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July I, 1944 

!fy de r Dr . Wise , 
I r.• ceivocl rour J. tt . ~ o:r June ~9th and you:b 

co ont on th .olut on. _ 1 o ·o din the pr ~ your 

criticiom of ·be _ast sentence in t~e aolution, in which 

the P o&ident is ondemned - o h:t.s •tf • ilure to 1 si ,..,t tl t 

the · ndato,n, of Palostin c rry out th Jrovioion of th 

Bul!'our D -::clu tion e.nd the . no. te ·1hile he pi~etm1ds to 

support them' . 
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svier what you re ard aa n unjust orit1c1s 

the r aid nt . '11actie lly 1 ·o .ld h v e 

Ul. e to n­
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is r for 

the defense to co .. e 1· om tllo o f i ial spokes n of the -

ocr tic Party. Tho ch .r Cv ~ter 11 er · de ,y th e-

pub_ic· n Party , not by the Zioni~ts or t e Jo1s Of oric . 

the nc :rspape s in 1·0po tir your c iticism of the pl nlc 

did not h ve uo d of pprov l or the art 01· tl a esolu-

tion, which I run sure you mu th ve m d t ,h loo dinn r . 

l o ·to he eat of my owled hue any ~ionist leader in 

l ·1:1 Y r e rossed crut ic tion litl ·uhi .:.nc 

pl nk which puts on of th ,,.,o jor v·rtion ot 

squarely bohin unren~rioted J ~ish 1· 

loot o 

orica 

into al-

estine c nd unrcotrict d land :rn rship 1d o 11 for tl 

full 1mploocntat1on or tho lett~r nd tle Jirit or tle 
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Pa.lostine plr,..nk. "r b opposition, alr ady r }Orted 

from Cairo and likely to 
f.. 

incre so ~1th r , r ~timul.ution• 

\dll b used as A\ ·'r• ti 1rl guinot a lank. S no.tor 

,acer , even .th Jill bo Ch· i.r n f the ecolution Corumittoo , 

is not a otro m:. n to r ly upon. our o:iq) ri ~nee ·,i th him in 

the luot ·to 7 month•· h s • ot b on 1. v ry lap y one • You 

llavo to o to tho very top to fo•c through tro solution, 

en those ~t the v ry top 1111 .ot consent unl sa thoy ar mad 

a\·t o , etr!Oen no ! and ,? . t · oi' tl10 ~e oc 

tb t ·c e ,,, epublicon ro- P· l atlno pl nk l 

ic c :r:v ntion , 

boon v y onthu i.-

: o c ly roocivod by the c ·a of . 1 ric· nu that 1t is b i 

.1.h1s is cl'y tul cl ,. r to e n s ould b to everyone 1ho 

ta o r e with the conduct 01· ... ioni""t 'ff· i o tit thi tim • 

Ther fore in te d of concentr ti on tho d f .nse o~ tho r ~-

i ent , l1ich de1' r1oe lo and t e political le ders of vhe Demo• 

er tic party o n v ry .oll take ca o of in th ir own t, y I m 

should proco d to al:a maximum capi t l of th ubstunc 

Palestine pl nk and u o it t..s lever o ut tl1rouch tll .r 

and , ir .ossibla , bett r l ilk in tho mo<:r tic latform. 

Very cordially yours , 
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~r. Herman Shulman 
59 Broad,.a.y 
Ne,1 York; N.Y. 

My dear Mr, Shulman: 

l ----

July- 2, 1944 

You may be interosted in a copy of a letter ;vhich I sent 
yesterday to Dr. Wise. We are in a vary advantageous position 
at the moment,- and .ve· ought not to pull any 11boners. 11 

' For tha first time, both major political parties need us 
and are prepared to listen to us vacy ~~t tenti vely. Our ?rimary 
responsibility is the Zionist cau..se, und we should keep our eye 
on the ball. 

fi8 will need tho Republicans to put through our resolutions 
in Congress. !£ we do not show any marked £:.ppreci:.~tion for r:h:...t they 
have done in connection with the Palestine plank in their program, 
and if they are made to £eel that there is no quid pro quo, they will 
pay no attention to us when we come to their leaders in Congress 
next month to urge the passage of our Resolution. Some of our 
Zionist leaders who a.re so wrapped up in faeir loyalty to the 
Democratic Party and Mr. Roosevelt unfortunately oYerloolc this simpl~ 
elementary fact. 

I should like you and Dr~ ttise to contact, as soon us 
possible, the Democratic leaders who will have a hand in the frar:dng 
of the Democratic Plat.form. I undei~ctand that Senator Jackson has 
been selected to bathe permanent chuirma..~ of the convention . · He 
should be seen right-a-way; so also the chairmen of the Democratic 
National Committee and the Democratic Cor.mitteemen from New York State. 
'lie .found the Republican Committee1:ien from New York St::.i.t e extremely 
helpful because of their eagerness to appeal to the Jc~ish voters 
in New York State which is likely to be one of the three or four 
critical nates in the forthcoming election. Do not rely too ·much 
on Senator Wagner. I am afraid t~ut he is a bfoken reed. 

Soma of our friends in Now York sugecsted t:1.e na.l'!le of . 
Mr. Mark Eisner as likely to be helpful because of his influence 

. rn Democratic circles. · _I believe that you, Dr. Wise c.nd !~r. Eisner 
could well handle the matter of a Democratic plank. The less people 
:who will be drawn into this move of ours,. and the less publicity 
given to it, the better. Our Republican friends cautioned us 
ag&inst public agitation. We i'ollcwed tl1eir edvice and it was good 
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Mr. Shulman July 2, 1944 

advice. You will have in Clu.cc..::;o the sc.me ve-::y c1'ficicnt staff 
which I had during t he Republican Convention - :.:r . :.:ianson, 
r.ir. Leo Sack and Mr. Elihu St ono . 

You and Dr. Wise ought to ~rr~nge to be in Chicago 
during t he meetings of t ho Res;Jlutions Co::-.mi tteo, which usually 
t ake place two or three days befo:re the Convent::.on, and you 
ought to plan on remaining for the duration of the Convention . 
Nothins is sure. until final a ction is t~kcn and the Resolution 
is vo: ad on. I shall also be in Chica,:;o for .Jart of the title , 
but as you readily understand, behind tho scenes . Our office 
is making reservations for hotel acco::Jnodutions for all of us . 
Please keep me in touch, if necessary d~y by da.:r, of t he stops 
which you take in the matter. 

With _all good wishes, 1 rem.a.in 

Ver-J cordinlly yours , 

.AfIS:BK 

Dictated but not read by Dr. Si lver 

. ' •: ,·· ,. 
' •• · . . ·, 



The Honorable latbaniel L. Goldateill 
Attorney General State ot ••• York 
80 Centre Street 
law York, R•~• 

Jly' dear Friema 

July 2, 194' 

I did not haw a chance to aee you beEON I Wt 
Cb1oago to tell you how gratetul •• all are tor tblt · 
aplendid uaiataaca which 7011 rendered 1D Chicago 111 
connection with the Palestine pl•nk which wu 1Dtroduce4 
1n the platf Ol"II ot the l\epllblioaa Party. I w11l ma.lat 
an otticial npcrt to the Z1oa1at ._rgenoy Council 
next Monday at. wbioh U.. I will atreu your sip1ticaan 
contributiOD. I ban al.Ned¥ 1Nll84 a ,-111.ic statement 
1n praise of tM Ruolutian wbiall appaue4 in tbe 
Jewish Telegrapb.io ,'&enc,: Bull.etla ell llarah 29. jaothez, 
report• dfttW. 8f II'. ll&u• pra18'11& tile R8aoluU. amt 
the help which .)GU 411d Gowmor 1>ewe1 pva, qpeared 1a 
the Y1dd1ah prua. 

I ngretW, u I told you 1n Chicago, the 1Bolaeloa 
ot the last sentence 1D tbe Reeolution which oaafl.emned the 
PJ"eaident ao •ba.Jipq• Thia 1'orce4 t.h~ hand ot eOlle ot 
the Pre11d•t'• cloae f'rienda ill Zionist oirclea to Jump 
to h1a defense. lloffftr, th1a ia not a 'fflr7 p&ft matter. 

With all &oo4 riahee, I r..-in 

lloet oordiaU;y. youra, 

.lHSaBt 

P.S. I haft written to Governor Dewey t g h1a tor 
hie help. 
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July 6. 1944 

Dear Friend: 

Attached hereto is a copy of the ninutes 
of the meeting of the Executive Cornoittee of 
the United Palestine Appeal held on June 30, 1944. 

HM:fe 
Enc. 

Cordially yours, 

✓iJ,n.dJ~ 
Zi~olor 
Executive Director 

FOR THE DEFENSE AND UPBUILDING OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE 



CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
AT .BILTMORE HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY, .:nJNE 20, 1944 AT 12:15 P.M. 

PRESENT: Louis Lipsky presiding, Mendel N. Fisher, Abrahal!l Goodman, Harold J. 
Goldenberg, Israel Goldstein, James G. Heller, Irving Miller, Charles 
Ress, .Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Robert Silverman, Jacob Sincoff, Rudolf G. 
Sonneborn, Elihu D. Stone, David Wertheim, Stephen s. Wise. 

Mrs. Israel Goldstein, Leo .B. Kagan, Henry Montor, Martin Panzer, Martin 
Rosenbluth, Harry L. Shapiro, Meyer F. Steinglass. 

PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Chairman noted that the minutes of the meeting of June 6, 1944 bad 
been circulated. No corrections were suggested. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Mr. Montor recalled to the Committee that at its last meeting on June 6th, 
it was voted that the officers of the United Palestine Appeal be authorized to com­
municate with the President's War Relief Control .Board in accordance with a direc­
tive of that .Board that information must be made available to the welfare funds of 
the country that, out of the funds of the Keren He.yesod and Keren Kayemeth, $500,000 
is being made available for the period of a year to the American Zionist fuergency 
Council. The text of the letter to be submitted to the President's War Relief Con­
trol .Board was read on June 6th. With the exception of two votes, the letter was 
approved as read with certain minor changes. Those corrections, Mr. Mentor said, 
were incorporated in a letter wich was submitted on June 9th to Mr. Charles P. Taft, 
Acting Chairman of the Control .Board, with a covering letter from Dr. Heller. That 
letter is to be approved by the Control .Board in accordance with its own request, 
and subsequently is to be sent to all welfare funds and to all conmunities raising 
funds. He called attention to the following points which were the substance of the 
letter: (a) that it was in accordance with the approved policy of both the Keren 
Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth to include within their financing the purposes of the 
American Zionist :Ebergency Council and (b) that, in view of the fact that it was un­
desirable at this time to multiply the number of fund"raising efforts within the 
communities, it had been deoided that the Er:iergency Council should not conduct an 
additional campaign but that the money should come from the Keren Hayesod and Keren 
Keyemeth. 

Mr. Montor pointed out that on June 9th a letter was sent bf the American 
Zionist Emergency Council to all of its constituent agencies or emer&mcy cotlmittees 
throughout the country appealing for funds for a radio program. (Appendix A) Mr. 
Monter read the letter to the Committee and commented that, in view of the represen­
tations that have been made to the Control .Board and the representati~ns that are to 
be made to the welfare funds of the country, it is incongruous that money should 
come to the Emergency Council from the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth and the 
statement be made that this is essential so that no burden of fund-raising be placed 
on the Emergency Council. At the very same time communities will have before them 
requests for funds directly from the Emergency Council. Ha had no comment upon the 
program of the F.«nergency Council although he felt that the intention was very admir­
able • .But there is a special situation which faces the United Palestine Appeal: 
and that is the integrity and the accuracy of representations which it has made, on 
the one hand, to the President's War Relief Control Board and, on the other, to the 
welfare funds of the country. He felt that, in the same way as the UPA submitted 
to the officers of the ::Ehiergency Council the texts of the various letters that were 
being prepared and requested their cooperation in visiting the War Relief Control 



:Board, the Emergency Council should have consulted with the UPA before taking action 
of this kind. He suggested that the Emergency Council be asked to reconsider the 
action. 

Dr. Heller expressed regret that Dr. Silver was unable to attend this 
meeting. He agreed with all that Mr. Montor had said and read eY.cerpts from a copy 
of a letter that Dr. Silver had addressed to Mr. Lip3ky on the subject, this copy 
having been sent to him by Dr. Silver. (411■•••~ However, no~withstanding the 
representations in this letter, the letter that went to the emergency committees 
throughout the eountry did not sound them out, as Dr. Silva~ said was the decision 
of the Executive Committee of the Council, but definitely ~equested contributions. 
Before deciding that the uPA shou.l.d send its letter to t~e ~€lfare funds there was 
a full discussion, since there was indecision, Dr. Heller said, as to whether it 
was more advisable to do th:':.1:1 or for the •ergency C'ouncil to make its own e.ppeal. 
At that time Dr~ Silver himself said that it was impossible for the Council to make 
its own appeal as it had no a:ppa.ra tus for the purpose; it would mean the creation of 
a new staff, etc.; secondly, it would be objectionable to welfare fundsa These re­
marks were made by Dr. Silver, Dr. Heller declared, at the meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the UPA on June 6th, while the Emergency Council had already decided 
to do just the opposite at a meeting on June 5th. The:-efore9 Dr. Heller could not 
understand the entire proeedu:re and aaked the Executive Com.~ittee of the UPA to act 
decisively on the matter. Dr. Heller recalled that as soon as the first meeting 
with the War Relief Control Board was · scheduled, he aske~ Dr. Silver whether he did 
not wish the Council to be·represented at the meeting, and Dr. Silver replied that 
they had no interest in the matter whatsoever. However. Rabbi Feuer did represent 
the Council at that meeting. Since the UPA letter to the welfare funds states that 
the Jlinergency Oeuneil did not•wish to ·make -any·appeal of its own, it will be nee.,. 
essary, unless the Council rescinds its appeal, Dr. Heller said, for the UPA to con­
tact the Control Board and advise it that the letter sent it for approval is not to 
be considered~ sinee it no longer represents the facts. 

Dr. Wise commented that a number of- the members px-esent ·at the mee~ing •of 
the Exeeutive -COomi ttee on June ·5th .had also attended the meeting of the Eoergency 
Council and therefore were acquainted with the facts. He declared that as far as 
he knew, D!-. Silver was authorized. only to ~xplore the situation and that was the 
d~cisiou of the Emergency Council. However, he said. Dro Silver felt that the mat­
t er of the raii.io progre.n was an e!:lerge!:u.:y, and if time we:t.•e expended .in writing to 
the ccmr:ro.nities, awaiting th9ir replies and then taking the Patter vp with the UPA, 
it would be too late to do ar.ythiug in the matter, since the program must start by 
the oiddle of .Augu.~to He felt that at this time $100 9000 was more or less a neglig­
ible amount as compared with total collections, and therefore did not feel that this 
appeal should be taken too sel'fously. 

Mr. Shapiro advised that the F«nergeney Council itself will contribute 
$25,000, and that $23,000 in pledges had already been received. 

Mr. Kagan stated that he was attending the meeting as a representative of 
the Lawyers Committee, headed by Mr. Mark Eisner, which had d~S:.t with the tax ex­
empt status of the UPA. Mr. Eisner regretted his inability to be present, but had 
a.3ked M:r. Xr-.ga~ to present his views. He could only give an opinLrn, Mr. Kagan 
sa~d» with reg9Xd to the tc:.x phase of the matter. It was very rei:9"ettable, he fel~ 
that -~he le tte:r was sent o·,.:,t 'by Dr·u Silver. It was the opin:lon of ?-~r~ Eisner and 
him~slf that the lette~ from t~e tax point of view is da.magi;,g to tha ta~ status of 
contrlbutions to the UPA. Howe~er, this being a fait accompli nothing could b3 done 
El.bout it. They therefore suggested that the col!lI!luni ties which hc.ve already contri"b­
u~ed be asked to give permission to the :Emergency Council to transnit the funds for 



this· special purpose to the United Palestine Appeal: and then the latter could in 
turn give the funds to the Fmergency Council. They suggest. he said, that Dr. the'e 
Silver now write a letter to the various col!lI:lunities asking permission to transmit 
funds to the UPA. Thia would meet the situation in regard to the tax status. Mr. 
Kagan said. He stressed the fact tllat the tax status is not a simple matter. He 
expressed surprise that the various Zionist organizations do not have standing law­
yers committees. He suggested that ~ach agency have such a committee not only for 
advice on legal questions but on a number of related matters. 

Mr. Shapiro stated that Dr. Silver was asked at the meeting of the Emel'­
gency Council on June 5th to explore t~ financial possibilities of carrying on the 
radio program. It was suggested that there might be commercial sponsors or that 
the F.nergency Council might approach ite. col!ll!lunity ex>ntacts committees. It might 
also go to the Zionist bodies. since the money that was required for this program • 
was not included in the budget. He declared that one cannot go to a coIDI!lunity and 
explore - one riust ask for funds. HowevQr, he declared. no appeal was made to any 
welfare funds and no community was asked to hold a campaign. Only small sums were 
requested, he said. 

Dr. Goldstein, who was present at the meeting of the &ergency Council on 
June 5th, stated that he understood that no definitive step was to be taken until 
the matter came back to the Emergency Council with all the information available on 
the basis of the exploration. Many things were involved, he said. For example, 
some of those who were present at the meetin& on June 5th were aware of the fact 
that the ZOA had for months been preparin& a radio program along similar lines to 
those of the Emergency Council. The Executive CoI!lI:littee of the ZO. sanctioned the 
program at a meeting six weeks ago, and six or seven programs have already been re­
corded. He said he ~entioned these facts to Dr. Silver, who said that there would 
be no conflict, since the '!AJA would not be ready to start its program before the 
Fall, by which time the Emergency Council Is program would be finished. However, 
Dr. Goldstein said, the ~inutes of the :Emergency Council state very specifically 
that there was no authorization to do anything beyond exploring and bringi~ back a 
report. He felt that the fact tbat the Ai!ieri can Zionist liaergency Council is an 
emergency committee does not give it the authority to follow procedures differen\ 
from the usual, and therefore the action ta.ken by the Eoergency Council was not war­
ranted. He felt that the pril!lary obligation of the UPA wae to the President's War 
Relief Control Board, although, if it could be demonstrated how that obligation 
could be met and at the same time pemit the J!hergency Council to make its appeal, 
there would still be the necessity of considering the advisability of both the Z0.1 
and the Council soliciting funds for similar purposes. 

Judge Rosenblatt felt that the most serious question was the one of the 
tax status. Unfortunately, he aaid, Mr. Kagan1s suggestion could not be followed. 
The money cannot be turned over to the UPA because the UPA in turn would be com­
pelled to transmit it to the UJA. 

Mr. Wertheim said that he ex>uld not understand why the whole subject was 
bein& discussed with such excitement. He did not feel that anything wrong had been 
done. The subject was being distorted out of all proportion. He could not under­
stand why Mr. Montor seemed to feel so keenly on the subject. He doubted whether 
Mr. Montor would have felt the same way when he was connected with the F.mergency 
Council seven months ago. ~pa.rently Mr. Montor was not ta.kin& into account the 
fact that the Zionists all over the country were deeply atirred, and wanted to do 
something in relation to the Palestine situation. The Emergency Council 1s request 
for supplementary :f'u.nds would be welcomed. He felt sure that there would be a fine 
response to it. No one would be hurt. As fa.r as he was concerned, there was actu­
ally nothing before the Executive Committee of the United Palestine .Appeal for 
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action. In effect, the Emergency Council was not even asking for money. What was 
being suggested was that local comm.uni ties arrange their own programs and tine.nee 
them. Surely no one could interfere with local autonomy if there was a desire in 
the communities to do something about furthering the Zionist political aims at this 
time. 

Mr. Montor asserted that the issue facing the Executive Committee is the 
integrity of its membership. It was true that the name of Dr. James G. Heller was 
signed to the ietter to go to the welfare funds which had been submitted to the War 
Relief Control l3oard. Actually every officer of the United Palestine Appeal was 
equally responsible with hin for the accuracy of the statements contained in that 
letter. He did not understand the level of the discussion in the Executive Commit­
tee. It was being made to appear that if the Emergency Council only got a little 
bit of money, then its action was perfectly proper. The principle apparently did 
not count. As to Mr. Wertheim 1s observations of a personal nature, he thought he 
ought to remind Mr. Wertheil!l that when Mr. Montor was Executive Director of the h­
ergeney Council he had taken the position that Mr. Wertheim was advocating, but &P­
parently few people shared it. He had the conviction that .American Zionists were 
deeply stirred about the Palestine situation and really wanted to do something 
about it. He had proposed - and it was unanimously agreed by the members of the 
Finance Committee of the llmergency Council - that the Emergency Council should not 
get its funds through the UPA agencies but should conduct a cal!Ip8.ign of its own. 
He felt that American Zionists were prepared for it. However, the Emergency Council 
turned down the proposal that he had urged. It was also being asserted that the 
Emergency Council 1s action was of an emergency character, and time oould not be 
taken for further organizational discussion. He wanted to remind Mr. Wertheim that 
as far back as October 18, 1943, Mr. Montor had proposed a budget of $604,500 for 
the Emergency Council that included $75,000 for a radio program. Apparently, ther&­
fore, he had thought about a radio program and it had been provided for in the bud­
get, but the budget was slashed. It seemed to him, therefore, that it ill became 
Mr. Wertheim to discuss Mr. Montor 1s views on the basis of the record. Mr. Montor 
was not taking issue at all with the type of work which the lmergency Council want­
ed to do. On the contrary, he felt that the »nergency Council baa been doing an 
excellent job and should be enabled to continue to function in every sphere. But 
there was a question as to how it should be financed. The War Relief Control l3oard 
is being told that the money is coming from the Keren liqesod and the Keren Kayemeth. 
He did not think it proper that at the very same time the Emergency Council should 
go right back to the communities and raise additional funds, while the welfare funds 
were being told that the l!mergency Council would conduct no campaign. If a radio 
program was desirable, then by all means the money should be obtained for it, but 
he felt that the proper place to go is to the Keren ~esod and Keren Lcyemeth which 
financed the rest of the Emergency Council's activities. 

Mr. Sincoff agreed with the viewpoint of Mr. Montor. He suggested that 
the money that had already been raised by the Emergency Council in this effort 
should be returned to the cocmunities with an explanation of the situe.tion. He pro­
posed that funds for the radio program should be applied for by the libergeney Coun­
cil to the Keren ~esod and Keren Kayemeth. 

The Chairman felt that no action should be taken in haste. It was true 
that a resolution could be passed which would embarrass the Emergency Council. He 
did not think that any purpose could be served thereby. An attempt was being made 
to raise a modest sum of money. j, aase might be made out that a serious error had 
been made, but, after all, in the letter that had been sent to the President's War 
Relief Control l3oard the intention was to indicate that there was no plan to appeal 
to the welfare funds. What the lbergency Council was trying to do at the present 



tioe was to obtain s!!lal.l sums from a limited group of people and not in any way to 
engage in a national campaign. These facts should be taken into consideration. He 
felt that a reasonable explanation could be offered to the War Relief Control :Board 
if necessary, and to the communities. He felt that the only proper thing for the 
Executive Committee of the United Palestine .Appeal \o do at this time, since action 
had already been taken, was to diecuBS with the •ergency Council what it was felt 
proper or ioproper to do in the future.. Ke did not think that any special action 
was called for on what had already been done by the l!bergency Council. 

Dr. Heller called attention to the fact that the letter that went out to 
the emergency coiilI!littees did not ask for $751000, but for $100,000. He said that 
the quotas that were assigned to the varioue emergency committees ware on the basis 
of $150,000. Every appeal of this kind, he said, ult5'?l&tely reaches welfare funds. 

Rabbi Miller wes of the opinion that veey little ha.rm would be done by 
the issuance of Dr. Silver's letter, since other organizations and causes were con­
tinually asking individuals for small sums. However, he felt that the difficulty 
would be overcome if Dr. Silver would unAertake to write to P.11 coI!ll:luni•~ies, which 
have received his lettar, the following: •z call attention very ~~ecifically to 
this fact: that no approach must be made to thu welfare fund a%).d. ~-o caopaign oust 
be carried on in the community, but this small f>um of noney muet 1,l't raised by you 
aI!lOng your own friends in a scall circle~. 

Dr. Wise felt that no purpose would be served by any criticism of the h­
erg9ncy Council. Action had been taken to ceet an emergency s1tUJ:i-t.1on, ;:nd certain­
ly there was no ill in',ention. It was quite p-:-oper to suggest to -~he E .. 1C:rgency 
Council, if the Executive Ool!lillittee wished to clo so, that in the f.;.ture :'.'unds should 
be reques ~ed from the Keren liqesod and Koren Kayemeth if 1 t appe~~r9d tlht the mone7 
at the disposal of the Dnergency Council were not sufficient to c·1.rry out the pro-. 
gram. Dr. Wise submitted a motion to that effect. T'~is motion was elaborated upon · 
during the subs r> quent discussion. 

Dr. Heller was of the view that a sup?lementar:, explanation should be 
sent to the War Relief Control :Board to forestr~l any questions. 

Mr. Mentor felt that special refereni::e should be made to the E::dsting sit­
uation whereby the Keren ~esod and Keren Kay,meth provide the fur.de. : ;:e thought 
it possible that at some future time the Emergt~r.cy Council would wish· to go direct­
ly to the cocmunities for its resources. 

The Chaircan, commenting on the necesl:lity of informing the War Relief Con­
trol Board of a new development, suggested that the situation be watched and that 
such action be taken as might eventually be found desirable in the interests of the 
United Palestincl tppeal. 

Dr. Wi rn 1s suggestion was put in the form of a motion; it was seconded 
and c::..cried, and read as fallows: 

The :r.-~ecutive Committee of the United Pa:testine Appeal, having heard a 
repo-.·~ on an appeal addrossed to communities b7 the American Zionist 
:Emerg:ncy Council for additional funds and having in mind the represen­
tationJ already made by the United Palestine Appeal to the Pres1dent 1s 
War Relief Control :Board with regard to the source from which the Amer­
:i.can Zionist Emergency Council receives its funds: 



(l) earnestly requests that so long as the Keren Hayesod and Keren 
Xayemeth, constituent agencies of the United Palestine Appeal, continue 
to be the source of support of the klerican Zionist Fmergency Council, 
the Council should address requests for fu.nds only to the Keren Hayesod 
and Keren Kayemeth and should not, as long a.s that position remains, en­
deavor to raise funds through other sources; 

(2) suggests to the American Zionist »nergency Council that a com­
munication be promptly addressed to all those who received original re­
quest for funds, emphasizing that no campaigns are to be conducted with­
in the community and that no applications are to be made to welfare funds; 
ll.nd also that this solicitation should be terminated pro~ptly; 

(3) asks that a joint committee representing the Al:lerican Zionist 
Fmergency Council and the United Palestine .Appeal should meet as prompt­
ly as possible to resolve the problems a.rising out of this situation. 

Messrs. Wel!theim and Stone urged that no letter be sent to the War Relief 
Control Board advising of the new situation. Mro Stone felt that if any question 
were raised, a proper answer could subsequently be given. 

LEA.n-UE FOR :RELIGIOUS LA130R IN PALESTINE 

Dr. Heller recalled to the Committee that there had been protracted dis­
cussions between the United Palestine Appeal and the League for Religiouo Labor in 
Palestine, the former contending that the League was not warranted in ho:ding a 
c~npaign for funds in the United States. Several conferences were held and finally 
the League agreed to send the UPA a letter explaining how its money was used. It 
contended that the largest part of its money did not go to the Hapoel Hamizrachi, 
which is a 40% beneficiary in the $250,000 grant to the Mizrachi Palestine :B\md for 
1944. A statement provided by the League for Religious Labor as to how its funds 
were expended in Palestine did not, in Dr. Heller's view, disclose any new facts. 
It would appear that the Ha.poel Hamizrachi was actually the chief beneficiary of 
such additional funds as the League made available. At a meeting on June 6th the 
representatives of the League for Religious Labor had a.gain met with Dr. Heller and 
with Mr. Montor and had requested permission to appear before the Administrative 
.Committee of the United Palestine Appeal to ask for reconsideration. Dr. Heller 
pointed out that the Administrative Committee had already a.greed that a statement 
should be issued to the country advising the communities that no appeal for funds 
by the League is warranted. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that all the facts involving the 
League for Religious Labor in Palestine had been adequately consid­
ered and that no purpose would be served by further representations 
to the Administrative Comnittee of the United Palestine Appeal by 
representatives of the League. It was confirmed that a statement 
should be issued to the coi:mnmities advising that a campaign. by the 
League for Religious Labor in Palestine is not warranted in view of 
the fact that funds for these same purposes are provided by the United 
Palestine Appeal in the grant to the Mizrachi Palestine Fund. 

NATIONAL BUDGETING 

Mr_ Goldenberg reported on a meeting held on June 12th, 1944 to discuss 
the attitude of the United Palestine Appeal on national budgeting. (Appendix··e) • 



Following a discussion~ motion was ma.de and carried that the statement 
on National Budgeting be referred to the Administrative Committee of 
the UPA for a full discussion of the entire proble~. 

INDEPENDENT JEWISH PRESS SERVICE 

Mr. Goodma.n stated that a letter had been ad.dressed by Dr. Silver and him­
self, as Co-Chairmen of the Independent Jewish Press Service, requesting the United 
Palestine Appeal to make available a sum of $1,000 to the Preas Service. The letter 
had been addressed to Dr. Heller who .had not yet had an opportunity of reading it 
since it had just been forwarded the previous~ 

During a discussion Mr. Fisher stated that an effort was being made to es­
tablish an Advisory Council of the Independent Jewish Press Sel"9'1ce, in which the 
various institutions would be represented. 

In response to Dr. Heller's question, the Chairoan stated that application 
for funds for the Independent Jewish Press Service were now being addressed towel­
fare funds. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that $1,000 be appropriated to the 
Independent Jewish Press Service. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:50 P. M. 

Subr:iitted by Florence EHelberg 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST :EMEB.GENCY OOUNCIL 

342 Madison Avenue 
New York, 17, New York 

APPENDIX A 

Chairman of Executive Committee 
Dr. A?ba Hillel Silver 

June 9, 1944 

SENT TO CH.AIRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEES 

As Allied armies push forward to victory in Europe, a decision on the future 
of the Jewish National Home is brought closer. Historic pronouncements may be made 
before too many months have passed, and it is, therefore, imperative that we accel­
erate our propaganda activity. Beginning with the late summer and continuing 
through the fall, we must carry out the most intensive educational campaign in the 
history of the Zionist movement. 

In our forthcoming drive we plan to employ the different media of propaganda 
and information as never before. We intend to use the radio extensively in our 
work for the first time, and a series of prograns to be broadcast coast-to-coast 
is now being prepared. 

For thirteen successive weeks America will hear our case presented by the 
countrt's outstanding public figures and artists, both Jewish and non-Jewish, over 
more than 100 radio stations. One of these stations will be in or near your city, 
and the people of your coru:1Unity will thus be provided with a systematic and inter­
estingly-presented campaign of education on Palestine and Zionism. 

When the budget of the American Zionist lmergency Council was formulated, no 
provision was made for such a program, the cost of which will be in excess of · 
$100,000. While it is not the policy of the Emergency Council to call on any com­
munity for financial help, I a:i, nevertheless, turning to you with the extraordinary 
request that you, with the cooperation of the Zionist groups in your community, 
raise the sum of$ for this essential project. This amount should be collec-
ted by July 15. 

I am deeply grateful to you for the cooperation which you and your associates 
have given to the Zionist movement in these critical times. 

May I hear from you within the next two weeks, so that we may complete the 
necessary arrangements and launch our radio project as speedily as possible. 

Very cordially yours, 

(signed) 
Abba Hillel Silver 

A.HS:HH 
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,APPENDIX~ 

MIMUTE OF A MEETING TO DISCUSS THE U. P. A, ATTITUDE ON NATIONAL :BUDGETING 

Monday, June 12, 1944, Biltmore Hotel, 12:30 P.M. 

PRESEtiT: Harold J, Goldenberg, MinneapOl:!s 1 presiding, Chairman of a sub-coz:unittee 
of the United Palestine Appeal, and Louis Lipsky and Rudolf G, Sonneborn, 
Menbers of the conmittee, Also: Henry Monter and Robert Silverman. 

In accordance with the action taken by the Administrative Committee of the 
United Palestine Appeal, Dr. Heller had appointed a sub-committee of three to ex­
plore further the question of national budgeting, which is now being reconsidered 
by the Board of Directors of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds. 
The committee is to submit to the Administrative CoI!l?!littee its view of the attit­
ude which the United Palestine Appeal should take toward the problem, 

It was pointed out that in 1942 a compromise agreement was reached on the sub­
ject of national budgeting. It barred introduction by the Council of national bud­
geting for three years. That agreement expires January 1, 1945. The Council then 
hopes to introduce national budgeting in some forn. 

The question arose whether, as was the case three years ago, the United Pales­
tine Appeal should oppose national budgeting. The opinion was in the negative. 

However, the United Palestine Appeal should state its position on the subject 
when it meets with Mr. Jacob Blaustein, chairman of the sub-committee of the Board 
of Directors of the Council dealing with budget research. Mr, Blaustein has been 
authorized by the Board to consult with national agencies as well as member agencies 
of the Council • 

.Uso the u. P.A. should clarify its position to the country by publicizing the 
attitude it will adopt, for the benefit of leaders in welfare funds who, three years 
ago, joined with the u. P.A. in opposing national budgeting. The reasons should be 
given for the change in attitude of the U. P.A. It should be pointed out that the 
more sympathetic attitude of the U, P. A, is based on certain conditions, as out­
lined below. 

Following an extended discussion, in which the consensus was that some form of 
national budgeting seems inevitable, a series of proposals was fornulated as the 
basis for the U. P.A. thinking on the subject. 

(l) The establishment of some form of budgeting procedure is in itself COilI!lend­
able. 

(2) To attenpt to introduce budgeting in all its ioplications at this time 
would. be inappropriate. It is a period of change, when the fixing of . permanent 
standards is icrpossible. 

(3) For the present, a makeshift systea of budgeting should be adopted. In 
view of the oore or less stable situation there, the home front servicoo should be 
the first to which the budgeting procedure should be applied. The hone front 
agencies are not faced with the sane chaotic conditions as apply overseas. 

(4) Inasmuch as the United Palestine Appeal (and Joint Distribution Oor:unittee) 
is affected by so many changeable factors at this time, it (and the J.D.C.) and the 
United Jewish Appeal (including its various agencies) should be excluded from the 
consideration of the budgeting process for two years. 



• (5) The budgeting precess to be established might take into consideration these 
suggest ions: 

(a) No attempt should be made to pass judgnent on ideologies. 

( b) A budgeting cor.mii t tee should be set up for a three-year term, with 
one-third of the nUI!lber being replaced each year. 

(c) The conmittee should consist of at least twenty-five raembers to be 
selected as follows: (1) Each Region of the Council should be entitled to two 
representatives; (2) There shall be one representative each of the United Palestine 
Appeal .. and the Joint Distribution Committee, these being the two bodies with the 
oost general appeal to the coODunity; the other nenbers shall be selected at large. 

Additional suggestions emerged out of the discussions: 

(1) The Committee on National Budgeting of the U.P.A. should be transformed 
into a Oonmittee on Contact with Welfare Funds. It is recognized that the Welfare 
funds will have increasing influence. The interest of friends of Palestine should 
be maintained. 

(2) Representatives of sone 15 or 20 comnunities night be called together to 
discuss national budgeti:1g and the particular attitude toward it of the u. P.A. 

(3) Cooperation should be extended to ensure a broadening denocratic character 
for the National Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds: through partici­
pation in Regional oeeti.ngs as well as local welfare funds; and through interest in 
the composition of the Board of Directors of the Council. 

... 



TELEPHONE ADAMS 9215 

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CoMMITTEE 
.X'JqX~lQ 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

HARRISON E. SPANGLER 

East 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

~~mi( 

~ 

45 East 45th Street 
New York City 
July 7, 1944 

I want to extend to you not onJ_y the thanks of 

the Republican Party but my sincere personal thanks as well 

for your pa.rt in the aepublican National Convention. You 

added a great deal to its del.ib.erations. 

If there was ever a tim.e when the country as a 

wnole, and we, as a political party, needed Divine Guidance 

it is now and I hope we may have your continued prayers. 

hes.ew 

Sincerely yours, 

__,/j _,,,f C "4 ? A ~ c _, 

Bax ison E. Spangler 
General c7unsel 
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• ll(ESS [(ELEASE from . 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associ;ted Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of Ameri~a • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue ~1;, Ne~ York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 
ch 'J 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LOUISIANA IS NINETEENTH STATE TO URGE 

UNRESTRICa1ED JE1USH IMMIGR.A.T ION INTO PALESTINE 

JOINS IN illlMAND FOR JEWISH COMMOlnVEALTR 

New York - Louisiana is the nineteenth state to demand that the gates of 

Palestine be opened for the «unrestricted entry and settlement of J ewish refugees, 

and to their unrestricted rights as promised in the Balfour Declaration," it was 

announced today by the American Zionist Emergency Council, which is leading the 

drive to repeal the British White Paper of 1939 and to reconstitute Palestine as 

a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

The Council disclosed that the House of Representatives of the Louisiana 

Legislature has unanimously adopted a resolution declaring that 11 in pursuance of 

the underlying intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration, and ~f the aolemn 

compact between the Governments of the United States and His Majesty's Government, 

there be established such political, economic and administrative conditions as 

will insure the development of Palestine into a self-governing Commonwealth► which 

shall be an integral part of n new democratic world order in accordance with the 

principles for which we now fight. 11 

Similar resolutions have been pnssed by the states of Alabama, California , 

Colorado, Connecticut. Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, 

Missouri, New Jersey. New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, 

Virginia and Washington. 

(more) 
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The text of the Louisiana resolution follows: 

"WHEREAS, on November 2, 1917, the Government of Great Britain issued the 

Balfour Declaration, promising the estR.blishment in Palestine of r.:. National H0 me 

for the Jewish people; and 

11 \v'HEREAS, the policy thus outlined was concurred in by unanimous vote of 

the two Houses of the Congress of the United States in a. joint resolution adopted 

June 30, 1922, and implemented by the .Anglo-American Treaty of December 3, 1924, 

wherein the Governments of the United States and of Great Britain, respectively, 

contracted and agreed for the putting into effect of the 

1declaration originally made on the '2nd November, 1917, by the 
Government of His Britannic Majesty, and adopted by the snid 
Powers~ in favour of the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood that 
nothing should be done which might prejudice the civil tmd 
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Pnlcstine, 
or tho rights nnd political status enjoyed by Jews in nny othnr 
country; 1 

11 \iHEREAS, the sufferings of the Jews in Europe under the heel of the Nazis 

cry out to the enlightened conscience of the United Nations, and the need for the 

full implementation of the promise of a Homeland of their own for the stricken and 

persecuted Jewish masses has become not merely a matter of justice but a dire 

necessity; now, therefore, 

11 RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the Legislature of the State 

of Louisiana that it express its profound sympathy to the victims of Uazi · religious 

persecu~ion and racial hatred; nnd 

"BE IT FURTHER RESOLV-BD that we respectfully urge that the gates of Pa.lestine 

be o~ened for the unrestricted entry and settlement of Jewish refugees, nnd to their 

unrestricted rights as promised in the Balfour Declaration; and that in pursunnce 

of the underlying intent and purpose of the Balfour Declo.ration, and of the solemn 

compnct between the Governments of the United States and His Majesty's Government, 

there be established such political, economic, nnd administrative conditions as 

will insure the development of Palestine into a self-governing Commonwealth, which 

(more) 



- 3 -

shall b~ an integral pnrt of a new democratic world order in accordance with the 

principles for which we now fight; and 

11 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thn t this res.olut ion be spreA.d upon the records of 

this House, nnd the Clerk of the House be and he is hereby directed to send copies 

ther eof to tho President of the United States and to the Secret11ry of Stnte, and 

to the two Senc.tors from Louisinna vnd to each of the Repres entatives of Louisiana 

in tho National House of Roprcsentativos. 11 

--30-

#=87 - 7/10/44 



Pa g_e Two . 7.11.44 . 

(a) I believe that you ought to set up a power~~l Committee 
to promote - if possible with Goverxllll9nt help - Lowdermilk1 s plah, 
or som~tning very like it. If this plan is apo~ored by the Pre­
sident, it mi ght ead ly become an important instrument which would 
help us to avoid partition, because it is so obvious that both Jews 
and Ara.be would benefit by it, and t hat it w uld serve as a model 
for the development of the whole of the Middle Fast . and thus estab-
l i sh 0 1.. r olailn to consideration even in the eyes of those who aro 
at present opposed to ~s. 

It n&y be t at on my return from Pal.es i ne 1 should come 
over c.rtd s ee you a.11, but of 00ur9e t :-:at r.mst be left for the 1uture 
to cc ide, and for J O' to thi -11-:: ove r in the meantime. I am also 
toyill£ i th ' h i ca of going t o see Smuts. if I can possibly manage 
i t, and if my health penH· s. 

X)<\ in tl:e a ctual s11E=,pin' of• i~re r-·o-th-e ~ ... e American 

!:Jut t a m d\.;~""J.7.io..;.r. t 1,n t so~cal sign s hould be , 1 F,i vc · / t e o." · Go~ t.·~,n~wi lling t o ta ::e a. hand 

su? r t is ~er 1 platonic, and tre " r i t i sh have s ofils o~cuse for 
~tra'.f the ri ce.us are r eady enouirh t o criticise, but do not 

r .nt t o help. 

