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Dr . Israel Goldstein 
270 est 69th ~t . 
Ne ork, N.Y. 

11-1-44 

• SON T ..,LEPHONED ,E REGARDING RESOLUTION TO BE P1lE0ENTED .i.T ::3 LFOUR 1..IBETING . 0TOP 
3TRO'JGLY URGE NO DEVIrtTION .-IA':'EVER FR01v1 CTION T.11.KEN ON CONGRE SIO. AL RGSOLITTIONS 
AT ATLANTIC CITY CONVENTIOd STOP . EITHER TCE E. ER..:iENCY COUNCIL NOR THE EXECUTIVE F THE 
ZOA HAS AUTHORIZED ANY OTHER. PUBLIC DECLARATION STOP E LL AGREE TH T A:lllilm. lENT~ ILL 
BE SOUGHT TO IMP ... OVE RESOLUTIONS • EN cm GRESS REGO ·v:::; IBS STOP IT ,OULD BE EXTRE1. ELY 
DANGEROUS IF IN THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE T-IE SUGGE..3'I'ION IS GIVEN IN UBLIC 'l'HnT ~E .-,RE 
A NDONI " PEtWI .G RESOLJTIO. S. ll Y tlEVI IO ... ~ ,vIL OT E;SC11..PE THE 1.TTE 'l'ION OF 
OUR ENEJ IES NOR OF THE )RESS /HIGH , ILL B"'Cym AT CE PUBLIC DISC JSSION OF THE 
.:>UBJECT AT PRESENT Z TI ELY UNDESIRABLE . ipr ARNED GAINST THIS AT THE l'iE •,TING 
OF THE IBR'::.Er cy couNCIL smmx ONDAY NIGHT . su ELY B LFOUR D,,Y CELEBRATION IS d 
.JuT THE SUIT BLE OCC SIO. FvR Al~NOUNCI A :-1Eil FO ULA. ,HlCt HA0 'CF.: B ,EN S CTION 
B ANY U1'HORIZ,_,D ZIONL3T BODY ND B TIE EulER ENCY CuUNCIL . 

BB HI LEL SILVE 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

,==---~-

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

MEMORANDUM 
Members of the Administrative 

Committee 
I. L. I<enen 

cATE: November 1, 1944 

Attached is a draft of the report of the Interim 
Committee v1hich vrill serve as a preface to the reports 
of the three Commissions in the printed report of the 
Conference. At the last meeting of the Interim Committee, 
the Administrative Committee was authorized to prepare 
such a report. 

-Dill you please read this in advance of tomorrow 
night's meeting of the Administrative Committee so that 
we may act on it, if possible . If you are unable to 
attend the meeting, will you please send in any suggestions 
or comments that you mny have . ·.7e a.re hoping to go to 
press with the entire report in the next few days. 
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INI'ERIM COUMITTEE REPORT 

The Interim Committee, created at the first session of the American Jewish 

Conference to implement its decisions, herewith submits to the delegates a report 

of its activities and the activities of the three Commissions established by the 

Committee on October 17th, 1943 11to carry out the mandates of the Conference with 

respect to rescue, :Jost-war reconstruction and Palestine." 

Composition of the Committee 

The Resolution on Organization provided that: 

"The Interim Committee shall be selected on the same proportional 
basis as now prevails among the groupings in the Conference on the •key · 
of ten' or major fraction thereof, and that a number of members at large, 
not in excess of eight, shall be chosen by the Interim Committee for 
addition to its membership." 

The Interim Committee met for the purpose of organization immediately 

upon recess of the first session on September 2nd, 1943, its membership composed 

of the nominees of the various groupings in the Conference. These included: 

Maurice Bisgyer, David Blumberg, Gedalfoh Bublick, Sigmund fl. David, J. David 
Delman, Rabbi William Drazin, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Mrs. Moses ·P. Epstein, 
Prof, Hyman J. Ettlinger, Rabbi Simon·Federbusch, Prof. Hayim Fineman, J. George · 
Fredman, Daniel Frisch, Frank Goldman, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Mrs. Samuel Goldstein, 
Mrs. Samuel YT. Halprin, Rabbi James G, Heller, Herman Hoffman, F.dgar J. Kaufmann, 
Charles P. Kramer, Sidney G. Kusuorm, Hon. Louis E. Levinthal, Dr. Louis M, 
Levitsky, Louis Lipsky, Julius Livingston, Rabbi Irving Miller, Louis J, Moss; 
Dr. Srunuel Nirenstein, Harry A. Pine, Dvorah Rothbard, Hon. ·Norris Rothenberg, 
Isidor · Sack, Louis Segal, Hon. Carl Sherman, Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver, Mrs. Archibald Silverman, Hermann Stern, Robert Szold, Mrs, Maurice Turner, 
Mrs. Joseph M, Welt, David Wertheim, Benjamin \"linter, Mrs. Stephens. VTise, 
Baruch Zuckerman, 

In addition to these, the Interim Committee later co-opted for membership 

Naomi Chertoff, Hayim Greenberg, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, 

Adolph Rosenberg and Justice Meier Steinbrinl:, Two places were reserved for 

representatives of organizations unaffiliated uith the Conference, in the event 

of their future participation. 

The Resolution on Organization provided for not less than three co-chairmen 

and accordingly, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Henry Monsky and Dr. Stephen S. TTise \7ere 

elected. 

Several changes occurred in the com!)Osition of the Interim Committee during 

the year: Dr, Joseph Tenenbaum succeeded Benjamin Tiinter (deceased); Benjamin 

Samuels replaced David Blumberg because of the latter's illness; Leon Gellman 

served as an alternate for Gedaliah Bublick because of his illness; Dr. Samuel 

Margoshes served as an alternate for Mrs, Archibald Silverman when she was over­

seas; and Rabbi Robert Gordis and Samuel Rothstein replaced Dr. Louis M. Levits1.'-:r 

and Louis J. r.toss, respectively, reflecting chc.nges in the organizations they 
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Duties of the Interim Committee 

The Resolution on Organization adopted by the Conference vested in the 

Interim Committee the following duties and functions: 

111. To implement the resolutions and decisions adopted by 
the American Jewish-Conference at its session of August 29th to 
September 2nd, 1945, and in so doing shall cooperate m.th other 
organizations and agencies, so far as such cooperation may be deemed 
desirable. 

"2. To reconvene the Conference at such time as it may deem 
necessary and expedient, but in any event, not later than twelve 
months follom.ng the c.djourmnent of the present session thereof." 

The Executive Apparatus 

The Interim Committee conceived that its functions were tuofold: one, the 

stimulation of all action possible to assist in the realization of the Conference 

program and to mobilize public opinion to that end; and t~o, the establishment of 

the necessary machinery to implement the Conference resolutions by uay of appropriate 

representations to our own and other governments in the areas of the Conference 

program. 

At a meeting of the Interim Committee on October 17th, 1945, it was deter­

mined to establish three Commissions to act as the executive machinery of the Con­

ference. These were the Commission on Rescue, the Commission on Post-TTar, and the 

Commission on Palestine. The resolution creating these bodies authorized them 11to 

utilize the service and seek the cooperation of existing agencies in their respec­

tive fields." This policy, Tihich had been indicated in the Conference Resolution 

establishing the Interim Committee, (quoted above) has been pursued by the Interh1 

Committee from its inception. The Committee recognized that a number of organi::;c­

tions were engaged in activities in the three areas of the Conference's scope. 

Manifestly, it was intended that the Conference should stimulate and coordinate the 

activities of these organizations in conformity to the Conference program. It , :G 

been the policy of the Interim Committee to avoid establishing duplicating appara­

tuses. TThere no agency existed for the implementation of the Conference program, 

the Interim Committee considered it necessary to establish one. 

In the field of rescue and post-war reconstruction, the Interim Committee, 

through its Commissions, assumed the initiative in making all representations to 

the govermnents, inasmuch as no over-all agency existed for that purpose in these 

fields. It was deemed, moreover, the duty of organizations affiliated with the 

Conference in the interests of a "program of common t.ction11 to submit data an& 

info!'mo.tion to the Conference and to abide by the pr:t!lciple that represen-sation .~ 
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In the implementation of the Palestine Resolution, the American Zionist 

Emergency Council, representing the principal Zionist bodies, was engaged in day­

to-day political and public relations activities and, accordingly, the Palestine 

Commission did not see)~ to duplicate this work. The te.sk of the Commission was 

to cooperate rJith this c.ge:1c;v and to make such representations as the Conference 

considered advisable in its own name. 

The Commissions consisted of nominees of the groupings, in addition to a 

number of persons co-opted by the Commissions because of their special qualifica­

tions. The Commissions have reported regularly to meetings of the Interim Committee 

through the year for approval and direction, and Vlith this report there are trans­

mitted reviews by each of the three Commissions of their activities and interests 

during the past year. 

In addition to the Commissions, the Interim Committee created an Exect::t.iJ') 

Committee to function between meeti.~gs of the Interim Committee, and an Administ~a­

tive Committee to execute the decisions of the parent body. The Executive Committee 

consisted of Maurice Bisgyer, Gedaliah Bublick, Sigmund n. David, Rabbi Maurice N. 

Eisendrath, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, J. George Fredman, Frank Golciman, Dr. Isn...e1 

Goldstein, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving Miller, Hell!'y 

Monsky, Louis J. Moss, Dr. Samuel Nirenstein, Louis Segal, Car 1 S.aerm.an, He:.~rnan 

Shulman, David TTertheim,and Dr. Stephen S. 'Wise. The Administrative Committee C)n­

sisted of Mrs. Moses P. E!)stein, J. George Fredman., Leon Gellman, Charles P ,. K:.~ainer, 

Louis Lipsky, Herman Shulman and David Wertheim. 

Subsequently, the executive machinecy of the Conference was re-organized 

in May and a new Administrative Committee was established to prepare for the second 

session of the Conference, to function as the executive organ of the Interim Com­

mittee, and to act in place of that body in befa,een meetings of the Interim Com-­

mi ttee. The Administrative Committee is headed by Louis Li:_Jsky, and consists , .• 

the following: Maurice Bisgyer, Se.muel Ca;;,la.n, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, 

Mrs. Moses P, Epstein, Jane Evans, J. George Fredma.n, Leon Gellman, iTilliam Oerber, 

m ... yim Greenberg, Charles P, Kramer, Sidney G. Kusworm, Rabbi Irving Miller, Samuel 

Rothstein, Max J, Schneider, Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Meyer W. 

Peisgal and David TTertheim. 

The Interim Committee met regularly during the year. Immediately follcvrtuf 

the recess of the Conf'erence, the Resolutions_adopted ~t the first session were 

submitted to our Government, On September 18, 1943, a delegation acting_ for 'tLe 

Co·:ference nnd consisting of Dr. Stepha~1 S. Wis~. Dr, Solomon B. Froehof, Fra 7.1. 
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Goldman, Louis Lipsky, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, and Jane Evans for the Secreterint, 

preseuted the text of these resolutions to Secretary of State Cordell Hull. 

Meetings of the Interim Committee uere held on September 2, 1945, October 

17, 1845, November 7, 1943, November 25, 1945, December 15, 1943, January 25, 1944, 

M.:- rch 21, 1944, May 12, 1944, June 29, 1944, .August 1, 1944, September 12, 1944, and 

October 24, 1944. At these meetings, the Cort~ittee reviewed the work carried on 

by the three Commissions to determine policy and give directives for future action. 

Since its orgenization in May, the Administrative Committee has met fortnightly 

and more frequently as the occasion demanded. It has coordinated the work of the 

Commissions and arranged for the implementation of their programs. It has carried 

on the prep~rations for the second session and has assigned the duties of the staff~ 

The American Jewish Committee 

Since the recess of the first session, all organizations which participated 

in the Conference have continued adherence with the exception of the American J ,Ju::..sh 

Committee, miose Executive Committee voted to withdraw on October 24th, 1945, set­

ting forth its reasons in a public statement. The Interim Committee published a 

reply to the American Jewish Committee on November 7th, 1945, copies of which were 

distributed to the delegates and to the public. During the year, in line with the 

policy of the Interim Committee to achieve the Conference objective of unity, 

efforts uere made to secure the cooperation of the American Je~~sh Committee on a 

number of occasions. The subse~uent relationship betueen the .American JevTish Con­

ference and the American Je~·:ish Committee is described in detail in the reports of 

the Commissions. 

The Je,7ish Labor Committee 

The Executive Committee of the Jerrish Labor Committee on November 50th, 

1945, c:.dopted a. resolution "to remain in the .American Jevrish Conference, to work 

uith the Conference on all matters that are within the scope of the activities 

of the Jetlsh Labor Committee in accorcance with its decisions, but not to par­

ticipate in the Interim Committee." 

The Emergency Committee to Save the Jerrish Peonle of Europe 

The activities of the Emergency Committee to Save the Jeuish People of 

EuTope , and a number of related bodies, all of TThich had been projected by the 

Hehrcw Committee of National Liberation, created much confusion in t ho m.:.n•J :;: ,)t' 

r,1,_ristl c 1:1.s and .Jev:8 alike during the years anrl ii. be~2JuP 11ecessar7 t0 j_:-,_fc"'."m tnc 
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American public of the irres:::,onsible and unrepresentative character of these bodies. 

Accordingly, on December 51, 1943, the Interim Committee made public e memorandum 

to the delegates detailing the status and character of these organizations and their 

activities. The reports of the Commissions treat of this in GreQter detail. 

Agreement with the Vforld Jewish Congress 

While not affiliatad with the Conference, the World Jewish Congress ex­

tended its cooperation to the Commissions and the relationship between the Congress 

and the Conference wcs formallized with the [..doption of a v,orking agreement on 

September 12, 1944. Text of the agreement follows: 

11It is agreed that both organizations are to place at their 
mutual disposition the respective facilities and exchanee information 
to the end that there shall be a constant exchange of confidential 
information between ap~ropriate departments of the two organizations 
in all matters touching post-war plans and rescue efforts. 

11A joint planning committee is to be set up tor the consideratioD 
of post-war problems and to advise on the drafting of statements and pro­
posals. The committee is to be composed of an equal number of members 
from each body and is to have at its disposal the results of the studies 
made by the Institute of Jewish Affairs. The recornmencl.ations of the 
joint committee are to be submitted to the ap,ropriate organs of the 
\Torld Jewish Congress and the American Jeuish Conference, for their 
consideration. 

"The World Jeuish Congress retQins its right to represent 
all the communities and organizations affiliated with it in its dealings 
with all foreign governments end inter-national agencies. In the case 
of this country, it is recognized that in any representations to the 
American Government or any of its departments end agencies uithin the 
program of the Americ&n Jeuish Conference, the American Jeuish Conference 
has a special position as regarding the JeTTish Community of the United 
States of America. Reuresentations to the American Government or its 
depm·tments or agencies sht 11 be made through the American Jeuish Con­
ference unless 2.fter consultation it is regc.rded necess.::.ry by either 
one of the two pnrties th · t separate represente.tions be made. 11 

Public Relations Activities 

As a public and democratically constituted body, the Interim Committee main­
tained close contact with its constituency throughout the year. Publication of 

the Conference Record, mich was issued QS the journal of the proceedines during 

the first session, nas resumed in January on a monthly bnsis, and was widely dis--

tributed to the delegates, to community leaders, and to interested persons. A 

th Conference Was 1. ssued ,1eekly to the delegates begin­Bulle tin of activitief3 of e 

riing in May1 A nStatement on the Organization of the Conference" vras pu0lished 

re~ess 0 .,_,:, the fi' rst session and was distributed widely ·::.:1ro,1g:1' shortly ~rter the -

the cotmtry. ':'he Proceedings of the First Session of the Conferen~e; a 4ci7 -pag:-
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Finances 

At the first session, the Conference voted that its activities should be 

C!la:>1ce-:l by th8 ccm'm"->iities. The budget for 1944 was fixed at (;148,500. Expe:-1d.i­

turee for the year vd.11 be well under that smn. The Interim Com..mittee designated 

Sidney G. KusHcrr1 of Dayto:,..,_, Ohio, as Chairman, and Max J. Schneider of New Yorl~ as 

Co-Chairman of the Fin <:t:.1ce Coruni t tee. A condensed sUlllillary of the financial 

o::?erations follows: (Insert) 

Convening or·the Second Session 

At its meeting on May 12th, 1944, the Interim Committee voted to convo:1e 

the second session of the Conference on September 2, 1944, at Chicago. Subsequent­

ly, the Office of Defense Transportation requested a postpo:oomnt and in compliance 

with this, the Interim Committee voted to convene the second session on December 0rd, 

changing the location to Pittsburgh because facilities were unavailable on that 

dc.te in Chicago. 

Personnel 

The Secretariat of the Conference, consisting of Maurice Bisgyer, Jane 

I:;vc1ns, Lillie Shultz, and Meyer VT. '\7eisgal, continued to serve the Interim Com 

mittee taJ.til December 1st, 1943, r.hen staff appointments uere made. 'i'he Secr,/;t~·c.iat 

~1.:.~s invited to continue a::i members of the Interim ";om':'littee rritnout vat~. Mem~':'1'.' '., 

of tbe executive staff include I. L. Kenen, Meir Grossm'3.il, Dr. A.S, Kohanski, an:i 

Mrs. Arrn Jarcho. M~. J. S. Pearlstien served c: s Administ·,:-ati ve Secretary from 

December 1st 1mtil June 15, 1944, nhcn he resigned. 

Necrol.r)_g;z 

The Interim CoIIlI!littee records witl1 tleep reGret the death of four of th-3 

delegates to the .American Jenish Conference: Ecl·liin J, Schanfarber of Columbu.:, 

Ohio, M. .... s. Adolph Sieroty of Los Angeles, Calif., Jt1dgc 1Jilliam r.r. Unte:tmr.:.nn or 

Ner:.r~rk, N,J., and Benjamin Winter of Nen York. 

This report anrl those of the Commissions in the succeedinr;s page8 are 

cc:::i.f:i.r..ec. tu 2. rev:.evr of: past action. Recommendations to the second sess.:..0:-1 by 
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DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 
• 

TliE TE .. PLE= 

I HAV BEEN R QUESTED BY ATTORNEY GE ERAL NATHANIEP L 

GOLD STE I 1 , 'JHO YOU \l ILL RE, 1Ef1BE PLAYED AN ILPORT ANT 

PAR BRINGI G ABOUT TH ADOPTION OF THE REPUBLICAN 
PRO PALEST I lE PLANK, TO CONVEY TO YOU, DOCTOR ISE AND 

DOCTOR GOLDSTEIN THE DEEP RESENT~.,E T ND INDIGNATION OF 

REPUBLICA I LEADERS, f CLUDf G tE BER OF CONGRcSS, OVER 
TIE POLITICAL REr1ARKS OF S E ZIO~IST LEADERS SPEAKING AS 
HEADS OF ZIONIS ORGAt IZ TIO S. ATTORf EY GE. ERAL GOLDSTEIN 
SAID THAT REP UBL CANS WHO HAVE BEEN ACT I VE f N BEHALF OF 

OU CAUSE HAVE BEEN ALIENATED BY WHAT THEY REGARD AS THE 

EJPLOY.ENT OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST ~OVE.ENT AS A POLITICAL 
INSTRU.E T OF THE DE 10CRATIC PARTY. HE E~PHASIZED THAT TH 

-
I ND I GN ANT ATTITUDE OF SUCH ,EN DOES NOT AUGUR WELL FOR OUR 
FUTURE ACTJV TY IN WASHINGTON REQUIRING CONGRESSIONAL 

UPPORT. I A1 HASTENING TO RELAY ATTORNEY GENERAL GOLDSTEJNS 
REf ARKS TO DOCTOR VISE DOCTOR GOLDSTEIN AND YOURSELF WITH 
KI ND REG ARDS= 

HAROLD P .ANSON DIRECTOR OF I FORfATION. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



c;;;/-merican ZioniJt Cmergencg, Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of A111erica 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

November 2, 1944. 

A reply to the Westerman memorandum is at present 
being multigraphed. We are having it done outside in more 
attractive form than would be the case if it were 
mimeographed in the office. We should be able to send it 
off tomorrow or Monday. 

Berkson and I had a f'ull discussion with Voss about 
the reaction of ~e Christian Council to the bulletin of 
the Federal. Council. Voss was dead against any bulletin 
which would give the impression or being directed epecifical.1y 
at the bulletin of the Federal. Council. He was of the opinion 
that this would serve to establish in the minds of many people 
who, on a cursory reading would not realize the implications 
of the Federal Council bulletin, a feeling that a struggle 
was going on between the Federal Council and the Christian 
Council on Palestine. It could only do us harm. A compre­
hensive statement of our case, however, dealing at the same 
time with the various topics raised in the Federal Council 
bulletin and similar in length might, he thought, be very use­
ful. This, I believe, coincides in general with the action 
proposed at the meeting of the Executive Committee, and 
Dr. Berkson has undertaken to prepare a first draft for Voss 
to work on. 

Incidentally, Voss mentioned that he and Atkinson have 
in mind the writing of a book to deal with the question of 
Pa1estine from the point of view of a Christian. He had seen 
Harlow's manuscript, which he considers a1together inadequate -
as I am afraid it unquestionably is. He says that he has 
collected a good dea1 of material and, of course, we are ready 
to help him in every way possible. 

AL1LB 

Yo~ ~erely, 

~~­
Art:tm.r Lourie 
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Dr. Nahum Gold.1:1ann 
.ni:::.ericcr. Zionist =:::.er '-'ency Council 
41 East -12nd St. 
ifow Yor' , N~Y • 

.. Iy dear Dr. Goldr.dUUlS 

I received today ti1e memorti.n.dwn of the convars:... :,ior.s .:hieh 
you had w1.th Judge Samuel Rosenna.n on Nover.bar 5 and ::i th Congressman 
Bloom on October 29. You will recaU that we formally a,reed that 
you ere not to make any contacts in 7lashington ·.-, i thout first 
aJ~rising me or them. You have evidently forgotten this arrangement, 
You will recall that I had visited Judge Roaenmnn and also Con6ressrean 
Bloom and t!w.t I was to contact Judge Rosenman a ,;ain as ,;,ell as 
Congressman Bloom. In £'act I have been corresponding ;-r! th Congressman 
Bloom about Ibn Sa'ud. I had been waiting to :receive ti1e revised 
draft or our Economic Memor~ndum before submitting it to Judge 
Rosenman. Your calling upon both ,~entlemen, and covering t he Sa!Ile 
.;round, simply cre~tos an impossi!1le situation. fihet!:er it is 
advisable or not to send friends to seo the President is certainly 
a ::aa.tter -:,hicb. you should not have raised with Judge Rosenn:w. without 
consulting me; nor for th~t mtter, some otner things. 

I am afraid, :n.1 1 0 .r Dr. Goldmann, that I shall ha.ve to 1:lri~ 
ti1s entirs matter up 1:Bfvre ,1 ncoting of ti1e &lergency C01mcil. I 
had hoped t::i avoid t.r:.o :.lll~lea::;antne::,s -.,;hich it '.'fould cause. But 
cleal .. ly thtL~":l ct:illnot. he t wo inds;>endent ;>olitical burei.i.US '.:orking 
for ?alest!.ne in t. e United J:.· tas, cmd I do not inten~'i. t.>: .. t you 
s··,ould unih. te!':..11:r ~refine t '-.o r ~".:lpe t:u1d authority of ;, :;ur f.n:ct ionin,;. 

I a!E sendin5 •. coJy :,f t· :.s l 0 tte_· to Mro •,;eis6c.\l b.H::i to 
.r. ,.:ontor ·:::-:.o attended ur ::-.ooth.u in ,•1...ahini::>ton ·.:J!,en <i~ I believed 

.:;e !lad rcacr.cd a w,rkin;; t.rrango_,ent. 

AHS:BK 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 

77, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, 

W.C.1. 

8th November, 1944 . 

c/o Jovrish Agency for Palestine ("if 1.shington Office), 
1720 Sixteenth Street l T, 
'{ASrINGTON, D.C. 

My dear Silver, 

I sent you a letter yesterday through the Eribassy, with an 
account of my interview with the Prime ·nister. You will no doubt 
receive it in due course - but I am enclosing a copy herewith which 
may possibly reach you sooner • 

. 
Since dictating tl-iat latter, we have received the terrible 

ne...,rs of the assassination of Lord l\oyne. fhere is very little doubt 
in my mind at present that this foul murder was comrr:itted by the sam~ 
gang responsible for the outbreaks of terrorist acts in the last year 
or so. I need scarcely tell you what a most dreadful blow it is. It 
is just catastrophic. I can only hope that the efforts which the 
Yishuv is ma.king to stamp out this gang will prove successful, though 
I know all the difficulties and dangers which they themselves are facing 
- and am glad that I shall very soon be sharing them . I hope you will 
do all you can to lend your moral support, and that of the American 
Jewish Community, in this struggle against our internal enemies. 'f 

There is little to add to wiia t I said in my earlier letter, 
except to emphasise once again that unless we do our utmost to put an 
end to this criminal gangsterism (I lmow that success may not always 

/depend 



r 

depend entirely on us), I see very little hope of achieving any positive 
results from our negotiations. 

~~tr~#· 
_l....lea::v:e for Eal.es ti...n& .this time 1;vi-th a verv heaVJ heart, but 

I am sure that your prayers will follow ~us. 

iHth kind.est regards, I am 
As ever, _...-

You-~ .~, 
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7th lovembor, 194 4. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
J ish ency for Palestine ( a hington Office), 
1720 Sixteenth Str et NW, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

y dear Friend, 

you ay know, I shall be leavi in a very few days or 
Palestine. Before leaving, I have been t wing my best to ascertain 
so thi of our po ition. This h d b con1e all the more neoes,sary 

a all ort of rumour are cirou ing, pa.r .... icula.rJ y i'rom NZO quar-
ter, ich see to hav all the ·nside kno ledge. I therefore 

s ~ad th secretariat t 10 o mi (!tr et hether there was any pos­
sibility of my seein the Prime inister before I left. To my great 
s tis1 otion I recei alr ady fro~ osco, an in imation that the 
Prime •ini ter o d 1? r see l!l8 on is r~ ti1 rn to London. The 
interview t ok r; er y C 

nd I 
the Prine inistnr, 

lly ~or~ of a con• 
verse. 

inute 
-
d 

1 pr get a 
ea of tho 

sa. lient poi .., s: 

1 

l) er is o c:!'inite d cj•;.:.oa a" yet, inn• will be 
decided I til th,e , .. r · 'h G,..rman:,r is over o 11 the ru-
mours you hear bout it re 1,i ou t l i 0 htest foundation. I 
bel. ve e still about ix onth~ in fr◊nt of us. 

j 

2) T' Pri."l!e ini.:,t r emphasLet v ··y ~trori...gly t a America oug .t 

I 
to ta :e hand in. the so' ut · on f · ! rohl~: ·.t ould make eve.ry-
th.ing muoh easier. He rsp a.~ y a'd tha.t h ... ~·e 'r have a great • 
m ny opponents t our policy, parvio 1 rly among 10 Tories and the 
milit ry peopl , so thaG h had ometimcs ~ fjJz;.ht a. lo~ T>at'tl~ 
But he added t t stch oppoci .... ion usu lly only hardened is heart. 
I oointed ou t i-m tat tl;io a o oppose s rote same elements 
who have lways opposed him - d he f 1lly ~reed . lte also add d 
that e had many goo friE..n4s nnd Liberal ps -
bu ap re tb f'or 1irn thei:- • i ' t the 
Tory o_~i~. p t i • rn to e-

ther 
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
New York Office: SUITE 708, 41 EAST 42ND ST., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. • M1..irray Hill 2-5967 

W ashingto11 Office 
1 720 SIXTEENTH ST., N. W. 

l\llchigan 4480 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 9, 1943 

I have your letter of November 5th. To begin with, I should 
like to put you straight on the facts. 

I met with Judge Rosenman last week for the purpose of se­
curing his help in connection with illY priority for Palestine. He 
had offered s~ch help some time ago. When we met, however, he was 
anxious to discuss some of our problems, which we did. I do not 
see what possible harm was done by discussing them nor how I could 
avoid such discussion, once the issue was raised by him. If I had 
thought that this was 11 unilateral 11 activity, I would not report 
thereon nor would I send you a minute of the conversation. Such 
mutual information, I think, ought t~ be considered quite useful. 

As for Congressman Bloom, I told you that he had asked me 
to give him a draft of a memorandum which he desired to submit, in 
his 01tm na.me, to the son of Ibn Saud. You will recall tha.t I had 
discussed this with you and you had agreed that it would be useful. 
Ibn Saud1 s son was in Washington last week arid is about to leave 
for London. It was therefore deemed urgent that the draft be given 
to Mr. Bloom. The memorandum itself '\-:as prepared by Mr. Lourie and 
corrected by you. 

So much for the facts. 

Since you have raised the question, I think it would be 
useful to have some clarity on the subject. You seem to be under 
the impression that every conversation in Washington constitutes a 
state affair. I think that everyone of vs, having developed friend­
ships and acquaintancee in Washington, should endeavor, as often as 
they can get access, to meet with these people. even if Zionism is not 
always the subject of discussion. The fault, I am afraid, ls not 
that these people are seen too often, but too little. Their memories 
are not very enduring. It is quite another matter when these people 
are met officially for some specific purpose resulting from previous 
ciscussion and decision of our committee when it is definitely de­
termined who should be seen and by whom. In the latter category, I 
am afraid, that your visit to Lord Halifax is a case in point. Such 

.; 
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an a.ud.ience certainly should have been discussed in aG.v&.nce ai.6 
0.eterntined upon. .I arr. no~ questioni!1g the wisdom of seein6 him 
alone although I venture to say that you shJ1.,..ld h£n.re given con­
sideretion to the continuity of our association with him both on 
the pa.rt of Dr. Wise and myself. But certainly, whatever the de­
cision, it shoulct have been taken in advance a.nd in conoul tat ion 
with us. 

There is another difficulty which is inherent in the long 
intervals between your visit to New York and Washington. It is a 
very serious problem anJ the sooner you will face it, the better 
it will be for all of us and the less friction there is likely to 
be. It is not a question of 11 jurisdiction11 or 1n keeping with 
arrangements. For my part, I am scrupulously trying to avoid any­
thing that might give the impression of 11 independent 11 action. 
Everything I do or say is part of the record before and after the 
event. With the best of good will, it is not possible everytime 
a situation arises to phone to Cleveland to ascertain your views 
on the subject. 

I do not want to prolong this letter unnecessarily. But 
if we had ad.hered. to the arrangements of meeting at least once 
every two weeks (and that is very little) to outline a program of 
action such a situation would not arise. Even then it may be ne­
cessary for you or Dr. Wise or myself to ~epart occasi6nally from 
the course of action decided upon if the exigencies of the moment 
~equire it. There must be sufficient mutual confidence to realize 
that none of us is 11 nm·'1ing" to see people just for the pleasure of 
seeing them. 

I have no objection to your bringing up the matter before 
the ::Executive Co.nmittee althoag,h I fs_:tl to see wh8t useful purpose 
it will serve. We have problems far more serlous than this seeming 

, '' ~urlsdictional dispute. 11 I sufs.:~,est, that as arranged, you, Wise, 
Lipsky, Montor, Welsgal and I meet next l½.or-11.fay worn:Lng to thrash 
this busi:i.ess out. If we cannot find a rnodt...s satisfactory to aJJ.J 
'.)f course, there is no other alternati•,re than submitting the whole 
question to the Executive Co:nmittee. I pereo:1alj_s v.·ould. regard it 
very regrettable. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Messrs. Montor and 
iveisgal. ~ 

With kind regaras, 
s1n

1
~erely 1' yoUTs, 

_, ✓\_ v-1- J) ~ \ 
Nahum Goldmann-) . 
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Ur. Barry L. Shapiro 
JJDSrioan Zionist Emargenoy Counoil 
342 llladiaon Avenuo 
:traw York l.7., H. Y. · 

Dear Mr. Shapiro: 

I 
61 East 95+.h S+.raet. 
1lew Yorlt,281 New York 
Rovamber 9,194'1. 

rra· Hirschman' e B.eao-t:iona ... 

':he following obvervationa we~ oonvqed to me +6ni gh.+, tsy- a ve-q ... 
brilliant: and oapable 1"0U?l8' journal.iat· wbo is alao a verr enf.husiaa-t:io Zionist 
(Le.borl+e) and who, quH~e ecotdental~, 8J)en+. savera1 cuqa a+. a resort where 
! ra Hirschman happened ¼o e•~• . 

. _ ~ Obvi~iisq_, +he ~mprea~-rons r~prodmed bel~ are ra•hai ~oh§'. 
} .. sy a"-ema+:f.o quas+ oner, no doub+, ' 'W.!luld hav~ been ·~n a posi.~.:f.on +:o elt'oi+. 
io110W~t more de+:a~lad a:iid det1n~+e ~o~n+s. H<fflner, ~•lie ·pai-+.y- who l ~st-ened 
-to IPrAabEn who seemed- +:o be ver:, "'s+eaaod up" a'bou+ +h'ngs Ne~ Earrarn ~-• 
no ski lled poli+t cal t n+er,v;_ner. · 

Under +he· o'i rotmS•ames, -r wi.sh +.o convey +.ha foll.awing +.o you whioh 
JDe3" be of slgnif ·oame i.n .. a.J\t pon•a.ots wh i.oh 70u ·iiay have wt -th Hirsohman in +lie 
near t'u+.ure. I mip.+. add that :th e 7 ~ journalist who conveyed +hese poi n+:s 'to . 
ma 111 in +he eaploy- of a na.+.ional Jfifwrf ah or~i.aat.ion. It goes wi-t:llou+: aa.vill6r 
+hat I oanno+. ass-ume 8JJ:3" respouibiliey tor tJie aoc-uraoy of +.his information. 
til.raobman's Feoli.Dga and Experienoea: 

l.) 'l i+h he Brit ish 

, - liirsclman all.egedq stated t.hat. t.here 6.1"e unq'Uastionabq JDall¥-1>•1"SOna 
1n t he l3ri-t:ish s arvioea in "'ho Near and Middle East who have a ainoere intent.ion 
of aiding +he Jews; bu+ 'f'heu sen:•~iaanta end aot.ions; he is alleaed 'f:o have · olatmed 
are 'being more -t.haD nullified by- ~he oamarilla of detC'lllined Jew-bait.as and en+i• 
Zionia+:s who are hell,bent_on undoing_Ierae~• } ... ' 

... .,In euppor-t: of •h!'s con+.~n+i~n. Hirsohman oifed an- inoidan.t involvll'lg' ' 
+lie British Embassy in Ankara. '.t'h.e case involved · 'the fa+e of +h:iee-hundred Jei,a 
in Boumariia who·oould have 'been reaoued by r'endaring available t he corroaponding 
number of Pales+: in• !mmi gra+{on Car+~ t oa.+.ea. 'lhe Br°' i;iah .Ambassador in Turkay-
dan!ed having emh aert,(_f'l oa4:•s aJ1d professed iporanoe as i-O who aigh.+. bava 8UOh. -
car+.·f'.ioa.•is1 &o. '!:h.;s led H~1"Sclun.a.nn to p:rooeed +,o .. Te1'W3ala. am moki a personal 
repreeon•a+i on •o +he Goyornmn+ of 'Pales+ t na. Th.ere, ha wa s lold +.ha+: i'.hese oar-
• · tiea+.es were no l onger-•heM and had. ,,liaan d: ap,.+ohed as aus+.omar., +o ~ +.i sb. 

, ageno i es en+rus-t:ed wi •h +h e 1 r t ssua.nae +o -;-apJl' oan+ s for ~Jmii.gra-t:1.oii i'isas. -Htraoh­
maim r +urned +.o Anlcam and f t nal.q was "HJJ)Qd-o'tf" abou+. +he iden:H+.7 of, +m 
Embassy- otf!o i.al f'.hai-e ·.:n whose- hand.a -t:heee oit1':i f i.oa+.ea alle,redq were. -_,rhat man.1 
in +urfl.1 allepdq wa s- ot anti-J8'111sh i.mlina+:iou. Hs a da~_t.+.ed lloldi ng t.hose- cEmi-a 
1- .; fica+.ea whl oh were stacked aw03 Hi a md: desk drawu-. E.!Zanbmann, su.bsequan+:)3, 
:en-t: +.o see. t.he British .Ambassador who insisted that -tlls ~ was bo+h -lnoredibla 

and. - impoasibls ~ phoned tor i".he ·atore-man-f:ioned , off'ioia.J..; !tlla lat-t.er, af+:ar aomi 
.ini-t:ial and unsuccasstul hedging f1ns.ll¥ admi:f;t.ed · hglding 't.hase oer+.ificateal Ifl. +.ho 
course of filrscbrnenn• s represen+.a tions; and in,rest1"at.ions leadiilg' +o - .,.he "looation" 
of' +.ha Paleatin••·111migl.-atiOn oar-t:i tioatea, a period of appraxima:teq -t'.Jlraa mn+ha 
elnt,sed, the moat tl.U'bulant period of Oarman and .An+.onaaou terror in .i.-.011DWllia and 
what: lt. tmp1ied for Roumanian J e'fl%'3"• 

- . In Cairo, :E.i:r. 1-Iirsohroonn, con+.raJ7 +o amrioe exi-..eJld,ed b7 -t-he u.s • . Aa­
bas sad.o:r +ha11e, bu+ in implemen+a+.i~n of ins+~'10t.ions tro.m Wash.~on, -H:hr » ~ 
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called upon Lord Moyna, +he lata Bri•isb. Cab11let Iilnister P.eaiden:t.- in. 'tbs-Beer F.ar. 
A+. -t-.hii uooasion, Iti.rsobxaann had a rat:her bit.tar tal.1~ ou,.. with +lw la"':ter. Jliy" iD­
fo~mant-did no+ ga-t-her from Uirsnhm~nff's rEDarks wha+. +he case, involved waa.-Howeve~, 
+.hough t.hi,s poin"" was no+ pressed by +-hG intorman+., Hirschmann alleged}t a+ated ~hat· 
ha regardad ];'!Dyna as-one oJ +he mos+ dangerous anemtes +he .tffs had and-ns ... a diploma:t. 
infinit.0]3 S"~pe~ior +o 81\V' v.s. diploms.+io represen+.at.ive sla+.ioned in +ha~ region. 

