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WILLIAM M. DAVY 
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Cleveland Industrial Union Council 
C.1.0. BUILDING 1000 Walnut Ave. CLEVELAND.OHIO 

Rabbi A. :i. Jilver 
The Temple 
~. 105th st . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Hnbbi Silver: 

Jan. 1, 19~4 

It is nos-'; rcfroshi:~' 0 these da.ys, ··r en labor is eing so con­
stantly attac ed for one reason or ar.other in every newspaper in 
e-..rery city in tho country, to .'._)ick up a ne·.vspaEJer and. read that 
one man hus had the courage to speak out in defense of labor and 
to place the glame for many of our country's ills where it properly 
belon::;s. 

Orga..'1.ized lnbor has always been fou 0 ht most oitter y b~r t e ;:-,ress. 
~he reason is obvious - our newspapers are, for tho most part, 
o ·.ned b:· the S't!l"O forces ,·rho ~vould se13k to destro:• every gai!l that 
labor ho.s ::iade t'1rough nore t~1an a century of ceaseless stri..:.0 i_:le. 
Those forces are the r.:.r.anciers, the il dustrialists, t·w no!ley 
ch'l!l_;ers w~10 cannot c:::wision a world v:he~·c labol" has stature and 
ci_;nit~• arid a voice in tLe •vorld cf u!:ich it is so ::..m~•orta:nt a 
part. C.1r no,:spupers "re tne mout:11,iece for thosu v,ho ,, 0 iVe fov~ht 
so bitterly to keep labor subservient while they dominate tho world. 

You arc ri~ht. ea.re not tryin:; to make noney out of this bloody 
war. '.:.'hero are too many of our brothers in the jun.:;les and in t:1e 
fox holes. '.;e feel a na.jor responsibility to our brothers on the 
battle i'ields - to see tha.t .:rerican deinocra.cy i~ preserver: ,,bile 
our boys fie;ht a.rid die for it the world over. I:,tuhli1'hir..6 o 
f:tp'~lc co o,·,:• (·rd this can be done o!lly bJ· olosint; the ever widen­
ing gap bet,"Teen frozen wa.6es one. runa.·:rn.y 'Jriz.Ps), maintninin6 decent 
standnrds of working and living cond · tions, fig;htinc for pos-t- m.r 
secu~4 ity - these are all a pa.rt of the :,reservation o:' that democracy 
in ".'hioh we have so large a stake. 

No matter ho~"! 1r1.1ch the 
fight for democracy on 
,,ho st.pport our fight. 

uop·n-f 

pross mc.y villify us v:e ,rill cor.tinue our 
every front. · .'e Ytelcome the men of Good will 
':e applaud. -t~cir courase and their vi s:.cn. 

S~r~~erely 
... ~M- '~ 
.m. -' • avy, .:, 
Cleveland Indus Gouncil 
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TH DR. T. DA~ 

January 4, 1944 

Dr. Das said over the telephone that he had two bi ts of 
inforr:iation to comr:nmicate which he thought we ought to have, both 
sooewhat confidential. 

(1) An attempt is about to be made to organize Jewish refugees 
resident in .America for the purpose of naming representatives who 
will undertake to speak on behalf of the Jews of Europe and endeavor 
to suuersede existin.g Jewish representative bodies as the authorized 
spokes e .• I surmise, though Dr. Das did not divulge it, that this 
effort is being ma e by the Bergson group either in connection with 
the ,n;mergency Comrni ttee for the Rescue of European Jewry or else in 
con.~ection with the liew League for Free Palestine. Dr. Das thought 
we should be forewarned. 

( 2) An attempt may be made by Arabs ana. their friends to form an 
organization to be known as Friends of the Arab People or some similar 
name for the purpose of carrying on a political Canl_!)aign. Dr. Das 
stated that there was some hesitation on the _ art of persons concerned 
with this effort to launch it for fear it might be attacked as anti-
emitic or ratner anti-Jewisn in character. He thought 110 11 e-.i:0P- that 

possibly the British were encouraging the launching of such an effort. 



Mr •• K. Isreali 
Americ~n Zionist Emer ency Council. 
142 adison Ave. 
New York, N .Y. 

y de r r. Israeli: 

January 5,. 1944 

?rior o the ios•anca o our state~ont on the Lea ue 
for a Free Palestine, whic, .ill ro cbly be ssued som time neA~ 
w ek, I woul su ... aot. th· t. ycu 1Jrs ~n~ lly cont.c.ct t 11e ey men 
of th three YirJc.1.sh e sp--;p r .s 'l'ld • ·1n1n t.o th in tl e ree.son 
for our i::isuirr the s.-..atement tlo . t tr :; . not b caucht 
unprepared as ~ the case in tMo s+~tam t of the American Je~ish 
Conference. The poin to stre::s is ""ra .he "non-sect rian front or 
the League for .... F,,. -.e Pa,.e tL"1e is a amo'!.lf'le.;e. It :111 be an 
effort on the rt r the B son gr~up a·ain ~o use a lure number 
of Christuui numes in o er to .:arr,; on an inde_ endent a.nd competing 
Zionist activity on the raericun scene. Fu~t ormore, that the 
Zionists have always had t.~e coo eration of D. lar~o Christian 
follo-.ving in America and t t the American Palestine Co.,.,nittee 18 
now conducting a very auccessf'ul and vi orous caopni n among non­
Jew8 as is the Christian Council for ~lestine a.mo the c urgymen. 
There is absolt.Itely no re son £->r anothor i..ionis-t. or· zr...tion in 
the field. Zionist activity in ,ushin":ton s b en a rensively 
push don all fronts and th re is nothi t. ta no or..:.s.nizaUon 
can do except confu.se and disgust the oliticnl le3.dora in 
7ashington. 

I think this sho~ld be done by. rsonal intervie~s r ther 
than through press cont .ences for I am under the 1mpr ssion th t 
the Yiddish riters and Journalists ura a little fed up with 
ress conferences. Please let me know the results of your 

interviews -- .,hom you huve s en and h.Lt was t:,eir ra ction. 

1th all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

AHS1BK 



. r. Isreeli January s. 1944 

P.S. r th statement you are not to In discussil\. t 
8 

issu:nce ~u are ju.st t o indicate in a 
ive them the st temen • t f ·t will be and t..1ut 

general way ·1ho.t the cbonbteln ~e o i<>~ued b the, end of this the statement will pro a Y w M 

com.i.ng woek. 

A.H.S. 



,-REIi REI.EASE l10111 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated O,-ganizalions: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zioo 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

MO AY P. M., J.ANU.ARY 10, 1944 
TUESDAY A. M. ,JANUARY 11, 1944 

ZIONISTS BLAST 11 LEAGUE FOR A FREE P.AIJlJSTINE 11 

EMERGENCY COUNCIL CHARGES SMALL GROUP CREATES 
11 0NE PAPER ORGANIZATIOW AFTER ANOTHER11 

New York -- The American Zionist Emergency Council, representing all major Zionist 

groups in the United States, today assailed the League for a Free Palestine, declaring 

that its founders a.re 11 a small group of persons who, within recent years, acting in 

accordance with the opportunistic impulses of the moment and exploiting the miseries 

which have befallen our people abroad, have established one paper organization after 

another. 11 

In a formal staterrent I the Council, whose ~o-chatrmen are Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver of Cle·rnland and Dr. Stephen s. Wise of New York, charged that 11 fa.r from 

advancing the cause of a Jewish Palestine, or the interests of the Jewish people, 

the League will be productive of nothing but public confusion. 11 

The statement listed the 11 paper organizations" created by the Leag11e 's founders 

as follows: the Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Comnittee for a Jewish Army and 

the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe. "None of these organi­

zations or committees have had any official relationship, direct or indirect, with 

any responsible body in American Jewish life," the Council added, 

The statement pointed out that while 11 the promoters of the new organization 

atiknowledge the great contribution made by the World Zionist mo,·ement to Palestine 

and to the Jewish people, they allege that the Zionist movement is purely sectarian 

in character and that therefore it is necessary 1to fill the long-felt need for a 

Palestine Freedom movement' with a non-sectarian organization. The new organization 

(more) 
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differentiates between 'European and Palestinian Jews who have no other desire tha~ to 

live in Palestine, t who are members ot. the 'Hebrew1Nation, and Jews ~iving in all 

other lands~ who presumably do not belong to the 1Hebrew 1 Nation~ 11 

This definition was described by the Council as "specious nonsense, 11 and the 

statement continued: 

11 Through the l!alfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, the Zionist move­

ment secured international app:-:·oval of its aim to reestablish the Jews as a nation 

in Palestineo It was never iD~ended or suggested that Jews should owe pvlitical 

allegiance ·to any country other than to the land of w4ich they are citizens. The 

relation of an .American Jew to the Jewish National Home: when it is established~ will 

not differ from that of any other American toward the land of his ancestral homeland. 

11 The rep:resentativ-e status of the World Zionist Organization, subsequently 

enlarged in the Jewish .Agency for Palestine to include members of non-Zionist groups 

in many lands, was specifically recognized in the Palestine Mandateo The Zionist 

movement has established orga.Ilizations in e~ery part of the world, which are every­

where reoognized as representing local Jewis~ interests in the development of the 

Jewish Homeland. From the very start, non-Jewish sympathy and understanding of the 

objectives 'of the movement was regarded as of vital importance. In many countries, 

non-Jewish pro-Palestine committees were established. In the United States, the 

Zionist movement has welcomed the organization of the American Palestine Committee 

and the Christtan Council on PaJ.estine. The Jewish J.geney for Palestine is today the 

recognized spokesman of the Jewish people in all matters concerning the future of 

Palestine, and is so regarded by Jews, non-Jews, and the governmentswith which it 

deals. The new organization is bound to mislead those concerned with the Jewish 

problem, with regard to the ideals and principles underlying the Zionist mo~rement. 11 

The Americaµ Zionist Emergency Council speaks for the Zionist Organization of 

America, Hadassah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion, whose respective heads are Dr. Israel 

Goldstein1 Virs. Moses P. Epstein, Leon Gellman and David Wertheim. 

The text of the Council's statement follows: 



.... _,,, ..J 

STATEMENT BY AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

ON LEAGUE lt)R A FREE PALESTINE 

A new organization called the American. League for a Free Palestine has \een 

launched. Its objects are stated to be "to save the Jewish people of Europe11 and 

"to establish the Hebrew nation in Palestine. 11 'l'he proDlOters of the new organization 

acknowledge the great contribution made by the World Zionist mo~ement to Palestine 

and to the Jewish people, but allege that the Zionist movement is purely sectarian 

in character and that therefore it is necessary 11 to fill the long-felt need for a 

Palestine Freedom movement 11 with a non-..sectarian organization. The new organization 

differentiates between 11 European and :Palestinian Jews who have no other desire than 

to li't"e in Palestine, 11 who are members of the 11 Hebrew11 Nation, and Jews living in all 

other lands, who presumably do not belong to the 11 Hebrew11 Nation. To anyone with the 

slightest acquaintance with the facts, this definition can only be described as spe­

cious nonsense. It is quite evident that an attempt is being made to give a distorted 

paraphrase of Zionism and to use it to form a new competitive organization. 

Through the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, the Zionist movement 

secured international approval of its aim to re-establish the Jews as a nation in 

Palestine. It was never intended or suggested that Jews should owe political alle­

giance to any country other than to the land of whieh they are citizens. The relation 

of an Ameriean Jew to the Jewish National Home• when it is established, will not 

d.i:ffer from that of any other .Ameriean toward the land of his ancestral homeland. 

The representatiTe status of the World Zionist Organization, subsequently en­

larged in the Jewish Agency for Palestine to include members of non-Zionist groups 

in many lands, was specifically reeognized in the ~alestine Mandate. The Zionist 

movement has established organizations in every part of the world, which are e~ery­

where recognized as respresenting local Jewish interests in the development of the 

Jewish Homeland. From the very start, non-Jewish sympathy and understanding of the 

objeetives of the movement was regarded as of vital importanee. In many countries, 

(more) 
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non-Jewish pro-Palestine committees were establishedo In the United States, the 

Zionist movement has welcomed the organization of the American Palestine Committee 

and the Christian Council on Palestine. The Jewish Agency for Palestine is today 

the recognized spokesman of the Jewish people in all matters concerning the future 

of Palestine, and is so regarded by Jews, non-Jews, and the governments with which 

it deals. The new organization is bound to mislead those concerned with the Jewish 

problem, with regard to the ideals and principles underlying the Zionist movement. 

The founders of the so-called League for a Free Palestine are a small group 

of persons who~ within recent years, acting in accordance with the opportunistic 
. 

impulses of the moment and exploiting the miseries which haYe befallen our people 

abroad, have established one paper organization after another. These paper organi­

zations include the Friends of a Jewish Palestine, the Committee for a Jewish Army, 

the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe, and now, the proposed 

League for a Free Palestine. None of these organizations or committees have bad any 

official relationship, direct or indirect, with any responsible body in American 

Jewish life. 

Far from advancing the cause of a Jewish Palestine, or the interests of the 

Jewish people, the League will be productive of nothing but public confusion, It 

will impair the effecti~eness and authority of the internationally recognized Jewish 

Agency for ~aJ.estine. It will make for disunity and uncertainty at a time when 

Jewish singleness of purpose and coordination of effort are of vital importance. 

--30--
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Proposed Resolution to be Submitted to the 
Executive Board of the Union at its Meeting 

on January 18, 1944. 

The Union declares that its function is to interpret, 
maintain and promote Reform Juda.ism and reaffirms its loyal­
ty to its spiritual purposes. 

The Union declares its sense of fellowship with all Is­
rael and will associate itself with all worthy and practical 
efforts designed to ameliorate the tragic plight of world 
Jewry and, therefore, continues to be a member of the American 
Jewish Conference. upon ~ As 
to Palestine, however, the Union's position has been stated, 
and we herewith reaffirm the Resolution passed at the Commit­
tee meeting on May 30, 1943, whose recommendations were sub­
sequently Patified by the Executive Board of the Union, as 
follows: 

1. Provision shall be made for large-scale immigration 
into Palestine regulated in cooperation with the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine by such a concert of na­
tions as shall be established after the war. 

2. Palestine shall remain under the stewardship of this 
concert of nations until it shall become possible to 
establish self-government without jeopardizing the 
rights or status of any group in Palestine. 

3. Such a government shall be democratic and non­
sectarian, modelled upon the governments of the 
democratic nations. There shall be complete sep­
aration of Church and State. The inviolability of 
the Holy Places of the various religions shall be 
guaranteed. 

We call upon our congregations and their members to rally 
loyally to the support of the Union. 

We further resolve that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to the American Jewish Conference with the request 
that they communicate it to the constituent members of the 
American Jewish Conference and make it known through their 
publications. · 



Kr B• •• Segal• B41tor• 
.Aa•1ean Iarael1t•• 
2h EUt 6th Street• 
cino1nnat1. Ohio • 

Dear Sirs 

In ,-our taaue ot lanu&l'J 20th• 7011 oam a report on 
the action taken b7 b Bnmt1ye Board rl thl Un1on 
of Amer1ean Be~ Cmgrep.tlon■ • 1d11eh •t in Ohlo•&D 
lut 'l'uesda7. TOil pibl1ehe4 the re•olutim 1n full• 
mt tba heading •Moh 7m gtw to 7aur pepo:rt 1a • I am 
atra!d, aaneWh.at m1■lead1ng. 

The headline reads s -UABC Nlfllaea to aot on AJC reao-
lutlcm .• '1'he tMtm •n~••• ..... ._, 111■lea4mg. 
'l'be tezt ~ the reaolut1on• .. 7• eee • reada: 
• •s-etras.na• fl'da talc~ &Jl7 ao ~ and tbe:re 1a a 
41fterenoe. ftle wrm Ntuae• imp • a negat1w 
attitude as U ef'll■ can• were fOl'o.1ng the hand ot the 
Union to act on the eenterenoe i-eacl.u t1on and 1n • 
certain "ffB'Y. 

Lut ootober. 11hen the Exemtiw of the Union p•Hd 
.a rea01 ut1on deterrSng action on the Paleetine nao,;. 
lutlon to the next Btann1e.l Couno11 ot the Unlcm. 7au­
report ot th& t aot1on wae llke•1ae g!.ftll an 111lf'ortumte 
ed1tor1al b1aat •'!'be drtw• toward• IIIMID1111GU.■ -.r1-
oan Je 1•h declaration 1n tavor ot a Jew11b State 1n 
Pale■t1ne waa delayed, ete. • 

A nntra11ty reaoludoa having bee adoMe4. •hleb 
should be at1a£aoto17 to all oonoernecl"\and whltb 
abould remon the Union traa the arena of oantUot 
and enable lt to oarr,- on 1ta re11g10IUI and ■pbltual 
aot1v1t1• without the -.barru-nt ot internal 
atl'U.ggl•• aboa.ld not l;>e preaented 1n the publlo pre• 
1n auoh a way as to keep the trmbled waters ■tlll 
further agitated. 

Abba H111-l Silver 



(Copy from Washington office to Dr. Silver) 

Present: 

MThTUTES OF IN.rERVIEW WITH SENATOR ROBERT .A.. TAFT 
of OHIO_ - by Rabbi Feuer and Mr. Leo Sack, on 
Monday, January 24, 1944. 

Senator Robert A. Taft, Rabbi .A.. Taft, Rabbi Feuer and Mr. Leo Sack 

We had a pleasant and friendly interview with Senator Taft. Rabbi Feuer 

stated that Dr. Silver had asked him to call on Mr. Taft to follow-\lp the 

conversations which he had previously had with the Senator several weeks ago. 

We told Senator Taft that we were about to introduce a Resolution on 

the subject of Palestine into the Congress and that we would be very happy 

if he would interest himself in the Resolution and perhaps, if he were so minded, 

introduce it into the Senate. Senator Taft stated that he had not had much 

knowledge of the subject but recently had become more interested in it, because 

he found more and more of his Jewish friends leaning toward the idea of Pales­

tine as a solution for Jewieh problems. He also stated that he had some 

hesitancy about committ~ himself to legislation in the field of foreign 

policy. a field in which he has had little experience and, therefore, considers 

himself not sufficiently expert. He said that he could see the necessity for 

Palestine as a place for Jews to settle after the war. :Bu.the was not sure 

about how far that would go toward solving the problem, nor could he make 

up hi mind about the question of a national state. 

Rabbi Feuer then surveyed the Jewish situation in lllurope and pointed 

out that some three or four million Jews were involved in the problem, that 

we did not expect and would not want all these Jews to mi&rate from Europe 

for resettlement elsewhere. We believed, however, that if a substantial 

number of them, one and a half or two million, would be given an opportunity 



Minutes of Interview with 
SENATOR ROBERT A. TAFT 

- 2 -

to migrate systematically and to settle elsewhere, this would make the problem 

very much easier of solution both for the Jews and for the countries of Europe. 

The Senator said that he saw the logic of that position. 

We then pointed out that Palestine afforded the only real opportunity 

for resettlement. There the economic foundation had been laid. There the 

Jews would feel at borne. By the same token, opportunities for migration to 

other countries would be virtually non-existent after the war. 

We took occasion to refer to the tremendous contribution which Pales-

tine has made to the war effort of the United Nations, how much more difficult the 

situation would have been if Palestine had not been developed by the Jews, agri­

culturally and industrially, during the past 25 years. We re-told some of the 

impressions which Mr. Robert Szold brought back with him from Palestine. We 

pointed out that the attitude of the Arabs,. to the contrary, had not been too 

friendly and cooperative. 

The Senator said that he was well aware of this, that there was none 

too friendly a feeling toward the Arabs in this country and that military 

leaders with whom he had spoken had gotten a very bad impression of the Arabs 

in North Africa. 

The Senator then asked to see a copy of the text of the Resolution. 

He read it and commented favorably upon its simplicity. He questioned the 

vagueness of the term "Jewish Commonwealth"• and suggested that it might be im­

proved by some such phrase as the followill8: 11 So that the Jews may ultimately 

constitute a majority in a free democratic state." 



Minutes of Interview with 
SllTATOR ROBERT A. TAFT 

- 3 -

We stated that some such wording might be agreeable to us but that 

we would like to discuss it further with him. 

The Senator then said that he would like to discuss the matter with 

his brother, Charles Taft, who is a member of the staff of the State Department, 

and ascertain his views on the subject. He said: 11 Not that I mind occasionally 

pushing the State Department and the British, too, for that matter. 11 

The Senator wondered what might be the Republican policy on such a 

Resolution, in view of the fact that the Republications would probably constitute 

a majority party after the next election and would, therefore, be responsible 

for the policy set forth lll this Resolution. This played directly into our 

hands, as it gave us the opportunity to point out quickly that the Lodge-Fish 

Resolution was a Republican resolution and that a few days ago Mr. Joseph Martin, 

Minority Leader of the Bouse, had claimed .American-Palestine policy as Republican 

policy. 

Senator Taft concluded the interview by promising very sympathetically 

and earnestly to consider the possibility of his introducing the Resolution, 

and stated that he would give us his decision within the next few days. 
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PREIS RElEAIE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

.... 

LEADERS OF AMERICAN JEWRY HAIL 

PALESTINE BESOLUTION INTRODUCED IN HOUSE 

DR. SILVER .A.ND DR. WISE APPLAUD WRIGHT-COMPTON MEASURE 

New York - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland and Dr. Stephens. Wise of New York, 

co-chairmen of the .American Zionist Emergency Council, today hailed the bi-partisan 

Palestine resolution introduced in the u. s. House of Representatives yesterday by 

Representatives James A. Wright (Democrat, Pennsylva..~ia) and Ranulf Compton (Repub­

lican, Connecticut). 

The resolution calls on the United States to 11use its good offices and take 

appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free 

entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity for 

colonization, so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as 

a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 11 

Dr. Silver described the measure as 11 a great act in behalf of a great ca.use 

in a great and historic hour, 11 and added that 11 all men of good-will everywhere -

Jews and non-Jews alike - will applaud and endorse the spirit of statesmansip and 

noble humanity which motivated the introduction of this resolution. 11 

Urgingthat the resolution be adopted without delay and that its adoption be 

11 as impressive and significant as was the una:.1:· m.:>us ad:)ption of the Lodge-Fish 

resolution of 22 years ago. t: Dr ? Wise dec:.a:r ed~ l:The :.ntroc.u.ction of the Wright­

Compton resolution is yet another step on the way to the end of the White Paper 

(more) 

3\ 
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and the beginning of a new policy in relation to Palestine. The Congressional 

resolution would reinstate the !alfour Declar£tion in the place of the White Paper, 

which should never have been wri tten. 11 

Dr. Silver warned that the work of the newly-formed War Refugee !oard "will 

be doomed to failure, as were all previous efforts on the part of intergovernmental 

agencies, if Palestine is again excluded from consideration ·as the major place for 

large-scale Jewish immigration. 11 

The statements by Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise follow: 

DR~ ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

11 We are, of course, highly gratified that Congressman Compton of Connecticut 

and Congressman Wright of Pennsylvania have introduced the Palestine Resolution in 

Congress. We note with pleasure the enthusiastic endorsement which both Majority 

Leader McCormack and Minority Leader Martin have given to this Resolution. These 

men, we believe, voice ,the true sentiment of the American people which once before 

-- through a resolution unanimously adopted by the House and the Senate of the 

United States in 1922 - expressed its hearty approval of the establishment in 

Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people. 

11 Since that time the Jews have been a.t work rebuilding Palestine on a scale 

and in a manner which has evoked the admiration of the whole world. This remarkable 

development which has brought more than a half million Jews into the . country sinee 

the last World. Wur, saved hundreds of thousands of refugees who might otherwise have 

perished at the hands of the Nazis, and enabled Palestine to make a most ~ignificant 

contribution to the war effort of the United Nations, is now threatened by the illegal 

and morally unjustifiable policy of the White Paper. which would close the doors of 

Palestine to future Jewish inrnigration. 

11 This policy is not only a repudiation of an international obligation to which 

the United States subscribed, but it will interfere in a most disastrous manner with 
. . 
the rescue program of the War Refugee l3oard, ·which the President of the United States 



has recently established. Palestine is the most likely and readily-available 

haven and shelter for these millions whom it is hoped to save from extermination. 

The work of the War Refugee Board will be doomed to failure, as were all previous 

efforts on the part of intergovernmental agencies, if Palestine is again excluded 

from consideration as the major place for large-scale Jewish irmnigration. 

"The Palestine Resolution now introduced in Congress is a great act in 

behalf of a great cause in a great and historic hour. All men of good will every­

where ... _ Jews and non-..Jews alike - will applaud and endorse the spirit of states­

mansM1J and noble humanity which motivated the introduction of this Resolution. 11 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 

"The introduction of the Wright-Compton resolution is yet another step on 

the way to the end of the White Paper and the beginning of a new policy in relation 

to Palestine. The Congressional resolution would reinstate the Balfour Declaration 

in the place of the White Paper, which should never have been written. 

"I do not doubt that the nembers of both Houses in Congress will see fit 

to give their almost unanimous endorsenent to a resolution which is in accord with 

the spirit of the whole .American people, not only with that of millions of American 

Jews. The resolution should be adopted without delay and its ad.option should be 

as impressive and significant as was the unanimous adoption of the Lodge-Fish 

resolution of 22 years ago. 11 

:/p31-l/28/44 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE-PALESTINE COMMISSION 

Minutes fleeting January ~1, 1944 

-~~-~~-------~--------' 
I. PRESENI': Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, presiding; Mrs. }lbert Schoolman, 

Miss Jane Evans, Meyer Weisgal, David Wertheim, Isidore Sack, Carl Sherman, 
Max Schneider, Harry Shapiro, J. s. Pearl:3tien, Dr. J._. Kohaneki, Ann Jarcho. 

II. MINUI'F.S fREV.w&!Wl:lJ:m:• Approved as presented. 

m.REPORl' OF COMMITTEE ON COOPTIONS. Miss Evans, reporting for the Committee, 
stated that its recommendations included that the maximum number of 
members on the Palestine Conmission be thirty, end submitted the follow­
ing names for co-option: Mrs. P..lbert Schoolman, Juige Morris Rothenberg, 
Herman Shulman, William I. Siegel, Lester Gutterman, Dr. Simon Federbusch, 
Gedaliah Bul:>lick, Max Kopstein, Judge Samuel Mellitz, Dr. Robert Gordis, 
Isaac Hamlin, Dr. Benjamin Schwadran, F.abbi James Heller, Rabbi Solomon 
Freehof, Robert Szold, David Watchmaker, Sidney Hollander and 
Mrs. Simon Sobeloff. 

On motion duly ma.de, seconded and carried, the report was accepted and 
with the exception of William I. ~iegel and Lest•r Gutterman, all were 
declared coopted to the Commission. Mr. Schneider was authorized to 
communicate with Mr. Bisgper relative to the eooption of B1nai B'ritb 

members. It was agreed that following Mt,. ~hneider•s repcrt of his -dis­
cussion with B•nai B1rith, that the names then presented should be. 
declared elected. 

IV. PUBLICATION OF PAMPHLETS: Mt-. Shapiro reported that: 

a) The American Zionist Emergency Council accepted the recommendations 
of this Commission that the following pa.lll?ll.ets be published J1J111JCCtm1 
under the imprimatur of the American Jewish Conference: The Legality 
of the White Paper and the Absorptive Capacity of Palestine. He further 
reported that these pamphlets are now in preparation but it is not 
possible at this time to indicate the date of publicaticm. 

b) Dr. Kohansld. reported that the Proceedings of the Conference will 
be completed as scheduled - by the end of February. 

V. CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION ON PALESTI~. Dr. Silver reported that the 
Resolution was introduced in the House of Congress and that it is 
exoected that a similar Resolution will be introduced in the Senate ver., 
sh~rtly. In this connection Mr. Kenen submitted some concrete proposals 
for the mobilization of public opinion in support of the Palestine 
Resolution introduced in Congress. After discussion of the proposals • 
submitted, the following were adopted: 
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1. That a letter should go to all delegates in the name of the Commission 
informing them of the introduction of the resolution; urging them to 
write immediately, in their capacity as Conference delegates, to their 
local Congressmen bespeaking support for the Resolution; suggesting 
that they write letters of appreciation to the authors of the Resolution 
and to the two floor leaders for their statements of support; recommend­
ing that they convene their electors for the purpose of mobilizing 
supf-Ort for the Resolution by the adoption of Resolutions by their local 
organizations and the transmission of these and individualized letters 
to their local Congressmen. 

2. That the Co-Chairmen of the Conference address a communication to the 
Chairman and members of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, (and later, 
after Resolution has been introduced in the Senate, a similar letter to 
be addressed to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee) and similar 
communications to the Majority and Minority leaders of the House and 
Senate. 

5. That the Conference make a formal appearance at the hearings on the 
Resolution before the House and Senate Committees. This delegation 
should be composed of leading Zionists and non-Zionists in the Confer­
ence. In this way, we can make it clear that the Resolution is widely 
supported by all segments of American Jewry. 

4. Mr. Weisgal urged that the Conference draft a petition relative to 
Palestine, and that the Conference, in cooperation with other organiza­
tions within the Conference, organize the effort to obtain a million 
or more signatures of Jews to such petition - the form, content and to 
whom such petition is to be addressed, as well as the detailed procedure, 
to be considered by a special committee to be appointed by the Chairman; 
further, that the Interim Committee be polled by telegraph with a view 
to obtaining their approval of such petition. After discussion, the 
above was adopted. 

5. That a letter should go to all national organizations affiliated with 
the Conference pointing out that the Resolution is the first step in the 
imnlementation of the Conference Palestine Resolution, and urging their 
national Boards or Executive Committees to adopt statements appealing 
to Congress to support the Congressional Resolution. These statements 
or Resolutions should be sent to the House Fqreign Affairs and Senate 
Foreign Relations Committees. 

6. That the Public Relations be authorized to release to the press the 
letters addressed to the Chairmen and members of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee and to the Majority and Minorit, leaders of the 
House and Senate. 

VI. NEXT MEETING. The next meeting of the Palestine Commission was scheduled 
for luncheon on Tuesday, February 15, 1944, 12:BO, Biltmore Hotel. 
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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS the ixty- seventh Congress of t..~e United States on June 30, 1922, 

unanimously resolved "that the United St tes of America favors thee tablishment 

in Palestine of an tional home for the Jewish people, it being cle rly un erstood 

th t nothin0 sh 11 be done which may prejudice the civil and religiou ri hts of 

Christian and all other non-Jewish co uniti sin Palestine, an1 th t the holy 

places und reli ious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be adeq tely 

protected11 J and 

HEREAS the r..ithl~ss persecution of the Jewish .eople inEurope has cle rly 

demonstrated the need for a Jewish omeland as a haven for the large numbers 

ho ve become homelese s a result of this persecutions Therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the United t tea shall use its good offioes and 

t ke a propriate measures tote end t..~at the doors of Palestine s 11 be 
. 

opened for free entry of Jews into that co try, nd th t t:ere shall be full 

opportunity for colonization sot at Palestine may in due course be reconstituted 

as a free and democratic Jewish Co:nmonwealth with complete equalities of ri hts 

for a1 its inhabitants ithout distinction of race or creed. 



"" 

RESOLUTIO 

June 50, 1922, unanimously resolved "that the United S. tes of merica favors 

the t bli h1J1 nt i a1 stine of n tional home for the Jewish people, it 

being cle=rly understood th t nothin shall be done ich my prej ic the 

civil and religious rights of Christian d all o r non-Je ish communitie 

in Palestine, and th t the holy places d r ligious buildi s nd sites in 

Pale tine h 11 b adequately rotect a•; and 

HERE.AS Pre ident ilson, in 1919, made the follo ing public 

dee rations "I am r uaded that the Allied nations w1 th th full con­

currence of our government and our peopl re agreed th tin Pale tine shall 

be laid the found tions or Jewi h Co on alth"; 

WHEP.EAS the ruthless parsec tion of th Jewi h people in Europe 

h d clearly de onstrated the ne d for Je ish homel nd as a haven for the 

larger number who hav become homeless s a result of this per ecutiona 

Therefore be it 

RESOLVED, t t the United States sh 11 use its good office and 

t ke appro rite mea urea to the end th t th doors of Palestine sh 11 be 

opened for fre ntry of J into th t country, and th t there shall be 

full opp,ortunity for colonization and economic d velop ent o th t. ey y 

cont ue e P.building of Palestine s then tional me of the Je ish 

people in accordance with the clear intent and purpose of the · 1 our 

Deel ati n and the Mandate. 



OLOTIO TIV TO AL TI 

RESOLVED by the S n·te und_Hous of Re.r sent ti of th Unit t a 

of ric in Con res as mbl , t Cori resa h re he olicy of 

favorin~ ea bliehment in Pl tine of tion l H e or h J wiah 

p ople in ace ce with the joint resolution un nimously adopted by the 

Sixty-s v nth Con ress on .. e thirti da o Jun 19' 2. (Public n bar 

75, Sixty- eventh Con r .) 

TH.AT r cognition hereby b en iven tote historic 1 conn ction ot 

the Je iah opl ith P lestine nd tote roun s or recon ttuti heir 

N tin 1 H in th t countcy. 

TH T th tr 1c ho lessne s of th Je i h eople, int n ified b he 

ruthl p rs cution 01' o ii.xi owers 1 and should be th concern of the 

United St ts. 

THAT, the doors of Palestine top n nd re for J wi hi gration -

th victitls N zi tyr nny - ubjcct to the u rvia on and control or t 

Je i h A ency for Palest e. 

TH T co pl te fre o b r nted to the Je ish opl to uro e nd 

c uir in lestin in order to cilit te t e wor of coloniz in 

nd r ettl nt of Je a in P lestin. 

THAT the overmi nt oft United St test k t 

st to ff ct t e ur os or this r solution tot 

ry a ropri te 

nd t tin du t e 

P le tine shall be reconstituted as a Jewish C on alth. 
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78-rHCONGRESS 
2D SEHSIOX S.RES. 247 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

FEBRUARY 1 (legislative day, JANUARY 24), 1944 

~Ir. \VAGXER (for himself and Mr. TAFT) submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on 

Juue 30, 1922, unanimously resolved "that the United 

States of America favors the establishment in Palestine · of 

a national home for the Jewish people, it being clearly 

understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice 

the civil and religious rights of Christian and all other non­

Jewish communities in Palestine, and that the holy places 

and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be 

adequately protected"; and 

Whereas the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Euxope 

has clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland 

as a haven for the large numbers who have become homeless 

as a result of this persecution: Therefore be it 

1 Resolved, That the United States shall use its good 

2 offices and take appropriate measuxes to the end that the 
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NATIONAL COUBCn. OF ISH OMEN, Ino. 
181 ROADWAY 

Mr. Henry onsky 
American J wish Conference 
621 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

Dar Kr. onsk:y: 

YORK 

631 Boston BouleTard 
Detroit 2, 'chigan 

February 2nd, 1944 

At its me ting on ovember 23rd, the Interim Committee of the American Jewish 
Conf r nc adopted a R solution that directed its Palestine Commission "to under• 
take immediately a program for the mobilization of Amerio n public opinion gainst 
the British White P per or 1939." In a lettc r reoeived by me on Jmuary 3rd from 
Dr. bbe. Hillel Silver, Chairman of -the Palestine Commission, it was made evident 
that the ork for he a ro ation of th ite Pa.per was being joined to that of 
d fending the interests of the Jewish lational Home. Furthermore, in "The Confer• 
enoe R oord" of January 15th, it was stated th t t:1e Pal stine Commission re• 
qu sted all del gates to off r thoir services to local Em rg ncy Committees for 
Palestine, which have en for ed throughout the ountry by the Amerio n Zionist 
Emergency Cou il, to def nd Jewish rights to P lestine, and the interests of 
th Jewish tional Home •11 

e, the _ationnl Council of Jewish onen, rogr t at, as member organization 
of the Ameri an _Je ish Conr ro e, we ar e not permitted to join our fforts with 
those of the other groups within t he Conference in working for the abrogation of 
the hite P per been.us this work is being conducted for the ~erican Jewish 
Conference by the Zionist organizations. coording to the osol tion which was 
adopted by the delegate body of the Sevonteenth Triennial Convention of fue 
Nation 1 Council of Jewish omen, in N vembar, 1943, we recorded ourselves as a 
oross•seotion of Jewish women, of e.ll shr-des and phases of Jewish thinking, in 
favor of a definite pro ram that c ncerned P lestine, on which 11 our members 
could unite; but, because ,e a re a cross-section of Jewish •omen, a oannot 
permit our 5ections to re ist r under the banner of any tation 1 organization 
whose platform would not be e.ccepta le to 11 members of the ation 1 Council 
of Jewish :V'omen. e feel obliged to register this statame11t with you at this 
tim be ause there is no doubt of our desire to ~dd our strength to that of 
other organizations working for the abrogation of the British ite Paper on 
Palestine, but we must do so only in keeping with our own polici s. 

:U:G :ML 

Sincerely yours, 

rs. Joseph M. elt 
TIONAL PRESJ:D T 
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OFFICERS 

HENRY MONSKY 
Pre,ident 
Omaha 

ALFRED M. COHEN 
I-I onorary President 

Cincinnati 

FRANK GOLDMAN 
Vice-Presidmt 
Lowell, Mass. 

A. B. FREYER 
Vice-President 
Shreveport, La. 

DAVID BLUMBERG 
Vice-President 

Los Angeles 

SIDNEY G. KUSWORM 
Treasurer 
Dayton 

MAURICE BISGYER 
Secretary 

Washington 

EXECUTIVE COMMTITEE 

OFFICERS AS ABOVE 

JOSEPH L. KUN 
Philadelphia 

SIDNEY J. STERN 
Greensboro 

BENJAMIN SAMUELS 
Chicago 

and 
PRESIDENTS OF ALL 
AMERICAN DISTRICTS 

1003 K STREET, N. w. • WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Chainnan, Palestine Commission 
American Jewish Conference 
c/ o The Temple 
Ansel Road & E. 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

February 3, 1944 

I am pleased to inform you of the action taken by the 
Executive Committee of B'nai B'rith, at its meeting 
held in Washington, D. c. on January 30 and 31: 

"A motion was made, seconded and carried that the 
following resolution be adopted: 

"BE IT REOOLVED, by the Executive Committee of 
B'nai B'rith at its first meeting since the 
sessions of the American Jewish Conference, that 
our President Henry Monsky be connnended for his 
vision and statesmanship in initiating the call /' I) 
of the Pi ttsburgb. Conference, leading to the his- //N, :,o~ ---17:i 
toric meeting of the .American Jewish Conference, 1 J 1 

which was called to serve our people and to for- ()Air~ (i) •]J"'-.Aj 

mula.te a common program of action in this cri ti- J/(:: V" n D. 
cal period. ,,J,\J, 1~?_;) j'J(;J ytik(j 

"BE IT FURTHER REEOLVED that the B'nai B'rith shall 
continue its full participation in the .American 
Jewish Conference and its Interim Committee; and 

"BE IT mJRTHER RESOLVED that we fervently express 
the hope that through the instrumentality of the 
.American Jewish Conference complete unity of 
action may be attained." 

With cordial regards, 

MB:EEG 

s¾~~~r 
/ Secretary 

Copy to Mr. Jay Pearlstien, Administrative Secretary 

· ,fcfl-14 ~ /:Jr!' 
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RAYMOND SWING 

NINE ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 
NEW YORK; N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

Februa17 4, 1944 

~ It is with the deepest of gratification and appreciation that acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 1ebruary 1st and the contritbt,tbn to the Kirchwey fuhd 
in the sum of tlOOO made by the American Zionist Emergency Council. ;_ , ' I:, 'I 

. /J.? 1ft I 1J.v -·. µif r11 t '~ 11 
I am greatly ena-oaraged by this gift, both because it wilt enable Freda Kirchwey 
1Ddo a number of things of fundamental inportance and because it is the token of 
and understanding of the relationship of the Nation to the problems of our day, 
which in the past has not been on the part of many. 

I am hopeful that I shall have the pleasure of seeing you at the dinner and of 
thanking you in person. 

Cordially 

RS:LS/es 



Mr. Arthur Lourie 
American Zionist :E)nergency Council 
41 ~ast 42nd Street-
NEW YORK 

Dear Lourie. 

)J 

THE EXECtJrIVE OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

Jerusalem, February 6, 1944 

NO• 409 

Herewith a batch of news that may be of some interest to you. 
1) Zionist conferences: Over the last weekend two conferences of Zionist federations took 
place, one in London and the other in Montreal. According to telegraphic news from London, 
the conference of the E•Z•F· was attended by over 700 delegates and heard important ad­
dresses and decided on a united Palestine campaign (of the KH. KliL. etc.) with the aim of 
reRching ~ 1,000.000. The old leadership was re-elected with the addition to it of Leon 
Simon who. as you might have heard, received his knighthood among the l~st New Year's 
honours. We are still waiting to hear from Canada. 

2) Zionist Federations: Reports from the various countries continue to be satisfactory. 
I hope to give you shortly some facts and figures on achievements recorded as far as 
Zionist and fund.raising activities, youth movement, education, membership and shekel 
campaigns. issue of literature, etc. are concerned. 

3) North .Africa: A new feature in our work is the revival of the Zionist activities in 
the liberated countries of North .Africa • .An enormous amount o work can be done here, 
especially in theeiucational sphere, if the considerable external difficulties can be over­
come, as we hope they will be in the course of time. The local communities which have not 
been slo,, in establishing Hebrw educational institutions and resuming Zionist activities, 
nRturo.lly depend on guidance and help from Palestine, and we are most anxious to assitt 
them. especially in the way of personal contacts. 

4) Eurooean Jewry: All reports received from some recent arrivals here have made the most 
stirring impression on everybody who has heard these accounts, which in their horrol surpass 
the wildest imagination. The Yiehuv through its established agencies is trying to be helpful. 
and it is hoped tlai the help of other agencies abroad will also be forthcoming. 

or. E1iash has been sent on a mission to turkey, where he is expected to work in 
close co.ntact with Barlas. His journey co~incidea with that of Chief Rabbi Herzog. who 
might also be helpful through his connections. 

5) Immigration: Some confort in that catastrophic situation has been derived from the fact 
th~t after a long interval Palestine has been able to receive again a trickle of immigrants 
from such countries as Yemen, Algiers, Bulgaria and lately Portugal. One wishes to see in 
this a good beginning. 

6). Budget: There hes been some delay in the formal adoption of the budget for 5704. The 
Agency budget, exceeding the mark of 2 millions has just passed the committee stage and 
yill probably be submitted shortly for approval by the Inner A.O. It is significant that 
the Zionist Executive, for its restricted sphere of wort, find,great difficulty in balancing 
its annual budget amounting to~ 30,000 only. This is only natural ~hen one remembers that 
the Zionist Organisation has one source of revenue only. the Shekalim, the number of which, 
even if growing. has its natural limitations. As it is, the cutting down of some items of 
expenditure will be unavoidable. The problem of finding adequate means for the expected 
revival and expansion of organisation activities in the near future is still unsolved. The 
obvious alternatives are subsidies from the existing funds or the inauguration of a new fund. 
Suggestions under this head are invited. 

ld 3/8/44 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) Leo LFut erbsch 

ORGANISATION DEPARTMENT 



,REIi REI.Elli from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IliMEDIATE ·RELEASE 

PR., SILVER :B~ST/ i WHITE PAPER 

AT HOUSE FOREIGN .A.mE' AIRS COMIAITTEE HEARING 

SAYS FRAMERS OF BALFOUR DECLJ\,RATION AND PALESTINE MANDATE ·, 

WANTED A JEWISH COlvlMOl'i\'wEALTH ESTABLISHED 
i 

- ,.. - r- - -

Washington-... Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chair~ of the executive committee of the 

American Zionist Emergency Council, today told the House Foreign Affairs Committee 

that the British White Paper of 1939 is 11,utterly unsupportable and insufferable, 11 

and that the framers of the Balfour Declaration -and the Palestine Iv'iandate 11 meant a 

Jewish Commonwealth" when they spoke of the estab+ishment of a .National Home for 

the Jewish people in Palestine. 

Dr, Silver appeared in support of the pending Wright-Compton resolutions 

(HR 418-419-) which call on the United States to 11 use its good offices and take 

appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be open.ed for free 

entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity for coloni­

zation. ·so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free 

·and democratic Jewish Comnonwealth. 11 

Pointing ou that• under- the terms of the Whit·e Paper, Jews will be permitted 

to enter Palestine only 11 on Arab sufferance and consent, 11 Dr. Silver told the Conr­

mi ttee that this 11 confronts the Jewish people and the whole civilized world with 

an appal.ling· prospect." He declared that Jewish . homelessness will be widespread 

after the war, with hundreds of thousands of Jews seeking new homes in a world which 

(more) 



will be inhospitable to immigration. 11 A free and o:pen Palestine is the ind1sp9ns,.-, 

able co:ndi tion, not only for a peaceful solution of this most obd.11::::-a-te problem of 

Europe, but also fo:r ti1e pacification of Europe and the wn:ld./ he ailded., 

Asserting that the White Paper is "by no stretch of the ::.m?:gination the 

fulfillment of the nationaJ. aspirations of the Jewish peoplA nccgnized in the 

W.ondatev 11 Dro Silver declarede 1' 1ifuat did the framers of the Ba.._four Declaration 

and the Palestine Mandate have in mind when they spoke of the establishment of a 

National Home for the J'ewish people in Palestine? Their uttera...'1.ces leave no do\:i.bt 

as to their clear intent~ They meant a Jewish State, a Jewish Comr:ionweal th,/1 

Highlights of Dro Silverls testimony before the Ho~se Foreign Affairs C0m­

mittee follow~ 

"Politically, the Jewish people as a people IW.st become like erery other 

people 9 possessed of on independent life in a national home~ Not that all Jews 

should return to Palestine any more than that all Englishmen living in all parts 

of the world should return to England, or all Frenchmen to France, or all Germans 

to Germany. Every nation today has many of its former national s 11 citizens of other 

countrjes~ Eut just as there is an England, a France ani a Germanyi so must there· 

be a Lond of Israel in order that the status of the Jewish people might be normal­

ized throughout the world~ 

flThere are no other opportunities for mass immigration of Jews anywhere else 

in the world. There will be none. We wish it were otherwiset but wishes are not 

horses. Feeble trickles of immigration will be permitted in this or that country, 

but waves will be fiercely resisted; and it is with wavea, and not with trickles 

that we mu.st concern ourselves, 

nwe mst not forget the experiences of Jewish refugees in the last ten years.­

These experiences will be no different after the war. They may be even more diffi­

culti for nations will then be in the grip of vast economic dislocations and they 

will be thinking in terms of helping their own people over the extremely formidable 

(more) 



transition period when their national economies will be passing from a war-time to 

a peace~time footing. 

11 .A. free and open Palestine is the indispensable condition not only for a 

peaceful solution of this most obdurate problem of Europet but also for the pacifi­

cation of Europe and the world. 

11 The record of pioneering achievement of the Jewish people in Palestine in 

the twenty years before the Second World War, the story of their heroic labors and 

sacrifices and their cour~eous experimentation have received the acclaim of the 

en tire world. A veritable miracle of colonization was performed. The Jewish people 

increased from 55,000 to 600,000. Close to 300 colonies have been established. 

Some 2.000 factories and 4,000 small workshops were opened. 

11 It was fortunate• indeed, that Palestine was available, readied and prepared 

by the labor of these Jewish pioneers, when the horrible Hitler persecutions swept 

over European Jewry, for that little country was able to absorb more than 300,000 

refugees from Germany and Central Europe. Today Jewish Palestine is again vindic~t­

ing its claim to full life and national freedom by the extraordinary contribution 

which it is ma.king to the war effort of the United Nations. Some 23,000 young 

Palestinian Jews, out of that small population, have volunteered for service in the 

armies of the United Nations. Some 50,000 Palestinian Jews are engaged in defense 

work. 

11 What did the frruners of the :Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate 

have in mind when they spoke of the establishment of a National Home for the Jewish 

people in Palestine? Their utterances leave no doubt as to their clear intent. 

They meant a Jewish State, a Jewish Commonwealth. 

11 Provision, of course, was made in the :Balfour Declaration and in the Mnndate 

for the political equality of all citizens and for the civil and religious rights 

of existing non-Jewish communities. These rights have been fully protected, The 
\ 

- Palestine Arab has not been exploited, In fact, there are no Arabs on the face of the 

(more) 
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earth today more prosperous than the A.rabs of Palestin~. 

"The White Paper is by no stretch of the imagination the fulfillment of the 

national aspirations of the Jewish people recognized in the Mandate. It is their 

total liquidation. The Jews were left to build their national home without men and 

without land, just as their ancestors in Egypt were expected to make brick without 

straw. 

