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11-1-44

Dyr. Israel Goldstein
270 West 89th St.
New York, N.Y.

MANSON TELEPHONED ME REGARDING RESOLUTION TO BE PRESENTED AT BALFOUR MEETING. STOP
STRONGLY URGE NO DEVIATION WHATEVER FROM ACTION TAKEN ON CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUT IONS

AT ATLANTIC CITY CORVENTION STOP. NEITHER THE EMERGENCY COUNCIL NOR THE EXECUTIVE OF THE
ZOA HAS AUTHORIZED ANY OTHER PUBLIC DECLARATION STOP WE ALL AGREE THAT AMENDMENTS #ILL
BE SOUGHT TO IMPROVE RESOLUTIONS WHEN CONGRESS RECONVENES STOP IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY
DANGEROUS IF IN THE SLIGHTEST DEGREE THE SUGGESTION IS GIVEN IN PUBLIC THAT WE ARE
ABANDONING PENDING RESOLUTIONS. ANY REVISION WILL NOT ESCAPE THE ATTENTION OF

OUR ENEMIES NOR OF THE PRESS WHICH WILL %E AT ONCE A PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF THE
SUBJECT AT PRESENT ENTIRELY UNDESIRABLE. WARNED AGAINST THIS AT THE MEETING

OF THE EMERGENCY COUNCIL ZEMRX MONDAY NIGHT. SURELY A BALFOUR DAY CELEBRATION IS CA
NOT THE SUITABLE OCCASION FUR ANNOUNCING A NEW FORMULA WHICH HAS NOT BEEN SANCTION K
BY ANY AUTHORIZED ZIONIST BODY AND BY THE EMERGENCY COUNCIL.

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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FROM:

SUBJECT:

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE

MEMORANDUM

Members of the Administrative DATE: November 1, 1944
Committee
I. L. Kenen

URGENT

Attached is a draft of the report of the Interim
Committee which will serve as a preface to the reports
of the three Commissions in the printed report of the
Conference. At the last meeting of the Interim Committee,
the Administrative Committee was authorized to prepare
such a report. ,

Uill you please read this in advance of tomorro:
night's meeting of the Administrative Committee so that
we may act on it, if possible. If you are unable to
attend the meeting, will you please send in any suggestions
or comments that you may have. Ue are hoping to go to
preéss with the entire report in the next few days.



INTERIM COMMITTEE REPORT
The Interim Committee, created at the first session of the American Jewish
Conference to implement its decisions; herewith submits to the delegates a report
of its activities and the activities of the three Commissions established by the
Committee on October 17th; 1943 "to carry out the mandates of the Conference with

respect to rescue, nost-war reconstruction and Palestine."

Composition of the Committee

The Resolution on Organization provided that:

"The Interim Committee shall be selected on the same proportional
basis as now prevails among the groupings in the Conference on the 'key -
of ten' or major fraction thereof, and that a number of members at large,
not in excess of eight, shall be chosen by the Interim Committee for
addition to its membership."

The Interim Committee met for the purpose of orgenization immediately
upon recess of the first session on September 2nd, 1943, its membership composed
of the nominees of the various groupings in the Conference. These included:
Meurice Bisgyer, David Blumberg, Gedalieh Bublick, Sigmund W, David, J. David
Delmen, Rabbi William Drazin, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein,
Prof, Hymen J, Ettlinger, Rabbi Simon-Federbusch, Prof. Hayim Fineman, J, George -
Fredman, Daniel Frisch, Frank Goldman, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Mrs. Samuel Goldstein,
Mrs. Samuel W, Halprin, Rabbi James G. Heller, Herman Hoffman, Edgar J. Kaufmann,
Charles P, Kramer, Sidney G. Kusworm, Hon. Louis E, Levinthal, Dr. Louis M.
Levitsky, Louis Lipsky, Julius Livingston, Rabbi Irving Miller, Louis J. loss,

Dr. Samuel Nirenstein, Harry A, Pine, Dvorah Rothbard, Honm. lorris Rothenberg,
Isidor- Sack, Louis Segal, Hon. Carl Shermen, Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel
Silver, Mrs. Archibald Silverman, Hermenn Stern, Robert Szold, Mrs. Maurice Turner,
Mrs. Joseph M. Welt, David Wertheim, Benjemin Winter, Mrs. Stephen S. Vise,

Baruch Zuckerman,

In addition to these, the Interim Committee later co-opted for membership
Naomi Chertoff, Hayim Greenberg, lrs. Hugo Hartmann, Mrs. David de Sola Pool,
Adolph Rosenberg and Justice Meier Steinbrink., Two places were reserved for
representatives of organizations unaffiliated with the Conference, in the event
of their future participation.

The Resolution on Organization provided for not less than three co-chairmen
and accordingly, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Henry Honsky and Dr. Stephen S. Tise were
elected.

Several changes occurred in the composition of the Interim Committee during
the year: Dr, Joseph Tenenbaum succeeded Benjamin Winter (deceased); Benjamin
Samuels replaced David Blumberg because of the latter's illness; Leon Gellman
served as an alternate for Gedalish Bublick because of his illness; Dr. Samuel

Margoshes served as an alternate for Mrs, Archibald Silverman when she was over-
seas; and Rabbi Robert Cordis and Semuel Rothstein replaced Dr. Louis M. Levitsky
and Louis J. Moss, respectively, reflecting chenges in the organizations they

renreserted.
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Duties of the Interim Committee
The Resolution on Organization adopted by the Conference vested in the
Interim Committee the following duties end functions:
"'1. To implement the resolutions and decisions adopted by
the American Jewish-Conference at its session of August 29th to
September.an, 1943, and in so doing shall cooperate with other
organizations and agencies, so far as such cooperation may be deemed
desirable.
"2. To reconvene the Conference at such time as it may deem

necessary and expedient, but in any event, not later than twelve
months following the adjournment of the present session thereof."

The Executive Apparatus
The Interim Committee conceived that its functions were twofold: one, the

stimulation of all action possible to assist in the realization of the Conference
program and to rhobilize public opinion to that end; and two; the establishment of
the necessary machinery to implement the Conference resolutions by way of appropriate
representations to our own and other govermments in the areas of the Conference
program.

At a meeting of the Interim Committee on October 17th; 1943; it was deter-
mined to establish three Commissions to act as the executive machinery of the Con-
ference. These were the Commigsion on Rescue; the Commission on Post—‘."!ar; and the
Commission on Palestine. The resolution creating these bodies authorized them "to
utilize the service and seek the cooperation of. existing agencies in their respec-
tive fields." This policy; vhich had been indicated in the Conference Resolution
establishing the Interim Committee, (quoted above) has been pursued by the Interin
Committee from its inception., The Committee recognized that a number of organitc-
tions were engaged in activities in the three areas of the Conference's scope.
Manifestly; it was intended that the Conference should stimulate and coordinate the
activities of these organizations in conformity to the Conference program. It l:co
been the policy of the Interim Committee to avoid establishing duplicating appara-
tuses. There no agency existed for the implementation of the Conference program,
the Interim Committee considered it necessary to establish one. -

In the field of rescue and post-war reconstmction; the Interim Committee,
through its COmmissions; agsumed the initiative in making all representations to
the governments; inasmuch as no over-all agency existed for that purpose int‘bhese
fields. It was deemed; moreover; the duty of orgenizations affiliated with the
Conference in the interests of a "program of common action" to submit data and
information to the Conference and to abide by the principle that representation.

in thege fields shall be made in the name of tha (onfarence,
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In the implementation of the Palestine Besoltrtion; the American Zionist
Emergency Council, representing the principasl Zionist bodies; was engaged in day-
to-day political and public relations sctivities and, accordingly; the Pelestine
Commission did not seel: to duplicate this work., The tzsk of the Commission was
to cooperate with this agency and to make such representations as the Conference
considered advisable in its own name.

The Commissions consisted of nominees of the groupings; in addition to a
number of persons co-opted by the Commissions because of their special qualifica-
tions. The Commissions have reported regularly to meetings of the Interim Committee
through the year for approval and direction; and with this report there are trans-
mitted reviews by each of the three Commissions of their activities and interests
during the past year.

In addition to the Comm1ssions, the Interim Committee created an Executive
Committee to function between meetings of the Interim Committee, and an Administre-
tive Committee to execute the decisions of the parent body. The Executive Committee
consisted of Maurice Bisgy‘er, Gedaliah Bublick Sigmund W. Dav:.d Rabbl Maurice N,
Eisendrath, Mrs, lMoses P. Ensteln, J. George Fredman, Frank Goluman, Dr Israel
Goldstein, Judge Lou:.s E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving MJ.ller, Henry
Monslcy, Louis J. Moss, Dr, Samuel Nirenstein, Louis Segal, Carl Sner'nc.n. Herman
Shulman, David Wertheim;and Dr. Stephen S. Wise., The Administrative Committee con--
sisted of Mrs, lMoses P, Eps‘bein; J. George Fredman; Leon Gellma.n; Charles P. K:aaner;
Louis Lipsky; Herman Shulmen and David Wertheim.

Subsequently; the executive machinery of the Conference was re-orgaenized

in Mey and a new Administrative Committee was established to prepare for the second
session of the Conference; to function as the executive organ of the Interim Com-
mittee; and to act in place of that body in between meetings of the Interim Com-
mittee. The Administrative Committee is headed by Louis Lnsky, and conslsts
the following: Maurice Bisgyer, Samuel Caplan, Rabb:. Maurice N, Elsendrath,
Mrs. Moses P. Epsteln, Jane Evans, J. George Fredmen, Leon Gellman, Wilha.m Gerber,
Hayim Greenberg, Charles P. Kramer, Sidney G. Kusworm, Rabbi Irving Miller, Samuel
Rothstein, Mex J, Schneider, Herman Shulman, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Meyer W.
Tleisgal and David Vertheim.

The Interim Committee met regularly during the year. Immediately follcwing

the recess of the Conference, the Resolutions adopted at the first session were

submitted to our Government, On September 18, 1943, a delegation acting’for the

- R al
Conference and consisting of Dr, Stephen S, Wiss. Dr. Solomon B. Froehof, Fraal
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Goldman, Louis Lipsky, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver; and Jane Evans for the Secretarizxt;
presented the text of these resolutions to Secretary of State Cordell Hull,

: Meetings of the Interim Committee were held on September 2; 1945; October
17, 1943, November 7, 1943, November 23; 1945; December 15; 1945; January 25; 1944;
Mereh 21, }944, May 12, 1944, June 29, 1944, August 1; 1944; September 12; 1944; and
October 24, 1944, At these meetings; the Cormittee reviewed the work carried on
by the three Commissions to determine policy and give directives for future action.
Since its orgenization in May; the Administrative Committee has met fortnightly
and more frequently as the occasion demended. It has coordinated the work of the
Commissions and arranged for the implementation of their programs., It has carried

on the preperations for the second session and has assigned the duties of the staff.

The American Jewish Committee

Since the recess of the first session, all organizations which participated
in the Conference have continued adherence with the exception of the American Jewich
Committee, whose Executive Committee voted to withdraw on October 24th; 1945; set-
ting forth its reasons in a public statement. The Interim Committee published a
reply to the American Jewish Committee on November 7th; 1943, copies of which were
distributed to the delegates and to the public, During the yeer, in line with the
policy of the Interim Committee to achieve the Conference objective of tmity;
efforts were made to secure the cooperation of the American Jewish Committee on a
number of occasions. The subsecuent relationship between the American Jewish Con-
ference and the American Jewish Committee is described in detail in the reports of

the Commissions,.

The Jewish Labor Committee

The Executive Committee of the Jewish Labor Committee on November Soth;
1945; adopted a resolution "to remain in the American Jewish Conference; to work
with the Conference on all matters that are within the scope of the activities
of the Jewish Labor Committee in accordance with its decisions; but not to par-

ticipate in the Interim Committee."

The Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe

The activities of the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of
Burope, and a number of related bodies, all of which had been projected by the
Hebrew Committee of Nationel Liberation, created much confusion in the mindg of

Chrigtians and Jews alike during the year, and it became necessary to infewm tinc
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American public of the irresponsible and unrepresentative character of these bodies.
Accordingly, on December 51; 1243, the Interim Committee made nublic a memorandum
to the delegates detailing the status and character of these organizations and their

activities. The reports of the Commissions treat of this in greater detail,

Agreement with the World Jewish Congress

Vhile not affiliated with the Conference, the World Jewish Congress ex-
tended its cooperation to the Commissions and the relationship between the Congress
and the Conference wos formallized with the edoption of a working agreement on
September 12; 1944, Text of the agreement follows:

"It is agreed that both organizations are to place at their
mutual disposition the respective facilities and exchange information
to the end that there shall be a constant exchange of confidential
information between appropriate departments of the two organizations

in all matters touching post-war plans and rescue efforts.

"A joint plamning committee is to be set up Yor the consideration
of post-war problems and to advise on the drafting of statements and pro-
posals. The committee is to be composed of an equal number of members
from each body and is to have at its disposal the results of the studies
made by the Institute of Jewish Affairs, The recommendations of the
joint committee are to be submitted to the aprropriate organs of the
Viorld Jewish Congress and the American Jewish Conference, for their
consideration,

"The World Jewish Congress retaing its right to represent
all the communities ang organizations affiliated with it in its dealings
with all foreign governments ond inter-national agencies. In the case
of this country, it is recognized thet in any representations to the
merican Government or any of its departments and agencies within the
program of the Americen Jewish Conference, the American Jewish Conference
has a special position og regarding the Jewigh Community of the United
States of America. Revresentations to the American Government or its
departments or egencies shall be mede through the American Jewish Con-
ference unless after consultation it is regerded necessery by either
one of the two parties th:t separate representations be made,"

Public Reletions Activities
S====seslions Actlvities
As a public and democratically constituted body, the Interim Committee main-
tained close contact with its constituency throughout the year. Publication of

the Conference Record, which was issued as the journal of the proceedings during
the first session, was resumed in Jamuary on a monthly basis, and was widely dis--

tributed to the delegates, to community leaders, and to interested persons. A
Bulletin of activities of the Conference was issued weekly to the delegates begin-
ning in May, A "Statement on the Organization of the Conference" was published
shortly after the recess of the first session and was distributed wi@ely throughr

the covntry. The Proceedings of the First Session of the Conference, a 407-pag:

volume, was published in July,
o 3 -
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Finances
2t the first session, the Conference voted that its activities should be
financed by the commmities. The budget for 1944 was fixed at $148;500. Expendi-
tures for the year will be well under that sum. The Interim Committee designated
Sidney G. Kusworm of Dayton, Ohio; as Ghairman; and Max J. Schneider of New York as
Co-Chairman of the Finance Coumittee. A condensed summary of the finencial

onerations follows: (Insert)

Convening of the Second Session

At its meeting on May 12th, 1944, the Interim Committee voted to convene
the second session of the Conference on September 2; 1944; at Chicago. Subsequent-—
ly, the Office of Defense Trensportation requested 2 postpomament and in compliance
with this, the Interim Committee voted to convene the second session on December 5rd;
changing the location to Pittsburgh because facilities were unavailable on that

dete in Chicago.

Personnel
The Secretariat of the Conference; consisting of Maurice Bisgyer; Jane
Tvans, Lillie Shultz; and Meyer V. Wéisgal; continued to serve the Interim Com
mittee until December 1st, 1945; when staff appointments were made. The Secrctariab
wes invited to continue as members of the Interim Committee without vote. Memlefa
of the executive staff include I, L. Kenen, Meir Grossman; Dr. A.S, Kohanski; and
Mrs. Ann Jarcho. Mr. J.S. Pearlstien served cs Administrative Secretary from

December 1lst umtil June 15, 19244, when he resigned.

The Interim Committee records with deep regret the death of four of the
delegates to the American Jewish Conference: Edwin J, Schanfarber of Columbus
Ohio; M-s. Adolph Siefoty of Los Angeles; Celif,, Judge William M. Untermznn o
N6wnrk; N.J.; and Benjamin Winter of New York,

This report and those of the Commissions in the succeedings pages are
cenfirned Yo a review of past action. Recommendations to the second sesslion by

the Comissions and the Inberim Committee will be presented at a pleazry sessini,
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; LUDING ME! "~ CONGRESS, 69
aE PGLITICAL REMARﬁE»:E'T /E ZIONIST LEADERS SPEAKING AS |

ATIONS ATTBBKEY GENERAL GOLDSTEIN ”

{CAHSEEzggﬂgEEﬁmZETEE;TED BY WHAT THEY REGARD AS TH .
OYMENT OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST MOVEMENT AS A FOL[I}CAL

" INSTRUMENT © OF THE DEWOCRATIC PARTYs HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE |
" INDIGNANT ATTITUDE OF SUCH MEN DOES NOT AUGUR WELL FOR @ua
FUTURE ACTIVITY IN WASHINGTON REQUIRING CONGRESSIONAL |

| SUPPORTs | AM HASTENING TO RELAY Al ATTORNEY GENERAL eoLDéTEtms”

e e e n

REMARKS TO DOCTOR WiSE DOCTOR GOLDSTEIN IN AND YQURSELF WITH
{ KIND REGARDSY 1t %
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American Zionist 8mergéncy Council

342 MADISON AVENUE

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America - i

Mizrachi Organization of America abdiadilips L B
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America
Zionist Organization of America

November 2, 1944,

Dr. Abbs Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

A reply to the Westerman memorandum is at present
being multigraphed. We are having it done outside in more
attractive form than would be the case if it were
mimeographed in the office. We should be able to send it
off tomorrow or Monday.

Berkson and I had a full discussion with Voss about
the reaction of the Christian Council to the bulletin of
the Federal Council. Voss was dead against any bulletin
wvhich would give the impression of being directed specifically
at the bulletin of the Federal Council. He was of the opinion
that this would serve to establish in the minds of many people
who, on a cursory reading would not realize the implications
of the Federal Council bulletin, a feeling that a struggle
was going on between the Federal Council and the Christian
Council on Palestine. It could only do us harm. A compre-
hensive statement of our case, however, dealing at the same
time with the various topics raised in the Federal Council
bulletin and similar in length might, he thought, be very use-
ful. This, I believe, coincides in general with the action
proposed at the meeting of the Executive Committee, and
Dr. Berkson has undertaken to prepare & first draft for Voss
to work on.

Incidentally, Voss mentioned that he and Atkinson have
in mind the writing of a book to deal with the question of
Palestine from the point of view of a Christian. He had seen
Harlow's manuseript, which he considers altogether inadequate -
as I am afraid it unquestionably is. He says that he has
collected a good deal of material and, of course, we are ready
to help him in every way possible.

Yours sincerely,

r

2798
ALLB Arthur Lourie



Noveamber 2, 1944

The Hon. Henry Horgenthau, Jr.
Secretary of the Treasury
Washington, D.C.

My dear Hr. Morgenthau:

: I am deeply grateful to you for your kind letter of
Octover 31. I knew that I could turn to you as to a wise and
understanding friend.

K
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Yesterday, I received a letter from Dr. Chaim Weizmanmn.
In it he requests me to show you some extracis from his letter
which I am very happy to do. 3
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PG Tt R A b
PSRN S A HEN A

In another letter from Dr. Weizmann, dated October 18, 45
which also reached me yesterday, he refers to "a statement on the :
policy which we would like to see implemented afier this war.®

which he "ransmitted yestordny (October 17} officlelly to H.H.
Governuent," In this levter Dr. Jeiznunn wrifes: "I don't know

whether you are keeping in touch w=ith Ur. Morgenthsu, tc whom I

am also sending a copy of the enclosed document., A4As you know, he

is very helpful indeed, and I feel it should be made clear to hiam

that the President and the Prime Hinister can implement the statement,
but that it will re uire an effort; and may lead to some initial

trouble. DBut then that is almost inevitable, shatever ccurse is

taken." .

I do not know whether you have alrezady received the document.
If not, I shall be very happy to send you a copy of the one which
1 received.