I was oo mucl: impre ss d by ,..,hat l hea_ yes te rday that 
_ anx ious ',O put t o you with all the strength at my command my 
co n fot: on h11t t "l l ::; ic th on}.y line l ead i nr; to success, namely: 

_xj( (a) 

( b ) 

X/ 

To secu e t 11o - ct ive _?articipation of America , and 

To wo r k out a :_~rea:t prac tical pro ject on Lmvdermill:: 1 s 
lines, with the a ssistance and participati on of Lowder­
mi l t h!.ffi'( l f , E".'~. 0f otl r vraat t\r;;ericun 0.1 t oritie e 
in this fi ~l ~- If s~r~ r· 4 2rt · e r e tc be Jresen­
t 0d W'!d - 'I" Prez i. c~» · J. ::t 1r. :ii.-i e s , a ~ , .J.tl. _;1ve u s an 
unanswo b l e cs ~e . 

ell , I ha,.-o in<'!.icn.ted a line o .. ~ction . We on ot r side 
s all d o s._ l ve ca~ n·e 11 l n P lcs t i e , a nd .. am confi don~.; t at 
in +, o next s · --: mrm'-hs • cun s , r ,)f r e the g;r ou · as to ej,surc 
SUCC 8 " S • 

The no..,· High ; omui s '> i o '1.F r , T,o r d Gort. went out a fer, days · 
/ago 
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j 

ago, and, as t he Prtme Minis ter mentioned, he is fully informed of 
the stand whi o he P •• himself is taking in t hese matters. I 
believe Lord Gort- to be benevolently dis oscd , coura eous, honour­
able, &.nd ,n _·rout rej ices : I' bsli ve we shall b e able to wor}c 
~ith im. The Prime Minister urged me most strongly to keep in 
clos e to·c 1.0;ith Lord Gort while I am in Palestine . The P.M. is 
na tu_ lly much worri ed by t. e t errorist outbreaks. I did ruy best 
t o explain, but as ou will u.!'.d.e!"stsnd, it was none too easy. 

x./ Do pl ease r 0ner.1.ber ab o..it Bar t ch, e.ni:! t c ot e r'"' of ½.is 
C'l'!.tc- cr : . I run sure 'fr . tor ~enthau ooul~ help a gr eat · ea'l. 

" . 
· •is~,in t.. yo· 11 ever y -:_,oo. luc!: i n yo l r work, a.:1d ,vith 

ind. r emrds "rn n.11 fr i ds., I r em,<\~n 

Affect i telylllt; 
• 

j 

. . 
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. American Jewisl, Trade Union Committee lor Palestine 
Room 2500 • 

MUrray Hill 3-1881 

245 Fifth Avenue 

New York 16, N. Y. 

AMERICAN LABOR 1S ATTITUDE TOWARD PALESTINE 

by 

VINCENT J. MURPHY 
MAYOR, NEWARK, N. J. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SECRETARY-TREASURER NEW JERSEY STATE FEDERATION 
OF LABOR, A.F. OF L. 

The recent organization of a nation-wide committee of trade union leaders, 

Galling itself the .American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine, brings 

sharply into focus the attitude which organized labor in Junerica has long enter­

tained toward Palestine. 

This attitude is not based solely on moral or humanitarian grounds, although 

a very strong case may be made for it along these lines. Certainly moral justice 

demands that the doors of Palestine be opened to the unrestricted en try of the 

harried and homeless refugee Jews who have suffered untold and untellable hardships 

since tho advent of tho Hitler regime in Germany and Europe. No one can read about 

the terror through which they hnvc lived, or about the millions whose lives hav0 

been cruelly snuffed out, without wanting to shout a demand for a place of refuge 

for these helpless people. 

They were promised that place. The Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the 

British Mandate of 1922, baeked by the pledged word of the civilized nations of the 

world, were that promise. To close the doors of Palestine at a time when they 

represent perhaps the only safe and constructive refuge is not only immoral but 

inhuman. 
(more) 
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Yet these are not the only grounds for .American labor•s insistence on the 

keeping of the pledge. There is also the feeling of close unity between organized 

labor in .America and the labor IOOvement in Palestine. For it is with deep admira­

tion and respect that all thinlq.ng labor leaders view the a£'hievemen ts of tho 

organized Jewish workers of Palestine. 

No nati~n in the world has made such magnificent progress in so short a 

time as have the Jews in Palestine. Sv1amps, wasteloods, borron rocks and soil have 

been given life, and from their newly-created fertility life has been drawn to 

feed ond clothe and house 600 1000 Jewish men, women ond children. It is indeed a 

miracle, but it took the toil wd sweat and blood of labor pioneers to accomplish 

it. 

Palestine Is General Federation of Jewish Labor hn.s o. record of public 

service "hich is unequaled anywhere in the world. It has earned the enviable 

position which it }:lolds in the world of labor. _ It has been the spark plug in the 

struggle to redeem the wasteland, to build the factories and the cities which are 

today producing so many of the products which rooet the needs of the Al.lied Forces 

in the Near East. 

It is because these things are not gener:::i.lly knom that the organization 

of the American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Pnlestine takes on such great 

impo~t.. It is the responsi_bili ty of this Cammi ttee to bring to the attention of 

organize4 labor the facts about Palestine and the background of the struggle to 

c~eat_c t_here a free &ld democratic J0whh. Coilllrom-:eal th., To the few millions who 

have escaped the ghastly slaughter of tho innocents whieh has mnrked Hitler's war, 

~alest~ne represents not only a refuge but a divine hope.. It represents the only 

spot on eal:th in which the refugee Jow ~ build a new future for himself, for his 

children,. and for his people._ Only here CDn he build with relative sccuri ty for 

hi_s future ond for the future of tho generations to follow. Only the zeal and 

devotion which the Jewish pioneers manifested in Palestine could have built the 

wondrous things which have been accomplished in so few years in Jewish Palestine. 

( roore) 
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With the establishment of the American Jewish Trade Union Committee for 

Palestine, American labor has created a voice through which to herald these achiovo­

ments, not only to Americans, but to thinking people the world over. That the 

Committee is doing this with marked success is indicated by the large numbers of 

trade union leaders who have joined its ranks • .Among its sponsors are the presi­

dents of the .American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organiza­

tions, William Green and Philip Murray, who serve in the capacity of Honorary 

Chairmen. Honorary Vice-Chairmen include Irviug AbramsC'n, State Chairman, c. r.o. 

Industrial Council of New Jersey, James B. Carey, Secretary-Treasurer, Congress cf 

Industrial Orgenizations; William Collins, Now York State Represento.tive, Americen 

Fedoraticn of Lo.bar; Edward Flore, Vice-President, .American Federation of Labor; 

George M. Harrison, Grand President, Brotherhood of Railway and Steamship Clerks; 

James McDavitt, President, Pennsylvania State Federation of Labor1 George Meany, 

Secretary-Treasurer, A.zoorican Federation of Labori Thomas l.urray, President, New 

York state Federation of Labor; Thomas Murtha, President, New York City Central 

Trades and Labor Council t R •. J. Thomas, International President, United. Automobile 

Workers, c.r.o., Mathew Woll, Vice-President, American Federation of Labor. The 

present writer, too, is one of those who ho.a noceptod service on this Committee, 

o.nd who feels that through such constructive work groat headway cnn be made to--.-ni.rds 

better understanding and uider tolernnco among all people. 

-30--
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IP9 to Ale IJU MmBPtX, ,rp1y 16. 11M 

It wOlll4 be a gN&t blunder to ha-nt a debate• the Paleatiu pluk 
betore the le10lu'1cma CollllittN. 

1) Publio atteDUcn will certa11117 be dft1la to it by \ha pre••• 
It w111 draaatiN the abarp diviaioD aacmg the J- ot Alla1 GD the aubJen 
ot Paleatille. It will gift the llinor1ty an iaportant aomd112g boa1"d which it 
craTea. 

2) Aa a ruult ot pNU reporte our opJ011lticm throughout the a-.t17 
may be atJ.rNd into act1aa and will nooc1 lloOond.ok am hi• oomaittee th 
telegreu agaiut the reaolut1cm. 

a) ID order to ■ati.817 the oppoa1t1cm u4 to aat1af7 eY..,_. the 
reeolut1on■ eammittN will. be illolJ.ud to pua a ·whittlecl don and washed oat 
Pale■Une plank whioh would be acceptable to ueric Jniah CClllld.ttee and to 
the Aaericaa OounoU tor J'~d.a, the JdDd of a plaak whioh,traa _what baa be• 
reported, 1a 1D the aiDl ot llr. belll&ll. 

,) It wu a ai■tue to have uked tor AL hearJ.nc betore the oomittee. 
It ia not too late to wi"thdra• the ft<lUHt ea.,..1,1,G,WIJI U Luarca•• reqaeat 
•• baaed cm th• &allUltptiOD that our aide •WI a hearing before the 
coaaittH. 

&) llcC01'111ck ab.Ollld be,._ a onoe, • Um explaiDed to hill, 
and he should be urpd to 4d labbl Lall&l"Oll a e11oe that 1Daauoh u the 
Zlom.ata will not be heaN 1'.y. hi.a ocad.ttee, ~ u 110 ocoa.d.aa tor the 
aat1-Z1CID1ata to be b.Ml"4 !Ida •hould alao be cq,1a1Ded to the Balt.iaore 
Npr88911tat1ft who preaented Luaron'■ NqUNt. 

Lasarcm bu probabq not ret left Baltiaore and it a telegram 1• sent 
to h1a todq he will probabq not cae on 

What Dr. Wise baa told ae about the conat1tuaoy ~ the ccmd.ttee, 1a 
-n,ry tawrable to u. You cu work with '11e -bere 1nd1:ridual.q u I aa 
■ure 7011 haft done. A pablic appeannoe 1a the lut thing we wan, nor do I 
belleft wU1 ~ Buolutiou CaaalttN be bapP7 o r the speotaole ot a sharp 
clau of opiniaa &IICJIII the Je• Oftr th1a 1as at a p11bl10 hearing. It will 
onl:, •barra•• thaa. 

Uthe Paleatlne plank 1a not inol.uded toll.ow1ng 7ov appearaaoe it 
will be a publio repudiation ot our repruentaUftl. 



TELEPHONE: OTIS 26 

KIM-FENG FARM 
OTIS, MASS. 

July 17, 1944 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ea.st 105 Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I want to tell you what I have already told Lipsky and others, that 
you handled yourself with real statesmanship and ability at the Republican Con­
vention at Chicago and that you have done a first-rate job for our people. I 
was rather disgusted with Wise's response to your work. Were he possessed of 
a tenth of your ability, he would have utilized your efforts to gain an equal 
victory at the Democratic Convention. Instead he and Henry Monsky acted with 
characteristic stupidity. I cannot understand what they think they accomplish 
by giving everything away in advance. 

I think that you ought to pursue your course further with the object 
of keeping this question before the public. You ought to organize your publi­
city so that Zionism becomes a living issue in American life until there is an 
assumption of responsibility for this question 8llOllg the political parties of 
this country. I think you need to make it clear to conservative .Americans that 
the habit that the Communists have of labelling everything anti-Semitic is 
their propaganda and is unassociated with anything Jewish. This is a terrific 
job but it can be done if you are organized properly for the purpose of doing 
it. 

I think that you need to strike out constantly at such organizations 
as The American League for a Free Palestine. Most Americans cannot distinguish 
between one Jewish organization and another and if you do not disassociate your­
self from this money gathering agency of wild men, the whole Jewish world will 
be identified with them. I think you need to be aggressively antagonis ic to 
them. 

It has been delightful to me to renew this friendship of my child­
hood and I sincerely hope that it will not again be permitted to lapse. 

lly yours, 

GES:HP eorge 7E. Sokolsky 



PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE REJif!4S§ 

· WISE PLEADS FOR PALESTINE PLANK IN DEMOCB.A.TIC PLATFORM 

Chicago - Rabbi Stephens. Wise of New York, co-chairman of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council, which includes all major Ziob1st bodies, and one of the three 

co-chairmen of the Ameriean Jewish Conference representing some 3 million Jews, 

president of the American and World Jewish Congress founded by Justice Brandeis, 

made the following statement on Monday.evening, Jl.lJ,y 17, at the Hotel Stevens, 

Chicago, Ill., before the Resolutions Committee of the Democratic National 

Convention. 

Text of Resolution 

ff.From the days of Woodrow Wilson and throughout the administration of 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, it has been the policy of the Demooratic Party to 

support the full implementation of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate over 

Palestine. In the light of that historic policy and the uprooting and homeless­

ness of millions of Jews in European lands, we call for the opening of Palestine 

to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization; and, in accordance with the 

full intent and purpose of the said Aovenant made with the Jewish people, the 

establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, in which 

all the inhabitants shall have equal civic, religious, and cultural rights, and in 

which the Holy places of all faiths shall be fully safeguarded. 11 

After readiug the above Resolution1 submitted by the American Zionist 

Emergency Council, which Dr. Wise represents, be said: 

(more) 



III speak for what has beeome a great ~radi tion of the Democratic Party, 

initiated by Wood.row Wilson and continued through the years by Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt. This is a precious and historic policy which dare not be abandoned 

at a time when it has become virtually the only hope of European Jews facing 

extermination. OUr secretary of State, the Honorable Cordell Hull. declared on 

Friday; •Reliable reports from Hungary have confirmed news of' mass killing of 

Jews by the Nazis and their ~islings, The entire Jewish comrrunity in Hungary, 

which number nearly l million souls, is threatened with extermination' - exter­

mination in the hideous and hellish Nazi gas chambers in Poland to ,1l'lich these are 

being deported. 

11 I speak not only for a vastly overwhelming majority of the 5 million Jews 

of Aµierica, but in addition, for many mil;l.ions of Christians of all churches who 

wish Jews to have a national home in Palestine. The National Conference on 

Palestine, made up altogether of Christian men and women, recently declared in 

Washington: 1We join vith millions of other .American Christians in expressing our 

horror that the appalling assault against the Jewish people continues unabated. 

In a decade scarred by the sadism of Hitler, the mass destruction of the Jewish 

people has gone on unflinchingly •••• We therefore reaffirm our faith in the 

spirit as well as the letter of the Balfour Declaration, and ask for ma;x:in:um 

Jewish immigration into Palestine and full opportunity for colonization and 

economic development. We reaf1irm the traditional policy of our Government and 

ask for all effective measures, to the end that Palestine may be reconstituted by 

the Jewish people as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth.' 

11 The Democratic Party and the Administration have through the War Refugee 

:Board set out to save the endangered re~ees. The President has called for the 

creation of a Free Port for Refugees, 1QQQ. ,mall, but many hundreds of thousands 

still remain in Hitler's Europe to be saved. Only Palestine, the Jewish National 

Home, can sa7e them -- little Palestine, which since 1939 has given shelter and 

abiding home to tens of thousands. 
(more) 
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"Members of the Resolutions Committee, oue wishes at a time like this to 

speak well within the limits of moderation. And yet I cannot help or avoid 

seying to you that the Convention resolutions without such a plank as we have 

asked would be regarded as another ~ Paper, and would bring grimaced dis­

appointment and heartbreaking disillusionment to Jews throughout the world. 

These have only the democratic countries in which to live and Palestine in which 

to rebuild their shattered but unconquered lives. 

11 Members of the Resolutions Committee, may I be ;forgiven a moment's personal 

reference. I was a member of the Republican Party until 1911, when I became the 

follower of Woodrow Wilson, as I have remained a follower of Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt. For a whole generation and more, I have labored for the honor of your 

great Party. I ask of you now, who am resolved to continue the support of the 

Party of Wilson and Boose~elt, that I be not disarmed. It is our Party, which 

through Wilson, helped to make the Balfour Declaration possible. It is our Party, 

which under Wilson and Roosevelt alike, always favored fullest implementation 

thereof. I have never asked aught for myself. I ask nothing even for my fellow 

Jews. But for the honor of the Democratic Party, and in order that it may be 

true to its great tradition of democratic service to all peoples, I beseech you 

to include within your resolutions the plank on Palestine which I have read to 

you. 

11 For some years I have earnestly and. alas, in vain, pleaded with the 

Christian world - its people and its nation - to let my people go. Even as 

Moses pleaded with King Pharoah. For my fellow Jews were caught and trapped and 

all but exterminated, and millions of them -- civilians - have perished. Tonight, 

I beseech you, trustees and guardians of the Democrutio Party, as did the Hebrew 

Prophet of old -- the Prophet whose words will be rend in every undestroyed 

synagogue next Sabbath morning: Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, they who 

live and have not died will again take heart and courage - ond great shall be 

your ren:ard. 11 

(more) 



Following Dr. Wise's statement, Dr, Israel Goldstein, president of the 

Zionist Organization of ~erica, made a brief plea for the inclusion of a Palestine 

plank in the Democratic platform. Dr. Goldstein emphasized that the Palestine 

plank included in the 1944 Republican platform had made a ~trong impTession among 

American Jews, and urged the Democratic Party to equal, if not surpass, the 

Republican declaration on Palestine. 

Also appearing with Dr. Wise in behalf o! the Resolution were Herman 

Shulman of New York, Congressman Sabath of Illinois, Judge louis E. Levinthal of 

Philadelphia, and Judge Harry M. Fisher of Chicago. 

#90 - 7 /18/ 44 



Pf([SS-HELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DR. SILVER HAILS PALESTINE PLANK IN DEVDCRATIC PLA~FORM 

- - -- -
Cleveland -- Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 

American Zionist Emergency Council, today hailed the Palestine plank included in 

the platform of the Democratic National Convention which favors 11 the opening of 

Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a policy 

as to result in the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Common­

welath" and declared that 11 i t will be specially welcomed by the Jews of America 

who will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expresston of friendship and 

helpfulness at a time of deop crisis and tragedy for Is:taeln 11 

In a statement issued here, Dr. Silver expressed his gratification that 

"the Democratic Party, under the leadership of Franklin Delano Roosevelt• now 

reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movement which more than a quarter of 

a century ago was so eloquently championed by another great Democratic President, 

\iood.row \iilson." 

Pointing to the similar action ta.ken by the Republicans at their eonvention 

last month, Dr. Silver asserted that 11 it is now the d8Clared purpose not of one 

political party or another but of the entire American people which has come to 

regard this constructive solution of the basic Jewish problem in the world today 

as one of the important objectives of a just world peace which is to follow this 

War. 11 

The text of Dr. Silver 1s statement follows: 

11 The whole-hearted endorsement by the Democratic Party at its convention in 

Chicago of the rights of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration and land 

(more) 
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a.equisi tion in Palestine - rights which have been denied by the current V✓hi te 

Paper policy of the Iviandatory -- and the recognition of the historic aspiration of 

our people to build in Palestine a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, is an 

act of greatest political significance and statesmanship. It will be warmly 

welcomed by all sections of the American people which have always manifested pro­

found sympathy for the efforts of the Jewish people to re-build their national life 

in their ancient home. It will be especially welcomed by the Jews of America who 

will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friendship and helpful­

ness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for Israel. 

11 The Democratic Party, under the leadership of Franklin.Delano Roosevelt, 

now reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movement which more than a quarter 

of a century ago was so eloquently championed by another great Democratic President, 

Woodrow Wilson. 

11 The action of the Democratic Party following the similar notable action of 

the Republican Party at its convention in Chicago last month, now pu.ts both major 

parties squarely behind the ideal of a Jewish Palestine. It is now the declared 

purpose not of one political party or another but of the entire .American people 

which bas come to regard this constructive solution of the basic Jev1ish problem 

in the world today as one of the important objectiv.es of a just world peace which 

is to follow this War• 11 

--30--

#93 - 7/20/44 



PHESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE REL]JASE 

DR. SILVER HAILS PALESTINE PLANK IN DEN~CRATIC PLAflFORM 

- - .. .... .. 
Cleveland -- Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Ccmmittee of the 

.American Zionist Emerge~cy Council, today hailed the Palestine plank included in 

the platform of the Democratic National Convention which favors "the opening of 

Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a policy 

as to result in the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Common­

we;tath11 and declared that 11 i t will be specially welcomed by the Jews of .America 

who will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of ·friendship and 

helpfulness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for Israel. 11 

In a statement issued here, Dr. Silver expressed his gratification that 

11 the Democratic Party, under the leadership of Fi-anklin Delano Roosevelt, now 

reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movement which more than a quarter of 

a century ago was so eloquently Championed by another great Democratic President, 

\ioodrow hilson. tt 

Pointing to the similar action taken by the Republicans at their eonvention 

last month, Dr. Silver asserted that II it is now the declared purpose not of one 

political party or another but of the entire AmePican people which has come to 

regard this constructive solution of the basic Jewish problem in the world today 

as one of the important objectives of a just world peace which is to follow this 

War. 11 

The text of Dr. Silver's statement follows; 

11 The whole-hearted endorsement by the Democratic Party at its convention in 

Chicago of the rights of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration and land 

(more) 
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aequisi tion in Palestine - rights which have been denied by the curreni WhS. to 

Paper policy of the Mandatory -- and the recognition of the historie aspiration of 

our people to build in Palestine a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, is an 

act of greatest political significance and statesmanship. It will be warmly 

welcomed by all sections of the American people which have always manifested pro­

found sympathy for the efforts of the Jeuish people to re-build their national life 

in their ancient home. It will be especially welcomed by the Jews of America who 

will be greatly heartened by this magnificent expression of friendship and helpful­

ness at a time of deep crisis and tragedy for Israel. 

11 The Democratic Party, under the leader ship of Frankl.in Delano Rao sevel t, 

now reaffirms its loyal support of the Zionist movement which IOOre than a quarter 

of a century ago was so eloque_ntly championed by another great Democratic President, 

Woodrow Wilson. 
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TELEPHONE 

MICHIGAN 4480 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

Prtudent 

DR. HARRY fRIEDEN\X'ALD 

Hon. Vice Pre11de11t 

DR. SoLOMON GOLDMAN 

EDMUND I. KAUFMANN 

JUDGE Lours E. LEVINTHH 

Lours LIPSKY 

BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 

JUDGE MORRIS ROTHENBERG 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

ROBERTSZOLD 

DR. STtPHEN S. W1sr 

Vice-Pre1ide11ts 

DR. JAMES G. HELUR 

Ch111r111tm. Nat'/ Admm. Council 

ABRAHAM GOODMAN 

Trea111rer 

SIMON SHETZER 

ExuuttN' D,rec/f1r 

EXECUTIVE 

ROBERT M. BERNSTEIN 

MAURICE M. BouKSTEIN 

RABBI BARNETT R. BRICKNER 

\J So1.CoHEN 

V A. K. EPSTEIN 

~ JACOB FISHMAN 

, DANIEL FRISCH 

ABRAHAM GOLDSTEIN 

RABBI SIMON GREENBERG 

\, JOEL GROSS 

I) RABBI ISRAEL H . LEVINTHAL 

IRVING D. LIPKOWlr£ 

">-I RABBI IRVJNG MILLER 

V EMANUEL NEUMANN 

\ • HARRY A. PINE 

V Lours P . ROCKER 

\J CHARLES J . ROSENBLOOM 

EzRA z. SHAPIRO 

BERNARD SHULMAN 

HERMAN SHULMAN 

Louis E. SPIEGLER 

✓ RABBI MILTON STEINBERG 

DEWEY D. STONE 

V ELIHU D . STONE 

V HERMAN L. WEISMAN 

il"'i:Jil ili~iX ~tl' il'J1~':)i1 il171ilDiiTT 

1720 -16 'P:1 S'I'REET, N.VV. 
v\1..-'\..SHINGTON,D.C. 

July 21st, 

T~ All Z.O,A. Re~ional and nistrict 
Presidenta, Secretaries und Chairmen 
of th~ Public Relations C~mmittees 

near Friends: 

CABLE AODRE:SS 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLEY'S CODE 

The officers and members of the Zionist Organization of 

.America throuie;hout the country deserve special con~ratulationa 

upon the adoption cf a very satisfactory plank by the nemecratic 

National Convention and the earlier adoption of a similar plank 

by the Re~ublication ccnventicn. 

This commitment by beth major pclitical parties is a 

tremendous step fo?"i'18,rd in the realizaticn of our aims. The 

members of the ZOA who in every community have taken the lead 

an1 have assumed the ma.jor burdens of the public relations 

program and have worked so hard to win publi~ cpini~n for our 

caus~, are entitled to take deep satisfaction in the knowledge 

that their devoted labors have borne fruit. 

Our struggle is not yet over. We go for,.'"8.rd step by 

atap until our goal will be completely attained - Palestine as 

a free and democratic Jewish Cor:nnom,ealth. 

With regards and Zion 1 s greetings, 

Sincerely yours, 

J.~-•~C~)~ 
Israel Goldst~in 
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IDJeOLUT+ON cm, PALESTINE 

WHERE.AS• the 67th Congress of the United States on June 30th, 1922, 

unanimously resolved, 11 th~t tlie United Stntes of America favors the es-. 

tablishment in PRlestine of a national home for the Jewish people, it 

being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice 

the civil and religious rights of Christian and all other non-Jewish 

communities in Palestine• Md that the Holy places and religious build­

ings and sites in Palestine shall be adeq_ua.tely protected," and recogni ... 

tion having thus been given by such resolution to the historical connec-­

tion of the Jewish people with P~lestine :md to the grounds for recon­

stituting their National Home in that country, and 

WHERE..1S, the tragic homelessness of the Jewish people intensified 

by the ruthless persecution of the Axis powers clearly demonstrates the 

need for a Jewish Homeland as a haven for the large numbers who have be,., 

come homeless as a result of this persecution, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 

By the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States 

of America in Congress assembled, that the United States of America shall 

use its good offices to the end that the doors of Palestine may be opened 

for free entry of Jews into that country, that there shall be unlimited 

opportunity for land purchase and colonization so that the Jewish people 

may ultimately reconstitute the Jewish Commonwealth in its Mcestral 

home. 
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1944 DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN PLATfORMS AGREE ON PALESTINE 

THE REPUBLICANS SAID: 

In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, women and 
children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call for the opening of 
Palestine to their unrestricted immigration and land ownership, so that 
in accordance with the full intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration 
of 1917 and the resolution of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine 
may be reconstituted as a free and democratic commonwealth. 

THE DEMOCRATS SAID: 

From the Platform of the 
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
June 27, 1944. 

We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Je.vish immigration and 
colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishment there 
of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth. 

From the Platform of the 
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Adopted at Chicago, 
July 24, 1944. 

I FAVOR THE OPENING OF PALESTINE TO UNRESTRICTED 
JEWISH IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION AND ITS ESTABLISHMENT 
AS A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC JEWISH COMMONWEALTH AND WILL DO 
EVERYTHING IN MY POWER TO FACILITATE THE FINAL EXECUTION 
OF THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THE WORLD WAR ONE PLEDGE OF 
THE ALLIED NATIONS TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 

Signature ___________________ _ 
CANDIDATE FOR THE UNITED STATES SENATE 

State ______________________ _ 



,: 

( SUGGESTED LETTER TO EVERY CANDIDATE FOR THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND~ UNITED STATES SENATE) 

Dear Candid.ate: 

As you are aware, the Republican and Democratic National 
Conventions, each without a dissenting vote, adopted platforms 
favoring the establishment in Palestine of a free and democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth. 

This action pledges both major political parties to the 
execution of the intent and purpose of the Balfour Declaration, 
promulgated during World War One, with the approval of the United 
States, Great Britain, and forty-nine other allied and associated 
nations, for the purpose of finding a solution to the tragic 
problem of the Jewish people of Europe. Because the Jew has been 
the greatest victim of Hitler's savagery, the need for this solu­
tion is greater today than ever. 

The unanimous action of the two major political parties 
in adopting almost identical platform pledges is proof that the 
American people have come to regard this constructive solution 
of the basic Jewish problem of the world today as one of the 
important objectives of a just world peace which, all of us are 
agreed, should follow this war. 

Because we aro confident that you too are in acco~d with 
these party pledges of elemental justice to the Jewish-people, we 
are requesting your signature to the attached statement. 

Very sincerely yours, 
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Yolk 10 • lleW Toa 

dear Rabbi Xl~lumr 

I r98d your lett• ot .Augtit\ 9 wl'11 grea.t interewt end l of oour■e 
allare w1 th you of 10l1J' Naetlon-11 to the i!tleotton Jamboree b 
P est1n • It 11 too bad that the TlahuT aMl!la to be tollo1fln« the 
d11CH41 led d bankrupt poll tical teahnlquea and Pal'V fl"8€1aen,a­
t1on■ wbiah cbaraotmsecl pre-wa:r Pnnoe and i49Da.J' G8l'm&DT before 
t e1r coll.•• instead ot the tar more sober and at'fect1YI pol1t1cal 
rocedures t the Anel,o- uon world. 

Perh a it 1a too meh to aak from a CO]mlmti ty ao new and of tmeh 
varied orlglne and background■ • tt .1ght t:llte :,eon and quieter 1ea.r• 
wk c:h the Yill'lrr bae 92:pert111ce4 to oober 11> the parti" and taction• 
a..1t lo er the t tm1ture of thelr polUlcal tanat1c11m and ld.eologie1 . 
On can onl.7 . t and MP•• 

Howeyer • ye ahould not be l ecturlng the Ti ll'Y IIO mah. e are by _,­
of running 1 t a clo•• aeoon4 1n the Un1 tecl t,itH. Here the rinclpll 
oaua of tngmenta.tion 11 not to meh ldeolog ae a patbolog1o.al com­
p9'1tin r,pirlt ong groups and lNden ~ a oravtng tor preetlee 

d publiclty. ~ 

With all od wt. ahe■, I remsia 

Abba Blllel SilTel" 
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' 'MIZORIENT'' August 8, 1944 
uum n,i'll'l 
\\''$'1 y:num 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temole 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Der.r Dr . Silver: 

As a humble , young and inexperienced member of the American Zionist 
Bnergency Council - - who usually lacks the daring to promulgate his 
views at official meetings of tnat significant body -I wish to take 
these means of registering the aching disturbanc e of mind that I 
as well as the average Jew on the street feels at the atmos~here 
created around the election in Palestine for the 11Asefat Henivcharim~1 

Everyone who was privileged to have a personal glimpse of 
Yishuv in Palestine will naturally hesitate t0 subject i t 
severe criticiSI:1 , for isn't it the Yishu.v that has served 
answer to our hearty s~plications on the Hig:1 Holidays , 

the glorious 
to any 
-" s t:i.e ,, 
3» ;I?.:::. J--4 /.:,i>/ 

✓1. r ,A-Yr 

Yet , one cannot but feel a sense of shrinking faith in the ability 
of the Yishuv to rise ~o the urgent need of overlooking at present 
all possible differences and unite into one homogeneous body for 
the achievement of our historic aim , an indei)endent and free Jewish 
State under the Jewish flag and permeated by historic Jewish ide ls . 

Without going into the fact~ as to who is responsible fdr the heart­
breaki~ situation -- offr.and it would seem that the group in 
power~ have ~ostponed the election in the hope of achieving 
unity-· the sad fact remains that at a time when all efforts are 
directed to the securing for the Jewish people the right t~ conduct 
themselves as a nation and when the terminology of Jewish Comnon­
wealth and all that goes with it has been indo ctrinated in differ-
ent circles , the rishuv itself , the only possible neucleus for the 
commonwealth to be , goes and lays bare i t s incapacity for self- control 
and self-government . 
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August 8, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver:-

Tnis d~plorable situation becomes even more serious in view of the expected 
arrival in Palestine of a new Hig.1.rCommissioner, who should have found a 
united body of Jews, pulling toget_er in one and the same direct~on, ratner 
tnan a comrr..l\lllity absorbed in inner strife, some of whom may even take 
undelayed occas::.on to educate the High Commissioner in the existine divisions 
and how he must deal in order to satisfy all Jews. ,,.~ 
I surely am not h ;peless ab0ut or despondant of the situatlon-~ificent, 
d,ynamic and inspiring reality of 11 binyan naaretz" is bound to heal many 
wounds. Yet, it is m,y convict::.on that something must be done to avoid any 
repetition of sucn irresponsible and dangerous action. 

Wnat can be done? In my humble opinion the followiTit~: 

l) Ve I!!Ust begin a campaign rignt here in .America for the 
education of t_1e masses in regard to tne importance of united Z::.onist ac cion 
t11rough recognized agencies and t1e danger of being irresponsibly good-hearted 
by suppor~ing all and any group t~ t clairas to rescue Jews, strengtDen 
Torah, or build a future for our people in Palestine. That includes the 
:Bergson gr0up , t11e Agudath Israel, etc. 'J.'oo little is mown about t e 
tra,gedies of 11pirud 11 in Palestine ano t11e United States ,sponsored by groups 
that fail to see anything but t~eir own clique incerests. 

2) It is of utmost importance tnat you or Dr. /ise fly 
to Palestine in order to transmit to tne responsible heads of all gr ups 
t11e disservice t.1.1ey are rendering to the cause wnicn is so dear to tnem by 
allo,7ing sucn spectacles as recently offered by tne elections. I believe 
that ti1e voice of .American Zionism, wnic.1 has of late become, tnank G-d, 
a cneerful and encouraging voice, would carry much weignt with the entire 
Yi sLuv • 

I know that tnis letcer in'troduces no new thought to any extem and am con­
sequently grateful for allowing me t_,e expression tnat I considered vital 
to my disturbed s¥irit . 

itn -inuest regards and best wishes, I am 

'-: .BK 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi •ax Kirshblum 
Executive Secretary 
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Dr. Soloaon B. Freehot 
4905 .Fif'th Avenue 
Pittaburgh, Pa. 

Uy dear Sol& 

August 15, 1944 

Thank you tor 1t:Mr latter of ~uat 10th. You have 
raiaed an interesting "uestion but the timing or it 
ia, I believe, rather unfortunate. I have looked a 
bit into the matter and this is the inforoation which 
I have been able to obtain. 

Accordj,Qg to t e Order in Council ot 1922, which 
sen-u u the basic oonatituti.OII -ot Palestine, 
marriage is ocasldered a rellg1oua attair and comea 
under ~e jurisdiction ot the relig1ou.s dignitaries 
or the variow, churchea who haft eole authority. 
Thia apl)liea to rfosleu, the Christian oOIIIIIIIIII:! ties 
as well u to the Jews. 

For the Jen the government recognizes the de­
cisions of the Rabbinical Courts which are subject 
to a Rabbinical Council as ~inall;r authoritative. 
The Babbinical Council ia composed ot two Rabbis, 
one tor the Sephardic CQJIIJIW):t.ty and one for the 
A8hlcenadc - and six rabbillical members. The 
Babbin1cal Courts have: 

{l) excluaive juriadict.ion 1n matters or narriage 
and divorce, alimony, axecut.101l and contirma­
tion or rllla or Jewish Palestinian subjects; 

(2) jurisdiction in any ~er matter of personal 
statu. or Jewish.persons, where all the 
parties to the ac~i011 conaent to their 
jurisdiction; 

(S) exclusive Juriadiction over any cue a.a to 
the constitution or internal adrn1n1strat10A 
r a !!I.It. c:msti tuted before t.1-ie Rabbinical 

Court according to Jewish Law. 

from the above it will be seen that all marriages 
must be performed 1n accordarlca ti.th Orthodox 
Jewish law. It is not a case of depri'rlng liberal 

. I 

: t • 



2. Dr. Freehot; Aug. 15, 1944 

Rabbis ot any righta. The system 1n Palestine 
1• 1.nherent 1n the whole conception of raligiou 
law at present 1n vogue in Paleat1ne. It oOl&ld not 
be ch&nied without implying a radical tranatormation 
of concept10118. ot course, all thie &,?plies onl.y" 
to marriage• pertorraed in Palestine. It haa no­
thing to do whatsoever with the right ot Retonied 
Rabbis to pertora •rriages 1n the United States, 
or the validity of euoh arriagea. 

x"t should be noted: alao that there are many Jewa 
in Palestine that dislike this ayst• which gives 
oontrol or marrl.age and divorce to the Rabbinical 
Courts. 

Some day the whole matter will have to be taken up, bllt I 
do not. believe that war time is the right time tor pressing 
th11 •tter. Furthermore, it 11&7 well be that at the con­
cl.uaion ot the war, Palestine will ha.ve a completely new 
political aetup which will nece s1tate a redefinition ot 
statue or many thiai•, including this oae. I would t.li.eretore 
counsel ~t i"urther acti0111D thla nauct be postponed 
until after the ftl'e 

With all good mhea, I ;;-emain, 

Very -cordiall.y )"O\JI"S, 

AHS,DR 

Enc. 



Dr. Stephen S. Wise 
Camp illamette 
Lake Placid, New York 

lly dear Dr. Wise: 

u.gust 18, 1944 

I received your le~ter of August 16th but you failed to encloee 
the report of hich you S?Oke. You did enclose a CO?Y of the letter 
which you addressed to Stettinius. It ere better if you had not 
suggested a date so f~ o!f as Aueust 29th for the meeting. Thia 
would encourage him, if he decides to see us at all, to suggest .an 
even later date. In the meantime, all the preliminaries necessary 
to .repare for action on the Resolution in Congress are stymied, as 
well as most of our ropaganda ~ork. 

You have vrobably bean in!'ormed that I sent in 'a;/ resienation a 
few days ago. I find it impossible to carry on UIJder existing con­
ditions. To se~ate agencies doing Zionist political work in the 
United States in the name of organized Zionism is stupid and danger­
ous. I have called attention to the situation time and again. As 
early as last February Nahum Goldmann injected himself in the prolon~ed 
negotiations which e ere carrying on with Judge Rosenman touching 
a meeting ith the President, and while we wore insisting on a meeting 
of an exclusively Zionist delegation with the resident, Nahum Gold.ma.rm 
a.s agreeing , th Rosenman to a joint delegation hich ould inclwe 

Proscauer, Blaustein, Held, and so forth. Tho situation • roved terribly 
embarrassing and led to considerable wipleasantness but nothing ,as done 
about the matter. 

en Goldmann returned from England recently he immediately rushed to 
the ,;ar Department to discuss the <. uestion or a Jewish Army and ot in 
touch ith American oil interests and officials in governmental depart­
ments to discuss the delicate oil 1.tuestion - all on his o~ ithout 
consulting the Emergency Cowicil, as if these matters were none ot our 
business. 

I appointed a special committee 1th Ju:ige Rothenberg as chairman to 
handle this matter; the committee never met. I again referred the 
subject to the program committee, and on y 25th I wrote to Shulman 
urgin him to take the matter up wl(t,h his committee. I am enclosing 
herewith a paragra. h of the letter which I wrote to Shulman. Nothing 
was done. At the meeting of the rogram committee last eek I again 
urged that the matter be taken up. It was a~ain postponed on the slim 
excuse that the hour was late. 



Dr. ise Au ... ust 18, 1944 

And then at the meet.ing on Morrlay I was confronted with this out­
rageous business of Goldmann callin on Stettinius on some phoney 
excuse and upsettin the a~ple-cart. (He pulled a similar excuse 
in horning in on the discussions with osenman. The many organiza­
tions :rith which he is identified offer him ample opportunities for 
acting as a sort of a rovin ambassador in ,ashington for the Jes 
of America, the Jews of Palestine and world Je ry). You must have 
seen the shocked ex?reesion of everyone t the meeting. The only 
one \vho tried to def end oldmann was yourself. 

I am • repared to put up 11i th a. lot of things and much aggravation 
to serve the cause, hut it would be the height cf folly for me to 
spend my time and energies day and day in behalf of the cause a.nd 
then see ciLrefully laid lans i'rustra ted and ·out-maneuvered by a 
gentleman vho oresumes to s eak in the name or a superseding body 
and whose act.ions are not subject to tho control of the rican 
Zionist Emergency Council vhich is charg d with the responsibility 
to carry n the or' in the United St tea. • 

This is not an iso..ie between Dr. Goldmann and myself and it should not be 
ut on that plane. This is a matter for the A::ilerican Zionist Emergency 

Council to determine whether it has the a thority and possasaes tne 
competence to carry on the full Zionist political program in he United 
States via :vi our own overnment .nd the British Embassy or 1hether 
it re uires the intervention of another Bureau. 

I had assumed tl'_lat the urposo of the Bureau of the • enoy in this 
Cjuntry was to look after its Latin American interests ud the economic 
projects which Dr. eizmann 1n the name of the .:,ency had initiated 
here. 

,1th all good wishes, Ira in, 

P. S. 

AHS:DR 
Enc. 

I received the 
Revisionists. 

Very cordi~lly yours, 

enclosed telegram this afternoon from the 
jhat ans er should I give them? 



ldr. J. L. Teller, Editor 
Independent Jewish Press Service, Inc. 
207 Fourth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

My daar r. Taller& 

August 21, 1944 

The Jewish Review and Observer of Cleveland has been 
exploited in the last few months by the Emer5 ency Committee to 
Save the Jewish People G11d its stooge, a certain • I. Taslitt. 
tJr. Tasli tt is, I believe, on the payroll of the Emergency 
Committee. He has been providing the Review and Observer with 
editorials and has lso been arranging th.ir front page for very 
little compensation, if any. The local Community Council has 
protested ag inst the editotials d propagonda of L!r. Taslltt 
as a result of which it is now prep ed to use anoth r service. 
I would su~gest -th:it y-.:>u send the Review .nd Observer all the 
releases of t..,a Inde.01dont Press Service, and begin right a ay. 
They may not be in a osition to pa; our cu3toia~r~ rates, or to 
;ay anything. Nevsrtheless it is important t1at e keep the 
Bergson boys out or Cleveland. Even if t,.ie;/ are not prepared to 
pay you anything no , t.i.ey my do so later on when the value ot 
the service i::ipressos itself on the owners lo al'O not particularly 
public spirited, and ho do not r ~ally o~ iflwt is goin on in 
Jewish life. I shall be glad to receive word from you t1ut you 
have established contact with the Je,ish Review and Observer and 
are prov!.ding the~ with your material. 

With all good ·Ii.shes, I remain 

Very cordi 11 yours, 

AHS:BK 



Minute of Meeting of the Program Committee1 

August 22, 1944. 

Present: Mr. Shulman (in the Chair); Mr. Gellmen, Dr. Goldmann, 
Mrs. Halprin, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Neumann, Judge Rothenberg, 
Mr. Weisgal, Mr. Wertheim, Dr. ise, Mr. Shapiro, Mr. 
Lourie. 

The meeting was called to consider a letter from Dr. Silver, dated 
August 16, 1944, tendering his resignation in view of matters which had 
arisen in connection with the political activities of the Washington 
office of the Jewish Agency, headed by Dr. Goldmann. 

Judge Rothenberg, as Chairman of a Sub-Committee which had been 
appointed by the Council to settle the respective spheres of the Emer­
gency Council and of the Jewish Agency office, was invited to be pres­
ent at this meeting. 