. (Unless I am m:i staltan, i"he u.s. en~ +:o-Egyp ... ia Kirk., fo:t'merly wi+h +he 
Ameriaan-~aasy- in .vtoq. K-'.rk is regarded as ,a ra+her med:loore peraon.) . 

2) v.rt +h •he Russ" 8llS 

Aecord:t.nt +o iiu .... .;nf'ot"man"'", H~rsnbmann made H : hls bustness +,0, l .; s*.en +o +:he 
Rusai.aiis • . V:i+h :respao+ · +o r~ales+ .; nfl and Z~e>n.; sa, aooordtng ~o TI1¥ lnto:mari":1 Htrabb.-

• man-ga+hired froia h t s eonvEn-sa+ · ons w +h ~ha Russta.ns +ha~ +.bq riga.rdid -+he Wear 
East: as •heir :f'u.+'1ro-aphere of i,n~lueme. I-f. would be •.n +:hi{':r i.n+eres<f +.o ma.i.n-+:ain 
+ he ] a~ Eas+. rn a a+ a+.e of dapendem7 111a tn+.a · ned by- a pol;~-i.oal e+:r1.JOtura ot triend-
1;9- disposed sa+:ell~+es aktn +o i"ha Sov'i et.s' relations wi+.Ji the mw Czaoh.o:Jloia.ltia. A 
J e, i ah a+:ata would no+ tit in+o +.his sohel!IS and would be no'!,hiJJS bu~ an irri t,ant_ . 

Upon his roturn, liiroolu:iann waa aaltod t:o convey his impressions +o the Near 
Eastern seo+.ion' s persol.Ul&l-whioh he did in t.he oourso of a two-hou...-talk. 

liirsohZJann aaid thatf in .his oplllion1 't'Jls paramount d1'f:7 i'acizlg us is +.o do 
a. good-job· of oonvinciug k3+.a.te epar+ment and o+h81' key gova1'Zll1tm't: elemeirt:s of +.he , 
i.dan:t:it.y of /-anarioan and Jewish intar~st. in -the Near' East .. 

4) Zionie-+: Poli+.ioal _Proa1>eO't.a . 

As +he rasul+ of his mtseion +.o ~a, HirstJbmenn ts oonvinoed +hat. -the 
. Colvnial Office i nfluenoe ts· still suttio!ent.q fo:i,nidable +o aooompliah a-main­
+.enanoe of +he r,resen+. a•a.+us quo and ~ha't. onq u~s. pres.sure upon +ho Bri+ish can 
ach~ove a. change ' of policy,. Th.i i, in ttn-n,· lie regards ai being largeq dapenden+.. -
on ak".llful :personal li at son w-= +h a:ppropri o,+e· gc>ver}'.llllen+. :peraoniiel and sgeno ies \ Db 
\ihich ta-fair~ •l!ll!lUM +o publ•o pressure., &o. and ~ e ,ml:!kely +o beoome responsive 
+o +radi+.i.onal ~;on· s+ pleas, remonir.ranoes,. &a. 6f' ... he +.!'ad:t+ional oharaoter. 

\ 

- - - . ... 

lilraohman in~ands +.o write a book on- tlie t.lu?lBS ha-heard and saw. iib.a jro'blim 
will be to get a clearance for it :f.rom +he St.a:t:e Department., Ile saams +.o be ·op+.imiat.­
io in +.his reapaot. 

- lii.racllmann, aooordi~ t o my friond, ilaa bmlenseq impressed and &;>wd by- · 
PalE:HJ+.ine Javn::, t-'ill.d s6t3l4S t:o have beuome a oonvinoed Zionist., ·wi+h all i',he failingi 
of a ne,11-v won oonvart. liLrr,eve:r, ha ii sever~ orit.ioal oi and aoJrWWha+. a11t:a,gonirrt.io 
to the rag'lll.ar Zionist.a. I asl:3wae tha+. +his is due +o his •original as !iooiat:ion wi +h 
+ ha Berg-son orowda 

... ... - -- ... ... 
.'Jay I re-!+:a:ra.+e, fn · oonolusion, +ha+. I . eubmi+. all +his wi+h ras<n"vations, 

as l)rev:i oual,y- a+ ated. . 
CC: Rabbi A.H. s-~1verYc1~eumd~O,._ ✓ 

llr.Emanuel N9U1EDn:,,Naw York, U.Y,. 

Co:rdifl.].13" you:rs 
.... ' 

Franz J. Ka;t-:_._, 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL • 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. • WASHINGTON 9
1 

D. C. 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM Mr. Leo R. Sack DATE: November 9, 1944 

TO: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

SUBJECT: 

Attached herewith is a list of the members of the Foreign 
Relations Committee of the Senate. Of tne above list, Senators 
Robert R. Reynolds of North Qa.rolina., G~ M. Gillette of Iowa, 
Bennett Champ Clark of Missouri, Democrats; Gerald P. Nye of North 
Dakota, James J. Davis of Pennsylvania will not be members of the 
next Congress. 

Attached hereWith is the membership of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. Of the above members, Representatives Howard 
J. McMllrray of Wisconsin, J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, and 
James A. Wright of Pennsylvania, Democrats; Foster Stearns of New 
Hampshire, Andrew c. Schiffler of West Virginia, Republicans, will 
not be members of the next Congress. 

Mr. Fulbright, as you recall, bas been elected to the 
Senate. 

It is tragic but true that Representatives Wright of Penn­
sylvania, and Compton of Connecticut, the sponsors of our Resolution 
in the House, have been defeated. 

LRS:sbr 
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Mr. Arthur Lourie 
299 Riversi1e Drive 
New York, R.Y. 

lly dear · • Lourie & 

Novamber 10~ 19" 

In getting up the letter hich is to be sent to Judge othenberg 
and Ju1.ge Rosenblatt by Dr. i,ise mid myself', the follow items l!!D.Y 
be of help to you. The letter should cover the high points und should 
be bout two p bes long. 

l'ie tmderstand th t a joint meeting of t.lie committees of t.he 
Keren la.yesod and the K .. en Kayomet is scheduled this waek to act on 
the budget o t..~e Emergency ounci • ie reg.rat that e caunot attend in 
person to present our b get and o explain it. The oudget &a aubaltted 
by tbt;: chainaan f i., 1 · ~\;,. t Comm.:t tea of oo erg oy ~ouncil, • 
Charles Ro!lenbloolil., a iw meet· s oo e telaber "4~ and w s unanimously 
approved. The bud~et ell s closely tac ct....tal ox~nditures of the 
Emer6ency Council fr t - laJt f~Jca Jc nd ·kes no roviaiona for 
unforseen c;:mtingcndas 1ch rai t •ise a.ua .... ch robably will arise. 
It is a minin m bud.;et f r the job which s ould Ce done durinu the coming· 
ye r, hich will be vhe decisive ye...r for our mov ment. The following 
facts relative to a.u- pol tical activities £oz· the c ming year should be 
borne in m:!.nd. 

l) The ;luJe _aper 1~ ctlll inf ce. ~ones decision on Palestine 
has been annOW1ced. The l·test informu.tion froa e .5 te Department is 
that no decision. h s as Jet been reac. ed. e.";"a::-ything i still in a state 
of flux and anything mi ht ha.9:-en to our move ent between now and the 
t e hen t .:1. final decision will be announced. ·r. Bernard Joseph at 
the meeting, last night, pleaded ith as in t.e ruu::e of the Palestine 
Executive, to continue intensively -our fi ht ng t the • hite Paper. 

\ 

2) Favorable action on the Palestine ReBolutions in Congress has not 
yet been taken1 If .. e et t.~e reen light soon fro.m the State Department, 
it will re uire intonai ve a.cti vi ty on the part of the Emergency Council 
d•1rin..., the onths of !Jovember and Dece:aber t•:> put t.1e resolutions across. 
If we do not proceed now, and we decide t J re-introduce the resolutions in the 
New Congress, it will necessitate a renewed intensified activity early next 
year. It would be a serious politic l defeat tor us if lifter all the focusing 
of public o~inion on these resolutions both here am broad, Co reaa fails 
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tot ke action on them. 

3) Org hi .ed o ~osition to Ot.lr movement is growi in the United 
~tates in spite of the extraordinary success which we h ve had in 
political circles. Arab propa anda is becoming increasingly active in 
our country. An Arab drive against Zionism will be la.Wlched on 
November 25 at the conf ence which 1a to be held in Ne York to ~hich 
Arabs of the United St:1tes and of Canada have been invited. ,~n rab 

1 
Inform tion Bureo.u is being set up. Hitti, Malouf, Rihbany and al-Kahtib 
are members or an ctiona Committee whioh is aided by certain individuals 
attached to the ~ab States• 1 inistries and Delegations in ,1a$hin ton, 
and is becoodng extremely active, working indirectly through numerous 
Americ~ roupa !illd institutions not friendly to us. 

4) The British &re carryino on a verj¾ctive and skillful propaganda 
aga.inst ua in the United States. Onfavorab ~ rticles such as those •hich• 
appeared recently 1n the Readers' "Literary i estn, 11Pertinax" in the 
New York Tiulest articles in the Chriatian Jcience Monitor, radio broad­
casts from Cairo, etc. etc., ,·hen t.ra.ced down, all seem to hava b'J.t one 
one origin. 

5) Aver disconc~rting factor in the si~uation is the incrvasingly 
negative and even h0$t1l attitude of power.f'ul Protestant Christisn 
Church cirales to our mov~nent. Tho lad rs be nd thia op.osition are 
graduates or tha ~ir t Univ-.'sit :hi.ch is f99:; ot oriio ot ->at ot 
the bitter a.r.ti.Zlonis the ·iddlo st. The rec .t Bulletin 
published bJ the De?lt'~ t r Rc:.e ... rch d - ' c ... tion, cf the Federal 
Council of Churel.es of C,.rist in • eric ... , sent to tans of thousands ot 
Christian cl .r· ~ -n in t:..10 itcd St...t._,::., 1 distinctly harmf'ul to 
our ca.ase anr.l 'O.lld h vo been ~lto""ctl _rr -vicious !'ad \ e not had confer­
ences witl\ the r resontat.:ve,s or t. ~ fEY.1er..a.l Coanc l ior t~ the 
public tr'on of this Bulletin. As you k:no.i.,- the "Christian Century" has 
baen s9 ing 4t us -uito regular_·. T e a1l · . r to co•mto thia 
propa.:; •pda is t.) 1.tensifJ ur actlviti s t .-:>UJh our "'o.::muttee on 
Chris~ Clcru~ n anc t} c Amertc~n. · c~ ttee. •e h~ve only 
scra~f~d i:.ho surface here. ie b:..ve c nc -r.tra.tcl, ·ring t :. year, 
on ~tical. circles because this was an el9 ti::>n ur and t ottered 
us , r,te opl.>.ortWli ty. But t.: a electi.,n 1s overt I.::' \Ye aro to win 
ov~ atld hold At,lerico.n public opinion during t.o ~ominJ er tic l months, 
wel mus,t do far J11ore t. .. we h ... ve done, and th ·t Qllledi tel , a ong 
clurch1 5r9Ups , lak- e organized Christian bodies, coll ue u ed ca.ti nal 
Jircles, ,tc. etc. 

! j • 

The 1wo -meet1 s held under t e auspices of tno Am ric n Palestine 
CommittaQ and the .Committee on Chi•i3tian '-'lergymen in Philadelphia and 

J in Washi/lgton during the past oar did ore for our mavement than a dozen 

/
1/ Zionist., meetings under Jewish auspices. During the cOlling y ar we s ould 

hold et ht or ten such .regional meetin s. lour have already been 
) sched~led. Each one of these meetings, by the way, cost about $10,000. 

I 
I 

/ 5) Another area which must be more intensively cultiwtad is th• 
/ 



Mr. Lourie 

fielrl o£ Americ~n magazines and periodicals where unfortun tely •• 
h4ve made very little h• a.dway in all these years. Hardly a p.ro-
Zionist ,rticle ever maJCes its appearance in an im,?ortant magazine of the 
type or the Atlantic Monthly. Ho.stile articles do, however, appear quite 
fre;uently. Neitr.er in the popular m azinoa nor in the "intellectual• 
magazines have e had ou.r case resented properly. 

7) We have built up, during the past yaar, a series of illportant 
de;>artments hich are just etting into their stride. Any o.2rta_llme-nt 
in the budget will mean the dismissal of some or T..i.:i..-- most valuable 
p2rsonnel and the crippling of ctivitisa. W,refar to such 
indispensable departments a.a our Researc.}i Department, headed by D:r. 
Berkson, which is rondering invaluablG 3Grvice by way of presentation 
of the nwnarous vital memoranda wnich ·e re Balled upon to submit to 
goverxtn")nt and 1Jt, 1tr circleo aonstw tly nd ;,Lich provide a l ot our 
dep~tments ·tith tllil factuul l!.nd scientific data up~n ~~ich t~ build 
our educational c!.lmpai.,'ll a.nJ t fight our cppoa:tion. 

The scope t our Publicutiono Dopartnent should be -.Xpanded . ie 
have published during the year numerous tracts, pamphlets and brochures 
as well aa the hig ly important volume "PalestL,e und the United Statas." 
Fr~o!late · n• s "Juntice To :.t· eoplen ( t,:, bs issued in tho next aek 
or two) and the taont} ly wa zine, "Pu:13stin • " • Et have subsidized number 
of other Zion.is t boo ·s sue ~s Lo oru iu:' s "T 4e L~'ld of ?r01.tiae •" ( ex_pl:i.nd) 

8) This is not g&r in ., .... _ch :o fore""' ~ c;.u-taill ent of our 
political ac ivitieo b.l, a r~duction in t. e bUJ;get. o not mo11 of a 
single i.0por-rent Zionis4.. bod or Ji.::w1sn urg-AI2izat1on generally that is 
c~iling ,its L:.ctivities 01· i.ts ·n .. "1Jet. Certainly our political work 
which should be •eared to -ts maximum po·;:ei~ affoctivenass during 
the twelve months a.head should not oa harmfully dismantled by false 
econ~mJ. Iu passing, h, mi 0 ht be m tioned that t Be son group, b. 
its oon ... run· s i ... n., ·ollscted and -"'om, dar.ing tne p&,;,t t.i o ;re ... ra, nearly 
a millloti doll r - a sum f .... r ll.tr or tn 'l.S s..xmt b., the imergency 
Council re re~ent.1.ng all the politic l activi~ies of all the org~nlzed 
Zion ... s t h~i "'S .in .tuner le duri."lg tho pc.st two yc~rs. 

I 

· 9) It should &lso be b~rne in mind th t t! e .:.ncom or the .eran 
Hayesod· and th~ Keren Ke.yemeth for this yec-..r is fll.r in exceas of its 
1:ncane during the past year. The bad.bet hich the Enter enc Council 
submits is the sume as last eB.r, thus calling for a :,hurply reduced 
percentage allocution from the funds. 

10) le should ulso 1-e uost the acccpuu-.c.:e 
entire year . The ~er..,ency Council cunnot oporute on a ... rtial budget 
from hand to mouth as 1t ,\ere. It must plan its activiti s f r ahead. 1'he 
prinoip l oen on our personnel ct.m not be employed on a month to month 
basis. · They have their own careers to think about. e are o;,erating on 
an economicul basie with a full realization of our responsibilities tOii rds 
the expenditure of public funds - fw1ds, which by the way we all have 
a rumd in raising. 



I 
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Mr. Lourie -4- 11-10-44 

Approval of this budget is alre~dy long over-due as the 
fiscal year of the Emergency Council begins on October 15. ~e 
strongly urge prompt and f~vorableaction on the budget so as to enable 
our movement to carry on on the political scene with maximum efficiency 
and we hope success during the coming year. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

~ost cordially yo~rs, 

AHS:BK 



lir.:. 2ri : .. f'J. :_ i ·_1r:.ist ~.---(.;r_..e C!~,- CotLL:!il 
41 Es.st, ~:.:.:d 0t. 
Nm1 Y.or •. , i:i .Y. 

Nove~ber 10, : _43 

J:'er_ ... l t --~c t o c-;.~ .:-:no: .L. 3r!-:.,~.! t ::~: r e~ei_J t of / our 1-~t tar 
of J!ov 9;~.~•cr ~ . I s fl ,)'J _: ... li '.:~ t,) St.~~ .. . :)u str a i1.:.__.;1 t on a fe;_v facts . 

I f ~ ou ·•~ ill ~0!1s1.1l t :,,r Yur c~. l e r1d ur , ~·vu. ·~~·i ~ 1_ find t::~ t 
::ee t ::.:~5 s of t j1e -'.:.i.e ~4 ,_, enc;r Co!Jdit t c. e h,~ ve been h eid reguLrly as ::.5 r eed 
u;ion, everj' f i rst. .. ;-id third : ;~m:;aj" . The only dev.:.o. tion from tie 
practise -:-;£.s :::on-::...:y , !fove.lib er- 1 , ·Ni en no mcetin:.,; Wc...S :,eld because 
a s;iec i,:.l :-i:eetini of t::.8 Emer_,ei:cy Committee •;: s held five days _;rior 
to t hat tine, on · .. edne sctay , 1..1ct ober 27, :,,.t which time we discussed 
the action :)f t :1e A:112ri ca.n Jewish Co!ii.:!littee. 

Fur t hermore, I should likB to remi..'ld :i·ou that wnile it is 
not ;JOSSi ble ev ·:r : time a s i tu .1tion arises, to phone Cleveland to 
ascerta in my views, J'J'J :-1~!ven' t b ~en ,:..rticulu.rly burdened :·:ith such long 
distW1ce convers ·. t ions to my bes t knowled6e. Nor is it necessary. 
You can alwc-..ys :::ont :-ct .,.r. 2iontor -,,:10 is in d ily c :-mmunics. tion i.7i th me, 
and s o::netimes t :---o and t hree times a day . All t ::.a t I w.:mt is t hat ·:1e h,A ve 
a cen tra l cle:.,ring house fo r contaets r1 :1ich ,cembers of our Emer-6e11cy 
Council n~ :-:e ·.; ~ th ;,ublic of fi:.: i .:.ls in ,ia s hington so th~t :7e know 
..,eforehand · ¥tho c oes t o see ,,hom , u11c~ .hy . 

As -t, -.; t he ;nc..t ter c.:· my vis it to Lord 1iulif[u(, over wn :.ch 
you Seew t -:::i be exorcised , G'1d ex:->rcising others, L will have o~cas ion 
to s .Jeak of 1 t .,,-;, en we -,eet r. oxt : .. cr:cLy . 

nES :BK 



WALTER F. G'EORGE, QA., CHAtltMAN 

DAVID I. WALSH, MASS. ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, JR., WIS. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH. 
TOM CONNALLY. TEX. JAMES J. DAVIS, PA. 
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N. C. H'ENRY CAIIOT LODGE, JR., MASS. 
BENNElT CHAMP CLARK, MO. JOHN A. DANAHER, CONN. 
HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA. ROBERT A. TAFT, OHIO 
PETER G. GERRY, R, J. JOHN THOMAS, IDAHO 
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA. HUGH A, BUTLER, NEBR. 
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. EUGENE O. MILLIKIN, COLO. COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
GEORGE L. RADCLIFFE, MD. 
SCO'JT W. LUCAS, ILL. 

CHRISTIE S. KENNEDY, CLERK November 11, 1944. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Silver., 

Now that the election is over, I wish to 
thank you again for your very kind assistance, particularly 
in the speech which you made to the Zionist meeting in 
Cleveland and the quotation which was used in Jewish 
newspapers throughout the state. I have no doubt that it 
had a substantial effect., and this was a year in which I 
needed all possible assistance. 

I have had to delay my return to Washington 
until Thursday, but I hope we can proceed with the 
Palestine Resolution immediately. 

Please call me if you hear anything which I 
should know about. 

With kindest regards, I am 

S/,?'rely yours,r7 

tflf'L___~~.,-
RT :C.J Robert A. Taft. 
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Dr. F lix A. Levy 
anuel n r tion 

710 Bucldn Pl e 
Chic 1?0 13, Illinois 

i 
a. 
on 

de rF 1ixt 

copy o my 
at the COnv tion 

tl 1c City. 

Tho Z oniat 1 "-CM.••...._"6 critical s • 
Historic deo e ade. I should like 
to give to and str · I have. · 
It roul.d not r to e - ev it it were e 

le Board end ~ e Alumni - for anyone to take over 
tho.t st mid ot i e to it co plete d un vid d 
oppli • 

To Dtl' best knowl e you re still m er or the Co ttee 
o Relief d bVfll io • 

1 all ood she, I 

oat cordially yours, 
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AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
1720-16th Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C. • MI 4480 

NEW YORK OFFICE: 
41 East 42 Stroot 
New York, N. Y. MUrray Hill 2-491 7 

FOR IMMEDIATE ~ 

CHRISTI.Alf LEADE:RS TO MEET IN CHICAGO FOR C01n1EF.ENCE ON PALESTINE 

A Regional Conference on Palestine, at which non-Jewish leaders of public 

opinion will discuss the Palestine question and formulate a program to aid the 

development of the Je iish National Home, will be hold on Tuesday, lfovember 21, a.t 

the Stevens Hotel in Chicago. This was announced today by Dr. Howard M. LeSourd, 

director of the Americcn Palestine Committee. 

The Conference is being sponsored by the Christian Council on Palestine and 

the American Palestine Com.1:1i ttce, in cooperation with the .American J'ea_eration of 

Labor, the Congress of Industrial Organizations, the Free World Association, the 

Unitaria..~ Fellowship for Socie~ Justice and the United Christian Council for 

Democracy. 

Speakers at the Oonference 1 s two sessions will include Dr. Carl J. Friedrich. 

Harvard University; Rabbi Solomon Goldme.n, Congregation .Ansho Emot, Chic&go; Dr. 

LeSourd; Dr. A. William Loos, Chica{;o Church Federation; Dr. Francis E. Hclfahon, 

University of Chicago; Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Theological Seminary; Col. Albert 

A. Sprague, Chicago business and civic leader; Dr. Carl HermarL~ Voss, Executive 

Secretary, Christian 001mcil on Palestine, and Williar:i :B. Ziff, author and publisher. 

The Anericc..~ Palestine Comnittee, which is headed by Senator Robert F. 

W8€ller of New York, is the vehicle for the expression of the sympathy and good will 

of Christian America for the movement to re-establish the Jewish National Home in 

Palestine. 260 Members of Congress, 26 Governors, as well as 011tstanding leaders 

in the fields of etucation, journalism, radio, industry, commerce and labor, are 

inclnded among the Committee 1s more than 4,000 members. 

The Christian Council on Palestine is headed by Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, and 

represents 2,000 Christian ministers ru1d religious educators. 

,¥,121 - ll/13/ 44 --30--



Dr. Stephen S. ise 
40 'est 68th Street 
Hew York, N.Y. 

My dear Dr. 1fise1 

• 

November 15, 1944 

After you have read Dr. ieizmann•s letter and thought thro-qgh 
his recoamendations, you ma:> sh to call me up or give me your 
reao.iions in writing. There is a meeting of our Committee in New 
York next Tuesday. We might wish to discuaa the contenta of these 
letters before the afternoon meeting of the Executive. 

Have you any suggestions as to the beat methods of reaching 
Mr. Baruch? I think an interview with hi.a is imperative, Q.Ild long 
over-due. ho are the best )eople te> ait don with bim and talk · 
.over tte mole aubJect, I have never met llr. Baruch, and I should 
be very happy to join one or t o or three people to diacu.ss the 
subject nth him. Ie llorgentbau the- man t Mlce the contact !or 
us? Or Frankfurter? Weizmann has written about Baruch before, 
and Churchill's concern with Baruch•s opinion on the subject or 
Zioniaa. 

1th reference to our Congressional Reaolutions - if the 
objection is only pressure of time, then we ought to do our utmost 
to 0'9'ercome that obJect1on. Hearings on our resolutions in the Hou.ee 
have alre.dy been held. It is only a questJ.on of getting the 
Foreign Affairs Committee to approve of it. Saba.th will see it 
through quickly through bis Rules Committee, and the matter c&.11 be 
disposed or in record time. I do not believe that the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee will want to hold any he~rings. Action 
there would be very quick if clearance is given by the tat• 
Department, that is to aay, by the President. 

1e have nothing to worry about the attitude or Congress. 
It will pass the resolutions ov r helmingly. To re-introduce the 
bill in the next Congress will require at>ain tremendous work, new 
hearings, etc. etc. .For Congress t :> adJ ourn without action on our 
resolutions would be a politic 1 def'eat for ua, and woldd be picked 
up b1 both Arabs and our Jewish foes, and made much capital or. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Cordially yours, 



OllADIKAN 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Of fioe of Dr. Vlise 
40 West·68th Street 
New York 23, N.Y. November 15, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 106th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silveri 

Through an inadvertence these papers were buried at 
the bottom of a bag vvhioh I did not empty until last 
night upon my return from 'Washington. 

Let me tell you briefly about Washington. I got this 
telegram Monday evening from Bloom. I did not re­
ply to it because I knew I could see him the follow­
ing day in Washington. I did see him yesterday, and 
he is verymuoh chagrined over Caller's outburst, af­
ter having aooeded to ~equest not to touch the 
thing until we had the assent of the State Department. 
He telephoned in my presence to Stettinius, who said 
he had not yet had a chance to see the President, rut 
he hoped to in the next day or two • 

.And now I go baok to these letters of Dr. Freehof and 
the enclosures. There is nothing I wish to say about 
it. I am ready to faoe trial, if there is to be a 
trial. I do not find it my duty to ret~aot anything 
of what I said. I cCllsidered, as I believe you do, 
the conduct of Finesthriber and Wolsey to be treason­
able to every high Jewish interest, and therefore I 
consider both men utterly unworthy to occupy the places 
of their g~_pred:&;sors, including most especially 
Hirso~ ~;A_ 1r-X 4 ==-

\/ -"-L. UJ 
With cordial greetings, ' 

ssw:eh 
enclosures (SBE NEXT PAGE) 
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DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 

( . 

AllERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Abba Hillel Silwr 
Cleveland, Ohio 

-2-

November 15,1944 

P.S. Stettinius telephoned just before night, 
saying "I have seen the President, and I 

want you to know at once what his opinion is. 
He urges that nothing be done about the Bill, 
and that the matter be left in ~is hands a lit­
tle longer. He implied, without directly saying. 
that he would soon see the heads of other govern­
ments.• 

I rather think, though he did not say so. 
that Stettinius will arrange that we meet with 
S. before the President leaves for Europe, but 
it is not certain. 

h 
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The Hon. Robert A. Taft 
United Ste.tea Sen tor 
a.shinbton, D.C. 

y dear Senator Taft, 

November 21, l 44 

r. Leo Sack re~orted to e t:e c nv rs tion ich he ad ith 
Jou. I w s very happy to learn that you ill u.).i)e l" before tl e 

en~te Forei n Relations Committee tour e the .P.ssuge of the 
Palestine solution. I un .ers nd th t you ,,ere to a. ;ear this 
~ednesd y, but t the meeting has been post oned to the 1ednesde 
of the following weer.. Senator ,agner ,ill then he back in ,u~~in0 ton 
&nd ill attend the 1teeting. 

In vie or all t, at has ha J.,ened d ring the past f nonths -
uec~otary timson's let er to you, the incl sion of P~l~stine planks 
in both of the Party Pl·tf r~s, iand the decl r tion of Presid nt 
Roosevelt on October 15 favori. the Je ,1sh Comraon_,ealth and romising 
"to help to bring about its realization" - re should be no ifficulty 
in 0 etting f vorablo action frOJ:1 the Foreign R lat ons Co ittee. 

I re;;eived, a fe, d 3S ago, a letter from Dr. ,1ciz nn~ in hich 
.ere orted on at hour intervi_w hich he had it.~ ri~e inister 
Churchill at Che'iuers on • ov'"mber 6. In t. is intervic th..: irir:i.e 
inister •emph sised V';ry strongly t t eric ou;;ht t-> :ee a hand 

in the solution of the roblem: it would make everythi • r:•uch e '"'ier. 
He repeatedl aid . th re -e · ve a 6 re--.t oany op.on net our 
policy,~ ticul rly amon:7 the Tories t.nd t e ilitary voople so 
t the so etimes had to fight•c lone b ttle. But he added thats b 
op:>ositlon usually nly dene hls hn rt." Prime inister hurchill 

ould welcom n ex.ression from the Gon.:;re.;s of the United States. 
It ould stren~thcn his.hands. 

I am enclosing herewith t e official ~e~ r duo on ?al stine 
Policy rece. tl submitted b.t the Jewish 16ency of lestine to His 
~ajesty'a Govern ent. It is a concise und exce~l nt s~ te ent of 
t e off c:al po ·tion of our movomant, nd .. u :r..... wil h to huve it as 
b c gr.:nmd for your resent tion at t.1e .i;.eetin next ,,ednes'l ~y. 

Our people ve been nxious to hu.ve t..lie .o ~ " lti a tely" 
eliminated from t. R solution: "a .. d th- t t~ re s all be full 
O~?ort:mity for colonization so th t tbe J ish ~eoplc ~ y ulti tely 
reconstitute Palestine -s free nd democratic Je is co one lth.n 
They feel t~~t t' e .ord suguests indefin.te postpone ent. In neither 
or the planks, nor int e President's or ov rnor De ey's decl·r tions 
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Senator Taf't. November 20, 1944 

wa.a the term used. To avoid misinter,t>ret-tion, it nw.y be desirable 
to have the word "ultimately• dropped • 

It would be highly desirable to avert a public hoaring on the 
Resolutions in the -.1enate. The House held extensive heari~~• which 
recei vad widespread publicity. Every phase of the aub,ject was covered 
and the ,all"OO&edinga have been ;rinted. It would not be help.t'ul to 
start another public discussion at this time. 

1th all good wiahea, and trueting that you are well, 
I remain 

Moat c~rdially yours, 

A.HSaBl 
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THE: JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

342 Madison Ave~ue, New York 17, N. Y • 

• 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise 
Dr. Abba H. Silver 

November 21, 1944. 

Co-Chairmen, American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Wise and Dr. Silvera 

Enclosed is a copy of t:i.e Resolution unanimously 

adopted by the Zioni st Executive in Jerusalem, with myself 

abstaining from voting. It refers to the agreement between 

the American Zionist Emergency Council and the Jewish Agency 

office. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Nahum Gol9II1ann 
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1'h• PrHld.•l 
The lhl te IlO\l • 
f aahiacloa, • • 

DMI' • .u.,, 
i, \he re4iaeal ot Dr. · e1 ... u PNai4el of llut Jewiah ~ for 

Paledlae, "1lan '11• honor '° •ra•ll '° 1'>11 IMNW1'h a 11--,ract,a noen,q 

m■ltW. b7 hia io llM lt1'Ui* Gowl'IIII•'• a1ob a.11 1a 11:aooiaol tol'II w11h 

\he ciu••Uoa ot '11• hhN of 11MI J wteh lal1onal BnM 1a .Pal.Nt1a•• • • Nal-

1H how dNpl.7 OCCNr>1e4 1'C"l are with olher _,,en, 'IN\ lleftl"lbtl••• dare lo 

hope \hat, reoopiwiJI& \he onanoe alao ot lh1• 1eeu, JIN will tincl Une 

\o &1 ft 1 t ,nr ooa■1dera'1on. • an 1atol'IH4 ,lid the ao?md• bu b._ 

plaeed l>etor• r. ClmroJlill and hu beea 41•-•ed 1r1 th llill 'b1 Dr. e1_..,.,.., 

• ••hr• ~ ad a brief oaaacl on one parltcular a ect ~o, deal.I 

with la the aor •• It 1• our cannol1oa \ha\ tbt · 1'1ah ,mtbort\iq an 

Z1on1at roo-•• 

n. Jftl of \hh CIIMJDU, ha"N, of cow,.. ill 82'\iculnr thro,agh \ha 

erieau Jnbh anteraoe, u\ tb4111selws clh.J'l.y on reoord • O'NJ"Whel.111ncl7 

(fo-«JDft&lth. 'lh• CoalfftlDIM Npn,en,. •1xl7-lhne a:stlonal Jfti•h organba­

Uone aa4 wer, illoo-1'\anl Jftieh OGlll'IID1'7 in \he enn,17: U apea.a for •m• 
,_, 01' thl'ff Ulloa Aaerica o1'1••• of Jewish tid\h. ~ MN1'1caa . eo,,le 

wbol• •• liknl•• incUoa,ect ,lwttr ~n ot \be Zionist rc,gna in clear 
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a411111d.a\akable ,el'II■ , \hro,ach \he plank■ ildOpted. 'b7 ,he tw great pol1\1oal 

par\iea, thro-ach the action of more than ,,,_,T State L•ci•la'11rea ad \Juto'Q&h 

the reaoluti••• of \he two aaJor aa\ional laltor orpn1sa\1oa•• !ha\ aupporl 1• 

••14•nced, \co. 'bo\h \broach \he Jaerlcan Pale■Un• Co•itt••• who■• ••benhlp 

iacludea 110rt than two-third.a of the Saate u4 onr ,_, hw:Mlrecl ••b•r• of the 

Bouee of :ieprHentath•••• and \hroup. the eflr-crow1nc Chri■Uan Oo,mcil on 

1&1Ht1a•• headed b7 men like Jin. Daniel A. Pol1DC and :le't, H_.., 4. ,..,kt.neon 

and represen.Uiac thouasa4• of lea41nc oleroaea •hrou«hout the Ua1ted. S\at••· 

If llr. Churchill can be Md• aware of the fact thilt • in th• woru of 

7our rea•\ ••••ac• to tM Zion1■ta ot .AaHrica, ""'• ••r1ca people gift their 

n:p~on' to th• Jnhh Connoawealth sia, ad if U C8Zl be •ad• ll:nOWQ w hill 

rother \bat kerica h willla,; to ta."<e a haa4 in the abap1nc of P&le-sUn•' • 

deoiaioa. '!'he vcaq for such a deo11ion •as indicated 1n our rec•\ lel\er· to 

7ou and 11 b~~ daily more apparen\. It 1• our earn••' bop• lhat 70u 1'lAl" •'­

\hh time ••• fit to land th• aid of 1ov great DM• &nd oftioe to Ihle hlt\or1o 

aot of uUonal reau hUon and regeneraUon. 

Tov• ■111oerel1 • 

Abba Hillel S11Tei' 

Co-ChaiJ'II• 
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American Jewisl, Trade IJnion Committee /or Palestine 
Room 2500 • 245 Fifth Avenue 

New York 16, N. Y. MUrray Hill 3-1881 FOR Il•!MEDIATE REL]lASE 

13 

CIO C.ALLS FOR PASSAGE OF PALESTINl: RESOLUTIONS 

PENDING IN CONGRESS 

URGES ESTABLISHMENT OF J:EWISH CQr,!MOl\~!l'H 

Chicago - The CIO Convention todey urged Congress to pass the pending Palestine 

resolutions (R.R. 418 - 419 and S.R. 247) which call for unrestricted Jewish 

immigration into Palestine and the reconstitution of that country as a free and 

democratic Jewish Commonwealth. This was announced todey by Irving Abramson, 

state chainnan, CIO of New Jersey, who introduced t~e 1esolution on Po.lestine at 

the convention. 

Demanding that "steps be taken to effect the iomediate rescue of Jews in 

Axis-dominated countries." the CIO resolution urged upon l3ritain "the uneq_uivocal 

removal of the White Paper policy, and the full implementation of the l3alfour 

Declarati .'.)n towarc!.s the ultimate establishment of a Palestinian Jewish Common­

wealth in accord•m.ce with the :principles of democratic action. It 

The resolution endorsed. the "expressions of support for Jewish rig.11.ts in 

Palestine which have come during the past year from leaders in all walks of life 

in the United. States, the most notable of which were the stirring and historic 

declaration of tho President of the United States giving his complete endorsement 

of the ~ovement to reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Oom.~on­

wcalth, and the forthright and unequivocal declarations in support of Jc~ish 

as~irations in Palestine adopted by both the Democratic and Republican parties 

and included in their platforms." 

(more) 
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A pledge of support for the program of the American Jewish Trade U~ion 

Committee for Palestine was also included in the resolution. 

