Ambassador in Washington,
and Mr. Richard Casey, the representative of the Churchill government in
the Near ETast, the plan to have him return to the Near East is being op-
rosed by influential Britishers. #Whereas, General Hurley told Mr. Sack
l1ast week that he was planning to return to the Near East shortly =
meaning during the week of April 3rd - he today indicated that he may be

gsent on another assignment and someone else assigned to the Near East.



Thies is because of the manifestly unenthusiastic British sentiments
which he hag reflected recently. I think we may regard thie as a

hopeful sign for our cause.
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lr. Ludwig Lewisohn
Hotal Eastgate s
Onturio Street Zast of Michigen Avenue
mm’ m-

My dear Friend: :

Thank you for jour kind letier of March 30, I
returned this morning frowm a ten duy stay in the Esst. Hence
the delay im replying to your letter. \

Our Emergency Council had an &ll day meeting last Monday
and drew up certain groposals and projected certsin lines of
action. I am asking Mr. Shapirc to send the minutes of the
meeting on to you. In the meshtime, I am enclosing the most
recent "Confidential Bulletins which the Zmer;ency Counecil
sent out, as well as one which was senl out on March 24, They
will give you & general idea of the line which we shall follow
from here on.

I should like the opportunity to sit dowm with yom,
before long, and talk over the situation with jou more thoroughly \
and in greater detail than can be done through correspondence.
fihat is important is "not to paint the situcticn in sombre \
colors.,” That is quite umnecessary. Zionists cre not suffering )
from an excess of optimism a4t the moment, Whut is important \
is to maintain a fighting morale. Tha decisive btattle has
neither been fought nor lost. The Fhite Paper has not been
offiecially abrogated. Nevertheless no ome in any responsible
position, here or abroad, belisves thut 1t is the last word on
the status of the Jewlsh National Home. The Dritish wmere able
to exploit the fact that the doors of Palestine actually still
remain open for thousands of Jewish refugees to justify thelir
refusal to make a formal declaration at this time. Furilermore,
intimations wers plenmtifully given from the highest sourcea
thut when the available certificates ars exhausted, the
authorities would not stick to the atrict letter of the lawm.
De facto, the doors of Palestine are s5till open. We must work
feverishly and in coopsration with the fiar Refugee Bourd
and other refugee agencies to see thet as muny Jews as can
possibly be evacuated from Europe shall immediately be trans—
ported to Palestine.
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Our demands will be irresistible when the avallable certificates
are used up. We shall continue to press for the abrogation of the
. "hite Paper on the basis of its illegality, its inhumanity, ste. And
of course, our major job is to 8 for the major “ionist objective
&gainst which the White Paper dl::?d the firat plice == the
aestublishment of a free and democra § wealth, Thie is our
solution for the Jewish problem. This is bur solution lor the problem
of the political re-organization of tho Near East. This is our
contribution in part to the rapidly developing American interests in
that P‘ﬂ of the world.

As fer aa Zionisa om the American sceme is concerned, the
rezarkahle popular response of the American people, evoked by the
introduction of the Palestine resolutions in Congress indicates that
the American people is deeply sympathetic to our cause snd that there
is & growing undersisnding in wll sections of our populstion of our
aims. The reudiness of Congress to vote “or the resolutions, if not
inhibited by the military - a vote which would have been overvhelming —
is another indiostion of the willingness of the reprasentatives of
our country to be helpful and cooparative. The subject of Palsstine
has been lifted onto & high plane of political importance and significance
in the thinking of the imerican people. And it will stey there. It
will not be possible to ignore or surreptitiously to sacrifice the
interests of the Jewlsh Nutional FEome in present and futura international
discussions and arrengerents, An attempt was made to impose a blanket
of silence on tha suhfset of Palestine, and wilsr cover of that
secrecy and silence, o conelude political arrangements involving
the Jewish National Home which would heve confronted us ot the proper
time with a fait accompli, and left us completely betrayed. The

t pro~Palestine agitution which has taken place in this country -y
m which will continue) hes succeeded in frustrating any such
conspiracy.

The Pulestine resolutions in Congress hsve not been defented
or tabled. In the House Foreign Affairs Commities, mction on the
resolution has been deferred for the time being. In the Senate
Foreign Relutions Committee, no sction whutever has talen plage.
The resolutions ere still pending.

\ It is conceivable thaut the military authorities who registerad

their objections are not vaery happy about being brought into the
plcture, and thut perhaps at the lirst faversbls turn in the military
situation shich may come before the Susmer or Autumn, they may wish
to seize the ocousion to withdraw thelr objections. In that case the
resolutions will be voted on inm Congress, snd there is no dsubt how
the vote will go. It is likely, too, that the nearer we approach
the elsctions in Hovember, the greater pressure there will be within
Congress itself for the right of Congressmen snd Semators to express
themselves on this basic issue in which millions of Amarican citizens
are interested, There is no ground, thersfore, for pesaimism in
relation to these resclutions.

-
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The declaration of the President, made on March 2, is highly
important. I am afraid that it has been under-pluyed in the New
Palestine for reasons which I cannot underatand. I think the atstement
which appsared this week in the Reconstructionist on the subject is
a sounder reaction to the President's statement. I am enclosing
the editorlal herewith. There may be stronger statements forthcoming
from the head of our government, but the March 3 statemant represents
the best thing which we have had from our govermment aince 1030,

We should make the fullest use of it and read inte it sll that can
properly and legitimately be read into it. Our good friend, Ibn Saud,
regurded it as a stab in the back, and wes furious about it. The
degree of his fury should be the measure of our satisfaction. We
must sympathetically encourage our President to cerry out the full
meaning and intent of this declaration. Let us not whittle down the
President's statement in the same way as the Ynglish have whittled
down the zeening of the Balfour Declaratdon.

Apnericen interests in the Neur Fast are rapidly expanding, A
new political orientation is bound to follow. Our goverament may
find itself, of necessity, in a position to take & much mors positive
stand in relation to the Jewish Fational Home than heretoforg, It is
important to see that our government does rot sdopt er anti-Zicaist
attitude "on its cwn", sided and abetted by the exemple of the
British Colonial Office, There have been Amarigen forces working
in this country representing Americun imperial interests (&hd one
might say also mussiongly) to convert our govertgen: to just such an
anti-Zionist position. I¢ will be our task to demonstrate that
the legitimate interests of #merica in ths Wear Zast not only
coincide with, but will ©e clearly helped by a strong erd {riendly
outpost such &s a Jewish National Hame would represent in that part
of the world.

We should not presume ut the momont that the oll negotiations
now pending are ipso facto detirimental to our interssts. As yet
there is no evidence avallable that amy commitments whatscever unfavorable
to us have been made. They may have been,but we hove nc knowladge of
them. %e are probing for the facts. For the time being, we ocught
not to go all out in an oppositionul attitude towarda these oil
negotiations in which the American Wer and Navy Departaments are
vitally interested, and which they claim are esssntlal to the future
security of our country, The future Senate hearings on tha subject
may reveal new facts which may determine our sttitude. For the time
being, th2 only loglecal poaition for us to take 1s that zope of the
legitimate righte of the Jewish people in Pulestine, our rights
under the Declaration and the Mandate, shall be sacrificed in the
procesa of these negotiations.

There is much more that I should lile to say to you, but I
will look forward to an esarly meeting with you. In the asantime
I send you my best wishes f'or a happy Passover holiday, With all
good wishes, I remain

Moat cordially yours,

AlS:BX
Ene, = 3
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;. f
General Jeiwy Patrick Hurley

ﬁ&!h.!.ﬂgm:" D.C.
My dear General Hurley:

I was most happy to have had the chat with you the
other day in your office. It was good of you to give me so
much of your time. I was greatly interssted in the impressioms
and the reactions which you received in the Near East, particularly
with reference tc the extensive propaganda which is carried on
against the Jewish Hational Home. They confirm similar impressions
received by others who have recently visited that part of the
world.

I am greatly distressed that you have been made unhappy
by what you know to be a gross misrepresentation of your position
with reference to Palestine an’ the Jewigh people generally. Im
these feverish days when passions run high and the work of mem
in public life must of necessity be mrapped in considerable
diplomatic secrecy, it is inevitable thut some people who gaingl
their inform:tion from the public press should jump at conclusions
which are very often imperfect and sometimes altogether imaccurate
conclusions. Such misconceptions, however, can be dissipated.

I was happy to learn that to your best knowxledge, no
commitments huve been made in the course of recent oil negotiations
which involve the Jewish Nationel Home. This has been bothering
many of our people who have been led to fear that the Jewish
Hational Home is, to use a colloquialism, being “sold down the river."

The first part of our conversution led me to believe that
you have not had the opportunity to familiarisze yourself fully with
gome of the legal aspects of the Palestine Handate or of the
Convention on Palestine which was signed by the Unitsd States and
Great Britain in 1924, I hope that you will have the opoortunity
to go through the documents which I left with you. I am also
taking the liberty of enclosing an excellent statement om the
claims of the Jews and Arabs with reference to Palestine wmhich
%8 made by Mr. Emanuel Neumann before the Foreign Affuirs Committee
at the hearings on the Palestine resolution recently introduced in

cw-
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I shall be most happy to hear from you on any of the subjects
eny

I shall alse look forwsrd with keen pleasure to the opportunity of
meeting with you again,

With all good wishes, I remsin
Most cordially yours,

(Signed) Abba Hillel Silver
Enoc.
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JERUSALEY APRIL 18, 1944 (Rec'd April 28)
NLT
ARTHUR LOURIE
342 LADISON NEW YORK
APPLIED 3/1 SCHEDULE QUARTEE AFRIL JUMNE 6000 PIUS 500 YOUTH ALIYAH 500 OTHER
CATEGORIZS MIILS KIGRATION COMJISSICMER JERUSAIEYN TOOK VIEW LUST RESERVE FELAINING
CEZRTIFICATES WITHIN WHITEPAPER LIKITS TC COVER COMMITUENTS PREVIOUSLY ADE FOR
PERSONS OCCUPIED COUNTRIES ALTHOUGE ADMITTEDLY THESE COMJZCTURAL WB CHALIENGED
NECESSITY RESERVE THESE SOCALLED COMUITMENTS STOP ENTIRE QUESTICON INCLUDING
SCHEDUIE APPLICATION DISCUSSED BY MOSHE SHERTOK LONDON WITE COLSECRETARY 30/1 STOP
LATTER ANNOUNCED UNFUBLISHABLE DECISION DISREGARD COMUITIENTS AMOUSTING 18000 BUT
APTER DEDUCTION RESERVE 1000 FOR WIVES CHILDREN RESIDENTS PALESTINS ZLIGIBIE
EXCHANGE SCHEIZ WILL DEVOTE VHOLE BALANCE FUGITIVES ENEKY COUNTRIES SAVE APPLICA-
TIONS APFROVABLE INDIVIDUAL CASES OTHER COUNTRIBS STOP SHERTOK ARGUED FRIORITY
FUGITIVES UNQUESTIONABIE BUT OHANCES ESCAFE UNCERTAIN IEANUEILE INADMISSIBIE DELAY
EEEABILITATION VIOTILS SAVED AND OTHER JEWISH SUFFERERS EVENTUALLY SECRETARY AGREED
LIBERAL INTERPRETATION RULING INMDIVIDUAL APPLICATIONS ALSO AGHEED KEEP MATTERS
ELASTIC REVIEW POLICY LIGHT ACTUAL ESCAPE FROM NAZI LANDS STOP WE CABIED LONDON
REGARD THIS IECLSION VIRTUAL CESSATION IMMIGRATION FROM NOMNAZI COUNTRIES PRE-
CARIOUS DEFSND O LIBERAL INTERFRETATION NECESSARY CBTAIN URGENTLY CERTIFICATES
FOR ALL REFUGESS ITALY SPAIN ADEN TANGIERS CASABLANCA TURKEY TOTALLING KINTHUM
6000 QUESTIGN IS ARE AUTHORITIES PREPAFED GRANT THESE CERTIFICATES WE XOT
PREPARED APPLY FEV FUNDEED CERTIFICATES BASIS IMDIVIDUAL NAUES EITHER AUTHCRITIES
AGREE GIVE SCHEDULE OR NOT PLEASE CLARIFY STOP EXECUTIVE CONSIDERING AOTION
ESSENTIAL VIDW THIS NEW SITUATION

BERNARD JOSEFH



PRESS REIEASE from (Aprila, 194

American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine
* Hoom 2500 245 Fifth Averue

New York, New York WU 3-1881

FOR RE H 24

SIDNEY HILLMAN IEMANDS WHITE PAPER REFEAL AND JEWISH COMMONWEALTH
IN PATLESTINE

AMATGAVATED CIOTHING WORKERS HEAD SAYS PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT AND AMERICAN FEQPLE
TAXE THE SAME POSITION

New York =~ Sidney Hillman, president of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America, today demanded the immediate opening of Pelestine's doors to free Jewish
immigration, and declared that "this is the position, not only of the President
of the United States, but also of great sections of the American people who feel
the torturesvisited upon a defenseless people.”

In a declaration supporting the aims of the newly-organized American Jewish
Trade Union Committee for Palestine, Mr. Hillman dencunced the British White Paper
policy, which prohibits new Jewigh immigration into Palestine, as "a travesty upon
elementary justice and humanity," and urged that the remmants of the Jewisgh people
be saved from complete destruction by "the immediate abrogation of the White Paper
and the reconstitution of Palestine as a free and democratie Jewish Commonweal th."

Asserting that this is the position of the Congress of Industrial Organi-
zations, representing more than 5,000,000 American trade-unionists, Mr. Hillman
pointed out that the C.I1.0., in 2 resoluticn adopted unanimously at its national
convention in Philadelphia last November, assailed the White Paper as "discrimins=
tory, unfair, unjust, and a hindrance to the war effort."

The text of Mr. Hillman's statement follows:

"lustice demands the immediate abrogation of the White Paper, which bars

(more)

b6
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further immigration into Palestine, and the reconstitution of that country as a
free and democratic Jewish Commonweal th.

"The soil of Zurope is soaked with the blood of Jewish dead, They have
been killed in the ghettoes, they have been killed in the fields. len, women and
children, And as the Nazi hordes are being beaten into Roumania, Hungary, Czecho-
Slovakia, and the rest of Middle and Eastern Burope, their first victims, as alway:
are defenseless Jews —— men, women and children.

"It is a travesty upon elementary justice and mmanity to close the door
to the one avenue of escape for the hapless Jews who still remain alive. Ais we
walt, as we write, as we talk, they are being killed. Just that. They are being
killed,

MIt is imperative that appropriate measures be taken to open the doors of
Palestine for free entry of Jews into that country.

"Thig is the position not only of the President of the United States but
also of great sections of the American people who feel the tortures visited upon
a defenselesas people,

"It is the poeition of the Congress of Industrial Organizations, represent-
ing more than 5,000,000 American tradc-unionists, The C.I1.0., in a resolution
adopted wnanimously at its national convention in Philadelphia last November, urge
the abrogation of the Chamborlain White Paper, declaring it to be 'discriminatory,
uwnfair, unjust, and a hindrance to the war effort.!

"I wish to add my woice to that of millions of other Americans asking that
the remszns of a people be saved from complete destruction at the hands of our
common eénemy. This can best be accomplicshed by the lmmediate abrogation of the
White Pasoer, and the reconstitution of Palestine ag a free and democratic Jewish

Commonwaal th, "

#66-4/21/44
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Draft - 0il Memorandum

1l Great numbere of Jewe in this country are deeply concerned
with the poseible implications for the future of the Jewish National
Home in Palestine, of the proposed oil pipe-line from Saudi-Arabia
to the Palestine littoral.

2e¢ Much of this feeling of spprehension is based on unconfirmed
reporte of possible arrangements with King Ibn Samd which may affect
the political issue in Palestine. In general, there is anxlety lest
in the confliet of interests which center around the pipe-line pro-
posal the epecial needs and position of the Jewish National Home will
be forgotten.

3. The United States Government has been associated with the
policy of the reestablishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine
since the inception of that policy in 1917. In 1922 the Congress of
the United States expressed itself unanimously in favor of the Jewish
National Home policy, and it has further had the support of every
President since President Wilson. That this contimues to reflect the
sentiment of the great mass of the people of this country is evident
from the statements of very many members of the Senate and House of
Eupmamtatitasiﬁtha present American Congrese, from the Hesolutions
adopted in eighteen of the State Leglelatures of this country, and
from the statements and resulutions of numerous representatives of
the Church, of labor, of academic, civic, snd other public bodies.

4. Cleuse 8 of the "Principles of Proposed Agreement”" between
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the Fetroleum Reserves Corporation and the American Arsbisn 0il
Company, dated January 24, 1944, provides that the "commercial

end other policies and practices of the companies would conform

to the foreign policy of the United States". It is submitted

that in view of this clause, and with a view also to allaying the
widespread anxiety above referred to, it !Ta essential that the natore
of United States forelgn policy in regard to Palestine should be
clearly defined in advance as looking toward the early fulfillment
of the Balfour Declarstion and the Mandate, in accordance with
their underlying intent and purpose to afford the Jewish people the
opportunity to establish in Palestine g Jewlsh Commonwealth.

5. Clause 11 of the "Principles of Agreement" ie also rele-
vant in this connection in that it referg to the desire and inten—
tion of the parties to the agreement "to promote the interests of
the Governmente" of the m affected by the pipe-line, and "to
respect their sovereignty and protect their rights". In addition
to providing for an active concern for the peace and prosperity of
these countries, the Agreement calls for the exercise of thelr rights
by the parties concerned, "with due regard to the rightes including
that of political integrity of the Governments of such countries.
It is clesr that this clmuse imposes on the Government of the United
States and ifs nationals active and affirmative duties in regard to
the countries traversed by the pipe-line, which are susceptible of
wide latitude of interpretation. Obviously there is need for clari-
fication and definition. Thus, not merely is it desired that asmre

anes will be given that no commitment adverse to the future of the
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Jewish National Home has been or will be given to any party with
whom negotiations in behalf of the pipe-line may be conducted;
but past experience with the Palestine Mandate indicates the neces-
slty that from the outset the United States Government should take
the lead med makepindubitably clear that it stands foursquare be-
hind the policy of the Jewieh National Home.