Dr. Silver's letter was read. Dr. Goldmann said that at the lest 
meeting of the Program Committee he bad stated that he was going to see 
Stettinius and was to discuss with him certain matters which, however, 
had no relevance to the issues with which the :Bmergency Council was 
concerned. In addition, Dr. Goldmann said that he had been asked to 
assist in obtaining a priority for Mr. Chaim Greenberg's proposed trip 
abroad. In this connection he had asked Mr. Shapiro to inform Dr. Silver 
that he wau.ld toke the matter up when he saw itettinius, and he had been 
advised that Dr. Silver agreed that he should do so. Dr. Goldmann had 
seen Mr. Stettinius and had spoken to him with regard to the efforts of 
the International Red Cross in the Hungarian situation. Dr. Goldmann 
bad said to Mr. Stettiniu.s that he brought him regards from Dr~ Wise, 
Who was aw~ on vacation. Normally Dr. Wise would have accompanied Dr. 
Goldmann at such a.n interview, but Dr. Goldmann had suggested to him 
tha.t it was not necessary to interrupt his vacation to be present on this 
occasion. Mr. Stettinius ha,d said that he was glad that Dr. 1ise had not 
interrupted his vacation to come to Washington at this time and he went 
on to BBY that so far as the Zionist issue was concerned and the suggest­
ion that he might have something to gell them in the middle of August, 
the f~ct was that there was nothing at present which he could say. More­
over, so far as the position of the Administration was concerned, that 
matter had been settled by the acceptance of the Palestine Plank in the 
Democratic Platform. Dr. Goldmann replied that we were, nevertheless, 
interested in a statemant by the President. Mr. Stettinius had said 
that he did not think that any statement would be forthcoming until the 
end of the war. Dr. Goldmann then asked how it was that Mr. Stettiniu.s 
had previously suggested that a statement might be forthcoming in August. 
The reply to this was that he bad thought by then the war might virtually 
be over. Dr. Goldmann then said that he felt that it would not be right 
for him to be a messenger in this matter so far as Dr. ise a.nd Dr. Silver 
were concerned, but that Mr. Stettinius should see them per~onally. He 
had reported to Dr. Wise on the interview, and if normal relations bad 
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existed between himself and Dr. Silver, would have been only too glad 
to conmunicate with him. It was at his request that Dr. Wise had in­
formed the Comnittee. He saw nothing wrong in what he bad done thus: 

1. He had not raised the matter himself. 

2. There had been no word between Mr. Stettinius and 
himself about the Congressional Resolution. 

3. It could not conceivably be suggested that he had 
done anything to spoil the situetion so far as the 
Emergency Council was concerned. 

Mr. Gellman felt that it was very unhealthy to discuss the matter 
in the absence of Dr. Silver and might well be a waste of time. The 
Chairman pointed out, however, that a duty devolved upon the Program 
Committee which mu.st reach some conclusion. 

Replying to a question by Judge Rothenberg, Dr. Goldmann said that 
he went to Mr. Stettinius in regard to the Hungarian matter as a repre­
sentative both of the J,.gency and of the Congress. The appointment was 
ma.de for Dr. Goldmann as such and Mr. Stettinius did not inquire in what 
capacity he came. 

Dr. Wise said that he had received a letter from Dr. Silver. Unfor­
tunately he did not have the letter with him, but he felt that it should 
be before the Committee. Mr. Neumann said that he had a copy of the 
letter and this was produced and read. Mr. Neumann said that Dr. Silver's 
position is that it is impossible for political work to be carried on in 
this country by two agencies claiming to be representative and acting 
independently. If the Jewish .Agency wished to take politicil action here, 
it should do so through the duly constituted Emergency Council. A distinc­
tion was recognized in the case of activities of the A~ency outside the 
American iphere, e.g. South America and matters affecting other governments. 

Mr. Neumann felt that the constitutional question as to rights of 
the Jewish Agency in the matter were not involved. The only question was 
whether the work can be done effectively in that way. Responsibility mu.st 
rest with one body or the other. 

Judge Rothenberg, referring to a suggestion that he bad been appointed 
Chairman of a Sub-Committee to straighten out relations between the two 
offices, which had failed to act, said that that did not reflect the true 
position. As Chairman of the Sub-Committee he had been prepared to deal 
with the matter even though it was not a task which he found congenial. He 
had, however, been asked by Mr. Shapiro to convene a neeting of the Com­
mittee at noon on a day 1\'hen he was sitting in court, and when he informed 
Mr. Shapiro that it was not possible for him to attend, had been told that 
Dr. Silver would preside and in the result the meeting did not take pla.ee 
because of the absence of a quorum. 

I 



Dr. Goldmann, referring to the letter from Dr. Silver to Dr. 'vtise, 
said it conteined certain statements which he could not accept. Thus: 

1. He had never agreed with Judge Rosenmn that a 
joint delegation should go to the President. On the con­
trary, he bad had two lengthy arguments in which he opposed 
that proposal. In the end he had informed R. that he coi.tld 
do no more than report the latte.r 1 s objections to two dele­
gations. Dr. Goldmann objected to the reference in the 
letter to 11phony occasions". He had gone to see R. because 
the latter had called him as be had received a very impor~ 
ant report for Dr. Goldmann from Dr. Weizmann. 

2. Dr. Goldmann denied that be had ever injected him­
self into the oil matter. He had seen no one in the State 
Department with regard to this qaestion. Some months previ­
ously be had been asked by Judge Fisher of Chicago, who in 
turn had been asked by Dr. Silver to follow this matter up, 
to see Mr. Ickes. In addition to that, in order to inform 
himself on the situation, ,he had spoken to Mr. Feis who was 
an oil expert, and finally at the request of Edmund Kaufmann, 
he had had an interview with an executive of one of the oil 
companies. Beyond that he had seen no one on the oil question. 

I 

3. Dr. Goldmann said it was for the comnittee to judge 
whether in going to see Mr. Stettinius about the rescue of 
the 600,000 Jews in Hungary he was availbg himself of a 
11phony excuse". 

The Jewish Agency office had been set up by Dr. eizma.nn and the 
Zionist Executive. It was not for him (Dr. Goldmann) · to say that it 
be dissolved or that the Agency will give up its right to deal with 
Zionist political problems on the American scene. So far as rights are 
concerned, the Agency unquestionably had the right to deal with any g<1V­
ernment, and on principle the Executive would not give up that right and 
duty in this comtry just as it wa.s not prepared to leave it to British 
Zionists, as such, to deal on their own wit~ the British Government. 

Dr. Goldmann referred to objections which had at one time been taken 
by the z.o.A. to the establishment of the Jewish Agency office. It had 
then been agreed that all matters concerning public opinion, including 
approaches to Senate alld Congress, should be within the jurisdic;tion of 
the American Zionist Emergency Council. So far as talks with Government 
representatives were concerned, there should be coordination. Accordingly 
it had been ~roposed that once a week or a fortnight, whenever the persons 
concerned were available, there should be a meeting of Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise, 
Mr. Lipsky and Mr. Montor (at thet time Executive Director), and himself. 
The purpose· of these meetings was to discuss the daily work, not matters 
of policy. It had worked twice and then the arrangement stopped. Dr. 
Goldmann said that he was ready to recognize the Program Comni ttee as a 
central coordinating comnittee, if Dr. Silver was likewise prepared so 
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to rega.rd it. He could not, however, agree to a situation in which he 
was obliged to consult Dr. Silver without any reciprocal obligat ion on 
Dr. Silver's part . Dr. Goldmann s a.id tha t he was not a diff"i,cult per­
son to get on with and he saw no reason why that arrangement or some 
similar one should not be feasible . There was certainly no desire on 
his part to assume any arbitrary role in the rmtter. 

Mr . Shulman reported briefly on previous discussions within the 
Program Committee aiming at a settlement of the question. These had 
reached a point where Dr . ~old..rnann and Dr. Silver were to have been 
present for further consideration of proposals made, but on one occa­
sion Dr . Goldmann had not been ble to at tend, and on another, Dr . 
Silver likewise, and such a meeting had not been held. 

V~ . G llman ~gain deploring the absence of Dr. Silver expres sed 
doubts as to the validity of Dr. Goldmann 1 s position, but thought t hat 
i t was necessary to find a formula. 

Mrs . Halprin remarked that apparently the difficulty l ay rather in 
the modus operandi than in ·determining the are of function. 

The Chairman said that 1n Dr. Silver 's view it was within the prov­
ince of the Emergency Council to decide when and what steps should be 
t aken vis-a-vis our government . 

Mr. Wertheim said that he viewed the establishment of an Agency 
Bureau as a misfortune . It was not a question of personalitie s , but by 
its very existence in present conditions such a bureau is bound to cre­
ate difficulties. The English position was different. le needed no 
chaperones on the American scene and u had been entrusted with responsi­
bility for the conduct of t he political work here . Naturally when a 
member of the Polit ical Department of the Executive of the Agency was 
here he would join in the work. The talk of equ.a,li ty as between the 
t wo bureaus, however, was not ap9ropriate . Dr . Silver had been chosen 
by us a s our represent ative for the American scene and Dr . Goldmann 
could not be regarded in the same position so f ar as the American Gov­
ernment was concerned. As a matter of usefulness and common sense, 
adv~.ntage must be taken of the presence her e of member s of the Executive , 
but the underlying basis is th t formally 11 contacts with the American 
Government are in the hands of the Americe.n Zionist leadership. In answer 
to Judge Rothenberg• s inq'U.iry as to whether Dr. \' eizmann would have to 
accept orders from the Council when in this country, Y.r . i'rertheim said 
that the Council must not be side-tracked. Di-. Goldmann should work with 
the Council in the most intimate way, but foi:mally the Council is supreme 
here. 

Judge Rothenberg said that he thought we will be making a mistake 
if we attempt to deal with the issue on a constitutional basis. He 
could conce ive the Jewish Agency Executive having to exercise its author­
ity in spite of the contrary view of the Council. He recalled that more 
than t wenty years ago t hat issue had arisen in acute form. The Executive 
had been obliged to assert its position. Such an issue, however , was 
not involved here and should not be raised. Dr . Goldmann was ready to 



work with a comnittee composed of the two-Co-Chairmen, the represen­
t2tives of the Jewish Agency, with perhaps one or two other persons. 
What more did they want. If such a colTI.'llittee were functioning, he 
could not conceive of Dr. Goldmann's going to Washington without bring­
ing the mat t er up in such a body. Tith good will on both sides, the 
functioning of such a committee would present no difficulties. This 
comnittee should be set up. Dr. Silver is making a great contribution 
snd we want him to stay at his post. 

Mr. Lipsky said that in intimate relationship between Dr. Silver 

~

and Dr. Goldmann would have avoided these difficulties. Dr. Silver 
preferred, however, that the responsible coordinating body should be 
the Executive Committee of the Council. In the circumstances it would 
be best to devise a smaller functioning body which would teal with mat­
ters of adjustment. In any event, however, he thought it most desirable 
that someone should undertake to reestablish cordial rels,tions, other-
wise it was impossible to have an:y working arrangement. 

Mr. Neumann said that the question of the appointment of such a 
sub-committee by the Executive is a separate matter, but that previous 
discussions in the Program Coll1!lli.ttee seemed to him to offer a basis. 
Tlm.s it was important that res~onsibility for all appr~aches to the 
Government should be regarded as primarily that of the Emergency Council. 
Who should go should be determinable by the Council. In any comnittee 
dealing with a determination of policy and nrocedure, Dr• Goldmann should 
participate. He would advise, however, against the appointment at this 
state of a political sub-committee which experience has shown immediately 
tendw to become indistinguishable from the Executive Committee. Once we 
decide on the question of basis principle then either the Executive Com­
mittee can be appointed to deal with questions arising, or there may be 
reference to the Program Committee, or matters can be settled by informal 
consultations between the Chairroon and the Agency representatives. 

Dr. Wise said that he could not help feeling that his original pro­
posa,l that he, Dr. Silver and Dr. Goldmann meet to discuss the matter, had 
been the best one. He warned against the danger of Ame~ican Zionists be­
coming "nationalists" in a way which would ignore the unifying Zionist 
factor. He conceived that anyone delegated by the Agency had the sa:ma 
right of political access as the Azmrican Zionist leadership. He moved 
that Dr. Silver be roost earnestly requested to hold his resignation in 
abeyance until after we had had the opportunity of discussing the matter 
in :ff'ull with him. 

Mr. eisgal said that most of us were trying to evade the issue in 
our desire to find a formula which would be as painless as possible. If 
we overlook the question of principle, we shall not come to Jan agreement 
which will be permanent. The same question had been raised at a meeting 
with Dr. Silver last yeaI when Dr. Silver had accepted the rights of the 
Jewish Agency. 

Mrs. Halprin said thnt it was better to leave the constitutional 
question out of consideration. A temporary solution might be adequate 



for our purposes i~ view of the war and t he world situation. The 
fact was t hat the g_uestion now befor e the colMli. ttee was one which had 
bothered American Zionist s at different times dur ing the war . Ther e 
had been the episode with Mr . Ben-Gurion, again 1 ter Mr. Shertok had 
informed the Eme rgency Council before his departure t hat he was goi ng 
to seek aut hority fr om the Executive for the opening of a Washington 
office . The 8ounc11 had not raised 8J1Y objections, but it was in­
herent in our situation that it is i m:9 ossible for two offices to func­
tion ef f ectively on the American scene . She felt t hat t here was agree­
ment: 

j
' 1. 

2 . 

That t wo independent political activities we r e 
impossible. 

That Congress was ezclusively a matter for the 
Council . 

l 
3. That Dr. Goldmann should not undertake political 

activity on bis own aut hority and independently 
of coordination with the r epresentatives of the 
Council . ------Dr . Goldmann had said that he would be re ady to consult with a committee, 

if Dr . Silver di d likBwise . She believed the real difficulty was the 
question of a smaller comcittee . The Executive Council met twice a 
month for a. cou,ple of hours at a time . Unless you provide a workable , 
concult tive body, you must seek some other arrangement . 

The Chai rman said that he disa~reed t horoughly with Mr . ei sgal 
and t hat the const itutional issue should be no part of our delibera­
tions. When t he Washington office was opened the matter had been dis­
cussed with Dr . eizmann and it had been agreed from the beginning t hat 
a Panel should come into being r epr esenting the E~rgency Council and 
the A ency. That arrangement was part and parcel of the opening of the 
off ice. The effor t to br ing about joi nt action today was rea lly a return 
t o the original position. In pr esent circumstances it was i mpossible 
to over- estimate the impor tance for the Palest ine que stion of American 
Zioni sm, and it was essential to have an act ive Zioni st political body 
speaking he r e for the t ot ality of American Zionism. It is axiomatic 
t hat that must be a primary responsibility of the Zionist movement in 
t hi s country. Dr . Goldmann ijiafl.e some good friends in ·ashington, 
but his work IIDJ.st be par t of an integrated whole. We should l eave t he 
matter as to whether t her e should be a small conrnittee , and if so, in 
what form f or di scussion wit h Dr. Silver. A political committee was not 
pr oposed, but he did t hink t here was need for a small body t o which ques­
tions of pr ocedure could be submitted. 

Mr. Werthei m wished t o make it clear t hat in saying what he had he 
was not corning out agains t the aut hor ity of the Agency, but in .America 
the Eme rgency Council was t he arm of t he Agency becau se t hey had been 
appoint ed a s such. 

,. 
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Judge Rothenberg read a draft formula which he had prepared for 
acceptance by the Co1nnittee . After a dis cussion, in the course of t 
whi ch Dr. Goldmann said that he wished to make it cl&.ar that he con­
s i dered political contacts i n Washi ngton (apart from contacts with 
Congress) had to be regarded a s a joint area , further proposals were 
made by Mr . Neu..rnann and Mrs . Hal pr in7'""1 It was finally agreed tha t the 
wording be left to a Drafting Committee . 

The text of the Resoluti on as formu.l ted by the Drafting Connnittee, 
which thereupon met, reads as follows : 

1) It has been agreed by the Program Connnittee that 
all approaches to the American Government, or it s 
official s , on matter s related to the program of 
poli t ical activities of t he Emergency Council shall 
be undert aken by represent atives of the Movement 
only with the approval of the Executive Com."Irl.ttee 
of the Council or of such sub-cormni tt ee as may be 
designated by it. 

2) Dr . Gold.mann, as member of the Execut ive of t he 
Jewish .Agency , has expr essed his assent to this 
view and his desire to ac t in conformity therewi th 
and in fullest cooperat i on with t he Emergency Co-w1cil . 

3) It i s proposed that t he Co-Chairmen of the Council 
alone , or with addi t ional persons designated by them, 
confer with Dr. Gol dmann rega rding the procedural 
implement t i on of t hese decisions. 

In addition, t he Program Corrmitt ee resolved that a comnunication 
be addressed to Dr~ Silver informing him that in view of the above action, 
t he Council expressed the earnest hope that Dr. Silver - will withdraw t he 
r esignation that he has tender ed, whi ch should not be a mat ter of record, 

AL : CK 



Rabbi olf Gold 
2 est 8th Street 
N w York 24, N.Y. 

de r Rabbi Gold: 

u t 24., 1944 

Thank you 'or our nd letter and t enclosure "50 Ficts 
About t e iddle East." This bookllt s brou..,ht to my attention a 

eek o. I i.:mie1iately co unic ted 1th r. Lourie d I expect to 
hear re ort fr him ithin a dar or to. • ct No. 50 is certainl 

subtle and dan erous piece of anti-Zionist ro~~~~oud. 

that yo feel• e y I do bout inter-
or as chairman of the executive co ittee which h s 

en oing on ost since t e innino-. Th l test ff ir i th 
Stettinius brou:;ht the i sue to a cl d forced e to~~ ea decision. . ~ 

s ou robably mo, I ve sent in my resi tion, conviped tbut under 
res nt conditions it is i o s · le for me to c r · th e ponsibility 

of e office. The r co ittee et 1 t Tuesda and tido ted certain 
r solutions tisf ctr. I h ve so indicated tote 
chai or t e co ttee. I received re rt, hich I trust is incorrect, 
t t • Gel did not ta e ~trong a osition at t e ro r ttee 

s he mi ht h ve. I understand there is to be ano r 
t orro • I h ve sug ested to r. Sh n, .e c·. ir of the o ram 

·co ttee, the adoption of the enclosed. set of resolutions. If Dr. 
Goldmann grees to them, ell nd good. If not, r a.ph 2 should 
omitted D.nd e resolutions be resented anyhow for do tion b the 
executive co ittee at its _eting n xt onday. It 111 t en be u. to 
Dr. Goldmann to balk the mer enc Co cil if he choo.es, or t e the 

tter up th the uthorities in Londo and Jerua lem. The E:tter. ency 
ttee, by the adoption of these resolutions, ·ill t least have its 

o osition cle rl ta.tad nd · 11 ave infor d London nd Je lem 
of its o ition. 

I ill not attend the onda eetin unlens there is a rior 
ree ent th oldmann. I do not ish to en~ ge in ot er wi ee ly 

controversy d I do not ish -tli.s issue to be put on the 1 e of a 
c nfllct bet een e nd . oldmaon~ It is t e issue of e er ency 
Council. The politic 1 aff irs in ,ashin ton cannot be succe fully 
conducted by t.o parallel bodies orkin independentl and even secretly, 

osition hich is even further ravated bJ the er vin of Goldmann 
for ht ne s pe enc 11 "scooping8 , e.nd or ettin credit and 
incr sing his resti e. 

'ith all good 

;bk 

es., 1 re in 

st cordi lly yours, 



OONFIDENTIAL NO. 29 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMEROE1mY OOUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEE 

August 28,1944. 

A meeting of the Bxecutive Committee of the A erican Zionist Emergency 
~ ~ 

Council was held Monday, August 28th, at 4100 p.m, at 342 Madison Ayenue, N.Y.C. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Wise (presiding), Rabbi Philip Bernstein, Mhilip Oruso, Mrs. Jadith 
Leon @elJJnan, 

Epstein,/Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr.Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Louis Segal, 

Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky,/Eroanuel Neumann, Judge .. Morris Rothenberg,/Hermsn Shulman, 

Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Samuel Rothstein, David Wertheim, Meyer w. 'Weisgal. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, 

Harry L. Shapiro. 
Dr. Nahum Goldmaan, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 
Dr. Joseph Cohn, JJDQ11Xiwnar•xmiu■■•tw:tt, Robert Silverman. 

Shu1man 
Mr. jw,¢m11J1 reported that ~ Mr. Lourie had received e. letter 

requesting hill'l to present to the next meeting of the Emergency Council 
from Dr. Silver ~his resignation ~~:kax 

as its co-cahirman and as chtrman of the Executive Committee. In this letter Dr. 

Silver stated that there was no need fo him to elaborate on thB reasons which 

forced him to take this step, since he had pointed them out as forciblyl:B he 

could at the last meeting of the E,cet!utive Committee. 

Following the receipt of this letter Mr. Shulman. as cha!:rman of the 

Program Committee, called a meeting of that Committee. It seemed clear from this 

letter that the resignation was due to the failure of the Program Committee to come 

toa satisfactory solution of the •tfftww}tt ■■ Y problem of the Jewish Agency office. 

The Program Committee met on August 22nd. In addition~ the members of 
by the Chairman 

the Committee, Dr. Wise and irx:xiix Judge Rothenberg were invited to this meeting! and 

attended. When Dr. Silver's letter was received, it was suggested that there be 

aninfo:rmal meeting between Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldmann to see whethe 
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the matter could mn: be disposed ot. 

Following tpe discussions at that meeting the following Resolution was 

adopted, 

11 1) .J'It has been agreed by the Program Committee that all approaches 
to the A,y,erican Government, or its officials, on Kli matters 
related to the program of political activities of the Emergency 
Council shall be undertaken by represente.tives of the Movement only 
with the approval of the Executive Committee of the Council or of 
such sub-committee as may be designated by it. 

2) Dr.Goldmann, as member of the Executiveof the Jewish Agency, has 
1?Xpressed hie assent to this view and his desire to act in confonnity 
therewith and in fullest cooperation with the Emergency Council. 

3) It is propeeed that the Co-Chairmen of the Council alone, or with 
additional persons designated by them, confer with Br.Goldmann regardin& 
the urocedural implementation of these decisions. 

Program Committee at that meeting was as followst 

Th bogrg "'Gllt1m2~N--l"else3~d-1bmrt.'lteommun1cation be addressed-to 
Dr, SiJva:11 1nfo:rJDjng -lli:IB th~Jn view of the abafe action, the 

ixufiiJ MIXdAfnict•b,gxid:mllx Council expressed the earnest hope that Dr. Silver 
will withdraw the resignation that he has tendered, which should 
not be a matter of record. 

This Resolution was then taken up with Dr. Goldmann endDr. Silver. It 

was acceptable to Dr.Goldmann, but not to Dr.Silver. The latter dictated to Mr. 

Shulman's secretary another Re:aolution, reading as follows• 
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The Program Committee recommends to the EAecutive Committee ~ 

favorable action the followings 

1) All approaches to the American Government or its officials 

on matters relating to tre program of political activities of the ~erifan 

Zionist Emerge~cy Council shall be undertaken by representatives of the 

movement only with the prior approval of the Executive Committee of the 

Council. 

2) Dr.Goldmann, as a member of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, 

has assented with this view and has expressed his desire to act in conformity 

there"1th and in fullest cooperation with the Emergency Council. 

3) Whenever matters related to the program of the political activities 

of th~ Emergency Council are brought to the attention of Dr.Goldmann in his 

capaci6y as a member of the Executive of the .Je"1sh Agency, between meetings 

of the Executive of the Emergency Council, which call for an immediate approach 

to the American Government or its officials, Dr.Goldmann shall consult with the 

co-chairmen of the Emergency Council and togaeher they shall decide on procedure 

as to who shall make the approach and in what manner. 

4) The officers of the Jewish Agency in London and in Jerusalem shall 

be informed of this action ef the AmericanZionist Emergency Council and shall 

be requested to commun.1cate in the future directly with the .American Zionist 

Emergency Council on all matters which relate to the political activities of 

the Council. 



This resolution was taken Ut> at a subsequent meeting of the Program 

Oomnittee, held August 24th, which was attended by Mrs. Epstein, Mr. Gellman, 

Mr. Neumann, Mr. Lipsky, Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Wertheim, Mr. Shulman and Mr. 

Shapiro. At this second meeting, in addition to reading this Resolution, L'.r. 

Shulman made clear what he understood was Dr. Silver's position, namely, that 

he and Dr. Wise, as co-chairmen of the Council, receive their instructions from 

the Council and are responsible to it alone. As far as they are concerned, 

there should be no forresponding obligation on their part to consult with Dr. 

Goldmann. On matters within the scope of the Emergency Council Dr. Goldmann 

lllllst consult with the co-chairmen, though not on anything relating to rescue. 

Dr. Silver pointed out further that Dr. Goldmann attends all meetings of the 

Executive Committee and the Council, voices his opinion there, etc., and there­

fore has the same degree of information as have the other members, and that 

rarely is any action taken without the prior approval of the Executive. Fur­

ther, that Dr. Goldmann,as head of the Washington office. receives corrmunica­

tions from the Jewish Agency, which are not addressed to the Council; obviously 

there is need for him to consult with the co-chairmen before taking action on 

these matters. 

At the ireeting of the Program Committee held August 24th, in an effort to 

meet the situation, the following resolution was proposed: 

11 The Program Comnittee recolJllrends to the Executive Corrmittee 
of the American Zionist Emergency Council for favorable 
action the following: 

1) All approaches to the American Govermnent or its 
officials on matters relating to the program of political 
activities of the American Zi&nist Emergency Council shall 
be undertaken by representatives of the movement only with 
the prior approval of the Executive Committee of the Council. 

2) Dr. Goldmann, as a member of the Executive of the 
Jewish Agency, has assented to this view and has agreed to 
act in conformity therewith and in fullest cooperation with 
the Emergency Council; and agrees that he will consult with 
the co-chairmen of the Emergency Council on sue~ matters as 
appear to call for an immediate approach to the American 
Government or its officials. 
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3) It is proposed that the co-chairmen of the Etergency Council 
confer with Dr. Goldmann between meetings of the Executive 
Committee of the Council with the view of carrying out the 
purposes of this understanding. 

Following our agreement that we should try to get both Dr. Silver and 

Dr.Goldmann to accept this fonnu.la, we call.ed Dr.Goldmsnn in to the meeting and 

discussed the matter with him. This formulation was not agreeable to him, because 

of the provision in the latter part of Par. 2) calling for him to consul.t the 

co-che.i:rmenj°! of the Council whereas there is no provision made for the latter 

consulting with h.iJD. Dr.Ooldmann 1s position is that he would be glad to consult 

with Dr. Silver and Dr.Wise if there is a correl!l)onding obligation on their part 

to consult with him on matters requiring ai.iax.tia action. 

We then worked out another formula, which has the approval or Dr.Goldmann 

and which reads as follows 1 

The Program Committee recommends to the Executive Committee of the 
American Zionist Bmergacy Council ~r favorable action the followings 

1) All approaches to the American Oovermnent or its officials 
on xa mat•ers relating to the program of political activities of 
the American Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by repre­
sentativesof the movement only with the prior approval of the 
Executive Committee of the Council. 

2) Dr. Goldmann, as a member of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency, has assented to this view andhas agreed to act in confonnity 
therewith and in fullest cooperation with the Euergency Council and 
its co-chairmen. 

3) It is agreed that the co-chairmen of the Energency Council 
and Dr. Goldmann confer between meetings of the Executive Committee 
of the Council with the view of carrying out the purposes of this 
understanding and achieving the fullest measure of cooperation 
between the representative of the Jewish Agency in the United States 
and the Zionist Emergency Council. 

The Chairman of the Program Committee asked the members of the Committee 

individually how they felt about this formulation, and they all were in favor of 

it with the exception of Mr.Wertheim, who voted against it, and Mr. Neumann. who 
/this preferred the first fomulation worked out at/ 
•t:izg did not vmte against it, but indicated that he/mWx did not object to trying 
but 

to get Dr. Silver to accept it. Mr. Wertheim also indicated that he hadml:ta 

no objection to trying to get Dr.Silver to accept this formulation. 
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After this meeting Mr. Shulman called Dr. Silver 1n Cleveland and presented 

the formulation to him, but he did not accept it. 

Mr. Shulman stated that there had been other conversations since the last 

meeting of the ProgrBlll Committee and asked Mr.Neumann on the further conversations 

he had had. 

Mr. Neumann said that the only concrete suggestion made that would be 

acceptable to Br. Silver was that we adopt only Paragrah 1, namely, a clear 

e:xpression of the thought contained in Paragraph 1. which does not mean a 11:kJda: 

bi-lateral agreement, l>ut would be an expression of the opinion of the Committee. 

This coupled with the suggestion that this be communicated to the officers of the 

Jewish Agency abroad in the hope that this would help to clarify the situation. 

The formulation would thus be something like this• 

11 In the view of the Executive Committee, vital interests of the 
movement at this time require concentration of Zionist political effort 
1n this country and that it therefore be resolved that approaches to 
the American Government by American Zionists or representatives of the 
Jewish Agency be made only with the prior approval of the Executive 
Committee of the Emergency Council." 

Mr. Shulman asked Mr. Neumann whether, if that suggestion is approved, 

it could reads ti .. only after prior consultation with11 , instadad of 11 •• only with 

the prior approval of •• " 

Mr. Neumann said that assuming that after all the attempts have been 

made and we cannot have a ·bi-lateral agreemen~ wh:ih vill beif!Chl INgx binding on 

Dr. Goldmann or the Jewish Agency, therefoee it is proposed to have a unilaterial 
.,-<..J.t:J/J"~. 
tlill'1, 8 P8"3 end~ • 

Dr Goldmann t1'1ought he should make a few things clear. He wished to 

elillinate from the minds of the members the thought that this wasaa matter between 

Dr. Silver and himself. There is no issue between Dr. Silver and him and he did not 

raise any question. The Zionist )!1m~rgency Council was originally established as a 
/,-.t,,, Z~/ 

small committee ef:~a.-et tht_Executive 19-f i1Y qaKej'. Then later the :Emergency 

Committee decided that it was no longer an arm of the Executive and changed its 



name American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs. Then Dr.Weizmann 

ca.me to thi~ country. According to the constitution of the Jewish Agency 

he is the only one entitled to carry on political discussions. An agree­

ment was reached between him and the Emergency Committee which stipulated 

that all matters of public relations were under the lurisdiction of the 

Emergency Committee; negotiatiillns with foreign embassies were the Jurisdic­

tion of the Alsency; and a.11 approaches to the American Government were to be 

a joint responsibility of the Committee and the Agency. When Dr. Silver be-

~ •- chaifman of the Executive he accepted this agree..,nt • He (Dr. Goldmann) 

suggested that they should have regular meetings. 11 Vl'e had two such meetings, 

together with Mr. Montor, who was Executive Director of the Council at the 

time. Then there were no more meetings. I did not do things on my own. 

There were ma;ny things done by Dr. Silver without telling me; I do not think 

tbat lJ\V" last talk with Mr. Stettinius was incorrect. I participated in a meet­

ing of the Program Committee where it was decided that Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver 

should take up again with Mr. Stettinius the question of an approach to the 

President, which was foreseen for the middle of August and also the matter of 

getting the 11grAen light 11 with regard to the Resolution before Congress. I 

told the Program Comnittee at that meeting that I was going to see v~. Stettinius 

on matters connected with the Hungarian Jews, and I also informed Mr. Shapiro _.,,--­

over the telephone that I was going to see him and would take up the matter of 

a priority for Chaim Greenberg, if Dr. Silver had not already done so or was 

planning to do so, as well as the matter of a priority to Palestine for reyself. 

When I arrived at Mr. Stettinius•s office, I apologized for Dr. Wise's absence, 

"-[_ since Dr. Wise usually accompanies me on such visits, indicating that he was 

\ '"on v::ication. Mr. Stettinius then said to me: Please tell Dr. Wise that there 

is no need for us to meet in the middle of August since there was nothing that 
I_. \ 

he could say at present and that the plank on Palestine adopted by the Demo-

cratic Party makes it unnecessary for the President to make a sta.tement at 
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this time. I told Mr. Stettinius that since he had spoken to Dr. Wise and Dr. 

Silver on this matter, he ought to take it up with them again and not with me. 

I also told him that I was not discussing the electoral issue, but that the 

President should independently of that saY so~thing about the future of Pales­

tine. Mr. Stettinius said that they would have to wait until the end of the war 

for further discussion on that. When I asked wey he had mentioned August 15th 

previously, he said that at that time he thought the war would be over by August 

15th. I did not discuss the question of the Congress Resolution with Mr. Stettinius 

at all. 11 

Dr. Goldmann said that the Hungarian question, the specific matter on which 

he went to see Mr. Stettinius, had had to do with the alloca.tion of $10,000,000. 

for which the International Red Cross •as asking. 

It is not a matter between Dr. Silver and himself, said Dr. Goldmann. It 

is a matter between the Executive of the Jewish Agency and the American Zionists. 

He, (Dr. Goldmann) expected to go to Palestine very soon, and immediately after 

the war to London. Thie is a very important question. If every co'Ulltry would 

take the position that their representatives alone mu.st consult their Governments, 

then the World Zionist Organization will be split into groups of individual Feder­

ations. To his mind, Dr. Goldmann stated, giving each country the right to caxry 

on the political discussions in that country v:ould mean breaking the 'llllity of the 

Zionist Movement. 

He could not yield on this matter in principle, said Dr. Goldmann. He per­

sonally was not interested whether he saw Mr. Stettinius or not, but be could not 

}} yield on this matter unless the Zionist Executive ~eed to it. If the .American 

Zionists will adopt the line that negotiations with the American Governmant llillSt 
I 
be carried on only with the agreement of the Emergency Council••• if the Zionist 

Executive yields on this point, he would yield, otherwise be could not. If he 

appeared stubborn, it was because he could not give awa3 the rights of the Executive 

of the Agency. Nevertheless, in order not to create a breach, which would be 

most undesirable, he was willing to go very far. He had 
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said he was willing to concentrate everything in the Binergency Council, that the 

Council should approve of all projects - but there was one condition, namely, that 

Y- he, representina the Executive of the Agency, should know everything that is going 

on. Coming to these meetings once in two weeks is not suf.ficimlt, in his opinion. 

Things happen between meetings. And after all, we are looking forward to a time 

when much will happen. The question of who is to be seen, 9ho is to go to see hilj, 

etc. are not matters which can be discussed by 20 people. 

The Jewish Agency Executive had been considering sending a second 

reoresentative to the United States, Dr. Goldmann pointed out. The Resolution 

adopted by the Executive, therefore, should not mention him specifically. 
___, . 

If the member of the Executive of the Agency will be kept informed 

of the work and regular consultations will take place, then nothing -shall be done 

independently by him. If we sit down once or twice a week, and decide on who is to 

be seen, who is to go to hiln, etc. there will be no difficulties_. But if a 
Dr. Goldmann 

formula is adopted which obliges u to consult Dr. Silver but does not oblige 

~Dr.Silver to consult Dr.Goldmann, he could not accept it. 
\-_ - ~ 
\ ~y of statuo/is the fat that should be had. Constitutionally the Executive 

of the Agency has the right to carry on the political negotiations. 

Dr. Goldmann pointed out that he had agreed to the formulation adopted 

by the Program Committee at its meeting on August 22. The a:k whole thing hinges 

on mutual obligation. If the Emergency Council feels that they should adopt, 

without any bilaterial agreement, the principle that everything has to be done 

by the Council, then that decision must be communicated to the Agency Executive. 
~4'1 ~~7/.z...~ 

~d Dr.Goldmann need not abide by it But 1'f Dr. 6Uver agrees to a bilateriel. 
L 

agreement, Dr. Goldmann will adhere to this agreement. If there were good will 

/ there would be no need of a formal agreement. 

> . If Dr. Silver does not agree and requests for hims~a status of 

X priority, then Dr. Goldmann could not agree on behalf ofthe -~ecutive and the 

Council must 6ecide and convey its decision to the Agency Executive and Dr.Goldmann 

need not consider anything as binding until the Executive of the Agency decides. 
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t1~) 
Rabbi Gold recalled that on the last day the last[Oongress was in session, 

at a meeting of the Permanenz Ausschuss a proposal was adopted to the effect that 

in view of the approaching war something should be done to enable the American 

Zionists to do political work :tn Washington, since it might not be nossible for 

members of the Agency Executive to work there. Thus representatives of the 
in America 

W.Z.O./were to be designated to act for the Executive in Washington. This was 

he origin of the creation of the American Zionist E ergenpy Ooum:il. 
"' 

Rabbi Gold said he was under the impression that the A.Z.E.C. was acting 

not for the Zionists of America bllt was an agency of the w.z.o. and because the 

American Zionists are 1n a better position to deal with the A erican Government 
'" 

and Washington would be the center for world affairs , the committee in Washington 

could act on behalf of the Executive. Later on, when certain changes were made 

in the constitution of the F.me~gency Committee, ttxxx that was done because of 

certain circumstances here, ldlich had to do vi.th registering as a foreign agent. 

The change was only in name, but the Committee was to continue to act for the w.z.o. 
Rabbi Gold could not understand, therefore, why Dr. Goldmann said that it will 

cause a breach of unit7 in the Zionist movement. When there is a member of the 

Jewish Agency in this couotry, it is only right that he should be present at all 

meetings of the Emergency Council, that his advice should be reckoned wt th. The 

question raised by Dr.Silver was that Dr.Goldmann went t.o Washington and acted 

independently without consulting the Executive of the "'ouncil. and was tlms 

acting for the w.z.o. Since there has been no Congress since 1939, no change aas 
been made in the arrangement made in Geneva. 

~ Dr.Goldmann said it was never a decided by the Zionist \I ongress to set up 

an arm of the Agency Executi'fe 1n Washington. The Permanenz Ausschuss is not 

able to make decisions. What happened was that in the last days of the Congress 

people IDda asked what would happen during the war, •• we would lose contact 

with the movement. Dr. Solomon Goldman suggested that the Executive set up a small 

committee, to act in the U.S. He, (Dr.Na.hum Goldmann) was theone who made the 

motion that a small committee be name,{,to represent the Executive as long ~s the 
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Executive could not act in America. The saire Executive that decided to appoint 

you decided to set up an office in Washington. 

2) You say there was a change of name. It was more than that. There were 

discussions here for ~eeks concerning it. You decided in your Constitution that 

you would not represent the Executive any longer. You changed the whole Consti­

tution and you made it clear that you are representatives of the American Zionists. 

But in any case the Council denied its authority from the Executive which is in 

a position to determine the extent of that authority. 

With regard to the agreement reached with Dr. Weizmann when he was in .,\' 

this country, Dr. Silver agreed to this in the beginning. If, without consulting 

the Agency Executive and without the consent of the Executive, you will adopt the 

principle that only you can approach the American Government, it will be a bre~ch 

of unity in the Zionist movement. 

Mr. Lourie read from the minutes of the Emergency Committee a Palcor 

cable dated September 1, 1939, reporting the establishment by the Executive of 

the Emergency Committee. 

Mr. Wertheim recalled that there had been a great deal of confusion at 

that time in Geneva. The Executive, however, had appointed the committee and he 

assumed the Executive had al~o organized the Jewish Agency Bureau here. Why 

should not we as American Zionists, act here? :But when we discuss formulas, 

it is Dr. Goldmann who should yield. The organizations were here first. He ~ 

had been opposed to the establishment of the Jewish Agency Bureau here. If a 

member of the Executive comes here on a mission, there is no difficulty. They 

will also consult us. But the difficulty arose because there is a resident 

member of the Agency here. The principle is one thing, but the technique is 

another. Our co-chairmen mu.st see the American Government officials, not Dr. 

Goldma.nn. Therefore I feel that Dr. Silver is justified in his demands and - __..-"\ 

we American Zionists shoy.ld make our pesition clear. We should appeal to Dr. 
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Goldmann to accept that position. This is not only my po~ition, but the 

position of the Central Committee of the Poale Zion. 

Mrs. Epstein remembered the whole discussion in &eneva. Mrs. Epstein 

considered that if Mr. Ben-Gurion came here he would have a constitutional 

right to do political work. 

But there is an issue that has been legitimately raised. There must 

be integration. \Ve were right in pointing out the difficulties to Dr. 

Goldmann. She felt he had met us in this situation. We have to make up 

our minds as to the status of the Jewish Agency. Mrs. Epstein thought 

that the analysis of Dr. Goldmann was correct. It is essential, even 

from the point of view of Dr. Silver, that there be conRultations. 

Dr. Goldstein said it seemed to him that the origin of the Emergency 

Comnd.ttee was a.n enigma wrapped in a riddle. It was established on the 

assumption that corrmunication would be impossible between Jerusalem, 

London and New York. Dr. Weizmann, ?Ar. Ben-Gurion, Dr. Joseph, etc. ba.ve 

all been here. The conditione for this formula have not existed. 

We have to bear in mind certain facts. It is a fact tba.t Dr. Weizmann 

was here and established an office of the Jewish Agency. He did not estab­

lish it not to function. He intended this office to be an integral part 

of the political work in Washington. There is a logic in the situation 

and a psychologic! 
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Logically Dr.Goldmann1s position cannot be contradttted. Ir, hoever, that position 

is going to create difficulties in American Zionism, there is a question whether 

we can afford to create that kind of rift. 

In the meant~e,Dr. Goldstein felt that it might be wise to consult with 

the Agency Executive and apprise them of these discussions and at least fet 1m 

. 
some reaction from them. Perhaps the reaction will be such that Dr. Goldmann 

will be convinced that he is right in yielding to Dr.Silver. The matter does not 

have to be decided this week or next. 

Mr. Segal did not think that anyone was :an caallenging the authority 

of the iwnrt:skxAguc, dxwY Zionist Executive. Some. of us are laboring to take a 

logical po~Uion and do something that will nnlix have the opposite result. 

The position is that we have a centralized body in Zionism here to conduct 

political work, consisting of all Zionist bodies in America. This body recognizes 
uses 

the authority of the Executive. If the Executive smcu this authority-to reduce 

the status of the Emergency Council, there is something wrong. If, on the other 

hand, the Execv.tive states that we are cognizant of the fact that this is a 

centralized body and entrusts it with political work, and furthermore that they 

will join in and work with us, there is no quarrel. If, however, they will take 

the position that this body must ma::twx remember that there is a representative 

of the Zionist Executive in this country which is superior in status to it, either 

in WJIIIWlfK:trhaalr action or by implication, then we should go out of tueiness. 

