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July X, 1944
Hy dear Dr, Wise,

I received your letter of June #9th and youb
comment omn the iésolution, 1 aleo read in the press your
eriticism of the last sentence in the Resolution, in whioch
the President is condemmned for his "failure to insist that
the Fandatoyy of Palestine earry out the provision of the
Balfour Deolaration and the Mandate while he pretends to
support them",

1 oan understand your natural fmpulse to ane
swer what you regard as an unjust oriticism and to defend
the Fresldent, Taotlically it would have beem wiser for
the defense to come from the officlal spokesmen of the Dem=
oocratle Party., The charges after sll were m:de by the Re-
publican Party, not by the Zionists or the Jews Of America,
The newspapers in reporting your eritioiam of the planik
did not have a word of approval of the heart ol the Reasolu=
tion, which I am sure you must have made at the Bloom dimner,
Nor to the best of my Emowledge hus any Zionist leador in
Hew York expressed gratification with this fine ralestine
plank which puts one of the two major parties of Ameriea
squarely behind unrestricted Jewish immijration into ral-
estine and unrestricted land ownership and ecalls for the
full implemontation of the letter snd the spirit of the



BSalfour Jaclamuon and the Landate, Thle, us the voys 857,
1a:mm.n is the rfirst time in tho history of the
politicel platforms of both partics that & plunk opn dJewish
Palestine is includoed, Certailuly .icnist le.ders ahowld
auimuponmunmmumntumupa.nﬂ it for the
purposes of thelr movement to the utzost,

if you wieh to hoave o stromg pro-ralestine plunk ine
aart.ad in the Damnmtia platform, thon sureiy the avove ig
the proper method to m.mwmﬂmkm
Haastimumlmuumie:roru Siodlam (46K to be in~
troduced in the mzh mu'm. it wmiﬂ be quite as
Wasmmwﬂ Iniuloaimhanmthun
article from the "Christian Selence lonitor”, which unoffie
olally gives the reaction of the state epartasnt to the
Se0s¥s Jalestine pdAnke It appocred within twenty-four hours
ifter the plank wus published, it is very #dgaificant, and
mlumemm.ztuammmmmummu
tho Stote Depurtmeont, The state Departrent will have songe
thing to say about mmrmmnnrmham in the
poming Demoeratic plutform, It will bring :{oﬂm to bear,
uitmmthﬂmdm;mnmmummcm-
rrosg, to have a watered-down, neaningless plonk on Falestine,
It will use such men us GJenutor Connoly and othors to sabotage




8 strong Palestine plank,. Arab opposition, already reported
from Cairo and likely to iners:se with proper stimilation,
wlll be used uafm—tm nrgumntl against a plank, Semator
vagner, even if he will be Chairman of the wecolution Committee,
is not a strong man to rely upon, cur exporience with him in
the last few months has ot been & very happy one, TYou might
have to go to the vary top to force through a strong relolutiul,
and those at the very top will not eonsent unless they are made
Gire, between mow and tie time of the Lemoeratic convention,
that the Republicen Pro=falestine Plank has been very enthusi-
astica.ly received by the Jows of America amd that it is being
widely acclaimed, .

This 1s crystal clear to me tnd should be to everyone who
88 charged with the conduet or Zlonist affairs at this tims,
Therefore instead of ¢oncentrating on the defense of the Freg=-
tdent, which defense ho and the political leaders of the Demoe
eratic party oun very well tuke care of in their own WLy, we
should proceed to make maximum capital of the substunce of the
Palestine plank and use it 48 a lever to put through » similar
and, if possible, a better plank in the Demoeratieo Flatform,

Very cordially yours,

A/



July 2, 1944

¥r, Herman Shulman
39 Broadway
New York, N.I.

Uy dear Mr, Shulmang

Tou may be interéested In a copy of a letter which I sent
yesterday to Dr, Wise., Fe are in a very advantageous position
at the moment, and we cught not to pull any "honers.Y

For the firat time, both major political partios need us
and are prepared to listen to ua very stientively. Our primary
responsibdlity is the Zionist cause, and we should keep our eyve
on the ball,

Wie will need the Republicana to put throush our resolutions
in Congress. If we do not show any parked aeppreciuticn for what they
have done in connesction with the Palestine plink in their progzran,
and 1f they are made to feel that there is no quid pro guo, they will
pay no attention to uas when we coue 0 thelr loaders in Congress
next month to urge the passage of our Resolution, Some of our
Zionist leaders who are so wrapped up in their loyulty to the
Demooratio Party and Mr., Roosevelt unfortunately overlook this simple
elementary fact. '

I should like you and Dr. fiise %o contact, as socon as
possible, the Democratic leaders who will have a hend in the framing
of the Democratic Platform. I understand that Senator Jackson has
been selected to be the permanent chairman of the convention, He
should be seen right-a-way; so alao the chairmen of the Damocratic
National Committee and the Democratic Committeomen from New York State.
%e found the Republican Committeemen from New York State extremely
helpful becauss of their esagerness to appezl to the Jewish voters
in Now York Stata which is likely to be one of the three or four
critical wtates in the forthcoming election. Do not rely too much
on Senator Wagner. I am afraid that he is a bfoken reed.

Some of cur friends in New York suggested the name of
Mr, Mark Zisner as likely to be helpful because of his influence
{n Democratic circles, I believe that you, Dr. ¥ise and ¥r. Elsner
could wall handle the matter of a Democratic plank., The less paople
who will be drawmn into this move of ours, and tiie less publicity
given to it, the better, Our Republican frieuds cautioned us
ageinst pudblic agitatlon. We followed their ecdvice and 1t was good
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Mr, Shulman 2= July 2, 1944

advice, You will have in Chiccgo the same very efficient staflf
which I had during the Republican Convention — ilr., danson,
¥r. Leo “ack and Mr, Elihu Stona.

You and Dr, Wise ought to srrange to be in Chieage
during the mestings of the Resolutions Committse, which usually
take place two or three days before the Convention, and you
ought to plan on remaining for the duratlon of the Convention,
Nothing 1s sure until final sction is teken and the Resolution
i3 voted on. I shall also bs in Chiecago for part of the time,
but as you readily understand, behind the scernes. Our offica
is making reservations for hotel accommcdations for all of us.
Please keap me in touch, if necesaary day by duy, of tha stepa
awhich you take in the matter.

With all good wishes, I remein

Very cordially yours,

AfS:EX
Dictated but not read by Dr. Silver




The Honorable Hathaniel L. Goldstein
Attorney General State of New York
80 Centre Street

Now York, N.X.

Ky dear Friemi:

I did not have a chance to see you before I left
Chicago to tell you how grateful we all are for the
splendid assistance which you rendered in Chicago im
connection with the Palestine plank which was introduced
in the platform of the Republican Party. I will malke
an official report to the Zionist Emergency
next Monday at which time I will stress your
contribution. I have already issued a public statement
in praise of the Reaclution which appeared in the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency Bulletin on March Z9. Another

I regretted, as I told you in Chicago, the inclusion
of the last sentence in the Resolution which confcfned the
President so sharply. This forced the hand of some of
the President's close friends im Zionist cireles to jump
to his defense. Howevar, this is not a very grave matter,

With all good wishes, I remain
Most cordially yours,

AHS:BK

P.5., I have written to Governor Dewey thanking him for
his help.
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PRESENT: Louis Lipsky presiding, Mendel N, Fisher, Abraham Goodman, Harold J,
Goldenberg, Israel Goldstein, James G. Heller, Irving Miller, Charles
Ress, Bernard A, Rosenblatt, Bobert Silverman, Jacob Sincoff, Rudolf G,
Sonneborn, Elihu D, Stone, David Wertheim, Stephen S. Wise.

Mre. Israel Goldstein, Leo B, Kagan, Henry Montor, Martin Panzer, Martin
Rosenbluth, Harry L., Shapiro, Meyer F. Steinglass.

PREVIOUS MINUTES

The Chalirman noted that the mimutes of the meeting of June 6, 1944 had
been clrculated, MNo corrections were suggested.

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUMCIL

Mr, Montor recalled to the Committee that at ite last meeting on June 6th,
it wae voted that the officers of the United Palestine Appeal be authorized to com-
municate with the President's War Relief Control Board in accordance with a diree-
tive of that Board that information must be made available to the welfare funds of
the country that, cut of the funds of the Keren Hayesod and Eeren Hayemeth, $500,000
is being made available for the period of a year to the American Zionist Emergency
Council, The text of the letter to be submitted to the President's War Rellef Con~
trol Board was read on June 6th, With the exception of two wotes, the letter was
approved as read with certain minor changes, Those corrections, Mr. Montor sald,
were incorporated in a letter which was submitted on June 9th to Mr. Charles P, Taft,
Acting Chairman cf the Control Board, with a covering letter from Dr. Heller, That
letter is to be approved by the Control Board in accordance with ite own request,
and subsequently is to be sent to all welfare funde and to all communities raising
funds. He called attention to the following points which were the substance of the
letter: (a) that it was in accordance with the spproved policy of both the Keren
Heyesod and Eeren Kayemeth to include within their finanecing the purposee of the
American Zionist Emergency Council and (b) that, in view of the fact that it was un-
desirable at this time to multiply the mumber of fund-raising efforts within the
communities, it had been deeided that the Emergency Counell should not condupt an
additional campaign but that the money should come from the Eeren Hayesod and Keren
Eayeneth.

Mr, Montor pointed out that on June 9th & letter was sent by the American
Zionist Emergency Couneil to all of ite constituent agencies or emergmcy cormittees
throughout the country appealing for funds for a radio program. (&ppendix 4) Mr,
Montor read the letter to the Committee and commented that, in view of the represen-
tations that have been made to the Control Board and the representations that are to
be made to the welfare funds of the country, it is incongruocus that money should
come to the Emergency Council from the Keren Hayesod and Eeren Eayemeth and the
statement be made that this 1s essential so that no burden of fund-raising be placed
on the Emergency Council, At the very same time communitles will have before them
requests for funde directly from the Emergency Council. He had no comment upon the
program of the Emergency Couneil al though he felt that the intention was very admir-
able. But there is a special situation which faces the United Palestine Appeal:
and that 1s the integrity and the accuracy of representations which it has made, on
the one hand, to the President's War Relief Control Board and, on the other, to the
welfare funds of the country, He felt that, in the same way as the UPA submitted
to the officers of the Fmergency Council the texts of the warious letters that were
being prepared and requested their cooperation in vielting the War Relief Control
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Board, the Emergency Council should have consulted with the UPA before taking mction
of this kind, He suggested that the Emergemcy Council be asked to reconsider the
action.

Dr, Heller expressed regret that Dr. Silver was unable to attend this
neeting, He agreed with all that Mr, Montor had sald and read excerpis frem a copy
of a letter that Dr. Silver had addressed to Mr, Lipsky on the subject, this copy
having been sent to him by Dr. Silver. However, notwithstanding the
represontations in this letter, the letter that went to the emergency cormittees
throughout the country did not scund them out, as Dr, Silver sald was the decleion
of the Executive Committee of the Couneil, but definitely requested contributions,
Before deciding that the UPA ghould send its letter to the welfars funds there was
a full discusaion, since thers was indeelsion, Dr., Heller said, as to whether it
was more advisable to do thie or for the Emergency Council to make its own sppeal,
At that time Dr, Silver himself eaid that it was impossible for the Council to make
its own appeal ss it had no apparatus for the purpese; it would mean the creation of
a new staff, etec,; secondly, it would be objectionable to welfare funds, These re-
marks were made by Dr. Silver, Dr. Heller deeclared, at the meeting of the Executive
Committee of the UPA on Juns 6%th, while the Emergency Council had already decided
to do just the opposite at a meeting on June S5th, Therefore, Dr. Heller could not
understand the entire procedure and asked the Executive Committee of the UPA to ect
decisively on the matter, Dr. Heller recalled that as soon as the firset meeting
with the War Relief Control Board was scheduled, he asked Dr. Silver whether he did
not wish the Council to be represented at the meeting, and Dr, Silver replied that
they had no interest in the matter whatscever., EHowever, Habbl Feuer did represent
the Couneil at that meeting., Since the UPA letter to the welfare funds states that
the Emergency Council did not wish to make any appeal of its own, it will be nooe
essary, unless the Council rescinds its appeal, Dr. Eeller said, for the UPA to con-
tact the Control Board and advise it that the letter sent it for spproval ies not to
be considered, since it no longer represents the facta.

Dr. Wise commented that a mumber of the members present-at the meeting of
the Executive Cormittee on June 6th bad aleo attended the meeting of the Emergency
Council mnd therefore were acquainted with the facts, He declared that as far as
he lmew, Dr, Silver was authorized only to explore the situation and that was the
decision of the Emergency Council., EHowever, he sald, Dr, Eilver felt that the mat-
ter of the radio progran wes an emergency, and if time were expended in writing to
the ccomunities, awaiting their replies and then taking the matter vp with the UPA,
it would be too late to do anything in the matter, since the progrem must start by
the middle of August, He felt that at this time $100,000 was more or less a neglig-
ible amount as compared with total collectiona, and therefore did not feel that this
appeal should be taken too seriously.

Mr. Shapiro mdvised that the Emergency Council itself will comtribute
$25,000, and that $23,000 in pledges had already been received.

Mr. Esgan stated that he was attending the meetingz as a representative of
the Lawyers Committee, headed by Mr, Mark Eiener, which had dasal.t with the tax ex-
empt status of the UPA. Mr, Elesuner regretted his inabllity to be present, but had
asked Mr, Xrgan to present his views, He could only give an opiniun, Mr. Kagan
sald, with regard to the tax phase of the matter, It was very rezrettable, he felt,
that ke lelter was sent out by Dr, Silver. It was the opinion of Kr. Edsner and
hinzelf that the letter from ths tax point of view is dameging tc the tax status of
contributions to the UPA. Howsver, this being a falt accompli nothing could ba done
ebout it, They therefore suggested that the communities which have already contrio-
used be asked to give permission to the Hmergency Council to transmit the funds for
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thie spegial purpose to the United Palestine Appeal} and then the latter could in
turn give the funds to the Emergency Council, They suggest, he said, that Dr, thege
Bilver now write a letter to the various communities asking permisgion to transmi
funds to the UPA. This would meet the situation in regard to the tax status, Mr,
Eagan sald, He stressed the fact that the tax status ie not a simple matter, He
expregsed surprise that the warious Zicnist organizations do not have standing law-
yers comnittees, He suggested that sach agency have such a committee not only for
advice on legal questions but on a mumber of related matters,

Mr, Shapiro stated that Dr. Silver was asked at the meeting of the Emer-
gency Council on June 5th to explore the finmancial possibilities of carrying on the
radio program, It was suggested that there might be commercial sponsors or that
the Emergency Council night approach its community contacts committees, It might
also go to the Zionist bodles, since the money that was required for this program *
was not included in the budget., He declared that one cannot go to a community and
explore == one must ask for funds, However, he declared, no appeal was made to any
welfare funds and no community was asked to hold a campaign. Only emall sums were
requested, he sald,

Dr, Goldstein, who was present at the meeting of the Emergency Council on
June 5th, stated that he understood that no definitive step was to be taken until
the matter came back to the Emergency Couneil with all the information available on
the basie of the exploration., Many things were involved, he said, For example,
some of those who were present at the meeting on June 5th were aware of the fact
that the ZOA had for months been preparing a radio program along similar lines to
those of the Emergency Council, The Executive Cormittee of the Z0A sanctioned the
program at a meeting eix weeks ago, and six or seven programs have already been re-
corded, He sald he mentioned these facts to Dr., Silver, who said that there would
be no conflict, since the ZOA would not be ready to start its program before the
Fall, by which time the Emergemcy Counell's program would be finished, However,
Dr, Goldstein said, the mimites of the Emergency Council state very specifically
that there was no authorization to do anything beyond exploring and dringing back a
report, He felt that the fact that the Ameri can Zionist Emergemey Council is an
emergency committee does not give it the authority to follow procedures different
from the usual, and therefore the action taken by the Epergency Counell wae not war-
ranted, He felt that the primary obligation of the UPA was to the Preeident's War
Relief Control Board, although, if it could be demonstrated how that obligation
could be met and at the same time permit the Emergency Council to make i1te appeal,
there would still be the necessity of considering the advisability of both the Z0A
and the Council soliciting funds for similar purposes,

Judge Rosenblatt felt that the most serious question was the one of the
tax status, Unfortunately, he said, Mr. Epgan's suggestion could not be followed.
The money cannot be turned over to the UPA because the UPA in turn would be com=
pelled to transmit it to the UJA.

Mr, Wertheim said that he could not understand why the whole subject was
being discussed with such excitement, Ee did not feel that enything wrong had been
done. The subject was being distorted out of all proportion, He could not under-
stand why Mr, Montor seemed to feel so keenly on the subject. He doubted whether
Mr. Montor would have felt the same way when he was connected with the Emergency
Council seven months ago. 4pparently Mr. Montor was not taking into account the
fact that the Zionists all over the country were deeply stirred, and wanted to do
something in relation to the Palestine situation., The Emergency Council's request
for supplementary funds would be welcomed, He felt sure that there would be a fine
response to it, No ome would be hurt, As far as he was concerned, there was actu~
ally nothing before the Executive Committee of the United Palestine Appeal for
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action, In effect, the Emergemcy Council was not even asking for money, What was
beingz suggeeted wae that local communities arrange their own programs end finanece
them, ©Surely no one could interfere with local autonomy if there was a desire in
the communities to do something about farthering the Zionist political aime at this
time.

Mr, Montor asserted that the issus facing the Executive Committee is the
integrity of its membership, It wae true that the name of Dr, James G, Heller was
gigned to the letter to go to the welfare fundes which had been submitted to the War
Helief Control Board, Actually every officer of the United Palestine Appeal was
equally responsible with hin for the accuracy of the statements contained in that
letter. He did not understand the level of the discussion in the Executive Commit-
tee. It was being made to sppear that if the Emergency Ocuncil only got a little
bit of money, then ite action was perfectly proper. The principle apparently did
not eount, 4s to Mr. Werthein's cbservations of a personal nature, he thought he
ought to remind Mr, Wertheim that when Mr. Montor was Executive Director of the Eme
ergency Council he had taken the position that Mr, Wertheim was advocating, but ap-
parently few peoples shared it., He had the conviction that American Zionists were
deeply stirred about the Palestine situation and really wanted to do something
about it, He had proposed —— and it was unanimously agreed by the members of the
Finance Committee of the Emergency Council —= that the Emergency Council should not
get its funds through the UPA agencies but should conduct a campalgn of ite own,

He felt that American Zioniste were prepared for it. However, the Emergency Council
turned down the propeosal that he had urged, It was also being asserted that the
Emergency Council's action was of an emergency character, and time could not be
taken for further organizational discussion, He wanted to remind Mr, Wertheinm that
as far back as October 18, 1943, Mr, Montor had proposed a budget of $604,500 for
the Emergency Council that included $75,000 for & radio program. Apparently, there-
fore, he had thought about a radio program and it hed been provided for in the bud-
get, but the budget was slashed, It seemed to him, therefore, that it 111 became
Hr., Wertheim to discues Mr, Montor's views on the basis of the record. Mr, Montor
wae not teking issue at all with the type of work which the Emergency Council want-
ed to do, On the contrary, he felt that the Emergency Council has been doing an
excellent Job and should be enabled to contimue to function in every ephere, But
there was a question as to how 1t should be financed. The War Relief Control ZBoard
is being told that the money is coming from the Eerem Hayesod and the Eeren Kayemeth.
He did not think it proper that at the very same time the Emergency Council should
go right back to the comrmnities and raise additional funds, while the welfare funds
were being told that the Emergency Council would conduct no campaign., If a radio
program was desirable, then by all means the money should be obtained for it, but
he felt that the proper place to go is to the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth which
financed the rest of the Emergency Council's activities,

Mr, Bineoff agreed with the viewpoint of Mr, Montor. He suggested that
the money that had already been ralsed by the Emergency Couneil in this effort
should be returned to the communitiee with an explanation of the situation, He pro-
posed that funds for the radio program should be applied for by the Emergency Coun~
e¢il to the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth,

The Chairman felt that no action should be taken in haste., It was true
that a resolution could be passed which would embarrass the Emergency Oouncil, Ee
did not think that any purpose could be served thereby, An attempt was belng made
to ralse & modest sum of money. 4 oase might be made out that a serious error had
been made, but, after all, in the letter thet had been sent to the President's War
Relief Control Board the intention was to indicate that there was no plan to appeal
to the welfare funds, What the Emergency Council was trying to do at the present




=5

time was to obtain emall sums from a linmited group of people and not in any way to
engage in a national campaign., These facts should be taken into consideration, He
felt that a reasonable explanation could be offered to the War Relief Control Board
if necessary, and to the communities, He felt that the only proper thing for the
Executive Committee of the United Palestine Appeal %o do at this time, since action
had already been taken, was to discuss with the Emergency Council what it was felt
proper or improper to do in the future, He did not think that any special action
was called for on what had already been done by the Emergency COouncil,

Dr, Heller called attention to the fact that the letter that went out to
the omergency committees did not ask for $75,000, but for $100,000, EHe said that
the guotas that were assigned to the various emergency committees were un the basls
of $150,000, ZIvery appeal of this kind, he said, ultinately reaches welfare funds.

Babbl Miller wze of the opinion that very little harm would be dome by
the issuance of Dr, Silver's letter, eince other organizations and causes were con-
timually asking individuals for small sume, Eowever, he felt that the difficulty
would be overcome if Dr, Silver would undertake to write to e£ll communities, which
have received his lettsr, the following: "I call attention very specifically to
this fact: that no approach mmst be nade to thu welfare fund a®d ro carpelgn must
be carried on in the community, btut this emall sum of money must ™= raised by you
among your own friends in a small eirecle",

Dr, Wise felt that no purpose would be served by any criticisn of the Eo-
ergency Council. Aetlon had been taken to meet an emergency situ=tion, ..:nd certaln-
1y there was no ill intention, It was quite proper to suggeet to the Exrgency
Council, if the Executive Committee wished to lo so, that in the future “unds should
be requesied from the Keren Hayesod and Koren Eayemeth if it appesnrad tlut the money
at the disposal of the Emergency Council were not sufficlent to curry out the pro-
gram, Dr. Wise submitted a motion to that effect. Tale motion was elaborated upen
during the subs-gquent discussion,

Dr, Heller was of the view that & supplementary explanation should be
sent to the War Relief Control Board to forestril any questions,

Mr, Montor felt that special reference should be made to the <:isting eit-
uation whereby the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kgy.neth provide the funds, ..¢ thought
it poseible that at some future time the Emergcuey Council would wish to go direct-
ly to the cormunities for its resources,

The Chairman, commenting on the necessity of informing the War Relief Con-
trol Board of a new development, suggested that the situation be watched and that
such action be taken ms might eventually be found desirable in the interests of the
United Palestino ‘ppeal,

Dr, Wie's suggestion was put in the form of a motion; it was seconded
and e-nrried, and read as follows:

The Trecutive Committee of the United Palestine Appeal, having heard a
repovs on an appeal addrossed to communities by the American Ziondst
Zmergoncy Couneil for additiomal funds and having in mind the represen-
tatiors already made by the United Palestinec Appeal to the President's
War Relief Control Board with regard to the source from which the Aner-
dcan Zionlst Emergency Councll receives its funde:
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(1) earnestly requests that so long as the Keren Hayesod and Keren
Eayemeth, constituent agencies of the United Palestine Appeal, continue
to be the source of support of the American Zioniet Emergency Council,
the Council should address requests for funde only to the Keren Hayesod
and Keren Eayemeth and should not, as long as that position remains, en-
deavor to raise funde through other sources;

(2) suggests to the American Zionist Fmergency Council that a com=
munication be promptly addressed to all those who recelved original re-
quest for funds, emphasizing that no campalgne are to be conducted with-

in the community and that no applications are to be made to welfare funds;

and also that this sclicitation should be terminated promptly;

(3) aske that a Joint committee representing the American Zionist
Emergency Council and the United Palestine Appeal should meet as prompt-
ly as possible to resclve the probleme arising out of this situation,

Messre, Wertheim and Stone urged that no letter be sent to the War Relief
Control Beard advising of the new situation, Mr. Stone felt that if any questicn
were ralsed, a proper answer could subsequently be glven,.

LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS L4BOR IN PALESTINE

Dr, Heller recalled to the Committee that there had been protracted die-
cuselons between the United Palestine Appeal and the League for Religious labor in
Palestine, the former contending that the Lesgue was not warranted in helding a
campalgn for funds in the United States., OSeveral conferences were held and finally
the League agreed to send the UPA a letter explaining how 1%s money was used. It
contended that the largest part of its money did not go te the Hapoel Eamizrachi,
which is a 40% beneficiary in the $250,000 grant to the Mizrachi Palestine Fund for
1944, A statement provided by the League for Religious labor as to how its funde
were expended in Palestine did not, in Dr. Heller's view, disclose any new facts.
It would appear that the Hapoel Hamizrachi was actually the chief beneficiary of
such additlional funds as the League made available, At a meeting on June 6th the
representatives of the League for Religious Labor hed again met with Dr., Heller and
with Mr, Montor and had requested permission to appear before the Administrative
Committee of the United Palestine Appeal to ask for reconsideration. Dr, Heller
pointed out that the Administrative Committee had already agreed that a statement
should be issued to the country mdvising the communities that no appesl for funds
by the League is warranted,

It was moved, seconded and carried that all the facts involwving the
League for Heliglous Labor in Palestine had been adequately consid-
ered and that no purpose would be served by further representations

to the Administrative Committee of the United Palestine Appeal by
representatives of the League, It was confirmed that a statement
should be issued to the communities advising that a campaign by the
League for Religious Labor in Palestine 1s not warranted in view of
the fact that funds for these same purposes are provided by the United
Palestine Appeal in the grant to the Mizrachi Palestine Fund,

HATIONAL BUDGETING

Mr. Goldenberg reported on a meeting held on June 12th, 1944 to d;l-_csu
the attitude of the United Palestine Appesl on national budgeting., (4ppendix D).
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Following a discussion; motion was made and carrled that the statement
on National Budgeting be referred to the Administrative Committee of
the UPA for a full discuseion of the entire problem.

LN IEPENDEN

Mr, Goodman stated that a letter had been addressed by Dr, Silver and him-
pelf, as Co=Chairmen of the Ihdependent Jewish Press Service, requesting the United
Palestine Appeal to make available a sum of $1,000 to the Press Service. The letter
had been addressed to Dr. Heller who had mot yet had an opportunity of reading it
geince i1t had Just been forwarded the previous dayi

During a discussion Mr., Fisher stated that an effort was being made to es—
tablish an Advisory Council of the Independent Jewish Press Service, in which the
various institutions would be represented,

In response to Dr. Heller's question, the Chairman stated that application
for funde for the Independent Jewish Press Service were now being eddressed to wel-
fare funds,

It was moved, seconded and carried that $1,000 be appropriated to the
Independent Jewish Press Service,

Meeting adjourned at 2150 F. M.
Submitted by Florence Eitslberg
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' AMERICAN ZICONWIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 Mgdison Avenue
Eﬂﬂ Tﬂrkp 1?. H'aw Yu!‘k

Chairman of Executive Committee
Dr, 4Abba Hillel Silver
June 9, 1944

SENT TO CHAIRMEN OF LOCAL RMERGENCY COMMITTEES

As Allied armies push forward to victory in Europe, a decision on the future
of the Jewish National Home is brought closer., Historie pronouncements may be made
before too many months have paseed, and it 1s, therefore, lmperative that we accel-
erate our propaganda activity. Beginning with the late summer and continuing
through the fall, we must carry out the most intensive educational campaign in the
history of the Zionist movement.

In our forthcoming drive we plan to employ the different media of propaganda
and information as never before, We intend to use the radlo extensively in our
work for the first time, and a series of programe to be broadcast coast=to=coast
is now being prepared.

For thirteen successive weeks America will hear our case presented by the
country's outstanding public figures and artists, both Jewlsh and non-Jewish, over
more than 100 radioc stations. One of these stations will be in or near your city,
and the people of your community will thus be provided with a systematic and inter-
estingly-presented campalgn of education on Falestine and Zioniem,

When the budget of the American Zionist Pmergency Council was formulated, no
provision was made for such a program, the coet of which will be in excess of
$100,000, While it is not the policy of the Emergency Council to call on any com-
punity for financial help, I em, nevertheless, turning to you with the extraordinary
request that you, with the cooperation of the Zionist groups in your community,
ralee the sum of $ for this essential project. This amount should be colleco-

I am deeply grateful to you for the cooperation which you and your associates
have given to the Zionist movement in these critical times.

May I hear from you within the next two weeks, so that we may complete the
necessary arrangements and launch our radio project ms speedily as possible,

Very cordially yours,
(signed)

Abba Hillel Silver
ABS:HH
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MINUTE OF A MEETING TO DISCUSS THE U, P. A. ATTITUDE ON NATIONAL BUDGETING
Monday, June 12, 1944, Biltmore Hotel, 12:30 P.M.

PRESENT: Karold J, Goldenberg, Minneaptlia, presiding, Chairman of a sub-committee
of the United Palestine Appeal, and Louis Lipsky and Rudolf G, Sonneborn,
menbers of the committee, Also: Henry Montor and Robert Silvernman.

In accordance with the action taken by the Administrative Committee of the
United Palestine Appeal, Dr. Heller had appointed a sub-committee of three to ex-
plore further the question of mational budgeting, which ie now being recomsidered
by the Board of Directors of the Council of Jewlsh Pederations and Welfare Funds,
The committee is to submit to the Adminietrative Committee its view of the attit-
ude which the United Palestine Appeal should take toward the problem,

It was pointed out that in 1942 a compromise agreement was reached on the sub-
Ject of national budgeting, It barred introduction by the Council of national bud-
geting for three years, That agreement expires Jamuary 1, 1945, The Council then
hopes to introduce national budgeting in some forn,

The question arose whether, as was the case three years ago, the United Pales-
tine Appeal should oppcse national budgeting. The opinion was in the negative,

However, the United Palestine Appeal should state ite position on the subject
vhen it meets with Mr., Jacod BElaustein, chairman of the sub-committee of the Board
of Directors of the Council dealing with budget research, Mr, Blaustein has been
authorized by the Board to consult with nationsl agencles as well as member agencies
of the Couneil,

Aleo the U, P, A, should clarify its position to the country by publicizing the
attitude it will adopt, for the benefit of leaders in welfare funds who, three years
2go, Joined with the U, P, A, in opposing national budgeting, The reasons should be
glven for the change in attitude of the U, P. A, It should be pointed out that the
more sympathetic attitude of the U, P, A, 1s based on certain conditions, as out-
lined below,

Following ean extended discussion, in which the consensus was that some form of
national budgeting seems inevitable, a series of proposals was formulated as the
basls for the U, P, A, thinking on the subjsct.

(1) T™e establishment of eome form of budgeting procedure is in iteelf commend-
able,

(2) To attenpt to introduce budgeting in all its implications at this time
would be inappropriate, It ie a period of change, when the fixing of permanent
gtandards 1s irmposesible,

(3) For the present, a makeshift system of budgeting should be adopted, Im
view of the nore or less stable situstion there, the home front servicesshould be
the first to which the budgeting procedure should be applied, The home front
agencles are not faced with the same chaotic conditions as apply overseas,

(4) Inasmuch as the United Palestine Appeal (and Joint Distribdution Committee)
is affected by so changeable factors at this time, 1t (and the J.D.C.) and the
United Jewish Appeal (including its various agencies) should be excluded from the
eonsideration of the budgeting process for two years,
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(5) The budgeting precess to be established might take into consideration these
suggestions?

(a) Yo attempt should be made to pass judgment on ideologles,

(b) 4 budgeting committee should de set up for a three=year term, with
one=third of the number being replaced each year,

(c) The conmittee should consist of at least twenty-five members to be
selected as follows: (1) Each Reglon of the Council should be entitled to two
representatives; (2) There shall be one representative each of the United Palestine
Appeal. and the Joint Distribution Committee, these being the two bodies with the
most general appeal to the community; the other members shall be selected at large,

Additional suggestions emerged out of the discussions:

(1) The Cormittee on National Budgeting of the U,P,A, should be transformed
into & Cormittee on Contact with Welfare Funds, It is recognized that the Welfare
funds will have increasing influence, The interest of friends of Palestine should
be maintained,

(2) Hepresentatives of some 15 or 20 communities might be called together to
discuss national budgeting and the particular attitude toward it of the U, F, 4,

(3) Cooperation should be extended to ensure a brosdening democratic character
for the National Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds: through partiei-
pation in Heglonal neetings as well as local welfare funds; and through interest in
the composition of the Board of Directors of the Couneil,
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45 East 45th Street
New York City
July 7, 1944

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

East 105th and Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I want to extend to you not only the thanks of
the Republican Party but my sincere personal thanks as well
for your part in the epublican National Convention. You
added a great deal to its deliberations,

If there was ever a time when the country as a
whole, and we, as a political party, needed Divine Guldance
it is now and I hope we may have your continued prayers,

Sincerely yours,
ra e

hes.ew (S 2 = ,

Earfisun E;rsﬁangier
General c?unsal
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The Zditoer
Christian Seiense Monitor
Bostom, Mases.

Desr 31

Tour Yashington correspondent in his dispateh of June 28th states
thet the plsak in the Eepublicem platferm in swooers of Jowieh elpime
to Palestine on the basis of the Balfour Declaration "Sotally diere-
gords the equally bimding tresty which the Eritish signed during World
Bar I with King Huseein of the Ssjas.”

This stotemont ie singulerly isascurat® and mislsnding, The soe
oslled trenty with King Busselin was in

who vae ot that time not King of the Hejas bub the Sharif of Mecca.
Unlike the Balfour Declaration which was ppproved by the Sritish Far
Cabinet after very full discussion snd was givem the utmost publiecity,
and suhsequently received She endorsement of fifty-two nntions of the
League ae well as the sporovel by unanimous Egeclution of the United
Stntes Comgrese, the text of the McMahom correspondence was kspt searet
for years, It vne Dot efficislly dieclosed wmtdl 1939, 1% Ls implied
in your correspondeat’s aote that the Nolishwm pledge applled alese teo
Pelectine smd thet o thet extent it detrgoted from the eoffect of the
Mf;i Desloretion, This guggestiom was coatradicted Ly the follow-
ing ot

1, 6ir Feayy Nellabon himgelf in o 1lstter to the "Pimes" of July
28, 1939, deslereds "I feel At wy duty S0 state, snd I do so definitely
sl emplntically, that 4% wae not intended by me in giving thir pledge
to King Buseein to include FPalestine ia the area in which Arad indepen-
dence was promised, I slse had every rescor to believe nt the tise
that the fsct that Falectine was not included im my pledge was well
widerstood by Tinx Fuesein.”

2, Colomel C, E, Vicktery, = master of Arabie, wee sent from Caire
in 1920 on an official mission %o ia the origiasl text of the letter
ar setuslly received by the Sherif, referring to thie visit he wrote:
“I resd ths letier through very slowly...it was quite evident that Pale
estine weo not imeluded ia the propossls $o the King...I esm say most
definitely thet the whole of the King's demends vere centered nround
Syria, and only Syria. Ne stated most emrhatioally that he #id not come
cern blmself st all with Falestine sad hed no desire io have suzersinty
over it or for suecessore.”

g
:
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Z. The late Eiag Feisal of Irag, son of Hussein, who was the
Arad spokesman at the Pesee Confercnee, epseifically exclufed Folege
:tuﬂ-uth- territories in respect of which he demsnded Arad im.
wm:

Alshough Arsd propegendliete heve long sought on the bagle of the
Nelighon pledge to esteblish a claim to Falestine in addition to the
vash territorise where there right to independence hes movw bBeen recoge
adged, 5 loag series of BEritigh official statements starting with that
of Mr, Wineton Charehdll im 1922, has mede it empleticslly olasr that
the Byitish Ooverameat considers theos olaimes S0 be emSirely withoud
substancs., Thie stend wae confirmed as & recult of a full lavertige-
tion conduoted by the Lord Chameellsy in 1939 vhen he held that “the
ecorrespendence ss a whole,,.not caly 414 exelude Prlestine, but should
have been understood te do ge,"

It 49 in theee ¢ircumetances a little astomiehing, to put it mildly,
that the Stote Department, as sugzesied by your ¢orrespemdent, should
adduse this correspondence as & Daslie om which to geek %o weaksa the
effect of the promiee of the Balfour Declaratiomj & promise vhich, as
$astified by ¥r. Lloyd Guerge, ir, Vinstoa Chwrohill and others, vas
intended to give to the Jews the oppertmity of establishing ia Falestine
& Jevigh Commomvealbhs

Toure Very truly
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"“PRESS RELEASE from

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Associated Organizations:

Fionist Organization of hmnrilnl * Hadassah * Mirrachi * Poale-Zion

342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. * MU 2-1160

iy -,

FOR DOEDIATE XELEASE

LOUISIANA IS5 NINETEENTH STATE TO URGE
UNRESTRICTED JEWISE IMMIGRATION INTO PALESTINE

JOINS IN IEMAND FOR JEWISE COMMONWEALTH
New York — ILoulslana ls the nineteenth atate to demand that the gates of
Palestine be epened for the "unrestricted entry and settlement of Jewisn refugees,
and to their unrestricted rights as promised in the Balfour Declaration," it was
announced today by the American Zionist Emergency Council, which is leading the
drive to repeal the British White Paper of 1939 and to reconstitute Palestine as
a free and demperatie Jewish Commonwealth.

Tne Council disclosed that the House of Reprecsentatives of the Loulsiana
Logialature has unanimously adepted a resolution declaring that "in pursuance of
the underlying intent and purpose of the Balfeur Declaration, and qf the solemn
compact between the Governments of the United States and His Majesty's Government,
there be established such politierl, economic and mdministrative conditlons as
will insure the development of Palestine inte a self-governing Commonwealth, which
shall be an integral part of o new democratic world order in nccordonce with the
principles for which we now fight,"

Similar resolutions have been pnssed by the states of Alabamn, Califeornin,
Colorado, Connccticut, Florida, Georgin, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusettis,
Migsouri, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvanin, Rhode Island, South Carelinn, Texas,

Virginin and Washington.

(more)
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The text of the Loulsiana resolution follows:

"WHEREAS, on Hovember 2, 1917, the Government of Great Britain issued the
Balfour Declaration, promising the establishment in Palestine of & National Hame
for the Jewish people; and

"WHEREAS, the policy thus outlined was concurred in by unanimous vote of
the two Houses of the Congress of the United States in & joint resolution adopted
June 30, 1922, and implemented by the Anglo-American Treaty of December 3, 1924,
wherein the Governments of the Unlted States and of Great Britaln, respectively,
contracted and agreed for the putting into effect of the

'declaration originally made on the 2nd November, 1917, by the
Government of His Britannic Majesty, and adopted by the snid
Powers. in favour of the establishment in Panlostine of A national
home for the Jewish people, it being cleoarly understood that
nothing should be done which might prejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jowish communities in Pnlestine,
or the rights nnd political stntus enjoyed by Jews in nny othor
country: !