II If the White Paper was found odious and morally unjustifiable in 1939, be­

fore the Second World War and before the appalling disasters swept over the Jewish 

communities of Europe, driving hundre ds of thousands of Jews helpless and impover~ 

ished from their homes to wander over the f a ce of the earth; how utterly insupport­

able and insufferable is it todayJ 

11 In March of this year, the pitifully r e stricted immigration schedule per~ 

mitted under the White Paper will eome to an end. Thereafter no more Je'l7s will be 

permitted to enter Palestine except on .P..rab sufferance and consent. This confronts 

the Jewish people and the whole civilized world nith an appalling prospect. It is 

self-evident that Je.,ish homelessness will b e widespread a.ft er the war. There will 

be hundreds of thousands of Jevrn who will have to seek new homes in a world \7hich 

will be inhospitable to immigration. 

11 No doubt the Jews of Europe, following the .Allied victory, will be restored 

to the~r political rights and to equality of citizenship. But they possessed these 

rights after the last war -- even minority rights in some of the eountries of Central 

and Eastern Europe 

the last war. n 

#38-2/8/44 

and anti-Semitism was never so r ampant, so vicious, as aft er 
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el e in the world. There will be none. e wish it ere otberw1 e, but 

wishes re not hor e. ieeble trickle of immigr tion will be permitted 

i tbia or that country, but avea will be fiercely resisted. blt it is 

with •a•e• of 1ntm1gr tion and not with trickles th t e muet concern our­

eelvea. e Zionists a e not op oeed to Je ish imm1'sl'Bt1on to any country 

1 he , r d. 1 te the oontrary. e hot2 and pray all countries 111 

open their door to refug~es. Butt ee t in~e do not hap en. 

·e mu t not forget the ex,:e rience.e of Je ·ieb refugees in the l st 

10 y r . Thes:1 ex"P'rience 111 e no different ftrr t e r. They 

may b e mi mor ifficult; for n tin 111 then be in the grip of va. t 

~cono io disloc tio s nd they 1 ti e th1nk1 1 rm f hel ing their 

0 e le ov r t extrem ly f rmid ble tr . 1tion ~ riod . hen their 

n t nal economies . 111 be a sinR: fro artime to peacetime footing. 

They 111 r fuse to oomplio te their live 1th l a r~e i ! exe of im-

ov ri s ed immigrants. The Je i ah colonie 

in Je ieb 1 m1'2Tant • 

re ready to ex nd and t ke 

free and o en Falestine i t e 1nd1spens ble condition ot only 

for eaoeful solution of th1e mo t obdur te 1% oblem of uro ~ e, but leo 

fr the cific tion of ur e nd the ortd. 

t teemen eh uld cle ly underetand this. If t he roblem of maee 

Je ish em.1 r , tion nd of the nation 1 homeleesnes of the Je ish eo le 

1 n tole rly faced ~nd aolYed aft r the r, it will return v rand 

over ~ain to harass an un e tle tbe world. eaotion 111 ex loit the 
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1tuat1 n ain in. b efe aele osition of the Jes wa 

exploit d y th a.zi to ril!e to po er. They employed 1. t a a eai;:..<>n 

to c iev the di 1 te r tion f .urope. F 01st adventur ra aft~r the 

r blem is qui e a muoh ar i 11 continue t expl it 1 t. 

the orld' roble ~ 1 t 1 th t of the J 

ha t t he orl 

r tion fit 

111 do oonoernin the: J 1 h 1: eo le en co oe r ing 

the r tio al l ife i le tin ft r h r 111 be 

the true in ex of the n ture, nd ch l' et r ot the ent1 r e r ,ogr of ·orld 

reoon truction. T e orld tterna of reconstruction will unerr1n~ly 

eflect the 

ts n 0 1 

ci sion 

tu • 

hioh w111 be m de conoern1nfr the Je 1sh people and 

in · t e c e of t he Je~iah peo .le, hich po ee~ eee 

no rmi r n Yi e • and w ich wi 11 emerge fro the orld ,'a.r t e mo t 

battered o f 11 reo~ 1 , the nited &tione will aot tn a s 1r1t of 

ju tic • vi i on, true et te man then th r is h e that by the 

~e e iri t e entir or 111 e e nd ved. 

urely, t e e 1ah eo le '· re n less deserY1 ~ than ot er eo lea 

o e n tional inde endence and freedom h v been Qi\! r teed by the United 

t1one. They .ve been t e or t vict i ms of azi bruta 1ty, 

ca eualt1 ve been ro crt1 n t ely t eh av1e t. The e is 

erately need al tin for it h mel illi n ~o n 

e.r, nd for it n tional ecurity, dignity, and normalcy. Je 

d t ir 

le 

f t r the 

h v shown 

rem ark ab1 e oa c1 ty f r ion er ·n , for 1 bor and cri fice. They hav , 

built worthily n ell in 1 stine. They h ve m de ale tine their own 
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a &1 by t heir heroic labor, by their blood and awe t. Ne rly a th t 

1 ho eful, rom1 i ng , and rogr 

h ve orP ted • 

1 ve in th t country tod.Ft.y, th~ Je 

. h t h b~en C lled the noble t e rpr1 e of our time ust 

no b cruelly s ~. ed nd underm1 ed. 

t . 

The e r la.tions hicb v · be . i tro uced in the ou e nnd in 

the '.1ena te 1 and wh ich have .r eceived the endo re ment of the le der f 

th olitical artie, k our Gov ernment us e 1t • od of ice , a 

it 1 one e b fore, to a aist orely tried nd ha r seed . eo le in 

ocom 11 i the ta k of r ebuilding its n tional li f e 1n it ceetral 

home -- task 

other n t1on 

JI' oved of by our Government nd our people n by 52 

t t.be clo e of t he last ar -- a t ask , h ever , whi ch 

cannot b cco liahe wit cut t e free entry of Jes int the country 

d 1 thout the full st o ortuni tiee for ooloni za.t1on and economic 

devflllo ment. The r oon t1. tutton of r al tine t1. J e'lllieh commo·n e 1th 

•o ld b t o ue men of f 1th a fulfillment f ro_ hecy and to 11 act 

of hit rie ju tioe to ,m ancient and 1 ng-martvred people. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DR. SILVER SAYS FOREIGN .AFFAIRS COMiviITTEE BEARINGS SHOW STRONG SUPPORT 

FOR PALESTINE RESOLUTION, BUT WARNS 11 BATTLE IS :fllOT YET WON11 

- 11"11' - - - -

REPORTS POLITICAL OUTLOOK :BETTER IN LONDON Ju"'ID hASHINGTON; ASSAILS 

FORCES WORKING AGAINST ZIONIST CAUSE 

Washington -- Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the executive committee of the 

.American Zionist Emergency Council, today declared that the initial hearings on the 

Palestine Resolution (HR 418-419) before the House Foreign Affairs Committee 11 have 

shown unmistakably that the pending resolution commands very strong support both in 

the Committee and the House. Ii 

Dr. Silver warned, however, that 11 our own battle is not yet won, and it may 

be prolonged. 11 In a formal statement, he pointed out that 11 apart from the handful 

of Jewish die~hards there are other forces working against our cause. As we gather 

strength, the opposition of all categories grows more desperate. They are justly 

apprehensive of the tremendous wave of pro-Zionist sentiment that is sweeping the 

country. 11 

Opponents of the resolution, which calls for free entry of Jews into Palestine 

and the reconstitution of that country as 11 a free and democratic Jewish Commonweal th,11 

may have recourse to 11 delaying tactics designed to hold up the passage of the resolu­

tion in the hope that something may happen which will help to defeat it, 11 Dr. Silver 

warned. He added that 11 it is possible that an effort will be made to delay Congres~­

ional action by bringing about intervention by one Department of the Government or 

(more) 



another. Arguments on the ground of 1military necessity' may be used against the 

resolution as they were used a year ago to prevent or. delay the restoration of the 

rights of the Jews of Algeria under the Cremieux Decree. 11 

Asserting that 11 those charged with responsibility are vigilant and will con­

tinue to do all that is necessary, 11 Dr. Silver declared that the intensive campaigns 

which have been conducted for the abrogation of the White Paper and for a Jewish 

Commonwealth in Palestinet 11 combined with the quiet political work which has been 

carried on, have produced a cunn.ilative effect. It is no exaggeration to say that 

the political outlook regarding Palestine has recently undergone a change for the 

better both in Washington and London. I have reason to hope that we shall see 

evidence of this gradual improvement in the near future. 11 

The text of Dr. Silver's statement follows: 

11 The initial hearings on the Palestine Resolution before the Foreign .Affairs 

Committee of the Hou~e of Representatives constitute yet another milestone in our 

struggle for a Jewish Palestine. The hearings have shown unmistakably that the 

pending resolution commands very strong support both in the Committee and the House. 

This was indicated by the attitude of the Chairman, Mr. Sol Bloom, by the emphatic 

expression of support made in Committee by the majority and minority leaders of the 

House and by the long line of Congressmen who appeared and asked to be heard in 

favor of the resolution. There is little room for doubt that a large majority favors 

affirmative actiono It was also brought out that there has been a most impressive 

registration of opinion on the part of Jews and non-Jews in every section of the 

country. 

11 As might have been expected, the inveterate foes of Zionism put in an appear­

ance as they did in 1917 and in 1922. They used the old and hackneyed arguments 

which were used a quarter of a century ago and which were ignored by the Congress 

and Government of the United States and by other governments. The anti-Zionists, 

however. finQ themselves this time in a more difficult position. Then they openl~ 

(more) 
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attacked the Balfour Declaration and the Jewish National Home. Today they are 

forced to swaJ.low both and to give their reluctant assent to most parts of the 

resolution now pending. :But they continue to express their essential opposition 

to Zionism by concentrating their main attack on the Jewish ComrnonweaJ.th on the 

ground that it goes 'beyond 1 the Balfour DeQlaration which they or their predeces­

sors had opposed so bitterly and unsuccessfully in the past. Historically, they 

are fighting a losing battle. 

11 0ur own battle is not yet won, and it may be prolonged • .Apart from the 

handful of Jewish die-hards there are other forces working against our cause • .As 

we gather strength, the opposition of all categories grows more desperate. They are 

justly apprehensive of the tremendous wave of pro-Zionist sentiment tp.at is sweeping 

the country. Fearful of our success, they may have recourse to delaying tactics 

designed to hold up the passage of the resolution in the hope that something may 

happen which will help to defeat it. It is possible that an effort will be made to 

delay Congressional action by bringing about . intervention by one Department of the 

Government or another. .Arguments on the ground of ·•military nec.essi ty 1 may be used 

against the resolution as they were used a year ago to prevent or delay the restorar­

tion of the rights of the Jews of .Algeria under the Cremieux Decree. We must be 

prepared for aJ.l tactics and eventualities. Those charged with responsibility are 

vigilant and will continue to do all that is necessary. Our friends throughout the 

country must likewise continue on the alert and make their voices heard. In the 

final analysis, public opinion is the decisive factor in political affairs in a 

democratic country, 

11 The Zionist and Jewish :public is entitled to know that the long and uphill 

fight we have been waging has not been in vain. Our protests against the White 

Paper, our insistent demand for a Jewish Commonwealth, the magnificent demonstration 

of solidarity at the .American Jewish Conference, the intensive campaign which has 

been going on here and in other eountries -- all of these things combined with the 

(more) 
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quiet political work which has been carried on have produced a curmlative effect. 

It is no exaggeration to say that the political outlook regarding Palestine has 

rocen tly undergone a cha.'lge for the better both in Washington and London. I have 

reason to hope that we shall see evidence of this gradual impro"'ement in the near 

future. 

11 Whatever progre ss may be achieved, it will be accomplished not by timidity, 

but by courage and steadfastness. I, therefore, call upon nJ.l friends of Zion to 

persevere and redouble their effoz-ts in these critical dayso ii 

--30--
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r. John J. cCloy February 1, 1944 

trength of it 11, the r sp na1ble l f' adere of Amerio n 
Je ry, 1n beh lf not only of the Zioni t but of the 

re t American Je ish Conference wh1c re re~ented all 
ections of American Jewry. ur ed the introduction of 

t his resolution. If this r solution is now def ted or 
otion u on it indefinitely est oned, 1t 111 be a 

~eriou o11t1cal def at for reat movement, · defeat 
for hich, I am sure, the ~ar De artment does not wish 
to be respon ible. ur movement will r ceive ab d blow, 
.hich it did not m, r1 t, and from the hands of friends. 

(8) I m ondering. e are many of my friends, whether 
ome . eople who have been consistently hostile or 

indifferent to the Je.,,ieh National H me, nd who re µn­
illin~ to take the r pone1b111ty them elves, are not 

manoeuverin~ the ·ar epartment into t his unenviable 
o si t1on. 

lease think throu~h t hi matter aP;&,in, my dear r. oCloy. 
You may is to ow this communioation to cretary Stim­
son, w. o ha been a good friend of the movement for many 
years. You may 1 sh to 1 souse it with me and my oollea.~ee 
~ain. lease be assur d that any effort which you will 

expend inti m tter 111 be profoundly p reci t cd by 
t he J e of merica and of the world and by men of good 

111 everywhere. or the hundreds of thou ands of martyred 
Jes f uro e, the o ening of the ooor of alestine ie 
t eir one last hope and salvation. 

ermit me to remain 

ost cordially yours, 

H :NEK bba Hillel Silver 
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Dr. Stephens. Wise, 
340 est 57th Street, 
Kew Tort 01 tJ 

•Y deal" Dr. 1 se: 

\ 

February 12, 1944 

Wfldent1a1 

I hope that JOU have returned well from your •1 s1 t to 
the Pacific Coast. 

! 
, Much bas happened since you left. I am sorry that you 

asked for a postponement of our 1nten1ew with the 
President, but then that is water under the bridge. 

, onatJ, who was in P1 ttsburgb attending the Annual 
Meeting of the Council of elfare tederations, met up 
with Bl ustein and Pro akauer, who dld not seem to tnow 
anJ more than we did about the conat1tut1on of the 
delegation and what the President intended to say. 
They indicat~d, however, that if we were to bring up 
the subject of the eo-onweal th before the President, 
they would be compelled to express their opposition. 
This would ha•e converted the meeting into an un­
pleasant fight between Jewe in the presence of the 
President. 

YJud~e R. thought it feasible to postpone the meeting . 
.,, \ He told me that Bahum Goldmann bad oarri ed on nego­

tiations i th him in the name of the Zionist Emergency 
Council and had agreed to this joint delegation. and 
that he• Judge R. bad assumed right along tfiat the 
arr ngement would e satisf ctory to us. This is 
another of the by-products of the very unfortunate 
conditions which exists by having two political bodies 
carrying on work in aehington. 1 am convinced more 
than ever that the political bureau of the Je ieb 
Agency should be closed or that its work be restricted 
entirely to Latin-American affairs, else e will be 
~etting into one morass after another. 
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JudP,e R. told me that he was not aware that the 
President bad any important announcement to mate or 
that a d1eousa1on al:Dut Palestine bad entered any 
final stage. 

Now that the joint delegation has been indefinitely 
postponed, the President may find 1 t · neoeeeary, 1n 
view of the many petitions addressed to him from all 
aides, to make some sort of statement to the publ1o. 
Jud~e R. ~nd I disouseed the nature of such a state­
ment. I also discussed 1 t with the members of the 
Emer~ency Oounoil at 1 te laet meeting in W&eh1ngton 
l aet Tuesday. Judge R. ea1d that he \10uld 1 et ue know 
before any statement ts issued. I urged upon him to 
have that statement include a referenoe to a Jewish 
Commonwealth. Be doubted that that could be done. 

You have probably learned by now about the hearings 
before the Foreign Affairs Committee. They went off 
well but the oppos1 tion, I am afraid• did succeed in 
confusing a few of the members on the subject of Church 
and state, and are the Jews a raoe, a religion or a 
people. The eeoond day• s discussion went far afield • 
but in looking over the debate before the Foreign Af­
fairs Committee in 1922, the very same thing happened 
then. There will be another hearing next Tuesday - I 
bel1 eve the final hearing - I hope that you will appear 
before the Oomittee next Tuesday ae your presence was 
greatly miaeed. Yr. Bloom. who has been behaving very 
decently, 1s particularly anxious to have you come. 
At this hearin~ the Ar&ba w111 appear and it is important 
to close the hearings on a friendly note. favorable to 
our side. 

The members of the Foreign Affairs Oomaittee have been 
flooded with messages from their home oonstitueli es. 
as have all the members of Oon~reas. The oountrt has 
responded beautifully. 



... 
.... 

Dr. Stephens. Wise February 121 1944 

The point ot attaot, of oouree, baa been and will con­
tinue to be the phrase in ~he Resolution calling •tor 
the reoonstttutton of a free and demooratto Jewiah 
Commonweal th." Some members of the Oomml ttee, when 
they R;et tnto Executive Seeston, may attempt to amend 
the Resolution. In that oaae, it would be better to 
have action on the Resolution delayed. 

The war Department has already indicated to both the 
Foreign Affaire and Foreign Relattona Oo111111tteea that 
it regards the Resolution undesirable from a military 
point of vtew. I am 1ncl_tned to believe that llr. Bloom 
1s not greatly 1mpreeaed by this fact. However, that 
1a a factor that we shall have to evaluate ae we go 
along. It may be an attempt on· the part of the State 
Department to ehlft the reepona1b111ty_onto the 
military as they 41d 1n the case of tbe Or•ieux lawa. 

I hope to see you at the hearing in Washington next 
Tuesday. Perhapa ycu can come on Monday, at which time 
we can, personally, canvass the entire situation in 
detail. 

nth &11 good wishes,. I remain 

Very oord1a11Y yours, 

AHS:NEK Abba Hillel Silver 
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dmerican ZioniJt Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zien ist Organization of America 

February 18, 1944. 

To the Members of the Emergency Council: 

I enclose herewith, for your information, the following: 

l) Copy of cable da1ied February 6th from Dr. Grunbaum. 

2) Copies of two articles which appeared in the London Times. 

I should also like to draw your attention to the following not. 

which appeared in the J'.T • .A.. of February 3rd under a London dateline .. 

n More than forty thousand Jews are now serving 

AL:LD 

Reminder: 

with British armad forces in the Middle East, 
it was disclosed in the House of CoI11DOns today 
by War Minister Sir JaJOOs Grigg. Sir Janes said 
that this total included all units on active 
service as well as local forces." 

Meetint; of Executive Comnittee, Mond~, February 21, at 
4:00 P. M. at 342 Madison A.venue, Boom 1421. 

Meetint; of Emergency Council. Monday, February 21. at 
8&15, same place. 
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JERUSALEM FEBRUARY 6, 1944 (RECEIVED FEBRUARY 13, 1944) 

NLT DR. STEPHEN WISE 

$42 MADISON AVENUE 

NE W YORK CITY 

MOST GRATIFIED .APPOINTMENT GOVEBNMENT COMMITTEE EUROPEAN EEl!UGEES CONFIDENT YOUR 

DOING iJT--MOST ENSURE COMMITTEE ACHIEVE REAL RESULTS BY CONTRAST FORMER COMivuTTEES 

STOP Alf.ONG POLISH JEWS ARRIVED HERE RECENTLY ONE LEFT POL.AND LAST MAY STOP THEY 

REPORT UNrnTERRUPTED EXTERMINATION ONLY HUNDREDS THOUS.ANDS REMAIN ING OF MILLIONS 

POLISH JEWS Ju'ID OTHERS EXILED TO POLAND STOP SURVIVORS IN LABOUR CAMPS OR HIDING 

'.BOTH CATEGORIES UNDER CONSTANT THREAT EXTERMINAT;[ON STOP IN CAMPS WE.AK OR SICK 

BEING KILLED SAME FATE .AWAITS HIDERS CAUGHT GESTAPO OFFERING REWARDS STOP AS FRONT 

APPROACHES BALK.ANS D.A.NG'IDR GERl:iAN DOMINATION HUNG.ARY RUUANIA BULGARIA WHERE OVER 

MILLION JEWS STOP GOVERNMIDNTS TEESE COUNT.RIES OFFICIALLY FORBID JEWISH EMIGRATION 

BUT IN PRACTICE DONT IN•l1ERFEBE STOP DIFFICULTIES ARE FIRST TRANSPORT SECOND INVOLVED 

PROCEDUP.E SEJCURING IMMIGRATION PERMITS THIRD FEAR ·'l'URKISH GOVERNMElNT GRANT JEWS 

TRANSMIT VISAS !EST THEY UNAJ3LE CONTINUE J.OURNEY STOP ESSEJNTIAL SIMPLIFY PROCEWBE 

ALSO CONVINCE TURKEY NO JE\/S IN TRANSIT REiv'.A.IN STOP NECESSARY OFFICIALS DEALING 

JE\iISH BEFUGEES BE INSTRUCTED EXPEDITE FACILITIES NOT CREATE FORMAL DIFFICULTIES 

STOP ABOVE ALL URGENT EXTRAORDINARY STEPS BE TAKEN INCLUDING THREAT RETALIATION 

VIEW FORCING GERMANS CEASE SLAUGHTER S'IDP AT IE.AST FOR SOME CATEGORIES SUCH AS 

CHILDREN VETERANS PUBLIC WORKERS ESSENTIAL .ARRANGE EXCHANGE AGAINST INTERNED GERMANS 

ALLIED COUNTRIES STOP IF ROOSEVELT COMMITTEE TACKLING WORK SERIOUSLY MUST FIRST 

PROVIDE PLACES REFUGE AMERICA ONLY THEN PBOSPECT OTHER ALLIED NEUTRAL COUNTRIES 

ACTING LIKEWISE STOP UNDER ilHITE PAPER ONLY 21000 STILL ADMISSI:BIE PALESTINE $1'0P 

PLEASE DO UTMOST IMPRESS AMElRICAN JEWRY .AND ROOSEVELT COMMITTEE DAYS NUMBERED STOP 

ABSOLUTELY VITAL THIS HOUR SUPREME. TRAGEDY A.LL INTERNAL DIFFERENCES BE OVERCOMEl A.S 

WAS DUNE HEBE ALL AMERICAN JEWS UNITING VIEW SAVING I.A.ST REMNANTS EUROPEAN JEWRY 

STOP CABLE 
ISAAC GRUEN.BAUM UNITED RESCUE COMMITTEE 



COPY OF ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED iN 
LONDOO TIMES, THURSDAY, JANU.ARY 20 1 1944 
< 

SYRIA .Al\lD THE LE:SANON 

- -- .- - -
I TEE BID FOR INDEPENPENT STATUS 

STRENGTH OF NATIOUAL SENTIMENTS 

From Our Special Correspondent in Syria 

~n a short ceremony on January 3 the Lebanese and Syrian S~ates 
jointly took over the Customs and the tobacco monopoly, administered since 1928 by 
France as the mandatory on their behalfe The change is small~ but it consecrates 
the independence of these two States, and marks the end, except in law0 of the man,-. 

date which France had exercised since 1919. 

Although these two States are weak in population and resources, their acces­
sion to independent status focused for 10 days the interest of a world at war. The 
events of the first fortnight of November have had repercussions some of which were 
certainly unexpected by those responsible. The Moslem world~ as Iv'iarshal Lyautey 
once said, is a sounding box. The clarion call of Beirut reverberated well beyond 
that world; and its last echoes may not die down for a long time. 

To small nations the affair of the Lebanon was a test bf the Atlantic Charter 
and of the sincerity of allied war•~time promises. To the Arab world it was the first 
and a triumphant success against European domination and in favour of Arab unity, 
whatever be the ultimate limits of that ideal. To Jews it has appeared as a danger 
signal. To France it was bitter humiliation8 and seemed proof that even their best 
friends could be induced to take an unfair advantage of their present weakness. 
Lastly, to the J3ri tish it has been a source of argument and heart-searching. What­
ever each mants standpoint, all but the irresponsible see that serious and unpleasant 
issues have been inopportunely raised, Now that passions are cooling all are trying 
to assess how 1ruch has been gained and how um.ch lost, and ,1hich way the balance fi .. 
nally tilts. 

A WORLD OF BARGAINING 

The Levant, it is true, is a world of bargaining. Spontaneous reactions are 
bargaining. Spontaneous reactions are regularly modified in the sense most likely 
to impress an observerc whether he be friend 0 foe 9 or a disinterested third party. 
This reservation should be borne in mind in estimating the importance of repercussions 
from the Lebanese incident. One might ask, for instance~ whether the economic and 
social clauses of the Atlantic Charter appeal as strongly as its political clauses 
to the groups now installed in sovereign power both in Syria and the Lebanon. The 
family, in its wider sense0 is still the main focus of loyal ties, Friends and sn.D ·· 
porters come next; employees, labourers~ and other compatriots well below. J:t8ligion, 
according to the individual and the circumstances 0 takes either the hieh"'.,-1, or lowest 
place in this hierarchy of values. 

There is therefore something to be said for the cont..-.a .... ~n that the Atlantic 
Gharter was invoked in the Lebanon to transfer power fr..om a moderately efficient 
l:or~~1"!."l--.administration to qne no more e:f'fi.oien:-t. ana. in.lmo st as foreign; for the 



politically minded town-dweller of Syria and the Lebanon, besides engaging in some 
profession or trade,. is often a serni~feudal landlord given to harsh exploitation and 
thus little qualified to be regarded as of the people, French officials were freely 
accused of being corrupt and prone to political favouritism. Here, again, the change 
for the people may prove to be slight. The Levant was corrupt long before the French 
came on the sceneo 

But whatever its shortcomings by western standards, there has arisen in the 
Lebanon, in spite of its long history of close ties with France, a strong national 
sentiment which overrode Christian and Moslem differences as well as disagreements 
with Syriao The French, who paradoxically, are largely responsible for its growth, 
freely acknowledge · this 9 with reservations about its durability~ Popular enthusiasm 
over the change from a flag based on the Tricolor to one which carried no association 
with France was the most obvious manifestation of the new sentiment. 

FRENCH INTENT IONS 

In invoking allied promises the Lebanese were on strong ground. Careful 
reading of the relevant documents ... namely0 the declarations by General Catrou.x: of 
June 8 and No~ember 26~ 1941~ and President Naccachts reply to the latter - may 
indeed leave some doubt whether the Free French Committee (as it then was) intended 
to commit itself to a relaxation of French control as completely or as unconditionaJ]r 
as the Lebanese or the British made out~ But there is suf'ficient ambiguity to just­
ify the Lebanese Government's contention that, especially in the circumstances in 
which the proclamations were Ina.de 0 the Lebanese people.,._ and the Syrians too -
were meant to interpret them in the most liberal sense. The British as. guarantors 
of the first Catroux procla.~ation~ and the Americans as signatories of the Atlantia 
Charter~ when the matter came t,o the test, backed up the Lebano-Syrian point of view. 
They certainly were in par·~ prompted by the fear of jeopardiz-ing allied credit else­
where~ They ware also encouraged by the indignation which the first Press messages 
about the crises had proYoked. By their decision in this case they set a precedent 
to which appeal will certainly be made~ 

Syria~ which was only indirectly involved in the Lebanese dispute with the 
'French, was the first beneficiary of the settlement c Juxidically the positions of 
the two States are very different, as are their problems and outlooko In spite of 
the agreement to divide the re·venues from inierets communs in the ratio of 40 per 
cent to each State with the balance of 20 per cent to be held and divided later; and 
in spite of their decision to aclminister by a joint commission those interets which 
do not, like internal security servicesa have to be administered separately, the two 
States remain distinct. It might almost be said that they stand back to back. 

CHRIST IAN AND MOSLEM 

The core of the Lebanon is composed of a high mountainous area, the hinterland 
of Beirut 0 of which the population is 90 per cent Christian. This country!) about 
600,000 strong9 was the autonomous Lebanon established under the Turks in the 1860 1s 
under the g~arantee of the five major Powers at that time. To it in 1919 the French 
added the d.istricts of Tr:i.po:.lis, 13ekaa Valley, and Sidon, all predominantly Moslem. 
They had. already mad.e up thoir minds that Syria would soon be al together lost to 
them~ BlJ.t they hoped to establish a permanent reJ.ation wHh the Lebanon and in order 
to streng.~ten it gave it a good port, a granaryr and a common frontier with British 
Palestineo Bu.tin so doing they raised the Moslem population of the Lebanon, both 
SUnnite and Dn.1.zell to something near equality with the Crhistian population.. This 
destroyed its natural cohesion, fo:r. ·the Christtan looks to the west and the Moslem 
to the neighbouring Arab Stateso Unde~ the impulse of emergent nationalism and 



other causes these two groups united against the French for the securing of inde­
pendence. 

I arrived in Beirut just before Christmas. The Egyptian delegation was here 
and the streets were thick with Lebanese and Egyptian flags. At receptions in the 
Egyptians honour Christians who had long abandoned the tarbush ,iere seen wearing it 
again as a symbol of Arab solidarity. It was the subject of almost affectionate 
jesting as Lebanese and ~gyptians plunged their forks deeper into the thick cream of 
their meringues and hailed the visiting Briton as one of 11 our allies 11 to whom they 
owed their new-found unity and independence. But by the New Year, when I visited 
Damascus, a more thoughtful mood had set in and Christians of different sects would 
draw one into a corner to confide their anxieties and mutter that the Ndnistry was 
going too far and was already shaky. 

ELECTORAL REFORM 

The Lebanese Constitution provides for elections on a communal or confessional 
basis. The system lends itself to various abuses by which a foreign Power can easily 
profit. But it has ensured the Christians a majority in the Chamber, As a corollary 
it became the practice to choose a Christian, usually a Maronite, for President and 
a Moslem for Prime liiinister. Such is the case today. · 

In the past 20 years politics in the Lebanon have been dominated by personali­
ties and cliques rather than by programmes. But one man, ever since before the last 
war, has unswervingly fought for Arab independence and Arab unity, at any rate in the 
area stretching from the Taurus to Sinai. He is Riad Bey es-Solh, now Prime Ministe~ 
w40 throughout his life has sought alliance with whatever Power seemed at the time 
most likely to advance his cause. One of the first aims of his Ministerial declarar­
tion is the abolition of the confessional system of elections. 

This change would not jeopardize Christian rights were the Lebanon to remain 
a completely detached and sovereign State. But if it became marely an autonomous 
area within Greater Syria the Christians might well wonder whether the Lebanon would 
not soon cease to have its present Christian physiognomy. Thus the attitude of the 
Christians in face of the proposed change depends largely on the attitude of the 
Lebanon's greater neighbour Syria. 

I I - ARA] POLITICAL AilviS rn DAMASCUS 

THE CH.ALLElmE TO THE FRENCH 

Unli~e the Lebanese, the 3,000,000 Syrians, despite some powerful Christian, 
Druze, and Al.await minorities 9 form a compact Moslem nation. Under the bright sky 
and in the c,;:,isp air of Damascus you see the berobed Arabs of romance anJ. legend -­
handsome, tall 1 healthy, and proud, They are keenly religious, hardy, and prepared 
to fight for their independence and what they regard as their rights. They are in­
clined to look down on the Lebanese as homrnes d'affaires, who live too well and have 
grown soft. Unlike them 0 the Syrians never accepted the mandate and rose several 
time& against the French, who soon realized that they must be given what they demande~ 

The National bloc at present in power is that which established the Consti­
tution and negotiated the abortive Treaty of 1936 with the luckless Blum Government. 
The l~aders, men of character and intelligence, have theretore had previous experie:nre. 



of office. The President._ Shukri KowatlY., and the P:rime Minister, Saadullah Jabry• 
are both strict Moslems, admirers of King +bn Saud and the Wahhabite tarigu ( 11 way 
of life 11 or llsect 11 ). They neither smoke nor drink, and they break of;i their \vork 
when the IIBl.ezzin calls the faithful to preyer. 

The political aims of this National bloc are far-reaching. Greater Syria -
that is, Syria1 the Lebanon._ Palestine and Transjordan -- is, they say• a natural 
geographical and historical unit which should never haye been split up.. It must be 
reunited as soon as circumstances allow. Syria cannot recognjze the sovereign in­
dependence of the Lebanon, though it is willing to recognize its autonomy. They 
have the same policy towards the Jewish colonies in Palestine to whom also they r1ould 
be prepared to allow a certain autonomy. For the immediate future of Palestine, they 
say, the White. Pap er could be taken as a basis of understanding rlith the Arab world., 
and with Syria in particular, ::SUt they find it impossible to conceive any permanent 
settlement which leaves Palestine or any part of it outside the Arab world to which 
it belongs. As for the vlider aspect of Pan-Arabi sm, the Syrians are prepared to take 
their place in any scheme eventually agreed upop by the rest of the Arab nations. 

STRENGTH OF I SLAM 

Though ready to take its place also among the United Nations q.I1d to do, within 
the limits of its means, whatever the Allied Command may ask1 Syria is unwilling to 
discuss the question of a treaty with any nation, at least until the war is over. 
It will then be prepared to fit into uhatever system of mutual defence the nations 
of the world may evolve. But Syria is opposed in principle to bilateral treaties, 
whether with France, Britm~, or o.ny other country; for Syrians consider such treaties 
contrary to the implied terms of the Atlantic Charter. This same objection is1 in­
cidentally• shared by the Lebanese. Syria is also opposed to a guarantee by any 
group of preponderant nations, or any division of Arab territory into zones of in­
fluence. She is confident that Arab Islam, if it can once be free of foreign im-­
mixture in its affairs. has strength enough witpin itself to provide for its o,m 
defence. 

Though the more nationalist Lebanese, both Christian and Moslem, would endorse 
this policy, the majority of Christians are less sure of the innate strength of 
Islam except within its borders or of the wisdom of entrusting themselves too irre­
vocably to its protection. Many Lebanese would favour the sort of five-power guarantee 
which served them well under the Turks. ::SUt the Syrians have no use for this. They 
are as mu.ch opposed to the 11 Tangierization" of any part of Greater Syria as to its 
11Balkanization, 11 and pointedly ask the Lebanese: 11 A guarantee against whom? 11 For 
if, as they suspect, it is against a Moslem Greater Syria, then they are uncoll!Pro--­
misingly hostile. lf ever such a guarantee should be forced on the Arab world• they 
say, Syria would reserve the right to claim the return of the provinces ceded to make 
up a Greater Lebanon after the last war. This cession, they add, was never accepted 
by Syria, but she kept silent because she saw therein the means of constituting an 
Arab Lebanon. Syria has no conflict with the Lebanon, I was told, but she might 
have if any foreigners were to try to extend their_ imperialism into that territory. 

DENTZ I S TREACHERY 

It is believed in Jerusalem that certain Jews or Jewish groups have been buy­
ing land in Syria or the Lebanon through non-Jewish agents. The Lebanese Prime Min­
ister may well have had such a development in mind when he declared to the Chamber, 
11 We will not make the Lebanon a focus for colonization; neither would our neighbours 
wish to see it become a gateway (pays de transit) for colonization elsewhere." 



' The French have committed many errors in their dealings with Syria and the 
Lebanon, though the planting of colonists was not one. The worst blunder, which, 
ll1 the way; •. Has largely the responsibility of Laval, was the failure to ratify the 
treaties of 1936. These were intended to give the two S'tates independence, replac.,.. 
ing the mandate with a 25 years I treaty with Syria and one in perpetuity with the 
Lebanon. The wise administration of M. Puaux, the High Commissioner, before the 
armistice nevertheless raised French prestige to its highest peak. But all this 
was lost when France was defeated and Mo Pua:ux failed to win over the army of the 
Levant to resistance. Fifth column propaganda, Italian and Gorman tourists, and 
Dll the other disruptive influences which were allowed in by General Dentz, made a 
deep impression, as the dossiers of several prominent Levantines could show. 

THE FBENCH DILEMYlA 

The Free French, short of good personnel 0 burdened with too many officials 
who were contaminated by Vicny9 and in certain matters ill-guided at the higher 
levels, failed to win back anything. Besides, they themselves became diverted from 
the hopes and good intentions which marked their entry. For from the moment the 
Free French installed themselves in the country they realized that the Lebanese 
regarded their presence as due not to their own efforts, but to those of the British, 
who had force and wealth on their side. Almost the entire Vic~y force chose repa,.. 
triation after the Acre armistice. 

So when the Free French began to talk of a treaty with the Lebanese or the 
Syrians they were asked what validity they had to negotiate in the name of France. 
Disputes among the Free French, and the attitude of various Powers and personalties 
towards General De Gaulle, only served to strengthen the Lebanese in their claim. 
French reactio1k which was perhaps shortsighted but understandable 1 became conscious­
l~;t~tg~g:f£¥8,Yinsisting that in any case the intention of General Catrouxls pro­
clamations was that independence should be conditional on the signing of treaties. 

It may be recalled that while the Ottoman Empire lasted France was the pro­
tector of Christians and Britain of Arabs. Colonel Lawrence was carrying out the 
traditional British policy which, when the Ottoman Empire, their common enemy• was 
destroyed, left the British and French face to face ~s adversaries in the Levant. 
At the peace conference European interests dictated British acquiescence in the 
Sykes-Picot agreement and its execution. Imperial interests, reinforced by romantic 
sentiment 0 continued to back Lawrence's dream of Arab unity. Thus arose a certain 
duality in British policy, misconstrued by the French as duplicity, which still seems 
to survive. It was natural that the numerous and· efficient corps of British special­
ists in the Near East, whose success was due in large measure to the admiration for 
the Arab way of life and sympathy with his aspirations, should take his side in any 
dispute with the French. In fact the whole inter-war period in the Levant was one 
of mutual pinpricks across the North Palestine border. Among officials of both sides 
this developed into a sort of routine and there \ias little love lost. 

STRAINED RELATIONS 
• 

This caused little grave harm and only a minor diversion of effort while the 
forces were roughly balanced. Deplorable though it was, both sides were able to 
•truce it. 11 After the armistice, however, the :British armies brought in their train 
a number of these officials as political officers. Patronizing impatience with 
inefficiency and sometimes corruption among the French revived the routine of pin­
pricks, and things took an ugly turn. The French officials turned more and more 
away from the urgent task of winning the war to the narrower patriotism of preserving 
French rights and prestige against what they regarded as encroachment. Thus, while 



. . . .. . 

good relations were being successfully built up between the men of the fighting 
forces, the relations bet 1✓een the :British and French administrative services steadily 
worsened. 

Local poli ticiansv chiefly in the Lebanon 0 were quick to· spot the growing 
estrangemGnt. Tr._ose w:w had long '!.:leen oppone_nts of the 1!1 rench, and everi pro-Axis, 
turned bodily over to the Brit ishll whose friendship they tried to cultivate by 
various rneans 0 They succeed8d so v;ell that the French soon came to look upon the 
clamour for independence as a disg'J.ise for the transfer from French to British 
protection and began to believe that that was v;hat the British wanted. The state~ 
man ship of a Catroux could have st::aightened things ot1 t and prevented any rash action 
by either side; but, unfortunately for Anglo ... French relations, he was caJ.led away 
to higher duties in Algiers. Such is the background against which the events of 
last November must be viewed. 



CONF IDlmTI.AL 
Memora um. toi Dr. Silver 

Dated, February 22. 1944 
From: Elihu D. Stone 

Yesterday afternoon Dr. Feuer and I visited Congressman Bloom 

at his office. We spent about two hours with hi..m in a discussion of the 

situation. 

We conveyed to him the po int of view of our Connni ttee in clear 

and unmistakable language, Y-e asserted the.t unless the Resolution is 

reported out of the Committee in its entirety, it will not be acceptable 

to us. Moreover that the basic element of the Resolution is its last 

clause which refers to 11 the reconstitution of Palestine as a f'ree and 

democratic Jewish Commonwealthn. It is the heart and soul of the measure. 

This was in response to llir. Bloom's suggestion that if t his clause be 

eliminated or modif'ied it wg_s his conviction that the balance of the 

Resolution will be acted upon favorably • . 

Dr. Feuer and myself have taken great pains to convey to him 

that with reference to the question of eliminating or modif'ying the 

u Commonweal th11 provision. there can be no compromise. 

I am persuaded that the res.sons advanced by us for this 

attitude were understood by Tuir. Bloom. 

It was his judgment,however. that this uncompromising atti• 

tude may serve to jeopardize the entire Resolution. He read to us a 

copy of a letter to Senator Connally by the Secretary of War Simpson. 

He also read to us a copy of a letter from the Secretary of State relative 

to the attitude of the Department toW"l.rds the resolution. The substqnce 

of the letter is that in view of the attitude of t he War Department, the 

Secretary of $t9.t e, without passing on the merits of the resolution, 

must identify himself with the War Department_. 

Mr. Bloom did not solicit any of these communicatjons. It 



was Congressman Luther A. Johnson of Texas -- the ranking DenocJSl:;ic 

member of the House Collll!l..ittee on Foreign Affairs who solicited the com• 

munication without Mr. Bloom's knowledge. 

It was the considered judgment of Mr. Bloom that unless some 

kind of a modi:'ication is permitted with reference to the last clause of 

the Resolution. the views of the War Department will be upheld by the majority 

of the Committee. 

With eeference to the Executive Session of the Committee at 

which two military men representing the War Department will appear• Mr. 

Bloom stated that it is his understanding that it was Congressman James w. 
Wadsworth of ~ew York who approached Mr. ~n and re~uested him to 

send representatives of his Department in order to present the views of 

the military leaders to the Committee. 

tfr. Bloom said that at the coming Executive Session of the 

Com.~ittee this Thursday anything could happen. In reply to a suggestion 

that no final action be taken at the Thursday Session with reference to 

the Resolution; that the Session be devoted exclusively to the testimony 

of the represent~tives of the War Department# Mr. Bloom said that once 

the Session of the Committee is in progress he would not be able to con­

trol the situation; that the Committee then has f1J.ll freedom of action. 

Mr. Bloom said it was possible that someone might sue;gest an 

amendment which would mutilate the resolution and be adopted. The Com­

mittee may even decide to take negative action on the entire Resolution. 

He took pains to point out that even the friendly members of 

the Committee w:1ich could be exuected to vote favorably on the merits of 

the measure., throughout the public hearing -- solicited the obtaining of 

the views of both the War Department and Stats Department. 

As a result of his observations of the conduct of the individual 



~ 
members of the Committee and by reasons of contacts with nm he felt that 

the uncompromising position taken by us ;,rill endanger the resolution in 

its entirety. Moreover even the postponement of final .action by the 

Committee may be frustratedj in spite of himself . 

It must be stated that Mr . Bloom took great pains to make his 

own position clear to us ths.t he is ready and willing to go along with us; 

that he will comply with our wishes. However, Mr . Bloom stated emphatically 

that he could not assume any responsibility presonally for the develop­

ments; that in view of the stubborn determina.t ~on of the Zionist Emergency, 

Com..'Ilittee to have the Resolution pass in its entirety as it is , and vrith-­

out any modification, the Zionist leadership would have to assum.e complete 

responsibility for the consequences . 

Mr. Bloom pleaded by saying: "Give me something which would 

serve to accomplish the entire purpose of the Resolution incL1ding the 

1B st provision and yet would constitute St'ch a. modification of 61 16 of' 

the form of the last clause that would make it palatable to the Committee . " 

In response to a question that in view of the objections of the 

War Department to the entire resolution by what process of reasoning does 

Mr . Bloom propose to overcome the objections of the War Department merely 

by an amendment to the lRst clause , Mr . Bloom stated that this problem 

should be left to himself; that he would ass1.m1.e the responsibility for 

it and with confidence of success . 

A discussion with reference to the kind of change he hRd in mind 

took place . The discussion was entirely academic as neither Dr . Feuer nor 

myself could speak with authority with reference to the :rn.odificationso 

On the contrary we made it very clear that in the line of Dr. Silver's 

view which he conveyed to Congressman Bloom. the provision with reference 

to the Commonwealth is the basic substance of the Resolution that no 

tampering with it will be countenanced, and that without the "common-



... 

wealth" provision a.s it is now., the resolution is ve.lueless. 

However, it was the judgment of Mr. Bloom that if the Zionist 

Emergency Committee could see its way clear to agree to a change of FOfili 

in the last clause he would undertake to carry it through successfully. 

fhe a~cndm.ent whould read (in substance) as follows, 

"*******SO THAT WEEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE SHALL 

ATTAI~ A MAJORITY IW P.ALESTHJE T.dEY SB.ALL REC01\JSTITUTE 

PALESTINE AS A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC COMMONWEALTH.," or 

words to that effect• 

Mr. Bloom believed that this change in the wording or a similar 

wording satisfactory to the Zionists wou.ld be acceptable to the House 

Committee; that the resolution then in its entirety would be reported out 

favorably., the objections of the War Department notwithstanding. 

Presse~ for an explanation as to how one could reconcile such 

s.n action with the negative attitude of .the Secretary of War as expressed 

in his communication wherein he objects to any fav.orable r-1ction on the 

Resolution as a whole, Mr. Bloom repeatedly insisted to plep_se leave that 

matter to him; that he is convinced that with this change in the wording 

he could persuade the judgment of the membflrs of the Committee of Foreign 

Affairs in our favor. 

It seems to the writer that the aforesaid change (or amendment) 

does not in any way destroy the original intent. It eliminates the 
. ~ 

term• 11 ULTIMATE 11 
• It clearly a : serts thRtAestablishment of a free and 

democratic Commonwealth in Pelestine is predicated on the attainment of 

a JE",TIS3: :majority of the populet:on in Pal':!stine as e. condition p:::-ecedent 

and that the words, "MAY RECONST:'.:TU~, 11 is substituted by the words., 

usruLt RECONSTITUTE." "SHA.LL11 is more positive and leaves no room .,.or 

more than one interpretation. 



The writer is skeptical however as to the ability of W.ir. Bloom 

to cause the other members of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

to coincide with }.is views . 

It must be assumed that the other members of the Committee 

who now entertain unfavorable views with reference to the 11 CommomYea.lth11 

clause a.re not guided in their attit· de merely by a whim or caprice . 

Hence the mere changing of the form without affecting the substance of 

the last provision ma.y not be sufficient to bring a.bout e. reversal of 

"'rievrs in l-1armony with Mr . Bloom's judgment; and yet Mr . Bloom may be 

correct . 

A.ll this requires great consideration and cautious jud6~ent . 

Tnere will be no other opportunity for ui; to pT'esent our case 

before the u. e. Congress ; the destln:i' of the Jowisn Commonwes.lth in 

Palestine is bein6 necided NOW. 



American J'ewisll Conlerence 
521 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-7197 

PALESTINE COMMISSION 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Chairman 

I. L. KENEN 
Public Relations Director 

~ tr.; 

To the Delegates to the 
A:marioan Jewish Conference: 

February 24, 1944 J. S. PEARLSTIEN 
Administrative Secretary 

During the last few weeks there has been a remarkable outpour­
ing of sentiment in support of the ',"fright-Compton and Vfagner­
Taft resolutions ealling for the reoonstitution of Palostine 
as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

From all parts of the country JeYrish organizations o.nd their 
leaders have made a notable effort to ilif orn 1!lernbers of Congress 
of their views on these resolutions. The unprecedented flood 
of telegrams, telephone calls and letters has profoundly im­
pressed the Capitol, evoJ:ing many assu:ra:1ces of support from 
Congressmen. 

Analysis of the situation now indicates the necessity £'or a 
similar and irnnediate approach to nresident Hoosevelt and 
Gecr,itary of State Cordell Hull, since it is evident that 
Congress will seel~ the advice of the executive branch. 

Yle are therefore requesting all Conference deloi;ates and 
organizations affiliated with the Co1..feronce to send letters 
appealing to the President and Secretary Hull to lend sympathy 
and support to the two resolutions. ~e are ho""loful that the 
response to this new request will be as 0loqu13nt and as vigor­
oue as the last one. Forceful action at this time rr.ay well 
determine the final outcome, 

Sincerely yours, 

()f__J)?-,~ 
I, L, Kenen 
Public Relations Director 

ILI(: s 



lWJDa~ Saold 
~o B ad Street. 
IN ork, I.I. 

Februar., 25, 19" 

t. the lut meet.ill& ot the l'evgen07 
Council I wu a 1t.horlzed to appoint a c t tee 
to c0Daider the present status ot \be Political 
Bure or the Jewish !&ency which wu e•ta.blished 
a te.: aontba ~o, alld tJle UHtim:i or it.a continWltioa 
1n view of 1.he new develo)llaents ch have taken place 
in relation to ou.r O"WU r~h,"'4tion ~ the exp"-flsicm 
of our work. I i'egu.i'd this a.a.; v JlljJOrt&At ass p... 
ment nd I w.:w.d grooUy &P~• t.e 1t. 1t you would 
serve on tlli• comalt'8e alon6 wit.!! s Jmith Epstein, 
Kr. Leon G•tJ un., Mr. DaTid ~erthaia &Z1d J ge Kor r1a 
Rotbenberc. 