Why have a centralized body which does not feel secure in its actions? The 

Zionist Executive has a perfect right to say that they have the right to do all 

the politieal work in the U.S. If they are not going to do this, i-1tx■w11■ ¥ 

they must aecept IIDIXXJIX the situation existing in the U.S. 

Mr.S~gal said that his formu1a was that as long as the W.Z.Executive 

will not make a statement to the Zionist bodies in America that political activities 

in America rest with the Zionist Executive, the Zionist bodies have an organ, 

the Z.E.Oouncil, conducting the Zionist activities, and this organ recognizes the 
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fact that whoever is in this country representing the Zionist Executive is to 

work with this body, ~-•■11lwet1~~iahx 

Mr. Segal did not believe that at this time we are ready to disturb 

our working possibilities. Dr.Silver has to see it; ~r. Goldmann has to see it. 

Dr. Silver must see that Dr. Goldmann is psychologically satisfied. Dr. Goldmann 

has to see that the Z.E.O. is the body to conduct political activities in the 

U.S. until the Zionist Executive takes over. 

Judge Rosenblatt was glad that Vr. Goldmann had placed the matter on an 

impersonal basis. ibiwrtwwilJx During the last war, when Dr.Schmaryahu Levin 

was in the U.S. he worked with the Provisional 0ommittee. We WID"keil represented 

then 3 million Jews; and now we represent 5 million Jews. It is more important 

to us if Dr. Wise ·does the talking in Washington and not someone who is not an 

America~. 

Judge Rosenblatt agreed with Mr.Segal that the Executive may take tnt 

authority away from us. But there cannot be two bodies/ working. There must be 
v f/4 

one body and a body /hae, speaks forL 5 million Jews of America. 

Mr. Neumann, speaking of the character of the Emergency Committee, believed 

that this committee did not speing into being of its own. It was constituted 

definitely under the authority of the w.z.o. He remembered when Dr. Goldstein 

had :tJumtt insisted that his membership in the Emergency Committee was under the 

authority of the w.z.o. (Dr.Goldstein denied that this was so - that he considered 

his membership under the authority of the W.Z.Executive). When there were dis­

cussions about changing the name, Mr. Newnann continued, it was on the basis of 

But assurances were given that it was not intended to cut loose from the w.z.o., 
that we were going to carryon as trustees for the w.z.o. While we made these by­

laws and made provision for the organizations to part~ipate, we did not do away 

with the original membership designated by the W.Z. Executive. It was never 

intended that we regard ourselves DX only as representatives of local Zionists. 



-14-

p4s/-
We are a~ legal body et up to meet a war situation. Essentially the 

situation has not changed. 

It is true, said Mr.Neumann, that all these years there has been no 

Congress, nor no fullmeeting of the Actions Committee. It has not mJ:Ju. even 

been possible to have a M.l meeting of the 

of the Actions Committee~~ have not 

entire Zionist Executive. Members 
~ ;<,-~ ~~'4.. ✓. 

been able to .function. That proves~ 
"-

that we are in the midst of an emergency situation caused by the war, and we have 

extra-legal functions that are recognized. 
is 

The main great distinction/aetween questions of policy and the matter ot 

tactics. When it comes to questions of policy, if we find ourselves in disagreement 

with the jiiil:li;i&xx policies of the w.z. Executive and cannot follow them, then we 

are breaking the unity of the movement. But on the question of tactics, when it 

comes to deciding who shall see somebody in 1he American Government, we are not 

doing so. 

Mr. Neumann said he was strongly opposed to Ben-iurion setting up a political 
would 

Bureau. If Dr. Joseph were here. a we have to take the position that Dr.Wise 

and Dr. Silver cannot see people without asking Dr.Joseph? With regard to Dr. 

Weizmann, he occupies a unique position/ JDDixxtx he hs charged with the 

responsibility of carrying on the activities between Congresses. 
ck~ ~ ~ 

The situation is complicated by personalities. But ~hav.iiag two 

political agencies funct ioning at the same time ox is inherently impossible. 

The Agency decided to establish that office at a particular moment, when there was 

a vacuum in Washington. The moment the Emergency Council became active, you had 

a situation which invited clashes. 

Mr. feumann understood Dr.Ooldmann's reservation that he cannot and v1ll 

not ~ bind the Executive to the Resolution that we may adopt here. But 

certainly if we feel that it is necessary to have centralization of Zionist 

political effort in this country, then we cannot possibly have such centralization 

except through such a body as we have here. This is the place through which 811 
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proposed actimn should be decided. We cannot go beyond that at the pres-

ent moment. The question of procedure is another thing. Therefore we 

should divide tr~ problem, take it in two stages. We should make pro­

vision that all approaches to the American Government should clear through 

this Committee, by whomever they are made. That does not dispose of ques­

tions that may arise with regard to procedure. One thing we should not 

do, and that is temporize indefinitely. 

Dr. Goldmann has seid he does not object to the principle embodied in 

Paragraph 1 provided we work out a modus operandi which is acceptable to 

him and the co-che.irmen. But at least we can state the position. The posi­

tion at present is as follows: The Chairman of the Executive has resigned. 

It is indic '::• ted that he will not withdraw his resignation unless the Execu­

tive Committee makes its position clear on the central point, namely, that 

all approaches to the Government shall be cleared through here. Clarify 

that and the chairman of the Executive returns. The question of deciding 

on procedure will require further action. 

Dr. Wise, who had to leave the meeting a.t this point, read the letter 

he had received from Mr. Stettinius from Dumbarton Oaks. 

Dr. Wise said he could not help feeling we were making a mountain out 
I 

"{of a molehill. There is the World Zionist Organization, the Executive, 

which has its representatives here, and there is this Emergency Council. 

Can we not come to an agreement which recognizes that the Emergency Council )( 

bas one status and the Agency Executive a parallel status. Vlby cannot we ---make an agreement that in all matters of approach to the American Government 

there shall be previous consu.lta.tion between the co-chairmen of the Emergency 

Council and the representative of the Executive. He was sure that if Dr. 

Silver sat down with them they would reach an agreement. 

Dr. Wise suggeste~ that a small Committee be named. consisting of Mr. 
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Shulma.n, Judge Rothenberg and Mr. Lipsky, to work out something and submit 

it to Dr. Sil~r and request that he meet with us in the nearest future 

and discuss the whole thing with us. We are laboring together for a com­

mon cause. After all, Dr. Goldmann is the American representative of the 

Agency. All approaches to the Americe.n Government should be made by this 

body in consultAtion with representatives of the Agency. That is reason­

able. 

Mrs. Halprin pointed out that the discussion heretofore had not been 

to the issue. Dr. Goldmann bas accepted the point to which everybody was 

talking, that he not entitled to act independently. There is, further, 

no use talking on the point that the Emergency Council is entitled to 

make representations to the American Government since Dr. Goldmann ack­

nowledges that. What Dr. Goldmann asks is that between meetings of the 

Executive there shall be thinking in comnon between the leaders of the 

moveirent here. 

Mrs. Halprin said she would consider it the greatest catastrophe if 

Dr. Silver resigned at this ti:oo. ::Bu.t for the effectiveness of the work 

it was neeesf;a.ry that he and Dr. Goldmann work together. 

Judge Rothenberg agreed that the argument had been proceeding as if 

a constitutional question was at issue. But Dr. Goldmann saYs he is will­

ing to work with and through the Emergency Council and it would be a. mis­

take to deal with it on the constitutional basis. If Dr. Goldmann ever 

takes the position that he has the right to act independently, .we will 

discuss it then. But be has not said that. We have not succeeded in 

convincing Dr. Silver. The issue he raised, however, that there should not 

be independent action on the part of Dr. Goldmann has been met, and is ack­

nowledged by all. 
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Judge Rothenber~ said it would be desirable if Dr. Silver could 

sit down and talk with Dr. Goldmann. However, he did not think that 

we ought to force any resolution. We ought to try to convince Dr. 

Silver to withdraw his resignation on the basis of the general accept­

ance of the principle contained in Pare.grpph l of the resolution of the 

Program Committee. 

Mr. Lipsky agreed absolutely with Judge Rothenberg. In essence there 

is absolute agreement here. Mr. Lipsky was surprised when Dr. Goldmann, 

without consulting the Agency Executive, accepted the principle of Para­

graph 1. Any agreement that makes Emergency Council and Agency activi­

ties together possible sh011ld be accepted, especially when everyone is 

sincere in asking for the withdrawal of Dr. Silver's resignation. It is 

not a matter on which we can afford to get into a controversy. 

Mr. Gellman agreed with Judge Rothenberg. In order to satisfy both 

sides we should adopt the principle in Paragraph 1. As far as Paragraph 

3 is concerned, we should appoint a comnittee to talk it over with Dr. 

Silver. 

Judge Rothenberg moved that we ask Dr. Silver to withdraw his resig­

nation; and that a sub-committee be appointed to confer with Dr. Silver 

and arrive at an understanding on the basis of the discussion this after­

noon. This motion was seconded by Mr. Rothstein. 

Mr. Neumann proposed that a vote be taken on the intent and purpose 

of Paragraph land then have a sub-conmittee confer with Dr. Silver and 

Dr. Goldmann. 
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Mr.Rothstein thought it inadvisable to adopt anything piecemeal.. We are 

interested in having Dr. Silver withdraw his resignation. If the Committee sits 

down with him and he hears the expression of vieve here. the position will be clear. 

Why have anybody feel that there has to be previpitous action on our part? 

Mr. 1~eumann said he was not opposed to Judge Rothenberg' s motion, but it 

is simply because he believes that unless we at least aco on the principle, we 

will not get very far. 

Mr. Shulman then proposed the attached formulation. (~ JF• :)...,o) 

Dr. Goldmann stated he wanted to make it clear that his agreement depended 

}-on an agreement veing \t/Orked out as to how the principle would be implemented. 

Neither the representative of the Jewish Agency or the members of the imergeney 

Oouocil find anything wrong with Par.l. !here is a difference of opinion as to 

'f how it can be worked out. 

Rabbi Feuer said he saw Dr.Silver last night, when he disuussed the 

matter thoroughly with him. He thought Dr.Goldmann had made himself clear. However, 

some statements were made which were unfair, namely, that Dr.Silver ha■ refused 

to talk things over with Dr.Goldmann. That is not correct. Dr. Silver believes 

he has worked within the framework of the huctx principle enbodied in Par.l, 

that he has not made contacts with important people until these things were 

thrashed out by the Executive. Rightly or wrongly, he does not think Paat 

Dr.Goldmann has been operating in that way. He therefore thought it vp1c■HIJID[ia:te 

essential. that there be a reaffirmation of that principle by this body. 

Rabbi Feuer said he got the feeling when he left Dr. Silver last night 

that unless there is a clear affirmation of the principle in Par. l, within the 
within 

framework of which he haa operated and/ which he believes Dr. Goldmann has not 

operated, he will not change his mind. He. Rabbi Feuer, would make every effort 

to persuade him to do so, and he knew that Dr. Neumann would do the same, but it 

would be easier if there is a clear affi:nnation of this principle. 

Mr. Lipsky said it is qui~e p■••)!lw possible that the adoption of the 
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principle does not settle the question. Later we may have to settle the 

question of the procedure. There has got to be an implementation of the principle. 

Mr.Shulman's motion was then voted on affirmatively. Mr. Neumann 

wished to be recorded as not voting. 



~i-lle~~ C ~~;t ci~ 
The following motion WuS adopted by ~i;mative vote 

of all the members present at the meeting ,ith the exce tion of 
r. Neumann who wished to be recorded as not voting: 

The ~xecutive Committee finds it impossible to accept 
the resign tion ten:iered by Dr. Silver as its chairman and earnestly 
requests him to ithdraw said resignation which shound not be made 
a matter of record. 

In view of the situation which has ~risen the Executive 
Committee expresses its aJproval of the principle embodied in paragraph 
one of the resolution drafted by the program committee Wiich reads 
as follows: 11 apl-'roaches to the Americ ... n Government or its officials 
on matters relatingt> the program of political activities of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by representatives 
of the Movement only with the prior approval of the Executive Committee 
of the Council." 

It urges Dr. Silver to confer with a sub-coID1T.ittee of the 
Executive Committee to discuss how this principle can best be put into 
ef~ect in order to insure the maximum amount of coordination in the 
political work . 

Dictated by Mr . Neumann on August 29, 1944 

--
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Mr. Shulman reported following the action of the Executive Committee 

s.t the meeting of August 28th, when the attached 1retion was adopted, 
meet with Dr.Silver. consisting 

a sub-committee had been appointed to •is«•• Ji:lmlbaRx 

ikiaxxJ11F.c®meik&1excwwatn1w of Judge Rothenberg, Mr. Lipsky and Mr.Shulman. 

The action of the meeting was communicated to Dr. Silver, and Babbi Feuer, 
also 

who was in Cleveland immediately after bae meeting,/gave hlJn the gist of the 

discussion and the action taken, and expressed to him the earnest hope of the 

Executive that he agree to the action and withdraw his resignation. He heard 

yesterday, Mr. Shulman continued, that Dr. Sillrer feels that on the basis of 

the info1?111ation given to him. he is not in a position to withdraw his 

resignation. He dictated the followings c~ A 
Dr. Wise stated that he had come to feel that inasmuch as Dr . Silver has 

res d the chairmanship of the ~er gency Council that resignation must be 

referred to the entire body and t he Executive Committee has not the power to 

~ reach any decision as to the resigne.tio_n_._ ~~~~~ In answer to Mr.Segal 1s question 

he said he believed this body could make a recommenlation to the full Council. 
• .JI' ,"' ... 

Mr. Neumann pointed out that Dr. Silver has also resigned as chairmen of 

the Exedutive Committee. and it therefore JIPX properly lies within the scope of 

the Executive to deal with He did not see any reason for postpcntng the matter. 

There i s work to be done. 

Dr.Wise agreed there were things to be done, and that was why he suggested 

~~ referring the matter to the full Council and proceeding with the 

important agenda before us this afternoon. 

Mr.Gellman suggested that this Committee make a recommendation th the Council. 

Dr. Goldstein pointed out that the Z.O.A. Executive Committee is scheduled 

t o meet Septembe~ 12th, and the z.o.A. should be in a position to instruct its 

representatives on the Council. 



Mr. Wertheim thought it was not usual to shi,t the responsibility to 

the full Council without a recommendation• 

' The other organizations have discussed it. 

Mr. Neumann urged that the matter be disposed of' as soon as possible. 

It was conceivable that the WA could hold a special meeting before the 12th. 

He did not think it desirable to have this thing drawn out. He agreed that 

it was necessary that the Executive Committee cane to the Oouneil with a 

redommendation. 

Dr.Wise asked whether we could do so when people like Dr.Goldstein 

feel that they must have inetructions from their organizations. 

Mr. Neumann pointed out that we have been dealing with this matter for 

some tiJne now and all those here expressed their opinion on the matter. ci■ kfaJtx 
~.-.-nSwkwki+1iMt1K1(YJlp■cl1)xw■wkl1AX■fckWwMf41lxla+++klwwxc+■lMQIDYXWmrma■e■di 
nxuu Dr. ~ise pointed out that the decision reached by the Executive in the 
~ 

matter has been annulled by Dr. Silver's refusal to withdraw his resignation. 
I 

Mr.Shulman oointed out that the action taken at the mating was subject 

to the approval of' the full ~mergency Council. The action of the Executive 

adopted a principle and provided Qi• means by which an agreement could be reached. 

Had the sub-committee met with .Ur.Silver, by the time the full Council would 

have met, there could have been presented to it not only the princi;le, but 
with 

the procedure. Dr.Silver makes it clear that only/the adoption of' the two 

princioles laid down by him rill he withdraw his resignation. The Executive 

Committee must now decide whether it waBts to go further. A question of this 

kind involving major question of policy as well as the resignation of an 

officer, rests with the full Q 

Mrs. Epstein moved that a full meeting of the Council be called for 

Thursday, Spete!...ber JQ:th , unless in the meantime Dr. Goldstein has been able to 

arrange for an earlier meeting of the 'lJJA ixecutive. 
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Mr. Gellman stated that in the ~w week• ve n-ied to oettle the 

matter, but could not find a formula acceptable to both parties. We must 

realize cannot afford under any circumstances to lose Dr. Silver. 

--•■Jara,; hat we adopt the formula which was presented bp Dr. Silver. 

This motion was seconded by Mr.Wertheim. 

Dr. Goldstein raised the question of having to get instructions from 

the mA in order to vote on this motion. 

Mr. W erth~im pointed out that some of us can agree to the recommendation 

in our on name. 

Mrs. Shulman stated that the Executive Committee had gone as far as 

it could in trying to settle the matter. The rest must be referred to the 

larger body. It should go to the full Council without a recommendation 

from this committee. 

Mr. Neumann pointed cut that this matter was broached fuxi.}of 

three weeks ago today. It seemed to him that on a matter~ as important 

as this, requiring 
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/motion, 
and Mr.G. 
agreed. 

consideration by the 'l/JA Exedufive, some steps might have be ~n taken 

before this~ get action. The Constitution of the WA calls for meetings 
I 

' of the Executive between regular meetings, for consultations. He was put 

out, Mr . eumann aaid, by the suggestion that we let the matter ride until 

Sept. 14th. This is very urgent matter~ for the 'l/JA as well. If consultations 

were indicated, some steps might have been taken before this to get instructions. 

Dr.Wise ·pointed out that it had been our hope that Dr.Silver would 

acceot our request that he "1thdraw his resignation. It was unanimously 

decided at the last meeting that we ask him to do so. When it seemed that 

the situation might be settled there was no need to get instructions. 

Mr. Neumann ptated that the Executive Committee has acted on matters 

requring final action before. He urged that a recommendation be made to the 

Council. 

in ab 

Mr. Boukstein moved that Mr.OellJnan's motion be tabled. Seconde~\Wi 1 

Mr.Segal pointed out that we will gain very little by sustaining Oel lman's 
motion, but we can lose much. He appealed to Mr.OeJ.?-man to withdraw hi 

Mr. Sbu)man suggested that Dr.Silver be asked to nold his resignatio 

in abeyance pending action by the F.mergency Council. 



,,. 

In order to carr j t hrough eff 3ctively t . e intent of rinciplo i o . 1 
w. · ch rr s ado;,t ed unanimousl y be t l.e .i.!.Xecu ive Co it tee, and the only . 
• ossible ay in 'Ji_ ·ch that J rinciple can e put int r ctice is s .-.a s 
sugges t ed by Dr . ilver in t he pro~ osals _ e made to t he ... rogram Committee t ha t 

1) Between meeti ngs of tbe Executive, .attars r e uiri n ur ent and 
i ediate acti on hich ~re brought to t he att ntion 0.f t . e rel.Jr es· ntative of the 
J e- i h gency shall be disc · ued :yi t ".e oit3-chairmen of tr e Col)ncil by 
Dr. Gol dmann , and t ogether t !1ey sh 11 a. 7 r ee on t e rocedure to be folio 11ed . 

, 2) e officials of t he J ewish A8ency i n ondon 
~P r~s ed of he a bove ~c t ion f th Exec t i ve Co~.mittee 
hareaf t er to c o • uni ch te on all t ters v 1 · ch reL. t e t o 
in Americ directly it' t he Ame ricun Zioni s t Emer gency 

· .d J erus l em s h;,;cll be 
, nd s.,a.11 be re uested 

Zionist ?Olitica l rork 
Counc i l. 

Dr. i - ver is not averse to ms eti -tith any co_ i ttee , but he feels 
t hat s uch r.:ie etin~s ar e unneces ar✓ in~smuch the subject has so t oroughly 
been dis cus sed by . , by t he Pro0 r Committee and b- t he Executive Co i t t ee . 
Furt. e r di s cussi on i n co ittee i s not l i ely to shed any more l i 0 ht on the 
subject. 

iJ (VY 

r suggest 1 t, o ve - simpl e · rocedures t o i plement t he .?rinciple 
.hie ms .... dopted b~ the Bxecutive Co;nmittee? He feels t hc.t t hese t wo 

) r o osals ·e indis ensable to t lB successf ul ope -tion of t he E!fll::l r gency Council 
an to his own e fective s er vice. 

He _eels t hc.;. t t he r ight o- the J ewish Agency to est blish polit i c· l 
ur ~c::..us i s not involved. No one has uestioned .h,-i.t right. It is a 1uostion 

of efficient o era ti on and .c1r- ctice.l neces si t • The E,~ . r J ency Council s !lon l d 
· e its position cl ear ~nd ut itself on record s doin; hut it re6 ~r s 

as necess r y for t ~.e successful J ros ecution of the oli t i ca l r1ork of t he 
Zi onist :,1ove ... _nt in 1is country . It · 11 t hen be up t o t he . ...,ency to 
indicate i t s ovm ~osition if it so chooses. Th : e cy mi0 ht come t o feel tb.ut 
a s a r esult of ere-or gani zation of the Elrc r a . cy Council, t he f ~r ore 
efficient ,,ork ,,. i ch it has been d ing since it re- or g ..... ni z~ t ion, th t t he 
continued existence i n this country of _tJoli t ica l bure~u ;hich t.'l<..S cotablis hed 
by i t l e t year is no lon e r nece s ar y or ,o.t its unctions should be l ; li. ted 
to Latin-Americ interests . I n any case, t . is is a m t t er for t he J mdsh 
Ar.: en cy to det ermine. 11ha.t t he E er e;ency Council is called u on t o d o i to 
make its ,m ?O~ition ver y clear not a l on~ .d t h r ,.,,g rd to ,.:irinciple, but with 
re · r d to rocedure. 



• 
I l PROPOSALS 

1) For the purpose of promoting effective coordination of Zi onist political 

efforts in this country, the Co-Chairmen of the American Zionist Emergency 

~iJl.are t~d _:_::v~ t :gether wit _""n and Mr . Li sh--y 

as~ al committee -represent ~:1&' t he World Executive in charge cff p o-

li tica~--~~:~ o.f the Jewish Agency in this country . { rt is to meet 

p eriodically , preferably between meetings of the Executi ve Committee of 

~~'' '"""o .... u.,,ncil~ r;: 
2) Note is taken 1r t~ unanimous 

American Zionist Emergency Council affirming t he principle that 

.! 

t o the American Government or its officials on matters relating to t he pro gram/ ~ .~ ~ 

of political activities of th~ American Zionist Emergency Council shall be i ~ l 
undertaken by representatives of the movement only with the prior approval off I."")~ 

the Executive Committee of the Counc i l. 11 This is accep ted as a guide for 

future 8 ction . 

enlarged committee of t h e Polit i cal Bureau of t he Age ncy will deal 

inter alia wi t h : 

communica ti ons from the World Executive and other sources, and 
proposals to approach Government officials in Washington on matter s of 
immedi ate urgency, always giving due consi derat :i.on to the plans and 
current activit ies of t he American Zionist Emergency Council. 

Committee will reach agreement regarding the step s to be taken, by whom 

what manner. 

4) The Committee will be gui ded on questions of broad policy and basic prin-

Cl ciple by the views of the orld Executi ve, and on mat ter s of method and pro­

cedure by the views of t he American Zionist Erner ency Council. 

5) Existing arrangements f or t he exchange of i nformation between the Council 

and the Agency Bureau are to be extended so that each may have knowledge of 

the ~lans and activities of the other, as well a s of i nformation in the 

possession of both . 



I wish in the f i rst pl ce to repeat roy warning at the last meet­

ns,:; attempting to infl a te t his pro bl e m into an issue of cosmic pro­

portions as if th\ s were a revolt against the authority of prero a tiveB of 

th orld Zionist Execu tive. Quite d fini ely it i s not. ~ s1tu tion ia 

simpl d clear . Bot h t he Emergency Council and the Political Bureau 

directed b y Dr. Goldmmm have been set up nder t he authorit of the World 

Ex cu tive. Th Council is technically an .American body but e.ctuall it is 

act ng as t e custodian and trustee of the interests of world Zionism e.s 

orig'ne.lly inte ded, an.d to the s ame degree a1 Dr. Goldmann' s Bureau. lfo 

major polic ies or major inciples are involved. The sole issue is whether 

or not the day t o day activ i ti vi s- a- vis the .American Gov r nm nt shall be 

~ 
ce_rried on by and through the Council and its conatitu8Tit re re entat .ve s . 

I t shoul d be carefully noted for the record that Dr. Silver 

h•s not demanded , is no t demanding the abo ition of t he Politicbl iureau of 

the Agency . He has not demanded, is not demanding that Dr. Gol dmann oease 

all his political act iv ties in his various capacities. There e.re large 

areas of those activ ties in which Dr. Silv r n ither cl is nor de sires 

any _ artioipat ·on. There is the World Jens Congress; thex·e II the field 

of contacts with t he representat ives of foreign governments 1n i ashington; 

there is Canada, Mexico, ~outh .America. There are economi c oblems and 

act ivities with which he Jewish J.gency is concerned. All of these and 
I 

other matter with which Dr. Goldmann is coµcerned, Dr. S 1ve1· does not 

attempt to interfere wi th. He onl y ask~ that in the one f ield with wMch 

the Emergency Council is concern , r..xi.ely , political ac t ion on the 
/ 

.American scene and vis-a-Tis t he .American Governnent, shoul d be r garded 

as th re ~onsibilit f or the t i me being of the Counc 1 . 
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1 reoell tho atte , :! -, Gcrion who, a• Chairman of: the 

Jerieh .Agency Executive, occu.piee a higher position than Dr. Goldmann,..,a.ilQCli­

to stablish Political Bureau of the .Agency in ashington and the sharp 

r action to that attempt on the part of the Emergency Council at that time. 

I vividly recall he sc ne in one of he rooms of the mergency Committ e's 

offices at that 1me. Mr. :Ben Gurion called me in as well as Dr. Goldmann 

and info ed ua a few minutes before meeiing of the Emergency Committee 

wa to open, that he had decided to establish an offic in Waehington. He 

had not consulted t Executive in Palestine; he had not consulted Dr. 

Weizmann; he had not consulted hie colleagues who were on th spot here in 

erica, neither Mr. Lip nor even Dr. Goldmann, who first heard of it 

at the mo nt hen I heard it. Dr. Goldmann uggeated the propriety of 

presenting the matter at the meeting of the Emergency Oom:nittee for consid­

eration; but Mr. :Ben Gurion replied "I will not iscus 1 t with the Emer­

gency Oomr:iit t •. I will inf'orm them of m, d ci ion." 

l3 n Gurion w Ohairman of the J.&en.cy Executive. Did be have 

the right to take such action? Did he carry w1 th him the full authority 

of the E:xeouti ve wbar ver he went in tbe cour of hie travel l ould he 

have been Bil tained by the Execu.tive Committee? Tb ee questions remained 

unans red because • B8 n Gurion end d up by declaring that irrespective 

of the prerogatives of th Agency Execo. tive or of his own prerogatives as 

it Chairman, he 1'0uld not undertake 81JY steps of a political nature in 

th11 country without the approval of the E rge-a;,y Oommittee and its lead­

er hip. 

Now we are told that tor us to adopt a reaolution exprea ing 

our wi she regarding the procedure, regarding the manner in which the 

practical d.ey to day work shall be carried on would oonsti tute a erioua 

breach bet ua and the orld Executive. Clearly that 1, Dr. Goldmann'• 



wn int r tntio of sue action. Sure y 1 do s not hav the authorization 

of the .A.gency Ex cru.tiv to ch a construction upon the re lution 

urged by Dr. Silver. Dr. Gold: n does ot ev n cl 1. to h Te such e,:pre s 

~thoriz tion to so interpret theae propo •• 

otually, re:tore, such su baa not arl n d may never 

ari e be e us and the Executive. We ar erfec ly within our right as 

loyal Zionists to point out to the Executive the vital importance of oentrali1lng 

Z oni t 11t1c action 1n th1 country through our Council end to approve our 

etand and to ti 

what po 1tion the 

e ment w th us on th s mntt r. e cannot t1c1p te 

nay Exeoutiv will t • I can conceiv of av iat7 or 

d c1Bions it mi t take to roeet the situation. Certainly at thi moment there 

is ab olutely 

uch cardi 1 

ound for a uming that t y will re ard thi atter as ot 

Dr. Goldmann'• position ev n 1.f it involv the r aignation of Dr. Silv rand 

the con equ noes when tha mey entail. If w 

challenged by the orld Executive after caref-, 

t - this action end it •~ 

consideration and after hear-

ing both ides ot th e.r ent, that is br1d we ehall cro s when get 

to it. 

I c ot help being struck by th circumstance th t ou- Poalei 

Zion friends e with Dr. Silv r's po ition 100~ ter full con id ration 

o! th que tion. y have done so unanimously. ely no one eltevea 

t t t Poalei Zion li?'e leH loyal to t orld E~ outive, in which their 

perty hes work.in m jority, t an 1a anyone else in this room. They d 

th izrachi l'llpport Dr. Silver. The unwillingn II to support him appear, 

rather in the circles of the ZOA. and Hadaesah. .. 
Only a few we sago we had another, though~l••~r1s1s." 

It w hortly ter the adoption of tbe P lestine plsnk int platform ot 

the R bl 1c pert • Dr. Si v r r d . t1. of re o tion ex-

pressing our sati faction with that eection of the plank which endor d 



Zionist aspirations. Again there was a sharp division. That does no1; 

matter, but I was shocked to learn upon my return to the city bow the 

members of this Cotm:iittee d.iYided. .Again it was the Poalei Zion and 

U11roohl who Sl.IJ?portt Dr. Silver solidly while such opposition as there 

was to the resolution 'rb.at hardly oints to an 

objective consideraUon ot the question by individuals acting in accordance 

with thdr own be9t jud nt and conscience. '?hose who oppoaed it claimed 

that such a resolution would be regarded as an unfriendly aot towards ill• 

President and the Democratic party. Were the Poalei Zion less loyal to 

President RooseTel t or less committed to his Gl.IJ?port in tho forthcoming 

elections? Yet they voted with Silver without a qualm. as they are sup­

porting him today. 

The pattern whiche:1erges from this it clear. It is the pattern 

o! partisanship in which persons and groups r,act o e1 tuations largely in 

accordance with their basic attitude towards Dr. S1.lv r wd 'his lee.derBhip. 

There are those who give Silver their complete confidence e.nd nre anxious 

to give him ~11 eupport, and there are those who do not share that a.tt tude. 

We have had many divisions before on various issues with much the same lineup. 

We had 1 t at the very beginning in connection with ..,.purely technical quastion4 

such aa the internal reorganisation of our work. We had 1 t on the issue of an 

aggreesi ve attitude towards the Roosevelt Administration. We had 1 t on the 

question of appointing a Political Committee with •hioh Dr. Silver was to 

confer. We had 1 t in conneot1on with the Congress Resolution. and we had it 

even with so minor a matter as the proposed radio program. 

Of oaurse • we mq expeot differences of opinion and 1 t 1• & 

' heal tey thing to have such diff ereDCe s ezpre seed. What 1 s -ll.nheal thy about 

1.t is the pattern of partie8Jlship to which I have referred, the inevitable 

lineup, almost automatic, between those who start with a pradisposi tion to 

support Sil var and tho e who don't. Tbsre have been of course exceptions on 
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both aides of the line on varioua occasions. I know that Judge Rothenber 

ha on the le ort d Silv r, and per onally I regret that he dos t 

ee •1s to ey th m on th1a particul e1t1on. There re al ocoa ions 

w en r. 0 o, ... r instance, did not go along with hi coll ague, of the 

Poalei Zion bu vo ed with repreaentat vee ot Rad 811 d th ZO. But n 
. 

the w ole it remains t 1 f aot on the record t t thi parti 

li eup has existed throughout the year and from the very fir t mo ent of 

Silver• s Chain:i.ansh. • Thie 1 et unhealthy Bi uation which bodes th 

movement no good. It t thi critical moment in Zionist affairs, cannot 

1ink our tisanahip, ur cen e ay suffer irretrievable harm. 

t 1 to happen nowT Dr. Silver feels ve de-ply on thit 

qu ion. H is pl t d like r-,ok, un,rield1ng end Table. e he.• 

been told r tedly that hia inflexibility i gr at fault. It th t 11 
flu ~1.-z ~ 

eo, it is, aa the Fr nob say, the fault of hie qu it e: 'r-if, ~--;-

counterpar of that 1 e and towering str ngth which we all a ire and 

• ek to exploit for th benefi of our mov ent. You oennot have ihe on 

without the other. SilTer 1• a human onolith without oraoka or fiesur • 

He cannot compromise, but we muet rem ber that if he were by nature 1 clined 

to comproruiee, flexible and eaay-going, he could not have erved the movem nt~ 

so uncompromi e the outside world. He would not be that 111-

tant C ion of our cause, that po 1'u.l b ttering r that be is tod • 

we cannot ha e it both w,qa. 

What is to happen now tba.t Silver ie withdrawin ? lhat • to 

happen with t msrgency Council and its work? You will forgive me it I 

speak with so f e ling on the n t tar. I have 11 Ted with the Emer nay 

Oomud. ttee all these y are and have iven of my beet to i ta service, and. I 
Ji;o 

pa88 d through an experience not W:l'Si ilar to what Sllnr s a aing throu h. 

I had flung myself into the work without any r aervations. I organised the 

Am rioan P lestine Committee: I initiated the Christian Council for Palestine• 
' 
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Lo dermil boo • and t tr ndou propag 

w ich it d nlop d; d I or iz d he ng1 ering res eroh t r he Jor 

ri . :But I f 1 t epl he f t we Valley J.:. 

Coll1.'!li t tee• l ck of clo coordination, of str ng centralised direction 

of 1 ts s:ff 1r • 

tho 

ould 

C 

now occupied by H 1.1" y Shapiro. I w s told to my f • 
orut t ee. hat it I re made Exeoutiv Direo r, 

tor hi • I. dicta or! 

I this o ly 7 w of baa ound. A. year "'0 the 

went up throughout t e country, a for gre ive le der hip d 

tr ceni;ralize direc ion of our political effort • The :E;;.ierg nc Coun-

eil ha.d b coo the 1 lng etock of our own z _oni t following . I t suffer d 

deeply by comp 1 n 1th the energetic iTity of Ber on group, who 

h d w lke nto tho cu: lef y our Emer enc Co ttee. 

t n Silver• b to le 

our rk. 

bUiUe • A 1z 

iveating hi lf of 11 ot er Zi ni st re n 1-

done, he put on bl nd rs and devot d hi selt 

solely d exclu ively to our olitic ~ etfo t . He .mted no oth r presiden-

ciea, no other c re w s no divisiou f his nerGi t 

sup rb and ov rwhe ing concentr tion pon one job. 

h d ot had th t sor\ ot thing betox·e S11 er . All our 

ot r 1 der - includin Dr. Goldn - " ra vily burd ed with tiple 

dutie and r epon i.b'lli tie 1 . Tb y bro'll€ht 'to our meeting• d our work the 
• 

f'a&::ed nd of a tired mind. It was not ev n possible to point to yone and 

pin u-oon him r epons 111 t tor our f 1 s . 

From the om nt ilTer d office, h :ve himself with 

utt r devotion din co lete lcy ty to the n::.oTement ~d it highe t 



inst ce • ra bae ver b n st1on out hie litic line. 

no oompro 1 , no detour, but :ursues bis obj ctive - our objecti - n 

p rteet 1 line. en w deai.. d d to old the eric Jewish Oon-

ference, e took 1t e a decis on drefuaed to agre to 

he tion of t St t Depart ent. When the Conference et, he nsieted 

upon our carrying through tbe 00Il'.lnon re olution, which wa our chief 

purpo e in conve in it, leader a, ape 

r strum, could not br1l1g ~hem lve top e for the Jew:!.ah Co nw th be-

e t they ped for a compromise with ti-Zionist forces. He began great 

politic propaganda la t fall, and t e ecutive D1.rector anted to con-

ce trate on t White P nd :roid 

rok with hi and with oth r of his 

onwe th 1 su. Dr. Silver 

friends on that issue d 

carr ~ on. •d t ti t tor the Jewish Oommonw 1th r olution 

swell t pressur upon PrEt 1 ant Roo evel t w lah re ted 

1n th at 

s cur the 

nt of March 9th. Fo 1ow1 that, he ok u he ffort to 

ption of Zion1 t planks in the ple.ttorma or both p ti • 

A".ld you know of hi a further plan • It 1 a no exaggeration to ea,y that der 

his able d gr siTe direction, we hen e lllOr progr in thi e 

1 sr the.n in the tour years hioh pr cede 1 t. 

ow are to let hir.'l , bee use e d d co _lee c n r i-

z tion ot tb8 political. work in the critic ond delicate p riod wnioh lie• 
.. ., .. , 

efor us. e to let him becaus he is a diet tor tocrat, 

' or bee e h seeks to bre h th author ty ot t 1 Jewi ,, F • " "" nay. or J. 

and for 'riq lt IV ntly repudi t any mlCh int rpret tion ot the ropoaed 

aotion. I do not b eve for a mo ent 1 t would be eo r 

of the Jew J..,.ency. I deJ17 t r 1gb t of ony 

d by the x cutive 

Agency xeoutive 



r 
- 8 -

eak ex dra, to giv a binding int rpretation f u.ch resolutions 

ing. 0 , t Pop f 1e Rom Olru.t'ch can speak ex 

t int rpr t tion 1 D~. Goldrna.nn I per onel interpretation. 

1 '?he vist th t n w opens be:tore ue is a d1 al on ; not nly 

the lo of ilver • 1 cd.er hip d rv c but 11 th consequenc s t 

are 1 .,. 17 to n from it. Instead of going forward e.t t 1 critic 1 

mo nt w th tasks ahead, ,re shall be confronted w th problems 

of internal or,anization. Mor over, t ere 1a every 11 1 hood t t th 

tter will not rest there. It will become subj ct for discussion c,nd 

oontrover y throu :ho 1t t_ length a.nd br ad.th of the land, a d the rift 

. it rl.n the Z1on1st 0rgan11at ion rid ned and deep n d. 

t are h ter tiv 1? If we r fua to adopt these reso-

lution , ilv r wit dr ws. If w do adopt t. , he remain and carries 

on, and Dr. Gol n will c izry he .811 to orld x cutive, d we 

hall prob bly h from th in time. l tter co 1.1'68 wl ich 

di o es of problem t le t tor the 1me . It anr ..,ben " hs 

from the Ex cut_v3, we y h n consider the s".tu tion dr sh. That is 

le; the.t i tho course d ctat ' by the needs ot the h ur. I 

ple~d wi h you to follow · t. 



• Arthur Lourie, Secretary 
Americ:m Zionist F;mergeney Council 
342 Madison AftllUe 
Bew York, N.Y. 

lly dear Jlr •. Louriea 

September 1, 1944 

I haYe read the report or the action taken by the Executi-n 
Committee of the Americ,:ll Zionist :Emergency Council, August 28, on 
the resignation \7hich I sublittedJ also the report of the meeting 
on August 31. I wish I could comply with the re uest ot the Committee 
to withdraw my resignation, but regretf'ul.:cy, I must insist upon its 
acceptance. 

I note that th• Executi'ft -.pproftd the principle ths.t •au 
a proaches to the .American Gonrment or 1te otticiala on matters 
related to the program ot ,P<>lltic 1 acti-dti" ot the .Am ricsn 
Zionist &lergency Council shall be undertaken by representatives ot 
the JIOYement only with the prior apprOftl. of the Executive Committee 
ot the Council.• !hie principle is sound. 

In pursuance of this principle, and in order to imple ent 
it and thus obrlate the embflrra881Hnts ruld interferences which have 
in the past made ,q position as Chairman ot the Executive uite 
iapoasib1e, I suggested to the Program Comaittee, last week, the 
tollowin two additional clauses• 

1. "Whenenr matters related to the program of the 
political s.cti'Yities of the F.merbenc7 Council are ought to the 
attention of Dr. Goldmann in his capacity as director ot the Bureau 
or the Agency bet MD meetings of the ExecutiTe or the Emergency 
Council which call tor an im.ediate approach to the American 
Government or to its of'ticials, Dr. Goldmann s consult \Id th the 
Co-chairmen of the Emergency Council, and together they sba'll agree 
on procedure as to o shall make the a):)proach and in t manner.• 

2. "That the officers or the Jewish Agency in London nd in 
Jerusalem shall be informed ot this action ot the American Zionist 
Emergency Council and shall be re,.uested to communicate in the future 
directly with the Americun Zionist Emergency Co~cil on matters hich 
relate t o the political activities of the Council.• 

The purpose or the first clause is to meet the oint 1hicb 
Dr. Goldnl8-DD akes that at times, bet\leen meetings or our Executive, 
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~-1cations from abroad Wioh call £or immediate action. 
It indicates to hia how such illllledi te aot1on"1ie had, i.e., simply 
by bringing his comaunicatione to the attention of the Co-chairmen 
ot our Executive so that together they may agree on the roper 
method ot procedure. . 

The purpose of the second clause is to correct an intolerable 
condition hich bas existed ever since the Agency Bureau came into 
existence in May of laat year hereby our Collllcil has been held 
prnctically 1ncommllllicado by London and by Jerusalem, and the 
important Zionist llovelilent of .America has had to oontent itself 
with driblets ot information.conveyed to it from time to time by the 
director of the Agency Bureau or his secretary, Mr. \'leisgal. 

I regret that both of these clauses, on the basis of which I 
ould ban felt tree to co~t1nue 1n !Di>" post, in spite ot other · 

difficultiea, were not adopted by the Executive Committee. Instead 
of which a motion was ad.opted requesting me to confer ., th a sub­
committee ot the Executive Committee to diacuss how the principle hich it 

• had adopted could best be put into effect in order to insure the maximum 
8lll0Unt of coordination in the pollt1oal work. I haw no objection to 
conferences, but the ground has been already \horoughly co-..ered by 
ma and b.r others. Thia matter has been the subject or prolonged 
discussions u a DWlber of meetings ot the Program Committee. I 
dpoke ot it at the mee\i.Jig ot the Executb·• Committee on August 14. 
At the August 28 meet4ng of the Executive the subject waa again 
thoroughly considered. I have no new rgumenta and no new ideas 
to pr•sent on the subject, and no new idea.a seem to bave-.rged 
from all the meetings. The suggestions which I made are simple, 
clear, and as tar as I am ooncemed, indispensable, and I cannot 
see the purpose ot another conference. 