"WHEREAS, the gufferings of the Jews in Europe under the heel of the Nazis
cry out to the enlightensd conscience of the United Nations, and the need for the
full implementation of the promise of a Homeland of their own for the stricken and
persecuted Jewish masses has become not merely a matter of Justice but a dire
necesaity; now, therefore, . i

"EESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the Legislature of the State
of Loulsians that it express its profound sympathy to the vietims of Nazi religious
persecution and racial hatred: and

"EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we respectfully urge thaé the gates of Pnlestine
be opened fer the unrestricted entry and settlement of Jewish refugees, and to their
unrestricted rights as promised in the Balfour Declaration; znd that in pursunnce
of the underlying intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration, and of the soclemn
compact betweon the Governments of the United States ond His Majesty's Governmont,
therec be catablished such political, cconomic, ond administrative conditions ms

will insure the development of Pnlestine into a self-governing Commonwealth, whieh

(more)
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shall b= an integral prrt of a new democratic world order in accordance with the
principles for which we now fight: and
"EE IT FURTHER EESOLVED that this resolution be spread upon the records of
this House, nnd the Clerk of the House be and he is hereby directed to send copies
thercof to tho President of the United Statee and to the Secretary of §tn$e, and
to the two Senntors from Louisinna and to emch of the Represcntatives of Loulgliana

in the Hationnl House of Roprcsentatives.!

lﬂaﬂ—hl

487 - 7/10/44
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Page Twoe Telludd,

(a) I believe that you ought %o set up a powerful Committee .
/ %o promote - if possible with Gover:msnt help - Lowdermilk's plan, ' .
or sométhing very like it.  If this plan is sponsored by the Pre- s
sident, it might easily become an important instrument which would .
help us to avoid partition, because it is so obvious that both Jews . .
and Arabe weuld benefit by it, and that it would serve as a model .
for tho development of the whole of the Middle Fagt. and thus estab- :
1ish our olaim to consideration even in the eyes of those who Are
at present opposed to us. '

T way be that on my return from Palestine I should come
over add ged you all, bub of course #ras must be left for the fubure
to decide, and for you to shiak over in the meantime. I am also
toying with the idea of going to see Smuks, if I.can possibly manege -
it, end if my health peirmlte,

But [ am k. {gus that some otical sign should be
given by the U.8. Go that they ard willifig to take a hand
in the actual shaping of*Palest fu & Ameriocan
gupport is merely platonicyAnd the Pritish have some excuse for
s Trak the Auericens are readyenough to eritloise, but do not
¥mnt tc help.

I wae so much impressed by what I heard yes terday that
1 gm enxious o put to you with all the strength at my command my
sonviction that this is the only line leading to success, namely:

XX {a) To secure the ackive sarticipation of Azerics, and
T —-.._.___‘_____.—-—_'lI
(b) To work out a great practical project on Lowdermilk's
-K'){ lines, with the assistance and participation of Lowder-

mill himself, and of other great American authorities
in this field: If sweh-a vroject were to be presen-
ted under Presidemtial anepices, it would glive us an
unanswerable cese.

Well, I have indicated a line of notions We on ocur side
ghall de 21l we can here and in Palestine, and [ em confident that
in the next six months we oan so prepare the ground as %o ensure
CULLLET I '

The mew Ligh Commissionsr, lord Gort, went out a ;erw days
age



ago, and h# Primes ¥inister mentioned, he is fully informed of
! the nuui hith the P M. himself ie talkinz in these matters. I ..
| believe Lord Gort to beé benevolsntly disposed, tourageous, honour-
] able, and whodt préjuiicest I bslieve we shall be-abls to nﬂr_
with" hime The Prime ¥inlster urged me most strongly to keep im
elose toush witk Lord Cort while I am im Palestine. The PaMe 48
mturni"l{nmch worried by the terrorist outbreaks. I did my best -
to explain, but as you will userstend, 4t was none 'bm:r myf 9

X Do plsase remembsr about Baruch, and the ot’harﬁ of hin
/ u-tagq;'m 1 m sure !ﬁ- l‘huﬁenthnu umld hnlp a graat haﬂ:.

"rdl-

i--*tfahi:nﬁ-yau a2y iﬂl‘} gutﬂ"hmk in your mrk, end nith
kind regards to 2ll friends, T vemain

Affecti u_mtel;r yours
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-PRESS RELEASE

American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine

Room 2500 . 245 Fifth Avenue
MUrray Hill 3-1881 New York 16, N. Y. .

FOR IMIEDIATE HELEASE

AMERICAN LABOR'S ATTITUIE TOWARD PALESTINE
by
VINCENT J. MURPHY
MAYOR, NEWARK, N. J,

- SECRETARY-TREASUHER NEW JERSEY STATE FEDERATION
OF L4BOR, A.F. OF L,

The recent organization of a nation-wide committee of trade union leaders,
calling itgelf the American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine, brings
sharply into focus the attitude which organized labor in Amcrica has long enter-
tained toward Palestina,

This attitude is not based solely on moral or humanitarisn grounds, although
a very strong case may be made for it along these lines, Certainly morel justice
demande that the doors of Palestine be opeped to the unrestricted entry of the
harricd and homeless refugee Jews who have suffered untold and untellable hardships
since the advent of the Hitler regimo in Germany and Europe. No ome can read obout
the terror through which they have lived, or about the milllons whose lives have
been cruelly snuffed out, without wanting %o shout a demand for a place of refuge
for these helpless peaple.

They were promised that place, The Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the
British Mandate of 1922, batked by the pledged word of the civilized nations of the
world, were that promise, To close the doors of Pelestine at a time whon they
represont perhaps the only safe and constructive refuge is not only immoral but

inhumt
(more)
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Yet these i.u'c not the only grounds for American labor's insistence on the
keeping of the pledge. There is also the feeling of close unity between organized
labor in America and the labor movement in Palestine, ¥or it is with deep admira-
tion and respect that all thinking labor leaders view the adhievements of the
organized Jewish workers of Palestine, i

No nation in the world has madc such megnificent progress in so short a
time as have the Jews in Palestine, Swamps, wastelands, boarron rocks and soil have
been given life, and from their newly-created fertility life has been drawn to
feed and clothe and house 600,000 Jowish men, women and children, It is indecd o
miracle, but it toock the toil and swent and blood of labor plomecrs %o accomplish
it.

Pnlogtine's General Foderation of Jowish Lobor has a record of public
service which is unequaled anywhere in the world. It has earned the enviable
position which it holds in the world of labor. It has been the spark plug in the
strugegle to redeem the wasteland, to build the factories and the cities which are
today producing so many of the products which meet the needs of the Allied Forces
in the Near East, .

It is because thesc things are not generally knowm .that the organization
of the American Jewisgh Trade Unicn Commdttce for Paolestine takes on such great
import., It is the responsibility of this Committee to bring to the attention of
: organized leabor the fucts about Palestine and the background of the strugsle to
croate there a free and democratic Jowish Commonwenlth. To the few millione who
bhave escaped the ghastly sloughtor of the imnocents which has morked Hitler's war,
Falestine represents not only a refuge but a divine hope. It represents the only
gpot on earth in which the refugee Jow may build a new futurc for himself, for his
children, and for his people. Only herc con he build with relative scourity for
his future and for the futurc of the generaticns to follow. Only the zeal and
devoticn which the Jewish pioncors menifestod in Palestine could have bullt the
wondrous things which hove buen accomplished in sc fow yeors in Jowlsh Pnlestine,

(more)




e
3

- o

With the establishment of the American Jewish Trade Union Committee for
Palastiﬁa, American labor has created a voice through which to herald these achiove-
ments, not only to Americans, but to thinking people the world over, That the
Committee is doing this with marked success is indicated by the large numbers of
trade union leaders who have joined its ranks., Among its sponsors are the presi-
dents of the American Foderation of ILebor and the Congress of Industrial Organize~
tions, William Green and Philip Murray, who serve in the capacity of Honorary
Chairmen, Honmorary Vice-Chairmen include Irviug Abramecn, State Chairman, C.I.0.
Industrial Council of New Jersey; James B, Carey, Secretary-Treasurer, Congress cf
Industrial Organizations; Willlam Ccllins, Now York State Representative, American

Federaticn of labor; Edvard Flore, Vice-President, American Federation of Labor;

George M. Harrison, Grand President, Brotherhood of Railway and Steamship Clerks;
James McDevitt, President, Pennsylvania State Fedcration of lLabor; George Meany,
Secretary-Treasurer, Amorican Federation of Lsbor; Thomas Murray, FPresident, New
York State Toderastion of lLabor; Thomas lurtha, Prosident, Now York City Coentral
Trades and Labor Councily R. J. Thomas, Internationel President, United iutomobile
Workers, C.I.0.; Mathew Woll, Vicc-President, American Federation of Lebor, The
present writer, too, is one of those who hns nccepted service on this Committee,
and who feels that through muh constructive work groat headway can be made towarde

better understanding snd wider tolerance among nll people.

l-llu-m—
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HRM0 TO DR, WISE SATURDAY, July 15, 1944

It would be a great blunder to have a debate on the Palestine plank
before the Resolutions Committee.

1) Public attention will certainly be drawn to it by the press.
It will dramatise the sharp division among the Jews of Americe om the subject
of Palestine, It will give the minority an important sounding bourd which it
craves.

2) As a result of press reports our op-osition throughout the country
may be stirred inte action and will flood McCormick and his committee with
telegrams against the resolutlon.

8) In order to satisfy the opposition and to satisfy everyone the
resoclutions committee will be inclined to pass a whittled down and washed out
Palestine plank which would be acceptable to Americun Jewish Committee and to
the American Council for Judaism, the kind of & plank which,from what has been ¢
reported, is in the mind of Mr. Rosemman.

4) It wes & mistake to have asked for & hearing before the committee.
It is not too late to withdraw the request espeeislly if Lasaron's request
was based on the assumption that our aide would have a hearing before the
committea.

5) ucCormick should hbe peen at once, the situation explained to him,
and he should be urged to advise Rabbi Lazaron at once that inasmuch as the
Zioniste will not be heard by his committee, there is no occaslon for the
anti-Zionists to be héeard. Thls should also be explained to ths Baltimore
representative who presented Lassron's request.

Lazaron has probably not yet left Baltimore and if a telegram is sent
to him today he will probably not come on.

' ¥hat Dr. Wise has told me about the constituency of the committee, is
very favorable to us. You can work with the members individually as I sm
sure you have done. A public sappearance is the last thing we want, nor do I
believe will the Resolutions Committee be happy over the spectacle of a sharp
class of opinion among the Jews over this issue st a public hearing. It will
only embarrass them.

If the Palestine plank is not included following your appearance it
will be a public repudiation of our representatives.
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Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

Fagt 105 Street and snsel Road
Clevelend, Ohio

Deer Abbna:

I want to tell you what 1 have slresdy told Lipeky snd others, that
you handled yourself with real statesmanship end sbility at the Republicen Con-
ventlon at Chicago end thet you have done a first-rate job for our people. 1
was rather dispusted with Wise's response to your work. Were he possessed of
& tenth of your sbility, he would have utilized your efforts to gein an egual
victory at the Democratic Convention. Instezd he snd Henry Monsky ected with
characteristic stupidity. 1 cannot understand what they think they sccomplish

by giving everything away in advance.

I think that you ought to pursue your course further with the object
of keeping this guestion before the public. Yow ought to orgenize your publi-
city so that Zionism becaomes & living issue in Americam life until there is en
essunption of responsibility for this question among; the political parties of
this country. I think you need to meke it clesr %o comservative Americens that
the habit that the Communists have of labelling everything snti-Semitic is
their propagands end ig unessociated with enything Jewlsh. This is & terrific
job but it can be done if you are orgenized properly for the purpose of doing
4%,

I think that you need to strike out constantly et such orgenizstions
65 The American Leasgue for u Free Palestine. Most Americans cannot distinguish
between one Jewish crganization snd snother snd if you do not disassociate your-
gel® from this money gathering sgency of wild men, the whole Jewish world will
be identified with them. I think you need to be aggressively antagonistic to
them.,

It hes been delightful to me to rensw this friendship of my child-
hood and I sincerely hope that it will not sgein be permitted to lapee.

GES :HP f}r‘;a X E. Sckolsky
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WISE PIEADS FOR PALESTINE PLANE IN DEMOORATIC PLATFORM
-l e e
Chicago = Rabbl Stephen S, Wige of New York, co-chairmen of the American Zionist
Emergency Council, which includes a1l mejor ZioAist bodies, end one of the three
co-chairmen of the American Jewish Conference representing some 3 million Jews,
president of the American and World Jewieh Congress founded by Justice Brandeis,
made the following statement on Monday .evening, July 17, at the Hotel Stevens,
Chicago, I1l1., before the Resolutions Committee of the Democratic National
Convention.
Text of Resolution
NFrom the days of Woodrow Wilson and throughout the administration of
Franklin Delano Roosevel®, it has been the policy of the Demccratic Party to
support the full implementation of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate over
Palestine, In the 1light of tha_L_t historic policy and the uprooting and homeless-
ness of millions of Jews in Buropean lands, we call for the opening of Palestine
to unrestrigted Jewish immigration and colonization; and, in accordance with the
full intent and purpose of the eald covenant made with the Jewish people, the
egtablishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, in which
all the inhabitants shall have equal civic, religlous, and cultural rights and in
shich the Holy places of all falths shall be fully safeguarded.”
After reading the above Regolution, submitted by the American Zionist

Emergency Council, which Dr. Wise represents, he sald:

(more)
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"1 espeak for what has become a great tradition of the Democratic Party,
initiated by Woodrow Wilson and continued through the years by Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, This is a precious and historic policy which dare not be abandoned
at a time when it has become virtually the only hope of European Jews facing
extermination, Our Secretary of State, the Honorable Cordell Hull, declared on
Fridays; ‘Heliable reports from Hungary have confirmed news of mase killing of
Jews by the Nazis and their Quislings, The entire Jewish comminity in Hungary,
which mumber mearly 1 million souls, is threatened with extermination! - exter=
mination in the hideous and hellish Nazl gas chambers in Poland to which these are
being deported.

0T gpeak not only for a vastly overvhelming majority of the 5 million Jews
of America, but in addition, for many millions of Christians of all churches who
wigh Jews to have a national home in Palestine. The National Conference on
Palestine, made up altogether of Christian men and women, recently declared in
Washington; 'We join with millions of other American Christians in expressing our
horror that the appalling assault against the Jewish people contimues unabated.
In a decade scarred by the sadism of Hitler, the mass destructlon of the Jewish
people has gone on unflinchingly . . « + We therefore reaffirm our faith in the
spirit as well as the letter of the Balfour Declaration, and ask for maximum
Jewigh immigration into Palestine and full opportunity for colonization and
economic development. \ie reafiirm the traditional policy of our Government and
ask for all effective measures, to the end that Palestine may be reconstituted by
the Jewish people as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth.'

"The Democratic Party and the Administration have through the War Refugee
Board set out to save the endangered refugees, The President has called for the
ereation of a Free Port for Refugees, 1000 in all, but many undreds of thousands
still remain in Hitler's Europe to be saved. Only Palestine, the Jewish National
Home, can save them —— little Palestine, which since 19392 has given shelter and

abiding home to tens of thousands,
(more)
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"Members of the Resolutions Committee, ope wishes at a time like this to
gpeask well within tha limits of moderation. And yet I camnot help or avoid
saying to you that the Convention resolutions without such a plank as we have
asked would be regarded as another White Paper, and would bring grimaced dis-
appointment and heartbreaking disillusionment %o Jews throughout the world.

These have only the democratic countries in which to live and Palestine in which
%o rebuild their shattered but unconquered lives.

"Meobers of the Resolutions Committee, may I be forgiven a moment's personal
reference. I was & member of the Republican Party until 1911, when I became the
follower of Woodrow Wilson, as I have remained a follower of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. For a whole generation and more, I have labored for the honor of your
great Party., I ask of you now, who am resolved to continue the support of the
Party of Wilson and Roosevelt, that I be not disarmed. It ie our Party, which
through Wilson, helped o make the Balfour Declaration possible. It is our Party,
which under Wilson and Roosevelt alike, always favored fullest implementation
thereof. I have never asked aught for myself. I ask nothing even for my fellow
Jews., But for the honor of the Democratic Party, and in order that it may be
true to its great tradition of democratic service to all peoples, I beseech you
to include within your resolutions the plank on Palestine which I have resd to
yoU.

"For some years I have earnestly and, alas, in vain, pleaded with the
Christian world — its people and ites nation — to let my people go. Even as
Moses pleaded with King Pharoah, For my fellow Jews were csmght and trapped and
gll but exterminated, and millions of them —- civilians — have perished, Tonight,
I beseech you, trustees and guardians of the Democratioc Party, as did the Hebrew
Prophet of old —~—~ the Prophet whose words will be read in every undestroyed
synagogue next Sabbath mornings Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, they who
live and have not died will again take heart and courage — and great shall be

your reward,"
(more)
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Following Dr. Wise's statement, Dr. Israel Goldstein, president of the
Zionist Organization of America, made a brief plea for the inclusion of a Palestine
plank in the Democratic platform, Dr, Goldstein emphagized that the Palestine
plank included in the 1944 Republican platform had made a gtrong impression among
American Jews, and urged the Democratic Party to equal, if not surpass, the
Hepublican declaration on Palestins.

Also appearing with Dr. Wise in behalf of the Hesolution were Herman
Smlman of New York, Congressman Sabath of Illinois, Judge Iouis E, ILevinthal of

Philadelphia, and Judge Harry M., Fisher of Chicago.

o 30
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DE. SILVER HAILS PALESTINE FLANE IN DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM

Cleveland -~ Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
American Zlionist Emergency Council, today hailed the Palestine plank included in
the platform of the Democratic National Convention which favors "the opening of
Palestine to unrestricted Jewlsh immigration and colonization, and such a policy
as to result in the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Common-
welath" and declared that "it will be specially welcomed by the Jewg of America
who will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friendship and
helpfulness at a time of decp criels and tragedy for Israel."

In a statement iseued here, Dr. Silver expressed his gratification that
the Democratic Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delano Hoosevelt, now
reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movement which more than a \quurtar of
a century ago was so eloguently championed by another great Democratic President,
Woodrow Wilson,"

Pointing to the similar action taken by the Hepublicans at their eonvention
last month, Dr. Silver asserted that "it is now the declared purpose not of one
political party or another but of the entire American people which has come to
regard this constructive solution of the basic Jewieh problem in the world today
as one of the important objectives of a just world peace which is to follow this
War,"

The text of Dr. Silver's statement follows;

UThe whole-~hearted endorsement by the Democratic Party at its convention in

Chicago of the rights of the Jewish people %o unrestricted immigration and land

(more)
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asquisition in Palestine -— rights which have been denied by the current White
Paper policy of the Mandatory —- and the recognition of the historie aspiration of
our people to tuild in Palestine a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, is an
act of greatest political significance and etatesmanship, It will be warmly
welcomed by all sections of the American people which have always manifested pro-
found sympathy for the efforts of the Jewish people to re-build their national life
in their ancient home. It will be especially welcomed by the Jews of America who
will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friendship and helpful-
ness at a time of deep crisgis and tragedy for Israel.

"The Democratiec Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delsno Roosevelt,
now reaffirms ite loyal support of the Zlonist movement vwhich more than a quarter
of a century ago was so eloquently championed by another great Democratic President,
Woodrow Wilson.

"The action of the Democratic Party following the similar notable action of
the Republican Party at its convention in Chicago last month, now puts both major
parties squarely behind the ideal of a Jewlsh Palestine. It is now the declared
purpose not of ome political party or another but of tha.antirﬂ American people
which has come to regard this constructive solution of the baslc Jewish problem
in the world today as one of the importent objectives of a just world peace which

ie to follow this War,"

#93 - 7/20/44
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E0R IMMEDIATE RELEACE

DR, SILVER HAILS PALESTINE PLANK IN DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM

Cleveland —- Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
American Zionist Emergency Council, today hailed the Palestine plank included in
the platform of the Democratic National Convention which favors "the opening of
Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a policy
as to result in the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Common-
ta].ath“ and declared that "it will be specially welcomed by the Jews of America
who will be greatly heartenmed by this magnificent expression of friendship and
helpfulness at a time of deep orisis and tragedy for Israel.”

In a statement issued here, Dr, Silver expressed hig gratification that
"the Democratic Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delanc Roogevelt, now
reaffirme its loyal support of the Zionist movement which more than a guarter of
a century ago was so elogquently championed by another great Democratic Prosident,
woodrow Wilsonm,®

Pointing to the similar action taken by the Republlicans at their eonvention
last month, Dr. Silver asserted that "it is now the declared purpose not of one
politiesl party or another but of the entire Amewican people which has come to
regard this constructive solution of the basic Jewisgh problem in the world today
as one of the important objectives of a just world peace which is to follow this
War,"

The text of Dr. Silver's statement follows;

"The whole-hearted endorsement by the Democratic Party at its convention in

Chicago of the rights of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigratdon and land

(more)
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acquisition in Palestine — rights which have been denied by the current White
Paper policy of the Mandatory —— and the recognition of the historle aegpiration of
our people to build in Palestine a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, is an
act of greatest political significance and statesmanship. It will be warmly
welcomed by all sections of the American people which have always manifested pro-
found sympathy for the offorts of the Jewish people to re-build their national life
in their ancient home. It will be especially welcomed by the Jews of America who
will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friendship and helpful-
ness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for Israel.

NThe Democratic Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
now reaffirms its loyal support of the zionist movement which more than a quarter
of a century ago was s0 eloquently cheampioned by another great Democratic President,

Woodrow Wilson.
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I hesrtily endorse the Palestine plank in the
Republicnn party platform. Jgaln I ropeat what I previocune-
1y stated to the great leader of the American sionist
movemont and distinguished imericam Dre. ibbe Hillel Silver
thnt I sm for the re-coustitution of Paleatine ns & free
end dmuntu.fomnaﬂﬂ in agoordance with the Balfour
Declaration of 1917 and the Resolution of the Republisan
Qongreas in 1922. 1 have also stated To Jr. Silver that
in order to give refuge to milllons of dist rcesed Jeows
driven from their homes by tyrenny I favor the opening
of Palestins to their unlimited fmmigration aad land
ounorahipe

The Amerie-m poogle have time snd agaln dealnred
themselves iln favor of thase pﬂnﬂ.plu. The Hepublican

party hos at sll times been the traditional friemd of the

movement e

ante,
ﬁéﬁ A ey
govorame sr&nt objective

for s people that have suffered so much and deserve 80
mioh at the hands of mankinde.



RE&OLUT ION QN PALESTINE

WHEREAS, the 67th Congress of the United Statea on June 30th, 1922,
unanimously resolved, "that tHe United States of America favors the es~
tablishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, it
being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice
the civil and religious rights of Christian and all other non-Jewisgh
communities in Palestine, and that the Holy places and religious build-
ings and sites in Paleetine shall be adequately protected," and recogni-
tion having thus been given by such resolution to the historical connec-
tion of the Jewish people with Palestine and to the grounds for recon-
atituting their National Home in that comntry, and

WHEREAS, the tragiec homelessness of the Jewlsh people intensified
by the ruthless persecution of the Axis powers clearly demonstrates the
nead for a Jewish Homeland as a haven for the large numbers who have be=

comeé homeless as a result of this persecution;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

By the Benate and the House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled, that the United States of America shall
uge its good offices to the end that the doors of Palestine may be opened
for free entry of Jows into that country, that there shall be unlimited
opportunity for land purchase and colonization so that the Jewish people

may ultimately reconstitute the Jewlsh Commonwealth in ite ancestral

homeg



THE _REPUBLICANS SAID:

In order to give refuge to milliona of distressed Jewish men, women and
children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for the opening of
Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land ownership, so that
in accordance with the full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration
of 1917 and the resclution of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine
may be reconstituted as a free and democratic commonwealth.

From the Platform of the
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION
Adopted at Chicago,

' June 27, 1944,

THE DEMOCRATS SATD: .

We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jemlsh Immlgration and
colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishment there
of a free and democratic Jewlsh commonwealth.

From the Platform of the
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION
Adopted at Chicage,

© July 24, 1944.

I FAVOR THE OPENING OF PALESTINE TO UNRESTRICTED
JEWISH IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION AND ITS ESTABLISHMENT
AS A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC JEWISH COMMONWEALTH AND WILL DO
EVERYTHING IN MY FOWER TO FACILITATE THE FINAL EXECUTION
OF THE INTENT AND PURFOSE OF THE WORLD WAR ONE PLEDGE OF
THE ALLIED NATIONS TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE,

Signature

CANDIDATE FOR THE UNITED STATES SENATE

State




(SUGGESTED LETTER TO EVERY CANDIDATE FOR THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE UNITED STATES SENATE)

Dear Candidate:

As you are aware, the Republican and Democratic National
Conventions, each without a dissenting vote, adopted platfomms
favoring the establighment in Pelestine of a free and democratic
Jewigh Commonwealth.

This action pledges both major political parties to the
execution of the intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration,
promulgated during World War One, with the approval of the United
Btates, Great Britain, and forty-nine cther sllied and assoclated
nations, for the purpose of finding a solution to the tragic
problem of the Jewish people of Europo. Because the Jew has been
the greatest victim of Hitler's savagery, thc need for this solu-
tion is greater today than ever.

The unanimous action of the two major political parties
in adopting almost identical platform pledges is proof that the
American poople have come to regard thies constructive solution
of the basic Jowish problem of the world today as onc of the
important objectives of a Just world poace which, all of us are
agrecd, should follow thie war,

Because we are confident that you too are in accord with
these party pledges of clemental justice to the Jewish people, we
are requesting your signeture to the attached statement.

Very eincerely yours,



Angast 14, 1944

Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Executive Secretary
Mizsrachi Organiszation of America

1133

New Yorke 10, New York

My dear Rabbi Kirshblum:

I read your letter of August 8 with great interest mnd

share with you mmay of your reactions to the slection jambores in
Palestine. It 1s too bad that the Tishur seems to be following the
discredited and bankrupt politiecal tecinlques and party fragmenta-
tions which characterized pre-war France and Wiemar Germany before
their collapee instead of the far more sober and effective political
procedures of the Anglo-Saxon world.

Perhaps it is too much %o ask from a coppmmity so now and of such
varied origine and backgrounds. It might take years and quieter years
Ao which the Yislmv has experienced to sober 1wp the parties and factions
and lower the temperature of thelr political fanaticisn and ideclogies.
Cne can only wait and hops.
However, we ghould not be lecturing the Tiglmv s¢ much. Ve are by way
of roming it a close second in the United States. Here the principkd
cmuse of fragmentation i3 not so much ideology as a pathological com=
petitive gpirit among groups and leaders a craving for prestige
uﬂ.yﬂllﬂw.

With a1l good wishes, I remain

Most ocordially yours,

fbba HMllel Silver

ARG
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dnguet 8, 1944

Ir. Abba Hillel Silver
Tha Temmnle
Cleveland, Chio

Desr I, Silvem

As a humble, young and inexperienced member of the American Zionisgt
Imergency Couneil =- who usgally lacks the daring to promlgste his
views gt official meetings of that significent body —I wish to take
these means of registering the aching dlsturbance of mind that I

ag well as the average Jew on the street feels at the atmosphere
created around the election in Pelestine for the "Asefat Hemdvcharim!

Everyons who was privileged to have a personal glimpse of the glorious

Tighmv in Paleatine will naturelly hesitate to subject it to any

gevere criticiem, for isn't it the Tisimv that has served sns the .

engwer to our hearty supplications on the High Holidays, 5 31#?..1 A j22!
A

Yot, one cannot but feel & sense of shrinkine faith in the ability
of the Tishmv to rise %o the urgent need of overlookings at present
2ll poseible differences and unite into one homogenecus body for
the achievement of our higtoric sim, an independent and free Jewish
State under the Jewish flag and permeated by historic Jewish ideals,

ithout going into the facts as to who is responeible fér the heart-
breaking situation -— offhand it would seem that the growp in
power gould have postponed the election in the hope of achieving
unity — the sad fact remains that at a time when all efforts are
directed to the securing for the Jewlsh people the right to conduct
themselves as 2 nation and when the termimology of Jewishk Common-
wealth and sll that zoes with it has bteen indoctrinated in differ—
ent circles, the Yislmv itself, the only possible neucleus for the
commonwealth to De, goes and lays bare its incapacity for self=contral
and self-government,

HELP BUILD PALESTINE AS A JEWISH COMMONWEALTH IN THE SPIRIT OF TORAH
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Aungust 8, 1944

Dr. Abbs Hillel Bilveri-

This deplorable situation becomes even more serious in view of the expected
arrival in Polegtine of & new Higo-Commiesioner, who should have found a
united body of Jews, pulling togetier in one and the same direction, ratner
than a commmity absorbed in imnmer strife, some of whom may even take
undelayed occasion to educate the Eigh Commissionar in the existing divisions
and how he must desl in order to satisfy all Jews.

T

I surely am not hopeless about or despondant of the situwation. ificent,
dynamic and inspiring reality of "binyen Haaretz" is bound to heal many
wounds. JYet, it is my conviction that something pust be done to avoid any
repetition of guch irresponsible and dangerous action.

What ean be done? In my humble opiniosa the following!

1) Ve musi begin 3 campeien right here in America for the
education of the masses in regard to the importance of united Zionist accion
tarough recognized agencles and the danger of ‘being irresponsibly good-hearted
by ewpporting all and-any group that claime to rescue Jews, strengthen
Torah, or build s fature for our people im Palestine, That includes the
Berggon grow, the Agudath Tevael, ete. Too 1little is Ymown about the
trazedies of Mpirtd" in Palsstine and tue Unitsd Btates sponsored by groups
tiat fall to see anything but their owm clique interests.

2) It is of utmost importance that you or Dr, Wise fly
to Palestine in order to tranamit to the responsidble heads of all grups
tue disservice they are rendering to the cause which is so dear to them by
allowing mach gpectables as recently offered by the elections. 1 Dbelieve
that the voice of American Zioniem, which has of late become, thank G-d,

& coeerful and emceuraging voice, would carry much weignt with the entire
Iisimv .

i lmow that tais letter introduces no new thought to any extent end am con-
sequently grateful for sllowing me tne expression that I considered vital
to oy disturbed spirit,

Wita ¥kindest regards and best wishes, I am '
Sincerely yours, &
k=g fC—MQ'&!-\ 1

Rabdbi Max Xirsnblum ;
ME1BK Executive Secretary '
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Angnet 14, 1944

¥r. I. L. Kenem

inerlican Jgrigh Cofiference

521 Fifth Avenue =
lew Tork, liew York

My dear lMr., Kenem:

Thank you for your letter of August 7. I am glad to get your
reaction. However, I should 1like to remind you again that I have
agicod Mr., Lipaly to ascerSain anong the non-Zionist dodles within the
Mmmtwﬂlﬂ-z'ﬂjﬂlmmmm
Jevish Conference of flcially assume responeibility for plloting
thyough the Jewlsh Commomwenlth resolutiona in Congress. I hawve as
yot received no reply to this request.

You must realize of course that your own perscnal sssurmmces are
not encugh. In this connection may I éall jyour attention %o the
"Digest of the Press® vhich you sent me slong with your letter contain.
ing a lengthy statenent by Ir. Manrice li. Hisendrath on the functdon of
the American Jewish Conference. If hile viewpodnt is that of the Thien,
then it gshould glve you grave concemn. I refer particularly to the
folloving statenents by Dr. Risendrath:

ffhe jmerican Jewlsh Conference first went astray hecanse amid the
nass enotionaliem of the first session it completely forgot its prime
and only pwrpomse. The Anerican Jewleh Conference wes pot convoiced
%o proclainm a policy or program with rezerd to Palestinel.....It mymg
cocenvoked to 'formilate a progrem of guuun action with regard to
Palestine’ cu.«.q.16 might still not he too late to retura to ite
original puwrpese==to forrmlate the program of common action--even
vith regard to Palestine.......The Confereace mst determine Jubt
what it really is. Is the Conference a day by day functionsl organi-
zation, or is it, &8 many presume it to be, the tribtwme or volce of
a mited American Jowrylesse...liuch of the Conference work has been
stymied becmse of this spprehension that the Conference will sedc
to preapt for iteclf arens of action that are already effectively
ocoupied by long esteblished institutions. The Conference should
megquivoeslly renounee say aspiration to take over the daily functionad
activity of satisfootory existent organizationg end return to 1ts
original purpose; to be the clearing house and mouthpieoe of a wited
Anerican Jewry."
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The Cenforence in its eagernens to do something to mild wp ite
preatigo=-o vory lmdable purpose, I an sudes-=nay be enfdongering the
mooess of the entire project by forcing 1%e non-7ianlet constitumt
orgznizsations in deforente tc thel? owm resplutiong vhich thelr bodies
on the gubjeet of thelr neutpalifty to the Jowlsh Commone
dealth provossl ¢o malce pudliec pronouncénantis Meassocinting themaelves
from the congressional resclutiong.

fegeriless of othor conglderations vhich are irporfant in dincuss-
ing the proposcl nmade by the Adminiatrative Cormittes of the Aperican
Jowvigh Conference, the imorican Ionist Epergency Jouncil camot ovem
bogin a dlsonsslon without firgt obdtalining the assurances for which

5
i

:

ith all good wishes, I renmin

Cordinlly yours,

Aba Mllal filver



August 15, 1844

Dr. Solomon B. Freehof
4905 Fifth Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Hy dear Sol:

Thank you for your letter of August 10th. You have
raised an interesting juestiom but the timing of it
is, I belisve, rather unfortunate. I have looked a
bit into the matter and this 1s the information which
I have been able to obtain.

According to the Order in Coumcil of 1922, which
serves as the basic constitutiom of Palestine,
marriage is considered a religious affair and comss
under the jurisdiction of the raeligious dignitaries
of the various churches who have sole authority.
This apuliea to “oslems, the Christian commmities
as well as %o the Jews. s

For the Jews the government recognises the de-
cisions of the Rabbinical Courts which are subject
to a Rebbinicsl Council as finally authoritative.
The Rabbinical Couneil is composed of two Rabbis,
one for the Sephardic community end one for the
Ashkenazic - and six rabbinical members. The
Eabbinical Courts have:

(1) exelusive jurisdiction in matters of marriage
and divorce, alimony, execution and confirmae
tion of wills of Jewish Palestinian subjeets;

(2) jurisdiction in any oher matter of persomnal
status of Jewish persons, where all the
parties to the ac‘ion consent to their
jurisdiction;

(3) exclusive jurisdiction over any case as to
the constitution or internal administration

f = wagf constituted before the Rabbinical
Court according to Jewish Law.

From the above it will be seen that all marriages \
must be performed in accordance #ith Orthodox bl
Jewish law., It is not a case of depriving liberal !
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Rabbis of any rights. The system in P-J.ut.:ln-

is inherent in the whole conception of religlous
law at present in vogue in Palestine, It could not
be changed without implying a radical transformation
of concaptions. Of course, all this applies only
to marrisges performed in Palestine. It has now
thing to do whatsoever with the right of Heformed
Rabbis to perform marriages in the United States,

or the wvalidity of such marriages.

It should be noted also that there are wany Jews
in Palestine that dislike this system which gives
control of marriage and diverce to the Rabbinisal
Courta,

Some day the whols matter will have to be taken up, ut I
do not believe that war time is the right time for pressing
this matter. Furthermore, it may well be that at the con-
clusion of the war, Palestine will have a completely new
political setup which will necessitate a redefinition of
lhmdwm.,mmmgﬁum. I would therefore
ammmwmumm d be postponed
umtil after the war.

With all good wishes, I remain,
Very cordially yours,

AHS;DR



Dr. Stephen S. Wise
Camp Willamette
Lake Placid, New York

iy dear Dr. Wise:

I received your letter of August 18th but you failed to enclose
the report of which you spoke. You did enclose a copy of the letter
which you addressed to Stettinius. It were better if you had not
suggested a date se fay off as August 29th for the meeting. This
would encourage him, if he decides to see us at all, to suggest an
even later date. In the meantime, all the preliminaries necessary
to prepare for actlon om the Hesolution in Congress are stymied, as
well as most of our propaganda work.

You have probably bean informed that I sent in my resignation a

few days ago. I find it impoasible to carry on under existing con-
ditions. Two separate agencies doing Zionlst political work in the
United States in the name of arganized Zionmlsm is stupid and danger-
ous. I have called attention to the situation time and again. As
early as last February Nahum Goldmann injected himself in the prolonged
negotiations which we were carrying on with Juige Hosenmen touching

a meeting with the President, and while we ware insisting on a meeting
of an exclusively Zionist delegation with the President, Nabum Goldmann
was agreeing with Rosenman to a joint delegationm which would ineclwde
Prosgausr, Blaustein, Held, and so forth. The situation proved terribly
enbarrassing and led to considerable unplessantness but nothing was done
about the matter,

fhen Goldmann returned from England recently he immediately rushed to
the War Department to discuss the yuestion of a Jewish Army and got in
touch with American oil interests and officials in governmental depart-
ments to discuss the delicate oil question — all on his om without
consulting the Emergency Council, as if these matters were none of our
business.

I appointed a special committee with Juige Rothenberg as chairman to
handle this matter; the committee nmever met., I again referred the
subject to the program committee, and om May 25th I wrote to Shulman
urging him to take the matter up wiith his committee. I am enclosing
herewith a peragraph of the letter which I wrote to Shulman. Nothing
was done. At the meeting of the program committee last week I again
urged that the matter be taken up. It was again postponed on the alim
excuse that the hour was late.
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And then at the meeting on Monday I was confromted with this out-
rageous hbusiness of Goldmann calling on Stettinius on some phoney
excuse and upsetting the apple-cart, (He pulled a similar excuse
in horning in on the discussions with Hosenman. The many organiza-
tions with which he is identified offer him ample opportunities for
acting es a sort of a roving ambassador in Washington for the Jews
of America, the Jews of Palestine and world Jewry). You muat have
seen the shocked expression of everyome at the meeting. The only
one who tried to defend Uoldmann was yourself.

I am prepared to put up with a lot of things and much aggravation
to serve the cause, but it would be the height of folly for me to
spend my time and energleas day and day in behalf of the cause and
then see carefully laid plans frustrated and ‘out-mancuvered by a

gentleman who presumes to speak in the name of a superseding body
and whose actions are not subject to the control of the American

Zionist Emergenmcy Council which is charged with the responsibility
to carry on the work in the United States, .

This is not an iscue between Dr. Goldmann and myself and it should not be
put on that plane, This 1s a matter for the American Zionist Emergency
Council to determine whether it hag the suthority and possasssa the
competence to carry on the full Zionlst political program in the United
States visgei viiour om government znd the British Enbassy or nhathur

it requires the intervention of anothar Bursau.

Immmtthopwpmeufthuﬁumdthnlgmuymthu
country was to look after its Latin Americen interests and the economic
projects which Dr, Welzmann in the name of the Agemcy had initiated

With all good wishes, I remain,

Very cordially yours,

P. 8, I received the enclosed telegram this aftermoon from the
Revisionists., #hat answer should I give them?

ANS:DR 1
Enc.




r. J. L. Tellar, Editor
Independent Jewish Press Service, Inec.
207 Fourth Avenue

l“ Tﬂrk, ICI-

My dear Mr. Tellars

The Jewish Review and Observer of Cleveland has besn
exploited in the last few montha by the Emergency Comaittee to
Save the Jewish Psople and its stooge, a certain Mr. I. Taslitt.
lir. Taslitt is, I believe, on the payroll of the Emergency
Committee. He has been providing the Review and Observer with
editorials and has also been arranging their front page for very
1ittle compensation, if any. The local Community Council has
protested aguinst the editorials and gropaganda of ir. Taslitt
as a result of which it 18 pow pre d to use anoth r service.
I would suggest thst you send the Hoview ind Observer all the
releases of the Indepondent Press Service, and begin right away.
They may not be in & position to pay your customery rates, or te
pay anything. Nevsrtheless it is Important that we keep the
Bergson boys out of Clevelund. Even LIf tusy are not prepared to
pay you anything now, they may do so later on whem the value of

the service impresses itself on the owners who are not particularly

publie spirited, and who do not raally inow what is going on in
Jewish 1ife. I shall be glad to receive word from you that you
have established contact with the Jewish Review and Observer and
are providing them with your matarial.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours, :

AHSIBK
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Minute of Meeting of the Progrem Commttee
August 22, 1944,

Fregent: Mr, Shulmen (in the Chair); Mr. Gellmen, Dr, Gu.i&un.nn.
Mrs, Halprin, Mr. Lipsky, Mr, Neumann, Judge Rothenberg,
Mr, Weiegal, Mr. Wertheim, Dr, Wige, Mr, Shapiro, Mr,
Lourie.