The text of the resolution follows: 

"WHEREAS, the decisions reached by the leaders of the Uni t (Jd lat ions provi.dc 
for the self-determination, the independence and the physical survival of all 
peoples, great and small, and 

"WHEREAS, the Jewish people, who for more tho.n o. decade have been singled 
out for persecution and murder by tho fascist butchers, received in the yenrs 
following the lest war pledges from Great Britcin, the Lent;Ue of N~tions, end 
the Unitec States, for the recreation of Palestine as the National Homeland of 
the Jewish people, which pledges were incorpornted in the Bl:1.1.four ncclnr~tion, 
the ?fo.ndate for P,"'-1.estine, nnd the Anglo-American Convention of 1924, :-i.nd 

"wmmEAS, the 550,000 Jews of Palestine have dcmonstr~tcd their unflagging 
devotion .to the democratic cause, have accelerated the production of vital war 
materials, and have sent their manpower into the armed forces anci the factories 
to help speeci the victory of the United Natioas, o..nd 

"WHE..lUlAS, the Chamberlain White Pa.per of 1939, which wns ci.enounced in a 
resolution passed by the ~043 convention of the Congress of Industrial Organi­
zations as I discrininatory, unfair, unjust and a hindrance to the wn.r effort, 1 

and which utterly disregards the pledges made to the JcT.t ish people, now prohibits 
further Jowish im:cnigration into the Jewish ?fational Hone and curtails land sales 
to Jewish colonists, thereby threatening not only tho existence of the Jewish 
Homeland, but the vory lives of hundreds of thousa..~ds of homeless Jewish refugees 
in Europe, therefore be it 

"RESOLVED.that the Congress of Industrial Organizations, meeting in National 
Convention in the city of Chica.go, strongly urges that steps be ta.ken tc effect 
the iI'Qlllediate rescue of Jews in Ax.is-dominated countries, und be it further 

"BESOLVED, that we join most heartily in the expressions of support for 
Jewish rights in P?iestine which have come during the past year from lePders in 
all WD.lks of life in the United States, the most notable of which were tho stirring 
and historic declaration of the Presi~ent of the United States giving his complete 
endorsement of the movement to rcconsti tute Palestine P.S a free Md de!llocn.tic 
Je\·1ish Commonwealth, and the forthright ruid unequivocal declarations in support 
of Jewish aspirations in Palestine adopted by both the Democratic and Republican 
Parties and incluced in their platfonns, and be it further 

"RESOLVED, that we call upon the Congress of the United States to adopt the 
Palestine Resolutions (li.R. 418-419 and S.R. 2~7) now pending before it, thus giv­
ing positive expression to the will of the peo~le of our nation, and be it further 

"BESOLV'ED,that we call for the immediate redress of the great wrong com­
mitted against the Jewish people, and urge upon the Government of Groat :Sri tain the 
unequivoctl remov:tl. of the White Paper policy, and the full implementation of the 
:Balfour Declaration towards the ultimate establishment of a Palestinian Jewish 
Commonwealth in accordance with the principles of det1ocratic action, and be it 
further 

"RESOLVED,that we approve the progrrun of the American Jewish Trade Union 
Committee for Palestine, organized by our fellow Jewish workers for tho purpose of 
crystcllizing the sentiments of American Labor in behalf of a free, democratic 
Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, and herewith affix our signatures as sponsors of 
said r- · -~ ' ·, ·, 1 

~ - , -~ its supy.iort and the carrying out of its progra.11." 
-#T1?. -11 lJ..ilvl/.. .:. ,, ,, 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. A.bba Hillel Silver Date November 22, 1944 

F-rom Harry L. Shapiro 

HLS:HH 

Mr. Louia Lipsky spoke with Congressman Sol Bloom this afternoon 
at 4:45. Mr. Bloom told him that he will aee the President on 
Mondq, November 27. He could not aee him before that date, 
because the President was out of Washington and would not return 
until Sundq night. 

In hia conversation with the President Mr. Bloom will indicate 
that the green light should be given to the Reaolution in order 
that he (Mr. Bloom) ma,y be helped. He will indicate to the 
President that Congressman Oeller is attacking him and also 
that there is a possibility that if the green light is not given 
serious repurcuHiona will emanate from the .Ameman Jewiah Con­
ference, which is scheduled for December 3rd, in Pittsburgh. 

'fhe Congressman told Mr. Lipsky that he could have had his 
Committee approve the bill by this date, but since he had 
been asked by- Dr. Wise to refrain from any action, he was -
abiding by Dr. Wise's wi11hes and awaiting word from him as 
to when he should move ahead. 

Kindest regards. 
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Hon. Sol Bloom 
- Houae Office lbildinc 

Washinc,on, D. c. 

Noyeml>e-r Zl, 1944 

f I 

a •• wi\h deep aatiat: cUon ill&' we read ,rut le\ter tJ.1 
Seoreiai't of War si1meon ot a few weeka ago in which he ew.ted \ha' 
\he Ddl1Wt.J7 obJec\iou, wh104 were re■pOD■ ible tor iJle defeJ'IRen, 
of ac,ton OJ1 our F1.lfiaiiu .waac:>luUona ~•' spring, wen no longer 
tac,ora i11 ~ 11 t.u.tion, and alao 70v own .,nnowaoemen, taa, 700. 
were prepe.red. io br1n& up the P~leet.ine F.e•ol~iion before tbe Oom­
Jlittee Oil Foreip .it.ffaira tor a.ct.ion. 

Now that \lle da79 of "1e ■e'YeAQ-e1gh$h Coacresa are 
rapicil1 clrawi11& 10 a oloae I ■tro.uclT urce ibai wae Be■oluUo.u 
De aciecl u.poll proap'1,1. Sinoe ibq ••re invod.uoed Do$h polUical 
par'1•• ban end.oraed. \ha ll7 iDOlwlinc tso eplencl14 J(lwi■h Corcmon­
••l \A pl.anu 1Jl their p&r\¥ pl.a Uorma, aD4. \he preaidenUal ou.­
dida in ot boltl poUUoal par'1•• alao 11■ued hear,, endor .. 11.on, ot 
~ Jewiah Cooimonwe&l"1. en October 15Ml \Jle Preeiden, of \he 
tJ nUed S\atea 1\aied tllat .ne i■ oonvilloed lobat \he American people 
g1Te \ Aeir auppon \o. t.he ••iallliehmen\ of Palestine ·s a tree ~d 
demooratio J•i•h Coawcmweal~ and \ha\, if re-eleoted, ·h• would 
help to brine abou, 1\a realisation. 

1he RaaoluUon. if &d.opt.ed.1 would Mak up and reinforce 
\ha poaiUon '8Jcen by our Preaiden,, ae wall aa that. of our frleD&ll 
in orea, Brite.la, and would giTe eloquen, Tole• \o what 1• in ~e . 
hear,■ and mind.a of \he .Nnericila people whlch ha.1 al~ been .,_.. 
pa\haUo to the rebuilding of ~• Je-.iah National Horne. 

Aa Cbainan ot \he E:&eouUY11 Comml itee of the A1Uerican 
Zion1a, Jmergena7 Councll I urge p-roq,t ac'Uon on tne Ro•oluUon, 
and in so do1Q& I am oontident ibat 1 voice the aenUment of \h1 
Jew• ot AIHrioa and oft..~ hoai1 of .aon-.Jew1ah triend1 of Palestine 
who baYe, through thi ■ lact 7ear, indioa\ed their 1,1ppor\ of this 
B••oluUon. 

r i ~ &.U ,;oo4 willle• and t.b&nldnc 7ou for 7our untai liDC 
interHt and deToUon whioh 7w ba't'e mi.nifeeied. illro~houi, I reialA 

HS :sbr 



AMERICAN Zl,ONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Eri\ergency Committees Date November 27, 1944 

From Harry L. Sha:piro 

On Saturday evening, November 25, Lessing J. Rosenwald, president cf the 
American Council for Judaism, aired the views of his organiz[-l.tion over the 
Columbia, ::Broaclcasting System. This brof'.dcast represented another attempt by 
Mr. Rosenwald and his grour to discredit the views of an overwhelming rnajori ty 
of American Je,,:s e.nd to create the imr-rE·ssion that the Council for Judaism 
speaks for our peoplo. It is of the utmost import ance that letters ancl tele­
grams go forward inmediately to those radio stations which carried Mr. 
Rosenwald 1s address, so that the network may understand that }-ir. F..osenwald 1s 
remarks constitute an affront to tho Jews of America. You c~n help UG 
obtain radio time to refute Hr. Rosenwald' s damaging remarks by doing the 
following: 

Ascertain whether or not the o.ddresn was carried by your. CBS station. If 
so, have as many wires and letters of protest as possible sent to the local 
station or to the Columbia :Broadcasting System office in New York.. You must 
urge that an equal amount of time be afforded a leader of American Zionism -­
one who has a right to speak in the name of the Jews of America. 

The following quotation indicates how Hr. Rosenwald has perverted Zionist 
philosophy. This, as well as the actual facts as presented in Emanuel 
Neumruin 1 s statement on the Jewish Commonwco.lth (quoted on the following 
pnge), may be used by you as source material for letters of refutation. 

Mr. Rosenwald said: 11 We oppose the establishment of Palestine or eny 
locality as a Jewish state or commonwealth. The J>rocedures involved in 
such an establishment call for a preferred status in immigration to those 
of one religious faith and nn arbitrary and indefinite postponement of s~lf­
government. We regard these procedures as fundanen~undemocratic, and, 
therefore, destructive. Such proposals will, we believe, embroil Jews now 
in Palestine in continuing civil strife. What is rn.ore, they will place in 
jeopardy the equality of status of Jews everywhere who are integrated in their 
respective homelands and do not wish to be parties to a Jewish state or common­
wealth, and. that means the vast majority of the Jews of the world. Our empha­
sis, thercforc,is on the attainment of the status for Jews of full equality 
of citizenship, its rights and its resr1onsibiliti0s. In Palestine it would 
mean that Jews would be Palestinian'> of Jewish faith, just as we, in this 
country, arc Ar.loricans of Jewish faith." 

Once again Hr. Rosenwald and his small group have emerged with the all-too­
familiar red herrings. He expresses concern over the "undemocratic" aspects 
of Zionist aspirations. Out of the fear and escapist philosophy which 
motivate his own thinking, he conjures u:p bogeymen to frighten freedom­
loving peoples ,,,}:lo may be moved by the tragic plight of European Jewry to 
act favorably on the only permanent solution to the Jewish problem -- the 
Zionist solution. 

• 

.,. 
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To set the record straight, let us quote once again from that invaluable doc,unent 
contc>ining the testimony on the Palestine resolutions delivered before the nous e 
Foreign Affairs Committee. On Page 315 of that book, the meaning of the tern 
"Jewish Commonwealth 11 is set forth succinctly and impressively by Mr. Emanuel 
Heumann, uho says: 

11:Sy a Jm,.rish commonwealth we certainly do not mean n. state which is exclusively 
Jel'!ish~ We do not mean to d.ri ve the existing Arab population into the desert 
or cast it into the sea. On the contrary, those who choose t·o do so are to 
remain. Moreover, their ci vie and personal rights shall be irJ.violate. There 
shall be a full and. complete equality before the law. Not only that, but the. 
Arabs shall have eve ry right ana. possibility to :preserve and develop their 
cultural and religious heritage. Their language shall be recognized and their 
traditions respected. And in addition they shall share fully in the economic 
advantages and. opportunities anc. the prosperity which will come with t:10 
modernization of the country anQ the development of its resources. 

"Indeed, this has already been the cr.so in a substantial measure. If, then, 
we are asked what do we mean by the adjective 1Jewish as appliecl to the future 
commom,eq,lth of Palestine my answer is that it is a short and abbreviated way 
of saying that through the repatriation of large numbers of E1.1rorean and other 
Jews, the Jewish peo ple will attain a numerical majority in Pf:les tine and there­
by permanently guarantee the open ci..oor for others who may follow; so tho.t Pal­
estine shall never cease to serve as a sanctuary and homeland for any and oll 
Jews from whatever part of the world who mny choose to go there in the futm·e. 
It will al s o be a Jewish comr.-ionwealth in tho vital sense that in that country, 
in thD.t little corner of the world., the Jewish people, no longer livini under 
minority conditi ons but as a majority, will be free to apply their talent, their 
industry, their genius and leave the intangible impress of their civilization 
upon their ancestral land as in the days of the kings andi the prophets. 

11But the development of this Jewish commonweal th shall t like place under demo­
cratic institutions and in a derrocratic spirit. The Jews will preponderate and 
lead. in the development of the country without dominating or oppressing the 
minority •. Jew r,ncl_ Arab clevot ed to their respective cultures anc1 traditions 
shall cooperate as free and equal citizens ~nd jointly contribute to the pros­
perity and welfare of a common single unitary state. The Arab citizens of the 
Jewish commonweal th will be as favorably situated as are the French-speaking 
citizens of the British Dominion of Canada. It will be a free and democratic 
Jewish state composed of Jews, Hoslems, Christians and, if there are a...11y, 
Buddhists, as well -- compatriots, all. All shall be elieible to public 
office, even the hi ghest. 11 

Would I:r. Rosenwald call that undemocratic? Or is he . perhn.ps concerned, not 
with the problems and the status of our persecuted people, but with incuring 
the continuation of the "status q_uo 11 for the comfortably situated membe rs of 
the American Council for Judaism? 

HLS:MBP 
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PREss· RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assodated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Haclassah . • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMlDIATE RELEASE 

HOUS.E FOREIGN AFFAIRS C01'11,tITTEE APPROVES P.ALESTINE RESOLUTIONS 

DR. SILVER HAILS ACTIOlT AS "MILESTO}1°E11 IN 

JEWISH PEOPLE'S EFFORTS TO REGAIN NATIONHOOD 

Washington, D. c. -- The House Committee on Foreign Affairs today approved the 

Palestine resolutions (HR 418-419), which had been referred to the Committee 

following their introduction· in the House of Rep:resenta.tives on January 27, 1944 

by Representatives James A. Wright (D. ,Pa.) and Ranulf Compton (R.,Conn.) 

The resolution, as reported by the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, of 

which Representative Sol Bloom (D.,tT. Y.) is chainnn.n, reads as follows: 

"Uhereas the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on June 
30, 1922, unanimously resolved 1that the United States of America 
favors the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be 
done which may prejudice the civil ond religious rights of Christian 
and all other non-Jewish communities in Palestine, and that the 
holy places and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be 
adequately protected 1 ; and 

"Whereas the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe 
has clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as a haven 
for the large numbers who have become homeless as a result of this 
persecution: Therefore be it 

11 :RESOLVED, That the United States shall use its good offices to the 
end ·that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of 
Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity 
for colonization, so that the Jewish peai;ple may ultimately reconsti­
tute Palestine as a free and democratic commonwealth." 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland, Chairman of the Executive Committee of 

the American Zionist Emergency Council, hailed with satisfaction the app~ova.J. of 

the resolutions. "I am delighted, 11 he declared, 11 wi th this action which reflects 

{more) 
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the overwhelming sentiment of the American people who have time and time again 

manifested their profound interest and sympathy in the upbuilding of Palestine by 

the Jewish people. 

"This action climaxes a series of historic:p?Onouncements made during this 

year by the National Conventions of both major political parties and by their 

standard-bearers. Host significant was the deylaration made on October 15th by 

the President of the United States, in which he said that the American people 

give their support to the establishment of Palestine as a free ond democratic 

Jewish Commonwealth, and. that he wou.ld help to bring about its realization. 

"This action will greatly hearten the hundreds of thousands of Jewish 

refugees throughcut the world, who are looking towards Palestine as their sole 

hope of re-establishing themselves in freedom and dignity. It will strengthen 

the hands of those who at tremendous sacrifices have been pioneering in the 

rebuilding of tho Jewish National Home. Another milestone has been reached in 

the historic effort of th~ Jewish people to reeover its just place as one of the 

nations of the world," Dr. Silver said. 

--30----
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American Jewish Trade Union Committee tor Palestine 
Room 2500 • 245 Fif t h A venue 

New York 16, N. Y. MUrray Hill 3-1881 

~ 18 

FOR IMMEDIATE BEU,ASE 

WILLIAM GREEN TO CALL ON ROOSEVELT TO IMPLEMENT l?.ALESTINE PLEDGE 

ZARITSKY URGES CONGRESS TO .A.CT NOW 

New York - Congress was urged to act speedily and favorably on the Palestine 

resolution (HR 418-419) which was approved this week by the House Committee on 

Foreign Affairsv in a statement issued today by Via.x: Zaritsky, president of the 

United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers International Union, who intr:oduced 

the resolution on Palestine which was unanimously adopted by the Convention of 

the .American Federation of Labor. 

Mr. Zaritsky emphasized that the A.F. of L. Convention adopted a special 

committee report instructing its president, Willuun Green, 11 to call upon the 
\ 

President of the United States to use his good offices to the end that the 

declaration made concerning the establishment of Palestine as a free and temo­

cratic Jewish comll'.!onwealth be implemented, the pledges made be fulfilled, and 

the Government of the United States assume its share of responsibility in the 

carrying out of the pledges and assurances given." 

This action by the A..F. of L. will reeeive the hearty endorsement of the 

American people, Mr. Zaritsky declared. He added: 11 We have every confidenee 

that ]?resident Roosevelt will take whatever steps are necessary to effectuate 

1.he noble sentiments contained in his own great statement of October l5tht in 

the .Amerioan Federation of Labor resolution, and in the Wright-Compton and Wagner­

Taft resolutions on Palestine. T!ie American people have voiced their determination 

to end Jewish suffering and homelessness. They now look to Congress for effectiTe 

action." 
(roor e) 
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Mr. Zaritsky also pointed out that the A.F. of L. resolution on Palestine 

is 11more than a reaffirmation of the Federation 1 s traditional policr of support 

for Jewish aspirations in Palestine, or a declaration of sympathy with the plight 

of Europe 1s oppressed Je•s. In clear and unmistakable terms, it calls for speedy 

and favorable action by Congress on the pending Palestine resolutions, HR 418 and 

419 and SR 247. Now that the House Committee on Foreign .Affairs has approved the 

~alestine resolution, there can be no deterrent to the early passage of this 

measure, whieh is a matter of life and death for the Jewish people." he said. 

The text of the A,F. of L~ resolution on Palestine is attached* 

--30--
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• 
TEXT OF RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE UNANIMOUSLY 

ADOPTED BY THE OONVEHTION OF THE AMERICAN 
FEDERATION OF LA.:BOR , NOTIMBER 30, 1944. 

"WHEREAS, The inhuman slaughter of European Jewry continues unabated, and 
the Nazis -- intent upon completing their program to annihilate the Jewish people -· 
are devising new and more horrible methods of mass murder. The docur.iented reports 
of the unparalleled crimes comm:i.tted in the death camps of naidanek, Oswiecin and 
Treblinka, in the ghettos of Poland, in the market places of Rumania and Hungary, 
have outraged civilized humanity. To date, a.pproximately 4,000,000 innocent Jewish 
men, women and children have suffered horrible death by shooting, asphyxiation, 
starvation, strang1lation and fire, and 

11 1f.t:IEREAS, We are determined that those Jews who have survived the holocaust 
shall be rescued and rehabilitated by the United Nations, and are equally de­
termined that such rescue and rehabilitation shall conform to the particular needs 
and problems of uprooted European Jewry, and 

"WHEREAS, Decisions affecting the future of the homeless Jews of Europe are 
being made daily by international agencies, such as the United Natio~s heli ef and 
Rehabilitation Administration and the Intergovernmental Oommi ttee on Refugees, 
agencies which derive their authority from the peoples of the United Nations, and 

"WHEREAS, The people of the United States have demonstrated their whole­
hearted sympathy with the plight of Europe I s Je\1s and have expressed America 1 s 
determination to bring about a just solution of this most pressing of human prob­
lems -- a solution which will take into account the real needs and desires of the 
Jewish people. During the past year the American people have called for the ful­
fillment of the pledge contained in the Balfour Declaration. An overwhelming 
majority of our people desire the opening of Palestine 1 s doors 'to unrestricted Jew­
ish immigration and colonization, and the re-establishment of Palestine as a free 
and democratic Jewish Corw1onwealth. These sentiments have been voiced through the 
forthright Palestine planks included in the platforms of both major political par­
ties, and through the notable statements endorsing Jewish aspirations in Palestine 
made by a large majority of the membership of both Houses of Congress, and 

11 W'HEREAS, The l?resident of the United States, in a historic declaration 
made on October 15th, 1944, re-affirmed our country 1s traditional policy of support 
for the Jm•,ish National Home in the following words: 1 I know how long and ardent­
ly the Jewish people have worked and prayed for the establishment of Palestine as 
a free nnd democratic Jewish Cor.unonwealth. I am convinced that the American people 
give their support to this ai□ and if re-elected I shall help to bring about its 
reali zo,tion, 1 and 

"WIDlREAS, The American Feden, tion of Labor has followed a policy of staunch 
and unwavering friendship for Jewish Palestine c,nd has throughout the years support. 
ed the Jewish National Home and admired the raagnificent accomplishment of Pc.lestinc 
Jewry, nnd 

11 WH.E.BEAS, The .American Federation of Labor has always 1:fad deep respect for 
and a feeling of kinship with the Histadruth, the General Federation of Labor in 
Palestine, and has during the past year supported the progrmn so admirably carried 
out by the American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine, and 
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11 WHERE.A.S, Jewish Palestine has demonstrated its willingness and its 
ability to rehabilitate Europe's persecuted Jews and has, despite the Chamberlain 
Whi to Paper of 1939 and other obstacles, fought the war agt.inst tho common enemy 
with r:.lrnost unparnlleled devotion to the democratic cause, and 

11 ivRE.RE}1.S, Resolutions, reflecting Americ~ 1 s conviction that at long lo.st 
justice must be done to the long suffering Jewish people, have been introduced in­
to both Houses of Congress; These bi-~artisan measures (HR 418-419 and SR 247) 
call for tho free entry of Jews into P2.lestine and full opportunity for coloniza­
tion, so that tho Jewish people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free 
and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, and 

11 llHE.REAS, The Secretcary of War ho.s recently announced that no military 
reasons st and in the way of action on the Palestine resolutions, therefore, be it 

11 RESOLVED, That the American Federo..tion of Labor, in convention assembled, 
urges tho passngo at the earliest possible moment of the pending Palestine resolu­
tions, ond, be it further 

"RESOLVED, That the American Federation of Le.bor calls for the reconsti tu­
t ion of Po,lostine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth and urges upon the 
Government of tho United States to take speedy ru1d definite action on the Pales­
tine question -- action which will be in conformity with the historic, but as yet 
unfulfilled, pledges made to the Jewish people, and with the present needs of the 
persecuted Jews of Europe. It 
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?RO?OSaI.S FOR TEE AG:.NDA GF THE S:ECOI-J'D SESSION 
of the 

A : "nIC.AN ~WISii CONFERENCE 

SATURDAY NIGH! - .C:::..CE:wER 2nd 

1. First meeting of the General c~-wuittee. 
2. Registration of delegates. 

SUNDAY AF11Eru100N - D:ZCE~.iliER 3rd - 2 :00 P .~.~. ·- FI2Sr S:G5SION 

1. Opening of the meeting by a temporary chairman to be named 
by the Interim Corrmittee. 

2. Submission of Credentials Report by Charles.?. Kramer, 
Chairman of Comnittee on Elections. Eotion to be ma.de to 
accept report and to refer to a special Committee on Credentials 
all contests and claims, 

3. Proposals of the General Committee for the election of a 
praesidium. 

4. Ohair to be taken by a member of the ~raesidium. 
5. Report of the Interim Committee by the Co-Chairmen. 
6. Proposals of the General Committee for the naming of the 

conmittees of the Conference. 
7. An address by , reviewing the general Jewish situation 

as it appears today. 
8. Adjournment. 

SUNDAY EVElHNG - :JECElfilER 3rd - 8 :30 P .i.1 .- 5ECONJ SESSION 

1. Proposals of the General Committee with regard to rules of 
procedure. 

2. Report of the Rescue Commission by one of the Co,JChairmen 
(the other Co-Chairman to answer in behalf of the Commission 
during the general debate.) 

3. Report of the Post-War Commission by one of the Co-Chairmen 
(the other Co-Chairman to answer in behalf of the Commission 
during the general debate.) 

4. Report of the Palestine Commission by the Chairman. 
5. General debate on the reports. 

:,;ONDAY A.."lrTERl~pON - DECE:.iBER 4th - 2:00 P .;: • - THIRD SESSION 

1. Continuation of the general debate. 

}~OND.AY EVENING - DECEMBER 4th - 8 :30 P .M. - FOURJ:H S:rJSSION 

1. Resolutions reported by the Conmi ttee on Rescue of the 
Conference. Discussion and action. 

2. Resolutions reported by the Comnittee on Post-War of the 
Conference. Discussion and action. 

TUESDAY L"ll11'EENOON - D:SCE~.J35R 5th - 2:00 ? .:.: • . _ FIFl'H SESSION 
1. Resolutions reported by the Committee on Palestine of the 

Conference. Discussion and action. 
2. Resolutions reported by t :;.e Corm1i ttee on Organization of the 

Conference. Discussion and action. 
TUESDAY EVENING - :JECE1ta,ER 5th ... 3 :OO ? . ;.; . - SIXTli SESSION 

1. Resolutions reported by the General Resolutions Committee 
of the Conference. Discussion and action. 

2. Resolutions of the Finance Committee of the Conference. 
3. Elections. 

9/11/44 
4. Final addresses at the closing of the Conference. 
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?RO?05Jl.LS FOR COLL1¼:i3Ofu.i.l'I0N BET'il:illEN 

JJ.il:RI C.8N J".illviISH CuNFLa.IllJCE JINj) VvO?.L.iJ Jzr;ISH CONGRESS 

11 It is agreed that both organizEtions are to place at 
their mutual d·i sposition the rf'spective facilities and 
exchange i.nforra&..tiou to the end that there shall be a 
constant exch1,nge of confidentJ.a l information between 
appro:priate depa.rtmer.ts of the tr o organizations in all 
mattere touching post-war plans and rescue efforts. 

11 A joint planning committee is to be set up for the 
consj,deration of post-,wa:r problems and to advise on the 
drafting of st2.taments and proposals. The committee is 
to be Cvffi:posed of i:;n equal number of members from each 
body and is to have at its di~posal the results of the 
studjes made by the In~titute of Jewish Affairs. The 
recommendations of the joint COJlLlittee are to be submit­
ted to the appropriate organs of the World Jewish Congress 
and the American Jewish Conf er Ence, for their considera­
tion. 

11 The World Jewish Congress retains its right to represent 
all the co r,1Illllni ties a.nc1

. organizations affiliated with it 
in its d.ealin,3s v:ith all foreign governments and inter­
national agencies. In the case of this country, it is 
recoa1i~ed that in any representations to the A~erican 
Gov rnment or vny of its departments and agencies v,ithin 
the -program of the .8.nerican Jewish Conference, the Ameri­
can Jewish Conference has a B?ecial po sit ion ns rege.rding 
the Jew,.sh Community of the United States of AmErica. 
Representations to the ~merican Government or its depart­
ments or agencies shall be made through the ...merican 
t.Tewish Conference un]ess after consultc.tion it ~.s regarded 
nec9ss3.ry by e:i.ther one of the tr.o parties that separate 
representations be made." 

00~.r~ITTEE. 

Herman Shulman Maurice Bisgyer 
Rabbi Irving l.:iller. 

9;11;4.4. 
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STATEMENT ON HES'l'Oru.TION OF RIGHrS TO JEWS rn EURoPE 

Submitted by 
American Jewish Conference 

1. After World War I, the Jews in Europe legally possessed equal citizenship 
status with the rest of the population. They also enjoyed the right of comrmmity 
organization and in some countries certain specific rights that were derived from 
the Minority Treaties. 

2. In several countries, however, some of these rights were later abridged or 
abrogated, despite the guarantees stipulated in national constitutions and inter­
national treaties. The Nazi regime in Germany in partirular has pursued this 
policy unrelentingly and has destroyed Jewish citizenship and group rights first 
in Germany and then in those countries which cazne under its domination or occupation. 

i. Apart from future measures to improve the status of Jews, the American 
Jewish Conference believes that the immediate restoration of all rights formerly 
enjoyed by Jews is a prerequisite to the reconstruction of Jewish life in Eu.rope, 
and it therefore recomnends the following measures to the governments of the 
United Na tionG : 

A. As soon an an area in Europe is · liberated or occupied by the 
Allied forces, the government or governing authority in that area shall declare 
null and void, With retroactive effect, all discriminatory laws and measures 
ene. cted. against the Jewish population by the German civil and military authorities, 
heir allies and their satellites. The governing authorities in the liberated 

areas shall r estore to the Jewish populations in those areas all the constitutional 
and treaty ri5hts which they formerly enjoyed. 

B. Citizenship shall be restored to all those who have been deprived 
of i t . Restoration of citizenship shall also be extended to persons displaced from 
t heir former countries, unless they themselves refuse such restoration. 

C. The governments or governing authorities of the liberated areas 
shall restore without delay all the rights of cx>Imtunal, religious and rultural 
organization, which the Jewish populations in those areas enjoyed after the first 
world Y,ar, These authorities shall further facilitate the early re-establishment 
of Jevdsh community organization, which is indispensable to the rehabilitation of 
the uprooted Jewish population. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 17 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EI-iERGENCY COU1fCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS HELD DECEHBER 7 AlrD 9, 1944. 

{j) 

Meetines of the American Zionist Emergency Council were called by Dr. Wise 
at short notice for Thursday afternoon, December 7th and. for Saturdey evening, 
December 9th, and were held at 342 Nadison Avenue, New York City. 

Appended are the lists of those attending these meetin5s and of the Qecisio:rw 
taken~ A stenographic record of the discussion is available on file. 

Thursday, December 7 1 l944, 4:30 P. i:. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presi ding), Miss Julliet Benjamin, Maurice Bou..kstein, 
Philip Cruso, Daniel Frisch, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Hrs. Rose 
Halprin, Rabbi Irving ~Iiller, Em_anuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Samuel Rothstein, 
Louis Segal, Hennan Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Robert Szold, Herman 1veisman. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. I-Ianson, 
Harry L, Shapiro . 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P. n. and resumed r.t 10:30 P1 ~-I., when the 
following ada.i tional members were present : Mrs . Judi th Epstein, Leon Gellman, 
Rabbi Wolf Gold, Mrs . S. Goldstein, Rabbi IIax Ki rshblum, Captain Abe Tulin. 

It was reported that the Resolution had cone before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Cornmi ttee the previous day, when Mr. Stettinius had a.1)1)eared and. 
requested that the Resolution be deferred for the time being. The Senate Cor.'lJ!Jittee 
had decided to hold over a decision until Friday. Discussion centered on what 
action, if any, should be taken in view of the further considera tion to be given 
by the Senate Committee to the Resolution tho following clay and the renewed 
indication of the President I s wish that the matter be left in his hands and no 
action taken on the Resolution at this time. 

It ,vas resolved: 

1) to send a delegation on behalf of the Council to Washington that ni ght; 

2) to advise Senator 1-iagner and, if necessary, Senator Connally, that in the 
light of the circumstances the Council is willing not to raise any objection to 
the resolution remaining pending at this time; 

3) that prior to such action the delegation confer with Dr. Silver and ask 
him to concur and to lead the delegation in this action. 

It was also agreed that the delegation be given discretion to consider any 
compromise J>roposal that might be worked out in Washington. 
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Satu~day, December 9, 1944, 8:30 P. M. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Maurice :Boukstein, Philip Cruso, r:rs. Judith 
Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Uoshe Furmansky, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Paul L~ 
Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Hrs. S. Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprir. 
Benjamin Itzkowitz, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, 
Louis Lipsky~ Ms:1,rvin Lowenthal, Israel Mere~~n~ki~ Isaac Naiditch, Emanuel Neumann, 
Mrs. Tamar Pool, Mrs. Rabinowitz, Judge :Sernar~ ·-J... / Rosenblatt, Judge Horris 
Rothenberg, Mrs. :Bertha Schoolman, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, 1-Irs. Rebecca 
Shulman, ~obert Szold, Captain Abe Tulin. 

Dr. Hahum Goldmann, Dr. :Bernard Joseph. 

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Hans Lamm. 

Dr. Joseph Cohn, Mendel Fisher, Robert Silverman. 

At the meeting on Saturday night members of the delegation reported on their 
visit the :previous day to Washington, ·where they hacl met with Dr. Silver and 
Dr. Joseph. They had failed to reach agreement with Dr. Silver on the line of 
action to be pursued. Later they had seen Hr. Stettinius and Senators Connally and 
Wagner. The Senate Committee had subsequently given consideration to the Resolution, 
and hac1- aclopted an amendment proposed by Senator Vandenberg, which concluded with 
the clause 11 •• that the people may reconstitute Palestine as a free and democr~_ic 
Commonwoalth. 11 r. is wor ing a apparently been protostecl by Emator Wagnor; with 
the result l;hat it was agreed to defer a final decision on the wording until the 
following Monday. 

Dr. Silver's protest against the calling of what purported to be an official 
meeting of the plenum without the notice required by the By-Laws was recorded. 

The following decisions were ta.ken at this meeting: 

It was decided that the decision previously taken by the Emergency Council 
which had never been revoked still stands, namely that we do not proceed with the 
Resolutions without the green light from the President. It was agreed that an 
effort be made at the Executive Committee meeting in Washington on Monday morning 
to get Dr. Silver to concur in action for deferment of tho Resolution, but that 
the Council's position remains unchanged. 

On request for a ruling, Dr. Wise said that in view of the fact that a motion 
to reconsider the whole decision was defeated, the Executive Comr~ ittee has no right 
to change the decision of the plenum. 

Er. Segal's motion that this body leave the final decision as . to procedure 
and action to the Executive Committee, which is to meet in Washington Monday, with­
out any ilfstructions from this body, was tabled, by a vote of 9 to 8. 

IIr. Segal I s further motion that in view of the fact that the Exe cu ti ve 
Committee cannot change the decision of the plenum, and in view of the fact that 
sone members feel that the decision of three weeks ago should be changed., that 
we reconsider that decision, was defeated, 6 for, 10 against. 

A. L. 
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THERE IS AN ERRONEOUS IMPRE.SSION Tifo.T I CONSENTED TO A FO 1AL MEETINu OF THE 
t E.lviERlENCY COUNCIL FOR TONiuHT . I Hi.VE GIVEN PO SuCH CONJfil.iT . I INDICATED NO 

OB-J3CTION TO ANY INFOm. AL DISC03SION ON THE PART Of THOSE ,·mo DESIRED lT • I 
HAVE CALLED A MEETING uF THE EXECUTIVE C01fil.UTTEE FOR THIS iilONDAY a10RNI!1u IN ,iASHINGTON 
AFTER CUNSULTATION WITH THE DELEGATION .. HIGH WAS SE ,T DO\VN FRO.[ NEW YORK . I .$ 
IT CLEAR THAT IT ,/AS IMPO->.SIBU FOR .,iE Tu ATTEl D A EETI1W II Ng,~ YORK 
BECAU.:3E I MUST BE IN MY OiiN PULPIT SUNDAY ,110RNING 1-1.FTE AN AB.3ENCE OF T,'10 WEEKS 
FROl CLEVELAND ON ZIONIST AFF IRS . THE PROGRESS I CU NEGTION .. ITH OUR RESOLUTIONS 
IS SiiTISF ·CTvRY AND I OTHING C11.N BE GAINiD Bl RNOTHER FULL DRESJ DISUU.SSION OF THE 
SUTIATION ·, ITHOUT .::i PRE.SENCE . CERT INLY NO CTIUN SHOULD BE TAKEN BEFORE THE E.XECUTIVE 
co .. :r.HTTEE HAS 1ili OP ?ORTUNITY TO CHECK Uf ON TtIE SITU117ION WITH ME AND m THE 
DEVELOPMENTS OVER ThE WEEK END . 

Above Telegram sent to : 

David 7{ ertheim 
Chaim Greenberg 
Leon Gellman 
drs . Moses P. Epstein 
fllrs . S . . Halprin 
Dr . Israel Goldstein 
Louis Lipsky 
Judge f.iorris Rothenberg 
Louis Segal 
Mrs . David De Sola Pool 
Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky 
Rabbi Irving 1~iller 
Robert Szold 
Judge Levii:ithal 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
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.1A;.1\RIC1,N ZIONIST EMERGEr,CY COUNCIL 

.·1,EEtr;~ j" EXECOUVE co .. ulITTEE HELD IN 1,ASHINGTON 

December 11, 1944. 

CONFIDE! TIAL NO • 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the rtmeric&n Zionist Emergency Council 

was held Monday morning, December 11th, at 17~0 - loth Street N. W., ha.shington . The 

m~eting was called for 8:30, but Dr. ~ilver's train was late, and the meeting opened 

at 11:ZO a.m • 

.PRESENT 

Dr. SilverC,residing), ... 1aurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, Mrs . Judith Epstein~ 

Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold. Dr. Isr el Goldstein, Ghaim Greenberg, 1rs . Rose Halprin, 

Rabbi Max Kirshblurn, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Louis Seg~l, 

Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen S. Wise . 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joseph. 

Israel Mereminski, Elihu D. Stone, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Mrs . Denise 

Tourover, Zora.ch iarhaftig . 

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 1fanson, Harry L. Shapiro. 
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Dr. Silver regretted the delay of three hours due to the lateness of his train . 