At the meeting of the Executiw Committee on the 51st, you 
referred the matter of my resignation to a meeting of the tuU Council 
on Septea.ber 14. Dr. Goldstein wishes to oonault the E-..<ecutive of the 
z.o.A. about it. In the meantime, I presume, both London and Jenis lea 
will have been approached by various people. The subject is likely to 
develop into an unfortunate public controversy which our Movement 
cannot artord at this time. I mu t therefore repeat that my resignation 
is final and that, as of today, I have relinquished my office in the 
Council. I shall issue no public statement on my resignation unless 
misrepresentations provoke it. There should be no difficulty in 
tilling DJ¥ post. There are some already w&iting tor it dth baited 
breath. 

In taking lea"Ye ot the Emergency Council, may I be emitted, 
because of 'IJI3' profound interest in the success ot the gra.n and 
difficult tasks 1hich lie ahead for our ffowment, and because of 11I:f 

experience with the work of the Council during the past year, to make 
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the following suggestionsa 

l. The Emergency Council should re, ueat the Jewish Agency 
immediately to close down its political bureau in aahington or 
to have its act1Vities sharply restricted to Latin-American countries 
or to such economic projeota which the Agency is fostering in this 
country. The Bureau , .. es set up in May of last year because Dr. 
Ueizmr.nn had despaired ot re-organizing the Emergency Committee into 
an ei"ticient, functioning body. This as lso the explanation ch 
Shertok gave in Jerusalem for the setting up of the Bureau, namely 
thata •the public in the United States knew little concerning 
Jewish aspirations nnd achievements in Palestine and threw s need 
for better presentation of the Zionist cause before the United S te■ 
GoYemment.• But an effective re-organization or the Emergency Council 
did take place laat September, and since that time the Emergency 
Council has, by common agreement, done a uite satisfactory job. There 
is no need at present tor another Bureau in ashington to do what the 
Emergenoy Council ia uite able to do by itself. This is not a 
question ot authorit7 of the Jewiah Agency. The Agency has the 
authority to establish as~ bureaus as it shes, and those ho 
raise this issue lmow that it is a ■puri.OWI one. It ia a queation ot 
efficiency ot operation, and practical eda1n1stration facility in 
times ot an emergenay. The Jewish Agmey has nn effective and well­
equipped olitical ara in our Emergency Council and should use it. 
It needs no other. ho agenc1ea,cla1m1ng u Dr. Goldmann does, 
8a :ual.1ty or Status", trying to do the sue ork in the same country 
can only lead to frustration, hindrance and conflict. 

2. I suggest, furthermore, that the Emergency Council should 
do away with the office ot Co-chairmen. You cannot have t the head of 
a dynamic political actiona committee ,m chairmen, unless one clearly 
regards his position as honorary. Dr. Yise, who had given me the 
definite understanding, when he appealed to me twice to take over the active 
lesderabip ot our political work, that he intended to retire to the 
position of an elder statesman in the movement, changed his mind some-
ffhere along the way and has since insisted on doing everything that I 
as active chairman was supposed to be doing. Th agree ent signed in 
Dr. iee•s study on August 6 of last year specifically stated that 
Dr. Silver •w111 be summoned to leadership in the sphere ot political 
arr irs" and also referred to the Emergency Council as "the body­
responsible tor the centralized direction ot our political eftorta.• 
The spirit of this agreement has not been lived up to. Thia has led 
to serious friction which is inherent in an unsound administrative 
set-up which should be immediately corrected. 

The Emergency Council and its Executive should have one and the 
same chairman who should be given full authority to carry on the 
political work of our moT8Jllent subject, of course., to ccmstant sur­
veillance and control by the Council. Thia chairman should be one who 



is tree t devote hiuelt marlully to the work and 1e not otherwin 
enpged 1n the actiTe leadenhip ot a DUlllber ot other n tional. 
or1&D1u.t1ona. The preaenc ot t1r0 chairmen at tb• head. t the 
CounoU tends to encouraa• certain litloally-111.ndect bera or the 
Council to lay' ott one e .......... ;r....,....., ap.1.nat the other and to t1ah in 
trou led watera. I oppoNd the• stem or co-cbairaen a year ago, 

fore I too office, but I waa persuaded b., frlenda, and against 
rill, to co into auoh an arraneement. It 414 not • It 

can..11ot work. 

In a 1te of t.lle ti,aical a pa o the put year, and e 
heav burden ot rlt hich I carried oh not Md• any-
easier b., ·aoae or t.1'1e internal d1t£1cult1•• to which I hAYe ref'erred, 
I aa ratetul tor T1rJa bad the o portuntt7 to work with the 

ericu Z1onbt Emere;enq Council and I hope t t ~ ork bas not 
bee together without t. 

1th all 1ood ehee and 1th uns en t&S.th 1n the tillate 
trlmaph of our h1etor1o cause, I remain 

V ool'di&l.lT )'OUl"o, 

,a: 



The Hon. Robert A. Taft 
United States Senata 
Washington, D.C. 

M de&r Senator Ta.tta 

September 7, 1944 

I am happy that you are ma.king inquiries in the 1e.r 
Department concerning its present attitude towards the Tart-­
Wagner Resolution. It would be amazing U' it would maintain the 
same attitude which it held last February now ttt the war in 
Europe is entering upon its last stages. It is"utmoat importance 
that tne Resolution be acted on before November. Our datinite 
iapresaion, both here and in London, is that a decisive pronounce­
ment will be made on the subject of Palestine before November. It 
is important that the voice of America should be heard before the 
decision ia made and announced. I am hoping that you will take the 
initiative in piloting the Resolution through as you did in securing 
the introduction of the Palestine Plank 1n the Republlcun Platform. 

You may recall that I invited you, last Spring, to address 
a public meeting un1er the auspices of the Cleveland Zionist Society. 
You were not free to come at the time. I note that you are ·cheduled 
to address the City Club on Saturd y, October 21. Could you arrange 
to stay over for Sunday evening, October 22? It would w the 
Jewish community of Cleveland an opportunity to welcome you and 
to hear you. • 

1th all good wishes, I remain 

Most cordially yours, 

A.HS:BK 
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NLT NAHUM GOWMANN 
1720 SIXTEENTH STREEI' NORTHWEST WASI-llNGTON DC 
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VIEW CHANGED SITUATION .APPROACHING SOVIET AMBASSADOR REGARDING 
FIRST CONTINUED IMMIGRATION -FRO .RUMANIA SECOND RELIEF FROM 
PALESTINTI TO Nt..:EDY JEWS IN NE',iLY CONQ,UERED OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
THIRD EMISSARIES TO BUC.AREST OTHER CENTRES FOR RESCUE ACTIVITIES 
FURTHER AFIELD STOP SOLICifING FOREIGN OFFICE SUPPORT STOP B~SE 
ACT LIKEWISE VISAVIS SOVIE~ EMBASSY STATE DEPARTMENT STOP WE 
REOPENING COLONIAL HOLE ~UESTIO IMMIGRATION FROM LIBERA.TED OTHER 
COUNTRIES Sl'OP BLEASE XCT ACCORDANCE MY It.liHGRATION STATEMENT 
TRANSMITTED PALCOR ITA STOP YOUR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ISTANBUL 
REPORTS NO DIFFICULTIES REGARDIMG SHIPPING BLACKSEA STOP TURKISH 
BO.lT NO ANCHORI:sG CONSTANZA TWO BULGARIAN BO TS RE.ADY BURGAS YOUTH 
EXHAUSTED IN LABOUR CAMPS INSISTS PALESTINE STOP POSITION NUMBERS 
REFUGEES INCLUDING TRANSNISTRIAN ORPHANS HOPELESS UNLESS EMIGRATE 
STOP CABLE STEPS P.ROSPECTS 

MOSHE SHERTOK 



. . 
I ' 
I 
t 

Honorable Elbert D. Thomas 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Thomas: 

September 8, 1944 

We are writing to you with regard to the Resolution recently 
introduced into the Senate a,nd the House, calling for the immediate 
establishment of "emergency rescue shelters in Palestine for all 
Hebrews who can get there11 .and in regard to which, as co-Chairmen 
of the .American Zionist Emergency Council representing the organized 

. Zionist Movement in this country, we venture to address to you the 
following observations. 

The Congressmen and Senators who have sponsored this Resolu­
tion are moved by the noblest humanitarian sentiments and their 
sympathetic efforts deserve the thanks and gratitude of Jews every­
where. It is obviously necessary, however, to consider whether the 
Resolution in fact promotes the object which it seeks to serve. 
So far as any practical results ar.e concerned, in present circum­
stances unfortunately, particularly in view of the state of war 
existing between Rumania and Hungary, the passage of such a 
resolution will do nothing to promote actual rescue. On the 
other hand, its introduction serves to obscure certain immediate 
needs of the refugee situation and to prevent action in that regard. 

The immediate question with regard to the Jews of Hungary 
is not that of providing camps for their reception abroad. but of 
securing their exit from Axis-controlled territory. Thus several 
thousand Jews in Hungary are at present actually in possession of 
immigration visas to Palestine, but the Nazis have hitherto succeeded 
in preventing their escape. 

Even under the Palestine White Paper there are still some 
14,000 immigration certificates into Palestine available for distribu­
tion. But on the pretext that these certificates should be ear-marked 
for Jews in Hungary and other Axis countries, the British Government 
has virtually put a stop to all Jewish immigration into Palestine. 
For while the prospects of any bulk transfer of Jews from Axis occupied 
territories are at present small, thousands of Jewish refugees who 
have reached Italy and other 11 safe 11 areas and wish to ·begin their lives 
afresh in Palestine, are precluded from doing so because the certifi~ 
cates are reserved for persons in enemy territory. These other 
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refugees are in fact :physically safe but morally and materially they are 
deteriorating. Moreover, their removal from southern Italy in particular, 
by making room for others, would greatly improve the prospects of re~cue 
from Hungary and elsewhere via Yugoslavia. Accordingly, what is neces­
sary is not the creation of temporary refugee camps in Palestine for 
Jews in Hungary, but tho opening of PeJ.estine to Jewish refugees wherever 
they be. 

The Resolution as it stonds, therefore, is inadequate and ineffec­
tive, but in addition it is objectionable on two other grounds. In the 
•first place it is premised on the condition that Jews shall be brought 
to Palestine for temporary internment in refugee camps, but subject to 
ultimate removal elsewhere. This is in diametrical opposition to the 
internationally recognized claim of Jews to come to Palestine "as of 
right and not on sufferance. 11 And secondly, the tenninology of the 
Resolution embodies a conception which is utterly alien to and resented 
by the great mass of Jews everywhere. It is the terminology of Mr. Peter 
:Bergson and his handful of associates of the so-called "Hebrew Committee 
of National Li be rati on." These self-appointed spokesmen of the 11 Hebrew 11 

nation druw a distincti on between the J ews of America and those of 
Palestine and Europe. The latter aro stated to be not Jews but 11 He'brows 11 , 

c.nd it is these "Hebrewstt th~t Mr. Bergson and his friends claio to 
represent. The fact that the democratically elected representatives of 
the Jews of Palestine and the entire Jewish press of Palostine from 
extreme right to e;x;tremo left ridicule the 1•epresontation which has thus 
boon thrust on Palestine Jewry and have described it as a fake and a 
fraud, troubles Mr. Bergson not at all. It is suffieient for his pur­
poses if well-meaning Christi211s cnn be led to believe that ho has in 
fact n mn.ndate on behalf of Jewry nnd if with their support he is 
enabled to indulge in one publicity stunt after another and to travel 
under the false colors of one who speaks as the authorized representative 
of his people. 

The not result of a resolution such as that now submitted to 
Congress will be: 

(a.) That nothing practical whatsoever emerges. 

(b) That tho offensive tenninology · of tho Hebrew 
Committeo, which cuts off from tho Jewish 
people a groat faction of its numbers, wi ll 
find official recognition in a resolution of 
the Congress of tho United Stat es, and 

( c) That instead of affirming the right of Jows 
freely to enter their National Homo in P£,los­
tine, it is proposed to put that countrJ on 
the same basis as say the crunp at Oswego 
a temporary shelter from which they will be 
subjected to ultimate removal. 

It is earnestly to be hoped that this effort by a tiny splinter 
group in Jewish life to mislead unsuspecting well~wishors of the Jewish 
peopl,e and to impose through, them i t;3 own peculiar ideology, will be 
seen for what it is. 
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We desire again, in conclusion, to express appreci [c.tion of the 
motives which animate the sponsors of the resolution before Congress. 
We would most earnestly urge them, however, in the intcrent of tho cause 
which they so sincerely desire to help, to concentrate on tho one real 
measure of Jewish salvation, namely, the opening of the gates of Palestine 
to all Jews who mey wish to go there, wherever they mey be, and the re­
establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

With kindest regards, wo are 

AHS: SSW:L:BI 

Duplicate originals sent to 
Senators Ferguson, 
Taft, Murray; and 
Representatives McCormack, 
Lane, Scott a~d :Baldwin. 

Sincerely yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 

Stephens. Wise 



WALTER F. GEORGE1 GA,. CHAIRMAN 
DAVID I. WALSH, MASS. 
Al.SEN W. BARKLEY1 KY. 
TOM CONNALLY, TEX. 

ROBERT M, LAFOLLETTE, JR,, WIG, 
ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH. 
JAMES J. DAVIS1 PA. 
HENRY CABOT LODGE, JR., M/'1SS. 
JOHN A, DANAHER, CONN. 
ROBCRT A. TAFT, OHIO 
JOHN THOMAS, IDAHO 
HUGH A, E:UTLCR, NCDR. 

JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N. C. 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO. 
HARRY FLOOD BYRO, VA, 
PETER G, GERRY, R. l. 
JOSli:PH F. GUFFEY, PA. 

EDWIN C, JOHNSON, COLO. 
GEORGE L. RADCLIFFE, MD. 
GCaIT W. LUCAS, ILL, 

EUGENE O, MILLIKIN, COLO, COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

CHRISTIE B, KENNEDY, CLERK 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Chairman - Executive Committee, 
American Zionist Emergency Council, 

September 11, 1944 

The Temple - East 105th st. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I have your letter of September 7th. I 
talked to Senator Connally about the Palestine Resolution. I 
understand he has called up Stimson and talked to him but has 
had no definite reply. I have also written Stimson with the 
same result up to date. 

As you suggest, I am planning to be in Cleveland 
on Saturday, October 21st and I should be glad to stay over on 
the 22nd if you care to arrange a meeting for that night. It 
would give me a good opportunity to set forth my views on foreign 
policy. 

a th kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

RT/pr 
/lt__a~, -

I 



CONFIDENT I.AL 

PALESTINE COMMISSION 

of the 

AMER! C.AN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

Minutes of Meeting held Sept. 11, 1944 

PRESENT: Louis Lipsky, Presiding; Jacob Alson, Mrs. Satmel W. Halprin, 
Herman P. ~opplemann, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Max J. Schneider, 
Mrs • .Albert P. Schoolman, Carl Sherman, Dr. Benjamin Shwadr,m, 

r William I. Siegal, Robert Silverman, Mrs. Simon E. Sobeloff, 
David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, and I. L. Xenen, secretary. 

I 

iUNUTES 3 Approved. 

THE POLITICAL CONVENTIONS: 

A report on the activities which have been carried on by the 
.American Zionist Emergency Council to win the adoption of 
Palestine planks by the Republican and Democratic Parties was 
submitted by the secretary. 

Motion made and seconded to approve report, copy of which is 
available in files. 

OOOPER.ATION BETWEEN COfmBENCE AJ.1D AM&RI CAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL: 

Following discussion, it was agreed that it was the sense of 
the Commission that in the future work of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council, greater emphasis and scope should be given 
to the American Jewish Conference, within the area of the 
resolutions adopted by the Conference. 

FRE:E PORT RESOLUTIONS; 

Tho Commission considered legislation introduced by Senator Thomas 
of Utah and sponsored by the Hebrew Comnittee of National Libera­
tion, calling for the establishment of emergency refugee shelters 
in Palestine similar to the free port in Oswego. Because such 
shelters are inconsistent with the con caption of Palestine as a 
Jewish National Home and contrary to the Rescue Resolution adopted 
by the American Je~ish Conference, which provides that Jewish 
refugees reaching Palestine shall have a right to establish their 
permanent home in that country, tho Oomnission voted to record 
its opposition to those resolutions. It recommended to tho 
Interim Committee that the Congressional sponsors be so notified 
by the Conference and that they be urged instead to support tho 
-wagner-Taft and Wright-Compton rosolutions. 
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P.A.LESTINE RESOLUI'IONS IN OONGBESS: 

Tho Chairman stated that the .Amerj.can Zionist Emergency Council 
was endeavoring to secure the approval of the .Administration at 
Washington in advance of any action with regard to the Palestine 
resolutions in Congress ~ ~his procedure was approved by the 
Palestine Oomnission, which passed a. motion by Dr. Wise to the 
effect that : 

Shc'1l c~. tr3 .i-i..J.ministration decline to gi.ve clearance for the 
r c ~;v:!:ut i on~ r ·che quest ion should be considered anew by the 
Comm~_ss:'on before any further action is taken by the American 
Zion::.st E·:n~rgency Council. 

Thero being no f'llrther business, the rooeting was adjourned. 

I.L. Xenen, Secretary 

fsk 



DOMESTIC C ABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

Patrons should check class of service 
desired; otherwise t he mcss:,ge ,.;11 be 

transmitted as a telegram or 
ordinary cablegram. 

A. N . WILLIAMS 
PRES IDEN T 

Send the Jo/lowing telegram, &ubject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

DR. ABBAH?mrSI 
19, 810 s ms 

POSS 
RESS Orl 

Yi-. O....,u:-R 'POSI~-0 

h 

£. 
. P.. 

--RIO 
~m fmvt 

' 

tc. l...._..._..,,_,I . 
I . B. BmutSOE 

s ·mz . 

1206 CHECK 

ACCOUNTING I NFORMATI 

TIME FILED 

FOR VICTORY 
BUY 

WAR BONDS 
TODAY 



1206-A 

JcLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED\. CHECK 
DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
MESSAGE LmER 

NIGHT SHIP 
LETTER RADIOGRAM 

P atrons should check class of service 
desired; otherwise message will be 

transmitted as a full·rate 
eommanication . 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R . B . WHIT E 
P RES I D EN T 

N E WCOMB C ARLTON 
CHAIRMAN O F THE BOARD 

J . C . WILLEVER 
fl'JR8T VICl:• PRl:SIDa NT 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

TIME FILED 

Send thefoUor,ing meuage, subject to the terms on back herccf, wluch ore hcrebs, ozrud to 

i,Ir. Cruso 
Jenish Fr ont i er 
New Yor ~, N.Y. 

September 14, 1944 

PLEASE CONVEY TO GATHERI NG AT :::EIJIORIAL t,ftETI NG PRCFOUND SORROW .,HIGH I 
SHARE uITH hLL ASSEr.IBLED I N THE PA3SING OF ONE OF THE -~OST NOBLE . ..ND RARE 
S.?IRI TS OF OUR vlOVE..~ T , BERL KF-TZENELSON . P..E ,Yr.S ,:.N INSPIR,.~TI ON TO i,iANY. 
HIS SUPERB I DEALISM, HIS UTTER 0ELFLE3SNESS 1c.ND HIS FINE VI SION ARE ,.OVEN 
IN THE V'lRY FABRIC OF OUR NE:l LIFE IN PALESTINE . OUR PEOPLE ILL LONG 
CHERISH HIS N ME I N GR.TITUDE AND IN BLESSING . 

ABBA HI LLEL SILVER 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 13 

Ai\fERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 14, 1944 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Thursday, 
September 14th, at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PBESEif.C 

Dr. Stephen s. i'lise (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, Mrs. 
Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman 1 Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose 
Halprin, Dr. James G, Heller, Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, 
Irving Lipkowi tz, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Samuel Rothstein, Mrs. Bertha 
Schoolman, Hennan Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shuiman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
David Wertheim. 

Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Abe Tuvim. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Isaiah L. Kenen, Robert Silverman. 

REPORTS 

A report was rendered on action taken following the Executive Committee 
meeting of September 11th. In connection with the refusal of the Palestine 
Administration to allocate Palestine immigration certificates to refugees other 
than those still in Nazi occupied territory (see Minutes of Executive Committee 
meeting held September 11th), the Executive Committee believed that representer 
tions should be made to the British Embassy but decided that the most effective 
approach would be through the American Jewish Conference and the matter was 
therefore referred to the Interim Committee of the Conference, which is seeking 
an interview with Lord Halifax. 

With rebard to the resolution introduced in Congress, on tho instigation 
of the Bergson group, calling for emergency shelters in Palestine, a letter had 
been sent to the Senators and Representatives who had sponsored the resolution 
pointing out the inadequacies of the resolution and the offensive terminology 
of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation introduced in it. A full page 
advertisement urging support for the resolution had appeared in the New York 
Post a few days ago, but from all indications it appeared that there was no 
possibility of anything further being done with the resolution in Congress~ 

.An item which had received publicity in the press was the meeting of 
refugees in Italy which had been addressed by Sir Clifford Heathcote-Smith, 
representative of the Intergovernmental Committee for Refugees, who had s~ught 
to discourage tho refugees from going to Palestine. Tho attitude of Sir Clifford 
was indicative of an attitude which had very grave implications for Jewish 
immigration to Palestine. 

There had been a strong reaction to Sir Clifford Heathcote-Smith 1s state­
ments to the refugees in the entire Palestine press. The Executive Committee 
decided to send a letter of protest to Sir Herbert Emerson, head of the Inter­
governmental Committee; in addition, the American Jewish Conference delegation 
to the British Embassy will take up the matter with Lord Halifax. 

I 
1 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

The conference convened by the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
Ar.1erica to be devoted to a discussion on Palestine, and which had been held the 
previous day, was discussed. Rabbi Heller, Dr. :Berkson, Mr, Lourie, and Profes sor 
Albright presented the Zionist case: Professor Hi tti and Mr. Earou.di spoke for the 
Arabs (Professor Hocking also was to have participated, but did no~ attend); 
Dr~ Eisendrath, of the Union of .Anerican Hebrew Congregation, had boen invited; 
and tho Council for Judaism was represented by Rabbi Elner Bergero On behalf of 
tho Federal Council of Churches of Christ, there wore Dro Johnson, head of the 
Research Department of the Federal Council; Mrs. Trottdr, his assistant; Dre 
Hoffnannsand two other ~embers of the Councilfs missionary staff . 

The natter had arisen originally some months ago, when the Federal Council 
had proposed to issue an Informat:!.on :Bulletin on the subject of Palestine., This 
:Bulletin had boon shown to Dr'-' Berkson of the Rosoarch Department, who had prepared 
a full reply, and subsequently, as a result of this and of the intervention of 
Dr. Goldstein, who had important contacts with the Federal Council of Churches, 
the publication of the Bulletin had been deferred. 

Thero had been an effective presentation of the Zionist point of view at 
the conference, but the approach of the repres&ntatives of the Federal Council had 
been a distinctly negative one. Many of their officials had certainly been in­
fluenced by the outlook of the Beirut University people. It remained to be seen, 
however, whether they would issue a statement hostile to the Zionist point of view, 
particularly since they were ~ware that it might produce unfavorable reactions in 
tho Jewish communities in this country, and in addition tho Executive of tho Federal 
Council would have to consider the sensibilities of l:lany of their momb0rs who are 
affiliated with the Christian Council on Palestine. 

It was believed that it was essential to maint~in contact with tho Federal 
Council of Churches. 

IMMIGRATION 

Referring to the present situation with regard to immigration into Pales­
tine, attention was drawn to the article, by Lewis Gannett, appearing in tho current 
issue of "The Nation 11 , describing the work of tho Intergovernmental Committee for 
Refugees and tho various agencies that will deal with refugees. It was suggested 
that this night be the time to denand representation of tho Jewish ~~ency on all 
these agencies• Since Dr. Goldmann was going to Palestine in a few days it was 
recommended that the Emergency Council draw up proposals in this connection, to be 
conveyed by Dr. Goldmann to the Agency in Palestine. 

It was decided to refer this matter to a small committee who would meet 
with Dr. Goldmann before his departure for Palestine. 

ARTICLES IN "THE NATION11 

It was recommended that the local emergency committees be cont acted and 
requested to have a number of letters written to "The Nation11 expressing apprecia­
tion of the fine articles which they have been publishing dealing with the problems 
of Jewish refugeeso 

JEWISH AGENCY BUREA.U 

After the last meeting of the ExecutiYe ComJ:1ittee 1 a sub-•cor1r,1ittee had met 
with Dr. Silver and subr1i tted the following resolution to him: 
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11 1. All approaches to the .American Government or its officials 
on matters relating to the program of political activities of the 
.American Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by representa­
tives of the movement only with the prior approval of the Executive 
Committee of the Council. 

11 2. To further the implementation of Paragraph 1, between meetings 
of the Executive Committee, the co-chairmen of the ·Council and 
Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Lipsky, on behalf of the Jewish Agency Bureau, 
will consult with respect to all emergency matters or courses of 
action not previously detei"lnined upon by the Council or its Execu­
tive Com~ittee which involve approaches to the American Government, 
and on all matters relating to tho program of activities of the 
Council which come to the attention of Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Lipsey 
requiring immediate action - in order to determine what steps shall 
be taken, by whom and . in what manner. 

11 3. It is understood that nothing contained heroin shall be deemed 
to limit or restrict the freedom of action of the ,A.morican Zionist 
Erne rgency Council. 11 

This formulation was approved by Dr. Silver and had also been approved by Dr. 
Goldmann. 

A motion was made, and passed unanimously, that this resolution be adopted. 

Dr. Silver then lila.de the follov!ing statement: 

11 I should like to make this statement upon the adoption of this resolution 
and say a few words by way of explanation and clarification of what expired in the 
last few weeks. I would have preferred to have action taken by the Executive 
Committee or the Council without my intervention, because I was personally concerned, 
rmd I wished to have the matter decided on in principle. I referred the mat t er to 
the program Committee twice, and then to the Executive Committee, before !ihich it 
came on two occasions. I therefore do not wish it to be said that I did not want 
to meet with a sub-committee, I had hoped not to come to this meeting tonight, 
and did so only on the urgent requests wired to me by good friends. There was also 
a cable from Jerusalem. I was particularly grateful for a wire which came to me 
from the staff urging me to come to this meeting. 

"I am not completely satisfied with the resolution, because it does not 
entirely represent my conception of the place of the Emergency Council on the 
American scene. One has begun ·to talk about the Jewish .Agency Bureau as though it 
were a long established agency. Actually it came into existence May of last year 
when Dr. Weizmann was here, as an emergency measure, and was established because of 
the failure of the Emergency Council at that time to establish an effective bureau 
of its own in Washington. When the Bureau was organized it was contemplated that 
it should functi on with a committee made up of American Zionists. It was even 
suggested that Dr. Silver should be the chairman of the committee. That body never 
came into being. After the establishment of the Jewish Agency Eureau the Emergency 
Council was reorganized, after long negoti ations. Since that time, the Council 
built up an effective machine, and has done a good job, 

There is no 
need for the Jewish Agenct to have two political bodies. Logic , tctates th&t 
the Agency Bureau, if it does not want to go out of existence, should limit its 
activities to matters with which the Emergency Council is not concerned, e.g. Latin 
America, economic matters, etc. 
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to conduct political work in this country. 

11 It has been 1aid that I challenge the authority of the Jewish Agency/ 
That is pure fiction • . No man in this room has a greater respect for the rights 
of the Jewish Agency .than I have. It is significq.!lt, too, that the ~oale Zion• 
which should be most concerned with the authority o-:f the Jewish Agency, has .found 
it easy to agree with me in this matter. 

11 It is a question of whether the Bureau is necessary, whether it serves 
a purpose and is doing an effective job. 

"I am willing to proceed on the basis of this resolution which has just 
been adopted. I run willing to proceed with consultations when emergencies arise, 
I hope you will not be saying b eforc long that there is a .,.kitchen cabinet II in 
existence, or that the parties will ask why they cannot have represantatives on it. 
But I will bring to the attention of this body a:ny infringement of this agreement . 
and wili expect this bO%" to act, beyond merely passing resolutions. I shall 
notify London and Jerusalem of this action and shall furthennore request London 
and Jerusa1.em to correspond with us directly. 

VWith regard to this controversy, it is a luxury which our movement cannot 
afford, but it was : the only wey I could bring the situatim to a head. I hope it 
has now been clarified. 

11 As I interpret my work, Dr, Wise and I have been called to do a certain 
job, .A.s chairman of t'he Executive Oommi ttee I was called to give the work centrali­
zation ·and direction, and centralization does not meari having two official Zionist 
bodies going to the same officials in Washington. We make ourse;l.ves ridiculous in 
the eyes of these officials. We have lost and not gainad by this procedure. As 
long as I remain in thiB position I shall insist on centralization and direction• 
I am willing, together with Dr. i1ise, to assume responsibility, ]ut that means ' 
having authority. When you beoome dissatisfied with my work you can ask for my 
resignation, · 

11 ! hope we will not have any more of these quarrels, which have unfort~ 
nately made some of our meeting unpleasant, There is a lot of work to be done·• 
particularly with regard to the Resolutions before Congress. 

"I want to close with these wordsf IIt is Erev Resh Hashanah, and I wish 
all of you a very happy New Year.'" 

Dr, Wise said he was sure we. were all happy over the peaceable and friendly 
outcome of the matteT, Just as Dr. Silver means to live by the terms of the 
agreement, he waa sure that Dr. Goldmann would live by them and would be prepared 
alweys to give us the benefit of his great gifts and hi• indubitable loyalty to our 
cause, 

RESOLUTION BEFo.ro:: CONGRESS 

Mr. Shulman reported that at the last meeti11g of ,the Executive Committee 
the question of the Resolution was discussed and it wa~ felt that because of . 
Mr. Stettiniusf absence and the inadvisability of deleying any longer by waiting 
for his return~a.n interview should be arranged with Mr, McCloy and, if possible, 
Secretary Stimson, with a view _to having them withdraw the ban on our resolution. 
It was therefore decided that representatives of the Emergency Council, togethe~ 
with Senator Wagner and Mr. Bloom, arrange to meet with Mr, McCloy. .Pursuant to 
that action, Mr• Shulman m~t with Senator ~gn~r, who is anxious to go ahead with 
the resolution• ' He will be in Washington We!l!j.esdey or lhursday of next week El?ld 
an attempt is being made to get an appointment with Mr~ McCloy on one of those deys~ 



I 

l 

- 5 .. 

Mr. Bloom, too, wished to join the delegation to the War Departnent, but he 
would not be available next week. In view of the fact that Congress nay adjourn 
October 1st, it was decided not to wait until the following Monday, the day suggestEC 
by Mr. Bloom. 

Mr. Boukstein recalled that at a previous r.10eting of the Council, it was 
agreed that an attempt would be made to have the word "ultime.tely11 removed fro.:1 the 
~esolution when it is brought out. This is even more important now, said Mr. 
Boukstein, since the Palestine plank adopted by the Democratic party does no:t; con­
tain that wordll/ 

Mr. Shulman referred to the proposal of the Program Committee that the 
resolution be reworded to conform with the Democratic party plank, if that will be 
possible. 

After further discussion with regard to procedure, it was agreed that the 
matter be referred to the comnittee which has been na~ed to take up action in 
Washington. 

The n1eeting adjourned at 10;30 P. M. 

A. L. 



',r. Her.,.wi Snulman 
59 Broad a 
Hew York, N.Y. 

y de~r ' . Shu -an& 

l have been thinking overt visit of our delag . tion to ' cCloy 
ith ..:>en tor iagner. It i not do t;o e ·.11 on McCloy •-cold" ,it,hOQt 

some ;>re!3sure .... reviously broug· t to beur on ie ,m.r De)artment . 
U1.le s .. ~cCloy :mows of ~ .e tre. endous ?res sure f o:- the pas ... a .~e of the 
Resolution a:non.:; :'80ple •,1ho count.. he is likely to stall for time und 
i ndic .ta t hat the t is not :ret ~ipe, etc. T' 1: .. :':. ::.z the ord evidently 
·hich Stimson h~d ;; ... van to onnally, a!ld t he comiD£ o · ..:tale -:,tion to 
cCloy wi t..'·iottt int0nsi ve pressur0 e:.certed through v .. rious sources 

:m icCloy prior to t he coning of our comoittee t:W./ rc3ult in not..:in~• 
It will be too l ·,te ~o s 'A.r t ;;.i+,atin,;;; :...fter &. ntJJ:..tive or non­
committal ?'<> l J fr "" . •~Cloy. 

I t~ore ore tl. : nk th~ . ... f e· · nen s .--.ocld i ;·edi,....tel be seen in 
, ·asnington and n .~ew Y~rk wl:o ~d i.ndic;: t.e to z.rcClo;~. ouch in 
his ~wn ;;vy tlu ... t t he ,·ar De~Lr+.r:• nt ' s .-irswious in~c ictio:n should 
be removed in vie of t,,," c!'}&.n e ·1, t .,e !!.L.~tar si t·· tioil. in viaw 
:.:leo _ th Do .. .ir -; .. atic .. - : ;:,:!.;>ublica.n • .::an~:u, t ·'!~ ... _.t;rouchlng 
elec•ion:..:, t l. .-,o..-;oibilit t .,,;..t a .... ew a.le ::: tir~e .,10lic .:.s even now in 
t e ak • If JO a~r.e . th m 1 I t h :u):: t h~t e , 1.1..;ht t_j .~ tin 
t uch :t.:. :.h. suer :::1en ac .5enutor ?runi,n, who .::.....r. ct' rou.ched t:::roUJn 
Hannagan, w ... 10 5 n turn could. r e roac' :?d b;; our ood .'riend, A.be Goodm n 
in St . Louis. Truman ' s opinions "> uld carr · grcl.i, "feiJht, -:· HJ the 
ii, r Dt::r-rt t . .:,Jn~.tor !:e·>., c~ ~-.,. c--1ce. Ha is 
.ao.. heti.d of , e r . ' imporu t co::i.."'li t tee ... 1ravioual., \ .. iej ::;_, 1':na;nan 

l, ich is in close touch with the War Derl.._rtrr; ;r.Jt. . !,~cCo .. ,a.cl<: wh is 
~atly concerned about t e s i tua. ion in · ass cht:setts sh uld ll..ce·:;ise 

been seon bt once . Fr I urter s. ould i edlately be cont;..eted . He 
s oK.e t o ! cCloy, ·ou ill recall, bout tt is ver:r . rJfi tter at t .:e time 
of t he H a.rings on our es ol utions. Perhaps t <o or three other 
i . o tant c ,,nt cts s hajld i .m"'<i i · tely be 1:1.de . C 11 me S ~ turd y 
an le me .kno· mat y u t::iink "" )llt it . Leo .:iac~ is no· in , s .1L ton 
and could contact S?me of t hes.:, _;eople or us, or it mi '"'ht b... iel l for 
one or t io t1embers of our Executive Coi:!:Ili t tee to go do to ·.ashington 
to see some of tnase individuals prior to t he visit of our acleg tion 
t , .. cClo,. 

J i th all ·rood i s:.es I r em~in 

Ver./ cordially yours, 

IS : BK 
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• CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Washington, D. c. 

September 16, 1943 

Mr. Coleman Silbert, President 
New England Zionist Region 
73 Tremont Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Silbert: 

Since coming to Washington I have done a little acouting 
around and I think it would be very desirable to file a Resolution re­
affirming our stand with respect to Palestine. I have made a rough draft of 
it, and should be very grateful if you w"1ld advise me whether 1 t meets 
with your approval. I do not think it should be too long, and will 
appreciate it if you can wire me your views so that I can get the 
Resolution into the works as quiclcly as possible, unless you feel 
tha t some major changes should be made. 

With kindest regards, 

. 1\ 

\(} 
', '\j \ _rt 1' (, I 

I 

Most sincerely yours, 

Christian A. Herter 

/l~l') -~ 
/,'YI f\ I 1G ~ 

• 



WILLIAM M. KRAMER 
ASS I STANT RABBI 

EAST 105!!! STREET AT ANSEL ROAD 

TELEPHONES GARFIELD 0150 - 0151 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, D. D. 
RABBI 

September 19, 1944 

Dr. Henr y A. Atkins on, Chairman 
Christian Council on Palestine 
70 Fifth venue 
New York 11, r .Y. 

My dear Dr. At kinson: 

HARRY A. LEVY 
EXECUTIVE SECRE'.TARY 

Permit me to t hank you and Dr. Carl Voss f or your 
very gr acious New Year greeting which I profoundly 
appreciate. The mora l sup, ort and the understanding 
sympathy which our cause has received during t hes e 
tl"J ing years f rom t he Christian f orces of America 
has been a source of pr ofound gr a tifica tion. I pray 
that during t he decisive days to come , the Chris tian 
sentimen of t he Unit ed States will be effectively 
marshalled t o insure t he upbuilding of t he Jewish 
Commonvrnalth which is so vita l i mmediately f or the 
rescue of our helpless millions in Europe and ultimately 
f or t he solution of t he great millennial robl em of 
Jewish na tional homelessness . 

i th all good wishes, I remain 

AHS :BK 
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Dr. Chaim lleizmann 
77 Great Russell St. 
London, Eng land. 

My dear Dr. Weizmannc 

The Teaple 
Ansel Rd. & E. 105 
Cleveland, Ohio 
uept. 19, 1944 

I trust that you are well, and I send you and Mrs. 
Weizmann my best wishes ror th:-. coming year, in which Mrs. 
Silver joins :ne most warmly. I hope that it will be a year 
or great and welcome decisions for the world, our people and 
for .Jewish Palestine, and that you will see the bleased yield 
of your untirin; years of work and sacrifice. 

You will recall that I wrote to you a few months ago 
with reference to the Agency Buf'eau and the difficulties and 
embarrassments which hcve since developed as a result of it. 
You felt, 1n your letter which you n-ote to me on May 1st, 
th;it these difficulties would be smoothed out. Unfortunately 
they have increased and become acgravated during the past 
five er six months to a point where I felt that there was 
no way out of the impasse but to serrl in my resignation. 

✓ It is difficult in the 3pace or a letter, am under existing 
conditions, to tell you the full stor-J of the numerous 
unfortunate incidents which have occurred as a result of 
the &ctivities of our .t'riand who suffers frOl!l excessively 
active ambassadorial gands, and who acts as a roving 
ambassador in ashington for the Jewish people on all 
matters under the sun, and ho injects himself in ev"r:, sit:iation, 
anticipates your every move, and whenever the offi~ially 
designated representatives of the Em..-gency Cou.~cil have an 
important visit to make, of which he gets wind, he makes sure 
to get there first ••• Our friend, you will remember, is also 
the spokesman of t.e orld Jewish Consress. He had promised 
at the time he was appointed di~ector of thq Agency Bureau 
to r oease representing the World JeNish Congress ~ 1i'aahington, 
but he has forgotten about his promise. As a result, the 
halls of our Government are blessed with his almost continuous 

omnipresanc~. 

The Emergency Council, at a meeting on September 14, 
u.~animously adopted t..he enclosed resolutions. Their object 

) 



Dr. Weizmann September lQ, 1944 , 
is to curlJ the gentleman's exceasive activities and 
independent action without at the same time reflecting 
unfavorabl1 on the authority of the Jewish Agency whose 
representative you appointed him. The gentleman has agreed 
to these resolutions. Personally I should have gone much 
further and would haves ested to the Emergency Council 
to request the Jewish Agency to close down the Bureau 
altogether. The Agency has, of course, every right to 
establish as many bureaus as it desires, and no one calls 
its authority into question. ihat is questioned by those 
who a.re active on the scene in Zionist nork in this country, 
is the necessity and the hel~fulness of such a bureau at this 
time. Two political agencies trying to do the same work in 
one country in war time can only lead, and in this instance 
it has led to confusion, over-lapping and serious embarrass­
ment. The Agency Bureau should either be closed down 
entirely or its activities sharply delimited to Latin­
American countries und to such other matters which do not 
come within the scope of the political activities of the 
American Zionist Emergency Courmil. 

You will also recall th t when the Bureau was 
established, there was to be a political committee c4 
American Zionists in charge of it. No such committee was 
ever, appointed with the result that the director or this 
Bureau has been acting i th out any con• rols, and with no 
responsible body to account to or to consult with. Every­
thing he says or does must be taken ipso facto as the 
thought or the decision of the ~ewisb Agency. You will 
agree with me that this'an anomalous and dangerous situation. 

I should like also to convey to you, my deur Dr. Weizmann, 
and to Mr. Shertok, the unanimous desire of the Emer~ency 
Council to have mare regular communications, and as frequently 
as conditions will permit, on all matters related to the 
political work of the Emergency Council on the American. scene 
sent directly to it from London and Jerusalem. Our E::iargency 
Council should not remain dependent as heretofore 11;>on 
driblets of information and occasional communications 
conveyed to it at their discretion by our friend in the 
Bureau, and his secretary. 

This all sounds like a very querulous l~tter. I did 
not intend it to be so, but I feel that you an our friends 
in Jerusalem ought to knoN the situation as it exists here. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

t 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
"- • 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. • WASHINGTON 9, D. C . 

FROM Mr. Leo R. Sack 

TO: Dr • .A.bba Hillel Silver 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 

DA TE: September 2()• 1944 

Here 1• a auamary of UW" conversation on 7eaterda.7 ,o supplement -,q 
verbal reports to 7ou by telephoue. I saw Senator Cozmall.7 firat. He waa 
of the opinion 1ihat nothing more could be accompliahed at thia time becauae 
CoD&J"essional leaders contemplate adJourninc this aeaaion on 1'hursu7. 
(Since he made that statement proer••• toward.a adjournment baa been mac1e.) 
Senator CoD11&ll7 said that •a month ago ltob W&cner alked to me about this 
legislation and expressed the wieh that it could be f&vorabl7 reported•• 

Connall.7 thereupon augge■ ted to Wagner, he said, that he see Secretaq 
of War Stimson "because he ia your constituent• to get him to withdraw his 
objections to the lfagner-Taft :Beaolution. 

Connall.7 said he indicated to Wagner tbat if he obtained au.ch a with­
drawal of objectiollll from Secreta17 Stimson. hi■ 0omm:l ttee probabl7 would 
favorably report the legislation. He did aa7, however, that he did not 
positivel7 commit himaelt. 