ABS:BI 

With all &ood wishes, I remirl 

Very cordi&lly yous , 



Mr. Henry onalcy 
Omaha. N ti onal Bank Building 
Omaha, Nebr aka 

My de .... r Friends 

--
Febr ry 25, 1944 

I hc..ve just returned from ,1 shin ton nd I hasten 
to reDly to your letter. The he rin "5 on t? e Pal~stine 
Resolution bet re t e F reign fllirs Committee are over. 
I believe thQt e owie out an im_re~sive and convincing 
case t r the resolution. The reports in tb.e English ;iress 
were unfortunately inaccurate, and to a de ree, misleading. 

hey did not t ull ~eflect ,hat actually took pl ce t 
the hearings. The Yiddish papers ad a full and excellent 
cover e of all the "hearings. I aa aorey th t you could 
not attend ahd t>s.rticij.>ate in the hearin a. You should 
have been there. 

ere tle embers or the Foreign •ff irs Co :tlttee 
to decide on the Reaal tion, as of tod y, they would over-
.he.lmingly a prove of it, and ere it to get to the floor 
of the House, the Resolution ou.ld be overwhelmingly if not 
unanimously ado ted. That is t.e genoral consensua of 
opinion. This holds true ~lso of tho Senate F eign 
Re.l.ations Co ttee, and of the Senate. There is a urm and 
friendly attitu e tow rds t.he Resolution reir.£orced, I aa 
sure, by the perfectly remaruble anner 1.n hich the country, 
from coast to coast, ha.a made its true desires felt 1n 
l shington by the countle~s 1 tters, telegrams and telephone 
calls which rove au.red into -•ash ton. 

But the Jar Department has rojected itself into the 
sit tion. Ev ryone is ersuaded th t the State Department, 
unwilling to go on record as opposed to t.s Resolution, is 
using the ar Depar ent to carry the burden for 1 t Just as 
it did, you rill recall, in the c se of the Cremieux Decree. 
The ecreta.ry ot 7t.r has ri tte:1 to t e Foreign Rel t · ns 
Co ttee expre~sing the tho~Jht that the passa~e of the 
R-:solution ould be, from a milit .. ry oint of view, harmful. 
General ·i rshull h s expressed himself in a sicl.lar vein 
before t.11e Committee. It is a shappJ device to use a ainst 
us, but one v r y difficult to attac · in t"e open - nd they 



, 

• Henry 'onaky -2- February 25, 1944 

now it. t is why they used it. Action or the Resolution is 
for the time being marking time. 

c are making an effort no; to ex lore t he situation 
further both ,,!.th the 1a.r Department · oo wit!'l the t te Department. 
ore especially, an effort is now bein 1:1v.de to elicit some 

expression from the President "ho, of course, is the ey t o the 
hole situut1on. At t ~e mo ent as you . rob.: bly know, 1e is 

h ving considerable t rouble of his wn. ,e hope t hu.t U!e situation 
~111 cl rify itself a bit more b} t he end of next week. 

The o,. tlosition to the Resolution on t :1e pa.rt of the flar 
Department ,as not directed to any part of the Resolution, but 
to the bol9 of it. The Jewish Commonwe-lth angle did not enter 
into it at all. The Zionist leadership is considering no 

endments or modifications. 

\7ith reference to the post~ onement cf the meeting ,scheduled 
for Febru ry 14 - I believe you know the f acts as ell as I do. 
On Jwiuary 18, t the instruction of the ionist 3oer ency Council, 
Dr. ise sent u ett er to the resident askin tor an ap intment 
for himself d e. I am enclosing a copy of his letter. From 

ener-..il. a tson, t he rosi en ·t • s secretary, he reoei ved word that 
such an 1-.ppointment had bean set for Februa 2nd or •lrd (I have 
not the Gen ral's l tter before me). hereupon Dr. · ise, ho 
had schoouled en g enta on the Pacific Coast th ... t ee, took it 
upon himself to as for a ostponement of the date, an utterly 
unwise nd awtounding rocedure. The postponement was gr~nted 
for Februa~-y 14th. In the mes.ntime, some fin& Italian h&.nd 
ot busy and converted this meting of the President with the 

t.o of.fici l spokesmen or the Zicni:1t Movement, ho had specific 
Zionist probleos to discu~s with him, into a dele

0 
tion of seven 

including those w 10 ere bitterly hoDtile to our ovement. This, 
o course, changed the whole ch racter of tJe a.pointfilent, It was 
conveyed. to me by you and others th t should .e raiso t e uestion 
of the Jewish Comoon~eulth 1th the President at the. cting <ll 
the 14th, Judge Proskauer et. al. ou.11 have t ~ express their 
op osition. Judge Rosenman indicated th the had he~rd from 
Judge Pros·uuer to tho sume effect. 

This o~_ have converted tho inter~iew 1th the President 
into an unseem~ s uubble between Jews concerning Pulestine. 
I discussed the mtter fully ith J~ e Rosenman ,hen I wus in 
,:ashin ton, nd .e both aereed th t it , as desir ... ble to powtpone 
the rneoting indefinitely. Thia s ~iso t e feelinv of t he entire 
memberahip of the ~mer ency Council here the subject ~ s folly 
discussed. 

1th all good wishos, I remnin 

1ost cordially yours, 



I 

. , 
Haary Monsky Febru~ry 25, 1944 

P.S. I believe that the 'he.irmtn of th~ American Jewish 
Conference should tole •ruph the President on the subject 
of the P lcstine Resolution • 

• n.s. 



,, 

N sbbi l, on 0 uer 
Zio.ni~t ~gaobatio of America 
l 7Z)..,l6th ::H.reet 0 ?I . \'f. 
rJ ahi~to • D. O. 

If, · s it now seems~ aetion ct1 the ·"~olutiona has to 'be post­
poned , w l!t'-'1:t tbiruc of t.~af\lr@s h.icll ~ mill gt-:2.te tl1t11 sffects of' roch 
potr~ponemant both on t he Jewish publiG and. in Governmental oircltHs. 
Certain ideal,'! h :ve oee\U-red · o e w~-eh. l &'1 paf,HJin? ou to you md to 
Dr. ~Hlver . l d· seueaed some , tho~h oot $ll of them with !i'.lihu Stone 
la t r.dl;il:rt . 

(1) ~enatare 7(~r ant:I. 1:ttt might iS$UO ~batelaeni.8 ., p:r f ra'bly a joint 
stw.tetuent, ·o the o ·f ct that for~l act1.o 1 on tz bill they hav"tll epo1~ .. 

eor-ed. 1 'b itl.g pue poned for reailion.s ~i.eh e.r - ent ely unrelated to the 
merits- Gf th$ qu0stion ; but lh&t cru•eful canvats of the · ituuM.on indi• 
c wi; that the 1tie&®l"e oo-illiil' ndfl str{mg wp'f,'Q!"t a d that they are confident 
i wUl bt, favc.rllhly acted up.on in du caw-a~ . 

{ 2) A i,1111.ar etat01..ient , or t,aw nts. m~ be, tllade by U~Hit,rs. Wr1.ght and 
C mpto:u~ 1.r €l'leh st ... ements e mail(!'. w t t appr~priate momcmt 9 it will 
h v a ton· c effee on the Je :i h ruid Zioni.0t pu'bl1c .. 

( 3) 1/bat would be perneps more itt.J)()l' •ii~t st ill 1 s e. st:atc;wen i or l"owd­
rob n to be ei.P,11.ed oy s many me11:ibr,;rt1 of the Oommitt ~ ~s . 80ib1e, to be 
s, bt.li'- ed to the Seereteiry of ~tete a &n ex:pr& ion of the v· ewe of the 
~ ~to~. t · s ch a stat&r.wnt they tfl.ay s y that het'tH\t the7 a~e e-.greed 
to .th-e sur.-, & ion that U{) aetion bo ttaken for the moment by the Comittee 
ae W:ch. tne;t w-i sh to reoo:rd $Ud e.tpt'eea the it- in~i ~idual views l favo~ 
of the ~bst&:.ce of tl10 .Ret;oluUons_ an,l o d like the 'i,:X:/i¾Cut/lve 'br ooch of 
t Gov rment t.o. be apprised of these v i wa and to take them into account 
in dealing ,it.h the :r lestine que$tion. 

( 4) SU.eh et· tements or round ... ro'bins by membsrs of the tlW Oc.mmii tteos TJould. 
of course . be moet helpful if bey were iawed publicly, but ev~n if' they 
wer ~ de privat.ely and c eonfidentiQJ. doouuente they would hav a s.elu. .. 
tary pol tttee.1 effect ; tllnd priVll.tel;r ou:r :followers wonld get to k:now that 
such action was taken. 

I di aau.ssed the ~ ido $ w'lth Rlihu and :U .. pslcy la.at night and both 
thouiillt ~here was merit 1.n them. Oertainly somethir :; &long these 1 ines 
ought ~o be (\one so it:.ie nex ~eek to imp:rovo th.a itua.t ion . Otherw se 



news of the :pollltponement of ca1;ctio:n will corns ar. a blo,i' to our friendt 
everywhere . 

I would. stl"on~ly ur(!;e you to giv • the ae suggeetionB ;.vour 
elSJ"nest C•:ms!d.era.t 'ton mtd if l:!sy ~re approved. by Dr. Silver, to aka 
ptompt ~ t ion . 

E1:I / M 
( lloc . ) 
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MEMORANDUM ----------
SU.bmitted to Mr, Edward V. I.o,ughl:in 2 March 2. 1944 

We come to you as citizens residing in this, our great metropolis, and we are 
addressing ourselves to you as the leader in New York of a great Party which has corrr­
manded the loyaJ.ty and devotion of great masses of the common people. It is the 
Party of Thomas Jefferson~ author of the Declaration of Independence, of Woodrow 
Wilson, author of the Covenant of the League of Nations, and of Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
author of the Atlantic Charter. 

We are citizens of Jewish faith and descent and represent the views of large 
masses of our fellow Jews, both as .Americans devoted to the great .American tradition, 
as Democrats with a deep faith in the basic tenets and spirit of the Democratic Part?, 
and as Jews profoundly concerned with the fate of our brethren across the seas. We 
desire to call your attention, and through you the attention of the National Leaders 
of our Party @d of the Administration itself 0 to a situation ~hich is causing great 
concern to us and our fellow Jews here and t hroughout the country. 

Some weeks ago Resolutions were introduced in both Houses of Congress, re­
affirming the traditional American policy of favoring the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine, and cal.ling for the free entry of Jews into Palestine so that it may be 
reconstituted as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. Apart from the mass 
slaughter of Jews now going on in Europe» tne immediate occasion for the introduction 
of these Resolutions is the White Paper issued by the British Government in 1939, 
which would prohibit further Jewish imrdgration into Palestine and set up in effect 
an Arab state in which the Jeus would be frozen into a permanent minority under Arab 
rule. The Resolutions had bi••partisan sponsorship and were S'llpported in both Houses 
by the W:ajority Leaders as well as by · the Minority Leaders. Hearings have taken 
place before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, and there is every indication 
that the Resolutions comr,iand strong support both in the Committee and in the House. 
We have been advised, however 0 that the attitude of the Executive branch of the 
Government may be of decisive importance. There has been no indication of S'llpport 
forthcoming from any Department of the Executive~ but on the contrary9 it is reported 
that opinions are being expressed against passage of the Resolutions because of 
military considerations. 

We do not presume to judge the vaJ.idity of any objections that have been or 
may be raised, but we do wish to state that to the best of our knowledge, the pro­
ponents of the Bills acted with circumspeotion nnd had made the necessary soundings 
in various quarters, particularly in the State Department, before the introduction 
·of the Bills. They received no intimation that the proposed action was untimely, 
and on the contrary, were led to believe that there was no objection on the part 
of the Executive branch of the Government. Only then did they proceed with their 
effort. 

Through the introduction of the Resolutions under most ausp1c1ous sponsorship, 
the feelings of millions of Jewish citizens and of millions of non-Jewish sympathizers 
with the cause have been raised to a high pitch of enthusiasm and optimistic expecta­
tiono They were led to believe that at long ·last the great Ar.lerican democracy was 
about to speak out, to raise its powerful voice on behalf of the persecuted Jewish 
people and its right to national restoration in its ancestrcl Home. These hopes are 

· about to be dashed and will in that event be followed by a feeling of frustration 
and bitter disappointment. This feeling will be particularly keen in this city where 
some two millions of our people reside. 



While the Jewish leaders did not ask or expect the .A.dministration to take 
the initiative by making an official declaration at this time in regard to the 
Zionist cause, they had counted upon the Administration to assume such an attitude 
of good will towards the contemplated Congressional action as would ensure a success­
ful outcome. They were fortified in this expectation by the tradition of friendship 
and support manifested by successive United States administrations to our cause. 
It seems, however 9 that the Administration has oot seen its way to giving even this 
minimum of support to the efforts of our Jewish leaders and their friends in Congresr. 
The Administration has failed to facilitate the passage of these Resolutions and in 
a measure will be responsible for their rejection or the deferment of any action by 
Congress. 

In these circumstances, we deem it our duty to communicate our view that the 
lack of coopera tion thus far displaye d towards a cause so g reat, so just and so 
vital - a matter of life and death f or great numbers of human beings - that this 
lack of cooperat:l.cn is most unfortunate and difficult to accept as final. For five 
years, since the White Paper was promu.lga ted in the spring of 1939 ~ millions of 
American citizens have been waiting for the moment when our Govern!ilent wo.uld take · 
appr opriate public and diplomatic a ction with a view to the abrogation of the White 
Pape r , which is a dmittedly in contraventi olJ. of internr. tional law and of the declared 
policy of the United StatesG They have v,a i ted for act:i. on by our Government in favor 
of the rights and age-old aspirations of the Jewi::ih people. 

There has been no effective action on the part of our Government. The Jewish 
public is still in the dark as to t he atttt ude of the Chief Executive himself, while 
theJr have been reluctantly dl"iven to the conclus:;.on tha t in the State Department 
inf luential elements are actually hostile o We f eel th.arefore that the time has come 
for our b eloved President, in \1hom we have had and continue to have the greatest 
co~f idence, to act on this vital IDD.ttcr after he has had an opportunity of discussing 
t he issue s involved with the accredited and democratically chosen representatives 
of t he Zionist movement in this country. We know how burdened he is with affairs of 
s t c .. te and mil~ t a r y problems but we are persuaded that once he turns his attention to 
t hi s subj ~ct now under di scussion he will find the appropriate means to promote the 
cau se so dear to our hearts and to multitudes of our fellow Americans. We are con­
v i nce d that through the leadership and moral authority which the President commands, 
h8 can assure the speedy pa ssage of the Resolutions now pending. It is our hope 
tha t he will also raise his own voice which is heard and respected throughout the 
world. 

It is most desirable that our great Party and our grea t President should dis­
pel a t once a ny doubts as to their attitude by taking forthright action and speaking 
i n '.lnambigu.'.)Us t erms which will be understood and profoundly appreciated. We are 
app::.·ehensh ·e that f a ilu:r.e or delay to do so will be misunderstood and will leave our 
people arud.ous and puz:.;Ied with results which we cannot fully envisage. 

We beg you to receive this expression of our views in the spirit of utter 
sincerity and friendliness, in which they are tendered and to eonvey them without 
delay to the leaders of the Party and to the Administration. 



Dear Silver : 

Ma.rch 5 , 19 4. 
389 Bleecker St., 
Je" Yor k. 

I ho~e you have a~pointed or ar e sp~ointing that small comnittee 
to rk out our future lin . 

Enclosed is a memo. I have dra"'1'n up., in or d13r that you or the 
committee may have something in riting of an orderly nature to go on. 
I belie~ that this memo. will furnish raw mater ial from which you can 
hammer out a "tni te policy. 

Sincerely your L 
J~C&Y ~ o~ 



e 

March 3., 1944 

Memorandum on Zioniat Strate · 

by ;Jar in~ enthal 

I. C-eneral Statements 

1. Jew are not like French or Poles. Although t French in North Africa 
were given much the same double-squ.ee e by the St te Dept. and War Dept 
as we are now experieacing1 our tactic in .Alllarica cannot be modelled 
on those a ted by the French . So fer as America is concerned, the 
difference between the French and Je~ish positions ~r O p ~ • It wa 

~eric • ci izens of French descen who had to bear t11.e brunt of the 
fight ca.rr i don against the State Dept; the battie was largely conducted 
by democratic-minded i\maricens in /?8lleral ho entered the fight mainly 
on their own initi~tiv ~ t ogether with t ha eid of Fr nch refuge• in 
America who acted throughout as patrioti Frenchmen m r ely sojourning here . 
W, of course. have few such Jews - i.e. Pal estinian• - living h re and 
1 t v:ould be 1>rec8rious f or the to tA.k~ uP such n fi~ht. I :i h African 
affair~ moreovwr, a portion of th State Dept. as pr De Gaulle. 
Fi nally, the D.lllRk Free French represented a certain amount of milttary 
power. Only in one respect can we model our plans on the orth 
African precedent; we must do all e ca~ t o win the su~port of liberal 
Ameri cans. But in this regard we must x«Bo:lll;i:.tu rocognize th 
liberal opinion is divided on the merits of the J tish case for Pale tine. 
Uany liberals are concerned for the Arabs; many · sh no ruction now with 
Greet ritain; many o thers f ollow the Lessing Ros n a d line (1 . ~ ~ ~ t"--f._q, •• .....-

o"' . - - - -
- -- - -- - '-\.!_.._- ~- 4-

Civil Liberty boys f or eumpl19). A so!lle~11as 
i ttily said: «eur ene~ies want to kill us; our fr iends ant us to 

cominit suici de." 

If we turn f or guidance to the eumple of the .American Poles I think we will 
make a mistake . As an American and an 11 outsid~r 11 to Pol~d' s quarr~l 1th 
Rus~i a , I· felt that the American Poles were not acting primarily a 
.Americans when they sought to put pre ssure on our government to upport 
the Polish claims; they seemed to be ilJjecti g a purely European ,roblem 
into arican politics and policies with no fundamental r egard for 
America1a own state-interests. I resented this and my t~ndency was t o 
reject t eir arguments uxdlt!l&UX forthwith. I believe t he .Amflric&n Poles 
oul have acted wis r if they had rallied non-Polish American to their 

cause and let the non-Poles carry o th main. battle. 

However, one basic di ffer ?lee be , en our po ition and that of the rench or 
Poles can be t n'Jd t o our advantage. That is , "" should emphasize the 
fact that our d m.~nd for free entry of Je into IAu•ii ne, right of 
colonization, etc. are not just the demands of one more nationalist 
group or movement; but they · spring from a human pr oblem that has 
plagued all of Europe and r ought untold disaster th re. We represent 
oot only a Jewish need but a h\lllalli tariB.ll need and i n the deep ·t sense 
a democratic and poli ti cal need f or healing one of t h e orld1 s moat 
grievous and dangerous wounds . Eut more on this theme later. 

_ ... ... t-
2. Ton • We ~ dec6de on the tone of our propaganda. Shall 

p ead7 Shal l we act militant - or aggriev d and outraged 
be determined in part by the character of the line we adopt. 

e dema,nd or pid 
Th is ill 



U. Our ~a,jor 0P!)Onenta. 

A things sta;i no.,• our major op:ponen: s are : -

1. The Britiah Colonial Offic - and perhape the r itish Cabin t. 

a. Th9 u.s.st t.,, epartment .. and _perhaps the President 

3 . The u.s.we.r Department - which 1e suspect in acting at the behest of 
the State Department. 

4.Probably the three compsnies i nvolved in explo iting Arabian oil: 
Texaco , Gulf I and Standard. 

Aga · nst which of the oppo,nents shall we addr 8 o main efforts1 .And 
by hat methods !l.nd in hat manner shall we carry on the attack? 

l. Great Britain. I believe it wold be a mistake t o add.res any of our 
public p r opaganda again t Great Br itain. We should , f or the time beiag, 
r emain mum on thia sa.bj ect. It i my o-pinio n that not only in \Vnshingt on and 
New Yor k but all around the coll!ltry th re i s a mountin~ tide of auti-Bri tish 
sentiment. Ctuite apart from .Amer i ca.ls tra.ditiona.l cr i t icism of England, 
ther exists new many points of conflict of interests between the u •• and 
Great Britain,and as the Wl\l' draws t o an end then ber of these ar as of 
friction will increase . oreover, as the war nears a victory , the criticg of 
En~lend among those who have up t i l l oow be n yal t o the whol cause of 
the Uni ed Nations and world freedom ill fe 1 les military and po itical need 
to curb their criticisms. The Jews need do nothing and should do no t hing 
dd ue l t o the flames . There i mor than enough f uel as it i • Our -oolicy 
hould be t o r mai n silent and bide our time. Theu, when the clamor against 

F,ngland really breaks i nto the open, it i s possible that England ill turn 
the J.merican Je s fo r support. We should hold ourselves ready and glad 

to give this support provided that hen such occasion arrives England she 1 
~ do som thing in oUI' behalf f or Palestine. 

I n other wordB. the mounting friction be tween .\merica and Britain will give 
us one of our few and rare opportuni tie to render s. service t o England which 
we do not have to r e d r and hich therefore mu.st be pa.id f or i n adve.nce. 
Our lack of such op-port uni tie i of cour e the main weakness of the J ewi h 
posi t ion throughout the orld and iu every field to day - compared, for 
example, to the o:;;rportuai tie we h d in t he l ast war and which we cashed in 
ox.., at that time, through the issuance of t he Ba.iJ.four eclaration and the 
gre.Il t of minor ity r ights in Central and Ea t ern Europe. To be a le to gi ·e 
Fngland oo hing which Englan wants and which can be free t o ~i t hhold 
ill mean tha e can trad. The Arabs have be n able t o trade throughout tr.c 

.. r and that is why they have r eceived so many benefi t • 

ut i n crd r t o be able to ~ we m t no t gi v a: a in advance what 
18.ter i eb t o sell. Henc i"l'e must do no thing now t o count r anti - Br i t i sh 
pr opaganda. or ust e do any hing to aid it - f or the .British must be made 
to el that wear not committed to either s d and that e are t herefor in 
a po i t ion t o trade. ln sum e should keep mum - and ait. 

The o::i y reference we should ma cio the subJ ec t of Br itain is t 
r i t rete in ev9ry conceivable manner the service s r ender d to the Briti sh 
Empir by th soldiers, "ar- orkers, etc . of Palestine . We should proclaim 

alestine have already done t o over and ov r agin how much he Jews of 
aid England - a'rld th reby imply ho11 ml.Ch ews ce.n do when they ant to. 



' 
2. Our attitude toward the executive branch of our gov rnment sh~uld be 

two-fold. Towards th StatP. Department we should be raili tan.t and toward 
the p r esident aggri eved, disappainted, shocked, and injured. 

1,'Vi th respect t o the State epartment we should harp on their record in 
North Afr ica (b?th t owards the French and th Algerian Jews), in Italy, 
i Spain ,, etc. Now w are appeasing the .Ar ab and again sacrficing the J t. 

All this should be expr essed-. with indignat ion . Then , more militantly, we 
should atteck the State Department fo r engaging America in a new imperialist 
venture based o _;_Arabian oil . It seems to me \"le should let loose again t 
the Stete Dept. with everything wetv got - publicly, privately, by mean 
of~ ~tings, telegr am, letter - and with the aid of every ally we can find, 
Blame the State Dept . fo r the inter vent ion of the War ept. of course. 
Try to use whatever connections e have or can !llnke to f i nd out more details 
o the oil ea and turn such details over to the wr iters fo r the general 
press. 

With respect to the president we should adop t the exactly opposite tone . 
e st act as though we had alway counted on his support and sti 11 do, 

but e fee l that he has let us down - e are hurt, smitten, troubled. 
S.Jrely he cc.nnot &b ndon the poor hapless a. l relpl ss Je ish people. ~tc. 

eanwhil, of course, should continue our pr esent cours of informing 
t he emocratic Party that they do not have r.ii llions of e· ish votes in th bag@ 

~is procedure ith respect to the President is based on two premises. One, 
that he is favorably disposed to our caus ; and, two, that he will eventuelly 
act in our favor. The fir s t pr emi~, we are told, may be assumed as cer taina 
But, with regard t o the second premise, we know h~ has not acted favorably 
and Positively in our behalf in the past fiv-, year s ( ince the Whi te Paper) 
and he !!;Y never o act . It should therefore be wor th our hil~ to make a 
thorough ca!lva s of his previoun record . i t h re pect t o other minorities and 
similar issues; negro, labor, l eral; and we should estiroat hat the chances 
are of his acting in a po itive ~ay on his own favor able impulses. Tie r~uld 
try to learn wheth r hi pattern h to say: 11 am wit you. J u.s t ai t . 
I ill act on day. Just wai. But dont get aruwye or be impatient or di how 
a lack of confidenc , for if you d.o I wi 11 never act. Just wait . 11 • • • We I:lU t 
al o take i.nto considera:ition the fact that while k i ng , as he now does, hat 
he may los uiaay ewish votes and yet he takes no action, it _less likely 
he wi 11 take such act o after his next -- ani ha. he know b his le.st -
election. 

Consideratio . hould therefor e be given to 8.!J. op:po ite course ith respect to 
the chief executiv, i • • h~t 1§, to itching o upport from the De ere.tic 
to the Repu.blican Party no or in h ear futur • g th u.ost likely 
Republica- candi dates Dewey 1~ lib to be aside adable e oosev lt . 
Our uly p r o nab e s taunch supporte ould be Willld. ~• He wi l t nd in most 
n d of h lp between novr and the minating co ~ntion in Jun • He c .. if we 
should ecid that h i the horse to back. '17e must stve hi that backing soon 
- hen it will count mos a.nd be mos t gratefully receiv d. If re wa. t for· 
the bandwagon a d climb on amo g the last e i l have done little to earn --his favor. It is ithin then x few eeks that he will b illing to pay 
th mcst for our upport. 

Natural y the danger and risks of the two alternate cour es outlined abov 
mus be carefully eigh d. Ho ever we must reach a decis ion on the matter 

oon, if we are to reap any su s tantial dvant.E-~A from !le latter course. 



i. The War Department. our attitude towards th Wes Department is s imple to 
define •. e have full confidence in thei military abilities and purely 
mili tary decisions, We have ever y reason to believe that Gen. Marshall is 
an honest upright man. But going be.ck over the record - i t..'1-\ r9gard to 
no t only Palestine but Nc ~th .Africa, Italy, ltc. - we are troubled at finding 
vidence that th Sta e9artment ofte n use. th ··Jar Department t o further 

the formo,rt •s o 11 ">Olicies which are based on no mi H tary considerations at all. 
~'ve hould reci t the tori es of the Hoskins Be90r t, the Cremieux law• and 
th Joi.nt Declaratio : · n all these ca es th 'Ns:r Dept- was apperently 
:ni info rm d and it virarui gs of an .Arab upr ising were mer ely the cry of 
.o 1 t W lf\ 11e deprecate the use of !le War Dept. to further fascist, 
imperialist. and other ai s that have noth'ng to do ith the conduct of the ar • 

• '!be 011 .;ompaniee. In public e should play Up the imperialism resulting 
from the designs. n private shou atch the development of the 
oppos"tion amo g the 53 oil com~a.nies excluded from the Arabian deal and do 
hat we can to stir up and aid that op-position. 

eanwhi e e should consider carefully the fa.ct that the end of the Saudi 
Arabia pipeline is neither Haifa nor Alexandria. Th end, the vulnerable end, 
is every Texaco t Standard-, a.Uld Gult ga~ station right here in the United Ste.tes. 
I .J.O t suggesting an organi2ed boycott e.gainst the pr oducts of these 
compan es no,.. or in the future after the war. At best it would be ineffec v : 
at worst, a boor.carang. ut I kno that even our bigge t .American industrie 
are cone rned hen they received scattered complaints from just o rdinary 
h be individuals . t gives them the dithera . What I suggest i that e 
consult thP best an most successful public-relations men and get their 
advice on ho~ to conduct a very smal1-scale, discreet. and widely sc ttered 
mail ca~paign directed against the three oil companies unit din the .Arabian 
deal. They should be given the impre _i_o_._ that a untold and un'Jr..nownnt1mb r 
of .A;re ric&ns - Jews and Gentiles - do no re is· ither t~eir hare in a 
n . ircp .rialism or their shar in keeping Palest ne barr d to Jews. 

It i both di tastful and t r agic that we must count the horrors uc'::ed -upo.c 
th Je of ope as among our assets . But such is he case. Hence we 
must emph•iz , in all our e.rgu:.euts and publicity, that not only a nationalist 
but a great huma.ni tarian pr oblem Cl!n be solv d by 09eniug Palestine to 
immigration and colonization. is whole line is familiar and need no further 
comment. Ho ever, let us look one pos ibla and unhanpy fact full in the 
face. There t a a great nossibili ty that after the wex tllll!rere will be no 
large numbers of Jews ho will have t o go to Palestine. There is lil. wise 

great po sibility that even if a large nurr.ber of homeless Jews are left 
alive, the world will care little what happens to them - in view of the 
po ssible chaos, moral let-dow , that may exist. as well as in view of the 
fact that even two illio s viv rs in need of a haven will be a drop ln 
the bucket of the tens of ill ions of similar non-Jewish survivors •••• I 
bring up these PoS ibil i ties in order that we i.mderstand that we must use the 
humanitarian argument w for all it is worth - before the facts can refute s . 

IV. Our Tr~ding Assets. 

We must take advantage o our three major tradin., assets: 
l. Our position in the presidential nomin tions and elections 
2. The nuisance value e can muster aga i nst the oil co~anies 
3. T~e eventual ser ice a c:an render Englan if a strong anti-Brit· h 

feeling deve lops in t.'li.e u.s. 18 
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luld fin.o.lly, though these are not trading points, we must fe) appal to 
the publics s nee of compassion for the refugees of Europe and dwell upon 
the iilj ury don to hUUla.ni ty, justice, and decency, by keeping closed he 
doors of Palestine: and we must (e) br ing out aga n and a.gain the schievements 
wrought by tha Jews in Jl&iunndnll~iiaaxJ•tt~uxaxau Palestine during 
the pa t 25 years a d the services rendered by the same Jew during the war. 



I Join the host of Dr. Ylisc's friends throughout the 

world in sending him my ·,;ii.ri::est felici t-ttions on the occasion 

of his 70th annivers:...ry. »ould th .t this si5nificant occasion 

could have been celobr<.itod in Q 4uieter und h.a;,,_1ier hour for 

our :>eople und for the .,orld. All those ide.1ls imd objectives 

for ~h ich Dr. ~iise has wor;,oa with such rare gifts c.nd such 

boundless enorgies tnroughout his great career ure now ;,assing 

through the crisis of buttle - democracy, hurr.a.n freedom, s0ciul 

justice, world ort,u.."li~tion, justice to the Jeiis, and the 

rebuilding of Israel's n~tional life in Eratz Yiarael. 0e pray 

that a speedy Allied victory may hasten the fulf1llclent of sozie 

of these great ideals tor uhich Dr. Wise has so valiantly striven, 

and will crown an extraordinary career of loyalty and sorvico. 

Dr. rlioe has written a significo.nt chapter 1n An:erloan Jewish 

history, a chapter, fortun&tely~ far from closed. 0d Yeouvun 

Ba•aevah. 



' 
\ 
•, . 
\ ' 

Mrs. Moses Epstein 
Hadassah 
1819 Brood.way 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Mrs. Epstein; 

March 14, 1944 

The Zionist Emer ency Council authorizod me 
to appoint e. co.:1 .ittee to consider the resent st tus 
or the Political Bure ... u of the Je,ish Agency hich was 
established a few ~cnths agoJ an the u3stio cf its 
continuation in view of the na. dovell>p ents .ich 
have t&.kgn la~e ·n rel tion to Ot;r own ra-orgauization 
and Uie expa."lsion of our ,ork. I reE>ard this &S very 
imp-0rtant assignmsnt liid I wo-J.ld re ... tly :>.i,reci te it it 
you would serve on this co mittee aloni; .,it • Leon 
Gellman, 'r. David arthe.1.m and Dr. Isruel old:3tain. 
I am re ueating Jud c orris Roth berg to ct; a.S 

ch irman. As soon as 'sh Co~ and Golu~tein return, 
the ms~ttng of the Cor:u:nitt3e will bs culled. 

AHS:BK 

· i th all good ishes, I remain 

i\~~ ~ \&{J\ ~~~;) 
\\\~ ~'r'b ,iN ~ 
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Jira. llkaa Vooraangw 
2102 I. 17GJ1i Plaoe 
til•llkN, W1aoone1D 

lly dear Henrietta, 

I have Juat retumal ll'OII ten da71 in the Ea t, And t1id 
70 craoioa note u ••U u e aplend1d i.tt.r wbioh 
appeared :lD the l• ult•• Jovnal. ?0'1 are d .. erving of 
hearty oongratuln.Uou. It 1• 'Lhe sort ot iDte Ult aat 
peniateat deteD11e ot our poeitioa that, will ••• OIII' caue 
through to viotor,. 

You will torgiw ae, I aa aure, Eo-. not 1'rlt to 7011 
aoaaer about 1oor Ml'Uer letter coi.-..-lq oa my corrMpondenoe 
with Sul■berger. 1 bed a nal •.Harnau• putting on record the 
atoey of the In Ion Tia•• and the anU-ztoaiet intrip.rea ot 
the Paper aad 1ta pabllah•• Had I written a:r answer to Sulsbergu 
thia nek, I •CNld have added the •haaetul 1to17 ot how ou.r 
hear1Di• betore t.b• lor,1p Attain COlllllit. tee 1a •-••-•toll were 
reported 111 the Tlaea. What wu tnt.ured ua the Arab oue. )17 
on t.eatlaOD7 lob la&ated over an hour wu g1Ya nactl7 one-halt 
ot one aanteoe 1n the laat µaragrapb or the report or the tint 
dq'. hearinl. 

You auat have heard b.r now ot the p-eat, ata.teaut, ot Pna1dent, 
Booaevelt. The whole atoey ot it. read■ like another Puna hg1llah. 
How •• enatched Yictol")' troll • J••• ot det•t art.er a cabal 111 tbe 
State Depal"tllent plqed ita trap card againat WI b1 brl.niiJlc 111 
the 111Uta17 ia a story which wUl delight the heart.a ot our people 
when it ia tinally told .t'ull7• Por the pruant, suffice it to a,q 
that tbeppnaatun Jubilation ot the A.raba 1n the lear !aat, and 
the Jeri.ah Arabll ill Philadelphia and elaewhere, hu bee turned 
into black aouming. 

With all our lore to you, Elkan and th• children, I 
rHAiJI 

lloat cordially youra, 

AHSaBE 
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CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY 

JUDGE HARRY M. FISHER 

I N CHAM BERS 

CH I CAGO 

March 15, 1944 
My Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You are right. Last week in Washington was an 
historic ~oment. I enjoyed it fully even though my own 
part in it was of little significance. 

Immediately after the adjournment of our confer-
ence I called Judge Rosenman and, luckily, he w~s not 

in. I made clear that I was complying with his request 
that I call him immediately and promised to call later. 
Deliberately, I called at 5:30 because I felt that at 
that time he would not ask me to come over. I reported 
to him in a general way that your conference with the 
Chief was satisfying and gave him the substance of the 
statement which Judge Roserunan had not yet seen. Nothing 
was said about what was expected in the near future. 

He asked ~e particularly whether you were satisfied 
and, in conformity wit}, your suggestion, I replied that you 
were satisfied to such an extent that if the understanding 
arrived at at the conference will be carried through, you 
confided in me that you would be with him in the ensuing 
campaign. He then cornrnented upon the charming personality 
of the Chief, that confidence which he engenders and his 
genuine interest in our cause. 

At the conclusion of our conversation he asKed me 
to be sure to keep in touch with him and this has given 
rise to a thought upon which I would like to get your 
reaction. Since he invited correspondence, why should I 
not suggest to him to take the initiative in bringing the 
American Jewish Committee back to the Conference? The 
way seems to be clear now for doing it without either side 
yielding on what they regard as principle. 

The program which you presented to the Chief 
involved the basic requirement of establishing conditions 
ultimately leading to the reconstruction of a Jewish 
Commonwealth. The President's statement speaks of doing 
justice to those who desire a Jewish homeland, That neither 
confirmsnor negates the possibility of a Commonwealth. We 
are, therefore, left free to continue our insistence upon 
a Commonwealth whereas the Jewish Co~J..mittee can easily 
reconcile their presence in the Jewish Conference on the 
basis of the President's statement, giving to it whatever 
interpretation thew des:lre. 



2. 

With this suggestion as the excuse for my 
writing to him I intend, in legal phraseology, to 
point out to him that the Connnonwealth idea is 
necessarily instinct in the terms of the Mandate. 
You see, I hadn 1 t read the Mandate for a long time 
but did so while :1.n Washington and I am convinced 
the point which I have in mind is not legally refutable 
and that a lawyer of Roser.man's stature will see it that 
way. If he does, his answer will probably be what his 
statement was during our discussion., namely, that the 
Balfour Declaration and the Mandate ought not to be 
discussed but, on the contrary, that the matter be 
dealt with~ novo in the light of our present and 
post-war needs. However, even if that were granted 
he will be compelled to recognize the fact that whatever 
demands we s~all be making will be very materially 
strengthened by a legally established right. The 
interpretation of the provisions o:t: the Mandate which 
leact,,to the conclusion that a Jewish Commonwealth was 
intended was probably never pointed out be:t:ore on the 
basis of my theory. At any rate, I have never heard of 
it before and yet I believe that it is convincing beyond 
a doubt. 

to him. 
I shall wait until I hear from you before writing 

Best personal regards. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Chairman, Executive Committee, 
American Zionist Emergency Council, 
Cleveland, Orio. 

P. s. I told him about your unanswered calls and he insisted 
that only one call came through and that he did return that 
call but found that you were already out of the city. He 
earnestly i isted that he could not have intended to slight 
you. 



-. 

Judge Harry H. Fisher, 
01 roui t court of Cook County, 
Chicago, Ill1no1e. 

y dear Judge Fisher: 

Karch 16 1 1944 

Thank you for ycur letter of Karch 15 • I was 
interested in getting Judge Rosenman• a reaction. 

Things at the ■O■fJDt are moving quite sati sfaotorily. 
Ae e have anticipated• there bas been epontaneoue 
demande·made on the floor of Congress in the last two 
daye, demanding that our resolutions be presented to 
the members of the House so that they might vote upon 
1 t. The President• e statement bas taken off the lid 
which the State Department eougbt to put on the· whole 
si tuat icn. 

It did muoh else besides. e have had a very grati-
fying cable fro■ London as to 1 ts repercussions there. 

- -

1th reference to· J'OUl" suggestion that you ask Ro aemaan 
to initiate aot1on to bring the .Amerioan Jeriah Coa-
rd ttee bsok to the Conference, I would suggest that you 
go very slow about it. Certainly, you ought to ooneult 
ise, Monsky and Goldstein, the 00-0llair■en. of the 

Conference before you take any action. Considerable 
effort has been made in recent weeks to bring about a 
rapprochement with no success. 

The President• e statement, in my judgment, should not 
be made to serve ae an excu e for the CoDlllittee to 
return to the Oonf'erence. As you probably know, we are 
ho ing for a supplementary atat•ent, which we trust 
will be much more specific. But e shall see hat 
eventuates. 



Judge Harry H. Fisher 3/16/44 

"Please be not taken in by Rosenman•s suggestion t~at 
the Palestine problem should be dieouaeed without 
ref erenoe to the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate. 
That is the attitude of Proekauer and hie group who 
object to both documents on the ground that they 
reoognige an entity called The Jewish People, a oountry 
whioh will be the Jewish National Home and the historic 
oonneotion of thie people •1th that national home. All 
that the Prostauer group is interested in ie to allow 
Jews the right of immig:ration into a country called 
Palestine, where they will ha•e no national status 
hatever, e~oept aa citizens ot a state called Palestine, 

in the same way ae Jews are c1 tisena in a. state cal.led 
New Zealand or Poland. This, of course, ie also the 
attitude of Leasing Rosenwald and the merican Council 
for Judaism. 

1th all good wishes, I remain 

Moet cordially ycurs. 

AHS:HEK Abba Hillel Silver 
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- ~ ISRAEL MEREMINSKI 
American Representative of the 
HISTADRUT 
General Federation of Jewish LdboY 
in Palestine. 
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MEMORANDUM 

FROM Elihu D. Stone DATE:March 17, 1944 ----- - -TO: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

SUBJECT: 

As soon as we learned of the action taken this morning by the House 
Cammi ttee on Foreign Affai1•s, Dr. Feuer and I called the office of Mr. Bloom 
and immediately proceeded to see him. 

Mr. Bloom enquired as to what he could do for us--a novel procedure. We 
received from Mr. Crawford the copies of both the letter from the Secretary of 
War and of the statement issued by Mr. Bloom on behalf of his committee. Without 
any provacation, he immediately took the offensive by saying that he took enougn 
abuse from us already; he knows that he will be attacked at the Madison Square 
Garden Meeting; and he is assuming complete responsibility for what took place 
this morning while the Committee was in executive session. 

He claimed that notices for the special meeting this morning were sent out 
yesterday and delivered to every member by messenger. It was his contention 
that he was forced to this action by reason of Mr. Dickstein•s threat that a 
p£,tition to take away the measure from the Conunittee would be circulated among 
the members of the House, and that during the conference of last Wednesday at 
his office, which was participated by Dr. Feuer, Mr. sack, and myself, we were 
anxious that action be taken. He was reminded by us that our conference was in 
tne nature of seeking advise and guidance with a view of obtaining a favorable 
report from his committee; that at no time did we suggest the type of action that 
he nas taken. Therel also, Mr. Bloom added ~hat he was forced to this morning's 
action by reason of a vote taken by.the Committee more than a week ago to the 
effect that he, as Chairman, should invite the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of War and General Marshall to meet with the Comrni ttee and to listen 
to tneir evidence with reference to the Palestine Resolution; that he dis­
regarded this vote and did not extend invitations to tne aforesaid leaders of 
the Government; that he was charged by members of the Corrnnittee that he is 
deliberately violating a decision; that this came both from enimies as well as 
friends of the measure; that those who were collh-nitted to the Resolution felt 
that it was imperative for them to give to tneir constituents an explanation of 
the dormancy of the Resolution in the Committee. Mr. Bloom further claimed 
that he rendered us service in that he prevented adverse action on the Resolution 
and that he prevented t~ing of the Resolution; that the status of the Resolution 
has not been altered. It simply means that no action bas been taken for tne 
time being and that at any appropriate moment, it can be brought forth for action. 

The conversation was rather a heated one. He asserted that the introduction 
of the Palestine Resolution at this time has done more harm to the Jewish people 
throughout the world than anything else. As calmness was restored, he spoke 
in a fatherly fashion advising that we should not be so stubborn, that an 
amended Resolution, which would exclude reference to a Jewish Commonwealth, would 
have a chance in his opinion. As to an enquiry of Dr. Feuer and joined by me 
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that, since the opposition to action at tnis time is entirely military, how 
could that opposition be overcome by amendments, since tne Department of War 
objects to any action on the Resolution in its entirety. Mr. Bloom was 
reluctant to reply; however, he reiterated his belief that a substitue 
Resolution would be favorably considered. 

With reference to tne President's statement as to whetner or not it had 
any effect, his reply was that the action of the Committee and the letter from 
the Secretary of War speak for themselves. He stated that he has something to 
say with reference to the President's statement; however, he would say it only 
to Dr. Wise and yourself. 

At the conclusion, he reiterated that this Resolution can be brough up for 
action at any appropriate time. It was a painful experience and it is clear that 
Mr. Bloom is not a friend of the Resolution, as is that he is particularly 
hostile to the inclusion of a reference to a Jewish Commonwealth. He deplored 
the austere statements that are being ma.de on the floor as they constitute on 
irritation. 

This is in substance what was said at the conference. It is, by necessity, 
a fragmentory and hastily drawn report. Mr. Bloom is not a friend of the 
Jewish National Home. His mentality is that of a rescue Jew. It is quite 
possible that he has certain commitments with reference to this Resolution and 
the coIIUiij.tments, judging by his conduct, are not in our favor. 

Elihu D. Stone 

EDS:hp 
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COPY 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, 
Congregation Shomer Emunim, 
Toledo, Ohio. 

Dear Leon i 

Detroit, Mich, March 22, 1945 

I want to t hank you for coming to u s last Monday 
night for the debate on t he issues of the rift within the 
Zionist Organization. 

You made out a powerful case for the recal l of 
Silver to the leadership. and I am fairly certai n that our 
Board wi ll pa.s s a resolution demanding the re-appointment of 
Silver as head of the Emergency Zionist Council. 

With kindest greetings. I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi I.eon Fram 



. 
A.MERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL • 1120 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W . • WASHINGTON 9, D. C . 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM Elihu D. Stone 
DATE: Mar. 24, 1944 

TO: Abba Hillel Silver 

SUBJECT: Conference with Senator Brewster of Maine 

I 

C OlrFIDElfr I.AL 

Pursu::int to an apJ ointment I called on Senator Brewster of Maine at his office 
on Friday, March 24, 1944. As he seemed to be nrominent in the oil discussions, 
it was important to ascertain from him the relationship of the oil concessions 
in the Near East to the future of the Jewish National Home, as well as to make 
the Senator acquainted with our anxieties. 

The Senator described the situation as a competitive one between the United 
States government and Great :Britain - that both sides were wooing King Ibn Saud 
and are ready to pay the price. The Senator pointed out that it was indeed 
strange that in his correspondence with the Department of State with reference 
to Palestine because of his interest in the Jewish National Home, the Depart­
ment somehow always diverted the subject ·matter 01\1\.oil. The correspondence is 
fif a confidential nature, but it seemed to the Senator that the paramount 
✓interest of our Secretary of State in the Near East is concentrated on oil. 

I described to the Senator our fears lest the Jewish National Heme be bartered 
as a sort of 11 burning offering 11 to King lbn Saud. I pointed out to him that 
we were disturbed by rumors that General Hurley has made commitments adverse 
to the Jewish hopes in Palestine. I expressed tile hope ti1at those rumors were 
unfounded. Thereupon the Senator offered the information that he suent three 
hours in conference with General Hurley tba,t in a discussion of all the 
manifold problems involved in the oil concessionsj the subject matter of the 
conversation was strictly confidential. 

Cautiously and tactfully I tried to convey to Senator :Brewster the value of 
any information he could give us on the subject - that the entire future of the 
Jewish :l:Jational Home is involved, and that it is of tremendous importance for 
us to know the facts. 

,, 1/ 
The Senator was good enough to say that your fears with reference to Gen. Hurley's 
attitude towards the Jewish National Home as related to the old ouestion"are not 
unfounded'! Of course, there are no written agreements and there "are no written 
records of tne conversation between Gen. Hurley and Ibn Saud, asserted the Sena­
tor. However, continued Senator :Brewster, Mr. Hurley definitely associates 

;himself with the British policy with reference to the Jewish National Home, as 
renresented by tne White Paper of May, 1939. It is clear, stated the Senator, 
th~t in the conversations with Ibn Saud, the General conveyed his hostile views 

( 
towards the Jewish Nat i onal Home to the King, whom he was courting in his 
canacity as an American agent to work out tne deal concerning the oil. To my 
inQuiry as to in what capacity Gen. Hurley did act in his dealings with the 
Arab ruler the Senator was unable to clearly define the status of Gen. Hurley 
in connect~on with the negotiations he was carzyi:ng on with Ibn Saud. Re described 
the General• s mission to Arabia as being both of a private and a ouasi-official 
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character. 

On t:he basis of t e three-hour conference that the Senator had with the 
General, he asserted t ' at t h e op in ions e.,'{p re ssed by Mr. Hurley to Ibn Saud and 
ot er Arab dignitaries were in their ve ry n a tui-e t he General's p rivate views, 
and t at he d id not i n any w~r make commitments for our g overnment. The Sena­
tor emp hasized, h owever, that thos e private views were t e views of an i mportant 
pe rsonality close to t h e g overnmen t of t h e United St ates, and particul a rly to 
t h e President - that nis views no doubt carr ied great weight in t he mind of 
I n Saud. 