The meeting was called to consider a letter from Dr, Silver, dated
Avgust 16, 1944, tendering his resignation in view of mattere which hed
erisen in comnection with the political activities of the Washington
office of the Jewish Agency, headed by Dr. Goldmann,

Judsze HRothenberg, as Chairmsn of a Sub-Comnittes which had been
appointed by the Council to settle the respective spheres of the Emer-
gency Council and of the Jewish Agency office, was invited to be pres-
ent at this meeting,

Dr. Silver's letter was read, Dr, Goldmann sald that at the'last
meeting of the Progrem Committee he had gtated that he was going to see
Stettinius and was to diecuss with him certain mattere which, however,
bad no relevance to the isguee with which the Epergency Council was
concerned, In addition, Dr, Goldmann eaid that he had been asgked to
assist in obteining a priority for Mr, Chaim Greemberg'e proposed trip
abroad., In this comnectiocn he had ssked Mr. Shapiro to inform Dr. Silver
that he weuld talke the matter up when he saw Btettinius, and he had been
advised that Dr, Silver agreed that he ghould do so, Dr. Goldmann had
geen Mr, Stettiniue and hed spoken to him with regerd to the efforte of
the International Red Crosg in the Hungarien eituation, Dr. Goldmann
had said to Mr, Stettinius that he brought him regards from Dr. Wise,
®¥ho weg aWay on Vacation., Normally Dr. Wige would have accompsnied Dr,
Goldmenn at such an interview, but Dr, Goldmann had suggested to him
that it was not necessary to interrupt hies wacation to be present on thie
occasion, Mr, Stettinius had said that he was glad that Dr. Wise had not
interrupted his vacation to come to Washington at thies time and he went
on to say that 20 far sg the Zionist iseue was concerned and the suggest-
ion that he might have gomething to kell them in the middle of August,
the fact wastthat there wae nothing at precent which he could say. More-
over, 80 far as the position of the Adminigtration was concerned, that
matter had been settled by the acceptance of the Palestine Plank in the
Demoerstic Platform, Dr, Goldmenn replied that we were, nevertheless,
interested in a statement by the President. Mr, Stettinius had said
that he d4id not think that any statement would be forthcoming until the
end of the war, Dr, Goldmann then asked how it was that Mr, Stettinius
hed previously suggested that a statement might be forthcoming in August,
The reply to this wae that he had thought by them the war might virtually
be over, Dr, Goldmann then said that he felt that it would not be right
for him to be s messenger in thie matter so far as Dr, Wise and Dr. Silver
were concerned, but that Mr, Stettiniuvs should see them personally. He
had reported to Dr, Wise on the interview, and if normJ: relations had
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existed between himself and Dr, Silver, would have been only too glad
to commmicate with him, It was ot hie request that Dr, Wisge had in-
formed the Committee, He gaw nothing wrong in what he hed done thus:

l, He had not raised the matter himeelf,

2+ There had been no word between Mr, Stettiniue and
himeself sbout the Congressional Resolution,

3. It could not conceivsbly be suggested that he had
done anything to spoil the situstion so far ss the
Emergency Council wag concerned,

Mr, Gellmen felt that it was very wnheslthy to discuss the matter
in the absence of Dr. Silver and might well be n waste of time, The
Cheirman pointed out, however, that a duty devolved upon the Program
Committee which muet reach some conclusiom,

Heplying to = cuestion by Judse Rothemberg, Dr, Goldmsnn said that
he went to Mr, Stettinius in regard to the Hungerian matter ses a repre-
sentative both of the Agemcy and of the Congress, The appointment was
made for Dr. Goldmasnn as such and Mr, Stettinius did not inguire in what
capacity he came,

Dr. Wise eaid that he had received a letter from Dy, Silver, Unfor-
tunstely be did not have the letter with him, but he felt that it should
be before the Committee, Mr, Neumann seid thet he had = copy of the
letter and thie was produced and resd, Mr, Neumepn eaid that Dr. Silver's
pogition 1e that it is impossible for political work to be cerried on in
thie country by two sgencies claiming to be representative and acting
independently, If the Jewieh Agency wiehed to take politichl section here,
it ehould do so through the duly conetituted Emergency Council, A distine-
tion wae recognized in the csse of petivities of the Aency outside the
American Gphere, e.g. South America and mattere affect other governments,

¥r, Neumann felt that the constitutional question ms to rights of
the Jewish Acency in the matter were not imvolved, The only question was
whather the work ean be done effectively in thet way. Responeibility mmst
regt with one body or the other,

Judge Rothenberg, referring to a suggestion that he had been appointed
Chairman of a Sub-Committee to straighten out relatione between the two
offices, vhich had failed to act, said that that did not reflect the true
position, As Cheirmen of the Sub=Committee he hsd been prepared to deal
with the matter even though it was not a task which he found congenisl, He
hed, however, been asked by Mr. Shapiro to convene a meeting of the Com-
mittee at noon on a day when he was eitting in court, and when he informed
Mr, Shapiro that it wae not poseible for him to pttend, hed been told that
Dr, Silver would preelide and in the result the meeting did not take place
becauee of the shsenece of =2 guorum.
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Dr. Goldmann, referring to the letter from Dr. Silver to Dr, VWise,
seid it conteined certain statements which he could not accept, Thus:

l, He hnd never agreed with Judge Bosenman that =
Joint delegetion should go to the President. On the con-
trary, he had had two lengthy arguments in which he opposed
that proposel, In the end he had informed R, that he could
do no more than report the lattdr's objections to two dele-
gations. Dr, Goldmann objected to the reference in the
letter to "phony occasione", He had gone to see E, because
the latter had called him as he had received a very import-
ent report for Dr, Goldmann from Dr, Weizmann,

2. Dr, Goldmann denied that he had ever injected him-
gelf into the oll matter. He had seen no one in the Sgate
Department with regard to thie gmestion. Some months previ-
ously he had been asked by Juige Fisher of Chicego, who in
turn had been asked by Dr. Silver to follow this matter up,
to eee Mr, Ickes, In addition to that, in order to inform
himself on the situation, he had spoken to Mr, Feis who was
en 0il expert, and finslly at the request of Edmund Esufmann,
he hed had an interview with an executive of one of the oil
companies, Beyond that he had seen no one on the oil question,.

3, Dr, Goldmann ssid it wee for the committee to judge
whather in going to gee Mr, Sgettinius sbout the rescue of
the 600,000 Jews in Hungsry he was avelling himeelf of a
"phony excuse",

The Jewish Agency office had been set up by Dr., Weizmann snd the
Zionist Executive, It was not for him (Dr. Goldmenn) to say that it
be dissolved or that the Agency will give up its right to deal with
Zionist political problems on the American sceme, So far as rights are
concerned, the Agency unquestionably had the right to desl with any gov-
ernment, and on principle the EZxecutive would not zive uwp that right and
duty in this country just as it was not prepsred to lesve it to British
Zioniste, =s such, to deal on their own with the British Government,

Dr. Goldmann referred to objections which had =t one time been taken
by the 2,0,A, to the establishment of the Jewish Agency office, It had
then been agreed that all matters concerning public opinion, including
approsches to Serate and Congress, should be within the juriedietion of
the American Zionist Ejergency Council, So far as talke with Government
representatives wers concerned, thers should be coordimation, Accordingly
it had been proposed that once a week or a fortnight, whenever the persons
concerned were available, there should be a meeting of Dr, Silver, Dr, Wise,
Mr, Lipeky and Mr, Montor (at thot time Executive Director), and himeslf,
The purpose of these mestings was to discues the dally work, not metters
of poliey. It had worked twice and then the arrangement stopped. Dr,
Goldmann ssid that he was ready to recognize the Program Committee as a
ceatral coordinsting committee, if Dr, Silver was likewise prepared so
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%o regsrd 1%, He could not, however, agree to a situstion in which he
Was oblized to consult Dr. Silver without any reeinroeal obligation on
Dre Silver's part, Dy, Goldmann s=id that he was not a difficult per-
son %o get on with and he saw no remson why that arrangement or some
similar one should not be feasible, There wag certainly no deeire on
his part to assume any arbitrary role in the matter,

Mr, Shulmen reported briefly onm previous discuscsions within the
Program Committee aiming at 2 settlement of the question, These had
reached & point where Dr, Goldmann and Dy. Silver were to hnve been
present for further consideration of proposals made, but on one occo=
gion Dr, Goldmann had not been sble to stiend, and on =nother, Ir,
Silver likewiee, =nd such a meeting had not been held,

Mr, Gellman mgain deploring the sbsence of Dr, Silver expressed
doubts as to the validity of Dr. Goldmann's position, but thought that
it was necessary to find a formula,

Mrs, Halprin remerked that apparently the difficulty lay rather in
the modus eperandi than in ‘determining the area of functionm,

The Cheairman said that in Dy, Silver's view it was within the prov-
ince of the Emergency Council to decide when and what steps should be
teken vis-a-vis our government,

Mr, Wertheim seid that he viewed the ectablighment of en Agency
Bureau =25 a misfortune, It Was not a question of personalities, but by
ite very existence in present conditions such a buresu is bound to cre-
ate difficulties, The Epglish position was different., We needed no
chaperonss on the American scene and k= had been entrusted with responsi-
bility for the conduct of the political work here, Naturally when a
member of the Political Department of the Executive of the Asency was
nére he would join in the work. The talk of equslity as between the
two bureaus, however, was not aporopriate, Dr, Silver had been chosen
by us as our representative for the Lmericsn sgcene and Dr, Goldmann
could not be regarded in the same position go far as the Americen Gov-
ernment Was concerned, As a matter of usefulnese and common sense,
pdvantage mast be tsken of the presence here of members of the Executive,
but the underlying basis ig that formally all contacte with the American
Government nre in the hende of the Americen Zioniet leadership. In answer
to Judge Rothenberg's inguiry ps to whether Dr, Weizmann would have to
accept ordere from the Council when in this country, Mr, Wertheim said
that the Councll must not be side-tracked. Dr, Goldmann should work with
the Council in the most intimate way, but formally the Council is supreme
here,

Judze Hothenberg said that he thought we will be making s mistake
if we attempt to deal with the issue on = constitutional basis, He
could conceive the Jewigh Ajency Zxecutive having to exercise its author-
ity in spite of the contrary visw of the Council. He recalled that more
than twenty years sgo that issue had arisen in acute form, The Executive
had been oblized to asgsert its position, BSuch sn issue, however, was
not involved here and should not be reised., Dr. Goldmannn was ready to
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work with a committee composed of the two-Co-Chairmen, the represen-
tatives of the Jewish Agency, with perhape ome or two other persons,
What more did they want. If such a committee were fumctioninmg, he
could not conceive of Dr, Goldmann's going to Washington without bring-
ing the matter up in such a body, With good will on both sides, the
functioning of such s committee would present no difficulties, Thise
committee ghould be set up. Dr. Silver ie making a grest contribution
end we want him to stay at his post,

Mr, Lipeky ss14 that &n intimate relstionship betweem Dr, Silver
and Dr, Goldmann would have svolded these difficulties, Dr, Silver
referred, however, that the responsible coordinsting body should be
the Executive Committee of the Counecil, In the circumstances it would
be best to devise a smaller functioming body which would deal with mat-
ters of adjustment, In any event, however, he thought it most desirable
that someone should undertals to reestablish cordial relatioms, other-
wise it was imposeible to have sny working arrangement.

Mr., Neumsnn g=id that the sueetion of the sppointment of such a
gsub-committee by the Executive is a separate matter, but that previous
discussions in the Program Committee seemed to him to offer a basis.

Tme it was important that responsibility for all approaches to the
Government ghould be regarded as primarily that of the Emergency Council.
Who should go should be determinable by the Couneil. In any committee
fealing with a determination of policy and grocedure, Dy. Goldmann should
participate, He would adviee, however, against the sppointment at this
etate of a political eub-committee which experience has shown immediately
tends to become indistinguishable from the Executive Committee, Onece we
decide on the question of basie principle then either the Executive Com-
mittee can be appointed to deal with guestions arising, or there may be
reference to the Program Committee, or matters can be settled by informel
congultations between the Chairmen and the Agency representatives.

Dr, Wise sald that he could not help feeling that his original pro-
posal that he, Dr, Silver and Dr, Goldmann meet to discuss the matter, had
been the best one, He Warned againet the danger of Americen Zionists be-
coming "nationaliste" in a way which would ignors the unifying Zionist
faetor, He conceived that anyome delegated by the Agency had the same
right of political access as the American Zionist leadership. He moved
that Dr, Silver be most earnestly requested to hold his resignatiom in
abeyance wntil after we hed hed the opportunity of discussing the matter
in ffull with him,

Mr, Weisgal gaid that most of us were trying to evade the iesue in
pur desire to find a formula which would be =& painless as possible, If
we overlook the guesetion of prinmeiple, we ghall not come toman agreement
which will be permanent, The same Question had been raised at a meeting
with Dr, Silver last year whem Dr, Silver had accepted the righte of the
Jewigh Arency.

Mre, Halprin eaid that it was better to leave the constitutional
gusstion out of comsideration, A temporary solution might be adeguate
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for our purposes ig view of the war and the world situation. The

fact wae thet the cuestion now before the committee was one which hed
bothered Americen Zionlstes at different timee during the war, There
had been the episode with Mr, Ben-Gurion, agsin lster Mr, Shertok had
informed the Emergency Council before hie departure that he was going
to sesk puthority from the Executive for the opening of a Washington
office, The @ouncil had not raised any objections, but it was in-
herent in cur situntion that it is imposeible for two offices to fune-
tion effectively on the American scene, She felt that there was agree-
ment:

That two independent political activities were
impogsible,

Council,

That Dr, Goldmenn should not undertalke political
activity on his own authority and independently
of coordination with the representatives of the
Council.,

-

i
4 2. That Congreee was exclusively a matter for the
( ;

Dr, Goldmenn had said that he would be rendy to congult with a committee,
if Dr, Silver did likewise, She believed the real difficulty was the
qusstion of a smaller comulttee, The Executive Coumcil met twice a
month for = couple of hours at a time, Unless you provide a workable,
concultative body, you must seek some other arrangement.,

The Chairman seid that he disagreed thoroughly with Mr, Weisgzal
and that the constitutional issue ghould be no part of our delibera-
tions, When the Washington office was opened the matter had been dis-
cussed with Dr, Weizmann and it had been agreed from the beginning that
a Panel should come into being representing the Emergency Couneil and
the Asency. That arrangement was part and parcel of the opening of the
office, The effort to bring about joint action today was really a return
to the originsl position. In pregent circumstanceg it was imooseible
to over-estimste the importance for the Palestine queetion of Ameriean
Zioniem, and it wae egssential to have an active Zioniet political body
gspesking here for the totality of Americen Zioniem, It is axiomatie
that thet must be a pri regponeipility of the Zionist movement in
thig country. Dr. Gﬂlﬂm_ﬁdﬂ gome good friends in Washington,
but his work mast be part of an integrated whole., We should leave the
matter 2= to whether there ghould be n emall committee, and if go, in
what form for discussion with Dr, Silver, A political committee wos not
proposed, but he did think there was need for a small body to which ques=-
tione of proecedure could be submitted.

Mr, Wertheim wiehed to make it clear that in saying what he had he
was not coming out sgainst the suthority of the Agency, but in Americe
the Emergency Council was the srm of the Agency becsuse they had been
sppointed as such,
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P Judge Rothenberg read a draft formula which he had prepared for

acceptance by the Comnittee, After a discussion, in the course of

which Dr, Goldmann szid that he wished to make it clear that he con-

sidered political contacts in Washington (apart from contacts with

Congress) had to be regarded as a joint area, further proposals were f
. made by Mr, Neumsnn and Mrs, Halpridi—It was finally agreed that the

wording be left to a Drafting Committee,

The text of the Hesolution as formulsted by the Drafting Comml ttee,
woich thereupon met, reads as follows:
£
1) It has been agreed by the Program Committee that
all approaches to the Americen Government, or its
officiale, on matters related to the progrem of
political activities of the Emergency Council ghall
be underteken by repregentatives of the Movement
only with the sporovel of the Executive Committee
of the Council or of such sub-committee as may be
designated by it,

2) Dr, Goldmann, as member of the Executive of the
Jewish Agency, has expregeed his sssent to thie
view and hie desire to act in conformlty therewith
end in fullegt cooperation with the Emergency Council,

3) It is proposed that the Co-Chzirmen of the Council
alone, or with additional persone designated by them,
confer with Dr, Golémann regesrding the procedursl
implement-tion of these decisione,

In sddition, the Program Committee resolved that a communication
be addressed to Dp., Silver informing him that in view of the above action,
the Council expregsed the esrnest hope that Dr, Silver will withdraw the
reclgnation that he hes tendered, which should not be a metter of record,

AL:CX



August 24, 1944

Rabbi Wolf Gold
2 Jest B6th Street
l“ York “, l.!-

My dear Rabbi Gold:

Thank you for your kind lstter and the enclosurs "S50 Facts
About the Middle East," This bookl!t was brought to my attention a
week agoe. I lmmedistely communicated with Mr., Lourie and I expect to
hear a report from him within a day or two. Fact No. 30 is certainly
a subtle and dangerous plece of anti-Ziouist propaganda.

I am glad that you feel the way I do about the endless inter-
famuﬂthuwﬂuahnimnafthlmnwmmﬂmmnhhu

hmgﬁnxmﬂuntﬂm h:i.nn:lnﬁ The latest affair with
at.att_ininlhmughtth- issue to mmrmuwm.mmm.
As you probably imow, I have sent in my resignation, convifed that under
present conditions it is impossi for me to carry the responsibility

of the office. !h-mmmmmtmmm-d@mem
mmum-hm.ummurmm. I have so indicated to the
chairmen of the committee. I received a report, which I trust is incorrect,
that Mr. Gellmsn did &thhu strong & position at the program committee
moeting am he might ha I understand there is to be another meeting
tomorrow. Ihl.“mxg t-dto Shulman, the chairman of the program
cmltm,thuldapﬂmnfthlmludntuf resolutions. If Dr.
Goldmann agrees to them, well and good. If not, parugraph 2 should be
omitted and the resolutions be presented anyhow for adoption by the
exscutive comuittee at its meeting next Monday. It will them be up to
Dr, Goldmann to balk the Emergency Council if he chooses, or take the
matter up with the authorities in London and Jerusalem. The Emergency
Committee, by the adoption of these resolutions, will at least have its
own position clearly stated and will have informed London and Jerusalem
of its positiom.

I will not attend the Monday meeting unleas there is a prior
agreement with Goldmamn., I do not wish to engsge in another unseemly
controversy and I do not wish #is issue to be put on the plane of a
canfliet between me and Goldmann, It is the issue of the Emergency
Council. The political affeirs in Washington cannot be successfully
conducted by two parallel bodies working independently and even secretly,
a position which is even further eggraveted by the craving of Goldmann
for what newspapermen call "scooping®, and for getting credit and
increasing his prestige.

With all good wishes, I remain

ahs jbi ¥ost cordially yours, =
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%J(“J_\ ".N.J AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERCGENCY COUNCIL
l___..-ﬂ. !

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEE

August 28,1944,

A meeting of the l':&:ecutive Committee of the A erican Zionist Emergency
Council was held Monday, August 28th, at 4100 p.m, at 342 Madison Ayenue, H.Y.0.

PRESENT
Dr. Wise (presiddng), Febbi Philip Bernstein, Fhilip Oruso, Mrs. Jidith
Leon flellman,
Epstein,/Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr.Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max

Rabbi Irving Miller, Louis Segael,
Kirshblum, Louis Lipesky,/Ejanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Rothenberg,/Herman Shulmen,

Mrs. Bebecca Shulmsn, Samuel Rothetein, David Wertheim, Meyer W. Weisgal.
Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson,

Harry L. Shapiro.
Dr. Nehum Coldmamn, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt.
Dr. Joseph Oohn, JmipexBrsmrixchodaxmiinkt, Fobert Silverman.
Shulman
Mr, ShxXmum reported that duoborseexx Mr. Lourie had received & letter
requesting him to present to the next meeting of the Emergency Uouncil
from Dr. Silver tamdsyigrchis resignation fremciimcBxeswtivemtien

as its co-cahirman and sd cldrman -f the Executive Committee. In this letter Dr.
Silver atated that there was no need rn%n.m to elaborate on the ressons which
forced him to take this step, since he hnd pointed them out 2s forciblyes he
could at the last meeting of the Eyefutive Committee.
Following the receipt of this letter Mr. Shulman., as chalrman of the
Program Committee, called a meeting of that Committee. It seemed cleer from thie
letter that the resignation was due to the failure of the Frogram Committee to come
toa satisfactory solution of the stffiewikiwmx problem of the Jewish Agency office.
The Progrem Committee met on August 22nd. In addition 86 the membere of
the Committee, Dr. Wise and Bwxix Judge Rothenberg were invited t.gy J{ﬁ mw and
attended. VWhen Dr. 84ilver's letter was received, it was suggested that there be

eninformal meeting between Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise and Dr. Uoldmenn to see whethe..
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the matter could mwk be disposed of.
Following the discussicns at that meeting the following Resolution was

adopteds

" 1) VIt has been mgreed by the Program Committee that sll spproaches
to the A erican Covermment, or its offielals. on xiX matters
related to the program of politicel activities of the Emergency
Council shall be undertsken by representatives of the Movement only
with the epproval of the Executiwve Committee of the Council or of

gsuch sub-committee as may be designated by it.

2) Dr.Coldmann, as member of the Executiveof the Jewksh Agency, has
expressed his assent to this view and his desire to act in conformity
therewith and in fullest ccoperation with the Emergency Couneil.

8) It is propssed that the Co-Chairmen of the Vouncil alone, or with
additionsal persons designated by them, confer with Br.Oocldmenn regarding
the procedural implementation of these decisions.

It-vas-agrecd-by-the-Propren-Lommittees Another resoluticn adopted by the
Frogram Committee at that meeting was ss followas!

The-Erogran-lemnittee-resolted-that—a-commnication be addressed to

view of the abofe aotion, the
Conell expressed the earnest hope that Dr. Silver
will withdraw the resignation that he had tendered, which should
not be a matter of record.

This Resclution was then teken up with Dr. Uoldmann endDr. 8ilver. It
was acceptable to Dr.Ooldmann, but not to Ur.3ilver. The latter dictated to Mr.

Shulmen's secretary enother FRemolution, reeding as followsi



The Progrem Committee recommends to the E“ecutive Committee fhe
favorsble action the followingt

1) A1l spproaches to the Americen Uovernment or its officisls
on matters relating to tle program of political activities of the Agerifean
Zioniat Emergency Couneil shall be undertaken by representatives of the
movement only with the prior approval of the Executive Committee of the
Couneil.

2) Dr.Goldmenn, as & member of the Eyecutive of the Jewksh Agency,
has assented with this view and has expreased his desire to act in conformity
therewith and in fullest cooperation with the Emergency Council.

3) Whenever matters related to the program of the political activities
of the Emergency Council are brought to the attention of Dr.Uoldmann in his
capacify as a member of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, between meetings
of the Executive of the Emergency Council, which call for an immediste approach
to the American Uovernment or its officials, Dr.0oldmann shall consult with the
co-chairmen of the Emergency Council and toghbher they shall decide on procedure
as to who shall make the approach and in what manner.

4) The officers of the Jewhsh Agency in London end in Jerusalem shall
be informed of this action ef the AmericanZionist Emergency CUouncil and shall
be requested to communjcate in the future directly with the American Zionist
Emergency Council on all matters which relate to the political activities of

the Council.
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This resolution was taken wp at a subseguent meeting of the Program

Committee, held August 24th, which was attended by Mrs. Epstein, Mr, Gellman,

Mr. Newmann, Mr, Lipeky, Judge Rothemberg, Mr. Wertheim, Mr. Shulman and Mr.

Shaptro, At thie second meeting, in addition to reading thie Resolution, Mr.

Shulman made clear what he understood was Dr, Silver's position, namely, that

he and Dr, Wise, as co-chairmen of the Council, receive their instructions from

the Council and are responsible to it alone, As far as they are concerned,

there should be no €orresponding obligation om theilr part to consult with Dr.

Goldmann, Op matters within the scope of the Emergency Council Dr, Goldmann

maist consult with the co-chairmen, though not on anything relsting to rescus.

Dr, Silver pointed out further that Dr, Goldmann attends all meetings of the

Executive Committee snd the Council, voices his opinion there, ete., and there-

fore has the game degree of information as have the other members, and that

rarely ie any action tsken without the prior approval of the Executive, For-

ther, that Dr. Goldmamn,ze heef of the Washington office, recelves commmica-

tions from the Jewisgh Agency, which are not addresged to the Council; obviously

there is need for him to coneult with the co=chairmeén before taking action on

theee matters,

At the meeting of the Program Committee held August 24th, in an effort to

=
meet the situstion, the following resclution Was proposed:

IThe Program Committee recommende to the Executive Comittes
of the American Zionist Ewergency Council for favorsble
action the following:

1) All approaches to the Americsn Government or ite
officials on matters relating to the program of political
activitiee of the American Zidnist Emergency Council shall
be undertsken by representstives of the movement omly with
the prior spproval of the Executive Committee of the Couneil.

2) Dr, GColdmann, as a member of the Executive of the
Jewigh Agency, hae assented to thie view and has agreed to
act in conformity therewith and in fullest cooperation with
the Emergency Council; and agrees that be will consult with
' the co-chairmen of the Emergency Council on such mattere as
appear to call for an immediate spproach to the American
Government or ite officials,




8) It is proposed that the co-cheirmen of the Egergency Council
confer with Dr. Ooldmenn between meetings of the Executive
Committee of the Council with the view of carrying out the
purposes of this understanding.

Following our sgreement that we should try to get both Dr. Silver and
Dr.Coldmann to accept this formula, we called Dr.Coldmenn in to the meeting end
discussed the matter with him. This formulation wes not agreeable to him, because
of the provision in the latter part of Par. 2) calling for him to consult the
co-chairmenf of the Council whereas there is no provision made for the latter
consulting with him. Dr.COoldmann's position is that he would be glad to consult
with Dr. S8ilver and Dr.¥Wise if there is a corresponding obligation on their part
to consult with him on matters requiring =tkmxkim action.

¥We then worked out another formula, which has the approval of Dr.Coldmann
and which reads as followss

The Program Committee recommends to the Executive Committee of the
American Zionist Emergery Council for favorable action the following:

1) All approaches to the Americen Covermment or its officiels
on xsx matbers relating to the program of politicel activities of
the American Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by repre-
sentativesof the movement only with the prior approval of the
Executive Committee of the Council.

2) Dr. Goldmann, as a member of the Executive of the Jewish
Agency, has assented to thie view andhas agreed to act in confommity
therevwith and in fullest cooperation with the Emergency Uouncil and
its co-chairmen.

2) It is agreed that the co-chairmen of the Emergency Council
and Dr. Goldmenn eonfer between meetings of the Executive Committee
of the Council with the view of carrying out the purposes of this
understanding and achieving the fullest measure of cooperation
between the representative of the Jewish Agency in the United States
and the Zionist Emergency Council.

The Chairman of the Program Committee asked the members of the Committee
individuslly how they felt about this formulation, and they sll were in favor of

i1t with the exception of Mr.¥Wertheim, who voted against it, and Mr. Neumsnn, who

/this preferred the first fomulation worked out
meting \did not vate against it, but indicated that he/wmsisix did not object to trying
but

to get Dr. Silver to accept it. Mr. Wertheim also indicated that he hadmadx
no objection to trying to get Dr.8ilver to accept this formulation.

at/



After this meeting Mr. Shulman celled Dr. Silver in Cleveland and presented
the formulation to him, but he did not accept it.

Mr. Shulman stated that there had been other conversations since the last
meeting of the Program Committee and asked Mr.Neumann on the further conversstions
he had had.

Mr. Neumann said that the only concrete suggestion made that would be
acceptable to Br. Silver was that we sdopt only Faragrah 1, nsmely, & clear
expression of the thought contained in Paragraph 1, which does not mean a imkwix
bi-latersl agreement, but would be an expression of the opinion of tﬁu Committee.
This coupled with the suggestion that this be communicated to the officers of the
Jewish Agency sbroad in the hope that this would help to clarify the situation.
The formulation would thus be scmething like thist

"In the view of the Executive Committee, vital interests of the
movement at this time require concentration of Zionist politicsl effort
in this country snd that it therefore be resolved that approaches to
the Americen Uovernmment by American Zionists or representatives of the
Jewish Agency be made only with the prior spproval of the Executive
Committee of the Emergency Council."

Mr. Shulmen asked Mr. leumann whether, if that suggestion is approved,

it could readr ".. only after prior consultation with", instadad of "..only with
the prior spproval of.."
Mr. Neumsrnn said that assuming that after all the attempts have been
made and we cannot have a bi-latersl agreement whih will bexiksiogx binding on
Dr. Ooldmann or the Jewish Agency, therefoee it is proposed to have a unllaberial

A ol P .

-

Dr QOoldmann thought he should make a few things clear. He wished to
eliminate from the minds of the members the thought that this wassza matter between
Dr. Silver &and himself. There ie no issue between Dr. Silver and him and he did not
raise any question. The Zionist Emergency Council was originally established as a
small committee eﬁ-?& miﬂm of-i—RFerey. Then later the E ergency

Committee decided that it was no longer an arm of the Executive and changed its




. =fa
name Americen Emergency Committee for Zioniet Affairs. Then Dr.Weiszmann
came to this country. According tc the constitution of the Jewieh Agency
he ie the only one entitled to carry on political discussions. An agree-
ment was reached between him end the Emergency Committee which stipulated
thet all matiere of public relstions were under the juriediction of the
Emergency Committee; negotiatidns with foreign embaseies were the jurisdic-
tion of the Agency; and all spproaches to the Americsn CGovernment were to be
a joint responsibility of the Committee and the Agency, When Dr, Silver be-
7& ¢came chaifman of the Executive he accepted this mgreement., He (Dr., Goldmenn)
suggested that they should have regular meetings., "We had two such meetinge,
together with Mr., Montor, who was Executive Director of the Council at the
time. Then there were no more meetings. I did not do things om my own,
There were many things done by Dr. Silver without telling me; I ﬂ;: not think
that my last tallt with Mr, Stettinius was incorreect, I participated in s meet-
ing of the Program Committee where it was decided that Dr. Wise and Dy. Silver
should take up agein with Mp. Stettinius the question of an approach to the
President, which wesm foreseen for the middle of Apzuet and also the matter of
gotting the "green light" with regard to the Resolution before Congress. I
told the Program Committee at that meeting that I was golng to see Mr, Stettinius
on matters conmnected with the Hungarian Jews, and I aleo informed Mr, Shapiro __ -
over the telephone that I was going to see himand would take up the matter of
a priority for Chaim Greenberg, if Dr, Silver had not already done zo or was
planning to do so, as well as the matter of a priority to Palestine for myeelf.
When I arrived at Mr, Stettiniua'm office, I apologized for Dr, Wisge's absence,
ginee Dr, Wige usuanlly sccompanies me on such vieits, indicating that he was
\ﬁun vaeation., Mr. Stettiniue then gaid to me: Please tell Dr. Wise that there
ie no need for us to meet in the middle of August since there was nothing that

he could say at present and that the plank on }’alut.ina adopted by the Demoe

¢ratic Party makees it unneceseary for the President to meke a ststement at



T
this time, I told Mr, Stettiniue that since he had spoken to Dr. Wise and Dr,
Silver on this matter, he ought to take it wp with them sgain and not with me,
I aleo told him that I was not discuesing the electoral issue, but that the
President should independently of that say something about the future of Pales-
tine, Mr. Stettinius saild that they would bave to wait until the end of the war
for further discuseion on that. When I asked why he had mentioned August 15th
previously, he sald that at that time he thought the war would be over by August
15th. I did not discuse the question of the Congrese Bysolution with Mr, Stettinius
at all,*

Dr. Goldmann said that the Hungerian question, the specific matter on which
he went to see Mr, Stettinius, had had to do with the allocetion of $10,000,000.
for which the Ipnternationsl Red Cross was asking,

It 1&g not a matter between Dy, Silver and himself, s=aid Dy, Goldmenn, It
is a matter between the Executive of the Jewish Agency and the American Zioniste,
He, (Dr. Goldmann) expected to go to Palestine very soon, and immediately after
the war to London, This ig A very important gueetion, If every country would
J take the position that their representatives alone must consult their Governments,
*-}*‘f sﬂthnn the World Zicnist Organization will be split into groups of individusl Feder-
ations, To his mind, Dy. Goldmann stated, giving each country the right to carry
on the political discussions in that country would mean bresking the unity of the
Zionist Movement,

"d\ He could not yield on this matter in prineiple, said Dr. Goldmann, He per-

eonally was not interested whether he saw Mr, Stettiniues or mot, but he could not

1\* yield on this matter unless the Zionist Executive agreed to it, If the American
Zioniets will adopt the line that negotiations with the American Government must
be carried on only with the agreement of the Emergency Council ... if the Zionist
Executive yields on thie point, he would yield, otherwise he could not. If he

appeared stubborn, it wae becnuse he could not glve away the righte of the Executive
of the Agency, Nevertheless, in order mot to create a breach, which would be

most undesirsble, he wae willinz to go very far, He had



said he was willing to concentrate everything in the Tmergency Council, that the
Council should approve of all projects - but there was one condition, namely, that

“f( he, representinp the Executive of the Agency, should lmow everything that is going
on. OComing to these meetings once in two weeks is not sufficimmt, in his opinion.
Things happen between meetings. And after all, we are looking forward to a2 time
when much will happen. The question of who is to be seen, %ho is to go to see hig,
ete. ere not matters whlich can be discussed by 20 people.

The Jewish Agency Executive had been considering sending a second
repreaentative to the United States, Dr. Ooldmann pointed out. The Resclution
adopted by the Executive, therefore, shuuf.i_i_ not mention him specifically.

,,»;\Z" If the member of the Executive of the Agency will be kept informed

“.;._.-__—_-—-—'-'-_-__—
of the work and regular consultations will teke place, then nothing shall be done

independently by him. If we sit down once or twlce a week and decide on who is to
be seen, who 1: to go to him, ete. there will be no difficulties. But if a
Dr. Goldmann
formula is sdopted which obliges ME to consult Dr. Silver but does not oblige
toroeonmeettxee Dr. Silver to consult Dr.loldmann, he could not accept it.
\\- m is the 35’;:-. that should be had. OGonstitutionally the Executive
of the Agency has the right to carry on the political negotiations,
Dr. Goldmann pointed out that he had sgreed to the formuletion adopted
by the Program Committee at its meeting on August 22. The mmX whole thing hinges
on mutuel obligation. If the Emergency “Youncil feels that they should adopt,
without mEtaru.fl. sgreenent, the principle that everything hss to be done
by the COouncil, then that decision must communicated to the Agency Executive.
#nd Dr.Goldmann need not abide by 11:‘{ But 1% Dr. ver agrees to a bilaterial
agreement, Dr. Ooldmann will adhere to this agreement. If there were good will
7 there would be no need of a formal agreement. i
__Jl"' If Dr. Silver does not agree and requests for himue]..rﬁ.'"-a status of
X priority, then Dr. Goldmann could not agree on behslf ofthe -E:.nmti're and the
Council must Becide and convey its decision to the Agency Executive and Dr.Ooldmann

need not consider anything as binding until the Executive of the Agency decides.
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Rabbi Oold recalled that on the last day the lutﬁﬁnngreu was in session,
et a meeting of the Fermanenz Ausschuss a prdpaul was pdopted to the effeect that
in view of the approaching war something should be done to enable the American
Zionists to do politicsl work in Washington, since it might not be possible for
menbers of the Agency Executive to work there. Thme representatives of the

in Americs
W.Z.0./were to be designsted to sct for the Executive in Washington. This was

\f‘the origin of the creation of the American Zionist E“urgim Counkil.

Rabbl Gold said he wam under the impression that the A.Z.E.0. was acting

“"_I-,-\nnt for the Zionistas of America bt was an agency of the W.Z.0. and because the
Americen Zionists are in a better position to deal with the i“eriunn Uovernment
and Washington would be the center for world affairs , the committee in Washington
could act on behalf of the Executive. Later on, when certain changes were made
in the constitution of.thu Emetgency Committee, iioex that was done becsuse of
certain ciroumstances here, which had to do with registering as a foreigm agent.
The chenge was only in name, but the Oommittee was to contimue to act for the W.Z.0.
Rebbl Gold could not understand, therefore, why Dr. Goldmenn said that it will

W eceuse a breach of unity in the Zionist movement. When there is a member of the
Jewish Agency in this cougtry, it is only right that he should be present at all
meetings of the Emergency Vouncil, that his advice should be reckoned sith. The
question raised by Dr.Silver was that Dr.loldmenn went to Washington and acted
independently without consulting the Executive of the “ouneil, and was thus
ascting for the ¥.Z.0. Since there has been no Congress since 1939, no change kas
been made in the arrangement made in Geneva.

-\.J Dr.Goldmann said it was never x decided by the Zionist ongress to set up
an arm of the Agency Executife in Washington. The Permanenz Ausschuss is not
afle to mﬂklﬂ decisions. V¥What happened was that in the last days of the Congress
people mxid esked what would happen during the war, .. we would lose contact
with the movement. Dr. Solomon Uoldman suggested that the Executive set up a small
committee, to act in the U.S. He, (Dr.Nahum Goldmann) was theone who made the

motion that a small committee be nma{ to represent the Executive as long as the
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Executive could not act in America., The same Executlive that decided to appoint }(
you decided to set up an office in Washington.
2) You eay there was a change of name, It was more than that., There were

discussions here for weeks concerning it. You decided im your Comstitution that
you would not represent the Executive any longer. You changed the whole Consti-
tution and you made it clear that you are representatives of the Americam Zioniets.
But in any case the Council denied ite muthority from the Executive which is in
a position to determine the extent of that authority.