1.A,nJw&y, Bob never came back." Senator Connally continued. •1 have 
never heard another word from him. I assume because of this that Mr. 
Stimson•• objections ■till stand..• 

It waa at this point in our convereation that Senator Oonnall7 advi■ed 
me that the Navy Department had al■o interpo■e4 object101111 last Spr1nc, fol­
lowing the objections of the War Department. The Semtor was not clear as 
to whether the Navy objections were verbal or written. 

!l'hen Senator Oonnall7 expreaaed the opinion that no particularl7 good 
purpose would be accompliehed by action on our Resolution at this time be­
cause •eomethi.Dg is going to be done about Palestine immediately after the 
War•. Connally eaid that action at thia time, therefore, mi&ht have an ad,. 
verse effect as well as a uselesa effect. He did not ■ay what sort of action 
will be ta.ken, nor do I believe that he knows. 

•The War is hurrying to a clo■e, 11 he went on, 1ancl I am sure that yaa. 
will not have to wait long now for action.• 

Following the conversation wi '11 Senator Connally I talked to Senator 
Taft. He told me that he had discussed the Reeolution with Sena.tor Oonnall7 
ten days ago and had requested a favorable report. Sena.tor Connally told 
him, he ■a.id, tbat he had theretofore discussed the matter with Stmator Wagner 
and had requested Wagner to obtain a clearance from Secreiar7 Stimeon. .After 
this, Taft aaid, he had been tryinc •for ten daJ9 1 to see W&per but he baa 
not been here. 

In the meanwhile 91.ft, immediatel7 after the Con+-erence with Senator 
Connally, penonall7 wrote to Secretary Stimson asking whether he atill 



September 20, · 1944 

obJected to passage of the Besolution. 

• I received Do repl7 aucl I have been reluctant to telephone Stimson 
because he doean•t like me,• Mr. Taft continued. He explained. tbat Stimacm 
dislikes him, in his opinion, becau.ae he baa been 1ridi:ag1 the 1Jar Department 
v9r7 hard, and. also has referre4: aarcastica.l.17 oD occasion to Mr. Stimson aa 
being a fourth term candidate. 

When Mr. 9Lft repeated his reluctance to telephone Stimacm, I auggested 
to him that he have aome good Republican friend, who has not atepped on the 
Secreta17•a toes - preferabl.J' a ralllci:ag llepublioan cm the M1l1ta17 Affairs 
Committee - telephone the Secretary. Mr. !aft thought thia waa a good sug­
gestion and he thereupon retumed to the Senate cbamber to request Senator 
.luatin of Temont, allegeclq a sincere friend of Paleetine. to telephone Mr. 
Stimson. Senator J.UBUn, however, balked. 

Mr. ~t then decided to telephone .Assistant Secreta17 McOlo7 whom he 
previously had told me he did not know and, therefore, was reluctant to tele­
phone him when I had earlier mentioned his name as a poasibilit7. In the 
meanwhile, Senator !!aft told me later, JOU (Dr. Silver) telephoned him and 
aubsequentq he called you back. J.ssiatant Secretary McClo7 adviaed Mr. Taft 
that he then was l:avi~ some of his staff oftic.era give him a report on con­
ditions in the Near llast, as the7 pertained to the Palestine ieaolution. 
Mr. McOlo7 told Taft that he would be able to advise him b7 !b.ursda7 morning. 

Senator Wagner returned to Washington in the earl7 afternoon. I went 
to his office to inquire what Secretary Stimson had &dviaed him on the basis 
of Mr. Connall7'• ■uggestion. to m:, great surprise Mr. Wegner aaid that he 
had not aeen Stimaon at all because he regarded Connally'• ■uggeation as a 
form of lpassing the buck•. Nevertheleaa, Mr. Wagner promised that he woul.4 
phone Secreta17 Stimson duriDg the afbrnoon. B\lt as of ll o•clock this 
Wednesda7 morning he has not done •o• hi■ office advises me. 

I was unable to eee senator Vandenberg 7esterda7 until after the 
ad,Journment of the Senate. I waited in h11 office until the Senate aession 
was over and although he was apologetic for not being able to aee me aooner. 
he was empbatioall.7 of w opinion that no action could be taken on our 
ieaolution during tho remainder of this session of the Congress. 

•It Will be a p~sical impossibility to obtain conmittee action even 
if Secreary Stimson gives his appro'tal to the Resolution,• Senator fandenberg 
declared. •we do not have a quorum of our Committee. bre are present onl.7 
four out of twenty-three member,.• 

Senator Vandenberg then told me that hi■ Committee would not attempt 
to approve the Resolution by the procedure of polling memben to attain their 
acquiescence because the iesolution involTes 1policy•. 10ur Cammi tt••• 1 he 
said. 'never undertakes to poll membership except in cases of nomination■.• 

The converaation continued. further but alwa711 Vandenberg came back to 
the point that because of the ahortage of time remaining to thi• aeSBion, and 
the inability of his Conm1Uee to obtain a quorum it was 1impoasible1 to obtain 
a favorable report • .lt no time did he qualif7 hia opinion as to the Nimpoaaibi-
1 it71 of action. 

I shall advise 700. further as development■ occur. 

s1nc./y.7, 

LRSz abr Le~k 
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The Temple - Ans al Rd. 

and E. 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 
September 20, 1944 

~HJf.> 1 11~ 

r. David ben Gurion 
Jewish Agency 
Jerusalem, Palestine 

I q \,\ \j (. . I 
J. J, J~f;:> A' ,Gt~'l A..'' ~ 

My dear Mr. ban Gurion1 

. '\ J ~ (; 1p . r r' I~~ T'"\~ V • (~~~-~-A "t .... , r, ~ 
-..l,I VJ\~ ,·rr ( ~ \J Lt ' \,~~b ·,r r~""' ?\ --"&..J'I 'v :JN ·, 

v f ~ ,\ ~ , 

I received your kind cablegram to which I replied. r/1) I ,.z];,v' ~ ·/Ji .' 
You have undoubtedly received by now my reply. !"feel that I 
I should like to write you more fully about the situation t 

although it is difficult in t !1e space of a letter and l 
under existing conditions~ to tell you the .full story of 1 

the numerous unfortunate incidents hioh have occurred as a 
result of the activities of a..ir friend who suffers from 
excessively active ambassadorial glands, am who acts as a 
roving ambassador in ,,ashington for the Jewish peo9le Cll all 
matters under the sun, and ,ho injects himself into every 
situation, anticipates your every move, am wh,inever the 
officially designated representatives of the EmerQency Council 
have an important visit to make, of which he ~ets wind, he 
makes sure to get therefirst •••• Our friend, y will ramamber1 
ls also the spokesman of 'the World J ewis Congress. He had 
promised at the time ha was appoi,ited direato..- of the Agency 
Bureau to cease representing the World Je11sh Colll!,'Te~s in 
Washington, but he has forgotten .about his romise. /ls s. 
result, ttte halls of our Gove ant ire bl0s:ed with his 
almost continuous omnipresence. 

The Emergency Council, at a meeting on September 14, 
unanimously adopted the enclosed resolutions. Tbsir object 
is to curb the gentleman's excessive activities and 
imependent action without at the same time reflecting 
unfavorably on the authority of the Jewish Agency whose 
representative he has been appointed. The gentleman has 
agreed to these resolutions. Personally I should have 
gone much further and would have suggested to the Emer&ency 
Council to request the Jewish Agena to close down the Bureau 
altogether. The Agency has, of course, ever-.r right to 
establish as many bureaus as it desires, and no one &l.ls 
its authority into question. 7hat is questioned bJ those 
who are active on the scene in Zionist work in this country, 
is the necessity and the helpfulness of such a bureau at this 
time. Two political agencies tr_ying to do the same work in 

! I 
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one country in war time can only lead, and in this ins• ce 
it has led, to confusion, over-lapping and serious embarrass­
ment. The Agency Bureau should either be closed down entirely 
or its activities sharply delimited to La.tin-American oountries 
and to such other matters which do not come within the scope 
of the political activities of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council. 

You will also recall that when the Bureau was 
established, there was to be a political committee of 
;,,merican Zionists in charge of it. No such committee was 
ever appointed with the result that the director of this 
Bureau has been acting without any controls, and with no 
responsible body to account to or to consult with. Every­
thing he says or does must be taken ipso facto as the thought 
or the decision of the Jewish Agency. You will ugree with 
me th~t this is an anomalous and dangerous situation. 

I should like also to convey to you, my dear .l.r. ben 
Gurion, the unanimous desire of the Emergency Council to 
have more regular communications, and as frequently 
as conditions will p-Jrmit, on all matters related to the 
political work of the Emergency Council on th~ American so9ne 
sent directly to it frm London a.nd Jerusalem. Our Emereer..cy 
Council should not remain dependent as heretofore a)on 
driblets of information and occasional communications 
conveyed to it at their discrotion by our friend in th3 
Bureau, and his secret& • 

This all sounds like aver; querulous letter. I did 
not intend it to be so, but I feel that you and our friends 
in Jerusa"l.em ought t,o know the situation as it exists hare.· 

1th all good wishes for a very happy new year, and 
in high hopes that the coming year Ul bring peace to the 
world and the realization of the great historic hopes or 
our people, I remain 

AHS:BK 
Enc. 

Very cordially yours, 



·~ . PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assodated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMME.DIATE BELEASE 

AMERICAN ZIONISTS HAIL FORMATION OF 

JEWISH BRIG.ADE GROUP BY BRITAIN 

WISE .L"'ID SILVER HOPE THIS WILL BE PBELIMilJARY TO 

JEWISH REPEESENTATION AT PEA.CE CONF.EBENOE 

Hew York - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen s. Wise, co-chairmen of the 

American Zionist Emergency Council, today hailed the British Govern.~ent 1s announce­

ment of the formation of a Jewish Brigade Group as recognition of "the justice of 

the Jewish claim to fight under their own flag against the oppressors of their 

people." 

In a formal statement issued here, Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise expressed an 

trearnest hope that the recognition thus accorded the Jews as e,, people in tho 

armies of the United Nations will be a preliminary to Jewish representation at 

the Peace Conference and in tho councils of the nations in all matters affecting 

the f uturo of European Jewry Em.d of Palestine." 

Pointing out that the British Government I s annouI1cement cones 11 as the 

culmination of a struggle which has been conducted since the beginning of the war 

by the World Zionist Organization, and in this country by tho .American Zionist 

Emergency Council, for the recognition of the right of Palestinian and Stateless 

Jews to fight as Jews in the war against tho Nazi aggressor," the statement added 

that the Jewish l3rige..do Group uwill desire abov.e all to play its part in the 

invasion of Germany and. in the rescue of what survives of tho Jewry of Europe. 11 

_(r.1oro) 
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"The Jews were singled out by Hitler for mass extonnination. Todey they no 

longer fight as anonymous units and they are ontit~ed also to a voice of their own 

in matters which will affect the1:1 in the groat decisions that arc about to be made," 

the statement declared. 

In a cable to the Executive of the Jewish Agency, of which Dr. Chaim Weiznann 

is President, the .American Zionist Emergency Council extended congratulations on the 

success of the Agency 1s "untiring efforts for the establishment of a Jewish nilitary 

force, 11 and added that 11 this belated recognition of Palestine Jewry's splendid con­

tribution to the war effort gives renewed hope and oncouragenGnt in tho struggle 

for tho realization of our aspirations for the establishnont of Palestine as a 

J owi sh Cdnmonwoal th. " 

Tho text of the stat9J!lent by Dr. Silver .:md Dr. Vise follows: 

11The annou.'1.cement by the ]ri tish Governnent of the fornati on of a Jewish 
Brigade Group comes as the culminati on of a. struggle which has boon conducted since 
tho beginning of the war by the World Zionist Organization and in this country by 
tho Anerican Zionist Enorgency Council, for the recognition of the right of Pales­
th.~nn and Stateless Jews to figh.t as Jews in the war against the Nazi aggressor. 
In September 1939, Dr. Weizmann as head of the Zionist movement and of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, in a letter to Prime Minister Chamberlain, offered to enter 
into im:nediate arrangements for utilizing Jewish manpower and resources for the war 
effort. In particular, it was proposed to raise forthwith a Jewis..li Division to be 
recruited in Palestine and elsewhere for service with the British Forces wherever 
roquired. That offer was not accepted, but more than 30,000 Jews from Palestine, 
U."lldor tho auspices of the Jewish Agency, have nevertheless volunteered for service 
and are today fighting in various units of the British Army. On the battlefields 
of t he Middle East from Syria to Tunis, they have made a splendi.d contribution. The 
consolidation of at least a portion of these Jewish units into a Jewish Brigade, 
though l a te in the dey, is a recognition both of their fine achievement and of the 
justice of the Jewish claim to fight under their own flag against the oppressors of 
their people, The Jewish ]rigac.o Group will desire above all to play its part in 
the invasion of Germany ond in the rescue of what survi vos of tho Jewry of Europe. 
Jews evory·where will follow its participation in the present struggle with pride and 
satisfacti on. It is our earnest hope further that the recogniti on thus accorded the 
Jows as a people in the armies of tpo United Nations will bo a preliminary to Jewish 
representati on at the Peace Conference and in the co1mcils of tho nations in all 
matters affecting tho future of European Jewry and of Palestine. The Jews wore 
singled out by Hitler for mass extel'!llinati on. Today they no longer fight as anon7-
r.1ous uni ts and they arc enti tlod also to a voice of their own in matters which will 
affect them in the great decisions that are about to be made." 

-30--
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL • 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. • WASHINGTON 9, D. C. 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM Mr. Leo R. Sa.ck DATE: September 22, 1944 

TO: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

SUBJECT: 

If Hell isn't paved with good intentions, it certainly ia paved 
with promises. iUld that seems to be what we got at the wind,.up of the 
Congress session. For example: 

l. Senator Wagner did not talk to President .Roosevelt. I doubt 
whether he even made an effort to do so, as he told me on Wednesday even­
ing that he would do. When I saw him again yesterday afternoon he bad not 
talked to the President, apparently he was not going to do •o• and appar­
en tly he did not think it worthwhile to make any last minute effort to get 
his Resolution thro'\l8h. 

His attitude is strange, too, because he is very much worried 
about his re-election and yet he, apparently, did not think it worthwhile 
to work diligently and effectively to obtain passage of his Resolution in 
order to solidify the Jewish vote in hi• behalf. Certainly, in m:, opinion• 
he could have done far more and, also, I belie·.-e. that he could bave been 
successful had he really gone to town. 

2. Assistant Secretal'7 of war McClo7 did not keep his word to 
Sena.tor Ta.ft insofar as I can ascertain. If you Will recall, Senator Taft 
told you, as well as me, that Mr. McOloy had assured him that he would 
give him an answer no later than Thursday morning as to whether the War 
Department still objected to passage of the Wagner-~ft :Resolution. 

Mr. Taft returned to Cincinnati after dinner on Wednesday evenine• 
On Thursday morning I made inquiry from Mr. Martin. his secretary, and was 
advised tbat no word, either by n&il or telephone, had been received from 
McCloy. During the day nothi.Dg further was heard, and even up to this morn­
ing McOloy has not co11111UJ1icated with Taft. 

Aa a last minute .device, I tried on yesterday afternoon to get 
word from McCloy by having Martin telephone him in the Senator's name. But 
the buck was passed at McCloy1s office. Martin was given an excuse bu.t no 
inf orma ti on. 

3. Congressman Bloom had no intention, apparently, of making a 
last minute effort because he went up to New York several days ago. Crawford, 
his secretary, told me, however, that Mr. :Bloom had colllDWlicated with Dr•• 
Wise and Silver, and he IJU8gested that perhaps Mr. :Bloom would tell me of 
this late development when he returned to Washington .next week. Later, 
Crawford corrected himself to say that the communication was w1 th Dr. Wise. 
He did not tell me the nature of the communication. He regarded it a.a 
•strictly confidential"• 

Perhaps you have been advised of the nature of the communication. 
I do know that when I talked with Sol last he was mulling over the idea of 
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returning the Hungarian Jews to Hungary, the Polish Jews to Poland, the German 
Jews to Gerinany, and so on, as a means of solving the problem. This, I 
gathered, was one of the bright State Department ideas, too. 

No purpose can be served by thinking out loud at thi• time. I have 
the definite impression, however, that had the boat not been rocked during the 
last month, and had all of us been permitted to work intell1gent17 and in an 
orderl7 manner, we might have persuaded some ti.Dd.d aoula to really exert them­
selves and earn the right to capitalize on the Jewish vote because of their 
alleged contributions to Palestine. When I aee yoa. I will think out loud. 

In the meanwhile, I am quite a bit concerned because of certain po­
li ti cal developnen ts. We are actually face to face with a condition where, 
apparently, the Democrats feel that they need not bes-Ur themselves in our 
behalf because they have the entire Jewish vote anyhow, while the liepublicana 
feel, 1 What the Hell 'a the use, the Jews are all going to vote for Boosevelt 
anyhow•. 

Thus the Democrats feel that n othin.g more than lip eervice is 
needed for us while the Republicans are disco~ed fr0111 giving ua more tban 
lip service. 

I do feel ~ that if Mr. Wagner had taken the int-elligent interest 
in our cauae that Mr. Taft bas taken, we would be further along. It ia on the 
general aspects of th.is subJect that I hope I can talk: to 7ou soon after Yom 
Kippur. Certainly, as the matter now stand.a, we have everything to lose and 
nothing to gain. In the meantime, it become• 1ncreaaingl7 disgusting to hear 
how mu.ch the White House has done for our people. 

LRS:ebr 

Vi inc•rely, 
Leo R. Sack 
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The President 
'l'he mite Holln 

a.shington, • o. 

Dear r. Preaid•t • 

Septeaber 26, 1944. 

1x months Mve passed since we were priT1.l.eged 
to ••et vi th you to d.1acu.sa the future ot P aleat:me 
and the settlement there ot hmldreda ot tboueanct. ot 
bollele .. Jewish rstugeea. At thAt ti.Ile JOU authorised 
us to say on your behalf tbat 'When future decisions 
are reached, Ml J•atice will be done to tboae vbo 
seek Jewish Rational Holle.ff 

In the aun1.1ae ~en,a b&Ye IIOYed tast and toda7 
the libel'atin& roreea ot the United lfatiou ban 51-
l'"ea~ freed conaiderable areae ot Sa.ro_pe frGll lfasi 
domination. The problem ot what is to be done wi'th 
the surrlrtng J 8\111 1n the.. and in other areas about 
to be treed 1s a aatter ot illllediate a011et. Tbe 
intergOYermi.ental bodies concerned are tonulatiDC 
lans and are taking aeaaure• designed apparent)¥ to 

return the rehgee• to their places ot origin or of 
first re.tu«•• ht man, ot the refugees desire aboft 
all to rebuil ~ their shattered 11.-es 1n Pale~ine. 
Thia o porturd1i7 1• betnc denied thea and actian 1• 
being taken which ht.er will be irreparable. 

The probl• i.8 becc11Snc ■ore acute with ner, 
d&J th t paa••• .and it would appear'° be ot iaedia\e 
vgenc7 that atepa be \a.ken to deal with a situation 
that 1a cauaing widespread disquiet. As heads ot the 
coabined Zionist organisation• in thie count1"7 it 1• 
our earnest requeai that 7011 accord 11a the earlleat 
0pportunit7 ot ■Nting rlth you in order 1io nbait to 
you our views on thie and on related aattera. 

lours .rat thflillT, 

Abba Hillel 81.J.ver 

Stephens. Wise 

Co-Chdrmen 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Si lver, 
The Temple, 
Ansel Road and E. 105th, 
CLEVELAND, Ohio. 

My dear Dr. Silver, 

77, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, 

W.C.1. 

28th September, 1944. 

I am most grateful to you for your letter of the 19th, though 
I confess that it causes me considerable pain. Not because of what you 
say, but because it makes me feel my own responsibility for having helped 
to take you out of your beautiful Temple, and away from the quiet life 
you were leading in a devo t ed community, and to inject you into the mael­
strom of American Zionist politics. I also feel that some of your com~ 
plaints are justified, and it is a matte r for regret that they should be 
so, especially in these most difficult and critical times. 

You rightly wish t o be kept more fully informed of develop­
ments on any important subjects, and as promptly as possible. There are 
technical reasons - to which I will ref er later - as well as reasons of 
substance for our lack of corrnnunicativeness. The main reason is that 
there has been nothing definite to communicate. ✓ Officially, there is 
no change in the situation. We hear, of course, many rumours - some 
favourable, but most unfavouxable. But there is nothing that can be 
called definite, nothing indicating action or decision • 

. J For instance, we heard - I emphasise that all this is rumour . X 1', ar:d nothing more. - that a project .fill:_,E_artiti~,,,,ha.d._beei:i worked out, w~ich 
-~6me people cons1ct.ered to be ratfier on the 0 generous" side; I gather it 
-vm..s something like 1',he Pee 1 project_. plus .tbe....]"egev, plus Aka~. Our op-
po~ in the Mddle East and in Palestine itself""'¾hought this much too 
mucn, and argued that such a pro_j.e.o-t-., if- im_FJ.emen ted, would produce tur­
moil throughout:=thelvu.dd!e East. So every'6ody has l:e en trying to whittle 
it down. We~ all~rts of suggestions. One which seems to enjoy 
powerful support amonnts to something like the Woodhead "C" proposal -
a strip of territory on the coast from north o.f Gaza to Zichron: without, 

~~ therefore, the :Emek, without Galilee, withoat Haifa, and so on. Of course 
it is not for a moment to be contemplated. -

I repeat that nothing is certain; nothing is decided. But 'tr do feel that our friend~' hands have to be very much strengthened, so 
/as 



,X):l as to enab le them to overcome the opposition. And that can be done oniy 
y your chiefs taking a definite and firm stand on the matter. I t h ink 

the Pr esident and our Prime Minister can carry it through together, and as 
long as things re~ain on ·their level it will be all right. The danger be­
gins when they descend to the level of those - in the Middle F.a.s t and in 
Palestine itself - who want to des~roy the Jewish National Home. I have 
re9eatedly warned Smuts, and also Winant, about it. But you must now, at 
this cr itical moment, see that our friends are well informed, and that the 
President has this matter before him. vYe are preparing a memorandum on 
the subject, which deals with the question of why partition is not desir­
able, but of course I do not know whether we shall prevail. But if the 
part i tion is such as to produce a Jewish State which is not, and ~ be, 

XX"v~ that would b§_..a__ first-;-class disaster which~ all costs be 
avoided. You and Wise and all our friends must therefore be constantly 
on the v1a t ch to see that it does not happen. I have no wish to be an alar­
mist; I repeat that nothing is decided; but I certainly f ear that our 
enemies are trying their utmost to bring about a decision utterly unaccep-· 
table to us. 

Now that the Prime l\.inister has r eturned I shall attempt to see 

) 

him before leaving for Palestine. I am not at all sure that I shall succeed, 
but it is my duty to try. I am seeing other members of the Government, 
too, but whether they will tell me anything I naturally do not know. If 
I do hear, then you will know at once. > 

The technical difficulty is, of course, the method of cozmnunica­
tion. We enjoy no diplomatic privileges in these matters, and have to 
submit to the ordinary rul es of censorship. Although there is never in 
our corre spondence anything that cou ld conceivably be construed as inimi­
cal to the Allied cause, with which we are completely identified, still 
there is always the possibility of saying something which some particu­
lar censor may dislike. That does not make for easy writing, and may 

/help 

/ 
1 
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help to explain why we have not kept in closer touch with you, 
as we should have wished to do. 

✓ Both Mr s . Weizmann and myself expect t o leave for Palestine 
at the end of October, and before we go, I am naturally anxious 
to know what we have to hope - or fear. I t hink it is essential 

/ that you should make contact with M r gent4au, and pe rhaps show 
him some extracts from t his e er. I am ry ng to write to hil!l. 

/ 

myself. It was most unfortunate that I was laid up and could not 
see him while he was here. I am looking forward to the arriva l 
of Hamilton Fish Armst rong, who is to join Winant here as second­
in-command. He is, as you lmow, an old friend. X 

Once more I wish you and yours a happy New Year. ·1ny it 
see all our complications and perplexities fade away in the light 
of new and greater events which I believe to be approaching. Let 
us hope those events may bring some relief and comfort to our own 
people, as well as t o the world at large. 

As ever, 

Yours,~ 
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FA215 Wl.081/X LONDON 88 17 1429 

NL'l' NAHUM GOLDMANN 
342 IIADISOB AVENUI 

DISTRESSED ID REAO!ION MY 1/9 alao sent you oral message cable 

WHETHER RECEIVED STOP AOTIO• OJI MY STATEMENT HOST URGDT 

PRESENT STAGE YOUR DD STOP IIOBILISS ALL PRESSURE 01 

DEPARTMDT AND LAVAN CABLE STOP YOUR 8/9 DELAYED MEANWHILE 

CABLED JERUSALEM URGING ACCEPTAlfCE SUGGESTION CONTAINED YOUB. 

LIPSICYS CABLE MYSELF EXPECTING RETURI JERUBALEl KARLY OC'l'OBER 

WEIZMANN HOPES J'LY llIDOCTOBER STOP SUGGEST YOU DONT LEAVE 

WITHOUT EXHAUSTING ALL POSSIBLE 1UUl PpSSIBILITIES REGARDING 

SUBJECT MY STATEMENT STOP TIMI: rACTOR YOU DD MOS'!' VITAL 

110 SHE SHER'l'OI 

cc. Dr. Wiae, Dr. Silver, llr. Lourie, Mr. Lipsky 
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RADIOGRAM 

1-:;, NZD ITii D&r? Rill-BET YOUR R2SI H ' IO:T FROM CHAIR!iA SHIP EMERGEMCY CO ,JCI L s •roP 

EJ:JTREA.T YOU co:0IfalJE I N OFFICE UNTI L JE C T JOI N'l'LY CLEAR UP COlT'.i:BOVERSIAL · TTERS 
I 

ID sm 'LE T : BY NDERSTA:J)I:TG STOP '\VE S L IX) UT ~ ST EXPEDITE SETTLEMEl T 

S'illP 

2,68 PAGE 2 RABBI JEW YORK -

HTCOUCEIVAELE THAT TnIS ~'OST CRITICAL r:om T O R ,{OVE.:Elf"i1 SHOULD LOSE YO R 

CO CPERATIOK :ID z-:;, STOP PLEASE CABLE T ONCE STOP IEST GOOD ,HS S 

FOR JE:V YEAR 
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N!..T RABB I B. Hr L liIT. SI VER C °" ZIONIST EHER .i!..NCY COHH TID" 

342 .1 I SON VE Re. YORK C TY 

DEEPLY C .,~C.illR..lf ~ DI TURBED T IFFICTJLTI'ES . HIGH VE ISEN 

C.\.USING YO u CONTE! ' T COCH.! IR ,L ~JHIP ']RGE CY 

CO 11 ,!I TEE STo· SUCH ST.ii:P T NY IM:@ 0 JLD CAUSE .,,, G VE DISTRESS 

BUT WE C.rilltT DJLY • l1JOT FFOBD IllTERN Om. ?LICT' 

STOP 1 .& DE.ALI m ;nTH PROB- ,1 BO H HER.di J.ll.RT s. E! ' 1 OULD BEG YOU 

DEFER RES IGU.A.n o~~ OR G RESULTS O D.,.LIBEi. TIO 

0 YOU 

,00) FRIE!ID 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1944 

Dear Dr. Wise, 

Thank you f or your letter of the 29th . I 

shall be delighted to see you and Dr . Silver when 

the Dumbarton Oaks ' Sessions have been concluded, 

at whi ch time I will be i nt er es t ed to hear of the 

outcome of your discussion with t he President 

rel ative to the matter in which you 

ested. 

e so i nter-

I greatly apprecia te y ow.~ understanding of 

Ir(V present situation. 

With best wishes, 

Dr. Stephen S. Wi se 
40 West 68 Street 

New York 23, N. Y • 

Sincerely yours, 



. .,,,,,,, -

·---rRtSS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New York -- More than 400 members of the United States Senate and House of Repre­

sentatives -- 77% of the 78th Congress - have gone on re cord in support of Jewish 

aspirations in Palestine, it was disclosed today by Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, 

Executive Committee Chairman of the .American Zionist Emerg-ency CO\lnGil-, who made 

public the results of a poll of Congressional opinion taken by the Council. 

Dr. Silver revealed that out of a total of 395 statements by memb8rs of 

Congress r,hich the Council was authorized to include in its book, ".America and 

Palestine," only 18 are opposed to immediatl:l action on the Pcll.estine question. 

Eight of these, however, approve Zionist aims. Sixteen additional endorsemonts 

of the Zionist program, not included in the book, bring the nwnbor of Senators 

and Representatives who ha~e gone on record in favor of a Jewish Pclestine to 401, 

Dr. Silver pointed out. 

An analysis of the 395 statements published by the Council indie8tes that 

support of the Zionist program is bi-partisan. The book contains statements by 

77 Senators. Of ·this number, 49 are Democrats, 27 are Republicans, and 1 is 

Progressive. Of the 318 Representatives wh>::e decl a rations appear in the vo).uroo, 

156 are Democrats, 159 are Republicans, 2 are Progressives and 1 is American 

Labor Party. 

On the basis of this expression ood the strong pro-Palestine planks 

adopted by the Republican and Democratic parties at their nationnl conventions, 

Dr. Silver called for positive action by the n;J.tional Administra.tion to help 

liquidate the British White Paper of 1939, open the doe rs of Pale s tine to Jewish 

mass immigrati cn [llld the development of tha.t coup.try ['.S a free and democratic 

Jewish Comrronwealth. 

-fl America a..'1.d Palestine" is a 500,-.pnge volwne which reccrds the sympathetic 

(more 



position of Congress and which documents the traditional American policy of 

friendship for the Zionist program from World War I to the present day. The bo ok, 

which was made public by Dr~ Siltrer today, has been published by the Council; 

which is leading the fight against the British White Paper and for the re­

establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Corrmonwealth. 

The se obj ectives are embodied in the Wagner-Taft and Wright-Compton 

resolutions which have btien pending in Congress sinco th8ir introduction last 

February. Action on these resolutions was deferred in the spring at the r e quest 

of the military authorities. 

Dr. Silver declared today that in view of the pro-Zionist planks included 

in the Republican and Democratic platforms, and in viev, of the statements by the 

Congressmen, "there can be no doo. bt that the resolutions pending in Congress will 

pass overwhelminely when the proper time comes -- and thc'"l,t time is not far off. 11 

Dr. Silver pointed out that 11 the military situati on has changed radically since 

the spring. The war has moved away, not only from the Near East, but a lmost from 

the whole Mediterranean basin • 11 

11 Certl'l.inly, 11 he added, 11 these magnificent utterances by Americ l).n statesmen 

and political lLnders, and hesident Roo sevelt 1 s nctable declaration of Ma.rch 9th 

that tfull justice will be done t c tho se whc seek n Jewish National Hcme,r are 

eloquent proof that the nation favors early action tc; speed fulfillment of Jewish 

hopes in Pale s tine, They c onstitute a clear mandate t 0 the Government t 0 act 

positively and decisively in a matter which affects the future c f an entire 

people. The tir,e for such action is now. 11 

The recognition of the independence cf Syria and Lebanon, Dr. Sil~er 

pointed out, did ne t wait for the end of the war. 11 Decisions vitally affecting 

the future of the Near East art being made now, but nc thing c f importance has 

been done as yet regarding the problems c f Europeon Jewry and the problem of 

(me re) 



Palestine, which are intimately related. Of the 75,00C certificates authorized 

under the White Paper, all but 10 1 000 have been exhausted. The number of horne­

loss and stateless Jewish refugees in recently liberat0d countries who are 0cger 

to go to Palestine exceeds by far the 10,00" unused permits, and thesu are ·ooing 

doled out in driblets. The problem is becoming more acute daily as the .Allied 

Armies advance. It cannot wait, 11 he added. 

11 .America and Palu stine 11 includes all official pronouncements on the Pales­

tine question by the Exucutivt.: and Legislative branches of the .American Govern­

nent up ·to and including the present Administration. It also contains the texts 

of resolutions condemning the White Paper policy and urging support for n Jewish 

Palestine which huve been passed by the Legislatures of nineteen states, comprisin{ 

approximately 60% of the country 1s population. These states arc Alabama, Calif­

ornia, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, LouisiMa., Maryland, 

Mn.ssnchusetts, Missouri, New Jersey, Nl;Jw York, Pennsylv0.nia, Rhode Island, South 

Carolina, Texas, Virginia and Washington. 

The follo wing sto.tEJments nre typical of those nppearing in the volume: 

Senator o,nen Brewster (R. Mo.) -- 11 , •• The complete unanimity of uupport 

for the Coolidgl, Convention of 1924 between the United States and Gn,at Brita.in 

covering the guarantees made by Great Britain to the United States concl,rning 

a Jewish National Horne in Palestine ind.icnte s goncr.ri,l rccogni tion of the sound-

ness of the Zionist pl'ogrrun. ... Two powerful and impulling motives combine 

to encourage American support for a Jewish lfation[',1 Home in Pru.estine -- fir ::; t, 

as a haven for persecuted Jews from other parts of the world, and second, as 

a valuable asbot in the devtJlopment of American foreign policy, 11 

(more) 



Senattr Harry F. Byrd (D., Va.) -- 11 I wish to eJq)r~ss my interest in 

the movement to establish Palestine as a permanent homeland for the J ews. In 

thcs~ years of unp-recedented tragedy, the untold hardship and suffering •f 

European Jewry• it is fitting, I think, that Jewish immigration be allowed to 

continue into Palestine, where the Jews may live as free men, with the right to 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. I am heartily in fav-or of this movt,­

ment and shall support all proper measures toward the development of Palestine 

as a Jewish National Ho~eland. 11 

Senator .Arthur H, Vandenberg (R., Mich,) -- 11 There can be no doubt in 

anybody Is mind regarding my attitude toward the Jewish National Home in Pales­

tine. I have long been associated with the organizations supporting this great 

objective. I continue to believe that the Jewish National Home represents one 

of the greatest of all major ideals in international justice and humanity. Re­

gardless of race, religion or creed it cannot fail to claim the fid~lity of 

those who love their fellow-men and who pray for peRoe with justice in this -war­

torn world. 11 

Senator Clnude Pepper (D., Fla.) -- 111Ve are learning through hard and 

bitter experience that peace is indivisible. We are learning another lesson as 

well, that so long as freedom is imperiled -in any one part of the globe, it is 

threatened everywhere. To this we must now add the propo~ition that 11,ati onal 

security, which is the logical outgrowth and blessing of peace and freedom is 

indivisible as well. So long as any group anywhere in the world suffers from 

the inability to fulfill its destiny in nationhood, so long shall peaceful and 

free nati onhood b~ threatened everywhere. The Jewish people have earned the 

right to peaceful and free nationhood. They cannot be stopped from attainin~ 

it. II 

( riore) 



Representative Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (House Minority Leader) -- 11:Plnin 

justice should prompt us to keep faith with the Jewish peorJle and permit the 

building of a Jewish homelnnd in Palestine. Following the war the Jewish people 

mu.st find a haven where they can have happiness and seouri ty. Unquestionably 

Palestine will be the one place capable of absorbing lnrge numbers. Palestine 

through years of preparation hns been mo.de ready for the emergency whieh now ex­

ists. It would be unfortunate if the greo.t humnni tarian movement which prompted 

its birth should be interrupted. We must not allow it to happen. 11 

Representative John W. McCormack (House Majority Leader) -- 11 Indeed, if 

ever there was a need for a Nntionnl Home for the ~rewish people, it is now when 

tens of thousnnds of helpless men, women and ohildren nre trying to escape with 

their lives from the diabolical massacre at F.itler 1s foul hands, Their entire 

hope is centered on Palestine -- the land pledged to them as their National Home. 

I should like to reiterate the c,onviction; which I have entertained for o. long 

time that the problem of Jewish homelessness can never be Jolved right unless n 

place of equality and dignity is granted to the Jewish people through the re­

constitution of Palestine as a free and demoorn.tio Jewish Cornmonwenlth, ••• 11 

Representative Glare Boothe Luce (R., Oonn.) -- 11 ••• There is a lo.nd 

which historically belongs to the Jews, but wns lost to the military power of 

more aggressive nations. Now the Jews are scattered nll over the world, their 

families broken by the war, their spirits erushed by Nazi brutality. Alone they 

do not have the strength to regain whnt is rightfully theirs. They must have 

the nctive help of those who, even though they have never experienced homeless,-. 

ness 1 can at least understand, from the lesson of their forefather~, the commend­

able desire for independence anQ. freedom under a national flag. It is hoped 

that this year I which begins so darkly for the Jews I will end with the first 

tangible hope that these unfortunate people have known for centuries. It is to 

be hoped that the splendid example of fortitude which the Je,,s have set in this 

(inore) 



last decn.de of incredible suffering will win them not just sympnthizers -- but 

supporters -- men who will stn.nd at their sid~ in the struggle to attain that 

one thing so cherished by all mankind -- a home. 11 

Representative George E. Outland (D., Calif.) ..... 11 It is peculiarly 

fitting that Palestine JeTTry should tod1\Y' be inn position to ofter safety to 

:persecuted Jews in Europe. It ,vns in order to solve the millennial problems of 

Jewish homelessnesa that the nations of the world determined to re-estnblish n 

National Home for the Jews in their ancient country. Pnlestine. The purpose of 

the Palestine Mandate is still far from achieved. In the over-nll aggregate of 

Jews admitted from Hitler-dominated Europe, little Palestine still stands ahead 

of our own country •••• One cannot but feel its relation to thnt other great 

historio task which we once before undertook 1 Md which we must at thir. moment 

reaffirm that of enabling the Jewish people to resume n normal 1-1rocess of 

livihg in a land of its own. 11 

#llO ... 10/12/44 
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MEMORANDUM OF A MEETING BETWENN RABBI SILVER, IR. GOLI14ANB, MR. WEISGAL, 
MR. MON'IDR A.T THE :OOBORESTER HOUSE, WASHlNG'roN, D. O. ON OO'l'OBER 12, 1943 

Dr. Silver reviewed the situation leading up to the establisbment. 
of the Jewish Agenc1 office here under tbe direction of Mesars. Goldmann 
and Lipsky, stating that if Dr. · Wei2ma.nn had been penni tted to go t}lrough 
with hi.a program of establishing a Politi6al Coounittee, such en office 
would probably not be necessary. Now that. the Emerg ncy Council bas boen 
reorganized, the logical thing would be to dissolve the office and merge 
all activiUes into one. Since, however, logic does not alwa;ys obtain. in 
such matters, it was necessary to define the areas of authority as well as 
of cooperation. It was Dr. Silver's opinion that the authority of the Em~ 
ergency Council should be established beyond any question over and above 
any other authority in this country-; that it was necessary in political 
work for someone to be able to 888' "yee11 or "no 11 at a given moment and 
that decision to stand. 

,. 

lur\bermor • Dr. Stlyer tel t tbere was a great deal of duplica­
tion of eftort m111ta\ing egainat the effeetiveneas of oar poli tioal. work 
in Washington. Dr. Silver aleo deprecated the tact. tba.t Dr. Goldmann was 
encaged, in Wash~on, on matters re-lating to the World Jewiah CoDgl"eas 
an4 that these activities oaneed contusion in the mindo of mamy people as 
to what he actua1l7 repreaented. B1 s dea1re was not to evict Dr. 
Goldmmm•a act1v1t1os but, on the eontrary, to extend them and to use his 
great talents to tbe muimma. But these talents lhould be concentrated 
in one tield, namely, the Z 10111,et field. 

Dr. Gol&uzm felt that the renew of the aituation lee.dint; up to 
the establishment of \he Jewith Agency was not exaetl7 in accordanoe with 
the tactsi that as a matter of fact, the Eaca. tive had made repeated at­
tempts to establiah au.ch e.n office 1n ~he Unit d States some -time ago first 
by Mr. Ben Gurion and then by Dr. -Weizmann and that the establishment ot 
Reh an office was not involved in the difficulties of the Emergency Com­
mittee but rather with Jerusalem. Even if the reorganization of the Emer­
gency Commit tee had taken place e.t the_ time when Dr. Weizmann was desirous 
of putting it into effect, the office of the.Agency would still be estab-
1 i shed ju st as the .Agency had off ices in Peri s, GermBDY and other parts of 
the world: before the war. The political work he stated was the prerogative 
of the Jewieh .A.gency and 1 t could not delegate that au.thori ty to any other 
botV. However, he, like Dr. Silver, was of the opinion that the work must 
be co-ordinated and correlated. But while as a matter of principle, he 
(Dr. Goldmann) would be reluctant to pass judgment on the question as to 
the division of authority between the Executive and the Emergency Comnittee, 
he felt that there was no need, at this time, to draw such a line of dis­
tinction between the two, since it was generally agreed that the policy of 
the »n.ergency Comi~ittee end the Executive were in all respects identical. 
Therefore, he counselled, that the question of principle be held in abeyance 
and that a practical working arrangement be formulated for the purpose of 
close cooperation and coordination of activities. 

With regard to the World Jewish Congress, pr. Goldmann stated that 
he does not represent the World Jewish Oongresa in Washington; as a matter 
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-of fac~ that work ia be-ing handled by Jamea \Tise. Only on rare oocasions 
does he -appear together with Dr. Wise. Thia refers· especially to· \he ques-
tion of reac~ with which the Jewish .A.ge~y in Palestine is deo.ling permanently. 

Mr. Weisgal recalled the fact that whereas the Emergency Oommi ttee 
started out as an arm of the Jewish Agency, top.ay it is no lOJ1ger that arm bp­
cause of the decision that was taken a year ago to transform the Emerg ney 
Committee into a purely American body. He felt that there was no question of 
principle involved and that if Dr. SUTer were to renect on the situation he, 
too, would not counsel a clear definition as to the aa.thority of the Executive 
in the matter of politicsl activities,. and ·proceed on a working arrangement that 
would be sat i sfactory to all parties concerned. _ Like Dr. Silver, he fo.1 t that 
there mo.st be cooperation and centralization of authority and no one, nof even 
the members of the Executive, should question his authority in matters pertain­
ing to the Americm scene of action. 

In this connection, i\ was further recalled, that some time ago e.n 
agreement had been worked out between the Jewish Agency and the Emergency Com­
mi ttee and. that that agreement defin1 tely envisaged a situation similar to the 
one which Dr. Silver had rai1ed. 