Sen a t or :Brewster was good enough to say that du ring t he c onifer s at i on with 
Mr. Hurley he endeavored to set t le General right on t n e Jewisn Nation"al Rome 
by p ointing out to him tha t t 1e onor of t he Uu ited St a tes is involved and t hat 
it is an II incongruity" for the United St a tes to fight a war fo r jus t ice for the 
common man and for t · e freedom of op~res s ed and persecuted peoples'~ ~~d at the 
same time have spoke smen of t h e Un ited St a tes, i n ,1hatever capacity~i away 
wi t , our policy i n favo r of t he Jewis lfational Home as establ is .11.ed b y t h e 
U i ted Stat es Congress i 1922 as par t consid.erat i on for t ie acqui sition of 
o i l co cessio.s . General Hurl ey argued , owever, that apart from the oil 
business P ale stine as already done its s ,are f or t e Jewis i p eop le and t hat 
t 1 e English g overnment has fulfilled its obligation tot he Jewish lJational. Home 
by making it p ossible for so many Jews to come to Palestine and ett le there. 

Senator Brewster seeic1ed to be famil i a with the arguments p ro and con relative 
to the VlhHe P ap er and tried to meet the contention of t e General, apparently 
without success. 

r
Moreover, Se~ator Brewster stated t hat General Hurley conf erred with President 
Roosevelt to whom he has definitely conveyed his v ie,·,s v,i t h reference to the 
Jewish National Home, and that t ho se views of course were adverse to our 
posit ion . 

I regarded . it a s tactless to press the Senator with more deta iled i nfor mation 
wit reference tote General's talk with t h e President, as heap eared to be 
somewhat reluctant to discuss it in gr eater det ail, exc e, t to say t hat t h e 

/, rep ort g iven to t he Pres ident by Gen . Hurley with refer_eo1ce to~ P~estine ~ is ...Q_ 
t an unfriendly one. ""'- 1-\ "'9.½ ~ ""t'•,e,t.J.-e;., '\-¼ S '-~si: ~-'!..... , 

The Senator f ror:n .fai n e was good enough to volunteer t hat he '.'l'Ould do his best 
to uncover during the hearing s before t e Senate Coll1P.littee now engaged in an 
in q_uiry wi t h ref e r ence to oil in the Near Eas t any and eve r y angle that has 
rel at ion to P alestine, and wnether or no t any commitments were made, official 
or othe rwise, by a.ri.y agent of our g overnment, to Ibn Saud. He said, h owever, 

/
t .o.at t_ is woul d be most difficult for t he reason t hat t hose cornmitme.TJ.ts, if 
made , were not mat ters of record, and t ose who have knowledge of them would 
be reluctant to make revelations. 
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T- e Senator volunt eer ed t he i nko r mat i on that Englan d is strenuously engaged in 
an effort to divert the aff ect :k'bn of I bn Saud i n t heir favor. Thus, he p ointed 
out, t he efforts to p romote a conference f or t h e purpose of establish ing an 
Ar ab feder ation of st ates was nc doubt i nitia ted by Grea t Britain, and hope s 
mus t have been held out to Ibn Saud t hat t he leadi ng role i n t is federation 
would be as s igned t o h im. Of course, he st a ted, these are sp ecul at ions , 1m t 
t hey are not unreasonable ones. Mr. Hurley reported t o h i m tnat t here are a 
1 ar g e number of Br i tishers i n Saudi a-Arabia and t hey even have someone who is 
a new edition of t he late Lawrence of Arabia, who s eems to be ac t ive in the 
p ro x imity of Ibn Saud . 

It was t · e judgment of Senator Br ewster that b oth t he Secreta r y of t 1e Navy and 
the Secretary of t he Interior, who seem t o b e strongly in favor of t he oil 
c oncession s i n Saudia-Arabia, have not been made aware of t he i nvolvement of 
t · e Jewish a tio al Rome in connection wit. any hop es t ha t mi g ht have b een held 
out to Ibn Saud b y any .American sp oke sman in connection t herewith • 

. fr . Brewster suggested t at we g ive h im a memor andum on t he ~ntMe subj ect 
dealing with t he in t erest of P alest i ne and t he Jewish hopes.~~'Pie i s ready to 
u se h is 0 0 0d 01·fi ces fo r t he purp os e of try i ng t o uncover during t · e progress 
of t_e earing the nature of the cons iderat i on offered to King Itn Saud at 
t 1e exp ense of t 1e Jewish posit ion in P al estine. 

T e Senator descr i b ed t he att i tude of t he President a s being vague, and t herefore 
unsatisfac tory. Mo reover, e stat ed t hat t he situat ion calls for act i on and 
t · at 11 deeds 11 and not vague words count. He quo ted :Emerson in sub stance: Your 
de eds I see; your words I do not hear. 

' ~ tor Brewste, deve:q,ed during our convers ati on a n ovel a~pr oach, t hat is to 
say , a novel approach fo r an American. He ma±ntained that t e Jewish National 
Home could well become, and s ould become, an American outpost i n the Near 
East, that if we are contempl ating making gre at investments i n Ar abia, t hen 
it is int e interest of t he Uuit ed St ates to encourage t he establishment of 
a Jewish co ,onwealth i n P alestine, w ic .. would const i t ute a friendl y snot in 
t e Ne ar East, and wnich in a cr isis would b e of g reat value to t he Unit ed 
St a te s . Moreover, the friends h i p of t he Jews in P alestine could be acquired 
by .America by coop erat i ng wi th the Jewish :Na tion al as irations in P al estine, 
an d by el p ing the J ewish p eop le to make P alestine a Jewish commonweal th. 

T- e Senator po int ed out that the Jewish Nat ional Home has been develaped by 
v irtue of r he financial support g iven by .American Jews. Hence, t h is fact 
s nould be ut ilized by our governmen t i n order to cement a stronger friendship 
between the Jewish National Ro¢e and t he United St ates, instead of alienating 
it by ass ocia ting ourselves even p assively with t he British White Paper. In 
t h is conne ct ion he exhibited an advance p rint of an article 11 The Soviet Wooing 
of Palestine - Russian-Br i tish Competit ion in the Middle East 11 , by Eli ahu 
Ben-Horin, which will app ear in Harper 1 s magazine of Ap r il 24, 1944 and wh ich 
advance p r oof is, of course, conf ident ial. 
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T e Senator was visibly disturbed by what Een-Horin has to say with referen ce 
t o the i nfluen ce of Russia in t he J ewish National Rome . The Russians, he 
said, are ¥-realists" and t hey do not hesitate to reverse p olicies when t hat 
reversal serves t ~e ir purposes, as evidenced by the change of attitude of 
Russia towards t he Jewi sh Nat ional Home. The senat or continued: If t he 
po l icy of Grea t :Brit a in is t hat of t he Whi te Paper, and if .Arnerica acquiesces 
i n t he 1/b.ite Pap er, t hen as a natural consequen ce t he Jewish National Home 
would be dr iven t o sol icit f avor f rom Russia, which, no doub t, will be a gr eat 
factor i n arrang ing t _9 next p eace. 

Senator :B rewster stated t hat t he ii' iews expressed by Een-Horin were substant iated 
by h is own exp er ience in Palestine and t he Near East. He was tremendously 
i mpr es sed on his l ast visit to Palestine wi t h t he amount of Russian influence 
i n Palest ine to the exclus ion of other interests. I endeavored t o set him 
right, t hat is, not to conf use the Jewish cooperatives in Palestine with Commu­
n ism; and t e f act t hat the majority of t he Jews of Palestine come orig inally 
from Russia does no t in any way intimat ely associate t h em wi th the policies of 
Stalin; that it is conceivable t h at if t he Jewish National Home is forsaken 
by its :Brit ish and American friends, it would be compelled to engage in a 
s earch for other friends as a last resort. 

However, i t may well be stated categorical ly as a fact t hat there is a natural 
spiritual affin ity between t he Jewish National Home and America, and t hat 
P alestine c::.S a genuine affection f or the Un ited. States, as the Jews of Pal­
estine are natural exponents of our democratic principles and t he American way 
of life. Therefore, .American could make Jewish Palestine a fortress of 
f r i endship and ap outpost of t rue Americanism by t he pursuit of a p ositive 
pol i cy of friendship and encouragement. 

T e Senator req_uested me to g ive h im a memor andum on t he questions r a ised by 
:Ben-Horin, as he regarded it as a new angle wnich could be utilized in favor of 
the Jewish Nat ional Rome by caus i ng American to realize the great value of 

V such outpost int .e Near East for .American interests. 

I call your att ent i on to t he reply of Senato r Brewster to Harper's magaz ine. 

T e confer ence was rat her a l engthy one and I have endeavored to g ive you the 
subs t ance of t he con:versat i on. I migh t add that Sena tor :Brewster autho~ized ,., 
me to convey to you per sonally t he facts stated by him rel ative to the opinions 
of Gen. Hurley, and he was good enough to refer to you in most kindly terms. 

EDS:ERG 
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AMERICAN JElfIISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANlUM 

To All Delegates to the American Jewish Conference 

From I. 1. Kenen, Publio Relations Director 

SUBJECT: - Interim Committee Mee ting, Uarch 21 

March 27, 1944 

This brief summary of the highlights of the Interir.1 Coi:mni ttee meeting of 
March 21st in New York is for your inforIP.ation and iis not indended for publication. 

Present were 45 delegates and alternates of 
Monsky and Dr. Stephens. Wise were in the oh.air. 
tribute to Dr. Wise marking his 70th birthday, 

a :membership of 54. )Ir. Henry 
The meeting openei v:ith a rising 

NZO - The i,.dministrative committee, reporting on conversations with organi­
zations not in the Conference was authorized to proceed on a proposal that the New 
Zionist Organization be given one plaoe on the Interim Committee and the right to 
appoint members on the commissions with the condition that all referentes to the 
NZO inelude the notation (Revisionist.) 

"'.YAR EMERGENCY COl'JFERENCE - The committee discussed the relationship of the 
Conference to the l"lar Emergency Conference which will convene in New York in May 
under the sponsorship of the Vlorld J r,wish Congress and which will consider the views 
on post-war reconstruction held by Jevdsh delegations from other countries. The 
oo-cheirmen vrere authorized to :make an announeement shortly, 

CO'OPTIONS - Youth organizations vrere granted one place on the Interim 
Committee. The secretary was instructed to convene thoir delegates for the purpose 
of designating one delegate and one alternate; both may attend meetings but only 
one vote :may be cast. 

FINANCES - Mr, Sidney G, KuswOJ:'m, co-chairman of the Finance Committee, 
reported that local welfare funds and comnunities haTe, up to the present, accepted 
quotas amounting to $43 ;900 to meet the Conferen@o budget of $148,500. A campaign 
to raise $50,000 in Now York is under way, 

, I 

SECOND SESSION .. Tho Committee authorized the chair to appoint a committee 
of five to make recommendations on the next session of the Conference. 

RESCUE - Dr. Nnhum Goldmann of the l!T brld Jewish Congress, who has just 
returned from Zngland, was invited to give an off-the -rodord report of his im­
pressions. 

Highlights - "The worst e.pprehons ions we had o.ro more than confirmed. • • 
Of more than three million J<?J"Vfs who wore in Poland, less than 200,000 v.rere alive at 
the end of November. , .The number is loss today ••• Optimistic estimates place the 
number of Jows in Fran00 at 3C,O ,000 and 20,000 to 25,000 in Ro1 land, the same 
number in Belgium ••• The worst catastrophe is now befalling European Jewry with 
tho occupation of Hungary, where th0ro o.ro 800,000 Jaws. . • 



"Possibilities of rescue exist, have existed all the time, aut tho trouble 
has boon that an omorgoncy situation could not be dealt with by routine and rod 
tape mothods. Our situation is a runkirk situation. When it takes three months 
to confirm tho sending of a boat to Istanbul, the opportunity for reseue no longer 
exists because the Gestapo has learned about it ••• If tho governments will adopt 
emergency methods~ Jews can still be saved today. Outlets arc still open ••• Tho 
governments in exile arc awakened to their obligations ••• Tho American government 
today is far ahead of tho British government ••• Tho establishment of tho War 
Refugee Board oo~o a deep impression on all tho governments and other governments 
will establish similar boards ••• 

"When the Conference was called togothor we all acted on tho notion that 
there will be a war and then a peace oonforenoc and American Jewry will elect a 
delegation. Now there won't be such a peace conference. Thero will be a pie•~­
moal pea.co. 'rt will la.st at least from fivo to ton years. Those who want to deal 
with those problems must be prepared to deal with them in a period of five to ton 
years, dealing with twenty governments, • .You will have to look forward for a 
future of years and tremendous maehinory, 11 

Rabbi Irving Miller, cxooutivo vice-chairman of tho Commission on Rescue 
and Mr, Horman Shulman reported on activities since tho January 25th meeting of 
tho Interim Committee: 

Tho National Orthodox Conference on Palestine and Rosouo, attended by 
delegates all over the country, pledged cooperation with tho Conference 
on all pho.ses of rosoue work, 

A Conforenco aido-memoiro rebutting some of Assistant Secretary of State 
Breckinridge Long's statements on immigration was printed in tho 
Congressional Record and widely distributed. 

Tho National Committee Against Nazi Exterminntion and Persecution of tho 
Jews had announced its formation and tho Rosoue Commission has been in 
close contact with it. 

At its last rr~eting, the Interim Committee gave tho Rescue Commission 
autonomy in the conduct of its affairs and authority to soouro tho co­
operation of non-affiliated organizations in the formulation of common 
plans for resoue. Tho negotiations havo thus far failed to produce tho 
desired result. 

The Rescue Commission has boon in frequent communication with the War 
Refugee Board, submitting a formal memorandum and transmitting specific 
proposals originating abroad. Tho Conference strongly urged that unless 
public funds were available, muoh of the purpose of tho Board would be 
vitiated and that in general 11 the principle must not be established that 
tho saving of Jews must depend on whether Jews have tho money with which 
to save them." Among other proposals, tho memorandum urged renewal of 
warnings to tho people of GorI!lD.ny and tttJ satalli to countries. 

Rabbi Miller proposed an appeal to tho President in connection with the Nazi 
occupation of Hungary, and it was agreed that representations be made at once 
(without publicity) to tho govern,."!lont. 

Tho President's statement of warning to the Nazis and his appeal for 
assistance to Jewish refugees was issued on Mare~ 24. A statement of approoiation 
and a plea for united action by all Jewish organizations was issued by tho oo­
ohairmon of tho Interim Committee. 
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Thq Conference sto.tomont follows: 

llft,., c,c,a~pe1'b1on ot the 7'Cl.U:cm ao\m,r ~Qe 'rlr,r 't!hu N1.1ai• aonatit\l.t.Qlf t;\ <t;.u~n:l,1'1~ 
poin_t il'). th.o opoohu,l task of' rusc,uin~ J .:iws thrvnt onod with oxtormh1c,t'.l.on o. 'b l\frud 
h[\nds cind 7-t;ho li.Jr,o ricnn J owi3h ·• conf J r ,.mcc wo lcor:io s vdth o. dc op s0no o of gro. t :-...t~:do 
Pr osidont Roosovolt 1 S r ,J cognition of t ho gn :n t dn ng,)r etrld his prompt C1G tio11. 

"Tho ? r osidont t s ·wa rning that nll persons vrho sh:.lro tho guilt for cJr -;_lT., l S 

o. gn inst tho r ofugoos shall sho.ro t ho punishment will b0 offoct ivo to doter tho IJo.z i 
ho.ngmon. His o.ppoo.l to tho populat ion within Ge r many itself to hide J ov,s from 
their oxocutionors o.nd to a ssist them in cscnpine; and his o.ppcal to countrie s to 
open the ir doors to Jovrish r ofugc0s uro hoo.rt..-m ing o.ssurnncu of o. d dt or minntion to 
ca rry out heroic m0a su,ro s which must be takon ti' tho r 0s cuo vrnrk of tho f!a r Rofugeo 
Boo. rd is to bo effective. 

"Tho situa tion impos e s o. r e sponsib ility on a ll J cwish ago110ios to unite and 
we upponl to all J ewish orgunizutions, including thos e not affilie t o d 1,1ith tho 
Confo r e nco , to moot the chn llongo crontod b ;/ tho H[tzi i nvnsion of tho Bnlkm1S o.nd 
to uni t o on o. common progro.m of n otion to uss ist o.nd coop or o. to with tho 1,:ar Rofug oo 
Boo.re. . " 

POST-vU.R - Hiss Jo.no Evans r e ported tha t two sub - commi ttoos md been f orme d 
by tho Post-Yfo r Commission : one hoo.dod by Rabb i JoshuC\ TrClchtonbor g which is 
pr0po.rini; dro.fts o. nd a program of a ction in co1moct io11 n ith t ho l 0ga l o.nd polit ico.l 
sto.tus of tho J ews i n I,,Ost -v-m r Europe, nnd the othor, hoa dcd by h,Jrs o lf , ·which is 
propo. ring a memoro.ndum for submission to UNRRA , 

PALESTINE COT-f[M ISSION - l'r • .Abbo. Hille l Silv0r r eporte d that tho Confor onco 
ho.d coope r o.tod n ctivo ly in bo.cking up tho -Congr oss ioml r e solut ions . It hcd co.llod 
on o.11 dolego. t os o.nci. constituent bodie s to comrmnico.te to Con[:; r o ssme n o.nd tho 
Exe cutive . Tho Confe rence o.--idr c ssod uppoo.ls t o all Congr ussmun a nd all rr.njor 
daily ncwspnpors onolos ing tho t ext of , tho Pc. lcstino r c l:l olution o.d optod by tho 
Confor oncc o.nd urging support . , Tho post tion of t llc Coriior 0nco was pr c,s ent () d o. t 
tho Congr cs siono.l ho1:1 r ings by Dr. Silver; Dr, IsrC\ol Goldste in, Dr I J a mes G. IIollo r 
nnd llr . Louis Lipsky 

Reporting Dh tho status of tho rosolu-H ons, b:r . S ilvor s aid. tho.t tho 1•oso­
lutidns wo1.H cl hnve 'coon vote d overwhe lmingly but for th,, interve ntion of tho 
milita ry (which r a ised obj e ction s not to tho merits of t ho r os olutior:s but t o notion 
o.t this time , ) "but my arm f oo ling is t ho. t ov en thou gh dofe rro d, t;io r e solutions 
will be actod on soono r or lutor . " 

J.no. lyzing tho Preside nt ' s s tatement , Dr . Silvor po int0 d oi..:.t tha t it was tho 
first timo in five yoo.rs, sin ce t ho v;rhito Po. y-o r wus o.nnounced , t ha t nny official 
of our gove r nment had stn t od tho.t tho American government ho.s nc,vo r b oon i n f o.vor 
of t ho Wh i t o Pape r • . "It is def inite ly n gratifying stop fo:rv1..:,r d to1No. r d our 
ultirnu t c obj u ctivo , " ho s o.id . 

Tho Inte r im Comrnit t ,;0 C\ doptod o. 
submitted by tho Po.l-.1stino Commis sion . 
Gardon rr,u ss mooting nnd ovor tho r ad io . 

* 

s tet t cmont on tho Congress ionn l r e s olutio11s, 
I t ,;,m s r oo.d tho. t evening nt a Had is 011 Squa re 
; .. c opy of tho s t ntoment is enclose d , 

* * 
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The National Community Relations Advisory Council, established as a result 
of the resolution unanimously adopted et the Pittsburgh General Assembly, held 
its first meeting in New York City, March 18, 19, and 20. The new body forI11E1lly 
organized, adopted By-Laws, eleoted its officers end executive committee, and 
considered major problems of anti-Semitism of concern ·to the looal communities and 
national agencies. 

All of the four national organizations and 14 local oommunities invited to 
~~filiate with the new body, voted to do so. ill were represented at the first 
meeting. In addition to the off'ioers who were official delegates, staff members of 

of national agencies -were present to discuss speoialized aspects of the various 
problems. 

Program • 
.Among the problems oonsidered were political anti-Semitism, relationships 

with~other religious grouns, labor and industry. Im attempt was made to analyze 
the local and national aspects of eaoh problem, to consider what is now being done 
to meet it, and to analyze what gaps exist and where there might be overlapping, 
duplication, end working at cross-purposes. 

The discussion revealed that in some aspects two or more organizations were 
attempting to meet the same situation, sometimes making similar plans apparently 
without knowledge of whet the other was doing and without prior consultation. 
Revealed also, in some instances, VfflS duplicating activity and contradictory 
action, which have been the cause of some open differences among the groups in 
the past. Despite the frank expression of these differences, all discussions 
were marked by a spirit of cordiality and harmony. 

The zooeting resulted in unanimous agreement that clearance end joint planning 
should be instituted with regard to several of the specific problems considered. 
This cleerBnce and planning would involve both the national and local agencies. 
It was felt that in some instances it might be well to have more than one approach 
and one technique used, but that even in suoh oases it would be well to have 
joint clearance and planning so that such apparent divergence would be part of a 
coordinated program, with one technique supplementing the other rather than 
counteracting it. 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS 
NATIONAL OFFICE: 165 WEST 46th STREET · NEW YORK CITY 
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~ The new Council, therefore, unanimously authorized the executive committee 
to set up several comnittees to undertake at once this joint planning and 
clearance. 

Officers and Executive Committee. 
To serve as its first chairmen the Advisory Council elected Edgar J. Kauf­

mann of Pittsburgh, long active in the effort to bring about coordination in 
community relations work. Jerome Rothschild, Chairman of the Philadelphi~ .Anti­
Defametion Council, was chosen Secretary-Treasurer. The Executive Committee will 
consist of the officers and Joseph M. Proskauer, President of the .American Jewish 
Committee; Dr. Stephen s. Hise, President of the American Jewish Congress; Henry 
11fonsk:y, President of the B'nai B'rith; Adolph Held, Chairman of the Jewish lebor 
Com:nittee; Sidne:/ Hollander, Baltimore; Philmore J. Haber, Cleveland; Maurice B. 
Fagan, Philadelphia; and Robert Segal, Cincinnati. Alternates were also desig­
nated• L1r. Haber, Co-C'1.airman of the Organizing Committee established at Pitts­
burgh, served as Temporary Chairman over the sessions. 

Tho ~xecutive Committee met immediately after the close of the sessions to 
undertake the active work of the Council. Preliminary consideration was given to 
questions of membership, establishment of clearance committees, finance, office and 
professional staff. These matters will be given further attention at the next 
meeting of the ?::xecutive Committee. It is expected that the agency will be fi­
nanced temporarily by advances from the four national agencies until a permanent 
basis of financing is developed and adopted. 

Structure. 
The By-Laws were deliberately desi~ned to make the structure of the new 

Counoil as simple and as flexible es possible. It was thought best to provide 
machinery only to formalize the structure of the new agency and to make possible 
such action es is deemed necessary in dealing with concrete problems. (A copy 
of the By-Laws is attached). 

The committee on structure ,-.hich drafted and presented the By-Laws to the 
Council for adoption consisted of' Bernard B. Kopkind, !1ew Haven, Chairman; 
Isaac Frank, Detroit; Edgar J. Kaufmann, Pittsburgh; Jerome Rothschild, Phila­
delphia; Leon Sachs, Baltimore; David Sher, American Jewish Committee; Maurice 
Bisgyer, B1 nai B'rith Anti-tofamation League; Rabbi Irving ~ller, American Jew­
ish Congress; and Isiah Minkoff, Jewish Labor Committee. 

Membership. 
The resolution adopted at Pittsburgh oonternplated that there would be addi­

tional roombership beyond the 14 communities and four national agencies originally 
invited to affiliate. The four national aGencies ares American Jewish Committee, 
American Jevnsh Conbress, B1 nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League and Jewish Labor 
Corrnnittee • The 14 communities include: Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Brooklyn, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Lincinnati, Detroit, St. Louis, Milwaukee, In­
dianapolis, Mi r.nesota, Los An0 eles and San Francisco. The communities are those 
whose professional executives have been members of the Community Relations Con­
ferenc;, an informal group established in 1940 for purposes of cooperation and 
exchange of information. 

It was recognized at .l:'ittsburgh that there was no particular pattern in that 
r epresentation and that some areas are not now represented, among t~em the South­
east, Southwest and .'acific-Northwest. At their recent conferences, the South­
eastern States and Southwestern states Regions of the Council of Jewish Federa­
tions and ''!Telfare Funds took cognizance of this fact by adopting resolutions 
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which officially called the attention of the new Advisory Council to their o­
mission, requested that the communities in their regions be granted represen­
tation, and that their regional organizations be consulted in the process of 
granting such membership, so that the representatives chosen would most adequately 
bring to the vouncil the needs, problems and experiences of those areas. In­
dividual conmunities which have mode application for membership include Omaha, 
and ansas City. 

The problem of acting on additional membership is complicated by the fact 
that communities already affiliated have been included on the sole basis of the 
previous association of the local professional with the CRC. The local members 
have no single pattern of community organization for civic-protective work, al­
though all are characterized by having community-wide agencies which represent 
and act for a cross-section of the community. The present local delegates repre• 
sent aOJXlllli.mi ty c ounei ls in which the executive director gives part-time to ci vio­
protecti ve work; community councils and federations which have committees or 
departments for civic-protective work, with additional full-time or part-time 
professional direction for these deportments; special centtol community agencies 
established for the sole purpose of conducting civic-protective work; and one 
state-wide ~rganization. Several communities not now members have similar or 
the same types of organization. 

Questions of additional membership will also involve other national 
agenoie s. An application already has been received from the Jewish ,·,ar Vet­
erans. 

The By-Laws provide that the executive committee shall receive and review 
membership applications and make recommendations to the full Council w.ich shall 
act upon them. 

Relation to General Jewish Council. 
The formation of the ~dvisory ~ouncil raises the q estion as to the future 

existence of the General Jewish Council, which has been more or less inactive 
during the past few yi,ars. While leaders of the General Jewish t;ouncil stated 
informally that upon initiation of activity by the new body, the General Jewish 
Council would go out of existence. No official announcemant concerning its 
status has yet been made. 

Relationship to the Council of Jewish Federation and rielf'are Funds. 
The Organizing Committee set up by the Board of the ~JF'1~'F at Pittsburgh, 

was given the specific responsibility of securing the membership of the national 
and local agencies originally invited to participate by virtue of the resolution 
adopted by the Assembly and to arrange for the first meeting. Its responsi­
bility vres to cease after the first session. The committee carried out this 
charge, wacuring a 100 per cent response as noted above, and developed an agenda 
on the basis of problems suggested by the local and national agencies for dis­
cussion. The committee's responsibility for the new agency has therefore ceased. 
Its members hip included Mr. Kaufmann, and 11.lr. Haber, Co-Chairmen; Sidney Hol­
lander, Maurice Fagan, .tSernard Kopkind and Dl!l'Vid :·-atchmaker. Ira Younker served 
as an alternate for Mr. 1fatchmaker at the final meeting of the committee. 

The staff and office responsibility of the CJFWF also ceased when the new 
body officially organized. Philip Jjernstein of the CJF'.'/F staff served as tem­
porary Secretary for the Organizing Committee and for the first meeting. The 
NCRAC is now an independent organization. 
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'the Board of Directors of the CJF--.TF' however, wi 11 probably continue to maintain 
the sa me general interest in this fie]d of Jewish work as in others. 

Pext Steps . 
The meet in gs on .. arch 18, 19, and 20 t hus launched the beginning of the pro­

·ra m which t he membe r a 6enoies of the Counci l have been seekin6 during the past 
. several year s. It should be noted thE,t the scope of the new Advisory Council is 

l imitec to policy making_, and specifically excludes jurisdiction over the structure 
a nd fund -raising of the national a gencies. The first meeting resulted in a gen­
e rally favorable reaction, achievin6 more than many of the delegates expected at 
the initial sessions . 

· .. ·i th the fr cme-,o r }:: now set up , the new bod y has be fore it the tasks of 
filling out its r.1embership developinb its contact vii th ell parts of the countr:', 
e stab lishin6 &n office~ employ i nt a staff, workinb out a plan for financial sup­
port, e nd undertakin6 the concrete activities of cle a rance, joint plannin~ and 
po licy ma!dng in combatti n6 anti- Semi tis m in .ti.me r ica • . 

It is exne cted t hat the Executive Committee wi 11 meet within a month and 
that the Advi;ory 1.,ounci l will :n.ee t wi thin 90 days . 



CONFIDENTIAL 

REPORT OF CONVERSATION WITH MR. ABRAHAM WQRTAS, Department of 
Interior, Washington, D. C. Lunch, March 30, 1944 

Present: ¥:r. FortA.s, ¥.r. Louis Bean, Dr. Josef Cohn and Dv. 
Goldmann. 

Dr. Goldmann reported on the Palestine situ«?.tion as 
he had found it i~ London. He said that the Zionists were very 
much worried by the complicat i on ceused by the new oil in erest 
involved 1r. it. Dr. Weizmann and others feel th~t so long as 
there is no agreement reached between the United States and 
England, Ibn Saud will be in a position to blackmail and to 
play one off against the other using Palestine as a card in 
the game, whe~eae if~ united front were established by both 
of them such blackmailing methods could not be used. 

Dr, Goldmann said he was interested to know whether 
Palestine was discussed in this conne&tion and his opinion on 
what bearing the oil business had on the American attitude 
concerning Jewish Palestine. 

Mr. Fortas said he would talk frankly, but asked me 
to regard his information as strictly confidential. He spoke 
of the difficulties they were meeting in carrying through the 
scheme. He is not at all sure that Congress will agree to it. 
He knew all about the campaign which the Standard Oil Company 
of New Jersey was organizing against it, and advised Dr. Gold­
mann to see the President of the Standard 011 of C~lifornia. 

Mr. Fortas said that, as far as he knew, Palestine 
was never discussed in the nego~iations with Saudi Arabia. 
He fully agreed with the Zionist point of view that unless an 
agreement is reached with Great Britain, Palestine may be en­
dangered by the blackmailing power of Ibn Saud. The United 
States has not yet discussed the matter with the British; they 
have not even officially informed them of their negotiations 
with Ibm Saud. But, as the decision is to build the pipe lines 
to Haifa, with big refineries there, etc., it is clear that they 
cannot start to implement the project before an agreement with 
Britain is reached. 

Mv. Fortas believes that Jewish Palestine would 
benefit enormously from such a scheme for two reasons: the 
agreement would leave Iraq and Iran oil to the British and 
Saudi Arabian oil to the Americans. This would mean that the 
British would clear out of Saudi Arabia, which is financially 
supported by the British 100%. Once Ibn Saud was financially 
and politically dependent on the United States, America could 
influence him in his attitude toward Palestine. 00.estine 
itself would benefit greatly from the pipe lines and the re­
fineries, where Jewish skilled labor could be used, etc. rKr. 
Fortas does not believe that the Zionists have any reason to 
fight the scheme. Senator Maloney had told him that he was 
receiving hundreds of letters from Jews protesting the scheme 
and the revisionists have published advertisements implying 
that Jewish Palestine will be bet~ayed because of oil. He 
even thought that Dr. Wise had somewhere made a similar state­
ment. 
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Mr. Fortas recommended that the Zionists pursue a 
"wait and see" policy, trying to prevent the Pe.lestine problem 
from being ti ed up with oil, but not yet committing itself to 
a hostile attitude on the scheme. 

From the point of view of this country, .he believes 
that the project is necessary. It may be that in a few years 
new methods will be found which will make Arabian oil un­
necessary; today, however, geologists believe that America 
needs these vast oil reserves. The best experts believe that 
within five or ten years the center of the world's oil pro~ 
duction will shift from the Carribean to the Middle East and 
Palestine will become the industrial center for this develop­
ment. 

Dr. Goldmann told Mr. Fortas of Col. Hoskini mission 
to Ibn Saud, Philby's plan, etc. He asked Dr. Goldmann to send 
him a copy of the memorandum to HM and one to Mr. Bean, so that 
he would know the background of Ibn Saud's attitude in case 
Palestine should come up again. 

Mr. Fortas who was very friendly and interested in 
the Zionist cause asked Dr. Goldmann to keep him informed 
and said he would do likewise. 

The talk lasted for two hours. 

Washingt on, D.C. 
April 3, 1944 

NG 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

lm.i1t,ed Palentine Appeal 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York City 

NOTE ON A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT'S WAR RELIEF CONTROL BOARD 
WASHINGTON BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

MARCH 30, 1944 at 11:30 A, M. 

PRESENT: Charles P. Taft, Acting Chairman of the President's War Relief 
Control Board.; Charles Warren, Member; James Brunot, Executive 
Director; Judson C. Dickerman, Consultant; C. C. Bookman, Con­
sultant. 

For the United Palestine Appeal: Rabbi James G. Heller, Louis 
Lipsky, Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Henry Montor. 

The committee representing the United Palestine Appeal met with the 
President's War Relief Control Board as a result of the decision of the Adminis­
trative Committee of the UFA on March 16th to consult with the Board as to the 
effect of its Order #9205 on the UFA. That order required the severance of pol­
itical and propaganda activities from relief fund-raising bodies. The UFA had 
discussed the effect of this order in relation to the fact thRt up to $250,000 
each was voted to the .American Zionist Emergenc~r Council by the Keren Hayesod 
and Keren Kayemeth which receive their funds from the UFA. 

Mr. Taft opened the meeting by giving the background as to why the 
Board had issued its ruling #9205. There were many organizations in the field, 
including a number in the National War Fund, which, although raising funds osten­
sibly for relief purposes, were using a large part of their money for propagc>...nd.a 
and political purposes. The fact that money was being used in that wa:y was prob­
ably not understood by the general contributing public. He mentioned particularly 
such organizations as the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and China Relief. 
The Board had to be uniform in the application of this rule to all organizations 
alike. 

Rabbi Heller expressed the hope that the ]o?xd would regard the activ-­
ities of the UFA as in a different category the.n the other organizations to which 
Mr. Taft referred. He described the nature of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, 
which are long-range bodies which h~ve carried on their ~ctivities, in the one case 
since 1921, and, in the other, since 1898. None of these, including the Mizrachi 
Palestine Fund - a beneficiary of the UPA to the extent of $250,000 - is in any 
sense a 11war11 fund. From the very beginning the Keren Ha.yesod and Keren X:ayeneth 
had conducted a political or rather a public relations progrctm on the ground that 
the building up of public sentiment favorable to Palestine was nn importe..nt ad­
junct to the fund-raising progran itself and to the future possibilities of build­
ing the Jewish National Home. The UP.A could not be described as only a 11relief 11 

organization; n.nd in that way differed completely from the other orga..~izations 
which the War Relief Control Board had in nind when the order was issued. 

Mr. Taft said that the Board had to take note of the fact that from 
funds of the UFA an activity was being carried on by the American Zionist Emer­
gency Council which involved, for exar.tple, public pressure on Congress. 
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Mr. Taft nade special reference to t he Resolution on Palestine now before Congress 
in ,1hich the .American Zionist Emergencr Council is deepl:r interested. The Board 
is faced with the problem arising out of the fact that an amount of $500,000 is 
provided out of UPA funds for such work without anir advertising of this fact, when 
the public a.ssUL1es generally that the funds raised for the UPA are all for relief 
purposes. T~e very naPe of the United Palestine Appeal, he said, inplies that it 
is distinctly relief fund-?"aising agency. 

Mr. Bookr.m.n inquired whether there would be any difficulty in having a 
line in all the naterial issued by the UPA to indicate that the ru:iount of $500,000 
was 6oing to t~1e Anericru1 Zionist Energency Council. 

Rabbi Heller said that he saw no difficulty about that. He asked if it 
would satisfy the War Relief Control Board if the UPA would indicate in its budget­
ary statements to the country that $500,000 is used for the needs of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council. 

Mr. Taft observed thHt another question Has also involved: that is, the 
deductibility of gifts to the United Jei,rish Appeal in which the UPA is included. 
The tax exemption of these contributions would be imperilled, since funds contrib­
uted for political activity are debarred from exemption. He suggested that the 
UPA counsel ought to review that aspect of the situation. 

Judge Rosenblatt explained how the Jewish Agency operates its public 
relations prograi:1 in Palestine. He emphasized that funds raised by the UPA and 
sent to Palestine are used by the Jewish AgencJ' in Palestine for work similar to 
that undertaken here. He gr-i.ve as ru1 illustr?.tion the contact between the Jewish 
Agency and the High Comnissioner in making represent;:i.tions about immigr 2..tion and 
other matters. This t~rpe of activity has been conducted with UPA funds for a 
very long tim~. 

Mr. Warren said that the War Relief Control Board is not concerned as 
a legal body with the deductibility aspect of the question. It WM merely calling 
it to the attention of the UPA for its consideration. 

Rabbi Heller said that if the Board were to adhere to its original 
decision with respect to the elimination by the UPA of the grant to the Emergency 
Council, it would mean another camp?..ign. If that could be avoided, it would be 
desir2.ble. 

Mr. Monter amplified the discussion of the ta@ks undertAken by the UPA 
agencies. Their activities were net created by the wru- and preceded it by many 
years; nor could all of the activities or even most of the activities of the UPA 
agencies by regarded as of a relief nature. There ,,,as a conplete progran which 
took into account every aspect of the upbuilding of the country. 

Mr. Taft said that the members of the Bor-u-d were awru-e of the fact that 
the UPA agencies were not born out of the war. But the fact remains thit, insof?r 
as the public is concerned, there is no distinction bet,1een the vnrious purposes. 
The general illpression is that the UPA funds are raised exclusively for relief 
purposes. The Board, Mr. TN't continued, could not SR1' to the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Coomittee that 11You cannot use your funds, raised ostensibl~r for relief 
purposes, for political activity" without being fa.ced with the danger of having 

\ the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Cor:u:ii ttee come to the Board and say: "You have 
, barred our use of such funds for political work, but you have perr.ii tted the United 
.Palestine Appeal to do the very same thing." 
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Following a discussion along si r:1 ilnr lines, Mr. Taft said thP,t the Board 
wants a v ery clear definition of the poli tice,l work being financecl with funds of 
the UPA. Such a definition should be provided in a description ef the total pro­
gram of the UP.A, with special reference to the exact activities of the American 
Zionist Er1ergency Council. The War Relief Control Bonrd, Mr. TR,ft stated, would 
like to se e such e, statement drm\m up by the UPA and submitted to it first. That 
statenent s .. 1ould then be sent out to every welfru-e fund in the countr~r ?.nd to 
every connunity raising funds for the UPA, in which it would be stated that up to 
$500,000 is being r1ade available to the .Anerican Zionist Er.1ergency Council out of 
UPA funds. Also reference to this fact should be contained in all future literature 
issued by the UPA. The Board, in ad.djtion to wn.nting to see a copy of the state­
ment before it is issued, would nlso like to hP.ve a st?.tenent on how the UPA pli:,.ns 
to pro.ceed in distributing this statenent. The welfare funcls nnd other comnmi ties 
should clso be asked to pass on the infornation P.bout this work to the contributors. 

l\ir. Bookr.1nn □ade further reference to the attitude of the Treasur~r 
Departuent on the subject of deductibility. Some indication would have to be 
given as to how much is involved in the expenditure for political work. 

Hr. Warren observed that it is not wise to 11poke a sle eping dogrt. 

Mr. Li:pslcy defined the work of t he American Zionist Emergency Council 
and s tat ed t h o..t it consists of genuinely educational propaganda and not merel y of 
polit ical Ilropnganda ; as that term is commonly understood. The work of the Emer­
gency Council is closely related to the educe.tion of the American public r-ts to the 
needs in Palestine. · 

The meeting terminated at 12:00 Noon. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * 

• 



AMERICAN ZIONIST· WERGENCY OOUNOIL 

STA' EM.ENT OF INO OME AHD CASH BALANCE 

October 15, 1943 to March 31. 1944 

Oash on hand, October 15, 1943 

Income Oct. 15. 1943 to Karch 31. 1944 

Keren Hayesod 

Keren Kayemeth 

Ex enditures, Oct.15,1943 to M.ar.31,1944 

Cash on band, Mar oh 31, 1944 

oash in Bank 
Petty Oash on hand 
Travel Revolving Fund 
Revqlving Fund Washington Office 
A. · • o. Bank Account 

26,216.34 

135,375.00 

111,250 :00 

272,841.34 

219 1 s63.g3 

52,977.51 

46,377.51 
loo.oo 
500.00 

1,000.00 
5.000.00 

52,977.,51 



AMERICAJ: ZIO ST fillERGENC¥ COuNCIL 

F INCOME AND CASH BALANCE 

As of Mar ch 31, 1944 

Cash on hand, Mar ch 1, 194 4 

I ncome- -Keren Hayesod, March 

£xpenditures , March 1944 

Cash on hand, March 31, 1944 

Cash in Bank 
Petty Cash on hand 
Travel Revolving Fund 
Revolving Fund Washington Office 
A • • a. Bank Account 

99, 364. 76 

16 , 375. 00 

115, 739 . 76 

62 , 762 . 2 

2 , 977. 51 

46 , 377 . 51 
100. 00 
500. 00 

1 , 000. 00 
5, 000. 00 

52 . 977 . 51 

~xpenditures for five and one- hal f month period 

Average monthly exoenditures on b si of~ month per iod 

Average yearly expenditures on basi of 5½ month er iod 

$ 219 , 863. 83 

39 , 975. 24 

479 , 702 . 88 



AMERICAU ZIOlHST EMERGE1iCY C0U1IDIL 
Al~ALYSIS 0]' EXJ?.,,;~.;J)ITt.JID;S 

ADiY1I1HSTRAT IVE 
Payroll 
Travel, per diem, transportation 
Equipment 
Rent 
Printing,stationery & supplies 
Insurance 
Postage 
Cables, telephone & telegraph 
Functions,dinners & meetings 
Washington Office 
Audit 

POLIT !CAL D~ART1•1EHT 
Payroll 

PID.iSS D~'PARTME.JT 
Payroll 
Films, special studies 

PtrELICATIONS DEPARTMEi~ 
Payroll 
Literature 
Printing 
Photographs 

C0,1HUNITY COUTACT S 
Payroll 

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
Payroll 
Materials, special studies 

A.MK IC.~ ~ PALEST IN1'J C0MM!TTiE 
Payroll 
Spea~ers fees & Expenses 

As of March 31, 1944 

EXPZNSES 
MARCH 

7,791.53 
4,512.24 

127.71 
1, 823.!37 
1,356.04 

112.00 
1,793.13 
2,581.72 

4,270.25 

1,203.43 

1,919.58 
337.56 

708.76 
2,508.45 

523.98 
109.41 

427.42 

3,236.52 
714.34 

3,061.47 
1,270.18 

-"'XPE SES Oct. 
15 to •lar . 31 

30,013.97 
16,343.53 
7,838.85 
6,171.22 
9,894.21 

289.40 
6,272.34 
8,105.62 
4,792.46 
9,966.90 

4,740.05 

8,061.33 
'20,814.08 

l, 983. 76 
8,931.35 
3,341.89 

173.07 

6,291.65 

8,365.25 
3,290.33 

11,876.86 
5,570.70 

J3UJJGET 
10/15/43 to 
10}15/44 

5b,866.00 
25,000.00 

5,000.00 
10,000.00 

7,500.00 
1,500.00 

20,000.00 
20,000.00 
25,000.00 
10,000.00 
1,000.00 

9,880.00 

18,928.00 
25,000.00 

5,200.00 
15,000.00 
25,000.00 

5,000.00 

15,860.00 

25,100.00 
17,000.00 

34,500.00 
20,000.00 

Ulrax?Ei..DED 
B.AL :WE 

25,852.03 
8,656.47 
2,838.85 
3,828.78 
2,394.21 
1,210.60 

13,727.66 
11,894.38 

20,207.54 
33.10 

1,000.00 

5,139.95 

10,866.67 
4,185.92 

3,216.24 
6,068.65 

21,658.11 
4,826.93 

9,568.35 

16,734.75 
13,709.67 

22,623.14 
14,429.30 

* 

* 



C0 1MI TTEE on CHRISTI AN CLl!lRGY 
Payroll 
Materials 

· Gr ant 

CO r iITTEE ON SPECIAL S ·.!:l.VICES & EVEl1TTS 
Payroll 
Radi o 1) 
Re ligious Conference 1) 
Economic Studies 1) 
Zionist Youth Action 1) 
Advertisements 1) 
Palcor 1) 
Madison Square Garden Meeting 1) 

anuscript Service 

CO I TTEE ON I NTELLECTUAL 1 OBI LI ZATIOM 

- 2-

EXPEMSES 
MARCH 

410.79 
355 .79 

1,560.16 
1,311.30 

99.00 
394.80 

5, 500.00 
12,741.32 

EXPE'( ES Oc t . 
15 t o Mar . 31 

1,432.12 
1, 39? .43 
3, 000 .00 

5,808.]6 
5,624.92 

64.60 
99. 00 

394.80 
5 , 500 .00 

12,741.32 

Payroll 672.66 

CONTACTS 'UTH ALL I ED POS'f •T. GROUPS 

$ 62,762.25 219 ,863.83 

•Budget overdrawn 

1) Charged to udget f or Radio. 

BTJDG~T lJNEXFEHDED 
L()/15/43 to BI.LA~TCE 
10/15/44 

11 , 296 . 00 
10 , 000 .00 

2 , 500 .00 

7,080.00 
25 ,000. 00 

50,000.00 

5,060.00 

1,112.00 

509,382.00 

9,863.88 
8,.602. 57 

500 .00 

7,080.00 
5 , 2_32.80 

50,000.00 

4, 387.34 

1,112.00 

289,518.17 

, 

• 

• 
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Commitments Aprill . 194 Oct . 151 1944 

J£ugene Ke lly 

Leo ck 

Jewish Agency , Moving expen es 

Audi tor 

M rvin Lowenthal 

.l\.c1d es ogr aph 

Speci~l s ervices 

II 

J,1adison Square Garden meeting 

• P . G. Go nf erence 

PAY OIL~ - uril 1 to Oct . 
Sno shana Agamit 
Lillian Benjamin 
Sydel Bogal 
Leah ohen 
Ruth ;p stei n · 

lehnur e.rdick 
Kinereth Dushkin 
Sadie Gottlieb 
Olar Salkind 
Lilian Mo nd 
Bertha Pollack 
Roselyn Pauker 
Marjorie Landsmark 
Ro se Shepa.tin 
Muri el Nerenberg 
Lee.h Dorfman 
Selma Hyman 
Eva Ro senfeld 
uiu Finkels ein 
Juliu s ~iller 
~ste lle Silber gl eit 

hoda Tendler 
Belle Strauss 
Joy Turover 
Terry Wolf 
Dor a Ente 
Beat rice Cohen 
Elizabeth Bing 
u.sther Goldberg 

15, 1944 
1, 120 
1 , 260. 

700. 
1 , 120. 

980 . 
700. 
980 . 
588. 
770 . 

1, 120. 
1 , ·2 60. 

840. 
644. 

1 , 400. 
980 . 
840. 
980 . 
700. 
980 . 
840 . 
700. 
770 . 

1 , 120. 
1 , 120 

840. 
1, 120. 
2 , 100. 
1 , 120 . 
1 ,120. 

1 , 000 . 00 

7~583. 36 

3, 250. 00 

750 . 00 

1 , 000 . 00 

500.00 

360 . 50 

2 , 500 . 00 

2 , 500 . 00 

4 , 500. 00 

5, 000 . 00 

Sulamith Schwartz 
Blanche Shepard 
H r old Manson 
arry L. Sh piro 

Benjamin Shwadron 
He.ns Lamm 
Adolph Hubbard 
Harry Steinberg 

aomi ·Bor owsky 
Stephanie Si lverman 

ose Davis 
Bernard 1, einryb 
Nonna. Knoblock 
Abr am Hagi da 
Judi th Abr a.hams 
Sylvia Rubin 
Stephanie Baer 
I r ene Richman 
I . B. Berkson 
Shirley "iegel 
Cyvia Kaufman 
Ida Ko l o dney 
L. Friedman 
Sara Seidlin 
Bern'3.rd U ller 
Robert Friedman 

iriam ;.,ev 
Harriet Pierce 

uth Hershman 

28 , 943. 86 

1 , 960. 
1 , 400. 
2, 800. 

, 846. 24 
1 , 400 . 
1 , 960. 
2, 380. 
1,960. 
1, 400. 
1, 120. 

700. 
1 , 400. 
1 , 62 5!.--
3, 500. 

700. 
980. 
700. 

1, 120. 
4 , 846 . 24 

980. 
980 . 
644. 
840 . 

1 , 120 
644. 
320. 
588. 
980 . 
980. 



Judith Hara 
Henrietta Hennan 
Leon I . Feuer 
Arno ld K. Isreeli 
Arthur Lourie 
t1oseh Perlman 
Flo r ence K p l n 
Elie Klein 

TOTAL PAY OLL 

TOTAL COMI. T- li:NTS 

- 2-

700. 
1 ,120 . 
4 , 846 . 24 
2 , 520.00 
4, 307.80 
1 ,120 . 

672 . 
1 , 120. 