6+ Apart from the political issue, the pipe-line raises
economic questions of great importance for the future of Palestine.
Palestine is developing rapidly as an industrial cemter. The con=
tinuation of this trend ies intimately bound mm» with the existence
of an adequate suoply of cheap fuel. It is a matter of vital import-
ance, accordingly, that any arrangement that may be made with the
0il compmnles should Include provision for the supply to the Palestine
market of ample guentities of o0il and oil products at a price reason-
able in relation to cost. It is puggested that such an arrangement
is implicit in the reference in Clause 8 of the"Principles of Agree-
ment”, to the concern of the partles for the peace and prosperity of
the countries in question. It is obvlously desirable, however, that
these pmviaiun; be made explicit in advance.

7+ The question also arises of conditions of labor in commnec-
tion with the comstruction and operation of the pipe-line and refiner-
jes in Palestine. It ig urged that in regard to thfseas well as eny
other conditions of agreement which msy finally be reached affecting
the establishment of the Jewish National Home, the opportunity should
be given to the representatives of the Jewish Agency for Palestine,

officially recognized under the Palestine Mandate as the representa-
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tife Jewish body, for the purpose of adviesing and cooperating with
the Adminietration of Falestine, to submit their viewsg in advance

aud
to the Governmenty ef the oil companies concerned.

4f24 /44




HARRY GCRERENSTIEIN

Rm, 913 = 1344 Connecticut Avenue, N.W,
Washington 25, D.C.

April 26, 1944

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
¢/o The Temple
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

In accordance with your request I am outlining below the highlights of
my conversations in London.

It 1s of supreme importance that there be maintained the best of rela-

tions between England and the United States, and that nothing be done

by word or deed which will make for a breach between the two countries,

The Frime Minister has staked his entire policy om this program, and

should he feel that the American Zicnist leadership is jeopardizing

ttﬁs; relations, this more than anything else may lose Palestine for
ana,

The opposition to the "White Paper" can be vigorously expressed but the
motives of Great Eritain should not be impugned; and above all, no

malicious attacks should accompany any protests against present pelicy
of Great Britain with regard to Palestine,

Roosevelt likewise feels quite strongly that the future of the world
depends upon the closest relatiocns between Crest Britain and the United
States, and he too would reeent amything eaid or done which would play
into the hands of ocur enemies,

The future of Palestine hangs in the balance today, and the utmost states-
manship will be needed particulsrly 4in the next few months on the part
of Zioniet leadership, if a maximum program is to be assured.

HG/ §b



April 28, 1944

The Honorsable Adolph J. Sabath
United States House of Representatives

'Wm’ D.C.
ly dear Congressman Sabath:

I wus very happy to have had the talk with you Tuesday.
I know of your unfailing interest in our cause, snd of your
readiness at all times to be of help. I wvalue greatly your
counsel and guidance.

What has transpired in recent weeks in connection with
the Palestine Resolution introduced im Congress and the President's
statenment made through Dr. Wise and de on Harch 9th has caused
great confusion in our ranks and has givem our people a sense of
frustration and defeat. Here are the facts.

(1) After receiving the "green light® from everybody in
the Adsinistration and in Congress whom we comsulted, we introduced
the Palestine Resolution. Cordell Hull saw the Resolution before
it was !ntroduced and raised no objections to it. The majority
and minority leaders of both branches of Congress not only approved
of the Resolution, but spoke in fevor of it on the floor of the
House snd the Jenate when it was introduced. We were led toc believe
that the paasage of the Resolution would be quick and sure.

(2) Hardly had the Hesolution been introduced whem the
flar Department was brought into the picture, presumably by the
State Department, to wurn against the passsge of the Resolution as
dangerous from a military point of view. Why a presumably friendly
State Department could not have apprised us beforehand, so that we
coubd have delayed introducing the Rasolution, and thus obviating
all that happened subsequently, remains a distressing mystery.

(3) The entire country had been aroused by the introduction
of the Resolution. Tens of thousands of communications poured
into Washington endorsing it. The press of the country published
hundreds of editorials favoring it. Numerous Christian organizstioms,
churches, kbor groups, service groups, otc. were moved to send
friendly measages. The sudden intervention of the military came
as & distinct shock to all of them and left them bewildered —— and
certainly not convinced that the intervention of the military was

either warranted or spontaneous.
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(4) In that stute of bewilderwent we turned to the President

of the United States. Since the Americen people had been inhibited
from expressing through their chosen representstives in

their true sentiments on the subject, we felt Justified in turning
tnth-%ﬂhomtiﬂtoltmrmhhmntmmmnﬂ-d
our government was with reference to Palestine., We asked for
clerification and for reassursnce,

(5) On March 9th, Dr, Wise and I met with the President.
45 & result of a very pleasant and full conference, we were
suthorized to issue & statement in which it was stated that "the
American Government had never givem its approval to the White Paper
of 1858...and that whem future declsions are reached full Justice
will be done to those who seek a Jewish National Home for which
our Government end the Americun people have always had the deepest
sympathy, ete." We were plesased with this statemsnt althodgh =~
it did not go as far as we had hoped. OQur people received the
statement with greet satisfaction. Coming as it did, after ihe
intervention of the military and after the arab protests had been
received, it had real significance., ie were prepared to make
use of it both here and abrosd,

(8) as if deliberitely intended to mullify the whole
value of the ident's stetement, and hot upon its heels, came
the announcement of the House Foreign Affuirs Coumittee that it
had deferred actlon on the Hesolution becsuse of military
considerations, The Jewish public and the Jewish press were
stunned, What prompted ir. Bloom, the Chairman of the Foreign
Affairs Coumittee to rush through formal action on the Resclution,
lﬂnrlthldbumap—dthatthnhnluummmm
until the proper time arrived for its passage, rezains another
of those distressing mysteries. Wr. Bloom hus never paid us
the courtesy of telling us rhy the precipitated action was tuken.
As & result there hes been bitter and mounting resentuent.

(7) Hot long thereafter, the President himself, at a
press conference, in reply to & yuestion of how he regoncilesd
the statement issued by us in his name »ith the attitude of the
military authorities guve a reply which still further befogged
the situation and greatly weakened the sffectiveness of his
Mareh Dth statement. The result of all this has been a growing
convietion on the part of many that the Zionists have been given
the "run sround"™ by the Adalnistretion im Washington. You have
undoubtedly seen articles in the public press — and even in the
press which is friendly to the Administration.

(8) The article of Drew/Pearson which appeared last
Monday hus not improved matters uny. e had been led to expect
another statemen:i from the President, this time in his own name,
one which he would issue after consultution with Churchill., It




Jewish Commonwsalth is not something new, something introduced
for the first time in connsotion with the Palesatine Resolutiom,
It is what Wilson, Balfour, Lloyd George and “hurchill had in mind
zhen they talked about the Jewish National Home in Palsstine.

A Jewish Commonwealth is old-feshioned, orthodox Ziomism. It is
enly the propagenda of British agents in the last few yesrs since

the introduction of the White Paper, which has spresd the idea
that Ziwnists who demand the falthful fulfillwent of the letter
and spirit of the Palestine Handste and the Balfour Declaration
are sxtremists. 5

k This, then :
Sabath, Our Pales Hegolution has bees stymied by s friendly
Administration, The President's own position bus besn obscured
by things seid by him und by others. The e
have rejoliced over the turn of events in Sashington. Our political
position in London and Jerusalem hes deterioreted es s result
of 1t, and in & most critical time. Our people have received
& severe and unmerited blow,

What is to be done? Clearly there are two things which
should be done and quickly done to repair the damage.

(1) The President should issue & clewr-cut statement which
will allay all doubts as to his omn position on the subject of
the Jewish Nutionsl Home. It should be more definitive than his
statement isoued on Nareh 9th — one whigh will be in line with
the traditionsl Americon policy tosard Palestine inaugurated by
President #ilson, The imericon people as & whole will hail such
a declaration, Ko sdverse political gapital will be made of it
for there is no political division on the subject. Both polRical
parties, through their suthorised leaders, ure on record as
heartily endorsing the Jewish Commonweslth,

(2) After the Presldent's statesent will have been
isgued, the ®green light" should be ygiven for bringing out the
Resolution from committee. The Administration should ecall
of f the "hounds of war®. After all, the Resolution does not
contemplate the ensctment of any law. It is merely the expression

of sympathy and good will, It asks that the United States shall
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use its good offices. Everybody has sgreed that once this
Resolution cumes sn the floor of the House snd the Senate, it

will be approved overshelmingly.

Frolonged delay will serve aonly to entangle and embitter
an already unhappy situation., Capital will be made of it within
the next few months to the disadvantage of evaryone concerned,.
know your stutessmanship and your political sagescity. I know
thet your judgment 18 valued. You can render a historic service
a great cause in a decisive hour.

L

I skall be very heappy to hear from you. With all good
wishaes, I reasin

dost cordially yours,

&




The Honorsble Robert F. Wagner
United States Senate

Im' b.C.
iy dear Senutor Wagner:
I was very happy to have had the pleasant chat =ith youm

the other day im your office. I was particularly delighted to
find you looking so well and in such good health and spirits.

I am very anxious thut the situstion with reference to
our resolution should be clarified and that the position of the
President on the subject, which has unfortunstely been obscured,
should be made clear. As of the moment, cur Palestine Resolution
sesms to have been stymied by a friendly Administrction through
the intervention of the Far Departwent, The President's own
position, made publie through Dr. Wise and me on March 9th, has
unfortunately become obscured by & subsejuent statement which he
made at a press conference in reply to a question of how he
reconciled his statement issued through us with the attitude of
m.iuuﬂ-

The announcement of the House Foreign Affeirs Committee
that it had voted formally to defer sction on the resolution weakened
greatly the effectiveness of the President's statement which was
issued a few daye previously. The preas —— &and not only that
part of 1t which is unfriendly to the President — has widely
popularized the idea that the Administration has been giving the
Jews of America the "run around" on Palestine.

Again, many of our people have come to feel thut because
of the Administrztion's interest in Arsbian oil and the proposed
plpe-line, the Jewish national home is being sold down the river.
A few days ago, a widely read columnist published the statement
that the President had consulted Churchill recently, and that they
are both opjosed to the Jewish commonwealth. All this has contributed
to the serious bewilderment of our people and is srousing increasing
resentment, The situation clearly cannot continue in this state of
confusion indefinitely. Two things should be done to repair the

damsge.

(1) The President should issue a clear-cut statement
which will allay all doubts as to his position on the subject of
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the Jewish national home. It should be more definite tham his
stutement issued on March 9th — in line with the traditional
American policy towards Palestine inaugurated by President ¥ilson.
The Americen people will hail such a decluration. Since both
politicul parties, through their authorized leaders, are on record
a8 heaurtily endorsing the Jewish commonwsalth, no adverse political
capital can be made of such a statement. On the contrary, it will
make hosts of friends.

(2) After the President's statement will have been issued,
the "green lizht" should be givenm by the Administrution for bringing
out the Palestine Resolution from committee., The Administration
should call off the "hounds of war".,..After all, the resolution
does not contemplate the enactment of any law., It is only &m
expression of sym.athy and good will and asks thut our government
should use its good offices. Once the resclution comes to the
floor of the House and the Senate, it will be approved overwhelmingly.

Prolonged delay will serve only to entangle and embitter
an already unhappy situation. Cupital will be made of it im
the next few months to the disadvantage of everyone concerned.
I know that you can present this situation to the President very
foreibly and convineingly. You brought about our meeting with
the President on March 9th with very excellent results which were
unlortunately impaired by subsequent events, I know that your
statesasnship can help bring about the two objectives mentioned
above,

With all good wishes, I remain

dost cordizlly yours,

AlSsBK



COERX

CONGRFSS OF THE UNITED STATES
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
FOUSE OF REPRECENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C.

May 10, 1944

Mr, Louis Lipsky
386 Fourth Avenue,
¥ew York City

My dear Louis:

Needless to ssy, I have reed your letter
of the Sth with the most willing end conscientious care.
T need hardly assure you (as & friend) thet I am just 28
sympathetic to the cause of which you are so ardent &
gupporter, as are you snd your essociates.

Similsrly, it goes without saying that
Iatmdrandxinanxmiithinwpnnr,tnsarﬂmdtn
be helpful, Just how far I or anyone, for that matter,
can give you sn assurance of ebility to procure & statement
from the President —M"clear &nd definitive® as you phrase
it, on the rights of the Jewish people under the Mandate —
I am unable to say.

The willingness to help is mine. Thn
outcome rests elsewhere.

Sincerely yours,

SOL BLOOM



HEFORT CN COLLINITY CONTACTS SUBKITTED TO THE EXECUTIVE COMIITTER
OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EUERGENCY COUNCIL, LONDAY, lAY 15, 1944

by Dr. Ieon I, Feuer

I am gsubmitting at your request a report of our Community Contacts work as
of this date, It is appropriate to survey ond evaluate this work just prior to
our coming Community Contacts Conferemce in Washington,

Working under our direction at the present time are 215 regularly consti-
tuted local cmergoncy committoos for Palestine. In addition, wc have a number
of individual corrcspondents in small commanities; there are borough, county, and
state organizations and commanities which are gerved through membors on State
Emergency Committees, This makes a total of 311 commnities in 42, states with
which wo have contact. Sorving on thesc commlttees are nerrly 2,000 men cnd women.
He posseas in these local emergency committees, ns onply demonstrated by the mogmi-
ficent job which they hove done, highly effective ingtrummtalities for propag-nds
end political action, In the 2,000 membors of our local committoos we have o smcll
ut setive, welledigeiplined, ond politically consclous corps which, if properly
directed, devoloped, ond kept informed, con constituto o mighty wenpon for our
futurc work, Iotor in this report I shrll mnke some rocomméndntions with rogard
to somc of the woys in which we can ineronso tho cffoctivonoss of theso local
committees. It can be said here, however, that the secret of their successful
operation thus far is the formila by which these committees were organized. They
were purposely kept emall, their personncl as representztive as possible of the
best Zionist talent in each commnity, aimple in structure, with considerable
mathority vested in the chairmen,

No one will pretend that ell of our committees have been equally productive
of results in their work, A number of them, particularly in those sections of the
country where the Zionist movement generslly has been wesk, have fallen down badly
on the job and will necd to bo reorgenized and given a frosh start. I want to give
you & skotech survey of how thoso committees have oporatod. Since this report will
be something of a cross-section there will necossarily have to be many omissions.
It ig interestinz to note that some commmities did an excellent all-around job in
every fleld of activity. This was of coursc due to the initiativo and imagination
of the chairman, In other cascs, local cmorgency committoos performed well in onc
ficld to tho neglect of othor aroas of work,

Gonerally speaking, howovor, most cf our committoes rendercd outstanding
sorvices in the area of diroect political action, that 1s, in contacting Congross-
men ond Scnators porsonally ond in mobilizing telegrem, lettor-writing, and post-
card compaigns in support of the Resplutions pending before Congress. This type
of activity, of course, had a tremendous appeal to our local commnities, because
it bad a direct impact, and promised tangible results, The best job done in a
large commnity was undoubtedly Detroit, iiichigom, which dispatched 22,000 posgte
cgrds and 19,000 individual lctters to Reprosomtatives ond Senators, and 3,000
tclogromsg to the President, Two notable achicvements in smeller commmnities were
producod by Moridcon, Conncceticut which sont 12,000 individurl lottors, ond Ports-
mouth, Now Eompshire with 11,000 individual lotters. Othor outstanding examplos
worce Cincinnati, Ohio, 13,500 lctters; Buffolo, 10,000 letters; Milwaukee, 7,000;
Qakland, California, 5,000. Leomingter, Massaclhmsetts sent 1,000 telegrams to
the President; Dridgeport, Connecticut, 700; Fortland, iaine, and Pottsville,
Pennsylvanla —— gmall commnities =~ 600 and 100 telegrams respectively., South
Bend, Indiana did an wmeual job in getting 60,000 eignatures to petitions which
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were sont to Congress and the Prosident, incidentally illustrating vhat tho posai=
bilitics arc should wo docide on a nationsl potition, Twenty-five comrunities
picked at random from our roster semt 11,500 telegrams to the White House, when we
docided te divert the stream of our pressure in that direction. There isg no mesns
of estimnting the total mumber of letters, telegrams, postcards, and other forms
¢l communicaticns which our commnities produced during the course of the campnign
for thc Rescluticns, but judging by the commnities from whom we did reccive oxnet
reports, the totcdl must be impressive. e know that the compoign mede a tremendous
impact upon Congress., A mumber of individual Representatives and Senators expressed
their amazement at the number of ¢ icationg which they were getting from thelr
congtituents, a substantial pe:‘cantﬁa of them coming from non-Jows,

Through persornml visits, telephone commnication and lettor-writing, our
commnitice saccooded in obfaining dofinito oxprossions of gympathy and support
for our cmase from 63 Scnators and 201 Roproscntatives. A mumber of commnitics
sont individuals or delogations to intervicw Scnators snd Congrossmen in TWashington,
and dozcns of thom mot with thoir Roproeontatives at noma.

I should like now to describe for you the work of some of ocur outstanding
committees in other fields of activity. Flease keep in mind that this represents
a fevw out of the many examples which could be citod.

A, Christisn Activities

I. los Anceles, Californis

Ios Angolos organized what it callod a Comalttec on Palestino,
non~scctorian in mombersiip, It can polnt with pride te the
illustricus mames on 'its lettorhead of Bishop W. Bortrand Stevens
as Eonorary Chalrman, smd lanchester Joddy and Byron 0. Hanna as
Co=Chairmen. A fine job was done in educoting o large group of
cutstonding non—-Jews. los Angeles has arranged with Colwbia
Brocdcasting Compony for o coast to coast broadcast on oy 23rd
of the "Columbic Presonts Corwin" program on "Pal-Aviv' storring
Eobert Young.