Alter tu.rther di ■cu■■ion, it was finally agreed 

1) !hat all appointments in Washington. whether for the Jewieh Agency 
or for the Emergency Committee, should be made through one central aourco; 
that each ahould aep the other constantly informed of their respective activi­
ties. 

2) That no repre ntau.,-e of government in Waahi~on be contac\e4 b:, 
the Emergency Council or the Jewish Agency without one or the other being pre­
viously apprised of the specific activity undertaken. 

3) !hat in the tiel·d of public relations, legislative bodies, Congress, 
Senate, etc.. that it was entirely in the province of the Emergency Council to 
initiate and contact. 

-
4) That for political negotiations with offieials in the State Depart-

ment, ·it ebould be done jointly by the Emergency Council and the Agency, not 
nt\eeasarily alw~s together, but in consultation with each other. 

5) '?hat so far as other governments, legations, etc., including Latin 
American countries, that was entirely within the Jr ovince of the Je,ri sh Agency . 

6) It ~as also agreed that the officers of the Emergency Counci l and 
the representatives of the Jewish Agency meet informally every two weeks i n or­
der to plan activ i t ies in Washing ton. 

.. 

I 

I 
I 

\ 
\ 

\ 

, 

I 

I 
I 
\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
"i 

I 
I 

I 
I 



./ c-LA, OF SF><Vlc.E OE ir. ~o \. 

WE STERNu•, CHECK 
DOMESTIC CABLE 

$ TELEGRAM OR l!NAR( 

DAY URGENT 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION L[TT[R RATE 

DEFERRED UNI 0 N s SERIAL 

NIGH IJIGHT 
LETTER LffiER 

TIME ALEO Pa:.rons ahould chc k cl;..!;i,S of M>rvice 
F deoirw. othc,w,se lhc message will be 

NEWCOMB CARL TON J. C. WILLEVER t.r..in.;m1ttt.-d a& n le!ec:r.im or A . N. WILLIAMS 
FIRST VICE•PRESIOENT ordinary C'.J.bll'jUnm. F'RESIOENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARO 

. 
Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 

Leon Gellman~ President 
10-16-44 /9_ 

To'---______ __:_ ___________________ _ 

Care of or Apt. No. ,izrachi Org_§!.nization of America 

Street and No .. _--...:!:SLt~. ~v.uhlt1au.r..-Jlue::..S::1......,H~aL.Ltc1::e:...il _____________ -----

Pfuce Atlantic City. ~.J. 

--------------------

WANT A REPLY? 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION'• 
or similar phrases may be 
included without charge. 
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HOUR TO I,.JiRSHALL OUR . Jv:IMUI,1 bTRENGTH SU THAT TH AGE OLD HOPE OF OUR PEOfLE ,J!.Y 

:1 f _fol.ALLY Al'lD FULLY BE Rf..ALIZED Senaer s No.m·c__________ -- _ - ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Address-----·-- ·---------------- _ ___ Tel. No. 
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The war is ap roaching its end, and the Jewish problem in its post-war 

setting calls for immediate consideration. Of the six million European Jews outside 

the USSR and the British Isles, probably not more than one-and-a half million are 

alive to-day, and not all yet safe. The Jews in Soviet territory under German occupation 

have probably lost another million. Even in this war, no other people in proportion 

to their numbers have suffered such losses, accompanied by such horrors. 

2. Allied victories are bringing immediate security to the survivors. But the 

root of the tragedy is the inherent weakness of the position of the Jews as a homeless 

people. As long as th~t endures, Hitler 1s solution of the Jewish problem by 
' 

extermination will continue to haunt mankind, as a nightmare to some~ as a temptation 

to others. To offer to the surviving European Jews, deported and broken,~ return 

to the "status quo ante", propped up by philanthropic palliatives and paper guarantees, 

is morally unt3inkable. For the large mass, true rehabilitation can only be achieved 

by a fresh start in new surroundings ••• Moreover, the problem is notmerely one of 

finding homes for refugees; it is one of finding a country for a people . The solution 

must be constructive and permanent . It involves not only the fate of the remnants 

of European Jewry; the curse of homelessness must be lifted from the entire rade. 

3. "Some place must be found. 11 Tropical or sub-arctic regions, such as Guiana, 

Madagascar, or Alaska -- to mention some recent suggestions - can hardly be seriously 

considered. The colonisation attempt made in 3an Domingo has proved a fiasco. Even 

under the more favourable climatic and economic conditions of Argentina, Southern 

Russia, and Biro-Bidjan, experience has shown that where the national idea and 

tradition are inoperative, Jewish settlement cannot develop on a large scale for lack 

of driving power. An inspir~tion of high intensity is needed to transform a people 

of town-dwellers into agriculturists, middle-men into manual workers . 

4. The renaissance of the Jewish nation is bound up with Palestine . The 

choice made by destiny cannot be undone . Palestine is the Jewish people's 

birthplace, and it gave birth to no other. It owes its place in history to the Jews, 
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and to no other people . The Je.s as a people, and Palestine as a cowitry, ce~sed 

to be truly creative when the bond between them was severed. But the hope of renewing 

that bond· as 'ept the Jewish eople alive,- and meanti e, alestin.":) remained desolate. 

The Jews have never ceased to ray for their return to Palestine. The urge to go 

bac· has been continuous, and in every generation practical ef:orts were made to 

return. Zionism is a final and determined bid for acnievement . 

3. The British people have always been conscious of the unique connection of 

the Jews with Palestine . From that consciousness the Balfour Declaration was born . 

But vission and statesmanship have not been translated into administrative practice. 

Jewish errleavour has received scant encouragement. Official policy has been far 

more alive to tne difficulties of implementing the !andate than to its creative 

aim. Step by step the original conception h1:i.s been whittled down until a complete 

negation of the primary purpose of the Balfour Declaration and the I andate was 

reached in the •hite Paper of 1939. ~ But Jewish work h~s attained a stage of 

devebpment hich precludes Palestine fro~ becomingan Arab country. 

6. If the war had found two million Jews in Palestine instead of half-a-million, 

2. 

the task of the Allies in the ,iddle East would have been gredtly eased, and the position 

of the Jewish ~eople ~ould have been totally d fferent. But even the half-million 

proved their value, both to their people and to the Allies. Palestine htls received 

tens of thousands of Jewish refugees, and were it not for the paralysing effect 

of the hite Paper policy, the dimensions of rescue would h~ve been far greater . 

All resources of Palestinian Jewry, i:k in man-power, productive caoacity, and scientific 

knm ledge, were harnessed to the war effort. Palestinian Jewish wiits served with 

the British Forces in Palestine,- France, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Egypt, Greece, Crete, 

0 yria, Libya, and Italy. Civilian volunteers risked and laid down their lives in 

hazardous .ara-military operations under British command. Palestine provided a source 

of infor, .. ation, unique in the .iddle ast, on the industrial, technical and sc.:entific 



position in enemy countries. Jewish technicians and artisans mere mobilised to 

perform urgent war tasks in all the neighboring countries. This war effort would 

5. 

have been far more fruitful had it not been cramped and tnwarted by the present negative 

policy. 

7. The Jewish Agency appeals to H.M. Government to inaugurate a new era for 

Palestine and tne Jewish people by drawing the 1ogical conclusion from the ~alfour 

Declaration as originally conceived. At this junct:fl:ce they regard as imperative 

a dec ... sion designating Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth -- a country where the 

Jewish ?eople shall be free to work out its salvation by large-scale settlement and 

by the achievement of full n~tionhood. 

8. The Jewish Agency is fully aware of the difficulty with which this policy is 

fraught on account of Arab opposition. But if Arab consent is to be a pre-condition 

of any politic~l settlement, hope must be given up .of justice to the 'Jewish people. 

The Arabs demand that the Jews should be made a permanent minority in an Arab 

Palestinian State, which should become one in a cluster of Arab States. The Jews 

ask tnat a Jewish State be ests.blished with Palestine West of the J orda.n for its 

territory, and hope that this State, while maintaining friendly relations with all 

its neighbours,nay be organically connected with the rlritish Commonwealth of-Nations. 

The Arab programme would deny to the Jews a place c..rnong the n&tions, which they can 

only obtain through Palestine. The Jewish programme would have no such effect on 

the Arabs, who are already possessed of many States with enormous undeveloped 
would be like the Czechs in Greater Germany; but an Arab minority in a Jewish Pales-

p<Y'entialities. A Jewish minority in an Arab Palestinefvill notmerely have ~~ / tine 

every guarantee of equality of rifhts, religious freedom, autonomy in cu).tural and 

municipal affairs, anda full share in the benefits of development; the fact that 

Palestine is surrounded by Arab countries will add to their security . In view of 

what Breat Britain and her Allies have done, outside Palestine, since 1914, to oromote 



and rotect Arab nationhood and irrlependence, rab objections to the Jews being 

given full national status in their ancient homeland lack moral v· lidity. The 

movement towards rab unity is a1 additional reason why Jewish effort in Palestine 

should once and for all be estdblished on a firm territorial and olitical basis. 

9. Some who have come to recognise t .u.t t~e Jews ought to nave their State, 

4. 

t.ink that t~is could best be achieved by partitioning Pulestine between Jews and 

Arabs. The Jewish gency would view with deep apprehension an attem~t to revive the 

partition idea. In 1937, a major consideration was the impending war. Now the most 

must be made of the potentialities of Palestine for immediate large-scale immigration. 

Palestine is already a twice-partitioned country, as compared with what it was at 

the time of the Balfour Declaration. Its further dismemberment is liable to be fatal 

to the viability of the Jewish State. A proper land basis is vital to Jewish 

development. This entails the promotion of intensive farming throughout Palestine, 

and access for Jews to undeveloped areas scattered all over the country. 1,ith the 

sea in the ••est, the Jordan and the ower and fotash concessions in the Bast, the 

chief water-reseurces in tne ~orth, and tne main land-reserve in the 0outh, any 

partition scheme seems boW1i to disrupt the country's economic frame, and wreck the 

chances of latge-scale development. 

10. In facing rab opposition, the decisive element is time. Once Palestine has 

become a Jewish State, its existence would be accepted as an accomplished fact, just 

as the present Jewish population is acce~ted, though in the past there was strong 

op1iosition, accompanied by violence, to the increase of Jews even up to the present 

number. The prospect for the future is by no means one of perpetual strife and 

unsettled conditions, ~ut of an ultimate equilibrium and collaboration. It is 

both the desire and the interest of the Jews to live in pe~ce with their neighbours, 

and develop close intercourse with them. Even now, ~alestine can render iI:lportant 

services, industrial and scientific, to t~e neighbouring countries, which ~re 

takin-:; a keen interest in these results of Jevrish work. 
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11. The olitical progr amme here s et f orth required, first and fore. ost , the 

uickest ossible i ncrease of t he Jewish opulation. Two things are urgent: to 

create a Je· ish majority in Palestine in order t o ensure t he effect ive functi oning 

of t he Jewish State, arrl to rehabilita te t he survivors of t he Euro?ean tragedy . 

Most, if not all, of t hese people, certainly t he childr en among t hem, would anyhow 

5 • 

be a char ge on ublic fund s for a considerable time after t he cessati on of hostilities. 

Such funds would be much more profitabl y spent on their settlement in alestine. 

art f r om t he survivors in Euro e, t he main r oups of would-be i i r ants are 

(i) refugees scatter ed t , r oughout t e wor ld who have not been absorbed; (ii) J ews 

in those orient al count ries ,here -L1eir safet y and well-being are in permanent jeopardy; 

and (iii) Je 7s in Engl · sh-s eaking count ries, among whom a movement t o settle in 

Palestine is s r eading . 

1~ . For t e pro er organisation of this i 1mnigr c.1. tion, its control should b entrusted 

t o t he Jew' sh Agency. Large funds will be requir ed, and an int er nati onal loan may 

be necessar y . Deta iled pl ans of absor tion are being prepared by t he Jewish igency, 

co pr i sing recla a t ion "orks, irrigation schemes, and projects of intensive agri­

cultural and industrial development . The return of t he Jews t o ale stine has 

nra revolutionised thei r s ocial structure and t he count r y I s economics. Sixt y years 

of trial and error, experiement and achievement, is c1 f irm basis on wbi::h t o build 

t he edifice of the future. With moder technique and ade ~ua te power s, ,hat has been 

achieved s o f a r can be turned i nto a lever for further and greater progress . 

13 . The present is a unique op~ ortunity for righting a hi s t oric wrong , and 

solving a. urning international problem. ~li llions of Jews t hr oughout t he world 

are now pinning their age-long hope on Al l i ed victor • Its f ulf il 01ent will bring 

salv· t i on to t he J e ish people, an everlasting credit t o Gre~ t Britain and her 

Allies . 

London 
16 .10.44 



NATHANIEL L.GOLDSTEIN 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

PERSONAL AND 
UNOFFICIAL 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

ALBANY 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 17, 1944. 

I was sorry I did not get the opportunity to say 
goodbye to you last Thursday. 

I read the account of the proceedings in Atlantic 
City in the New York City newspapers with a great deal of in­
terest. We all feel that you handled the situation admirably 
and fairly with a good deal of tact. 

The largest and final campaign meeting of the year 
in behalf of Governor Dewey is being scheduled for Saturday 
evening, November 4th, at Madison Square Garden. It is ex­
pected that fully twenty-five or thirty thousand people will 
attend and that facilities for a national hookup will be avail­
able. Governor Dewey will be the principal speaker and I have 
been asked to approach you and see whether you would not consent 
to speak that evening in behalf of Governor Dewey's candidacy. 

I do not know what your inclination or desire is, but 
if you do intend to make a public statement in the campaign in 
behalf of Governor Dewey, that would be the most effective forum. 

From every indication, the vote in New York State will 
be close and we are all bending every effort to tip the scales 
in our favor. 

I trust that you have had~ few days rest in Atlantic 
City. 

With all my best. 

Si 

Attorney 



TtL Hon. Nat iel L. Gold.stein 
Attorney en ral, ..:>t te of e Yor~ 
80 C n re Str et 
!le York, N.Y • 

. y clear .!r. Goldstein: 

October 20, 1 4 

T n you so m ch for our ind 1 ter of Oet 17. I 
enJoyed oe you in Ne YorK gr atly~ nd ti th 
Gov rn.o s actory. His en P lestine 
er ted o you well an cclai ed 
e ha o ll the dele ho n · the 
se ns o t i nis Organizat f ic. 
I nc r olution hich an 1 
b the C evening. Governor De 
open- he clar rdin:1 t h 'o o t e 

host of :fri nds f r ng our 

s far as your r st to is 
course, thut e.s Exec tiv c· i of 
Council, I cannot ublicly sides in a olitic l crunpai 
endangerin tl e po ition of neutr lity hich our ove nt ust ma.intuin 
1th ref re .ce to the Al rican • oil ical scene. I took occasi n to point 

this out in my dre s .. th Conv_ntion in tlantie ... ty. 110ur cause," 
I st ted, h s o erful :f'riems in b t olitic 1 pa.-rtios. ,.e h va 
succe ded in et ting friendl he r n, fr · th j o parti s c se 
of the absolute non- artis ch our ·ov n. he Zi nist 
ovement or eric ... is co ... itted l ical t ton 

politic l c~d tes." Thi e t · t s l l applauded b the 
~ deleg tes. You can therefore re see e embarr ss ent t~ the 

ove ent if I ere at this t· et co e up ubllcly in favor of one 
candid te or another. y criticism of Dr. ,iee has, t ro . the ,tears, 
been just this - t t e has id ntificd the Zionist ov nt ith one 
politic-1 rty int United t te, and t t ur ~ov m,nt as suff red 
s a r sult. I h vet o zhout the yeur e..,de vored to destroy t ia 

impression which s ted, by -:ny ction in ,o to t 1e 
Republic Convention, rnor e and to other epublican le ·ers, 
h ve eon tr tad th t Zi nis is a rtisan ove ent w ·ch s 

r t .-..nd lo U tr ends pub s ong De ocr t. 

I shall be in Ne Yorx: 
t e pl sur of eing y u 

a.in in a fe 
a.in. •ith 

days Di I ho e to 
1 ood :she~. I re 

o t co i.a.ll • yours , 

ve 
in 



COPY 

77 Gre t ussell Street 
W.C .l 

18th October, 1944 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
c/o 1720 Sixteenth Street N.W., 
Washington, D.c. 

y dear Dr . Silver, 

I was ext remely gl ad to hear t hat you h ve all come t o a satisfacto 
arrLn ement rhich will l eave you abl e to continue our im.ortant work without let or 
hindrance. It has , of course, been very dif f icult for me to t r y and o anythin 
t all from t his distance towar 1s smoothing your p th - t he rever se i s so apt to 

happen such things, which is h I have abstained from anything approaching dr astic 
action. Nevertheless, I am sure yo r ealise t hat we wer e and ar e all most anxious 
t hat you should remain at your ost during t hese ver y difficult times. It is a 
great relief t hat you are doin so, and I hope that all will continue to go well. 

There is not much ne s here - except unconfirmed rumours amout artition. I am, 
however, satisfied that t here is as yet ho definite deci sion, and it is the r efore 
ith great joy t h~t I re&d yeste ay 1 s statement by t he President which is r eally 

the first ex licit commitment on t he art ofale ding statesman &ing t he war. I 
daresay some people here will not like it very much, bit I am cer t ain t hat it 

• -,ti,JJ. ' t he Pri me , inister 1 s hf:.nds. It is essential, however, th t gr eat 
vigilance e exerc , so thut we may not be confronted a t t he l as t moment 
with some or decision which it •is quite i mpossi bl e f or us to cons i der. 

Yes terd·y I transmi tted offici lly t o H.t . Gover .ent a state~ent on t he olicy 
t hich we would like t o see implemented after t his war: I send you a copy herewit h . 
I am sending you another copy officially, t hro h the Embassy , with a r equest t hat 
you should hand it over t o t he Secretary of St ate, or if you think referable, to 
t he President himself, i th wha t ever covering note you ma:t 11 think suit able. 

I intend going t o Pal esti ne Qt the end oft · s month or in t he first week of 
November, and hope before I l eave to s ee the Prime Minister. Of course the terrorist 
acts in Palestine ure the mos t terrible calamity t at could befall us; t hey are 
alre dy doing us incalculable harm, and will do worse if t hey continue. I h ve been 
trying my level best,directly and indirectly, to i m r es s upon t he Yishuv that t hey 
have to do everything in their power to stop it. She rtok and Golomb have just left 
here, ands ould by now be back in Pal estine; t hey are thoroughl y ac4uainted with 
t he situation here and realise the inevit ble conse uences should the terrorists ' 
activities continue. 1 hether t hey will succeed in checkin t . em I do not know; but 
at any rate we have t o enlist t he whole nat ion in t he attempt. 

I don 't know whether ou are kee i n in touch 
am also sending a copy of t he enclosed document. 
indeed, and I feel it should be m&de clear to him 
Minister can i mplement the state ent, t t at it 

i t h Mr. r1 or E!> enthau, t o whom I 
s you know, he is verJ helpful 

t hat t he President and t he Prime 
will r e uire an effort, and may 
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lead to some initial trouble. But t hen that is lmost inevitable, whatever course 
is taken. 

Please convey my war m reetin i S to Wise, Li sky and t e ot er s. 

Enclosure. 

I remain , sever 
~f_ectionatel yvurs, 

(Signed) Ch . \ eiz ann 

P .S. I should be so r at eful if you would have t he 
enclosed l etters sent on to the addres sees . Very 
many t . anks . 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL - -- . -.-:31'!"'"lv1ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From . 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of LocaJ. Emergency Committees Date October 19, 1944 

Harry l,. Shapiro 

The historic e~ents of the past week, which augur well for favorable defini­
tive action on the PaJ.estine question, constitute some of the most signifieant 
gains we haTe made since the .Alllerican Zionist Emergency Council• under the 
leadership of Dr. Stephens. Wise and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, began its 
program of intensive politicaJ. work on the American scene. 

On October 14, 1944, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Executi~c Committee Chairman of 
the .American Zionist Errergency Council, was authorized by Senator Robert A. 
Taft to make puoli~ the following letter which Senator Taft had received from 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson: 

11 My llear Senator: 

War Department 
Washington, D. C. October 10, 1944 

11 I refer to your letter of September 12 1 1944, regarding s.R. 
247, introduced by Senator Wagner and yourself on the subject of 
opening the doors of Palestine to the free entry of Jews into that 
country. 

11 .At the tilD:l your resolution was being considered by -the 
Foreign Relations Committee the endorsement of such a proposal. 
by the Congress had grave implications which would seriously have 
interfered with the progress of the war, In response to tour 
inquiry I have reviewed the considerations which applied at that 
time. I find that there is still strong feeling on the part of 
many officers in my department that the passage of such a resolu­
tion would interfere with our military effort. However, I do fe£1 
that the military considerations which led to my previous action 
in opposing the passage of this resolution are not as strong a 
factor now as they were then. 

"In my judgment, political considerations now outueigh the 
military, and the issue should be determined upo~ the political 
rather than the military basis, 11 

(Signed) Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary of War 

On October 12, 1944, Governor Thomas E, Dewey made the following statement: 

11 I heartily indorse the Palestine plank in the Republican 
party platform. Again I repeat what I previously stated to the 



great leader of the .American Zionist movement and distinguished .American, 
Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer, that I am for the reconstitution of Palestine 
as a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth in accordance with the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the resolution of the Republican Congress 
in 1922. I have also stated to Dr. Silver that in order to give refuge 
to millions of di stressed Jews driven from their homes by tyranny I 
favor the opening of Palestine to their unlimited immigration and land 
ownership. 

"The American people have time and again declared themsel7es in 
favor of these principles. The Republican party has at all times been 
the traditional friend of the mozement. 

11 As President I would use my best offiaes to have our governmt::lnt 
working together with Great Britain to achieve this great objective for 
a people that have suffered so much and deserve so much at the hands of 
mankind. 11 

( Signed) Thomas E. Dewey 

And on October 15, 1944, the following declaration by President Franklin Delruio 
Roosevelt was transmitted to the Oonvention of the Zionist Organization of .America, 
through Senator Robert F. Wagner: 

"Knowing that you are to attend the Forty-Seventh .Annual ConTention 
of the Zionist Organization of .America, I ask you to convey to the dele­
gates assembled my cordial greetings. 

"Please express my satisfaction thnt, in accord with the tradi tionnl 
.An.erican policy and in keC::Jping with the spirit of the Four Freedoms) the 
Democratic Party at its July Convention this year included the following 
plank in its platform: 

1We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted 
JC::Jwish immigration and colonization, and such a 
policy as to re~ilt in the establishment there of 
a free and democratic Jf:n,i sh commonvwal th. 1 

11 Efforts will btl made to find appropriate ways and means of effectu­
ating this policy as soon as practicable. I know how long und ardently 
the Jewish people have worked and prayed for the establishment of Pales­
tine as a free and democratic Jewish commonweal th. I am convinced that 
the American people give their support to this aim and if re-elected I 
shall help to bring about its reruization. 11 

(Signed) Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Thus, within a matter of days, we obtained pronouncements which all of us had been 
working to secure for many months. The declaration by the President represents the 
high-water mark of our activity to date. SPeaking in the name of the Council, 
Dr. Silver hailed this utterance as a "magnificent and historic statement, 11 We 
have also received definite assurances that action on the Palestine resolutions 
will be resumed next month, just as soon as Congress re.convenes - and there is 
every reason to expect that the resolutions will be passed overwhelmingly. 
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While I do not doubt that you are already making plans to do so, I would suggest 
that the heartening developments noted above should serve to determine the characte:r 
of the Balfour Day meetings which some of you are planning for November 2nd. 

The keynote of your rally should be: Let us have action now leading to th;~~Q::. 
mentation of these magnificent pledges. Our expressions of elation that the Chief 
Executive of the United States as well as the Republican candidate have spoken in 
such unmistakable terms should be joined by our urging that these utterances shall 
be effectuated speedily. 

It is very important, too, that letters of commendation go forward immediately to 
the authors of these statements. I feel confident that this will be carried out 
in the same effective manner that has characterized your previous efforts along 
these lines. 

It should be noted that these great strides forward towards the realizatiun of our 
final objective have been achieved as the result of a ca.rofully planned and 
vigorously prosecuted program of political activity and public relations which 
the Council launched only a short time ago, A large measure of credit for these 
accomplishments must go to you for the truly outstanding work you ha~e done in the 
local communities. In the past, you have carried out all instructions and all 
assignments with great skill ond devotion, I hc'l.ve no doubt that you will centime 
to sen-e our cause with undiminished vigor during the coming months, and that we 
~hall soon see the complete fulfillinent of our aims. 

HLS:MBP 



Ur. Harry Shapiro . 
American Zionist Emergency Cowicil 
542 Ma.diam Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

lly dear Mr. Shapiro, 

October 20, 1944 

1) I assume th·t our volume, • eriC4 and 
Palestine,• is being .sent to the members of Congre .. s. 
It should be sent to their homes, it poselble with the 
inscription which I suggested. Thia volume should 
reach them some time before th y return to Congress 
on lovember 14. 

2) I hope th t you are aggressively following 
through a campaign to get an ex ression from the candidatea 
on their position with ref· ence to the Jewish Commonwealth. 
Our community contacts people should be galvanized into 
action as they have not yet been. 

5) Especially those difficult ~embers ot the Foreign 
Affairs Committee like Uundt, Vorhees, Bolton, Eaton, 
iadsworth, etc. should now be .roperly approached by people 
who can impress them. I have already arranged to have a 
committee see Mrs. Bolton. 

4) You were to let me know about the final 
disposition of the Zomdek case. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Most cordially yours, 

AHS:BIC 
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AMmRIOAN JEWISH CONFERIDNOE 

D!llmST OF t!INUT.ES OF MEETING OF TEE INTERIM COW.«TS 

Tuesday, October 24, 1944 - Biltmore Hotel, New York City 

The meeting opened at 10~50 AoMo with Dr. Israel Goldstein presiding. 
liir., Henry Monsky later took the Ohairo 

Tl:osa :present were1 Dr., Stephen S<> Wise, Rabbi Abba A.bl'aos (o.lternate fo:ir 
Dra B.o'bert Gordie), Maurice :Sisgyer, Max Bressler (alternate for Dr~ H,J oEttlinger) t 
Samu.el Caplan, Rabbi William Drazin, Rabbi Mauz·ice N. Eisendrath, Mrso Moses p,, 
Epstein, Jane Evans, Mrso Ida Cook Farber (alternate for Mrs& Maurice Turner), 
Rabbi Simon Federbusch, J e- George Fred.man, Daniel Frisch, William Gerber (alternate 
fo:-.:- Julius Livingston)t Frank Goldman, Mrs .• Lo Golub (alternate for Hrs. Samuel 
Gcldstein) 11 Urso Hugo Hartmann, Dro James G<> Reller, Charles P, Xramer 9 

Sidney G., Kusworm~ Louis Lipsky, Mrs., Albert J O Bey (alternate for Mrs. Joseph M. 
Welt) 9 Mrs. David de Sola 1ool, Herman z. Quittroan (alternate for Harry Ao Pine), 
Dvor,?h Rothbard.~ Judge M0 rris Rothenberg, Samu.el Rothstein, Herman Shulman, 
Mrsn Herman Shulman (alternate for Mrs. S8muel W. Halprin), Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Justice Meier Steinb:rink, Hermann Stern, Dro Joseph Tenenbaum, !i!r9o A.Ha ViXIDDn 
(alternate part time for MrsQ Stephen So Wise), ~.1eyer W. Weisgal, William Weiss 
(alternate for Dro S~~uel Nirenstein), David Wertheim, Rabbi David Wice (alternate 
for Benjamin Samuels), and :saruch 0lckerroan. 

Staffs loL, Kenen, Meir Grossman, Dr. A.S. Xohanski and Mrs. Ann Jarc-ho. 

Guest a :Serna.rd Postal 

I • MINUTES OF ~,rn:ET !NG OF SEPT• 12 t 1944 - Approved. 

II o .R]!pQRa! OF Tllm ADMINISTRATIVE COUH:tTTEE - On behalf of the Administrative 
Comnittee, w~Q Lip~ky, Chairman, reported as follows: 

Ao Second Session 

lo Attendance - A second notice was sent to all delegates and of the 379 
elected delegates 9 292 bave stated that they will atteno.: 21 he.ve stated thet 
they would not i and six are in doubt. Of the organization delegates, 64 have 
already been desi~atedo 

2o ~egotiations with Organizations - Negotiations have beeh opened with 
a number of organi~a.tions not now in the Conference. 

ac Union of Orthodox Rabbis - The Administrative Comnittee recomr.1ends 
that this organization be granted three seats. 

MOTION& It was moved that the recommendation be approvedo C.ABRIEDo 



• I 

b. ~s Israel of__ Amei·i~ - The Administrative Oonmittee reconmends 
that this organization be granted two seats, with the understanding that if this 
were unacceptable, the matter m.ay be reviewed again. 

MOTION: Dr. Wise moved that the Agua.as Israel of .America be granted two seats, 
with the proviso that if necess_ary, the number be revised upward to threec C.ABRIED. 

Co New Zionist Organization (Revisionist)- The Administrative Committee 
recommends that this organization be granted two seats. 

MOTION: It was moved and seconded that the recommendation be accepted, with the 
understanding that the organization would be identified as 11 revisionistll in 
brackets after its name. CARRIED. 

d. National Association of Jewish Center Workers - ',The Administrative 
Comnittee Yepo~tea favorably on the application of the National Association of 
Jewish Center Workers, the organization to be granted one seat at the Conference. 

MOTlON: Hrs. Vixman moved that the report of the .Administrative Oom:nittee be 
adopted and that the lnterim Commit tee recommend to the second session acceptance 
of the application of this organi mt ion,. 

e. Jewish Labor Comnittee - The Administrative Oonnnittee has appointed 
e. committee to confer with the Jewish Labor Committee on its future relationship 

J¼ ")~it~ th;.~t~~~7- ~cl'~-~ ~~•3{1t\ OJ1Yp\t j"'j_j 1~
1 lt(i ~i~J) ~")) 

~'( \ f • .Ame;-ican Jewish Connnittee - A sue-committee of the .Administrative 

th.{( Committee was named by the Chair to consider the future relationship of the 
~ American Jewish Committee and the .American Jewish Conference!> The committee 

~~\,.\Mconsisted of Rabbi 1,!iller, Chairman, Mrso Epstein, and Mr. Kramer. With Mr. Bramer 
r: i.,\l,) ~~ dissenting, the sub,..committee, at the last meeting of the Administrative Comnittee, 
\..e> · recommended that a formal invitation be sent to the .American Jewish Committee to 

re-enter the Conference (f inasmuch as the areas of disagreement are narrowing and 
the areas of agreement ~e much greater than beforeo" The Administrat.ive Committee 
accepted the report of the sub-committee; with L,b:'o Iramer and i.:ro Fredman voting 
in the negative, and recommends to the Interim Oommittee that a formal letter of 
invitation to rejoin the Conference be sent to the .American Jewish Committee. 

Mr. Lipsey stated that he was not present et the Administrative 
Committee meeting and expresses dissent from the report. 

Mr. Kramer stated that he was not opposed to the .American Jewish 
Comnittee coming back into the Conference, . but that his minority report in effect 
stated that "before we issue en invitation, a committee of the Conference confer 
with a committee of the .American Jewish Committee to determine whether or not a 
comnon ground could be reached in advance of the invitation, so that if there 
was a rejection, we would not have publicity on either side.11 

it!OTION: Following discussion, it was moved by Rabbi Eisendrath that the matter 
be tabled. CA.BRIED 28 to 3 by a show of hands. 
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Mr. Monsky: 11!.!r. Chairman, I think it entirely pr0per for the Ohair to state that 
the motion to table does not change the position of the Conference as stated in 
our original statement, that the door (for the re-entry of the .American Jewish 
Oomnittee) is open as in the past.« 

The author of the motion to table, Rabbi Eisendrath concurred.a "That is what I 
bad in mind• II 

The Ohair: 11 lt will be recorded as pert of the record on behalf of the Chairman 
and Oo-Chairmen.•t 

3. Group "'Registration: - Pursuant to the resolution adopted by the Interim 
Oomnittee on June 29th, the Administrative Oonrnittee has notified all delegates 
of their right to change their group affiliation, if such changes are registered 
before N0 vember 10th. Up until this time, two delegates have changed their affi­
liations while three have withdrawn from existing groups but have not yet 
registered with others. 

4. Rules - fhe following proposals for the revision of rules were subw 
mitted: 

a. Personnel of Comnittees - All comnittees in existence at the first 
session shall continue in the second session unchanged, except that the Genere.l 
Comnittee shall be authorized to make appointments required to fill vacancies 
and to make such changes as are necessary to reflect the praportional strength 
of the groUJ?ings um er the new rule. 

It was explained that under the present rules, the groupings had 
a right to make substitutions. 

MOTION: It was moved to accept the recomnenda.tion. CARRIED. 

b. Disµosition of Resolutions - In advance of the opening of the Oon• 
ference, the Administrative Comnittee will receive and consider all recommende4 
resolutions of the Commissions on Rescue, Post-War and Palestine, and such addi,,. 
tional resolutions as may be forwarded by any group of at least ten delegates. 

On or after December l, the General Committee will become the 
9€ency for the filing of resolutions and their distribution to the apprepriate 
standing comnittees - last year we had a Secretariat, in this case we are making 
the General Committee the repository and distributor - it being understood, 
however, that either the Administrative Committee or the General Comnittee Illa¥ 
withhold their approval of any resolution submitted by any group of delegates 
if such resolution goes beyond the purpose of the call for the Conference or is 
not germane to the interests of the Conference; but the refusal of the Admini­
strative Committee and General Oomnittee to report any resolution shall not 
prejudice the right of any group of delegates to submit such a resolution direct 
to the standing committees of the Conference. 
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Any ten members in any committee may bring up a minority report 
for consideration in the plen'W:1 of the Conference, and any fifty members 0 not 
members of a committee, may bring up out of committee a resolution defeated there 
and have it placed before the plenum of the Conference. 

Following discussi~n of these rules, the following agreement was 
reached upon the procedure in the disposition of resolutions, as formulated by 
Chairman Uonsk;y': 

Ii.Resolutions, when they are introduced, will go to the General 
Committee; the G~eral Committee will then, as a purely administrative matter, 
send them to the proper committees, except if the General CoI!ll:littee should find 
a resolution irrelevant; then the General Committee will bring it to the plenum 
for discussion or report its decision to the plenum. ~hat is different from the 
rule that they will have to have a minority of ten to bring it to the plenumo 
The General Committee will report its findings the.t this resolution is irrelevant 
and the Chairman of the General Committee will move adoption of the report of the 
General Committee, It (the question) will be on the motion of the General Oom­
mittee;s ~balrman. From there on, parliamentary practice will take care of us.1• 

M0~1,0N& Following the ChairCs summation, the motion was ma.de to GP,P~ve this 
procedureo OAllRIEID. 

Mr~ ~ipsky: "It is understood, in addition to this, that Ofi matters of resolution 
that are bei~g sent by the General Committee to sub-committees, that the regular 
procedure of minority reports prevail.so" 

Chairman Monsky8 ilStill prevails; and IAt'te~ the Conference comnittees have come 
to their conclusions, send back their resolutions to the General Committee again." 

Co Form of Resolutions - In the transmission of resolutions to the 
appropriate committees and co1mnissions, the Administrative Comnittee shall have 

. the authority to recommeild procedures in form and struct'lll.t!D.;; No action was 
requiredo 

do. ~eals - All appeals on matters of procedure from the decision 
of any acting chairman shall be determined by the delegates as a whole. Their 
decision shall be regarded as final and conclusiveo 

Chairman Uonsky suggested, in lieu of this 9 a recom:nendation that 
the rule that now provides for appeal to the praesidium shall be repealed and 
that Roberts Rules of Order shall applyo This was accepted. 

5o Program for the Session - The .Administrative Oomnittee voted to invite 
Professor Selig Brodetsky, Ohair-.m.-'ln of the :British Board of Jewish Deputies, to 
deliver an address on the general Jewish situation at the opening session of the 
Conference. With the approval of the three Co ... Che,irmeu, the invitation has 
already been extended. 



6. Conference Ar~angements - It has been decided to issue the Oonference 
.Record daily du.:ri11e; ·ch,~ ses~ion, as at the first session. 

It ha,s also been decided that all sessions will be held in the 
William Penn Ratel and. that none will be outside. 

7o Report8.., It is intended to publish a small 96-,page volume to embrace 
the reports of the three Commissions, regarding their activities a.nd interests 
during the past yea'.~ti Thia will be a survey of past action and will not contajn 
recorrnnandat ions for the futureo These recommendations will be S"J.'bmitted oralJy 
at the ~ession by each of the Oomn:i.ssions. ~he report of the Interim Oommittee9 

which will aJ.so be confined to pa.st action, will serve as a preface to the reporte 
of the Commissionst) 

The .Administrative Committee requested authorization of the Interim 
Oorrnnittee to prepare this reporto There was no objection a.nd it was so ordered.a 

80 ~elegates' Meetin~s - :tnterest in t .he forthcoming session is reflected 
not only by the intent:to.i of so large a number of the original delegates to attend, 
but also by the organiza'i;ion of community meetings, at which delegates will meet 
with their constitueu~ss Such mee·cings are planned in Philadelphia on N0vember 5th. 
in Los Angeles on N0vember 19th9 and in Detroit on November 21st. 

:So Relationship of the World Jewish Congress ... Following the last meeting of the 
Interim Committee~ a Working Oollli.1ittee and a Joint Planning Comnittee have been 
set up to implement the ai7-eement for collaboration with the World Jewish Congress. 
The representatives of the Oonference on the Working Committee are Mro Grossman 
and Mr,, Xeneno The representatives of the Conference on the Joint Planning Com-­
mittee are Miss Evans) Mr o Greenberg, Hr. Shulman 9 Rabbi Trachtenberg, Rabbi 
Eisendrath, a.nd Dro Xoha.nski. 

In connection with the forthcoming Emergency Conference of the 
World Jewish Congress, it is recommended that the Conference members of the Joint 
Planning Oonmittee att as a nucleus of the Conference delegation observers5 It 
was agreed that we have observers a.t that Conf erenceo 

Co 1~iatttes of Interim Committee 1teeting of 8/1/44 - The mim1tes of the Interim 
Comnittee of Aug,1et 1st were referred by the Interim Oomnittee to the Admi:nistl•a.,. 
tive Committee for editing and were revised and issued in accordance with the 
decision of the Interim Committee. 

Do Letter to the .American Federation of Polisp Jews - The attention of the Admini­
strative Committee was called to the fact that the American l:!1ederation of Polieh 
,Tews had sent a memorandum to UN.BRA. with a number of proposa..1s beat'i:.ig upon 
7-lObler.:is within the scope of the Conferenceo The Administrative Oomnittee :\.IE-> 
formed them that such independentp separatist activity by organizations affiliated 
with the .American Jewish Conference was to be deprecatedo A copy of this letter 
was sent to the Jewish La-i:lor Oomnit tee, in view of that organization 1 s S'i.1bmission 
of a meIIX>randum to Secretary of State on Pos·~,-,war matterao The letter was pu~ 
lished in the :Bulletin, which goes to all delegates and organizations in the 
Conference. 
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E. Action on _lmnigra+:!on to Pales_tine - Follov,ing the last Interim Comnittee 
meeting, an efl'ort wus made to secure a meeting with the British .Ambassador to 
submit a protest against the policy of the Palestine Administration, which has 
denied immigration certificates to Jews in liberated areas on the pretext that 
these must be reserved for those still in .Axis-occupied Europe. At the request 
of Lord Halifax, who wa3 unable to see a dele~ation, the protest was submitted 
on September at:-✓.>Jl, 1n a 5norand'om9 which also took occasion to protest recent 
declarations by British off:lcic:.ls seeking to disoourage Jewish imnigration into 
~alestine, and which asked that the Jews who had been deported to Mauritius more 
than three years ago be liberated and retu.rnod to Palestine. We have reason to 
believe that the protest against existing imLligration policies will meet with a 
measure of success. 

Copies of this memrandum were sent to the State Department and to 
the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees in London. 

In accordance with the decision of the Interim Committee, letters 
were sent on Septembe1· 13th to the Ooni-Tessional s1'onsors of resolutio;q.s calling 
for the establishroont of emergency shelte1·s in Palestine, expressing op-position 
to these resolutions. 

Fr Action on Restoration of' ~~5,bts to Jews - The statement approved at the last 
meeting of the Interim Comnittee, CIJ.lling for restoration of rights to Jews was 
submitted to Secretary of State Cordell Hull on Se:9terober 14th, 1944. 

Go tn1Rn.4 - A deleeation representing the .American Jewish Conference was active at 
the sessions of tml.i:iA und a report will be submitted to you by the Post-War 
Commie a ion. 

Ille HIDPORT OF P.AUl&T!NE CO:t:.iISSION - On behalf of the Palestine Oomrnission, 
Dr. Silver, Chairman, submitted the following resolutions and moved their 
adoption: 

l. II The Interim Committee of the American Jewish Conference hails the 
historic declaration of President Roosevelt favoring the reconotitution of Pales­
tine as a free and deI!'.lf.;cratic Jewish Commonwealth and pledging his efforts to 
achieve its realization. 

11 The President 1 s statement attests the widespread sympathy and support 
of the .American peo~le for Jewish aspirations in ?alestine, as voiced in behalf 
of Ameriec.'1n JeY•ry by the .American Jewish Conference on September 1st, 1943. 

RWith this declaration we look forward confidently to the con:g;,lete 
realizat io~ of the age-old aims of the J 6wish people in Palestine 0 11 

2. RThe Interim Oomnittee of the .American Jewish Conference recordS: its 
appreciation of the statement by Governor irhomas E. Dewey favorine; the recon­
stitution of Palestine as a free and de1:10cratic Jewish Commonwealth. 
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11 v7ith this statement, Governor Dewey joins the distirlt:,"Uiohed group of 
.American statesmen who have given their wholehearted support to the fulfillment 
of the promise made to the Jewish peOple by fifty-two nations of the world follow-­
ing the last conflict •11 

CARRIED. 