With all good wishes and hoping that «fter the electionms
I may have the pleasure of a quiet talk with you touching the
subject raised by Dr. Welzmann's letter, and the statement of
policy which he submitted, 1 remain

Host cordially yours,

AHS:BK
Enc.



Dr. Nahum Goldmann

American Zionist Zmerzency Council
41 EFast 42nd St,

New York, N.Y.

iy dear Dr, Goldmanns

I received todey the memorandum of the conversstions which
you had with Judge Samuel Rosenmsn on November & and with Congressman
Bloom on Octover 29, You will recall that we formally a;reed that
you wers not to make any contacts in Washington without first
apprising me of them., You have evidently forgotten this arrangement,
You will recall that I had visited Judge Rogenman and also Congreasman
Bloom and that I was to contect Judge Rosenmsn azein as well as
Congressman Bloom, In fact I have been corresponding with Congressman
Bloom about Ibn Sa'ud, I had been waiting to receive the revised
draft of our Economic Memorundum before submitting it to Judge
Rosenman, Your calling upon both zentlemen, and covering the same
ground, simply creates an impossible situation, Hhether it is
advisable or not to send friends to see the President is certainly
a matter which you should not have raised with Judge Rosenman without
consulting me; nor for that matter, some other things,

I am afraid, my dear Dr, Goldmann, that I shall have to bring
the entirs matter up hefore a teeting of the Emergency Council, I
had hoped to avoid the unpleasantness which it would cause. But
clearly there cannot be two independent political bureaus working
Por Palestine in the United Stutes, and I do not intend that yom
shiould unilaterally define the scope and authority of ycur functioning.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr, VWeisgzl and to
we had reached & working arrangement.

Very sincerely yours,

AHSeBK
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8th November, 1944,

' Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
¢/o Jewish Agency for Palestine (Washington Office),
1720 Sixteenth Street W,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

d My dear Silver,

| b5 I sent you a,letter yesterday through the Embassy, with an
account of my interview with, the Prime H&mister. You will no doubt
receive it in due course = but I am.encloaing 8 eopy herewith which
may possibly reach you sooner, i '»

L Since dictating that latter, we have received the terrible
news of the assassimation. of Lord lMoyne. There is very little doubt
in my mind at present that this foul murder was committed by the same
gang responsible for the outbreaks of terrorist acts in the last year

| ‘or so. I need scarcely tell you what a most dreadful blow it is. I%
is just ecatastrophic. I can only hope that the efforts which the
Yishuv is making %o stamp out this gang will prove successful, though

R I know all the difficulties and dangers which they themselves are facing
- and am glad that I shall very soon be sharing them. I hope you will
do all you can to lend your moral support, and that of the American
Jewish Community, in this struggle against our internal enemies. >;

There is little to add to what I said in my earlier letter,
except to emphasise once again that unless we do our utmost to put an
end to this criminal pangsterism (I lkmow that success may'not/glways

depend







STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

7th November, 1944.

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,

Jewish Agency for Palestine (Washington Office),
1720 Sixteenth Street WW,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

My dear Friend,

"_dn ~As. you n{ know, I shall be; leaving ina very few days for
Pnlutine. Before leaving, I have been trying my best to ascertain
‘.. 8something of our position. This had become all thp more nece
; u all sorts of rumours. &5{ eirou igg pg.rtieui 1y fr?_,y}o quar-
... %ers, whieh seem to have all %u. L%: ledges . herefaore
_asked the seoretariat. ak 10 Do 8 Wr there was any pos-
sibility of my seeing the Prime Mini ator berora left, 1fp my great
satisfaction I received, already from Moscow, an i tien that the
. Prime Minister mnld...h&, happy to see me on his. ratum %0 London. ;r,f_l'ho
mﬂ% book, plage yesterday ,q.:h nago ' X
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I 1) ;4 s-Theve is ne definite decision ae yob, and nothing will be

o

admid!d»m.il the war with Cormany is over. So that all the ru-
mours you hear about it are without the slightest foundation. I

ool Dbelieve we still have about six monthe in front of us.

2) The Prime Minister emphasised very s‘t’r‘éﬁ'glsr' tﬁaﬁ'héricd”‘{\ight
| b0 take = hand in the solution of %he problam: ik would make onfy-
thing much sasier. He rep-afedly said that here e, haye & grea’

opponents J;n our policy, particularly Among, tha fo!ii,u , ,,'bﬁo,
g:l, tary people 6 he had ymeéxﬁs %o £ , lon? ,
- e added mﬁ ﬂo , opposition usua ’ ned hi
¥ 2 poiwbcl ©ub, %o him that thosd who Qﬁlu u@sr,a .’th. T, otémnts
o Bmhma;vaxqoppqudhmm and he B
~ that n Mmy good ﬂl‘l&lx{& in_the
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine

New York Office: SUITE 708, 41 EAST 42ND ST., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. » MUrray Hill 2-5967

AUS Fil

Washington Office

1720 SIXTEENTH ST., N, W. November 9, 1943
)

MiIchigan 4480

Pr, Abbe Hillel S5ilver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

I have your letter of November 5th, To tegin with, I should
like to put you straight cn the facts,

I met with Judge Rosenman last week for the purpose of se-
curing his help in connection with my priority for Palestine, He
had offered such help some time ago, When we met, however, he was
anxlous to discuss some of our problems, which we did, I do not
see what possible harm was done by discussing them nor how I could
avold such dlscussion, once the issue was ralsed by him, If I had
thought that thls was "unileteral" activity, I would not report
thereon nor would I send you a minute of the conversation. Such
mutual information, I think, ought to be considered quite useful.

As for Congressman Bloom, I told you that he had asked me
to give him a draft of g memorandum which he deslred to submlt, in
his own name, to the son of Ibn Saud., You will recall that I had
discussed this with you and you had agreed that it would be useful,
Ibn Sgud's son was in Washington last week and 1s about tc leave
for London, It was therefore deemed urgent that the draft be given
to Mr, Bloom, The memorandum itself was prepared by Mr, Lourle and
corrected by you,

So much for the facts.

Since you have raised the question, I think 1t would be
useful to have some clarity on the subject, You seem to be under
the impression that every conversation in Washington ccnstitutes a
etate affair, I think that everyone of vs, having developed friend-
ghips and acquaintances in Washington, should endeavor, as often as
they can get access, to meet with these people even if Zioniem is not
always the subject of discussion, The fauvlt, I am afraid, 1s not
that these people are seen toc often, but toco little, Their memories
are not very enduring, It is quite another matter when these pecple
are met officially for some specific purpose resulting from previous
discussion and decision of cur committee when it 1s definitely de-
termined who should be seen and by whom., In the latter category, I
am afraid, that your visit to Lord Halifax ig a case in point, Such
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an aucience certainly should have been discussed in zdvance and
determined upon, I am not questioning the wisdom of seeing him
alone although I venture to say that you should have given con-
sideration to the continuity of our assoclation with him both on
the part of Dr. Wise and myself. But certainly, whatever the de=
ciséon, 1t should have been tsken in azdvance and in consultation
with us,

There 1s another difficulty which is inhersnt in the long
intervales between your vislit to New York and Washington, It is a
very serious problem and the sooner you will face iy, the better
it will be for all of us and the less friction there 1s likely to
be. It 1s not a question of "jurisdiction”" or in keeping with
arrangements, For my part, I am scrupulousgly trying to avoid any-
thing that might give the impression of "independent" action,
Everything I do or say is part of the record before and after the
event, With the best of good will, it is not possible everytime
a situetion arises to phone to Cleveland to astertaln your views

- on the subject,

I do not want to preclong this letter unnecessarily. But
if we had adhered to the arrangements of meeting at least conce
every two weeks (and that is very little) to outline a program of
action such a situation wculd not arise, Even then it may be ne~
cegssary for you or Dr. Wise cr myself to cepart occasibnally from
the course of action decided upon if the exigencies of the moment
require it, There must be sufficient mutusl confidence to realize
that none of us is "running" tc see people just for the pleasure of
seeing them,

I have no obJection to your bringing up the matter before
the Executive Committee although I fzil to see what useful purpose
it will serve, We have problems far mcre serious than thls seeming

, "Jurisdictional dispute." I cguggest, that as arranged, you, Wise,
Lipseky, Montor, Welsgel and I meet next Monday morning to thrash
this tusiness out. If we cannot find a modus satisfactory toc all,
of course, there is no other alternative then submitting the whole
question to the Executive Committee, I personally would regard it
very regrettable,

i am sending a copy of this letter to Messre, Montor and
Welsgal,

With kind regards, i Sy
ncerely| yours,

S A ) AN
Nahum Goldmann ).
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61 East 95+*h Street
Hew York,28,llew York
Hovember 9,1944,

a’m %

itr, Harry Le Shapiro

smerican Zionis* Emergency Council
342 ladison Avenus

Hew York 17,H.Y.

Dear lir, Shapiro: &
Ira Hirschman's Reactions - - "

“he following obwervations were conveyed to me +Omight by a very ~
brilliafit and capable young journalist who i8 also a very em*husiastid Zionist
(Labori+e) and who, quife asciden*ally, spent several days at a resort where
Tra Hirschman happemned =0 s*ay. k4 ,!

© _ ~ Obviously, *he impress’ons reproduced below are Farhe® ake*ehy.
A sys*emat*ie quas*foner, no doub*; wauld have been ‘n"a posifion *o0 el¥eit
somewhat more de*alled and defin? +o pon*s, Hovevar, “+he party who 'listened
+0 H'rschman who seemed *o0 be very "steamed up" abou* *hings Near Eas*ern is
no skilled poli+ical in*erviewsyr, i i

-

Under *he cireums*ances, T wish +0 convey +he following *+o0 you which
mey be of signif cance in any con*asts whieh you @ay have with Hirschman if +hHe
near furure, I migh* add +hat +he youang journalist who eonveyed *hese points 40
mé §s in +he employ of a national Jewish organization, It goes withou* saying
+hst T camnot assume any respomaibility for the ascurasy of +his information,

Hirgchman's Feelings and Experiences:
1) With +he British L(2)

i © Hirschman allegedly stated that there &re unguest ionabl,y many persons
in the British services im +he Heér end liiddle Fast who have a sinoere intention
of aiding *he Jawas; bu* thelw sentiments and aotionsy he is alleged fo have claimed
are being more +*han nullified by +he camarilla of determined Jew—baiters and anti=
Zionists who arc hell=bent_on undoing Tsrael. - -

e v In suppor+ of *his conten*ion, Hirschman oifed an incident involving
+he British Embassy in Ankara, The case involved the fate of *hiPee-hundred Jews
{n Roumsnia who eould have Been resdued by rendering evailable +he eorresponding
number of Pales*ine Tmmigwa*ion Cer+:®ficates, The British Ambassador if Turkey
denied having such certificates and professed ignorance as *o who migh*t have such
cer+ificatés, &. This led H'radhmann to proceed *o Jerusalem and faks & personal
Pepresién*e*fon *0 *he Governmmen* of Pales*’'nme, Thare, he was %Told tha* +hese cer-
+'ficates wére fio lonjger *here and had been d'spatdhed as cus*omdry *o British
agencies en*rusted wi*h *he'r ‘ssuance *o applicants for Tmiigratiod ¥isas, Hirsch=
mann r *urned +0 Arnkara and finally was "+ipped "off"™ about *he identi*y of *+he
Embassy officisl *here in whise hands these cartificates allagedly were, That man,
in *uri, allegedly was of anti-Jewish inslinations, ie admit+ted holding +hose cexw=
+ifijcatos which were stacked eway in a mak désk drawer, Hirschmann, subseguently,
went +0 see +he DBritish Ambassador who insisted that +he thing was bo*h insSredible
and” impossible and phoned for +he afore-mentioned official, The latter, after somd
ini+ial and unsuccessful hedging finally admitted holding these cer+ificates! Ih *he
courgse Of Hirschmenn's represcan*ations, and investigations leadify *+0 +he "location"
of +he Palestine immigration certificates, a period of aspproximately three months
elapsed, the wost turbulent period of Uerman and Antonescu terror in .oumonia and
what i+ implied for Koumsnian Jewrye e -

= In Cairo, lir, Hirschmgnn, contrary +o adwice extepded by the U.S., Am—
bassador +here, bu* in implementation of instructions from Washington, Hiwse=menn

\
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edlled upon Lord ioyne, +he late British Cabinet Hinister Lesideat in “mé'ﬂear Basgt,
A+ this occasion, Hirschmenn had a rather bitter falling ou" with +hs latter. My ine
formant~did no* gather from Hirschmenfi's remarks What *he case involved was. However,
though +his poin* was no* préssed by *he informent, Hirschmenn allegedly stated *hat .
he regfirded Moyne as“one of +he most dafigerous enemiaﬁ +he Jéfts had and"as”a diplomat
infinitoly superior +o any U.8. diplomst*ic representative s&htioned in +ha* region,

(Unless T am mistaken, *he U,S. envoy *+o Egyp* is Kirk, formerly with +he
American-Fmbassy in Vichy. Kirk is rogarded as a ra*her medioore peu.'son.) }

2) Viith *+he Russians “ - & N

Aecording *o my ‘nforman*, H'rschmawn made i+ his bisiness +o lis¥fen *o +he |
Fussiefs, Vith respec* *o Tale8*'ne and Z7on‘sm, according ¥o my informan¥, Hirebhe
. mon” gathered frofi h'e conversa* 'ons w'*h *hé Kussians *ha¥® +hey régerdéd +he Hear
Eas* as *heiF future sphere of influsnce, I¥ would be in +thé'r interes* +o maintain ‘f\
+the lieay Fas* Tn a S*tate of depéndemoy maintained by a pdoli¥ical strusture of friende
1y disposed satellites akin +0 +he Sovie*s' relations with the new Czechoslovakia, A
Jewigh state would no* f£it in*o this schems and would be no*hing bu® an irritant,

3) Wi*h +he State Department in W aghington

. Upoz his return, Hirschmann wes asked *0 couvey his impressions *o +the Near
_ Eagtern section's persomnel which he did in the course of a two-hour-tall,

i Hirschuann said tha*, in his opinion, the paramount @ty Taeing us is *o do
i a 2odd " job of convincing S*ate Depértmefit and other key govermment elements of +he
 idemtity of imerican and Jewish interest in *he Wear East. :

4) Zionis* Politiocal Prospects " P

As *he resul* of his mission +0 Ankaffa, Hirschmann is convinced +that +he .
Coloniel Office influSned is stfll suﬁ'io{en*ly formidable +o0 accomplish a maine
tenznoe of *he presen* s*atus quo and *ha* only U,8. pressure upon *he Dri+ish Gan
achfove a change of poliey. This, in turn, He regards ad being largely deopendent
on gkillful personal 11 afson with appropriate governmen#* pergoniel and agencies xzim
which is fairly {mmund *o publiec pressure, &0, and 18 unlikely *0 become rdsponsive
+0 +radi+iomal "Son's* pleas, remns*rancos, &e, O6f *he *radi*ional character,

s &
o - e es ke b - P

“Naturally, "7 asked nany quos¥ions as " +he resul* of *hese wevela*tjons, How -
evéFy 1+ +wrned ot *ha* my ‘nformant Was nd* of a ealibre *o haVe gone further in
get+ing e more deta’led and rounded-ou* p ‘eture than Yhe fraguments rela*ed aboves

Hirsehman in*ends +0 write a book on +he things he hesrd and saw, The problém
will bé %0 get a Gleasrance for it from +he Sta*te Department, iis scems +0 be op*timiste
ie in +his respeot,

~ - e on

©  Hirechmann, according +o0 my friond, has iumensely impressed and moved by
Palestine Jewzy and sSems *+0 have become a convinced Zionist, with all *he Failings
of & newly won convert, However, hé i3 severadly oritical of and aomewhat afitagonistie
0 +he regular Zionists. I assume that +his is due *0 his original associstion wi+h
+ha Bergson crowd.

- ki - or e % - & & & -

Hay T ré-iterate, in conclusion, +hat T submi* all *his wi*h rescrvations,
ag prevwously srateds
Cordially yours gt L J
CC: Rabbi A H, 8 1ver§clm1and 0., v

1#r, Eman sumann P
uel 1 » New York,ﬁ,‘g', Frenz J, Ea*gs



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL ° 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. = WASHINGTON 9, D. C.

,. MEMORANDUM

FROM Mr, Leo R, Sack DATE: November 9, 1944
TO: Dr, Abba Hillel Silver

SUBJECT:

Attached herewith is a list of the members of the Foreign
Relations Committee of the Senate, Of the above list, Senators
Robert R. Reynolds of North Carolina, Guy M, Gillette of Iowa,
Bennett Champ Clark of Missouri, Democrats; Gerald P, Nye of North
Dakota, James J, Davis of Pennsylvania will not be members of the
next Congress,

Attached herewith is the membership of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, Of the above members, Representatives Howard
Je. McMurray of Wisconsin, J. William Fulbright of Arkansas,; and
James A, Wright of Pennsylvania, Democrats; Foster Stearns of New
Hampshire, Andrew C. Schiffler of West Virginia, Republicans, will
not be members of the next Congress.

Mr. Fulbright, as you recall, has been elected to the
Senate,

It is tragic but true that Representatives Wright of Penne

sylvania, and Compton of Comnecticut, the sponsors of our Resolution
in the House, have been defeated,

LRS:sbr




November 10, 1944

ik
299 Riverside Drive :
New York, K.Y.

Hy dear Mr. Louries . » _‘ \ ‘

In getting up the letter zhich is to be sent to Judge Hothenberg
and Judge Rosenblatt by Dr. Wise end myself, the following items may
be of help to you. The Better should cover the high points and should
be about two pages long.

We understand that a joint meeting of the commitiees of the
Keren Hayesod and the K-ren Kayemeth is scheduled this week to act on
the budget of the Emergency Council. #e regret that we cannot attend in
person to present our budget snd to explaim ft. The budget was submitted
by the chairman of {he Budget Vommittes of tue Zmergency Council, Er.
Charles Rosenbloom, at i%s meeting m Septewber 24, and was unanimously
approved, The budzet Tolloms closely the agiual expenditures of the
Emergency Council flor the last fiscal year wmd mskes mo provisions for
unforseen contingencles shich might arise and wiich grobably will arise.
It is a minimum budget for tue Job which should be done during the coming
year, which will be the decisive year for our movement. The following
facts relative to our political activities for the coming yesr should be
borne in mind., : :

1) The ¥hite Paper is still in force. Ho nes decision on Palestine
has been announced. The latest information from the State Department is
that no decision has as yet been reached. Averytning is still in a state
of flux and anything might hapgen to ocur movement betwsen now and the
time when the final decision will be annocunced. Nr. Bernard Joseph at
the meeting, last night, pleaded with us in the name of the Palestine
Executive, to continue intensively our fight against the ¥hite Paper.

2) PFavorable action on the Palestine Resolutions in Congress has not
yet been taken! If we get the green light soon from the State Departuent,
it will reuire intensive activity on the part of the Emergency Council
during the months of November and December to put the resclutions across.
If we do not proceed now, and we decide to re~introduce the resolutions in the
KNew Congress, it will necessitate a renewed intensified activity early next
year. It would be a serious political defeat for us if after all the focusing
of public opinion on these resolutions both here amd sbroad s Congress fails
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to take action on then.

3) Organized opsosition to our movement is growing in the United
States in spite of the extraordinary success which we have had in
political eircles. Arab propaganda is becoming inereasingly active in
our country. An Arab drive against Zionism will be launched on '
November 25 at the conference which is to be held in New York to which
Arabs of the United States and of Canada have been invited. 4n irsb
Information Buresu is being set up. Hitti, Malouf, Rihbany and al-fahtib
are members of an Actions Committee which is aided by certain individuals
attached to the Arab States! Hinistries and Delegations in Hashington, \
and is becoming extremely active, working indirectly through numerous
American groups and institutions not friendly to us.