II. Atlontsn, Georgico

Ono of tho best American Palcetine Committee activitics in the
comntry has boon carricd on in this commmity, Thoe Amorican
Polestine Cormittoe choptor of Atlanta was addressed by Dr,
Stephen S, Wise. JAs a result, all of those present volunteered
to urite letters to their Congressmen., Copies of Van Paassen's
FForzotten Ally" were distributod to the mombers of thoe com—
nittoe. Roprints wore made and distributed throughout the
comraity of en excellent editorial of an article entitled
"Palestine! vhich appeared in the Atlanta Jouranl.

III. Detrolt, idchigen

Thig commamity has been extromely active in noms-Jowish circles,
It held an excollont moeting of the ichigan Branch of the
American Palestine Comuittee on December Z2lst, which was
addressed by the chairnan of the committee, Judge Picard and
Judse Kross of Hew York. The comminity sent three outstanding
citizens, including its maeyor, Mr. Jeffries, Judge Picard, and
Dre David Henry, Chancellor of Detroit Unlversity to the Wational




IV,

Vs

Conference on Palcstine in Washington. BSubsequent to the Con-
feronce, a large public mass mecting was hold, to which the
dolegatos to the Conforcanco gave theoir roports, and which was
aleo addressed by Dr. Corl Voss.

Clarepont, New Hampghire

This tiny community has performed a model piece of work, It

has an all=Christian Committee on Palestine, and a reprosentative
of the local emergency council has eppearcd before and obtained
favorable rosclutions from virtually overy non-Jewish crgonization
in the commanity,

iontox i

This committec also doscrvos honoroble mention for ite Christion
nctivity. It hos made contpets with virtually every civic and
church group in the commnity, produced resolutions from these
organizations, and succeeded in getting large muidbers of non-Jews
to send letters and telegrams to Congreesmen. Thery slso secured
the eigneturce of 500 non-Jows to a petition which was sont to
the Spoalmr of the Housc.

B. Press and Redio

Through the activitics of our local cmergency committocs, and their diligenec

in the usc of our pross bocks ond in thoir contacts with local nowspepers, therc
appoared during the course of tho campaign for the Resolutions, mere than 350 faver-
able editerials in newspapers threughout the country.  An attractive publication,
repreducing scme 200 of the best of these editoriale, is about te apoear under the
imprint of cur Emergency Ccuncil,

I,

Denvexr, Colorado

Denver has done a magnificent public relaticme job, particularly
with thc press and radic, TUhon the cmergency ecmmitteo was first
organized, 5 radic stations carried the announcement. Those same
5 have sincc then devoted 3 progrems each week to the work of the
comiittee. Vhen last reported, a total of 175 news reports had
been broadcast on the vorious meetings to be held, notionnl
directives for loenl members, and news of the progress regording
the Beeolutions in Congress. Individunl stories viere sent to 44
nowspnpors in the vorious comminitios threughout the Stnte. In
the Denver region there have sppeared this year 105 articles in
newspapers,

11. Hew Orleans, Iouisiana

The newspapers of this city published 22 press releases including
the endorsement of the Catholic Archbishop. Although this city
is largely under the influence of anti=-Zionists and menmbers of
the Qouncil for Judaism, the Anglo-Jowlsh newspaper offered to
dovote & rogular full page to cmorgoncy commdttec activities to
provent a pro-Eionist paper from boing lounched.
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111. jinino
The Haino Stato Committee publishes a 4-page bulletin, dis-
| ‘ tributed to its branch committees every two weelks.

IV. St., Paul, Hinnesota

A constant flow of ediforials and press releases have appeared
regilarly in St. Paul newspapers., A special article on Pal-

. estine, by James Gray, was reoprinted and circulated through
the commanity., The same writer also wrote an excellent review
of Ir, Lowdermill!s book,

V. Oklphona State

This is one of our boet stato organizations, It contacted
nowgpapers throughout the etato, and as a result, manmcrous
nows itoms, cxcellont cditorinls appearcd in the newspapers,
not only of the large but of the very small commanitics,

Vi. Portland, Orcgon

One of the outstanding press projects in the country is "The
Wew Horizon", the publication of the Oregon emergency committee.
It is an attractive, 8-page, well-written, and informative news-
paper.—- wiich might serve as a model for similar publieations
by lceal commmities in other parts of the country. Copies of
the paper are sent regularly tc the BHepresontatives and Scnators
of this state.  Tho averege issuoc of the newspapers is 50,000,

. and requosta for it ceme ia from sil parts of the Unitod States
and Canada,

C. ZHesolutions
I. Qalkland, Cplifornia

In this commmnity Resolutions were cbtained from Jewigh organi-
zations representing more than 5,000 people.

11. leriden, Connecticut

Resolutions in this city were obtained from the Central Labor

Union, the American Iegion, the Kiwonls group, ond numercus

othor non-Jowigh orgmnizations. Core waes token to give loenl
. publicity to each of thoge Hesolutions as they werc obialncd.

II11. Mfinnenpolis, lfinnesota
Thic committee obtained Resolutions frem 50 local orgsnizations,
and as a result of its efforts m strong Pro-Palestine Hesolution
was passed by the State Legislature.

IV. Newark, Essex County

. Jewisgh, non-Jewish, and vetcran orgenizations, %o the number
of 160, prsscd Resolutions under the guidance of the Essex
Connty Committoo,



V. Buffalo, New York

Thirty-five Jewish organizations, representing 19,395 people,
or virtually the entire Jewigh population of Puffalo, passed
and sent Resolutions to their Congressmen, Senators, end the
White House.

VI. Sesttle, Washington -

Due to the sympathetic support of the CGovernor cbtained by
this committee, they were able to secure from the Washingvon
tate legislature a Joint memorial appeal to the President
and Congress to pass the Resolutions pending in the House
and Senate. This group took advantage of a short visit by
Vice President Wallace to meet with him and present a memo-
Tandam.

VII. Milw=ilcce, Wisconsin

Among many excellent activities in this commanity has been
the success in obtaining Resclutions fiom Trade Uniocn organi-
zaticns representing 125,000 workers.

This rerort will of course not attempt %o snrvey the meetings which have bee:
held throughout the country under the auspices of local emergency committess. A
check will reveal imndreds of them, many servicod by our own Speaker's Burcau.
There is hardly a commnity in the country which, during the course¢ of this campaien
has not held one or more meectings, Some of these were larze mass demonstrations
paralleling our own ilzdison Souare Garden meeting, Commnities have reported to us
considerable interest and attendsnce of non-Jews at these meetings, and out of many
of them came strongly worded Resolutions te the President and Congress. There were
meetings addressed by Governors of states, meetings held under the sugpices of local
Ministers! Associations, church and laobor groups, Since the Kational Conference on
Palestine on liarch 2th, communities which scnt delegates have becen holding non-
scctarian public gatherings to which these delegates have reported the results of
tho Conference. Such meetinge are still in the process of being held, Worthy of
note are: a mass meeting in San Franeisco of 10,000 people, addressed by Dr, James
G. Heller; a meebing in ¥iemi, Florids, addressed by Dr. Stephen S. Wise, to which
scme 8,000 pecple attended; end a $100 dinner mecting in Philadolphia, addressed
by Dr, Silver, from which scores of people wore turned ewsy flashing $100 bills and
begging to be admitted, In the small Jowish commnity of Wilkes-Barre there weas a
mass mocting of 2,000 people, the large propertion eof tho crowd being non-Jowish.

Lest I tire you with statistics —= although to me the results of this work
are fascinating because of the possibilities which are open for us —— let me hasten
to conclude this report by making several recommendations for the planning of our
future activity in local commnities. I sincerely feel that a good job has been
done but I am also convinced that a mach better job can be done on the basis of what
we have learned daring this pnst yeor, This nation-wide machinery which we have
developed is one of the greatest asssets of the Zionigt movement in this country.
That machinery mast be used, and used effectively., It mast be kept moving. For
the future development and perfectiocn of this political and educational instrument
which we have forged may I make tho following rccommondations:

1. There is at the present timo a serious lack of personal contact betwoen
our National Office and the local committees. We depend exclusively on corros-
rondence, and this is not alweys satisfactory. Therc arc occasions whon loeal
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committees badly need guidance znd help on the spot, and as I pointed out previous-
1y, there are yozk spots which need to be remedied. Our work through the country
would benefit encrmously by tho addition to our peorsomncl of two or threc com-
potent ficld mon who would sorve in the capacity of trouble shooters. Wo could
dispatch them to places whero thoy are noeded, as they are necded, to bolster up
the worl of local commdittees, to inject new entimsiasm into the work, to spend a
fow days in localities, assisting commmnities with special projects on which they
may be working.

2., We ghould contimie the practice of meeting at lcast twice a yoar with
the chairmen of our emergency committocs, give them the opportunity to participate
in the discussion and planning of cur program, and to give them the feeling that
they are a part of a powerful, dymamlc, and sggressive movement: In addition, I
think it might be well on occasion to invite individual chairmen of communities to
come to Hew Tork to attend meetings of our Executive Committee, and to observe at
first hond the operation of our Hatisaal Office,

Ze I think some improvement might bo mnde in our confidential bulletin.
This renlly ought %2 be basically o publication dovoted to two objectives:

o. grounding our people in the classic tenets of the Zionist movemont;
ond

b. Ikecoing them obrenst of political rondities.

It hng becomo axiomatic in the modern world that the effectiveness of political
movements depends on the politieal sophisticotion of its propogandists.

4. We ought to devise some methods by vwhich commnities could exchange
ideas on programs and activifies, cspecially those activities which are imaginative

and unconventional, TWe might regalarly devote a column to such activities in our
h'ullatin-

5, Thero ghould be a rapid intemsification of tho cffort to enlist and
strengthen mass non~Jewlich supports This will depend upon how guickly we can
obtain the services of a Director for Christian Activities. iy I urge that no
exponse be sparcd to obtain as speedily as possible the ablest person available,
“e have made a real impact upon non—Jewish public opinion in this country., This
opportunity must be exploited to the fullest, and without any delay.




| SAW MR, STETTINIUS FRIDAY, MAY 18, | ASKED MIM TO WHAT EXTENT DEVELOPMENTS
HAD um;guiot N LONDON WITH REGARD T THE PALESTINE QUESTION, HE STATED THAT ME

FELT VERY MUCH ENCOUBAGED BY THE TALKS HE HAD HAD wiTH EDEN AND CHURCHILL, HE STATED

THAT THE JEWS COULD FEEL REASSURED THAT A FAIR SOLUTION WOULD BE FOUND. HE CONBIDERED

el Bl

IT MOST INADVISABLE FOR THE LIONMISTS TO ENGAGE AT THIS TIME IN ANY NCISY MANIFESTATIONS,
4 HE MENTIONED THAT AUGUST WHEM THE WAR MAY HAVE PROGRACHSED OR HAVE REACHED A CLIMAX WOULD

BE THE TIME TO RAISE THEIR VOIOES AGAIN, FROM WHAT HE SAID | GATHER THAT THE IDEA 1S

THAT THE INITIATIVE WOLL BE LEFT IN THE WANDS OF THE ORITISH AT WHIGH TIME THE UNITED
:l STATES MAY EXERT ITS INFLUENCE,

HE ASKED ME, "HOW DO YOU SPELL THE MAME OF THAT MAN BERKMAM, BERXDON,..7™ | TOLD
MIM MON TO SPELL PETER H, BERGSOM AND QAVE MIM THE FULL MAME OF THE COMMITTEE, | UNDER=
STOOD FROM HIM THAT NAHUM BOLDMAMM MAD CALLED ON HIM JUST PRIOR TO ME AMD HAD TALKED TO
HIM ABOUT DERGSON, THE ZIOMISTS ARE MUCH PERTURBED BY TME LATEST STUNT PERFORMED BY

BERGSON, MR, MURPAY MAS BEEN APPROACHMED BY THEM TO WARN THE BTATE DEPARTMENT AGAINST

RECEIVING ANY RECPRESENTATIVE OF THE DERGSON GROUP, AMD ALL EMBASSIES HAVE BEEN SIMi=
LARLY APPROACHED,

MR, ISAJAM BEALIN, A FEW DAYS AGO, RETURNED FROM LONDON, AND DESCRIBED TO ME THE
BITUATION WITH REGARD To PALESTINE, COINCIDING WITH THE VIEWS OF STETTINIUS, HE POINTED
OUT THAT WHILE THE BRITISH QOVERNMENT MAY BE DISPLEASED WITH THE ANTI=HRITISH SPEECHES
AMD ARTICLES ONSPIRED BY ZIONIST LEADERS, THEY WOULD NOT FOR THESE REASONS CHANGE THEIR
POLICY, ACCORDING TO MIM, CHURCHILL AND WEIZIMANN HAVE LUNCHED A FEW TIMES, CHURCHILL
EMPHASIZED HIS PRO=ZIOMIST SYMPATHIES AND TOLD WEIZMANNE YOU KNOW THAT | HAVE GREAT DIF=
FICULTIES WITH VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE CABINET WITH THE WAR DEPARTMENT, THE FORE1GN
OFFICE, THE COLOMIAL OFFICE, THE ADMINISTRATION IN THE MiDOLE EAST, YOU ARE MAKING IT
MORE CIFFICULT FOR ME, THE ZI1ONISTS ENGAGE IN ANTI=BRITISH PROPAGANDA IN THE LNITED

STATES AND YOUR PEOPLE SMOOT BRITISM POLICEMEN IN PALESTINE,



CONFERENCE OF EMERGENCY COMMITTEES
Of The
ANERTCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Tuesday, May 22 and Wednesday, May 24, 1944

PREOGRANM
Tues 1544
Firat Session - 11:00 A, M.

Greetings - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

Opening Remarits = RBabbl Irving Miller

Heport on Washingston Situation = Habbl Leon I. Feuer

Report on Activities of the Emergency Councll - Harry L. Shepiro

Question and Discussion Period - Thirty Minutes

Plan of Committee on Scope of Future Activities - Chairman, Lester Cohen of
Uniontowm, Pa.

Adjournment
Second Sesslon = 1:30 P. M. = Luncheon Herman Shulman, Presiding
Subject - American Palestine Committee and Christian Council on Paleatine,
Reverend Carl Hermann Voes, Speaker
Dlscuasion = To be led by Judge David Diamond of Buffalo
Third Session - 3:30 P, M. = Pyblic Relations Harold P. Manson - Marvin Lowenthal
Discuseion = To be led by Philip Slomovitz of Detroit, Rabbi Manuel Laderman
of Denver, Judge Sanl Yager of Tulsa

Fourth Session = 7:00 P. M., = Dinner Honorable Jacob W, Mack, Presiding

Speskers = Max Zaritaky - Labor Relatlons

Emanuel Neumann = League for a Free Palestine

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver = The Current Politicfal Plcture
Instructions for Visits to Congressmen = Rebbl Leon I, Feuer and Lea B, Sack

adnes 24 ad

Fifth Session - 2:30 P. M.

Report of Program Committea
Discussion
Closing of Session



ERCGRAM COMMITTER

Lester Cohen, Tniontown, Pa, - Chalrman

Rabbl Max Maccoby, Mount Vernon, ¥. Y.
Rabbl Carl L, Manello, Wichita, Kans.
David Goldstein, Asbury Park, N. J.
Harold Goldemberg, Minnesroglis, Minm,
Harry M. Ehrlich, Springfield, lass.
Joseph Goldberg, Worcester, Mass.
Charles Rosengartem, Waterbury, Conn,
Edward Jacobs, Philadelphia, Pa.

Earry Levine, Leominster, Mass.

Babbi Louis J, Swichkow, Milweukee, Wisa.
Israel R. Goodmen, St. Louis, Mo

Babbi Robert P. Jacobs, Asheville, ¥, C.
Mortimer Mey, Nashville, Temnn. (1)
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AMERICAN PALESTINE COLLITTEE
1720 - l6th Street, N. W,
Washington, D, C,

MIchigan 4480
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TOR INGEDIATE RELEASE

Washington, D. C. — Leaders in the fields of government, education, science and
religion paid tribute on Vednesday evening, May 24th to Dr. Walter C. Lowdermilk,
Assistant Chief of the 50il Conservation Service of the United States, and emthor
of "Palestine, Land of Promise," Dr, Iowdormilk was honored at a testimonial dimnor
held at the Statler Hotel,

Spcakers at the dinnor included Senator Ralph Owen Browstor (R.-Maine) and
Senator Arthur Capper ER.-Ka.nma}‘ whose addregses were carried over the lMatual
Broadcasting Systems.

Other speakers included Dr, lowdermilk, Senator Robert F, Wagner (D.-New
York), Professor Abel Wolmen of Joine Hopkins University, Dr. Kan Lec, Commercial
Counselor to the Chincsc Embassy, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairmon of the Executive
Commi ttee, American Zionist Emergency Council, Hon, Harry W. Bashore, Commissioner
of Reclamation of the Department of Interior, and Dr. Emanuel Neumann, menber of
the Commission on Palestine Surveys. -

Honorary sponsors of the dinner included Louis Adamic, Hon Thurman W. Arnold,
lirs. Iouls D. Brandeis, Sen, Arthur Capper, Rep. Ranulf Compton, Prof, Albert
Einstein, Sen, Guy M. Gillette, William Green, Freda Kirchwey, Dr, Daniel L, Marsh,
Lt, Col, Frank lionaghan, Sen, Claude Pepper, Prof. Richard J, Purcell, Dr, Alexander
Sachs, Sen., Elbert D, Thomas, Sen. Arthur H., Vandenberg, Pierrc van Paassen, Dr,
Stephen §. Wise, Joel David Wolfsohn and Rep, James A, Wright,

Senator Wagner, Chairman of the American Palestine Committee, pointed out
that Dr, Lowdermilk went to the Noar Bast without any preconcoived notions as to
the political implications involved in a study of soil reclamation there; he
emarged, however, with a plan "which in the conslidered opinion of competent

(more)
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engineera, would nct only give the final and complete answer to those people who
have raised questions as to the sbsorptive capacity of Palestine, but vhich, when
fully implemented, would constitute a great boon to all of the inhabitants of that
arca of the world - Jow and Arab alike,"

Senator Wegner laudsd Dr, Lowdormillk as one who stands in the "very fore-
front of tho oxtromely small mumbor of gifted poople" who can "eombine the lossons
taught by the ruins of past civilizations with the technigue of modern science and
draw upon both to produce the elements essential to the building of the greater
civilications of the future,"

He declared that he is "convinced of the clomentary justice involved in tho
reconstitution of Palestine as tho Jewish Commonwealth," and hailed the Jewish
builders of modern Palestine for "the magnificent work already done in the improve—
ment of the soil by men and women who but yesterday wore physicians and attorneys
and teachers ond shopkeepers and who, by the hu'.rﬂ.ﬂ?t Iind of labor and the greatest
of devotion, are building a ney home for their people.!