With regard to the agreement reached with Dr, Weizmann when he was in
thie comtry, Dy. Silver sgreed to this in the beginning. If, without comsulting
the Agency Executive and without the consent of the Executive, you will adopt the
prineiple that only you can approach the Americen Government, it will be a breasch
of mnity in the Zioniet movement,

Mr, Lourie read from the minutes of the Emergency Committee a Palcor
eable deted Segptember 1, 1939, reporting the establishment by the Executive of
the Emergency Committee,

lir, Wertheim recalled that there had been a great deal of confusion at
that time in Geneva, The Executive, however, had appointed the committee and he
agsumed the Executive had also organized the Jewigh Agency Bureau here. Why
ghould not we as American Zioniste, act here? DBut when we discuss formulas,
1t is Dr. Goldmann who should yield., The organizations were here first. He .ﬁm:‘
hesd been opposed to the establishment of the Jewish Agency Bureau here, If a
member of the Eyecutive comes here on a miesion, there is no difficulty. They
will also comsult us, BPut the difficulty arose because there ie a resident
member of the Agency here. The principle is one thing, but the technigue is

snother, Our co-chairmen mist see the American Government officials, not Dr,

—

——

Goldmann, Therefore I feel that Dr, Silver is justified in his demands and
L

we American Zioniste shoild make cur pesitionm clear, We should appesl to Dr,
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Goldmann to accept that position. Thie is not only my position, but the
position of the Central Committee of the Poale Zion,

Mre, Epstein remembered the whole discuseion in @emeva. Mre. Epstein
coneidered thet if Mr., Ben-Gurion came here he wonld have & constitutional
right to do political work,

But there ie an iesue that has been legitimately reiged, There must
be integration, We were right in pointing out the diffieculties to Dr,
Goldmenn, She felt he had met us in thie situation, We have to make up
our minde as to the status of the Jewish Agency, Mrs. Epstein thought
that the analyeis of Dr, Goldmann was correct. It ie essential, even
from the point of view of Dr, Silver, that there be consultations.

Dr, Goldstein e=1d it seemed to him that the origin of the Emergency
Committee was an enigma Wrapped in a riddle, It was established on the
assumption that communication would be impossible between Jerusalem,

London and Mew York, Dr, Welzmann, Mr. Ben-Gurion, Dr, Joseph, etec, have
all been here, The conditiones for thies formula have not existed,

We have to bear in mind certain facts. It is a fset that Dr. Weizmesnn
wag here and establiched an office of the Jewleh Agency. He did not estab-
lish it not to function, He intended thie office to be an integral part
of the political work in Washington. There ie a logic in the eituation

and a psychologic!
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Logicelly Dr.loldmann's position cannot be contradssted. If, hoever, that position
is going to creste difficulties in American Zionism, there is a question whether
we can afford to create that kind of rift.

In the meantime,Dr. Goldstein felt that it might be wise to consult with
the Agency Executive and apprise them of these discussions and at least fet am
some reaction from them. Perhape the reaction will be subh that Dr. Goldmenn
will be convinced that he is right in ylelding to Dr.S8ilver. The matter does not
have to be declded this week or next.

Mr. Begal did not think that anyone was challenging the authority
of the iwisocigsweyx@Exex Zionist Executive. BSome. of us are laboring to take a
logieal position and do something thet will »wmwikx have the opposite result.

The position is that we have & centralized body in Zionism here to conduct
politicel work, consisting of a1l Zionist bodies in America. This body recognizes
the authority of the Executive. If the Executive ::t.:: this authorit reduce
the status of the Emergency Council, there is something wrong. If, on the other
hand, the Execytive stestes that we are cognizant of the fact that this is a
centralized body end entrustes it with political work, and furthermore that they
will join in and work with us, there is no quarrel. If, however, they will take
the position that this body must xmmadm: remember that there is a representative
of the Zionist Executive in this country which is superior in status to it, either
in zowmmEtimocoe sction or by implication, then we should go out of bueiness.

Why have a centralized body which does not feel secure in its actions? The
Zionist Executive has a perfect right to say thet they have the right to do 21l
the political work in the U.8. If they are not going to do this, Xortbomwmmx

they must sccept smxxmx the situation existing in the U.S.

Mr.Sggal saild that his formula was that as long as the ¥.Z.Executive
will not make a statement to the Zionist bodies in America that political activities
in America rest with the Zionist Executive, the Zionist bodies have an organ,
the Z.E.Council, conducting the Zionist activities, end this organ recognizes the
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fact that whoever is in this country representing the Zionist Executive is to

work with this body,

Mr., Segel did not believe that st this time we are ready to disturb
our working possibilities. Dr.S8ilver hes to see ity “r. Coldmenn has to see it.
Dr. Silver must see that Dr. Uoldmsnn is pasychologically satisfied. DIr. Goldmsnn
has to see that the Z.E.0. is the body to conduot political activities in the
U.8. until the Zionist Executive tekes over.

Judge Rosenblatt was glad that Yr. Goldmann hud.planml the matter on an
impersonal basis. KoxkmximadXyx During the last war, when Dr.Schmaryshu Levin
was in the U.8. he worked with the Provisional Yommittee. We wmxkmst represented
then & million Jews; and now we represent 5 million Jews. It is more important
to us if Dr. Wise does the talking in Washington and not someone who is not an
American .

Judze Rosenblett agreed with Mr.Segal that the Executive may take tiet
authority away from us. But there cannot be two bodies{ working. There must be
one body and a boi?fhnf"spnh rmzfﬁ million Jews of Ameriea.

Mr. Neumann, speaking of the charscter of the Emergency Committee, believed
that this committee did not speing into being of its own. It was constituted
definitely under the authority of the W.Z2.0. He remembered when Dr. Goldstein
had forkkk insisted that his membership in the ¥ ergency Committee was under the
guthority of the ¥.2.0. (Dr.Goldstein denied that this was so - that he considered
his membership under the suthority of the W.Z.Executive). When there were dis-
cussions about changing the name, ¥r. Neumann continued, it was on the basis of
the question of reglstering as a foreign agent. ooaramiycoeoakectitexlegak
But assurances were gi‘vlen that it was not intended to cut Roose from the W.Z2.0.,
that we were going to carryon as trustees for the W.Z.0. While we made these by-
laws and made provision for the organizetions to partifipate, we did not do away
with the original membership designated by the W.Z. Executive. It was never

intended that we regard ourselves mmx only as representatives of local Zionists.
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¥We are a legal body =t up to meet a war situation. Essentially the
situstion has not changed.

It is true, said Mr.Neumann, that 811 these years there has been no
Congreass, nor no fullmesting of the Actions Committee. It has not mxmxmx even
been possible to have a full meeting of the entire Zionist Executive. Members

2 Ke Scnalller Gody a /i
of the Actions Committee icimewiea have not been sble to function. That proves
that we are in the midst of an emergency situation caused by the war, and we have
extra-legal functions that are recognised.

is
The main great distinction/between questions of policy and the matter of

tectics. When it comes to questions of policy, if we find ourselves in disagreement

with the pm¥ikiexx policies of the W.Z. Executive and cannot follow them, then we
are breaking the unity of the movement. But on the question of tactics, when it
comes to deciding who shall see somebody in the ihuricm Government, we are not

doing s0.

=1

Mr. Neumann said he was strongly opposed to Ben-furion setting up a political

would
Bureau. If Dr. Joseph were here, Ex we have to take the position that Dr.Wise

aend Dr. Silver cannot see people without asking Dr.Joseph? V¥With regard to Dr.
Weizmann, he ocouples a unique positionf mmixikx he ha charged with the
responsibility of carrying on the sctivities between Congresses.

The situation is complicated by personelities. But mﬁm& two
political apgencies functioning at the same time mxmx is inherently impossible.

The Agency decided to establish that office at a particular moment, when there was
a vacuum in Weshington. The moment the Emergency Vouncil became sctive, you had
a situation which invited clashes.

Mr. Neumarnn understood Dr.Coldmann's reservetion that he cannot and will
not jmtcodetmid bind the Executive to the Resclution that we may adopt here. But
certainly if we feel thet it is necessary to heve centralization of Zionist
political effort in this country, then we cannot posalbly have such centralization
except through such a body as we have here. This is the place through which all
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proposed action should be decided. ¥We cannot go beyond that at the pres-
ent moment, The question of procedure is another thing. Therefore we
should divide the problem, take it in two stages. We should make pro-
vision that all approsches to the American Government ehould clear throuzh
this Committee, by whomever they are made. That does not dispose of ques-
tions that may arise with regard to procedure, One thing we should not
do, and that is temporize indefinitely.

Dr. Goldmsnn has s=id he does not object to the principle embodied in
Paragreph 1 provided we work out a modus operandi which is acceptable to
him and the co-cheirmen, But at least we can stete the position, The posi-
tion st present is as follows: The Chairmsn of the Executive has resigned,
It 1= indicsted that he will not withdraw his resignation unlees the Execn-
tive Committee makes ite position clear om the central point, namely, that
all approaches to the Government shall be cleared through here, Clarify
that and the chairman of the Executive returns, The question of deciding
on procedure will reguire further action,

Dr. Wise, who had to leave the meeting at thie point, read the lettier
be had received from Mr. Stettinius from Dumbarton Oaks.

Dr, Wise said he could not help feeling we were making a mountsin out

'xrinf a molehill, There is the World Zionist Orgenization, the Executive,

! which has ites representatives here, and there is this Emergency Council,
Cen we not come to an agreement which recognizes that the Emergency Euun-:il)(
has one status and the Agency Executive a parallel status, VWhy cannot we
meke an sgreement that in all matters of approach to the Americen Government
there shall be previous consultation between the co-chairmen of the Emergency
Council and the representative of the Executive. FHe was sure that if Dr,
Silver gat down with them they would reach an sgreement.

Dr. Wise sugzestsd that a small Committee be named, consisting of Mr,
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Shulman, Judge Rothenberg and Mr, Lipsky, to work out something and submit
it to Dr. Silwer and request that he meet with us in the nearest future
and discuss the whole thing with us, We are laboring together for a com-
mon cause., After all, Dr, Goldmann is the American representative of the
Agency. All spproaches to the Americen Govermment should be made by this
body in consult=tion with repressntatives of the Agency. That is reason-
able,

Mre. Halprin pointed out that the discussion heretofore had not been
to the issue, Dr, Goldmann has accepted the point to which everybody was
talking, that he not entitled to act indspendently, There is, further,
no use talking on the point that the Emergency Council is entitled to
make representations to the American Government since Dr, Goldmann ack-
nowledges that, What Dy, Goldmann asks ie that between meetinge of the
Executive thers ghall he thinking in common between the leaders of the
movement here.

Mre., Halprin said she would consider it the greatest catastrophe if
Dy, Silver resigned at this time, Buat for the effectivensss of the work
it was necessnyy that he and Dr. OGoldmann work together,

Judge Rothenberg agreed that the argument had been proceeding as if
a constitutional question was at issue, But Dr. Goldmann saye he ie will-
ing to work with and through the Emergency Council and it would be a mie-
take to deal with it on the constitutional besie. If Dr, Goldmann ever
takes the position that he has the right to act independently, we will
discuse it then, But he has not said that, We have not succeeded in
convineing Dr, Silver., The igsue he ralsed, however, that there should not
be independent action on the part of Dr, Goldmann has been met, and is acke

nowledged by all,
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Judgze Rothenberg said it would be desirables if Dy. Silver could
eit down and talk with Dr. Goldmann, However, he did not think that
we ought to force any resolution., We ought to try to coavince Dr,.

Silver to withdraw his resignation on the basie of the gensrnl accept-
ance of the principle contained in Paregrpph 1 of the resolution of the
Program Committee,

Mr, Lipsky agreed absolutely with Judge Bothenberg. In essence there
is absolute agreement here., Mr., Lipsky was surprised when Dr, Goldmann,
without consulting the Asency Executive, accepted the prineiple of Para-
graph 1. Any agreement that makes Emergency Council and Agency activi-
ties together possible sghould be accepted, eepeclally when everyone is
gincere in asking for the withdrawal of Dr, Silver's resignation, It is
not a matter on which we can afford to get into a gcontroversy,

Mr, Gellman agreed with Judge Rothenberg. In order to satisfy both
gides we ghould sdopt the principle in Perggraph 1. As far as Paragraph
Z is concerned, we should appoint a committee to talk it over with Dr,
Silver,

Judge Rothenberg moved that we ask Dr. Silver to withdraw his resig-
nation: and that a sub-committee be appointed to confer with Dr. Silver
and arrive at an understanding on the basis of the discussion this after-
noon, This motion was seconded by Mr. Eothstein.

Mr, Neumann proposed that a vote be taken on the intent and purpose
of Parsgrsph 1 snd then have a gub-committee confer with Dr. Silver and

Dy, Goldmann,
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Mr.Rothstein thought it inadvisable to adopt anything plecemeal. ¥e are
interested in heving Dr. Silver withdraw his resignation. If the Committee sits
down with him and he hears the expression of views hers. the position will be clear.
Why have anybody feel that there has to be previpitous action on our part?

Mr, leumann said he was not opposed to Judge Hothenberg's nnti;:m, tut it
is simply because he believes that unleas we at least ach on the prineciple, we
wlll not get very far.

Mr. Shulmen then proposed the attached formulation. (Su- Jo 20)

Dr. Yoldmann steted he weanted to make it clear that his agreement depended
T\an an agreement Weing worked out as to how the principle would be implemented.

Neither the representative of the Jewish Agency or the members of the Emergency
Cougell find anything wrong with Par.l. There is a difference of opinion as to
\t_ how it can be worked out.

Rabbi Feuer said he saw Dr.8ilver last night, when he disuussed the
matter thoroughly with him. He thought Dr.Goldmann had made himself clear. However,
some statements were made which were unfair, namely, that Dr.S8ilver has refused
to talk things over with Dr.Goldmann. That is not correct. Dr. Silver believes
he has worked within the framework of the Smmmmtx principle embodied in Par.l,
that he has not made contacts with important people until these things were
thrashed out by the Executive. HRightly or wrongly, he does not think that
Dr.0oldmann has been operating in that way. He therefore thought it gexzgxixke
essential that there be & reaffirmastion of that principle by this body.

Rabbi Feuer said he pot the feeling when he left Dr. Silver last night
that unless thers is a clear affirmation of the prineiple in Par. 1, within the
framework of which he has operated mﬁﬁh he believes Dr.Goldmann has not
operated, he will not change his mind. He, Rabbl Feuer, would make every effort
to persuade him to do so, and he knew that Dr. Neumann would do the same, but it
would be easier if there is a clear affimmation of this prineiple.

Mr. Lipsky said it is quibe mmkie¥w possible that the adoption of the



prineiple does not settle the question. Later we may have to settle the

question of the procedure. There has got to be an implementation of the prineciple.
Mr.Shulman's motion was then voted on affirmatively. Mr. Neumann

wished to be recorded as not voting.
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The following motion wus adopted by the affirmative’vote |

of all the members present at the meeting with the exce tion of
Mr. Heumzrnn who wished to be recorded as not voting:

The Executive Committee finds it impossible to meccept
the resign tion tendered by Dr. Silver as its chairmen and earnestly
requests him to withdraw said resignation which shound not be made
a matter of record.

In view of the situation which has arisen the Executive
Committee expresses its approval of the principle embodied in paragraph
one of the resclution drafted by the program coumittee which reads
as follows: "R#lap roaches to the Americun Government or its officials
on matters relating ® the program of political activities of the
American Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by representatives
of the Movement only with the prior approval of the Executive Committee
of the Council." >

It urges Dr. Silver to confer with a sub-comzittee of the
Executive Committee to discuss how this prineiple can best be put into
effect in order to insure the maximum amount of coordination in the
politieal work.

Dictated by Mr. Neumenn on August 29, 1944
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Mr. Shulman reported following the action of the Executive Committee

at the meeting of August 28th, when the attached metion was adopted,
meet with Dr.Silver, consisting
a sub-committee had been appointed to mxmsmdesmecmgrimriaiecmEssttasbcioc

hoomEsEmod ks enxixked of Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Lipsky and Mr.Shulman.

The action of the meeting was communicated to Dr. Silver, and Rabbi Feuer,
also
who was in (leveland immediately after hhe meeting,/gave him the gist of the

discussion and the #ction teken, and expressed to him the earnest hope of the
Executive that he agree to the action and withdraw his resignation. BHe heard
yesterday, Mr. Shulmen continued, that Dr. 8ilver feels that on the basis of
the infommation given to him, he is not in a position to withdraw his

resignetion. He dietated the followingt

See aTlaclad

Dr. Wise stated that he had come to feel that inasmuch as Dr. Silver has
resifiged the chairmanship of the Emergency Council that reeignation must be
referred to the entire body and the Executive Uommittee has not the power to
reach any decision as to the resignation. In answer to Mr.Segal's question
he gald he believed this body could makﬂ a recommenfiation to the full (-?'i:m.la::ur:nil.l.i

Mr.Neumann pointed out that Dr.*ﬁilver has also resigned as chairman of
the Exedutive Committee, and it therefore mpmx properly lies within the scope of
the Executive to desl withM'He did not see any reason for postpoing the matter.
There is work to be done.

Dr.Wise agreed there were things to be done, and that was why he suggestad
westponing refarring the matter to the full Couneil and proceeding with the
important agenda before us this afternoon.

Mr.Oellmsn suggested that this Committee make a recommendation th the Council.
Dr. Goldstein pointed out thet the Z.0.A. Executive Committee is scheduled
to meet Jeptember 12th, and the Z.0.A. should be in a position to instruct ite

representatives on the Counecil.
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Mr. Wertheim thought it was not usual to shift the responsibility to
the full Council without & mmmtm.im
=feiew The other organizations have discussed it.
Mr. Neumann urged that the matter be disposed of as soon as posaible.
It was conceivable that the ZOA could hold a special meeting before the 12th.
He did not think it desirable to have this thing drawn out. He agreed that
it wae necessary that the Executive Oommittee come to the Couneil with a
redommendation.
Dr.Wise asked whether we could do sc when people like Dr.Ooldstein
feel that they must have 1nutrunt1uﬁu fru; their organizations.
Mr. Neumann pointed out that we have been dealing with this matter for

some tine now and all thna- here axprasued thair ﬂpiniun on the matter. xilent::

matter has been snnulled by Dr. Silver's refusal to withdraw his resignation.

r.Shulman pointed out that the action taken at the meting was subject
to the approwal of the full Emergency Council. The sction of the Executive
adopted a principle and provided fhe me2ns by which an agreement could be reached.
Had the sub-committee met with “r.Silver, by the time the full Council would
have met, there could have been presented to it not only the principle, but
the procedure. Dr.S8ilver makes it clear that nnI;}:he adoptdon of the two
principles laid down by him w#ill he withdraw his resignation. The Executive
Committee must now decide whether it wamts to go further. A guestion of this
kind involving major question of policy as well as the resignation of en
of ficer, rests with the full Gemmittme. CovNCIL,

Mrs. Epstein moved that a full meeting of the Uouncil be celled for
Thursday,Spetezber dth , unlesa in the meantime Dr. Goldsteln has been able to

arrenge for &n earlier meeting of the Z0A Bxescutive.
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Mr. Qellmen stated that in the Mﬂu weeks we ¥ried to settle the
matter, but could not find a formula scceptable to both parties. We must
realize that cannot afford under any circumstances to lose Dr. Silver.
He @h&t we adopt the formula which was presented by Dr. Silver.
This motion was seconded by Mr.Werthelim.

Dr. Goldstein rmised the guestion of having to get instructions from
the ZOA in order to vote on this motion.

Mr.Wertheim pointed out that some of us can agree to the recommendation
in our omm name.

Mra. Em stated that the Executive Yommittee had gons as far as
it eould in trying to settle the matter. The rest must be referred to the
larger body. It should go to the full Council without a recommendation
from this committes.

Mr. Neumsnn pointed mut that this matter was brosched faoecthm
three weeks ago today. It seemed to him thaﬁ on 2 matter mmmx ss important
as this, :‘amﬂ.riﬁg |




consideration by the Z0A Exedutive, some steps might have be-n taken
before this o get action. The Constitution of the ZOA ealls for neetings
of the Executive between regulsr meetings, for consultations. He ;tmu put
out, Mr. Neumenn maid, by the suggestion that we let the matter ride until
Sept. 14th. This u%m urgent matter, for the ZOA as well. If consultations
were indicated, some steps might have been taken bafore this to get instructions.
Dr.Wise pointed out that it had been our hope that Dr.Silver would
accept our request that he withdraw his resignation. It was unanimouasly
decided at the last meeting that we ask him to do so. When it seemed that
the situstion might be settled there was no need to get instructions.
Mr. Neumsnn ptated thet the Executive Committee has acted on matters
r;quﬂng finel ection before. He urged thet a recommendation be mede to the
Council.

Mr. Boukstein moved that Mr.Gellman's motlon be tabled. Seconded¥me

Mr.Segal pointed out that we will gain very little by sustaining Gellmsn's

thdraw 0,
i l ti but we can lose much. He appealed to Mr.Oellman to wi ;
i:ﬁ:&. \ B N::'Emln:n suggested that Dr.Silver be asked to nold his reaignmi_gg./

= in abeyance pending action by the Emergency Council. lgreaﬁ;,..f’

-
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In order to carry through effcctively the intent of principle Ho. 1
which was adoyted unanimously be the Zxecutive Committee, and the only
possible may in which that principle can be put into practice is as was
suggested by Dr, Silver in the proposals he made to the Program Committee that

1) Between meetings of the Executive, matters requiring urgent and
immediste action which are brought to the attention of the representative of the
Jewish Agency shall be discussed with the olS-chairmen of the Co@meil by
Dr. Goldmann, and together they shall agree on the procedure to be followed.

, 2) The officials of the Jewish Agency inm London and Jerusslem shell be
appresed of the above action of the Executive Committee and shall be re uested
hereafter to communicate on all matters widch relute to Zionist political work

in America directly with the Americ.un Zionist Emergency Council.

Dr. 8ilver is not averse to meeting with any committee, but he feels
that such mpeetings are unnecessary inasmuch as the subject has so thoroughly
been discussed by him, by the Program Committes and by the Executive Cozmittee.
Further discussion in committee is not likely to shed any more li ht on the
subject.

H o ¥ALOX g

MapsE suggest,two very simple procedures to implement the principle
which was udopted b, the Executive Committee? He feels that these two
oroposals are indispensable to the successful operation of the Emergency Council
and to his omn effective service.

He feels that the right of the Jewish Agency to establish political
urszus is not involved. No one hass questioned that right. It is a yuestion
of efficient operation and pricticsl necessity. The Esmergency Counecil showvld
meke its position clear and put itself on record as doing vhet it regards
&3 necessary for the successful prosecution of the politicsl work of the
Zionist Movement in this country. It will them be up to the Agency to
indicate its own position if it so choosesa. The Agency might come to feel that
&5 a result of the re—organization of the Emerze cy Council, &d the far more
efficient work which it has been doing since its re-orgunizatiom, that the
continued existence in this country of a political buresu shich was established
by it last year is no longer necessary or that 1ts functions should be limited
to Latin-American interests. In any case, this is a matter for the Jewish
Agency to determine. What the Zmergency Council is called upon to do is to
make its own positiom wery clear not alons with regard to prineiple, but with
rezard to procedure,
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S S B FROFOSALS
1) For the purpose of promoting effective coordination of Zionist political
efforts in this country, the Co-Chairmen of the American Zionist Emergency

F MM Gounci]ha:ra to be invited to serve together wit ﬂﬁl n and Mr, Lipsky <4

______ %ﬁd"ﬂ-"}ﬂ-ﬁ ‘DE- v

ama nalitinal t:mmittaa rapraunﬁng the World E:ecutiva lln charge of po-

litical zctivitieg of the Jewlish Arency in this cuuntry.ﬁt is to meet

periodically, preferably between muetinga of the Executive Committee of the

| :-m,,r i caits b :ﬁ
| Lot tﬁm
| E} Hote is taken unnnimnun action of the Executive Committee of the

( American Zionist Emergency Council affirming the principle that "all approaches B\h‘&*:‘
to the American Govermnment or its officials on matters relating to the programrﬁa#
of political activities of the American Zionist Emergency Council shall be I‘*
under teken by representatives of the movement only with the prior epproval ufr ,,_,"L
the Executive Committee of the Council.” This is accepted as a guide for

(ﬂm,— L
future pction, f

3) The enlarzed committee of the Folitical Buremm of the Agency will deal .
k&vm_u

inter alia with:
a) commnications from the World Executive and other sources, and
b) proposels to approach Govermment officisls in Weshington on matters of
immediate urgency, always glving due consideration to the plans and
current activities of the American Zionist Emergency Council,
The Committee will reach agreement regarding the steps to be teaken, by whom
and in what manner,
4) The Comnittee will be guided on ouestions of broad policy and basic prin-
q ciple by the views of the World Executive, and on mattere of method and pro-
cedure by the views of the American Zionist Emergency Council,
5) Existing arrangemente for the exchange of information between the Council
and the Agency Bureau are to be extended so that each may have kmowledsze of

the plans and activities of the other, as well as of information in the

possession of both.
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< \t I wish in the first place to repeat my werning at the last meet-

; lng ageinst attempiing to inflate this problem into an issue of comaie pro-

porticons as if thie were a revolt against the suthority of prerogatives of
the World Zionist Exscutive, Quite definitely 1t is not. The situation is
simple and clear, Both the Emergency Council end the Political Burean
directed by Dr, Goldmenn hove been set up under the authority of the Werld
Executive, The Oouncil is technically an American body tut astuelly 1t is
acting as the custodian and trustee of the interests of world Zloniem as
originally intended, mnd to the seame degree as Dr. Goldmann's Bureau, No
major policies or major principles are involved, The scle issne is whether
or not the day to day activities vis-a-vis the American Government shsl]l be
cerried on by and through the Council and 1te mnltimﬁ representatives,
It should be carefully noted for ths record that Dr, Silver
has not demsnded, is not demanding the abolition of the Political Bureau of
the Agency., He has not demanded, is not demanding that Dr, Goldmann cease
all his political activities in his various capacities, There ere large
areas of those sctivities in which Dr. Bilver neither claime nor desires
any participation, There is the World Jewish Congress; there is the field
of contacts with the representatives of forelgn govermments in Washingtoni
there is Canada, Mexligo, South America, There are economic rroblems and
sctivities with which the Jewlsh Agency is concerned. All of these and
other matters with which Dr, Goldmann is v;nemd.. DIr, Silver does not
attempt to interfere with, He only asks that in the one field with which
the Emergency Council is concerned, namely, political action cn the
American scene and vis-as-vis the American Government, should be rezarded

a8 the responsibility for the time being of the Council,
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Wwe all recall the attemptVBen Gurion who, as Chalrman of the
Jewish Agency Executive, occuples a higher position than Dr, Goldmsnn, saade-
to establish a Folitical Byreau of the Agency in Washington and the sharp
resction to that attempt on the part of the Epergency Council at that time,
I vividly recsll the scene in one of the rooms of the Emergensy Committee's
offices at that tims, Mr, Ben Gwrion called me in &s well as Dr, Goldmann
and informed us a few minutes before a meeting of the Epergency Committees
was to open, that he had decided to establish an office in Washington, He
had not consulted the Executive in Palestine; he had not consalted Dr,
Welgmann; he had not consulted his colleagues who were on the spot here in
Ameriea, neither Mr, Lipsky nor even Dr, Goldmann, who first heard of it
at the moment when I heard 1%, Dr, Goldmann suggested the propriety of
presenting the matter at the meeting of the Ejergensy Comnittee for consid-
eration; but Wr, Ben Gurion replied "I will not discuss it with the Eger-
gengy Committe,.I will inform them of my desision,®

Bgn Qurion was Chairman of the Agency Executive, DTid he have
the right to take such ection! Did he carry with him the full aathority
of the Executive wharever he went in the course of his travels! TWould he
have been sustained by the Executive Committee? These guestions remained
unanswered becsuse Mr, Bgn Ourion ended up by declaring that irrespective
of the prerogatives of the Agency Exseative or of his own prerogatives as
ite Ohalrman, he would not undertale any steps of a political nature in
this country without the approval of the Emergency Committee and its lead-
ership,

How we are told that for us to adopt a resolution expressing
our wisghes regarding the procedure, regarding the manner in which the
practical day to day work shall be carried on would comstitute a serious
btreach betwoen ms and the World Executive, OClearly that is Dr, Goldsmann's
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ewn interpretation of such asction, Surely he does not have the authorization
of the Agency Executive to plase such a construction upon the resolutions
urged by Dr, Silver, Ir, Goldasann does not even clalm to have such expresssd
snthorization to so interpret these proposals,

Actually, therefore, such an issue has not arisen and may never
arise betwoen us and the Exacutive, We are perfectly within our rights as
loyal Zlonists $o point out to the Bxecutive the vitel importance of cenmiralising
Zionist political action in this country through our Council end to approve our
stand and to act ia sgreement with us on this matter, We cannot mmticipate
what position the Agency Executive will take, I can conceive of a variety of
daciolons 4t might take o meet the situation, Certainly at this moment there
is absolutely no ground for assuming that they will regard this matter as of
such cardinal importence that they will prefer to assexbtthmi—therwild support
Dr, Goldmann's position even 1f it involves the resignation of Dr, Silver and
the conscguences which that may entall, If we tala this sction and it hAﬁAH
challenged by tha Werld Exacutive after cereful Sonsideration and after hear-
ing both sides of the argument, that is & bridge we shall cross when we get
to 1it,

I cannot help being struck by the circumstance that ow Poalei
Zion friends agree with Dr, Silver's position 100% after full consideration
of the question, They hsve done so unanimgusly, BSurely no one believes
thet the Poalei Zlon are less loysl to the World Executive, in which their
perty hes a working majority, than is anyone else in this room, They and
the Miszrachi support Dr, Silver. The unwillingness to support him appears
rather in the circles of the ZOA end Hadasssh, 2

Only & few weeks sgo we had another, w_lnh','vmm.-

It was shortly after the adoption of the Pulestine plank in the platform of
the Hopublican perty. Dr, Bilver proposed the adoption of a reselution ex-

pressing our satisfaction with that section of the plank which endorsed
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Zionist aspirations, Again there was a sharp division, That does not
matter, but I was shocked to learn upon my return to the city how the
members of this Committee divided, Again it was the Poalei Zion and
Misreshi wio ltqui%h'. Silver esolidly while such opposition as there
was to the resslution om other groups, That hardly points to an
objective conslderation of the question by individuals acting in ascordance
with their own best judgment and consclence, Those who opposed 1t claimed
thet such & resolution would be regarded as an unfriendly act towards the
Fresident and the Dymogratic party. Were the Poalel Zion less loysl to
President Hoosevelt or less committed %o his support in the forthooming
elections? Yet they voted with Silver without a qualm, as they are sup-
porting him today,

The pattern whicheserges from this is clear, I& is the pattern
of partisanship in which persons and groups reast to situations largely in
aggordance with t heir basic attitude towards Dr. Silver and his leadership,
There are those who give Silver their complete confidence sand are anxious
to give him full suppors, and there are those who 4o not share thot attitude,
We have had many divisions before on various issues with mmch the same lineup,
We had 1t at the very beginning in connection with wrpurely technical questiong
such as the internal reorgsnisation of our work, We had it on the issue of an
aggressive attitude towards the Roosevelt Agministration, We had it on the
question of appointing a Politicael Committee with which Dr, Silver was to
confer, We had it in comnection with the Oongress Resolution, and we had it
oven with so minor a matter as the proposed redio program,

0f course, we may expsot differences of opinion end 1t is a
healthy thing to have such differences sxpressed, What is unheal thy ih;ut
it 1is the pattern of partisanship to which I have referrad, the inevitsble
lineup, almost sutomatic, between those who staert with a predisposition to

support Silver and those who don't., There have been of course exceptions on
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both sides of the line on various occasions, I kmow that Judge Rothenberg
has on the whole supported Silver, and perscnally I regret that he does not
800 eye to eye with me on this particular question, There were also occocasions
when My, Oruso, for instance, 4id not go alonz with his colleagues of the
Poalei Zion tut voted with representatives of Hadassah and the ZOA, 3But on
the whele it remains an incontestsble fact on the record that this partissn
lineup has existed throughout the yoar and from the very first moment of
Silver's Chatrnansiip, This is a most unhealthy situation which dodes the
movement no good, If at this criticel moment in Zionist affairs, we camnnot
sink our pertisanship, our canse may suffer irretrievable hamm,

What 18 to happen nmow!? Dr, Silver feels very deeply on this
question., Hs is planted 1lile a rock, unylelding end immpveble, We have
been told repsatedly that his inflexibility is a great t‘lﬂlt: If that is
#0, it is, as the French say, the fault of hies qualities, $has-14,
counterpart of thet massive and towering strength which we all admire and
seeic to exploit for the benefit of our movement, You cemnot have the one
without the other, BSilver is 2 Iuman monolith without cracks or fissures,

He canngt compromise, but we mat remember that if he were by nature inglined
to compromise, flexible and easy-going, he could not have served the movememt ,
80 uncompromisingly vis-e-vis the outside world, He would not be that mili-
tant champion of our cause, that powerful battering ram that he is today,

We cannot have it both ways,

g |

What is to happen now that Silver is withdrawing? What is to
happen with the Emergency Council and its work? You will forgive me if I
speak with some feeling on the matter, I have lived with the Emergency
Comud ttee all these yéars and have Eim of my best to its service, and I
passed through an experiense not umsimilar to what Silver is passing through,
1 had flung myself into the work without eny reservations. I organised the

American Falestine Committee; I 4initiated the Christian Council for Palestine;



I was responsible for the Lowdermilk book and the tremendous propaganda
which it developed; and I organized the engineering research for the Jordan
Velley Authority, But I felt deeply the fatal weaimess of our Emergency
Committee, the lack of close coordination, of etrong centralized direstion
of its sffeirs, But the Qomanittee was guite willing to gt e £o &!

my services beacause I uptr&d. tu m tlon ch was later givean %o Nr,
Montor and -hiah is now oogupled by Harry Shapiro., I was told to my fage,
though not hv-th; Commiittea, that if I were made Executive Director, we
would have a dictatorship., I, a dictator!

I mention all this only by way of background., A year ago the
cry went up throughout the country, a cry for aggressive leadership and
strong centralized direction of our political efforts, The Busrgency Coun-
¢il had become the lamughing stock of our own Ziomist following, It suffered
deeply by compsrieon with the energetic activity of the Bergson group, who
had walled into the wvagumm left by our Bmergency Comudttes,

That ory resulted in Silver's beiug called to leadership in
our work, He responded dy divesting himself of all other Ziondst responsi-
bilities, As Welzmann had done, he put on blinders mmd devoted himself
solely and exglusively to our pelitical effort, He wanted no other presiden-
cles, no other chalrmanships, There was no divieion of his mg&l:}mﬁ a
superb and overwhelming concentration upon one jeb,

We had not had that sort of thing before Silver, All our
other leaders - includéing Dr, Goldmenn - were Leavily burdened with multiple
duties and responsidilities. They brought b owr meetings and our work the
fogzed end of & tired mind, It was mot even possible to point to anyone and
pin upon him responsibility for our feilures,

From the moment Silver assumed office, he gave himself with
utter devotion end in complete loyalty to the movement end ite highest
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instances, Thore has never been any question about his political line,
Stlver has what may be regarded as the naive belief that a straight line
gt11] mariss the shortest distance between two points, He imowsno deviation,
no compromise, no detour, but purenss his objective - our obhjective - in a
perfectly straight line, Then we ded ded to held the Auerican Jewiah Oon-
ferenca, he tock it as a decision andrefused to agree to a poestponement on
thes suggestion of the State Department, When the Conference met, he ‘nsisted
upon our caxrTying through the Commonwealth resolution, which was our chief
purpose in convening 1%, even though Zionist leaders, speeking from .&4
rostrum, could not bring themselves to plead for the Jewish Commonwealth be-
conge they hoped for a compromise with anti-Zionist forces, He began great
political propazanda last fall, and the Executive Director wanted to con-
centrate on the White Paper and avold the Commonweslth issue, Dr, Silver
broke with him and with others of his personal friende on that lesus and
carried on, He organized the fight for the Jewish Commonwealth resolution
in Congress as well as the pressure upon Fresident Roosevelt whish resul ted
in the gtatement of March 9th., Following that, he took up the effort to
secure the adoption of Zionist planks in the platforms of both parties,

And you lmow of his furthar plans, It 1s no exaggeration to say that under
his sble and agzresaive direction, we have made more progrese in this single
year than in the four ysars which preceded 1%,

Now we are to let him go because he demands complete contrali-
zation of the political work in the critical and delicate period which lies
Yefore wa, Te ATS %0 164 him go Deosass he 15 a Gictater end an MItecyat,
or because he seeks h\hrmh the sutherity of the Jewish A.;umy.' For him
and for myself I vehemently repudiate any sech interpretation of the proposed
action, I do not ddleve for & moment it would be sc regarded by the Executive
of the Jewlsh Agency, I deny the right of any member of the Agency Executive
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to speak ex cathedra, to give s binding interpretation of such resoclutions
;-.&ammnwug. Only the Pope of the Roman Olmrch can speak ex
bafhedra, at interpretation is Dr, Goldmann's personsl interpretation,
\“"j The vista that now opens before us iz a dlemmel one; not only
the loss of Sllver's lesdership and service tut ell the consequences that
are 1ikely to flow from 1t, Instsad of gzoing forward at this eritical
moment with the pressing tasics ahead, we shall be confronted with problems
of internsl reorzanization., Moreover, there 1s every 1ikelihood that the
patter will not rest there, It will become a subject for disoussion snd
controversy throushout the length and bdresdth of the lend, and the rift
within the Zionist Organigetion widened and deepened,

What are the alternatives? If we refuse to adopt these reso-
Iutione, Bilver withdraws, If we do adopt them, he remains snd carries
on, and Dr, Goldmann will carry the issus to the World Executive, and we
ghall probably hear from them 4in time, I urgs the Latter gonrse which
disposes of the problem at least for the tiue being, If and sben we hear
from the Exscutive, we may then consider the situation ofresh, That is
reasonable; that is the course dictated by the needs of the houwr, I
plead with you to follow It,
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I note that the Executive approved the principle that "all
epproaches tc the American Govermment or its officials on matters
related to the program of political aetivities of the Amsricen
Zionist Emergency Coumcil shall be undertaken by representatives of
the Movement only with the prior spprovel of the Executive Committee
of the Council.® This principle is sound.

the past made my pﬂﬂmum-dmhmﬁnmh
mu:,:mutdtnmmn-utm,mm,m
ranmzmmummu

1. "Whenever matters related to the program of the
political activities of the Emergency Council are brought to the
attention of Dr., Coldmenn in his capecity as director of the Bureeu
of the Agency between meetings of the Executive of the Emergency
Council which call for an immediate approach to the American
Government or to its officials, Dr, Goldmenn shall comsult with the
Co—chairmen of the Emergency Council, and together they shall agree
on procedure as to who shall make the approach and in what manner.®

2. ™hat the officers of the Jewish Agency im Londom and in
Jerusalem shall be informed of this action of the American Zionist
Emergency Council and shall be requested to communicete in the future
Mummmmw;mmﬂ-tmmn
relate to the political activities of the Council."

The purpose of the first clause is to meet the point which
Dr. Goldmann mekes that at times, between meetings of cur Executive,
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;nr:mt commnications from abroad which eall for immediate action,
It indicates to him how such immediate action be had, i.e., simply
by bringing his communications to the attention of the Co-chairmen
of our EZxecutive so that mtwthqumthm
method of procedure, L

with driblets of information econveyed to it from time to time by the
director of the Agency Buresu or his secretary, Mr, Welsgal.

I regret that both of these clauses, on the basis of which I
Iwumtﬂtm'hmmnqput.hsﬁhnfﬂhﬂ'
difficultles, were not adopted by the Executive Committee, Instead
of which a motion wes requesting me to confer with a sub-
coumittee of the Executive Committes to discuss how the prineiple which it
had adopted could best be put into effect in
amount of coordinstion in the politiesl work. I have no objection to
confarences, but the ground has been already thoroughly covered
we and by others. This matter has been the subject of prolonged
discussions as a number of meetings of ths Program Committee, I
apoice of 1t at the meeting of the Executive Committee

At the August 28 meeting of the Executlve the

|
E
E
|

olear, and as far as I am concerned, indispensable, and I cannot
see the purpose of ancther conference.