4) The British sre carrying on a very active and skillful propaganda
against us im the United States. Unfavorable articles such as those wiich:
appeared recently in the Readers' "Literary Digest", "Pertinax" in the i
New York Times, articles in the Christisn Science Monitor, radis broad-
casts from Cairo, etc. etc., when traced down, sll sesem to have but one
one origin. : '

§) 4 very disconcerting factor in the situation is the incrsasingly
negative and even hostils attitude of powerful Protestent Christian
Church circles to our movesment. The liaders behind this opposition are
graduates of the Beirut Unlversity which is , of most of
the bitler anti-Zionisa in tie Middle East. Ths recent Bulletin
published - by the Départusnt of Research snd Education, of the Pederal
Council of Churches of Carlst in America, sest to tens of thousands of
Christian ~c¢lergymen in the Unlted States, is distinetly harmful to
our cause and would have been altogether vietous had we not had confer-
ences with the representatives of the Federal Council prior to the
publicatfon of this Bulletin. As you kmow, the "Christian Century® has
been sniping s«t us quite regularly. The mly way to counter this
propagapda is to intensify our activities through owr Coumittee on
Christi a Clergyuwen and the Americsn Palestine Committee: We have only
ted the surface here. We have concentrated, during the year,

s9litical eircles because this was an elsction year and it offered
us & rare opportunity. But the election is over! I we are to win
ovef and hold American public opinion during the coming critical months,
we/must do far more than we have done, and that iumedistely, among
cjiurch groups, rge organized Christian bodies, eollege und educational
1!‘31“, 95%3. ete,

’ The kwo meetings held under the ausplces of the Americ:n Palestine

/' Committeg and the Committee on Christian Clergymen in Philadelphla and

in Washington during the past year did more for our movement than a dozen
Zionist meetings under Jewish auspices. During the coming yeer we should
hold eight or ten such regional meetings. Four hive alrsady been
scheduled. Bach one of these meetings, by the way, cost about $10,000.
.;',/6) Another ares which must be more intensively cultivated is the
7o '

4 =H)
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field of Americ.n magazines and periodicals whore unfortun tely we

have made very little hezadway in all these years. Hardly a pro-

Zionist article ever makes its appearance in an important magazine of the
type of the Atlantic Monthly. Hostile articles do, however, appsar quite
frequently. Neither in the popular magazines nor in the "intellectual®
magagines have we had our case presented properly. ;

7) We have built up, during the past year, a series of importent
departuents shich are just getting into their stride. curta flment
in the budget will mean the dismissal of some of most valuable
personnel and the erippling of t8sd activities. Wirefer to such
indispensable departments as cur Research Departaent, headed by Dr,
Berkson, which is rendering invaluable service by way of presentation
of the numsrous vital memoranda wailch we are 8alled upon to submit to
govermment and other circles comstantly and which provide all of our
departments with the factual und scientific data upon which to build
~ our educational campaign and to fight our gposition.

The scope of our Publications Department should be sxpanded. We
have published during the year numercus tracts, pamphlets and brogchures
as well as the highly important volume "Palestine and the United Statas y 2
Frankenstein's "Justice To My People” (to bs issued in the next week A
or two) and the monthly magazine, "Palestine." We have subsidized s number
of other Zionist books such as Lowdermilk's "The Lead of Promise," (expand)

8) This is not the year in shich te farce & curtallment of our
political activities by a rsduction in the budgets ¥e do not know of a
single important Zionist body or Jewish organizatlon generally that is
curtailing its sctivities or its budget. Certainly our politiecal work
which should be geared to its maximun power and sffectiveness during
the twelve months ahead should not be harmfully dismantled by false
economy. In passing, it might be mentioned that the Dergson group, by
its own udmission, collscted and spent during the past two years, nearly
8 milllon dollurs -— & sum far larger ihean was spent by the Zmergency
Council representing all the political activities of all the organized
Zionligt bodles in Americs during the past two years.

/ 8) It should also be borne in mind that the income of the Xeren
Hayesod and the Keren Kayemeth for this year is f{ar in excess of its
income during the past year, The budget which the Energency Couneil
submits is the same as last year, thus calling for a sharply reduced
percentage allocution from the funds.

10) We should also request the acceptance of the budget far the
entire year. The Imeriency Council cumnot operate on a partial budget
from hand to mouth as it were. It must plan its activities far ahead. The
principal men on our persennel csn not be employed on a month to month
basis. They have their own careers to think about. We are operating on
an economical basis with & full realization of our responsibilities towards
the expenditure of public funds — funds, which by the way we all have
& hand in raising. ’
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ef Hovember 9. 1 shoul you strauzht on a few facts.

If you will consult your celendar, you will find that
meetings of tine “uery ney GOQA’ t-e have been neld regularly as azreed
upon, every first aznd third day. The only devistion from the
practise was londsy, November l? #iien no meeting wes 2ld hecause
a special m=zeting of the Emer ency Committee w s held five days _rior
to that time, on wednesday, uctober 27, at which time we discussed
the action of the American Jewish Coumitiee.

Furthermors, I should liks to remind you that while it is
not »ossible ev.r. time & situstion arises, to phone Cleveland to
ascertein my views, you haven't boen nrticularly burdened with such long
distsnce convers:.tions to my best knowledge. Nor is it necessury.
You can alweys contuct wr. ﬁontor who is in d-ily communication *‘tﬁ e,
and sometimes two and three times & day. All that I want is that we huve
a central cleuring house for cont aLts wnich nembers of our umerbency
Council maxe with public officials in sashington so that wze know
beforehand who goes to see whom, and “hy.

&3 tc the matter of my visit to Lord hulifax, over wnich
] -

you seem 1o be exorcised, and exorcising others, 1 will have occasion
to speak of it when we meet next | Cﬂduf-

Very cordislly vours,

ARS:BX
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WALTER F. GEORGE, GA., CHAIRMAN

DAVID I, WALSH, MASS.

ROBERT M. LAFOLLETTE, JR., WIS,

ALBEN W.'BARKLEY, KY. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH.
TOM CONNALLY, TEX. JAMES J. DAVIS, PA.
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N. C. HENRY CAROT LODGE, JR., MASS.
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PETER G. GERRY, R. I.
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA.

JOHN THOMAS, IDAHO
HUGH A. BUTLER, NEBR.

EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COLO. COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
GEORGE L. RADCLIFFE, MD.

SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL.

CHRISTIE B. KENNEDY, CLERK November 1l - 1944.

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Silver:

Now that the election is over, I wish to
thank you again for your very kind assistance, particularly
in the speech which you made to the Zionist meeting in
Cleveland and the quotation which was used in Jewish
newspapers throughout the state. I have no doubt that it
had a substantial effect, and this was a year in which I
needed all possible assistance.

I have had to delay my return to Washington
until Thursday, but I hope we can proceed with the
Palestine Resolution immediately.

Please call me if you hear anything which I
should know about.

With kindest regards, I am

Sig_ rely yours,

(e & Hgm

RT:CJ Robert A. Taft.



Rovember 12, 1946

Dr. P.lixl. Levy
Emanuel Congregation
710 Buckingham Place
Chicago 13, Illinois

" My dear Felixs

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of my
presidential message which I delivered at the Convention
of the Zionist Orgenization of America in Atlantic City.

today ¢

identified with the cause of Zionism, The (ollege needs at
its head a person who is far less controversial and who,
while friendly to our cause, is not as prominently and
officially identified with the movement as I am,

The Zionist movement is reaching its critical stage.

Historic decisions will soon have %o be made. I should like
to give to the movement whatever time and strength I have,

It would not be fair to the College — even if it were agree-
eble to the Board and to the Alumni — for anyone to take over
that important post and not give to it complete and undivided

application,

To my best knowledge you are still g member of the Committee
on Relief and Subvention,

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ARS3;GR
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PRESS RELEASE
°
AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE  ,Doiont CPCOE:
1720—16th Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C. * MI 4480 Wew York, Ne Yo MUrray Hill 95-4917

FOR IMIEDIATE RELEASE

CHRISTIAN LEADERS TO MEET IN CHICAGO FOR CONFERENCE ON PALESTINE

A Regional Conference on Palestine, at which non-Jewish leaders of public
opinion will discuss the Palestine question and formulate a program to aid the
development of the Jewish National Home, will be held on Tuecsday, November 21, at
the Stevens Hotel in Chicago. This Qas announced today by Dr. Howard M. LeSourd,
director of the Americcn Palestine Committee. .

The Conference is being sponsored by the Christian Council on Palestinc and
the American Palestine Committee, in cooperation with the American Federation of
Labor, the Congress of Industrial Organizations, the Free World Association, the
Unitarian Fellowship for Social Justice and the United Christian Council for
Democracy.

Speakers at the Conferencels two sessioﬁs will include Dr. Carl J. Friecdrich,
Harvard University; Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Congregation Anshe Emet, Chicago; Dr.
LeSourd; Dr. A. William Loos, Chicago Church Federation; Dr. Francis E. McMehon,
University of Chicago; Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Theologicel Seminary; Col. Albert
A, Bprague, Chicago business and civic leader; Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, Executive
Secretary, Christian Council on Palestine, and William B, Ziff, author and publisher.

The American Palestine Comnittee, which is headed by Senator Robert F.
Wagner of New York, is the vehicle for the expression of the sympathy and good will
of Christian America for the movement to re-establish the Jewish National Home in
Palestine. 260 Members of Congress, 26 Governors, as well as outstanding leaders .
in the fields of ecducation, journalism, radio, industry, commerce and labor, are
inclnded among the Committee's more than 4,000 members.

The Christian Council on Palestine is headed by Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, and
represents 2,000 Christisn ministers and religious educators.

#121 - 11/13/44 == B0mme



Dr. 3Btephen 8, Wise
40 West 68th Strest
New York, K.Y,

¥y dear Dr. Wises

After you have read Dr. Weismann's letter and thought through
his recommendations, you may wish to call me up or give me your
reagtions in writing. There is & meeting of our Committee in Hew
York next Tuesday. We might wish to discuss the contents of these
latters before the afternoon meeting of the Executive.

Have you any suggestions as to the best methods of reaching
Hr. Baruch? I think an interview with him is imperative, and long
over-due. #ho are the best people to sit down with him and talk
over the whole subjeet? I have never met Mr. Baruch, and I should
be very happy to join one or two or three people to discuss the
subject with him. Is Horgenthsu the man to make the contact for
us? Or Frankfurter? Welszmann has written about Baruch before,
and Churchill's concern with Daruch's opinion on the subject of
Zionism.

Bith reference to our Congressional Hesolutions -~ if the
objection is only pressure of time, then we ought to do our utmost
to overcome that objection. Hearings on our resolutions in the House
have alre:dy beem held. It 1is only a guestion of getting the
Foreign Affairs Committee to approve of it. Sabeth will see it
through quickly through his Rules Committee, and the matter can be
disposed of in record time. I do not believe that the Senate
Foreign felations Committee will want to hold any hesrings. Actiom
there would be very quick if clearance is given by the State
Department, that is to say, by the President.

#e have nothing to worry about the attitude of Congress.
It will pass the resolutions overwhelmingly. To re-introduce the
bill in the next Congress will reguire again tremendous work, new
hearings, ete. ete. For Congress to adjourn without action on our
resolutions would be a politiczl defeat for us, and would be picked
up by both Arabs and our Jewish foes, and made much capital of.

With all good wishes, I remain
Cordially yours,

froi'= 2




CHAIRMAN
DR. STEPHEN S. WISE

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Of fice of Dr. Viise
40 West“68th Strest
New York 23, N.Y. November 15, 1944
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street and Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Dr. Silver:

Through an inadvertence thess papers were buried at
the bottom of a bag which I did not empty until last
night upon my return from Washington.

Let me tell you briefly about Washington. I got this
tele gram Monday evening from Bloom. I did not re-
ply to it because I knew I could see him the follow-
ing day in Washington. I did see him yesterday, and
he is verymuch chagrined over Celler's outburst, af-
ter having acceded to request not to touch the
thing until we had the assent of the State Department.
He telephoned in my presence to Stettinius, who said
he had not yet had a chance to see the President, but
he hoped to in the next day or two.

ind now I go back to these letters of Dr. Freehof and
the enclosures. There is nothing I wish to say about
ite I am ready to face trial, if there is to be a
trial. I do not find it my duty to retract anything
of what I saide I considered, &as I believe you do,

the conduct of Finesghriber and Wolsey to be treason-
able to every high Jewish interest, and therefore I
consider both men utterly unworthy to occupy the places

of their g prede gsSsors, i.noluding most especially
Hirschi b‘ EE o

With cordial greetings,

sswi:sh

enclosurés (SEE NEXT PAGE)




CHAIRMAN
DR. STEPHEN S. WISE
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Abba Hillel Silver November 15,1944

Clevelend, Ohio
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P.S. Stettinius telephoned just before night,
seying "I have seen the President, amnd I

went you to know at once what his opinion ise.

He urges that nothing be done ebout the Bill,

and that the matter be left in his hands & 1it-

tle longer. He implied, without directly saying,

that he would soon see the heads of other govern-

ments."

I rather think, though he did not say so,
that Stettinius will arrange that we meet with
S. before the President leaves for Burope, but
it is not certain.




November 20, 1944

The Hon. Robert A. Taft
United States Senstor
Washington, D.C.

My dear Senator Taft:

“r. Leo Sack reported to me the conversation which he had with
you. I was very happy to learn that you will appear before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee to urge the passage of the
Palestine Resolution. I unierstand that you were to appear this
Jednesday, but that the meeting has been postponed to the Fednesdey
of the following week. 3Senator Wagner will then be back in Washington
and will attend the meeting.

In view of all that has ha_pened during the past few months —-
Secretary Stimson's  letter to you, the Inclusion of Palestine planks
in both of the Party Platforms, and the declaration of President
Roosevelt on October 15 favoring the Jewish Coummonwealth and promising
"to help to bring about its realization" — there should be no difficulty
in getting favorable action fram the Foreign Relations Coumittee.

I received, a fow days ago, & letter from Dr. deismann, in which
he reported on a two-hour interview which he had with Prime dinister
Churchill at Chequers on November 6. In this interview ths Prime
iiinister "emphasised very strongly that Awerica ought to take a hand
in the solution of the problem: it would make everything much easier.
He repeatedly said that hre we have a great many opsonents to our
policy, particularly among the Tories and the military people, so
that he sometimes had to fight a lone battle. But he added that such
opposition usually only hardened his heart.® Prime Zinister Churchill
would welcome an expression from the Congress of the United States.

It =ould sirengthen his hands.

I am enclosing herewith the official Hemorandum on Palestine
Policy recently submitted by the Jewish Agency of Palestine to His
Majesty's Government., It is a2 concise and excellent stutement of
the official position of our movement, and you may wiSh to have it as
background for your presentation at the meeting next iWednesday.

Our people have been anxious to have the word "ultimately"
eliminated from the Resclution: "and that there shall be full
opportunity for colonization soc that the Jewish people may ultimately
reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish commonwsalth.”
They feel that the word suggests indefinite postponement. In neither
of the planks, mor in the President's or Governor Dewey's declarations



Senator Taft e November 20, 1944

was the term used. To avold misinterpretation, it muy be desirable
to have the word "ultimately" dropped.

It would be highly desirable to avert a public hearing on the
Resolutions in the Senate. The House held extensive hearings which
recelved widespread publieity. Evary phase of the subject was covered
and the proceedings have bheen printed. It would not be helpful to
start another public discussion at this time.

¥ith all good wishes, and trusting that you are well,
I remain

Host cordiaily yours,

AHS:BK



THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

342 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N.Y.

November 21, 1944.

Dr. Stephen S. Wise
Dr. Abba H. Silver
Co-Chairmen, American Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avenue
New York, N. Y.
Dear Dr. Wise and Dr. Silvers

Enclosed is a copy of the Resolution unanimously
adopted by the Zionist Executive in Jerusalem, with myself
abstaining from voting. It refers +to the agreement between
the Americean Zionist Emergency Council and the Jewish Agency
office.

With kind regerds,

Sincerely yours,

Nahum Golg@mann
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November 21, 1944

The Prasidamt
The White Mouse

#ashington, 0. C.
Dear ¥r. Fresidemt:

At the reguest of Dr. 'd’-nl as President of the Jewish igency for
Palestine, we have the honor to transnit to you herewith a Memorandum recently
submitted by him to the British Governnent, which deals in succinet fom with
the gquestion of the future of the Jewish Hational Home in Palestine. Ve real-
ize how deeply ocoupied you are with other matters, but nevertheless dare to
hope that, recoganizing the importanee also of this issue, you will find time
to zive it your consideration. ¥We are informed that the Memorandums has been
placed bvefore kr. Churchill and has been discussed with him by Dr. Weiszmann.

Bmm to add a brief comment on one particular aspect not dealt
with in the demorandum. It is our conviction that the Sritish authorities are
not sufficiently aware of the strength and scope of American swpport for the
Zionist program. ‘

The Jews of this comtry have, of Tourse, in particular through the
American Jewish Conference, put themselves clearly on record as onnhnhugly
favorable to the establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish
Commonwealth. The Conference represents sixty-three national Jewish organiza-
tions and every important Jewish commmity in the comtry; it speaks for some
two or three million American citizems of Jewish faith. The .American veople as
2 whole have likewise indicated theilr swport of the Zionist program in clear
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tl;d unmistakable terms, through the planks adopted by the two great political
parties, through the action of more than twenty State Legislatures and through
the resclutions of the two major national ladbor organizations. That support ies
evidenced, tco, both through the American Palestine Committee, whose membership
includes more than two-thirds of the Senate and over two hundred members of the
House of ERepresentatives, and through the ever-growing Christian Council on
Palestine, heanded by mer like Rev. Daniel A. Poling and Rews Henry 4. Atkineon
and representing thousands of leading eclergymen throughout the United States.
If Mr. Churchill can be made aware of the fact that, in the words of
your recent meesage to the Zionlsts of America, "the American people give t‘hoir'
support" to the Jewish Commonwealth aim, and if it can be made nown to him

further that America is willing to take s hand in the shaping of Palestine's

- fubure, it would he of tremendous help towards securing an early and favsrable

decision. The urgency for such a deei slon was indicated in our recent lstter to
you and ie becoming daily more apparent. It is our earnest hope that you may at
thisg time see fit %o lend the ald of your great name and office to this historis
act of national restitution and regeneration.

Yours sincerely,

Sﬁ.ph‘n S. Wige

Abba Hillel 3ilver

Ce-Chairmen
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American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine

Room 2500 . 245 Fifth Avenue
MUtray Hill 3-1881 New York 16, N. Y. FOR IMMEDIATE RELZASE
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CIO CALLS FOR PASSAGE OF PALESTINE RESOLUTIONS
PENDING IN CONGRESS

Chicago -— The CIC Convention today urged Congress to pass the pending Palestine
resolutions (H.R. 418 - 419 and S.R. 247) which call for wnrestricted Jewish
immigration into Palestine and the reconstitution of that country as a free and
democratic Jewish Commonwealth., This was announced today by Irving Abramson,
state chairman, CIO of New Jersey, who introduced the ¥esolution on Pzlestine at
the convention,

Demanding that "steps be taken to effect the immediate rescue of Jews in
Axis-dominated countries," the CIO resolution urged upon Britain "the unequivocal
removal of the White Paper policy, and the full implementation of the Balfour
Declaration towar&s the ultimate establishment of a Palestinian Jewish Common-
wealth in accordance with the principles of democratic action.”

The resolution endorsed the "expressions of support for Jewish rights in
Palestine whick have come during the past year from leaders in all walks of life
in the United States, the most notable of which were the stirring and historic
declaration of the President of the United States giving his complete endorsement
of the movement to reconstitute Palestine as 2 free and democratic Jewish Common-
wecalth, and the forthright and unequivocal declarations in support of Jewish
aspirations in Palestine adopted by both the Democratic and Republican parties
and included in their platforms."