Harry W, Doshore, Commissioner of Reclamation of the Department of Interior,
asserted that Dr, Towdermili's plan for Palestine "uims at the reclamation of a
country and the rehabilitation of a peonle," and added that "the Jordan Valley
Authority plan, as I see it, is not merely an interosting chapter in an intercsting
book but a great and promising project soundly conceived and technically feasible.
lihat the Burcou of Roclamaticn hns done at tho Boulder Dom on the Colorade River
ond hns done and is planning to do on the Columbia River through Grand Coulee Dam
canl be done in Polestine,” h

Dr. Inn Lee, Commercial Counselor to the Chinese Embnssy, paid tribute to
Dr. Lowdermilk as "o scientific warrior fighting cgninst soil erosion," smd added
that ®his interest cmbraces all humenity regardlcess of race or crood."

#The brillient reclamation project which he inspired will go a long way
toward the solution of the problem of livelihood of millions of Jews and Arabs;
that, by iteelf, entitles Dr, Lowdermilk to fame and distinetion, His Iand of

Promise goes far beyond Palestine," he sald.
(more)
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HESSAGE TO THE DIINER BY

PROFESSOR AIBERT EINSTEIN
"It is a signal privilege to extend a word of greeting to Walter Clay

Lowdermilk on the occasion of the Testimonial Dinner at the Statler Hotel in Wash-
ington, It is with a feeling of sincere regret that I cannot be among the men and
wome.n assombling to honor him,

"Ixperts in tho ficld of egricultural science and economic planning have
paid woll-descorvcd tribute to thc vision of Dr, Iowdormilk's study, which outlincs
g0 magpicious a future for tho dovelopment of the Near East.

"ifay I add my voice in streseing one aspect of Dr, Lowdermilk's book which
impregsed me most profoundly. It is his gemuine understanding of the religious
devotion to the rejuvenation of the soil which has characterized the work of the
Chalutzim (pioneers) in Palestine and which has made their endeavors, in the face
of overvhelming odds s0 great a success.

"This hour is, indoed, a tragic and sinieter one in Jewich history. Among
the most heartening experiences which we can have in so trying a period is that
friends rally to cur ronks, impressod by thc soundness and justice of ocur causc
and convinced that it will inevitably make a contribution to that better world to
which all of us look forward so prayerfully.”

L

LESSAGE TO THE DINMNER BY

i_SENATOR

PI desire to add my tribute to Dr, Lowdermilk, the mathor of 'Palestine,
Land of Promise,' I have read this volume with the most intense interest. Dr.
Iowdermilk has carried the T.V.,iA, idea to the opposite side of the earth. It is
only another evidence that the T.V.d, method of handling the natural resources
applies with equal force to the entire world,

"The controlling of the mmgry floods that cndanger our country, and putting

(more)
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to tho use and the heppiness of mankind what would otherwise be death dealing and
destructive, is the simple but effective method of handling these destructive
elements adopted and practiced by thc Tennessce Valley Juthority in ocur own land.
It is ~ yardstick that applies with equal forece to overy part of the world where
the happincss and the prospority of menkind is mado a roality and the samo mcthode
that will bring reliof from the roaring waters of destruction as they travel from
the mountains to the sea apply to every place in this world. It is hard to imagine
how selfish and greedy intoreste control so ofton our socizl and political
machinery, and fail to prevent damages by uncontrolled flood waters, and thus fail
to convert these Mniﬁ%%g&nta of destruction into calm and peaceful wators thot
will bring happincss and contentment to untold millions of God's suffering people.

"Dr. Iowdermilk has carried the T.V.A. idea to the other side of the world
where the same principles involved in the Tennesgee Valley Authority, when properly
applied will canvert the deserts of Palostine into gardems of fruitful happincss fo:
tho patient and suffering miltitudes that have boon ostracized, murderod and
slaughteored by the unconsclonsblo and morciloss conduet of the cnomlcs of amen

froedom ond human 1iborty."

"The problem of Palectine concerns us particularly tonight. Considered
politically, it is o knotty problem., It will have to be solved in the near future,
A political solution mast be found; o political decision must be made,

"But, as I listened to the course of the discussion this evening, the thought
did ocour to me that the problem of Polestinc may also be approached on a different
lovel, not only from the point of view of recsolving political conflicts, tut from
tho positive and constructive stondpoint of robuilding and oconomic roconstruction,
Who Imows but that the scientist ond engincer may succced, where the statcsmon ond
diplomn~t have tims for failed.

~ (more)
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"jfow we have heard from Dr. Iowdermilk, a scientist, a soil comservationist,
a reclamation expert, a man who avolds politics and political ccntroversy. He is
not a statesman, in the conventional sense of the word. But he has made a grent
discovery, vhich goes a long way toward removing at least cne of the mnjor issumos
in controversy. Ho has discovored a now dimension for Palestine. Its nome is
wator, Wator for irrigation, ond water for hydro-electrie power development, He
hns outlined this discovery in an exciting chapter of his books 'Polestine, Land
of Promige,! wiich nall of us should read. The consequences of this discovery is
to incrense effectivoly thoe size of Polostine; to double in effect its cultivable
arca; to provide power for ite industrinl development; to create rn basis for
trebling its present population., That is practical statesmanship in a deeper sense
of the term,

"In that little country, only g little larger than the state of liassachusets,
there is room, and to spare, for its present population and for millions of addi-
tional people - Jews and Arabs alike — and on a higher standard of living. Iot us
therefore be done with such doubts and the arpimonts based upon them.

"Armed with the findinge of our scientists and the plans of our engineers,
let the statesmen and diplomats approach the question of Palestine's politlcal
future, with a new confidence and determination, Iet them establish on the ancient
mountains of Judaea a New Hepublic, a new Commonwealth, the third Hebrew Common-
wealth, modelled wpon our own Republic, modern, progressive, democratic, dedicated

to justice, to peace and the brotherhood of man."

EX3ERPTS TROK AIDRESS BY SENATOR BREWSTER
"As a foremost world power, bearing a corrosponding responsibility for the
future peace of tae world, we are vitally concernad for thoe security and stability
of the Noar East and its placo in a democratic world order. Too long has tho Hoar
East been the broeding ground of international tensions and conflicts., TWe should,
hereafter, be interested not merely in the exploitaticn of its resources, but in
Imore)
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building up ite inbernal strength and in promoting the growth of a demncratic
soolety ahd $he building of a democratic civilization. We have no better means ab
hand to further thesc onds thon by cncouraging the further rapid dovclopment of
Paloctine, In a large mensurc, Polesbine is today the pace-moker of wostorn donow
erotic civilization in the Near Enchs

"It is the experimont station, the tosting ground, the pilot plant, whore
couragoous mon ~nd women = Jowigh sottlors and plonecors - are daily %orking out
mothods and tochnigues, by vhich that wholc vast ond nogleetod arco may be rowe
hnbilitated, rotricved from tho desert, ond reclaimed for civilization, Alrendy
the Nenr Enst is profiting by their exsmple,

"Therein, to my mind, lies the tremendous significance of Dr, Lowdermilkls
contribution, MAs Senator Wogner ond other speckers hove told you, this plon, which
Dr. Iowdormilk calls the %Jordnn Velley iuthority,! envisgges n serics of great
enginearing prejocts, godelled o1 our owvm reclomation achiovements in tho south and
in the west » tho Grand Cowleco, tho T.V,A., Boulder Dam, ond tho rost, Ho would
divert the woters of the Jordmn, its tributarios and other strcémn into n wast
notwork of irrigotion concls; he would comse the watir of tho Meditorroneon to flow
into the Dead Sea, geaefating mndreds of thousands of kilowatts of electrieal
energy. BEe would thus revelutionize both the agricultural and industrial econcmy
of the country, making rcom for additicnal millions of population, Palestine,
though small, can become great again and help the whole Near Bast recover some of
its former greatncss.

"It is a brilliant concepticns It is a ncble comception, It is a conception
woerthy of the best that American science and technclogy has to offer to the world,
I om thrilled ond proud that this pregrom for the rehabilitation of Palestine, hos
come from America, ond that these engincoring otudics and projects arc the handiwork

of Americnn selentists and enginoers,”

(morey



"Because of the urgency, the Commission on Palestine Surveys will accelerate
its work and the work of its experts so that final reports may be complete within
six months. They will be placed at the disposal of Dr. Chaim Weizmann, FPresident
of the Jewish Acency for Palesting and by him submitted for the consideration of
the appropriate official and unofficial bodies concerned with the future of Palcs-
tine,

"The Commission will thus have completed its labors, for it is not charged
with actual implementation, But we do not foul absolved from including within the
scope of our study sach all-important pragtical questions as that of the costs and
the evontual financing of the projects, The total capital that will be roquired
over a period of yoars may be large, perhaps $150,000,000 - porhaps $200,000,000,
but not too large a price for the roclamation of a country and the rehabilitation
of a people.

"As to the source of such capital, my personal opinion - and it is only a
porsonnl opinion = has alrcady been quoted to the effect that it cam be provided
through the cooperation of

(a) The Government of Palostine
(b) Jewish organizations
(e) Private investment capital, and

(d) By credits based upon Jewish property locted by the
Nazis, for which Germeny should make some restitution,

"lay I point out that the property tims looted from millions of European
Jews is estimated to run into the billione. Many, probobly most, of the owners
will have disappearcd « limuidated = without a trace, leaving no hoirs. Shall
their despoilers be left in peaccful posscssion of the loot? There were sbout
1,000,000 Jews in Germany and Austriz alone before the war; very few of them will
be alive, But what of their personal ond immovable property? What of the land, the
buildings, the factories they once owmed - the product of generations of savings,

(more)
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toil and industry? Shall not this property, which can be traced and identified,
be constituted ns a trust fund and used for rehabilitating and regettling the eur-
Viving victinme of Nazi crimos?

#It will be noted that I am not speaking of reparations but of pestitution
of stolon goods. There can be no reparation for those and other millions of huaman
lives, no adequate reparation for crimes so vast and so monstrous. But a measure
of restitution can be offected.

"I would, therefore, visualize two steps:

"First: Setting up a Restitution Commigsion to study the question in all its
aspects, to gathor all relevant information, to map out a program of restitution,

WSecond: Setting up, under United Nations smspices, of a Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Trust as the financial instrument for effcctuating these plans, The
Trust should take over and administer all such looted property, to be graduslly
lionidated ovar a poeriod of years and tho procecds to be used for the purposcs
deseribed. Once such a Trust 1s establisghod provision can bc made for temporary
credits, socurcd by its holdings, so that the programs of rehabilitation and re-
settlement might go forward," '

— s = e
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(From a letter Dr. Silver sent to lir. Herman Shulman
on Hay 25, 1944) :
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May 25, 1944

Mz, Louis Lipsky
286 Tourth Avenue
Wew York, New Yoxk
My dear friends

I am enxions to ses progress made on the volume of
Congreseional epinion on Paleatine, and imerica‘'s relationship
to the Jewigh National Home, The most of the work comnected
with gathering the opinion of Congressmen has been done and the
rest of the work is being followed up aggressively. It ough®
to be in in two weeks., In the New York office, the historical
background documents; ete. is to be drafted with the sid of
our fesearch Department, I trust bbat this work is being rushed
to completion,

The volume siould be out sometimes in July because we
are planning %o make a major move Yor the action on our hesolu~
tions sometimes in Angust or early in September, Ve should
want %o place this volume in the hand of every Congressman and
Senator by the end of July. I should be very happy to hear
from you ae to the progress which you are making in this direction,

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
AfiB1sby

(dictated btut not signed)



May 25, 1944

Hr. E.m Skmlman
29 Broadway
New York, New York

My dear ¥r, Simlman)

I Shought that our Conference in Washington was eminently successful,
and the meeting lust evening bad & real 1ift and quality %o it. I believe
that the official community at Washingtom is coming %o entertain an attitude
of resnect for our cause and the mamner of our presentation of it to the
puhlic,

I am happy that we have finally succesdsd in getiing an Executive
Director for tue American Palestine Comudttee, As I understand it, he
will take wp his offieial duties the first of the coming month,

I should like the present committee to conclude the :mtter of the re-
lationship between the Pmergeney Council and Dr, Goldman, This matter
should not be left hanging in the air, Seriovs gomplications might develop
waieh wonld edbarrases our work here in Washington, The basie of an agree=-
ment is & very simple one, The initlative in deciding what contocts saculd
be made and with whom; in goverament circles, muet be leoft with the Emer-
geney Committes. Dr., Goldman,will, of courss, be used freguently om sush
missions as often as hie precence will be desmed helpful, The Buresn of
the Agency will be free to ini tiate whatever sctivities he deasms neceassary
with countries outside of the United States, Dut all contacts with United
States Governmeat officisls and the British Evbasey must first Ve cleared
through the Zionist Emergensy Council.

1 would alse appreciate if you would draft, verhaps in consultation
with one or two other people, the kind of & plank wiaich we would likes %o
see written into the platforms of both politieal parties, The plunks
ghould B2 brief, noc more than a single parsgraph of four or five santences.
As sgon as you have that draft, would you plesse send it down to me, I
would sugsest that you look over the political platforme of previous years
and study the charescter of the planike introduced in tiem with reference to
the Irish ¥ree State, etc, Tnese plutforms are avallable in our office in
Yew York. A study of them hes been made by our Hesearch Department,

With all good wishes, I remain
Very cordially yours,

AHSysbr Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
(dictated but not signed)
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NATIONAL LABCR COMMITTEE FOR PAIESTINE
43 Eeet 17th Street
New York City

(Based on information furnished by secretary of the Committee)

The Naticnal Labor Committee for Palestine (also known as the Gewerk-
shaften Ohmpalgn) was organized in 1925 upon the initiative of the United Hebrew
Tradoe of New York City. Its purpose is to mobilize American support for the work
of the General Federation of Jewish Lebor (Hietadrut Haovdim) Iin Palestine., In
cooperation with a network of Jewish unions, the Jewish Naticnal Workers' Alliance
and many branchea of the Workmen's Circle, Poale Zicn groupa, youth groups and
lendsmanshaften, the Committee conducts an annual fund-ralsing cempalgn on behalf
of the Histadrut.

Structure and Function

The Comnittee's highest governing body is the amnnual convention composed
of delegates of the cooperating organizations. In 1943, scme 1,000 national and
local organizations were rerresented., The conventicn elects a National Governing
Council of 250 members, who meet gquarterly, and an Adminiatrative Committee of 2%
(most of whom are New York residents) which supervises the Committee's administra-
tive work, The Committee's steff comprises the netional secretary, a national
crganizer who supervisea a corps of reglonal organizers, and a fund-ralsing ataff
which conducte the New York Clty campaign. Outside New York, funds are ralsed by
local committeea consisting of representatives from the local branches of cooper-
eting organlzatlions,

The baslic polliey of the National Labor Committee 1a to econduct independent
campaipns. A local committee may, however, subject to the approval of the national
office, forego en independent eppeal in favor of participating in the community
welfare fund, With the ald of the national office, which suppliea speskers, liter-
ature, etc,, local committees organize mesa meetings and reglonal conventions, Thelr
aim is to secure not only financlel, but also moral support and interest in the cause
of Jewish labor as a constructive factor in the bullding of a Jewlsh homeland Iin
Palestine,

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS
NATIONAL OFFICE: 165 WEST 46th STREET - NEW YORK 19, N. Y.
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Finances

During the five-year period 1938-19k2, collections by the National Labor
Committee more than doubled. In the fiscal year ended September 30, 1943, collec-
tione by the Coomittee, as distinct from those of the Ploneer Women's Organization,
amounted to nearly $687,000, an increase of more than $200,000 over the preceding
year. This increase was attributable principally to the independent campaigns both
in New York end elsewhere; the rise in welfare fund grants was much smaller, both
in dollars end percentagewise (see table at end of report). For the curremnt fiscal
year - ending September 30, 194k - the cempaign of the Nationel Lebor Committee
ie $1,500,000 as compared with $1,000,000 for 1942-43,

Administrative expense in 1942-43 was sbout $131,400, scme 19 percent of
the collections. This level of cost is rather high 1f all of It i1e to be charged
to fund-reising, It ie to be noted, however, that the ccat of propaganda activities
on behalf of the Histadrut 1s included In the total above and that all but 20 percent
of the collectliona are received from 1 dent campaigns., The 19 percent cost in
1942-43 represents & reduction from the 24 percent ratio in 1941-42,

Histadrut Haovdim

The net proceeds of the National Labor Committee campaigns are remitted to
the Histadrut Iin Palestine, The Histadrut was founded in 1920 for the purpose of
"advancing all the social, sconomic, and cultural interests of the working class in
Palestine and of building a Jewish society of lsbor in Eretz Israel."” From an
initial membership of 4,400, 1t has grown to an organization numbering sbout 139,000
membera In 1943, comprising epproximately 73 percent of all Jewish labor in Palestine.
Thias figure Includes not only wage and szlary workera, but also perscns self-employed
in agriciture and in the professiocns as wvell as some wives of members. In addition
to its purely trade union functiona, the Histadrut haa developed a many-sided
program of social assistance (slckness, Invalidity, old apge and unemployment),
educational and cultural activities, ploneer mess immigration, agricultural and
industrial labor cooperatives, housing, publlic works, and defense and mobilization
for Palestine's war effort., It has also come to play an increasingly important role
in the political and civic affairs of the country. (A detailed study of the Histedrut
i now In preparation by the Council; when issued it should be conmsulted In comnectior
with this report.) .