Dr. Hise urged that the meeting go into executive 3ession. Seconded by 

Mrs . Pool. Dr. Silver indicated th t there are certain people who are entitled to 

to attend meetings of the Executive. Dr. Wise therefore urged that the proceedings of 

the meeting be r~garded as in executive session and that no statement be issued except 

by a committee to be named with the authorization of this body. 

Dr. Silver said th~re will be no statements issued except on the authority of this 

body. 

Dr. Silver: I don't know where we are . Severt..l m::rntings have been held in 

New Yor£., some without my knowledge, some \Ii thout my consent. The by-laws of th Council, 

ARTICLE 5, Section 1, reads: 

11 ••• MEETINGS - Regular meetings of tle Committ3e shall be held at least once in 
every month. Special meetings may be held from time to time as may be determined b~ the 
Committee, or upon call of the Chairman or upon ritten re~uest of seven members of the 
Committee. Notice t.:, all members of the Committee. Notice to all members shall be sent 

three days in advance of each special meeting •.•.• " 
(I shall set out} 

The situation at the moment with referen ·e to our resolution, as I see it, 

and indicate what I believe is the proper course of action from here on, regardless of 

v.hat has transpired up to now, which will be a subject of discussion at a full plenum 

meeting later on. when I shall make a full statement ~nd ask for a vote of confidence. 

and for a reorganization, because it is cleur th&t under the present set-up Ne cannot 

oper&te without drifting into anarc ·y . 

The si tuc.tion at the moment is as follows: Our resolution was· voted out, from 

the Foreign Affairs Committee a week ago Wednesdl,y and it is now awaiting u rule from 

the Rules Committee to come onto the floor of the House for a vote . This resolution 

,hich wus voted out was welcomed b., the Je;'Jish people of America and hailed wi tn approval 

by the Zionists,. including the heads of the three organizat:.ons, including a member 

- of the Jewish Agency, 1•,1r. Lipsky~ and includin; the members of this committee. The 

Jewish press welcomed it in the tighest terms. vihen :rec.d to the American Jewish 

Conference it was hailed by r. r. Ifonsky in a puolic st .tement . 
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Passage of the resolution in the House will depend on what we 
0

et from the 

- .::>enate . The Rules Commit tee is u ,e.i ting the action of the Senate Cor.,mittee. 

As far as the resolution in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee is concerned, 

the status is as follows• Nearly three weeks ago, and before we had our final official 

meeting of the Emergency Council, 0 anator Taft asked ivir . Connally for the privilege of 

appeuring before the ~oreign Relations Committee . A date was set for the meeting . 

I announced it at the last meeting of the Emergency Council. vhen it was learned 

that benator 1ir..gner was out of town., the rr.eeting was postponed to accommodate him . 

The meeting was held ; Sen . Taft appeured and presented his case . He asked fo r 

amendments - "as soon ~s practical" insteL..d of 11 ultirr:ately11 • +h-!re developed a very 

friendly discussion . And then Sen . Connally announced that they hud heard from the 

State Dept . that they hc.ve certain objections . The objections were not stc-.ted . Some 

of the 0enators StJ.id that if the 0 tate Dept . has any objections •••• different from the 

President ' s statement six weeks ~tgo, Mr. Stettinius must come and tell them . Otherwise 

- they would insist on taking action . Th meetin~ deferred action to give the Jtute 

Dept . an opportunity to come in . In the meantime ..,em,.tor 1,agner and I culled on ,,1r . 

Stettinius, at li : 30 last ,1,ondc.~· . In tr.is interview: which .L will report in greater 

detail when we have our meeting, and also the telegran. from·Dr . ~ise nhich Mr. St . 

-

had on hi s desk, St . said that under no circurnstances would he appear before the Senate 

.foreign F.elations Co::Jnittee . 11t the meeting hich took pl ce i, ednesd y last, St . did 

not appe&r at first; and Sen . Connally tried t force a delay by repeating that the 

State Dept . w~s opposed . He was reminded that they "muld not proceed without 1r. St . ' s 

approval. They telephoned him and he c me over . He made a stt..tement which was so weak 

that he himself was embarrassed . He was asked why if the i:>resident was ::iermitted to make 

his stc tement of six \:eeks ago, Wu.S the Co:mni ttee not permitted to do os . He said the 

Presinent would make a statement . They said that t,nless he did they would act . So the 

meeting was postp6ned until Friday, waiting for word from the President . The President 

did not make u stt..tement, nor did anybody in his right senses im· gine th&t he would . 

Nor did Jt . Appeu..q instead he sent a letter . I h&ve not seen the letter . The letter, 

like his personal st~tement, made no impression on the Senate Committee . It is a 
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mistake for you to imagine thut the only people who are ••• this resolution are the 

- Republicans . The one \,;ho is pressingi t most is ...,er . ,,agncr himself . He went into the 

meeting Friday confident that he had the full vote . Ile hqd checked overt ,e full 

committee . At tne meeting Vandenberg move ·d an amendment . That was after your committee 

came dovm and did all sorts of tnings . Unless you un lers c.nd the mood of the Cammi ttee 

you will involve yourselves in b otle s argument . That Committee is deteroined to act. 

It is our job to see that they act to our interest . Vandenberg 1 s t..mendmcnt was a bad 

one ; it eliminated reference to the Jewish people and the Jewish Cornmon;1ealth . It did 

retain what some of us thou_,ht ·:ms good : the reference to the 1922 resolution . 

That resolution lilL.S c dopted by a vote of 10-9 . The ones who voted a•,ainst it were 

men like nagner, Clark, I.:urray, LaFaollette all our friends who wanted to see our 

resolution adopted . I WciS of course unhappy about that resolution and I went to see 

Vb.ndenberg .. nd as.ieed him why he eliminated the word 11 .Jewish 11
• He said: . 11 You have 

the word 11Jewish11 too many times - - th&t was provocative . 1le thouGht that b:, softening 

the wording it would satisfy the objections of the State Dept . 11 He thought we nud ,;ot 

,1hat we wanted . I told him that the resolution adopted by the House .t<oreign Affc.-irs 

Committee •was the minimum . TC said he ti1ought we were making a mistake by pointing up 

too much . I suggested 11 they11 instead of 11 the people . 11 He agreed . But I saLd I ·vould 

come bl"'ck to him on it . 

This resolution vws voted on . It was only left to Vanderberg and 1ragner to 

polish up the wording . That vote t~ken Friday is u vote of the Committee . V. said, out 

of generosity, that it could be delayed unti:Monday afternoon . But the Committee is 

deterwined to go ahead . 

I called ben . T 1ft yesterday . He agreed that the words 11Jewish .t?eople 11 would be 

better and hew.is getting in touch ,ithV . I am now waiting t;J hear f'rorn them . 

That being the c~se, if we get the resolution out of the Senate this 3fternoon, 

and assuming that we cannot stop it (you can go to Connally, he voted flith Vandenberg ; 

he will not stop it), unless you want to go to every Senator and tell them : no action . 

They have been flooded this week with telet;rams urging action . The .t1.merica., Jewish 
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Conference , the American Federation of Lqbor, etc . sent them telegrams . Unless you go 

- nov1 and tell them you do not ~ nt action . "hat can you tell them? They kno1: tha t the 

President does not want action &nd they insist on going ahe..1.d . They heard the Secretary 

of St . te, and they insist on proceeding . You ;-1ill be km·:towing to the wta te Dept . How 

can you take such a position vis- a-vis the Jewish public, the ~ionist movement? 

A ssumin_, tnat mistakes were made., that I am a guilty- person, (a :'act t 1e.t I do 

not agree to and I will tell the wholestory ~hen the meeting takes place - there has 

been a lot of lying propaganda), but at this mom mt we are concerned vi th t11e Zionist 

movement :in America and our resolutions, not 0 ilver - Silvers come and go . I am not 

tied to you · nd you are not tied tone . In my ju~gment it will be a colosst..l stupidity . 

If the 0ennte Committee is 11repared t ? come out endorsing "" position which the 

?resident took six weeks ago &nd you come out and tell them not to go &nd do it . 

The wise thini; to do, if you wish to follow my judgment (I think I spP-t..k as a 

~esponsible lruman being and responsible Zionist), is to do nothing. You are not 

- voting on these resolutions . You ave ro&de your osi~ion clear to the ~tate Dept . 

thQt you are not ~ressing for the resolution . You sent a deleg~tion to the Stute 

Dept . Your • osition should be that it is the wen&te Cormnittee which is pressing for 

the resolution, which in fact is the truth . You stand by and see uhat haJ oens . Any 

other position than that ( I regretted that you went to the ~tate Dept . because 

I thought it a r,reat blunder) • •• • The State Dept . does not jaQt the resolutions . They 

are our bitter enemies . The ~eason we introduced them was to force t~em to chan~e t heir 

minds . Ten months ug th y were able skillfully to brin6 i.1 the military . Today they 

h~ve no argument, as was proved by wt . goin~ to the 0 enate Committee and sending the 

letter . So their last resort is to ~et the Zionists to withdraw their resolutions . 

bo the Zionists are falling into that tr~p . 

At 2:30 this afternoon t~e 0 enate Committee goes into session . That Committee 

wi 11 act . I hope that before then we can perJm1de Vandenberg c!.nd his frien1s to put 

in the words "Je1rish people . " Even without th't the resolution is a good one (with 

the ch,mge "they" instead of" the people'') • 

Mr . Shulman : 
) Di·d ~ustin and others accept 

Does andenberg sµeak for his ~r ,up·. 
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his recommendation? 

Dr . Silver: Exactl,r . , hat does that resolution \TI th the v,ord 11 they11 say now? 

11 ha.t will it mean to the people ~)hom you wish to influence, to the \.Joloniul Office and 

the ii.rf.b world? Any peice of legisl: tion th3.t comes into a Congress cloes not come out 

exactly as you put it in . The important thing is to get it so th t the eart is left 

in . 11h&t does th~t resolution sa;y : It reaffirms the action of 19;::;::: . It proceeds to say 

thd.t that moons the right of the Jewish µeople to reconstruct Palestine as a Commonwealth . 

It asks for that 11 as soon as practical. 11 .l.t asks for f r ee mmigration and full 

opportunity for colonization . I f the 0 enate of th.e U.b . is ref!dy to go so far, have we 

not a tremendous gtcdn, a powerflll weapon, for our .1ropaganda? Remember th• 1·e are two 

resolutions . The one in the House r e tains the Hords "J e 1ish paople ." 

You feel that you huve a problem with the 0tute Dept . nd the Pr esident . I think 

you have a 6 rave pr oblem with the ,,tttte Dept . and the President, which h s nothing to 

with these resoluti Dns . 

The letter from the Pres . to .tt .V, . is a ver/ disheartening one, ~hich revealed, in 

my humble judgment, a complete ignorance on the part of the Pres . of the position in 

Palestine and of his unders~anding of the entire problem in the Near East . I understand 

there have been other communications which hc.ve come in 'i'.hich are more ominous . 

On this I am.rather to stand or fall : Our position vis- a- vis the 0tc:1.te De:>t . 

'/- and the 0 hite House is not strengthened by our sho1 of conciliation and subserviance . 
------- ---- - ______, 

res . _cts is when he is needled . Unless 'I Everybody will tell you the only way the 

you are ?repared to take str ong measures, mobilizing public O?inion, ~1r ough the 

press, etc . 1.md focus that pressure a1 the Pres . and the ,,hite House, you will get -----nowhere . It will be collapse if you Su..f: The Pres . does not wish us to act ... .. hat Has 

got wa.s gotten by force , and Dr . oise, you know it . That statmment on March 9th was 

gotten by putting dovm a barrage on the ,i .H. Th~ fact is that the Pres . is & far better 

politician than most of us know . 11hen he heard from the public in ::arch demanding 

that the Pres . speak up, then the militar.; stopped us . You , Dr . "ise, do not assume 

that you got the~ atement of Oct . 15th because you are a friend of his . He gave it / 

under pr essure, knowing wh&t tne people wanted . 
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Do not be manoevered into the _tlosition that if you do not offend the Pres . and 

St •••• It is unrealistic, and we will be losin5 gJod friends, like La Follette, Murray, 

etc . For 10 months we urged them to move . loN because the ..Jtc..te Dept . expressed their 

opposition (we stop, ourselves) . The StL.te Dept . will build up the kind of case as 

reflected in the .r'res . ' s letter . That was the line used before, by the clrit:i.sh 

Intelli ,;ence, Hoskins , etc. You are fallinr,; into ·Hoskins I trap . 

1hink what a wonderful thing it will be if this resolution comes out . It will be 

coming out after the elections . This is now t~e deliberate action after the elections . 

'fhink of it, after the si tm.1. ti on created by the Mayne incident, etc . 

i,hatever you want to do with nie, I beg you do not interfere with tnis great (act). 

We should have these resolutions voted out as sweetly as \,ant them . Hm will it 1.ook 

to our constituency v:ho have been asked to t->ress forte resolution if they read that 

the Pres . of the ZOA v1ent t o the Sti:j_te Dept . ltnd said: def9r . ... o:reover, you rrill be 

doing the President a disfavor, because it •1ill be Jaid tomorrow that it v;&s the Pres . 

who prevented the 0 enate from declaring themselv~s for a Je ish Cornmonwealt~ . If ever, 

the rnrd "betrayer " and 11double-cros.,er 11 Tiill ne bandied about . If you think he is 

eml--i, rra ,sed now, you can go to him and sweeten tiim up . 

You will be having a few Senators tnis afternoon who will becoming out of t he room . 

If they come out and say to the press: .ie have postponed action because the Zionists 

of American do not want it because of the opposition of the •••• 

ff . Shulm....fill..i. Sen . fagner wants word from us by 12 :.)0 . I think ::;: am correctly 

stcttinf, the °")inion of the commi tt e tlnt there is no intention of sending a delegation 

to the '--'enate Co ,ittee . ,.e are concerned w.ith what are our chances of putting it 

through Congress assuming that tte wording is improved . The thing for us to appraise 

is what are the chances of our putting the resolution through in the oenate . If 

a proposal is made that will bring us back to tht:; V~ndenberg amendment. 

Dr . 0ilver: I made it clear to V. ~h~t unless it is in a revised form they should 

not push it . fhut we do not .ant his unrevised formulati ,n . 

!.r. Shulman; i:verJbody then agreed to the terms of a minimum resolution . It 
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was also proposed this morning that an attempt be made to see wheth2r there can be an 

expression of opinion from him . 

Dr. oilver : You a.re likely to get a better statement from St . after the resolution 

is pas3ed, not before . If you want to make a scupegoat out of me und to have me go to 

St . and sa. that I, on my ovm responsibiliity, did it, I will do so . 

J'.irs . Pool: I would not disregard that possibility . 

Dr . Silver : If you want somebody to serve as a lightning rod, I am willing to 

do it . 

ivlr . Shulman: That is not wh&t was µroposed, but what was, was that somebody see 

St . and try to get a statement from him such as the following . (Mr . Shulman read the 

statement to be submitted to Mr . St . which he ?rould be as!{ed to send to Dr . riise . ) 

Dr . Silver : Think some such st&tement should be obtained from St . after the 

resolution is acted on . 

Mr . Lioskr : Assuming that the resolution is gone thr :::>ugh with and a majority of 

the Committee reports it out, is thdre any assurance as to v1Ihat mi~ht happen on the floor 

of the Senate? 

.ur • ..3ilver : I hav-e no answer t, that . My own feeling is thatthey are ·.villing 

to do something good for the Jewish people . If there does not develop any sharp 

cleuva0 e and the two groups come to an agreement, it is likely that it will go through 

in five minutes . In the House we kno, that Hamilton Fish intends to introduce an 

amendment to include the words "without involving our country in war . 11 

i•,irs . Halnrin : If we know that the Administration does not ·:,ant the reso::..ution 

passed, do yo_u assume that they will do nothing when it comes out on the ;Jen,.te 

floor? If so, hov:'much effect will that h""ve? 

Dr. Silver : I think very little . One or two (Senator~ will speak against it) . 

Mr. Shulman : ,lhat do we know of Hill ' s position (Hill was substituting for 

the majority leuder . ) 

Dr. Silver: Think it ~muld be vise to check up . ( His card W<lS seen and it was 

indicated that he had stated to his constituents thut he would vote for the bill and 

would do everything in his pm·,er to have it passed) • 
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Dr . Goldstein : lish you would not dismiss without further considerc1.tion the 

ft sug~estion that we discussed last niiht and this rnornin.<;. Most of us felt that if we 

could avoid defyin~ the Presir:!ent it would be a nelp to us and not a hindrance and 

therefore a statement from ~t . referring to the Pres .' s statement and referring to 

e 

V 

th "will of the Jewish people" (should be sought) . Some of us felt that it would be 

something we could rescue out of this situation, and would be more tran a resolution we 

could get in defiance of the President . Since it is the Pres . who is to get some~~ing 
-~------------- ------ ----
for us, and not the uenate, this will put the State DeJt . on record . (then •e could ------ -~------- - -- ~ 

,___ 

work for a betteu- resolution in the next Congress); 
.,,-- --

Dr . ~ilver : If these resolutions are not acted upon, please get out of your mind ------------
the tr.ought of getting a resolution in the next Congress . Thx_re are not m~ny chang •s 

in the Foreign Relations Committee and the Foreign Af.:\ .. irs Co.:n::.,ittee . If you come back 

in six weeks and ask them to take it up then, because ~~e btate Dept . now a~rees, they -- ~--...-- -.... 
will think we are foolish . 

Dr . 7ise : What about the decision of the Emer~ency Council meetlng of Saturday 

night? 

Dr . Silver : I feel that meeting ~as illegal . I am familiar with the action . ___________ .,, 

Dr . -,iise : Most of us felt it was a legal meeting . 

Ar . Shulman : That action required the re.resentatives of the Emer,ency 

Council to state their decision to Senators ,1agneR and Connally . That was done . 

Mrs . Pool : We were bound by a resolution at the last meeting at which you (were 

present) and Dr . Wise µresided, that we v;ould not proceed without tne green light . 

Sh 1m Th ' · t f th d · . .c> th S F ~.. h t t . t t h Mr . u an : e suoJec o e ecision Ol. e •••• ,1e no.v ave o ge in o ouc 

with RIV in ten minutes . He is waiting for su55estions as to the wording . He is 

meeting with Vandenberg . 

Dr . Silver; ( 0 en . \',agner ~ill move ahead) . 

Mr . Llhulman (continuing) : Ile rmnts to kno,1 whether he should insist on holding 

{out for something more . Also whether if he c~nnot get a better resolution he should use 

/ th1...t as a oasis for delay . 
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Dr . bilver: I can only give you the benefit of my contacts here, durin
0 

the 

e last two weeks, vrnen I s&.w everybody that should be seen . y composite judgment is : 

You have a definite understanding between 11agner and Vandenberg that the word "they" goes 

in . ~ie are no'r trying to get Van . to include "Jewish _t->eople . 11 If they do not include 

it or not , if an . comes in and says "agner and he have agreed, the resolution will 

pass overwnelmingly . 

f,r . Shulman : 11hile we do not intend to serrl a delegation to ( '"'enator Connally 

bnd uen . •agner ••••• 

Dr . Wise : Proceeding with the resolution will be regarded a.s a violation ofm 

agreement we had with St . Dr • ..,ilver said to t . we do not mean to press for the bill 

unless there is cle Jrance . ie said : Re h&ve com to you to ask for clearance . 

Dr . Silver : I','; only So.id we would pref er to ,et a 6reen li~ht from the Pres . 

-------- ---None of us made such a statement that we would not proceed without the gr.Jen light . - -1'urthermore, l had a talk with St . u.fterwards, wlth 0en . .. t.gner, when I pre"'ented the ------- -
whole situation w..:.th regdrd to these bills ·nd ur6 ed nim to speak to the Pres . He said 

then : !'Your cas He had not knovm about tne Presictent ' s letter of 

October 15t'1 . 

Dr . Goldmann : It is true that we did not say in those words tt111t unless we get ------the greet li'.'.,ht we will not go ahead . But ;ou both told him that we do not '?rant a ----------- -
situation to repeat its elf as in u1arch , and therefore before taking .. nother move we would 

---------------
like him to give us clearance . St . said: I cannot give you an answer; I ~ill take it 

up with the President . The Pres . was then at Hyde Park . He said that in a few dbys he 

would inform Dr . \/vise . He h&d tne full right to infer that we rnuld not proceed without 

the green liE;ht f r oll1 the Presi<lent . 

1 
Dr . 

/ 11.nto that 

Dr . 

Silver : This matter of the green li~ht was taken out of our hwds . I will go 

and ~11 the fucts, ~ates, etc . ,t another fleeting . 

Goldstein : .,,y inter pr c... ation of a decision of the lenum Thursday night re 

the two courses : 1) to vigorously op ~se passage of the resolution ; and 2) not to press 

one way or another, (is tlS follows : •••• 

I believe that under all the circllmstunces we oug t no11 to ma1<:e clear again, if it 
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is necessary, to ~t . that we are not pressing for tho resolution and to let it go at 

that. Perhaps it was not made clec..r enough FridQy. 

I want to urge Dr. Silver to give further considera.tion to the proposal of 15etting 

a statement from the SecretfrJ of State which would be a commitment on 1is part, and which 

we could explain to our Zionists arrl which they could understand. That would be a way. 

on the one hand, of not antagonizing the President, and getting such {a statement .••. 

Dr. Silver: Perhaps you can get both • 

. 1rs . Halprin: The motion at the plenum Saturday thu.t t 1e \.h ole matter be left 

to the Executive w s tabled. ,ie came down to persuade you~ D:.-. Silver. hh-,ther we 

had to persuade you or press for deferment. 

(It was) to serve three pur~oses: 1) to put us on record again with the 0tate 

Dept.; 2) it sought to at tack the statements of St. andget him on record more 

positively; 3) it was a wa-;; for us not to appear before the committee. 

The statement is still under consideration only if we decide to press for 

deferment. 

Dr. Goldman: Agree we should concentrate on the merits of the case. Dr. 

,wei mann Has in the position for many years of having to yield to Governments and I 

opposed him on that. The line of thinking of Dr. Silver is cler::.r, that we have to go 

---------------- --
on fighting bec~use the Pres. and the St~te Dept. will not do anything unless they 

are pressed. It would be fooli~h to s1:,.y tht.t this line of thinking is not correct. --­For a whole year we agreed our line should be pressure of public o)inion. The 

question is how fur you can go. 11.s i said, if we did not have the rresident I s (ta tem.ent 

of Oct. 15 (th.:..s might have been the right thing to do). 11hen we introduced the 

resolutions in .nafch one reason was to get an 9'.,(pression of opinion fromCongress; but 
was · 

the more important one/that the man whocarries out the policy would take a position. 

I do not attach much importance tu R1 s .. 1arch statement, but on Oct. 15th he mlide the 

best Zionist statement in 20 ye&rs. 

It is a 1uestion of evaluation. Dr. Silver thinks bhat by going on andpressing 

against the wishes of the President and others, we will achieve more by lining up the 
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Congress of the U .s . against tne Pres . I bell ve tnis is a greJ.t poli ticc,l blun:ier, 

because I do not tJ1ink the pressure would be strong enough to make the President sit 

down with 0h . and bt . ~nd negotiate for us . Knowing that the .t'res . and not the ..;enate ---- --------------
will be the negotiator( and I also deplore the colossal pol'ler of the tr.ree men), but in -
the next six months this situation will prevail (after that the small n,4tions may assert 

themselves . ) 

Bfter we ,1ent to '-'t . to ask, t.nd ne gave us hiJre.i,Jly, first ,ently and t.li.en in 

a letter to RW, ••• By acting in t"!-iis vray J. am afraid tni~t we will antagonize the 1;resident 

and. that in the next few months when he will sit down .,i th Ch . and St . he will bey -----resentful ar,ainst us that we hu.ve much less chance that he will press on Ch . The argU!llent --~------------ ---------~ ~ - - ---· 
that was Drought forward that the Pres . is not a convinced supporter of ours, is an argument 

in favor of my thesis . (I regard vh . as a greate,· friend. He had been for 20 years. and 

is generally a very firm man) . The President is vague about tne whole matter . He is 

friendly, but is not touched deeply . If i viere convinced that he is a firm friend of 

ours, the op.osition in the Sem,.te ,ould not change him . 

I vrnuld therefore propose th t bec .... use the resident is weak in his opinion of ----Zionism this action will make it worse . If \e can get a commitment from St . in which 

,,,--- - -- ----
the State Dept . suys that they will notq,pose a resolution at .,.nother time, I say 

thu.t this would be more valuable than the resolutions . 

Sin(;e Dr . 0ilver and others \,ere here in \w.shington during the last t 0no weeks, 
of 

working on wording, etc ./4he resolutions, this v,ill do awa. with the effect of the 

visit of the delegation to the ..:itate .Liept . If 'le ci-...n get a state:nent like that to be m~de 

public, that the State Dept . is for the line set dovm by the President ( that would be a 

good thing . ) 

Dr . Silver : 1) Draw your attention to the feet that the resolution has been 

voted out of the House Foreign ff airs Commit tee . 

2) In spite of this statement that you may get (it is hardly possible 

that you will get it before 2:50 this afternoon), still the resolution will be acted 

upon this afternoon . 
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,ir. Shulman : Are we not agreed thut no further delegation is going to see '-'en. 

,agner (can I tell hiuthat * I must get in touch with him at once); and 2) with respect 
to 

to the wording, is it agreed that we tell him to try/get in "the Jewish people" instead 

of "they"? 

It v:as agreed thc1.t ur . Shulman convey this to ...:ien . Wagner . 

Dr . Silver : This statement that ,fr . Shulman has just made is a lo;;ical position 

to take with regard to RW . If .r . Shulman is not the ~roper on~ to do it,~ will do it . 

All I ask of this committee is not to interfere at this late moment ~~t..~ the passage 

of the resolution . Give us the op ,ortunity to work out the best kind of resolution . 

Dr • .lise : (who w s called to the telephone at this point): In the light of 

the decision of the plenum, I mu t convey it to .11r . Stettinius . 

Dr . uoldstein moved that we go to St . und convey the kind of statement th&t was 

read bj· Jr . Shulman that we want deferment of action (and such a statement from him . ) 

Dr . Silver : There was no action taken Saturday night to be committed ••. 

- ;· If there is assent tnat we, say we 1'ill do nothing to :.:-terfere with postp6nement 

of the passage of the resolution this will destroy the res".)lution . If you ask St . fo r 

th:1t kind of letter, he will say you will get a reply in ten days . i7h· t you are doing 

will defeat tne resolution . That will be a calami t.,· . You snould go to Stettinius if 

" you think you have not made your position crystal clear tht t you had nothing to do Ni th 

pressing the resolution . You should ulso tell him: your appearam:e before the 

Senate Committee was grossly misinterpreted and is likely to embarrass the President . 

Therefore you think a letter is in order SaJin6 that when he (St . ) appeared before the 

Senate F .R. Committee t ere was no objection in merit, but because they felt it was 

untimely . But I beg thut we say nothing of deferment . 

Dr . Goldstein : Your suggestion is contrary to what was intended when the 

stateml.Pt was dr&fted . 

,:r . Seral : \,hat are the possibilities of Dr. Silver joining Dr . 7',ise in the 

visit to ,iir . Stettinius . 

Dr . Silver : If ~r . IYise wishes to go with me or anybod,v else to 0t . to sa:r : 

1) that he Zionists h~ve not pressed for the resolution . he tried to protect the 
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President in this thing . It is out of our hands; the pressure has come from the 

~enate Committee a:rrl the country . Unfortum.tely the appearance of ... r . St . before the 

~enate Committee is subject to misinterpret~tion . Therefore it is highly desir~ble that 

he send a communication to Dr . Wise or anybod;r else stating that his position was not 

an indication of a change in the attitude of the President, but merely as an expression 

that · twas not timely . 

Mr. Greenbe g: If you feel you (LJr . Silve) are in a position to app ar before 

the .::>tate De_Jt . to day and say: the Zionists did not press for the passage of this 

resolution, not referring to deferment, that would be the best thin.::;. 

Dr. Silver: Yes . If 1.~r. Stettinius will ask me I will tell him exactl.5 1hat 

I did . 

,.1QTION th. t a deleg ... tion, consisting of Dr . 0ilver, Dr . Hise and Dr . Goldstein 

go to see Mr . Stettinius . 

r.ir. Silver adjourned the meeting at 12:45 

Mr . Boukstein protested that t he meting was adjourne:i without giving him 

an opportunity to speak . 



CONFIDENTIAI: NO. 37 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COHHITTEE 

Honda;y-, December 11, 1944 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Monday morning, December 11th, at 1720 - 16th Street, U. W., 
Washington, D. C. Owing to delay in the arrival of Dr. Silver's train from Cleve­
land, the meeting began at 11:30 instead of 8:30 as scheduled. Full record on file. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Silver (presiding), iiauri ce J3oukstein, Philip Cruso, I-irs. Judi th Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, i-'Irs. Rose 
Halprin, Rab'bi :~ax Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel lTetunann, Hrs.,. Tamar Pool, 
Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

Dr. Nohum Goldmann, Dr. :Bernard Joseph. 

Israel l.foreminski, Elihu D. Stone, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, i;rs. Denise 
Tourovor, Zorach Warhaftig. 

Ar"j;hur Lourie, Harold P. Hanson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Dr. Silver_roported briefly on events to date, He urged that the wise thing 
to do was to do nothing. The delegation had made clear on Fridcy the position that 
the Council was not pressing for the resolution. The Senate Comi:littee would act 
that afternoon at 2:30. Senator Van~enberg had agreed to a change in the wording 
of the Resolution and he hoped that further changes might still be obtained. He 
urged that there be no interference at this stage. 

Reference W?,S made to a discussion that had taken place earlier that morning, 
before Dr,. Silver's arrivel, and a statement was read which it was propcsed should 
be subr.iitted to lfr. Stettinius for his approval. In this connection, a tele1:ihone 
call hac_ been put through to Ii:r. Stettinius with the object of obtaining an immediate 
appointm.e:t;lt . to see him. 

Dr. Goldstein said that the statement would make it clear that the State 
Department was not out of accord with the declaration of the President to the 
Zionist Organization of America convention, and that having put the State Department 
on record in this way we could work for a better Resolution in the next Congress. 
Given this, we should not press for the Resolution. 

In the course of the further discussion a telephone call came from Mr. 
Stettinius saying that he was prepared to see Dr. Wise at once. Dr. Silver again 
urged that nothing be said to Mr, Stettinius about deferring the Resolution. All 
they should do was to sa;y- that the Zionists had not pressed the Resolution and that 
it was out of their hands; that the appearance of Hr. Stettinius before the Senate 
Committee in opposition to the Resolution was the subject of misinterpretation and 
that it was highly desirable that he issue a communication to Dr. llise, or anyone 
else, stating that his position did not indicate a change of attitude on the part 
of the President, but merely that an expression by tho Senato at present was not 
timely. 
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It was agreed that Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver, Dr. Goldstein and Hr. Shulr.ian should 
go to see rir. Stettinius. 

The meeting resumed in the late afternoon, when Dr,. Silver reported on whc.t 
had happened at the Foreign Relations Committee. It was decided: 

1) to s~nd to Hr. Stettinius without delay the text of the prop osec1. l"le ssage 
from him to Dr. Wise which had been discussed at the interview that morning; 

2) that for the present no statement be issued to the press with r ef e rence 
to the action of the Senate beyond a statement that we are withholding comment at 
the moment pending further explanation. 

It we.s further decided to holc1. a meeting of the plenum Wednesday evening, 
December 20th. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Dr. Silver said that he wished to correct 
the erroneous impression that only the plenum cou],.d act on political matters. The 
(founcil was a political body and everything that it did had a political character. 
The plenum met normally only once a month. If ?, change was proposed whereby the 
Executive Committee would not be entitled to make political decisions that could 
be done, but he did not think it would be right. Dr. Goldstein suggested, however, 
that it was for the plenum to decide on questions of major policy. 
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!, ONDA Y AFTERNOON SE SION 

PRESENT : Dr . l:iilver ( presiding) : 11.aurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, ,,1rs . Judith 
Epstein, Rabbi Sold Gold. Rabbi Israel Goldstein. rs . Rose Halprin, Rabbi ,1ax 
Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, .:rs. Tamar Pool, Louis egal. Her1.~n hulman, Dr. Stephen 
;:, . Wise . 

Dr . Fahum Goldmann, Dr . Be:r;-nard Joseph. Israel 1ereminsky, JudgeBernard 
Rosenblatt, Elihu D. l:itone, Mrs. Denise Tourover, Zorsch Warhaftig . 

Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie. furold P . Janson, Harry L. Shapiro . 

Dr. Silver (who had just come from the Hill) reported on :hat had h1:...ppened : 

11 hile the Committee was still discussing our resolution, r.,r. Stettinius arrived . 

He brou ht a personal appeal from FDR not to liCt on th resolution . He stated tLt1t if 

favorable action were taken by the committee then the Jt te Dept . would have to issue 

an ap~eal to the 3enate not to vote on it . He read reports sent in by the Americ&n 

Legution in Cairo, where roups of 1.ra.bs presented an ultimatum in which they said they 

were prepared to discount pre-election statements ut action by the Con ress of the 

U.S . is something else and no, they ~re likely to take action. 

You can imagine hat effect that had on the Committee . The State Dept . will 

issue a statement ansuming full responsibility for the action of the Foreign Relations 

Committee . 

The amazing thing is that after the appearance of Mr. Stettinius and after he 

made this st~tement the vote to postpone action for this session was 11-8. B Senators 

still insisted on taking favorable action . About the 11 - - there were two proxies, 

one for Senator Glass and one that was manipulated by Tunnell, who had reviously ------given his proxy to lngner . _Tooma~lefft the room so as not to vote : ~illette asked -
to be recorded us not voting . 

The vote was to postpone for this session. There n.1s a previous vote taken, 

as I understand it, on a sugt,esti.on (on tnat I am not very clear) that a sub-

- committee be appointed to meet witn the State Dept . to work out a formula that would 

t be acceptable to the For . Relations Cow.m . ond the enate . This w s opposed by a 

~roup of our friends ~nd by some who were favorable to postponement . 



Mr . Manson went to the State Department to get a copy of the letter i s sued by 

the Dept . taking resp:msibility for the postponement . They wanted it to be 1mown tht..t 

it was they, of their own free will, that action w&s iX)Stponed . 

I would draw your attention to the fact that when we saw Mr . Stettinius a.t 

1 o ' clock he said nothing about having to speak to the President . 

lt is a little too early, under the impact of v:hat hus happened, to evaluate 

what has happened, re the Kind of public statement that we should issue, that 

will depend on what kind of statement has been i::..sued by. Mr . Stettinius . 

One good thing out of tne situation is that we Kept our own skirts clean and 

that we did not commit the colossal mistake tochiy of askin : the ::,enate to defer 

&cti on . We pushed our resolutions as our ~eoplw wanted us to . The State Dept . 

assumes responsibility . Let the public judge. ~ie will not be blamed • .. To that extent 

I am appreciative that after the stormy session this morning there evolved a solution . 

It is all to the good that the failure to act is not the fault of Congress. 

The House did act; and the Foreign elations Committee, which met four times and each 

ti.Ire wanted to act . The Secretary of State appeared twice in pe r son and thethird 

time sent an official communication. and the interest in our c&se is so strong that four 

times the Senate v;anted to act . It is a sense of satisfaction to know that ·,,e were not 

defeated in Con ,ress, that it was a djctum from higher~ that forced tl1em to force a 

delay . It puts the responsibility publicly at the door of the otate Dept . am it is a 

responsibility on which we will be able to capitalize later. 

Pressure wus also put on the Rul6s Committee of the House . St . made a 

telephonic call on Con5 • Saba.th . 

The statement that ~ttinius (is to make public) is to the effect U1at the 

President is frierrlly to the Jews~ 1:.s evidenced by the fact that he created the "liar 

Refugee Board 1 but the t_ime is untimely because of the interu:tional situation. He 

- pr omised that within an hour of rece i ving our stutet ent, he will send it to the 

President . The statement he is issuing is the position of the State Dept. The other 

stutement will be a supplementar~ statement . 
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statement will be a cupplementary statement . 

St . said that the statement which he is issuing now was approved by the 

President (when the session of the .::>enate Committee broke up Sen . Connally told 

the reporters to go to the State Dept . to __, et copies of their stati.,ent.) 

St . said he was going to issue another ~.atement than the one he sent to the 

For . Relations Committee . 

Rep . Saba th v1us called awa:y to Illinois, so a.S not to act . 

The situution is that the President does not want the resolutions . Our 

/sta.te Dept . i3 willing to have difficulties with England over Greece, but not over 

Palestine . 

ile know now rather more clearly where v.e stc.u1d . We ought to take stock of 

our position . If we have lost any illusions it ought to help us in our work for the 

future . 

, r . Shulman : The first thing to consider is whether we should issue any 

stateraent . ~ think it would be a mistake to issue any statement on the btate Dept . 

statement until we 6 et the other state .. ent . Since it is a matter of a few days, it would 

be the part of wisdom to wait until we got the other stater.Jent . 

Dr. 0ilver: St . said he would get into touch with tnc Pres . within an hour . 