(more)

18
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A pledge of support for the program of the American Jewish Trade Union
Committee for Palestine was also included in the resolution.
The text of the resolution follows:

* "WHEREAS, the decisions reached by the leaders of the Unitocd Yations provide
for the self-determination, the independence and the physical survival of zll
peoples, great and small, and

"WHEREAS, the Jewish people, who for more than a decade have been singled
out for persecution and murder by the fascist butchers, received in the years
following the last war pledges from Great Britein, the League of Nations, ond
the United States, for the recreation of Palestine as the National Homeland of
the Jewish people, which pledges were incorporated in the Balfour Declaration,
the Mandate for Palestine, and the Anglo-American Convention of 1924, and

"WEEREAS, the 550,000 Jews of Palestinc have demonstrated their unflagging
devotion .to the democratic cause, have accelerated the production of vital war
materials, and have sent their manpower into the armed forces and the factorics.
to help speed the victory of the United Natioms, and

"WHEREAS, the Chamberlain White Paper of 1939, which was denounced in a
resolution passed by the 1943 convention of the Congress of Industrial Organi-
zations as 'diseriminatory, unfalr, unjust and a hindrance to the war effort,!
and which utterly disregards the pledges made to the Jewish people, now prohibits
further Jewish immigration into the Jewish National Home and curtails land sales
to Jewish colonists, thereby threatening not orly the existence of the Jewish
Homeland, but the wvery lives of hundrcds of thousands of homeloss Jewish refugecs
in Europe, therefore be it

"RESOLVED, that the Congress of Industrial Orgenizations, meeting in National
Convention in the city of Chicago, strongly urges that steps be taken tc effect
the immediate rescue of Jews in Axis-dominated countries, and be it further

"RESOLVED, that we join most heartily in the expressions of support for
Jewish rights in Palestine which have come during the past year from lesders in
2ll walks of life in the United States, the most notable of which were the stirring
and historic declaration of the President of the United States giving his complete
endorsement of thc movement to reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic
Jewish Commonwealth, and the forthright and unequivocal declarations in support
of Jewish aspirations in Palestine adopted by both the Democratic and Republican
Parties and included in their platforms, and be it further

"RESOLVED, that we call upon the Congress of the United States to adopt the
Palestine Resolutions (H.R. 418-419 and S.R. 247) now pending before it, thus giv-
ing positive expression to the will of the people of our nation, and be it further

"RESQLVED, that we call for the immediate redress of the great wrong com-
mitted against the Jewish people, and urge upon the Government of Great Britain the
unequivoczl removal of the White Paper policy, and the full implcmentation of the
Balfour Declaration towards the ultimate establishment of a Palestinian Jewish
Commonwealth in accordance with the principles of democratic action, and be it
further :

"RESOLVED, that we approve the program of the American Jewish Trade Union
Committee for Palestine, organized by our fellow Jewish workers for the purpose of
crystallizing the sentiments of American Labor in behalf of a free, democratic
Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine, and herewith affix our signatures as sponsors of
sald f~=ffi.e  =1-72c1 45 i¢s support and the carrying out of its programe"

#r2-10lralvy o



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date  November 22, 1944

From Harry L. Shapiro

HLS : HH

Mr. Louis Lipsky spoke with Congressman Sol Bloom this afternoon
at 4:45. Mr. Bloom told him that he will see the President on
Monday, November 27. He cculd not see him before that date,
because the President was out of Washington and would not return
until Sunday night.

In his conversation with the President Mr. Bloom will indicate
that the green light should be given to the Resolution in order
that he (Mr. Bloom) may be helped. He will indicate to the
President that Congressman Celler is attacking him and also

that there is a possibility that if the green light is not given
serious repurcussions will emanate from the Amercan Jewish Con-
ference, which is scheduled for December 3rd, in Pittsburgh.

The Congressman told Mr. Lipsky that he could have had his
Comnmittee approve the bill by this date, but since he had
been asked by Dr. Wise to refrain from any action, he was"
abiding by Dr. Wise's wishes and awaiting word from him as
to when he should move ahead.

Kindest regards. _/5 -
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Hovembay 20, 1944

Hr. Sidney Hillmsn

15 Union fquare
New York, flew York

¥y dear Mr. Hillmani

It was kind of you to call me on Friday and I wos happy to
know that you are giving the matier vhich I brought to your ate
tention serious thought. You arve in a position to render us s
truly historic service. ,

The sltustion ie this. The Palestine Resolutions which
were introduced last Pebruary muest bte acted upon at this sooe
sion of Congress, if they are to be acted upon at all. Heare
ings on the House feeolution were held before the House Foreign
Affairs Committee sarly last spring and the Pesolutions would
have deen adopted overvhelmingly - if 4¢ were not for the intere
vention of the Military who asked deferment of action on the Resoe
Iutions for military reacsons. Laet month Seeretsry of Yer Stimson
officially vwithdrew the military obJections. The coast is now
clear for gquick and favorsble sction. You will recall that both
political parties st their conventions included splendid planke
endoresing the Jewish Componwealth, in their rarty Platforms.
Cn Ogtober 10th, President Foogsevelt put himeelf squerely behind
a free aml demoeratic Jewish Commonwenlth and stuted thatsy o1
am convinced that the Awerican people glve thelr support to this
aim ané i peelectod, I shall help to bring about its realise-
tion." The Freeldentisl candidete for the Republican Party,
Joverpor lewey, likewise enlorsed the "peconstitution of Palese
tine as » free ani democratic Jewish Commonwealth.® Four hunired
members of the preseat Congress are on record through persenal
statemonts which they sont us and which have been jubliched in
the volume "Mmerica and Palestine®, endorsing tho principles of
the Hesolutions.

It remalns now for President Roosevelt to giwe the “green
light® to Congress. Unioubtedly the Cheirmen of the Foreign
Affairs ond the Forelgn Relations Comuitiee will want to know
the mind of the Fresident before they proceed. IFrom what we
lesrned, the President has not yet given clearance, o0 to spesk,
to these Mesolutions, and unless urged he is liksly not to. He
would probably like to hsndle thie matter on & more or less
personal basie betveen himself and Prime Mindster Clmrchill.



IO R T T

2e¥r. Sidney Millman, 11/26/44

The American Zionist "mergency Council feele that 4t would
be for us & serious political seteback, if these Resolutions
which have been so publiciged throughout the world during this
past year were shelved by Congress., The Arabs would regmrd 4%
as o great victory for them insemuch ss they had protested offi-
eially to Washington against the paseage of these Resolutions.

It might have serious political repercussions in lLondon where

the opinion is widely held that our State Deportment is opposed

to the Zionist program and wvhere the pre-election party platforme
on Palestine and even the statement of the President were more or
lese discounted as byeproducts of a political ecampaign. The Jowe
of America will feel terribly let dowm about it all and the ori-
ticism will undoudtedly be made that now that the election is over
the Palestine Fosolutione were scuttled -- and by President Roosevelt
himself., For no valid explanation can be given why the Congress

of the United States should not have been permitted to express
itself on the Jewish Commonwenlth mow that the President himeelf
has come out for 4t and the both political conventions had endoresd
ite

The American Jewish Conference which adopted the Commonwaalth
Fesolution last September after enhistoriec struggle, ond worked
for it throughout the year, will hold ite second seesion in
Pitteburgh next weelts They will want an explanstion as to why
these Resolutions wore pigeon-holed in Congress, since the militery
objection had been remowved, ond unfair and unjustified criticiem
may be lsunched agsinet the President who, a8 you know, has been
very sympathetic to our cmuse, bul being absorbed in so many grove
duties has had %o be prodded from time to time in matters which
concern Palestine,

1 am persusded that President Roosevels, beins a falreminded
end reasonchble man, would quickly get the point if someone close
to him shose Judgment he wvaluee would bring to hie attention the
above facts,

I have Just received a letter from Dr. Chaim Velsmann in which
he gives an socount of a two-hour interview which he had with Prime
Hinister Cimrchill at Chequers, on Hovember 6th. Clmrchil]l is very
enxious for Americon support. He told Welismann of the terrific ree
sistance to the ceuse in his Cabinet in the Tory party and smong
the military. Very often Mr. Churchill sadd he finde himeelf Iighte
ing alone, He fesls thal a clear expression on the part of the
American GCovernment would greatly strengthen his hands and Dr.
¥elmmann urges us to 4o all we can to melke 1% clear thst the Amerie.
¢an people and the American Government are prepared $o take 2 hand
in the solution of the Palestine problem.

The passage of the Palestine Hesolution this week or next week
in Congress would be a powerful an’ most welcome reinforcoment for
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3<Mr. Sidney Hillmen, 11/26/44

¥r. Churchill and I beliewe also for Prosident Roosswelt, fer— Q0. n -
coming on top of the traglic assassination of Yord Moyme and all )
the repercussions unfavorsble to our Movement which it has set

in motion, this aftion of Congress would glve the morale of our

own people hers and in Palestine = tramendous 11t

I do hope thet you will commnicate with the President in
vhatever way sppears most effective to you. Time ia of the essence,
The Sencte Poreign Relstions Committee has celled a meeting for
this Wednesday. If Senstor Comnally could get an indleation frowm
the President to mowve forward, thess Resolutions could be acted
upon this weel, That is true aleo of Congressman Bloom, as Chaire
men of the Foveign Affaire Committee, He too is walting for a
word from the "hite House., It is rumored that the President might
be leaving the country any day now., If therefore, my dear Mr.
Hillman, you could commnpicste either by telephone, wire or letter
w#ith the President today, it would be a grest service and our
Hovement and cur people would be forever indebted to you.

¥ith all good wishes, I ramain
Host cordially yours

AHSICR _ Abbs Hillel Silver

FeBe I sm losving this evening for vVashington snd will be at the
Statler Hotel for the remainder of the weok,



November 27, 1944

Hon. Sol Bleom
House Office Building
Washington, D. C.

My dear Congressman Bloom

it was with deep satisfuction that we read the letter of
Secretary of War Stimson of a few weeks g0 in which be etated that
the military objections, which were responsible for tne deferment
of action cn our rFalestine nesolutions last spring, were no longer
factors in tae situation, and also your own announcement that you
were prepared to bring up the Palestine Resolution before tae Come
mittee on Foreign affairs for action.

Now that tae days of tne seventy-eighth Congress are
rapidly drawing %o a close I strongly urge that tnese Eesolutions
be acted upon promptly. Since they were introduced bota political
parties have endorsed taem by including $wo splendid Jewish Cowmone
wealth planks in their party platforms, and the presidential can~
didates of both political parties also issued hearsy endorsement of
the Jewish Commonwealtn., On October 15tn tae Fresident of the
United States stated taat ne is convinced that the american people
give taeir support to the establishment of Palestine as a free znd
democratic Jewish Commonwealth and that, if re-elected, he would
help to bring about its realizaticn,

The Resolution, if adopted, would back up and reinforce
the position taken by our President, as well as that of our friends
in CGreat Britain, and would give eloquent voice to what is in the .
hearts and minds of the American people which has always been sym-
pathetic $c the redbuilding of i.e Jewish Hational Homs,

As Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Amsrican
Zioniet Emergency Council I urge promp$ action on tiae Resolution,
and in so doing I am confident that I voice the sentiment of tue
Jews of Amsrica and of the hosts of non-Jewish friends of Palestine
who have, through this last year, indicated thelir support of tais
Hesolution.

With all good wishes and thanking you for your unfailing
interest and devotion whieh you have manifesfed taroughout, I remain

iost cordially yours,
Al

AHSiebr
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To

From

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date November 27, 1944

Harry L. Shapiro

On Saturday evening, November 25, Lessing J. Rosenwald, president of the

. American Council for Judaism, aired the views of his organization over the

Columbia Broadcasting System. This broadcast represented another attempt by
Mr. Rosenwald and his group to discredit the views of an overwhelming majority
of American Jews and to create the impression that the Council for Judaism
speaks for our people. It is of the utmost importonce that letters and tele-
grams go forward immediately to those radio stations which carried Mr,
Rosenwald!s address, so that the network may understand that lir. Rosenwald's
remarks constitute an affront to the Jews of America. You can help us

obtain radio time to refute lir. Rosenwald's damaging remarks by doing the
following:

Ascertain whether or not the address was carried by your CBS station. If

so, have as many wires and letters of protest as possible sent to the local
station or to the Columbia Broadcasting System office in New York. You must
urge that an equal amount of time be afforded a leader of Amecrican Zionism --
one vho has a right to speak in the namc of the Jews of America.

The following quotation indicates how }r. Rosenw2ld has perverted Zionis
philosophy. This, as well as the actual facts as presented in Emanuel
Neumenn's statement on the Jewish Commonwealth (quoted on the following
page), may be used by you as source material for letters of refutation.

Mr. Rosenwald said: "We oppose the establishment of Palestine or any

locality as a Jewish state or commonwealth., The procedures involved in

such an establishment call for a preferred status in immigration to those

of one religious faith and an arbitrary and indefinite postponement of self-
government. We regard these procedures as fundamentally undemocratic, and,
therefore, destructive. Such proposals will, we believe, embroil Jews now

in Palestine in continuing civil strife., What is more, they will place in
jeopardy the equality of status of Jews everywhere who are integrated in their
respective homelands and do not wish to be parties to a Jewish state or common-
wealth, and that means thc vast majority of the Jews of the world, Our empha-
sis, therefore,is on the attainment of the status for Jews of full equality

of citizenship, its rights and its responsibilities. In Palestine it would
mecan that Jews would be Palestinians of Jewish faith, just as we, in this
country, arc Americans of Jewish faith."

Oncec again lr. Roscnwald and his small group have emerged with the all-too-
familiar red herrings. He expresses concern over the "undemocratic" aspects
of Zionist aspirations. Out of the fear and escapist philosophy which
motivate his own thinking, he conjures up bogeymen to frighten freedom-
loving peoples who may be moved by the tragic plight of European Jewry to
act favorably on the only permanent solution to the Jewish problem —- the
Zionist solution.
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To set the record straight, let us quote once again from that invaluable document
conteining the testimony on the Palestine resolutions delivered before the House
Foreign Affairs Committee. On Page 315 of that book, the meaning of the temm
"Jewish Commonwealth" is set forth succinctly and impressively by Mr. Emanuel
Jeumann, who says:

"3y a Jewish commonwealth we certainly do not mean a state which is exclusively
Jewish, We do not mean to drive the existing Arab population into the desert
or cast it into the sea. On the contrary, those who choose to do so are to
remaine Moreover, their civic and personal rights shall be inviolate. There
shall be a full and complete equality before the law. Not only that, but the
Arabs shall have every right and possibility to preserve and develop their
cultural and religious heritage. Their language shall be recognized and their
traditions respected. And in zddition they shall share fully in the economic
advantages and opportunities and the prosperity which will come with the
modernization of the country and the development of its resources.

"Indeed, this has already been the case in a substantial measure., If, then,

we are asked what do we mean by the adjective 'Jewish as applied to the future
commonwealth of Palestine my answer is that it is a short and abbreviated way
of saying that through the repatriaticn of large numbers of European and other
Jews, the Jewish people will attain a numerical majority in Palestine and there-
by permanently guarantee the open door for others who may follow; so that Pal-
estine shall never cease to serve as a sanctuary and homeland for any and all
Jews from whatever part of the world who may choose to go there in the future,
It will also be a Jewish commonwealth in the vital sense that in that country,
in that little corner of the world, the Jewish people, no longer living under
minority conditicns but as a majority, will be free to apply their talent, their
industry, their genius and leave the intangible impress of their civilization
upon their ancestral land as in the days of the kings and the provhets.

"But the development of this Jewish commonwealth shall take place under demo=~
cratic institutions and in a democratic spirit. The Jews will preponderate and
lead in the development of the country without dominating or oppressing the
minority. Jew and Arab devoted to their respective cultures and traditions
shall cooperate as free and equal citizens and jointly contribute to the pros—
perity and welfare of a common single unitary state. The Arab citizens of the
Jewish commonwealth will be as favorably situated as are the French-speaking
citizens of the British Dominion of Canada. It will be z free and democratic
Jewish state composed of Jews, Moslems, Christians and, if there are any,
Buddhists, as well -- compatriots, all. All shall be eligible to public
office, even the highest."

Would lir. Rosenwald call that undemocratic? Or is he.perhaps concerned,not
with the problems and the status of our persecuted peonle, but with insuring
the continuation of the "status quo" for the comfortably situated members of
the American Council for Judaism?

HLS:MBP
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Hovember 28, 1%

The Fedsral Council of the Churches of Christ
297 Yourth Avenue
¥eow York, Hew York

Gentlemeng

I sm direeiod om behalf of the Americsn Zionist Fmergency Council,
representing the organise’ Zioniet Movercnt in this country, to comsminie

- ente with you im regsrd to the October 7ih Informstion Bulletin jssued

by the Informstion Service of the Fefersl Council of the Churches of
Christ in Jmerics and enctiitled- 'Geaﬂzct Over Pahcaim'

The parpose of the Bulletin, 1t 1e to be scsumed, is to present to
the uninstructed reader a falr smd detnohed sccount of the Pulsontine
mestion, It s pesre to us, however, thot the Balletin fzlle short of
the stzndards of objectivity smé scholearshiy which misht have been expected
in a publication emenating from the Feders]l Councll of Chmrches, By its
amissions, by 1ts migplscel em-hases, and in ome or two instances by
errors of fmet, the Bulletin does injustice %0 o canse the historic signie
ficance of which hes becn recognized by greast Chrisiian se well as Jewieh
lezders - namely, the cmuse of restoring the Jewish people to its ancestrel
howe in FPslestine vhere they may live as of rizht and not on sufiersmce.

Ietters deszling +ith = mumber of specific points of eriticlem hewe
been sent %o the Feiasral Council « ome adiressed to Dy, Ssmwel Cavert by
Dr. lsrael Goldstein, Precident of the Zionist Crgsmigation of Americe, and
spother sddrsesed to Dr. F. Yrneet Johnson by Dr. 1. B. Beritson, hesd of
cur own Begesrch Depsrtwent. ¥ith these letteors we assoCiste ourselves
end sceordingly 4o not propose to g£o inte detadl hers.

@rest ans its def-cts of balamced and sccurante stiatement msy be, the
mein defect of the Pulletin, ss Dr. Goldstein pointe out, is in its feilure
Lo grasp the brozder snd internstional aspects of the issuoe involved. The
Bulletin falls even remotely to conwvey the farereoching social, religious
and historiesal forees which have impelled the Jewish people to seek in our
day the realizstion of the Piblicsl prophecies of the return unto Zion. A
éieproportionate stross 1o pleced on the opposition to Ziontem of a mumeri-‘ -
czlly smell Jewish group in thde country, snd an exaggerated impressionm is
ereated of disunity in Jewish renics, vhen, as s matter of fact, the over
vhelming majority of Jews sre united im the demand for kesping the gntes of
Palestine open to Jewish fmmigration, and for a free and socure Jewish dewslop-
ment in Pelestine unrestrieted dy politicel consldsrstions. Most remarvinbdle
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ches of Ohrlst,

is the fallurs 4o indieste shel Hoslsm predowinence ia Pelesiioe sight
mean for the future 6f the Jeve, ns Lndlosted %zr the Balti¥s sotivitiee
in Pelestine, by the intesnslgence of the Seprems Hoslem Oouncil, sud by
the sttltude of the Haslom Faline mojority me& minerition in Irag vhen
intermationsl control was Yomowsd.,

Hay we conclude with the hope that thile Bulletin dosse oot rafleet Lhe
shsitude of tiw redersl Counoil of Shmrehes ne = whole to the great worl
of sstions]l sshabilitation s Peoumstructiion in which the Jowleh pecsle
ts engoond in Felspilme. The Hspl sesoncPes of millions of Jews velgh
heavily on the consclonce of menidnd, They menlfosted in sost Drutel and
tregdc form the centurpeold problem of & seabiered poogle whileh, & mincsity
everyviiors, Pemaing without s howw of 19 cems  That prodles anledaied Higlar
and oill ot end with the destyuciion of Naslems The solution envisazed in
ihe Bulfour Declaration snd the Hendate for Felestine end approved by 52
nations of the eorld, of the reestabiichment of the Jews s 8 people in
thelr oun neverefopgotean land, was only padlewny 40 reclizabion vhen the
Yeed bolocsmst brolkw wpon the Jews of Wurgps. It o our bBellef and hope
thas humenity =431 8ot peadily let porish shis urgent aspivation for the
poctoration of the Jewe to Falestine, withousd havm $o 1tz Aved ishabitants,
ahf that w pey contimee to Jook Tovserd S0 b symathy axd supoort of the
Uhristion world &n thisz bizboric snderialdng.