During the early years, the program of the Histadrut wes supported meinly
by funds raised in the United States. Since 1950, however, the Histadrut has
financed its organizational needs, soclal service program, and a major share of 1ts
cultural and educational activities through membership dues and earninga. The funds
recelved through the National Labor Committee have been used chiefly for its broader
economic and social programs, cormected with immigration, settlement, defense and
wayr mobilization. These activitiea are part of the general effort for the develop-
ment of Palestine '‘and increasing its absorptive capacity; the financial contributions
made to this effort by and through the Histadrut is relatively minor when compered
with the amounts made avallable through the Jewish Agency and the Jewish National
Fund. In the fiscal year ended September 30, 1941, income from membership dues and
earnings smounted to $1,145,000, as compared with some $375,000 received from
and through the National Labor Committee. In the fiscal year 1941-42, income from
membership dues was $2,020,000, as compared with $4l1,000 received through the
National Labor Committee. Complete figurea covering the receipta of the Histadrut
for 1942-43 are not available.




‘!

3.

American funds for the Histadrut are obtained also through the Picneer
Women's Organization (see separate report) which campaigns on behelf of the Council
of Working Women, This Council is an organization of all women members (including
members! wives) of the Histadrut and 18, among other thinga, reasponaible for a
program of training and settlement for immigrant girla end women, an integral part
of the Histadrut program. The Piloneer Women's funds are included in the total
transmitted to Palestine through the National Labor Committee.

Histedrut Progrems Financed with imerican Funda

Agricultural Colonization has received primary emphasis in the Histadrut
rrogram of bullding a labor commonwealth, In 1941, 134 sgricultural settlements,
with e population of 40,000 - of a total of 236 such settlementa - were affiliated
with the Histadrut; these settlements were operated on either a collective or
cooperative basias., By the end of 1943 the number of such labor settlements was 171.
The Histedrut policy has been to emphasize mixed rather than one-crop farming -
cereal, vegetable, dairy and poultry products rather than elitrus frult or viticulture,
The labor settlements lease land at & nominal rentel from the Jewlsh National Fund,
and to a smaller extent use land owned by the Palestine Jewish Colonization Soclety
(the Palestine ICA). While the basic funds are provided initially by the Palestine
Foundation Fund (fiscal instrument of the Jewish Agency), the Histadrut has sup-
plied, through its cooperative egricultural finance association Nir, medium term
credlt for irrigetion syastems, water aupply, tools and mechinery, seed, feed, and
the llke, The Nir has also made lopg-term loans to the new settlements in the un-
develcped and strategically situated areas such as the Negev end Galliles. In war
time Nir financing has also been used for auxiliary vegetable gardens as part of
the emergency food production program,

Immigration - The Histadrut program includes the training of ploneers for
labor settlements and thelr absorption-into colonies end cooperatives. Pioneers
are prepared for immigration through Hechalutz, a world-wide organization affiliated
8 an sutoncmous body with the Hiatadrut. In the United States, Hechalutz training
farms are bemeficiaries of the Americen Fund for Palestinian Institutions, while
branches in other countries receive financial essistance from the Histadrut, Jewish
Agency and Joint Distribution Committee. Within Palestine, Histadrut erecta labor
camps and other facilitles for the housing of immigrants pending their placement
in sgricultural colonies or industriasl employment.

Cooperatives and Industrial Enterprises - All Histadrut members are lpaoc
facto members of the Hevrat Haovdim (General Cooperative Association of Jewish Labor)
the holding company for a network of producera, marketing, credit and consumer co-
operatives, The Histadrut has also been developing a program of cocperative housing
in urban and suburban settlemente., In recent years i1t has entered more actively intc
the 1nduatrial 1ife of Peleatine. It !a atated that the number of workers engaged
in industrial enterprises directly operated by the Histadrut has grown sevenfold In
the past three years, and that 24k factories and workshops were operated by the
Hiptedrut in 1943, OFf them, 177 are located in agricultural ssttlements, and
speciallize in agricultural implements, produced both for intermal use end for export.

With the help of American funds, the Histadrut has slso orgemnized the
following companies: Solel Boneh, engaped in contract construction; Nachshon,
organized In 1937 for the purpose of developing the shipbuilding, shipping and fish-
ing Industrles, and tralning workera for them; Aviron (operated in conjunction with
the Jewish Agency), engaged In alrplane production and treining avlators; and Hassneh
an !nsurance cocperative.




Defense and Moblllzation - During the war period, a pubstantial portion of
American funds have been used by the Histadrut in defense and mobilizatlion programs.
Major emphasis has been placed on the voluntary recruiting of men and women for the
armed forcems, defense industries and clvilian defense dutiea.

Dislocatlione resulting from the war effort have been met through speclal
apalistance to familles In the form of low-cost foodstuffs, free medical service,
end child eere. During the past year, new actlivitles in the form of housing, medical
care and retraining were undertaken on behalf of returning soldiers Invalided by the
wer. Some work has also been done In training instructers for "rescue legiona" to
be dispatched to liberated territory in Europe.

Arab Jewlsh Relatlons - In 1929, the Histadrut established a confederation
of Jewlish Arab labor known as the Palestine Labor Lesgue, under whose auspices a
relatively small number of Arab workers have been organized into either Arab or
mixed Jewigh-Arab Unfons. All members of the League participate in the Histadrut
sick fund, During the war period, emphasie hdgs been placed on improving the wape
standerds of large numbers of Arabd workers employed on Government projecta. The
Histadrut has, since 1357, published an Areb newspaper with the aid of American funds

Other Activities - Social, cultural and educat!onal activities In cities,
ploneering settlements and war and defense campa, including general and vocetional
achools, youth programa, eports organizeticme, theatres, publications, lectures, etc
form an Importent section of the Histadrut progrem.

Utilization of American Funds in 1942-43 - In the year ended September 30,
194%, the National Labor Committee remitted to Peleatine $631,742, In the same
period the Histadrut received $7,268 in foreign funds from countries other than the
United States and Canada. A statement recelved from Falestine asccounts for the
disposition of $665,562, substantially all of the above amounts, excluding only
1P 6000, credited on the H!stadrut books in Octcber 1943, The disposition as shown
in the Palestine report is as followa:

Inveated in sharea of Nir and directly in agricultural

colonization and emergency food production $197,910 .
Invested in bulldings for schools, gymnasias, theatres,

etc. and other capital investments for urban and

suburban settlements 146,488
Spent for mobllizatiom, "USO" sctivities, msaistance
to familieg of soldiers and other wer ectlivitles 113,080

Spent for reception of immigrants, activities of
working women, labor hygleme and protectlom,

organizetion of Arab workers 108,007
Spent for education, vocational training and cultursl

activities primerily among the youth 87,771
Spent for Histadrut representation end propeganda

abroad (inel.for Hechalutz) 10,377
Buspense itemn 1,980

TOTAL $665,562
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| 0fficers of the Netional Labor Committee

National Chairmen: Joseph Schlossberg

Co-Chairmen: Joseph Breslau

Israel H. Goldberg
Loule Hollander
Alexander Eahn

David Pinski

; Alex Roae

Chairman, Administrative

Committes: Isidore Nagler

Nationel Treasurers:

National Secretayy:

Assoclete Secretarles.

Aselatant Secretary:

Max Zaritsky
Abraham Miller

Isasc Hamlin

Harry Arial
Benjamin Teller

Saadlia Gelb

CASH RECETPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
(Based on certified financial report)

12 Months
ﬂﬁt-lghﬂ-
CASH RECEIPTS Sept .1943
Contributions
From federations and welfare funds  § 136,059
New York cempaign 185,818
Other independent appeals 364,868
From Ploneer Women's Organization 150,500
Miacellaneous 4,291
TOTAL § §21,536
DISBEURSEMENTS
Transmitted to Palestine $ 681,7he
Adminiatration,promotlion and
fund-raiaing 151,k0kL
Miscellaneous 3,922
TOTAL § 817,068

Dvora Rothbard
Louis Segal
Herman Seidel
David Wertheim
William Wolpert

13 Months
SGPtllghl-

Sept.19k2

$ 115,618
101,706
89,547

“u"rl

$ Lhk1,068
117,243

$ 565,610
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Honorable Edward R. Stettinius
Under-Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:
Eﬁﬁd&%{ﬂ

T 4 # We need hardly tell you how deeply gratified we
v L . were over that which you told us with reapect to the general
WA S '&.,’ situation in Europe and, more especially, with regard to what
W you evidently feel are t.hn justified bopes for the rightful
'f2 solution of ‘the Zionist problem. Your word to us was indeed
*ﬂ 7% most heartening, and we shall look forward with high anticipation
to mid-August, wh n we may hope to resume the discussion of
the subject with you and the President.

The outlines of the situation, as you put them to us, were
., admorable, but we are concerned lest they be predicuted upon Partition.
1?&1&5'&111& partitioned would be a further fragmentation of & SmETL

country — about 10,000 square miles in all — as compared w

the million square miles of the nr%w
"it for granted that you and the Pres gel as we are told Mr.
Churchill fﬂala — inhospitable to the idea of further partitioning,
Biminish] Iil ne. which since 1919 has kmezms been of

to carty t

We are, dsar Mr. Secretary, with warmest regard,
Faithfully yours,

Abba Hillel Silver

Stephen S. Wise




Rabbi Leon I. Feuer
American Zionist Emergency Council
1720 - 16th Street H.¥W.
Washington, D.C.

My dear Leons

I understend that George Creel callad on yom
with roference to an articla shich he would like to write
in Collier's about the Bergson group. I do mot t .ink that
the subject is of sufficient importance to rute an article
in a non-Jewish magasine of such large circulstion. It
will give too much prominence to this sroup.

On the other hand, it would be highly desirable
for Hr. Creel to write & stralght Zionist article presenting -
our case to the American public. He might use the Jordan
Vallsy idea and Dr. Lowlermilk as & starting point for such
an article. In the Emglish magazines, it is far more important
to present the positive side of cur case tasa to inforam the
non-Jewish world of immer fights among Jeus.

I hope that you are making rapid progress in
collecting congressional copinions for sur book. Please
keep in touch with Mr, Lipsky and Dr. Barkson of our
Rasearch Departmept and check up on the progress of their
end of the work.

With all good wishes, I remain

As sver yours,

AlIS:BK




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENQY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, 'N YQRK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Dr, Abbz Hillel Silver Hase June 2, 1944
The Temnle, CReveland, Ohio
From  Arthur Lourie

In accordance with your request I encloge a brief memorandum on
the immigration poeition, for considerstion at Mondey's meeting of

the Council,

AL:CK
Fne,




The Prlestine White Paper and the Present Poeition
in Begerd to Jewich Immigration,

1. The White Paper provided for an annusl quota of 10,000 immi-
grents for the five year period from April, 1939, subject to tha eco-
nomic abeorptive capacity principle; in additiom 25,000 refugees were
to be admitted as soon pe the High Commignioner wes gatisfied that
aedequete provigion for their meintensnce was ensgured,

2¢ In preetice the British Government made no disgtinetion in the
immigretion gquotss allocated from time to time between "refugee" pnd
other immigrants, Thus in the letter of the Under-Secretary of St-te
for the Colonies to Mr, Shertak in London, dated April 5, 1944, a state-
ment of the immigrstion account is given which mskee no digtinction be-
tween the different categories of immigrente,

3, In terms of the Under-Secretary's letter, the balance of Jewigh
immigrents who could still enter Pslestine as of Jenuary 1, 1944 agninst
the fizure of 75,000 was about 27,500, Assuming that gome three or four
thouseand immigrants have entered since that date, the preeent balance
would be about 24,000.

4, In the course of Mr, Shertok'e conversetions with the Thder-
Secretary he wes informed that it was proposed to use the balence of these
cortificates mlmoet exclusively for fugitives from eneny countriee and
that applications for wounldsbe-immigrente from "safe" countries would be
congldered only in respect of each individual gpplicant -- that 1s to say

no block grant would be made avellsble for euch prospective immigrents,
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Representations by Mr., Shertol in oppoeition to thie ruling apparently
succeeded in achieving only very minor modifiecstione.

S« In mecordance with a cablegram from Dr, Bernerd Joeeph, dated
Adpril 18, 1944, to this office, the Jewlegh Agency in Jerusalem eebled
London that they reg=rded the decision of the Colomial Office ae mean-
ing the virtual cessation of immigration from non-Nazi countries and
that it was necessary urgently to obtain at least 6,000 certificates for
refogees in Itely, Spain, Aden, Tanglers, Caesadlenca, and Turkey,

fs Confidential informetion received from the War Hefugee Board
indicates that the Eritish have now sgreed to male available certifi-
categ for all Jews reaching Turkey; the numbers at present arriving,
however, are small, On the other hand there scems to be some possibility
of rescuing Jews from Hungary by bringing them via Yagoslavia to southern
Itely, The trouble here, however, is that there is elready considersble
refuzees congeetion and 1t would be necessary to remove egay five thousand
Jewg in order to get the military authoritie=s to sgree to the entry of
additional numbere from Yugoslavia én any substantirl scele. The failure
of the PBritish to molke available Palestine certificmtes for these refu-
gees at present in Italy is accordingly preventing the rescue of othere,
This situstion accounts in part for the desire of the War Refugee Board
to put throuzh the idea of "free ports" =0 as to be in a poeition to drain
off refugees from the immediate reception sreas.

7. Following the receipt on April 26th of HOr, Bernard Joseph's cecble
of April 18th, a cable was sent him from thie office enquiring as to
whether any action was called for on our part at thie time, Dr, Joseph

replied merely that the cable had been sent us for the information of the
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Emergency Comneil. In view of the additional informetion received
from the War Hefugee Board, however, the question should be conesidered

now
o8 to whether publicity should mot .{h given to the whole matter,

£ £

AL;:CE
6/2/44
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JEWISH FEDERATIONS ASSEMBLY OFENS TODAY TO DISCUSS WAR FROBLEMS AND POST-WAR FLANNING

FITTSBURGH, Pas Febs 3¢ (JTA) == More than 600 leaders of Jewish conmunities
from all parts of the ecountry gathered here today to discuss American Jewish war prob-
lems and vital post-wnr needs at the General Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federa=-
tions and welfare Funds which opens tomorrow at the William Penn Hotel,

The Assembly, which will last four days, will open with group discussions on
war and postewar plenning, fundereising problems, Jewish community orgenizetion and
civie+protective services. It is the leading forum at which Jewish community leaders
exchange idens and experience, develop policy, and stimulate nction on problems con-
cerning Jewish social services and community financing egenciess

Among other questions, the Assembly will discuss the problem of pnti-Semitiem
in Americas "Anti-Semitism hes not decreassed,” says a statement published by the
Council on the eve of the opening of the Assembly. "Thoughtful American Jews ere seeke-
ing more effective mechinery for combatting it, In this aree, not only the national
civie-protective agencies, but the locel communities es well ere involved. In faot,
the local community's role hane been incressing during the last few years to a degree
that warrants exsminstion today of the structure and procedures being developed.”

The stetement also points out that the tide of war having turned imexorably
in favor of the United Nations, "it is imperative that we take up the question of re-
lief end reconstruction in reconquered arecs, ond specifically the role of the private
egencies in relotionship to govermment progrems, Long-term rehabilitation in addition
to immediate relief, must be developed."

CHURCHILL PERMITS ZIONISTS TO ANNOUNCE HE STILL FAVORS JEWISE HOMELAND IN PALESTINE

WASHINGTON, Febe 5¢ (JTA) =~ Prime Minkster Winston Churchill, after a
recent interview with Zionist lesders, gnve them permission to quote him as still
favoring the Balfour Declaration which provides for the esteblishment of a Jewish
National Home in Paleetine, Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, chairmen of the American Zionist
Emergenoy Council reveanled here todays

Dr. Silver made this 'disclosure et e press luncheon et which it was learned
that the House Foreign Affeirs Committee would begin open hearings next Tuesday on
the resclution pending in Congress favoring free immigration into Palestine and the
establishment of a Jewish Commorwealth there, Dr. Silver seid he anticipated no
organized opposition to the resoclution in either house of Congress.

Dre Silver also disclosed that he had visited the Turkish embessy in Weshinge
ton in an effort to increase the number of Jews permitted to pass through Turkey on
their way to Palestine. This number is now limited to 400 & month, he seide He attri-
buted British opposition to the establishment of & Jewish Commonweelth to a group of
offieials within the British civil service, and predicted that a change in British
poliey would soon comes He pointed out that Secretary of Stete Cordell Hull hed
expressed himself publicly ae supporting the position of the Unlted Stetes in favor
of £t he Balfour Declaratione
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FALESTINE RESOLUTION ISSUE RAISED BEFORE HOUSE; FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CRITICIZED

WASHINGTON, Morch l4. (JTA) =-- The question of action by Congress on the
Pelestine resolution, which has been shelved by the House Foreigao Affairs Committee
end by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, coame up for discussion teday ém
the House, whem Rep. Samuel Dickstein of New York announced that he intends to file
8 petition to bring the resolution before the House, unless the Foreign Affairs Com—
mittee ncte on the measure by the end of next week. The signatures of 218 Congressmen
ore required to discharge & committee from consideration of a bill.

Diecussion on the Palestine reeclution sterted when Reps Martin J. Kennedy,
of New York, raised the question of whether it would be parliamentary procedure to
file @ discharge petitions Exploining that such a procedure wes permissible, Repa
Dickstein said;

"A1l membere. of the House were hoping end waiting for an opportunity %o support
the resolution which would persuede the British Government - just the guardian for
Palestine - to open its doors to the many thousands who could easily get there. But
we heor todey around the capitol and other places thet the Wegner end Wright Resolu-
tions have been tabled in committee."

Congressmen Suggest Omission of "Commonwealth" from Resolution

A suggestion that the word "Commonwealth" be omitted from the Palestine
resolution was voiced during today's discussion by Rep. Hamilton Fish, and supperted
by Reps Emanuel Celler.