St . himself thinks favorable of it . I r~ther think that we eht to draft that 

statement this e~ening and put it in the mail so that it reacnes him tomorrow morning. 

Ar . Shulman : Dr. ,ise is redr~fting it on the train this afternoon . We ou ;ht 

to give him the benefit of our changes . If he gets it tomorrm. morning it will be 

the same thing . 

. ...... . 
11 t this .Point "r . Manson arrived ·:i th a copy of the state::.ent issued b., the 

State Department which Dr . Silver read to the meeting : 

"The department has the utmost sympathy for th...i persecuted Jewish people 
1 of Europe and has been assi-sting them through active support of the work of the ,1ar 
Refugee Board in every possible way . 

"The departwent considers. however, that the passage of the resolution ut tha 

present time would be um,ise from the standpoint of the general intern_ tionai situation 
and has so infomed the Committee m Foreign Rels.tions . 11 



.I 
. ; 
\I 

l 

_ • r i c 

I 

DE 

(cont1nll8d on next pa&e) 



'I. 

( el t o t 
e .ntim»d 

S I • 

2 
of 

,o .iacll , . .., ,:. · ·.di n v • • 

I 

c. ~· r 

.c •• 

tr 



AWA!CAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• ..-142 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date December 12, 1944 

Harry L, Shapirro 

Dy this time you have learned through the press of the d~ision of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations to defer action on the PalesHne resolution, so 
far as this session of Congress is concerned. This decision was taken at the 
insistent request of the State Department. 

We feel that you should have fuller information on the events which transpired 
in Washington. As you will recall, the first intimation that favorable action 
might be taken on the Palcstine✓resolutions cam~ early in October when Secretary 
of War Stimson, through a letter to Senator Taft, lifted the ban on behalf of 
the War Department. This was promptly followed by Congressman Bloom 1s public 
announcement that he would convene a meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the House on November 15th in order to take action on the resolution, His 
announceMent stimulated our friends in the Senate to move in a similar direction. 
A number of public declarations in support of the Zionist program followed 
immediately, the most notable of which was the historic declaration of President 
Roosevelt on October 15th, This pronouncement constituted a complete and une­
quivocal endorsement of Zionist aims and a forthright pledge to help bring 
about their realization. :In conveying the President's statement to the Con­
vention of the Zionist Organization of America, Senator Wagner stated that 
this clears the way for the passace of tho Palestine resolution. 

The Foreign Affairs Committee of the House took favorable action on November 
30th and the resolution went to the Rules Committee, with Congressmen Eloom 
and Wright urging swift and favorable acticn. Even before this favorable 
action by the House Committee, the Senate Committee, at one of its meetings, 
proceeded to consider the Palestine resolution, To the best of our knowledge, 
Senator Connally, chairman, stat ed. that there was some objection on the part 
of the State Department. This occasioned surprise in view of all that had 
ta.ken place, and particularly in view of the President's declnration of 
October 15th. The reaction in the Senate Committee was that it would be neces­
sary for the Secretary of State to appear in person and explain the Department's 
pasition. Accordingly, a few days later -- on December 6th -- Secretary 
Stettinius made a personal appearance before the Senate Committee to urge 
deferment of action. It would seem that his statement did not present con­
vincing ground for deferment of action to the satisf~ction of the Committee, 
but that on the contrary, the Committee decided to consider the resolution 
again at a third executive session which was set for Friday, December 8th. 
At this meeting the State Department repeated its objection in the form of 
a written statement, which again apparently failed to convince tho majority 
of the Committee. A proposal was made to table the resolution, but this 
proposal was defeated and the Commit tee proceeded to consider the worcUng 
of tho resolution. Variations on the original text were suggested. and one 
version by Senator Vandenberg was tentatively adopted. it was decided to hold 
off final action on this version, with the understanding that there would be 
conference between Senators Wagner and Vandenberg on the final wording which 
was to be voted on at a fourth meeting, set for Monday, December 11th. 
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By Monday afternoon the text of a resolution, agreeable to both Senators 
and_ satisfactory from our stand::_Joint, was submitted to the Committee with 
every :prospect of affirmative action being taken. While the Com.mi ttee w2.s 
delib•erating, Secretary Stettinius appeared once more, accompanied by an 
aide, and f~r the third time urgently pressed the Committee to defer action 
at the request of the President. 

Subjected to such repeated pressure, and without an opportunity for any 
representative of the Zionist movement to appear, it was inevitable that 
the Committee would weaken. But it is instructive to note that it yielded 
only on the understanding that the State Department assume full responsibility 
for deferment. The final vote, according to our information, was 11 to 8. 

As part of the same situation, the resolution already approved by the Foretgn 
Affairs ComMittee of the House had been tied up in the House Rules Committee, 
likewise at the insistence of the State Department. 

As ;rou have undoubtedly read, Secretary Stettinius issued a brief public 
statement to explain the stand taken by the Department because of 1the 
general international situation. 11 In addition to the formal statement 
issued in the name of the Department, n press relations officer of the 
Department furnished newsJ)a:perrnen with so-called "background material" on 
the Palestine question which limited itself to the activities of Jewish 
terrorists and the difficulties facing British officials. 

There are many additional facts and other phases of the situation that can­
not be included in this memorandum, which gives only a bare outline . \·/hen 
we first learned that the Executiv8 Branch of the Government was again averse, 
as it had been early this year, to the passage of anjr pro-Zionist resolu­
tions in Congress, prompt steps were taken to clarify the situation and to 
induce the Administration to withdraw its objections. In view of all that 
had happened -- the inclusion of the Palestine planks in the Republican and 
Democratic platforms , the lifting of the military ban on the resolu._tions, 
and the October 15th declaration of the President himself -- it seemed 
incredible that the Administration should take a position so radically 
incon.sistent with the President I s pronouncement , and persist in opposing 
the Congressional resolution with all the power at its command. According­
ly, prompt steps were taken to re~ove such misunderstandings and objections 
that seemed to exist. Approaches were made both to the President and to 
the Secretary of State. These efforts were met by counter-efforts on the 
part of the Administration to induce the Zionist leadership to request 
deferment of action on the resolution. It uas actually .suggested to 
Zionist leaders that they approach Congressional leaders with this re~uest. 
Fortunately, better counsel prevailed. 

It was an impossible position in which to place the Zionist leadership, in 
view of the history of the resolution - the repeated commitments, the 
tremendous campaign carried on throughout the country, and all that 1:ras 
at stake. Renewed pledges to pass tl1e resolution had been securea_ from 
Congressmen and Senators only a few weeks ago, and they were being pressed 
by you and other constituents to act. They felt morally bound to honor 
their pledges . Clearly, the Zionist leaders could not assume the role of 
lobbyists against the resolution ~tl1ich was designed to further the achieve­
ment of Zionist aims . Moreover, action h ad already been initiated by our 
friends in Congress who were resolved to go forward, and once they initiated 
action, it was essential that they be guided and encouraged. 
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We should be heartened by the fact that again it has been demonstrated that 
Congress is with us. Both Committees in the House and Senate were anxious 
to act positively, and many of our friends are determined to introduce a 
Palestine resolution when Congress re-convenes after the first of the year. 
In the Senate Committee a stubborn and gallant fight WM waged in our behalf, 
and resistance was offered to the mounting pressure of the State Depart:nent 
to the very last. This augurs well for any future situation in which the aid 
of Cong ress may be required and this has served notice on the Executive Brwch 
of our G9vernment that our movement has powerful friends in Congress who will 
zealously watch ove r the interests of tho Jewish people when final decisions 
are made. 

Our battle is far frGm over, and tho fight we have waged to date has been a 
good_ one" We are confident that the Zionists of America, who during the past 
year have breathed new life and vitality into our movement, will not allow 
this setback to dissuade them from continuing to shoulder the sacred respons i­
bility which is ours. The fight for the reconstitution of :Palestine as a free 
and democratic Jewis~ Oommonwea2.th goes onl 

HLS:MBP 



oem.ber 12. 1944 

Tho B :i::.ora ,1 ·:ward R. tetti iua 
The Department ot State 
·ash · ngt ., • c. 

I ~ ul oa· n& r · th the dr rt of' the atatomont 
whioh we d111ouned yesterday morning .and copy of which you 
requ3stad nt th e" rli st o nt. You were o z-ocei ve this 
oopy trcm Dr. iee 'by t elegram from Hew York., Your secretary 
int'or:nad Jile that ou ha o not ye ceived i t and I am, thore-
fore• diapatohizlg it to you by messenger. 

I believe, r. Seoratary. that the issuanoe or th1• 
statoment rr. m tl to the pu 1 o ·nll help to allay aome .or 
th miagi vin,;s and reeao.tmant1 which ha'?'e already made the1.r 
•Y into the publ i o preH. The Jewi sh proas particularl is 
reacting bitterly &nd violently to t he intervention of the 
State Dop rtment in t.e situ tion, d t he Presi dent ' s poaition 
ia beine; laid open to grave mia terpr tation in view of hie 
public pronouncenant an etobor 15th. 

u ould you is t o roac o, I a all e at the 1llard 
Hotel until this eve.nlng. • t h tlll good wiah••• p ermit me to 

ain., 

,ery si oerely yours. 

• 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

December 12, 1944 

American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Dear Friends: 

I cannot remain Chairman oi a body one of the leading 
officers of which has, in a matter of supreme import­
ance, deliberate:cy and persistently contravened th• 
decisions of the Plenary Council, with the results.nt 
hurt which has thereby been inflicted upon our sacred 
cause. 

I herewith tender iey resignation as Chairman of the 
Emergency Council, and ask you to present this letter 
to the Council at its next meeting. 

Faithfully yours, 

ssw:eh (signed) Stephens. Wise 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1943, at 4:00 P.M. 

AT THE Oll'FI CE OF THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
41 East 42nd Street, New York City,17. 

PRESENT: Stephen S. Wise,presiding; Abraham H. Cohen, Sol Cohen, Joshua s. 
Epstein, Mendel N. Fisher, David Freiberger, Abraham Goodman, 
Samuel Markewich, Abraham Mazer, Irving Miller, Mrs, David de Sola 
Pool, Herman Zvi ~uittman, Sol Reiter, Louis Rimsky, Bernard A. 
Rosenblatt, Charles J. Rosenbloom, Mrs, Dvora Rothbard, Morris 
Rothenberg, Israel Sachs, Louis Sachs, Louis Segal, Abba Hillel 
Silver, Robert Silverman, Rudolph G. Sonneborn, Sigmund Thau, 
Abraham Uslander, Harold M. Weinberg. 

Samuel Blitz, Baruch Braunstein, Mrs. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. David 
Greenberg, Henry Montor, Martin Rosenbluth, Alex Rothenberg, 
Meyer Steinglass and Herman P. Taubman. 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Administrative Committee, 
October 4, 1943 were approved as circulated. 

COUNCIL OF JE1'TISH FEDEP.ATIONS AND W'ELFARE FUNDS 

Mr. Silverman presented to the meeting a communication from H,L, Lurie 
offering the help of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, if 
found necessary, in the negotiations for the 1944 United Jewish Appeal campaign. 
(Appendix A) 

The letter was ordered placed on file. 

UNION REQ,UESTS 

Mr. Silverman presented two communications under date of November 26, 
1943 from Mildred Naum of the United Office and Professional Workers of America: 

(1) With regard to safeguarding the seniority rights of employees of 
the United Palestine Apneal who have been· temporarily transferred to the 
American Zionist ~mcrgency Council. 

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted that the seniority rights of 
employees of the United Palestine Appeal who have been transferred to the 
Emergency Council should be maintained. 

(2) With regard to the negotiations for the 1944 agreement. 

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted that the officers of the 
UPA be authorized to negotiate a contract for 1944 with th~ Union, 
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AUTEO:R.I ZATI Olli FOR OPEHING NEW BANK ACCOUNT 

The following resolution authorizing the opening of a new bank account 
at the Eanufacturers Trust Company was read and approved: 

11 P.ESOLVED that the United Palestine Appeal is hereby authorized 
to open and from time to time reconcile an account or accounts 
for and in the name of the UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL for the 
year 1944 with the Manufacturers Trust Company, 43rd Street 
and Fifth Avenue, New York, and from time to time to deposit 
the funds of the United Palestine Appeal therein, the same 
to be subject to withdrawal by check, drafts or orders, Hhen 
signed by any two of the following officers: 

11 Abba Hillel Silver, Charles J. Rosenbloom, Abraham Liebovitz, 
Jacob Sincoff, Israel Goldstein, Louis Lipsky, Abraham Goodman, 
Abraham Mazer, Morris Weinberg, Sigmund Thau. The said bank may 
rely upon the authority herein conferred upon said designated 
persons until delive~y to it of a certified copy of a resolution 
of this Committee revoking or modifying the same, and that 
such authority shall include checks drawn to the order of any 
said persons." 

BEPO?,T ON 1944 UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

Dr. Silver described the prolonged negotiations between the J.D.C. 
and U.P.A. for the continuation of the United Jewish Appeal in 1944. He re­
ported that there was a general desire for the continuation of a united effort. 
The principal difficulty in the negotiations centered on the subject of 
traclitional collections of the Je1,rish National Fund. 

The J.D.C. point of view was that when the United Jewish Appeal was 
first formed, the traditional collections of the JNF amounted to a relatively 
small sum and that the J.D.C. was prepared to agree to its exclusion from the 
U.J.A. But since that time, the JNF collections had risen to a substantial 
amount. Resistance of the J.D.C. has increased. During the past few years it 
has made increasingly more determined representations against the traditional 
JNF funds, which in 1943 amounted to some $1,000,000. A special source of 
irritation has been the large functions presented by the JNF in local communi­
ties which have been regarded by some as full-scale campaigns not in accordance 
with the basic agreement. 

The J.D.C. has been maihtaining that all the JNF traditional collections 
should be thrown into the common pool of the U.J.A. This argument was the 
subject of discussion for many long hours. Dr. Goldstein had spent four hours 
on that very subject in a conference with the J.D.C. He then referred to 
negotiations that had been held that very morning with Mr. Fisher of the JNF 
nresent to give an outline and a description of the traditional collections. 

The final proposition that was made with an eye to saving the JNF 
traditional collection organization in America and to permitting it to carry 
on in what have always been regarded as legitimate ways was as follows: 

An initial distribution between the three organizations of $15,000,000, 
of which $1,000,000 is to go to the NRS, in contrast with $1,500,000 of the 
year before; of the remaining $14,000,000 the J.D.C. would be allotted 
$8,640,000 and the U.P.A. $5,360,000. 
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A q_uestion has been raised as to what will happen to sums above 
$1,100,000 raised by the JNF, since the JDC has insisted on that as a 
ceiling. That question is still to be disposed of. 

Any amounts above $15,000,000 would go to an Allocations Committee. 
Fo definite word of acceptance had come from the JDC, but he believed that the 
proposal would be accepted. 

Mr. Sonneborn referred to a newspaper statement issued by the J.D.C. 
,.,i th regard to a proposed budget for the year of $17,000,000. He asked about 
the source of additional income for the JDC above the amount it receives from 
the United Jewish Appeal. Dr. Silver explained that this was a budget of 
needs and not a statement of expenditures. 

In resnonse to Judge Rothenberg 1 s query as to whether the proposition 
made to the J.D.C. would place no restrictions on JNF traditional collections 
up to $1,100,000, Dr. Silver reported that the J .D. C. is insisting u·Jon the 
ap1)o intment of a control committee made up of two representatives of the J.D.C., 
two of the U.1'.A. and a fifth to be selected by these four. The task of this 
committee would be to see to it that conflicts which have arisen will not arise 
in the future with reference to JNF activities especially in the launching of 
efforts at the time when UJA campaigns are under way. 

Dr. Silver, in response to inquiries, suggested that there should be 
an avoidance of such affairs as public banq_uets and large-scale meetings which 
take on the character of a campaign because those enterprises irritate not 
only a few people in the JDC, but many friends all over the country. 

Mr. Fisher expressed his deep sense of appreciation to Dr. Silver and 
to all the representatives of the UFA for handling the negotiations in a 
splendid manner. The proposal to which Dr. Silver referred had been placed 
b efore the Administrative Committee of the JNF which had made only one request: 
that the ~atter of a ceiling be eliminated if possible. Mr. Fisher said that 
the proposal sounded very satisfactory to him and was logical. He was in favor 
of ap-r;>roving the report of the committee. 

Rabbi Miller inquired whether the J.D.C. includes in the U.J.A. pool all 
the contributions it receives from outside the United States. Dr. Silver re­
plied that it does not and pointed out that insofar as Palestine funds are 
concerned, the UFA deals only with income raised in the United States. 

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted that the report on 
negotiations for 1944 presented by Dr. Silver be unanimously adopted and 
approved with an expression of deep appreciation to him for his service. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Mr. Rosenbloom presented reports on the financial status of the UFA 
as of Decemher

0

14, 1943 (Appendix B) and of the U.J.A. as of December 15, 1943 
(Appendix C). The reports were accepted as read. 

Judge Rothenberg expressed gratification over the results of the 1943 
campaign, the UFA having received a very substantial amount - some $2,500,000 
more than last year. He thanked the UFA representatives on the Allotment 
Committee, headed by Dr. Silver, and the members of the staff, headed by Mr. 
Montor, for the excellent manner in which the campaign had been conducted. 
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It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that record be made of 
the deep appreciation of the United Palestine Appeal to Dr. Silver and 
Charles _J. Rosenbloom on the Allotment Committee and to the members of the 
staff under Mr. Mentor for their eff~ts in the past year. 

YOUTH ALIYAH COMMITTEE 

A report on the negotiations conducted by the sub-committee of the UFA 
with the sub-committee of Hadassah on the question of Youth Aliyah was presented 
by Mr. Sonneborn. He referred to the multiplicity of campaigns based on youth 
immigration into Palestine. His committee had b6en animated by the desire to 
establish an instrumentality to coordinate the appeals under the aegis of an 
advisory committee. He pointed out that Youth Aliyah during its years of exist­
ence had brought over 10,000 children to Palestine and that the Hadassah under 
a UFA franchise had been responsible for the work in the United States. More 
recently, other organizations have come into the field. In some communities 
there have been three and sometimes as many as five campaigns on the basis of 
child immigration into Palestine, all appealing to the same comnnmity. 

Mr. Sonneborn then read the draft of an agreement which had been arrived 
at between the UFA and Hadassah (Appendix D). 

Mrs. Rothbard observed that exactly the same report had been presented 
at the last meeting of the Administrative Committee of the UPA. She asked why 
the other organizations working in this field had not been invited to join 
in the formulation of the agreement. She felt that the resolution should be 
sent back and that the other organizations should be invited in to help 
formulate the agreement. The Pioneer Women had gone on record as being ready 
to send its money to the Jewish Agency which it had been doing. She felt that 
as the resolution now reads it is not acceptable, because it makes only the 
UPA and Hadassah partners and disregards all other organizations. 

Mr. Sonneborn pointed out that the Jewish Agency has assumed an over­
all obligation to cover the immigration certificates. The UPA is the fund­
raising agency in this country of the Jewish Agency and therefore it has the 
primary responsibility in facing the total problem. His committee had sug­
gested the formation of an Advisory Committee to include all agencies dealing 
with child immigration~ If that plan is aa:ceptable, it will be the duty of 
the Chairman to appoint four representatives of the UPA to serve on that 
Advisory Committee. 

Mrs. Pool recalled the history of child immigration work. She said 
that up to the present time Hadassah had been the sole agency for Youth 
Aliyah. However, Hadassah recognized that with the change in conditions, 
there will be immigration in much larger numbers, and only for that reason 
does it envisage a different setup. Therefore, with the United Palestine 
Appeal, it is setting up this coordinating committee, inviting the other 
organizations to join. Hadassah does not want to do more than one organization 
should do. So long as the work comes within the framework in which Hadassah 
can meet its responsibility, it is against the public interest to have a 
multiplicity of appeals, which confuse the public and endanger the cause. She 
therefore urged that the agreement as read be accepted by the United Falestine 
Appeal. She felt that the supporting agencies that want to work, should be 
given an opportunity within a well ordered program, just as Hadassah accepts 
the discipline of the Keren Hayesod, Jewish National Fund, etc. She said 
that the Jewish Agency has recognized their position, as has also the UPA. 
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Mrs. Israel Goldstein asked whether Hadassah is a part of the United 
Palestine Appeal or whether it is an equal partner. She felt that Hadassah is 
a constituent part of the United Palestine Appeal just as any of the other 
organizations are, and therefore she did not feel that a resolution, already 
dra,.vn up, should be presented without the help of the other organizations. 
She admitted that the public was confused, but she believed that this confusion 
stemmed from the fact that Hadassah continually told the public that it was 
the sole agency for child immigration. Naturally then, when other organizations 
asked for funds, the public was confused. Referring to Mr. Sonneborn 1s remark 
that Youth Aliyah was a part of Hadassah, Mrs. Goldstein said that this was 
confusing, as Hadassah is a part of Youth Aliyah. Hadassah has a Youth Aliyah 
Committee in this country, but Hadassah is a part of the whole international 
movement called Youth Aliyah, and that the 10,000 children brought into 
Palestine were brought in by the whole Youth Aliyah all over the world. She 
felt that a coordinating coIIll!littee should be formed by the United Palestine 
A~peal, of which each organization interested should be a part. 

Mr. Mentor said that in 1935 the Jewish Agency entrusted to the United 
Palestine Appeal the sole and exclusive right to determine how funds for Youth 
Aliyah should be raised in the United Statese The leaders of the UFA at that 
time turned over to Hadassah the franchise that it had, and Hadassah exercised 
that franchise under the U~ited Palestine Appeal. The United Palestine Appeal, 
however, does have the responsibility, and has it only because it is the fund­
raising instrument for the Keren Hayesod, and that is how it derives its 
r elationship to the Jewish Agency. The United Palestine Appeal has two things 
to determine: (a) how to distribute that franchise and (b) how to preserve the 
interest of the Jewish Agency and of Youth Aliyah in this country. H~ felt 
that the United Palestine Appeal, as the major body, had the right to take 
such action as seems warranted to protect itself and the name of Palestine, 
which had not been done by the a-ppeals that have been made. He pointed out 
that Hadassah is not a constituent of the United Palestine Appeal, but is an 
entirely separate fund-raising organization which does not remit its funds 
through the UPA, and the U?A does not claim the funds. It is merely because 
the Keren Haye sod and Keren !{ayemeth have the support of all elements of the 
Zionist movement that Hadassah and others are represented on the Board of 
the UPA. The UPA could have taken this position: that it ride roughshod over 
everybody to protect the Jewish Agency and the good name of Palestine. It 
did not do that because it recognized that for the period of eight years 
Hadassah had been the sole fund-raising agency in the United State s which had 
the only charter from the only recognized body to raise funds for Youth Aliyah. 
The UPA therefore approached Hadassah to arrive at some understanding. Mr. 
Montor emphasized that in taking this action it is very likely that the UPA 
is yielding the legal rights which it acquired in 1935 from the Jewish Agency, 
but he f elt that that was a risk well worthwhil e taking in view of the greater 
achievement of a coordinated fund--raising effort. He urged that the United 
Palestine Appeal accept the recommendation presented by Mr. Sonneborn ~s a 
means of safeguarding youth immigration. He also said that, in accordance 
with a cable of December 4, 1943 addressed to the United Palestine Appeal by 
Henrietta Szold, Eliezer Ka-plan and Georg Landauer, Hadassah could, if it 
wished, complet ely ignore the United Palestine Apueal. 

Mr. Taubman expressed agreement with Mrs. Goldstein. 

Mrs. Greenberg felt that the UFA and Hadassah had a certain right to 
parity -- the UPA becau~~ of' i.ts ::t0ward~hip of fund-rail'\ing, and Hadass':l.h 
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becaus e / ~4,000,000 :which it had raised~ and the fact that it had carried so% 
of the Youth Aliyah budget could not be ignored. 

Ifr. Segal felt that the only problem involved was to eliminate the fear 
of t he other organizations that they may be prohibited from raising funds. He 
dia. not think that anyone was interested in stop:ning any organization from carry­
ing on campaigns in a legitimate way. 

Judge Ro-;henberg did not agree entirely ,_.,ithMr. Segal 1 s t hought that all 
•-re a1·e interested in is to have everyone who can render service to Palestine, 
render it. We are also interested in having some form of discipline. He did not 
lmou whether the other bodies had the right to go out to raise money for Youth 
Aliyah, but certainly, he felt, there can be no question about the fact that 
Hadassah is the authorized body for collecting money in America. No one wanted 
to stop the other organizations, but when it came to the point wher e the --oublic 
mind was being confused, the United Palestine ApPeal thought it was necessary 
for something to be done. Apparently what is resented, Judge Rothenberg said, 
is the fact that an advisory committee has been set up without the cooperation 
of the other organizations and that the representation is 4 for the UFA, 4 for 
Hada csah, and one each for the other organizations. He, therefore, suggested, 
that, since time was not pressing, the committee should not be discharged and 
that it should call toget•P,r representatives from all the bodies and discuss 
the matter further. 

Motion was made and carried that the present committee be continued and 
that representatives of all organizations raisinc:; funcls for c'~ ild im~.1 i gration 
b e i nvit ed to join in the discussions. 

HATIO::AL COID:CIL ME:STilTG Il~ NEW YOP.K 

Mr. Silverman advised. that the United Palestine Anneal r eures entatives 
on the United Jewish Appeal felt that it is imnortant that a me eting of the 
Nati os·1al Council of the United Palestine An1?eal be held in New York , similar 
to t ~at held last year at the Biltmore Potel, I t is suggested t hat t h is meeting 
ir:clude a session for the Council of Palestine Organizations. '2:hi s body has 
been somewhat neglectecl and it is felt, Mr. Silverman stated , tha t t his would be 
a good onuortunity to revive it, since it ha s taken very intensive action with 
r egard to the protest against the White Paper and in favor of a Jewish Common­
wealth in Palestine. Mr. Silverman said that it is planned to have an all-day 
s , ssion, with a dinner in the evening, to be held on January 30, \·•ith SenP. tor 
Alben \·!. Barkley as the main speaker. 

After a discussion, it was the consensus that this meeting of the 
National Council of the United Palestine Appeal should be held, and t he 
o:..~ga:1ization should proceed to build up the finest kina. of meeting ·•Jossible. 

CI~·cr:::rATI CONFE?.ENCE OF TE3 UITITED PALESTINE APPEAL 

Mr. Silverman advised that a U.P.A. Regional Conference, embracing Ohi.Q... 
Kentuck;,r , Indiana, 1•re s t Virginia and Tennessee was sched.u.led. to be hald in 
Cincinnati on January 9, 1944, This was al)proved. 

UJA. $300,000 ALLOCATIO:; TO JE~·:ISF. AGE:tTCY 

Dr. Silver referred to the 8300,000 allocation made to the United 
Palestine Appeal by the Allotment Committee of the United Jewish Appeal. This 
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money 1:,as specifically earmarked for the purpose of w1p1ng out the deficit of 
the Jewish Agency dating back to 1939 which amounted to about -" 290, 000. Dr. 
Silver advised that actually the Allotment Committee cannot directly allocate 
money to the Jewish Agency; it can allocate it only to the United Palestine 
ApJ.)eal, and the latter is bound by its contractual agreement as between the 
Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth. However, the United Palestine Appeal 
acce~ted the $300,000 with the instructions of the Allotment Committee, and 
the matter should be adjusted as between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, 
and whatever arrangements they arrive at will be satisfactory. The records 
must show, however, that the money has gone to the Jewish Agency to meet the.t 
specific obligation. 

Mr. Goodman expressed surprise that this matter should have reached the 
agenda of the United Palestine Appeal, as he was under the impression that the 
money belonged to the Jewish Agency and that there was no question of dividing 
it between the two funds. He said that he had spoken to Dr. Goldstein on 
the matter and that the latter was of the same opinion. Since there is a 
question, Mr. Goodman suggested that a committee should be appointed of the 
Koren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, and if they cannot straighten it out, an 
imnartial person should decide it. 

Judge Rosenblatt felt that it was not a question for the Joint Committee, 
bocc.usc that would create a 50-50 opinion, and he referred to a precedent when 
tho United Palestine Appeal accepted money for Palestine from the JDC for a 
special purpose. 

Dr. Silver said that the Ul'A representatives did not ask for the money. 
It was a suggestion of the Allotment Committee. 

Mr. Mon tor agreed with Dr. Silver, He felt that the Keren Hayesod 
should be the first to question the wisdom of accepting this specific allocation, 
as, once the right of the Allotment Committee to determine how funds are to be 
distributed within the organization is accepted, there might be repercussions 
in the future. 

It was agreed that the question of the $300,000 allocation to the 
Jewish Agency be handled between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth. 

1944 UPA 0RGA1TIZATI0F 

Dr. Silver said that the agreement between the Keren Hayesod and Keren 
Kayemeth as regards the UFA setup for 1944 should have been completed by now. 
In this connection he said: 

11 ! should like to request of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Ka;remeth to 
relieve me of the responsibility of the chairmanship as of the first of 1944. 
I have now served in this capacity for a number of years and I would be most 
happy to continue but for the fact which is known t~ you: that I have accepted 
some very heavy and serious responsibilities in connection with the political 
work of our movement, which responsibilities take up a great deal of my time 
and my energy; and I am not in position frankly to carry both important tasks. 
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There are some splendid people who can step in and carry on the work of the 
United Palestine Appeal. The setup for 1944 is practically completed as far 
as negotiations are concerned. The machinery is here and has been built up 
very competently over quite a number of years, and I believe that it ought not 
be difficult to get someone of standing and character and reputation in this 
country to head the work. And so I should like to pass that thouiht on to the 
Joint Committee of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth who are to select their 
official family for the coming year. I should like the privilege of remain­
ing a member of the Administrative Committee of the United Palestine Appeal, 
and I 1.,Till do all I can to help with the work11 • 

:t,rATIO~~AL CO:t-lFERENCE OF UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 

In response to an inquiry by Mr. Segal as to whether it is planned to 
hold a National Conference this year, Dr. Silver s&id that such a Conference 
would be held, but that it was not planned as yet. He mentioned that the 
National Council meeting in January has always been a sort of preview of the 
National Conf erence later on. 

THE ME:cJTING WAS ADLTOURNED AT 5 :15 P .M. 

, 
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(APPENDIX A) 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS 
AND WELFARE FUNDS 

C 
0 

p 
y 

165 West 46th Street 
New York City 

November 10, 1943 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman 
United Jewish Appeal 
E. 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The Board of Directors of our Council held a meeting in Pittsburgh on 
November 6th and 7th. One of the subjects considered was the United Jewish 
Appeal and the desirability of a renewal of the UJA for 1944. 

We understand that negotiations are going on for a renewal of your annual 
agreement and the Council is cognizant of the great interest of our member 
agencies in this program for joint fund-raising for overseas and refugee work 
which has been continued from year to year since 1939. If during the processes 
of negotiation the help of the Council, representing the Jewish welfare funds 
of the country, would be of assistance, our president, Sidney Hollander, is 
authorized to appoint a committee to represent the Council. 

We will take no further action until we receive word from you that our 
interest and participation in your negotiations is indicated. 

You will also be interested to know that the General Assembly of the Council 
will be held from February 4th to 7th, 1944, in Pittsburgh. Monday, February 7th, 
is available for meetings of interest to our membership which may be arranged by 
the major ov erseas and national agencies. If you have any desire to plan for 
such a meeting, please let us know at your earliest convenience. 

Same l e tter to: Mr. Rosenwald 
Rabbi Wise 

cc: Mr. Montor 

Sincerely yours, 

H. L. Lurie 
Executive Director 



.. . .. UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 

DECEMBDR 14, 1943 

Bank Balance as of January 1, 1943 

INCOME: 
United Palestine Appeal 
Jewish National Fund 
United. Jewish Appeal 
Uni tecl Jewish Appeal 
United Jewish Appeal 
United Jewish Appeal 
United Jevrish Appeal 
Prior Campaigns 

- 1943 (Bequests $4 ,175.51 
771,359.58 

3,390,000.00 
1,711,000.00 

57,476.02 
9,894.24 
3,138.91 

760.56 

- 1943 (thru Sept.) 
- 1943 
- 1942 
- 1941 
- 1940 
- 1939 

Total Cash Received 

DI SBUPSEiiENTS 
Je1,1 ish National Fund - 1943 $1,915,075.00 

791,755.00 
70,600.00 
9,643.02 
1,075.00 

139 .87* 
177.11** 

- 1942 
- 1941 
- 1940 
- 1939 
- 1938 
- 1937 
- 1936 140.00 $2,788,605.00 

Palestine Foundation Fund - 1943 
- 1942 
- 1941 
- 1940 
- 1939 
- 1938 
- 1937 

-------

Sl,915,075.00 
791,755.00 

70,600.00 
9,643.02 
1,075.00 

139. 87* 
177.11** 

- 1936 140.00 $2,788,605.00 -------

lUzrachi Palestine Fund - 1943 125,000.00 
$5,702,210.00 

S"::;RVICE PAYbENTS 
Zionist Organization 
l':i zr.?,chi Ort;aniza t ion 
Poale Zion - Zeire Zion 
iiasho □er Hatzair 

- 1943 

- 1943 
- 1943 
- 1943 

Executive Committee Grants -
Hational Administrative Exnenses - 1943 

$ 54,000 .00 
9,800.00 
9,800.00 
1,200.00 

4,853.41 
97,056.44 

Total Cash Disbursements 
Bank Balance as of December 14, 1943 

National City Bank 
Public National Bank 

$120,827,36 
5,000.00 

$125,827.36 

*Includes $47.62 for 1938 Palestine Emereency Fund 
*""Includes $59.04 for 1937 11 11 11 

$ 74,800.00 

101,909.85 

Appendix · , 

$ 56,942.39 

5,947,804.82 

$6,004,747.21 

$5,878,919.85 
$125,827.36 
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1943 National 
N. Y. C. 

1942 :National 
N. Y. C. 

APPEflHX e 
STATUS OF 1943 UUITED JE1·'ISH AflPEAL 

As of December 13, 1943 

Pledges 

$10,744,266.73 
4,150,000.00* 

$14,894,266.73 

$ 9,893,836.92 
4,557,696.16 

$14,451,533.08 

Cash Received 

$ 7,151,383.60 
4,150,000.00 

$11,301,383.60 

$ 9,759,816.56 
3, 719 , 800 • 00 

$13,479,616.56 

Disbursed 1943 

J.D.C. 
U.P.A. 
N.R.S. 

$5,610,000. 
3,390,000. 

.' 1 , 500 , 000 . 
$10,500,000. 

Expended 407,008. 

J.D.C. 
U.P.A. 
N.R. S. 

$10,907,008. 

$6,896,500. 
4,028,500. 
2,000,000. 

Allocation Comm. 5,000. 
$12,930,000. 

Expended 496,550. 
$13,426,550. 

*This figure represents actual cash received from N.Y.C. 
and does not take into account total of pledges. 

ALLOTMENT COMiITTEE ALLOCATIONS FOR 19~3 

(On the basis of $15,800,000 - being available for distribution) 

J.D.C. $ 5,610,000.00 $ 2,750,000.00 8,360,000.00 
U.P.A. 3,390,000.00 2,550,000.00 5,940,000.00 
N.R.S. 1,500,000.00 1,500,000.00 

$10,500,000.00 $ 5,300,000.00 $15,800,000.00 
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(APPENDIX D) 

DRAFT OF AGR~:sl,IENT 

Hadassah and the United Palestine Anpeal have taken note of the multiplicity 

of appeals which have been launched in the Jewish communities in connection with 

the certificates for Eurouean Jewish children to enter Palestine. Confusion and 

chaos have resulted. 

Hadassah which has been recognized as the sole agency for Youth Aliyah in the 

USA by the U.P.A, since 1935, has been responsible for the collection of funds for 

this project. However, Hadassah recognizes that,should the greatly increased im­

migration implicit in the large certificate grant be made possible, there must be 

a change in the status quo and a new machinery set up to meet the new circumstances. 

For the present, however, in order to avoid further confusion in the minds of the 

contributing public, the following proposals are put forth by Hadassah and the 

U.P.A. 

1) that an advisory coordinating coml!littee be created consisting of an equal number 

of representatives from the U.P.A. and Hadassah to which shall be added one repre­

sentative of ·each of the recognized organizations participating in youth imrnigra-

tion; 

2) that this committee shall attempt to coordinate and integrate all fund-raising 

efforts in the field in order that a clear picture of the project be presented to 

the public; 

3) that the coordinating coml!littee - should the situation change and immigration 

in excess of 2,000 a year become a fact - will be entrusted with the task of work­

ing out the ways and means of meeting the new situation and setting up the machin­

ery for the collection of the necessary funds. 
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EX., No. III 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TEE EXECUTIVE COMMI'I-TEE OF THE Z.C • .A, HELD TUESDAY 
EVENING-, DECEMBER 19TH, 1944 .A.T 8:00 P .. M, AT THE ID.1\7 YORK CFFICES, 41 EA.ST 

~ 42ND STREET, NEW YORK CITY. 