Ruth Neibloom 700 . 
Bertha Isaacs 980 . 
Syma Gerchik 980. 
Sylvia fopel~an 840 . 
May Goldberg 1, 260 . 
Esphere Schachtman 794. 
Leon r d Mi ller 320. 
Uay Goldmf'n 840 . 

$ 96 ,795. 52 

125 . 7 39 . 38 



/ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 M,\QISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

) 

HAPOEL HAMI tRACHI O.l!' AMt<.:.!iI CA 
1133 Broadway 

New York 10 , N. Y. 
WAtkins 9-57~5 

Dr. Abb a Hillel Silve r, Chai rman 
American Zioni st Emergency Counc i l 
34d fadi son Avenue 
rrew York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

Hapoel Hamizrachi 
requested t he erstVlhile Zioni s t 
r epre sentation t hereon. The re 
rachi continued its politica l 
Emergency Committee. Now, t ha t e 

March 31 , 

i s occasio ns 
it tee t o give i t 

g r ed and Hapoel Hami z­
n pendent of the 

and you have as sumed t h e chai r mans ·u 
renew our request for rep resent at ion. 
be granted so that in -~~- 'al day 
have uni ted Zionist 

ttee has been reorganized 
t he Emergency Counci 1, we 
hope that ou r reque st will 

Israel and Zion we may 

We are sure y ll 

r ac:i1i in .J<.; re t z I sr e 
as th e only re l i gi u 
ganiza tion, whi ch m i 

ith th e r ole of Hapoel Hamiz-
ist movement. Hapoel Hamizrachi, 
ovement is an indep endent or­
instituti ons and activities 

subject t o t he contr e po l itica l party in Zionism, save 
t h e Zioni3l,.o-,w,w~ s cted organs. 'No othe r gr oup or 

i 1erefore, is entitled to r epresent us or t a l k in our 
Eretz Israe l , Hapoel Hamizrachi is represented by delegates 

own choosin every Zi onfst and Comrrnm al body. 

Hami of America has branch es in most of t he l a r ge 
Jew· · · oughout t he country. It has been actively 
par y Zionist endeavor since its _inception in this 
coun -~~~ rs ago. It has a fi ne youth organization a.nd 
puo1· ,.. .... ~~n monthly , t h e Jewish Horizon. It is recognized by , 
and represented in, the .American Jevn sh Congres s , the Wo rld Jewish 
Congress , it has participated in t he American Jewish Confer ence and 
is represented in its Interim Committee. We consider it most im­
porta.~t tha t Hapoel Hamizrachi of .America be a full-fledged membe r 
of t he Emergency Council during t his crucial period for Zionism so 
tha t it should be fully i nfonned of , and t hus be enabled to parti­
c ipate in, t he poli tical decis i ons and activities of t he Zionist 
movement. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

;42 M i!.nlSON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

H.APOi HAM I2RACHI OF AM"ERI CA 

The p re sent situa t ion calls f or t he active cooperat o 
a ll Zionists and t he exi stence of' an enl ightened rank-an -
~i oni st membersh i p . Hapoe 1 Hami zrachi, howe ve r, 
t o give direct i ves for po l i tica l acti on in c o"Jfr"""''lffl:'~-w~~ 
p ol icies of t he Emergency Counc i l s ince becarrn-e-~-4~-e..x.cl 
from t he Emer gency Council it ge ts its informa tion , if 
from secondary sources and often in dist e~ a shiono We are 
t he re f ore, obliged to c onduct whateve r a 1 0 s ms adv i sable t o 
us wi thou t r egard to the actions and ~o i cies f t he Eme r gency 
Council . 

We wish to r epeat: Eapo e 
upon a specif ic i deology and app a 
problems , and it therefore r eque st ~ t 
voting r igh ts, on the Ame r i can Zioni 
wi se , the Council has 
nam9 of a l l Zionist 

We trust your 
t h i s matter your i 

'\'/ith Zion' s 

ed 
4/4/44 

a movement based 
wish and Zionist 

sented , with 
y Council. Ot e r­

sp eaks in the 

you wi 11 give 

Sincerely yours, 

HAP O..t<_;L HA.1v! I iHACHI OF AME I C.A 

Dr. Simon Federbusch , Pres. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 M.A0ISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. . ,. 

Dr• Simon J'ederbusch, presid.ent 
Hapoel Hamizrachi of .America 
1133 :Sroadwey-
llew York 10, JJew York 

Dear Dr. Fede rbusch: 

Your letter of March 31st, 
has been received and it 1'1111 be r 
Comriittee at its next meeting 
therain mey be taken up. 

HLS:Hl!I 

ed 
4/4 

jpril 4, 1944. 

to Dr. Silver, 
e Executive 

ers cont81ned 

Shapiro 

... 



The ana.l7sla 1n your letter ot March 28th ot the dlfterencea 

bet .een. the 1922 Palest1De esolution and the Wa.gner-'ratt Reaol-o.­

tlon 18 intere ting. But on a e&re!ul reading I ntlll suggest 

that thos d1tfe encee are more auper1'1cial than real• 

The 192 Resolution repeated praotiee.117 unchanged the word­

ing of th Balt'ou.r Declaration ln which the British GovernJ1ent 

eta ted ttbat l t viewed with favor the esta.bU8hment ot a :National 

loae tor the lewiah people ••• 1 t being clearl.7 understood that not)l.,. 

ing ~hall be 4oae which~ rejv.dlce '11• c1TS.l and rellgioua rights 

or exlating non,,.Jew11h CIOlllfflUlit1es in alestine ••• " 

ioth r. loyd George, ( see PaleUine Royal Commission Report 

1937, pag 24) who was the Brltieh P rime Minister at the Ume, and 

resident Uson indicated that what wa9 • t b:r thte Declare.ti.on 

watt that the Jna were to be g lTeA the opportunlv to build tn Pal­

estine J tah OoJ1m011ceaJ.th. President Wilson :p11t lt as tolleft 

'Wha he sta ted on March 3, 1919, •that the All ied Na.ts.one, with the 

fullest concurrence of our own Oo~er:nment and people are ~eed that 

la Pale the shall b laid the foundations of a Jewish Conomreal th.• 
' 

Aaong others who epoke or wrote 1n eimUar terms were General Slnuts, 

who ha been a ••ber or the Imperial al" Cabinet •hen t Declare,,. 

tlon was wbl1ehed, Lord Roben Cecil, Sir Herbert Samuel, ad Mr. 

1n■ ton Churchill. 

!he agne:r-fatt Beaolut1on 1eeke ~ make npltci t what wn tha.1 

inteacted. lt 4oee mt pl'Opo■• aoaething n•, ba.t lt does seek to 

giTe e.xp:r a ion to the l11lderl1'1zag purposes of the Balfov Deolaration. 



,. 
, 

, 

The e _ le.n tion ot w~ th.er "as no speo1tlc re-terf!'llce to Ula 

Jewbb ComoPealth 1n the !alfft-1' Declaration •a.a indicated by 

the Pale :tue Bo7al Go•h ion whc 1t eta.tad that the Brltleh 

Government eou14 not promise \hat the lfa.Uona.1 Boae •ou.ld. beoolle 

a Jni tate tor t~t would depend mdnUr on th seal and •tei-
' 

rla of the J~• thtmselve,. ht t hat the7 thould be give \be 

op rtunit7 to <to 10 wae clea.rl7 utendect. It 1• hardl7 op• to 

iUeation that the, ,.,, han tttltilled \heir elde ot the \ergah, 

'bat the wUMnwal on the part ot the BrU1•h· Goveftllllet 1"epre­
\he 

,ented. 'b7 the P le tine ru ,~ p_,er, h&e .ae aec"3&r7/ r._ttlf'llal!' 

Uon in mor explic~t term■ ot the origlu.l und.ertakhg - and that, 

l .. .._ ... ...,. .. , .... , 1• Yha.t the &gne-r-'latt Reeolution 1eelcB to d~. 

Yo e, whet~r tr ar gohg to force the lewe upon unwf.llbg 

rab • rt inly lt • • nenr propc eel that the ent27 of l•• into 

Paletittae an the ctnelopaent ot the lat1onal Some llhou1d be ud.e 
, 

B t.. 
de-penctent on i-ab consent. /'fb.e Arabs la PaleeUne have benefi tect, 

and wil continue to benefit gnatl.7, at a result of the latlo.nl 

lloae romse. h.tr •ct.·11 ud rellt;ioua rtgb.t■" ••• been and will 

dlld. But. theee rlght1- do .not include the right to remain 

a pmna.n nt maJorit,-. P•l"bap• the, Nmlt ie not ldee.l. ht Oil bal-

ce t Arabs • a people ommot comol in that \hey have bee tl'eated 

unJuat • were •fibat>• Ule greated 'benetic1ar1ee ot the la -t 

wa.r. ccu ute of 'fa•t tenUorie, thq etend that ur aa tlie 

long.op r as 111bJeota of ttae hl"klah _,ire. A• a result prial1.17 

of the ef'torts of ~ 

were treed, @cl todq \he7 enJ07, or are about to enJ07, 1acl1pencten\ 

l'\lle raat-Jordan., Syria, the Lebe.noza., lnq, and Saudi-Arabia. Ia 



aa etton to aaelloJ'8.te \he 

notch& ol Palestine, 1RDeaol"tall.7 ae oc1a ted ·with the lewitth people, 

was to• b ope.n d to J•1•b 1-ign.tion and to becoae ~in the le11-

ieh boMl@d• The special por.ltlon 0-t Palestine 111 thta oomieot1on 

waa t111derat ood. aad accepted b,- tbe principal Arab represents.UN a.t 

the P~ Coaference, tbe Emir i'elaal. Ob'rtoust,- to gtve the Jffe 

the ~t to lllmlgra\e into Pal ,tine might involve an element of 

oo~•lo• so tar as th. e:dstlng popula.tloa la ooncened, ad the 

uee ol the word " shall" 111 the Wa&n9:r-Tatt lleaolutlen d.oea not ln-

trod\lce new eleatet ln this l'&Bf)tc\ • Hor wae theN P1 t:tuotion 

ot t r1«b,t beiAg lbd.ted to Jewi,iah ttr•ta.ce••tt . 

I Wilk that there ta more •betaace in 70UJ" NM1n1ra3 -potni 

that thtl 'BOler-faft leeol~tlon ~e• somewhat tu:rtbe:r \ban '1'le 1922 

· esol'l\ioll •hen. 1t u.eea the phra.ee II lball use 1 te good: offlcea and 

take ~l"O'!):rlattt mea811Ji91" • tnetead of •taYOre~. At the ea.me ti•• 
the l r.r e olu"ion •a• clearl.7 intended as an expression ot Amen­

can into which . roY1d. d a k■ls tor govermaent pol101'• 1t ie to 

be doubted if aqthlng ao.re is intendtd bT the 1944 ResoJ.u.tlon. 'lhl• 

is bone out ln the dl8CU.Hlon b the Bouse Coaittee on W• lat. 

when. the author ot the Resolution e~re eed hie red.huts■ to omit the 

words r&apn ropriat mea.w.reaa., le•t 1t be thought Uat ._thing mo:1'6 

be int nde4 than. the ltak'tng of il loaatlc repl'8af.llltat1oat ill ,11e 

oi-dlaal7 cotu·s• 1Jl regard. to an 1.Hv.e •l th which W• couatl'7 1, legi• 

tlllatel.7 co~erntld. 

· 4/00/44 



_,,.. 

I 

S.10 lell I Torit 01117 1'1a 
uhin~on 

Ca.1-ro, ( ) - ' ~• tear J wiah tmperlnllam." 

Thi• fiat, tl"ank atateltent wae aade to •• 'b7 f•fUc aaha A'bou 

od. • Prill l ter ot franaJordan, iiitca.nin the tflnnion exiat-

tena of the 

rl tieh 1t ;p er on March 31, 1944. 

'l•wt.1 P Iha le a dap ier 11\tl• men, cuatom-tatlored .hOIII 1h11 

taeele of hi• d.3J'k red "tanoo-11 to- the pot.Dt• of h1a n t 'browa 

d~ d wrht• are ,lend.er, his race t1ne-ch1ieled.• 

blan arletocrat. 

1A '\he aunsbine-tloodea 

1 , he la trald of the Jews. 

ot the ·.., 1r1 of the United I tlon.1. Re is a 4.-roted t ot llr. 

Roo1rrelt, the Atlant1o Chaz-ter •••• Jlllt &.a he waa, he NIMntca 

with hit 1 · all•• ot Kr. Wilson end hi• tw.neen olate •••• 

"But, h w•t on. •we Arab mat aak:a O'UJ' 'ti9"p01nt clear bou\ 

the l 1th que tion. l aa T•'t'7 nch afraid that \he plople of Americ 

are lncliA w uee mo h•n than h-.d ta thS.1 aatt•r• ht l WJllt 

1 t wa.• a te Uaonial to thetr alAom ~ 1th n · d to the ladepend-

1 tlon, tba.t the recct 2'0te ta ol the led.er 0-f the. 

.. 



Pale tlce et1on were heeded. 

"Jou .-e .• ,hfJ Jew1eh qu.eat1on la not wha it •--• to be. 

Ple •• v.n4ff taad ae •ban i .sq that •• AJ'ab1 ao not h&,e the lewa. 

lt woul b absurd to .u:,· that we were •ta.•Seld t1o. • are nr­

••l••• •lt••• 'l'he dltt•rerioe 'b he nu 1• that we haft ltullt up 

our c:ultu.l'e aloa& • _,rtatn line. and the J•• 01l another. 

J•• male• h1eto2"1oal ciabta. '° 11atlonal ~ ·SA J'a.lestlA • 

-d &1.7, after a tbQuaand 1 t's and more. the7 41aoo••1 the need to, 

Aatio.nal home! • J'ab •,rapathize with that in tbttr bov or tor.,. 

e t 

4ecent p 

~ ecu.t1on, a.ad are aa ,rilU,ng \o help the •• • otheJt 

e. ht, ft.- a.11. theb' ol.a1a that Pal• tlne, Olia- paJ. ... 

esttne, 1• their national hoae, 1• rlct1CN.lw• at would 1>• the ola lm 

of ed tnA1aile t.o 1h 1-n4• ot th• United State, • . tt 

f/ilf a paua-1 tot' A Wbil ,o let. We slu Uh Be the ... , 

on, •llin Vff'I 
4 
ollt.i,. &Dd --4• '\ht otnts "Bow .ould Y0\1 ll.a ,., 

U' 100,000,000 lfllle ••n ndclel.7 let loo•• U the United &te.te•• Pi-o­

orl1oaa.t• l7 tt would ~ the eaae a • wllat w are •1;peoted. io u\ v,p 

wl\h - or t l t 1.01ae •ec:tlon1 of the l ewlth l oal•t 110•ement would 

liu lo eee •hU•4 on ua. U'us>eatrto.ted 1ml · ,Uon •••• • 

... 1 lalo• tor a, tact, tt he • ted. tlatly, • that the Jew1 nuld: 110\ 

be , a tttf1 • 1th mtt Pal sttne. That m&ltes another good r IOll to• 

us not dt$1rln thea. fbe~ b~e alreaq tna.4• attap\a to Wll trate 

into rq oountJT, fran1Jordan. ln the LebllDOD and S,ria. too, tli-, 

have mat• alm111U' ettoi-tt. rort-una.tel.1', th.,- ha'V• been dlecovend. ID 

time. 

I\ 1a not • que,t.1011 ot U.ldng or 41 lildn,g, ajmpatb121J)g o~ not 



,. 
,,. 

11111,P tllldnc •1~ ,he J•• in their tiae ot .uffermg. lt l• • q11•eUcm 

of •..-tac U.t our people, tlMt Ara.\ p.ople, ud our •lture, 4oea not 

erl-." 

fewtlk aeha ha.a dffOted the beat part ot hie 49 re • to a elng 

\he :b cul tv• 4o•• not pei-S.ah. lorn lato tu di•tb&u1ahe4 1- ee-

ttaip 1•117 of El• ·ea -1.•l'arovld, ~ •a• ed.uoated la ta-.'bQl. he 

the laat war bnlce ou.t, he wae tud7t.Ag law. A reaene ottloer, he 

'b.aaae a br-1 t et r 1a the ro-A.11194 mo•••t headed '.b7 lr fel-1. 

After the w , on the ftraatlo11 ot th etate Qt !h-,meJordsa, he wa1 

14•1 ted to at•1•' ln the ••tt1a ,ap of the le lslatln machlJu,. In. 

193& he ••• eent b7 bl• chlet, the Yenerable 1~ Abdtlllab, to the BedJ • 

to eonclwte a tre t7 ot fJ'1mdthlp illld .i11ano .. 

T•tllt Paaha fonae4 hit tlrat goTemaeat uad•l" Abdullah ill 1938. 

In 1939 he •ent to Loac!.OD to repr•en\ bi• co'2Dtl7' al \he Bound !ab'l• 

COllterenoe. I• n.ooN4ec1 la ob,dnlag tor ran•JordaQ aoYeritp • . w.e, 
and a\ the--• '111 ebowe4 reaaritabl tlrane• on Jhe 1al• tin• quN­

,ton «a ••ll• Be aontcds t.at the l•n• ot fale tine 1• oa, 1rbioh at-

tecta the " le 1> world.• In th1 b.e l• •t oae wt\h •v&1!'1 oth r 

lea4•i- wbo bu eYer 11t\ered hb Tl • on. the J».u,-A,ra\ ao•••t aa4 lhtt 

tutur• of ill• 1-.r Ea•t• 

-~ a11t.akea haN 'bee mad•," b • 1d, "bu\ at\er all that le 

DO 1'9UOD 8¥ •• Arab• abould. ~t•r aore th.ea aD70De •l••· l aa .,, • .,,,, 

1a4 '° ••• ■l&n• that tu 'OD.1te4 siat .. l• ,WAND\]¥ eoinC to t-ak• • 

ctlTe art 1n world aff air atter th• war, a, betl,e h•l' . eltlon 1D 

~ wor14 eool•V of u.tt.on.. i a ye17 g1&4 of ,hle oat• I belleYa 

that thla tift .Aaert,a trlll ■ee to lt that 1M rich\• of tllall · t1oDs 



•111 M 11])hl ...... , l tblu that it the Arab oeltioa W'~h ktteJ' 

ap rectat d. 1n .-.r1oa, U •oul. help great~. 

11!11• l•••• • ht 0011clu4ed, 11 tbe Zionl1t I•• h Ytt qt 0®.114•1"­

l)le U.e , Md IIOAq on ~ ~eir oa•.. It l• tb.• &1.'7 ol th4l Arab• 

to reeeDt tbelr sld• ot the 1ottare betoJ-e it if too lat .. 11 

Jv.et •• I • - l•~• the AN.blan anatocrat tllddeol.7 had a 

•t•ll ae, 7cu11g J•• • he ,au., "ha•• J'OU read th• B.lblef • 

l 00Dtdee4 to •• \etq nr,, .i.1 tato111 4 h Blbllcal ntten. 

•»el\ba u I," he M14• It la not, ot ooun•, rtt Book, tho~, 

n turall.7, l ha,- read it. Ju\ ·1 •a• once tolct b7 aa ~nt •tutt•I 

of the BS.bl that altboudl 1D one 1'& -ace tt ts 1Utl1ed lo tla• I•• 
that the7 •hall retlta to thl• noJ.t,,.tlbCN.t■tc! •trip ot tJle J'oJ'd$1l 

-Vall·tO', J.a aaotbel' :p&ltiage thtf' aN told that thq will ,pend the.-~."' 

•t •111 t17 &lld f .lad out, str'. l • td.. And •• bowed. •e17 loiw 

to each otur. 

8Maa aaaalc, ·• he 14-ld• "Go b the 1atet7 o.t ah.• 
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ij N TES O c · CE WI TH GENE L HURLEY 

1.sh i ngton, D. C. 
April 4 , 1944 

I spent an hour and ah lf tod y ith Ma jor General patrick J. 

urley, resident's a ecial envoy nd ministe r ithout ortfolio to t he 

er East, India, Russia, nd other i nts . 

I called u on General Hurle bee u e of r ecent ides read publicity 

to t he effect th t h e a t e pe rhead of rab o position t o the Je ish 

National Home in ale tine. t t he outset, Gener 1 Hurley recalled that 

he h d met me before d that years ago he had S )Oken in my pulpit in 

Cleveland . I reca lled t his too. 

I found Gener al Hurley at fir t inclined to be some hat argument ative 

about Je ish rights in Pales tine and confused s to t h e leg s tatu of the 

Je i h a tional Hom eland . It a s quite ap arent that in his ever 1 tri 

t o the Near East a n emissary for t he resident, he bad been so glutted 

ith nti-Zioni t ropagan a that he a inclined to ccept most of it 

t it f ace value. His apparent anti-Zionist tti tude B i flamed al so 

by the b rr {se of tt cks fro Je i h sources to hi cb he bas been ub-

j ec t ed since Dre Pear on1 s ecent bro do t nd very intern erate eech 

in t he ouse by Qon reasman Emanuel Celler of Ne York. (I expl ined to 

Gener a l Hurle th t r. Celler in no 

Zioni t ori:zanizations of America.) 

y ~oke for, or re resented the 

I t eemed, from hat 1 gath red, that Gener 1 url ey as ent t t he 

Near Eas t a a conf i dential re re entative to ascertain on the ground the 
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eff ect of t he La e-L d L nd t he u e t o hich L s e-Lend m t eriel 

s being put by th e British . He 1 o a direo ed t o iscuss Le s e-L nd 

with Ki ng Ibn Sa ud i n S udi r bi a . 

General Hurley t old me t hat he never mentione d Pal estine o r the 

Je i eh Nat i onal Ho meland t o King Ibn Saud unti l t he King , h i ~ f, br ough t 

up t h e matt er. Af t er a di cus i on of t he business in hand he sa i d,Ibn 

Saud a i d that he had ritt en 1 t ter t o Presi dent Roo s ev lt , out li ning 

hi e vi ews about Palestine. He al a h d recently given an intervi ew to 

"Li f e " m · gazin e in which h e had outlined bis vie s. 

"Ibn Sau d to d me , " Hurley a id, "tha t h e i not anti- emitio. 

"I have no an t i-J e sh f e ling h t o ev er " he id. "The Je s and 

the Ar abe a re join t d esoen nant e of braha.m. I am oppo s ed to a J e i h 

t a e and J e i sh minority contro l l i ng an r b majority." 

Gener 1 Hurl ey l so to ld me that h e h no t iscussed t h e 

p ropos ed oi 1 i e ine i t h Ibn sau . Thi s as very reveali g t o me 

in th t hi s name b s been s f r equently men tioned i t i e n e~ sp ers and 

other is e a s t he gui ding spirit 1 t he relimi nary nego ti tions hich 

have tak en place for t he reposed tappi ng of t h e la r ~e oil resource s of 

Saudi r abia by American int re t s , and i i ng of tha t o il to some port 

on t he *editerran ean. 

Gen ral Hurley s id that, a ma tter of f act, he personal y is 

oppos ed t o t he p i p e line. He do not think th ti t 1 good t hing for 

t h e U it ed St t e gov fnmen t t o fi n ne e , i cont l a ted i n t he 

r e ent di cu s ions in gov ernment circ l es . He dded , fo r my oonfident i 1 

i nfo rmation , th t the Pre ident h d of f ered him the pre idenoy of the 



contemplated United t t es governmen t al a~enoy which uld administ er 

the pie l i ne but th t he had r f used t he ug e t ed signment. He also 

reminded me t hat the ori ginal n egotiations for development of Saudi 

rabia oil resources by America money occurred back in 1933. ( i a s 

a t the tie hen General Hurley, Sec r et ry of ·ar under former President 

H rber t Hoover as r etiring from ol it i oa 1 office.) 

Gener 1 Hurley t ld me th t the U. s. ini ter, lexander Kirk, in 

cairo , had assigned a Mr. Olijer t o proceed t o Saudi r bia to conduct 

the nego ti a t ions for the pipe line 1th King Ibn Saud. 

Gener al Hurley declared th at he spen t much tie i Palestine, Syria, 

Iran nd else her e i n t he Near Ea t, and that wherever he ·ent he r an into 

very vehement anti-Semitic and nti-Zionist ropag nd from British Civil 

ervants and other Britishers. Thi propa anda s of most poisonous 

n ature and s intended no t only to belittle ev rything th t the Jews are 

doin~ in Palestine, but to create a vigorou s opposition on the part of the 

r bs, Bri ti h Ooloni ls, meric n , d 11 others ooncerned, gaine t 

fulfillment of t he Je sh p irations in reg rd to the Je~ieh Nation 1 Home 

Sir Ronald Storrs, h , s b en a s iduousl y s reading a p ropaganda among 

t he rabs to the effect, 

That, the British are op osed to t he c reation f a J e i sh St ate ; 

That while r. Churchill h s pro f essed himself to be a Zio ist, 

British olicy ctu lly is crea ted byte Ooloni 1 Office and t h e 

vete r ns of t he Col oni al Service; 

That , Pre ident Roo s evelt is surrounded by J ewish adviso rs and 
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powerful Je ish int er e te and t hat the se advi o r s and i ntere'Sts ha ve 

per uaded him to advocate t he J e i sh N tional Home. 

Tha t, the Briti h Empi r e i s a t a and is in ~rea t need of a s i tance 

from t he United Sta e and thus it must a cquiesce to r. Roo s evelt's 1 bee; 

That, t he Brit i h Coloni 1 n t the r b t o k o that if t he Home-

land com es t o pass it wi l l no t be t he Brit i h o r e respons i ble, but, to 

t h e contra r y , it will be r. Roo evelt' e r esponsibil ity b ecause he is 

f o rc ing acceptance of t h e Zi onist viewpoint. 

Mr. Hurley s id tha t •e as outraged by ti s vicious propaganda 

and t h at h e i mmedi t ely tran smit ted t o t he Pre i dent i f i nding s. 

He advised th e President i rit ing, and subsequently verbally 

tha t h i le he himsel f ha d no po itive vie s on the Nationa l Homeland an d, 

thus had no reoo mm en ti ons to offer, he ould ant to offer u gg;estion s 

hi ob "ere l ong t h se line "Fir t, if you ar c ommitted as am tt er of 

oli oy to th J e i s Nat ional Hom 1 n d, th en I h Rve no criticism h at o ever. 

But, if you ar e not ho lly commit ted nd your vie~s i n t h i s matter para l l el 

those of t he Bri ti h government, then the Briti sh shou d b e made to ace ept 

t h t r e spon sibility j o i ntly 1th u, and ce , s e t heir vicious an ti-Amer ican 

p rop~ nda . 11 

Gener Hurl ey s ai d t hat hi s v i ews v. ere l ater communica t ed by t he 

Pr e i d ent o Mr . Churchill. 

I n outlining t he Briti h ropaganda , he s a i d it embr ced a r gument s 

t hat becAuse of t he communal f r ms , an event u l le t in1 an t t e ould 

be a oommuni t s t ate ; th t becau e t h e J e i eh eopl e fo l lo ed a different 

religion from t heir Csri sti a.n a nd Mo lem nei ghbor s , it u Jd b e a J evvish 
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state; that because the Jews had been engaaed in mercantile pursuits, 

it would be a mercenary stat e. Als the argument as used by the British, 

first, that the Jes ere anti- democratic, and second, that t i was a 

bid for world power by the Jews. These rguments all were circulated by 

British Colonial Servants whom de no bones whatsoever of their anti-

Je 1eh attitude and that they are now more determined than they h ve 

ever been, the Palestine an<late not 1th tanding, to efeat the in t ent 

of the Bal four Deel aration and the subse uent pr nouncement s on the 

subject . 

Kr. Hurley also told me that even more viciously anti-Zionist 

than the British are the th r ee merican missionary colleges in the 

ear East . 

Mr. Hurlef described to me •1th app r eciation his observations in 

alesti ne. He visited sev eral communal farms and had the opportunity 

to study at first band h t has been accom lished in Pal stine by Jev: ish 

energy and intelli gence. He spoke very highly of Dr . Magnes, r. Ben 

Gurion and Mr . Moishe Shertok . He re rded t h em all as "fine fellows", 
,_ 

and admired their devotion to Palestine. He as most critical, however , 

of r. Joseph whom he described a s a 11 poUae court lawyer" in the tone 

and methods he employed while in conference 1th him (Hurley) 

During the conversation, Mr. Hurley aid that he too h s been 

~iving con ider tion to a solution of the Je ish qu stion a it a.p 11 s 

to the Near East. It his t hought, he i d , t h ta 1 rger t a te, 

composed of Syria, Palestine and Tr ns-Jordani a , to hich Je ish 
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immigration would be freely dmi tted, i: ould olve t he 'roblem i n that 

the limited areas cf Pale tine then ·ould not be t xed beyond its 

absorptive capacity , and a t the ame time, Jews would have the oppor­

tunity of set .... g in larger areas . Obviously, such a solution would 

not conform to Jewi sh as irat ions for the Ho eland . 

I found General urley adly unac quainted 1th the legal a pect s 

of the Je ish right to Pal estine. He had been comp let . ly aturated w1 t h 

t he anti -Palestini an arguments of our enemie . I left 1th him t he 

booklet pr epared by t h e House Foreign ffairs Committee and also a copy 

of my speech at the American Pal estine Committee dinn er. He promised 

me that he ou d tudy these documents, a well as other material which 

he a ke d me to send him from time t o time, 1th an open ind, in order 

that he could fully ac quaint himself 1th our viewpoint . I feel that 

as a result of our conference, herein Hurley aid that h e as hearing 

from me , for the fir t time, our s i de of t he story, tha t ·e have conv erted 

a potential enemy into , at least , an open minded observer. 

I as accompanied by Mr. Leo R. aok, friend of General Hurle 1 s 

fo r the past t enty-five ye rs, who r r anged the conference. 



SuPPL 

Conference w1 th Gener 1 Hurley. 

ashington , D. C. 
pril 4, 19 

It as quite obvious during General Hurley's oonver ation that he 

has become disgus ted 1th British operations in the Nea r East, and I feel 

hopeful that bee use of t his disgust he is somewh at incli ned to discount 

Bri ti h propaganda against PaleBtine. 

General Hurley, for example, as most critical of the British in 

reference t o Lease-Lend goods, pai d for by American taxpayers and shipped 

in merican bottoms , to the Near Est to further t he war effort. Ins tead 

of being used for t he purpo se intended, these goods are being resold by 

t he British at from four tot enty times t heir normal value, the British 

po cketing the profits. 

General Hurley bas reported t hi s situation t o the Pres ident who also, 

he said, is outr ed. There ere other phase s of .British policy which have 

offended Gener al Hurley's Americanism , as ell as his Irish ancestry whi ch 

has long been anta's()nis tio to Britain. 

Gen eral Hurley' s feel in~s a r e such that as a resul t of conversations 

wh ich he bas h d with Lord Balifa.x, Hi s Ma jesty's Ambassador in ashin t on, 

and r. Richard Oasey , the represent ative of t he Churchill vernment in 

t h e i ear ,, s t, the plan to have him return t o th Near Eas t i s being op­

posed by i nfluential Britishers. Wher eas , General HUTley- tol d Mr. Sack 

las t we ek th t b e planning to return to the Near a t sho tly -

me ing dur i n g the week of Apri 1 3rd - he today indicat ed that h e may be 

sent on anot her a ignment and som eone else a igned t o t he Near East. 



This i s because of the manifestly unenthusiastic British sentiments 

whi ch he has reflected recently. I think e may regard t his as a 

hopeful sign for our cause. 



---

Mr. Ludwig Lewisohn 
Hotel F.astgate 
Onturio Street Ee.et of Michigan venue 
Chicago, Ill. 

tly dear .P'rienda 

A?ril 5, 1944 

Thank you for J our ~ind let.-.er of »~h 30. I 
returned t."1is morning from a ten day stay in t.l-ie Ea.st. Hence 
the delay in replying to your letter. 

Our &i.crgency Council had ab all day m_etin~ last onday 
and drew up certain _;ropoaals &nd proj acted certain lines ~ 
action. I aw asking br. Shapiro t.o aend the minutes ot the 
meeting on to YO"'ll. In the meantime, I am enclos_ng the most 
recent •confidential Bulletin•• which the F.mer ·ency CoWlcil 
sent out, as ~ ell as one which wa~ sent out on Mll.rch 24. They 
will give you a ge::ieral idea or the line · ch we shall follow 
:from here on. 

I should like the opportunity to sit doe with you.,. 
before long, and t.lk over the situation with .,-oumore thoroughly 
and in greater detail thun c~n be done t.roug"h correspotdenca. \ 
hat is iJllportant. is "not to paint th~ sitlmticn in sombre \ 

colons." That is quite unnecessary. Zionists re not suffering 
froa an excess of optimiam at the moment. .hat. is important 
is to maintain a fighting morale. The decisive battle has 
cei ther been !ought nor lost. The Wr.ite Paper has not been 
officially abrogated. l evertheless no one in any res~onsible 
position> here or abroad, believes that it is the la!.t word on 
the status or the Jewish N tional Home. The British ere able 
to exploit the fact th~t the doors of PQlestine actually still 
remain open for thousands or Jewish ref ees to Justify their 
retuas.l to make a formal declaration at this time. l"urttcn:ore, 
intimations were plentitully given from tho highest sources 
that when the available certificates are exhausted the 
authorities would not stick to the strict letter of tie law. 
De f .cto, the doors of Palestine are still open. 1e must .rork 
feverishly and in cooperation with the ar Refugee Boord 
and other refugee genciea to see thut as cany Jews as can 
possibly be evacuated from Europe sh~ll immediately be trarus-
portad to Palestine. 
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OUr deJIIWlda •111 be irre1iatible when the available cerUticatea 
are used up. We shall continue to pres• for the abrogation ot the 

. White Paper on the buia of its illegality, 1ta inhumanii7, etc. And 
ot couraa, our maJor Job ia to~,epaa tor the major "'ioniat obJect.ift 
againat which th• White Paper .g'~dir•ctW • .IA the first place - the 
eatabliahaent or a tr .. and deaooratict;"cfaiilbnw•ltb. Thie 11 our 
solution tor the Jewish probl•• Thia u 0QJt solution for the Pl'Oblea 
or the political. re-organisation ot the Bear Eaat. Thia ia 0111' 
cantr1bllt1on ill 9&1't to the rapidly developing American interest.a in 
that part of the world. 

Aa tar aa Z101lia oa the Amerlcan scene ia aonoenied, the 
remarkable popular response or the .-erioan people, eTOk.ed by the 
introduction ot the .PalHUne ruolut1ona ill Congreaa indiaatea that 
the Aaerican people ii d"ply eyapathetic to our cause and that there 
is a growing \W\erst."'11ding in '4ll sections ot our populat1• ot ou 
aills . Th.a readiness or C0D&ress to vot. .:.or the naolutiou, 1t not 
inhibited by- the milit&r¥ - a vote 11hich would haft been overwhellling -
is another 1n~iaa.t1on of the w1111ngnes1 or the repreaentatiTU ot 
our country to be helptul and oooperatiw. The aubJaot ot Palsatine 
baa hen lilted onto a hi.ih ;>lane of political importance and s1gnit1oanae 
in the t.hinking of the .&aerioo people. Am it will stay there. It 
will not be possible to ignore or slll'r.,t.1t1ou t.o oacrifice the 
interests or the Jewish llati:ol)al Home in present and future international 
discussions and arrUie;r.enta. An attempt wu mat!e to iapoae a blanket 
of' lileee on the subj eet dt .Paleat1ne,, and wder cover ot +,hat 
secrecy and silence, to oonel,o:la political arrangement.a invol'l'ing 
the Jewiah National floae wbieh would have con!rontad ua at the proper 
time with a fait accom.;,li, und le.f't 1.15 com;,letely betrayed. The 
great pro-Palestine agitation hich baa taken place in thla country 
(and which will oontin.a) has succeeded in frustrating ~~ eu.oh 
conspiracy. 

The Palestine re8olutions in C~--resa h&va not bee deteatecl 
or tabled. In the House .Foreign Attain C ittse, aotion on the 
resolution ha■ been deterred tor the tiDle being. In the Senate 
l'oreign Rel.44tions Co ttee, no action ·.thutev:e:r baa taken pla.oe. 
The reaolutioaa are still ~ing. 

It is cono.eiY&ble that the military author1tiea who registered 
their obJeotiona are not very happy about being brought into the 
Jdcture, and th;.1.t perbapa at the iirat favorable turn in. the military 
situation whioh may come before the Summar or Autwmt, they may wiah 
to seize the ocawaioa to withdraw their objections. Int.hat cue the 
resolutions will be voted on in Congrua, Cl.lld thGre is no dabt how 
the vote will go. It ia like~, too, that the nearer we approaoh 
the elections 1n November, the greater pressure th_ re will be within 
Congress itael.t tor thtt right ot Co resamen 4Uld Senaton to expren 
theuelvas on thi■ basic iaaue ill which ■illiona o£ American citizena 
are interested. There is no grollftd, therefore, tor pessimism 1n 
relation to these resolutiona . 
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The declaration of the President, made on March 9, is highly 
important. I am afraid that it hs.s been under-played 1n the Hew 
Palestine tor reaaons which I cannot understand. I think the otateaent 
which apve red this week in the Reconstructionist on the subject is 
a sounder reaction to the President's s atement. I am enclosine 
the editorial herewith. There may be stronger statements forthcoming 
from the hef.:ld of our government, but the iarch 9 statement re resent1 
the best thing which we have had from our government oince 19~9. 
e should make the fullest use of it Wld read into it all that can 

properly and legitimately be read into it. Our good friend, Ibn Saud, 
regarded it as a stab in the back, and was furious about it. The 
degree ot h1a fury should be the ~eaaure or our satisfaction. • 
must sympathetically encourage our President to carry out the fill 
meaning and intent of this declaration. Let us not whittlo down the 
President•s statement in the same way as the Engli3h have whittled 
down tho _,onning of the Balf O\ll' Declo.ration. 

Am icEm interests in the Neu.r E-ast are rapidly ex_.,anding. A 
new political orier.t~tion is bound to follow. Our government may 
find itself, or necessity, in a position to take a much ~ore positive 
stand in rel.P~tion to the Je ,ish l?ational Home than heretoforf.. It is 
important to see that our gc>varnll -nt does r:.ot c.do t e.c anti-Zionist 
attitude "on its own", uidod an al>ctted bl the exe.mplc of the 
British Colonial. Office\" '.rhera have been fwarica.n forces wol".ld.ng 
in this coW1tcy representin Americo.n im_;)Elrial interests (a.hd one 
might say also ln,~~r~) to c nv1.:rt our ove:rr.men-· to JU3t such an 
anti-Zionist position. It will ~e our tuak to demon~trate that 
the legitimate interests or A.merioo in t?.e • ear .l!.B.St not only· 
coincide with, but 111 be clearly helped by a stron utd friendly 
outpost such as a Jewish National Home would reprasent in that part 
ot the world. 

fie should not presume u.t t°!le omcnt ... '1at t he oil ne otfo.tiona 
now µending are ipso facto dotrimental to our interests. As yet 
there is no evidence available that u.ny cor.:1aitment.s ~. tao ver unfavorable 
to us have been made. They may have been, b.it Mt h via nc lrno ,ledge ot 
them. 'e ~re probini for the £acts. For the ti~e being, we ought 
not to go all out in an oppositional attitude toward3 these oil 
negotb. tions in which the American War and Navy De_c>artman ts are 
,vi tally interested, and w.'lich the:i--· claim are eswenti l to the future 
sec'.lI'ity of our eo:.mtry. The f~ture Senute he~ings on the subject 
may reveal new facts which ma) determine our attitude. For the time 
being, 'tha only lo ical position for us t~ t.aks is th~t ~one or the 
legitimate rights of the Jewish Jeople in Palestine, our rights 
under the Declaration and the ?alandate, shall be aaariticed 1n the 
process of these negotiations. 

There is much more that I should 11.le to say to you, but I 
will look for~ard to an early meetin ith you. In the meantime 
I send you my be9t wishes for a happy Passover holiday. With all 
good wishes,! remain 

Most cordially yours, 

AHSaBK 
Enc. - 5 
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April 7, llJ44 

i.{ deur General Hurley& 

I ,us 1-1ost ha_. y to Ui.ve had t he chat ~ i th you the 
other .~ay in y ur office. It was ood or you to 00ive me so 
much of your time. I was reatly interested in t he impre·asions 
and t he reactions which you received in t he Near East, particularly 
1th re:f ~rence t o the ex.tensive. propaJanda which is carried on 

against t he Je ,ish National no ·e. They confirm suiilar impressions 
received by others ·,ho have rec·ently visited t ha t pi:.rt of' t he 
orld. 

I am grea tly distressed t.'1at you h~ ve heen mede unhappy 
by wh"t you know to be a groas misrepresentation of your position 
·1th reference to Palestine and. the Jewish eople generally. In 
these feverish days hen passions run high and t he wo~k of men -
in public life inust of necessity be wra?ped in cons iderable 
diplomatic secrecy, it is inevitable t l~t SOl:l.e eop1e who O inilllf 
their info tion from the public . ress should jump at conclusions 
which are ver-;1 often imperfect and sometimes altogether inaccurate 
conclusions. Such misconceptions, ho evt r, can be dissipQted. 

I as happy to learn th t to our best kno11ledge, no 
commitments h~ve been made in the course of recent oil negotiations 
hich involve t 1e Jewish 1fo.tional Home. This has been boti'1ering 

many of our ;,eople ,ho have been led to fear t h• t the Jewish 
National Home is, to use a colloquialism, being •sold down the river." 

The first part of our eonverShtion led ... e to believe that 
you have not had t be opportunit.r to familiarize yourself fully with 
some of the legal aspects or t h~ Palestine fiandate or of t he 
Convention on Palestine . hich v,.,.s signed by t he United St ates and 
Great Britain in 19~4. I hope that you will ha¥e the o t-~ortunity 
to go through t he dor,uments which I left •ith you. I am also 
tuld.ng the liberty of enclosing ~n excellent s t.ate1,1.ent on the 
claims of the Je js and Arabs ith r eference to Pale~tine hich 
as made by ur. Emanuel NeUIDa~n before the Foreign Affairs Committee 

at t he hearings on t he Palestine resolution recently introduced in 
Congress. 
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I shall be most happy to hear from you on any of the subjects 
which we talked about, if you desire any additional information. 
I shall also look ro ard with keen ple sure to the opportunity ot 
meetin8 with you again. 

AHScBlt 
Enc. 

1th all good ishes, I rem&in 

Most cordially youra, 

(Signed) Abba Hillel Silver 

\ 
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JERUSALElii APRIL 18, 1944 (Rec td April 26) 

NLT 
ARTI-i-UR LOURlE 
342 i.iADISON li!E1J YORK 

APPLIED 3/1 SCHEDULE Q,U.ARTER APRIL JUNE 6000 PllJS 500 YOUTH ALIYAH 500 OTHER 

CATEGORUS !AILLS IHGRATION co1va\'iISSICNER JERUSALEM TOOK VIEi7 liUST RESERVE BEi1i,A.INING 

CERTIFICATES WITHIN WHITEPAPER LillilTS TO COVER COlvliviITir.ENTS PREVIOUSLY IfiADE FOR 

PERSONS OCCUPIED COUNTRIES ALTHOUGH ,i\D!iITTEDLY THESE CONJECTURAL YlE CHALLEli!GED 

NECESSITY BESERVE THESE SOCALLED COMlHTMENTS STOP ENTIRE Q.UESTION INCLUDING 

SCHEDULE APPLICATION DISCUSSED BY WDSEE SHERTOK LONDON WITH COLSECBETARY 30/1 STOP 

LATTER ANNOUNCED UNPUBLISH.Al3LE DECISION DISBEGABD COiv!MITr,!ENTS Al!i0u1~TING 18000 :BUT 

AFTER DEDUCTION RESERVE 1000 FOR WIVES CHILDREN RESIDEli!TS PALESTINE ELIGIBlE 

EXCHANGE SCHEI:IE WILL DEVOTE "i!HOLE :BAL.AJ:JCE FUGITIVES ENEhiY COUNTRIES SAVE APPLICA­

TIOMS APPROV.A13LE INDIVIDUAL CASES OTHER COUNTRIES STOP SBERTOK ARGUED PRIORITY 

FUGITIVES UNQ,UESTI~NAJ3lll J3UT CliANCES ESCAPE UNCERTAIN liiEAN":.'HILE IN.ADMISSIBLE DELAY 

BEHAJ3ILITATION VIOTllf.S Sli.VED .A.ND OTHER JEWISH su:E'EERERS EVENTUALLY SECRET.ARY AGREED 

LIB~RAL INTERPBET,A.TIOilJ :RULING INDIVIDUAL APPLICATIONS ALSO AGREED KEEP i1iA.TTERS 

ELASTIC REVIEW POLICY LIGHT ACTUAL ESCAPE FROM NAZl Ltu'IDS STOP ~i'E CABLED LONDON 

REGARD THIS DECI.SION VIRTUAL CESSATION IUI:iIGRATION FROlJi NONNAZI COUNTRIES PIIE­

C.ARlOUS DEPEND ON LIBERAL INTERPBETATION NECESSARY OBTAIN URGENTLY C:SRTIFICATES 

FOR ALL BEFUGEZS ITALY SPA.IN ADEN TANGIER$ CASABLANCA TtJRKEY TOTALLING l!iINI~liUM 

6000 Q;UESTION IS .ABE AUTHORITIES PREP.A.BED GRANT T.dESE CZRTIFICATES WE KOT 

PREP.A.BED .APPLY FEW :HUNDRED CERTlFIOATES J3ASIS lNDIVIDU.A.L NAVi'.ES EITHER AUTHORITIES 

AGREE GIVE SCHEDULE OR NOT PLEASE C.I.it\RIFY STOP EXECUTIVE CONSIDERING ACTIJN 

ESSENTIAL vn:m THIS NEW SITUATION 

:BERN.ARD JOSEPH 
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/ . PRESS BELE.A.SE from 

American Jewish Trade Union Committee foJJ Palestine 
Room 2500 245 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York MtJ 3-1881 

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, .APRIL 24 

SIDNEY HILLMAN DEivl.ANDS WHITE PAPER REPEAL Ju"'m JEWISH COMEONWEALTH 

IN PALESTINE 

.. .. - - - - - -
AWJ.ALGAMATED CLOTHING WORKERS HE.AD SAYS PBESIDF.NT ;ROOSEVELT AND AMERICAN PEOPLE 

TAKE THE SA.ME POSITION 

New York -- ·sidney Hillman, president of the .Amalgamated Clothing Work¢rs of 

.America, today demanded the immediate opening of Palestine's doors to free Jewish 

immigration, and declared that 11 this is the position, not only of the President 

of the United States, but also of great sections of the .American people who feel 

the torturesvi·si ted upon a defenseless people. 11 

In a declaration supporting the aims of the newly-organized American Jewish 

Trade Union Committee for Palestine, Mr. Hillman denounced the British White Paper 

policy, which prohibits new Jewish immigration into Palestine, as 11 a travesty upon 

elementary justice and humanity," and urged that the remnants of the Jewish people 

be saved from complete destruction by II the immediate abrogation of the White Paper 

and the reconstitution of Palestine as a free and democratie Jewish Commonwealth. 11 

Asserting that this is the position of the Congress of Industrial Organi­

zations, representing more than 5 9 000,000 .American trade-unionists, Mr. Hillman 

pointed out that the C.I.O., in a resolution adopted unanimously at its national 

convention in Philadelphia last November, assailed the White Paper as 11 discriroina­

tory, unfair, unjust, and a hindrance to the ,yar effort. 11 

The text of Mr. Hillman 1s statement follows: 

11 Justice demands the immediate abrogation of the White Paper, which bars 

(more) 
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further immigration into Palestine, and the reconstitution of that country as a 

free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

"The soil of Europe is soaked with the blood of Jewish dead. They have 

been killed in the ghettoes, they have been killed in the fields. Men, women and 

children. .And as the Nazi hordes are being beaten into Roumania, Hungary, Czecho­

slovakia, and the rest of Middle and Eastern Europe, their first victims, as alway~ 

are defenseless Jews -- men, women and children. 

11 It is a travesty upon elementary justice and humanity to close the door 

to the~ avenue of escape for the hapless Jews who still remain alive. As we 

wait, as we write, as we talk, they are being killed. Just that. Ther are being 

killed. 

11 It is imperative that appropriate measures be taken to open the doors of 

Palestine for free entry of Jews into that country. 

11 This is the position not only of the President of the United States but 

also of great sections of the .American people who feel the tortures visited upon 

a defenseless people. 