Sincersly yours

A%30K Axthor lourie



PRESS RELEASE from

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Associated Organizations:

Zionist Organization of America ® Hadassah ® Mizrachi ® Poale-Zion

342 Madison Avenue ¢ New York 17, N. Y. « MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE APPROVES PALESTINE RESOLUTIONS

DR. SILVER HAILS ACTION AS "MILESTONE' IN

JEWISH PEOPLE'S EFFORTS TO REGAIN NATIONHOOD

Washington, D, Cs -- The House Committee on Foreign Affairs today approved the
Palestine resolutions (HR 418-419), which had been referred to the Committee
following their introduction in the House of Representatives on January 27, 1944
by Representatives James A, Wright (D.,Pa.) and Ranulf Compton (R.,Conn.)

The resolution, as reported by the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, of
which Representative Sol Bloom (D.,N. Y.) is chairman, reads as follows:

"hereas the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on June

30, 1922, unanimously resolved 'that the United States of America
favors the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the
Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be
done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of Christian
and all other non-Jewish communities in Palestine, and that the
holy places and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be
adequately protected!; and

"Whereas the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe
has clearly demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as a haven
for the large numbers who have become homeless as a result of this
persecution: Therefore be it

"RESOLVED, That the United States shall use its good offices to the

end ‘that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of

Jews into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity

for colonization, so that the Jewish people may ultimately reconsti-

tute Palestine as a free and democratic commonwealth.™

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland, Chairman of the Exccutive Committee of
the American Zionist Emergency Council, hailed with satisfaction the approval of

the resolutions. "I am delighted," he declared, "with this action which reflects

(more)
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the overwhelming sentiment of the American people who have time and time again
manifested their profound interest and sympathy in the upbuilding of Palestine by
the Jewish people.

"This action climaxes a series of historic pronouncements made during this
year by the National Conventions of both major political parties and by their
standard-bearers, Ilost significant was the de¢laration made on October 15th by
the President of the United States, in which he said that the American people
give their support to the establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic
Jewish Commonwealth, and thet he would help to bring about its realization,

"This action will greatly hearten the hundreds of thousands of Jewish
refugees throughcout the world, who are looking towards Palestine as their sole
hope of re-establishing themselves in freedom and dignity. It will strengthen
the hands of those who af tremendous sacrifices have been pionecering in the
rebuilding of the Jewish National Home. Another milestone has been reached in
the historic effort of the Jewish people to recover its just place as one of the

nations of the world," Dr. Silver said.

7 .
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" PRESS RELEASE

American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine

Room 2500 . 245 Fifth Avenue
MUrray Hill 3-1881 New York 16, N Y.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WILLIAM GREEN TO CALL ON ROOSEVELT TO IMPIEMENT PALESTINE PLEDGE

— emt S s ew e

New York -— Congress was urged to act speedily and favorably on the Palestine

resolution (HR 418-419) which was approved this week by the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs, in a statement issued today by Max Zaritsky, president of the
United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers International Union, who introduced

the resolution on Palestine which was unanimously adopted by the Convention of
the American Federation of Labor.

Mr. Zaritsky emphasized that the A.F. of L, Convention adopted a speeial
committee report instructing its president, William Green, "to call upon the
President of the United States to use his good offices to the end that the
declaration made concerning the establishment of Palestine as a free and demo-
cratic Jewish commonwealth be implemented, the pledges made be fulfilled, and
the Government of the United States assume its share of responsibility in the
carrying out of the pledges and assurances given."

This action by the A.F. of L. will receive the hearty endorsement of the
American people, Mr, Zaritsky declared. He added: "We have every confidenee
that President Roosevelt will take whatever steps are necessary to effectuate
¥he noble sentiments contained in his own great statement of October 15th, in
the Ameriocan Federation of Labor resolution, and in the Wright~-Compton and Wagner—
Taft resolutions on Palestine., The American people have voiced their determination
to end Jewish suffering and homelessness. They now look to Congress for effectiwe

action,"
, = (more)
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Mr., Zaritsky also pointed out that the A.F. of L, resolution on Palestine
is "more than a reaffirmation of the Federation's traditional policy of support
fér Jewish aspirations in Palestine, or a declaration of sympathy with the plight
of Europe's oppressed Jews. In clear and unmistakable terms, it calls for speedy
and favoraﬁle action by Congress on the pending Palestine resolutions, HR 418 and
419 and SR 247, Now that the House Committee on Foreign Affairs has approved the
Palestine resolution, there can be no deterrent to the early passage of this
measure, which is a matter of 1ife and death for the Jewish people," he said,

The text of the A,F, of L. resolution on Palestine is attached,

#127 - 12/1/44



TEXT OF RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE UNANIMOUSLY
ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN
FEDERATION OF LABOR, NOVEMBER 30, 1944.

"WHEREAS, The inhuman slaughter of European Jewry continues unabated, and
the Nazis -— intent upon completing their program to annihilate the Jewish people —
are devising new and more horrible methods of mass murder. The documented reports
of the unparalleled crimes committed in the death camps of Maidanek, Oswiecin and
Treblinka, in the ghettos of Poland, in the market places of Rumania and Hungary,
have outraged civilized humanity. To date, approximately 4,000,000 innocent Jewish
men, women and children have suffered horrible death by shooting, asphyxiation,
starvation, strangulation and fire, and

"WHEREAS, We are determined that those Jews who have survived the holocaust
shall be rescued and rehabilitated by the United Nations, and are equally de-
termined that such rescue and rchabilitation shall conform to the particular needs
and problems of uprooted European Jewry, and

"WHEREAS, Decisions affecting the future of the homeless Jows of Burope are
being made daily by international agencies, such as the United Nations ZXRelief and
Rehabilitation Administration and the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees,
agencies which derive their authority from the peoples of the United Nations, and

"WHEREAS, The people of the United States hsve demonstrated their whole-
hearted sympathy with the plight of Europe's Jews and have expressed America's
determination to bring about a just solution of this most pressing of human prob-
lems -- a solution which will take into account the real needs and desires of the
Jewish people. During the past year the American people have called for the ful-
fillment of the pledge contained in the Balfour Declaration, An overwhelming
majority of our people desire the opening of Palestine's doors to unrestricted Jew-
ish immigration and colonization, and the re-establishment of Palestine as a free
and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. These sentiments have been voiced through the
forthright Palestine planks included in the platforms of both major political par-
ties, and through the notable statements endorsing Jewish aspirations in Palestine
made by a large majority of the membership of both Houses of Congress, and

"WHEREAS, The President of the United States, in a historic declaration
made on October 15th, 1944, re-affirmed our country's traditional policy of support
for the Jewish National Home in the following words: 'I know how long and ardent-
ly the Jewish people have worked and prayed for the establishment of Palestine as
a frce and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. I am convinced that the American people
give their support to this aim and if re-elected I shall help to bring about its
recalization,! and

N"WHEREAS, The American Federztion of Labor has followed a policy of staunch
and unwavering friendship for Jewish Palestine and has throughout the years supporte
ed the Jewish National Home and admired the magnificent accomplishment of Pealestinc
Jewry, and '

"WHEREAS, The American Federation of Labor has always had deep respect for
and a feeling of kinship with the Histadruth, the General Federation of Labor in
Palestine, and has during the past year supported the program so admirably carried
out by the American Jewish Trade Union Committee for Palestine, and
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"WHEREAS, Jewish Palestine has demonstrated its willingness and its
ability to rehebilitate Europe's persecuted Jews and has, despite the Chamberlain
Whitc Paper of 1939 and other obstacles, fought the war agzinst the common enemy
with almost unparalleled devotion to the democratic cause, and

"WHEREAS, Resolutions, reflecting America's conviction that at long last
Justice must be done to the long suffering Jewish people, have been introduced in-
to both Houses of Congress: These bi-partisan measures (ER 418-419 and SR 247)
call for the free entry of Jews into Palestine and full opportunity for colonizae~
tion, so that the Jewish pcople may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free
and democratic Jewish Commonwealth, and

"WHEREAS, The Sccretary of War has recently announced that no military
reasons stand in the way of action on the Palestine resolutions, therefore, be it

"RESOLVED, That the American Federation of Labor, in convention assembled,
urges thec passage at the earliest possible moment of the pending Palestine resolu-
tions, and, be it further

"RESOLVED, That the American Federation of Lebor calls for the reconstitu-
tion of Polestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth and urges upon the
Government of the United States to take speedy and definite action on the Pales-
tine question -~ zction which will be in conformity with the historic, but as yet
unfulfilled, pledges made to the Jowish people, and with the present needs of the
persccuted Jews of Europe."
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£R0POSALS FUR THE AGIZNDA CF THE SECOND SESSION
of the
4 ZRICAN JEWISH CONFTLEENCE

-

SATURDAY NIGHT - L-CE:BER 2nd

1. First meeting of the General Committee.
2. Registration of delegates.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON - DECE.BER 3rd - 2:00 P.il. - FISST SESSION

1. OUpening of the meeting by g temporary chairman to be named
by the Interim Committee.

2. Submission of Credentials Report by Charles. P. Kramer,
Chairman of Committee on Elections. liotion to be made to
accept report and to refer to a special Committee on Credentials
all contests end claims,

8. Proposals of the General Committee for the election of a
praesidium,

4. Chair to be taken by a member of the rraesidium.

5. Report of the Interim Committee by the Co=Chairmen.

6. Proposals of the General Committee for the naming of the
committees of the Conference. .

7. An address by , reviewing the general Jewish situation
as it appears today.

8. Adjournment.

SUNDAY ZVENING - JECEIBER 3rd - 83130 P .il,~ SECOND SISSION

1. Proposals of the General Committee with regard to rules of
procedure,

2. Report of the Rescue Commission by one of the Co-Chairmen
(the other Co-Chairman to answer in behalf of the Commission
during the general debate.)

3. Report of the Post-lar Commission by one of the Co-Chairmen
(the other Co-Chairmen to answer in behalf of the Commission
during the general debate.)

4, Report of the Palestine Commission by the Chairman.

5. General debate on the reports,

LIONDAY AFTERNOON -~ DECE:BER 4th - 2300 P.l. - THIRD SESSION
l. Continuation of the general debate.

LONDAY EVENING -~ DECEMBER 4th - 8:30 P .if, ~ FOURTH SESSION
1. Resolutions reported by the Committee on Rescue of the
Conference. Discussion and action.
2. Resolutions reported by the Committee on Post~flar of the
Conference. Discussion and action.

DECE.BER 5th - 2:00 2.1, - FIFTH SESSION
1. Resolutions reported by the Committee on Palestine of the
Conference. Discussion and action.
2. Resolutions reported by tie Committee on Organization of the
Conference. Discussion and action,
TUESDAY EVENING ~ JECEMBER 5th « 3300 P.il. - SIXTH SESSION
1. Resolutions reported by the General Resolutions Committee
of the Conference. Discussion and action.
2. Resolutions of the Finance Committee of the Conference.

3, Elections.
4, TFinal addresses at the closing of the Conference.

9/11/44



£HO0ROSALS FOR COLLABORAIION BETVEEN

AILRICAN JEVISH CONFLATNCE AD WORID JELISH CONGRESS

"It is agreed that both orgenizections are to place at
their mutual disposition the regpective facilities and
exchange informetion to the enc. that there shall be a
constant exchange of confidential information between
appropriate gepartments of the tvo organizations in all
matters touching post-war pians end rescue efforts.

"A joint Pleming committee ig to be set up for the
consideration of post-war problems and to advise on the
drafting of ststsments angd proposals, The committee is

te be composed of en eéqual number of members from each
body and is to have at its disposal the results of the
sStudies made by the Institute of Jewish Affairs. The
recommendations of the joint comnittee are to be submit-
ted to the appropriate organs of the World Jewish Congress
énd the Americen Jewish Conference, for their considera-
tion,

"The World Jewish Congress retains its right to represent
all the communities anc orgenizations affiliated with it
in its dealings with all foreign governments and inter-
national agencies., In the case of this country, it is
recognized that in any representations to the Anerican
Govirnment or any of its departments and ageucies within
the program of the anerican Jewish Conference, the ameri-
can Jewish Conference has a Special position as regerding
the Jewish Community of the United States of America,
Representations to the smericen Government or its depart-
ments or agencies shall be mede through the .imerican
Jewish Conference unless after consultotion it is regarded
necsssary by either one of the tuo perties that separate
representations be made,n

COLUMITTEE .

Hermen Shulman Meurice Bisgyer
Rabbi Irving iiiller.

93;11;44,



STATEMENT ON HESTORATION OF RIGHIS TO JEWS IN EURCFE

Submitted by
American Jewish Conference

1. = After World War I, the Jews in Europe legally possessed equal citizenship
status with the rest of the population. They also enjoyed the right of commmnity
organization and in some countries certain specific rights that were derived from
the Minority Treaties.

2a In several countries, however, some of these rights were later abridged or
abrogated, despite the guarentees stipulated in national constitutions and inter-
national treaties, The Nazi regime in Germeny in particular has pursued this

policy unrelentingly and has destroyed Jewish citigzenship and group rights first

in Germeny and then in those countries which came under its domination or occupation.

I hpart from future measures to improve the status of Jews, the American
Jewish Conference believes that the immediate restoration of 2ll rights formerly
enjoyed by Jews is a prerequisite to the reconstruction of Jewish life in Europe,
end it therefore recommends the following measures to the governments of the
United Nations:

A. As soon as an area in Europe is:liberated or occupied by the
Allied forces, the government or governing authority in that area shall declare
null and void, with retroactive effect, all discriminatory laws and measures
enacted zgainst the Jewish population by the Germsn civil and militery authorities,
their allies and their satellites. The governing authorities in the liberated
sreas shall restore to the Jewish populations in those aress all the constitutional
and treaty rights which they formerly enjoyed.

B. Citizenship shall be restored to all those who have been deprived
of it. Restoration of citizenship shall also be extended to persons displaced from
their former countries, unless they themselves refuse such restoration.

C. The governments or governing suthorities of the liberated areas
shall restore without delay all the rights of communal, religious and cultural
organization, which the Jewish populations in those areas enjoyed after the first
World Wer, These authorities shall further facilitate the early re-establishment
of Jewish commnity organization, which is indispensable to the rehabilitation of
the uprooted Jewish population.
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Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to I

WANT A REPLY?
“Answer by WESTERN UNION"

3 imil hrase b
e ks N ey el

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
oTATE DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON D.C.

IN VIEW OF YOUR MEETING MONDAY WITH SENATOR WAGNER, I WISH TO MAKE MY POSITION AND THAT

OF MANY ASSOCIATES UNMISTAKABLY CLEAR. ~WE WOULD OF COURSE-ALL BE HAPPY IF THE CHIEF AND

YOU COULD SEE YOUR WAY TO GIVE APPROVAL TQ ADOPTION OF PALESTINE RESOLUTION IN BOTH HOUSES.
POBTPONEMENT LIKELY TO BE MISUNDERSTOOD BY PUBLIC OPINION WHICH NATURALLY CANNOT BE INFORMED
CONCERNING REASONS FOR DELAY. IF HOWEVER CHIEF AND YOU SHOULD STILL FEEL THAT SOME
POSTPONEMENT FOR REASONS ALREARY GIVEN, I TOGETHER WITH MANY ASSOCIATES DO NOT WISH TO
HAVE ACTION TAKEN CONTRARY TO YOUR AND PRESIDENTS RECOMMENDATION. SITUATION SHOULD UNDER

KO CIRCUMSTANCES BE PERMITTED TO ARISE IN WHICH SENATE COMMITTEE WOULD BE INFORMED OF
CHIEF'S OPINION COMMUNICATED THROUGH YOU TO US IN CONFIDENCE. IN THAT CASE IT WOULD BE

BEST FOR SENATE COMMITTEE TO POSTPONE ACTION THROUGHOUT THIS SESSION. THIS TELEGRAM IS FOR

YOU ALONE. WILL TELEPHONE TOMORROW., AFTERNOON AT YOUR CONVENIENCE TO LEARN ABOUT RESULT
OUF YOUR TALK WITH BOB.

STEPHEN S. WISE
WM. PENN HOTEL
Pittsburgh
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CONFIDENTIAL NO, 17

AMERICAN ZIONIST EIMERGENCY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETINGS HELD DECEIBER 7 AND 9, 1944,

Meetings of the American Zionist IZmergency Council were called by Dr. Wise
at short notice for Thursday afternoon, December 7th and for Saturdsy evening,
December 9th, and were held at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City.

Appended are the lists of those attending these meetingzs and of the decisione

taken, A stenographic record of the discussion is available on file.

Thursday, December 7, 1944, 4:30 P, ii.

PRESENT

Dr. Stephen S, Wise (presiding), Miss Julliet Benjamin, Maurice Boukstein,
Philip Cruso, Daniel Frisch, Dr, Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, lirs, Rose
Halprin, Rabbi Irving Miller, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Samuel Rothstein,
Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Robert Szold, Herman Weisman,

Drs Nahum Goldmann,

Dr. I. Bes Berkson, Arnold K, Isreeli, Arthur Iourie, Harold P. Manson,
Harry L, Shapiro, :

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P. M. and resumed at 10:30 P, ll., when the
following additional members were present: llrs. Judith Epstein, Leon Gellman,
Rabbi Wolf Gold, Mrse S. Goldstein, Rabbi llax Kirshblum, Captain Abe Tulin.

It was reported that the Resolution had come before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee the previous day, when Mr. Stettinius had appeared and
requested that the Resolution be deferred for the time being. The Senate Cormittee
had decided to hold over a decision until Friday. Discussion centered on what
action, if any, should be taken in view of the further consideration to be given
by the Senate Committee to the Resolution the following day and the renewed
indication of the President's wish that the matter be left in his hands and no
action taken on the Resolution at this time.

It was resolved:

1) to send a delegation on behalf of the Council to Washington that night;

2) to advise Senator Wagner and, if necessary, Senator Connally, that in the
light of the circumstances the Council is willing not to raise any objection to

the resolution remaining pending at this time;

3) that prior to such action the delegation confer with Dr. Silver and ask
him to concur and to lead the delegation in this action,

It was also agreed that the delegation be given discretion to consider any
compromise proposal that might be worked out in Washingtons
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Saturday, December 9, 1944, 8130 P. M,

PRESENT

Dre Sterhen S, Wise (presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, lrs. Judith
Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Moshe Furmansky, Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Paul L.
Goldman, Dr, Israel Goldstein, Mrs, S. Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprir.
Benjamin Itzkowitz, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Jeannette Leibel, Judge Louis Ee Levinthal,
Louis Lipsky, Marvin Lowenthal, Israel Mere nﬁkiwﬁlsaac Naiditch, Emanuel Neumann,
Mrs. Tamar Pool, Mrs. Rabinowitz, Judge Bernafi"AwlRosenblatt, Judge Morris
Rothenberg, lirs. Bertha Schoolman, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, llrs. Rebecca
Shulman, Robert Szold, Captain Abe Tulin.

Dr, Fahum Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joscph.
Arthur Lourie, Harold P, Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Hans Lamm.
Dr. Joseph Cohn, Mendel Fisher, Robert Silvermans.