PR~SENT: Dr. Israel Goldstein, presidingl ~obert M, Bernstein, Maurice M, 
BoUkstein, A. K. Epstein, Hon. M. Maldv1in Fertig, Jacob Fishman, 
Daniel Frisch, Dr. Solomon Goldnan, Abraham Goodman, Ilabbi Simon 
Greenberg~ Babbi William Greenf~ld 1 Dr. James G, Heller, Judge 
Louis E. Levinthal: Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Irving D. Lipko~itz, 
Tulbbi Irving Miller, Emanuel Neumann, Abraham Redelheim, Louis P. 
Rocker: Judge Bernard .A. Rosenblatt, Hon., Albert D. Schanzer, 
Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba HilleLSilver, Louis E. Spiegler, Saul S. 
Spiro, Robert Szold, DeweyD. Stone, Elihu D. Stone, William H. 
Sylk, Herman L. Weisman, and Dr. Stephens. ·rise~ 

S'I!A.FF: 

Sarmel Berson, Paul Z~ Byne: Mendel N. Fisher, Herzl Fishma.n, 
Dr. Nahum Gtildmann, Mrs. Emanuel Halprin, Harry Levine, Leo J. 
Rosen, and Mrs. Herman Shulman,. 

Ernest E. Barbarash, Dr. Shlomo Bardin, Dr. s. Bernstein, Oscar 
Leonard, and Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn. 

Tho meeting i,w.s called to order by Dr. Goldstein at 8 :45 P. M. 
Sauls. Spiro, National Secretary of the ZO.A., presented a report on th~ general 
status and progress of the organization for the period beginning Cctober 1,1944 • 
.A. motion was made and seconded that the report be adopted, and was unanimously 
passed. (This report in comprehensive form will accompany the minutes of the 
Administrative Council meeting of January 7th, 1945 which will be mailed out 
shortlyo) 

The meeting then proceeded to the consideration of the recent events 
leadin~ to the deferment of th~ Palestine Resolutions in Congress, and the 
developments in the Emergency Jouncil in connection therewith. 

The Chairman called Upon ~r. Si,lver, Co-Chairman and Chairman of the \ 
Elcecutive Corrmittee Emergency Council to report on the situation. Dr. Silver 
stated that he was not prepared to present his report, since he lad BxPected 
to do so before the Eme~_9.Quncil at the meeting of that body scheduled 
for the following ~ing, after Tihich he would feel free to discuss the 
content of~ort with its constituent organizations, including the ZOA 
Executive. It was suggested by the db.airman that discussion of the matter 
had already been held by the other groups represented upon the Council, and that 
the Zionist Executive should also be fully informed and in a position to con­
sider and discuss the problems involved. 

A discussion followed, in ,..,hich Dr. James Heller, Hon. Albert D. Schanzer, 
Mr. Herman Shulman~ and Ron. M. Malwin Fertig, Mr. Herman L. Weisman and Dr. 
Silver participatedo The consensua was that, whether or not Dr. Silver pre­
sented a report, the Executive Committee of the ZO.A. was under a duty to discuss 
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the matter, Dr. Silver was again urged to give a report and again declined 
to do so, upon the grounds already stated. 

Dr. Goldstein outlined the salient facts, stating that at a meeting of 
the Council on November 21st, it was agreed that at this time the Palestine 
Resolutions were not to be pressed in Congress if the approval of the President 
and the State Department could not be obtained, since it '\78.S felt that another 
deferment would be hurtful to our cause. The Council was informed by the \ 
Secretary of State that President Roosevelt desired that Zionists leave the 
matter in his hands a little longer. Additional efforts uere made to obtain 
approval, but these were unsucceseful. Shortly thereafter, a resolution worded 
in a manner unsatisfactory to many because it retained the word 11ultimataly 11 

and removed the word 11Jewiah11 before 11 Cornmonwea.lth", was reporteq. out favorably 
by the House Foreign ~ffairs Committee. The Resol~tion then ca.me before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, with the result that it '\78.S once more 
deferred. The Chairman indicated that these facts were well known; the problem 
confronting most Zionists was how this result came about. In the ensuing dis­
cussion, it ~as brought out that Dr. Wise was tendering his resignation as 
Chairman of the Emergency Council on the ground that he 11 cannot longer remain 
the Chairman of a body, one of the leadin~ officers of which is guilty of 
deliberate and persistent violation of its deoisiona, (namely of the Emergency 
Committee) conduct which has inflicted. great hurt upon our sacred cause. it 

.A number of ZOA members of the :Emergency Couneil uho ~ere present joined 
the discussion. 

Judge Levinthal pointed out (1) that the Emergency Council had. coneiatently ( 
and repeatedly decided not to press the Resolutions until they were assured of 
the ap~roval of the President and State Department; (2) that the Council had 
discussed the problematic value of the passage of the Resolutions, even with 
that approval, in view of the strong declarations of policy already obtained, 
and (3) in reply to a query, th8t it TTas highly improbable that the House and 
Senate Committees of Congress acted of its omi volition, in the face of known 
presidential disapproval. 

Mr. Herman Shulman pointed out (1) that prior to the Council meetin~ of 
November 21st there nere apparent unani,,.,,oua agreement; that on Octo,ber 30th~ 
after discussion the Council decided unanimously not to press fotthe reporting 
out of the Resolutions m.thout the definite consent and approval of the Chief 
Executive and the Department of State, and that Dr. Silver on that occasion 
stated: 11We will not go ahead. with the resolution without fully canvassing 
the situa~ion. If the ansner from the State Department is at all vague, we 
Tiill not recommend proceed.in€: m.th it•"; (2) at the meetin~ of November 21st 
it Tias reported that a committee incluqing Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver has seen 
Mr. Stettinius, and that a few days later Dr. ITis0 had been informed by Mr. 
Stettiniua that it was the desire of the Chief Executive that action be post­
poned. Dr. Wise so informed Dr. Silver. The Council, after discussion, con­
cluded that this was a definite request not to press the Resolution; (3) Dr. 
Silver suggested that a further attempt be made to secure the approval of the 
President but the decision not to proceed in the face of his request was 
reaffirmed. T:lls attempt uas made, through Senator Wagner, and '78 were again 
advised not to press the IIBtter at this time. 
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Mr. Shulman recalled that after the October 30th meeting, Dr. Wise com­
rrnmicated uith Congressman Sol ]loom, Chairman of the HousG Foreign Affairs 
Committee, TTho agreed to take no action on the Resolution until further notice 
from Dr. Wise. It was further brought out that on November 27th Dr. Silver 
strongly Urted Congreasma.n Bloom to go foruard ~ith the Palestine Resolution in 
spite of the failure to obtain Exeeutive approval, and on November 30th the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee reported the Resolution out favorably, in a form 
~ot acceptable to many Zionists, as previously indicated. 

At this point Dr. Silver stated that he still felt that it '78-8 his duty to) f\ 
preeent his report fi•rst to the &nergency Council, e.nd that it was pointless ~ 
to rennin, since ha could not participate in the discussion. lie thereupon left 
the meeting. 

Dr. Solomon Goldman examined critically a report dated Dec~mber 12th, 
issued by Mr. Harry Shapiro, Director of the Emergency Council, addressei to 
local chairmen. The facts as reported seem to indicate, Dr. Gold.man continued, 
that one member of the Council took it upon himself to violate the agreement 
and decisions of the Council. In doing so he has violated discipline, has 
jeopardized the Zionist movement and proper8l!:JC'tions should be imposed. 

In a discussion, it was G'Ubmitted that it had been difficult to eonsult 
with Dr. Silver ~ho on several prior occasions had either declined to discuss 
the situation at a ~iven time or had interposed technical objections of lack 
of due notice. 

Dr. Heller summarized the difficulties confronting the Emergency ~ouncil 
as folloTis: 

11The spirit of thoso of us uho came together \78.S that u8 TT0re profoundly 
concerned and profoundly perplexed. We did not kno'w .1hat to do; ue ,ere facea 
first of all with the actual presentation of the resolutions. We did not knou 
hov, the resolutions had come into the House. Then n-e did not knou hoTT the 
resolutions uero coming before the Foroi&ll Relations Oommittee of th8 Senate; 
ue wanted to knou uhat we should do. Should no agree to the changes in verbiage 
which had come to us through the press and through the address uhich Dr. Silver 
ma.de at tho .American Jewish Conference which some of us disapproved of, and 
thought nero perilous? Should ne follow the same procedure in tho Sena.tG which 
had not yet had the meeting of the Foreign Relationa Committee? We merely 
ua.nted to sit do.m and talk it over and uere met Tiith refusals Upon technioal 
grounds. 11 Dr. Heller deplored the inaccurate and misleading statements contained. 
in the December 12th report of the Emergency Council which had received nide 
distribution, and the false sense of security disseminated at the American 
Jm1ish Conference when predictions ucro made by Dr. Silver that 11 the resolutions 
uould pass Without any trouble in the House and in the Senate uithin ten days. 

1'A vory false atmosphere uas created by this address; false eXPectations 
nere aroused. Nothing was said about the opposition of the President, although 
tho ~pposition of the President had been expressed before the Amarican Jewish 
Conference convened, on three separate occasions. 11 
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Thereupon the folloning resolution was moved by Dr. Heller and duly 
sec~nded~ ____ _ 

(1) It is the sens~ of the Executive Committee of the Zicnist Organiza­
tion of America that the actions of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver in relaticn to the 
resolutions before the Congress of the United States Pere in contravention of 
the decisions of the Zionist »nergency Council; 

(2) That the resignation of Dr. ~ise is justified as a protest against 
these actions; 

(3) That in the light of these facts and in the political interests of 
t he movement it is our conviction that the services of Br. Silver as Co-Chair­
man of the Energency Council and as Chairman of its Executive Corr:rnittee should 
not oe continUe. 

Mr. :BoUkstein offered additional and recent facts to brine: the Executive 
Committee uu to date on the situation. He mentioned that on Thursday, December 
~ Stephen s. \7ise convoked a r.ieeting of the entire fuergency CouncU at 
~hich time the entire situation was canvassed again, and all ~resent agreed that 
it ~as inadvisable, as well as a disservice to the movenent to press for the 
resolutions in the f ace of the reco~~endations for delay mnde by the President 
of the Unite1 States and the attitude of the State De-partment. It i"as furtherp 
d.ecided that a ~gatie,consisting of Dr. Goldstein. reuresenting the ZCA, _,,; 

·· l"rs. Judi tr. Ecs ~in, re-present int: Uadassar.., Hayim Greenberg, representing .Poale-
Zion, and ~d representing Hizrachi, met vri th Dr. Silver in ifashington. 
Hr. J3cUkstein further stated: Dr. Goldstein, Hr. Greenber~ and Mrs. ]}pstein 
later re-oorted that they y•ere unable to dissuade Dr. Silver from pressing the 
resolutions in Con~r~ss, and therefore purS'Uant to instructions given them at the c9_ 
:Emergency Council meeting, met nith Hr. ~sand informed the Secretary 
of Sta.ta that they do not accept the F"resident 1 s jud~ent in this matter, tM~ 
t. y see no r~ · ·by the resolutions should not be passed by Congress, but that 
if the President's mind remains unchangei, they would not press for the passage 
of the resolutions at this time. 

· Mr. llcUl':stein also revealed. that sirnul taneously rri th this visit of a. dele- ) 
~aticn of the Emergency Council in accordance Tiith official instructions, to 
1-'1r. Stettiniu.s, :Dr. Silver and Rabbi Gold visited meTTJ.bers of tl1e Senate and uri;ed 
the.t t he resolutions be pressed. ,..tthen IYr. C'r('ldstein, Hrs. J}pstein and IIayim j 
Greenber~ in confcrrnity with a decision of the Dmergency Council visited the 
f:enate t hey rrer3 as1-:ei 11whc represents the Zionist movement? _ Do you represent · ~ 
the Zicnis_t movement or do Dr. Silver and Dr. Gold? 11 

Mr. Fertig urged that in the interests of harmony the resolutions prouosod 
by Dr. Eeller be tabled pendint; further consideration. He stated he rras ~erfectly 
uilling t o leave this matter in the hands of our representatives on tho :Ehorgency 
Council tcmcrrow ni,i;ht and let them act •••• • ,"'.e oue;ht not provoke an acute 
situaticn •..• I think the thin~ for us to do is to ccmpose our differences ani 
not to cause further division, 

Lr. Dc'\"'ey Stone concurred in the opinion held by Mr. Fertig and exnressed 
sufficent ccnfidenc~ in our meMbers on the Emergency Council "to leave it to 
t hem to act as fr~~ agents in a mission which the~ own conscience and best 
ju.i;;ment dictates tomorrou, at a place >'here I thinl;: this _deserves to be finally 
a.djud.icated. 11 
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Judge Levinthal suggested that as a l;Uide to the ZOA representatives ~n 
the Emergency Council a proviso be inserted in the pending resolution that 
''unless new facts be revealed tomorrow, this be the sense of this meeting; 
that we leave it to our representatives to decide if any new facts are presented 
whether the entire problem ought to be presented de novo to a special meeting 
of the Executive Committee. If we have coufidence in our representatives we can 
leave it to their judment. Certainly '170 all realize the value of keeping peace. 11 

Dr. Heller accepted the amendment as offered by Judge Levinthal. A dis­
~ussion then ensured in which Rabbi Simon Greenberg, Dr. Helle, Babbi Greenfeld, 
Mr. Ueisrnan and Judge Levinthal participated. Ri}bbi GreenJ~ld emphasized that ,,,--
11the Zionist movement stands above the question of judging the personal merits 
of someone as an orator, the personal merits of someone as a person who can 
influence others; I think that the Zionist movement in general needs people who 
can get along with other people, who are capable of getting along with the 
President of the,11n_ited States, people who can abide by the disciplin~ of the 
Zio~~ion, or of the Zionist Emergency Council. 11 -Mr. Epstein concurred to the opinion ;,i th Dr·. Solomon Goldman anw. Dr. Heller 
and expressed the view that 11 it is Palestine we are interested in primarily, 
not a question of the prestige of individuals or an organization involvei. 11 

Mr. Robert Bernstein expressed himself in favor of the motion proposed by 
Dr. Heller. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann member of the World Zionist Executive discussed the 
.gener ~ estine in relation to world. affairs and reviewed the part j 
played by the Emergency Council. He ,1arned that the continued. use of such .... c 
tactics as pursued by Ur Silver which involved a fight against the president 
and his administration ,vould Tead. to complete ti cal disaste~ 11 '\Vr,.a t vre are 
doing here is what Revision sts have done for tue~t.y years. tis exactly 
Revisipn.:J..at tactics • ..... 

11Revisionists are very good Zionists. There has never lived. in the world 
a better Zionist than Vladimir Jabotinsy~, the incarnation of passion and 
devotion to Zionism but if we would have adopted his tactics i;,e never would 
have had six hundred thousand Jeus in Palestine; we would have rematnea with 
resolutions, protests, and emotional outbursts of the so-called Jewish masses 
and TTe would never have achieved. the little or the much that we hava achieve~ 
in Palestine. 11 

J)r. Goldmann also dealt with 11 the difference bet.1een practical policies 
which want to achieve somethine tangible, and this was the classic aim, the 
underlyin~ principle of Zionist policy for tTTenty years, and it gives up some 
spectacular successes which may appear very important to public opinion at th~ 
moment, but r.hich doesn't add very much to the prac1ical achievements in \ 
Palestine, if at the same time we lose the goodwill of those who decide~ 
determined policies. 11 

Dr. Goldmann further stressed the importance of the United States in the 
framing of the future policy regarding Palestine and suggested that 11 the J /\ 
American ZionistA should bring their policies baek into line with the classic &J.. 
policies of the Zioni st movement for twenty years with ~hich we have ~fte~ all 
achieved what we have achieved in Palestine and laid the foundation for othe 
achievements, if ue will continue this wisG policy. 
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Mr. Neumann addressed himself to the issues raisad by Dr. Nahum G-oldma.nn: 
11 ! am not participating in the discussion. I am grateful to Dr. Goldmann for 
raisi~ the wider issues involved here, and I want to say that he has touched 
upon extremely important and vital and basic questions in Zionist polioy. I 
had not intended to participate in the discussion but I feel it incumbent upon\ 
me•••· I uould like to caution against our committing ourselves to policies, 
against our reversing the 't7hole course of action of the TThole year in uhioh 
ne have all participated in the effect. I knou that \78.S implicit in sons of 
the things uhioh Dr. G-oldmann said; he brought in all sorts of questions about 
revisionism and God-knous-uhat. I uould strongly urgG trot we hav8 a meeting 
in the near future, if ne have no other reason for doing so, we should have 
a meeting in the near future to go into those questions, and I would like to 
say in conclusion, we are in a tragic situation, ,1G are not the only ones in 
that situation. Every oppressed people that is now strugglin~ for its righta, 
for its national rights which had lost its poTTer, TThich has no po~er and which 
is confronted with external forces--uhat happens? Internal divisionf disin­
tegration in the face of these external forces. 11 

Dr. Heller proposed a modification to his original resolution as follows: 
11 It is the sense of the Executive Committee of the ZOA that the actions of l 
Dr. Silver in relation to the resolution before Congress uere in contravention 
of the decisions of the Zionist lilnergency Council; secondly, that under no 
circumstances shall the resignation of Dr. Wisa be accepted. It is our sense 
that under no circumstances shall the resignation of Dr. Wise be accepted by 
the Emergency Oouncil in-so-far as our representatives thereon can cast their 
votes; and thirdly, that our delegates or representatives, by TThatever title ~~-,; 
they are known to the Emergency Council are instructed to use thetr own good 
judgment as to the manner in uhioh tho sentiments of the proceedings shall be 
implemented.11 

A discussion ensured in which the following participated: Eabbi Greenber&, 
Mr. Neumann, Rabbi Heller, Mr. Stone, Mr. Fishn:Bn and others. 

Mr, Elihu Stone stated that 11no violence uill be done to the interests ~ 
cf the Zionist movement if ue grant the request of Dr.· Silver and do not ta.ke 
a&_ action toni ht no definite final action, and \7e postpone this matter. 11 

He urge a postponement of the consideration of the motion and his position 
nas supported by Mr. Fishman and Rabbi Irvi Miller. Babbi Uiller stated: 
11 \Ve are preparing a record at tonight's meeting, a record uhich ie an open 
record, a record which TTill become part of the record of this organization, 
and the record will shoi7 tha.t a 'i7eek after the Congress of the United States 
had taken a certain action uhich Dr. Goldmann very properly evaluated this 
evening, the Zionist Organization of America met in Executive session and 
instead of discussi~ the situation that is before us, instead of discUssing 
uays and means of meeting the situation, instead of suggesting a certain line 
of action to be taken by its members on the Emergency C-0mmittee uho are 
sup-posed. to meet the folloning night, all that this Executive of the ZOA felt ) 
called upon to do to meet this grave and perilous situation was simply to pass 
a resolution asking for the resignation of the Chairman of its Executive Com­
mittee. 11 
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Mr. Fishman suggested that the entire matter be dealt Tiith by a Jeuish 
Court of~. He continued• 11I say that Tie have not had that system of a 
Court of Honor to settle all Zionist questions; not only personal, all Zionist 
involved questions are settled by Courts of Honor. that is uhat I think we 
haven't got and we should have it, and perhaps from this point on ue sho~ld ~ 
find some such way, ue should find some such means by which ne should not cast 
out people, gifted people, but ~rratic people. Wa cantt do that. Hon many 
have ne got? .And Tihat will ths Zionists say? Don't you think thnt Dr. Silver 
also has some people uho think perhaps he is right? 

11 I simply close rrith this: don• t pass this resolution. This resolution 
has ~ny mo~e implications than you think. You have to think of the tomo~row, 
the outlo~k of the tomorrou, after you pase a resolution like this tomy mind 
is that you make things much norso than they are nou; you muddle them up uoree, 
much Tiorse. 11 

~r. Ueu.mann in supportins!; the proposal to postpone the matter said: 11! \ 
uarn you, we are in a tragic situation. Anyone who thinks that you are iOing 
to solve it by a surgical operation is mightily mistaken. 

1'Therefore, I say, I am happy, if you can find a solution nou, there is no 
qu.estion or difference of -0pinion among us here I take it that ue do not accept 
Dr. \1ise 1 s resignation; a condition should be found nhich will rnaJr.:e it -possible 
for Dr. Uise to continue, but I do say that there are a great many other im­
plications, policy, etcetera on TThich I a.~ sure that Dr. Uise is in agreement 
nith ~hat Dr. Gold.rrann said or that I uould be in disagreement uith Dr. Wise 
on the subject. I say that ue should make sure of one thing, that tomorro~ 
ovening no precipitate action is taken by the combined efforts of the groups, 
nothing is going to happen, in my opinion, tomorroTT night, that is dangerous 
to the cause. I think by the conference of our representatives with represen­
tatives of other groups that can be guaranteed, and if the time comes after we 
have had our fill discussion there, and our discussion here. thnt ~e \'78.nt to 
press for the resignation of any officer of the Jiinergency Council, it can just 
as rell be taken in a week or in a fortnight, as it can tonight. 11 

Dr. ilise reiterated that he wi thdraus from the Chairmanship 11 beacuse of th) 
deliberate and persistent violation of the decisions of the Emergency Council 
r:hich have brought great hurt to our sacred ca.use. 11 

The Cb.airman su.mnarized the general discussion as follous: "We have heard 
a great many appeals in the name of Zionist unity in America. We have not heard 
from some of those gentlemen uhether if ,10 follou their advice and do not 
precipitate action tonight, ue shall have Zionist unity. I think that all of us 
ought to be auare of uha.t is going on throughout the country, and ought to be 
re-assured that uhat is going on can perhans be stopped. 

'1If I ,1ers convinced that this particular action that is being proposed by 
some of our friends uould be the cure for ~hatever disunity there is, ~hich takes 
the form of a huge fund that is being raised here, of $100,0CO, $250,000, to 
Phich one man I understand is contributing, or promised to contribute eight 
times as much as he has ~iven to the expansion fund of the Zionist Organization­
if that is the situation ~hich ue are confronting then I am afraid that the 
apueals in the name of Zionist unity are not as sincere as they appear on the . 
surface. 
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"So fll.r- as I can soe, unless I hear asauro.nces to the contrary, gentlemen, 
uhat is being requested is a delay in the hope that the expressed. uill of the 
majority of the members here n:ay somehou not come to pass, and they uill con­
tinue this internal. struggle and this agitation of oommunitias throughout the 

' country, and this approach to the press, to discredit the Zionist movement. 

11We have to worry about the Zionist Organization, if one day after a con­
ventiQn, after generous assurances aro given, the new campaign begins, to build 
up the opposition for the next convention. 

11 Dr. Silver acted tonight in a way that no member of any Zionist group 
-,ould dare act that \10.y touard his Executive, and if he uould, he \7ould. be throm 
out by the party, not merely out of the Executive, not merely out of a chair­
rranship. Dr. Silver has had facts in his possession all these wooks ~hich he 
has not shared uith his colleagues in the Jimergoncy Council. 

11 Is it not concoivablo that a situation may exist uhich TTould n:ruce Dr. 
Silverts retirement advisable at the present juncture? The fact remains that 
he is persona non grnta TTith the ono man thnt more than any other we need for 
the solution of our nroblem and ~~at his position vis-a...vis tho White Bouse 
has been much uorsonM as result of the recent events. Perhaps Dr. Silver 
might feel impelled, as o. matter of Zionist responsibility to come to his 
colleagues and so.yt gentlemen, this is the situation, if Mr. ne~has been 
elected. President oft ho United Sto.tos it uould have been 1,,i:;;;)el---r me to 
have tho leadership. ;cJ might say that Dr. Wise intimated that very thing 
to me, but under the circumstances no~ obtaining I beliovo it is my duty not 
to be in the loo.dership, and I shall TTork aa a private in the rnnks. n 

The follouing resolution uas then presented for consideration in order to 
formulate and orysto.lize the opinions expressed nt the meeting. "It is the 
sense of this meeting tbnt on the basis of the facts as presented to us tonight, 
that Dr. Wisels resignation as protest against Dr. Silveria action in contra­
vention of tho decisions of tho Jimergoncy Council is justified. Uo believe that 
Dr~ Wise 1s resi£nation from the lendership of the American Zionist Errergency 
Council would n~etsoriously injure tho interests of the movement and therefore 
conditions mu.st bo crented to enable Dr. Wise to continue as Chairman of the 
American Zionist Jimorgoncy Council. We leave it to our reprosontativos in the 
Emergency Council to act in accordance uith these vieus.n An o.rnendment was 
effered to delete the rords 11as o. protest against Dr. sqver1 s o.ction in con­
travention of the decisions of tho lllnorgoncy Council." Upon a vote this 
nmcndmont uas defeated. 

Upon a vote on tho motion as prosontod above, tho resolution nas adoptod 
seventeen to four. Mr. N , Mr. Fi,sl:Jnllu~ Mr. Elihu Stone and :Bab i Miller 
stated for tho record that they voted age.inst tho motion only because of the 
inclusion of tho phro.so, 11as o. protest against Dr. S1lvor1 s action in contra­
vention of the decisions of tho Jimergoncy Council. 11 

The meeting o.djournca at 1:20 A. M. 



STATEMENT BY DR. AB~A HILLEL SILVER 

I have been requested to comment on the statements issued by Dr. Israel Goldstein 
which purport to give the facts connected with the controversy which developed in 
the American Zionist Emergency Council. Dr. Goldstein's facts suffer from deft 
distortions, twists and significant omissions, which give a false and misleading 
account of what actually transpired. 

1) Dr. Goldstein states that at a meeting of the Emergency Council on October 50, 
it was unanimously decided not to press for the resolutions unless and until the 
preliminary approval of the Executive branch of the Government shall have been se­
cured. No such decision was taken by the Emergency Council on October 50. In fact 
no decisions whatsoever were taken at that meeting. The minutes of the meeting 
quote me as saying: "We will not go ahead with the resolution without fully can­
vassing the situation. If the answer from the State Department is at all vague, I 
would not recommend proceeding with it. 11 This precaution was suggested, not out of 
a desire not to offend the State Department or the President, but in order to pro­
tect ourselves against the kind of surprise which was jumped on us last Spring. The 
Council wanted to rr:ake doubly sure before it moved; but no one really expected any 
opposition in view of all that had transpired in the preceding months. 

At that same meeting I reported (and I quote from the minutes of the meeting) 11 that 
in anticipation of the reconsideration of the resolution when Congress reconvenes, 
the Emergency Council has been engaged in stimulating afresh the interest of the 
members of the House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign Relations Committees. The 
local emergency committees in communities in which these members resided had been 
asked to approach them again and to bring them up to cate on recent developments and 
to suggest that early action on the resolution, when Congress reconvenes, would be 
desirable. The results so far are gratifying." 

Thus the Council, on October 50, was fully informed trat continued activities in 
behalf of our resolution were going on and would continue in ~ashington and all over 
the country. It is false to suggest even by implication that the Emergency Council 
at its meeting on October 30 Q:t.::g_Pred all of our activities in behalf of the r r- solu­
tion to be discontinued. It merely directed that we explore the mind of the State 
Department on our resolution, and there was a consensus of opinion that if the 
State Department attitude was found to be negative, we would then not proceed with 
the resolutions. Until such time, however, activities in behalf of the resolution 
were not to be discontinued, nor was word to go out that we were even considering a 
possible postponement. 

Inquiries were accordingly made at the State Department, and at the meeting on 
November 21, Dr. Wise reported "that Mr. Stettinius had telephoned him and informed 
him that he had seen the President who urged that nothing be done about the bill at 
this time and that the matter be left in his hands a little while longer." 

This, however, did not satisfy the members of the Emergency Council. Many felt 
that they had made a mistake in deciding to make inquiries at the State Department 
in the first place. We might have assumed that the withdrawal of the military ob­
jections, the party platforms which included Palestine planks and the statement of 
the President himself on October 15 were sufficient "green light" to go ahead. 

At this meeting, and here again I quote from the minutes, 11 there followed a lengthy 
discussion, and it was finally decided that efforts be made once mgre to obtain 
clearance from the President through Senator Wagner, and perhaps others. It was 
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agreed to leave it to Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver and Mr. Shulman to take the necessary 
action with regard to an approach to the President." There was no other action 
taken at this meeting. 

In other words, the Emergency Council, upon second thought, was not satisfied to 
have the resolutlon shelved just because the State Depa.rtment and the President bad 
indicated their objection to the resolution. They were not content to let it go at 
that. They wanted persuasive influence to be brought to bear upon the Administra­
tion to change its mind. 

Dr. Wise strenuously objected to this line of procedure. He did not want the 
President "annoyed" by our j_nsistence and our persuasion. He reluctantly yielded 
to the pressure of the Council and thereafter, far from using his energies vigorous­
ly to persuade the Secretary of State and the President, he seriously interfered 
with me in carrying out the clear mandate of the Council. 

2) Dr. Goldstein forgets to mention the fact which I rnade known to the Council that 
the day following the November 21 meeting, I wired Dr. Wise urging him to get in 
touch with Congressman Bloom to see the President. Dr. Wise never replied to this 
telegram. 

3) No one interested in the pa':lsage of the bill ever saw the President on the resolu­
tion at that time or since. He was out of Washington. All our information has come 
through Ur. Stettinius. The first and the only personal contact with Mr. Stettinius 
to carry out the wishes of the Council could not be made before December 4. It was 
made by Senator Wagner and myself. Senator Wagner was not in Washington before the 
preceding Tuesday and our appointment could not be made before the following Monday. 

4) But by December 4 the Senate Foreign Relations Committee had already met and 
bed considered our resolutjon. In fact, at the request of Senator Taft, our 
Palestine P.esolution was to have been considered by the Committee on November 22, 
but out of courtesy to Senator Wagner who was out of the city, the consideration of 
our resolution by the committee was postponed to November 29. I reported at the 
meeting of our Council on November 21 that such a meeting of the Senate Committee had 
been scheduled for the next day, but had been postponed to the 29th. 

Senator Taft requested consideration of the resolution on his own initiative. He 
was neither requested nor urged by me. Already on November 11 (please note the 
date) Senator Taft wrote me: "I have had to delay my return to Washington until 
Thursday, but I hope we can proceed with the Falestine Resolution imrr.ed1ate]y~" He 
was one of the co-sponsors of the resolution. He had resented the postponement of 
the resolution last Spring. It was he who had kept after the military until he ob­
tair:ied the letter from Secretary of War Stimson withdrawing their objections. As 
soon as Congress reconvened, he began pressing for his resolution, just as we all 
did, including the delegates at the Convention of the ZOA at Atlantic City. 

5) Dr. Goldstein suggests that if I had not brought pressure on Congressman Bloom 
to take the watter up with his committee, no action whatsoever would have been taken 
in Congress. I did not arrive in Washington until November 27. By that time a 
meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, as I indicated above, had al­
ready been set for November 29, and the Senate Committee was prepared to act favor­
ably on our resolution at that meeting. 

It has been suggested that I should have asked the committee to defer action. Why? 
'I'his vras certainly not my mission nor mandate in Washington. I was the!'e to see 
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whether I could persuade the State Department and the President to withdraw their 
objections t.o the passage of the resolution. Failing in that, the Council would 
then have to decide what to do, since the first report of the President's disap­
proval did not close the ~atter as far as the Council was concerned. I had not yet 
had the opportunity to contact either the State Department or the President. I w~s 
not to see Mr. Stettinius until December 4. Until I had had the chance to persuade 
t hem and failed, I could not go, nor did the Council obligate me to go, to the 
members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and ask them, many of whom had 
been critical of the State Department's intervention and of the President's action 
last Spring, to postpone action on our Pales1d.ne Resolution for which the Jews of 
America had so persistently pressed up to the very last. We were not pressing for 
the resolution. The pressure ca.me from the Senate Committee itself which was so 
much interested in the Palestine Resolution that it met on four successive occasions 
to consider it and it insisted time and again on approving our resolution in spite 
of two personal appearances before it made by the Secretary of State and in spite of 
other pressure brought by the Administration against it. Even when the resolution 
was finally postponed as a result of the persistent pressure from the State Depart­
ment and the President, two-thirds of the members of the Senate Committee signed a 
round robin in which they stated that they would have voted for the resolution were 
it not for this insistence of the State Department and the President. 

Congressman Bloom had publicly announced right after the President's statement of 
October 15 that he would summon a meeting of his committee the day after Congress 
reconvened. He was eager to move forward. I called on him for the purpose of 
getting him to contact the President and State Department. He did not feel that the 
State Department had to be consulted about it. It was none of its business, he 
stated. Prior to my arrival in Washington, and in anticipation of the meeting of 
his committee, he had had printed as a House document, the Palestine endorsements 
made by the four hundred congressmen and senators which appeared in the volume, 
11 America and Palestine," recently published by the Emergency Council. It was 
Congressman Bloom's own idea and all credit is due him for it. Congressman Bloom 
was somewhat concerned with the fact that he might be blamed if he moved forward 
~nd the resolution failed of passage in his committee. 1Ie wanted us to share in the 
responsibility for moving ahead. I reassured him on that score, and at his request, 
I wrote him a. letter following our interview in which I backed him up. Congressman 
Bloom convoked his committee on November 29, the very day on which the Senate Com­
mittee met to consider our resolution. Bloom was undoubtedly encouraged to move 
forward rapidly by the fact that the Senate Committee had scheduled a meeting on 
November 29 and was expected to act favorably on the resolution. 

6) When we fir.ally got to Mr. Stettinius on December 4--and here Dr. Goldstein's 
rr.ernory again conveniently fails him--we were shown, right at the outset, that fatal 
telegram of Dr. Wise which was dispatched without the knowledge of either Senator 
V.agner or myself and without any authorization from the Council on the very eve of 
our interview, a t~legrarn which was calculated to nullify the effectiveness of our 
mission to the Secretary of State. This telegram which in so many words told the 
Secretary of State, and through him the President, that Dr. Wise and many of his 
associates would readily and without protest accept their decision with reference to 
the resolution, broke the back of the entire effort which the Council had resolved 
to make in order to change the mind of the State Department and of the President. 
Our only hope lay in persuading Mr. Stettinius, and through him, the President, that 
the entire Zionist Movement and the entire Jewish people of P.merica were solidly 
united in demanding action on the resolution which had been hanging fire for over 
ten months, and that their hopes, which had been raised -so high by all that had 
transpired during the year, would be dashed to the ground if it became lmown that 
the President insisted on a second deferment. Dr. Wise's te~egram which wns sent 
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from Pittsburgh at the time of the sessions of the American Jewish Conference, and 
presumably with the knowledge of Dr. Goldstein, deliberately wrecked this effort and 
torpedoed the resolution. 

7) Dr. Goldstein has another serious lapse of memory. On December 5, he sent the 
following telegram to every member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee: "We 
earnestly urge you report out favorably Palestine Resolution for adoption by present 
Congress ••• Your Committee's favorable action would be deeply appreciated as ful­
fillment President's magnificent message to last Zionist Organization Convention 
and overwhelming American opinion as expressed recently in both party platforms." 

Why did Dr. Goldstein violate the "unanimous decision" of the Emergency Council in 
urging Senators to act on the resolution when he knew full well that no "green 
light" had been given? If Dr. Silver is guilty of a breach of discipline, what 
about Dr. Goldstein? But the gentleman was playing safe! If the resolution passed 
he would share in the credit. If it failed - why he would see to it that the fail­
ure would all be blamed on Dr. Silver. 

And having sent this telegram, why did he appear in Washington forty-eight hours 
later to urge the same Senators not to pass the resolution? 

And having come to Washington to persuade the Senators not to pass the resolution, 
why did he permit himself to be persuaded by me not to carry out his mission? In­
stead, he and the other members of the committee went to Mr. Stettinius to tell him 
that the Zionists were not pressing for the resolution but that the pressure came from 
the Senate Committee itself (which, of course, was the truth). Is Dr. Goldstein un­
willing ever to assume responsibility for what he does, or says, or writes? Is the 
fault always that of someone else? 

8} Dr. Goldstein again has a convenient lapse of memory when he fails to mention 
that at the Executive of the Emergency Council which met in Washington on Monday 
morning, December 11 (and which by the way was the only authorized meeting of the 
Emergency Council since the meeting on November 21 -- the other meetings of December 
7 and 9 being rump meetings called by Dr. Wise in contravention of the clear pro­
visions of the constitution) it was agreed that nothing be done to interfere with 
the passage of the resolution on which the Foreign Affairs CoILIDittee was to act that 
very afternoon, but instead Mr. Stettinius should be asked to issue a statement that 
his appearance before the Senate Committee did not indicate a change of attitude on 
the part of the President. Nothing was to be said to Mr. Stettinius about deferring 
the Palestine Resolution. Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein concurred on this, and I joined 
in the delegation to Mr. Stettinius with that understanding and only on that basis. 

9) Dr. Goldstein stated that the resolution which was approved by the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee was regarded by many Zionists here and especially in Palestine as 
a "watered-down" resolution because the word 11Jewish" was omitted before "Common­
wealth" and the word "ultimately" was retained. How, then, is one to account for 
the fact that the presidents of Hadassah, Mizrachi and the Peale Zion, as well as 
Mr. Lipsky of the Jewish Agency Executive, hailed the resolution in public state­
ments? Dr. Wise told Congressman Bloom and me on the very day that it was voted 
that it was "a very good resolution." The Jewish press likewise welcomed it hearti­
ly, and the American Jewish Conference, meeting in Pittsburgh, acclaimed it. 