At the meeting of the Executive Committee on the 3lst, you
referred the matter of my resignation to a meeting of th

on September l4. Dr. Uoldstein wishes to consult the Executive of the
Z¢Oshs about it. In the meantime, I presume, both London and Jerusalem

cannot afford at this time, I must therefore repeat that my resignation
is finel and that, as of today, I have relinquished my office in the
Councils I shall issue no public statement on my resignation unless
misrepresentations provoke it. There should be no difficulty in
filling my post. There are some already waiting for 1t with baited
breath,

In taking leave of the Emergency Council, may I be permitted,
beceuse of my profound interest in the success of the grave end
difficult tasks which lie ahead for our Movement, and because of my

experience with the work of the Council during the past year, to make
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the following suggestionss

1. The Emergency Council should request the Jewish Agency
Mhhmdmdmiuwnmmulmm-
to have its activities sharply restricted to Latin-American countries
or %o such sconomic projects which the Agency is fostering in this
country, The DPureau wes set up in May of last year because Dr.
Welsmann had despaired of re-organizing the Emergency Committes into
an efficient, functioning body. This was also the explanation which
ﬂhu'hkgnninhmlnf‘nrthlutt&n:upor the Buresu, namely
thats "the public in the United States kmew little concerning
Jewlsh aspirations and achievements in Palestine and there was need
for better presentation of the Zionist cause before the United States
Government." But an effective re-organisation of the Emergency Council
did take place last September, and since that time the Emergency
Council has, by common agreement, done & quite satisfactory job, There
is no need at present for another Bureau in Washington to do what the
Emergency Council is quite able to do by itself. This is
question of authority of the Jewish Agency. The Agency has the
authority to establish as many bureaus as it wishes, and those
raise this issue lmow that it is & spurious ome, It is & questi
efficiency of operation, and practical administration fecility in
times of an emergency. The Jewish ey has an effective and well-
equipped political arm in our Emergency Co and should use it.
It needs no other. Two agencles,claiming es Dr. Goldmann does,
Wtyﬂﬁhﬂu',ﬂﬁuhhﬁ-“nﬂhm“m
can only lead to frustration, hindrance and conflict,

2« I suggest, furthermore, that the Emergency Council should
do away with the office of Co-chairmen. You cannot have at the head of
@ dynamic political actions committee iwo chairmen, unless one clearly
regerds his position as honorary., Dr. Wise, who had given me the
definite understanding, when he appsaled to me twice to take over the active
leadership of our political work, that he intended to retire to the
position of an elder statesman in the movement, changed his mind some-
where along the way and has since insisted on doing everything thet I
unﬂuﬁimmmmdhh&m.mwmtuﬂdh
Dr. Wise's study on August € of last year specifically stated that
Dr, Silver “will be summoned to leadership in the sphere of political
affairs™ and also referred to the Emergency Councll as "the body ;
responsible for the centralized direction of our political efforts."
The spirit of this agreement not been lived up to, This has led
to serlous friction which is inherent in an unsound administretive
set~up which should be immediately corrected.

The Emergency Council and its Exscutive should have one and the
same chairman who should be given full authority to earry on the
political work of our movement subject, of course, to constant sur-
veillance and control by the Couneil. This chairman should be one who

g
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The Hon. Robert 4. Taft
United States Senate

Washington, D.C.
My dear Senator Taft:

I am happy that you are making inquiries in the War
Department concerning its present attitude towards the Taft-
Wagner Resolution, It would be amazing if it would maintain the
same attitude which it held last February now t the war in
Burope is entering upon its last stages. Itil taocst importance
that the Resolution be acted on before November. Our definite
impresaion, both here and in London, is that a decisive pronounce-
ment wlll be made on the subject of Palestine before November. It
is important that the volce of America should be heurd before the
decision is made and announced. I am hoping that you will take the

“initiative in piloting the Resolution through as you did in

the introduction of the Palestine Plank in the Republican Platform.

You may reczll that I invited you, last Spring, to address
a4 public meeting under the auspices of the Cleveland Zionist Society.
Tou were not free to come at the time. I note thaet you are scheduled
to address the City Club on Saturday, October 21. Could you arrenge
to stay over for Sunday evening, October 227 It would give the
Jewish community of Cleveland an opportunity to welcome you and
to hear you.

With all good wishes, I remain
Most cordially yours,

AfS:BE
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NLT NAHUM GOLDMANK
1720 SIXTEERTH STREET NORTHWEST WASHINGTON DC

VIEW CHANGED SITUATION AFPROACHING SOVIET AMBASSADOR HEGARDING
FIRST CONPTNUED IMMIGRATION FROM RUMANIA SECOND RELIEF FROM
PALESPINE T0 NEEDY JEWS IN REWLY CONQUERED OCCUPIED TERRTTORIES
THIRD EMISSARIES TO BUCAREST OTHER CEWPRES FOR RESCUE ACTIVITIES
FURTHER AFIELD STOP SOLICITING FOREZIGN OFFICE SUPPCRT STOP PEEASE
AC? LIKEWISE VISAVIS SOVIET EMBASSY STATE DEPARTMENT STOP WE
EEOPENING COLONIAL WHOLE QUESPION IMMIGRATION FROM LIBERATED OPHER
COUSTRIES SPOP PLEASE ACT ACCORDANCE MY IMATGRATION S TATEMENT
TRANSMITTED PALCOR ITA STOP YOUR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ISTARBUL
REPORTS O DIFFICULTIES REGARDING SHIPPING BLACKSEA SPOP TURKISH
BOAT NO¥ ANCHORING CONSTANZA TWO BULGARIAN BOATS READY BURGAS YOUTH
EXHAUSTED IN LABOUE CAMPS INSISTS PALESTINE STOP POSITION NUMBERS
REFUGEES INCLUDING TRANSNISTRIAN ORFHANS HOPELESS UNLESS EMIGRATE
STOP CABLE STEPS PHOSPECTS

MOSHE SHEETOK
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Honoreble Elbort D. Thomas
Benate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Daar Senator Thomas:

We are writing to you with regard to the Resolution recently
introduced into the Senate and the House, calling for the immediate
establishment of "emergency rescue shelters in Palestine for =ll
Hebrews who can get there" and in regard to which, as co-Chairmen
of the American Zionist Emergency Council representing the organized
Zionist Movement in this country. we venture tc address to you the
following observations.

The Congressmen and Senators who have sponsored this Hesolue
tion are moved by the noblest humanitarien eentiments and their
sympathetic efforts deserve the thanks and gratitude of Jows every-
wheres It 1s obviously necessary, however, to coneider whether the
Resolution in fact promotes the object which it seeks to serve.

8o far as any practieal results are concerned, in present circum-
stances unfortunately, particularly in wview of the statc of war
existing between Rumania and Hungary, the passage of such a
resolution will do nothing to promote actusl rescue. On the

other hand, its introduction serves to obscure certain immediate
needs of the refugec situation and to prevent action in that regard.

The immediate question with regard to the Jews of Hungary
is not that of providing cemps for thelir reception abroad but of
securing their exit from Axis-controlled territory. Thus several
thousand Jews in Hungary are at present actually in possession of
immigration visas to FPalestine, but the Nazis have hitherto succeeded
in preventing their escape.

Even under the Palestine White Faper there are still some
14,000 immigration certificates into Palestine available for distribu~
tion. But on the pretext that these certificates should be ear~marked
for Jews in Hungary and other Axis countries, the British Government
hes wirtually put a stop to all Jewish immigration into FPalestine.
For while the prospects of any btulk transfer of Jewe from Axis occupied
territories are at present small, thousands of Jewish refugees who
have reached Italy and other "safe" areas and wish to begin their lives
afresh in Palestinae, are precluded from doing so because the certifi-
cates are reserved for persons in enemy territory. These other
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. refugees are in fact physically safe btut morally and materially they are
doteriorating. Moreover, their removal from southern Itely in particular,
by making room for others, would greatly improve the prospects of rescue
from Hungary and elsewhere via Yugoslevia. Accordingly, what ies neces—
sary is not the creation of temporary refugee camps in Pelestine for
Joews in Hungery, but the opening of Pelestine to Jewlsh refugees wherever
they be.

. The HResolution as it stonde, therefore, is insdequate and ineffoc-
tive, but in addition it is objectionable on two other grounds. In the
first place it is premised on the condition that Jews shall be brought
to Palestine for temporary intermment in refugee camps, but subject to
ultimate removel elsewhere. Thig is in dismotricel opposition to the
internationally recognized claim of Jews to come to Palestine "as of
right and not on sufferance." And secondly, the terminology of the
Hesplution enmbodies & conception which ie utterly alien to and resented
by the great mass of Jews everywhere. It is the temminology of Mr. Peter
Bergeson and his handful of assoclates of the sc—called "Ecbrew Comnittee
of National Liberation." These self-appointed spokesmen of the "Hebrow"
nation draw = distinction betwoon the Jews ¢f America and those of
Palestine and Burope. The latter arc stated to be not Jows but "Hobrows”,
end it is those "Hobrews" thet Mr. Borgeon and his friends claim to
represent. The fact that the democratipally elected representatives of
the Jews of Palestine and the entire Jewlsh prese of Palestine from
extreme right to extreme left ridicule the represcntation which has thus

. boan thrust on Palostine Jewry and heve deseribed 1%t s28 2 feke and o
froud, troubles Mr. Bergson not st all. It is sgufficient for his pur-
poees if well-meening Chrietisne can be led to boliove that ho has in
fact -~ maondate on behalf of Jewry and if with thelr support he is
enabled to indulge in one publiclty stunt after another and to travel
under the false colors of one who speake as the authorized representative
of his people.

The not reeult of a receolution such as that now submitted to
Congress will bes

(a) That nothing practical whatscever emorges.

(b) That the offonsive temminology of the Hebrow
Committeo, which cuts off from tho Jewleh
poorlo & groat faction of its oumbers, will
find officiel recognition in a resolution of
the Congress of the United Statos, and

. (c) That instoad of effirming the right of Jows
froely to cnter thoir Nationsl Home in Fuloe-
tine, it is proposed to put that country on
the same bzsis =28 say the comp at Oswego —
& temporary shelter from which they will be
subjected to ultimats removel.

. It is earnestly to be hoped that this effort By & tiny splinter
group in Jewieh 1ife to mislead unsuspooting well-wishors of the Jewish
people end to impose through them ite own peculisr ideclogy, will be
seen for what it is,
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We desire ocgain, in conclusion, to express apprecicstion of the
motives which animate the sponsors of the resolution beforc Congross.
We would most earnostly urgc them, however, in the intcrost of tho causc
witich they so sinceoroly desire to help, to concontrate on the onc real
measurc of Jewlish salvation, namely, the opening of the gates of FPalestine
to all Jews who may wish to go there, wherever they may be, and the re-
eeteblishment there of a free =nd democratic Jeowish Commonwealth.

With kindest rogards, wo are

Sincerely yours,
Abba Hillel Silver
AHS:55WiLBI Stephen 8, Wise

Duplicate originals sent to
Senators Ferguson,

Taft, Murrsy; and
Representatives Mclormack,
Lane, Scott and Baldwin,
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September 11, 1944

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver,

Chalrman - Executive Committee,

American Zionlst Emergency Council,

The Temple - Eaat 105th St. at Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohlo,

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I have your letter of September 7th. I
talked to Senator Connelly about the Palestine Resolution. I
understand he has called up Stimson and telked to him but has
had no definite reply. I have also written Stimson wlth the
same result up to date.

As you suggest, I am planning to be in Cleveland
on Saturday, October 2lat and I should be glad to stay over on
the 22nd 1f you care to arrange a meeting for that night. It
wnuid glve me a good opportunity to set forth my views on forelgn
pollcy.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

j;/ 25
Pl L %"

RTfpr



CONFIDENT IAL
PALESTINE COMMISSION

of the
AMERICAN JEWISH OONFEERENCE

Minubes of Meeting held Sept, 11, 1944

Louis Lipsky, Presiding; Jacob Alson, Mrs. Samel W. Halprin,
Hermen P, Eopplemann, Judge Bernard A. Hosenblatt, Max J. Schneider,
ire, Albert P. Bchoolman, Carl Sherman, Dr. Benjamin Shw

Williem I. Siegal, Robert Silvermen, Mrs, Simon E, Sobeloff,

David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen §. Wise, and I. L. Kenen, secretary,

Approved,

THE POLITICAL CONVENTIONS:

4 report on the activities which have been carried on by the
American Zionist Emergency Council to win the adoption of

Pelestine planks by the Republicen and Dempcratic Parties was
submitted by the secretary.

Motion mede and seconded to approve report, copy of which is
evailable in files,

@OOPERATION BETWEEN CONFEEENCE AND AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL:

2 i
L
PHESENT 3
X
HINUTES:
FEEE PORT

Following discussion, it was agreed that it was the sense of
the Commission that in the future work of the American Zionist
Emergency Council, greater emphesis and scope should be given
to the American Jewish Conference, within the area of the
resolutions adopted by the Conference,

BESOLUTIONS:

The Commiseion considered legislation introduced by Senator Thomas
of Uteh and sponspred by the Hebrew Committee of Netional Libera-
tion, calling for the establishment of emargency refugee shelters
in Pelestine similar to the free port in Oswego. Becesusec such
sheltere ere inconsistent with the conception of Palestine as a
Jewish National Home and contrary to the Rescue Resolution adopted
by the American Jewish Conference, which provides that Jewish
rcfugees reaching Palestine shall have & right to establish their
pormanent home in that country, tho Commission woted to record
its opposition to these resolutions, It recommended to the
Interim Conmittoe that the Congressional sponsors be 80 notified
by the Conference and that they be urged instead to support tho

‘Wegner-Taft end Wright-Compton resolutions,




PALESTINE RESOLUTIONS IN CONGRESS:

Tho Chairmen stated that the American Zionist Emergency Council
was endeavoring to secure the approval of the Administration at
Washington in advence of eny action with regard to the Palestine
resolutions in Congress. This proccdure wae approved by the
Pelestine Jommission, which passcd & motion by Dr. Wise to the
effect that:

Sheuld tha administration decline to give clearsnce for the
reavlution:, the question should be wnsidered snew by the
Comn’.es‘on before eny further action is teken by the Ameriecan
Zlonist Emcrgency Council,

There being no further business, the meeting wae adjourned.

fek

I.L. Kenen, Secretary
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DR, ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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CLEVELAND, OHIO
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PROGRAM, CONVINCED THAT QUR WORK WILL SUFFER IRREPARABLE INYUNY IF YOUR ENERGETIC
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TODAY

WE EBLIEVE THAT YOUR PRESENCE THERE WILL EHANCE THE ALREADY GOOD

POSSIBILITIES FOR A COMPLERN VICTORY FOR YOUR PROGRAM. YOU ATONE CAN GIVE COMPLETE
EXPRESSION TO YOUR POSTITICH AND CLARIFY THE REAL ISSUNS, IN ANY CASE WE MAIWPAIN THAT
YOUR POSITICN MIST BE MADE CRISTAL CLEAR IN THE RICORD JOR ALL 20 SEE AND KiOW.

HAREY I. SHAPIFD ARFOED K. ISREEELX
HAJOID P. MANSON 1. B, BERKSON
ARTHUR IOURIE SULAKITH SCHVARTZ

ADE TOVIM ADQOLPH HiJBEARD
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September 14, 1944

Jewish Frontier
New York, N.Y.

PLEASE CONVEY TO GATHERING AT MEMORIAL MEETING PRCFOUND SORROW WHICH I
SHARE WITH ALL ASSEMBLED IN THE PASSING OF ONE OF THE MOST NOBLE AND RARE
SPIRITS OF OUR MOVEMENT, BERL KATZENELSON. HE WAS AN INSPIRATION TO MANY.
HIS SUPERB IDEALISM, HIS UTTER SELFLESSNESS aAND HIS FINE VISION ARE WOVEN
IN THE VERY FABRIC OF OUR NEW LIFE IN PALESTINE. OUR PEOPLE 'ILL LONG
CHERISH HIS NAME IN GRATITUDE AND IN BLESSING.

ABBA HILLEL SILVER

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 18 BY TELEGRAFH OR CABELE
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGELNCY COUNCIL
MINUTES CF MEETING HELD SEFTEMEER 14, 1944

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Thursday,
Sept ember 14th, at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City.

PHESENT

Dr, Btephen B, Wise (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Fhilip Cruso, Mrs.
Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Welf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldetein, Mrs., Rose
Halprin, Dr, James G. Heller, Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis E. Levinthal,
Irving Lipkowitz, Louie Iipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Samuel Rothstein, Mrs, Bertha
Schoolman, Herman Shulman, Mres. Rebecca Shulmen, Dr, Abba Hillel Silver,
David Wertheim.

Rabbti Leon I. Feuer, Arthur Lourle, Harcld F, Mangon, HEarry L. Shapiro,
Abe Tuvim,

Dres Joseph Cohn, Isaiesh Ii. Kenon, Robert Silvorman,
REPQRTS

A report was rondered on action taken following the Executive Committee
meeting of September 1lth. In connection with the refusal of the Palestine
Administration to allocate Falestine immigration certificates to refugees other
than those still in Nazi occupied territory (see Minutes of Executive Committee
meeting held September 11th), the Executive Committee believed that representsa-
tions should be made to the British Embassy tut decided that the most effective
evvroach would be through the American Jewlsh Conference and the matter was
therefore referred to the Interim Committee of the Conference, which is seeking
an interview with Lord Halifax,

With regerd to the resolution introduced in Congress, on the instigation
of the Bergeon group, calling for emergency shelters in Palestine, a letter had
been gsent to the Senators and Representatives who had sponsored the resclution
pointing out the inadequacies of the resclution and the offensive terminology
of the Hebrew Committee of National Iiberation introduced in it. A full page
advertisement urging support for the resolution had appeared in the Few York
Post a few days ago, but from all indications it appeared that there was no
poesibility of anything further being done with the resclution in Congress,

An item which had received publicity in the pross wes the mecting of
refugees in Italy which had beon addressed by Sir Clifford Heathecoto-Snith,
representative of the Intergovernmental Committee for Refugces, whe had seught
to discourage tho refugees from going to Palestine. The attitude of Bir Clifford
was indicative of an attitude which had very grave implications for Jewish
immigration to Palestine.

There had been & etrong reaction to Sir Clifford Heathcote-Bmithls state—
menta to the refugees in the entire Palestine press., The Executive Committee
decided to send a letter of protest to 8ir Herbert Emerson, head of the Inter-
governmental Committee; in addition, the American Jewlsh Conference delegation
to the British Hmbassy will take up the matter with Lord Halifax.
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The conference convened by the Federal Council of the Churches of Chriet in
Anerica to be devoted to & discussion on Palestine, and which hed been held the
previous day, was discussed. BRabbl Heller, Dre Berkson, Mr. Lourie, and Proféscor
Albright presented the Zionist case; Professor Hitti and Mr. Barovudi spoke for the
Arabe (Professor Hocking also was to heve participetod, but did not attend);

Dr. Eisendrath, of the Union of American Hebrew Oongregation, had boon invited;
and the Council for Judaism was ropresented by Rabhl Elmer Bergere On bohalf of
tho Federal Uouncil of Churchee of Christ, there wore Dr. Johnson, head of the
Rosearch Department of the Federal Council; Mrs. Trotter, his assistant; Dr.
Hoffnann, and two other nembors of the Counell!s missionary staff.

FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHEURCHES OF CHRIST

The natter had ariscn originally sone months ago, when the Federal Council
had proposcd to icsoue an Information Bulletin on the subject of Palestino, This
Bulletin had been ghown to Dr. Borkson of the Hesearch Degpertment, who had prepared
a full reply, and subsequently, as a rosult of this end of the interventicn of
Dr. Goldstein, who had important contacts with the Fedoral Council of Churches,
the publication of the Pulletin had been deferred.

Therc had been an effcetive prosentation of the Zionist point of view at
the conference, but the approach of the representetives of the Federal Council had
been & distinotly negative one. Many of their officisls hed certainly becn in-
fluenced by the outlook of the Beirut Universl ty people. It remained to be geen,
however, whether they would issuc a statcmont hostile to the Zionist point of view,
perticulerly since they were cwarc that it might produce finfavorablc reactions in
tho Jowlsh ecomrmunitios in this country, end in addition the Execcutive of tho Foderal
‘Couneil would have to consider the sensibilities of meny of thelr membors who are
affiliated with the Christian Council on Palestinc.

It wes bolieved that it was esscntial to meintein contact with tho Federal
Counecil of Churches.

LMIGRATION

Referring to the present situation with regard to immigration into Poles-
tineo, attontion was drawm to the article, by Lewls Gannott, sppearing in the curreat
issue of "The Hation", doscribing the work of the Intergovornmental Committee for
Rofugoes and thce various agoncies that will deel with refugees. It was suggostod
that this night bc the time to demand ropresentation of tho Jewish Agoncy on &ll
thesc agencliess Since Dr, Goldmann was going to Felestine in a few days 1t was
recommended that the Emergency Council draw up proposals in this connection, to be
conveyed by Dr. Goldmann to the Agency in Palestine.

It wes decided to refer this matter to a small committes who would meet
with Dr, Goldmann before his departure for Palestine.

ARTICLES IN "THE NATION®

It was reccmmended that the local emergency commlittees be contacted and
requested to have a number of letters written to "The Nation" expressing apprecia—
tion of the fine articles which they have been publishing dealing with the problems
of Jewish refugees,
JEWISH AGENCY BUREAU

After the last meeting of the Executive Committee, a sub--comnittes had met
with Dr. Silver and snbnitted the followlng resolution to him:
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"l. All approaches to the American Government or its officials

on matters relating to the program of politieal activities of the
Amoricen Zioniet Emergency Council shall be undertaken by represente~
tives of the movement only with the prior approval of the Executive
Committee of the Council.

"2. To further the implementation of Paragraph 1, between meetings
of the Executive Committee, the co-chairmen of the Council and

Dre Goldmann and Mr, Lipsky, on behalf of the Jewish Agency Bureau,
will consult with respect to all emergency matters or courses of
action not previously determined upon by the Council or its Execu-
tive Comnittee which involve approaches to the American Govermment,
and on all matters relating to the program of activities of the
Counecil which come to the attention of Dr. Goldmann and Mr. lipeky
roquiring immediate action — in order to determine what steps shall
be taken, by whom and in what manner.

"3, It is understood that nothing contalned heroin shall be doemed
to limlit or restrict the freedom of action of the Amorican Zionist
Emergency Council."

This formulation was approved by Dr. Silver and had also boen approved by Dre
Goldmanns

A motion was made, and passed unanimously, that this reosolution be adopteds
Dr. Silver then made the folloving statement:

"I should like to make this statement upon the adoption of this resolution
and say a few words by way of explanation and clarification of what expired in the
last few weeks. I would have preferred to have actlon taken by the Executive
Committee or the Council without my intervention, because I was personally concerned,
and I wished to have the matter declded on in principle. I referred the matter to
the program Committee twlce,and then to the Executive Committee, before vhich if
came on two occasions. I therefore do not wish it to be said that I did not want
to meet with a sub-committee, I had hoped not to come to this meeting tonight,
and did so only on the urgent requeste wired to me by good friends, There was &lso
a cable from Jerusalem. I was partiocularly grateful for a wire which came to me
from the staff urging me to come to this meeting.

"I am not completely satisfied with the resolution, because it does not
entirely represent my conception of the place of the Energency Council on the
Anerican scenes One has begun to talk about the Jewish Agency Bureau as though it
were a long eetablished agency. Actually it came into existence May of lest yeer
when Dr, Welzmann was here, as an emergency measure, and was established beceuse of
the feilure of the Emergency Council at that time to ostablish an effective burean
of its own in Weshington. When the Bureau was organized it was contemplated that
it should function with a committee made up of American Zionistss It was even
suggested that Dr, Silver should be the chaimmen of the committees That body never
came into being. After the establishment of the Jewish Agency Buresu the Emergency
Council was reorganized, after long negotiastions. 8ince that time, the Oouncil
built up an effective machine, and hes done a good Jobs

: . . There is no
need for the Jewish Agency to have two politicel bodies. Logle - ictates that
the Agency Bureasu, if it does not want to go out of existence, should limit its
activities to matters with which the Emergency Council ie not concerned, esg. Latin
Anerica, econcmic matters, etce.
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to conduct political work in this country.
"It has been sald that I challenge the authority of the Jewieh Agency /
That ie pure fiction., No man in this room has a greater respect for the rights
of the Jewlsh Agency then I have. It is eignificant, too, that the Pozle Ziom,
which should be most concerned with the authaﬂty of the Jewish Agency, has found
it eagy to agree with me in this matter,

"It is a question of whether the Bureau is necessary, whether it sorves
a purpose and ie dolng an effective Job.

"I am willing to proceed on thé basie of this resolution which has just
been adopted, I om willing %o proceecd with consultations when cmergeneies arise,
I hope you will not be saying beforc long that therc ie a "kitchen cabinot" in
existence, or that the parties will ask why they cannot heve represeantatives on 1it,
But I will bdbring to the attention of this body any infringement of this agreement
and will expect this body to =2ot, boyond mercly passing resolutions., I shall
notify London and Jerusalem of this action and shall furthomore roguest London
and Jerusaelem to correspond with us directly.

¥With regard to this controversy, it ies a luxury which our movement cannot
afford, but it wes the only way I could bring the sltustion to a heads I hope it
has now been clarified,

"As I interpret my work, Dr, Wise and I have been called to do & certain
Jjob. As chalrman of the Executive Committee I was called to glve the work centrali-
gation and direction, and centralization doee not mean having two officlal Zicnist
bodlies going to the same officials in Washington. We make ourselves ridiculous in
the eyes of these officlals, We have lost and not gaindd by this procecdurce 4s
long a8 I rémain in this pesition I ghall inelst on centraliration and direction,
I am willing, together with Dr, Wise, to aseume responeibility, But thet means '
having authority. When you become diesatisfied with my work you can ask for my
resignations

"I hope we will not have any more of these gquarrels, which have unfortum
nately made some of our meeting unpleasant, There is & lot of work to be done,
particularly with regard %o the Resolutions before Congress.

"I want to close with these wordsf 'It ie Erev Resh Hashansh, and I wish
all of you & very happy New Year,!"

Dre Wiese gpaid he was surc we. were all happy over the poaceable and friendly
outcome of the matter, Juat as Dr, Bilver mesns to live by the tems of the
agreement, he was sure that Dr. Goldmenn would live by thom end would be prepered
alvays to glve ue the benefit of his great gifte and his indubitable loyalty to our
cauge,

RESOLUTION BEFQRE CONGEESS

Mr, Bhulman reported that at the last meeting of the Executive Committee
the question of the Hesolution wee discussed and it was folt that becouse of
Mry Stettiniuel absence and the inadvieability of delsying any longer by walting
for hie return,an interview should be arranged with Mr, McCloy and, 1f poselible,
Becretary Stimeon, with a view to having then withdraw the ban on our resclution.
It was therefore declded that representatives of the Emergency Council, together
with Senator Wagner and Mr, Bloom, arrange to meet with Mr, McCloy. Fursueant to
that action, Mry Shulmen met with Senetor Waegner, who ies anxious to go shead with
the resolutions He will be in Washington Wednoeday or Thursday of next week and
an attempt 1s being made to get an sprointment with Mr, MeCloy on one of those dayse
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Mr, Bloom, too, wished to join the delegation to the War Departnent, but he
would not be available next week. In view of the fact thet Congress may adjourn
October 1lst, 1t was decided not to wait until the following Monday, the day suggests

by Mr., Blooms

Mre Boukstein recalled that at a previous neeting of the Council, it was
agreed that an attempt would be made to have the word "ultimately" removed fron the
resolution when it is brought out, This is even more importent now, said Ur,
Boukseteln, since the Falestine plenk adopted by the Democratic party does mo% con-

tain that word,

Mre Shulman referred to the proposal of the Program Committee that the
resolutlion be reworded to conform with the Denceratic party plank, if thot will be

possible.

After further discusslon with regard to procedure, it was agreed that the
natter be referred to the comnittee which has been naned to take up action in

Washington.
The neeting edjourned at 10:30 P. M,
LAy Ls
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September 15, 1544

kir. Herman Shulman
39 Broadway
New York, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Shulmang

I have been thinking over the visit of our deleg:otion to HeCloy
with Senctor Fegner. It will mot do to cull on McCloy "eold" without
some pressure previously brought to bear on the War Departuzent.

Unless McCloy imows of the iremendous pressure for the passage of the
Resolution among people who count, he is likely to stall for time and
indicate that the time 15 mot yet ripe, etc. That iz the word evidently
which Stimson had given %o Uonnally, and the coming of a delegatiomn to
McCloy without intensive pressurs exerted through various sources

on McCloy prior to the coming of our committee mey result in nothing.

It will be too late %o start agitating after a negative or non-
committal reply from McCloy.

I therefore think that o« few men should f.cediutely be seen in
¥ashington and in New York who would indicule to leCloy, each in
his own way, that the War PDepartnent's previous interdiction should
be removed in view of the change in the military situstion, in view
also of the Democratic and Republican planks, the approaching
elections, the possibility that a wmew Palestine policy is even now in
the making. If you agree with me, I think that we ought tc get in
touch with such men as Senator Trumen, who can be resached through
Hennegan, who in turn could he reached by our good friend, idbe Goodman
in St. Louis. Truman's opinions would carry great weight with the
Har Departuent. Senator Mead of New York should be geen at once. He is
nos heed of & very important committee previoualy hesded Yy Trusen
which 1s in close touch with the War Department. MeCormack, who is
greatly concarned about the situation in Massachusetts, should likewise
been seen at once. Frankfurter should i:mediately be contucted. He
spoke to McCloy, you will recell, about this very matter st the time
of the learings on our Reaolutions. Perhaps two or three other
important contacts shoyld irmediately be made. Call me Saturday
and let me know what you think about it. Leo Suck is now in Washington
end could contsct some of these people for us, or it might be well for
one or two members of our Executive Committee to go down to Washington
to see some of these indleiduals prior to the wvisit of our delegation
to mlo'-

With all good wishes, I remain

Ver; cordially yours,
AHS 1 BK



CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, D. Ce.

September 16, 1943

Mr. Coleman Silbert, President
New England Zionist Hegion

73 Tremont Street

Bogton, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Silbert: |

Since coming to Washington I have done a little scouting
around and I think it would be very desirable to file a Hesolution re-
affirming our stand with respect to Palestine. I have made a rough draft of
it, and should be very grateful if you wiuld advise me whether it meets
with your approvals I do not think it should be too long, and will
appreciate it if you can wire me your views so that I can get the
Resolution into the works as gquickly as possible, unless you ferl
that some major changes should be made.

With kindest regards,

Most sincerely yours,

Christian A. Herter
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The Temple

EAST 1052 STREET AT ANSEL ROAD
TELEPHONES GARFIELD QISQ-0I5I

Cleveland
WILLIAM M. KRAMER ABBA HILLEL SILVER,D.D. HARRY A. LEVY
ASSISTANT RABSB| RABBI EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Septamber 19, 1344

Dr. Herry A. Atkinson, Chairmen
Coristian Commeil on Palestine
70 Fifth Avenue

New York 1-1.- N.Y.

My dear Dr. Atkinsons

Permit me to thank you and Dr. Carl Voss for your
vary graclous New Year greeting which I profoundly
appreciate, The moral support and the understanding
sympathy which our cause hzs received during these
trying years from the Christian forces of America
has been a source of profound gratification. I pray
that during the decisive days to come, the Christian
sentiment of the United States will be effectively
marshalled to insure the upbuilding of the Jewish
Commonwealth which 1s so vitul immediately for the
rescue of our helpless millions in Furope and ultimately
for the solution of the great millennial problem of
Jewish national homelessness,

fith all good wishes, I remain

Host cordially yours,

AllS:BK
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THE TEWMPLE CLEVE=
WE AGAIN URGE YOU TO ATTEND THE COUNCIL MEETING THURSDAY.
WE ARE SURE THAT YOUR PRESENCE WILL BRING ABOUT A CLEAR .
DECISION AND ENABLE THE EXECUTIVE TO CONTINUE ITS WORK B
UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP WITHOUT HINDRANCES
DAVID WERTHE I, .( & A
A,

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE BUGGESTIONE FROM ITS PATRONES CONCERNING ITS EERVICE



The Temple
Ansel Rd. & E. 105
Cleveland, Ohio
Sept. 19, 1944

Dr. Chaim Weizmann
77 Great Russell St.
Londen, Enzland.

My dear Dr. Weizmanng

I trust that you are well, and I send you and Mrs.
Heizmann my best wishes for th: coming year, in which Mrs.
Silver joins me most warmly. I hope that it will be a year
of great and welcome decisions for the world, our people and
for Jewish Palestine, and that you will see the blezsed yleld
of your untiring years of work and sacrifice.

You will recall that I wrote to you a Cew months ago
with refersnce to the Agency Bufeau and the difficultiss and
smbarrassments which have since developed as a result of it.
You felt, in your letter which you wrote to me on May lst,
thyt these difficultios would be smoothed out. Unfortunately
they have ingreased and become aggravated during the past
five ar aix montha to a polnt where I felt that there wua
no way out of the impasse but to semd in my resignation.

v It is difficult in the space of & letter, and under existing
conditions, 4o tell you the full story of tha numercus
unfortunste incidents which hava eccurred ms & result of
the getiviiies of our friend who suffers from sxcessively
active ambassaedorial glands, and who acts as & roving
ambassador in Washington for the Jewish people on all

matters under the sun, end who injacts himself in every situatiom,

anticipates your svery move, and whenever the offizially
designated representatives of the Mgmuy Council have an
important visit to make, of which he gets wind, he makes sure
to get there first...Our friend, you will remember, is also
the spokesman of the World Jewish Congreas. He had promised
at the time he was appointed director of the Agency Bureau
to ~Pease representing the World Jewlsh Congress in Washington,
but 2 has forgotten about his promise. As & result, the
halls of our Government are blessed with his almost continuous
omnipresence.

The Emergency Council, at a meeting on September 14,
unanimously adopted the enclosed resolutions. Their object
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Dr. Welzmann &= September 19, 19844

|
is to curd the gentleman's excessive activities and
independent action without at the same time reflecting \R‘
unfu.wrnhlq on the authority of the Jewish Agency whose i
representative you appointed him. The gentleman has agreed g

to these resolutions, Personally I should have gone much

further and would have suggested toc the Emergency Council §
to request the Jewlsh Agency to close down the Dureau

altogether. The Agency has, of course, every right to

sstablish as meny bureaus as it desires, and no one calls

itas authority into question. What is questioned by those

who are active on the scene in Zionist work in this country,

is the necessity and the hel,fulness of such a bureau at this

time. Two political agencies irying to do the same work in

one country in war time can only lead, and in this instance

i1t has led to confusion, over-lapping and serious embarrassa-

ment. The Agency Bureau should either be closed dowm

entirely or its activities sharply delimited to Latin-

American countries and to such other matters which do not

come within the scope of the political actlvities of the .
American Zionist Emergency Counceil.

You will also recall that when the Bureau was
egtablished, thers was to be a political committee of
American Zionists in charge of it. No such committee was
every appointed with the result that the director of this
Buresu has been acting without any con'rols, and with no
responsible body to account to or to consult with, Every-
thing he says or does must be taken ipso faclo as the
thought or the dmi.sim'nf the Jewish Agency. You will
agree with me that this'an anomalous and dangerous situation.

I should like also to convey to you, my dear Dr. Telzmann,
and to Mr. Shertok, the unanimous desire of the Emergency
Council to have more regular communications, and as frequently
as conditions will permit, on all mattiers related to the
political work of the Emergency Council on the American scense
sent directly to it from London and Jerusalam. Our Emergency
Council should not remain dependent as heretofore npon
driblets of information and occasional communications
conveyed to it at their discretion by our friend in the
Buresu, and his secretary.

This all sounds like & very gquerulous l€tter. I did
not intend it to be so, but I fesl that you and our friends
in Jerusalem ought to knoa the situation as it exists here.

With all good wishes, I remain

AHS:BE Very cordially yours,
Enc.
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FROM Mr, Leo R. Sack DATE: E-ptlnhﬂ' 20, 1944
TO: Dr, Abba Hillel Silver

SUBJECT:

Here is a summary of my conversation on yesterdsy to supplement my
verbel reports to you by telephone, I saw Senator Comnally firet, He was
of the opinion that nothing more could be accomplished at this time because
Congressional leaders contemplate adjourning this session on
(Since he made that statement progress towards adjournment has been -u.}

Senator Connally said that "a month ago Bob Wagner tsalked to me about this
legislation and expressed the wish that it could be favorsbly reported®,

Connally thereupon suggested to Wagner, he said, that he see Secretary
of War Stimson "because he is your constituent® to get him to withdraw his

objections to the Wegner—Taft Resolution.

Connally said he indicated to Wagner that if he obtained such a withe
drawal of objections from Secretary Stimson, his Committee probably would
favorably report the legislation, He did say, however, that he did not
positively commit himself,

"inyway, Bob never came back," Senator Commally contimued. "I have
never heard another word from him. I assume because of this that Mr,
Stimson's objections still stand.”

It was at this point in our conversation that Semator Connally advised
me that the Navy Department had also interposed objections last Spring, fole=
lowing the objectionms of the War Depariment, The Semstor was not clear as
to whether the Navy objections were verbal or written,

Then Semator Connally expressed the opiniom that no particularly good
purpose would be accomplished by action on our Resclution at this time be-
cause "pomething ie going to be done about Palestine lmmediately after the
¥ar®?, Connally said that action at this time, therefore, might have an ade
verse effect as well as a useless effect, He did not say what sort of action
will be taken, nor do I believe that Le mows.

"The War is mmrrying to a close, " he went on, “and I am sure that you
will not have to wait long now for action.®

Following the conversation with Senator Comnally I talked to Senator
Taft., He told me that he had discussed the Heseclutioun with Semator Connally
ten days ago and had requested a favorable report, Senmator Connally told
him, he seid, that he had theretofore discuseed the matter with Senator Wagner
and bad requested Wagner to obtain a clearance from Secretary Stimson. After
thie, Taft said, he bad been trying "for ten days” to see Wagner but he has
not been here.

In the meanwhile Taft, immediately after the Conference with Senator
Connally, personally wrote to Secretary Stimson asking whether he still
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objected to passage of the Resolution,

" I received no reply and I bave been reluctant to telephone Stimsen
because he doesn't like me, * Mr, Taft continued, He explained that Stimson
dislikes him, in his opinion, because he nas been "riding" the War Department
very hard, and also has referred sarcastically on occasion to Mr, Stimson as
being a fourth term candidate,

When Mr, Taft repeated his reluctance to telephone Stimson, I suggested
to him that he have some good Eepublican friend, who hes not stepped on the
Secretary's toes == preferably a ranking Eepublican on the Military Affaire
Committee — telephone the Secretary, Mr, Taft thought this was a good sug-
gestion and he thereupon returned to the Senate chamber to reguest Semator
Austin of Vermont, allegedly a sincere friend of Palestine, to telephone Mr,
Stimson, Senator Austin, however, balked.