11 It is the position of the Congress of Industrial Organizations, represent­

ing more thnn 5,000,000 .American trade-unionists. The C.I.O., in a resolution 

ad'.)pted unanimously at its national convention in Philadelphia last November, urge, 

the aorogation of the Chamberlain White Paper, declaring it to be 'discriminatory, 

unfair, unjust, and a hindrance to the war effort. 1 

'' I wish to add my voice to that of millions of other Americans asking that 

the remrJ.f:..'1_.;s of a people be saved from complete destruction at the hands of our 

common en.E'myc This can best be accomplished by the immediate abrogation of the 

W:-~ite ?a,er, and the reconstitution of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish 

Commonweal th. 11 

--30--
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II. 

Draft - Oil Memorandum 

1. Great numbers of Jews in this country are deeply concerned 

with the possible implications for the future of the Jewish National 

Home in Palestine, of the proposed oil pipe-line from Saudi-Arabia 

to the Palestine littoral. 

2. Much of this feeling of apprehension is based on unconfirmed 

reports of possible arrangements with King Ibn Saud which may affect 

the political issue in Palestine. In general, there is anxiety lest 

in the conflict of interests which center around the pipe-line pro­

posal the special needs and position of the Jewish National Home will 

be forgotten. 

3. The United States Government hn.s been associated with the 

policy of the reestablishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

since the inception of that policy in 1917. In 1922 the Congress of 

the United States expressed itself unanimously in favor of the Jewish 

National Home policy, and it has further had the SUf>port of every 

President since President Wilson. That this continues to reflect the 

sentiment of the great mass of the people of this country is evident 

from the statements of very many members of the Senate and House of 

Representatives(~the present American Congress, from the Resolutions 

adopted in eighteen of the State Legislatures of this country, and 

from the statements and resulutions of numerous representatives of 

the Church, of labor, of academic, civic, and other public bodies. 

4. Clause 8 of the "Principles of Proposed Agreement11 between 



the Petroleum Reserves Corporation and the American Arabian Oil 

Company, dated January 24, 1944, provides that the 11 commercial 

and other policies and practices of the companies would conform 

to the foreign policy of the United States 11 • It is submitted 

that in view of this clause, and with a view also to allaying the 
I 

widespread anxiety above referred to, it is essential that the nature 

of United States foreign policy in regard to Palestine should be 

clearly defined in advance as looking toward the early fulfillment 

of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate, in accordance with 

their underlying intent and purpose to afford the Jewish people the 

opportunity to establish in Palestine a Jewish Commonwealth. 

5. Clause 11 of the 11Principles of Agreement" is also rele­

vant in this connection in that it refers to the desire and inten­

tion of the parties to the agreement 11 to promote the interests of 
c:l.9"e4J 

the Governments" of the all!ies affected by the pipe-line, and 11 to 

respect their sovereignty and protect their ri6hts11 • In addition 

to providing for an active concern for the peace and prosperity of 

these countries, the Agreement calls for the exercise of their rights 

by the parties concerned, 11 with due regard to the rights including 
,,. 

that of political integrity of the Governments of such countries. 

It is clear that this clause imposes on the Government of the United -States and its nationals active and affirmative duties in regard to 

the countries traversed by the Pipe-line, which are susceotible of 

wide latitude of interpretation. Obviously there is need for clari­

fication and definition. Thus, not merely is it desired that assur­

ance will be given that no commitment adverse to the future of the 



Je• ish National Home has been or will be given to any party with 

whom negotiations in behalf of the pipe-line may be conducted; 
. 

but past experience with the Palestine Mandate indicates the neces-

sity that from the outset the United States Government should take 

'"' . the lead Me. mak'ind:ubitably clear that it stands foursquare be-

hind the policy of the Jewil3h National Home. 

6. Apart from the political· issue, the pipe-line raises 

economic questions of great importance for the fut~re of Palestine. 

Palestine is developing rapidly as an industrial cent~r. The con­

tinuation of this trend is intimately bound up with the existence 

of an adequate su:9ply of cheap fuel. It is a matter of vital import­

n.nce, accordingly, that any arrangement that may be made with the 

oil companies should include provision for the sup ly to the Palestine 

market of 8.IIl!)le q11cntities of oil and oil products at a price reason­

able in relation to cost. It is suggested that such an arrangement 

is imolicit in the reference in Clause 8 of the11Principles of Agree­

ment'', to the concern of the parties for the peace and prosperity of 

the countries in question. It is obviously desirable, however, that 

these provisions be made eJg>licit in advance. 

7. The question also arises of conditions of labor in connec­

tion with the construction and operation of the pipe-line and refiner­

ies in Palestine. It is urged that in regard to thf~as well as any 

other conditions of agreement which may finally be reached affecting 

the establishment of the Jewish National Home, the opportunity should 

be given to the representatives of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 

officially recognized under the Palestine Mandate as the representa-



t1'fe Jewish body/ for the purpose of advising and cooperating with 

the Ad.ministration of Palestine, to submit their views in advance 
/l.U~ 

to the Government ~ a,£ the oil companies concerned. 

4/24/44 



HARRY GREENSTEIN 

Rm. 913 - 1344 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 25, D.C. 

April 26, 1944 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In accordance with your request I am outlining below the highlights of 
my conversations in London. 

It is or supreme importance that there be maintained the best or rela­
tions between England and the United States, and that nothing be done 
by word or deed which will make for a breach between the two countries. 
The Prime Minister has staked his entire policy on this program, and 
should he feel that the American Zionist leadership is jeopardizing 
these relations, this more than anything else may lose Palestine for 
the Jews. 

The opposition to the "White Paper" can be vigorously expressed but the 
motives or Great Britain should not be impugned; and above all, no 
malicious attacks should accanpany any protests against present policy 
or Great Britain with regard to Palestine. 

Roosevelt likewise reels quite strongly that the future or the world 
depends upon the closest relations between Great Britain and the United 
States, and he too would resent anything said or done which would play 
into the hands or our enemies. 

The future or Palestine hangs in the balance today, and the utmost states­
manship will be needed particularly in the next few months on the part 
or Zionist leadership, if a maximum program is to be assured. 

C 

( 

HG/jb 
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The Honorable Adolph J. Sabath 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.c. 
My ear Congressman Saba.th, 

April 28, 1944 

I 1ras very happy to have had the talk with you Tuesday. 
I know of your unfailing interest in our c use, and or your 
readiness at all times to be of help. I T&lue greatly your 
counsel and guidance. 

nh th s transpired 1n recent weeks in connection with 
the Palestine Resolution introduced 1D Congress and the President's 
statement made through Dr. WLe and me on Uarch 9th has caused 
great confusion in our r&.nlcl and has giftll our people a sense ot 
frustration and defeut. Here are the facts. 

(1) tter receiving the •green llaht• f'rom ev,..rybod7 in 
the .Administration and in Coagress wh.Jlll •• consulted, we introduced 
the Palestine Reaolutiou. Co?"dell Hull aaw the Resolution before 
it *as !.ntrodu.ced and raised no objections to it. The majority 
and minority leaders ot both branches or Congress not only approved 
of the Resolution, but spoke in favor ot it on the floor ot the 
House c.nd the Senate when it wu introduced. ,e were led to believe 
th t the passage of the Resolution would be uick and sure. 

(2) Hardly bad the Resolution been introduced when the 
1ar Department was brou ht into the picture. preaumabl.y by the 
State Depart.neut, to warn against the passage of the Resolution aa 
dangerous from a 11111 tary point of view. Why a presumably friendly 
State Department could not have apprised us beforehand, so that we 
couhd have delayed introducing the Resolution. and thus obvi ting 
all that happened oubae"'uently, remains a distressing mystery. 

(5) The entire country had been aroused by the introduction 
or the Resolution. Tens of thousands or communications poured 
into ashington endorsing it. The press ot the country published 
hundreds or editorials fnvoring it. Ull18rous Christian org&nizations, 
churches, llbor groups, service groups, etc. ·ere moved to send 
friendly messages. The sudden intervention of the military caae 
as e. distinct shock to all of them and left them bewildered - and 
certainly not convinced th ·t the intervention of the military was 
either warranted or spontaneous. 
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(4) In that state of bewilderment we turned to the President 
of the United States. Since the .American people had been inhibited 
from expressing through their chosen repreeentbtivea in Congress 
their true sentiments on the subject, we felt Justified in turning 
to the ~'hief Executive to learn trom him wrui.t the true policy ot 
our government waa with reference to Palestine. We asked for 
clarificntion and for reassurance. 

(5) On March 9th, Dr. ise and I met with the President. 
As a result of a very pleasant and full conference, we ware 
authorized to issue a statement in which it waa stated th t "the 
.American Government had never given its approval to the White Paper 
ot 1959 ••• and th~t when future decision• are r•ached full justice 
will be done to thoae who seek a Jewish National Home for which 
our Government and the American people have ulwaya had the deepest 
sympathy, etc." We were pleased 1th this statement although · 
it did not go as far aa we had hoped. Our people received the 
statement with great satisfaction. Coming as it did, after the 
intervention or the military and after the Arab protests had been 
received, it bad real significance. ie were preparad to make 
use of it both here and abroad. 

( 6) Jau. as if deliber~t•ly intended t.o nullify the whole 
value ot the President'• statement, and hot upon ita heels, came 
the announcement of the ffouse Foreign Attaira CoI!lllittee that it 
had deterred action on the Resolution becawse or military 
considerations. The Jniah public and the Jewish press were 
stunned. What prompted Mr. Bloom, the Chairman of the Foreign 
Atfaira COC!JDittee to rush thrOtJ&h formal action on the Resolution, 
after it had been agreed that the Resolution should remain pending 
until the proper time arrived tor its paasage, re:nains another 
of those distressing myaterles. Mr. Bloom has never paid ua 
the courteay ot telling us \'ihy the precipitated action was tc.<lcen. 
Aa a result there haa been bitter and mounting resen~ent. 

('1) Not long thereafter, the President hillaelf, at a 
press conference, in reply to a question ot how he reconciled 
the statement issued by us in his nue '11th the attitude or the 
military authorities gave a reply which still further befogged 
the situation and greatly weakened the effectiveness of his 
Murch 9th statement. The result of all this has been a growing 
conviction on the part of many that the Zionists have been given 
the •run around" by the Administration in Washington. You have 
undoubtedly &MD articles in the put.lie press - ·and even in the 
press which 1s friendly to the AihninistratiOD. 

(8) Th.a article ot Dral/Pearaon which a peared last 
Monday has not improved matters .ny. r e had been led to expect 
another statemen;; from the President, this time in bis own !Villa, 
one which he ould issue attar consulta.tion rlth Churchill. It 
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had been intimated to us t.ltat n would be iven t e courtesy ot 
seeing the statennt before it •• issued. It is au weeks now 
since tho subJect or this second atu.tement was discussed ·th the 
President. e ha~e not eard u ord troa the bite Howse, t 
through Drn ea.non•• column we ~ that the oooveraatiOD id.th 
Churchill had been held, d th t both the ¥resident and ChUJ'ChUl 
are 9??9114 to the Jewish Coaonwealthl It true, thla 1a larming 
ne'PIS. It ta the President in direct r..d open opJoaition to.the 
Z1on18t Move ent. I ~ot believe it. lease remember th t the 
Jewish Coomon alth is not SOllething new, something introducecl 
for t..~e firat ti.De in coM&etion with the u.leatine Resolution. 
It 1s w t ilson, ·ltour, Lloyd George and (;hurchill had in mind 
~hen they talked about the Jni■h National Hou in Palestine. 
A Jewish Comaonwe 1th ia old-faahioned, ort.'lodm: Zioniaa.. It. 1a 
only the ropaganda ot British gent• in the la.at few yeara since 
the introduction ot the bite Paper, which a;>r ad the id• 

t Z1~n1Bta who dei:A.nd the f thtul fultillment of the letter 
and ;>1ri t ot the aleat ne :Ka.ndate nd the Balfour Dec la~ tion 
are xtreista. · 

This, then, ie • situ tion t uy, 97" r Con as 
Sa'bllth. OUr aleatiua Re1olution has beu. at.)'llied by friendly 
Adminiatra tion. The resident• a own ci tion · • been obscured 
b thiJlia d.d b,r h1a and by ot.hen. 'l't a ena1ea r ur cauae 
ha v reJ o1ced over tlse t or events in waahington. Our oli tic l 
position in London and Jerua l• e d.oteriGratea s a reaul\ 
or it, Wld in a o"t critical time. 0-..1r Ji>80 le ve received 
a aevere and untierited blow. 

. at is to be done? Clearly t.)iere two t. 1n D h.ich 
should be done and uickly done to re;air the damage. 

(l) The President should 1 sue le&r-cut a te..ient .1ch 
will allay all doubta as to his own osition on t e ubJect or 
the Jo"iah N tional Homa. It a ould be ?aore dafinit1Te un e 
s te nt is:,ued on • rch 9th - one which will be in line th 
the tr d!tional Amerio n poliey toaurd Palestine ina~ rat ~ 
Pres1dont ilson. The American ;)eo la • a whole 111 hail such 
a. ec tion. No dverae political pa ital will be de or it 
for there is no ol1t1cal division on the bJect. Both poVtlcal 

tiea, through b ir thorlzed leaders, ure on record ae 
he&rt1ly endorsing the Jenab Comonwealth. 

(f) Arter the ?re iden '• statement will have been 
1a•ued, the •gr en Ugh\• should be iven :for ringin& out the 
Resolution from committee. The Adminie r tion aboul.d c 11 
orr the •hound• ol war•. Arter all, the Resolution does not 
con emplate the en cteient of any law. It ism :rely the ex easion 
or mp& y m1d ood will. It ask• th t e United t tea ehall 
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use 1ta go~ ortices. Everybody ha agreed th, t once tbia 
Resolution oumea sn t."le tloor ot e Hou e tlnd the enute, it 
will be a,. ro?ed OYer helaingly. 

Prolonged delay will ••n• only to entangle ti.nd embitter 
an already unha 7 aitun.Uon. Capital will be made of it withill 
the next tn aontha to the diaadY&ntage or ev ryona concerned. 
I mow your statearaanahip and your pollti l sagacity. I know 
tbut our Jud.pent is valued. You can render a hiet.or1c service 
to a great cause in a decia1ve hour. 

I sh~ l be v 
ishes, I ra.:ain 

IS&Bl 

ha py to h~ from you. 1th all good 

ost cordially ·ours, 
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The Honorable Robert F. agner 
United States Senate 
ashington, D.C. 

y dear Senator agnert 

• 

~ 28, 1944 

f ow-1 

I as very ha. py to have had the pleasant chat ith ou 
the other day in your off'ice. I w s articul rly eli hted to 
find you looking so well and in such good health ands irita. 

I am very anxious thi..t the situation 1th reference to 
our resolution should be clarified and that the position of the 
President on the subject, which has unfortunately been obscured, 
should be made clear. Aa or the moment, our Palestine Resolution 
seems to have been stymied by a .friendly Ada1nistr· tion through 
the intervention ot the ar Department. The President's own 
position, made public through Dr. ise and me on .1.. rch 9th, has 
unfortm>.ately become obscured b a subs9i-j.uent statement which he 
made at a press conference 1n reply to a uestion of how he 
reconciled his stattulent issued through us ith the attitude ot 
the military. 

The announcecent of .e House Forei J.rfairs Committee 
th tit ha.d voted formally to defer action on the resolution eakened 
greatly the effectiveness of the President's state-ant w~ich was 
issued a few dayE reviously. The ress - s.nd not only that 
part of it hich is unfriendly to the President - as idely 
popularized the idea t.1-i t the Adm1niatration has been iving the 
Jes ot America the •run around• on Palestine. 

Again, :nan of our people have co .e to feel th1 t bee use 
of the Administr~tion's interest in Arabian oil md the proposed 
pipe-line, the Jewish n tional home is bein sold down the river. 
A few days ago, a widely read colu:mist published the s te ent 
tha.t the President had consulted Churchill recently, and th t they 
are both op,.:>0sed to the Je ish co:nmonwe 1th. All this has contributed 
to the serious bewilderment of our people and 1s E4rousing increasing 
resentment. The situation cle ly cannot continue 1n this state of 
confusion indefinitely. Two .things should be done to repair the 
damage. 

(1) The President should 1 sue a clear-cut state ent 
hich 11 allay all doubts as to his position on t.11e subject of 
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the Jewish national home. It should be more definite t han his 
statement issued on March 9th - 1n line with the tradi tional 
AmArican policy towards Palestine inaugurated by President '•1laon. 
The American people will hail such a decluration. Since both 
political parties, through their authorized leaders, are on record 
as heartily endoraing the Jewish commonwealth, no adverse ?olitical 
capital can be made of ouch a statement. On the contrary, it will 
ma.~e hosts or friends. 

(2) After the President's ststement will have been issued, 
t he "green light• should be given by the Administrution for bringing 
out the Palestine Resolution from committee. The AdministrLtion 
should call off t he "hounds of war" •••• Atter all, the resolution 
does not contemplate the enactment of any law. It is only .an 
expression of sym,)&thy and good will and asks th~t our government 
should use its good offices. Once tha resolution comes to the 
floor ot the Houae and t he Senute, it will be apt>roved overr1helmingly • 

.t>rolonged delay will serve only t :i entan ls a.nd embitter 
an already unhappy sitW1tion. Ctipital will 'be made or it in 
the next few months to the disadvantage of everyone concerned. 
I kno,v that you can present this situtt-tion to the President very 
forcibly and convincingly. You brou.:;ht about our meeting with 
the President on Ms.rch 9th with very excellent results which were 
unfortunately im_paired by subse~uent events. I know thut your 
stat~smanship can help bring about the t wo objec tives mentioned 
aboYe. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

~oat cordi lly yours, 

AHS&BIC 

• 



CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
COMMITTEE ON FDP.EIGN AFFAIRS 
l!OUSE OF' REPRE~ENTATIVES 
WAfHINGTON, D.C. 

Mr. Louis Lipsky 
386 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City 

My dear Louis: 

May 10, 1944 

Needless to say, I have read your letter 
of the 8th with the most willing and conscientious care. 
I need hardly assure you (as a friend) that I am just as 
sympathetic to the cause of which you a.re so ardent a 
supporter, as are you and your associates. 

Similarly, it goes without seying that 
I stand ready in any way within my power, to serve and to 
be helpful. Just how far I or anyone, for that matter, 
can give you an assurance of ability to procure a state11Bnt 
from the President --"clear and definitive" as you phrase 
it, on the rights of the Jewish people under the Mandate 
I am unable to say. 

The willingness to help is mine. The 
outcome rests elsewhere. 

Sincerely yours, 

SOL BLOOM 

SB :Cv 
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REPORT CH COI£IJHITY CONTACTS SUB:HTTED TO THE EXECUTIVZ COM:;ITTEE 

OF THE AHERIC.AN ZIONJ;ST Ei.iERGENCY COUNCIL, ~iiONDAY, !;.AY 15, 1944 

by Dr. !£on I. Feuer 

.... ........ 
I am subrtltting at your request a report of our Comnunity Contacts work as 

of this date. It is appropriate to survey and evnJ.uate this work just prior to 
our coming ColtlIIlllnity Contacts Conference in Uashington. 

ilorking under our direction at the present time are 215 regularly consti­
tuted local emergency committees for Palestine. In addition, no have a number 
of individual correspondents in srn.::ill communities; there are borough, county, and 
state organizations and communities v,hich n.re served through members on st[\,te 
Emergency Committees. This makes o. toto.l of 311 comrrnmities in 42 . states ;-,ith 
which we hn.vc contact. Serving on these commi ttoos a.re nec.,rly 2 ,ooo men c.nd ~-,omen. 
ile possess in t~1ese loc~ emergency committees, ns ar.iply demonstrnted by the IIL'.lgii­
ficont job '\7hich they have done, higbly effective instrumontnli ties for propn.g"ndD, 
Dnd poll tica.l n.ction. In the 2 9 000 menibers of our loccl commi tteos ue ho.vo o. sm:-J. l 
but c:,ctive, nell-disciplinod, and politico.lly conscious corps ,,,hich, if properly 
directed, developed, .:md kept informed, con constitute[', mighty uenpon for our 
future ;1ork. Lo.tor in this report I shcll m..-i.ke some rocomr:1enda.ticno uith rognrd 
to some of tho ',7cys in Y:hich uo cnn incrcC'..so the effectiveness of those locaJ. 
cornmi ttces. It can be said here, however, that the secret of their successful 
operation tl:ru.s far is the fornru.J.a by which these cornruittees were organized. They 
were purposely kept small, their pcrsonnol as representative as possible of the 
best Zionist talent in eo.ch comrnuni ty, simple in structm·e, •;,i th considerable 
nuthority vested in the chairm..-m. 

No one will pretend that all of our committees have been equally productive 
of results in their work.· A number of them, particularly in those sections of the 
country where the Zionist movement generally has been weak, have fallen dorm badly 
on the job and Hill need to be reorganized and given a fresh start. I ·.,a.21t to give 
you a sketch survey of hou those cornnuttees have operated. Since this report will 
be something of a cross-section there will necessarily have to be many omissions. 
It is interesting to note that some comrm.u~ities did an excellent all-a.i-ound job in 
every field of activity. This was of course due to tho initiative and imagination 
of the chairm.:m. In other caGcs, local. emergency committees performed well in one 
field to tho nof;].ect of other areas of work. 

Generally speaking, hoi1evcr, most cf our commi ttoes rendered outstanding 
services in the area of direct politiccl action, th~t is, in contacting Congress­
men end Senators personnlly and in mobilizing telegram, letter-writing, and post­
card campaigns in support of the Resolutions pending before Congress. This type 
of activity, of course, had a tremendous appeal to our local comnnmities, because 
it had a direct impact, and promised tangible results~ The best job done in a 
large community wo.s undoubtedly Detroit, i. .-:ichiga.n, which dispatched 22,000 post­
cards and 19 9000 individual letters to Reprcsonto.tivcs and Senators, nnd 3,000 
telegrams to tho Pre~ident. Two notable achievements in smaller cornmuni tics 11cro 
produced by Meriden, Connecticut ,1hich sent 12,000 individucl letters, o.nd Ports­
nouth, New famrpshire with 111 000 individual letters. Other outstnnding ox~los 
,mro Cincinnati, Ohio, 13.500 letters; Buffolo, 10,000 letters; Hilwaukee, 7,000; 
Oakland, California, 5 1 000. Leominster, Yiassachusetts sent 1,000 telegrruns to 
the President; Ilridgeport, Connecticut, 700; Portland, j,;a,ine, and Pottsville, 
Pennsylvania - small coimlIUili ties - 600 and 100 telegrams respectively. South 
Bend, Indiana did an unusual job in getting 60,000 signatures to petitions ~hich 
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~,ere sent to Congress and the President, incidentally illustrating what the possi­
bilities ar0 should ~e decide on a national petition. TTienty-five communities 
picked at random from our roster sent 11,500 telegrams to the White House, when ue 
decided to divert the stream of oui· pressure in that direction. Thero is no means 
of estimating the total number of letters, telegrams, postcards, o.nd other forms 
cf comrrunications which our communi tics produced during the course of the orunpuign 
for the Resolutions• but judging b~r the comnm.ni ties from nhom r.;;c did receive exact 
reports, the totcl nnst be impressive. \7e know that the campaign made a tremendous 
impact upon Congress. .A number of individ:"u.al Representatives and Senators expressed 
their amazement at the number of co~ications r,hich they we. re getting from their 
constivients• a substantial percent~e of them coming from non-Jews, 

Through person-al visits, telephone communication a.~d letter-writing, our 
communities succeeded in obtaining definite expressions cf sympathy and support 
for our cause from 63 Senators and 201 Rcprosontativos~ .A number of comnunities 
sent individuals or dologo.tions to interview Senators and Congressmen in Wc>,shington, 
and dozens of them mot rli th their Representatives at home. 

I should like now to describe for you the work of some of our outstanding 
committees in other fields of activity. Please keep in mind that this represents 
a fet1 out of the many exai-riples which cou.ld bo ci tod. 

A. Christi8.n Activities 

I. Los Aiv;eles, California 

Los .Angeles organized wl~~t it called a Com:uittee on Palestino, 
non-sectarian in mcmb crs~1ip. It con point ,1i th pride to tho 
illustrious nruncs on its letterhead of Eishop q. Ecrtrnnd Stevens 
as Eonorary Chairman, and Mar1chester :Boddy and :Byron C. Hanna as 
Co-Chairmen • .A fine job was done in educating a large group of 
cutstc.mding non-Je':7s, Los .Angeles has arr.1,nged ·.d th Cohunbia 
Broc.dcasting Cor;rpnny for a coast to coast broadcast on ~rc.,y 23rd 
of the "Columbia Presents Corwin" 1,rogrrun on 11 Tel-.Aviv11 starring 
Robert Young. 

II. A_tlonta, C-0orgia 

One of tho b est .American Palestine Cammi ttee activi tics in the 
cou:1try has boon carried on in this comrrn..u1i ty. Tho .Arroricnn 
Pnlostinc CornDi ttoe cl~1.ptcr of Atlanta was addressed by Dr. 
Stephens. Viise. As a result, all of those present volunteered 
to ':1ri te letters to their Congressmen. Copies of Va.i., Paa.ssen ts 
"Forgotten .Ally11 TTere disti~ibuted to the mor.1bers of tho com­
mittoe . Reprints wore made and 'iistributed thrcughout the 
cor,1::m1i ty of an excellent editorial of an article entitled 
11PaJ.estine 11 which appeared in the Atlanta Journal. 

III. Detroit, lfd.chig21n 

This community has been extremely active in non-Jewish circles. 
It held a.,7. excellent meeting of the 1iachigan Branch of the 
.American Palestir.e Committee on December 21st, which was 
add.i-essed by t:C1e chairman of the committee, Judge Picard and 
Judce Kross of New York. The communHy sent three outstanding 
citizens, inclucling its mayor, Mr. Jeffries, Judge Picard, a.Dd 
Dr. David Henry, Chancello~ of Detroit University to the National 
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Conference on Palestine in Washington. Subsequent to tho Con­
ference, a large public mass IOOcting wao hold, to nhich the 
delegates to the Confc1·once gave their reports, and ,;1hich mi.s 
:uso addressed by Dr. Carl Voss • 

IV. Claremont, New Hampshire 

This tiny cornnunity has performed a model piece of uork, It 
has an all-Christian Conrraittee on Palestine, and a representative 
of the local emergency council has appeared before and obtained 
frworable resolutions fi·om virtuD.lly every non-Jewish crgo.nization 
in tile COmm.lni ty • 

V. Uniontorm, Pcnnsylvn.."1.ia 

This cormnittee D.J.so desorvcs honorable mention for its Christian 
activity. It has made contc.cts ,1ith vfrtuD.J.ly every civic n.nd 
church group in the c0mnnmity, produced resolutions from these 
organizations, and succeeded in getting large n-J.Dbers of non-Je·.vs 
to send letters a.~d telegrams to Congressmen. They also secured 
the signatures of 500 non ... Jews to a petition which was sent to 
the Speaker of the Hcusc. 

J3. Press a..~d fu.dio 

.. 

Through the activities of our locoJ. emergency committees, and their diligence 
in tho use of ou1· press bocks ruid in their contacts i7i th local ncrrnpapcrs, there 
appoarcd during the course cf tho compo.ign f,;;r the Resolutions, more than 350 favor­
able editorials in ne'li'spa:_oers tr ... roug1out the country. .An attr::i.ctive publication, 
reproducing scme 200 cf the best of these editorials, is abcut to ap:,,ear under the 
imprint of cur Emergency Council. 

I. Denver, Colorado 

Denver has dcne a magnificent public relaticns job, particul.arly 
r1i th the press and radic. mien the emergency ccmmi tteo · ,w.s first 
organized, 5 radi~ stations carried the announcement. Those same 
5 have since then devoted 3 programs e~ch ~eek to the TTork of the 
committee. \".'hen last reportea., a total of 175 nerJS reports had 
been broadcast on the vo..rious meetings to be held, nationol 
directives for local members, ruid ne•,1s of the pro6ress regarding 
the Resolutions in Congress. Individ.uol stories YICro sent to 44 
neusp~pcrs in the various communities throughout the State. In 
the Denver region there have appeared this yeai: 105 articles in 
ne...-rs:paper s. 

II. New Orleans, Louisiana 

The newspapers of this city published 22 press releases including 
the endorsement of the Catholic Archbishop • .Although this city 
is largely under the influence of anti-Zionists and members of 
the Council for Judaisi.'11, the .Anglo-Jewioh newspaper offered to 
devote a regular full page to omorgoncy cor.imittec activities to 
prevent a pro-Zionist paper from being launched. 
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III.~. 

The l'!i. .. '1ino State Commi ttoo publishes a 4-page bulletin, dis­
tributed to its branch committees every two weeks. 

IV. St. J?.aul..2.. _l1inne sot a 

A constant flow of editorials and press releases have appeared 
regc .. la:rly in St. Paul newspapers. A special article on Pal­
estine, by James Gray, was reprinted and circulated through 
the community. The same writer also wrote an excellent review 
of Dr. Lowdermilk• s book. 

V. Oklahoma State 

This is one of our best state organizations. It contacted 
newspapers throughout tho state, and a,s a rosul t, numerous 
no,,-rn i toms, oxcollont odi toriuls appeared in tho newspapers, 
not only of the lu.rgo but of tho very sIR..-ul coriunu.nitios. 

VI. Portlond1 Oregon 

One of tl10 outstanding press projects in the country is 11 The 
New ~-forizon11 , the publication of the Oregon emergency committee. 
It is an attractive, 8-page, well-1,v:d tten, and informative news­
paper.-- which might serve as a model for similar publications 
by·lccal commW1ities in other parts of the country. Copies of 
the paper ai·e sent regulai·ly tc the Rcproscntativos and Senators 
of this state. Tho averaeo issue of tho newspapers is 50,000, 
and requests for it come in from all parts of tho United States 
and Canada. 

C. Rcsolutio!1§.. 

I. 0E'J:la.nd1 Cnlifornia 

In this corromni ty Resolutions were obtained from Jewish organi­
zations representing more than 5,000 people. 

Resolutions in this city were obtained from the Central Lnbor 
Union, the .Ar,ierican Legion, the Kiuonis r;rou:p, nncl numerous 
other non-Jewish or6nnizn.tio!'ls. Caro wa.s tnken to Give locnl 
publicity to on.ch of those Resolutions a.s they ,.-,ere obtD.ined. 

III. ill:_nnep.polis, Hinnesotn. 

Thin committee obtained Resolutions from 50 local orgru1izations, 
and as a resu.l t of its efforts a strong Pl:o-Palestine .?..esolution 
was passed by the State Legislature. 

IV. Newark. Es::iex Countx 

Jo,lish, non-Jewish, and vete:tan orgnaizations, to the number 
of lGO, passed Resolutions under the 5uidnnce of the Z:ssex 
County Comrni ttoo. 
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V. :Buffalo, New York 

Thirt~-five Jewish organiza~ions, representing 191 395 people, 
or virtually the entire Jewish population of BQ.ffalo, passed 
and sent Resolutions to their Congres~en, Senators, and the 
White Hou·se. 

VI. Seattle, Wa~hington 

Due to the syrnpa.thetic st.1.pport ot the Governor obtained by 
this committee, they were able to secure from the Washington 
State Legislature a joint memorial app eal to the President 
and Congress to pass the Resolutions pending in the House 
and Senate. This gro·~p took advantage of a short visit by 
Vice President Wallace to meet with him and present a memo­
randum. 

VII. Mil 'Naukce, Wisconsin 

Among many excellent activities in this comn:nmity has been 
the success in obtaining Resolutions from Trade Union organi-
zations representing 125,000 workers. ' 

This report will of course not atterr~t to survey the meetings which have bee1 
held throughout the co1..mtry under the auspices of local emergency committees. A 
check will reveal hundreds of them, many se1·vicod by our own Speaker I s :Bureau. 
There is hardly a community in tile country which, during tho course of this campaig11 
has not held one or more meetings. ·Some of these ·were large mass demonstrations 
:paralleling our own l1iadison Square Garden meeting. Comrm.1.nities have reported to us 
considerable inte1·est and attenda.'1ce of non-Jews at these meetings, and 01,1.t of mcllly 
of them came sti·ongly worded Resolutions to the ]?resident and Congress. There were 
meetings addressed by Governors of states, meetings held under the auspices of local 
l,·iinisters' Associations, church and la.bor groups. Since the National Conference on 
Palestine on l~rch 9th, comn:n;,,nities which sent delegates have been holding non­
sectarian public g a therings to which these delegates have reported the results of 
tho Conference. Su.ch meetings are still in the process of being held, Worthy of 
note ai·e: a mass meeting in San Francisco of 10,000 people, addressed by Dr. James 
G. Heller; a meeting in Miami, Florida, addressed by Dr. Stephens. Wise, to which 
scme B,000 people attended; and· a $100 dinner meeting in Philadelphia, addressed 
by Dr. Silver, from which scores of people were turned away flashing $100 bills and 
bogging to be ad.mi ttcd. ln tho small Jewish co1m;11.1ni t~r of Wilkos-Barro there i7as a 
mass mooting of 2 1 000 people, tho largo proportion of the cro17d boing non-Jc\1ish. 

Lest I tire you with statistics -- although to re the results of this work 
are fascinating because of the possibilities which are open for us -- let me hasten 
to conclude this report by rna.lcing several recor;i.rnendations for the planning of our 
futUl·e activity in local comLru.nities. I sincerely feel that a good job has been 
done but I am also convinced that a much bette'r job can be done on the basis of what 
we have learned during this :past yea:r. This nation-.wide machiner;rr which we have 
developed is one of the greatest assets of the Zionist moveme~t in this country. 
That machinery must be used, and u,sed effectively. It rau.st be kept moving. For 
the future development and perfection of this political and educational instrument 
which we haye forged may I make tho folloTTing recommendations: 

1. There is at the present time a serious lack of personal contact between 
our National Office and tho local committees. We depend exclusively on corres­
pondence, and this is not always satisfactory. Thero arc occasions when local 
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committees badly need guidance and help on the spot, and as I pointed out previous­
ly, there are weak spots which need to be remedied. Our work through the country 
would benefit enormously by tho addition to our personnel of two or three com­
petent field men who would serve in the capacity of trouble shooters. We could 
dispatch thorn to places where they arc needed, as they are needed, to bolster up 
the work of local committees, to inject new enthusiasm into the work• to spend a 
few days in localities, assisting communities with special projects on \7hich they 
may be rmrking. 

2. We should continue the practice of meeting at least twice a year with 
the ch~irmon of our emergency committees, give them tno opportunity to participate 
in the discus8ion and planning of our program, and to give them the feeling that 
t n ey are a part of a po '.1erful, dynamic, and aggressive movement. In addition, I 
think it might be \7011 on occasion to invite individual chairmen of communities to 
come to Nerr Yo1·k to attend meetings of our Executive Committee, and to observe at 
first ho.nd the operation of our National Office. 

3. I think some improvement might be made in our confidential bulletin. 
This roo..lly ought t0 be bn.sico.lly n. pu.blic::i.tion devoted to two objectives: 

a. {~ounding our people in tho classic tenets of tho Zionist movement; 
and 

b. keeping them abreast of politicnl ronJ.ities. 

It hn.s be~omo o.xiomn.tic in the modern world that tho effectiveness of politicnl 
movements depends on the poli ticnl sophistication of its propngondists. 

4. We ought to devise some methods by which communities could exchange 
ideas on prograrns and activities, especially those activities which are imaginative 
and unconventional. TTe might regularly devote a column to such activities in our 
bulletin. 

5. There should be a rapid intensification of the effort to enlist and 
strengthen mass non-Jewish support. This will depend upon how q_uickly we can 
obtain the services of a Director for Christian .A.ctivi ties. Mo.y I urge that no 
expense be spared to obtain as speedily as possible the ablest person available. 
,,e have made a real impact upon non-Jewish public opinion in this country. This 
opportunity must be expfoited to the fullest, and without any delay., 
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COUFEREllCE OF EMEBGEliCY COMMITTEES 
Of The 

AMERICAU ZIOUIST :BliERGEliCY COUliCIL 

Tuesdey, May 23 a."ld Wednes~, Mlcy' 24, 194.4 

PROGRAM 

Tuesday, Ma.y 23, 1944 

First Session - 11:00 A. M. 

Greetings - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Opening Remarks - Rabbi Irving Miller 
R~ort on WashL'lgton Situation - Rabbi Leon I. Feuer 
Report on Aoti vi ties of the Energency Council - Harry L. Shapiro 
~estion and Disci.1ssion Period - Thirty Minutes 
Plan of Committee on Scope of Future Activities - Chairman, Lester Cohen of 

Uniontown, Pa. 
Adjournment 

Second Session - 1:30 P. M. - Luncheon Herman Shulman, Presiding 

Subject - .American Palestine Committee and Christian Council on Palestine, 
Reverend Carl Hermann Voss, Speaker 

Discussion - To be led by Judge David Diamond of Buffalo 

Third Session - 3: 30 P. M. - Public Relations Harold P. Manson - Marvin Lowenthal 

Discussion - To be led by Philip Slomovitz of Detroit, Rabbi Manuel Laderman 
of Denver, Judge Saul Yager of Tulsa 

Fourth Session - 7:00 P. M. - Dinner Honorable Jacob W. Maclc, Presiding 

Speakers - Max Zaritsky - Labor Relations 
&anuel Ueumann - League for a Free Palestine 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - The Current Poli tidal Picture 

Instructions for Visits to Congressmen - Rabbi Leon I. Feuer and Leo R. Sack 

Wednesday, May 241 1944 

Fifth Session - 2:30 P. M. 

Report of Program Committee 
Discussion 
Closing of Session 
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

Lester Cohen, Uniontown, Pa. - Chairman 

Rabbi Max Maccoby, Mount Vern.on, U. Y. 
Rabbi Carl L. Ma."lello, Wichita, Kans. 
David Goldstein, Asbury Park, n. J. 
Harold Goldenberg, Minneapolis, Minn.. 
Harry M. Ehrlich, Springfield, Mass. 
Joseph Goldberg, Worcester, Mass. 
Charles Rosengart8!1, Waterbur-.1, Conn. 
Edward Jacobs, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Harry Levine, Leominster, Mass. 
Rabbi Louis J. Swichkow, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Israel R. Goodma..'l'J., St. Louis, Mo. 
P.abbi Robert P. Jacobs, Asheville, n. c. 
Mortimer May, Nashville, Tenn. ( ?) 
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PRESS REI.EA.SE from 

.AMERICAN PALESTINE CO UhUTTEE 
1720 - 16th Street, N. w. 
Washington, D. c. 
Michigan 4480 

FOR IMMEDIA~ RELEASE -
Washington, D. C. - Leaders in the fields of government. education 1 science and 

religion paid tribute on i7ednesda.y evening, May 24th, to Dr. Wal tor c. Lowdermilk, 

Assistant Chief of the Soil Conservation Senice of the United States, and author 

of "Palestine, Land of Promise," Dr. umdormilk was honorod at a testimonial. dinnor 

hold at the Statler Hotol. 

Speakers at the dinner included Senator Ralph Owen !rcwstor (R.-Maine) and 

Senator .lrthur Capper (R.-Ka.nsas), whose addr.esses were carried over the ~tual. 

l3roadcasting System. 

Other speakers included Dr. Lowdermilk, Senator Robert F. Wagner (D.-Nen 

York), Professor Abel Wolman of Jom1s Hopkins Univorsi ty, Dr. Kan· Leo, Commercial 

Counselor to tho Chinese Embassy, Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive 

Committee, .American Zionist Emergency Council, Hon. Harry W. :Bashore, Commissioner 

of Reclamation of the Department of Interioi·, and Dr • .'Emanuel Newnann 1 member of 

the Commission on Palestine Surveys. 

Honorary s-ponsors of the dinner included Louis .A.damic, Hon Thurman w • .A.mold, 

Mrs, Iouis D. :Brandeis, Sen. Arthur Capper, Rep. Ranulf Compton, Prof• Albert 

Eihstein, Sen. Guy M. Gillette, William Green, Freda Kirchwey, Dr. Daniel L. Marsh, 

Lt. Col. Frank l.ionaghan, Sen. Claude Pepper, Prof. Richard. J. Purcell, Dr. Alexander 

Sachs, Sen, Elbert D. Thomas, Sen. Arthur H. Vandenberg, Pierro van Pa.assen, Dr. 

Stephen S. Wise, Joel Da'lid Wolfsohn and Rep. James A. Wright. 

Senator Wagner, Chairma~ of the .American Palestine Ccmmitteo, pointed out 

that Dr. Lowdermilk went to the Near East without any preconceived notions as to 

'the political. implications involved in a study of soil reclamation there; he 

emerged, however, with a plan "which in the considered opinion of competent 

(more) 
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engineers, wouJ.d net only give t!le final and complete answer to those people r:ho 

have raised questions as to the absorptive capacity of Palestine• but which, when 

fully implemented, would constitute a great boon to all of the inhabitants of tha t 

area of the wol~ld - Jew and Arab alike. 11 

Senator Wagner laud.ad Dr. LO\,dcrrnilk as one who stands in the 11 very fore­

front of the extremely small number of gifted people" •:iho can 11 combine the lessons 

taught by the ruins of past civilizations with the teclmique of modern science and 

draw upon both to produce the elements essential to the building of the greater 

civilizations of the future. 11 

He dec1ai~ea. that he is ftconvinced of the elementary justice involved in tho 

reconstitution of Palestine as the Jewish Commonweal th, 11 a.."'ld hailed the Jewish 

builders of modern Palestine for 11 the magnificent work already done in the improve­

ment of the soil by men and women who but yesterday were physicians and attorneys 

and teachers a.nd shopkeepers and who, by tho hardest kind of labor 0nd tho greatest 

of devotion, are building a new home for their people. 11 

Harry w. ]ashore, Commissioner of Reclamation of the Department of Interior, 

asserted that Dr. Lowdermilk 1 s plan for Palestine 11 aims at the reclamation of a 

country and the rehabilitation of a :peo:9le, 11 and added that n the Jordan Valley 

Authority plan, as I see it, is not merely an interesting chapter in an intercstin6 

book but a great and promising project soundly conceived and teclmicf'J.ly feasible. 

What the Burc0,u of Recla.ilaticn ho.s done o.t tho BouJ.dcr Do.m on tho Colorado River 

rui.d ho.s done o.nd is plm.ming to do on the Coluinbia River through Gro.nd Coulee Dnm 

cw.1 be done in Po.lestine. 11 

Dr. Kan Lee, CornmercioJ. Com1selor to the ChL-1ese Embassy, paid tribute to 

Dr. Lowdermilk o.s 11 n. scientific warrior fighting a.go.inst soil erosion, 11 n.nd o.dded 

thr.i.t '~his interest embraces all hui1'."--u1i ty regardless of raco or crocd. 11 

"The ~rilliant reclamation project which he inspired will go a long way 

toward the solution of the problem of livelihood of millions of Jews and Arabs;. 

that, by itself, entitles Dr. Lowdermilk to faine and distinction. His Land of 

Promise goes far beyond Palestine, 11 he said. 
(more) 



- 3 -

MESSAG~ TO THE DINNER BY 

PROFESSOR .AU3ERT EINSTEIN 

11 It is a signal privilege to extend a word of greeting to Walter Clay 

Lowdermilk on the occasion of the Testimonial Dinner at the Statler Hotel in Wash­

ington. It is wi t~1 a feeling of sincere regret that I ca.11.,.v1 ot be among the men and 

women assembling to honor him. 

11Experts in the field of agricultural science and economic planning have 

paid wcll-a.escrvod tribute to tho vision of Dr. I.owdormilk 1 s study, which outlines 

so ciepicious a future for the dovolopmcnt of tho Near East. 

11 1.6a.y I add my voice in stressing one aspect of Dr, Lowdermilk' s book which 

impressed me most profoundly. It is his genuine understanding of the religious 

devotion to tho rejuvenation of the soil which has characterized the work of the 

Chalutzim (Fioneers) in Palestine and which has made their endeavors. in the face 

of overwhelming odds so great a success. 

11 This hour is, indeed, a tragic and sinister one in Jewish history. .Among 

the most heartening experiences which we can have in so trying a period is that 

friends rally to_ our ranks, impressed by the soundness and justice of our cause 

and convinced that it \"!ill inevitably make a contribution to that better world to 

which all of us look forward so prayerfully. 11 

.,.._.,. __ _ 

?tESSAGE..1.Q.. TEE DIHi:r.Ell BY 

FORMER SENATOR GEORGE 17. NOBRIS, OF ~rEJ3RASKA 

11 I desire to ndd my tribute to Dr. Lor1dermilk, the a:u.thor of 'Palestine, 

Land of Promise.• I have read this volume with the most intense interest. Dr, 

Lowdermilk has carried the T.V.A. idea to the opposite side of the earth. It is 

only another evidence that tho T.V.A. method of handling the natural resources 

applies with equal force to the entire world. 

11 The controlling of the angry floods that endanger our country, and putting 

(more) 
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to tho use and the happiness of mankind what would othemse be death dealing and 

destructive, is the simple but effective method of handling these destructive 

elements adopted and practiced by the Tennessee Valley Authority in our own land. 

It is~ yardstick that applies with equal force to every part of the world where 

the happiness and tho prospori ty of mankind is made a r oali ty and the some methods 

that will bring rolief from the roaring waters of destruction as they travel from 

the mountains t o the sea apply to every place in this world. It is hard to imagine 

how selfish and greedy interests control so often our social ond political 

machinery, and fail to prevent damages by uncontrolled flood waters, and thus f ail 
dealing 

to convert these dcn·th/o·lomcnts of destruction into calm and peaceful waters th2.t 

will bring happiness and contentment to un to]d millions of God's suffering people. 

"Dr. Lowdermilk has carried the T.V.A. idea to the other side of the world 

where the same principles involved in the Tennessee Valley Authority, when properl~r 

applied will convert the deserts of Palestine into gardons of fruitful h~ppinoss fo~ 

tho patient and suffering multitudes that have boon ostracized, murdered and _ 

slaughtered by the unconscionable and merciless conduct of tho enemies of human 

freedom nnd huran.n liberty. 11 

EXCERtTS FROf'. .ADDRESS J3Y SENATOR CAPPER 

11 The problem of PaJ.e::itine concerns us pnrticu1ai~1y tonight. Considered 

politically, it is a knotty problem. It will have to be solved in the near future. 

A political solution Il].lst be found; n politic& decision must b e made. 

11]ut, as I listened to tho course of the discussion this evening, the thought 

did occur to me thnt tho problem of Pruestine mn.y also be approached on n different 

level, not onl y f~om tho point of view of resolving political conflicts, but from 

tho positive nnd constructive stD.nfrpoint of rebuilding and economic reconstruction. 

Who knows but tha t tho scion tist and engineer may succeed, where tho -statosm...'Ul c..nd 

diplomo.t have thus fa.r failed. 

· (more) 



11 Now we have heard from Dr. Lowdermilk, a scientist, a soil conservationist, 

a reclamation eJ.."J)ert, a man who avoids politics and political controversy,. He is 

not a statesman, in the conventional sense of the word. But he has ma.de a great 

discovery, nhich goes a long vmy toward removing at least one of tho IllD,jor issues 

in controversy. Ho has discovered a new dimension for Palestine. Its no.me is 

wo.tcr . Water for irrigation, o.nd \mter for hydro-electric power develop!nent. He 

ho.s outlined this discovery in o.n exciting chapter of his book: 'Palestine, Lo.nd 

of Promise, 1 which n.11 of us should rea.a.. T.he consequences of this discovery is 

to incrense effectively tho size of PDJ.ostine; to double in effect its cultivable 

a.roa.; to provide power for its industrial development; to create l'.. basis for 

trebling its present po:l?ulation. That is practioal statesmanship in a deeper sense 

of the term. 

11 In that little country, only little larger than the state of Massachusetlt,. 

there is room, and to spare, for its present population and for millions of addi­

tional people - Jews and .Arabs a.like - and on a higher standard of living. Let us 

therefore bo done with such doubts and the argnmon ts based upon them. 

11.Armed with the findings of our scientists and the plans of our engineers, 

let the statesmen and diplomats approach the question of Palestine ls political 

future, with a ner, confidence and determination. Let them establish on the ancient 

mountains of Judaea a New Republic, a new Commonwealth, the third Hebrew CoIIlli1on­

wealth, modelled upon our own Republic, modern, prc.gressive, democratic, dedicated 

to ju.stice 1 to peace and the brotherhCJod of man. 11 

~1~P_T_S FROM ADDRZSS BY SEN.A.TOR :BREWSTER 

11 As a foremost wo:;:ld power, bearing a corresponding responsibility for tho 

future peace of the world~ TIC n1·e vi tru.ly concerned foi· the security and stability 

of the Near East ru.1d its place in a democratic world order. Too long has tho Near 

East been the breeding ground of international tensions and conflicts. We should, 

hereafter, be interested not merely in the exploitation of its resources, but in 

Imore) 



building up ita ihternal strength and in promoting the growth of a dezoocrntio 

sooiity Afld ihe building of a democratic civilization. We h,we no bettel'" means o.t 

htlnd. to further these ends thnn by encouraging the further rapid developmont of 

l>aJ.eEitine. In a large measure, Palestine is today tho pace-m..'lker of v1ostorn dOllDw 

cro.tic civillzc..tion in tho Near Ec.nt. 