At the mecting on Saturday night members of the delegation reported on their
visit the previous day to Washington, where they had met with Dr. Silver and
Dr. Joseph. They had failed to reach agreement with Dr. Silver on the line of
action to be pursued. Later they had seen lMr. Stettinius and Senators Connally and
Wagners The Senate Committee had subsequently given consideration to the Resolution,
and had adopted an amendment proposed by Senator Vandenberg, which concluded with
the clause "..that the people may reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic
Commonwoalthfﬁ*\TETE”WBTEIng had apparently been protested by Senator Wagner, with
the result that it was agreed to defer a final decision on the wording until the
following Monday.

Dr. Bilver's protest against the calling of what purported to be an official
meeting of the plenum without the notice required by the By-Laws was recordeds

The following decisions were taken at this meeting:

It was decided that the decision previously taken by the Emergency Council
which had never been revoked still stands, namely that we do not proceed with the
Resolutions without the green light from the Presidents It was agreed that an
effort be made at the Executive Committee meeting in Washington on Monday morning
to get Dr. Silver to concur in action for deferment of the Resolution, but that
the Council's position remains unchanged.

On request for a ruling, Dr. Wise said that in view of the fact that a motion
to reconsider the whole decision was defeated, the Executive Committee has no right
to change the decision of the plenum,

I’re Segal's motion that this body leave the final decision as to procedure
and action to the Executive Committee, which is to meet in Washington Monday, with-~
out any instructions from this body, was tabled, by a vote of 9 to 8.

llrs Segal's further motion that in view of the fact that the Executive
Committee cannot change the decision of the plenum, and in view of the fact that
sone members feelthat the decision of three weeks ago should be changed, that
we reconsider that decision, was defeated, 6 for, 10 against.

A. L.
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THERE IS AN ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION THAT I CONSENTED TO A FORMAL MEETING OF THE
EMERGENCY COUNCIL FOR TONIGHT. I HAVE GIVEN NO SUCH CONSENT. I INDICATED NO
OBJECTION TO ANY INFORMAL DISCUSSION ON THE PART OF THOSE WHO DESIRED IT. I
HAVE CALLED A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR THIS MONDAY MORNING IN WASHINGTON
AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE DELEGATION WHICH WAS SENT DOWN FROM NEW YORK. I MARE
IT CLEAR THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO ATTEND A MEETING IN NEW YORK
BECAUSE I MUST BE IN MY OWN PULPIT SUNDAY HORNING AFTER AN ABSENCE OF TAO WEEKS
FROM CLEVELAND ON ZIONIST AFFAIRS. THE PROGRESS IN CONNECTION WITH OUR RESOLUTIONS
IS SATISFACTORY AND NOTHING CAN BE GAINED BY ANOTHER FULL DRESS DISCUSSION OF THE
SUTIATION WITHOUT MY PRESENCE. CERTAINLY NO ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN BEFORE THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO CHECK UP ON THE SITUATION WITH ME AND ON THE

DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE WEEK END.
ABBA HILLEL SILVER

Above Telegram sent to:

David Wertheim

Chaim Greenberg

Leon Gellman

Mrs. lioses P. Epstein
Mrs. S. W. Halprin

Dr. Israel Goldstein
Louis Lipsky

Judge Morris Rothenberg
Louis Segal

Mrs. David De Sola Pool
Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky
Rabbi Irving Miller
Robert Szold

Judge Levinthal
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 5

; EM RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

.MEétINé EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD IN WASHINGTON
o

December 11, 1944.

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council
was held Monday morning, December 11th, at 1720 - 16th Street N.W., Washington. The
m;eting was called for 8:30, but Dr. gilver's train was late, and the meeting opened
at 11:30 a.m. :

PRESENT

Dr. Silver(presiding), Maurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, kirs. Judith Epstein,
Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Isrzel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprin,
Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Louis Segsal,
Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen S. Wise.

Dr. Nahum Goldmenn, Dr. Bernard Joseph.

Israel Mereminski, Elihu/D.'Stone,, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Mrs. Denise
Tourover, Zorach Warhaftig.

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiroc.

e
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Dr. Silver regretted the delay of three hours due to the lateness of his train.
. Dr. Wise urged that the meeting go into executive session. Seconded by
Mrs. Pool. Dr. Silver indi cated that there aré certain people who are entitled to
to attend meetings of the Executive. Dr. Wise therefore urged that the proceedings of
the meeting be regarded as in executive session and that no statement be issued except
by a committee to be named with the authorization of this body .
Dr. Silver said there will ge no statements issued except on the authority of this
body.
Dr. Silver: I don't know where we are. Several meetings have been held in
New York, some without my knowledge, some without my consent. The by-laws of th Council,
ARTICLE 5, Section 1, reads:
" ..MEETINGS - Regular meetings of the Committee shall be held at least once in
every month. Special meetings may be held from time teo time as may be determined by the
Committee, or upon call of the Chairman or upon written request of seven members of the

Committee. Notice to all members of the Committee. Notice to all members shall be sent

' three days in advance of e&ach special méeting. ...
(I shall set out) ;

The situation at the ‘moment with.-reference to our resolution, as I see it,
and indicate what I believe is the proper course of action from here on, regardless of
what has transpired up to now, which will be a subject of discussion at a full plenum
meeting later on, when I shall make a full statement and ask for a vote of confidence,
and for a reorganization, because it is clear that under the present set—up we cannot
operate without drifting into anarcny.

The situation at tﬁe moment is as follows: Our resolution was'voted out from
the Foreign Affairs Committee a week ago Wednesday, and it is now awaiting a rule from
the Rules Committee to come onto the floor of the House for a vote. This resolution
which was voted out was welcomed by the Jewish people of America and hailed with approval
by the Zionists, including the heads of the three organizations, including a member

‘ of the Jewish Agency, Mr. Lipsky, and including the members .of this committee. The

Jewish press welcomed it in the Highest terms. When rezd to the American Jewish

Conference it was hailed by Mr. Monsky in a public statement.
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Passage of the resolution in the House will depend on what we get from the
Senate. The Rules Committee is awaiting the action of the Senate Committee.

As far as the resolution in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee is concerned,
the status is as follows® Nearly three weeks ago, and before we had our final official
meeting of the Emergency Council, “enator Taft asked Mr. Connally for the privilege of
appearing before the Foreign Relations Cgmmittee. A date was set for the meeting.

I announced it at the last meeting of the Emergency Council. When it was learned

that Senator Wagner was out of -town, the meeting was postponed to accommodate him.

The meeting was held; Sen. Taft appeared and presented his case. He asked for
amendments — "as soon as practical" instead of "ultimately". There developed a very
friendly discussion. 4And then Sen. Connally announced that they had heard from the
State Dept. that they have certain objections. The objections were not stated. Some
of the Yenators said that-if the Stete Dept. has any eobjections....different from the
President's statement six weeks ago, lMr. Stettinius must come and tell them. Otherwise
they would insist on taking action. Th meeting deferred action to give the State
Dept. an opportunity to come in.  In the meantime “enetor Wagner and I called on Mr.
Stettinius, at 12:30 last Monday. In this interview, which 4 will report in greater
detail when we have our meeting, and also the telegram from Dr. Wise which Mr. St.

had on his desk, St. said that under no circumstances would he appear before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. At the meeting which took place lednesday last, St. did
not appear at first; and Sen. Comnally tried to force a delay by repeating that the
State Dept. was opposed. He was reminded that they would not proceed without Mr. St.'s
approval. They telephoned him and he came over. He made a stgtement which was so weak
that he himself wes embarrassed. He was asked why if the President was permitted to meake
his statement of six weeks ago, was the Committee not permitted to do os. He said the
President would make a statement. They said that unless he did they would act. So the
meeting was postp8ned until Friday, waiting for word from the President. The President

did not make a statement, nor did anybody in his right senses imagine that he would.

Nor did St. Appear; instead he sent a letter. I have not seen the letter. The letter,

like his personal statement, made no impression on the Senate Copmittee. It is 2
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mistake for you to imagine that the only people who are.ﬁ%fghis resolution are the
Republicans. The one who is pressingit most is “en. Wagner himself. He went into the
meeting Friday confident that he had the full vote. He hgd checked over the full
committee. At the meeting Vandenberg movecd an amendment. That was after your committee
came down and did all sorts of things. Unless you unders and the mood of the Committee
you will involve yourselves in bootless argument. That Committee is determined to act.
It is our job to see that they act t? our interest. Vandenberg's amendment was a bad
one; it eliminatéd reference to £he Jewish people and the Jewish Commonwealth. It did
retain what some of us thought was good: the reference to the 1922 resolution.

.That resolution was zdopted by a vote of 10-9. The ones who voted against it were
men like Wagner, Clark, lMurray, LaFaollette - all our friends who wanted to see our
resolution adopted. I was of course umhappy about that resolution and I went to see
Vandenberg und asked him why he-eliminated the word "Jewish". He said: _  "You have
the word "Jewish" too many times, — that was provocative. AWe thought that by softening
the wording it wéuld satisfy" the (objeetions of  the State Dept." He”thought we had. got
what we wanted. I told him that tﬁe resolution adopted by the House foreign Affairs
Committee '‘was the minimum. T€ said he thought we were making & mistaeke by pointing up
too much. I suggested "they" instead of"the people." He agreed. But I said I would
come back to him on it.

This resolution was voted on. It was only left to Vanderberg and Wagner to
polish up the'wording. That vote taken Friday is a vote of the Committee. V. said, out
of generosity, that it could be delayed untilMonday afternoon. But the Committee is
determined to go ahead.

I called Sen. Tuft yesterday. He agreed that the words "Jewish people" would be
better and he was getting in touch withV. I am now waiting to hear from them.

That being the case, if we get the resolution out of the Senate this afternoon,
and assuming that we cannot stop it (you can go to Connally, he voted with Vandenberg;

he will not stop it), unless you want to go to every Senator and tell them: no action.

They have been flooded this week with telegrams urging action. The American Jewish
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Conference, the American Federation of Lgbor, etc. sent them telegrams. Unless you go

now and tell them you do not want action. W%hat can you tell them? They know that the

President does not want actiop and they insist on going ahead. They heard the Secretary

of State, and they insist on proceeding. You will be kowtowing to the State Dept. How

can you take such a position vis-a-vis the Jewish public, the Zionist movement?

A ssuming that mistakes were made,.that I am a guilty person, (a fact that I do
not agree to and I will tell the wholestory when the meeting takes place — there has
been a lot of lying propaganda), but at this moment we are concerned with the Zionist
movement in America and our resolutions, not “ilver. Silvers come and go. I am not
tied to you and you are not tied to me. In my judgment it wili be a colossal stupidity.
If the Oenate Committee is prepared to come out endorsing a position which the
President took six weeks ago and you come out and tell them not to go.and do it.

The wise thing to doyif you wish to follow my<judgment (I think I speak as a
résponsible human being and & responsible Zioniaﬁ?,‘ié*t§‘do nothing. You are not
voting on these.resolutions. You have made your pp;ition élear to the State Dept.
that you are not pressing for the resolution. Youisent a delegation to the State
Dept. Your position should be that it is the Senate Committee which is pressing for
the resolution, which in fact is the truth. You stand by and see what happens. Any
other position then that ( I regretted that you went to the State Dept. because
I thought it a great blunder).... The State Dept. does not want the resolutions. They
are our bitter enemies. The reason we introduced them was to force them to change their
minds. Ten months ago th y were able skillfully to bring in the military. Today they
have no argument, as was proved by St. going to the “enate Committee and sending the
letter. Yo their last resort is to get the Zionists to withdraw their resolutions.

So the Zionists are falling into that trap.

At 2:30 this afternoon the Senate Committee goes into session. That Committee

will act. I hope that before then we can persuade Vandenberg and his friends to put

in the words "Jewish people." Even without that the resolution is a good one (with
the change "they" instead of"the people").

SR accept
Mir. Shulmen: Does Vandenberg speak for his group? Did Austin and others
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his recommendation?

Dr. Silver: Exactly. What does that resolution with the word "they" say now?

#hat will it mean to the people whom you wish to influence, to the Colonial Office and
the Arab world? Any peice of legislation that comes into a Congress does not come out
exactly as you put it in. The important thing is to get it so that the heart is left

in. What does that resolution say: Lt reaffirms the action of 1922. It proceeds to say
that that means the right of the Jewish people to reconstruct Palestine as a Commonwealth.
It asks for that "as soon as practical." it asks for free mmigration and full
opportunity for colonization. If the “enate of the U.S. is ready to go so far, have we
not a tremendous gain, a powerful weapon, for our pro@aganda? Remember there are two
resolutions. The one in the House retains the words "Jewish people."

You feel that you have a problem with the State Dept. und the President. I think
you have a grave problem-with the State Dept. and the.President, which has nothing to
with these resolutions. |

The letter from the Pres. to B.W. is a very disheartening one, which revealed, in
my humble judgment, a complete ignorance on the part of the Pres. éf the position in
Palestine and of his understanding of the entire problem in the Near East. I understand
there have been other communications which have come in which are more ominous.

On this I am.rather to stand or fall: Our position vis-a-vis the State Dept.
M_—/____’_____/
and the white House is not strengthened by our show of conciliation and subserviance.

e,
——————

Everybody will tell you the only way the Pres. ucts is when he is needled. Unless

you are prepared to take strong measures, mobilizing public opinion, through the

i, 3

press, etec. and focus that pressure an the Pres. and the White House, you will get

nowhere. It will be collapse if you say: The Preé, does not wish us to act...@What was

et s ——

got was gotten by force, and Dr. #ise, you know it. That statement on March 9th was
1
gotten by putting down a barrage on the W.H. The fact is that the Pres. is & far better%
|
politician than most of us know. When he heard from the public in March demanding

that the Pres. speak up, then the military stopped us. You, Dr. Wise, do not assume

that you got the statement of Oct. 15th because you are a friend of his. He_%iji_ii,.l

under pressure, knowing what the people wanted.
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Do not be manoevered into the position that if you do not offend the Pres. and
Steesolt is unrealistic, and we will be losing good friends, like La Follette, Murray,
etc. For 10 months we urged them to move. Now because the “tate Dept. expressed their
opposition (we stop, ourselves). The State Dept. will build up the kind of case as
reflected in the Pres.'s letter. That was the line used before, by the British
Intelligence, Hoskins, etc. You are falling into Hoskins' trap.

‘hink what a wonderful thing it will be if this resolution comes out. It will be
coming out after the elections. This is now the deliberate action after the elections.
Think of it, after the situation created by the Moyne incident, etc.

Whatever you want to do with ne, I beg you do not interfere with this great (act).
We should have these resolutions voted out as sweetly as want them. How will it look
to our constituency who have been asked to press for the resolution if they read that
the Pres. of the ZOA went £o the State Dept. and said: defer. Moreover, you will be
doing the President a disfavor, because it will be said tomorrow that it was the Pres.
who prevented the b'enate.i‘rom declaring themselves: for a 'Jewish Commonwealth. If ever,
the word "betrayer" and "double-crosser' will ne bandied about. If you think he is
embarrassed now, you can go to him and sweeten him uﬁ.

You will be having a few Senators this afternoon who will becoming out of the room.
If they come out and say to the press: ¥We have postponed action because the Zionists
of American do not want it because of the opposition of the....

Mr. Shulman: ©Sen. Wagner wants word from us by 12:30. I think I am correctly
stating the opinion of the committece that there is no intention of sending a delegation
to the “enate Coumittee. Ve are concerned with what are our chances of putting it
through Congress assuming that the wording is improved. The thing for us to appraise
is what are the chances of our putting the resolution through in the Senate. If
a proposal is made that will bring us back to the Vandenberg amendment. Rxxxiiixer

Dr. Silver: I made it clear to V. that unless it is in a revised form they should
not push it. That we do not want his unrevised formulation.

Mre Shulman; Everybody then agreed to the terms of a minimum resolution. It
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was also proposed this morning that an attempt be made to see whether there can be an
expression of opinion from him.

Dr. Silver: You are likely to get a better statement from St. after the resolution
is passed, not before. If you want to meke a scapegoat out of me and to have me go to
St. and say that I, on my own responsibiliity, did it, 1 will do so.

Mrs. Pool: I would not disregard that possibility.

Dr. Silver: If you want somebody to serve as & lightning rod, I am willing to
do it.

Mr. Shulman: That is not what was proposed, but what was, was that somebody see

St. and try to get a statement from him such as the following. (Mre Shulman read the
statement to be submitted to Mr. St. which he would be asked to send to Dr. Wise.)
Dr. Silvers Think some such statement should be obtained from St. after the
resolution is acted on.
Mr. Lipskys: Assuming that the resolution is gone through with and a majority of
the Committee reports it out, is there 'any assurance as to what might happen on the floor
of the Senate?
Up, silvers I have no answer to that. My own feeling is thatthey &ere willing
to do something good for the iéwish people. 1f there does not develop any sharp
cleavage and the two groups come to an agreement, it is likely that it will go through
in five minutes. In the House we know that Hamilton Fish intends to introduce &n

amendment to include the words "without involving our country in war."

Mrs. Halprins If we know that the Administration does not want the resolution

passed, do you assume that they will do nothing when it comes out on the Senzte
£1oor? If.so, how ‘much offect will that have?

Dr. Silver: I think very 1ittle. One or two (Senators will speak against 1t).

Mr. Shulmen: VYhat do we know of Hill's position (Hill was substituting for
the majority leader.)

Dp. Silvers Think it would be vise teo check up. (His card was seen and it was

indicated that he had stated to his constituents that he would vote for the bill and

would do everything in his power to have it passed) .
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Dr. Goldstein: Wish you would not dismiss without further consideration the

. suggestion that we discussed last night and this morning. Most of us felt that if we
could avoid defying the President it would be a help to us and not a hindrance and
therefore a statement from ©t. referring to the Pres.'s statement and referring to
th "will of the Jewish people" (should be sought). Some of us felt that it would be

something we could rescue out of this situation, and would be more than a resolution we

could get in defiance of the President. OSince it is the Pres. who is to get something
__\//_“——\____/h_
for us, and not the Senate, this will put the State Dept. on record. (then we coul
/ ————————————

work for a/EgEEgr resolution in the next Congress);

Dr. Silver: If these resolutions are not acted upon, please get out of your mind
\/ o TN o L m—— e =

the thought of getting & resolution in the next Congress. Th@re are not many changes

in the Foreign Relations Committee and the Foreign Affairs Committee. If you come back

in six weeks and ask them to take it up then, because the State Dept. now agrees, they

———————————eeeeee —

will think we_ggg»{gglish.
' Dr. Wise: What about the decision of the Emergency Council meeting of Saturday
night?

Dr. Silver: I feel that meeting was'illegal. I am familiar with the action.

Dr. Wise: Mosgja?:;:;;;;:;;?;;;—;‘i;g;l meeting.

Mr. Shulman: That action required the representatives of the Emergency
Council to state their decision to Senators WagneR and Connally. That was done.

Mrs. Pool: We were bound by a resolution at the last meeting at which you (were
present) and Dr. Wise presided, that we would not proceed without the green light.

Mr. Shulman: The subject of the decision of the??i?ﬁ%'now have to get into touch
with RW in ten minutes. He is waiting for suggestions as to the wording. He is
meeting with Vandenberg.

Dr. Silver; (®en. Wagner will move ahead).

. Mr. Shulman (continuing): He wants to know whether he should insist on holding

out for something more. Also whether if he cannot get & better resolution he should use

// that as a basis for delay.
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Dr, Silver: I can only give you the benefit of my contacts here, during the

} . last two weeks, when 1 saw everybody that should be seen. Uiy composite judgment is:

You have a definite understanding between Wagner and Vandenberg that the word "they" goes
in. We are now trying to get Van. to include "Jewish people." If they do no£ include

it or not, if Van. comes in and says Wiagner and he have agreed, the resolution will

pass overwhelmingly.

lr. Shulman: While we do not intend to send a delegation to (“enator Connally

| and Yen. Wagner.....
Dr. Wise: Proceeding with the resolution will be regarded as a violation of an
agreement we had with St. Dr. Silver said to St. we do not mean to press for the bill
] unless there is cleazrance. We said: We have com= to you to ask for clearance.
Dr. Silver: ¥We only said we would prefer to get a gfﬁfﬁ,}E§EE fgpm tﬂe Pres.

e e
None of us made such a -statement that we would not proceed without the green light.