Mr, Taft then decided to telephone Assistant Secretary McCloy whom he
previously bhad told me he did not kmow and, thersfore, was reluctant to tele-
phone him when I had earlier mentioned his name as a poesibility. In the
meanwhile, Senator Taft told me later, you (Dr, Silver) telephoned him and
subsequently he called you back, Assistant Secretary McCloy advised Mr, Taft
that he then was baving some of his staff officers give him a report on cobe
ditions in the Near East, as they pertained to the Palestine Resolution,

Mr, McCloy told Taft that he would be able to advise him by Thursday morning,

Senator Wagner returned to Washington in the early aftermgon. I went
to his office to inguire what Secretary Stimson had advised him on the basis
of Mr, Connally's suggestion, To my great surprise Mr, Wagner said that he
had not seen Stimson at all because he regarded Connally's suggestion as a
form of "passing the buck®, Neverthsless, Mr, Wagner promised that he would
phone Secretary Stimson during the afternocon. But as of 1l o'clock this
Wednesday morning he has not done so, his office advises me,

I was unable to see Senator VTandenberg yesterday until after the
adjournment of the Semate, I waited in his office until the Senate session
was over and although he was apologetic for not being able to see me sooner,
he was emphatigally of the opinion that no action could be taken on our
RBesolutiocn during the remainder of this session of the Congress,

81t will be a physical impossibility to cbtain commitiee action even
if Secretary Stimson gives his approval to the Besolution,® Senmator Vandenberg
declared, "We do mot have a quorum of our Committee, There are present only
four out of twenty-three members.®

Senator Vandenberg then told me that his Committee would not attempt
to approve the Resolution by the procedure of polling members to attain their
acquiescence becauss the Resolution involves "policy". "Our Committee," he
eaid, "never undertakes to poll membership exzcept in cases of nominations.?

The conversation contimued further but always Vandenberg came back %o
the point that because of the shortage of time remaining to this session, and
the inability of his Committee to obtain a quorum it was "impossible" to obtain
a favorable report, At no time did he qualify his opinion as to the "impossibi-

1ity® of actlon,
I shall advise Yyou further as developmenis occurs
8 ?

LES:abr Leo
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I received your kind cablegram to which I replied. okl A} R3) ,th
You have undoubtedly received by now my reply. I feel that
I should like to write you more fully about the situation
althouch it is difficult in the space of a letter and
under existing conditions, to tell you the full story of
the numerous unfortunate incidents which have occurred &ss a
result of the activitiss of our friend who suffers from
excessively active ambassadorisl glands, and who aets as a ]
roving ambassador in Washington Cor the Jewish people m all T
matters under the sun, and .ho injects himself into every }
situation, anticipates your every move, and whinever the i
officially designated representatives of the Emergency Council ,]J’\
have an important visit to make, of which he gets wind, he \
makes sure to get therefirst....Our ffiend, you will remember, /
is slso the spokesman of the World Jewish Congress. ile had ‘;'Jf
promised at the time ha was appointed director of the ﬁ.gannj' j(
Bureau to cease representing the World Jewish Congress in
Washington, but he has forgotten about his promise. 4s a
result, tie halls of our Government are bles-ed with his
almost cmtimwua ounipresence.

The Emergency Council, at a meeting on September 14,
unanimously adopted the enclosed resolutions. Thalir object
is to curb the gentleman's excessive activities and
independent action without at the same time reflescting
unfavorably on the authority of the Jewish Agency witose
representative he has been appointed. The gzentlaman has
agreed to these resolutions. Personally I should have
gone much further and would have suggested to the Zmergemcy
Council to regquest the Jewish Agency to closs down the Buresu
altogether. The Agency has, of course, every right to
establish as many bureaus as it desires, and no one @alls
its authority into question. What is questionsd by those
who are active on the scene in Zionist work in this country,
is the necessity and the helpfulness of such & bureau at this
time. Two political agencles trying to do the same work in
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one country in war time can only lead, and in this instance

it has led, to confusion, over-lapping and serious embarrass-
ment. The Agency Bursau should asfither be closed down entirely
or its activities sharply delimited to Latin-American countries
and to such other matters which do not come within the scope

of the political activities of the American Zionist Emerzency
Couneil.

You will also recall that when the Bureau was
established, there was to be a political committee of
american Zionistas in charge of it. No such committee was
ever appointed with the result that the director of this
Burean has beean acting without any controls, and with no
responsible body to acoount to or to eonsult with. Every-
thing he says or does must be taken ipso facto as the thought
or the decision of the Jewlsh Agemcy. You will uzree with
me that this is an anomalous and dangerous situation.

I should like also to convey to you, my desar Mr. ben
Gurion, the unanimous desire of the Emergency Council to
have more regular communications, and as freguently
as conditions will psrmit, on all matters related to the
political work of the Emergency Council on the Amepican scene
gsent directly to it from London and Jerusalem. Our Emerzency
Council should not remain dependent as heratofore woon
driblets of informatiom and occasional communications
conveyed to it at thelr diserotion by our friend in the
Bureau, and his sacretary.

This all sounds like a very gquerulous letter. I did
not intend it to be so, but I feel that you and our friends
in Jerusdlem oucht to know the situsation as it exists here.-

With all good wishes for a very happy new year, and
in high hopes that the coming year will bring peace to the
world and the realization of the gresat historie hopes of
our people, I remain

Very cordially yours,

AHS1BK
Ene.
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~ "PRESS RELEASE from

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Associated Orgamizations:

Zionist Organization of America * Hadassah * Mizrachi * Poale-Zioa

342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. +« MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE

AVMERICAN ZIONISTS HAIL FORMATION OF
JEWISH BRIGADE GROUP BY BRITAIN
WISE AND SILVER HOPE THIS WILL BE PEELIMINARY TO
JEWISH EEPEESENTATION AT FEACE CONFERENCE
Uew Tork — Dp, Abba Hillel Silver and Dr, Stephen 5. Wiee, co—=chairmen of the
American Zionist Emergency Council, today hailed the British CGovernment!s announce-
ment of the formation of a Jewigh Brigade Group 2¢ recogniticn of "the justice of
the Jewigh claim to fight under thelr own flag againet the oppressors of their
peoples”

In a formal statement issued hore, Drey Silver and Drs Wise cxprossed an
"earnest hope that the rocognition thus accorded the Jows as & peoplo in the
armics of the United Hations will bo a proliminsry to Jewish reprosontation ot
the Poace Confercnce and in tho councils of the nations in 211 mectters affecting
the future of Furopoon Jewry cnd-of Palestino,"

Pointing out that the British Government's anncuncement comes "as the
culnination of a etruggle which has been conducted eince the beglnning of the war
by the World Zioniet Organization, and in this country by the American Zionist
Emergency Council, for the recognition of the right of Palestinian and Stateless
Jows to fight as Jews in the war against tho ezl sggreesor," tho statoment edded
that the Jewish Brigede Group "will desire above all to play its part in the

invasion of Germany and in the rescue of what survives of tho Jowry of Burope."
(more)

. i3
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"The Jews worc singled ocut by Eitler for mass cxtcrmination. Today they no
longor fight as anonymous unite and they arc ontitled also to a volco of their own
in matters which will affoct them in the groat deocieions that arc about to be made,”
the statement declared.

In a cable to the Executive of the Jewish Agency, of which Dr. Chaim Welszmann
is President, the American Zionist Hmergency Council extended comgratulations on the
success of the Agenoy's "untiring efforts for the establishment of a Jewish nilitary
force," and added that "this belated recognition of Palestine Jowry's splendid con-
tribution to tho war effort gives renewcd hope and cncoursgement in the struggle
for the realization of our espirations for the cstablishment of Paleostine as a
Jowish Commonwealth.”

Tho toxt of the statement by Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise follows:

"The announcoment by tho British Government of the formation of a Jowish
Brigade Group comos as the culminaticn of o struggle which hes becn conducted since
the beginning of the war by tho World Jionist Organization and in this country by
thoe Amorican Zionist Emorgency Council, for the recognition of the right of Pales-
tirlon end Stateleoss Jows to fight as Jews in the wer against the Nazi eggressor.

In ceptember 1939, Dr, Welzmann as head of the Zionist movement and of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine, in & letter to Prime Minister Chamberlain, offered to enter
into immedlate arrangements for utilizing Jewlsh manpower and resources for the war
efforts In particuler, it was proposed to ralse forthwith a Jewlgh Division to be
rocruited in Palostine and clsowhero for eervico with the British Forces wherever
roquired, That offer was not accepted, but more than 30,000 Joews from Palestine,
wrder the auspices of the Jewish Agoney, have novortheless volunteored for service
and are today fighting in varicus units of the British Amy. On the battlefields
of the Mlddle Bast from Byria to Tunle, they have made & splendid contribution. The
congolidetion of at leesst a portion of these Jewlsh units into & Jewish Brigade,
though late in the doy, 18 & recognition bvoth of thelr finc achievement and of the
Justice of the Jowlish claim to fight under their own flag ageinet the oppressors of
thoir peoples The Jewish Brigado Group will desire sbove all to play ite part in
the invasion of Gormany snd in the rescus of what survives of tho Jewry of Europe.
Jows evorywhere will follow its participation in the presont strugsle with pride and
satisfocticne It is our eernost hope further that the recognition thus mccorded the
Jows 28 & poople in the amies of the United Nations will be & proliminary to Jowish
reprosentation at the Peace Conforence and in the councils of tho nations in all
mattors effecting tho future of Duropcan Jowry end of Peolestine. The Jews wore
gingled out by Hitler for mass extermination. Today they no longer fight es anony-
roue units and they aro entitled also to a volco of their own in metters which will
affect them in the great docisions that are about to bo mado.”

#106 = 9/20/44
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MEMORANDUM
FROM  Mr, Leo R, Sack DATE: September 22, 1944
Py
TO: Dr, Abba Hillel Silver = - :
By
SUBJECT: . —

If Hell ien't paved with good intentions, it certainly is paved
with promises. And that seems to be what we got at the wind-up of the
Congress session, For exsmple;

l, Senator Wagner did not talk to President Boosevelt, I doubt
whether he even made an effort to do so, as he told me on Wednesday even-
ing that he would do. When I saw him again yesterday aftermoon he had not
taliced to the President, apparently he was not going to do so, and appar-
ently he did not think it worthwhile to maike any last mimate effort to get
his Resolution through.

His attitudes is strange, too, because he is very much worried
about his re-slection and yet he, apparently, did not think it worthwhile
to work diligently and effectively to obtain passage of his Resolution in
order to solidify the Jewish vote in his bebalf, Certainly, in my opinion,
he conld have done far more and, aleo, I believe,that he could have been
saccessful bhad he really gone to town,

2, Assistant Secretary of War McCloy did not keep his word to
Senator Taft insofar as I can asgertain, If you will recall, Senator Taft
told you, as well as me, that Mr., McCloy bad assured him that he would
£ive him an answer no later than Thureday morning as to whether the War
Department stlill objected to passage of the Wagner-Taft Resolution,

Mr, Taft returned to Cincinmnati after dinner on Wednesday evening.
On Thursday morning I made inquiry from Mr, Martin, his secretary, and was
advised that no word, either by mail or telephone, had been received from
McCloye During the day nothing further was heard, and even up to this morn-
ing McCloy bas not communicated with Taft,

As a last minute device, I tried on yesterday afternoon to get
word from McCloy by having Martin telephone him in the Senator's name. But
the buck was passed at McCloy's office. Martin was given an excuse but no
information,

3. Congressman Bloom bhad no intention, &pparently, of maling a
last mimate effort because he went up to New York several days ago. Crawford,
his secretary, told me, however, that Mr. Bloom had commmicated with Drs.
Wise and Silver, and he sugzested that perhaps Mr. Bloom would tell me of
thie late development when he returned to Washington next week. Later,
Crawford corrected himeself to say that the commmication was with Dr. Wise.
Ee did not tell me the nature of the commmication. He regarded it as
Mgtrictly confidential®,

Perhaps you have been advised of the nature of the communication,
I do know that when I talked with Sol last he was mulling over the idea of
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returning the Hungarian Jews to Hungary, the Polish Jewe to Poland, the German
Jews %o Germany, and so on, &s a means of solving the problem. This, I
gathered, was one of the bright State Department ideas, too,

No purpose can be served by thinking ocut loud at this time, I have
the definite impression, however, that bad the boat not been rocked during the
last month, and had all of us been permitted to work intelligently and in an
orderly manner, we might have persuaded some timld souls to really exert theme
selves and earn the right to capitalisze on the Jewish vote becanse of their
alleged contributions to Palestine, When I see you I will think out loud,

In the meanwhile, I am quite a bit concerned because of certain pow
litical developments. We are actually face to face with a condition where,
apparently, the Democrats fesl that they need not beatir themselves in our
behalf because they have the entire Jewish vote anyhow, while the Republicans
feel, "Woat the Hell's the use, the Jews are all going to vote for Roosevelt
anyhow",

Thus the Democrats feel that nothing more than lip service is
needed for us while the Republicans are discouraged from giving us more than
lip service.

I do feel timkm, that if Mr, Wagner had taken the intelligent interest
in our cause that Mr, Taft has taken, we would be further along, It is oan the
general aspects of this subject that I hope 1 can talk to you soon after Yom
Kippur, Certainly, as the matter now stands, we have everything to lose and
nothing to gain, In the meantime, it becomes increasingly disgusting to hear
how mach the White House has done for our people,

Very ._ilinncrola-

L

Lso R, Back

LES:sbr



Septenber 26, 1944.

The President
The white House

weshington, D. C.
Dear Mr. President:

Six months have passed since we were privileged
to meet with you to discuss the future of Falestine
and the settlement there of hundreds of thousands of
homeless Jewlish refugees. At that tim anthorised
us to say on your behalf that "when future declsions
are reached, full justice will be done to those who
seek a Jewish National Home."

E

In the meantime events have moved fast
the liberating forces of the Uni

froem
dominetion. The problem of wvhat is to be done wi
the surviving Jews in these and in other areas about
to be freed is a metter of immediate moment. The
intergovernmental bodles concerned eres formulating

" o

first refuge. bBut many of the refugees desire above
8ll to rebuild their shettered lives in Palestine.

This opportunity is being denied them and ection is
being taken which later will be irreparable.

The problem is becoming more acute with every
day that passes and it would asppear to be of immediate
urgency that steps be taken to deal with a situation
that is csusing widespread disquiet. As heasds of the
combined Zionist organiszations in thie country it is
our earnest request that you accord us the earliest
opportunity of meeting with you in order to submit to
you our views on this and on relsted matters.

Yours faithfally,

Abba Hillel Silver

Stephen 5. Wise
Co—Chsirmen
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28th September, 1944.

Dr. Abba Hillel S8ilver,
The Temple,

Ansel Road and E. 105th,
CLEVELAND, Ohioc.

My dear Dr. Silver,

I am most grateful to you for your letter of the 19th, though
I confess that it causes me considerable pain. Not because of what you
say, but because it makes me feel my own responsibility for having helped
to take you out of your beautiful Temple, and away from the guiet life
you were leading in a devoted community, anmd to inject you inteo the mael-
strom of American Zionist politiecs. I also feel that some of your com-

plaints are justified, and it is a matter for regret that they should be
so, especiglly in these most difficult and eritical times.

You rightly wish to be kept more fully informed of develop-
ments on any important subjects, and as promptly as possible. There are
technical reasons - to which I will refer later - as well as reasons of
substance for owr lack of communicativeness. The main reason is that
there has been nothing definite to communicate. Y Officially, there is
no change in the situation. We hear, of course, many rumours - some
favourable, but most unfavourable. But there is nothing that can be
called definite, nothing indicating action or decision.

For instance, we heard - I emphasise that all this is rumour

and nothing more = that a project for Raﬁ_:};t_i&_:i._p_g_bﬂsi_heen worked out, which
50 eople consider o 0e rather on the "generous" side; I gather it
WM& Peel project 1 Negev, plus Akaba. Our op~
ponents the kiddle Bast and in ﬁﬁ—mwﬁﬁmmh too
much , argued that such a projecs, if implemented, would produce tur-
moil throughout . @ Bast. BSo everybody has men trying to whittle

it down. We hear all sorts of suggestions. One which seems to enjoy
powerful support amomnts to something like the Woodhead "C" proposal -

a strip of territory on the coast from north of Gaza to Zichron: without,
therefore, the Emek, without CGalilee, without Haifa, and so on. Of course
it is not for a moment to be contemplated.

I repeat that nothing is certain; mnothing is decided. But

\*.I do feel that our friends' hands have to be very much strengthened, so

as



)Cﬁ s to enable them to overcome the cpposition. And that can be dome only

y your chiefs taking a definite and firm stand on the matter. I think
the Fresident and our Prime Minister can carry it through together, and as
long as things remain on their level it will be all right. The danger be-
gins when they descend to the level of those - in the liddle Zast and in
Palestine itself - who want to destroy the Jewish National Home. I have
receatedly warned Smuts, and also Winant, about it. But you must now, at
this critical moment, see that our friends are well informed, and that the
President has this matter before him. We are preparing a memorandum on
the subject, which deals with the question of why partition is not desir-
able, but of course I do not know whether we shall prevail. But if the
partition is such as to produce a Jewigh State which is not, and caunot be,
}{){"tighlﬂﬂ*_that would b t-class disaster whichmust at all costs be
avoideds You and Wise and all our friends must therefore be constantly
on the watch to see that it does not happen. I have no wish to be an alar-
mist; I repeat that nothing is decided; but I certainly fear that our
enemies are trying their utmost to bring about a decision utterly unaccep-
table to us.

Now that the Prime Linister has returned I shall attempt to see
him before leaving for Palestine. I am not at all sure that I shall succeed,
but it is my duty to try. I am seeing other members of the Govermment,
too, but whether they will tell me anything I naturally do not kmow. If
I do hear, then you will know at once.”

The technical difficulty is, of course, the method of communica-
tion. We enjoy no diplomatic privileges in these matters, and have to
submit to the ordinary rules of censorship. Although there is never in
our correspondence anything that could conceivably be construed as inimi-
cal to the Allied cause, with which we are completely identified, still
there is always the possibility of saying something which some particu-
lar censor may dislike. That does not make for easy writing, &/I',ﬂ may

help
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help to explain why we have not kept in closer touch with you,
as we should have wished to do.

v Both Mrs. Weizmann and myself expect to leave for Palestine
at the end of October, and before we go, I am naturally anxious
tc know what we have to hope - or fear. I think it is essential
that you should make contact with genthau, and perhaps show
him some extmotrﬁ-ﬁ%mm%hiﬁhﬁg to write to him
myselfs It was most unfortunate that I was laid up and could not
gee him while he was here. I am looking forward to the arrival

of Hamilton Fish Armstrong, who is to join Winant here as second-
in-command . He is, as you lmow, an old friend. X

Cnce more I wish you and yours & happy New Year. May it
see all our complications and perplexities fade away in the light
of new and greater events which I believe to be approaching. Let
us hope those events may bring some relief and comfort te our own
people, as well as to the world at large.

As ever,

Yours —



Y RECEIVED: SEPTEMBER 28,1944

FAZ1S W1081/X LONDON 88 17 1429

NLT NAHUM GOLDMANN
342 MADISON AVENUE

DISTRESSED BO REACTION MY 1/9 also sent you oral message cable
WHETHER RECEIVED STOP ACTION ON MY STATEMENT MOST URGENT
PRESENT STAGE YOUR END STOP MOBILISE ALL PRESSURE ON
DEPARTMENT AND LAVAN CABLE gTOP YOUR 8/9 DELAYED MEANWHILE
CABLED JERUSALEM URGING ACCEPTANCE SUGCESTION CONTAINED YOUR
LIPEIIPE CABLE MYSELF EXPECTING RETURN JERUSBALEM EARLY OCTOBER
WEIZMANN HOPES FLY MIDOCTOBER STOP SUGGEST YOU DONT LEAVE
WITHOUT EXHAUSTING ALL POSSIBLE RRR POSSIBILITIES REGARDING
SUBJECT MY STATEMENT gTOP TIME FACTOR vOU END MOST VITAL

MOSHE SHERTOK

ec. Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver, Mr. Lourie, Mr, Lipsky
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¥I? RAEBI ABzA HILLEL SILVER
=47 MADISON AVEWUE NEW YORK

LEZARMED WITE DESP RIGRET YOUR RESIGNATION FROM CHAIRMANSHIP ENERGENCY COUNCIL SIOP
ENTREAT YOU CONTINUE IN OFFICE UNTIL WE CAN JOINTLY CLEAR UP CONTROVERSIAL MATTERS
AYD SETTLE THEM ‘.B'I. JPTUAL TNDERSTANDING STOP WE SHALL D0 UTMOST EXPEDITE SEITLEMENT

SToP
'\4263 PAGE 2 RABEI ¥EW TYORK -

. INCONCEIVABLE TBAT AT THIS MOST GRITICAL MOMENT OUR MOVEUEWI SHOULD 10SE YOUR

COCFERATION AND ZEAL STOP  PLEASE CABLE AT ONCE STOP HEARTIEST GOOD WISHES

FOR HEW YEAR
DAVID GENGURION



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMEROENOY OOUNOIL
342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, M. Y.

DAVID BERGURION
JEWISH AGENCY

WARMLY APPRECIATE YOUR CABLE STOP COUNCIL MET THURSDAY RESOLVED
UNANDIOUSLY FIRST ALL APPRDAGHES GOVERIDIENT HERE RELATING OUR
PROGRAM POLITICAL ACTIVITISS BE UMDERPAKEN ONLY WITH PRIOR APPROVAL
COUNOIL EXEOUTIVE COMMITTEE SHECONDLY VIEW IMPLEMENTING ABOVE
BECVERN MEETINOS SXECUTIVE COMIITTER WISE MYSELF GOLDMANN AND
LIPSKY WILL CONSULY RECARDING RMERGENOY MATPERS UNDERSRMINED
PREVIOUSLY ST0P  GOLDMANN ASSIWPED FORNGOING ST0P UMANTMOUS
DESIRE BUERGANCY OOUNCIL FUTURE JEWISH AGRICY CORRESPONDENCE
EELATING T0 COUBOIL'S WORK REZ SHfP DIRECTLY 20 -FSRNMNNE COUNCIL
STOP IF THIS ARRANGROINT IOYALLY INPLEMSWPED HOPREFUL AWID FOR
FUTURE DANGER HARM ARISING UNRZLATED ACTIVITIES TWO BURBAUS

STOP LEPTER FOLIOWS BEST WISHES FOR NEW YSAR.

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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NLT RABBI ABEA HILLEL SILVER CARE ZIONIST DMERGENCY COMMITTES
242 MADISON AVEZ NEW YORKL CITY

DEEPLY CONCERNED DISTURBED AT DIFFICULTIES WHICH HAVE ARISEN

CAUSING YOU CONTEMPLATE RESIGNATION COCHATRUANSHIP EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE STOP  SVCH STEP AT ANY TIME WOULD CAUSE ME GRAVE DISTRESS
BUT WE CERTAINLY CANIOT AFFORD INTERNAL CONFLICTS AT PRESENT JUNCTURE
STQP HDMHEIITH?RDBM B0TH HERE AND JZHTCALE WOULD BEG YOU
DEFER RESIGNATION OR ANWY OTHER ACTICN PENDING RESULTS OUR DELIBERATIONS
OF WHICH SHALL INFCHEM YOU SHORTLY STOP BEST WISHES NEW YZAR TO YOU
AND ALL FRIZNDS

CHAIM WEI QAN
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TARMLY APFRECIATS YOUR CABLE STOF COUNCIL M2® SEPT. 14 RESOLVED
UNANINOUSLY FIRS? ALL APPROACHES QOVERN{EN? HERA RELATING OUR
PROORAM POLITICAL ACTIVITIRS B UNDERPARSN OMLY WITH PRIOR APPROVAL
COUNCIL RXSCUPIVE COMMITPER SSCONDLY VIHW IMPLEMENTING ABOVE
BETWEEN MEATINGS EXIOUTIVE COMMITTER WISH MYSNLF QOLIMANN AND
LIPSKY WILL QONSUL? REGARDING BINROZNCY MATPERS UNDSPZRMINAD
PREVIOUSLY STOP GOLIMANN ASSENTED FOREGOING STOP UNANIMOUS
DESIRE WMERGRNCY COUNOIL FUTURZ JEWISH AGRNCY CORESPORDROE
RELATING 90 COUNGIL'S WORK 33 SANY DIRZCTLY %0 COUNCIL STOP

IF THIS ARRANORMENT LOYALLY IMPLAMENTAD HOPRFUL AVOID FOR
FUTURS DANGER HAMM ARISING UNRELATID AOTIVITISS TWO BURBAUS S20P
LETTER FOLLOWS B2ST WISHES FOR NAW YHAR.

ABBA SILVER



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

October 4, 1944

Dezr Dr. Wise,

Thank you for your letter of the 29th. I
shall be deliphted to see you and Dr. Silver when
the Dumbarton Oaks' Sessions have been concluded,
at which time I will be interested to hear of the
outcome of your discussion with the President
relative to the matter in which you are so inter-
ested,

I greatly appreciate your understanding of
my present situation.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Stephen S. Wise

40 West 68 Street
New York 23, N. Y.
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342 Madison Avenue *» New York 17, N. Y. = MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE EELEASE

New York —— More than 400 members of the United States Senate and House of Hepre-
sentatives «— 77% of the 78th Congress - have gone on record in support of Jewish
aspirations in Palostine, it was disclosed today by Ir, Abba Hillel Silver,
Executive Bum.i;:-tﬂﬂ Chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council, who made
public the results of a poll of Congressional opinion taken by the Council.

Dr. Silver revealed that out of a totel of 3850 statements by members of
Congress which the Council was amthorized to include in its book, "America and
Palestine,” only 18 arc opposed to immediate action on the Polestine questicn.
Eight of these, however; approve Zionist simss  Sixteén additional endorscmente
of the Zionlst program, not included in the book, bring the number of Senators
end Representatives who hove gone on record in favor of o Jewlish Palestine %o 401,
Dr. Silver pointed out.

An anelysis of the 3056 statements published by the Council indiecntes that
support of the Zioniet program is bi-partisan. The book contains statements by
77 Senators, Of this number, 49 are Democrats, 27 are Republicans, and 1 is
Progressive, Of the 318 Representatives whos declarations appear in the volume,
156 are Democrats, 159 are Republicans, 2 are Progressives and 1 is American
Labor Party.

On the basis of this expression and the strong pro-Palestine planks
ndopted by tho Hepublican and Democratic parties at thelr national conventions,
Dr. Silver called for positive action by the nntional Administration to help
liquidate the British White Papor of 1939, open the docrs of Palestine to Jewish
mass immigration md the development of that country rns o free and demoeratic
Jewish Commonwealth.

TAmericn and Palestine® 1s a 500-poge velume which reccrds the sympathetic

(more)
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position of Congress and which documents the traditional American policy of
friendship for the Zionist program from World War I to the pregent day. The bock,
which was made public by Dr, Silver today, has been published by the Council,
which is leading the fight agalnst the Britich White Paper and for the re-
establishment of Palestine as a Jewlsh Commonweal th,

These objectives are embodied in the Wagner-Taft and Wright—Compton
resolutions which have been pending in Congress since their introduction last
February. JAction on these resolutions was deferred in the spring at the requeost
of the military suthorities,

Dr. Silver declared today that in view of the pro-Zionist planks included
in the Reyublican and Democratic platforms, and in wiew of the statements by the
Congresemen, "there can be no doxdt that the resoluticns pending in Congress will
pass overwvhelmingly when the proper time comes —- and that time is mot far off,"
Dr. Bilver pointed cut that Mthe militery situstion has changed redically since
the spring, The wor has moved away, not only from the Near Emst, tut nlmost from
the whole Mediterranean basin,"

"Certainly," he added, "these magnificent utterances by Americnn stateemen
and political lcenders, and President Rooseveltle nctable declaration of March 9th
that tfull justice will be done to those whe geek o Jowieh National Heme,? are
eloguent pronf that the naticn favors early acticn to gpeed fulfillment of Jewish
hopes in Palestine, They constitute & clear mandate to the Government to act
positively and decieively in a natter which affects the future cf an entire
people, The tire for such u.ctian‘ is now, "

The recngnition of the independence ¢f Syria and Lebancn, Dr, Sllver
pointed cut, did nct wait for the end of the war, "Decisions vitally affecting
the future of the Near East ar< being made now, but ncthing cf importance has

been done ae yot regarding the problems ¢ f Buropean Jewry and the problemcf
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Palestine, which are intimately related., Of the 75,000 certificatus authorized
under the White Paper, all but 10,000 have been exhausted. The number of houe-
loss and stateless Jewish refugees in recently liberated countries who are sgor
to go to Palegtine exceeds by far the 10,000 wmsed permits, and these are veing
doled out in driblets. The problem is becoming more acute dalily as the Allied
drmies advance, It cannot wait," he added.

"America and Palostine" includes all official pronouncements on the Palos~
tine question by the Executdve and Iegislatlve brenches of the American Govern-
ment up ‘Yo and including the present Administration. It also contains the texts
of resolutions conderming the White Paper pollcy and urging support for a Jewich
Palectine which huve been passed by the legislatures of nineteen states, comprising
approximately 60% of the country's population, These states are Alabama, Celif-
ornia, Colorado, Comnecticut, Florids, Georgia, Illincis, Loulelena, Maryland,
Mnssaclmsetts, Missourl, New Jersey, Nuw York, Fennsylvania, Rhode Island, South
Carolinn, Texas, Virginia and Washington,

The following statements are typlcal of those npoearing in the volume

Senntor Owen Brewster (R, Mo.) — " ,., The complete unanimity of support
for the Coolldg. Convention of 1924 between the United States and Grent Britaln
covering the gusrantees made by Oreat Britain to the United States concerning
a Jewish Nationnl Home in Pnlestine indlenteés gonornl recognition of the sound-
ness of thu Zlonlet progrom, ... Two powerful and impelling motives combine
to encourage American support for a Jewish Hationrl Home in Prlestine — first,
as & hoven for persecuted Jews from other parts of the world, and second, as

a valusble ssset in the development of American foreign policy.!

(more)
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Senater Harry F, Byrd (D., Va.) — "I wish to express my interest in
the movement to establish Palestine as a permanent homeland for the Jews, In
theses years of unprecedented tragedy, the untold hardship and suffering ef
Forapean Jewry, it is fitting, I think, that Jewigh imunlgration be allowed te
eontinue intc Palestine, where the Jews may live as free men, with the right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happlness. I am heartily in faver of this meve-
ment and shall suppert all proper measures toward the development of Palestine
as a Jewish National Homeland,"

Senator Arthur H, Vandenberg (R., Miech,) — "There can be no doubt in
anybody!s mind regarding my attitude toward the Jewish Mationanl Home in Pales-
tine, I have long been asscciated with the organizations supporting this great
cbjective. I continmue toc belleve that the Jewish WNationsl Home represents one
of the greatest of nll major ideals in internntional justice and humanity. BRe-
gardless of race, religion or oreed it cannot fail to alaim the fidelity of
those who love their fellow-men and who pray for peace with justice in this war-
torn world,®

Senator Olnude Pepper (D., Fla,) ~~ "We are learning through hard and
bitter experiense that peace is indivisible. We are learning another lesson as
wall, that so long as freedom is imperiled-in any one part of the globe, it is
threatened everywhere, To this we rmst now add the proposition that national
gsecurity, which is the loglecal ocutgrowth and blessing of peace nnd freedom is
indivieible as well, So long as any group anywhere in the world suffers from
the innbility to fulfill its destiny in nationhood, so long shall peaseful and
free nationhood be threatened everywhere, The Jewish people have earned the
right to peaceful and free nationhcod, They cannot be stopped from attnining
it "

(more)
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Representative Joseph W, Martin, Jr, {Hnﬁna Minority Leader) -~ "Plain
J_u.atina should prompt us to keep faith with the Jewlsh people and permit the
building of a Jewish homelnnd :';n Palestine, Following the war the Jewish people
mmist find a haven where they ocan have happlness and ssourity. Unquestionably
Pnlestine will be the one place capable of nbgorbing lerge numbers, Pnlestine
through yeurs of preparantion hns been made rendy for the emergency whish novw ex-
ists., It would be unfortunate if the grent humnnitarian movement whiech prompted
its birth should be interrupted, We must not sllow it to happen,'

Representntive John W, Melormanck (House Majority Leader) —— "Indeed, if
ever there was n need for a Nationnl Home for the Jewish people, it is now when
tens of thousands of helpless men, women and ehildren are trying to esoaps with
their lives from the diesbolienl mnseacre nt Hitler's foul hands. Their entire
hope is centered on Pnlestine -- the land pledged to them as their National Home,
I should like to reiterate the sonvietiong which I have entertained for a long
time that the problem of Jewish homelessness can mever be solved right unless a
place of equality and dignity is granted to the Jewish people through the re-
constitution of Pnlestine as a free and democrntic Jewish Commonwenlth, ..,"

Representative Olare Boothe Luoe (Ray Oonn,) =- ",,, There is o land
which historically belongs to the Jews, but wne lost to the military power of
more ageressive nntione, Now the Jews are scattered nll over the world, their
families broken by the war, their spirits erushed by Hozl brutnlity. A4lone they
do not have the strength to regnin whnt is rightfully theirs, They must have
the nctive help of those who, even though they have never experlenced homeless~
ness, con at lenst understand, from the lesson of their forefathers, the ocommend-
able degire for independenss and freedom under a mational flag, It 1s hoped
that this year, which begins so darkly for the Jews, will end with the first
$nngible hope that these unfortunate people have known for eenturles, It ies to
be hoped that the splendid example of fortitude which the Jews have set in thie

(inore)
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last decade of incredible suffering will win them not Just sympathizers —- but
supporters —— men who will stand at their side in the struggle to attein that
one thing so oherished by all wnnkind —— a home,"

Representotive George E, Outland (D,, Calif,) —= "I% is peculiarly
fitting that Palestine Jewry should today be in a position to offer safety to
persecuted Jews in Burcpe., It was in order to solve the millennial problems of
Jewish bomelessnesp that the nations of the world determined to re-estnablish o
Hationnl Home for thd Jews in thelr ancient sountry, Palestine, The purpose of
the Palestine Mandate is still far from achieved, In the over-all aggregate of
Jewe admitted from Hitler-dominnted Burope, little Palestine still stands ahead
of our own eountry. ,..One camnot but féel ite relation to thnt other great
historis task which we cnoe before undertock, and whish we must at this moment
renffirm -~ that of ennbling the Jewish people 0 resume n normnl yrocess of

living in n land of its owm,¥

#110 « 10/12/44



MEMORANDUM OF A MEETING EHETWEHH RABBI Slim. IR, GOLIMANN, ME, WBISGAL,
MR, MONTOR AT THE DORCHESTER HOUGE, WASHINGTON, D. C. ON OOTOEER 12, 1943

Dr, Silver reviewed the eituation leading up to the establiehment .
of the Jewlah Agency office here under the direction of Kessrs. Goldmann
end Lipeky, stating that if DIr, Welzmann had been permitted to go through
with hig program of establishing & Politidal Committes, such an office
would probably not be necessary, HNow that the Emergency Council has been
reorganized, the loglcal thing would be to dissolve the office and merge
all activities into one, Since, however, loglc doee not alwaye obtaln in
guch matters, it was necessary to define the aress of suthority as well as
of cooperation, It was Dr, Silver's cpinion that the suthorlty of the Em-
ergency Council should be established beyond any question over and ghbove
any other authority in this country; that it was necessary in political
work for someone to be able to say “"yes* or "mo" st a given moment and
that du‘.l:'l‘.l.un to stand,

Farthermore, Dr, Silver felt thore was a great desl of duplica-
tion of effort militating against the effectiveness of ocur political work
in Washington. Dr, Silver also dsprecated the fact that Dr. Goldmann was
engaged, in Washington, on matters relating to the World Jewlsh Congress
and that these ectivities eaused confusion in the minde ef many pecple as
to what he actually represented., Eis desire waa net to restrict Dr,
Goldmann's activities but, on the contrary, to extend them and to use his
great talents to the maximom, But these telents should be concentrated
in one field, nsmely, the Zioniet field,

Ir, Goldmson felt that the review of the situation leading up to
the establisiment af the Jewish Agency was not exactly in accordanse with
the facts; that as a matter of fact, the Execative had made repeated at-
tempts to establigh such an office in the United States some time ago first
by Mr, Ben Gurion and then by Dr, Welztmann and that the establishment of
such an office was not invelved in the difficulties of the Emergency Com-
mittee but rather with Jernealem, Even if the reorganization of the Emer-
genoy Committee had telken place gt the time when Dr, Welzmenn wae deeirous
of putting it into effect, the office of the Agency would =till be estab-
lighed just as the Agency had offices in Paris, Germany and other parts of
the world before the war, The political work he stated was the prerogative
of the Jewlsh Agency end it could not delegate that amthority to any other
body. However, he, like Ir, Silver, was of the opinion that the work met
be co-ordinated and correlated. But while aes a matter of primeiple, he
(Dr. Goldmann) would be reluctent to pess judgment on the muestion as to
the division of authority between the Exscutive and the Emergency Comrmittee,
he felt that there was no need, at this time, to draw such a line of dis-
tinction bLetween thes two, 2ince it was generally azreed that the palicy of
the Emergency Committee snd the Exscutive were in all respects identical,
Therefore, he counselled, that the question of principle be held in abeyance
and that a practical working arrangement be formilated for the purpose of
close cooperation and cocrdination of activities,

With regard to the World Jewlsh Congrees, Dr. Goldmann stated that
he does not represent the World Jewish Congress in Washington; as a matier
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of fact that work is being handled by James Wisa, Only on rare coccasions
does he eppear tozether with Dy, Wise, This refers especially to the ques-
tlon of rescue with which the Jewlsh Agency in Palestine is dealing permanently,

Mr, Weiszel recelled the fact that whereas the Emergency Committee
gtarted out es en arm of the Jewish Agency, today it is no longer that arm bp-
ceuse of the decision that wes teken e year ago %o transform the Emergency
Committee into & purely American body. He felt that there was no question of
principle involved and that if Dr. Silver were to reflect on the situation he,
too, would mot counsel a clear definition &s to the anthority of the Exscutive
in the matter of politicel activities, and proceed on a working errsngement that
would be satiefactory to &l)l perties concermed, Like Dr, Silver, he felt that
there meat be cooperation end centralisation of authority and no one, not even
the members of the Executive, should gquestion his authority in matters pertein-
ing to the American scene of action,

In this connection, it was further recslled, that some time ago en
sgresment had been worked out between the Jewish Agency and the Emergency Corm-
mittee and that that agreement definitely envisaged a situation similar to the
one which Dr, Silver had raised,

After further discussion, it was finally agreed

1) That 21l sppointmente in Washington, whether for the Jewlsh Agency
or for the Emergency Committee, should be made through ome central source;

that each should kesp the other comstantly informed of their respective activi-
tien.