It might be in point here to recall that at the Hearings before the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs - on February 8 - Dr. Goldstein was asked by Congressman Schiffler: 
••You do not propose immediately to have a Commonwealth?" To which Dr. Goldstein 
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replied: "No; we could not propose it as an immediate step, because we realize 
there would have to be a Jewish majority in the land before we could act for the 
implementation of a commonwealth, and the achievement of a Jewish majority will un­
doubtedly take some time." (Seep. 119 of the Hearings.) 

10) Dr. Goldstein is guilty of a distortion when he states that at the final meet­
ing of the Emergency Cou.~cil, where I announced my resignation, I asked to be made 
the sole leader in the Zionist movement in America with absolute unconditional 
rower. "When this condition was not agreed on," states Dr. Goldstein, I "handed in 
my resignation." There is not a scintilla of truth in all this. I stated at the 
meeting that the p~esent set-up of dual or multiple leadership in the Council has 
led to serious conflicts in the past and had culminated in the present crisis. I 
a,1vised a re-organization of the Emergency Council with an eye towards the elimina­
tion of conflicting leadership and the centralization of authority. In connection 
with that, I read at great length a letter which I wrote to Dr. Wise in 1945 at the 
time when he and Dr. Weizmann asked me to take over the leadership of the political 
work of our movement. In that letter I stated that if Dr. Wise wished to continue 
as the active political leader of the movement, no one was thinking of supplanting 
him. I assumed that he wished to be relieved of it. 11 If now you feel that you wish 
to retain that office, not in an honorary but in an active capacity, I wish you 
would let me know definitely and in making my reply I will say that Dr. Wise is head 
of the political work of the Emergency Council and there is no need for drafting me 
or anyone else. 11 

Dr. Wise knew exactly under what conditions I assumed the office at his and Dr. 
Weizmann's urging. The purpose was to eliminate the very unfortunate overlapping 
and cross-purposes in our political work which brought the Emergency Council to 
bankruptcy two years ago. 

My resignation, as everyone knows, was not prompted, as Dr. Goldstein asserts, by 
the refusal of the Emergency Council to accept my suggestions for re-organization. 
'Ihese suggestions were not even considered at the meeting a.rid have not yet been acted. 
upon. It was a motion to request all the officers of the Emergency Council to resign, 
a motion which the Council refused to table, which called forth my resignation. 

THE FOLLOWING SECTION (#11) IS CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT FOR PUBLICATION. 

11) Dr, Goldstein refers to a memorandum which Dr. Nahum Goldmann sent me purport­
ing to be a report of what the Secretary of State had told him and Dr. Wise in reply 
to the request of the Council to issue the statement which is referred to above. I 
was a member of the committee which called upon Mr. Stettinius to request that state­
ment. The reply of Mr. Stettinius was not given in writing to the Council, but orally 
to Dr. Goldmann and Dr. Wise who happened to be calling on the Secretary of State on 
another mission. Dr. Goldmann sent me the following memorandum a few days later: 

"Mr. Stettinius called Dr. Wise and me into his room before meeting with the delega­
tion. He told us that he had been in touch with the President about the statement 
which we had suggested he should issue. He said that the President was in a ve~y 
bad mood because we had gone ahead with the Resolution and instead of acquiescing in 
his request to hold the matter up for the time being, had sought to bring pressure 
to bear through the Senate. He felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him, 
and Mr. Stettinius said that in the circumstances it was difficult to discuss such 
questions with him at this time. It would not be possible for him (Mr. S.) to issue 
the letter suggested." 

I was surprised and disturbed by this report, for in my two previous contacts with 
Mr. Stettinius there was no indication whatsoever given that the President was in 
a very bad mood or that he felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him. 
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Dr. Goldmann did not treat that "information" as confidential. He conveyed this 
"information" to newspapermen in New York. A panic mood was being fostered among 
Zionists with the design -- as later events showed -- to bring about my resignation. 

In preparation for my official report to the Emergency Council, which was to be 
given on December 20, and in order not to do any injustice either to the Secretary 
of State or to the President, I made inquiries as to whether this memorandum of Dr. 
Goldmann correctly represented what Mr. Stettinius had said, and whether perhaps he 
had been misquoted, or mistmderstood. 

I received a reply to the effect that Dr. Goldmann•s memorandum "was not quite in 
accordance with the Secretary's record. The Secretary told Dr. Wise that he had 
been in touch with the President as he had offered to do regarding the statement 
which Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver had requested him to make, The reaction that Mr. 
Stettinius obtained was that the President felt that this group should have con­
fidence in his handling of the matter and that it would not be appropriate for Mr. 
Stettinius to issue the statement. Mr. Stettinius asked Dr. Wise if he would be 
good enough to give this information to Dr. Silver." 

This, of course, is a radically different version from that of Dr. Goldma.'1n 1s. 
There is nothing here about the President being in a very bad mood, or feeling that 
the Zionists had lost confidence in him. But Rabbi Goldstein, far from being 
shocked at Dr. Goldrnann's amazing misquotation of a most critical report and far 
from regarding it as something "scandalous," denounces rather my fact-finding in­
quiry as something "scandalous" ••• 

12) There are many other things which this Rabbi chooses to forget. Already at t he 
Zionist Convention in Atlantic City he and his little cabal were preparing the way 
for my elimination. The Resolutions Committee of the Convention had prepared a 
resolution which wholeheartedly endorsed my administration and called for a con­
tinuation of the dynamic and successful program of the Emergency Council "under·the 
present leadership." At a subsequent meeting, Dr. Goldstein demanded the elimina­
tion of the words "under the present leadership." He made that request, he said, in 
the name of Dr. Wise with whom he had spoken by telephone in New York. I stated, of 
course, that as far as I was concerned, I intended to hold my office not a single 
day longer than the Emergency Council wished me to, and that, of course, I would 
agree to the elimination of the words "under the present leadership." 

The ZOA Administration had a difficult time at the plenary session of the Convention 
to put through the · resolution without the words ''under the present leadership. 11 I 
personally had to step forward and beg the delegates to agree to the omission of 
those words. But my friends and I knew all along what was in the mind of Dr. 
Goldstein and his clique. 

13) Many will recall the fight which raged at the ZOA Convention in Atlantic City 
about my annual report which the administration was determined to schedule at the 
very end of the Convention when most of the delegates would have gone home, in 
order to make small change of it. Dr. Goldstein had to yield to the pressure from 
the delegates but the whole miserable affair was another result of the embittered 
and envenomed policy of undermining, belittling and discrediting which Dr. Goldstein 
and his friends had been carrying on throughout the year. 

. 
14) The Rabbi has since carried out a successful purge of Silver adherents on the Ex­
ecutive of the ZOA and among the representatives of the ZOA on the Emergency Council. 
His efficiency in perfecting his political machine should be the envy of Tamma.n.y Hall. 

For further information write to: Harry L. Shapiro 
250 West 57 St. 

Room 1030 
New York 19, N. Y. 



DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER'S RESIGNATION 

A MEMORANDUM 

The appalling and long festering situation within the America..~ Zionist 
Emergency Council which led to the resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as co­
chairman of the Council and as chairman of its Executive Committee is known to very 
few. Those of us who had been in daily contact with the political work of our 
movement but who could not in conscience continue after Dr. S:tn.ver and his program 
were ruthlessly sacrificed, have resolved that you shall have the facts. You who 
have done such a magnificent job during the past year, are entitled to the truth. 

In a memorandum dated December 12th, you were informed of much that had 
transpired in Washington in connection with the Palestine resolutions. That mem­
orandum avoided any reference to the shocking conditions which obtained in official 
Zionist circles during this period. But after all that has taken place, and with 
wild rumors agitating our people throughout the country, we regard it as a solemn 
duty to pass on as many of the important facts as can be encompassed within the 
space of this memorandum. 

At a meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council on October 50th and at 
a subsequent meeting, it was agreed that the "green light" should be obtained from 
the State Department and the President before we pressed for action on the resolu­
tion. This was done, not out of a desire to avoid offending the State Department 
or the President, but to protect ourselves against the kind of opposition which we 
encountered last Spring. No one anticipated any serious difficulty in view of 
Secretary Stimson's letter lifting the military can, the President's own statement 
of October 15th, etc. Accordingly, Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise and Dr. Nahum Goldmann 
called on Mr. Stettinius on November 9th to get the "green light." 

Mr. Stettinius had no opinion of his own, but said that he would consult with 
the President. It is altogether false to suggest, as has been suggested, that 
Dr. Silver or the other members of the delegation which called on Mr. Stettinius gave 
any promise, expressed or implied, that we would give up the resolution if the State 
Department o~ the President registered objections. If anyone gave such a promise, it 
was done before or after the interview with Mr. Stettinius - and not by Dr. Silver. 

At a meeting of the Emergency Council on November 21st, Dr. Wise reported 
that on November 15th 1!r. Stettinius had telephoned to him and had said that the 
President thought we should not proceed with action on the resolution and that the 
matter should be left with him for a little while longer. In the discussion that 
followed, it was clear that the Council was not satisfied that Mr. Stettinius' reply 
definitely closed the matter. On the contrary, it was felt by quite a few. that a 
mistake had been made in going to Mr. Stettinius in the first place, that we should 
have assumed that the "green light" had, in fact, been given by President Roosevelt 
in his statement of October 15th. Dr. Silver urged that a strong effort should be 
made to induce the President to change his mind, but Dr. Wise argued against such 
action, declaring that the President was leaving the country almost immediately. 

· Dr. Wise emphasized further that Congress would adjourn in a few days and that he had 
been assured that our resolution could not possibly be acted upon in the closing 
days of this Congress. Dr. Wise was badly misinformed in both of these matters. 

The Council agreed that a strong effort should be made to reach President 
Roosevelt. It was clear from Dr. Wise's attitude that if the matter were left to 
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him, no earnest effort would be made to urge the President to change his mind. As 
far as he was concerned, the resolution might just as well die. 

The President was not in Washington and could not be reache1. It was not 
until December 2nd, 11 days after the meeting of the Council, that Senator Wagner, 
who was deeply committed to the resolution, wrote a personal letter to the President, 
in which he explained the situation as he saw it and appealed to the President to 
withdraw his objections. Mean.while, important events had already taken place -­
~ithout any pressure on Dr. Silver's pa.rt. For many months your committee, along 
with the other local Emergency Councils, had been interviewing your Senators and 
Representatives, Congressmen-elect and other public officials, and obtaining pledges 
from them to vote for our resolution. All members of Congress received our book, 
"America and Palestine" which contained the printed opinions of nearly 400 members 
of the 78th Congress. Senator Wagner informed the Convention of the Zionist Or­
eanization of America that the President's statement clears the way for Congressional 
action on the Palestine resolutions. Secretary Stimson had lifted the military ban. 
The ZOA Convention called for speedy action on the Palestine resolution. Congress­
man Bloom had announced that he would summon a meeting of his Committee to consider 
the Palestine resolution on ?fovember 15th. In short, the Congress, which all of us 
had been cultivating for a full year, was set for action and the sponsors of the 
resolutions insisted upon discharging their obligations to the Jewish people. 

Dr. Silver had wired Dr. Wise on November 22nd, the day after the Council's 
meeting, to this effect: "Because of strike here (in Cleveland) could not reach you 
by telephone. Strongly urge you to contact Bloom immediately and urge him to see 
the Chief and persuade him to give clearance to resolutions ••. Please inform me by 
telegram or telephone results of conversation with Bloom." 

Dr. Wise never replied to this telegram. 

On the very day that Dr. Silver arrived in Washington (Nov. 27) he went to 
see Congressman Bloom to urge him to get in touch with the President. Congressrna..'1 
Bloom, a staunch supporter of President Roosevelt, declared that he did not need any 
new "green light." He had already made his own soundings. He stated that he ,1as 
going forward with the resolution. Congressman Bloom requested that Dr. Silver 
write him a letter inaicating approval of the course he was following. Dr. Silver 
complied with Mr. Bloom's request in order that the r~solution be kept alive pending 
negotiations with the Administration. As you know, favorable action was taken in 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee on Wednesday, November 29th. 

\':hen Dr. Silver IJ1et with Senator v:agner on Tuesday, November 28th, the 
Senator had no plans to see the President to persuade him to remove his objections, 
despite the fact that Dr. Wise and Mr. Shulman had seen Senator Wagner in Atlantic 
City on November 26th. But Senator Wagner was, nevertheless, determined to go into 
the meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee the next morning and have his 
resolution considered. On that same Tuesday, Mr. Shulman telephoned Senator Wagner's 
secretary in tashington and gave him many reasons as to why the Senator should use 
his efforts to postpone consideration of the resolution by the Senate Committee. This 
was not Mr. Shulman's mission. Three rr.en -- Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise and Mr. Shulman -­
Lad been authorized and directed to try to persuade the Administration to change its 
□ind, not to urge Senators and Congressmen to desist from working for the passage of 
the resolution. 

As on earlier occasions, Ola' leaders were working at cross purposes. Dr. Wise 
and Mr. Shulman weY-e pressing Serator 'Wagner to have his resolution shelved, and 
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Dr. Silver, following the clear line indicated by the Council, was urging the Senator 
to get in touch with the President. Senator Wagner found himself the victim of two 
opposing forces pulling in different directions. He was telephoned a score of times 
from New York by people, all of whom spoke in the name of the Emergency Council or 
of Zionists. Senator Wagner was baffled and confused -- and understandably so. 

On Saturday evening, December 2nd, when Dr. Silver arrived in Pittsburgh to 
attend the American Jewish Conference, the situation was the following: the resolu­
tion in the Senate Vias hanging fire, pending word from Mr. Stettinius and a reply 
from President Roosevelt to Senator Wagner's letter. Senator Wagner and Dr. Silver 
were awaiting an appointment with Mr. Stettinius scheduled for noon on Monday. 
There was little doubt that the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was determined to 
act -- without being prodded or pressed. The House Foreign Affairs Committee had 
already acted favorably and its action had been warmly hailed by the Jewish press, 
by the Je~~sh public and by most of the leaders of the Zionist pa~ties. 

When he arrived in Pittsburgh, Dr. Silver plnnned to call together the members 
of the Interim Committee, consisting of the co-chairmen of the Cou.~cil and the repre­
sentatives of the Jewish Agency, which, the Council had ruled, was to consult on 
urgent political affairs between meetings of the Emergency Council. To his amaze­
ment he discovered, upon his arrival, that Dr. Israel Goldstein had during the day 
called a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Z. O. A. to discuss the Palestine 
Resolutions, despite the fact that neither the Interim Committee nor the Council had 
as yet discussed the matter, and that Dr. Silver, who was closest to the whole 
situation, was not present to supply accurate information. The halls of the William 
Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh were buzzing with rumors, fragments of information and 
misinformation. What Zionist purpose Dr. Goldstein intended to serve by calling this 
meeting, at such a time and place, where hundreds of delegates including non-Zionists 
were gathered not for a Zionist convention but for the American Jewish Conference, 
is incomprehensible. Nothing but mischief could result from such hasty and ill­
considered opinions expressed on insufficient and largely inadequate data. Here 
was the start of a campaign to "run down" the resolution passed by the House 
Committee and to discredit Dr. Silver, whose name had been so closely identified 
with the resolution. 

Dr. Wise declined to attend the meeting of the Interim Committee which 
Dr. Silver had called in Pittsburgh. The other members of this Committee who did 
attend received all the essential facts from Dr. Silver. 

Dr. Wise called an unauthorized meeting of the Emergency Council in Pittsburgh 
for Sunday evening, December 3 (the Council's Constitution clearly provides that no 
special meeting of the Council can be called without three days• notice.) This 
meeting resulted in nothing except a request that Dr. Silver meet with the heads of 
the four parties represented in the Council to consider what should be done in case 
the President persisted in his objection. Dr. Silver had to leave for Washington 
immediately after his report to the American Jewish Conference, and rushe4 from the 
platform to the train. 

On Monday, . December 4, Dr. Silver, together with Senator Wagner, had an in­
terview with Mr. Stettinius. Both were shocked and amazed when they were shown a 
telegra~ sent by Dr. Wise from Pittsburgh to Mr. St9ttinius, which in so many words 
stated that while Dr. Wise wished the resolution passed, he was prepared to acquiesce 
in its deferment if the Administration so desired. This, in effect, told the Ad­
ministration that the Jews of America would quickly reconcile themselves to the 
deferment of the r€solution, and that Dr. Wise, co-chairman of the American Zionist 
r~ergency Council, could be counted upon to defend the Administration's stand. 
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t~en considered in retrospect, it becomes quite clear that Dr. Wise's unauthorized 
telegram, sent without the prior Y..nowledge of the Council or of Dr. Silver, sealed 
the fate of the Palestine resolution. 

Mr. Stettinius told Senator Wagner and Dr. Silver that he would immediately 
transmit to the President the case as presented to him by them. (He characterized 
the case presented by Dr. Silver as "unanswerable.") 

It must be borne in mind that every member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee received telegrams from the President of the ZOA, urging favorable action 
on the Palestine resolution, Similar telegrams were sent by the heads of the other 
parties. The telegram sent by Dr. Israel Goldstein on December 5th opened with the 
statement: "We earnestly urge you to report favorably the Palestine resolution for 
adoption by the present Congress." As of Tuesday, December 5th then, the presidents 
of the Zionist parties in the United States -- including Dr. Goldstein -- were 
officially urging the Senate Committee to act, not to defer action! If there was a 
decision against taking such steps and if the decision was binding and unalterable, 
then clearly the sending of such telegrams by the Zionist leaders was either a 
violation of these decisions or a reversal of earlier decisions. It is as clear as 
a pikestaff that if the resolution had been approved, all the Zionist leaders would 
have eagerly shared the credit for that achievement. Now that it has been deferred, 
the situation is, of course, quite different ••• 

What happened in the meetings of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, you 
have learned from our earlier memorandum, It was quite clear to the State Depart­
ment that the Committee was intent upon reporting favorably on the resolution. The 
State Department then adopted another method to achieve its end, the deferment of 
action on the resolution. They tried to get the Zionists themselves to withdraw the 
resolution. The Zionists were to assume the role of lobbyists against their own 
measure. Someone got in touch with Dr. Wise, presumably on Wednesday, December 6th 
or early Thursday morning, December 7th, for by Thursday noon Senator Connally was 
informing Senator Taft that the resolution would not pass the Committee, because 
Dr. \':ise and the Zionists of New York would soon be heard from. On the afternoon of 
the same day, Mr. Stettinius telephoned Sena tor Wagner and asked him v;hether he had 
already heard from Dr. Wise and the Zionists of New York about withdrawing the 
resolution. 

Dr. Wise lost no time in complying with the request ~ade of him. He called 
t wo meetings, e gain in violation of constitutional principles, and at these r.1eetings 
it was decided to send a delegation representing the 4 parties in the Council to 
\'.'ashington to arrange for the deferment of the resolutions. The :Uizrachi Organiza­
tion voted against this proposal and refused to participate in the delegation. The 
delegation, headed by tr. Israel Goldstein, arrived in Washington on Friday morning, 
December 8th. It had been instructed to see Dr. Silver before going to the Capitol 
and that nothing was to be dor.:e until they had spoken with Dr. Silver. But by 8:30 
A. M., Dr. Wise had already telephoned Senator Wagner, again urging him to ask for 
deferment. 

The dele6ation was advised by Dr. Silver that it should not make the Zionist 
movement ridiculous in Washington by requesting the shelving of a resolution which 
all of us had been urging upon Congress for almost a year. Dr. Silver poin~~d ~ut 
that the SP.na.te Committee was pressing for it, that it was not the duty of Z1.on1.st 
leaders to press for deferment, that it was enc,ugh to indicate to the State Depart­
ment that the Zionist leacers wer e not pressing the resolution but that the matter 
v:a.s in the hands of the Senate Committee., which was bent on action. 
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The delegation saw Mr. Stettinius, Senator Wagner and Senator Connally, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and discussed various compromise 
proposals which had been considered in the discussion with Dr. Silver. The delega­
tion made it clear to Mr. Stettinius that the Zionist leaders were not pressing for 
action. While the Secretary of State thought well of a compromise whereby the 
resolution would be voted out by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with the 
understanding that it would not come to the floor of the Senate for final action at 
that session of Congress, this proposal was turned down by Senator Connally. The 
anti-Zionist elements in Washington who were anxious to see the resolution shelved, 
felt very confident -- the very presence of the delegation of Zionist leaders out­
side the doors of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee indicated that the plan to 
get the Zionists to disown their own measure was succeeding. Members of the Senate 
Committee eaw what was happening. The Jev/S themselves were divided and did not know 
what they wanted after they had conducted en intensive campaign in behalf of the 
Palestine resolutions for almost a year -- and all this was happening only 48 hours 
after the very same Zionist leaders had sent telegrams to every member of the Senate 
Committee urging favorable action on the resolution! 

The delegation of Zionists Vias actually invited by Senator Connally to come 
in and address the meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Fortunately, 
they refused this invitation. 

What took place at the last two meetings of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee you have learned from the earlier memorandum. You lmow that the State 
Department has assumed full responsibility for the deferment of action. You have 
seen the statement issued by the State Department. You know, too, the attitude of 
the members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee as indicated by the statement 
which twelve of its members -- seven Democrats and five Republicans, constituting 
two-thirds of the Committee members who considered the resolution -- made: "··· we 
wish to record our own personal approval of the Resolution." 

When Dr. Silver presented a complete report of what had transpired in con­
r-ection with the resolutions to the Emergency Council on December 20th, he made a 
detailed and comprehensive analysis of the present situation and submitted a program 
of actj_on which he urged the Council to consider. He also urged that a sub-committee 
be appointed to make a careful study of the Council's organizational structure with 
an eye to the greater efficiency and the smoother functioning of the Council and the 
avoidance of such tragic pulling at cross purposes in the future. 

Dr. Silver's statement and an account of what transpired at the last two 
meetings of the Council cannot be covered adequately in this memorandum. Suffice 
it to say that the small group which had been quietly opposing Dr. Silver and 
frustrating some of his wost important efforts almost from the very moment he was 
named to lead American Zionist political work, refused to deal with questions of 
policy. They were out to "get" Dr. Silver. This clique, composed chiefly of the 
representatives of the Zionist Organization of America on the Council, created an 
"issue" -- Dr. Silver had "contravened" the Council's decisions. They could not 
wait to settle their score with him immediately. A motion to censure Dr. Silver was 
squarely rejected. However, a motion calling for the resignation of "all officers" 
cf the Council was made, following which another motion to table this last proposal 
was defeated. Dr. Silver then resigned. 

The ludicrousness of the trumped up charges against D~. Silver becorr.es 
obvious after one surveys the account of what really took place in Washington. It 
rhould be added tt.at there have been occasions when there was contravention of the 
Council's decisions, when Zionist leaders had acted independently and broken 
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discipline, and when such actions had damaging effects on our work -- but the gentle­
men of the z. O. A. in the Council not only refrained from censuring such acts, but 
condoned them, actually gave them moral support and encouragement. Dr. Silver was 
not one of the leaders whose actions were under fire. But that is a story requiring 
a chapter of its own. 

Here, then, is an important part of this tragic story. We have dealt with 
first things first, and have given you an account of some important happenings in 
connection with the Palestine resol~tions. Other important aspects of this critical 
situation, as well as a discussion of the basic and vital question of policy in­
volved here (which-is really the core of the problem) must be dealt with separately. 
This basic question of policy should be fairly clear to you from this memorandum and 
from Dr. Silver's statement of resignation: "! shall continue to advocate ••• a 
policy in which timidity, appeasement and backstairs •diplomacy• will have no place." 

,-----

Harry L. Shapiro 

Formerly Executive Director, 
American Zionist Emergency Council 

Harold P. Manson 

Formerly Director of Information, 
American Zionist Emergency Council 

,. 



INFORMATION ON THE OIL QUESTION 

Mr. Patrick Hurley is the third largest share-holder in 
the Sinclair concern. As far as he knew, the SinclRtt groups 
are not involved in the Arabian oil business and there is no 
indication that they are trying to come in. There are rumors 
that Mr. Hurley wants to become chairman of the Government 
Petroleum Reserve Corporation, an organization which ls to 
build the pipe lines, but nothing definite has been done about 
this yet. 

The companies involved in the Saudi Arabian oil busi­
ness are the Standard 0£1 Company or California, The ~~xas Co. 
and the Gulf Exploration Company. The leading group is the 
Stand.a.rd Oil Company of California. 

A Mr. Thornberg, who was formerly adviser on oll to 
the State Department, 1s now the representative of the Arabian­
American 011 Company, which is owned by Standard 011 of Cali­
fornia and Texas. The dinner to the sons of Ibn Saud in New 
York was arranged by Cal-Arabia and Tex-Arabia. 

Dr. Goldmann then received the following review of the 
situation: Sometime ago, the President set up the Petroleum 
Reserves Corporation~ as a division of the RFC (Reconstruction 
Finance Corpora,tion. J The members of the Petroleum Reserves 
Corporation are Mr. Ickes, Mr. Knox, Mr. Stimson, Mr. Jesse 
mones and Mr. Hull. At the suggestion of Mr. Ickes, the PRC 
decided to go into the Saudi Arabian oil business where private 
concessions are held by Cal-Arabia and Tex-Arabia. The original 
plan had been for the government to participate in the ownership 
of the concessions, together with private companies. This was 
violently opposed by the companies and Ickes had to give in. 
A plan was then formulated whereby the PRC should build the 
pipe lines which wot.l d go from Saudi Arabia to Haifa. The ap­
proximate cost 1e 150 million dollarsl however, the gentleman 
thought that it would probably go up to have a Dillion dollars. 
The money 1s supposed to be repaid within twenty-fiv~ years 
by the private companies who own the concession. In addition, 
the private companies are to keep a reserve of one alllion 
barrels continuously for the government, and sell oil to the 
government at 25% below the market price. 

The cost of transporting oil from Arabia to Haifa, 
where it would be refined, would amount to twelve to fourteen 
cents a barrel, of which twelve cents is paid to the Suez 
Canal Company for passage through the Canal. If, as a r~verse 
lend-lease act, England would allow free passage through the 
Suez Canal, trensporte.tion l'1 ould be two cents per barrel and 
would be much cheaper than building pipe lines through the · 
aesert. Moreover, wallace E. Pratt, president of the Standard 
Oil Company of New Jersey and one of the great oil geologists, 
orofesses that by digging deeper in the United States oil wells, 
oil reserves for hundreds of years would be available. The 
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shortage of 011 1n America, one of the main arguments of 
Mr. Ickes is explained by the price policy of the OPA, which 
by its celings, makes it unattractive for the wild-catters 
who are digging oil, to dig deeper and find new resources. 

Moreover, if the pipe-line is built, the roylat1es to 
Ibm Saud would amount to $75,000 per day and would enable him 
to build an army and be a constant threat of blackmail to the 
American government and its pipe-line. 

The oil adviser of the Navy is Commodore Andrew Carter 
who 1s connected with various Texas 011 Companies. The oil 
aaviser of the Army is General Pyron, the former president of 
the Gulf 011 Company a,nd one ·or the larger share holders of 
Cal-Arabia. The oil adviser of the Department of the Interior, 
Mr. Ralph Davies, is the Vice-Presid~nt of the Standard 011 
Company of California. 
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should be taken since we would meet on Monday in iashington and I 

the opportunity to participate in the deliberations. 

\ ' 

' wo~en have 

A meeting was accordingly held on Saturcfo.y night which I understand lasted 

to the wee hours of the morning. Attempts, I underst~nd, ere made to ut through 

resolutions to repudiate me and my action. Actually no action w s ~en. 
the 

On onday morning, /Executive of the Zionist Emergency C~uncil met in 

Washington. At this meeting I gave a tentative report. I succeeded in ersmuiing 

the oembers not to register any formal objection to the passage of our resolution! 

I need not now re-state the re sons which I gave. The Executive Committee agreed 

and, in so doing, reversed the decision taken at the unauthorized meeting of the 

Council, December 71 Instead, our Executive considered a roposal to re uest 

Stettinius (an appointment with him had reviously been made by Dr. ise) tc issue 

a statement (a) that his appearance before t ~ienate Foreign Affairs Committee in 
l' ( I 

opposition to our resolution is in no · to be construed ae indicating that 

the State Dep:1rtment is not in accord :ith the line of cle~r policy laid do by 

the President on October 15, and (b) that if we agreed to the deferment of our 

resolution the State Department would raise no objections to it when it ould be 

re-L~troduced in the next Congress. I ~pproved the first art and strongly opposed 

the second pa.rt, and the Committee agreed to eliminate it. It was th.m suggested 

that I accompany Dr. ise to the interview with Stettinius. Dr. Goldstein and 

Mr. Shulman joined the delegation. In the cab on the v,ay over, Dr. ,ise made sure 

to destroy that part of our draft 
4 

ropos&.1. which sug "'ested postponement ot our 

resolution. Mr . Stettinius thought favorably of the suggested ~tatement and 

said that he would take .it up with the President. Dr. Wise said that he would 

send him a corrected dri.rt of the suggested st~tet:1ent. 

It was now mi hour or two before the scheduled meeting of the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee. The Committee met at 2:50. T'ne version agreoo on 

b;y agner and Vandenberg was presented, and le the committee as discussing it, 
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r. Stettinius e a sec,onci ppearance bet re it. He brought a . rsonti.1 ple 

fro the President not to act on the resolution. He re d, too, tele 

had been sent to the Pre ident on November 19, fr I.I a :rou .... of osl societies 

in C i.ro. copy o this telegram • Stettinius, t tr.e re uest of the . resident, 

forwarded to Dr. i oe and .. o me on December 15. It had evidentl de gre .... t 

i ?ressian on t · e President, for choes of it re foun in his letter to Senator 

, .. goer. 

The telegram reads as follow: 

"To the President of the United t 4tes 

Fr nklin D. Roosevelt 

he hlte House 

1. The J, bs, who are anxiou to maint.11n cordicl rel tions with ""erica, 

gr~t i)Ortance to carte.in ecla..--tions re rding .. al stine 

ich ere ~e during th recent politic l ~. ign, f t.e re-li :;;e, on the 

one hand, th~t. these declarations ere de in abnor-l 1 circ1 stances, nd they 

consider on the other · , t.11.at the decl tions contradict the pirit or justice 

s onsored by you nd by .e noble ueric n tfoti n, and aro prejudicial to the c• me 

of ce for hie mericu i !if;. :'l.1.n • • oreov r, they re cont r to the right 

ver, snc1 rabs exi)ect y , •The ...,eri • 

• • . resident, 1. ir !- ~, restore their faith 1n rioon justice, 

and dra1t- closet· c bondi.ll or !:rl ndahip pl nted by Meric .... n schools en nurtured 

b nd doctrines int e ddle F.aat. 

"2. Iio co try in t he orld suffered a greuter injuatice 't Palestine. 

From t· - or l t has been an b count • Jes enter it s inVl!ders 

and only occupied it tor short tie; for they were constantl t nr ith the 

a.bo1liines, and ot er invsdera soon drove t.,em out until e bs, ~ tUU'l 

thirteen centuries ago, rinally libe ted the countr- and ettled it. 
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"5. Palestine is, by the will of God and the patriotism of its people , an 

Arab country and will forever remain so. Seventy million Arabs, supported by 

three hundred million osl3ms, are determined to redeem it with their lives. Neither 

the Balfour Declaration, nor the declarations of statesmen and the power of 

Zionism employing various measures or force and coercion can change the course of 

history or dissµade Arabs from defending Palestine and checking the tide of Zionism. 

n4. Arabs have always sympathized with Jews in their afflictions in past, 

mediaeval and modern times and history bears witness to this fact. But Zionism 

has met this kindness by conspiring against Arabs and attempting to wrest Palestine 

from them. This has naturally led to feuds and bitter feeling which ha.ve left no 

hope of reconciliation or mutual un j erstanding. 

"5, The kroject of installing Jews in Palestine will undoubtedly lead to 

permanent conflicts which will not only come to an end by one people destroying the 

other, not only in Palestine but in the ,vhole East as well. This fact is worthy 

of your attention and the attention of all those who are anxious to establish 

unisrersal peace and tranquillity in the future. 

"6. Arabs cannot believe that De~ocratic America is capable of helping 

usurpers, encouraging injustice, sacrificing her reput~tion, repudiating her mission 

in this world , discarding her friendship with the 4 rab world, and £oregoing the 

moral and material interests which she has inArab and Moslem count.Jtes, all for the 

sake of a race which is widely scattered in the world , an0 which only relies on 

the power of money for the realization of its designs . 

"For the above reasons, Arabs meeting inCongress hope that you will 

uphold them in their own country and that Zionism will be given no sup,?ort by you, 

your Government or your people." 

"(Signed) 

nTHE ARAB UNION SOCIETY, 
Fouad Abaza Pasha, President 
Assad Dagher, Secretary General 

tt!HE YOUNG :.IBN tS MOSLE!'., ASSOCIATION 
Dr. Dardiri, Secretary General 
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THE AMERICA11 ZIONIST EMEllGENC'f COU1:TCIL - A YF..AR OF .ACTIVITY 

The .American Zionist Emergency Council ca.me into being a year ago, du~ 

ing the darkest period of recent Zionist history. At a time when certain 

official quarters went so far as to attempt a ban on open discussi cn of the 

Palestine question, the major Zionist bodies in the United States -- the Zionist 

Organization of .America, Hadassah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion - joined in re­

organizing the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs and establishing 

the Council as the political and public relations arm of the entire American 

Zionist movement. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen Su Wise were named 

co-cl1airmen of the Council . and immediately set out to mobili ze public opinion 

behind Zionist aspirations through a broad public relations ~rograme 

A number of special departments, directed by experts in their respective 

fields,were established. These included departments dealing with Commu_'1ity 

Contacts, Information (Press and Radio), Publications, Speakers, Research, 

Intellectual Mobilization, Christian Opinion, American Jewish Religi0us Forces, 

Special Events, Labor Relations, etc~ A permanent bureau was set up in 

Washington and almost immediately official circles began to recognize that 

a dynamic force was on the scene - a responsible organization voicing the 

sentiments of an overwhelming majority of America.'1 Jewry, 

More than 300 local emergency com.mi ttees were formed throughout the 

country, and in December, 1943, the first conference of local committee chair­

men was held in Cleveland, where detailed plans to enlist Ar.ierican public 

opinion in support of the Council's work were formulated. The heads of these 

local groups returned to their cities, inspired to ca~ry out the most effective 

program of education in A.merican Zionist histor~. Hundreds of editorials in 

papers ranging from country journals to met I'opoli tan dailies, scores of resolu­

tions, rallies, radio addresses and articles by Jewish and non-Jewish leaders 

resulted from the educational activities carried on in the local communities. 
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Another highly successful conference of local committee chairmen took place on 

May 23rd and 24th in Washington. 

On the political front, the most important step was the introduction of 

the Palestine resolutions in both Houses of Congress. Of course this involved 

risks, but the Council was convinced that the risk of inacti on was even greater. 

During the hearings before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Zionist 

leaders presented our case in a brilliant manner, and the local committees did 

magnificent work. From every state in the Union, thousands of letters, post­

cards and telegrams were sent to the members of Congress. Seldom had Washington 

seen su~~ amazing public interest in a piece of legislation. 

While action was deferred at the request of the milit a ry, it should be 

made clear that these measures are not dead. When the proper moment arrives, 

the ·Council will press for action on tho Palestine resolutions. 

As a r.eslt of the wi<iespread public agitation and education brought 

about by tho Palestine resolutions, the 11 conspiracy of silence" on tho Palestine 

question was broken, and on March 9th Prosidont Roosevelt authorized Dr. Wise 

and Dr. Silver to say that II the American Government has never given its approval 

to the i'l'hite Paper of 1939 ••• and that when future decisions are reached, full 

justice will be done to those who seek a Jewish Na.tional Homo~ 11 

The Council Is educational activity in Washington also helped to bring 

about the inclusion in the platforms of both major political parties of eY.cellent 

Palestine planks. On June 27, 1944, the Republican national Convention declared: 

11 In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men, 
women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we cal l 
for the opening of Palestine to their unrestricted immigrati on 
and land ownership, so that in accordance with the full intent 
and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the Resolu-
tion of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine nwy be consti-
tuted as a free and democratic Commonweal th ••• 11 

This pronouncement was followed three weeks later, on July 20th, by the 

Democratic National Convention 1s declaration, as follows: 



.. ,. ,. 

11 We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted immigration 
and colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establish­
ment there of a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth." 

With both major political parties giving their unqualified endorsement to 

the Jewish people's efforts to rebuild their national life in Palestine, Zionism 

has become a declared objective in the post,-,ar program of the United States. 

While much has been accomplished in the past year, there are many obstacles 

to be overcome on our road to complete victory. The continued support of an 

overwhelming majority of Amer1can Jewry is required to bring this drive to a 

successful conclusion. With that support, victory is almost assured, and the 

dcy when Pale-stine shall be established as a free and democratic Jewish Common­

weal th not too far distant. 

--3C--



t 
\ 

\ ->\)~i'Qit'~-!f\o~ 1'1~ I /:A;, 
· > ( -~ l>; ~ ten · r ,' ~-

~:c · , • ·-Jd1 tt Jn • 
., 



r 



.,, 

The Program Cor.:mittee recommends to the Executive Committee 
of the .American Zionist Emergency Council for favorable action 
the followings 

1) A_ll approaches to the .American Government or its 
officials on matters relating to the program of political activities 
or the American Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by 
representatives of the Movemellt only with the prior approTal. ot 
the Executive Committee of the Council. 