: —/\__, e s —— S U e v

furthermore, I had a talk with St. afterwards, with Sen. Wagner, when I presented the
® e S DA Fo mpea

whole situation with regard to these bills and urged: him to speak to the Pres. He said

then: MYour case is unanswerable."  He had not known about the President's letter of
October 15th.
Dr. Goldmann: It is true that we did mot say in those words that unless we get
g R

the greet lizht we will not go shead. But you both told him that we do not want a

situation to repeat itself as in Miarch, and therefore before taking another move we would
liﬁ;—;E;‘E;—EE:;;:;;T;I;;;;;;;?—’QET said: I cannot give you an answer; I will take it
up with the President. The Pres. was then at Hyde Fark. He said that in a few days he
would inform Dr. Wise. He had the full right to infer that we would not proceed without
the green light from the President.

/

/ dAnto that and all the facts, dates, etc. «t another meeting.

Dr. Silver: This matter of the green light was taken out of our handss: I will go

. Dr. Goldstein: My interpre ation of a decision of the plenum Thursday night re

the two courses: 1) to vigorously op.ose passage of the resolution; and 2) not to press

one way or another, (is as follows: ....

I believe that under all the circumstances we ought now to make clear again, if it
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is necessary, to St. that we are not pressing for the resolution and te let it go at

‘ that. Perhaps it was not made clear emough Friday.

I want to urge Dr. Silver to give further consideration to the proposal of getiing
a statement from the Secretary of State which %ould be a commitment on his part, and which
we could explain to our Zionists and which they could understand. That would be a way,
on the one hand, of not antagonizing the President, and getting such (a statement....

Dr. 8ilver: Perhaps you can get both.

Mrs. Halprin: The motion at the plenum Saturday that the whole matter be left
to the Executive wus tabled. We came down to persuade you, Dx. Silver. Whather we
had to persuade you or press for deferment.

(It was) to serve three purposes: 1) to put us on record again with the State
Dept.; 2) it sought to at tack tle statements of St. andget him on record more
positively; 3) it was a way for us not to appear before the committee.

. 4 The statement is still under considération only. if we decide to press for
deferment.

Dr. Goldman: Agree we should concentrate on the merits of the case. Dr.

Wel mann was in the position for many years of having to yield to Governments and I

S =

on fighting because the Pres. and the State Dept. will not do anything unless they

F—_élé_EEEEEEQ; It would be foolish to say that this line of thinking is not correct.
e R T e
For‘a whole year we agreed our line should be pressure of public opinion. The
question is how far you can go. #s 1 said, if we did not have the President's Statement
of Oct. 15 (this might have been the right thing to do). When we introduced the
resolutionsiin Mafch one reason was to get an expression of opinion fromCongress; but
the more important oné%%§é£ the man whocarries out the policy would take = position.
I do not attach much importance to R's #darch statement, but on Oct. 15th he made the
‘ best Zionist statement in 20 years.
It is a question of evaluation. Dr. Silver thinks that by going on andpressing

against the wishes of the President and others, we will achieve more by lining up the
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Congress of the U.S. against the Pres. I beli ve this is a great political blunder,
because I do not think the pressure would be strong enough to make the President sit

down with Ch. and St. and negotiate for us. Knowing that the Pres. and not the Senate |
W

will be the negotiator( and I also deplore the colossal power of the three men), but in
W e ey

the next six months this situation will prevail (after that the small nations may assert
themselves.)

After we went to ®t. to ask, and he gave us hisreply, first gently and then in

a letter to BW,...By acting in this way 1 am afraid that we will antagonize the President
and that in the next few months when he will sit down with Ch. and St. he will be so

resentful against us that we have much less chance that he will press on Ch. The argument

that was brought forward that the Pres. is not a convinced supporter of ours, is an argument
in favor of my thesis. (I regard Ch. as a greater friend. He had been for 20 years, and

is generally a very firm man).; The President is vague about the whole matter. He is
friendly, but is not touched deeply. If I were coavinaéd ‘that he is a firm friend of

ours, the opposition in the Senate would not changé?him.

I would therefore  propose that because the President is weak in his opinion of

—

S

Zionism this action will make it worse. If we can get a commitment from St. in which
P gt

the State Dept. says that they will not gpose a resolution at another time, I say

————

that this would be more valuable than the resolutions.

S

Since Dr. Silver and others were here in Washington during the last two weeks,
working on wording, etc;%%he resolutions, this will do away with the effect of the
visit of the delegation to the State Uept. If we can get a statement like that to be made
public, that the State Dept. is for the line set down by the President (that would be a
good thing.)

Dr. Silver: 1) Draw your attention to the fuct that the resolution has been
voted out of the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

2) In spite of this statement that you may get (it is hardly possible

that you will get it before 2:%0 this afternoon), still the resolution will be acted

upon this afternoon.
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Mr. Shulman: Are we not agreed that mo further delegation is going to see “en.

‘ Wagner (can I tell himthat * I must get in touch with him at once); and 2) with respect

——g

1o
to the wording, is it agreed that we tell him to try/get in "the Jewish people" instead

—_—
of "they"?

It was agreed that lir. Shulman convey this to Sen. Wagner.

Dr. Silver: This statement that Mr. Shulman has just made is a logical position
to take with regard to RW. If Mr., Bhulman is not the proper one to do it, I will do it.
All T ask of this committee is not to interfere at this late moment with the passage
of tbe resolution. Give us the opportunity to work out the best kind of resolution.

Dr. Wise: (who was called to the telephone at this point): In the light of
the deciﬁipn of the plenum, I mu-t convey it to Mr. Stettinius.

Dr. Goldstein moved that we go to St. and convey the kind of statement that was
read by Mr. Shulman that we want deferment of action (and such a statement from him.)

Dr, Silver: There was no-‘action taken Saturday night to be committed...

If there is assent that we say we will do nothing to interfere with postp®nement
e e e —— =

= M—;A’,‘
of the passage of the resolution this-will destroy the resolution. If you ask 5t. for

thet kind of letter, he will say you will get a reply in ten days. What you are doing
will defeat the resolution. That will be a calamity. You should go to Stettinius if

& 7, ~ e
you think you have not made your position crystal clear that you had mothing to do with

pressing the resolution. You should also tell him: your appearance before the
Senate Committee was grossly misinterpreted and is likely to embarrass the President.
Therefore you think a letter is in order saying that when he (St.) appeared before the

Senate F.R. Committee there was no objection in merit, but because they felt it was

untimely. But I beg that we say nothing of deferment.

Dr. Goldstein: Your suggestion is contrary to what was intended when the

statemint was drafted.

Mr. Sezal:s What are the possibilities of Dr. Silver joining Dr. Wise in the
visit to Mr. Stettinius.

Dr. Silver: If §r._Wise wishes to go with me or anybody else to St. to say:

1) that the Zionists have not pressed for the resolution. We tried to protect the
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President in this thing. It is out of our hands; the pressure has come from the

Senate Committee and the country. Unfortunztely the appearance of Mr. St. before the

Senate Committee is subject %o misinterpretation. Therefore it is highly desirable that

he send a communication to Dr. Wise or anybody else stating that his position was not
an indication of a change in the attitude of the President, but merely as an expression
that it was not timely.

Mr. Greenbe g: If you feel you (Vr. Silve ) are in a position to appear before

the State Dept. to day and say: the Zionists did not press for the passage of this
resolution, not referring to deferment, that would be the best thing.

Dr. Silver: Yes. If Mr. Stettinius will ask me I will tell him exactly what
I did.

WOTION thut a delegation, consisting of Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein
go to see Mr. Stettinius.

Mr. Silver adjourned the meeting at 12:48

Mr. Boukstein protested that ‘the meeting was adjourned without giving him

an opportunity to speak.
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL ‘\*wm”’/}
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Monday, December 11, 1944

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency
Council was held Hondey morning, December 1llth, at 1720 - 16th Street, . V.,
Washington, D. C., Owing to delay in the arrival of Dr. Silver's train from Cleve-
land, the meeting began at 11330 instead of 8:30 as scheduled. Full record on file.

PRESENT

Dr, Silver (presiding), llaurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, lirs. Judith Epstein,
Leon Gellman, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chaim Greenberg, lirse Rose
Halprin, Rabbi llax Kirshblym, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Ieumann, lirs, Tamar Pool,
Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen S. Wise.

Dre. Nahum Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joseph.

Isracl Mereminski, Elihu D, Stone, Judge Bernard A, Roscnblatt, lirs. Denisec
Tourover, Zorach Warhaftigs

Arthur Lourie, Harold P. lManson, Harry L. Shapiro.

Dr, Silver .reported briefly on events to dates He urged that the wise thing
to do was to do nothing. The delegation had made clear on Fridsy the position that
the Council was not pressing for the resolution., The Senate Comhittee would act
that afternoon at 2:30. Senator Vandenberg had agreed to a change in the wording
of the Resolution end he hoped that further changes might still be obtained. He
urged that there be no interference at this stage. ‘

Reference was made to a discussion that had taken place earlier that morning,
before Dr, Silver's arrivel, and a statement was read vhich it was propcsed should
be submitted to lire Stettinius for his approval. In this connection, a telephone
call had been put through to lir. Stettinius with the object of obtaining an immediatc
appointment to see him.

Dr. Goldstein said that the statement would make it clear that the State
Department was not out of accord with the declaration of the President to the
Zionist Organization of America convention, and that having put the State Department
on record in this way we could work for a better Resolution in the next Congress.
Given this, we should not press for the Resolution.

In the course of the further discussion a televhone call came from Mre
Stettinius saying that he was prepared to see Dr. Wise at once. Dre. Silver again
urged that nothing be said to Mr, Stettinius about deferring the Resolution. All
they should do was to say that the Zionists had not pressed the Resolution and that
it was out of their hands; that the appearance of lir. Stettinius before the Senate
Committee in opposition to the Resolution was the subject of misinterpretation and
that it was highly desirable that he issuc a communication to Dr. Wise, or anyone
else, stating that his position did not indicatc a change of attitude on the part
of the President, but merely that an expression by the Scnate at present was not
timely. ) ¢ :



It was agreed that Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver, Dr. Goldstein and lir. Shulman should
go to see lir, Stettinius.

The meeting resumed in the late afternoon, when Dr, Silver reported on vhet
had happened at the Foreign Relations Committee. It was decided:

1) to send to lr. Stettinius without delay the text of the proposéd me ssage
from him to Dre Wise which had been discussed at the interview that morning;

2) that for the present no statement be issued to the press with reference
to the action of the Senate beyond a statement that we are withholding comment at
the moment pending further explanation.

It wes further decided to hold a meeting of the plenum Wednesday evening,
December 20th.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Dr. Silver said that he wished to correct
the erroneous impression that only the plenum could act on political matterss The
Council was a political body and everything that it did had a political characters
The plenum met normally only once a month. If a change was proposed whereby the
Executive Committee would not be entitled to make political decisions that could
be done, but he did not think it would be right. Dr. Goldstein suggested, however,
that it was for the plenum to decide on questions of major policys

A, L.
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¢ MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

PRESENT: Dr. Silver ( presiding): Maurice Boukstein, Philip Cruso, Mrs. Judith
Epstein, Rabbi Sold Gold, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max
Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Louis Segal, Hermen Shulman, Dr. Stephen
S, Wise.

Dr. Nehum Goldmann, Dr. Bernard Joseph, Israel Mereminsky, JudgeBernard
4, Rosenblatt, Elihu D. Stone, Mrs. Denise Tourover, Zorsch Warhaftig.

Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro.

Dr. Silver (who had just come from the Hill) reported on what had happened:

While the Committee was still discussing our resolution, Mr. Stettinius arrived.
He brought a personal appeal from FDR not to act on th resolution. He stated that if
favorable action were taken by the committee then the State Dept. would have to issue
an appeal to the Senate not to vote on it. He read reports sent in by the American
Legation in Cairo, where groups of 4Arabs presented an ultimatum in which they said they

. were prepared to discount pre-election statements but action by the Congress of the
U.S. is something else and now they are likely to take action.

You can imagine what effect that had on the Committee. The State Dept. will
issue a statement assuming full responsibility for the action of the Foreign Relations
Committee.

The emazing thing is that after the appearance of Mr. Stettinius and after he
made this statement, the vote to postpone action for this session was 11-8. 8 Senators
still insisted on taking favorable action. About the 11 —- there were two proxies,
one for OSenator Glass and one that was manipulated by Tunnell, who had previously

 ———
given his proxy to Wagner._Thomas left the room so as not to vote: Gillette asked
. _——

D e

to be recorded as not voting.
The vote was to postpone for this session. There was a previous vote taken,
as I understand it, on a suggestion (on that I am not very clear) that a sub-

. committee be appointed to meet with the State Dept. to work out a formula that would

~ be acceptable to the For. Relations Comm. and the Senate. This was opposed by a
§
! zroup of our friends and by some who were favorable to postponement.

Ao i ‘
A
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Mr. Manson went to the State Department to get & copy of the letter issued by
the Dept. taking responsibility for the postponement. They wanted it to be known that
it was they, of their own free will, that action was postponed.
I would draw your attention to the fact that when we saw Mr. Stettinius at
1 o'clock he said nothing about having to speak to the President.
It is a little too early, under the impact of what has happened, to evaluate
what has happened, re the kind of public statement that we should issue, that
will depend on what kind of statement has been issued by Mr. Stettinius.
One good thing out of the situation is that we kept our own skirts cléan and
that we did not commit the colossal mistake today of asking the Senate to defer
action. We pushed our‘ resolutions as our peoplw wanted us to. The State Dept.
assumes responsibility. Let the public judge. We will not be blamed... To that extent
I am appreciative that after the sStormy session this morning there evolved & solution.
It is all to the good‘thét the failure to act is not the fault of Congress.
The House did act; and the Foreign Relations Committee; which met four times and each
time wanted to act. The Secretary of State appeared twice in person and thethird
time sent an ofﬁ;gial communication,'and the interest in our case is so strong that four
times the Senateywanted to act. It is a sense of satisfaction to know that we were not
defeated in Congress, that it was a dicium from higher wp that forced them to force a
delay. It puts the responsibility publicly at the door of the State Dept. and it is a
responsibility on which we will be able to capitalize later.
Pressure wés also put on the Rules Committee of the House. St. made a
telephonic call on Cong. Sabath. p
The statement that Settinius (is to make public) is to the effect that the %/“b;
President is friendly to the Jews, as evidenced by the fact that he created the War V

Refugee Board, but the time is untimely because of the intermetional situation. He

promised that within an hour of receiving our statement, he will send it to the

President. The statement he is issuing is the position of the State Dept. The other

statement will be & supplementary statement.
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statement will be a supplementary statement. ;

St. said that the statement which he is ﬂssuing now was approved by the
President (when the session of the ©Senate Committee broke up Sen. Connally told
the reporters to go to the State Dept. to get copies of their statment.)

St. said he was going to issue another satement than the one he sent to the
For. Relations Committee.

Rep. Sabath was called away to Illinois, so as not to act.

The situation is that the President does not want the resclutions. Our

//State Dept. is willing to have difficulties with England over Greece, but not over

Palestine.

We know now rather more clearly where we stand. We ought to take stock of
our position. If we have lost any illusions it ought to help us in our work for the
future.

Mr. Shulman: The first thing to consider is whether we should issue any
statement. I think it would be a mistake to issue any statement on the State Dept.
statement until we get the other statement. Since it is a matter of a few days, it would
be the part of wisdom to wait until we got the other statement.

Dr., Silver: St. said he would get into touch with the Pres. within an hour.

St. himself thinks favorable of it. I rather think that we eught to draft that
statement this evening and put it in the mail so that it reaches him tomorrow morning.

Mr. Shulmen: Dr. Wise is redrafting it on the train this afternoon. We ought

to give him the benefit of our changes. If he gets it tomorrow morning it will be
the same thing.

At this point Mr. Manson arrived with a copy of the statement issued by the
State Department which Dr. Silver read to the meeting:
2 "The department has the utmost sympathy for the persecuted Jewish people
"of Europe and has been assisting them through active support of the work of the War

Refugee Board in every possible way.

"The department considers, however, that the passage of the resolution at thé

present time would be wnwise from the standpoint of the general international situation
and has so infommed the Committee en Foreign Relations."
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IE ACCORLANCE SITH OUR CORVERSATION OF YISIURDAY THY SUSGESTED STATSNERT FROM YOU TO #8
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RESOLUTION SHOULD B3 DEFRRAYD FOR THS TIME BEING BUP I ¥ISH 70 ASSURS YOU THA? THIS
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ACCORD #ITE THE POLICY ANROUECED BY TH® PRESIDERT O OCTOBER FIFTUZNTH IN HIS STAT WD
TO THE ZIOEIST ORGANIZATIOR OF AWRICA THROUGH SENATOR WAGEER., S THR PRE&!&TI‘! HalBE

(continuved on next page)
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ANMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
«“342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chalrmen of Local Emergency Committees Date December 12, 1944

From  marry 1, Shapiro

By this time you have learned through the press of the dggision of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations to defer action on the Palestine resolution, so
far as this session of Congress is concerned., This decision was taken at the
insistent request of the State Department.

We feel that you should have fuller information on the events which transpired
in Washington, As you will recall, the first intimation that favorable action
might be taken on the Palestine resolutions cam® early in October when Secretary
of War Stimson, through a letter to Senator Taft, lifted the ban on behalf of
the War Department, This was promptly followed by Congressmon Bloom's public
announcement that he would convene a meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee

of the House on November 15th in order to take action on the resolution, His
announcement stimulated our friends in the Senate to move in & similar direction.
A number of public declarations in support of the Zionist program followed
immediately, the most notable of which was the historic declaration of President
Roosevelt on October 15th, This pronouncement constituted a complete and une-
quivocal endorsement of Zionist aims and a forthright pledge to help bring

about their realization. ‘In conveying the President's statement to the Con-
vention of the Zionist Organization of America, Senator Wagner stated that

this clears the way for the passage of the Palestine resolution,.

The Foreign Affairs Committee of the House took favorable action on November
30th and the resolution went to the Rules Committee, with Congressmen Bloom
and Wright urging swift and favorable action. Even before this favorable
action by the House Committee, the Senate Committee, at one of its meetings,
proceeded to consider the Palestine resolution, To the best of our knowledge,
Senator Connally, chairman, stated that there was some objection on the part
of the State Department, This occasioned surprise in view of all that had
taken place, and particularly in view of the President's declaration of
October 15thes The reaction in the Senate Committee was that it would be neces-
sary for the Secretary of State to appear in person and explain the Department's
position, Accordingly, a few days later —- on December 6th -=- Secretary
Stettinius made a personal appearance before the Senate Committee to urge
deferment of action. It would seem that his statement did not present con-
vineing ground for deferment of action to the satisfaction of the Committee,
but that on the contrary, the Committee decided to consider the resolution
again at a third executive session which was set for Friday, December 8ths

At this meeting the State Department repeated its objection in the form of

a written statement, which again apparently failed to convince thé majority

of the Committee. A proposal was made to table the resolution, but this
proposal was defeated and the Committee proceeded to consider the wording

of the resolution. Varliations on the original text were suggested, and one
version by Benator Vandenberg was tentatively adopted. ¥t was decided to hold
off final action on this version, with the understanding that there would be
conference between Senators Wagner and Vandenberg on the final wording which
was to be voted on at a fourth meeting, set for !Monday, December 1llth,
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By Monday afternoon the text of a resolution, agreeable to both Senators
and satisfactory from our standpoint, was submitted to the Committee with
every prospect of affirmative action being taken. While the Committee wes
deliberating, Secretary Stettinius appeared once more, accompanied by an
alde, and fur the third time urgently pressed the Committee to defer action
at the request of the President.