2) Thet no representative of government in Washington de contacted by
the Emergency Council or the Jewish Agency without one or the other being pre-
viously apprised of the specific activity undertaken,

3) That in the field of public relations, legislative bodies, Congress,
Senate, etc,, that 4t was entirely 4n the province of the Emergency Council to
initiate and contact,

4) That for political negotiations with officiale in the State' Depart-
ment, ‘it should be done jointly by the Emersency Council and the Azency, not
nécassarily always together, but in consultation with each other,

5) That so far as other governments, legations, etc., including Latin
Anericen countries, that was entirely within the province of the Jewish Asency,

6) It was also agreed that the officers of the Emergency Council and
the representatives of the Jewlsh Agency meet informally every two weeks in or-

der to plan activities in Washingtan,
M. . W,

uf
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The war is ap roaching its end, and the Jewish problem in its post-war
saetting calls for immediate consideration. Of the six million EBuropean Jews outside
the USSR and the British Isles, probably not more than one—end-a half million are
alive to-day, and not all yet safe. The Jews in Soviet territory under German occupztion
have probably lost another million. Even in this war, no other people in proportion
to their mumbers have suffered such losses, accompanied by such horrors.
2. Allied victories are bringing immediate security to the survivors. But the
root of the tragedy is the inherent weakmess of the position of the Jews as a homeless
people. As long as that endures, Hitler's solution of the Jewish problem by
extermination will continue to haunt mankind, as a nightmere to some, as a temptation
to others., 7To offer to the surviving European Jews, deported and broken, § return
to the "status guo ante™, propped up by philanthropic palliatives and paper guarantees,
is morally unthinkable. For the large mass, true rehabilitation can only be achieved
by & fresh start in new surroundings...Moreover, the problem is notmerely one of
finding homes for refugees; it is one of fipding a country for a people. The solution
must be constructive and permanent, It involves not only the fate of the remnants
of Europsan Jewry; the curse of homelessness must be 1ifted from the entire rade.
3. "Some place must be found." Tropical or sub-arctic regions, such as Guiana,
Madagssear, or Alaska -— to mention some recent suzsestions - can hardly be seriously
considered. The colonisation attempt mede in San Domingo has proved & fiasco. Even
under the more favourable climatic and economic conditions of Argentina, Southern
Russia, and Biro-Bidjen, experience has shown that where the national idea and
tradition are inoperative, Jewish settlement cannot develop on a large scale for lack
of driving power. An inspiretion of high intensity is npeeded to transform a people
of tovm—dwellers inte ssriculturists, middle-men into menusl workers.
4. 1he renaissance of the Jewish nation is bound up with Palestine. The

choice made by destiny cannot be undone. Palestine is the Jewish people's

birthplace, and it gave birth to no other. It owes its place in history to the Jews,



apd to no other people. The Jews as a people, and Palastine as a country, ceased

to be truly creative when the bond between them was severed. But the hope of renewing
that bond has kept the Jewish people alive, and meantime, Palestine remsined desolate.
The Jews have never ceased to pray for their return to Palestine. The urge to go

back has been continuous, and in every generation practical efforts were made to
return. Zionism is & final and determined bid for achievement.

5. The British people have always been conscious of the imique connection of

the Jews with Palestine. From that consciousneas the Balfour Declaration was born.
But vission and statesmunship have not been translated into administrative practice.
Jewish endeavour has received scant encoursgement. Official policy hzs been far

more alive to the difficulties of implementing the Mandate than to its creatiwve

aim. Step by step the original conception has been whittled down until a complete
negation of the primary purpose of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate was

reached in the White Paper of 1938. N But Jewish work h:us attained a stage of
devebpment which precludies Palestine from becomingan Arab country.

6. If the war had found two million Jews in Palestine instead of half-a-milliom,
the task of the Allies in the Middle East would have been greatly eased, ani the position
of the Jewlish people would have besn totally d fferent. But even the half-million
proved their wvalue, both to their pecple and to the Allies. Palestine has received
tens of thousands of Jewish refugses, and were it not for the paralysing effect

of the White Paper poliecy, the dimensions of rescue would have been far greater.

A1l resources of Palestinian Jewry, ik in man-power, productive capacity, and scientific
knowledge, were harnessed to the war effort. Palestinian Jewish units served with

the British Forces in Palestine; France, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Egypt, Greece, Crete,
oyria, Libys, and Italy. Civilian volunteers risked and laid down their lives in
hazardous pars-military operations under British command. Palestine provided a sourca

of information, unigue in the Middle East, on the industrial, teechnical and seiantifie



position in enemy countries. Jewlsh teechniclans and artisans mere mobilised to
perform urgent war tasks in all the neighboring countries. This war effort would
have been far more fruitful had it not been cramped and thwarted by the present negative
poliecy.

T The Jewish Agency appeals to H.M. Government to inaugurate a new era for
Palestine and the Jewish peopls by drawing the logical conclusion from the Salfour
Decleration as originally conceived. At this junetire they regard as imperative

a decision designating Palestine as & Jewish Commonwealth —— a country where the
Jewish people shall be free to work out its salvation by large-scale settlement and
by the schievement of full nstionhood.

8. The Jewish Agency is fully aware of the diffimtr with which this policy is
fraught on account of Arab oppositiom. But if Arab consent is to be a2 pre-condition
of any politicul settlement, hope uwust be given up of justice to the Jewish people.
The Arabs demand that the Jews should be mede & permanent minority in an arab
Palestinian State, which should become one in a cluster of Arab States. The Jews
ask that & Jewish State be established with Palestine West of the Jordan for its
territory, and hope that this State, while maintaining friendly relations with a1l
its neighbours,my be orgamically comnected with the Sritish Commomweulth of* Nations.
The Arab prosrumme would deny to the Jews a place .mong the nztions, which they ecan
only obtain through Palestine. The Jewish programme would have no sueh effect on
the Arabs, who are alresady posaessed of wany btataﬁ wit.h enormous umiﬂvuluuad

e Cs n Greater Germs oy : . 3 Pa]_ga-
potentinlities. A Jﬂish ninority in an Arab Palast.:lna ,t'd.ll nutmernlr have m:; it -

every gusrantee of equalify of rifhts, religious freedom, autonomy in cultural and
municipal affairs, anda full share in the benefits of development; the fact that
Palestine is surrounded by Arab countries will add to their security. In view of

what Breat Britain and her Allies have r.ir.;na, outside Palestine, since 1914, to oromote
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and protect Arab nationhood and independence, Arab objections tov the Jews being

given full national status in their ancient homeland lack moral wvalidity. The
movement towards Arab unity is en additional reasom why Jewish effort in Palestine
should once and for all be established on a firm territorisl and political basis.

8. Some who have come to recognise tiat the Jews ought to have ther State,

think that this could best be achieved by partitioning Palestine between Jews and
Arabs. The Jewish Agency would wiew with deep apprehension an attempt to revive the
partition idea. In 18587, a major consideration waus <the impending war. Now the most
must be made of the potentialities of Palestine for immediate large-scale immigrationm.
Palestine is slready & twice-partitioned country, as compared with what it was at

the time of the Balfour Declaration. Its further dismemberment is liable to be fatal
to the viability of the Jewish State. A proper land basis i3 vital to Jewish
development. This entails the promotion of intensive farming throughout Palestine,
and access for Jews to undeveloped areas scattered all over the country. #Hith the

sea in the West, the Jorddn awnd the Power and Pobash conceassions in the East, the
chief water-reseurces in the Horth, and the main land<reserve in the South, any
partition scheme seems bound to disrupt the country's economic frame, and wreck the
chances of lagge-scale developuent.

10. In facing Arab opposition, the decisive element is time. Once Palestine has
bacome a Jewish State, its existence would be accepted as an accomplished fact, just
as the present Jewish populztion is accepted, though in the past there was strong
opposition, accompanied by vioclence, to the increase of Jews even up to the present
number. The prospect for the future is by no means one of perpetual strife and
unsettled conditions, but of &n ultimate equilibrium and collaboration. It is

both the desire and the interest of the Jews to live in peuce with thelr neighbours,
and develop close intercourse with them. Even now, Palestine can render impertant

services, industrial and scientific, to the neighbouring countries, which are

taking & keen interest in these results of Jewish nqu.



\

\ 5.
11. The political programme here set forth required, first and foremost, the
juickest possible ineresase of the Jewish population. Two things are urgent: to
ereate a Jewish majority in Palestine in order to ensure the effective functioning
of the Jewish State, and to rehabilitate the survivors of the European tragedy.
Most, if not all, of these people, certainly the children among them, would anyhow
be & charge on public funds for a considerable time after the cessation of hostilities.
Such funds would be much more profitably spent on their settlement in Palestine.
Apart from the survivors in Europe, the main groups of would-be imml rants are
(i) refugees scattersd taroughout the world who have not been absorbed; (ii) Jews
in those oriental countries where their safety and well-being are in permanent jeopardy;
and (1ii) Jews in English-speaking countries, among whom & movement to settle in
Palestine iz spreeding.
12, For the proper organisstion of this immigration, its control should béfntrustad
to the Jewish Agency. Large funds will be recuired, ani an international loan may
be necescary. Detailed plans of absorption are being grepared by the Jewish Agency,
comprising reclamation works, irrigation schemes, and projects of intensive agri-
cultural and industrial development. The return of the Jews to Palestine has
xex revolutionised their social structure znd the country's economics. Oixty vears
of trial and error, experiement and achievement, is & firm basis on which to build
the edifice of the future. With modern technique and adejuate powers, what has been
achieved so far can be turned into a laver for further and greater progress.
15. The present is a unigque opportunity for righting a historic wrong, and
solving & burning international problem. Millions of Jews throughout thae world
are nos pinning their age-long hope on Allied victory. Its fulfilwent will bring
salvation to the Jewish people, and everlasting credit to Great Britain and her

mj'.ﬂﬂ -
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STATE oF New YoRk
DEPARTMENT OF Law

NATHAMIEL L-GOLDSTEIN ArLRAxy
ATTORNEY GENEMAL

October 17, 1944.

PERSONAL AND
_UNOFFICIAL

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Dr. ESilver:

I was sorry 1 did not get the opportunity to say
goodbye to you last Thursday.

I read the account of the proceedings in Atlantic
City in the New Iork City newspapers with & great deal of in-
terest. We ell feel that you handled the situation admirably
and fairly with a good desl of tact.

The largest end final campaign meeting of the year
in behalf of Governor Dewey is being scheduled for Saturday
evening , November 4th, at Madison Sguare Garden. It is ex-
pected that fully twenty-five or thirty thousand people will
attend and that facilities for & national hookup will be avail-
able. Governor Dewey will be the principal specker and I have
been asked to approuach you and see whether you would not consent
to speak thet evening in behalf of Governor Dewey's candidacy.

I do not know what your inclination or desire is, but
if you do intend to make a public statement in the campaign in
behalf of Governcr Dewey, that would be the most effective forum.

From every indication, the vote in NHew York State will

be close and we are all bending every effort to tip the scales
in our favor.

I trust that you have had & few days rest in Atlantice
City.

With all my best.

Attorney General



Atborney General, State of New York
80 Centre Strset
lﬂ Tn:l'l, Il!'l

My dear Mr. Goldsteins

Thank you so much for your xind letter of October 17. I
enjoyed seeing you in New York greatly, and the meeting with
Governor Dewey was satiafactory. His statement on Palestine
created a tremendous on, a8 you well know, and was acelaimed
everywhare, snd more especially by the delegates who attended the
sessions of the Conventlion of the Zionist Organisation of America.
Iumemmhmmummm:mﬂmuuopm

the Convention last evening.
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As far as mmﬂwnhmm,mmlm,at
course, that aa ve Chairman of the Americen Zionist Emergency
Council, I cannot publicly take sides in & political campaign without
endangering the position of neutrality which our Hovesent must maintain
with reference to the American political scene. 1 took occasion to point
this out in my eddress at the Convention in Atlantie City. "Our cause,”
I stated, "has powerf{ul friends in both political parties. 7e have
succeeded in getting a friendly hearing from both major parties “ecause
of the absolute non-partisan charscter of our Sovement. The Zionist
Movement of America is committed to no political party and to no
poliﬂmluniﬁ.tal.' This sentiment was lowdly applauded by the
delegates. You can therefore readily see the emburrasscent to the
Movement 1f I were at this time to come up publiely in faver of one
cendidate or snother. My ciiticism of Dr. Wise has, thyough the years,
bean just this — that he has identified the Zionist Moveament with one
political party in the United States, and that our Movement has suffered
as a result. I have throughout the year endeavored to destroy this
impresaion which has been created, an| by my actions in going to the
Republican Convention, to Governor Dewey and to other Republican leaders,
have demonstrated that Zionisa is a non-partisan Movement which has
great and loyll friends among Republicans ss among Democr:uts.

I shall be in New York again in & few days and I hope to have
the pleasure of seeing you again. ¥ith all good wishes, I remain

ﬂis:l!l “"*a; 131 n S’ Ttmdm.‘um,
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77 Great Russell Street
W.C.l

18th October, 1944

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
c,-"o 1720 Sixteenth Street N.VW.,
Washington, D,.C,

My desr Ur. Silver,

I was sxtremely glad to hear that you have all come to a satisfactory
arrongement which will leave you able to continue your important work without let or
hindrance. It has, of course, been very diffiecult for me to try and do anything
gt all from this distence towards smoothing your path — the reverse 1= so apt to
happen such things, which is why I have abstained from anything approaching drastic
action, Nevertheless, I am sure you realise thut we were and are all most anxious
that you should remain at your post during these very difficult times. It is a
great relief that you are doing so, and I hope that all will continue to go well.

There is not much news here = except unconfirmed rumours amout purtition. I am,
however, satisfied that there is as yet no definite decision, and it is therefore
with great joy thet I reed yesterday's statement by the President, which is really
the first explicit commitment on the part ofaleading statesman during the war. I
daresay some people here will not like it very much, bit I am certsin that it

: the Prime Minister's hends, It is essential, however, that gresat
vigilance sh exe y BD t we may not be confronted at the last moment

with some offer or decision which it is quite impossible for us to consider.

lesterday I transmitted officially to H.M. Governuent a statement on the policy
which we would like to see implemented after this war:i I send you & copy herewith.
I am sending you amother copy officially, through the Embassy, with a request that
you should hand it over to the Secretary of State, or if you think prefarable, to
the President himself, with whatever covering note you may all think suitable.

I intend going to Palestine «t the end of this month or in the first week of
November, and hope before I leave to see the Prime Minister. Of course the terrorist
acta in Palestine «re the most terrible calamity that could befall us; they are
already doing us incaleculable harm, and w#lll do worse if they contimue. I have been
trying my level best,directly and indirectly, to impress upon the Yishuv that they
have to do everything in their power to stop it. Shertok and Uolomb have just left
here, and should by now be bagck in Palestine; they are thoroughly acquainted with
the situation here and realise the Inevitable consequences should the terrorists'
activities continue. Whether they will succeed in checking them I do not knowj but
at any rate we have to enlist the whole nation in the attempt.

I don't know whether you are keeping in touch with Mr. Morgenthau, to whom I
am also sending a copy of the enclosed document. As you know, he is very helpful
indeed, and I fsel it should be made clear to him that the President and the Prime
Minister can implement the statement, tut that it will require an effort, and may
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lead to some initial trouble. But then that is almost inevitable, whatever course
is taken.

Please convey my warm greetings to Wise, Lipsky and the others.
I remain, as ever

affectionately ycurs,

(Signed) Ch. Weizmann

P.S, I should be so grateful if you would have the
enclosed letters sent on to the addressees. Very
many thanks.

Enclosure.
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
"3 e MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From.

. _//l
MEMORANDUM %

Cheirmen of Locsl Emergency Commnittees Date Qctober 19, 1944

Harry L. Shapiro

The historic ewents of the past week, which augur well for favorable defini-
tive action on the Palestine question, constitute some of the most signifieant
gains we have made since the American Zionist Emergemncy Council, under the
leadership of Dr. Stephen 5. Wise and Dr, fAbba Hillel Silver, began its
program of intensive politieal work on the American scenc,

On October 14, 1944, Dr, Abba Hillel Silwer, Executive Committee Chairman of
the American Ziomist Emerguncy Council, was suthorized by Senator Bobert A.
Tuft to make publie the following letter which Senator Tuft had received from
gecretery of War Henry L. Stimson: .

War Department
Washington, D. C. October 10, 1944

"My dear Senator;

"I refer to your letter of September 12, 1944, regarding S.E.
247, introduced by Senator Wegner and yourself on the subject of
opening the doors of Palestine to the free entry of Jews into that
country.

At the time your resolution was being considered by the
Forelgn Eelations CUommdttee the endorsement of such & propoeal
by the Congress had grave lmplications which would seriouely have
interfered with the progress of the war, In response to your
inquiry I have reviewed the considerations which applied at that
time, I find that there is atill strong feeling on the part of
many officers in my department that the passage of such a resolu-
tion would interfere with our military effort, However, I do fecl
that the military considerationms which led to my previous action
in opposing the passage of this resolution are not as strong a
factor now as they were then.

"In my judgment, political considerations now outwelgh the
military, and the iseae should be determined upon the political
rather than the military basis,"

(Signed) Henry L. Stimson
Sscretary of War
On October 12, 1944, Governor Thomas B, Dewey made the following statement;

U1 heartily indorse the Palestine plank in the Republican
party platform, JAgain I repeat what I previcusly stated to the

2]
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great leader of the Jmerican Zionist movement and distinguished American,
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, that I am for the reconstitution of Palestine

as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth in accordance with the
Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the resolution of the Republican Congress
in 1922, I have also stated to Dr, Silver that in order to give refuge
to millions of distressed Jews driven from their homes by tyramny I
favor the opening of Palestine to their unlimited immlgration and land
ownership,

"The American people have time and again declared themselves in
favor of these principles. The Republican party has at all times been
the traditional friend of the movement.

"As President I would use my best offices to have our government
working together with Great Britain %o achieve this great objective for
a people that have suffered so mach and deserve so much at the hands of
mankind,"

(8igned) Thomas E. Dewey

And on October 15, 1944, the followling declaration by President Franklin Delano
Hoosevelt was trunsnﬂ.tted. to the Convention of the Zionist Qrganimtion of America,
through Senator Hobert F, Wagner:

"Inowing that you are to attend the Forty-Seventh Anmual Convention
of the Zionist Organlzation of Awcrica, I ask you to convey to the dole-
gates assembled my cordial grectings.

"Please express my satisfaction that, in accord with the traditionsl
American policy and in keeping with the spirit of the Four Freedoms, the
Democratic Party at 1ts July Convention this pear included the following
plank in its platform:

Ve favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted
Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a
policy as to result in the establlshment there of
a free and democratic Jewish commonwcalthy!

"Ef forts will be made to find appropriate ways and means of effcctu-
ating this policy as soon as practicable. I know how long and ardently
the Jewish people have worked and prayed for the ostablishment of Pales-
tinc as 2 frue and democratic Jewish commonwealth, I am convinced that
the Amorican peoplc give their support to this aim and if re—elected [
shall help to bring about its realization,”

(Signed) Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Tous, within a matter of days, we cbtained proncuncements which all of us had been
working to secure for many months. The declaration by the President reprcsente the
high~water mark of our activity to date. GSpeaking in the name of the Council,

Dr. Silver hailed this utterance as o "magnificent and historic statement," We
have also receéived definite assurances that action on the Palestine resolutioms
will be resumed next month, just as soon as Congrese re-convenes —- and there is
gvery reason to cxpect that the resolutions will be passed overwhelmingly.
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While I do not doubt that you are alresdy making plans to do so, I would suggest
that the heartening developments noted above should serve to determine the character
of the Balfour Day meetings which some of you are planning for November 2nd.

The keynote of your rally should be: t us have action now le to the imple-
mentation of these meemificent pledges. Our expressions of elation that the Culef
Executive of the United States as well as the Ropublican candidate have spoken 1z
such unmistakable terms should bé Joined by our urging that these utterances shall
be effectuated speedily.

It is very important, too, that letters of commendation go forward immediately to
the authors of these statements, I feel confident that this will bte carried out
in the same effective mamner that has characterized your previous efforts along
these lines.

It should be noted that these great strides forward towards the realization of our
final objective have been schieved as the result of a earcfully planned end
vigorously prosecutcd program of politicel activity and public relations which

the Council launched only a short time ago, A large measurc of credit for these
accomplishments mast go to you for the truly outstanding work you have done in the
local communities, In the past, you have carried out all instructions and all
agsignments with great skill =nd devotion, I have no doubt that you will contime
to serve our emse with undiminished vigor during the coming months, and that we
ghall soon see the completo fulfillment of our aims,

HLS: MBP




October 20, 1944

Hr, Bﬂm Mﬁ _
Anerican Zionist Emergency Council
42 Madison Avenus

Naw York, H. Y.

My dear Mr. Shapiro:

1) I sssume that our volume, "Americg and
Palestine," is being sent to the members of Congress.
It should be sent to their homes, If possible with the
inseription which I suggested. This volume should
reach them some time before th y return to Congress
on November 1l4.

2) I hope that you are aggressively following
through & campaign to get an expression from the candidates
on their position with reforence to the Jewish Commonweslth.
Our community contacts people should be galvanized into
action as they have not yet been.

5) Especislly those difficult uembers of the Foreign
Affairs Committee like Mundt, Vorhees, Bolton, Eatonm,
Wadsworth, ete. should now be properly approached by people
who can impress them. I have already arranged to have a
coumit tee see Mrs. Bolton.

4) You were to let me know about the final
disposition of the Zomdek case.

With all good wishes, I remain

Host cordially yours,

AHAS:BK




ALERICAN JEWISE CONEERENCE
DI CF LIWUTES OF MEETING OF TEE INTERIM COLLOTTEE
Tuesday, October 24, 1944 - Biltmore Hotel, New York City

The meeting opened at 10150 A.i, with Dr, Isrsel Goldetein presiding,
ir. Henry liongky later took the Chair,

Tkose present weresj Dr. Stephen 8, Wise, Rebbl Abba abwans (alternate for

Dr. Bovert Gordis), Meurice Bisgyer, lax Bressler (elternate for Dr, H.J.Ettlinger),
Samuel Caplan, Ravbi William Dragin, Rebbi laurice I, Eisendrath, lrs, loses P,
Epstein, Jene Evens, irs. Ida Cook Ferber (alternate for Mrs, leurice Turner),
Batbi Bimon Federbusch, J. (George Fredman, Daniel Frisch, William Gerber (szlternate
for Julius Livingston), Frank Goldmsn, Mrs. L. Goludb (alternate for lirs, Sammel
Guldstein), lrs, Hugo Hertmann, Dr, James @, Heller, (harles P. Kremer,

Sidney G, Eusworm, Iouis lipsky, Mre, Albvert J. ley (alternate for lirs, Joseph M,
Welt), Mrs, David de Bola Pool, Eerman Z. Quittman (alternate for Barry A, Pine),
Dvoreh Rothbard, e liprris Rothenberg, Bamuel Rothstein, Herman Shulman,

lirs, Herman Shulman (alternate for lrs. Sguuel W, Halprin), Dr. Abba Hillel Bilver,
Justice Meler Bieinbrink, Hermenn Stern, Dyp. Joseph Tenenbeum, ifrs., A.E, Vizmen
(alternate part time for lirs, Stephen §. Wise), Ueyer W. Weisgal, William Weiss
(aiternate for Dr. Samuel Nirenstein), Devid Wertheim, Rebbi David Wice (alternate
for Benjemin Semuele), end Baruch Buckerman,

Btaffy 1I.l. Eenen, Ueir Grﬂﬂm. Dr, 4.8, Eohenskl snd Mrs, Ann Jarcho,.
Guesti§ Bernard Postzl

I. UTNUTES OF JEETING OF SEPT. 12, 1944 - Jpproved,

11, EEPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMITTTEE - On behalf of the Administrative
Comnittee, lr, Lipsky, Chairmemn, reported es follows:

4, Second Bession

1, Attendence — A second notice was sent to all delegates and of the I79
elected delegates, 292 have stated that they will ettend; 21 have stated thet
they would not; and six are in doubt. Of the organization delezates, 64 have
already been designated.

2¢ Negotietions with Orzenizations - Wegotiations have beeh opened with
e number of organigations not now in the Conference.

ae Union of Orthodoz Rabbis ~ The Administrative Committee recomends
that this organization be grented three sests,

VOTIONS It wee moved that the recommendation be spproved, CARRIED.
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b. Agudas Israel of America ~ The Administrative Committee recommends
that this orgaenigation be yantad. two neatn, with the understanding that if this
were unacceptable, the metter may be reviewed again,

MOTION: Dr, Wise moved that the Agudas Israzel of Americe be granted two seats,
with the proviso that if necessary, the number be revised upmward to three. CARRIED.

C. New Zionist Orgenization (Bevisionist)- The Administrative Committee
recommends that this organization be granted two seats.

JOTION: It was moved and seconded thet the recommendation be accepted, with the
understanding that the organization would be identified as "revisionist! in
brackets after ite name, CARRIED,

d. Wational Assoclation of Jewish Ognter Workers - The Administrative
Comnittee repowted favorably on the application of the Netional Association of
Jowish Center Workers, the organization to be granted one seat et the Qonference,

MOTICN: lirs, Vizman moved that the report of the Administrative Committee be
adopted and that the Interim Committee recomuend to the second session acceptence
of the gpplication of this organimtion.

e, Jewish Labor Comaittee — The Adminjstrative Commlttee has appointed
a mm.tt-taa to confer with the Janish Labor Committee on its future relationship

wi S8 Rp Benal F} ek NBJ_F‘% .‘9»" | k@ N3l s
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o .ﬁ.mnriua.n Jewish Committea = committee of t.hu Administrative
Committee was named by the Chair to mnniﬂur the future relationship of the
American Jewish Committee end the American Jewish (onference, The committee

coneisted of Rebbi liller, Chairmen, lrs, Epstein, end i, Kramer, With lir, Kramer

‘disgenting, the sub.committee, et the last meeting of the Administrative Committee,
recommended thet a formal invitation be sent to the American Jewish Committee to
rée-eénter the Conference ¥inasmich a8 the areas of disarreement are narrowing and
the areas of pgreement are much greater than before.! The Administrative Committes
accepted the report of the sub-commitiee, with lr, Kramer and Lir. Fredman voting
in the negative, and recommende to the Interim Committee that a formal letter of
invitation to rejoin the Qonference be sent to the Americen Jewish Committee,

ir, Lipsky steted that he was not present at the Administrative
Committee meeting end expresses dissent from the report.

lir, Eramer stated thet he was not opposed to the American Jewish
Committee coming back into the Conference, but that his minority report in effect
gsteted that "before we issue en invitation, a committee of the Conference confer
with 2 committee of the American Jewish Committee to determine whether or not a
common ground could be reached in sdvance of the invitation, so that if there
wes & rejection, we would not have publicity on either side,

{OTION:; Following discussion, it was moved Dy Rabbi Eisendrath that the mattor
be tabled., CAHRIED 28 to & by a show of hands,
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Ur, lonsky: Mlr, Chairmen, I think it entirely proper for the Chair to state thet
the motion to table does not change the position of the Conference as stated in

our original etatement, that the door (for the re-entry of the Americen Jewish
Committee) is open as in the past .t

The euthor of the motion to teble, Hebbi Eisendrath concurreds "That is whet I
had in mind,"

The Chair: "It will be recorded as part of the record on behalf of the Chairmen
and Co=Chairmen,"

3. Group Begistration - Pursuant to the resolution adopted by the Interim
Committee on June 29th, the Administrative Committee has notified sll delegates
of their right to change their group affiliation, if such chenges are registered
before lgvember 10th. Up until this time, two delegates have changed their affi-
liations while three have withirawn from existing groups but have not yet
registered with others,

TR 4. Bules - The following proposale for the revision of rules were sub-
H

a., Personnel of Committees - All committees in existence at the first
session shall continue in the second session unchanged, except that the General
Comnittee shall be suthorized to make appointments required to fill vacancles
and to malke such changes 28 are necessary to reflect the proportional strength
of the groupingzs unml er the new rules

It was explained that under the present rules, the groupings had
a right to make substitutions,

10TION: It was moved to accept the recommendation, CARRIED.

b. Dieposition of Resolutions - In advance of the opening of the Con=
ference, the Administrative Committee will receive and consider all recommended
resolutions of the Commissions on Rescue, Post-War and Pelestine, and such addi-
tional resclutions as mey be forwarded by any group of at least ten delegates,

On or after December 1, the General Committee will become the
sgency for the filing of resolutions and their distributlon to the appropriate
Btending committees - last jyear we hed a Becretarlat, in this cese we are maling
the General Committee the repository and distributor - it being understood,
however, that either the Administrative Committee or the Gemersl Cormittee may
withhold their approval of any resolution submitted by any group of delegstes
if such resolution goes beyonmd the purpose of the cell for the Conference or is
not germene to the interests of the Conference; but the refusal of the Admini-
strative Committee and General Comittee to report any resclution shall not
prejudice the right of any group of delegates to submit such & resolution direct
to the stending committeee of the Conference,
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Any ten membere in any committee may bring up a minority report
for consideration in the plemum of the Conference, and any fifty members, not
members of a committee, may bring wp oubt of committoe a resclution defeated there
and have it placed before the plemum of the Conference.

Following discussion of these rules, the following asgreement was
reached upon the procedure in the disposition of resolutions, es formlated by
Chairman llonsky:

HiResolutions, when they are introduced, will go to the Gemeral
Commit tee; the Gemeral Committee will then, as a purely administrative matter,
gend them to the proper committecs, except if the Genersl Committee should f£ind
a resolution irrelevent; then the Ggneral Committee will bring it to the plemum
for diecussion or report its decision to the pleaum, That is different from the
rule that they will have to have & minority of ten to bring it to the plemum,
The General Qommittee will report ite findings that this resolution is irrelevant
and the (hairman of the Gemeral Committee will move adoption of the report of the
Generel Committee, It (the guestion) will be on the motion of the General Com-
mitteels Qhairmen, TFyrom there on, parlismentery practice will teke care of us.

MOTTON: Following the Chair's summation, the motion wes made to gpprove this
procedure. CARRIED,

Mr. hipsky: "It is understood, in addition to this, that on matters of resolution
that are being sent by the (General Oommittee to sub~committees, that the regular
procedure of minority reporte prevails,"

Chairmen lonslgys #6t111 prevails; end after the Confersnce committees have come
%0 their conclusions, send back their resolutions to the Genersl Committee again,*

¢, Form of Resolutions -~ In the trensmission of resolutions fto the
appropriate committees and comrissions, the Administrative Committee shall have
the authority to recommend procedures in form and structérse. No aciion was
required.

d. Appeals - All appeals on metters of procedure from the decision
of any ecting chairman shall be determined by the delegates as & whole. Thelr
decision shall be regarded as final and conclusives

Chairman ibonsky suggested, in lieu of this, a recommendation that
the rule that now provides for appeal t0 the praesidium shall be repealed and
that Roberts Rules of Order shall epply. Thie was accepted.

5. Program for the Bession — The Administrative Committee voted to imvite
Professor Seliz Brodetsky, Ohairman of the British Board of Jewish Deputies, to
deliver an address on the goneral Jewish situation at the opening session of the
Conference, With the spprovel of the three Co~-Chairmen, the invitation has
already been extended.
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6e Conference Arrangements ~ It has been decided to issue the Conference
Hecord daily duriug the session, as at the first session,

It hos also been decided that all sessions will be held in the
William Penn Hotel end that none will be outside,

7. Reporis « It is intended to publish & small 96-page volume to embrace
the reporte of the three Commissions, regarding their sctivities and interests
during the past year, This will be a survey of past action end will not comtain
recommendat ione for the futwre, These recommendations will be sabmitted orally
at the wsesscion by each of the Commlecions. The report of the Interim Committee,

which will elso be confined to0 pest action, will serve as a preface to the reporte
of the Commissions,

The Administrative Commlttee requested suthorization of the Interim
Comittee to prepare this report. There was no cbjection and it was so ordered,

8s Delegates! Meetinga - Interest in the forthcoming session is reflected
not only by the intention of so large a number of the original delegates to attend,
but also by the organization of commnity meetings, at which delegates will meet
with their constitueunte, BGuch meetings are plamned in Philadelphia on Ngyvember Sth,
in Los Aageles on Nyvember 15th, end in Detroit on November 2lst,

Bo Relationship of the World Jewish Congresg -~ Following the last meeting of the
Interim Comuittee, a Working Committee and a Joint Planning Committee have been
set up to lumplement the agreement for collaboration with the World Jewish Congress.
The representatives of the Oonference on the Working Committee are lir, Groscman
and lr. Kenen. The representatives of the Conference on the Joint Planning Com-
mittee are lfiss Evens, lir, Greenberg, lr. Shulman, Rabbl Trachtenberg, Rabbi
Eisendrath, anéd Dr, Ephanski,

In connection with the forthcoming Emergency Conference of the
World Jewish Congress, it is recommended that the Conference members of the Joint
Planning Committee act as & nucleus of the Conference delegation observers. It
was agreed that we have observers at that Conference,

0. liloutes of Interim Committee leeting of B/1/44 - The minutes of the Interim
Committee of Augiet ist were referred by the Interim Committee to the Admialstra-
tive Gommittee for editing and were revieed and issued in accordance with the
decision of the Interim Committee.

D. letter to the Americen Federation of Polish Jews - The attentlon of the Admini-
Btrative Committee was called to the fact that the American ¥ederation of Polish
Jeus hed sent a memorandum to UNERA with a mumber of proposals bearing upon
problens within the scope of the Conference, The Adminisirative Oommittee in.
formed them that such independent, separatist activity by orgemizations affilisted
with the American Jewish Qonferemce was to be deprecated. A copy of this letier
wag sent to the Jewish lavor Committee, in view of that organizationls subaission
of a memorandum to Becretary of State on Posi..war matters, The letter was pub-
1ished in the Bulletin, which zpes to 2ll delesstes and organizations in the
Conference,.
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E. Action on Immizration to Palestine - Following the last Interim Oommittee
meeting, an efiort wus mede to secure & meeting with the British Ambassador to
submit a protest egainst the policy of the Palestine Administration, which has
denied immigration certificates to Jews in liberated areas on the pretext that
these must be reserved for those still in Axis-occupied Europe, At the request
of Lord Halifex, vho wa3 unable to see a delesmtion, the protest was submitted
on September A7), in a menorandam, which also took occasion to protest recent
declarations by British officizls seeking to discourege Jowish immigration into
Palectine, and which asked that the Jews who had been deported to Hauritius more
then three years ago be libersted and returncd to Palestine, We have reason to

believe that the protest against existing imudgration policies will meet with a
messure of success,

Copies of this memorandum were sent to the Btate Department amd to
the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees in London.

In accordence with the decision of the Interim Commttee, letters
were sent on September 13th to the Congressionel spomsors of resolutiomse calling

for the establishment of emergency shelters in Palectine, expressing opvosition
to these resolutions,

¥. Action on Restoration of & 8 to Jews ~ The statement spproved at the last
meet ing of the Interim Committee, colliing for rostoration of rights to Jews was
submitted to Becretery of Btate Cordell Hull on Beptember 14th, 1944.

B. UIRRA = A4 delegation representing the dmerican Jewish Conference was active at
the sessions of UWilil4 end & report will be submitted to you by the Post-Wer
Commission.

1lI. EEPCRT OF PAICSTOE COLLITSSIG - On behalf of the Palsstine Oommission,
Dr. Bilver, Chairmen, cubmitted the following resolutions end moved t heir
adoptioni

1, #The Interim Committee of the aAmericen Jewish Conference heils the
historiec declarstion of President Hoosevelt favoring the reconotitution of Peles-
tine g8 a free and demvcratic Jewish Commonwealth and pledging his efforts to
gchieve its realigation.

nThe President Vs statoment attests the widespread sympathy end support
of the Americen peonle for Jewish aspiretions in Pelectine, &8 voiced in behalf
of Americon Jevry by the imerican Jewish Conference on September 1lst, 1943.

ffith this declaration we look forward confidently to thﬁl complete
realization of the age-0ld aims of the JeWigh people in Palestine.

rda its
2, NThe Interim Oomittee of the Americean Jewish Conference reco

eciation of the statement by Goveruor Thomes E. Dewey favoring the reccn-
gtitution of Palestine as o free and demo eretic Jewish Commonweslthe.
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"With this stetement, Governmor Dewey joins the distinguished group of
American statesmen who have given their wholehearted support to the fulfillment
of the promise mede to the Jewish people by fifty-two nations of the world follow-

ing the last conflict,"
CARRIED .

IV. REPORT OF POST-WAR COLMISSION - On behslf of the Post-Wer Commission, Rebbi
Eisendreth, Co-Chairmen, reported as followsj

"The American Jewish Conference through ite Post-War Commission wae repre-
sented at the UNRHA Conference in lbntreal. liss Evans and Dr. Eohanskl were
our representatives there, and I believe did a very good job for the Americen
Jewish Conference. They cooperated very closely with the World Jewish Congress
in presenting the memo which had been drawm up by the World Jewieh Congress in
consultation with the imerican Jewish Conference. I em not going to go into
that report, nor will I g0 into the report which I have relative to a conference
which the Post-War Commission had with a number of representatives of peasce groups,
peace planning groups with a view to furthering our statements, our declarations,
relative to International Bill of Rights, end punishment of war criminsals which
wes a&n encouraging end interesting conferemce, which we had last weelt,

"The Americen Jewish Conference contemplated and hoped that in the presente-
tion of our position and our resolutions relative to Palestine and to Post-Tar
Reconstruction that there should be as united and golidified a representetion os
possible, either to one single pezce conference &s might earlier have been en-
visaged, or to whatever conferences are held dealing with theee questions, and
that we might have Jewish representation on the various sgencies and commissions
of intergovernmental committees and of the committees ond commissions in the
United Habilone, but no instrumentality hes heen envisaged, it seemed to our Poot-
Viar Commission, with regard to bringing thie sbout, and while the American Jewish
Conference might well speazk in the name of the majority of the Jews of the United
States, we might none-the-less be confronted by a multiplicity of representataves
from other groups, in other countries - other Jewish commumnities.

"It seemed to the Post-lar Commission that it might well be within the
province, in fact it would be the resnonsibility of the American Jewish Conference
to take the initlative in seeking to unify the presentations to such peace com-
missions or to the sgencles of the United Hatioms, elso to seek likewise to unify
the Jewish representetion. We would like the authority of the Interim Committee
40 proceed with initial steps in the direction of the establishment of some form
of council of Jewish delegetions, with & view to lmplementing what ie in the mind
of the Americen Jewish Conference. We recognige thet there ere agencles in the
field that muet be consulted, conferred with, whose cooperation should be secured,
fie feel that the American Jewish Conference should take the initiative in this
direction. We mele thet ze & recommendat ion.”

During the discussion of the report, Rebbl Heller stated that he had received
the impression from the report that it woe aleo intended to try to unify represen-
tetion from the United States, Hebbl Eisendrath stated that he did not mean to
give that impression. Whereupon Rebbl Heller statedl



%1 think that nersonally the American Jewish Conference can take only
one stand on that, thet it will represent the American Jewish Community, end any-
one else who triee to do it will be ruled out to the extent that we can rule them
out of the discussions, Both of those considerations, it seems to me, are valid;
I think therefore we ought 0 weit for & while,”

Chairman lionekyt "Unlese we hecr objection to the contrary, Rabbi Heller's statement
with respect to our position concerning our reprecenting the American Jewish Come
mumity in all representations will be acceptable to our Committee, will it not?

Rabbi EisendrathiDefinitely so; though that wes not in the recormendation,"

The Chair stated that the other recommendation is a metter that should be
left by the second session of the Conference and Rebbil Eisendrath stated that the
Commission intended to meke such & recommendation,

iiss Evang sugzested that the matter should go to the Adminietrative (om-
mittee, not for finel decision, but for further discussion of the pointe involved,
and brought back by the Administrative Committee and the Post-War Commission at
the next meeting of the Interim Committee, There wae no objection and it was 80
ordered.

(Whereupon the meeting edjourned at 4125 P,ll. until November 27th, 1944,)
These minutes are confined to a record of action taken and reports suvbmitted
end only such statement# as are essentlsl for a clarification of the record.

Abetractive discussion is excluded by decision of the Interim Committee on September
12th, 1944,

I.L.K.