11 It is the oxpcri.mont stn.titint the testing ground, tho pilot plnnt, whei·c 

courageous men .:1.Ud ,mmen - Jewish settlers and pioneers - are cbily 'lf';orking out 

methods and tcclmiquos, by nhich thn.t ,-,hole vast and neglected area mn.y be re .. 

hn.bili tated, 1·ct:cievcd from tho d.osort, and reclnimed for civilization, Alread;r 

the Neer East is profiting by their exrunple. 

"Therein, to my mind, lies the tremendous significance of Dr, Lo,,dermilk 1; 

contribution. As Senator Wagner nnd other speakers have told you, this plon, rrhich 

Dr. Lowdermilk -calls the 'Jordan Volley Authority•' envisages n series of grent 

engineering projects, 1710delled 01. our O\m roclamn.tion o.chiovoments in tho sou.th .::.md 

in tho nest ... the- Grand Coulee• tho T. V.A •• Boulder Dom, and tho 1·ost. Ho would 
, I 

divert the wo.tors of tho 1ordon, its tri'butnrios nnd other streams into n vast 

network of irrigc..tion crurus; ho would ca.use tho wa.tor of tho Modi torra.noo.n to flow 

into the Dead Sea1 generating hundreds of thousands of kilowatts of electrical 

energy. He would thus revolutionize both the agricultural a.11d industrial econC'rey 

of the country, making room for additicnal millfons of population. Palestine, 

though smal1, can become great again and help tho whole Near Ea.st recover some of 

its former greatness. 

11 It is n. br·illiant conception. It is n noble c::mception. It is a conception 

worthy of the best that American saience and tec1mo].ogy has to offer to the ~orld. 

I run thrilled o.nd proud that this prcgrnm for the rehabilitation of Pnlestine, hns 

come frCJm .America• and that those eng-1.neering studie.& and projects arc the handiwork 

of .Aznqicnn sa4,antists and engineers. It 

--- ... -~ 
(more~ 



m::c;EBPTS FRO,M ApDR"E:SS BY EUANUEL ID..1JiviANN 

"Because of the urgency, the Commission on Palestine Surveys will accelerate 

its work and the work of its experts so that final reports may be complete within 

six months. They will be placed at the disposal of Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President 

of the Jewish A6ency for Palestin~ and by him submitted for the consideration of 

the appropriate official and unofficial bodies concerned with the future of Pales-

tine. 

11 The Conunission r-,ill thus have completed its labors, for it is not chru.-ged 

with actual i mplementation. But we do not feel absolv ed from including within the 

scope of our study such all-important practical questions as that of the costs and 

the eventual financing of the projects. The total capital that will be required 

over a period of years may be largo, perhaps $150,000,000 - perhaps $200,000,000, 

but not too large a price for th~ reclamation of a country and the rehabilitation 

of a people. 

11 As to the source of sucll ca.pi tal 1 my personal opinion - and it is only a 

personal opinion - has already been quoted to the effect that it can be provided 

through the cooperation of 

(a) The Government of Palestine 

(b) Jewish organizations 

(c) Private investment capital, and 

(d) By ere di ts based upon Jewish property looted by the 
Nazis, for which Germany should make some 1·esti tu tion. 

11 May I point out that the property thus looted from millions of European 

Jews is estimated to run into tho billions. Iv.iany, probn:bly most, of the owners 

will have disappeared - liquidated - without a trace 1 leaving no heirs. Shall 

their dcspoiler.s be left in pcA:ccful possession of tho loot? There were about 

l,000,000 Jews in Germany and Austn.a alone before the war; very few of them will 

be alive. But what of their personal and illl1l:JO~able · property1 Wh~i of the land~ the 

buildings, the factories they once ovmed - the product of generations of savings, 

(more) 



toil and industry? Shall not this property, which can be traced and identi!ied, 

be constitutod as a trust fund and used for rehabilitating and resettling the sur­

v-iving victims of Nazi crimes? 

11 It will be noted that I um not speaking of reparations but of restitution 

of stolon goods. There can be no reparation for those and other millions of human 

lives, no adequate reparation for crimes so vast and so monstrous. :Bu.ta measure 

of restitution can be effected. 

"I would, thereforet visualize two steps: 

11 :First: Setting up a Restitution Commission to study the question in all its 

aspects, to gather all relevant information, to map out a program of restitution. 

11 Second: Setting up, under United Nations auspice st of a Rehabilitation and 

Resettlement Trust as the financial instrument for effectuating these plnns. The 

Trust should take over and administer all such looted property, to be gradually 

liquidated over a period of years and tho proceeds to be used for the purposes 

described. Once such a Trust is established provision can bo made for temporary 

credits, secured by its holdings, so that the programs of rehabilitation and re­

settlement might go forward." 

5/24/44 
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Mr. Lout · Liptlq 
386 wrih Avenuo 

ew York, Nn York 

Uy deal' fri ndt 

I am nu;;iG.ua to ee pJ"Ogre mad en th vol . ot 
Congre sional ()})inion en Pale ti.a• and Amertoa 1 & relationship 
to be Jewt l tiori 1 liome. 'The moet of ,a._ work o()an@ted 
1ith ~a~ering th~ opinion of Congres ea bat b en don and the 

Nest ot, th$ cork 18 bei~ f ll ed up a.ggl'les~iyely. It ought 
to · in in \wo ,r eke.. ht \b New York o fie , the hi torical 
aclfSl'OU.nfl dQcwneni • ~ 1• to be draft d i the aid of 

ou.r Research Department .. I twit that this work i being rushed 
to complet1on. 

!.bi volll1¥le tm<Jt'll,.d b♦ 9u.t eometi in J~q beca.use v 
a.;re plannin& to make tl maJo.r U\OVO %'Of' the action Oil OU lle:stl\l,o,> 
tion som t.tme in gu.$t or rl1 in Sep\amber.. fl .hould 
w&nt t pb,ee thi wlume in ,lt :n4 of ever, Oongre er•a and. 
Sen&toJ' by 1h end of JuJ.1.. 1 $h~uld. be vecy BaP'.P1' I<> hear 
fro you e.& to ta prQgl"e · s- •hloh 7ou. J'& making in this dir cUo~. 

W1 \h aJ.l e;ood wishee-a I remai.a 

Mo t cordi&l.17 yours, 

l);r. Alib&; PJ.ll,el Silver 

(dictated but not sie?;Iled) 



Mr. Herman Shulmaa 
39 :Broadway 
N York, $V York 

y d~r Mr, Slm.~$ 

l t ~\ that. our Conference in \fashitlstoa was eminently euecess:f'u.l, 
and the meetiflt! l.tt.o t even in& htld a:. r l lift and qUB.U ty to 1 t . l beli Ye 
that th otf:L.ei l -e0lllfflla1 t7 a\ Via h.ington ie oomi~ to $n'te.rtaln an .a:tt1tu4f.} 
ot tcs, ct for out cause and the ma:nn r of Ol.W pre&entatton of it to th­
pul'>Ue~ 

I am happy that we llav .finally ueceed d in getting Executive 
Dir otor for tb.e A1 e:ri Pale tine Comm! ttee" Ae l u.nd n~ it, 
ill ta.l"' u.p his ot·rte1a1 duti th~ fir t of the comi,~ i onth. 

I shottlu like th pre nt co.'ilmittee to conclude th~ , tter of the rs-
la~ionli:hip 'bet th &l"ge-ne, Council -. ux·. Goldnmn.. ~is natter 
should not s lef~ hanging in the a r. ~e11ous compli tion$ mi~;_u, develop 
which wou.ld emb-a.rr se· ow.r work h re in Washington. 5:Ae ba.sh ot an a.gr .,. 
ment 1e a. ery lmple one, ~e, ini tiattve in deeio.ing wba.t contacts snould 

e le an with w-hom, in go ernmettt circlee. mu.1 be left Uh t.h: r... 
€8UCJ' Col'.Mdttee.. DJ;,. Goldma.lt, will. of cour~a, be '1& d :t:requently on ueh 

1 &ion a often · a .ni"' preeette will be doem-ed helpful. The Bureau o£ 
tbe gency mll be fl'te to initiate whatever ctivit1e$ he dei:l!lls . ne<.!es ry 
wt th oou.ntr:tes Quteide of the United Sta tee, but l.l <:Qnta.ott! with Unit d 
Stat a Governwmt f:fioiale and the- l3ri tish iinl.kis y mu.st first 'be oleaJ>ed 
through t Z1 oni t »uwgeM, Cou.nci 1. 

l would also appreoia.te 1£ you "U.l.d dxa:ft, pes-l:iap in c nt'l1l.tat1 n 
wi tb one or t o otaex- people, t 0 kind of a plQnk which w~ o- ld lik t@ 

e written i~to the platforms. ot hoih palitlea.l parUe • Txie plaw 
hould lie 'br1tfi no more than singl patagr&ph of toui, 011 five senten.ees • 

.As soon as you MYe that d:t'afta would you please esnd it down to me. f 
would sug6 eet thttt you look gver 'the political platfo.rme of previous yea.re 
and stu.dy the chai--~ter of the plank in\ od.uced in them with refers to 
th~ lrish Free Sta e, etc. These pJ,.a.tfo ~re av il~ble in oiu- offie in 
'N' w 'ft">rk,. A etudy of them Ms been made by o~ Beacarch Department,. 

1th 11 good W1 ah · • I remain 

A.RS1sbr 

( die ted but not igned) 
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(Based on information furnished by secretary of the Committee) 

The National Labor Committee for Palestine (also known as the Gewerk­
shaften Otunpaign) was organized in 1923 upon the 1n1tiat1ve of the United Hebrew 
Trades of New York City. Its :purpose 'is to mobilize American support for the work 
of the General Federation of Jewish Labor (H.tstad.rut Haovdim) in Palestine. In 
cooperation with a network of Jewish unions, the Jewish National Workers' Alliance 
and many branches of the Workmen's Circle, Poale Zion groups, youth groups and 
landsmanshaften, the Committee conducts an annual fund-raising campaign on behalf 
of the Histadrut. 

Structure and Function 

The Committee's highest governing body 1s the annual convention composed 
of delegates of the cooperating organizations. In 1943, some 1,000 national and 
local organizations were represented. The convention elects a National Governing 
Council of 250 members, who meet quarterly, and an Administrative Committee of 25 
(m0st of wham are New York residents) which supervises the Committee's administra­
tive work. The Committee's staff comprises the national secretary, a national 
organizer who supervises a corps of regional organizers, and a fund-raising staff 
which conducts the New York Clty campaign. Outside New York, funds are raised by 
local committees consisting of representatives from the local branches of cooper­
ating organizations. 

The basic policy of the National Labor Committee 1a to conduct independent 
campaigns. A local committee may, however, subject to the approval of the national 
office, forego an independent appeal 1n favor of participating in the community 
welfare fund. With the aid of the national office, which supplies speakers, liter­
&ture, etc., local committees organ1~e mass meetings and regional conventions. Their 
aim le to secure not only financial, but also moral support and interest in the cause 
of Jewish labor as a constructive factor in the building of a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine. 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS 

NATIONAL OFFICE: 165 WEST 46th STREET • NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 



" 
Finances 

2. 

During the five-year period 1938-1942, collections by the National Labor 
Committee more than doubled. In the fiscal year ended September 30, 1943, collec­
tions by the Committee, as distinct from those of the Pioneer Women's Organization, 
amounted to nea,rly $687,000, an increase of more than $200,000 over the preceding 
year. Thia increase was attributable principally to the independent campaigns both 
in New York and elsewhere; the rise in welfare fUnd grants was much smaller, both 
in dollars and percentagew1se (see table at end of report). For the current fiscal 
year - ending September 30, 1944 - the c~mpaign goal of the National Labor Committee 
1s $1,500,000 as compared with $1,000,000 for 1942-43. 

Administrative expense in 1942-43 was about $131,400, some 19 percent of 
the collections. This level of cost is rather high 1f all of it is to be charged 
to fund-raising. It is to be noted, however, that the coat of propaganda activities 
on behalf of the Histadrut ia included in the total above and that all but 20 percent 
of the collections are received from independent campaigns. The 19 percent coat in 
1942-43 represents a reduction from the 24 percent ratio in 1941-42. 

Histadrut Haovdim 

The net proceeds of the National Labor Committee campaigns are remitted to 
the Histadrut in Palestine. The Hlstadrut was founded in 1920 for the purpose of 
"advancing all the social, economic, and cultural interests of the working class in 
Palestine and of building a Jewish society of labor in Eretz lsrael." From an 
i nitial membership of 4,400, it has grown to an organization numbering about 139,000 
members in 1943, comprising approximately 73 percent of all Jewish labor in Palestine. 
This figure includes not only wage and salary workers, but also persons self-employed 
i.n agricihture and in the professions as well as some wives of members. In addition 
to its purely trade union functions, the Histadrut has developed a many-aided 
program of social assistance (sickness, invalidity, old age and unemployment), 
educational and cultural activities, pioneer mass immigration, agricultural and 
industrial labor cooperatives, housing, public works, and defense and mobilization 
for Palestine's war effort. It has also come to play an increasingly important role 
in the political and civic affairs of the country. (A detailed study of the Hiatadrut 
is now in preparation by the Council; when issued it should be consulted In connectior 
with this report.) 

During the early years, the program of the Histadrut was supported mainly 
by funds raised in the United States. S lnce 1930, however, the Hlstadrut has 
financed its organizational needs, social service program, and a major share of its 
cultural and educational activities through membership dues and earnings. The funds 
received through the National Labor Committee have been used chiefly for its broader 
economic and social programs, connected with immigration, settlement, defense and 
war mobilization, , These activities are part of the general effort for the develop­
ment of Palestine 'and increasing its absorptive capacity; the financial contributions 
made to this effort by and through the Histadrut ls relatively minor when compared 
with the amounts made available through the Jewish Agency and the Jewish National 
Fund. In the fiscal year ended September 30, 1941, income from membership dues and 
earnings amounted to $1,145,000, as compared with some $375,000 received from 
and through the National Labor Committee. In the fiscal year 1941-42, income from 
membership dues was $2,020,000, as compared with $441,000 received through the 
National Labor Committee. Complete figures covering the receipts of the Histadrut 
for 1942-43 are not available. 



American funds for the Histad.rut are obtained alao through the Pioneer 
Women's Organization (see separate report) which campaigns on behalf of the Council 
of Working Women. Thie Council is an organization of all women members (including 
members' wives) of the Histadrut and is, among other things, responsible for a 
program of training and settlement for immigrant girls and women, an integral part 
of the Histad.rut program. The fioneer Women's funds are included in the total 
transmitted to Palestine through the National Labor Committee. 

Histad.rut Programs Financed with American Funds 

Agricultural Colonization has received primary emphasis in the Histad.rut 
program of building a labor commonwealth. In 1941, 134 agricultural settlements, 
with a population of 40,000 - of a total of 236 such settlements - were affiliated 
with the Hiatad.rut; these settlements were operated on either a collective or 
cooperative basis. By the end of 1943 the number of such labor settlements was 171. 
The Histadrut policy has been to emphasize mixed rather than one-crop farming -
cereal, vegetable, dairy and poultry products rather than citrus fruit or viticulture. 
The labor settlements lease land at a nominal rental from the Jewish National Fund, 
and to a smaller extent use land owned by the Palestine Jewish Colonization Society 
(the Palestine ICA). While the basic funds are provided initially by the Palestine 
Foundation Fund (fiscal instrument of the Jewish Agency), the Histadrut has sup­
plied, through its cooperative agricultural finance association Nir, medium term 
credit for irrigation syate~s, water supply, tools and machinery, seed, feed, and 
the like. The Nir has also made long-term loans to the new settlements in the un­
developed and strategically situated areas such as the Negev and Galilee. In war 
time Nir financing has also been used for auxiliary vegetable gardens as part of 
the emergency food production program. 

Immigration - The Histadrut program includes the training of pioneers for 
labor settlements and their absorption into colonies and cooperatives. Pioneers 
are prepared for immigration through Hechalutz, a world-wide organization affiliated 
as an autonomous body with the Histadrut. In the United States, Hechalutz training 
farms are beneficiaries of the American Fund for l'alestinian Institutions, while 
branches in other countries receive financial assistance from the Histadrut, Jewish 
Agency and Joint Distribution Committee. Within Palestine, Histadrut erects labor 
camps and other facilities for the housing of immigrants pending their placement 
in agricultural colonies or industrial employment. 

Coo eratives and Industrial Enter rises - All Histadrut members a.re ipso 
facto members of the Hevrat Haovdim General Cooperative Association of Jewish Labor) 
the holding company for a network of producers, marketing, credit and consumer co­
operatives. The Histadrut has also been developing a program of cooperative housing 
in urban and suburban settlements. In recent years it has entered more actively into 
the industrial life of Palestine. It is stated that the number of workers engaged 
in industrial enterprises directly .operated by the Histadrut has grown sevenfold in 
the past three years, and that 244 factories and workshops were operated by the 
Histadrut in 1943. Of them, 177 are locat~d in agricultura.l settlements, and 
specialize in agricultural implements, produced both for internal use and for export. 

With the help 01 American funds, the Histadrut has also organized the 
following companies: Solel Boneh, engaged in contract construction; Nachshon, 
organized in 1937 for the purpose of developing the shipbuilding, shipping and fish­
ing industries, and tra1ning workers for them; Aviron (operated J.n conjunction with 
the Jewish Agency), engaged in airplane production and training aviators; and Hasaneh 
an insurance cooperat.tve. 



4. 

Defense and Mobilization - During the war period, a substantial portion of 
American funds have been used by the Histadrut in defense and mobilization programs. 
Major emphasis has been placed on the voluntary recruiting of men and women for the 
armed forces, defense industries and civilian defense duties, 

Dislocations resulting from the war effort have been met through special 
assistance to families in the form of low-cost foodstuffs, free mudical service, 
and child care, During the past year, new activities in the form of housing, medical 
care and retraining were undertaken on beha.lf of returning soldiers invalided by the 
war. Some work has also been done in training instructors for "rescue legions" to 
be dispatched to liberated territory in Europe, 

Arab Jewish Relations - In 1929, the Histad.rut established a confederation 
of Jewish Arab labor known as the Palestine Labor League, under whose auspices a 
relatively small number of Arab workers have been organized into either Arab or 
mixed Jewish-Arab Unions. All mombers of the League participate in the Hista.dru.t 
sick fund. During the war period, emphasis ~a·s been pla.ced on improving the wage 
standards of la.rge numbers of Arab workers employed on Government projects. The 
Hista.drut has, since 1937, published an Arab newspaper with the aid of American funds 

Other Activities - Social, cultural and educational activities in cities, 
pioneering settlements and war and defense camps, including general and vocational 
schools, youth programs, sports organizations, theatres, publications, lectures, etc 
form an important section of the Hlstadrut program. 

Utilization of American Funds in 1942-43 - In the year ended September 30, 
1943 , the National Labor Conrrnittee remitted to Palestine $681,742. In the same 
period the Elstad.rut received $7,268 in foreign funds from countries other than the 
United States and Canada, A statement received from Palestine accounts for the 
disposition of $665,562, substantially all of the above amounts, excluding only 
LP 6000, credited on the Histad.rut books in October 1943. The disposition as shown 
in the Palestine report is as follows: 

Invosted in shares of Nlr and directly in agricultural 
colonization and emergency food production 

Invested in buildings for schools, gymnasia, theatres, 
etc. and other capital investments for urban and 
suburban settlements 

Spent for mobilization, ''USO'' activities, assistance 
to families of soldiers and other war activities 

Spent for reception of immigrants, activities of 
working women, labor hygiene and protection, 
organization of Arab workers 

Spent for education, vocational training and cultural 
acttvities primarily among the youth 

Spent for Histad.rut representation and propaganda 
abroad (incl.for Hechalutz) 

Suspense items 

TOTAL 

$197,910 • 

146,488 

113,029 

108,007 

87,771 

10,377 
lz980 

$665,562 
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Officers of the National Labor Committee 

National Chairman: 

Co-Chairmen: 

Joseph Schlossberg 

Joseph Breslau 
Israel H. Goldberg 
Louis Hollander 
Alexander Kahn 
David Pinski 

Alex Rose 

Chairman, Administrative 
Connnittee: Isidore Nagler 

National Treasurers: Max Zaritsky 
Abraham Miller 

National Secretary: Isaac Hamlin 

Associate Secretaries: Harry Arial 
Benjamin Teller 

Assistant Secretary : Saadia Gelb 

CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
(Baaed on certified financial report) 

CASH RECEIPTS 
Contributions 

From federations and welfare funds 
New York campaign 
Other independent appeals 

From Pioneer Women's Organization 
Miscellaneous 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Transmitted to Palestine 
Administration,promotion and 

fund-raising 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL 

12 Months 
Oct.1942-
Sept.1943 

$ 136,059 
185,818 
364,868 
130,500 

4,291 

$ 681,742 

131,404 
3,922 

TOTAL $ 817,068 

Dvora Rothbard 
Louis Segal 
Herman Seidel 
David Wertheim 
William Wolpert 

13 Months 
Sept.1941-
Sept.1942 

$ 115,618 
101,706 
264,222 
89,547 

$ 571,093 

$441,068 

117,243 
7,299 

$ 565,610 



Honorable Edward R. Stettinius 
Under-Secretary of State 
1'i ashing ton, D • C • 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
R.e.~1hi't.Q 

V -};,._ "1- We need h~rdly tell you how deeply gratified we 
t, IM.R..t ~~ ~ were over that which you told us with respect to the general 
6JJ:l S 'f.,:/4 situation'-In- Euro~ancl, more especially, with regard to what 

\f~v you evidently feel are the justified hopes for the rightful 
v7 Wt S' solution of ·the Zionist problem. Your word to us was imeed 

C1-'l\_ fl~~ most heartening, and we shall look forward with high anticipation 
v to mid-August, wh n we may hope to resume the discussion of 

the subject with you and the President. 

The outlines of the situation, as you put them to us, were 
admorable, but we are concerned lest th~ be predicuted upon Partition. 
Palestine partit oned would be a further fragmentation of a small__,,. 
country - about 10,000 square miles in all - as compared w· ' 
the million square miles of the _ _:"rab territorial complex. We take 
it for granted that you and the Presiden wi ee as we are told Mr. 
Churchill feels, - inhospitable to the idea of further partitioning, 
~is ing ine _ whic!'i since 1919 has :»■cc11u1t_ .... been of 
Trans. 0 an . making it ~possible for71ie".Land to carry t~ 

"burden o o ving problem. :,:;---.. -~ 

...,,Ji 1• '""" , J "e: re, d •1ar llr. Secretary, with warmest regard, 

Faithfully yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 

Stephen S. Wise 



Rabbi Leon I. Feuer 
American Zionist Elle ency Council 
1720 - 16th Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

t.ay dear Leont 

Jwie 2, 1944 

I understand t.l-iat George Creel called on y011 
1th reference to an article •,'lhich he uld like to write 

in Collier's about the Bargson l.,>TOU:). I do not t ink that 
the subject is of sufficient importance to rL-te an article 
1n a non-Jewish magazine of such large circuL .. tion. It 
will give too much prominence to · 0 rou.p. 

On th other hand, it would be ghly desirable 
r or Ur. Creel to write a stra13ht Zionist article presenting 
our case to the .a.J83ricau public. He might use t e Jordan 
Valley idea and Dr. Lowrlerailk as a starting ,oint for such 
an article. In the :English magazines, it is far more important 
to present the positive side of our case bs?l to inform the 
non-Jenab world of inner fights among Je..-s. 

I hope that you are making rapid progress in 
collecting congressional copinions for our book. Please 
keep in touch with Jlr. Lipsky and Dr. B ... rkson of our 
Research Departme1,1t·and check up on the progress oft eir 
end of ti e work. 

With all good ishes, I remain 

Aa ever yours, 

AHSd~ 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER 

342 MADISON AVENUE, ' N 

COUNCIL 

To 

From 

■-----

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio 

Date June 2, 1944 

Arthur Lourie 

In accordance with your request I enclose a brief memorandum on 

the immigration poeition, for consideration at Monday's meeting of 

the Council. 

AL:CK 
Enc. 



The Palestine White Paper and the Present Position 
in Rege.rd to Jewish Immi_p;ration. 

l. The White Psper provided for an annual quota of 10.000 immi­

grants for the five yee:r period from April, 1939, subject to the eco­

nomic absorptive capacity principle; in addition 25,000 refugees were 

to be admitted as soon as the High Commissioner was satisfied that 

adequa.te provision for their .mainten8.nce was ensured. 

2. In prectice the British Government made no distinction in the 

immigration quotas allocated from time to time between ''refugee" and 

other immigrants. Thus in the letter of the Under-Secretary of State 

for the Colonies to Mr. Shertok in London, dated April 5, 1944, a state­

ment of the immigration account is given which makes no distinction be­

tween the different categories of immigrants. 

3. In terms of the Under-Secretary's letter, the balance of Jewish 

immigrants who could still enter Palestine as of January 1, 1944 against 

the figure of 75,000 was about 27,600. Assuming that some three or four 

thousand immigrants have entered since that da.te, the present balance 

would be about 24,000. 

4. In the course of Y.r. Shertok1s conversations with the Under­

Secretary he was informed. th!l.t it was proposed to use the balance of these 

certificates p.lmost exclusivel.7 for fugitives from ene!TW' countries and 

that applica.tions for would .. be• innnigran.ts from 11safe 11 countries would be 

considered only in respect of each individual applicant -- that is to s~ 

no block grant would be made available for such prospective immigrants. 



r-

Representations by Mr. Shertok in opposition to this ruling apparently 

succeeded in achieving only very minor rnodifie!!.tions. 

5. In accordance with a cablegram from Dr. Bernard Joseph, dated 

April 18, 1944, to this office, the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem cabled 

London that they regarded the decision of the Colonial Office as mean­

ing the virtual cessation of immigration from non-Nazi countries and 

that it was necessary urgently to obtain at least s.ooo certificates for 

refugees in Italy, Spain, Aden, Tangiers, Casablanca, and Turkey. 

6. Confidential information received from the War Refugee Board 

indicates that the British have now agreed to make available certifi­

cates for all Jews reaching Turkey; the numbers at present arriving, 

however, are small. On the other hand there seems to be some possibility 

of rescuing Jews from Hungary by bringing them via Yugoslavia to southern 

Ital.y. The trouble here, however, is that there is already considerable 

refugee congestion and it would be necessary to remove sa:y five thousand 

Jews in order to get the military authorities to agree to tbe entry of 

additional numbers from Yugoslavia In any substantial scale. The failure 

of the British to make available Palestine certificates for these ref-u,.. 

gees at present in Italy is accordingly preventing the rescue of others. 

This situation accounts in pa.rt for the desire of the War Refugee :Boa.rd 

to put through the idea of "free ports" so as to be in a. position to drain 

off refugees from the immediate reception E:reas. 

7. Following the receipt on April 26th of Dr. Bernard Joseph's cable 

of April 18th, a cable was sent him from this office enquiring as to 

whether S'l1Y action was called for on our part at this tii:oo. Dr. Joseph 

replied merely that the cable had been sent us for the infornw.tion of the 



Emergency Council. In view of the additional information received 

from the War Refugee :Board, however, the question should be considered 
,row 

as to whether publicity shou1d notLbe given to the whole matter. 

AL:CK 
6/2/44 
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JEWISH FEDERATIONS ASSEMBLY OPENS TODAY TO DISCUSS WAR PROBLEMS AND FOST-WAR PLANNING 

PITTSBURGH, Pa. Feb, 3• (JTA) •• More than 600 leaders of Jewish conmunitiee 
from all parte of the country gathered here today to discuss American Jewish war prob­
lems and vital post.-wai- needs at the General Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federa­
tions and Welfare Funds which opens tomorrow at the William Penn Hotel. 

The Assembly~ which will last four days. will open with group discussions on 
war and post-wnr planning, fund-raising problems, Jewish community organization and 
civic•protective services. It is the leading forum at which Jewish coJnmunity leaders 
exchange ideas and experience, devel~p policy. and stimulate notion on problema con­
cerning Jewish social services and community financing agencies. 

Among other questions• the ·Assembly will discuss the problem or ~nti•Semitism 
in America. "Anti-Semitism has not decreased," says a statement published by the 
Council on the eve of the opening of the Assembly. "Thoughtful AJnerican Jews e.re seek• 
ing more effective machinery fo~ combatting it. In thia area• not only the national 
civic-protective agencies, but the local communities as well are involved. In fact• 
the local community's role hns been increasing during the last few years to a degree 
that wnrranta examination today of the structure and procedures being developed." 

The statement also points out that the tide ot Wfl.T having turned inexorably 
in ·favor of the United Nations, "it is imperative that we take up the question or re­
lief and reconstruction in reconquered nrens, and specifically the role of the private 
agencies in relationship to government programs. Long-term rehabilitation in addition 
to _imm~diate relier, must ·be developed." 

CHURCHILL PERMITS ZIONISTS TO ANNOUNCE HE STILL FAVORS JEWISH HOMELAND IN PALESTINE 

· WASHINGTON, Feb. :s. : (JT~f-~ FZ"i~·. 14niater Winston Churobill, after a 
recent interview with Zionist leaders, gnve them permission to quote him· as still 
favoring the _Baltour Decle.ration which provides for the establishment of a Jewish 
National H<>me ·in Palestine; ·rr. Abba Hillel Silver. chairman of the Americnn Zionist 
Emergency Council revealed here today. 

Dr. ·silver made this ~disolosure at a press luncheon at which it was learned 
' that the House Foreign Affairs Committee would begin open hearings next Tuesday on 
' the resolution pending in congress favoring free immigration into Palestine n~d the 
establishment of a Jewish commonwealth there. Dr. Silver said he·antioipated no 
organized opposition to the resolution in either house of congress. 

D~. Silver also disclosed that•he had visited the Turkish embassy in washing• 
ton in an effort to increase the number of Jews permitted to pass through Turkey on 
their way to Palestine. This number is now limited to 400 a month, he said• He .. attri­
buted British opposition to the establishment of a Jewish ccmmonwealth to a group of 
officials within th~ British civil service• and predicted that a ohange in British 
polioy would soon come• Be _pointed out that seoretanr. of State Cordell Hull .had 
expressed himself publicly ae supporting the position ~r the United 6tatee in favor 
or t he Balfour Declaration. 



~ J.T.A. NEWS 

\ 
PALESTINE RESOLUTION ISSUE RAISED BEFORE HOUSE; FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CRITICIZED 

WASHINGTON, Me.rch 14. (JTA) -- The question of action by Congress on the 
Palestine resolution, which has been shelved by the House Foreign Affairs committee 
and by the senate Foreign Relations Committee, came up for discussioh today tn 
the House, wha~ Rep. Samuel Dickstein of New York announced that he intends t~ file 
a petition to bring the resolution before the House, unless the Foreign Affai~s Com­
mittee nets on the measure by the end of next week. The signatures of 218 Congressmen 
nre required to discharge a committee from consideration of a bill. 

Diecussion on the Palestine resolution stnrted when Rep. Martin J. Kennedy, 
of ~ew York, raised the question of whether it would be parliamentary procedure to 
file a discharge petition. Explnining that such a procedure was permissible, Rep. 
Dickstein so.id: 

"All members. of the House were hoping and waiting for an opportunity to support 
the resolution which would persuade the British Government - just the guardian for 
Palestine - to open its doors to the many thousands who could easily get there. But 
we hear today around the capitol and other places that the Wagner and Wright Resolu­
tions have been tabled in committee." 

congressmen Suggest Omission of "Commonwealth" from Resolution 

A suggestion that the word 11 commonwealth" be omitted from the Palestine 
resolution was voiced during today's discussion by Rep. Hamilton Fish, and supp~rted 
by Rep. Emanuel Celler. 

"Are the congressmen just going to make speeches and let it go at that, or 
are we going to strive to get action from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, even if 
it is necessary to c.mend the original proposal?" Rep. Fish asked. 11 1 have an idea 
that if this thing were put in proper form, tho.tis, in a form which we could come out 
nnd repudiate the White Pe.per and uphold the Balfour Resolution upcn which Congress 
has voted unanimously, we could get notion. What I am interested in is action to 
permit those hounded and persecuted Jews to find a haven, a refuge, a homeland in 
Po.lEstine." 

Rep, Emanuel celler., in supporting the suggestion to amend the resolution 
by striking out e.11 references to the establishment of a commonwealth., said: 11 lf we 
can get that resolution past the House Foreign Affairs Committee without the use of 
the word •commonwealth,' I certainly would be for that proposal. If we get that 
resolution through and thereby needle and spur England into withdrawing the White Paper 
and allowing the entrance of Jews into Palestine, even for temporary purposes, we will 
be going a great long wo.y, 11 

Rep, Ed Rowe, of Ohio., opposed such c.n amendment saying that it was ·'impossible 
to 11 modify" the correction of a wrong. he said that the complaints from Arab go~ern­
ments seemed to be the complaints of "some international politicians., particularly 
those interested in Empire rights•" 

In answer to questions from Rep, 1_nralter F. Brehm, of Ohio, e.nd James F• 
O'Connor, of Montana, Celler charged that England was afraid of the competition that 
would be offered by a Palestine industrialized by the Jews, 

JEv\~SH DETECTIVE ASSASSINATED NE.AR TEL AVIV BY UNKNOWN TERRORIST 

JERUSALEM, March 14. (J-TA) -- A Jewish plainclothesman, Z""t'"ee Jacob Flesh, 
was shot to death todc.y in front of his home in the settlement of Re.me.th Gnn near Tel 
Aviv. An unknown assassin fired five bullets into Fleshts body. The policeman, who 
was 25, wp.s brought to Pe.l€stine from Germe.nyten years ago by the Youth Aliyah. 



April 11, 1944 

CONFIDENTIAL MEJ,l)RAWDUM TO WRITERS' WAR :SOARD 

(This memora.nd:m has Just been received from an eminent American 
writer recentl7 returned from the Middle East. It does not st~te 
the position of the Writers' War Board on Zionism, for the Writers• 
War !o&rd has taken no position on that question. It is sent for 
your information and consideration.) 

Confusion and prejudice to the good purposes we hope to serve in this 
war are being caused b7 the presente.tion given the problems of Zionism 
Palestine and tbe Jewish refugees by the American press and public fi~es. 
Mass meetings are held, statements are ma.de, en agitation is steadil7 car­
ried on, the general aim of which 1s to muddle all these questions up to­
gether and deliver them in one ultra.-simple solution; open Palestine to the 
Jewish refugees. When the British government which is responsible for tbe 
preservation of order in the Middle East refuses to adopt this solution, it 
1s vilified; when it is clear that Palestine i~ not going to be opened up, 
at least at this moment, responsible authorit7 declares the,t "Europe and 
A.Bia" must do so. "Europe and Asia" -- large areas, most of which we do not 
control -- but not .America. 

The general impression given of America's mind and intentions b7 all 
this is bed. The .Americans are not such ~ocrites as our public figures 
make us out to be. le prefer clarity if n C8JI get it. Clarity would demand 
at the outset a separation of these two dlstince questions: 

(1) Palestine Zionism, which aims at the creatio11 of a Jewish state in 
the .A.rab world, with more or less floating or progre2sive frontiers depem­
ing on how ~ colonists can be p1J!1Ped in; 

(2) The Jewish refugees of eastern Europe, a persecuted and unha.pp7 
product of the lfazi tyr01U17, whom it is our most obvious duty to help into 
cond.i tions where life and some hope IDaT be possible. 

These two questions J1111St be seen to be of quite different orders. The 
first is political and the second humanitarian. :By stirring up .American 
feelin& on the second question, and applying the heat thus engendered to the 
first question, the Zionists are executing a simple political manoeuvre to 
forward the long-range purposes the7 have in mind, without regard to our war 
necessities, the present situation in the lf:l.ddle East, or even~- it D111St be 
said -- for the true interest of the bulk of the Jewish refugees in eastern 
Europe. Four million Jevvish refugees could not possibl7 get into Palestine 
within a decade, no me.tter how mu.ch reclamation and irrigation and cepital 
support might be applied to the problem. Most of them .!!ml!, go elsewhere. 
Therefore •h1' the agitation about Palestine? 

At a moment when our intentions are being scrutinized and questioned 
b7 the anxious peoples of the whole world, to whom we pose as liberators and 
to whom we have promised four almost limitless freedoms, it is moat unfor­
tunate that we offer nothing whatever on the Jewish question except propoeals 
to dodge it. The question is: are we trul,- disposed to help the Jewish 



... 

refugees? If so, why do we not admit them to the United States of America 
and ask our allies in the :British Comnonwealth of lations, where there are 
vast uninhabited territories, to do likewise? 

And if we are unwilliDg to do this, wey do we tslce a high moral atti­
tude towards the British, the .Arabs and Palestine? 

le are asking the whole rest of the world ( 11Europe and .Asia•) to do 
what we will not ourselves do. .And •e are perhaps the only people in the 
world who could reall7 deal with tbe problem if we wished. 

Kuch of the confusion is ca.used 'b7 the desire of certain senators and 
representatives to obtain votes; much is caused b7 organized propa&e,nd.a; 
mach b7 carelessness and ordina17 mddle-headedness. However, some of us 
feel the.t s.n opposing point of view should be at least stated, so that it 
will not be idl7 supposed, by people who have thought little about this 
problem, that Zionism is the onl.7 or even the best solution. To some of us 
it seems no solution at all, but merei,- an aggravation. of the evil. 

It is quite impossible to argue with a convinced Zionist, either Jewish 
or non-Jewish - that is, with a person who has alread.7 ma.de up his mind that 
a Jewish state in the .Arab world is right, will solve the Jewish problem, will 
he.ve good results and conduce to peace and good will. !hose who hold this 
belief will continue to hold it in spite of sq event, circumstance or condi­
tion. :But they should not impose upon the whole of .American public opinion 
a completel.7 one-ei~ed view of such an immense moral problem. Other points 
of view should be stated • .Americans should fe.ce the fact that the Jewish 
problem bas become an .American problem because we have posed before the whole 
world as the champion of the Jews and have in point of fact done nothing what­
ever to help the moat tragic sufferers from the hell of Nazi Europe. 



DANIEL FRISCH 
INVESTMENTS 

FIVE HUNDRED TWELVE INSURANCE BUILDING 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

LINCOLN 6569 

June 5, 1944 

Abba Hillel Silver, D. D. 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

Dr. Goldstein, our president, has appointed me chairman 
of the committee in oharge of our forthooming Convention, soheduled 
to be held in New York City on Ootober 14th, 15th and 16th. 

I would appreciate it very much if you would assist me in 
helping plan the program of the Convention. I know that you can 
be most helpful if you would but take a few minutes to put down 
in writing the thoughts that you may have in mind pertaining to 
the Convention. 

May I call to your attention one of the major considera­
tions confronting us is the integration into Zionism of the large 
percentage of our present membership who became affiliated with 
the Organization during the current year. What can we do to make 
them conscious of the significance of their a.f'filiation? 

How oan we utilize outstanding lay leadership at this Con­
vention thus giving the Organization the benefit of their exper­
ience and at the same time giving the delegates a real sense of 
participati~~ in our deliberations and decisions? -- -

What should in your judgment be the "theme" of this Con­
vention - (a) The American-Jewish scene? (b) The political sit­
uation? (c) Tho cultural aspeot of our movement? or (d) Combatt­
ing the anti-Zionists w1 thin our community? 

I would also like to have your opinion as to the advisa­
bility of inviting Sumner Wells as one of the speakers at the 
Convention. How would Hull feel about it? 

May I hear from you soon? Please! 

Yours for Zion rebuilt, 

Daniel Frisoh 

DF:BT 



Kr. Daniel Mach 
512 IDsurance Bailding 
Imianapolla, Indiana 

lly dear Friend, 

I have \>ea g1Tini the matter of the in'ritation to 
Suaner ifell• considerable thought. I do not aee why he 
should not be iDTited to address the coa'Nntion ot the mA.. 
He ia a great f'rlend ot our cauM, and the tact that 
Secretary Hull ay not l1ke bia 1a no reason why he •hoald 
not be invited. Then 1a no tear about irritating the 
Secretar.J. Be bu ao tar done nothin& tor ua, and a little 
irrlt&tiOD lli&ht be ftr'/ helpful. 

I know th, t, you are e~er t.o ba:ve "lay• participat1oa 
1D the ConYen:U.oa. ~ conventlcm at&z-ts out with such 
a comaendable willh Uarortunatel.7 there are too IIIIDy 
Zioniat. aot-.blae who al appear Gil the prograa that haft a 
•cbapkeJ,tt •••• 1,o uk th• to aaYe art1r and au:• roca tor 
aa■■•• we 18 to 1Dc1te to revollltlOll and reprisal&. U 
701& haft the courage to tace the a11t1o - go to it.. 

Becau• th1a 1a an elactioa year, and the ~fflltiClll 
w1l1 ... t lesa tha a aoatb bet'tJN electian, it is ot utaoat 
1aportalloa to ll&ke An ot the non-part1aaa chan.ct.. ot the 
Col:rvet.10D. It political tigurea are invited, then we D118t. 
Mlm •un th t th97 will repreNDt both political petiea. 
Thia is partioularll' iaportan\ 1D new ~ the very t1Jae 
pluk Oil Paleatine "11ch the Bepablicaa Part;y hu included 
in it.a PlaUara, and 1D '1'1•• ot the st.rang pro-Zionist 
ayapathiea which Govemor Dewey has expftNed. 1 

,er yau.r benefit, I aa enclosing a letter which I 
NDt. 7eaterday to Dr. WiN. It. •7 guide ;you 1D any 
c11acuaa1cma which u.y ca■e up at the aeeUng ot the lxeeuti'ft 
ot t.be ZOA next Sundq. 

With all good wiahee, I r1■11D 

lloat cordial.q yours, 

l 

\ 



... 

r. Louis Se al, General SecretarJ 
Jewish N tional ,or'ers' Alliance 
45 Ea.st 17th Street 
Ne Yor.c. 5, N.Y. 

lly dear Friend.: 

June 12, 1944 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Thank ·ou so ch f r your tho tf-ulne a in Se?,ding ~• a 
copy of the letter hich yo reived fr~~ Stettiniu5. This official 
confi tion is highl ,.elcooe. 

I note in the Yiddish press of this S day, th-ta ta timonial 
dinner is bein iven to Conjl'ess n.n Bloo d th_t ·ou and other 
leaders or the Poale z1~ , as ell as other Jewish leader> are on 
the sponsorin0 c ittee. I have no objection to Co ress wi Bloom 
or to his re-election, ut it se st.> ... a th t Zionist le ... ders ou. ht 
tom ke sure f t Con0 resm:i.an Bloo::a lans to .io ith ref ranee to 
the Palestine esol tion w1 ict is a.t pros nt buried in the .Foreign 
Affairs COillIIlittee, or 1ch be:::. irma:n. Heist e ey man in the 
situ tion, and up to this moment, we h ve been unable to get a 
definite coi'.:ll&i tment from him "hether he i)lanu to bring out the 
Resolution and • en, and whethor he ill a.6 resslvely push .favorable 
action nit. 

As you ~ro bly know, his rel tionshi to the Resolution has 
never been strai'.,ht forward. At times it seemed as t .. o h he ffll.S 

playing 11 1th us and we raised him for his position, hich 
praise he has since incorporated int e ~rinted volume oft e he ings 
of the Foreign Arf~irs Committee. imult eously e tried to pre::is 
amendments upon us which would have cocpletel.y defe~t.ed tne µur~oses 
of the Resolution. And finally, e rushed t::rougb ti.n ac on of 
deferment of~ e Resolution in the Forei n Aff4irs Co ittee after we 
bad requested him not. to do it and he had )romised th t no such ction 
would be ta en. T'uis deferment w • ch Bloom rushed through was 
particul rl hurtful becaus it came a fe days after the Pres dent 
had issued the st .. tement to Dr. ise and myself whic: s v ry 
favorable to our cause and nich, b 1 implication, repudiated the 
position taken by the lar Departraent. 

Since th t time • Bloom has been approached by soo e of our 
.friends in n endeavor to find out rh t he intems to do bout the · 
Resolution and he has been e-vasi-v>e and non-co ittal. His line seems 

I 
I 
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to be 11I am prepared to bring up the Resolutio:mi, but yours is the 
responsibility it it is defeated." I suspect t a.t r. Bloo would 
like to look upon the whole matter of the Palestine Resolution as 
definitely disposed of. Unle a pressure is brou,.,ht upon him - and 
this pressure must come before t e election - • Bloom ill do 
nothing to see ths Resolution paused. 

Before the Zionist leaders go all-out in endorsing r. Bloom 
and in giving him a testimonial at the end of this month, they o ht 
to elicit a ?ronii.se from him as to hen he interds to bring up the 
resolution for ction and t er he intends s 13ressively to push 
it through the COI:Pi ttee a.nd t. e House. ia should li e to eee this 
Resolution brou ht up for action aornetii1l8 l.ll • ~ust or early in 
SepteC1ber. It s, in my humble jud ent, t ctioally unnse for the 
Jewish leaders of Ne~ Yvrl to ve lent t air n mas to this 
testimonial ithout first obta nin such & co . tr ent. I think 
thnt ,ou o .,ht to write to ' r. Bloom about t s matter d tJ nt all 
other Zionists w ,:, are on his S,,>onaorint; co .. ;mi ttee 011Jht to o 
like,;ise. 

I &il ta.kin~ toe lib rtJ of sending a co;y of this letter 
t a few of the ot er Zionist le...ders. 

lith all o ~ iishes, I romei.~ 

ost cvrdi .11.y yo 1 
, 
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J une 15, 1944 

~:r. ,... anuel J. · e :i.n 
Toe i aric..:.n tudent Zi oni s t Feder• tion 
· 20 tre t 

_Ghi c · o 4 , Ill. 

t e t me t ~ rwu or " our ote of J une 11 and f or s e?:.ding 
me a copy o ycur ne .v p blicu. t i on, " I e Student Zi onist ," whi ch 
I r ead n t h interest. 

T e articl e of itr. ol Goro,;n .;;n 11 Behind t he Palestine 
Res ·;l ut i o:os 11 needs s ome car eful editing . The Pal estine Resoluti ons 
fiGr e n t 0t bled.3 in Conu ess . No act i on ,hut soever has as yet 
been t aken on the Re ... oluti n_in t he Senat e , cmd t h Hause voted 
t o de er act i n f or t he t _me .being, not to 0 t able0 it . There is 
a sharp diff erence . rye hope t..hat act ion on t he Res lut i ons ~ill 
ta.lee pl e some time i n Augus t or in September. 

The article also a~s e-s th t t 1e Zion ' sts did not su.fieiently 
Amaric publ c opinion i n cor,necti on wtth t he Resol utions , and 

y r e l eden irel y on diplon-.acy. "If di_lomacJ can ' t d o it, 
rhaps t he e pl can ?ts ff • G rdon should Of': t1at seldom has a 

resol i..ion in Congress ~ en att ended b,, as much of a publi c 
r S.i,'.)onse as the Palest ne Resolution. Tens o t hous nds ..,f l etters, 
telegrams , r esolutions poured i upon i ashi ngt on f rom a l l parts of t ha 
countr y . Hardl y a c oomunity in t e United S .ates end an im_ ortant 
civic cult r a l l~.bor or ch rch o anization t wlH t was heard f ro:!! 
by t he l e i sla t or s in . a shin0 on . The Ameri can Zi onist Emergency . 
Council as ju t publish d volume of the editorial comments on 
t he Palestine Resol u .ion which appe1.1.red .in hunoreds of A□erican 
ne spa_ era . T'ne J e , ish pre s s o "' course, Yiddi sh and .!ngl o-J'en sh , t.ent 
all-out for t he Resolu ions. fumerous del eg.-.1tions f rom y parts 
of he count r ] came t o ~as t ~ especially t o interview their 
Congr essmen Senat ors. Ur. Gordon s.hould : ow al l thi s. He 
should also ow thut all t hi s i s not t.11a result of s pontaneous 
combus ,ion, but m•st be planned , pr epar ed f or d organized by 
responsi er s ho under s + d t he im;.,ortance of p11blic opini 
as hep 1 s ce of strength f or our cause. 