IV, BE?O.RT OF P09i-WAR COMMISSION - On behalf of the Post-War Com:nission, Rabbi 
Eisendrath, Co-Chairman, reported as followsa 

11 The American Jewish Conference through its Post ... War Ooimnission was repre­
sented at the UNBRA Conference in ?.!ontreal. t!iss Evans and Dr. Kohanski were 
our representatives there, and I believe did a very good job for the .American 
Jewish Conference. They cooperated very closely with the World Jewish Congress 
in presenting the memo which had been drawn up by the World Jewish Congress in 
consultation with the .llmerican Jewish Conference. I am not going to go into 
that report, nor will I go into the report which I have relative to a conference 
which the Poat-War Com:nission had with a number of representatives of peace groups, 
peace planning groups with a view to furthering our statements, our declarations, 
relative to International Bill of Rights, end punishment of war criminal~ which 
was an encouraging and interesting conference, which we had last week. 

11 The American Jewish Conference conte!I!_plated and hoped that in the presenta,.. 
tion of our position and our resolutions relative to Palestine and to Post-War 
Reconstruction that there should be as united and solidified a represent ation as 
possible, either to one single peace conference as might earlier have been en­
visaged, or to whatever conferences are held dealing with these questions, and 
that we might ha\•e Jewish representation on the various agen cl.es and com:nissions 
of intergovernmental committees and of the comnittees and coimnissions in the 
United Bahions, but no instrumentality has been envisaged, it seemed to our Post­
i',ar Oommis sion, with regard to bringing this about v and while the .timerican Jewish 
Conference might well speak in the name of the majority of the Jews of the United 
States, we might none-the-less be confronted by a multiplicity of representatives 
from other groups, in other countries - other Jewish communities. 

"It seemed to the Post-War Commistion that it might well be within the 
province, in fact it would be the responsibility of the .American Jewish Conference 
to take the initiative in seeking to unify the presentations to such peace com~ 
missions or to the agencies of the United Nations, also to seek likewise to u..~ify 
the Jewish representation. ije would like the authority of the Interim Committee 

· to proceed with initial steps in the direction of the establishment of some form 
of council of Jewish delegations, with a view to implementing what is in the mind 
of the American Jewish Conference. We recognize that there e.re agencies in the 
field that must be consulted, conferred with, whose co0peration should be secured. 
We feel that the .American Jewish Conference should take- the initiative in this 
direction. i'ie make thc::.t as a recommendat ion.11 

During the discussion of the report, Rabbi Heller stated that he had received. 
the impression from the report that it was also intended to try to unify represen­
tation from the United States. Rabbi Eisendrath stated that he did not mean to 
gi"!ie that impression. Whereupon Rabbi Heller stateda 



"I think that ~ersonally the .American Jewish Conference can take only 
one stand on that, that it will represent the .Americo,n Jewish Comnunity, and a~ 
one else who tries to do it will be ruled out to the extent that we can rule them 
out of the discussions$ Both of those considerations,it seems to me, are valid; 
I think therefore we ougl'lt to wait for a whileo11 

Chairman Monsk;y3 11 Unless we hear objection to the contrary, Rabbi Hellerts statement 
with respect to o~ position concerning our reprecentine; the .American Jewish Com­
munity in all representations will be acceptable to our CoIIII!l:1.ttee, will it not? 

Rabbi Eisendrathi11Defini tely so; though that was not in the recomnendation." 

-
The Ohair etated that the other recomnendation is a matter that should be 

left :tam' the second session of the Conference and Rabbi Eisendrath stated that the 
Commission intended to make such a recomnendation. 

Hiss Evans suggested that the matter sho1.1ld go to the Administrative Com­
mittee, not for fin&l decision, but for further discu.ssion of the points involved, 
and brought back by the .Administrative Committee and the Post-War Commission at 
the next meeting of the Interim Committeeo ~here was no objection and it was so 
orderedu 

(Whereupon the meeting adjourned at 4125 P.U. until lfovember 27th, 19440) 

_ .. ___ .. _ ....... _ 

These minutes are confined to a record of action taken and reports submitted 
and only such statements as are essential for a clarification of the record. 
Abstractive discussion is excluded by decision of the Interim Comnittee on September 
12th, l944Q 

ll/14/44 
fsk 
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Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi: 

SIDNEY N . WEITZ J 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW / /J/4 · ,JJ C /u 011 (J .><:::i. :; j /}".'\, 

LEADER-NEWS 6UILDING ' [/ - r'V\.)"'V r ·/')(.lvf,J 

CLEVEL.AND VJk ·{))/ . i}l¼1 ,27 r/, ~I'' /J ,j 
14 / ----,, '>fl" 1/? I,_, 

October 25, 1944. I~, JJ,f 'lJJ {yle:ii 
Wro k '1 Ji ,)31VfV 0~1 r AYJ Cmr~ 

-7)~ 0 
Ansel Road, 

I was not present at the dinner given for Judge Proskauer and therefore 
do not know what he said on that occasion. Hov1ever, I did attend the 
luncheon which ,va:: held on the same day, when Judge Proskauer spoke for 
a few minutes. In substance he stated 

(1) That at the meeting of the Amer ican Jevn.sh Conference after he had 
completed his plea for unity, you delivered a marvelous oration but a 
terrible diatribe in which you literally took him apart and that it was 
as a result of your speech that the American Jewish Committee concluded 
to withdraw from the Conference; 

(2) That many Zionists approached him after the session and congratulated 
him for the speech he made but expressed regret that they Here unable to 
vote as they felt; 

(3) That anong those who were in agreement with hir.i were Rabbis James 
Heller and Solomon Goldman; 

(4) That had not political Zionism been injected into the Conference all 
other branches of the program would have been adopted and dissension would 
not have taken place; and 

(5) That three men, Messrs. Lipsky, Margoshes and Nahum Goldman, were the 
principal figures responsible for the insistence upon a Palestine plank. 

This is a summary of the relevant matters which he discussed. His whole 
talk did not take more than fifteen minutes, part of which was devoted to 
innocuous natter. He made no direct reference to the American Jewish 
Conference or about your role except with regard to your answer to his 
speech, nor did he quote you. With reference to Zionists, he stated that 
they were now quarreling among themselves and that this augured well for 
the ultimate defeat of their program. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am 



The Hcmcrable Henry Jlorgenthau, Jr. 
Secretary ot the T~ 
Wuhington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Morgetbaua 

October 26, 19" 

Pollowing up our cODYeraation of ye11terda7, I aa 
enclosing herewith a clipping tree Tbe Cleveland Preu which 
appeared ten days ago. Thia correctl)r repreaente ay poeition. 
ITerVt,h1ng el.ff that you baq heard ia aiachieTows goeaip. I 
was iurpriaed whea you t.ol4 u h<Mr widespread waa the 1apresaion 
1n Ada1Di.atrat1cc cirolu that I vu aot.1~ caapaiping tor 
Goftmor Deny all4 apiut the Pna14•1r en-,. or lline 
aut haft bNn dellberatel.¥ spreadlni tb.1a l'alsehood 1n order to 
aa1ce my work aore dittiow.t. 

I caaa to 7w becaue ot ay high admira:tian tor you 
and becauN I regard you, aa I have ao treqwmtly stated 1n pQblic, 
u the ti.Dest 1n 1n l'Mh1R&ton. I wanted you to know the tacta, and 
perha.pa thro\1gh you, help to carrect the talae illpreesicc which bu 
b&ea spread. 

117 poaition in th1a caapaigD 1• a Te,;r/ ailapl• .. , and I 
haft stated it publicly tille and again, u reoentq u last week at 
the conftntlan ot the Zionist. Organiaation of Merica in Atlantic City. 
As Execut1Te Chainaa ot the American Zioniat Bmerganay Council, I caDDot 
publlcq take aidea in a poll.tica.l caa;,aign. with<Nt ead•ng 1ng the 
pc,a1t1on ot neutrality ch our IIOTament IIWlt aaintain with ref'erenoe 
to the American poll tical scene. Our cause bu powerl'ul trienda 1n 
both political ~rties. We ha.Te succeeded in getting a triendq 
bearing trm both parties because or the absolute nOD-partiaan 
character ot our IICW'eunt. I have publlcl.,praiaed the aupport wbiah 
both partiu gaft our coqnaaianal resollationa. I bailed both 
parties tor the plants which they introduced in their platfOl'IIS. 
I praiaed GOV'ernor Dewey tor tut atatuent which he 1•aued on the 
1ewiah C01111onwealth, and I released to the preu a aoet wara 
menage or thanks which I tel• aphed to the President on the 
occu1an ot his historic pronounceaent cm October 15th. I obtained 
the statement ot GOYernor Dewey on October 12th. Dr. Wise and I 
wrote to the President on Septaaber 26th asking for an interview. 



' 
Mr./ !.:o;genthau -2- October 26, 1944 

The interview was granted on October 11th, and to Dr. t'Use alone -
a blunder or worse, I believe, on the part of someone. 

I have been scrupulously impartial. I have not in any 
way identified myself with the campaign activities of the Republican 
Party. The leaders of the Republic n Party undars •.and my osi tion 
fully, and I am wondering wey the leaders of the Democratic Party 
fail to understand it. The Americun Zionist Emergency Counoll fully 
approves of trds non-paYtisan line which I have pursued right through 
the year, ever since I took over the chairmanship, and is severely 
critical of the action of Zionist leaders who seek to give the 
impressJ.on that the Zionist l4ovement is somehow identified :.7ith 
one political party in the United States or another. 

You and I may dif.fer as to whether such an attitude ot 
neutrality ofi the part of a movement which embrace• both Republicans 
and Democra\s is justified in the .. resent political campaign, but 
surely you will agree with me tr..at if one feels morally obligated 
to take a .. osi tion of neutruli ty, his action should not be misinter­
preted as being violently p~tisan. Four years ago, when l was not 
the responsible head of the political activities of the Zionist 
Wovetiant ot America, I felt free to endoree the candidacy ot Mr. 
Willkie, just as eight years ago, and again twelve years ago I 
endorsAd and advooated tha election and re-election of President 
Roosevelt. Toduy I feel under the moral restraint not to exr>loit 
the responsible poeition which I occupy to take aides publicly in 
an election campaign. Perhaps after the strain and tension or 
these election days are over the soundness an:i wisdom or this 
position will be vindicated. 

In any case, please be assured or my highest esteem for you, 
and when-you have an opportunity, _tell those people uho bring you 
the choice morsels of gossip such as "Dr. Silver wants to be the 
leader or the Republican Jews or America" that they are talking 
"shtuss" and "rrant nonsense. 

HS:DK 
Enc. 

W1 th all good ishes, I remain 

Most cordially yours, 
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, t ' { &~ troducing Senator Tart, Dr. Silver stated: 

\.J., I ~ 

It is with great pleasure that I am a.bout to .resent to you 
our guest and speaker of the evening, Senator Robert A. Taft. 
I recall with pleasure my many caitacts with him during the pa.st year 
in Washington. When we planned to introduce our Palestine Resolution 
lll Congress, friends advised me to see Senator Taft. I discussed 
with him at considerable len th the entire subject, and he was 
greatly interested. He asked for time to consider t he subject acre 
fully and for literature to read up on it. Senator Taft is a man iho 
arrives at his conclusions with great deliberateness. He makes no 
4uick commitments. When he had familiarized himself with the ihole 
problem and had arrived at the conclusion that the reconstitution 
of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish CoIJmonwealth was Just 
and sound and necessary, he informed me that he would be pleased to 
sponsor the resolution in the Senate together with Senator Robert F. 
Wagnerp of New York. 

Ever since that time, Senator Taft has !:>een an active proponent 
and advocate of the cause. As Chair.man of the Resolutions Committee 
at the Republican National Convention in Chicago, he more t han anyone 
else was responsible for t he inclusion of the _vro-Palestine plank in 
the platform. 

!Jore recently he urged upon our War Department, ·hich last 
Spring re uested postponement of action t e Palestine Resolution 
in Congress because of military consideration, to withdraw its objections 
since the military situation had completely changed during t he year and 
t.'1e war had moved far away from Palestine and the Near East. It was to 
Senator Taft that Secretary of uar Stimson addressed his communication 
recently in which the War Department thdrew its objections, stating 
that •political considerations now out eigh the military and the issue 
should be determined upon the political rather than the milit~ry basis." 

It has been a great source of pleusure to me to have come to know 
Senator Taft, distinguished son of a distinJuished father, t he President 
of the United States, William Howard Taft who was also profoundly 
interested in t he cause of t e Jewish people , and ,.ith whom I had the 
great honor to speak more than once after the last war from the platform 
of important Jewish gatherings. 

It was ~ce of strength to me during the past year to be able 
to draw upon t he sound judgment and t he political ex. rience of this 
friend or our great historic cause, Senator Robert A. Taft. 



I 
Momo From 

John B. Hollister, Chairman 
Taft for Senato C0mmittoo 

Taft and Palestine 

Because Senator Robert A. Taft has always been a 
stalwart supporter of the rights of minorities, 
it is only natural that your Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver turned to him for help in championing the 
cause for a Jewish homeland. 

We thought you might be interested in the attached 
resume of a meeting which Senator Taft addressed 
at The Temple in Cleveland rocently. 

Your vote for Senator Taft is a vote for one who 
has proven his tolerance and friendohip toward 
racial minorities. I trust you. will see flt to 
givo this great Ohio statosma:r .. your support. 



Dr. Stephens. Wise 
40 West 68th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Wiset 

C O P Y October 27,1942 

May I bring to your attention the following points which occur to me as 
possibly warranting some attention at future meetings of the Emergency Commit~ ~e 

1. It would be well from time to time to get a slant on our problems throubh 
the eyes of intelligent observers outside our own ranks who are men of inde­
pendent judgment, bound neither by vote-getting considerations in our favor 
nor restricted by official governmental status either British or American. 
Such observers of intelligent, independent judgment might be helpful in 
advising us what needs to be done which as yet has not been done by us. 

The two names which occur to me at the present time are Willkie and 
Laguardia. I know that someone is going to talk to Willkie. I also know that 
LaGuardia has often talked for us. What is necessary, however, is that Willkie 
should be cultivated as one of our advisors to whom we can turn from time to 
time in a frank and intimate way and that LaGuardia should be invited not only 
to make speeches but to share our problems and questions. 

There may be others. We need a few Christian friends whose judgment is 
sounder than Wedgewood1s in England, but to whom we can talk as frankly and as 
intimately as we talk to Josiah. . 

It happened to be my assignment to preside at the ZOA Convention session 
t which the resolution regarding the Emergency Committee was discussed. The 
ack of confidence in the Emergency Committee felt and expressed by the dele­
ates is something to think about. To some extent, it is due to the difficulties 

of the situation for which no one can be blamed, to some extent it is due to 
faults for which the Emergency Committee deserves blame. To a considerable 
degree, however, it is due to the failure of the Emergency CoillI:littee to take 
the Zionists into its confidence and to share with them some of its problems. · 

I believe that one of the chief public relations jobs the Emergency Commit­
tee has to do is its public relations job vis-a-vis the membership of the Zionist 
orgenizations. It is my suggestion therefore that the Emergency Committee issue 
a monthly communique over the sign~ture of Dr. Wise, to the head of every Zionist 
district and chapter. This communique should contain not only accomplishments 
but also some of our problems and difficulties (except those which must not be 
made public). It should not cont~in what we hope to do, but what we are doing. 
Of course, it sbuld point out from time to time what there is for the districts 
and chapters themselves to do. Such communications, to be relayed by the dis­
trict and chapter officers to their constituencies, would in the course of time 
build up among our people a closer feeling of cooperation and a greater feeling 
of confidence. 

3. There should be more frequent and more detailed interchange of correspondence 
between ourselves, London end Jerusalem, within the limits, of course, imposed by 
wartime discretion. We should have copies of the minutes of the Executive bodies 
in Jerusalem and London, and they should have copies of our minutes. For some 
time past I have urged that procedure in connection with the KKL Board of Gover­
nors in Jerusalem. Finally, the suggestion was approved by them. We now receive 
their minutes and find them valuable. Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd.) DR. ISREEL GOLDSTEIN 
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Pl(ESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assodated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE BELEASE 

ELEVEN GOVERNORS ACT TO COMMEMOBATE 

BALFOUR DECLABATION ANNIVERSARY 

NOVEI,mER 2ND fROCLAIMED "PALESTINE DAY11 IN SOME STATES; 

DEWEY ISSUES STATEMENT 

New York - Eleven governors have taken action to commemorate the twenty-seventh 

anniversary of the issuance of the Balfour Declaration which takes place on 

November 2nd, 1944, it was announced tode.y by the .American Zionist Emergency 

.Council. 

The Council disclosed that five governors have proclaimed November 2nd 

11 :Palestine Day" in their states, and six others, including Governor Thomas E. Dewey 

of New York, the Republican candidate for the Presidency. have issued statements 

on the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, which pledged the reestablishment 

of the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 

Proclamations have been issued by Governor Sam c. Ford of Montana, Governor 

Matthew M. Neely of West Virginia, Governor Herbert R. 0 1Conor of Maryland, 

Governor Henry Fe Schricker of Indiana and Governor John c. Vivian Gf Colorado• 

Statements on the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration have been issued 

by Governor Raymond E. Baldwin of Connecticut, Governor Robert o. Blood of Nev 

Hampshire, Governor Colgate W. Darden, Jr. of Virgini a , Governor Dewey, Governor 

Walter Edge of New Jersey end Governor Edward Martin of Pennsylvania. 

(more) 



Governor Dewey's statement said that "it is now manifest that a way 

must be found speedily to open the doors of Palestine. The solution is not 

the concern of a class or a group or of merely one or two nations. The 

spectre of hundreds of thousands of homeless Jews is cbviously quite incom­

patible with cur aims of establishing a. lasting peace with justice for all. 

11 The splendid accomplishments cf the intelligent and indefatigable 

picrleers whc wrought such IIUlrVels in establishing the Jewish Home in the 

Holy Land has earned for all the Jewish people of the world the right to an 

open door in Palestine, 11 Go'1ernor Dewey declared. 

Asserting that 11 the reestablishment 0f Palestine as a Jewish Comm::n­

weal th is long cverdue o.nd is indeed the hopo of Europe's uprcoted and hunted 

pocple cf this race. 11 Governor Martin added in his statement toot 11 the 

Commonwealth cf Pennsylvania is vitally interested in having its voice record­

ed in favor cf the fulfillment of the Commcn~ealth in Palestine." 

11 Every fair Md open-minded American necessarily will rejoice when 

these harassed and destitute victims of tyronny and oppression nre permitted 

to establish n home and cor.ir.nmity life 0f their own." Governor Edge declared. 

11 Within recent months Americons in all wolks of life, including a 

large majority of raenbers of Oen gross, have reaffirned .Aoerica I s tra.di tional 

policy of friendship for the aspirations of the Jews regarding Pnle stine, ti 

Governor Ford asserted. 11 It is therefore fitting that the sentiments of the 

.tu:aerican people concerning this question should be given the widest possible 

expression on the coming annivorsexy of the Balfour Declaraticn ••• Widespread 

observance of the cccasicn will give renewed hope tc Eurcpe 1s uprocted and 

hunted Jews rJho leek to P~estine for salvntio~, 11 he added. 

In his proclamntion Governor Neely recoIJI:1Cnded to the people of West 

Virginia that 11 :Palestine Day11 be observed 11 by an earnest endea.vor to increase 

public sentioent in favor of the early and coraplete redonption of the Balfour 

(r:rro) 
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Declaration, to the end that through its operation may be consummated all the 

blessings which it was designed to afford and for which the Jews have long ond 

devoutly prayed." 

11 The Balfour Declaration Il'.D.lst be fulfilled, and Palestine re-established 

as a free and democratic Jewish nation, 11 Governor Vivian declared in his pro­

clrunation. 11 In recent months America has spoken in clear f:llld unmistakable terms 

on this vital question. Endorsements of the mvement to reconstitute Palestine 

as a Jewish Commonwealth have been issued by the President, Governor Thomas E. 

Dewey• a substantial majority of the members of both Houses of Congress, and 

by both the Democratic and Republicnn parties, meeting in national convention •••• 

Justice mist be done to the Jews, 11 he said. 

Governor O'Conor pointed out that "an expression of sentiment from the 

American people on this qµestion at this time will be of inestimable help 

towards the maintenance of the morale of Europe 1s unfortunate Jews who look 

to Palestine for their salvation." 

#11? - 10/31/44 
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r. thur Lourie 
?:leric n Zioni t br;ency Council 

5' 2 · dison v nue 
New Y , .Y. 

y de~ r. Lurie: 

e followin tt rs should 

October 31, 1944 

tt nded t immed t ly: 

l} Co 1 s four repl t tbe est rm nn e:no n um should be 
sent to . ... • llory r ..,ht a ay. 

2) Tr. Bu'. tin of the Federal Council 
s ould go for tel•• should . c.e t:.e dr· ft of the 
re ly, and you should c c,. u 

5) A mphlet should be iss d 'b t e C. ristian Council for 
·lestine, to be sent to t.e - peo~le o ely to receive 

t e eder 1 Council l.~etin. It ould be by ~ of over 11 re,Jly 
to he ne t ve slti ta· en b:.,r the Bulletin rrecting th ost 
fr '1.uently re e ted dsst te ents co ·,cerniog Zi 1ism tc. This 
p nhlet ... hould be dr fted ediatel by our Reset.1.rch De artment 
and .ecked over by Friedrich, Vos d t i:son, and ent to the 
le.re list of inisters ,nic' eh ve nd ~1so t all Christian 
public tions. 

4) Voss and t nson should e ed t o ,et ten or t elve 
rominent ristian cle gymen to rite t the Feder'l Council rotesting 

uts Bulletin and indicat t e grounds fort eir rotest. 

5) I think ou and Ber:eson should sit down ith Voss and 
t inson and talk over tatever need by done in this ireeti n. 

it. all good is s, I re in 

V r· cordiall ours, 

AHS:BK 

\ 
' 
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THE SECRET Y OF THE TREASURY 

.ashin ton 

October 51, 1944 

y dear Dr. Silvert 

I appreciate your takin~ the trouble to 
write me letter on October 26~h. I am more t 
willin to abide by your judgment as to hat you 
should do as the head f t,e Zionist Emergency Council 
in connection with the coming election, and I c 
assure you t tho you vote 11 not influence either 
the res~dent or myself in the slighest in our ttitude tow rds 
the organization hich you head. 

I have al ays held you int e hi hest esteem and 
admire tne reat work that you are doing. I as honored 
that you _elt fr e to come in t 1k over your 9erso?Ull 
problem with ma, and hen the occasion arises, I will 
inform the President of our convers tion. 

A ain y I assure you th t I am available at 11 
times to be of assistance, and I hoe that you will continue 
to drop in to see m~ whenever t e occasion arises. 

Yours sincerely, 

(~1 0 ed) H. orgenthau Jr. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
erican Zionist Emergency Council, 

East 105th Street t nsel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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FELIX A. LEVY 
Rabb; 

EmanU£l Con9 U-fjation 
Seven-O-One Buckingham Place 

Chicago 13 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

October 31, 1946 

I am sorry I did not get a chance to talk to 
you, but both of us were too busy at the 
convention. First of all, let me express my 
gratification over your message to the z. O. A. 
which I did not hear b11t about which I was 
informed. I would like to get a copy of it 
if it is at all possible. I suppose it will 
be printed in New Palestine ultimately. 

The next matter in which I am vitally interested 
and about which I want to consult you is the 
Presidency of the College. I would very much 
like to have your permission to suggest your 
name as the successor to orgenstern. I am 
sure if you wanted the position you could get 
it. Personally I feel it would be the greatest 
thing you could do. By being President of the 
College, you would give a tremendous impetus 
and prestige to the Reform Movement and would 
become its world spokesman. I do not think 
you would hsve to give up any of your Zionist 
activities either. I would appreciate a word 
from you about your feelings in the matter. 

I have received a number of requests from 
scholars for subventions frore the Conference. 
I wonder whether I a.TJI still on that CoMmittee. 

'Jith warmes t greetings from ho-..ise to house, I 
remain 

Cordially, 

Felix 

FAL:mcc 
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1,100 LIBERATED HUNGARIAN JEViS ARRIVE IN RUMA.NIA; WERE HELD BY GERMANS AS SLAVE WORKE~ 

BUCHAREST, Oct. 30. (JT.A) -- TWO groups comprising 1,100 Hun~o.rian Jews 
liberated from slo.ve labor arrived in Rumania. todo.y en rou·~e to the:i.r home in the 
parts of HungLry now occupied by the J.ussio.n 1~rny~ They were visited by the president 
of the Ruma.nio.n Red cross, Dr, costincscu., who o.sked ther,1 whether they ·would prefer 
to emigrate to Po.lestine. 

one of the groups consists of 700 Iiungo.ricn Jews who had been deported by the 
Germo.ns to ho.rd labor in the Ukraine and were released when tho.t territory was re­
to.ken by the ):!ussio.n o.rmies. The other group consists of 400 Jews from Hungo.ry who 
were libt;rc.ted by Mc.rsha.l Tito's Yugoslav liberation forces from the Bor copper mines 
in Serbia together with 1.,600 other Jews who wer6 deported from Hungary for slo.vo 
labor in the mines. 

ARABS URGED TO BOYCOTT AMERIO.AN GOODS IN FROTEST AGAINST ROOSEVELT'S ST.ATEMENT 

JERUSAlEM1 o~t. W. (JTA) -- A call to the .A,ro.bs of Palestine to boycott 
American goods in ntnlintion for President Roosevelt's stutement promising his sup­
port for the establishment of a Jewish commonwealth in pv..les·cir.e was issued todo.y by 

g Arab newspaper, following o. meeting held by the Husseini purty 

hich wus greeted by representatives of the Pnlostine Govermncnt, 
protesting the gro.nting by the government lo.st week of 10,300 
te_s for Jews under the provisions of the White Po.per. Another 
ugainst president Roosevelt's statement, 

dema.ndod Arab independence in Palestine und the 11 0.bolition of 
ome." It also resolved to o.sk the po.le stine Government to pro­
s from selling la.nd to Jews. 

d here todo.y tho. Dre Khalil Toutnn hend of the Quo.ker school 
so.lem, is soon to pra~em,: ~ the ·United Stutes to conduct pro-

BRAZIL'S NEW INMIGRJ~TION LAWS WILL BE FREE FROM DISCRIMINATION AGAINST ilNY RACE 

CARACAS, Venezuelo., Oct. 30. (JTJ~) -- The new immigration lo.w which is now 
being consiu.ered by the, government of Brnzil, will be free from discri.r.lina.tion ago.inst 
o.ny ro.ce or religion, Foreign Minister Villoso of Bro.zil assured Jo.cob Lo.r.do.u, m.o.no.g­
ing director of the Jewish Telegro.phic Agency, who arrived here todo.y o.ft6r o. short 
sto.y in Bro.zil, 

11 Brc.zil ho.s solved her ro.cio.l problem., 11 the Minister declared, 11 The Nnzis tried 
ho.rd but did not succe1;d in stirring up ro.cio.l prejudice. 11 He confirmed thnt the 
Bruzilio.n Government has agreed to admit 600 or more refugee children from Europe• 
The detnils, he so.id, are being worked out with representatives of the Jewish community, 

Francisco Filho, director of the excho.nee division of the Bo.nk of Bro.zil, 
promised tho.t every considero.tion will be given to Germo.n unti-No.zis who# like the 
No.zis, were obliged to plo.ce ten to th:i:rty percent of their funds o.t the disposo.l of 
the Bunk of Brazil. Filho suggested thut o. committee of responsible men compile o. 
list of Gerlll(cn nnti-No.zis in the country for his oonsidero.tion. 



Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds , Inc . 

FIIDLD STAFF MEMORANDUM #173 

CONFIDENTIAL 

From : H. L. Lurie 

To : Field Staff and Associates 

ction ta.lcen by the American Jewish Committee in withdrawing from the 
American J ewish Conference has been announced in the public press . It is 
a significant development which may be followed by considerable discussion 
and debate in local communities . At its meeting on October 24 , the .Ameri­
can Jewish Committee took the following action : 

(1) Approved of the statement made by representatives of the .American 
Jewish Committee at the Conference , dissenting from the resolution 
on Palestine ; 

(2) Voted to withdraw from the .American Jewish Conference ; 

(3) Took steps to develop the organization and p romo t e the basic 
policies of the Committee t hroughout the country. 

The main reason for the Committee ' s withdrawal at t his time is t hat 
they are opposed in principle to the political theories inherent in t he 
Palestine resolution and believe t therefore , that they cannot , without em­
barrassment, continue in the Inter i m Committee which is charged with re­
sponsibility for i ~plementing the decis i ons of the onfer ence . A co- chair­
manship and other places on the I nterim Cammi t tee ~:,ere being left open for 
American J ewisn Committee representatives . Whil e t he .A.JC was willing to 
join in a conference , they are opposed to the basic hypothesis of a national 
or anization ~nich would spea..lc and act on political matters for all .American 
Jews . l'her accept the thesis th t Jewish groups can associate for unified 
action which all the elements are willing to suppor t , but insist t hat indi­
viduals and groups have t he right of independent action at all times . 

The American Jewish Committee ' s decision •as immedia t ely followed by 
the resignation of ~rs . De Sol a Pool , president of Hadassa.h , Judge Morris 
Rothenberg and Judge Louis Levinthal , both former presidents of the ZOA . 
(The Ameri can Jewish Committee has a complex st r ucture , including other 
cooperating national agencies and i t may be that additional representatives 
of other national agencies as well as some individual members will resign 
from the Committee . ) 

There is no direct connec tion between t his situation and the problems 
of continuing the United J ewi sh Appeal for 1944 , but it may compli cate t he 
negotiations bet,· een the JDC and the UPA on the basis of the 1944 agreement 
for joint fund-raising . 

The Council , a.s an organization which is neutral on these poli tical is­
sues , will have before it serious problems affecting the welfare and the sta­
bility of local 0omrnunity structur es and programs . The Board 1ill meet on 
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November 6 and 7 and will probably review these problems and formulate 
plans . tis our obligation to do what we can to strengthen local communi­
ties to enable them to function in spite of active differences aJnOn6 the 
various ideological groups and the various national agencies on these matters . 
I t is our obligation to see that all groups are given the oppor tunity for 
fair presentation of the1r views and progr8Jlls and t~at any of the difficul­
ties which may arise on a national basis shoq.ld not unnecessarily affect the 
processes of local cooperation which have been developed for res which are 
less controversial . 

We would appreciate your keeping the office informed of developments 
and repercussions in the local communities . We should strive wherever pos­
sible to put the impending debates on a rational and practical level and 
avoid the emotionalisms ~hich unfortunately may arise . 

Difficulties in the structure of the American Jewish Conference ere re­
cognized by federation and welfare fundn and by our Council at the outset . 
Whether or not these contributed to the present situation, we can only hope 
that the period of unpleas~ tness will be short and that a realistic app raisal 
of the actual composition and iews of A.~erican Jews will eventually lead to 
a stronger basis of cooperation between all elements . We must not lose sight 
of the fact that all Jewish work is on a voluntary basis and that we cannot 
expect unity in matters of principle when there are fund.ament~l differences . 

The Co!!llllittee 1 s action was taken by a vote of about four to one and you 
will be interested, on a personal basis , to know that among the minority who 
voted against Ii thdrawal were a number of members of the Board of the Council , 
including Sidney Hollander as well as a few others who have been active leaders 
in some of our local member agencies . This group may be helpful in the future 
in bringing about a new basis of agreement among the opposing gz:oups . 

SP 



Mr. Leopold L. Meyer. President 
Congregation Beth Israel 
Houston, Texas 

Dear Mr. Meyeli: 

The essence of your protest against the Central Conference of American 

Rabbis is that it has departed from the classic pattern of Reform Judaism, as laid 

down in earlier rabbinical meetings of Reform Rabb~~ (Philadelphia~ 1869• Pitts­

burg'r., :'..885, etc,). Without considering for the moment the specifications of tho 

•.!har. ,'_,e .. the gbneral case can well be admitted, r.amely, that Reform Judaism as ex­

;:'re ,; rn,1. ::.!1. ideas and utterances of most members of the Central Conference does 

ind, ➔ e d :·e:oresnnt a departure from some of the ideas and practices laid down by 

Rofo1 m J ewish leaders in past generations, 

rt is only an orthodoxy which dares not depart from c lassie patterna 

kid down by past generations. It is the principle of Orthodoxy that all laws 

authentically deduced from past laws are sacred and represent the will of God, 

n.nd that customs which have been widely accepted in the past have the force of 

law and may not be abolished even vrhen circumstances change~ But Reform Judaism 

is a liberal Judaism. It proclaims the right of each generation to change cusi,o:;:,__« 

and rituals and even to re-state doctrines, provided the essential principles of 

Judaism are preserved and strengthened by such changes. The same liberal prin­

ciples which gave the Reform p1.oneers the right to change the venerable customs 

and prayer texts of Orthodoxy give us the right to change practices and modify 

doctrines of the pioneers. 

Dr. Kaufmann Kohler, one of the great leaders of early Ref~rm Judaism 

in America, convoker and leading spirit of the Pittsburgh Conference of 1885, made 

a statement which no Reform Jew should ever forget:--

"In order to form a just estimate of such Reform-Pitmeers as were Geiger,. 

Holdheim, Einhorn, Hirsch and others in Germany• we must guard against c,onferring 

upon them the claim of infallibility which they themselves have wrested fer us 
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from the authoritie s of old, We would sin aga inst the ve ry spirit of progress which 

made the m leaders and prophets of their age , should we at tempt to canonize their 

every word. We would, there fore, do them in j ustice, we r e we to weigh all their 

utte r ances and opinions in the scale of modern r esearch and by the standard of 

recent investigations. Truth grows, and many a thing which seemed true fifty 

ye ars ago is no longer conside red so today." (He brew Union Colle ge and Other 

Address e s, page 751 Dr. Kohler spoke as a true reformer and liberal, Geige r and 

Holdhe i m would have rejected any suggestion that later generations of rabbis and 

l ayme n should be compelled to keep unchanged and sacrosanct the pattern of ideas 

and customs which the y had constructed. All the early reforme rs were great 

libe r a ls. 

Any attempt, such as your congre gation seems to be making, to fix 

Re form Judaism at the pattern of one hundred years ago or of fifty ye ars ago 

petrifies it into Reformed Judaism; a form of Judaism which had at one time be e n 

Reformed and then remained forever fixed. It is the resolve of the Central Con­

f e rence of American Rabbis to keep Reform Judaism libe ral and alive to the r e ali~ 

ties of the age. It is our hope that in so doing we arc strengthening both the 

Reform movement and Judaism itse lf. 

You will n ot mind, I am sure~· if I include in our discussion the que s t ion 

of the by-laws which your congregation has recently drawn up, since these by-laws 

are the result of the same mood which led you to draw up your resolutions against 

the Conference and to spread them broadcast. 

The c lcar purpose of y our by-laws is to keep from membership in the 

congre gation those individuals who be lieve in a J ewish state in Pale stine, who 

believe that Kashrus is an e ssential prac t ice in Judaism, and that the Hebrew 

language is indispensable in school and in :worship. It is true that if a. man 

cnnnot subscribe to your by-lav;s tie may be come a non-voting membe r; but of course 

no self-respecting Jew will join your congre gation if he knows that his convictions 
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will disfranchise him and make him a second-class member. Your object is definite; 

you wish to exclude those who disagree with you on any one of the above points. 

Most of these by-laws were, of course, taken from the Pittsburgh Platform. 

I note, however, that you have reworked the Pittsburgh Platform. You speak in 

your Principle #1 of the Mission of Israel, but you avoid the Platform's great 

phrase: 11 Jewish people" and priesthood." You also omit from your program Part 8 

of the Pittsburgh Platform, namely, that: 0 rn accordance with the spirit of MoR?.i" 

leg:.slation, vre deem it our duty to participate in the great task of modern times. 

to solve on the basis of justice and righteousness the problems presented by the 

contrasts and evils of the present organization of society." For these two e l eraentr::: 

in tho great classic pronouncement of American Reform Judaism you substitute your 

carefully worded caution (not found in the Pittsburgh Platform) against the use 

of too much Hebrew in the Service. As a disciple of Dr. Kohler, I assure you 

that your omission of the hallowed and meaningful words "Jewish people 11 and 

"priesthood", which you consciously pas sod over in your borrowing from the Pitts­

burgh Platform, would have shocked him severely. Dr. Emil G. Hirsch (who pro.:. 

posed plank #8) would certs.inly have protested against your omission of the avowal 

of Israel ts dedication to social justice. By what right d:o you vary the classic 

pattern of Reform Judaism? 

Tho only right you have must be basod upon the premise that Reform 

Judaism is liberal Judaism~ You~ have the right to change. as you have seriously 

changed, the Pittsburgh Platform • . You have also the right to publish and declare 

that these are the principles of your congregation. But you have no right, as a 

liberal congregation~ either to protest a~ainst the right of the Conference to 

vary the older patterns nor have you the right to exclude from your congregation 

those who do not agree with the ideas which you have selected., 

Yfhat you have done is not only to transform, by omission of essentials, 

a great classic statement of Reform, but you have, I fear, misunderstood the in~ 
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tention of the framers of the Pittsburgh Platform. These men well knew that there 

wore many men and women in their congregations who did not agree with the new 

ideas which they proclaimed in Pittsburgh. They certainly did not intend that 

those who did not accept the Pittsburgh Platform be deprived of tho right to vote 

dr, in case of new applicants, not be admitted into the congregation as full 

members.. They understood that there wore many in their congregations who did not 

understand or oven agree. But they hoped to influence their congregations. They 

their..solves called it a "platform", as o. party platform. They did not mean it to 

be a test of admission into the congregation. It was a curriculum, not a creed. 

You, as o. liberal congregation, have the same right. You may say to all 

who r!ish to join: "This is vrhat we v1ill teach in our school and from our pulpit. 

It is for co.ch prospective member to decide whether he will join or not•" But 

you ho.ye no right to propose a credal test of conscience, to say to any Jew who 

wishes to join: 11Tu!ake a confession of faith. If you cannot accept our creed, 

you may not be a full member." You have no right to examine the conscience of any 

child of Israel in order to decide whether his beliefs are acceptable to you. You 

have the right to influence him once he joins. You have the right to a platform, 

to a curriculum, but not to a creed, 

Official creeds as tests for admission into a congregation are frequent 

in tho Christian Church; there arc none such known in Judaism. · Jewish congrega­

tions o.nd groups of congregations have often suspended or even expelled members 

(by use of the ban) o.nd even whole groups of Jevrn have been placed under the ban. 

Jovlish Orthodox law also classifies certain violators of traditional practice as 

apostates, yet it was scrupulously careful to safeguard all the basic religio-legal 

rights of apostates (as inheritance, marriage, etc.). As for the ban of exclusion, 

it is to be noted that oven so solemn a ban as that imposed by the great Elijah 

of Vilna against the sect of Hasidim had almost no effect on Jewish life, It was 

oomplctely nullified by the deep-rooted sense of comradeship of the Jewish oom-
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munitiesf At all events, the policy and practice of exclusion is a logical and even 

a justifiable instrument in the hands of an orthodox religious body which claims 

divine validity for all its creeds and rituals; but it makes no sense in a liberal 

congregation., 

Returning to your complaints against the Central Conference of American 

Rabbis, your premise is that we have departed from the classical pattern of Reform" 

Of course vrn have, and so have you, and so may every liberal religionist depart 

l'ror:-, older patterns, provided the essentials are thereby strengthened. The only 

quo.3tion is v.,hether the changes ·which have occurred ha,,e violated the essential 

(not necessarily tho classical) principles of Reform Judaism. An examination of 

the specifications in your resolution indicates that they all concern Zionism in 

one way or another. 

Tho simplest way to discuss them is to put thGm together into the one 

charge which you clearly me:-.n to make: "The Central Conference has become Zion­

istic and has thereby abandoned the essentials of Reform Judaism." 

The a.nswer to this implied charge can be made unequivocally. The Con­

ference has not become Zionistic. It has, however, ceased to be Anti-Zionistic. 

In past years the Conference. in a number of resolutions, expressed its Anti­

Zionism. There were few Zionists in tho Conference in those years. By the ways 

the Anti-Zionist majority would have been appalled if anyone during all these years 

had ever mo.de the un-Jewish suggestion that Zionist Reform Rabbis, disagreeing as 

they did with tho avowed principles of the Conference., should not have the right 

to vote. As the years went by the number of Zionists in tho Conference increased. 

By this time it may we 11 be that the majority of our members are Zionists. We do 

not seek to know. Yfe do not submit our members to a credal test. 

The manifest fact now is that there n.re n. lart;c number, perhaps even a 

majority, of our members who arc both convinced Zionists and convinced Reform Jews• 

These rabbis do not find their Reform Judaism and their Zionism to be mutually 
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incompatible. It is obvious, then, that there has been a definite change of mood 

in our Conference. Therefore, in harmony vrith liberal principles this new mood 

was acknowledged in our 1943 Resolution.· Yle recognized the fact, plainly observ­

able in the life of hundreds of our Reform Rabbis, that Reform and Zionism are 

quite compatible •. Each membe~ of our Conference may decide for himself whether 

to accept or reject Zionism.. Whichever way he dccE.e s vii 11 not affect his status 

or hi~ moral right to be part of our Conference. 

w·hether we are justified in thus changing a past emphasis, or whethe:t 

w'10.t; WG have changed is an essential, indispensable doctrine, · may well be debated~ 

All I can say to you is that the majority of the Rabbis of the Conference believe 

th&t it is a justified and liberal change to permit each member to have his own 

opinion on Zionism without considering this opinion a violation of Reform. If the 

judgment of the majority of the Reform Rabbis on this question is not acceptable 

to you, whose judgment will you accept'{ 

Since it is the r esponsibility of a rabbi to counsel his congregation, 

may I, as President of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, take the liberty 

of offering a word of counsel to you? Please do not be so nervous about tho future 

of Reform Judo.ism,, Reform Judaism is strong.•, Its influence in America extends far 

beyond those institutions which are avowedly Reform, All the American Jewish con­

gregations Which are departing from strict Orthodoxy have been influenced by the 

exo.mple of our Reform Jewish institutions, Our leaders are giving guidance to many 

Jewish and general movements in America. You do not need to build a fence around 

a Reform congregation to protect it against attack. Reform is of the future; it is 

a dynamic movement in American Judaism. Let us be bold, ·confident, and friendly 

with a.11 of I sra.e 1 ~ , 

SBF:LSF 

(Signed) SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 
President, 
Central Conference of .tunerican Rabbis 