11/14/44
fak




\ SIDNEY N. WEITZ
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ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
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October 25, 1944. |.-9 Y/

Wh ?‘?*‘DJ s ohiR f’f
Rabbi A. H. Silver,
The Temple,
East 105th Street at Ansel Road,
Cleveland 6, Ohio.

My dear Rabbi:

I was not present at the dinner given for Judge Proskauer and therefore
do not know what he said on that occasion. However, I did attend the
luncheon which was held on the same day, when Judge Proskauer spoke for
a few minutes. In substance he stated

(1) That at the meeting of the American Jewish Conference after he had
completed his plea for unity, you delivered a marvelous oration but a
terrible diatribe in which you literally took him apart and that it was
as a result of your speech that the American Jewish Cormittee concluded
to withdraw from the Conferance;

(2) That many Zionists approached him after the session and congratulated
him for the speech he made but expressed regret that they were unable to
vote as they felt;

(3) That among thoseé who were in agreement with him were Habbis James
Heller and Solomon Goldmang

(4) That had not political Zionism been injected into the Conference all
other branches of the program would have been adopted and dissension would
not have taken place; and

(5) That three men, Measrs, lipsky, Margoshes and Nahum Goldman, were the
principal figures responsible for the insistence upon a Palestine plank.

This is a summary of the relevant matters which he discussed. lis whole
talk did not take more than fifteen minutes, part of which was devoted to
innocucus matter. He made no direct reference to the American Jewish
Conference or about your role except with regard to your answer to his
speech, nor did he quote you. With reference %o Zionists, he stated that
they were now quarreling among themselves and that this augured well for
the ultimate defeat of their progranm.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am

SNV M

S e
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The Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr.
Secretary of the 'fruluq,q
Weshington, D.C.

Ny dear Hr. Morgenthaus

Following up our conversation of yesterday, I am
enclosing herewith a clipping from The Cleveland Press which
&ppesred ten days ago. This correctly represents my position.
Mm.m- that you have heard is mischievous gossip. I
was ed when you told me how widespread was the impression
in idministration cireles that I was sctively campaignisiz for
Governor Dewey and against the President. Bome enemy of mine
must have been deliberately spreading this falsehood in order to
make my work mors difficult.

I cama to you because of my high admiration for you
aund becsuse I regard you, as I have so frequently stated in publie,
as the finest Jew in Washington. I wanted you to know the facts, and
perhaps through you, help to correct the false impression which has
been spreed.

Hy position in this campaign is a veary simple one, and I
have stated it publicly time and sgain, as recently as last week at
the convention of the Ziomist Organisation of America in Atlantic City.
As Executive Chairman of the Aserican Zionist Emergency Council, I cannot
publicly teke sides in a politicul campaign without endangsring the
position of meutrality which our Movement must maintain with reference
té the American political scene. Our cause has powerful friends in
both political parties. We have succeeded in getting a friendly
hearing from both parties because of the absolute non-partisan
character of our Movement. I have pub pralsed the support which
both parties gave our congressiomal resolttions. I hailed both

for the planks which they introduced in their platforms.
I praised Governor Dewey for tie statement which he issued on the
Jewish Commonwealth, and I relesased to the press a most warm
message of thanks which I telegrephed to the President on the
occasion of his historic pronouncement on October 15th. I obtained
the statement of Governor Dewey on October 12th. Dr. Wise and I
wrote to the President on September Z26th asking for an interview.




.

Hr.} Morgenthau - October 25, 1944

The interview was granted on October llth, and to Dr, Wise alone —
& blunder or worse, I believe, on the part of someonse.

I have been scrupulously impartial. I have not in any
way ldentified myself with the campaign activities of the Hepublican
Party. The leaders of the Hepublicen Party understand my position
fully, and I am wondering why the leaders of tha Democratic Party
fail to understend it. The idmerican Zionist Emergency Coungil
approves of this non-partisan line which I have pursued right through
the year, ever since I took over the chairmanship, and is severely
eritical of the action of Zionist leaders who seek to give the
impression that the Zionist Movement is somehow identified with
one political party in the United Stutes or another,

You and I may differ as to whether such an attitude of
neutrality off the part of a movement which embreces both Republicans
and Democrat® 1is justified in the present political campaign, but
surely you will agree with me that if one feels morally obligzated
to take a position of neutrality, his action should not be misinter-
preted as being violently partisan. Four years ago, when I was not
the responsible head of the political activities of the Zionist
Movement of America, I felt free to endorse the cundidacy of Mr.
Willkie, just as eight vears ago, &nd again twelve years ago I
endorsad and advocated tha election and re-slection of President
Roosevelt. Todsy I feel under the moral restraint not to exploit
the responsible positlon which I occupy to take sides publiely in
an election campaign. Perhaps after the strain and tension of
these election days are over the soundness and wisdom of thias
poaition will be vindicated.

In any case, please be assured of my highsst esteem for you,
and when you have an opportunity, tell those psople who bring you
the choice morsels of gossip such as "Dr. Silver wants to be the
leader of the Republican Jews of America" that they are talking
"shtusa™ and qrrant nonsense.

With all good wishes, I remain
Most cordially yours,

AHSBK
Enc.
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tt rﬂodncina Senator Taft, Dr. Silver stated:

|

t é’ﬂt.h great pleasure that I am about to present to you

our guest and spesaker of the eveming, Senator Robert A. Taft.
I recall with pleasure my many contacts with him during the past ysar
in Washington. When we planned to introduce our Palestine Resolution
in Congress, friends advised me to see Senator Taft. I discussed
with him at considerable length the emtire subject, and he was
greatly interested. He asked for time to consider the subject more
fully and for literature to read up on it. Senator Taft is a man who
arrivea at his conclusions with great deliberateness. He makes no
quick commitments. When he had familiarized himself with the whole
problem and had arrived at the conelusion that the reconstitution
of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwsalth was just
and sound and necessary, he informed me that he would be pleased to
sponsor the resolution in the Senste together with Senator Robert F.
Wagner, of New York.

Ever since that time, Semstor Taft has been an active proponent
and advockte of the cause. 4s Chairman of the Resclutions Committee
at the Republican National Convention in Chicego, he more than anyone
else was responsible for the inelusion of the pro-Palsstine plank in
the platform.

More recently he urged upon our War Department, which last
Spring requested postpomement of mction mm the Palestine Resolution
in Congress because of military consideration, to withdraw its objections
since the military situation bad completely changed during the year and
the war had moved far away from Palestine and the Near Easst. It was to
Sepator Taf't that Secretary of Yar Stimson addressed his communication
recently in which the War Department withdrew its objections, stating
that "political considerations now outweigh the military and the issue
should be determined upon the political rather than the military basis."

It has been a great source of pleusure to me to have come to kmow
Senator Taft, distinguished son of a distinguished father, the President
of the United States, William Howard Taft, who was also profoundly
interested in the cause of the Jewish people, and with whom I had the
great honor to speak more than once after the last war from the platform
of important Jewish gatheringa.

It was a/source of strength to ms during the past year to be able
to draw upon the sound judgment and the political experience of this
friend of our great historic cause, Senator Robert A. Taft.




Mcmo From

John B. Hollistor, Chairman
Taft for Scnatc Committee

Taft and Palestine

Becguse Senator Robert A. Taft has always been a
stalwart supporter of the rights of minorities,
it is only natural that your Rabbl Abba Hillel
Silver turned to him for help in championing the
cause for a Jewish homeland.

We thought you might be interested in the attached
resume of a meeting which Senator Taft addressed
at The Temple in Cleveland rocently.

Your vote for Senator Taft is a vote for one who
has proven his tolerance and friendship toward
raciel minorities. I trust you will see fit to
give this great Ohlo statesmai your support.



Dr. Stephen 8, Wise e October 27,1942

40 West 68th SBtreet
New York, N.X.

Dear Dr. Wiset

May I tring to your attention the following points which occur to me as
possibly warranting some attention at future meetings of the Emergency Commit*ce

l. It would be well from time to time to get a slant on our problems throuch
the eyes of intelligent observers cutside our own ranks who are men of inde-
pendent Jjudgment, bound neither by vote-getting considerations in ocur faver
nor restricted by officiasl governmentel status either British or American.
Such observers of intelligent, independent judgment might be helpful in
advising us what needs to be done which as yet has not been done by us.

The two names which occur to me at the present time are Willkie and
Laguardie. I know that someone is going to telk to Willkie. I also know that
LaGuardia has often taelked for us. Wwhat is necessary, however, is that willkie
should be cultivated as one of our advisors to whom we can turn from time to
time in & frank end intimate way and that LaGuardia should be invited not only
to meke speeches but to share ocur problems and questions.

There may be others. We need & few Christian friends whose judgment is
sounder thean Wedgewood's in Englend, but to whom we can talk as frankly and as
intimetely as we talk to Josiah.

« It heppened to be my essignment to preside st the ZOA Convention seasion
et which the resolution regarding the Emergency Committee was discussed. The
leck of confidence in the Emergency Committee flelt and expressed by the dele-
ates 1s something to think ebout. To some extent, it is due to the difficulties
of the situstion for which no one can be blamed; to some extent it is due to
faults for which the Emergency Committee deserves blame. To & considerable
degree, however, it 1s due to the failure of the Emergency Committee to take
the Zionists into its confidence end to share with them some of its problems.’

I believe thet one of the chief public relations jobs the Emergency Commit-
tee has to do is its public relstions job vis-a—vis the membership of the Zionist
orgenizations. It is my suggestion therefore that the Zmergency Committee issue
& monthly communique over the signeturs of Dr. Wise, to the head of every Zionist
district end chapter. This communique should conteln not only eccomplishments
but also some of our problems and difficulties (except those which must not be
mede publie). It should not contain what we hope to do, but what we are doing.
0f course, it ebuld point ocut from time to time whet there is for the districts
end chapters themselves to do. Such communications, to be relayed by the dis-
trict and chepter officers to their constituencles, would in the course of time
build up emong our people a closer feeling of cooperation and a greater feeling
of confidence.

8. There should be more frequent and more detailed interchange of correspondence
between ourselves, London end Jerusaslem, within the limits, of course, imposed by
wartime discretion. We should have copies of the mimutes of the Executive bodies
in Jerusalem end London, and they should have copies of our minutes. For some
time past I have urged thet procedure in connection with the KKL Board of Gover-
nors in Jerusalem. Finally, the suggestion was epproved by them. We now receive
their minutes and find them valusble. Sincerely yours,

(8gd.) DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN
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Mr, Herry Shapifo

Amoricen 7ionis* Emergency Couns'l
342 Madison Avenue

New York,V.T,

Dear kr, Hhapiro: qﬂm’% NL_{«M-Q ﬂ% s

Ke,: Possible Eesumption of Awab Aotivities im U,5. ¥

" Jam conveying +o you the following report for whatever it
may be worth, I am not in a position +0 voush for ite asouracy *hough I°
have no reason 40 doub* +hs relipbility of my source, a Ie daronite,
who 18 pro=Jowish and pro-Zionist and has repeatedly refused join
xixk Hyrian anti-Zionist motivities in this country,

The Avab liational leagus of Amorica has been dormant since
Perxl Harbor snd +he earlier suicide of its erstwhils presidemnt, Ir, Faud
I, Shatara, - =

On Friday, OctOber 27+h, mccording +o my friend, an at+emp* has
beell madd in Washing*on,D,C. +0 fe-organige Arabio-spuaking clements in +he
Uni+ed S+tates for an an+i-Zicnist campaign,.’

“ the spirit behind +hins affort seems +0 Fafis B, Malouf, He Hd -
dressed a gathering at *he home of ome Mr, Risk, The lat+er's name spparently
is being promounced "Rfasiek”, He im sa'd *0 be a woll-+ mon's dress shop
cwmer, selling gowns a* an average pries of $500 a plese numbaring Mra,
Frankiin D, Roose¥sl* amd ¥ws, Cordell Hull smong h's eustomérs, Rizk is said
‘0 be an ‘mmigran* boy whd made pood, “he'ng a former pushoar+-vondor. Ha {s
said *o be a lebamsne of *he OresSk Or+hodof demomina+iom and of pan-Awab and
pro-lioelem lesnings, liy 'nforman* could mo* veeall RigR's firs* name, -

©  “Melouf is a figwe kiiowa *6 me from my provious {fivestigation
of Arab metivitiss, fo hold *lw pos* of Stmmm® Commissicfier of Streets in +he
eity of Boston, Hmae,, onoe wpon a *ime for a period of three mon*hs, e is
also & Syrian, ~* -

SR - W o SR . e, Py e,

# » Balouf's efforts are aiming at *he nation-wide ore
ginigation of a so=-called "(nited Arab Comafi¢tee" and are aimed a+¢ inoorpon=
ation ef most of owr Syrian colonius. : A

Inasauch as +he name "Kisk" was brougat up in +his connedtion,

I was wondering whether hisk of Weskington 4s related %0 Salom Risk, author

of "Sjrien Tankee", published by Doubleday, lorim, and prodiges of +he header's
Digest crowd, Baid kisk, making a living on leotwring, is kfiown +0 havwe spant a
lo* of +ime at+ending Z.0.iA. snd Bergeon group meé+ings just for +he purpose of
mooping around, BSalow Risk has a pronsunsdd Semitio pliysiognofiy, hance is being
*aRan for a”Jew by many Jews“and“is known +0 have boasted *o0 o+*her Syrians of hias
anti-Zioniet intelligense motivitlos. - - '

* T also utilized +he odGasfon *0 inquire sbowt Majdr Haddad; *he
Tragi Legatfon's spurious Nili+awy A++anke, My Lobinass friend stated +Ea+ salf
Oadded 419 a lebawess, nom'nally (reek Or+hodox, du* as+uwally indifferent in mat-
+ars of religion, Ho followed *he la*e Fé‘sal *o Triq when hé was depofed as mine=
aroh of Byr'd. Haddad'S fim'ly are sa'd +o be Be'ru* merchanfs of gfea* weal+*h
whiok suppor+s Haddad *5 *h's day, He 's 84'd +o0 Inow absolutely no+*hing of mile
itary mat+ers, his poa'+ion as Nil'+ery A*+ache g'ving mueh Emmswwects causs £9v
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Jokes, His positiopn, sald my iebasuvee informant, is known *0 ssrve an a cloak
and

for his muti-Zionist sotivities, In addirion, liaddad is said *o be deas
ltmping, (You msy recall Hodded's anti-jioniet artiels in n 6 .adsy {ssae of +he
New York ierald Tribune whiez elieited Xepiiss by hepressatative bmanuel Cellss
(Bs,0.7s) nnd baboi abba Hillel Siiver of Gleveland,u,)

I am oW *xying 49 ssocrtain whsthsr +hers sye pogsibilisics +0
Organiso afl Aval souutey-oomuittés *0 tie Syrian amti-Zionist elique. I auppose
*he daxoulte Lebssess would cuns*i*uwts a owledus for suwoh puwrposes.

- Then mea+ing wi+h you on Vednsndsag, I suproso, we shall alse dis-
ouss “hin polns, = -

Wesh «ha bast of wishaa,
vevy ‘ruly yours

CC: T, Abha H'llel 64 lwar, . Fress Josef atz,
Clavsleand, O,
Emnvual
Yow Toxk, MY,




PRESS RELEASE from v

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Arsociated Organizations:

Zionist Organization of America * Hadassah = Mizrachi » Poale-Zion

342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. » MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE EELEASE

ELEVEN GOVERNORS ACT TO COMMEMORATE
BALFOUR DECLARATION ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 2ND PROCLAIMED "PALESTINE DAY" IN SOME STATES;
DEWEY ISSUES STATEMENT

Wew York — Eleven governors have taken action to commemorate the twenty-seventh
anniversary of the lesuance of the Balfour Declaration which takes place on
November 2nd, 1944, 1t was snnounced today by the Americon Zionist Emergoncy
Counecil.

The Council disclosed that five governors have proclaimed November 2nd
"Palestine Day" in their states, and six others, including Governor Thomas E. Dewey
of New York, the Republicen candidate for the Presidency, have issued statoments
on the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, which pledged the reestablishment
of the Jewish National Home in Palestine.

Proclamations have been iesued by Governor Sam C. Ford of Montana, Governor
Matthew M. Neecly of West Virginia, Governor Herbort R. 0'Conor of Maryland,
Governor Henry Fe Schricker of Indiana and Governor John C, Vivian &f Coloradocs

Etatﬂme.nta on the enniversary of the Balfour Declaration have been 1ssued
by Governor Reymond E. Baldwin of Connecticut, Governor Robert Os Blood of New
Hempshire, Govornor Colgate W, Darden, Jr. of Virginie, Governor Dewey, Govornor

Walter Bdge of New Jorsoy ond Governor Edward Martin of Pennsylvania.

(more)



Governor Dewey's statement said that "it is now manifest that a way
mist be found speedily to open the doors of Palestine. The solution is not
the concern of a class or a group or of merecly one or two nations. The
gpectre cf hundreds of thousands of homeless Jews is cbviously quite incom-
patible with cur aims of establiching a lasting peace with justice for all.

"The splendid accomplishments cf the intelligent and indefatigable
picdeers whe wrought such marvels in establishing the Jewish Home in the
Holy Land has earned for all the Jewish poople of the world the right to an
¢pen door in Palestine," Gorvernor Dewey declared.

Asserting that "the reestsblishment cf Pnlostine as a Jewlsh Commme
wealth is long cverdus ond ie indeed the hope of Burcpe's uprcoted and hunted
pocple ¢f this rece," Governor Mortin added in his statement that "the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is witally interested 4dn having its volece record-
ed in favor of the fulfillment of the Commonwealth in Palestine,"

"Every falr and open-minded American neceéssarily will rejoice when
these harassed and destitute vietims of tyranny and oppression are permitted
to egtablish o home and commmmnity life of their own," Governor Edge declared,

"Within recent months Americane in all wolks of life, including a
large majority of nmerbers of Camgress, have reaffirmed Acericals traditicnal
poliey of fricndship for the aspiraticns of the Jows regarding Palestine,!
Governor Ford asserted. "It is therofore fitting that the sontiments of the
American pecple concerning this question ‘should be given the widest possible
expression on the eoming anniversary of the Balfour Declaraticn...Widespread
cbservance of the cceasicn will give remewed hope tc Burcpe'!s uprocted and
mnted Jews who lcok to Palestine for salvatiop," he added.

In his proclapation Governor Neely recommended to the pecple of West
Virginia that "Palestine Day" be observed "by en earnest endeavor to inerease

public senticent in favor of the early and complete redomption of the Balfour

(orre)
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Declaration, to the end that through its operation may be consummated all the
blessings which it was designed to afford and for which the Jews have long ond
devoutly prayed.”

"The Bolfour Deelaration mast be fulfilled, and Palestine re—established
as a free and democratic Jewlish nation," Governor Vivian declared in his pro-
clomation. "In recent months Americe has spoken in clear and unmistakable terms
on this vital question. Endorsements of the movement to reconstitute Palestine
as a Jewish Commonwealth have been issued by the President, Governor Thomas E.
Dewey, m substantisl majority of the members of both Houses of Comgress, and
by toth the Democratic and Republican parties, meeting in national convention....
Justice mast be done to the Jews," he said,

Governor O'Conor pointed out that "an expression of seutiment from the
American people on this question at this time will be of inestimable help
towards the mainteonance of the morale of Europe's unfortunate Jews who lock

to Palestine for their salvation.”

#17 - 10/31/44
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Mr, Arthur Lourie

American Zionist Emergency Council

342 Madison Avenus

New Yor:z, N.Y. 3

My dear Nr. Lourie: \.' \
The following matters should be attended to Lumedistely: 1

1) Coples of our reply to the Westermann Memorandum should be \
sant to Mr. Mallory right away. |

2) The formal reply to the Bu'letin of the Federal Council
should go forward immediataly. Berkson should muke the draft of the
reply, and you should cheek up on it.

3) A pamphlet should hiumdhrthlm'bimﬂmufw
Palestine, to be seat to the same people #ho are Rkely to recelve
the Federal Council Bulletin. It should be by way of an over-all reply
to the negative position taken by the Dulletin ecrrecting the most
frequently repeated misstatemsnts comcerning Zionlsm, ste. Thls
pamphlet should be drafted immediately by our Research Department
and checked over by Friedrich, Voss and Atkinson, and sent to the
large list of ministers which we have and also to all Christiun
publlications.

4) Voss and Atkinson should be asked to get ten or twelve
" prominent Christisn clergymen to write to the Federal Couneil protesting
uts Bulletin and indicating the grounds for their protest.

§) I think you and Berkson should sit down with Voss and
Atkinson and talk over whatever need by done in this direction.

With all good wishes, I remain
Very cordially yours,

AHS s BK
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October 51, 1944 PERSORAL

My dear Dr, Silvert

I appreciate your taking the trouble to
write me a letter on Octobér 26th, I am more than
willing to abide by your Judgment as to what you
should do as the head of the Zionist Emergency Council
in connection with the coming election, and I camn
assure you that how you wote will not influence either
the President or myself in the slighest in our attitude towards
the organisation which you head.

I have always held you in the highest esteem and
admire the great work that you are doing. I was honored
that you felt free to come in amd talk over your persongl
problam with me, and when the occasion arises, I will
inform the President of our conversationm.

Again mey I assure you that I am available at all
times to be of essistance, and I hope that you will comtinue
to drop in to see me whenever the occasion arises.

Yours sincerely,
(Eig_d} H, Morgenthau Jr.

Dr, Abbe Hillel Silver,

American Zionist Emergency Council,
East 106th Street st Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio



FELIX A. LEVY

Rabbi

Emanuel &ug 'ntﬁaﬁiorz

Scven-0-0ne Buckingham Place
Chicago 13

October 31, 1946

Rabbi Abba H. Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Abtba:

I am sorry I did not get a chance to talk to
you, btut both of us were too busy at the
convention. Firat of all, let me axpress my
gratification over your mescage to the Z, 0. A.
which 1 did not hear but about which I was
informed. I would like to get a copy of it

if it is at all vossible. I suppose it will
be printed in New Palestine ultimately.

The rext matter in which I am vitally interested
and about which I want to consult you is the
Presidency of the College. I would very much
like to have your permission to suggest your
name as the successor to Morgenstern. I am
gure if you wanted the position you colild get
it. Personally I feel it would be the greatest
thing you could do. Iy being President of the
College, you would give a tremendous impetus
and prestige to the Reform Movement and would
become its world spokesman. I do not think
you would have to give up any of your Zionist
activities either. I would appreciate a word
from you about your feelings in the matter.

I have received a number of regquests from
scholars for subventions from the Conference.
I wonder whether I am atill on that Committee.

Tith warmest greetings from house to house, 1
remain

Cordially,
10y
Felix

FAL:mecce
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1,100 LIBERATED HUNGARIAN JEWS ARRIVE IN RUMANIA; WERE HELD BY GERMANS AS S1AVE WORKERS

RUCKAREST, Octs 30s (JTA) == Two groups comprising 1,100 Hungarien Jews
liberated from slave labor errived in Rumonic today en route to their home in the
perts of Hungrry now occupied by the ltussicn Army. They were visited by the president
of the Rumenien Red (Cross, Dre costinescu, who nsked them whether they would prefer
to emigrate to Palestinese

one of the groups consists of 700 Hungarim Jews who hed been deported by the
germans to hard lebor in the Ukraine and were released when thot territory was re-
token by the nussicn ormies. The other group consists of 400 Jews from Hungary who
were libercted by Mershel Tito's Yugoslav liberation forces from the Bor copper mines
in Serbin bogether with 1,600 other Jews who were deported from Hungery for slove
labor in the mines.

ARAES URGED TO BOYCOTT AMERICAN GOODS IN FROTEST AGAINST ROOSEVELI'S STATEMENT

JERUSAIEN, Octes 3D. (JTA) == A oall to the arcbs of palestine to beyoott
Ameriocon goods in retanliantion for Fresident Rooseveli's stetement promising his sup-
pert for the establishment of e Jewish Commonweelth in Felestire wes issued todey by
g Arob newspoper, following a meeting held by the Husseini Farty

which was greeted by representatives of the Frlostine Govermment,
protesting the gronting by the government lost week of 10,300
tes for Jews under the provisions of the White Faperes Another
egoinet Fresident Roosevelt's statoment.

b demended Areb indopendence in pPalestine ond the "obolition of
omes" "It also resolved to esk the palestine Govermment to pro-

' : bs from selling lond te Jews.
MEMEBERSH/IP

(7 IR KA AL here todey thof Dre Khelil Touten, heed eof the Quoker School
iselem, is soon to pr ¢ United Stotes to conduct pro-

BR&EIL'SJE@%}}&EGR&TIGH LAWS WILL BE FREE FROM DISCRIMINATION AGAINST ANY RACE

CARACAS, Venezueln, Qots 30« [JTA) == The new immipgrotion low which is now
being considered by the government of prozil, will be free from diseriminetion cpgainst
ony rece or religion, Forelgn Mindster villeoso of Brrzil assured Jecob Landou, manog=
ing director of the Jewish Telegraphie Apenoy, who errived here todey wfter o short
stoy in Brogil,

"prozil hes solved her raciel problem,” the Minister declared. "The Nazis tried
hoerd but did net suceeed in stirring up rociol prejudice." He confirmed thet the
Brorilien Government haos egreed to admit 600 or more refugee children from Eurcpe.

The dotalls, he snid, are being worked out with representatives of the Jewish Community.

Francisco Filho, dircctor of the exchange division of the pank of Brazil,
promised thet every consideration will be given to German anti-Nezis who, like tho
Nezis, were obliged to ploce ten to thirty percent of their funds at the dispesal of
the Bank of prezil. Filho suggested that o committee of responsible men compile a
list of German rnti-Nazis in the country for his consideration.
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FIELD SIATF MEWORANDUM $173
CONFIDENTIAL

From: H.,L. ILurie

To: Field Steff and Assoclates

Action teken by the Americsn Jewish Committee in withdrawing from the
American Jewish Conference has been announced in the public press. It is
a signilficant development which may bte followed by congiderable discussion
and debate in local communities. At its meeting on October 24, the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee took the followlng metion:

(1) Approved of the statement made by representatives of the American
Jewish Committee at the Conference, dissenting from the resolution
cn Palestline;

(2) Voted to withdraw from the American Jewish Conference;

(3) Took steps to develop the organigation and promote the basic
policles of the Committee throughout the country.

The main reason for the Committee's withdrawal at this time is that
they are opposed in principle to the political theories inherent in the
Palestine resolution and believe, therefore, that they cannot, without em-
barrassment, continue in the Interim Committee which is charged with re-
gponsibility for implementing the decisions of the Conference. A co-chair-
manship and other places on the Interim Committee were being left open for
Americen Jewish Committee representatives. While the AJC was willing to
Join in a conference, they are opposed to the basic hypothesis of a national
organization which would speak and sct on political matters for sll American
Jews. They accept the thesis that Jewlsh groups can sesocciate for unified
action which all the elements are willing to support, but insist that indi-
viduals end groups heve the right of independent action at 211 timas.

The American Jewish Committee's decisgion was immedistely followed by
the reeignation of Mrs. De Sola Pool, president of Hadaseah, Judge Morris
Rothenberg and Judge Louis Levinthal, both former presidents of the ZOA.
(The Americen Jewish Committee has a complex structure, including other
cooperating naticnal agencies and it may lLe that additional representatives
of other national sgencies as well s some individual membtere will resign
from the Committee.)

There is no direct connection between this situation and the problems
of contimuing the United Jewish Appesl for 1944, tut it may complicate the
negotiations between the JDC and the UPA on the basis of the 1944 pgrecment
for joint fund-raising,

The Council, &3 an organization which is neutral on these political is-
sues, will have before it serious problems affecting the welfare and the sta-
bility of local community structures and progrems. The Board will meet on
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Hovenber © snd 7 and will probably review these problems and formulate
plans. It is our obligation to do what we can to strengthen local communi=
ties to enable them to function in epite of active differences among the
various ideological groups and the various national egencies on these matters.
It is our obligastion to see that all groupe are given the copportunity for
fair presentation of their viewe and programs and that any of the difficul-
ties which may arise on a national basis shoyld not unnecessarily affect the
processes of loeal cooperation which have been developed for res which are
less controversial.

We would appreciate your keeping the office informed of developments
and repercussions in the local commnities. We should strive wherever pos-
sible to put the impending debates on a rational and practical level and
evoid the emotionaliems which unfortunately may arise.

Difficulties in the structure of the American Jewish Conference were re-
cogniged by federation gnd welfare funds and by ocur Council at the outset.
Whether or not these contributed te the present situation, we can only hope
that the period of unpleassntness will be short and that a realistic appraisal
of the actual composition and views of American Jews will eventually lead %o
a gtronger basls of cocperation betwesn all elementg. We must not lose sight
of the fact that all Jewlsh work is on a voluntary basis and that we cannot
expect unity in matters of principle when there are fundamental differences.

The Committee's action was teken by a vote of about four to one and you
will be interested, on a personal basis, to know that among the minority who
voted ageainst withdrawal were a number of members of the Board of the Couneil,
ineluding Sidney Hollander as well ss a few others who have been active leaders
in some of our local member agencies. This group may be helpful in the future
in bringing abont a new basis of agreement among the opposing groups.

= * e =¥
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Mry leopold L, leyer, President
Congregation Beth Israel
Houston, Texas

Dear Mr, Meysr:

The essence of your protest against the Central Conference of Ameriean
Rabbis 1is that it has departed from the classic pattern of Reform Judaism, as laid
down in earlier rabbinical meetings of Reform Rubbie (Philadelphia, 1869, Pitts
burgk, 1885, eto,), Without considering for the moment the specifications of the
sharpe. the general case can well be admitted, namely, that Reform Judaism as ex=
rresged in ideas and utterances of most members of the Central Conference does
indeed revoresent a departure from some of the ideas and practices laid down by
Reform Jewish leaders in past generatioms,

It is only an orthodoxy which dares not depart from classic patterns
leid dovm by past generations., Tt is the prineiple of Orthodoxy that all laws
authentically deduced from past laws are sacred amd rTepresent the will of God,
and that oustoms which have been widely accepted in the past have the force of
law ond may not be abolished even when circumstances change, Put Reform Judaism
iz a liberal Judaism, It proclaims the right of each generation to change custons
and rituals and ewen to re-state doctrines, provided the essential principles of
Judaism are preserved and strengthened by such changes, The same liberal prin-
eiples which gave the Reform pioneers the right to change the wvenerable customs
and prayer texts of Orthodoxy give us the right to change practices and medify
doctrines of the pioneers,

Dr. Kaufmanm Kohler, one of the great leaders of early Referm Judalsm
in Americe, convoker and leading spirit of the Pittsburgh Conference of 1885, made
a statement which no Reform Jew should ever forget:a-

"In order to form a just estimate of such Reform~-Pionesrs as were Geiger,
Boldheim, Einhorn, Hirsch and others in Germany, we must guard against cenferring

upon them the claim of infallibility which they themselves have wrested fer us
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from the authorities of old, Ve would sin against the very spirit of progress which
made them leaders and prophets of their age, should we attempt to canonize their
every word, We would, therefore, do them injustice, were we to weigh all their
utterances and opinions in the scale of modern research and by the standard of
recent investigations, Truth grows, and many a thing which seemed true fifty
years ago is no longer considered so today." (Hebrew Union College and Other
Addresses, page 75) Dr, Kohler spoke as a true reformer and liberal, Geiger and
Holdheim would have rejected any suggestion that later generations of rabbis and
laymen should be compelled to keep unchanged and sacrosanct the pattern of ideas
and customs which they had constructed. All the early reformers were great
liberals,

Any attempt, such as your congregation seems to be making, to fix
Reform Judaism at the pattern of one hundred years ago or of fifty years ago
petrifies it inte Reformed Judaism, a form of Judaism which had at one time been
Reformed and then remained forewver Tixed, It is the resolve of the Central Con-
ference of American Rabbis to keep Reform Judaism liberal and alive to the reali-
ties of the age, It is our hope that in so doing we aro strengthening both the
Reform movement and Judaism itself,

You will not mind, I am sure, if I include in our discussion the question
of the by=laws which your congregation has recently drawn up, since these by=laws
are the result of the same mood which led you to draw up your resclutions against
the Conference and to spread them broadcast,

The clcar purpeose of your by-laws is to keep from membership in the
congregation those individuals who believe in e Jewish state in Palestine, who
believe that Kashrus is an essential practice in Judaism, and that the Hebrew
language is indispensable in school and in worship, It is true that if a man
cannot subscribe to your by-laws he may become a non-veting member; but of course

no self-respecting Jew will join your congregation if he knows that his convictions
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will disfranchise him and malke him n second-class member, Your object is definite;
you wish to exclude those who disaogree with you on any one of the above points,

Most of these by-laws were, of course, taken from the Pittsburgh Platform,
I note, however, that you have reworked the Pittsburgh Platform, You speak in
your Prineiple #1 of the Mission of Israel, but you aveid the Platform's great
phrase: "Jewish people" and pricsthood,”" You also omit from your program Part 8
of the Pittsburgh Platform, namely, that: "In accordance with the spirit of Mosei-~
legiglation, we deem it our duty to participate in the great task of modern timcs,
to solve on the basis of justice and righteousness the problems presented by the
contrasts and evils of the present organization of society.” For these two elenmentc
in the great classic pronouncement of Amsrican Reform Judeism you substitute your
carefully worded caution (not found in the Pittsburgh Platform) against the use
of too much Hebrow in the Service. As a diseiple of Dr. Kchler, I assure you
that your omission of tho hallowed and meaningful words "Jewish people” and
"priesthood", which you consciously passed over in your borrowing from the Pitts-
burgh Platform, would have shocked him severely, Dr, Emil G, Hirsch (who pro-
posed plank #8) would certeinly have protested ageainst your omission of the avowal
of Israel's dedication to social justice, By what right do you vary the olassiec
pattorn of Reform Judaism?

Tho only right you have must be basod upon the premise that Reform
Judaism is liberal Judaism, You do have the right to change, as you have seriously
changed, the Pittsburgh Platform, You have also the right to publish and declare
that these are the principles of your congregation, But you have no right, as a
liveral congregation, either to protest against the right of the Conference to
vary the older patterns nor have you the right to exclude from your congregation
those who do not agree with the ideas which you have scleocted,.

What you have done is not only to transform, by omission of essentials,

a great olassic statement of Reform, but you have, I fear, misunderstood the in-
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tention of the framers of tho Pittsburgh FPlatform., These men well knew that there
wore many men and women in their comgregetions who did not agrec with the new
ideas which they proclaimed in Pittsburgh. They certainly did not intend that
those who did not accept the Pittsburgh Platform be deprived of the right to vote
ar, in ease of new applicants, not be admitted into the congregation as full
mombers. They understood that thore wore many in their congregations who did not
understand or even agree, But they hoped te influence their congregations, They
themselves called it a "platform”, as a party platform, They did not mean it %o
be a test of admission into the congregation, It was a ourriculum, not & creed,

You, as a liberal congregation, have the samo right, You may say to all
who wish to join: "This is what we will teach in our school and from our pulpit,
It is for cach prospoctive member to decide whether he will join or not," But
you have no right to propose a credal test of conseience, to say to any Jew who
wishes to join: "iake a confession of faith, If you cannot sccept our croed,
you may not be a full momber," You have no right to examine the conseience of any
child of Israel in order to decide whether his beliefs are acceptable to you, You
have the right to influence him once he joins, You have the right to a platform,
to a currioulum, but not to o oreed,

Official oroeds as tests for admission into a congregation are frequent
in the Christian Churchi there are none such known in Judaism, * Jewish congregos
tions and groups of congregations have often suspended or even expolled mombers
(by use of the ban) and even whole groups of Jews have boen placed under the ban,
Jowish Orthodox law also classifics certain violators of traditional practice as
apostates, yet it was scrupulously careful to safeguard all the basic religio-legal
rights of apostates (as inheritance, marrisge, ete,). As for tho ban of exclusion,
it is to be noted that cven so solomn & ban as that imposed by the groat Elijah
of Vilna against tho seect of Hasidim had almost no offect on Jowish 1life, It was

sompletely nullified by the decp-rooted sonse of comradeship of the Jewish come
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munitieas, A%t all events, the poliecy and practice of exclusion is a logical and even
a justifiable instrument in the hands of an orthodox religious body which claims
divine validity for all its croeds and rituals; tut it makes no sense in a liberal
congregation,

Returning to your complaints against the Central Conference of American
Rabbis, your premise is that we have departed from the olassical pattern of Reform,
Of course wo have, and g0 have you, and 50 moy overy liberal roligionist depart
from older patterns, provided the essentials are thercby strengthoned, The only
question is whether the changes which have ccourred have vioclated the essential
(not necessarily tho classical) principles of Reform Judaism, An oxamination of
the specifications in your resolution indicates that they all concern Zicnism in
one way or macther,

The simplest way to discuss them is to put thsm togother into the one
charge which you clearly monn to make: "The Contrel Confercnce has become Zione
istie and has therecby abendoned the essentinls of Reform Judaism,"

The onswer to this implied charge can be made unequivocally, The Con-
forence has not become Zionistie, It has, howover, ccased to be Anti-Zionistie,

In past yeers the Conferenco, in 2 number of resolutions, expressed its Antiw
Zionism, There were fow Zionists in the Conference in those years, By the way,
the Anti-Zionist majority would have been appalled if enyono during all those years
hnd ever made the un-Jewish suggestion that Zionist Reform Rabbis, disagreeing as
thoy did with the avowed principles of the Confersnce, should not have the right
to woto, As tho years went by the number of Zionists in the Conflerence increoased,
By this time it may well be that the majority of our members are Zionists, TWe do
not sock to lmow, Ve do not submit ‘our mombors te a credal test,

The manifest fact now is that there are = large number, porhaps even a
majority, of our membors who arc both convincod Zionists and convinced Reform Jews,

These rabbis do not find their Reform Judaism and thoir Zionism to bo mubually
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incompatible, It is obvious, then, that there has been a definite change of mood
in our Conference, Therefore, in harmony with liberal prineiples this new mood
was nocinowledged in our 1943 Resclution, We recogniszed the fact, plainly observ-
able in the life of hundreds of our Reform Rabbis, that Reform and Zionism are
quite compatible, Each member of our Conference may decide for himself whether
to accept or reject Zionism, Whichever way he décices will not affect his status
or his moral right to be part of our Conference.

Whether woe are justified in thus changing a past emphasis, or whother
whnt we hoave changed is an essential, indispensable doctrine, may well be debated.
All I can say to you is that the majority of the Rabbis of the Conference believe
that it is a justified and libsral change to permit sach member to have his own
cpinion on Zionlsm without considering this opinion a violation of Reform, If the
Jjudgment of the majority of the Reform Rabbis on this question is not acceptable
to you, whose judgment will you accept?

Since it is the responsibility of o rabbi to counsel his congregation,
may I, as President of the Contral Conference of Amorican Rabbis, take the liberty
of offering a word of counsel to yout Please do not be so nervous about the future
of Reform Judaism,. Reform Judaism is strong,: Its influence in America oxtends far
beyond those institutions which are avowedly Reform, All the American Jewish con-
gregations which are departing from strict Orthodoxy have been influenced by the
example of our Reform Jewish institutions, Our leaders are giving guidance to many
Jovrish nnd general movements in America, You do not need to build a fenee around
a Reform congregation to protect it against attack, Reform is of the future; it is
2 dynamic movement in American Judaism, let us be bold, confident, and friendly

with all of Israel,.

(Signud} BOLOKONW B, FREEHOF
President,
Centrael Conforence of American Rabbis
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