I s your magazine ever } succeso . .Vi h all good :.-i shes , 
I rem 1n 

Very cordi ally yours , 

AH : 
P.S. This l t t r is not f or publloation . 



J 

'I ,t ' 

Hr. Louis Li "''icy, Chairman 
Executi-;e Comaittee 
United Palestine A~peal 
~02 .et -- 6th Street 
Ne·. YorJ-~, H.Y. 

• 

I note - t an e ... ergeney .... eeting of the .ecutive COlllllittee 
or the U .P. • : been called for next Tuestl..1.) t o discuss the 
ct i on of the Emergency Council i n c;..,J Jing npon it consti tu.ent 

groups t o r: iae - gua of money t · ,~ke ossible · in+.,er:.sive 
tioual broadcasting program for a period of thirtee :,eeks 

during the mont~ o£ ~. Se1)tembe. and Octob3r of t his year, 
-u-hen our Palestine Resolutions in COl'lgre-~s Ii.re likely to come 
up !.gain £or action. The t i:ae o t !1e mee ~as set ::ithout 
a.D;/ consul~ tion l'1ith me, mo mi ht. have been consulted, .seeing 
that I am t he chairman of the Executive of the Emergency Council, 
and HV~&..J,U logically be the p-erson t.o re~resent the Counoil at 
the U.P.A. meetine t o discuss thi~ su.bject . As it hap' ns , I 
am t o address a U .J . A. c-<Jlllpuign eeting tt · t noon in Ne-:7 York 
Cit • Mr. l ontor might lu:.ve paid me the- courtesy of consulting 
ae as t o t he date of t he meeting, a a .. so a.s .e nece sit y 
of calli i? i t, seeing •· · t I am so one of the co-cp.airn.en of 
t he U .P.A. and in t he past. years · Te had uolilething 'lo do , ·· th 
t h...t -organisation. and ,, t h t he · efense or its i nterests . 

The matter of the r-ddio _ ro~ o dineus ... ed t t he l::.st 
aeet "' of the ::.Jtecutiw of the Emergency Co\ll"lcil. The ch rman 
o ~ Admini2trative Committee f t'1e U. P • • , Dr. 7'ise, a. ell 
us the ) resident of the z.o.A., Dr. Gold tei.n, as - e l l. s your­
self, t ' e chairme.n of the E:-ocuti v-e Cammi ttee of the U . P.A., and 
· uite number of other o_fieers 0£ t he U.P.A., -r1 ;,re-sent 
t t his meeting, and -the idea a;:..;ealed to evt>r.1one . It occurred 

t o no one that this ~r oject ould in e.ny ,a - interfere · the 
U .P. • or t 11:1.t it impinges in ~ ·q upon its territory or u.)on 
its cx.mitmento . It ~ras. felt by ever ybody tba-t this would ive 
us an excellent opportunit y· to t>reo nt our ;, .i.msric n 
JeoJlo in u lalmed or anized oanner, u.sillt; s._p-eakel's a.nd 
artists of our o;:,-n choosing, and .:it t ime · ch is likely t o 
be the moot decisive in the history or t ie Zionist ov-el'!lellt. 
It ;as 0 enerally recopized th ... t one of our most serious e · 1 

-

necses in our progrom of 1-ropagunda •as the rudio. . re mu.st beg 
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for time. ,e succeed in obtaining time for very brief rograms 
only t wo or three times a year, and then only for spealcers which 
are acce±-1table to the radio people. 

The uest1on of tho cost of auch a national radio program was 
also discussed at the meeting. It was suggested that the total 
coat 1Jould aaount to about $lOO,ooo.oo. Various proposals 
were m£de for financing thl.s Jrogre.m. It was suggested that 
perhaps some coamercial aponsora might be found for it, or that tho 
four major Zionist bodies might underwrite part or the whole of it. 
These ?O&s1b111ties are now being explored. It was also suggested 
t hat we sound . out the cOIIIIIIW:dty contact groups throughout the 
country, especially 1n those cities where a local station would 
be used tor our broadcast, to see whether they are in position 
to contribute something to this program. Some ot the comm.unity 
contact groups ban raised special funds tor ·propaganda and mi ·ht 
welcome the o portun1ty of contributing to such a magdficant 
project which would help them so much in their o.m local cOIDIJlunitiea 
or regions. The Emergency Council itself' in its present budget 
would han about 25,000.00 to a~~ly to this project. 

It was never intended to ma.i.ce coaamunity-wlde &:)peals for this 
cause or to apply to~ \'lelfare funds. Ho camp&i.Gns are being 
con~plated. 

I can not aee how the interests of the U.P • .A.. ar-e 1n any way 
j eopardized or how this invalidates anything which t.e u.?.A. 
may ha.ve written to t h& President's War Relief' Control Board. 

s of t !le moment, it is yet tooearly to know what t he ras1}onsea 
from the community contact grou a will be. If' the response is 
inadequate and the other sources referred to &hove do not mater­
ialize t.~e >rojact ir.ay be abandoned altoiether. Under any con­
dition, t·1e matter has to be finally apJ roved hy the Emergency 
Cowicil. The communication to the community contact group• was 
to find out how much they are interested in the project, and to 
what xtent t l oy are rape.red to back 1t. 

These facts, I believe, should be • .ll'esented to the members or 
the Executive Committee. 

With all good \vi.shes, I remain, 

Very cordially yours, 

AHS~ DR 
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Sr. Lou.is Li.pak,-1 Chail"WUt 
Extrcutive C tte 
Uni.-ted Pal st ne peal 
!02 W$S1). 6th Street 
De York., • ,. 

I note that on emergency m . ting of the EY eutive eo~ttee 
o.f th, U.P. .. - $ be.en called for nen. Tuet;d.. to i sQU.Ss tb 
action or th Emergency Cc:w1-eil in. c lling up nits e stitusnt 
groups to rai a sum of monay t.o ~ posd ble- n i ,nt m!:'1' 
n tion~l 'br--oa: Ung pro·n>anl tor peri of tl' -t-is n e ,:, 
tluring th(t illo:n.tt\$ of Au,gust _,, Bepte ber and October or -this year, 
when our Pal.est.uifJ ResQlut-ton in C-o.ngress a.re likely t.o eo 
up ~a · :for actiOl!'l. The time o; the aeeting w 5ct 1 thou:t 
any conSculwtion ~ith r.a.e#- ho mtght have been consult d<# eee,ing 
t t I W!t th-e ehaiman o the heeut1-:v . ch· tho . , ency Council,. 
and . . ul' logic ly tie the per on to re· resent the Cou. c:tl s:t 
t.he U.P .. ~®ting t,Q · i et1as this subj.eet .. it ha~~ · • s, I 
a· t address UoJ.... ·paign e.eting thr:.t noon in New Yor 
Gity.. r., ~(in.tor t.dght h ve paid e ie oom•t.esy o eonftlt1ns 
me a.s t o th date of the , e:eting, and 1 o s 'to t-he ue.e~ it7 
of callitlg :t t,, seaing tsh&t I ~ lso one of t c c~en of 
the tJ.,P.A. and in th t y0ars 11 v~ had somathj.ng to do i th 
that .:Jr anizati.nn and r.ith the def-eruJ& of its inte1--eats. 

!he tter of the radio program w ,s discussed t. t h last 
m .1n.; of the Executiv of th r gency Council,.. !h-e cbai~n 
of .1:aistrtlti,,e Committee of' t e U.?.A.,. Dr., Wise, as ell 
as tJ: e · resid~nt of tho z .. o .. ••, Dr .. -Golds in, as ell ymlr-
$lr, the eh.airman o. the heeuti ve ·e · tt et th& P ~ • , and 

,1uit-e a , ""f:\Sr or oth$r officers of · e~ent 
at this meeting and t b.e ide oecUITi3.d 
to no one th!.. t 1 JI"OJeet ',1-of.1.ld i ~ '11· int t "i th th& 
U.P. • or tha i't impin.ge-s i ny 1J.Y •van 1 t rrlt.0117 .(ll~ upon 
its co · ·tunts. It was f'elt ., ~~ t?'>~t s would give 
us e-xeellent. opport:uni ~ U) t>res· .t cnir st r y to · ~e American 

eopl,.,, in a pl&tll and oq ized ,.., r, l:!BitF' spe4kel'$ and 
artists of ·ow: otm ehoosing. and at .e. t.iu whicll its• likely to 

th& ost· deeisi ve in the history of tbe Zionist j>,J0'1""""'•eut., 
It was gen~r-,lly rec~ ized that one of our m..03t aerl ~ w~­
nessa:s in our pro0 am: or :::n-0- age.Jada w · the r. :lo... We must beg 

\ 

.. 
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for time. We succeed in obtaining time for very brief programs 
only two or three times a year, and then only for speakers which 
are acceptable to the radio people. 

The question of the cost of such a national radio program was 
also discussed at the meeting. It was suggested that the total 
cost would amount to about $100,000.00. Various proposals 
were made for financing this program. It was suggested that 
perhaps some commercial sponsors might be found for it, or that the 
four major Zionist bodies might underwrite part or the whole of it. 
These possibilities are now being explored. It was also suggested 
that we sound out the community contact groups throughout the 
country, especially in those cities where a local station would 
be used for our broadcast, to see whether they are in position 
to contribute something to this program. Some of the community 
contact groups have raised special funds for propaganda and might 
welcome the opportunity of contributing to such a magnificent 
project which would help them so much in their own local communities 
or regions. The Emergency Council itself in its present budget 
would have about $25,000.00 to apply to this project. 

It was never intended to make community-wide appeals for this 
cause or to apply to any welfare funds. No campaigns are being 
contemplated. 

I can not see how the interests of the U.P.A. a..re in any way 
jeopardized or how this invalidates anything which the U.P.A. 
may have written to the President's War Relief Control Board. 

as of the moment, it is yet too early to know what the responses 
from the community contact groups will be. If the response is 
inadequate and the other sources referred to above do not mater­
ialize, the project may be abandoned altogether. Under any con­
dition, the matter has to be finally approved by the Emergency 
Council. The communication to the community contact groups was 
to find out how much they are interested in the project, and to 
what extent they are prepared to back it. 

These facts, I believe, should be presented to the members of 
the Executive Committee. 

With all good wishes, I remain, 

Very cordially yours, 

(Signed) Abba Hillel Silver 
AHS:DR 
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Publicity Division 
Republican National Committee 
Stevena Hotel 
Chicago, Illinois IMMFDIATF RELF ASE 

June 22, 1944 

Senator Robert A. Taft, Chairman of the Resolutions 

Corr.mitt ee, to day announced appointment of e. platform drafting 

committee. The members are: 

Senator Robert A. Taft, Ohio 
Miss M~ry Donlon, New York 
Mrs. Ernest B. Griffin, Illinois 
Representative John Phillips, California 
Senator Eugene Milliken, Colorad.o· 
Senator John A. Danaher, Connecticut 
William L. Hutcheson, In1iana 
Alfred M. Landon, Kansas 
Senator Albert W. Hawkes, New Jersey 
Mrs. Ruth Hanna McCormick, New Mexico 
Miss Genevieve Seger, Oklahoma 
Mrs. Consuelo Northrop, Bailey, Vermont 
Roy A. Vitousek, Hawaii 

Senator Taft announced the Cammi ttee would meet in his 

room a~ the Blackstone Hotel tonight (June 22nd) at 8~30 P.M. 



June 25, 1944 
For Dr. Silver 

Y/hile Mr. Sack and Mr. Manson were preparing the statement to be read 
before the Resolutions Committee tomorrow morning, Attorney General 
Goldstein phoned and informed us that a special emergency meeting had been 
called by Senator Taft after supper tonight to complete the business of the 
Resolutions Committee. Mr. Goldstein said t!llt Senator Taft bad amended our 
original resolution so that it now reads as followes (Read the resolution.) 

Both Mr. Manson and Mr. Sack, in their telephone conversation with 
Attorney General Goldstein., stressed the supreme importance of the term 
11Jewish Commonwealth." However, Mr. Goldstein said that inasmuch as opposi­
tion had arisen to the resolution in the committee, and because he was fear­
ful that with continued haggling the measure might be killed, he was willing 
to accept the plank as proposed by Mr. Taft. He also emphasized that Mr. Taft 
was proposing this substitute because the question of political planks con­
cerning other peoples in Europe had been before the committee, and the com­
mittee was reluctant to go into the full category of all aspirations of every 
people. 

Mr.Manson suggested to Attorney Gen~Ll Goldstein the inclusion of the 
phrase 11 in accord with the full intent a~rurpose of the Balfour Declara­
tion," and ~tr. Manson and Mr. Sack also hope to here the term •unrestricted• 
Jewish immigration inserted. Mr. Goldstein sought to convey the impression 
to Mr.Manson and A-tr. Sack that this was an emergency which had developed and 
we had better take this or we get nothing because of the hate with which the 
committee is now operating. 

Mr. Sack and Mr. Manson have left for the Stevena Hotel where they are 
attempting to find Goldstein and get it to the committee again. 
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WE HAVE TRAVELED A LONG WAY 

The accomplishments of the Emergency Council in the fields of politics 
and public relations were evaluated a few weeks ago at the gathering in 
Washington of over two hundred local emergency committee leaders from com­
munities in 58 states. More important even than this "taking of stock" was 
the demarcation of the Council's line of activity for the next few months - a 
period likely to be even more critical politically than the months just past. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that a year ago it had become clear that the 
Jewish National Home was taboo in Washington. References to it were begin­
ning to disappear even from the routine messages of sympathy government 
officials sent to Zionist conventions and gatherings. Some crucial change 
had taken place: an agreement, it appears, to accept the White Paper as the 
last word on Palestine. Last summer an official statement was on the point 
of being issued jointly by our government and that of Great Britain, def­
initely discouraging discussion for the duration of the political situation 
in Palestine. 

THE TWO BASIC STEPS 

Only drastic action on the part of Zionists could change this threat­
ening picture. To go along at our old pace was impossible. Hence two 
major steps were taken. The first was the convening of the American Jewish 
Conference, the most democratic and representative Jewish assembly ever held 
on these shores. The .American Jewish Conference spoke out clearly and 
forcibly for the full Zionist solution - the establishment of the Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine - rather than for a mere immigrants• aid approach 
to the question of Palestine. The Conference served to give convincing 
proof that .American Jewry endorsed the Zionist objective. That having been 
demonstrated, the next step was an appeal to the whole of .American public 
opinion. There was no more compelling way to do this than through the in­
troduction of the pro-Zionist resolutions into Congress. In the course of 
a few months, the campaign of enlightenment preceding and accompanying the 
introduction of the resolutions succeeded in focusing America's attention on 
the subject of the Jewish National Home and in winning for it the good.-will 
of the .American public. 

This major achievement, so significant in the light of the indifference 
and hostility to Zionism prevailing just a short time ago, must be credited 
in large part to the extraordinarily effective work done in over three 
hundred key cities by the local emergency committees working with the na­
tional office of the Emergency Council. Not the least rewarding aspect of 
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the Washington conference of emergency committee leaders was the analysis by 
a number of delegates of the effective work done in their localities. They 
drew a picture of energetic, well-coordinated activity. For example, in the 
state of Colorado under the aegis of the Colorado Emergency Council for 
Palestine representing practically all local Jewish organizations, close to 
two· hundred pro-Zionist resolutions were passed by non-Jewish organizations, 
including the State legislature and the Denver City Council, and hundreds of 
favorable newspaper articles and radio comments were stimulated; in Oklahoma 
with a total Jewish population of 5,000 in a state of 2,500,000 people, local 
emergency committees financed and carried through a remarkably effective 
campaign of letter-writing to Senators and Congressmen and won over non­
Jewish newspaper editors and clubs. 

WITH THE NON-JEWISH COMMUNITY 

The report of local activity was augmented by discussion of work with 
non-Jews led by Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, Executive Secretary of the Christian 
Council on Palestine, who presented practical hints on such activity and 
stressed the fact that the Zionist education of the Jewish community is the 
necessary pre-requisite for successful work with non-Jews. Dr. Voss pointed 
to the tremendous influence the March 9 National Conference on Palestine had 
l:ad and to the need for future regional non-Jewish conferences on Palestine 
of the same type. The Lowdermilk book, too, was everywhere serving as a 
rrost effective weapon. 

The joint membership of the APC and Christian Council on Palestine is 
now approximately 5,000. It is our goal to multiply this many times over. 
A notable step has been taken in the establishment of the American Jewish 
Trade Union Committee for Palestine under the chairmanship of Max Zaritsky 
and the honorary chairmanship of William Green and Philip Murray. Built 
upon decades of work by Labor Zionists among the labor groups, the Trade 
Union Committee has already received a very cordial reception in the labor 
press and has taken as its projects for the future the addition of thousands 
of new members; the adoption of pro-Commonwealth resolutions by state and 
city labor federations throughout the country; and a general program of 
education and propaganda to win the sympathy of American labor for Zionism. 

THERE HAVE BEEN CONCRETE GAINS 

The "office" aspect of this Emergency Council's work was described by 
the directors of the Washington and New York offices. Rabbi Feuer 1 s analysis 
of the Washington scene emphasized the fact that few measures have been intro­
duced into Congress with brighter prospects of success than our Resolutions, 
and that they should have clear sailing through Congress once the military 
reasons against their passage are voided - if only we press for it. The risk, 
he pointed out, had to be taken. No victories in war or politics are won by 
remaining in the trenches. In the midst of war other small peoples, too, 
are pressing their demands with regard to their political futures. 

That the introduction of the Resolutions - despite their temporary 
shelving - has in itself led to certain not inconsiderable political gains 
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for Zionism was pointed out by Dr. Silver. President Roosevelt's statement 
that the Government of the United States had never approved of the vn1ite 
Paper was "an act of tremendous political significance," the first expres­
sion of opposition to that document from a high American government official. 
It was a response to the appeal of public opinion which in a democracy can 
be so effective. Of what fundamental importance this change - or beginning 
of a change - in the American attitude on Palestine is, can be gathered from 
a recent remark by the head of the Political Department of the Jewish Agency 
in Jerusalem. Upon his return from the conferences with Dr. Weizmann in 
London, Mr. Sbertok reviewed the Zionist political situation at a meeting in 
May of the Smaller Actions Committee. He pointed out that the chief change 
in the situation was the abandonment of the March 31 date which under the 
White Paper was to have terminated Jewish immigration. This decision, he 
said, was in some measure the result of representations by the United States 
Government. 

Further evidence that a definite change has taken place in the atti­
tude of our Government .toward our problem, Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver stated, 
had been borne in upon them that very day during a most encouraging confer­
ence with a very high official who had recently returned from England and in 
the course of his visit there saw Dr. Weizmann and discussed the Palestine 
question. 11If what we learned today holds true three months from today, six 
months from today," Dr. Silver summed up, "then we have every reason to face 
the future with the utmost confidence." 

This optimistic forecast has since been strengthened by the action of 
the British Labor Party's Executive in accepting as one of the planks of 
its postwar program a statement on Palestine demanding that Jews be admitted 
in such number as to become a majority, recommending that the Arabs be en­
couraged to move into ot4er territories, and that the present boundaries of 
Palestine be extended by agreement with Syria and Egypt. This statement is 
particularly significant in view of the fact that the Labor members of the 
British Cabinet are bound by their Party•s decisions. 

COUNTERING A FLUID SITUATION 

Every discussion and every prophecy with regard to the Zionist poli­
tical situation must, it was stressed, be tempered by the understanding that 
our political situation changes constantly and will inevitably continue to 
change until the final settlement is made. We must therefore not allow our­
selves to be overwhelmed either by the good or bad news of any given moment, 
but continue - in the words of an important official with whom our problem 
was discussed - 11 to keep American public opinion informed and aroused," 
since any vital decision which our government will take with reference to 
Palestine will have to have the moral backing of the American people. 

The conviction that it' must remain our central task "to keep American 
public opinion informed and aroused" was confirmed by the interviews the 
delegates to the Washington gathering had with their own Congressmen and 
Senators. 11Keep bothering us and reminding us," a Texas Congressman said. 
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Practically every one of the large group seen; asserted definitely that he 
would vote for the Resolutions when they were reintroduced. Some went so far 
as to say that they thought they should be brought back out of Committee now 
and that they would be willing to circulate a petition to have them brought 
out. Many discounted the military reasons completely. All were sure that 
the Resolutions would pass when reintroduced. 

It is clear that the utmost importance must be attached to maintaining 
contact with the members of Congress until such time as it becomes possible 
to bring the Resolutions up again. It ivas the consensus of opinion in 
Washington that the crest of the invasion should be reached by the middle of 
August. The propitious moment for reintroducing the Resolutions would thus 
be some time after that period and before the November elections. 

THE LOGICAL PROGRAM 

It is plainly our job during the summer months to carry on education­
al propaganda work both in our own Jewish and non-Jewish communities and 
with our Congressmen, who should be given the impression that the Jewish 
community is on the alert, waiting for the proper moment for the reintro­
duction of the Resolutions. 

What precise steps should be taken in connection with this program of 
summer activity? As worked out by the Program Committee of the Washington 
conference, headed by Mr. Lester Cohen of Uniontown, the steps to be taken 
throughout the country include a constant effort towards the reintroduction 
and successful passage of the Resolutions; the launching of local membership 
campaigns to enlist non-Jewish citizens in the American Palestine Committee 
and the Christian Council on Palestine, (the invitations to come from local 
persons rather than from the central office of the American Palestine Com­
mittee); the organization by existing emergency committees of additional 
emergency committees in neighboring communities, where there are no com­
mittees. 

In addition, it was recommended by the Program Committee that the 
Emergency Council develop radio programs to strengthen the understanding 
and appreciation of Zionist objectives among the American people. It was 
further "noted with satisfaction that the Zionist Organization of America 
had embarked on a program for combating the activities of the American 
Council for Judaism", and it was urged that this program be implemented 
11with all possible speed and vigor." 

The Program Committee had f'..u-ther prepared a statement, approved by 
the delegates, which condemned the seven members of the Bergson group in 
"their successive attempts, under various front organizations and guises, to 
divide and confuse the American public"; pointed out that they had no au­
thority to speak in any representative capacity; and reaffirmed "our belief 
in the democratic processes of Jewish life" and in the upbuilding of Palestine 
as a Jewish Commonwealth by the entire Jewish people through representative 
and accredited Zionist organizations. 



~WM~W 
Dictated by Dr. Silver 

June 26, 1944 

At 10:15 Monday morning, I telephoned Dr. Wise to New York, read 
him Senator Taft 1 s draft which eliminated the Jewish Commonwealth and 
asked him what to do, whether to accept Taft's draft if we have to,· or 
whether we should reject it and have no Palestine resolution in at all, 
the thought being that the plank witoout the word •commonwealth• in it 
might unfavorably affect the paesage of our resolutions in Washington. 

It was Dr. Wise's thought that Taft's resolution, while it does 
not go as far as we would like it, is nevertheless quite satisfactory 
and that we ought not to turn it down if we cannot get the Commonwealth 
resolution. 

At 12s,?O, Mr. Dulles called, announced himself as political ad­
viser to Mr. Dewey and suggested the change in the first sentence from 
•distressed mEl'l, women and children" to 1 distressed Jewish men, women 
and children• and from •to unrestricted Jewish immigration• to1 their 
unrestricted immigration;• also, the substitution of the word •constitute" 
for reconstitute. For the last sentence he indicated that they insist on 
putting in a sentence condenning the President for failure to see that the 
mandatory was carried out, etc. I suggested that that may not be entirely 
justified and that a substitute thought may be included in a preamble, 
namely, that the Republican Party has always manifested an interest in the 
Jewish National Home. Dullea thought that it was up to the Republican 
Party to decide that question. He said that Taft had ~een the sentence of 
condemnation. 
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June 26, 1944 

DRAFT OF RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY MR. DULLES TO DR. SILVER 
at 12:45 P.M. -

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, women 

and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for the opening 

of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land ewnership, so that 

the Jewish people may, in accordance with the full intent and purpose of 

the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the resolution of the (Republican) 

Congress adopted in 1922, constitute Palestine as a free and democratic 

commonwealth. We condemn the failure of the President to insist that 

the mandatory· of Palestine carry out the provisions of the Balfour Declara­

tion and of the Mandate while he pretends to support them. 



Hon. Robert A. 'ratt. 
Stevme Hotel 
Ohicago, Ill. 

M.y dear Sena tor Tan., 

June 27, 1944 

I have been informed that th,re ha• developed 1n the dratt­
ing canmitt.ee certain oppoeition to the 1nclueion of t.he te~ 
commonweal th. · 

I think it will be a eerioue mietalm to drop the tem, 
inaemu.ch u it would practically make the reeolut.ion valuolee•- lt 
would aleo eene notice that the Republican ~ hae otticial 17 
deolared itaelt' against the reeolution which you introduced in the 
Smate and •hich 1e now pendi. • which i-eeolut.ion embodiea the tnie 
aepirationa of the Jewiah people and the only pract.1.cal .•olution for 
the ealvation or eeveral million or our oppreeeecl people .and tor the 
age-old tragedy ot Je•i•h national homel••u••• The roriaecl plank, 

I tberetore, far t'l'Olll bei~ a welcome andorNID8nt ot Jewien, upirationa 
would, indeed., be a whittling dom and a repudiation. 

• I 
I do not ~liave that the object.ion or one or tao people 

ought to be euf'f'iaient to force a rev1aion of the plank ff \ •li1ch 
Governor DeffJ and many ot the to1'91:1lCM. leader• of t..he Pary have· 
given their unqualif 1ecl approval. I.f it 1• autt1c1ent, .t~ 1 would 
like to requeat. that no plank on Paleet.ine wbltaoffer bo 1ripludecl 1n 
the plat.tors. Againat t.he proemt P'?litical ba-ckgrouncl her~ Dll 
abroad, a plank wh iah calls for le•• than a ooaimanw•lth 181 a ~d..~teat.. 

,'--
The American Jewillh Oonterence, meeting laet Sept.ember .in 

Jlew York and repreeent.ing organized Aimricm Jewry, voted almoet\~-
animoualy for a Jewbh C01!11lonwealth. '

1 
· 

I eend you my warmeat greeting•• 

Moat cordially youre • 

Dr: Abba Hillel Silver 

AHSsBP 
P.S. You ma., reach m.e at the abon ad4r ... (Pl .... 1000) all 
morning. A.a.s. 

• j 

, 



Dr. Stephan s. ,ise 
40 West 68th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

· y dear Dr. isea 

June 28, 1944 

I suppose tut b., now you have read the Palestine plank 
which ias in:serted in the Republican Party Platform. I tried to 
re ch you y sterd yin Hew York: to read ou the text before it s 
broadcast but I s informed th t you ere in ,ashington. I am 
delighted with the Resolution, and hen I next see you I will :tive 
you an account or the y things which bad to be done to have 1t/ 
adopted. I did not like the last sentence - t.'le criticism of tlie 
President - and so told • Dullea, ho iP. th.a political advisat= 
or Mr. l>ewey,and I .strongly urged that it be aalt~. He told me 
th t that as matter for a Republican Part.., and not for u~ to 
decide. ,e ere not aosuming any respGDSlbillty for the critJcism 
for the Republican Party. ' '. 

. l 

I believe the adoption of this plal(will make ~t'aasier 
for us to have pro-Palestine plank introduced 1n the Democ~ tio 
platform, and that inclusion by both parties of atrong pro-Palestine 
planks in their platforms will make it easier for our Ruolutions to be 
voted on in Congress when it reconvanea. 

' De ey s tine. He phoned twice .from Albany and told .his 
people tl. t the Palestine plank was a •aust.• Sena r Tart waa 
e.xtr8lllely helpful. A8 you ma r-adily a sume, some of the Jewish 
hangers-on tried to eliminate reference to "Co.::imonwealth• and even 
to •unrestricted i::.mi tion.• There was a. moment 1hen I tbre tened 
to leave the Convention and not to appear tor my invocation if 
•co1I112on,·ealth8 and runrestricted 1 gr tion" ere omitted. Yesterday 
morning, a fe hours bef'ore.the Resolution w a finally voted on, I 
wrote note to Senator Taft in hich I au.tad th t if •co on et:.l.th• 
was omitted• I would r ther have no resolution on Palestine at all 
since th t would have insured the defeat of our Palestine Resolutions 
in Congress. 

It now becomes our t sk to contact the Democr tic le dera. I 
do not kno .. • wbo the ch ~rman of the Democratic Cozmi ttee on Resolutions 
will be. ., en he is ap~ointed, I think th t you ought to et in 
touch with him and have a rellminary discussion s to the best ay 
or going about introducing the pro-Palestine plank. 

I 



Dr. Wise Jwie 28, 1944 

To keep the balance even, it may be tactically ise for 
the Democratic Part to have you pray for them t the Convention . 
as I prayed for the Republican Party. They both surely need it. 

AHSaBK 

With all good wiohe~, I remain 

Oordialzy oura, 

• 



H. U .C • .STEERING C011r1H·I1TEE 
Meeting held June 28,1945 - 10:30 A.M. 
Chel .:; ea Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J. 

Rabbi Samuel Wohl presiding 

In attendance: Dr. Julian Morgenstern, Jerome Levy (representing 
the U.A.H.C. and Rabbi Eisendrath) Rabbis Samuel Wohl, Jacob binger, 
Abraham Shusterman, Abraham J. Feldman, Solomon B. Freehof, Abba 
Hillel Silver. 

Rabbi Wohl" informed the .,ommi ttee that: 

1 - Mr . Isador Sobeloff of Detroit has accepted the campaign director­
ship, the Detroit community having agreed to share him with us; 

2 - Attempts were ma.de to interest key individuals. Leading fund­
raisers were consulted. These experts encourage us to conduct a vig­
orous campaign. 

3 - Singer and Shusterman approached Jacob · Blaustein of Baltimore. 
Wohl also saw him. Blaustein, though unable to become chairman,will 
be helpful in the campaign. He approves of the project whole­
heartedly. NOTE ••• THI8 I0 PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL. 

4 - Gov. Herbert Lehman has agreed to serve as Honorary Chairman. 

Wohl asked group's counsel re: Campaign chairmanship. Prospects 
mentioned: Henry Morgenthau Jr., vfalter Rothschild, George Medelie, 
Samuel Ze1'Iurray, Sidney Lani sburgh. These men or other prospects 
wiil be approached after Mr . Sobeloff visits Cincinnati next week to 
go over campaign details. 

Wohl distributed confidential memorandum ;;on the celebration of the 
?0th Anni ve rsar y of the Hebrew Union College." The i terns contained 
th c:::rein were explained and discussed. Memorandum is 8nclosed . 

I - Committee to write Pronouncement consists of Mann, Silver and 
Freehof. Pronouncement will be signed by all Alumni of the H.U.C. 
and is to be used in every possible way as explained in memorandum 
to Dr. Morgenstern. 

II - Volume of Essays: for lay readers ••• Anniversary Volume ••• to be 
edited and written by H.U.C. Alumni. This volume ¼ill serve two 
purposes: To commemorate the 70th Anniversary of H.U.C. and the 100th 
Anniversary of the coming of Iaaac M. Wise to America (1946). Free­
hof suggested that the book contain assays on Reform Judaism and 
Jewish Law; Reform Judaism and World Jewry; Reform Judaism and Scti.p­
ture; Reform Judaism and Trndition; and Reform Judaism and Education. 
This volume should represent Reform at its best. Dr. Morgenstern ex­
pressed his belief that this volume cannot be prepared until 1946. 
This was turned over to the Alumni Association. The President is 
to appoint an editor. 



III - Commemorative Medal: Idea was approved. 

IV - Publications: Idea was approved. 

V - Paid advertisements in Anglo-Jev~ish Press - Silver sugg0sted 
that this is not in kee~ing with the dignity of the Cvllege and 
the Anniversary. Decision: Panding. 

VI - Anniversary colebrations; Feldman suggested that in his com­
munity, dinn~rs are unpopular. The celebration should be planned 
in keeping with local situation. Freehof suggested that it be com­
bined with Hannukah dinner. Decision: Make all recommendations and 
suggestions and leave final decision with local Anniversary Commit­
tee and rabbis. 

Morgenstern s l,\ggested a Jewish melody re ther __ than '.America The 
Beautiful." Freehof suggested a choice of melodies in offering the 
prizes. Decision: Approved idea of using melody of "A.....;;rica the 
Ber.u tif ul. 11 

VII - Rogional H. U .c. D,-.:y 

Wohl asked that VII ½ords ·Pronouncement written for Ro~h 
Hashannah be added to last sentence follov.ing llmessage from the 
President of the United States and the President of the Hebrew Un­
ion Co llcge. 11 

VIII - National Calebrations in Cincinnati or National observance 
at end of November. Freehof declared ·1 the entire plan is one v.hich 
is designed to a~akcn enthusiasm. 

~1:inutes pr8pu.red by Abe .Jhusterman 
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BACKGROUND MATERIAL ON THE HEi.)REW UNI ON COL.uT•'. GE 

HIST ORY 

The Hebrew Union Qollege was founded in 1875, in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, by Isaac Mayer Wise, a Bohemian immigrant rabbi, who believed 
firmly that the salvation of Jewry lay in free America. Wise was 
a true liberal, who believed passionately in the right of men to 
li ve their own spiritual lives; and he was determined to malrn that 
liberalism real in Jewis h life here in this new world. He had 
fled from the tyranny of Hapsburg Europe; and almost from the very 
first day that he set foot on the se shores he attempted to create 
a united American Jewry, which would be both J ewish and Ameri c ;,m. 
He struggled with unflagging faith and devoti on and tireless en­
ergy; and he succeeded. In 1873 he organized t he Union of Ame ri ­
can Hebrew Congregations. Tw o years later, the Hebrew Union Col-
lege was established . · 

This College, the oldest Jewish theological s chool in the 
Americas, is dedicated to the pres e rvation of Judaism, i t s gre at 
hist oric ideals and its traditional institutions. It ho lds that 
Judaism is both in spirit and fact a continuously progressive r e­
ligi ous discipline, and that it mu s t be kept constantly liberal 
and spiritually alert. It be lieves that if Judaism is to li ve 
and expand here in America it must be open to every positi ve .1. n ­
f luence of modernism, must square itself with eve ry ad vancE.: _i_ n 
scientific thought, and must engender tha t type of religi ous c'l e ­
vot i on which will evoke the unc ompr omising l oyal ty of ever y J ew . 

In acc ordance with the se basic principles t he Hebr ew Uni on 
College has carried on its work. Its first s e ssi ons were he l d 
in the vestry rooms of Congregati ons B'nai Israel and B'nai Ye s hu­
run . The original teaching s taff consisted of Rabbi Wise and 
one assistant. Seve nt een stud ent s responded to the first call. 
The Library in those days contained little more than a few Bi b les 
and prayer - books hastily gathered fr om nond e sc~i pt s ourc e s. From 
these modest beginnings the College has gr own steadily und e r the 
l ead e rs hip of i t s successi ve Pre sid ent s, Isaac M. Wise (187 5 -1900 ), 
Moses Mielziner (1900-1903) 

1 
Gotthard Deutsch (February 19 03 - June 

1903 ), and Kaufmann Kohler ,19 03 -192 1). Today it s Faculty c on_ 
sists of one pr ofe ss or e merit us, e l even active pr ofes s ors, a nd 
nine s pecia l instructors. During the sixty-nine ye ars of its e x­
istence it has graduated four huudred and seve n ty -five rabbis. 
Its Library, now one of the large st Jewish libraries in the world, 
contains approximately 1 00 ,000 vo lume s and 2 , 5 00 ma n usc ripts. 
Its staff c onsis t s of a Librarian and six assistants. It ha s its 
own bindery and phot ostatic departme n t . The College is hous e d in 
five s ta tely buildings up on its own tract of l :'lnd, consisting of 
appr oximat e ly e ighteen a c r e s, situated on Cli f t on Avenue op posite 
be au t iful Burnet Woods . 

In 1909 t he Teachers Ins t i t u te of the He brew Union Colle ge 
was e stablished. It was possible by a munificent g i f t of $5 0 , 000 
by the late Jac ob H . Schiff of New York City . Its pre sent pr imary 
activi ty is t o provide ins t ructi on in Jewish sub j ects , by me a n s 
of lectures by members of t t s Facult y before t he r e ligi ous s c ho ol 
teachers and kindred groups of the J ewis h congregations of t he 
country. Und e r the terms of the Sc hif f gift the servi ce s of 
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members of the Faculty are available to congregations at a nominal 
fee. 

In the fall of 1923 the Hebrew Union College School for 
Teachers in New York City was established with the cooperation of 
the Association of Reform Rabbis of New York City and Vicinit y . 
The purpose of this School was to prepare teachers for the relig­
ious schools of the Reform Jewish congregations of New York City 
and vicinity. Owing, however, to economic circumstances the Col­
lege was compelled to discontinue this School in 1932. During 
the nine years of its existence the School enrolled over three 
thousand students, of whom one hundred and seventy-six were grad­
uated. 

In the summer of 1925 a Summer School was inaugurated a t 
the Hebrew Union College . Courses were offered of post-graduate 
character,. leading to the degree of Doctor of Divinity. In t he 
summer of 1926 a session of the Teachers Institute was introduced 
in conjunction with the Summer School. Economic circumstances 
have, however, necessitated the temporary suspension of this Sum­
mer School . 

In the summer of 1941 a Summer Institute for Graduate St udy, 
a rabbinic "Refresher Course," was inaugurated. It is open to 
graduates of the Hebrew Union College and of other approved t he~ 
ological seminaries. A wide range of lectures and seminars is 
offered for a period of one week. The purpose of the Institute 
is to stimulate the rabbis academically, to guide them in their 
graduate work, to keep them abreast of modern trends in Jewish 
studies, and to help them maintain their contact with the tradi­
tional religious literature and ideal of Judaism. 

Today the Hebrew Union College is conscious that the great~ 
est challenge in its history lies before it. Jewish life and 
scholarship in Europe have been crushed or rigidly circumscribed. 
The future of world Jewry, certainly for our generation, rests in 
America. No one at this hour can question this fact. American 
Jewry, and particularly the Hebrew Union College, is preparing 
itself to give to Jews, wherever they may be, the spiritual and 
religious leadership they must have, in order to survive. 

This College has already reared three generations of Ame ri­
can Jewish leaders who have gone into the communities of the Uni­
ted States, into Canada, Cuba, Panama, England, Pa le. s tine, Sout h 
Africa, and have fought for the ideals of religion and social 
justice in ace ordance with Judaism's prophetic tradition. They 
have been a positive force for truth, justice and social bet ter ­
ment among Jews ~nd non-Jews in every community where their voices 
have been heard . 

Today during this crisis, created by the second World War, 
the College has anticipated its historic obligations by appoint ing 
to its staff eleven distinguished Jewish refugee scholars fr om 
all parts of the war-torn world, giving them the opportunity to 
carry on their scientific studies in the quiet and security of 
free America. 
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Jewish scholarship, communal leadership, Bnd religious ide­
alism have been the guiding principles of this College throughout 
the past and will be fostered with even more determined purp os e 
in the future whic h is dawning for the Judaism and Jewry of to -­
morrow. 

AFFILIATION WITH UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGR,EGN::' IONS 

From its founding in 1875 until 1926 the Hebrew Union Col­
lege was maintained by the Union of American Hebrew Congrega t i ons, 
a federation of over three hundred congregations committed t o ·he 
cause of Reform Judaism. In 1926 the Hebrew Union College wa s 
chartered separately under the laws cf t-he State of Ohio, bu t 
with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations recognized as 
its patronizing body, and wi..th the original close affiliati on 
between the College and its parent organization still rigidl:; 
maintained. 

The bus.iness of the Hebrew Union College is administered 
by a Board of Governors, consisting of th.irty- one members. Nlne­
teen of these are elected by the Alumni As~ociation of the He ­
brew College; the President o.f the College is ex--offici o a mem­
ber of t he Boa rd of Governors. These twenty-six members ele ct 
five additional members at large, who are, howe ver, n omina ted 
by the Central Conference of American Rabbis. The Board of Gov ­
ernors holds three regular meetings annually, in October, January 
and May. During the interim between regular meetings an Exe cU1: i ve 
Commit tee of nine members, e lee ted by the Board of Governors, 
discharges all routine business. 



OJIAIB.KAN 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Office of Dr. Wise 
40 West 68th Street 
New York 23, N.Y. 

June 29, 1944 

Dear Dr. Silvers 

Your letter of June 28 is before me. You are 
quite right -- the Resolution is fine. rut the 
last sentenoe is very bad• and I spoke of it at 
last night~r to Bloom. whioh it was agreed 
by Goldstein~udith Epste m I should attend. 

I am glad to thillk yru have bad such fine co­
operation from Dewey. The inclusion of "Common­
wealth" in the Resolution was very important. 
but I cannot help regretting that "Jewish" was 
omitted. You nay be quite sure I shall tak8 
oare of the matter as far as Chioago goes. It 
is not yet settled who is to be Chairman of the 
Democratio Committee on Resolutions. rut it is 
not unlikely to be our fr~end, Bob Wagner. '!he 
platform. will have to include a similar resolu­
tion and be still stiffer. 

With oordial greetings, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

AIRMAIL 

sswaeh 
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Mr. Harry Levine 
140 Adams Street 
Leominster, Uasa. 

My dear Ir. Levine c 

June 29, 1944 

Your letter addressed to me in care af the New York 
0 fice was tor. arded to me here in Cleveland. I sorry th t 
you have been troubled by the amount o. duplic tion hich has been 
going on in Zionist ctivities. I share with you the same 
dissatisfaction with the situation. 

I think that you ought to be familiar wi the facts as 
they app~ to the radio roject of the Emergency Council. e 
have felt rl;;ht along that the weakest link 1D our ca.in ot 
pr~anda w s the radio. e had very little access to it, and 
at ;fre uent times, and subject to severe restrictions. .,e all 
felt th t then xt few months 110uld be the decisive months for 
our Movement, first because our resolutiona will come up for action 
in Congress, and secondly, that •e ere led to belie"*e th t some­
time in the Fall important announcements concerning a new policy 
for Palestine ould be forthcaaing. e felt that e910uld have a 
dependable access to American public o~inion durin~ this critical 
period. Hence we discussed ut a meeting of the Emer0ency Council, 
attemed by all the leaders or the Zionist parties, including 
th President of the ZOA, the advisability of purchasing time 
on a national chain of radio su:.tions for a period of thirteen 
eeks beginning in August, so that a systematic pro ram covering 

the whys of Zionism, the achiev ents of our 'ovement, the 
Justification for a Jewish Commonwe 1th, tc. etc. could be 
presented. No one at this meeting mentioned the fact that the 
ZOA as pl.annin an extensive radio progr or th tit intended to 

?eal to the Zionist forces for contributions for such a protir • 

It was only after the Emer ency Council had contacted its 
Community Contact groups throughout the country th t the radio 
committee of the ZO bestirred itself into intensive activity, and 
by so doing, confused our friends in ny c "unities ho saw in 
the to roJects Wl rranted duplication. 

Actually there is no duplicution. The ZOA contemplates 
a year-round educ tional pro T~ by placin records in radio 
stations throughout the country hich ill use them. The EmerJency 



Mr. Levine -2- June 29, 1944 

Council plans an intensive thrteen-week n tional hook-up. 
beginning in ugust as the moat effective wea on in our 
politic l c .mpaign 1n the Fall hich, in the judgment of all 
of us, will probably be·the most decisive period in our 
Movement. 

My own thou;.;ht is that the ZO.A should ait with its 
own educ tional prou am until.after the F.mergency Council 
( hi~h it cannot ba emphasized too often is an arm of the ZOA) 
will have 'lempletad its _program. 

You must realize, my dear Mr. Levine, that e are 
working under the stress of an emer~ency situation ·here 
rejects must fre uently be improvised t mom nt•s notice to 

correspond with the shifting politic l scene. Disciplined 
Zionists should put up with a little 81Jlbarrasament because 
our leaders ~..re put ting u w1 th an a t'ul lot or 1 t. I am not 
opposed to rebe:.Uon. I am a 11 ttle of a rebel myself. But 
if in the e£fective prosecution or our work 1n this historic 
hour I f'im it necessary to inconvenlenoe some of our loyal 
Zioniats, I assure you that I will Te no hesitancy in doing 
so. I h ve more than inconv:enienced myself in t ... e last r ew 
years •••• 

1th· all good wis.1es, I remain 

ost cordially yours, 

AHSaBK 



• SUivJ,'iJIBY NOTE O:i.'l' THE ?llSENT POSITIOl{ 
UT :i.1EG.@D TO JEUISH Ii.~viIGRATIOH 

NOT :FOR PU:BLICATION 

1. The 'P.hite Paper provided for an annual quota of 10,000 immigrants for the 
five year period from April, 1939, subject to the econcrnic absorptive 
capacity :;,:dnciple; in addition 25~000 refugees were to be admitted as soon 
as the High Commissioner was satisfied that adequate provision for their 
maintenance was en sured. 

2. In practice the Palestine Administration made no distinction in tho imrrd­
gra.tic.n quotas which it allocated from tirt1e to time between "refugee" and 
other imrJigrants. Thus ih the letter of the Under-Secretary of State ·for 
the Colonies to lf.ir. Shertok in London, dated April 5, 1944, (previously 
circulated to the Council) a statement of the imr:.1igration account is 
given which makes no distinction between the different categories of 
imrnigran ts. 

3. In terms of the Undcr-Secretary1s letter, the balance of Je~ish immigrants 
who could :::;till enter Palestine as of Jenuar;r l..t 19'--:..-4 a_gainst the White 
Paper figure of 75,000 was about 27,500. Assuming that soroe three or 
four thousand immi6Tants have entered since that date, the present balance 
would be about 24,000. 

4. In the course of 1.ir. Shertokls conversations ,;,i th the Under-Secretary he 
~as informed that it uas proposed to use the balance of these certificates 
DJ.most exclusively for fugitives from enemy countries nnd that applications 
for i,ould-be immigrants from n safe 11 countries would be considered only in 
respect of each individual applicant - that is to say no block grant 
would be made available for such prospective irnrt1igrants. Representations 
by liir. Shertok in oppcsition to this ruling apparently succeeded in achiev­
ing only very minor modifications. 

5. In accordance with a cablegran1 from Dr. Bernard Joseph to this office, 
dated April 18, 1944, the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem cabled Lendon that 
they regarded the decision of t~o Coloniru Office as moaning tho virtual 
cessation of immigration from non-iazi cou:r.1tries and that it was necessary 
urgently to obtain at least 6,000 certificates for refugees in Italy, 
Spain, Ade:1, Tangiers, Casablanca, and Turkey. 

6. Confidential informa,tion receiveu from the TTar Refugee Eoard indicates 
that the :British have now agreed to make ava,ilable certificates for all 
Jews reacl1ing Turkey; the numbers at present arriving, however, are small. 
On the other hand there seems to be some possibility of rescuing Jews from 
Hungary by bringing them via Yugoslavia to southern Italy. The trouble 
here, however, is that there is already considerable refugee congestion 
and it would be necessary to remove at least several thousand refugees in 
order to get tl1e militai-y authorities to a.g1·ee to the entry on any con­
siderable scale of adcH ticnal numbers from Yugoslavia. The failure of 
the British to rna.~A available Palestine certificates for these refugees 
at present in Italy is accordingly preventing the rescue of others. This 
situation accounts in part for tho desire of the War Refugee :Board to put 
th1·ouc5h the idea of 11 frce ports11 so as to be in a position to drain off 
refugees from the immediate reception areas. 



.., 
,,. 

• 
7. Following th~ receipt on April 26th of Dr. Berna:rd Joseph's cable of .April 

18th, a cable was sent him from this office enqu.iring as to whether a.11y 
action was called for on our pa.rt at this time. Dr. Joseph replied rrerely 
that the cable had been sent us for the information of the Emergency Council. 

a. Since the receipt of Dr. Josephls cable the news agencies have reported that 
a vessel containing 570 refugees from southern Italy reached Palestine Juno 
2nd and also that on that day 200 Yemenite Jews reached Palestine. Those 
immigrants however may have coma on the basis of certificates allocated 
prior to the new ruling of the Colonial Secretary. On the other hand a 
Palcor cable received today (6/12/44) reports that 600 immigration certi­
ficates 11 which have just been received frma the Palestine Government -;vere 
cabled by the Jewish Agency to its representatives in Lisbon for distribution 
among refugees in Portugal and Tangiers. 11 This suggests a changed situation 
and may be the resL1.lt of further action in London which was no doubt taken 
on the basis of Dr. Joseph's Ap;ril cable. Additional information is being 
sought by cable. 

June 1944 