2) Dr. Goldmann as a member of the Executive of the 
Jewish Agency has assented with this view and has expressed his 
desire to act in conformity therewith and in fu11est cooperation 
\tl.th the Emergency Council. 

3) Whenever matters related to the program of the political 
activities of the Emergency Council are brought to the attention 
of Dr. Goldmann in his capacity as a member or the Executive of the 
JerJi.sh Agency between meetings of the Executive of the Emergency 
Council 1hich call for an in:.media.te approach to the American 
Government or to its officials, Dr. Goldmann shall consult i.th 
the co-chairmen of the Emergency Council, and together they shall 

_01r...-orocedure as to who shall make the approach and in hat 

4) The officers of the Jewish Agency in London and in 
Jerusalem shall be informed of this action of the Americo.n Zionist 
Emergency Council and shall be requested to communicate in the 
.f'uture directly \11th the American Zionist Emergency Council on 
all matters which relate to the political activities of the 
Council. 
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It has been agreed by the Program Committee that all 
the a~proaches to the American Government or its officials 
on matters rel ted to the program of olitical activity of the 
Emer5ency Council shall be undertaken by representatives of the 
Movement only with the a proval of the Executive Co;nmittee of the 
Council or of such sub-committee as may be designated by it. 

Dr. Goldmann as a member of the Emergency Council has 
assented to thisview and has ex~ressed his desire to act in 
conformity therewith. 

It is suggested that the co-chairmen of the Council alone or 
with additional persons des ~gnated by them confer with Dr. Goldmann 
with a view to the ,.roeedural implementation of these decisions. 

In view of the action ta.ken the Committee expresses the hope 
that Dr. Silver ll withdraw the resign tion he has tendered which 
shall! not be made a matter of record. 



STATEMENT OF THE AHERI CA:rJ JEWISH COllJFERElJCE 

The so-called 11 Hebrew Committee of National Liberation" is an 
irresponsible adventurer which comes to the American public without 
credentials and menaces the cause it presumes to espouse • 

. The committee pretends to speak in the name of the 11 Hebrew nation11 

in Palestine, but it has no mandate from the Jewish National As nembly, 
which is the authorized and democratically-elected spokesman of the Jews 
of Palestine. On the contrary, the leaders of this committee arc lin~ed 
with an extremist clig~o in Palestine, which amounts to less than one 
per cent of the Jews of that country, and which has been outlawed by the 
Jews of Palestine because of its anti-democratic and terroristic tactics. 
It pretends to soe a distinction between 11 Jews 11 and 11 Hobrews. 11 which no 
Jew would be able to appreciate or understand, but which is intended to 
divide and disrupt the Jewish people. Tho real object of the Hebrew 
Committee is to destroy the Jewish Agency for Palestine, tho official 
and internationally recognized body croatod by tho League of Nations to 
act with the Mandatory Powor 11to secure tho co-operation of all Jews who 
are willing to assist in tho establishment of tho Jewish National Homc .11 

The great majority of the Jews of the Unitod States favor the 
establishment of a Jewish National Home in Palestine as the one positive 
solution for Jewish homelessness in the post-war world. This was made 
clear at the .AMERICAN JEWISH COlJFEP.ElTCE last September. 

The bizarre ideology of the 11 Hebrew Comrni tt0e of National Libera­
tion" would fragmentize the Jewish people instead of uniting them. Its 
separatist and undisciplined ~actics aim to undermine established Jewish 
agencies and institutions. The Jewish cause is prejudiced and humilia ted 
by such irresponsible enterprises on the part of a group that pretends to 
speak for Jews. 
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STATEMENT OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALES~INE 

The Jewish .Agency for Palestine is the only international body 
recognized under Article IV of the MandBt e for Palestine by the British 
Government, the United States and the League of Nations, as representing 
the Jewish people in all matters con~erning the upbuilding of the Jewish 
National Home in Palestine, It is composed of all Zionist organizations 
the world over and numerous non-Zionists in various countries. 

The attempt of a few persons who have come from Palestine to this 
country without any authority, without having been delegated by any group 
in Palestine, having played no role whatever in Jewish life in Palestine 
or elsewhere, to proclaim themselves as the 11 trustees of the Hebrew 
Nation's interest 11 is an act which, I am sure, will be rejected by all 
sections of the Jewish people as a fraud. 

There is some danger that well-intentioned non-Jewish groups, 
eager to help the Jewish _people in a time of tragedy, may be misled by 
the bombastic phrases and claims made by an insignificant group which 
substitutes noise for complete lack of standing, authority and influence 
in Jewish life. These well-meaning friends must be warned that by allow­
ing themselves to be persuaded by these impertinent maneuvers they are 
harming the very cause which they wish to servo. 

The insignificant group which the members of the new committee 
claim to represent has already done untold damage in Palestine by trying 
to break the unity of Palestinian Jewry and by introducing methods which 
the overwhelming majority of Palestinian Jewry has rejected wich scorn 
and contempt • .American public opinion should not allow itself to be 
fooled by the acts of a few men whom a normally organized people would 
deal with as traitors to the common cause and exclude from its co!Dmunity. 
There is not the slightest chance that any responsible group, Jewish or 
non-Jewish, not to speak of governments or the League of Nations, will 
pay any attention to this group, but as they have in the past, through 
various tricks, succeeded in misleading and confusing spokesmen of .Americau 
public opinion, this warning is necessary. Whoever wants to help the Jewish 
people and the Zionist movement must do it by cooperating with the estab~ 
lished and recognized organizations, the leading one of which is the Jewish 
Agency -- the only internationally recognized body authorized to act for 
the Jewish people in all matters affecting Palestine. By helping the self­
styled nebrew Committee of National Liberation, which purports to speak 
on behalf of Jews who never gave them authority to represent them, 
the prestige and influence of the Jewish organizatLons charged with the 
complex and responsible task of building the Jewish Homeland will be 
weakened and harm will be done to the Jewish people. 



STATEMENT OF THE M!Jl:RIC.Ali ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

It is all fantastic and ,,.,ould be comic if it were not so tragic. 
A handful of young men are attempting to perpetrate a colossal hoax upon 
the American people, and we would warn the public, the press, and all 
official circles against being taken in by such a brazen fraud. The self­
appointed "Hebrew Committee of National Liberation11 is made up of half a 
dozen adventurers from Palestine with no standing, no credentials, no 
mandate from anyone unless it be from the Irgun Zevai Leumi in Palestine, 
an insignificantly small pistol-packing group of extremists who are claim­
ing credit for some of the recent terror outrages. Every movement has its 
lunatic fringe and irresponsible splinter factions, and it is natural that 
they should exist also in our midst. The dc1I1ger is that uninformed people 
may be taken in and may be led to believe that a new Moses has arisen in 
Israel . • • 

For more than 40 years, Jews throughout the world have been concerned 
with the creation of a Jewish National Home in Palestine. To that end, there 
were constituted on a democratic basis the World Zionist Organization, and 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine which for 25 years have been headed by Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann. The World Zionist Organization's representatives meet biennially 
as the Zionist Congress and elect their leadership, who constitute the 
Executive. Together with the representatives of tho non-Zionists, they 
constitute the Jewish Agency for Palestine, officially recognized in tho 
Palestine Mandate to represent Jewish interests nnd Jewish rights with re-
spect to Palestine. Tho Jewish .Ag.ency maintains permanent offices in London, 
Jerusalem, Geneva and elsewhere. It ca~ries on necessary political work 
and handles immigration and colonization into Palestine. For this work it 
spends annually about $10,000,000 provided by regular contributions of 
Jewish comrnuni ties. 

In .America, the Zionist movement is represented by the American 
Zionist :Emergency Council, headed by Dr. Stephen S. Wise, of New York, and 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, as co-chairmen •••• 

So far as the Jewish comrnur,i ty of Palestine, which numbers approxi­
mately 600,000, is concerned, it is democratically organized and is 
represented by a National Council, the Vaad Leumi. This body is likewise 
officially recognized by the Palestine Government, controls and directs 
the Jewish school system, social welfare work, etc. It also has a limited 
~axing power under the law. The Vaad Leumi, of course, recognizes the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine and cooperates with it closel;)r. 

To complete the picture, it should be added that the overwhelming 
majority of American Jews, through a democratically constituted .Af,1ERICAN 
JEWISH CONFERENCE in New York last summer adopted a post-war program with 
reference to Jowish rights in Europe, as well as to the Palestine question. 
Represented in tho AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE are hundreds of local com­
munities, as well as about 60 leading national organizations, including 
all the Zionist organizations, the B1nai B1rith, the .American Jewish Congress, 
tho Union of American Hebrew Congregations, tho Rnbbinical Assembly of .Ar:ierica, 
the Council of Jewish ~omen, etc •••• 
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IV. The Resolutions in Congress 

On January 27th, Representatives James A. Wright (Dem.) of 

Pennsylvania and Ranulf Compton (Rep.} of Connecticut introduced 

in the House a resolution calling for a reaffirmation of the 

declar~tion of the Sixty-Seventh Congress of the United States on -----June 30th, 1922, and resolving, 
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~n Febru~ry 2nd, nn identicQI resolution wns fQthered in 

the Seno.te by Senators Robert F. Wn.gner (Dem.) of Nevv Yorl{ o.nd 

Robert A. Taft (Rep.) of Ohio. These resolutions were introduced 

with auspicious support. Upon their introduction, vigorous 

endorsements co.me from Ma.jori ty Floor Lender John rI. McCormack 

(Dem.) of Mnssctchusetts :md Minari ty Floor Lender Joseph 1N. Mo.rtin, 

Jr. (Rep.) of ifassa.chusetts, and ths lenders of the Senate, Uni tcd 

States Sen.:itors Alben 1:v. Ba.rkley (Dem.) of Kentucky and 1.'ifo.llace H. 

Dhite, Jr. (Rep.) of Maine. 

rhe Palestine Commission of the Conference met on January 

31st and voted to endorse the resolutions and to urge their support 

by its delegates and its nffilia.ted national organiza.tions. The 

Conference issued the following st~tement: 

11 ·rhe Am8ricnn Jewish ConfLrsnce is highly gro.tificd 
with the P::'..lestinc resolutions nl1ich hc.vo be:cn introduced 
in the Senate and in the House of the Congress of the United 
St.:ites. These resolutions reflect tho spirit of tho 
Palestine Resolution which wns ~dopted by nn overwhelming 
vote at the gre:1.t ga.thoring of the J',,mcricnn Jewish Confer­
ence hold last September. The Congressional resolutions 
will, if o.dopted, be of utmost sicnificnncc in securing the 
rights of the Jewish people in P~).lostinc nnd the opening 
of the doors of Palestine for unrestricted Jewish immigra­
tion. ·rhe wo.rm reception Hhich the resolutions ha.vc 
received in both branches of Congress and at the hnnds of 
the leaders of both parties augurs well for their pa.ssage. 
·rhe I',merican Jewish Conference calls upon all its dclcga.tes 
n.nd Qll the national organizations o.ffilio.ted with it to 
lend their utmost support to these resolutions and to make 
heo.rd the voice of Amcrico.n Jewry o.gn.inst the White Pa.per 
nncl in beha.lf of the Jewish Commonwealth in the halls of 
Congress." 

fhe Co-Chairmen of the Interim Cotmli ttee sent letters to 

the nuthors of the resolutions o..nd to Congressionnl lenders ·who 

were supporting them, expressing the Conference's npprociation. 
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Taking stock of our situation as or t ay, following the • ost onement of 

our resolution I should like to make t..~e following observ" tions. e have suffered 

a set-back. There is no doubt about that. But it is not a serious as some have 

asswaed. 

Sup ose what had transpired in the last few weeks had not taken place. 

Suppose nothing has been done 1n connection with our Resolutions in the House 

and in the Senate . nhat would have happened? The Resolutions would have died 

in the present Congress . It is naive to assume that nobody ould have made 

any in.uiries as to why the Resolutions ere not acted upon. The hole country 

had been stirred up to the verJ last days of the present Congress to demand and 

to expect action . As I indicated earlier, to the very last days telegrams and 

petitions were pouring into Washington, many or them from the hands of Zionist 

leaders, pressing for action. Some satisfactory explanation wbuld have had to 

be given . What could we say? That we regarded the President's statement on 

October 15 and the political platforms as sufficient and there was no longer 

any need for the resolutions? Then my in the orld did we keep on pressing for 

the resolutions after October 15 with the full knowledge and a proval of the 

Zionist Emergency Council? Why did the ZOA Convention inAtlantic City, _following 

the President•s statement, ask for Congression 1 action? lhy did we ask Congressmen 

and Senators all over the country to pledge themselves before election to vote for 

our resolutions? No, that explanation ould not hold water. e would then 

have to say that the State Department and the President had re uested us to defer 

action and that we complied. This would have c lled forth indignant in uiries as 

to why the State Department and the President asked for ~eferment; the same 
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indignant in~uiries whieh are now being made and on top of it the Zionist 

leadership would have been roundly condemned for having consented to such action. 

Our enemies certainly would have made maximum capital of the situation. 

Congress, in spite of all the urging and prompting of the Zionists, refused to 

act. The Arabs would have hailed thci.t as a great triumph, for they had appealed 

directly to Congress not to act on our Resolutions and Congress complied with 

their re~uest . Anti-Zionists in the United States would have had a field day 

at this major defeat. 

But how do we stand now as the result of what has transpired in the last 

fe, weeks? There was no actual rejection of our resolution by the Congress of the 

United States. 

On the contrary. Every indication is conclusive that the Congress was 

prepared to approve of it. The House ForeignAffairs ommittee actually approved 

of it, and the enate Foreign Relations Committee, as evidenced by the Round Robin, 

which the Senators signed, had a majority and more than a majority to approve it. 

The President, had the resolution deferred. We have not lost ground therefore with 

the Americ.m people, with American public opinion and with the legislative . 
representatives of our country. The action of deferment has been severely criticized 

by the public press . There has hardly been anywhere an approval of its action. 

It has not convinced the American people. These are fact, and these true facts 

should be stressed and driven home to our people and to the American people 

genera.Uy. We should not talk of th defeat of rur resolution - even if some of us 

are anxious to discredit this or that leader. It will do great hurt to Zior..ist 

morale. Every Zionist body will suffer. 

'j- - As far as the President is concerned, future events will shor1 that we have 

gained rather than lost ground. The report which hus been widely spre..,.d that the 

President is angry at what has happened, as far as I know, rests on on evidence. 

It appears to be either a surmise or an interpretation calculated to create a panic 
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him best that he constantly takes these pressures and influences into account and 

his action i s often the composite resultant of these various pressures. That is 

natural; t h.u t is human. This is true also in the matter of Palestine. · Do not 

deceive yourselves. Apart from such ressure as e exert from time to time, there 

are always other pressures which our adversaries are exe Rting in one form or another. 

The Arabs, British influences, A.~eric~n anti-Zionists, Jewish anti-Zionists and 
. 

the Pre s etter of December 5 to Senator agner clearly reflects this 

-----~--:-:---------- --.. situation. Does atyone really think that if Zionist pressure were removed, we 

~ would gain by it? Or would not .e inevitable result be that combined and 

further away from a pro-Zionist line? -
I ant to a:e it p.lrfectly clear so that there may be no misunderstanding: 

I do not mean tnat we must attack him or that ie deal ith him tactlessly. Such 

pressure as e may find it advisable to exert from time to time must be viell and 

isely considered and e must be sure of our ground. It t be legiti..mllt e and 

appropriate. Surely no one ill assert that the proposed action by Con ss, 

re~e tin~ in subst ce hat t.~e President hi self had said only a fe ------ - --- ----------
could be regarded by any reasonable 1erson as being unre sonable or inappropriat. ----On the contrary, the veto imposed by the Administration was not reason~ble in the 

circumstances. In this matter it is we arty, not the 

President, and • Roosevelt as a reasonable man must hi self rec0gnize this to 

be true. That is t he only posit.ion m.ic 
-.. -------- e can take as self-res?ecting n:.en and 

representatives of a self-respecting movement. 



,. 
subaitted to his judgment wi t.1 great misgiving~1a 

know what is in the President's d and in the mind of the State Department 1th --- ~-------
reference to Jewish aspirations in Palestine. The hour is 1 te, the air is full 

------..... 
of plans, proposals and counter-propost.:ls. So far we have had nothing from our 

Govel'nDlent but two official rohibitions ag&inst a pro-Zionist resolutionin 

Congress endorse1 

. \ _ Those who say that our political strategy is to eep the President al •ays 

't, - sw 1 et-tempered, to explain away his ever-.1 erro udgment in relation to 

our cause, and to say •yea• and •nay• whenever he says •yea• or •nay• are, in 

my humble judgment, terribly in the wrong. To criticize the President is not 

to attack him. He is being criticized by friends and by members of his own party 

frequently for what they regard as wrong policies or bad ap:>ointments, or 

politic l mistakes. So is L:r. Churchill criticize. lty his friends fre uently. 

The President will gain respect for us and will lmd a more 

~e grow in independence and in dignified insistence on hat we believe to be 

morally due us. The President must be made aware that there is a critical judgment 

to satisfy, an appraising eye and an uncompromising determination on the part of 

the Jews in the United ta.tes and non-Jews, as well, who want to see full justice 

-rJi jii-t,o Jewish Palestine, and cmnt upon the President because of the grave commitments 

he has made and the res onsibility hieh he has voluntafily assumed to do his 

utmost to see that this justice is done. 

,e must always bear in mind that the President is cons"'antly sub,ject to 

conflicting pressures ot all kinds from all ua.rters on all subjects. He is 

accustomed to it; it is his daily bre&d. MoreoYer, we are assured by some 1ho know 
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January 5, 1945 

The onorable He1.ry lorgenthau, Jr. 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Ur. l .. orgenthau& 

PERSONAL 

May I send you the greetings of the new year and 
all my good wishes for the coming days. 

On November 2 I wrote yo a letter in which I included 
extracts f rom lett ers sent to me b-y Dr. ~ei zmann which he 
requested me to show to you. In the letter I also in uired 
w et.1.ar you rece1 ved a docwnent ..-hich Dr. ••eizma.nn w&.s sending 
to you. 

J . ChaW1cey, of your office, re;,lied on November 4 
thdt you re absent fran «ashin0 t n for sever 1 days and t hat 
r.:y 1 tter would be brought to your attention upon your return. 
Not having heard f rom you, I am wonderin .,: et er my letter ,'/JS 

broug t to your attention. 

I should lie, also, to refer to ~letter of October 31, 
following our convers· tio~ in your ffice, and m letter of 
October 26. In your letter ' ur indicated t hat , ou . ould in.form 
t he resident of our conversation. I am wonderin5 wht.: t er you 
have had t ha opportunity to do so. 

Since writing to you last, I :_,_ve withdrawn fro the 
chairmanship of the Executive Committee of t he Zionist Emer0 ericy 
Council. You may hc:i.Ve seen references to it in t:ie ,..)Ubllc ~ress. 
I o.Jn now a ?rivute in t he runks, but ~s deeply interested. in t he 
great cause as I have ever been. 

~U th all good wishes, I rem&in 

rjos t cordial i.y yours, 

AHS:BK 



(C 
CONFIDE TIJl.L 
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Dr . Abba i l l el Silver , R bbi 
The Te .Jle 
C., evel •4 , Ohio 

D r Doc~or ~ilve -

Bronxville, l .Y. 
el . ronxvil l 

J • 6 , 1945 
...:1056 

Y ur , ire of fe, d s , ret ere . It ~·11, 
unfo tunately, not be ossible ~ r rau to cc our ki nd invit tion to ·ddress 
your con6re ti n on the Sund ... y you , e ion . s e:a. i n -:· i n t h Congre a.tion&l 

1urch of tamfor d hdt morning on union service of al l the rotest nt denom-
inati on~. Ther ru.ve bee fe c ses of fl gr nt ti-Je ish d'scr in· t i on in 
t hut to n , d the various ini ter t hought i t bes t o h-ve t he t n r, t hr shed out 
in t he pen, in od I house, ;;;.s t beJ s id, in t e good old · 1 ,ric n · of t e 
To in ,. 11 eting . ,:nen it ~ rut u_ t .:, e t h t a.y , I di..r ed not refuse . They 

re nec..rlJ 11 youni men, terribl in e , rne t . To me thlkin bout • ti- ·"emitism 
is ,n ful re , b t I overc e my im tience and no . .illing to suffer to t he 
extent of ·earin go, d bi b and buckled hoes for f e hours . I hope ou 
ill exc se e . 

I h d int nded t o write you a fe days e ... r lier . :h t docs HoI.1e s y ? "l 
son e oint of oc.in6 .:1en you evented me by o enin the door. " Inf ct I 

:i .... d .ritten you lon r 1 +er, but I or it up a _; i n t i n.ki n.., t rai.t 1 :ligr..t seem 
resum t uous on my art, a non-Je, and theref re ot c ki onist (offici - lly) to ix 

into fft. irs hi ch ere not • concern. Bu t i.en I · s so ar de t l y .:,>res ·ed t 1ese 
lo.st f e eeks by ho ,i se d Goldstein t o c me out ,Ii t h an ct or 
st t em nt in sup~ort of their rtic l ar · ttitude in t h cuxrent diversit y of 
opi ni on , th...t I got ][I( m self into such t rouble and vexation of s i r i t th t I Kus 
a 0 1 t decided t o leave :,ionism one - ltobet 11ar . lfo7l it .as "de r ier e, I 

nt t o be i ed by you {I , r Lel Goldstein) nd e sh uld (not~ bene) have o ic UBS 
t t -:en t o"'ether f r t he N .P." d a Dr . ~i o 11 sorts 0£ 11,.. t tering re;,, r 1 s , ut 
be' i nd bac ~ -hey r~tructed the risti a.n Council n o h~ve me s~e as I 
am (contern tibl r ent t ) ore ...nti- Dritish t .,ro- Zi oni t . I f I am 1ti -
i m eri 1 · s ticc...lly i l lined , not nti- Bri tish , ,c...sn I t i for t he sa e o Zion and 
t he J ewish ,eo 1 tru t I t ook this attitude? Do ... h!..Se ,.;onts think that I could not 

e b kin6 i n hi0 h f avor , · t t h_ir FD nd their ~hure,1-iill ... I, a- Br itish .m · j ec ., , 
h ,.d t~ en · n ti- i nist Joi t of view, l i ch i s o e s y to ta'lce or t .. '"'entile 
ith nti- n t ion~list notions? 

Now I , told "t he J , sh • s es 
"and y u mus t el re · - i th,., daoa · 

i sten t you," b} both D . 
inflicted by Dr . Silver . " 

·i se ~nd Gol dstein, 

Tell, I , not oi n0 t o do it . Th t ' s - 11 t ljere i s t o t her c .. t 0ut , 
c;.lnd muzzled and lied bout , t n betr .; t i1e cause f Zion . oke in shi. ,~ ton 
l ast .ee • . e h .... d u.S l ·r ge t-.. cro d , in dever nee Hall nd rotcstant ini s t ers 
on t1e pl a tform • • ld t here l defended your ·ttitude , sf r a I tmderst; ... d it, d 
your oin of vie\~ . hen I sai d t i s : "I t is ne t hi nt for r . oi z n an1 the 
le.aders of t he gency to ursuo i)o :.icy f trus t u confi dence in Britain and 
Ch "'Chill to ! it _ atientl y for so concessi on ufter the wur, t hej ,1rob&bly 
c&nno o t her is • But for Dr . ise nd Dr . Gol stein to pursue a similt.r " olir., 
of laisser rift vis-n- vis of FDR is i m. olitic , - Americ~n, and rill l ead to 
c plete s t gnat ion . On t he ot or d n g.,ressive , mili t , · ric n Zi oni si · 
olicy, _ol icy suic · y Americ Zi nits , of deter i ncd criticism 1....nd ·:? ienc 
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ill m y tren the t he h nds of Dr . i.eiz nn . He an i n th• t case ;:,oirit he 
gr t t sh coi.Jnuni t y i n t he or l d r s no l onr.>er s t isfied wit sacr rin ssurances 
of go for fer t he ,ar . I S!lid I understood this to be t.le vie . 0 Dr . 
,ilver and t he house liter 11 r o e t o its et nd cheered your n e , he oyin, t oo, 
b., the ·a I J i gni fic tt • 

The s · me t · n t o- ni ht t t e Br oo l yn Jewish Cent -.r , hlch h d -:.'!e S j n 0 0 e 
cro ded t o t he r fte ... s . There ,le h d 4 .u st i on .Je i od . ilnd I c~me out o enl y 
a ; ins t .. i se cum suis . In Louis I. Ne~ c..n 1s Temple las t Fr iday, t oo , t he srune 

ng . 

ter t he roe t ing 1 ,; t n i ght , 1th the r ooklfll Zioni t l e ders . 
They a ·kad my adv ' ce . They e re boi ing wi t i ndigna t i on . They ,' t t o sweep the 

d nistr tion into t he agh c .n . It "nk t hey i ll. The Jes are sick snd tired of 
a.p t .d ·. s ers and durk nts . Th ir ~ins~an r e ying in Euro e . The 

h is i n orce. Tomorro the itish "i ll tell us: t re a.re no Jes 
cl to enter -1 stine . T Je ;s · r e de ·d . Hi t l er i lled hem. Before t his 

s advanced t cti t hey f eel that you ou6ht lead t hem . 
aiting for re deeply tirred . 

Th zr C ' lieve I am t hei r · r t icuLar ch ver, c l ed ut my house 
he e in Br onxville . dvis d t e not t o iuit yet , to ;ait t i l l e hear f rom yo . 

es . 
c am_:>ai ,n of' er 
~ u, a.nd of e, 

But, t he others a.re t ittin · ;;,til l. There is · fur ious , b se 
n . I 111 tell yo more nbo t th t in det 11 ~h n I see 

no- to be silenced , too. 

Th ri l of h I rgunist case (my c:,se ) i l so takin on directipn. 
Ber gson on t2 e first round . The ican Ja;,L:.h Commit tee had a ser i es of ar ticle 
publis din t h •• Te e0 r um ~~erein i t as ·nted · tin addition o eing ti­
Ca t holic , I a 1:1 also anti emitic, vid my sl d of a re ,1utabl Jewish organiz t i on . 
Ins teud of def ending oe, Sh n 1 t t .,o . They, t he lawyers , h:..ve coll ec t ed no 
d t , ve no t e i 1 t o 1 r esent t ot court . I sus ct doubl e e l ing . 
atte ;J t, t o discr edit me, 11 t o bir ds , i h o .e stone , s o t o s eak . I don ' t ut 
it pa.st t nem f t er h t I h ve l e~rn din t he l s t few eks . Bu t enough! I wpe y u 
c n r,ad t his . I can't use type riter , o? l . o. h nd . Th other one I g ve 
for :1r . ' hurcBlill' s Em ire ,hen I t houg t {;,l nd s t .e "m t l er of t he f r e . 11 

Foolish tc n , sn 't I? 

/iith regil-rds 
R -in· . 

S3ur nces of s l id rity an m res~ ct s , Jle~ e t o t he 

? .S. 

Y ur inca 1 , 

ierr e 
5 ... n Pa.ass en 

I told t he 2 et · s in D n , ol umhus , Ind: an ol is and Cincinn ti 
hich I · cheduled o · ddres s a r e t :<f c rice l led in vieit f my "anti- Zi onist 

atti t ude in , shingt on ." uel toupet l 
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J.MERICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE 
55 WEST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 18, NEW YORK 
TELEPHONE: LAckawanna 4-7319 

Translat on of a special dispatch bys; Dingol in The Jewish Day, 
--:!pril a, 1945. imilar dispatches have appeared in the Jewish 
Mereing Journal and the Jewish Dailv Forward) 

PEACE IN ZIONIST RANKS COULD BE ACHIEVED WITHIN TEN MINUTES, SAYS DR. SILVER 

ZIONIST LEADER ASSERTS THAT THE DISPUTE WITHIN ZIONIST LEADERSHIP 
COULD BE SOLVED EASILY WITH GOOD WILL ON BOTH SIDES. - DOUBTS 
WHETHER THE COMMITTEE NAMED BY DR. GOLDSTEIN WILL ACHIEVE THIS 

The furor which has arisen in American Zionist circles over Rabbi Abba Hillel 

Silver's forced resignation from the leadership of the American Zionist Emergency 

Council, and the protests and demands for his return to leadership which have come 

from all parts of the country, have finally brought about a decision by the Executive 

Committee of the Zionist Organization of America to name a committee which will ex­

plore the possibilities of restoring peace in the Zionist movement. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of the Zionist Organization of America, named 

a committee of five, with Judge Louis E. Levinthal as chairman, for that purpose. The 

four other members of the committee are: Daniel Frisch, Louis Lipsky, Ezra Shapiro, 

and Dewey Stone. 

When tho membership of the group was made public, the J.merican Zionist Policy 

Committee, which supports Dr. Silver's policies, issued a statement expressing no 

confidence in the committee because, with one exception, it is made up of Dr. Silver's 

opponents, and "not a single member of the committee represents the forces in 

American Zionism which have publicly demanded the recall of Dr. Silver." 
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Dr. Silver was in New York on Friday afternoon and we made use of the occasion 

to meet with him and get his opinion on the possibility for peace in the Zionist 

leadership, and on the committee which was named by Dr. Goldstein. 

Dr. Silver asserted that peace in the Zionist leadership can be achieved 

very easily. 

"Peace in American Zionism can be brought about within ten minutes!" Dr. Silver 

declared. "If Dr. Wise and I were to discuss the matter and if it were made clear 

that the question of prestige is not involved, but that this concerns the best in­

terests of Zionism, then I don't think we would have much difficulty in understanding 

each other, provided that outside influences will not be involved," 

11And what is your opinion on the peace committee?" I asked Rabbi Silver, 

11 The American Zionist Policy Committee, with which I am in complete harmony, 

has already made a statement about that," Dr. Silver answered. "We are not opposed 

to a peace committee that really wants peace. But when such a committee is named, it 

should be made up of neutrals who are not involved in the controversy, or it should 

be a mixed group, representing both sides, who would arrive at an understanding 

among themselves. Unfortunately the makeup of this committee is such as wou~d tend 

to prolong the dispute, rather than achieve early peace. One member of the committee, 

speaki_~g from a Zionist platform, could find no better word than "Fascist" to des­

cribe me. Another member of the committee has travelled throughout the country to 

speak against me at Zionist meetings. Such a •peace committee' can have only one 

interest--to keep the present ZOA leadership in control and to keep me as far as 

possible from the Emergency Council." 

11Do you believe that the ZOA Executive was insincere in making this peace 

attempt?" I asked Dr. Silver. 

11No, I would not say that. I believe that many members of the Executive were 
sincere in requesting that peace be brought about, But because the makeup of the 
committee was left in the hands of outspoken opponents of mine, what emerged was not 
a peace committee, but a group which will try to bury every possibility for achieving 
peace." 

4/10/45 
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A'A. tk~'CO\-\o...l. 
Indianapolis Jewish 
National Edition 
Friday, May 4, 1945 

Post '- ~ 

THE FIGHT IS OVER. RABBI SILVER WINS. 

It ie not without a feeling of regret that the Post takes note of the in­

cident at the mass meeting last Sunday at Lewisohn stadium at which Rabbi 

stephen S. Wise was made the victim of an embarrassing situation. 

Unquestionably the one living U.S. Jew who has done moat for all causes 

of U. S. Jewry, Rabbi Wise finds himself in a position for which he need not 

apologize and one faced often by men in the thick of.political battles. For­

saken by the present hierarchy in the z.o.A., moat of whom are fighting among 

themselves, whether openly or not, for hie mantle, the famoUB Jewish leader 

finds himself pitted against a young, vigorous opponent, who has behind him 

the best press agenting any Jewish man has had in recent years. 

Translated into everyday politics, the Lewisohn stadium incident indicates 

all these things: Rabbi Silver has already won hie battle f or leadership in 

U. s. Zionism. There is no need for any "peace" committee, or anything else 

now; Dr. Silver has the Zionist movement in the palm of hie hand. The present 

regime in the z.o.A. mu.et certainly understand that they are living on borrowed 
-......:nd the _sooner they step downJ 

timej\the more lasting will their reputations be. 

There is no denying that Rabbi Silver has captured the imagination of that 

part of the U. s. Jewish community interested in the fate of Palestine. That 

be has had excellent backing and behind-the-scenes guidance does not rob him . 

of any glory. His fight and victory should be a lesson in "going to the 

people 11 after having been denied by the higher-ups. 
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IX. The Political Platforms 

An impresoive manifestaticn of .funerica 1 s sup _~ort for the reconstitution 

of Palestine as a Jer.ish Commonrrealth came this SUIIll!ler nhen the major political 

parties met in Chicago and for the first time in history, both varties ado,ted 

pro-Palestine ?lc.nks in their national election platforms. 

The Republican plank, adopted on June 27th, rends as follows: 
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X. The P.oosevel t Dccl:'..rt:tion 

The culmin2.tion of t:1i:: i::rJ::·es:::ive r.101.Jilizf>.tion of American "'JV.blic 

o 1inion in behr.l:f of tho Com;-1onne21~h Resolutiry,1 c:-me on October lSth, r•hen Presi-

.,_cnt Frr.n::-:_:.!.n DcJ.[ no Rooscve.1. t, in L ~10[· s~ c t:1 t:~e 47t'1 [•.n..11.u::-J. Convcnti0n of the 

the ef:tcbli::;11,,,,snt of ?~~lc':tine :::.~- ; free and -::~cnocrr.tic Comr.,onvrec:lth and 1'.)led:cd 

his r.ssistc:-nce to br·i:ne; cbout it:-· reo..l.izc.tion. 

ti:ne Co:TL-:ti ttcc, to t:1e Convention, t:1e r.c-::~;- r·s of the Precidcnt declr.red: 

11Plense e:xpress 1:1~.r satief, cticn t~1L.t in eccm:·c. 1 .. i th tro.di tional 
hnericcn ·)oJ.ic:/, end in l~eo:?inr rri th t:1e :::·_1i:;.."i t •Jf the f011r freeclo1:1c, the 
Der::ocr£.tic :')crty ,tt its July convention th~.s ye,:~-- :i.nclncler~ t11e f ol:..m··ing 
:_)l.:.n~~ in i t2 }J..c tforn: 'TTe f:-.vor the o-Jeninc of Pc.le.stinc to unrectricted 
Je,JiGh i~:1i~.rc'..tion ,- nd coloni~ation, e.nd such a )Ol::'..cy :. ·? to recnl t in 
the eE"tl'.blL·hm.en-c there of ll. free r.nc: democrctic J e, :ish col'!!':iOlll·.recl th.' 



• 

Thjs im·1ressive declr.rG.tion by the PrcGiclent, Pit!l its cle::-.r end 

achieved r:r..d thLt t~10 ·-1romi8e r1:-· .e to the Jc~:i ~h )eo·1le by 02 nc.tions -:.t the 

end •of the first r:orld ''::::: ~-·c,1 11(~ ')e ful l_y im-i lt:!mentec.1 c. t tho conclu <::ion of the 

- ' f 1 . t pre.;..ent. c,Jn ._ic • 



I 
In my judgnent, political considero.tions now outvreigh the military, nnd the 

issue should be determined upon the political ro.ther than the uilito.ry be.sis. 

( signed) 

Sincerely, 

Honry Le Stimson 

Socrotury of Wnr 



.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGE!JCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Evor since the military roquestod postponor.i.ent of action on tho Palestine 
Resolutions which wore introduced in Congro5s, tho .American Zionist Emorgoncy 
Council has boon oncrgctically worldng to have those objections romovod. Tho 
Council made m.merous roprosontations to the War Department, and both Sono.tor 
Robert Fe Vfognor and Sona.tor Robert A. Taft, co-sponsors of tho Resolution, 
oxortod their efforts to this ond. 

Sena.tor Taft wrote to Secretary of War Stimson a month ago urgently soliciting 
a reply us to whether the Wo.r Department• s objections still preva.iled in view of 
the changed military situo.tion. 

Sena.tor Taft has authorized Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver, Executive Commit tee Clrn.ir­
man of the Counoil, to muke public the follov.ring roply which Senuto:r Taf t rocoiv ~Jd 
frcm the Secretary of Vlars 

Honoro.blc Robert A• Taft 
United States Senato 
,:;ashington, D. c. 

idy doo.r Senators 

WAR DEP .ARTMENT 
Vfashington 

10 October 1944 

I rofor to your lotter of September 12, 1944, regarding S,R. 247, intro~ucod 
by Sona.tor Vfognor o.nd yourself on the subject of opening the doors of Po.lostino 
to the free entry of Jews into tho.t oountry. 

At the time your resolution wo.s being considered by the Foreign Relations 
Committee the endorsement of such u proposal by the Congress ho.d grnva ir.1plications 
which would seriously ho.Ve intorforod vd th tho progress of the wcu-. In response 
to your inquiry I ho.vo reviewod the considoro.tions which applied o.t tho.t time. 
I find thut there is still strong fooling on the po.rt of mo.ny officors in my 
dcpo.rtmont tho.t tho puss a.go of such a rosol ution yrould intorfor0 with our 
military effort. However. I do, 