"Are the congressmen just going to make specches and let it go at that, or
are we going to strive to get motion from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, even if
it is necessary to emend the originsl proposal?” Reps Fish msked. "I have an idea
thet if thie thing were put in proper form, that is, in a form which we could come out
end repudiate the White Paper snd uphold the Balfour Resclution upen which Congress
has voted unanimously, we could get nction. What I am interested in is sction ta
permit those hounded and persecuted Jewe to find a haven, e refuge, & homelend in
Falestine."

Repe Emanuel Celler, in supporting the suggestion to emend the resolution
by striking out ell references to the establishment of o commonweelth, seidy "If we
cen get that resolution past the House Foreign Affeirs Committee without the use of
the word 'Commorweelth,' I certainly would be for that proposal.s If we get that
resolution through ond thereby needle and spur England into withdrawing the White Paper
end nllowing the entronce of Jows into Prnlestine, even for temporary purposes, we will
be going e great long woy."

Heps Ed Howe, of Ohio, opprsed such en emendment saying thet it was impossible
to "modify" the correction of = wrongs bHe said that the complaints from Arab govern=
ments secmed to be the compleints of "some international peliticians, particularly
those interested in Empire rights."

In answer to questions from Reps Walter F. Brehm, of Ohio, end James F.
0'Connor, of Montmns, Celler charged thet Englend was afraid of the competition thet
would be offered by e Palestine industrialized by the Jews.

JEWISH DETECTIVE ASSASSINATED NEAR TEL AVIV BY UNENOWN TERRORIST

. JERUSALEM, March 14. (JTi) == A Jewish pleinclothesmen, Zvee Jecob Flesh,
was shot to death todey in front of his home in the settlement of Ramath Gen near Tel
Aviv. An unknown mssmssin fired five bullets into Flesh's bodye The policeman, who
wes 26, was brought to Pelestine from Germanyten years ego by the Youth Aliych.
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April 11, 1944
CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM TO WRITERS' WAR BOARD

(This memorsndum has just been received from an eminent American
writer recently returned from the Middle East. It does not state
the position of the Writers'! War Board on Zioniem, for the Weiters!
War Board has taken no position on that question, It is sent for
your information and consideration.)

Confusion and prejudice to the good purposes we hope to serve im this
war are being caused by the preseatetion given the problems of Zioniem,
Pelestine end the Jewish refugees by the American press and public figures,
Mass meetings are held, statements are made, an agitation 1z steadily ear-
ried on, the general aim of which is to mumddle all these questions up to-
gether and deliver them in one ultra-simple solutiom; open Palestine to the
Jewigh refugees. When the British government which is responsible for the
preservation of order in the Middle East refuses to adopt this solution, it
ie vilified; when it ig clear that Palestine is not going to be opened wp,
at least at this moment, responsible authority declares that "Europe and
Agia" must do so, "Europe and Asia" -- laerge areas, most of which we do not
eontrol -- btut pnot America,

The generel impression given of America's mind and intentions by all
this ig bed, The Americans are not such hypocrites as our publie figzures
moke us out to be, We prefer clarity if we can get 1t, Clarity would demand
at the outset a separstion of these two distince guestions:

(1) Pelestine Zionism, which aims at the creatiom of m Jewish state in
the Arsb world, with more or less floating or progreessive frontiers depeml-
ing on how many colonists cam be pumped in;

(2) The Jewish refugees of eastern Europe, a persecuted and unhappy
product of the Nazl tyrenny, whom it is our most obvlious duty to help inte
conditions where life and some hope may be possibdle.

These two questions must be seen to be of quite differemt orders. The
first is political and the seconi lumanitarian, 3By stirring up Americen
feeling on the second question, and applying the heat thus engendered to the
first question, the Zlonists are executing a simple politicel manceuvre to
forward the long-range purposes they have in wind, without regard to our war
necessities, the present situation in the Middle East, or even -- it muast be
gald -- for the true interest of the bulk of the Jewigh refugees in eastern
Furope. Four million Jewlsh refugees could mot possibly get into Palestine
within a decade, no matter how much reclemation and irrigation and cepital
support might be gpplied to the problem, Most of them must go elsewhere,
Therefore why the agitation about Palestine?

At a moment when our intentions are being scrutinized and questioned
by the snxious peoples of the whole world, to whom we pose as liberators and
to whom we have promiged four almost limitless freedoms, it is most umnfor-
tmate that we offer nothing whatever on the Jewieh gquestion except propoeals
to dodge it, The question is: are we truly disposed to help the Jewigh
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refugees? If so, why do we not admit them to the United States of America
and agk our allies im the British Commonwealth of Hatione, where there are
vast uninhsbited territories, to do likewise?

&nd 1f we are umwilling to do this, Why do we take a high morel atti
tude towarde the British, the Arabs and Palestine?

We are asking the whole rest of the world ("Burope and Asia") to do
what we will not ourselves do. ind We are perhaps the only people in the
world who could reslly deal with the problem if we wished,

Moch of the confusion is caused by the desire of certain senators and
representetives to obtaln votes; much is caused by organized propaganda;
mach by carelessnsss snd ordinery muddle-heasdedness. However, some of us
feel thet an opposing point of view ghould be at least stated, so that it
will not be idly supposed, by people who have thought little sbout this
problem, that Zioniem is the only or even the bast solutiom. To some of us
it seems no solution at all, but merely an ageravation of the evil.

It 1a quite impossible to argue with a convinced Zionist, either Jewish
or non-Jewleh — that is, with a person who has already made up his mind that
a Jewlsh state in the Ared world is right, will solve the Jewish prodblem, will
hgve good resulta and conduce to peace and good will, Those who hold thias
belief will continue to hold it in epite of any event, circumstz=nce or condi-
tion, Byt they should not impose uwpon the whole of imericsm public opinion
s completely one-zided view of such an immense moral problem. Other pointe
of view should be stated, Americans should fece the fact that the Jewish
problem hae become an American problem because we have posged before the whole
world as the champion of the Jews and bhave in point of fact done nothing what-
ever to help the most tragic sufferers from the hell of Nazi Europe,
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Abba Hillel Silver, D. D.

The Temple

East 106th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Friend:

Dr. Goldstein, our president, has appointed me chairmen
of the committee in charge of our forthooming Convention, schedulad
to be held in New York City on Ootober 1l4th, 15th and 18th.

I would appreciate it very much if you would assist me in
helping plan the program of the Convention. I know that you can
be most helpful if you would but take a few minutes to put dowm
in writing the thoughts that you may have in mind pertaining to
the Convention.

May I call to your attention one of the major considera-
tions confronting us is the integration into Zionism of the large
percentage of our present msmbership who became affiliated with
the Organization during the current year. What can we do to make
them conscious of the significance of thelr affiliation?

How oan we utilize outstanding lay leadership at this Con-
vention thus giving the Organieation the benefit of their exper-
ience and at the same time giving the delegates a real sense of
participation in our deliberations and decisions?

What should in your judgment be the "theme™ of this Con~-
vention - (a) The American-Jewish scene? (b) The political sit-
uation? (e) The cultural aspsoct of our movement? or (d) Combatt-
ing the anti-Zionists within our community?

I would also like to have your oplnion as to the advisa-
bility of inviting Sumner Wells as one of the speakers at the
Convention. How would Hull feel about it?

May I hear from you soon? Please!l

Yours for Zion rebuilt,

/ﬁ:z._./

Daniel Frisch

DF:BT




lir. M‘l Frisch
512 Insurence Building .
Indlanapolis, Indiana f

My dear Friend:

I have been giving the matter of the invitution to \.,‘:
Sumner Welles considerable thought. I do not see why he it
should not be invited to address the convention of the ZOA.
He is a great friemd of our cause, and the fact that
full may not like him is no reason why he should
not be invited. There is no fear about irritating the
Secretary. He has 80 far done nothing for us, and a little
irritation might be wery helpful.

I know th.t you are suger to have "lay" participetion
in the Convention. Ewvery convention sterts out with such
& commerdable wigh. Unlortunately there are too many
Zionist notables who pust appear om the program that have a
"chazakah¥....To ask them to move over &nd muke room for
someone else is to incite to revolution and reprissls, If
you have the courage to face the musiec — go to it.

Because this is an election year, and the Conventiom
will meet less tham & month befsre election, it is of utmost
importance to make sure of the non-partisan character of the
Convention. If political figures are invited, then we cust
sure th.t they will represent both political parties.
is particularly important in view eof the very fine
on Palestine which the Republicam Party has included
in its Platform, and in view of the strong pro-Zionist

sympathies which Governor Dewey has expressed.

For your benefit, I am enclosing a letter which I
sent yesterday to Dr. Wise. It may guide you in any
discussions which may come up at the meeting of the Executive
of the ZOA next Sunday.

bl

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,
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Mr. Louls Segal, General Becretary
Jewish Nutional Workers' Alliance
45 Esst 17th Stredt

Hew York 3, N.Y.

My dear Friemd:

. Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness in sending me a
copy of the letter which you reived from Stettinius, This official
confirmation is highly welcome.

I note in the Yiddish press of this Sunday, that a testimonial
dinner is being given to Congressmun Blooam and thuat you and other
leaders of the Poale Zlom, a3 well a&s othar Jewish lesaders, are on
the sponsoring committee. I huve no objection to Congresssan Bloom
or to his re-elecilon, but if seems to me that Zionist leaders ought
to make sure armtcwmmplmhdnﬂth reference to
the Palestine Restlution whiich is at presont buried in the Foreign
Affairs Committee, of shich he chairman. He is the key man in the
situ tion, and up to this moment, we have been unable to get a
definite commitment from him whether he plans to bring cut the
Resolution and when, and whether he will aggressively push favorable
action on 1it.

As you probably know, his relationship to the Resclution has
never been straicht forward. At times it seamed as though he was
playing ball with us and we praised him for his position, which
praise he has since Incorporated in the printed wvolume of the hearings
of the Foreign Affalirs Committee. Simultansously he iried to press
amendments upon us which would have completely defeated the purposes
of the Resclution. 4And finally, he rashed through an action of
deferment of the Resolution in the Foreign Affairs Coumittee after we
had requested him not to do it and he had yromised that no such setion
would be taken. This deferment which Bloom rushed through ssa
particularly hurtful because it came a few days after the President
had issued the statement to Dr. Wisd and myself which was very
favorable to our cause and which, by implication, repudiated the
position taken by the War Department.

Since thot time lMr. Bloom has been approabbed by some of our
friends in an endeavor to find out whut he interds to do about the
Resolution and he has been evasive and non-committal. His line seems
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to be "I am prepared to bring up the Hesolutiom, but yours is the
responsibility if it is defeated.” I suspect that My. Bloom would
liks to look upon the whole matter of the Palestine Resolution ss
definitely disposed of. Unless pressure is hrought upon him — and
this pressure must come bafore the election —— Mr. Bloom will do
nothing to see the Hesolution passed.

Before the Zionist leaders go all-out in endorsing Hr. Bloom
and in giving him a testimonial at the end of this manth, they ought
to elicit & promise from him as to when he intenda to bring up the
resolution for action and whether he intends aggressively to push
1t through the Committee and the House. We should like to see this
Resolution brought up for action sometime In August or early in
September. It was, in my humble judgmwent, tactically unwise for the
Jewish lsaders of New Llork to have lent thelr names to this
testimonial without first obtaining asuch a commitwent. I think
that you ought to write to Mr. Bloom about this matter and that all
other Zionistas who are on his sponsorlng commlttee ought to do
likewlise,

I au taking the Liverty of sending & copy of this latter
to a few of the other Zlonlset lscders.

With all good wishes, T ramsin
Most cordially yours,

AHS1BK
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vr. Emanuel Je Feigin

The imsricen Student 2ionist Pederation
220 8. State Streel

phi:aga 4, Ill.

Wy dear Nre Feigin:

Lot me thank jeou for your note of June 1l and for sending
me a copy of your new publication, "mhe Student Zionist,”® which
1 read with interaat.

The articls of Mr. Sol Cordon on #iahind the Palestine
Res-lutions® needs some careful editing. The Palsstine Resolutions
sere not “tabled® in Congres3d. Ho action shatscever has as yot
been token on the Resolution in the Senate, gnd the House voted
to defer action for the tige being, mot to #gable? it, There is
a gharp difference. We hopa that action on the Resolutions will
take plece some time in Aupust or in September.

The article also assumes that the Zionists did not suffieiently
arouse Amoricen publie opinion in cornection with the Resolutions, and
that they relied entirely on diplomacy. »If diplomacy cen't do it,
perhups the pecple cenl® Ir, Gordon should kmow thut seldom has &
resolution in Congress been attended b, as much of & public
response as the Palestine Resoluticn. Teng of thousends of letters,
telegrams, resolutions poured in upon 7ashington frem all parts of the
country. Hardly a commmity in the United Stetes and an importent
civie ecultural labor oF church organization but what was heard from
by the legislators in faghington. The American Ziooist Emergency-.
Council has just published & volume of the editorlal comments on
the Palestine Resolution ahich appeared ia hundreds of American
pewspapers. The Jewish presa of course, ¥i3dish and Anglo-Jewish, vent
all-out for the Resolutions, Humerous delegutions {rom many
of the country came 1o #ashington especially ta interview thelr
Congressmen and Senators. ir. Gordon should wnow 21l this. He
shonld also know that all this is not the result of spontaneous
combustion, but must be planned, prapared for and organized by
responsible leaders who understand the importance of public opiniom
aa the princlipal source of strength for our cause. ;

1 wish your magasine every success. With all good wishes,
1 remain

Very cordially yoursd,

AHS:EK
P.8. This letter is not for publication.
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¥ir. Louis Lipsky, Chairman sy S '/
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United Palestine Appeal
502 Test 86th Street
Hevw tm, H.I.

My dear ¥r. Lipsiys

I note that an emergency ueeting of the Executive Committee
of the U.P.Ae has been called for next Tuesday to discuss the
action of the Bmergency Couneil in ealling upon its constituent
groups to raise o sum of money to make posaible an intensive
national hroadcasting program for a period of thirteen weeks

up again for action. The ¢time of the meeting was set without

any consultation with me, who might have been consulted, peeing
that I am the chairman of the Executive of the Emergency Coumcil,
and would logically be the person to regresent the Council
the UP.As meeting to discuss this subject. As it happens,
an to address a U.J.A. campaign meeting that noomn in Hew York
City. Wlr. Montor might have paid me the courtesy of comsulting
me as to the date of the meeting, and alsc as to the necessity
of calling it, seeing that I am also one of the co-chairmen of
the UP.ls and in the past years have had something to do with
that organization and with the defense of its interssts.

-

The matter of the radio program was discussed ot the last
meeting of the Ixecutive of the Emergency Council. The chairmen
of the Adminigtrative Committee of the U.P.A., Dr. Wise, as well
as the president of the Z.0.4., Dr. Goldstein, as well as your-
self, the chairmem of the Executive Committes of the U.P.A., end
guite a mmbar of other officers of ths U,P.A., were present

at this meeting, and the idea appealed to everyome, It occurred
%o no one that this project would in any way interfere with the
UsPule or that it impinges in any way upom its territory or upon
ite comitments, It was felt by everybody that this would glve
us an excellent opportunity to present our story to the imsrican
people in a planned and organized namner, using speakers and
artists of our owm choosing, and at o time which is likely to
be the most declsive in the history of the Zionist Eovement.

It was generally recognized that one of our most serious wealke
nesses in our program of propaganda was the radio, Ye must beg
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for time. Ve succeed in obtaining time for very brief programs
only two or three times & year, and then only for speakers which
are acceptable to the radio people.

The gyuestion of the coat of such a national radio program was

also discussed at the mesting. It was suggested that the total
cost would amount to about $100,000,00. Various proposals

were mide for financing th's program. It was suggeated that
perhaps some commercial asponsors might be found for it, or that the
four major Zionist bodlies might underwrite part or the whole of it.
These possibilities are now being explored. It was also suggested
that we sound out the community contact groups throughout the
country, espescially in those cities where a local station would

be used for our broadcast, to see whether they are in position

to contribute something to this program. Some of the community
contact groups have raised special funds for propaganda and might
welcome the opportunity of contributing to such a magrificent :
project which would help them so much in their own local communities
or regions, The Emergency Council itself in its present budget
would have about 325,000,00 to apply to this project.

It was never intended to make community-wide appeals for this
cause or to apply to any welfare funds. No campaigns are being
contemplated,

I can not see how the interssts of the U.P.A. are in any way
~ Jeopardized or how this invalidates anything which the U.P.d.
way bave written to ths President's War Rellef Control Doard.

As of the moment, it is yet tooearly to know what the responses
from the community contact groups will be, If the response is
inedeguate and the other sources referred to above do not mater-
ialize the project may be abandoned altogether. Under any con-
dition, the matter has to be finally apyroved by the Emergency
Council. The communication to the community contact groups wes
to find out how much they are interested in the project, and to
what eéxtent they are prepared to back it.

These facta, I believe, should be presented to the members of
the Executive Committee.

With all good wishes, I remain,
Very eordially yours,

AHS:DR
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¥r. Louis Lipsky, Chairman
Executive Committee

United Palestine Appeal
302 VWest 86th Stresat

New York, H.Y.

My dear ¥r. Lipsky:

I note thet an emergency meeoting of the Executive Conmittee

of the U.P.4. has been called for next Tuesdasy to disouss the
action of the Emergency Council im celling upon its censtituent
groups to raise a sum of money to mske possible an intensive .
netionel brosdessting program for o peried of thirtesn weeks
during the months of August, September and October of this year,
when our Palestine Hesolutions in Congress are likely to come
up again for action. Tha time of the meeting was set without
any consultation sith me, who might have been consulted, seeing
thet I am the chairman of the Exeeutive of the Emergemcy Council,
and would logiecally be the person to represent the Council at
the U.P.is meeting to discuss this subject. As it happens, I
am to address a U.J.A. campaign meeting that noom in New Yerk
City. BMr. Hontor might have peid me the courtesy of consulting
me &8 to the date of the meeting, and also as to the necessity
of calling 1t, seeing that I am elso cne of the co-chairmen of
the U.P.A, and in the past years have hsad something to do with
that organization and with the defense of its interests.

The matter of the radic program wes diacussed at the last
meeting of the Executive of the Emergency Council. The chairman
of the Administrative Committee of the U.P.i., Dr. Wise, &s well
as the president of the 2.0.4., Dr. Goldstein, ss well as your-
self, the chairman of the Executive Coimittes of the U.P.d., and
quite a number of other officers of the U.P.A., wers present

at this meeting and the idea appecled to everyomes, It occurred
to no one that thia project would in any way interfere with the
U.P.he or that 1t impinges in any way upom its territory or upon
ite commitments. It was felt bv sverybody that this would give
us an excellent opportunity to present our story to the American
people In a planned and organiszed nanper, ualng speakers and
artists of our own choosing, and at & time which is likely to
be the most decisive in the history of the Zionist Movesent.

It was gemeraslly sed that one of our most serious weak-
nesses in our program’of sropaganda was the radlo. ¥e must beg
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for time. We succeed in obtaining time for wery brief programs
only two or three times & year, and then only for speekers which
are acceptable to the radio people.

The question of the cost of such & national radio program was

also discussed at the meeting. It was suggested that the total
cost would amount to about $100,000.00. Various proposals

were made for financing this program. It was suggested that
perhaps some commerciasl sponsors might be found for it, or that the
four major Zionist bodies might underwrite part or the whole of it.
These possibilities are now being explored. It was elso suggested
that we sound out the community contect groups throughout the
country, especislly in those cities where & local station would
be used for our broadcast, to see whether they are in position

to contribute something to this program. Some of the community
contect groups have raised special funds for propagends and might
welcome the opportunity of contributing to such & magnificent
project which would help them so much in their own local communities
or regions. The Emergency Council itself im its present budget
would have about $25,000.00 to apply to this project.

It was never intended to make community-wide appeels for this
cause or to apply to any welfare funds. No campaigns are being
contenplated.

I can not see how the interests of the U.P.A. ere in any way
jeopardised or how this invelidates anything which the U.P.A.
may have written to the President's War Relief Control Board.

4g of the moment, it is yet too early to know what the responses
from the community contect groups will be. If the response is
inadequate and the other socurces referred to above do not mater-
ielize, the project may be abandoned altogether. Under any con-—
dition, the matter has to be finally approved by the Emergency
Council. The communicetion to the community contact groups was
to find out how much they are interested in the project, arnd to
what extent they are prepared to back it.

These facts, I believe, should be presented to the members of
the Executive Committee.

With all good wishes, I remain,

Very cordially yours,

(Signed) Abbe Hillel Silver



Publicity Divigion

Republican National Committee

Stevens Hotel

Chicago, Illincis IMMFDIATF RELFASE
June 32, 1944

Senator Robert A. Taft, Chairman of the Resclutions
Ccmmittee, today announced appointment of a platform drefting .
committee. The menbers are:

Senator Robert A. Taft, Chio

Mtss Mary Donlon, New York

Mre. Ernest B. Griffin, Illinois
Representative John Phillips, California
Senator Eugene Milliken, Colorade
Senator John A. Dansher, Ccnnecticut
William L. Hutcheson, Indiana

Alfred M. Landon, Kangas

Senator Albert W. Hawkes, New Jersey
Mrs., Auth Henna MoCormick, New Mexico
Miss Genevieve Seger, Cklahoma

Mrs. Consuelc lNorthrop, Bailey, Vermont
Roy A. Vitousek, Hawaii

Senatcor Taft anncunced the Committee would meet in his

room &t the Blackstone Hotel tonight (June 32nd) at 8:30 P.U.

* & & @ & W
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For Dr. Silver

While Mr. Sack end Mr.Manson were preparing the statement to be read
before the Resolutions Committee tomorrow morning, Attorney Gemeral
Goldstein phoned and informed us that a special emergency meeting had beem
called by Senator Taft after supper tonight to complete the businesa of the
Resolutions CUommittee. Mr. Goldatein said that Senator Taf't had amended our
original resolution so that it now reads as followsi (Read the resclution.)

Both kr. Manson and Mr. Sack, in their telephone conversation with
Attorney General Goldatein, stressed the supreme importance of the tem
"Jewish Commonwealth." However, Mr. Goldstein said that inasmuch as opposi-
tion had arisen to the resolution in the committee, and because he was fear-
ful that with continued haggling the measure might be killed, he was willing
to sccept the plank as proposed by Mr. Taft. He also emphasized that Mr. Taft
was proposing thie subatitute because thes gueation of political planks con-
cerning other peoples in Europe had been before the committee, and the com-
mittee was reluctant to go into the full category of all aspirations of every
pecple.

Mr.Menson suggested to Attorney General Goldstein the inclusion of the
phrase "in accord with the full intent ose of the Balfour Declara-
tion," and kr. Manson and Mr. Sack also hope to hwe the term “unrestricted"
Jewish immigration inserted. Mr. Goldatein sought to convey the impression
to Mr.Manson end Mr . Sack that this was an emergency which had developed and
we had better take this or we get nothing because of the hate with which the
committes is now operating.

Mr. Sack and Mr. Manson have left for the Stevens Hotel where they are
attempting to find Goldstein and get it to the committee again.
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WE HAVE TRAVELED A IONG WAY

The accomplishments of the Emergency Council in the filelds of politica
and publie relations were evaluated a few weeks ago at the gathering in
Washington of over two hundred local emergency commitiee leaders from com-
munities in 38 states, MNore important even than this "taking of stock" was
the demarcation of the Coundil's line of activity for the next few months -a
period likely to be even more critical politically than the months just past.

Ir. Silver pointed out that a year ago it had become clear that the
Jewish National Home was taboo in Washington. References to it were begin-
ning to disappear even from the routine messages of sympathy government
officials sent to Zionist conventions and gatherings. Some crucial change
had taken place: an agreement, it appears, to accept the White Paper as the
last word on Palestine., lLast summer an official statement was on the point
of being issued Jointly by our government and that of CGreat Britain, def-
initely discouraging discussion for the durgption of the political situation
in Palestine.

THE TWRO BASIC STEFS

Only drastic action on the part of Zionlsts could change this threat-
ening picture. To go along at our old pace was impoasible. Hence two
major steps were taken. The first was the convening of the Amerlican Jewish
Conference, the most democratic and representative Jewlish assembly ever held
on these shores. The American Jewlsh Conference spoke out clearly and
forcibly for the full Zionist solution - the establishment of the Jewish
Commonwealth in Palestine - rather than for a mere immigrants' aid approach
to the question of Palestine. The Conference served to give convineing
proof that American Jewry endorsed the Zionist objective. That having been
demonstrated, the next step was an appeal to the whole of American public
opinion. There was no more compelling way to do this than through the in-
troduction of the pro-Zionist resolutions into Congress. In the course of
a few months, the campaign of enlightenment preceding and accompanying the
introduction of the resclutions succeeded in focusing America‘'s attention on
the subject of the Jewish National Home and in winning for it the good-will
of the American public.

This major achievement, so significant in the light of the indifference
and hostility to Zionism prevalling just a short time ago, must be credited
in large part to the extraordinarily effective work done in over three
hundred key cities by the local emergency committees working with the na-
tional office of the Emergency Council. Not the least rewarding aspect of
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the Washington conference of emergency committee leaders was the analysis by
a number of delegates of the effective work done in their localities. They
drew a picture of energetic, well-coordinated activity., For example, in the
state of Colorado under the aegis of the Colorado Emergency Council for
Palestine representing practically all local Jewlsh organizations, close to
two hundred pro-Zionist resoluticns were passed by non-Jewlsh organizations,
including the State legislature and the Denver City Counecil, and hundreds of
favorable newapaper articles and radio comments were stimulated; in Oklahoma
with a total Jewish population of 5,000 in a state of 2,500,000 people, local
emergency committees financed and carried through a remarkably effective
campaign of letter-writing to Senators and Congressmen and won over non-
Jewich newspaper editors and clubs.

WITH THE NON-JEWISH COMMUNITY

The report of local activity was augmented by discussion of work with
ron-Jews led by Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, Executive Secretary of the Christian
Council on Palestine, who presented practical hints on such activity and
gtressed the fact that the Zionist education of the Jewish community is the
recessary pre-requisite for successful work with non-Jewsz. Dr. Voss pointed
to the tremendous influence the March 9 National Conference on Falestine had
kad end to the need for future regional non-Jewish conferences on Falestine
of the same type. The Lowdermilk book, too, was everywhere serving as a
most effective weapeon.

The joint membership of the APC end Christian Council on Palestine is
now approximately 5,000, Tt is our goal to multiply this many times over.
A notable step has been taken in the establishment of the American Jewish
Trade Union Committee for Palestine under the chairmenship of Max Zaritsky
and the honorary cheirmenship of William Green and Fhilip Murray. Built
upon decades of work by Labor Zionists among the labor groups, the Trade
Unicn Committee has already recelved a very cordial reception in the labor
press and has taken as 1its projects for the future the addition of thousands
of new members; the edopticn of pro-Commonwealth resolutions by state and
city labor federations throughout the country; and a general program of
education and propeganda to win the sympathy of American lsbor for Zionism.

THERE HAVE EEEN CONCRETE GAINS

The "office® aspect of this Emergency Council's work was described by
the directors of the Washington and New York offices. Habbi Feuer's analyels
of the Washington scene emphasized the fact that few messures have been intrec-
duced into Congress with brighter prospects of success than our Resolutions,
and that they should have clear sailing through Congress once the military
reasons against their passage are volded - if only we press for it. The risk,
he pointed ocut, had to be taken. No victories in war or politics are won by
remaining in the trenches. In the midst of war other small peoples, too,
are pressing their demsnds with regerd to their political futures.

That the introduction of the Resolutions - desplte their temporary
shelving - has in itself led to certain not inconsiderable political galns
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for Zionism was pointed out by Dr. Silver. Presldent Rooseveli's statement
that the Covernment of the Unlted States had never approved of the White
Paper was "an act of tremendous political eignificance," the first expres-
sion of opposition to that document from a high American government official,
It was a response to the appeal of public opinion which in a democracy can
be so effective, Of what fundamental importance this change - or begimning
of a change - in the American attitude on Palestine is, can be gathered from
a recent remark by the head of the Political Department of the Jewish Agency
in Jerusalem. Upon his return from the conferences with Dr. Weizmann in
Londen, Mr, Shertok reviewed the Zionist political situation at a meeting in
May of the Smaller Acticns Committee. He pointed out that the chief change
in the situation was the abandonment of the March 51 date which under the
White Paper was to have terminated Jewish immigration., This decision, he
eaeid, was in scme measure the result of representations by the United States
Government.,

Further evidence that a definite change has taken place in the attl-
tude of our Government toward our problem, Dr., Wise and Dr, Sllver stated,
had been borne in upon them that very day during a most encouraglng confer-
ence with a very high official who had recently returned from England and in
the course of his vislt there saw Dr, Welzmann and discussed the Palestine
question. "If what we learned today holds true three months from today, six
months from today," Dr, Silver summed up, "then we have every reason to face
the future with the utmost confidence.®

This optimistic forecast has aince been strengthened by the actlon of
the British labor Party's Executive in accepting as one of the planks of
its postwar program & statement on Palestine demanding that Jews be admitted
in such number as to become a majority, recommending that the Arabs be en-
couraged to move into other territories, and that the present boundaries of
Falestine be extended by agreement with Syria and Egypt. Thls statement is
particularly significant in view of the fact that the Labor members of the
Eritish Cabinet are bound by their Party's decisions.

COUNTERING A FLUID SITUATION

Every dilscussion and every prophecy with regard to the Zicnist poli-
tical situation must, it was stressed, be tempered by the understanding that
our political situation changes constantly and will inevitably continue to
change untll the final settlement is made, We must therefore not allow ocur-
eelves to be overwhelmed elther by the good or bad news of any given moment,
but continue - in the worda of an important offielal with whom our problem
was discussed - "to keep American public opinion informed and aroused,"®
gince any vital decision which our government willl take with reference to
Pelestine will have to have the moral tacking of the American people.

The conviction that it must remain our central task "to keep American
publie opinion informed end eroused" was confirmed by the Interviews the
delegates to the Washington gathering had with their om Congressmen and
Senators., "Keep bothering us and reminding us," a Texas Congressman sald,
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Practlically every one of the large group seen; asserted definitely that he
would vote for the Resolutions when they were reintroduced, Some went so far
as to eay that they thought they should ba brought back out of Committes now
end that they would be willing to circulate a petition to have them brought
cut, Many discounted the military reasons completely. All were sure that
the Resolutions would pass whea reintroduced.

It i3 clear that the utmost importance muat be attached to maintaining
contact with the members of Congress until such time as it bacomes possible
to bring the Resolutions up again, It was the consensus of opinion in
Washington that the crest of the invasion should be reached by the middle of
August, The propitious moment for reintroducing the Resolutions would thus
be some time after that period and before the November elections.

THE LOGICAL PROGRAM

It 18 plainly our job during the summer months to carry on education-
al propaganda work both in our own Jewish and non-Jewish communities and
with our Congressmen, who ghould be given the impression that the Jewish
community is on the alert, waiting for the proper moment for the reintro-
duction of the Resolutieons.

What precise steps should be taken in connsction with this program of
sumner activity? As worked out by the Program Committee of the Washington
conference, headed by Mr. Lester Cohen of Uniontown, the steps to be taken
throughout the country inelude a constant effort towards the reintroduction
and successful passage of ihe Resolutions; the launching of local membership
campaigns to enlist non-Jewish citizens in the Amerdican Palestine Committee
end the Christlan Counell on Palestine, (the Invitations to come from local
persons rather than from the central office of the American Palestine Com-
mittee); the organization by existing emergency committees of additional
emergency committees in neighboring communities, where there are no com-
mittees.

In addition, 1t was recommended by the Program Committee that the
Emergency Councll develop radio programs to strengthen the understanding
end appreciation of Zionist objectives among the American people., It was
further *noted with satisfaction that the Zioniat Organiszation of America
had embarked on a program for combating the activities of the American
Counell for Judaism®, and 1t was urged that this program be implemented
*with ell possible speed and vigor.®

The Program Committee had further prepared a statement, approved by
the delegates, which condemned the seven members of the Bergson group in
rthelr successive attempta, under various front organizations and guises, to
divide and confuse the American public®; pointed out that they had no au-
thority to speak in any representative capacity; and reaffirmed "our belief
in the democratic processes of Jewlsh 1ife” and in the upbullding of Palestine
a5 a Jewish Commonwealth by the entire Jewlsh people through representatlive
and accredited Zionist organizations,




MEMORANDUM
Dictated by Dr. Silver

June 26‘; lm

At 10:15 Monday moming, I telephoned Dr. Wise to New York, read
him Senator Taft's draft which eliminated the Jewish Commonwealth and
asked him what to do, whether to accept Taft's draft if we have to, or
whether we should reject it and have no Fal estine resolution in at all,
the thought being that the plank without the word "Commonwealth® in it
might unfavorably affect the passage of our resclutions in Washington.

It was Dr. Wise's thought that Taft's resolution, while it does
not go as far as we would like ii, is nevertheless quite satisfactory
and that we ought not to turn it down if we cannot get the Commonwealth
resolution.

At 12330, Mr. Dulles called, announced himself as political ad-
viser to Mr. Dewey and suggested the change in the firat sentence from
"distressed men, women and children® to "distressed Jawish men, women
and children" and from "to unrestricted Jewish imzigration® to"their
unrestricted immigration;" alse, the substitution of the word "constitute"
for reconstitute. For the last sentence he indicated that they insist on
putting in a sentence condeming the President for failure to see that the
mandatory was carried out, ete. I suggested that that may not be entirely
justified and that a substitute thought may be included in a preamble,
namely, that the Republican Farty has always manifested an interest in the
Jawiah National Home. Dulles thought that it was up to the Republican
Party to decide that guestion. He said that Taft had seen the sentence of
condemationes
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G hﬂ"]l, June 25, 1944

DRAFT OF RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY MR. DULLES TO DR. SILVER
at 12:45 P.M.

- o ow mm omw w am

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, women
and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for the opening
of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land omership, sc that
the Jewish people may, in accordance with the full intent and purpose of
the Balfour Declaratiom of 1917 and the resolution of the (Republican)
Congress ndopf.ad in 1922, constitute Palestine as a free and democratic
uunmnw:;ilt.h. e condemn the failure of the President to insist that
the mandatory of Palsstine carry out the provisions of the Balfour Declara-

tion and of the Mandate while he pretends to support them.
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Hon. Robert A. Taf't
Stevens Hotel
Chieage, Ill.

Ky dear Senator Taft:

1 have been informed that there has developed in the draft-
ing committee certain opposition to the inclusion of the tera
commonweal th.

I think it will be & serious mistakes to drop the temm,
inassuch as it would practically make the resolution valueless. It
would also serve notice that the Republican Party has officially
decdared itself against the resolution which you introduced in the
Senate and which is now pending, which resolution embodies the true
aspirations of the Jewish people and the only practical solution for
the salvation of several million of our oppressed people and for the
age-old tragedy of Jewish national homelessness. The revised plank,
therefore, far from being a welcome endorsement of Jewish aspirations
would, indeed, be a whittling domn and a repudiation.

1 do not belisve that the objection of one or two peocple
ought to be sufficient to force a revision of the plank to which
Governor Dewey and many of the foremoét leaders of the Farty have
given their unqualified approvel. If it is sufficient, them I would
like to request that no plank on Palestine whatsoever be ingluded in
the platform. Against the present political background here and
abroad, a plank which calls for less than a commonwealth is a defeat.

The American Jewish Conference, meeting last September in
Hew York and representing organized Americen Jewry, voted almost lm--
animously for a Jewish commonwealth.

I send you my warmest greetings.

Eeat cordially yours,

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

AHS s BF
Ps8. You may reach me at the above address (Plaza 1000) all

— A.B.8.




to leave the Conventionm and not to appear for my invocation if
*Commonsealth® and ®inrestricted immigration® vwere omitted. Yesterday
morning, a few hours before the Resolution was finally wvoted om, I
wrote a note to Senator Taft in which I stated that if "Coumonweslth®
was omitted, I would rather have no resolution on Palestine at all

It now becomes our task to contact the Democratic lesders. I
do pot know who the chairman of the Democratic Coumittee on Resolutions
will be. Yhen he is sppointed, I think thet you ought to get in
touch with him and have a preliminary discussion as to the best way
of going about introducing the pro-Palestine plank,




Dr, Wise

To keep the balance even, it may be tactically wise for
the Democratie Party to have you pray for them at the Convention .
as I prayed for the Republican Party. They both surely need it,
With all good wishes, I remain

Cordially yours,

AHSsTK
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H.U.C. STEERING COMMITTEE
Meeting held June 28,1945 - 10:30 aA.M.
Cheli;ea Hotel, Atlantic City, N.J.
Rabbi Samuel Wohl presiding

In attendance: Dr. Julian Morgenstern, Jerome Levy {regresanting
the U.A.H.C. and Rabbl Eisendrath) Rabbis Samuel Wohl, Jacob Linger,
Abraham Shusterman, Abraham J, Feldman, Solomon B. Freehof, Abba
Hillel Silver.

Rabbi Wohl informed the .ommittee that:

1l - Kr. Isador Sobeloff of Detroit has accepted the campaign director-
ship, the Detroit community having agreed to share him with us.

2 - Attempts were made to intarest key individuals. Leading fund-
raisers were consulted. These experts encourage us to conduct a vig-
orous campaign.

3 = Singer and Shusterman approached Jacob Blaustein of Baltimore,
Wohl also saw him. Blaustein, though unable to become chairman,will
be helpful in the campaign. He approves of the project whole-
heartedly. NOTE...THIS Is PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL.,

4 - Gov, Herbert Lehmen has agreed to serve as Honorery Chairman.

Wohl asked group's counsel re: Campaign chairmanship. Frospects
mentioned: Henry Morgenthau Jr., wWalter Rothschild, George lhiedelise,
Samuel Zebiurray, Sidney Lend sburgh. These men or other prospects
will be approached after Mr, Sobeloff visits Cincinnati next week to
go over campaign details.

Wohl distributed confidential memorandum “on the celebration of the
70th Anniversary of the Hebrew Union College." The items contained
therein were explained and discussed. Memorandum is enclosed.

I - Committee to write Pronouncement consists of Mann, Silver and

Freehof. Pronouncement will be signed by all Alumni of the H.U.C.
and is to be used in every possible way as explained in memorandum
to Dr, lMorgenstern.

II - Volume of Egsays: for lay readers...inniversary Volume...to be
edited and written by H.U.C. Alumni. This volume will serve two
purposes: To commemorate the 70th Anniversary of H.U.C. and the 100th
Anniversary of the coming of Isaac M, Wise to America (1946). Free-
hof sugzasted that the book contain :=3says on Reform Judaism and
Jewish Law; Reform Judaism and World Jewry; Reform Judaism and Scip-
ture; Reform Judaiam end Tradition; and Reform Judaism and Education.
This volume should represent Reform at its best., Dr. liorgenstern ex-
pre3ssed his belief that this wlume cannot be prepared until 1946.
This was turned over to the Alumni Assoeciantion. The President is

to appoint an editor.
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III - Commemorative lMzdal: Idea was approved.
IV - Fublications: Idea was approved.

V = Faid sdvertis i =Jew Fresg - Silver suggcsted
that this is not in keeiing with the dignity of the Cullege and
the Anniversary. Decision: Pending.

VI - Anniversary coclebrations; Feldman suggcsted that in his com-

munity, dinners are unpopular. The celebration should be planned

in keeping with local situation., Freehof suggested that it be com-
bined with Hannukah dinner. Decision: Make all recommendations and
suggestions and leave final decision with local Anniversary Commit-
tee and rabbis.

Morgenstern suggested a Jewish melody rether.. than 'America The
Beautiful." Freehof suggested a choice of melodies in offering the
ﬂrizea. Dﬁciainn: Approved idea of using melody of "Aw.rica the

grytiful,

VIiI - Rﬂgi"}nﬂl HiT.E. DHF‘

Wohl asked that VII werds 'Pronouncemcnt written for Rouh
Hashanneh be added to last sentence following 'message from the
President of the United States and the Preaident of the Hebrew Un-

ion Collage."
VIII - National Cclebrations in Cincinnati or National observance

at end of November. Freehof declarcd ‘the entire plan is omne which
is designed to awaken enthusiessm,

Kinutes prepured by Abe Jhusterman




BACKGROUND MATERIAL ON THE HECREW UNICN COLLEGE

HISTORY

The Hebrew Union College was founded in 1875, in Cincinnati,
Ohio, by Isaac Mayer Wise, a Bohemian immigrant rabbi, who believed
firmly that the salvation of Jewry lay in free America. Wise was
a true liberal, who believed passionately in the right of men to
live their own spiritual lives; and he was determined to make that
liberalism real in Jewish life here in this new world, He had
fled from the tyranny of Hapsburg Europe; and almost from the very
first day that he set foot on these shores he attempted to create
a united American Jewry, which would be both Jewish and Americ:n.
He struggled with unflagging faith and devoticn and tireless en-
ergy; and he succeeded. In 1873 he organized the Union of Ameri-
can Hebrew Congregations., Two years later, the Hebrew Union Col-
lege was established.

This College, the oldest Jewish theological school in the
Americas, 1s dedicated to the preservation of Judalsm, its great
historiec ideals and its traditional institutions. It holds that
Judaism 1s both in spirit and fact s continuously progressive re-
ligious discipline, and that it must be kept constantly liberal
and spiritually alert. It bellieves that if Judalsm 1is to live
and expand here in America it must be open to every positive 1ln-
fluence of modernism, must square 1tself with every advance 1ia
sclentific thought, and must engender that type of religious ds-
votion which will evoke the uncompromising loyalty of every Jew.

In accordance with these basic principles the Hebrew Union
College has carried on its work. Its first ssssions were held
in the vestry rooms of Congregations B'nal Isrsel and B'nai Yeshu-
run. The original teaching staff consisted of Rabbl Wlse and
one asslstant. OSeventeen students responded to the first call,
The Library in those days contained little more than a few Bibles
and prayer-bocks hastily gathered from nondescript sources., From
these modest beginnings the College has grown sleadily under the
leadership of its successive Presidents, Isaac M. Wise (1875-1300),
Moses Mielziner (1900-1903), Gotthard Deutsch (February 1903-June
1903), and Kaufmann Kohler (19&3-1921}. Today its Faculty con.
sists of one professor emeritus, sleven active professors, and
nine special instructors. During the sixty-nine years of its ex-
istence it has greduated four hundred and seventy-five rabbis.
Its Library, now one of the largest Jewlsh libraries in the world,
contains approximately 100,000 veolumes and 2,500 mesnuscripts.
Its staff consists of a Librarian and six assistants, It has its
own bindery and photostatic department. The College 1s housed in
five stately buildings upon its own tract of land, consisting of
approximately eighteen acres, situated on Clifton Avenue opposite
beautiful Burnet Woods.

In 1609 the Teachers Institute of the Hebrew Union Collsge
was established. It was possible by & munificent gift of $50,000
by the late Jacob H, Schiff of New York City. Its present primary
activity ia to provide instruction in Jewlsh subjects, by means
of lectures by members of iits Faculty before the religious school
teachers and kindred groups of the Jewish congregations of the
country. Under the terms of the Schiff gift the services of
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members of the Faculty are avallable to congregations at a nominal
fee.

In the fall cf 1923 the Hebrew Union College School for
Teachers in New York City was established with the cooperation of
the Association of Reform Rabbis of New York City and Vicinity.
The purpose of this School was to prepare teachers for the relig-
ious schools of the Reform Jewlsh congregations of New York City
and vicinity. Owing, however, to economic circumstances the Col-
lege was compelled to discontinue this School in 1932, During
the nine years of its existence the School enrolled over three

thousand students, of whom one hundred and seventy-six were grad-
uated.

In the summer of 1925 a Summer School wes inaugurated at
the Hebrew Unicn College. Courses were offered of post-graduate
character, leading to the degree of Doctor of Divinity. In Lhe
summer of 1926 &8 session of the Teachers Institute was introduced
in conjunction with the Summer School. Economic circumstances
have, however, necessitated the temporary suspension of this Sum-
mer School.

In the summer of 1941 & Summer Institute for Graduate Study,

a rabbinic "Refresher Course," was inaugurated. It is open to
graduates of the Hebrew Unlon College and of other approved the-
ological seminariea. A wilde range of lectures and seminars is
offered for a peried of one week, The purpose of the Institute

is to stimulate the rabbis academicelly, to gulide them in their
graduate work, to keep them abreast of modern trends in Jewish
studies, and to help them maintain their contact with the tradi-
tional religlous literature and ideal of Judaism.

Today the Hebrew Union College 1s conscious that the great-
est challenge in its history lies before it, Jewish life and
scholership in Europe have been crushed or rigidly circumscribed.
The future of world Jewry, certainly for our generation, rests in
America, No one at thls hour can question this fasct. American
Jewry, and particularly the Hebrew Union College, 1s preparing
itself to give to Jews, wherever they may be, the spiritusl and
religious leadership they must bave, in order toc survive.

This College has slready reared three generations of Ameri-
can Jewish leaders who have gone into the communitlies of the Uni-
ted States, into Canada, Cuba, Panama, England, Palestine, Scuth
Africa, and have fought for the 1deals of religion and social
justice in accordance wlth Judaism's prophetic tradition. They
have been a positive force for truth, justice and social bettisr-
ment among Jews &nd non-Jews in every community where their voices
have been heard.

Today during this crisis, created by the second World War,
the College has anticipated its historlc obligations by appolinting
to its staff eleven distinguished Jewish refugee scholars from
all parts of the war-torn world, giving them the oppcrtunity to
carry on their scientific studies in the quiet and security of
free America,
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Jewish scholarship, communal leadership, and religious ide-
alism have been the guiding principles of this College throughout
the past and will be fostered with even more determined purpose
in the future which 1s dawning for the Judalsm and Jewry of to-
morrow.,

AFFILIATION WITH UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

From its founding in 1875 until 1926 the Hebrew Union Ccl-
lege was maintained by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
a federation of over three hundred congregations committed to (he
cause of Reform Judaism. In 1926 the Hebrew Union College was
chartered separately under the laws of the State of Chio, but
with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations recognized as
its patronizing body, and with the original close affiliation
between the College and 1ts parent organization still rlgidly
maintalined.

The business of the Hebrew Union College is administered
by & Board of Governors, consisting of thirty-one members. Nline-
teen of these are elected by the Alumni Association of the He-
brew College; the President of the Cocllege is ex-officio a men-
ber of the Board of Governors. These twenty-six members electl
five additional members at large, who are, however, nominated
by the Central Conference of American Rabbla. The Board of Gov-
ernors nolds three regular meetings annually, in Cctober, January
and May. During the interim betwesen regular meetings an Executilive
Committee of nine members, elected by the Board of Governors,
discharges all routine business,



DR. STEFHEN 5. WISE

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YOREK 17. N. Y.

Office of Dr. Wise
40 West 68th Street
New York 23, N.Y.

June 29, 1944

Dear Dr. Silver:

Your letter of June 28 is before me. You are
quite right == the Resclution ie fine, but the
last sentence is very bad, and I spoke of it at
last night! r to Bloom, which it was agreed
by Goldstein udith Epstein I should attend.

I am glad to think you have had such fine co-
operation from Dewey. The inclusiom of "Common-
wealth™ in the Rgsolution wes very important,
but I cannot help regretting that "Jewish™ was
omitteds You may be quite sure I shall take
care of the matter as far as Chioago groes. It
is not yet settled who is to be Chairman of the
Democratio Committee on Resolutions, but it is
not unlikely to be our friend, Bob Wagner. The
platform will have to include a similar resolu-
tion and be still stiffer.

With cordial greetings,

i Fours,

Dre. Abba Hillel Silwver

The Temple

East 105th Street and Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

ATRMAIL

sswyeh
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Mr. Harry Levine
140 Adams Street
Iﬂﬂiﬂltﬂ,llﬂ..

My dear Hr. Levine:

Your letter addressed to me in care of the New York
Office was forwerded to me here im Cleveland. I an sarry that
you have been troubled by the amownt of duplication which has been
going on in Zionist activities. I share with you the same
dissatisfaction with the situatiom.

I think that you ought to be familiar with the facts as
they apply to the radio project of the Emergency Council. We
have felt right along that the weakest link in our chainm of

was the radio. We had very little access to it, and
at uent times, and subject to severe restrictioms. s &ll
felt that the naxt few mon would be ths decisive months for

204, the advisability of purchasing time

on & national chain of radio stutions for a period of +thirteen
weeks beginning in August, so that a systematic program covering
the whys of Zionism, the achievements of our Movement, the
Justification for a Jewish Commonwealth, ste. ete. could be
presented. Ko one at this meeting mentioned the fact that the
Z0A was planning an extensive radio program or that it intended to
appeal to the Zionist forces for contributions for such a program.

It was only after the Emer ency Council had contacted its
Community Contact groups throughout the country that the radio
committes of the ZOA bestirred itself into intensive activity, and
by so doing, confused ocur friends in many communities who saw im
the two projects unwarranted duplication.

Actually there 1s no duplication. The ZOA contemplates
a year-round educational program by placing records in radio
stations throughout the country which will use them. The Emergency
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Council plans an intensive thirteen-week national hook-up
beginning in August as the most effectlve weapon in our
political cumpaign in the Fall which, in the Judgment of all
of us, will probably be the most decisive period in our
Movement,

My own thought 1s that the ZOA should walt with its
o educational program until after the Emergency Council
(which it cannot be emphasised too often is an arm of the Z0A)
will have ~ompleted its program.

Tou must realisze, my dear Mr. Levine, thut we are
working under the stress of an emergency situation where
projects must frequently be improvised at a moment's notice to
correspond with the shifting political sceme. Diseiplined
Zionists should put up with a little embarrasament because
our leaders .re putting up with an awful lot of it, I a= not
opposed to rebellion. I am a little of a rebel myself, But
if in ths effective prosecution of our work im this historie
hour I find 1t necessary to inconvenience soma of our loyal
Zionists, I assure you that I will have pno hesitancy in doing
80« I have more than inconvenienced myself in the last few
YyearSeans

#ith all good wishes, I remain

Koat cordially yours,

AHSIBK
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The Thite Paper provided for an anmual quota of 10,000 immigrants for the
five year period from April, 1939, subject to the econcmit absorptive
capacity prineiple; in addition 35 000 refugees were to be admitted as soon
as the Hlgh Commissioner was aa,t;aﬂad that adequate provision for their
maintenance was enmured.

In practiee ithe Palostine Administration made no distinetion in the immi-
graticn guotas which it allocated from time to timo botweon "refugee' and
other imdgrents, Thus in the letter of the Under-Secretary of State for
the Colonies to IF.':'. Shertok in london, dated April 5, 1944, (previously
eireulated to the Counecil) a etatement of the immigration account is
given which makces no distinetion botween the differcnt catogories of
immigrants,

In terms of the Under=Scerctaryls letter, the balance of Jewish immigrants
who could still enter Pglestine as of Jomuary 1, 1944 ogainst the Thite
Paper figure of 75,000 was about 27,500, Assuming that some three or

four thousand imuigrante have entered since that date, the present balance
would be about 24,000,

In the esurse of lir, Shertokls conversations with the Under-Secretary he
wvas informed that it was propeseod to use the balance of theso cortificatos
almost execlusively for fugitives from enemy countries ond that gpplications
for would-be imuigrants from "safe" countries would be considered only in
respect of each individual applicant — that is tc say no bleck grant
would be made available for sach prospective immigrants. IHepresentations
by Hr. Shertolk in oppcsition fto thls ruling apparently succeeded in achiev-
ing only very minor modifications.

In accordaace with a cablegram from Dr. Bernard Joseph to this office,
dated April 18, 1944, the Jowish Agency in Jorusslein cablod Iondon that
they regnrded thﬂ decisgion of tho COolonial COffice as mooning the virtual
cessation of immigration from non-Hazi countries and that it was necessary
urgently to obtain at least 6,000 certificates for refugees in Italy,
Spain, Aden, Tangiers, Casablanca, and Turkey,

Confidential information received from the Tar Hefugee Board indicates
that the British have now agreed to malre available certificates for gll
Jews reaghing Turlcey; the munbers at prosent arriving, however, are small.
On the other hand there seems %o be some poesibility of rescuing Jows from
HBangary by bringing them via Tugoslavia to gsouthern Italy. The trouble
here, howover, is that there is glroady considersble refugee congestion
and it would be necessary to remove at leasgt several thousand refugees in
order to get the military anthorities to agree %Yc the entry on any con-
giderable scale of additicnal mumbers from Yugoslavia, The failure of

the British to malm available Palestine certificates for these refugees
at present in Italy is accordingly preventing the rescue of others, This
situation accounts in part for the desire of the War Refugoo Board to put
through the idea of "free ports" so as to be in a position to drain off
refugees from the 1mad.iatu reception areas,
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Following the receipt on April 26th of Dr. Bernard Joseph's cable of April
18th, a cable was sent him from this office enquiring as to whether any
action was called for on our part at this time, Dr. Joseph replied merely
that the cahle hed been sent us for the informetion of the Emergency COouncil.

Since the receipt of Dr. Joseph's cable the nows agencics have rcported that
a vessel containing 570 refugees from southern Italy reached Palestine Junc
2nd and alsc that on that day 200 Yemonitc Jows reached Palestino. Those
immigrants however may have come on the basis of certificates allocated
prior to the new ruling of the Colonial Secretary. On the other hand a
Palcor cable received today (6/12/44) reports that 600 immigration certi-
ficates "which have just been received from the Palestine Government were
cabled by the Jewish Agency to its representatives in Lisbon for distribution
among refugees in Portugal and Tanglers." This suggests a changed situation
and may be the result of further action in London which was no doubt taken
on the basies of Dr, Joseph's April cable. Additional information is being
sought by calle,

® ® Kk ¥
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