Subjected to such repeated pressure, and without an opportunity for any
representative of the Zionist movement to appear, it was inevitable that

the Committee would weaken, But it is instructive to note that it yielded
only on the understanding that the State Department assume full responsibility
for deferment, The final vote, according to our information, was 11 to 8

As part of the same situation, the resolution already approved by the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the House had been tied up in the House Rules Committee,
likewise at the insistence of the State Department.

As you have undoubtedly read, Secretary Stettinius issued a brief public
statement to explain the stand taken by the Department because of "the
general international situation." In addition to the formal statement
issued in the name of the Department, a press relations officer of the
Department furnished newspapermen with so-called "background material" on
the Palestine guestion which limited itself to the activities of Jewish
terrorists and the difficulties facing British officials.

There are many additional facts and other phases of the situation that can~
not be included in this memorandum, which gives only a bare outline., When
we first learned that the Executive Branch of the Government was again averse,
as it had been early this year, to the passage of any pro-Zionist resolu-
tions in Congress, prompt steps were taken to eclarify the situation and to
induce the Administration to withdraw its objections. In view of all that
had happened -- the inclusion of the Palestine planks in the Republican and
Democratic platforms, the 1lifting of the military ban on the resolutions,
and the October 15th declaration of the President himself -~ it seemed
incredible that the Administration should take a position so radicelly
inconsistent with the President's pronouncement, and persist in opposing
the Congressional resolution with all the power at its command. According-
ly, prompt steps were taken to remove such misunderstandings and objections
that seemed to exist. Approaches were made both to the President and to
the Secretary of State. These efforts were met by counter-efforts on the
part of the Administration to induce the Zionist leadership to request
deferment of action on the resolution., It was actually .suggested to
Zionist leaders that they approach Congressional leaders with this reqgueste
Fortunately, better counsel prevailed.

It was an impossible position in which to place the Zionist leadership, in
view of the history of the resolution - the repeated commitments, the
tremendous campaign carried on throughout the country, and all that was

at stake. Renewed pledges to pass the resolution had been secured from
Congressmen ané Senators only a few weeks ago, and they were being pressed
by you and other constituents to act. They felt morally bound to honor
their pledges. Clearly, the Zionist leaders could not assume the role of
lobbyists against the resolution which was designed to further the achieve-
ment 'of Zionist aims. Moreover, action had already been initiated by our
friends in Congress who were resolved to go forward, and once they initiated
action, it was essential that they be guided and encouraged.
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We should be heartened by the fact that again it has been demonstrated that
Congress is with us. Both Committees in the House and Senate were anxious

to act positively, and many of our friends are determined to introduce a
Palestine resolution when Congress re-convenes after the first of the year.
In the Senate Committee a stubborn and gallant fight was waged in our behalf,
and resistance was offered to the mounting pressure of the State Department
to the very lasts This augurs well for any future situation in which the aid
of Congress may be required and this has served notice on the Executive Branch
of our Government that our movement has powerful friends in Congress who will
zealously watch over the interests of the Jewish people when final decisions
are madce

Cur battle is far from over, and the fight we have waged to date has been a
good ones We are confident that the Zionists of America, who during the past
year have breathed new life and vitality into our movement, will not allow
this setback to dissuade them from continuing to shoulder the sacred responsi-
bility which is ours. The fight for the reconstitution of Palestine as a free
and democratis Jewisk Commonwealth goes onl

HLS:MBP



December 12, 1944

The Hounorable Edward R. Stettinius
The Department of State
Washingbon, D. Cs

iy dear lMr. Secretary:

I am enclosing herewith The draft of the statement
which we discussed yesterday morning and copy of which you
requasted at the earliest moment, You were to receive this
copy from Dr, ¥ise by telegram from New York, Your secretary
informed me that you have no%t yebt received it and I am, thoreoe
fore, dispatehing it to you by messengers

I believe, Mr. Secrstary, that the issuance of this
statement prowptly to the publie will help to allay some of
the misgivings and resentments which have already made their
way into the public press, The Jewish press particularly is
reacting bitterly snd violently to the intervention of the
State Department in the situation, and the President's position
is being laid open %o grave misinterpretation in view of his
public pronouncement on October 15th,

Should you wish to reach me, I shall be at the Willard
Hotel until this eveninge With ell good wishes, permit me to
remein,

Very sincerely yours,




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 Madison Avenue
New York 17, N. Y.

December 12, 1944

American Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avenue
New York 17, N, Y.

Pear Friends:

I cannot remain Chairman of s body one of the leading
officers of which has, in a matter of supreme import-
ance, deliberately and persistently contravened the
decisicns of the Plenary Council, with the resultant
burt which has thereby been inflicted upon our sacred
cauee,

I herewith tender my resignation as Chairman of the
Emergency Council, and agk you to present this letter
to the Council at its next meeting.

Faithfully yours,

sswieh (signed) Stephen S, Wise
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1943, at 4:00 P.M,
AT THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL
41 East 42nd Street, New York City,17.
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PRESENT: Stephen S, Wise,presiding; Abraham H, Cohen, Sol Cohen, Joshua S,
Epstein, Mendel N, Fisher, David Freiberger, Abraham Goodman,
Samuel Markewich, Abraham Mazer, Irving Miller, Mrs, David de Sola
Pool, Herman Zvi Quittman, Sol Reiter, Louis Rimsky, Bernard A,
Rosenblatt, Charles J, Rosenbloom, Mrs, Dvora Rothbard, Morris
Rothenberg, Israel Sachs, Louis Sachs, Louis Segal, Abba Hillel
Silver, Robert Silverman, Rudolph G, Sonneborn, Sigmund Thau,
Abraham Uslander, Harold M, Weinberg,

Samuel Blitz, Baruch Braunstein, Mrs, Israel Goldstein, Mrs., David
Greenberg, Henry Montor, Martin Rosenbluth, Alex Rothenberg,
Meyer Steinglass and Herman P, Taubman,

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meeting of the Administrative Committee,
October 4, 1943 were approved as circulated,

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDEPATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS

Mr, Silverman presented to the meeting a communication from H,L, Lurie
offering the help of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, if
found necessary, in the negotiations for the 1944 United Jewish Appeal campaign,
(Appendix A)

The letter was ordered placed on file,

UNION REQUESTS

Mr, Silverman presented two communications under date of November 26,
1943 from Mildred Naum of the United Office and Professional Workers of America:

(1) W¥ith regard to safeguarding the seniority rights of employees of
the United Palestine Apreal who have been temporarily transferred to the
American Zionist Zmergency Council,

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted that the seniority rights of
employees of the United Palestine Appeal who have been transferred to the
Emergency Council should be maintained,

(2) With regard to the negotiations for the 1944 agreement,

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted that the officers of the
UFPA be authorized to negotiate a contract for 1944 with the Union,
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AUTHORIZATION FOR OPENING NEW BANK ACCOUNT

The following resolution authorizing the opening of a new bank account
at the Manufacturers Trust Company was read and approved:

"RESOLVED that the United Palestine Apveal is hereby authorized
to open and from time to time reconcile an account or accounts
for and in the name of the UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL for the
vear 1944 with the Manufacturers Trust Company, 43rd Street
and Fifth Avenue, New York, and from time to time to deposit
the funds of the United Palestine Appeal therein, the same
to be subject to withdrawal by check, drafts or orders, wvhen
signed by any two of the following officers:

"Abba Hillel Silver, Charles J, Rosenbloom, Abraham Liebovitz,
Jacob Sincoff, Israel Goldstein, Louis Lipsky, Abraham Goodman,
Abraham Mazer, Morris Weinberg, Sigmund Thau, The said bank may
rely upon the authority herein conferred upon said designated
persons until delivery to it of a certified copy of a resolution
of this Committee revoking or modifying the same, and that
such authority shall include checks drawn to the order of any
said persons,"

REPORT ON 1944 UNITED JEWISH APPEAL

Dr, Silver described the prolonged negotiations between the J,D.C,
and U,P,A, for the continuation of the United Jewish Appeal in 1944, He re-
vorted that there was a general desire for the continuation of a united effort,
The principal difficulty in the negotiations centered on the subject of
traditional collections of the Jewish National Fund,

The J,D,C., point of view was that when the United Jewish Appeal was
first formed, the traditional collections of the JNF amounted to a relatively
small sum and that the J,D.C, was prepared to agree to its exclusion from the
Uod sl But since that time, the JNF collections had risen to a substantial
amount, Resistance of the J,D.C, has increased, During the past few years it
has made increasingly more determined representations against the traditional
JNF funds, which in 1943 amounted to some $1,000,000, A special source of
irritation has been the large functions presented by the JNF in local communi-
ties which have been regarded by some as full-scale campaigns not in accordance
with the basic agreement,

The J,D,.C, has been maihtaining that all the JNF traditional collections
should be thrown into the common pool of the U,J,A, This argument was the
subject of discussion for many long hours, Dr, Goldstein had spent four hours
on that very subject in a conference with the J,D,C. He then referred to
negotiations that had been held that very morning with Mr, Fisher of the JNF
nresent to give an outline and a description of the traditional collections,

The final proposition that was made with an eye to saving the JNF
traditional collection organization in America and to permitting it to carry
on in what have always been regarded as legitimate ways was as follows:

An initial distribution between the three organizations of $15,000, 000,
of which $1,000,000 is to go to the NRS, in contrast with $1,500,000 of the
year before; of the remaining $14,000,000 the J,D.C, would be allotted
$8,640,000 and the U,P,A, $5,360,000,
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A question has been raised as to what will happen to sums above
$1,100,000 raised by the JNF, since the JDC has insisted on that as a
ceiling, That question is still to be disposed of,

Any amounts above $15,000,000 would go to an Allocations Committee,
o definite word of acceptance had come from the JDC, but he believed that the
proposal would be accepted,

Mr, Sonneborn referred to a newspaper statement issued by the J,D.C,
with regard to a proposed budget for the year of $17,000,000, He asked about
the source of additional income for the JDC above the amount it receives from
the United Jewish Appeal, Dr, Silver explained that this was a budget of
needs and not a statement of expenditures,

In response to Judge Rothenberg's query as to whether the proposition
made to the J,D.C. would place no restrictions on JNF traditional collections
up to $1,100,000, Dr, Silver reported that the J.D.C. is insisting uoon the
apnointment of a control committee made up of two representatives of the J,D,C,,
two of the U,P,A, and a fifth to be selected by these four, The task of this
committee would be to see to it that conflicts which have arisen will not arise
in the future with reference to JNF activities especially in the launching of
efforts at the time when UJA campaigns are under way,

Dr, Silver, in responee to inquiries, suggested that there should be
an avoidance of such affairs as public banquets and large-scale meetings which
take on the character of a campaign because those enterprises irritate not
only a few people in the JDC, but many friends all over the country,

Mr, Fisher expressed his deep sense of appreciation to Dr, Silver and
to all the representatives of the UPA for handling the negotiations in a
splendid manner, The proposal to which Dr, Silver referred had been placed
before the Administrative Committee of the JNF which had made only one request:
that the matter of a ceiling be eliminated if possible, Mr, Fisher said that
the proposal sounded very satisfactory to him and was logical. He was in favor
of aporoving the report of the committee,

Rabbi Miller inquired whether the J,D.C. includes in the U.J,A, pool all
the contributions it receives from outside the United States, Dr, Silver re-
plied that it does not and pointed out that insofar as Palestine funds are
concerned, the UPA deals only with income raised in the United States.

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted that the report on
negotiations for 1944 presented by Dr, Silver be unanimously adopted and
approved with an expression of deep appreciation to him for his service,

FINANCIAL REPORTS

Mr, Rosenbloom presented reports on the financial status of the UPA
as of Decemher 14, 1943 (Appendix B) and of the U,J.A, as of December 15, 1943
(Appendix C), The reports were accepted as read,

Judge Rothenberg expressed gratification over the results of the 1943
campaign, the UPA having received a very substantial amount - some $2,500,000
more than last year, He thanked the UPA representatives on the Allotment
Committee, headed by Dr, Silver, and the members of the staff, headed by Mr,
Montor, for the excellent manner in which the campaign had been conducted,
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It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that record be made of
the deep appreciation of the United Palestine Appeal to Dr, Silver and
Charles J, Rosenbloom on the Allotment Committee and to the members of the
staff under Mr. Montor for their efforts in the past year,

YOUTH ALIYAH COMMITTEE

A report on the negotiations conducted by the sub-committee of the UPA
with the sub-committee of Hadassah on the question of Youth Aliyah was presented
by Mr. Sonneborn, He referred to the multiplicity of campaigns based on youth
immigration into Palestine, His committee had been animated by the desire to
establish an instrumentality to coordinate the appeals under the aegis of an
advisory committee, He pointed out that Youth Aliyah during its years of exist-
ence had brought over 10,000 children to Palestine and that the Hadassah under
a UPA franchise had been responsible for the work in the United States, More
recently, other organizations have come into the field, In some communities
there have been three and sometimes as many as five campaigns on the basis of
child immigration into Palestine, all appealing to the same community,

Mr, Sonneborn then read the draft of an agreement which had been arrived
at between the UPA and Hadassah (Appendix D),

Mrs, Rothbard observed that exactly the same report had been presented
at the last meeting of the Administrative Committee of the UPA, She asked why
the other organizations working in this field had not been invited to join
in the formulation of the agreement, She felt that the resolution should be
sent back and that the other organizations should be invited in to help
formulate the agreement, The Pioneer Women had gone on record as being ready
to send its money to the Jewish Agency which it had been doing, She felt that
as the resolution now reads it is not acceptable, because it makes only the
UPA and Hadassah partners and disregards all other organizations,

Mr, Sonneborn pointed out that the Jewish Agency has assumed an over-—
all obligation to cover the immigration certificates, The UPA is the fund-
raising agency in this country of the Jewish Agency and therefore it has the
primary responsibility in facing the total problem, His committee had sug-
gested the formation of an Advisory Committee to include all agencies dealing
with child immigration, If that plan is acceptable, it will be the duty of
the Chairman to appoint four representatives of the UPA to serve on that
Advisory Committee,

Mrs, Pool recalled the history of child immigration work, She said
that up to the present time Hadassah had been the sole agency for Youth
Aliyah, However, Hadassah recognized that with the change in conditions,
there will be immigration in much larger numbers, and only for that reason
does it envisage a different setup, Therefore, with the United Palestine
Appeal, it is setting up this coordinating committee, inviting the other
organizations to join, Hadassah does not want to do more than one organization
should do, So long as the work comes within the framework in which Hadassah
can meet its responsibility, it is against the public interest to have a
multiplicity of appeals, which confuse the public and endanger the cause, She
therefore urged that the agreement as read be accepted by the United Palestine
Appeal, She felt that the supporting agencies that want to work, should be
given an opportunity within a well ordered program, just as Hadassah accepts
the discipline of the Keren Hayesod, Jewish National Fund, etc, She said
that the Jewish Agency has recognized their position, as has also the UPA,
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Mrs, Israel Goldstein asked whether Hadassah is a part of the United
Palestine Appeal or whether it is an equal partner, She felt that Hadassah is
a constituent part of the United Palestine Appeal just as any of the other
organizations are, and therefore she did not feel that a resolution, already
drawn up, should be presented without the help of the other organizations,

She admitted that the public was confused, but she believed that this confusion
stemmed from the fact that Hadassah continually told the puhlic that it was

the sole agency for child immigration. Naturally then, when other organizations
asked for funds, the public was confused, Referring to Mr, Sonneborn's remark
that Youth Aliyah was a part of Hadassah, Mrs, Goldstein said that this was
confusing, as Hadassah is a part of Youth Aliyah, Hadassah has a Youth Aliyah
Committee in this country, but Hadassah is a part of the whole international
movement called Youth Aliyah, and that the 10,000 children brought into
Palestine were brought in by the whole Youth Aliyah all over the world, She
felt that a coordinating committee should be formed by the United Palestine
Appeal, of which each organization interested should be a part.

Mr, Montor said that in 1935 the Jewish Agency entrusted to the United
Palestine Appeal the sole and exclusive right to determine how funds for Youth
Aliyah should be raised in the United States, The leaders of the UPA at that
time turned over to Hadassah the franchise that it had, and Hadassah exercised
that franchise under the United Palestine Appeal, The United Palestine Appeal,
however, does have the responsibility, and has it only because it is the fund-
raising instrument for the Keren Hayesod, and that is how it derives its
relationship to the Jewish Agency., The United Palestine Appeal has two things
to determine: (a) how to distribute that franchise and (b) how to preserve the
interest of the Jewish Agency and of Youth Aliyah in this country., EHe felt
that the United Palestine Appeal, as the major body, had the right to take
such action as seems warranted to protect itself and the name of Palestine,
which had not been done by the appeals that have been made, He pointed out
that Hadassah is not a constituent of the United Palestine Appeal, but is an
entirely separate fund-raising organization which does not remit its funds
through the UPA, and the UPA does not claim the funds. It is merely because
the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth have the support of all elements of the
Zionist movement that Hadassah and others are represented on the Board of
the UPA, The UPA could have taken this position: that it ride roughshod over
everybody to protect the Jewish Agency and the good name of Palestine, It
did not do that because it recognized that for the period of eight years
Hadassah had been the sole fund-raising agency in the United States which had
the only charter from the only recognized body to raise funds for Youth Aliyah,
The UPA therefore approached Hadassah to arrive at some understanding, Mr,
Montor emphasized that in taking this action it is very likely that the UPA
is yielding the legal rights which it acquired in 1935 from the Jewish Agency,
but he felt that that was a risk well worthwhile taking in view of the greater
achievement of a coordinated fund--raising effort, He urged that the United
Palestine Appeal accept the recommendation presented by Mr., Sonneborn as a
means of safeguarding youth immigration, He also said that, in accordance
with a cable of December 4, 1943 addressed to the United Palestine Appeal by
Henrietta Szold, Eliezer Kaplan and Georg Landauer, Hadassah could, if it
wished, completely ignore the United Palestine Appeal.

Mr, Taubman expressed agreement with Mrs, Goldstein,

Mrs, Greenberg felt that the UPA and Hadassah had a certain right to
parity —— the UPA because of its ztewardship of fund-raising, and Hadass2h
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because/$4,000,000 :which it had raised, and the fact that it had carried 80%
of the Youth Aliyah budget could not be ignored,

Mr, Segal felt that the only problem involved was to eliminate the fear
of the other organizations that they may be prohibited from raising funds, He
did not think that anyone was interested in stopning any organization from carry-
ing on campaigns in a legitimate way,

Judge Rothenberg did not agree entirely with Mr, Segal's thought that all
we are interested in is to have everyone who can render serviece to Palestine,
render it, We are also interested in having some form of discipline, He did not
Imow whether the other bodies had the right to go out to raise money for Youth
Aliyah, but certainly, he felt, there can be no question about. the fact that
Hadassah is the authorized body for collecting money in America, No one wanted
$o stop the other organizations, but when it came to the point where the public
mind was being confused, the United Palestine Appeal thought it was necessary
for something to be done, Apparently what is resented, Judge Rothenberg said,
is the fact that an advisory committee has been set up without the cooperation
of the other organizations and that the revresentation is 4 for the UPA, 4 for
Hadassah, and one each for the other organizations, He, therefore, suggested,
that, since time was not pressing, the committee should not be discharged and
that it should call together representatives from all the bodies and discuss
the matter further,

Motion was made and carried tha$ the present committee be continued and
that representatives of all organizations raising funds for child immigration
be invited to join in the discussions.

NATTIOVAL COUNCIL MEZTING IN NEW YORK

Mr, Silverman advised that the United Palestine Apveal representatives
on the United Jewish Appeal felt that it is important that a meeting of the
Jational Council of the United Palestine Apvweal be held in New York, similar
to that held last year at the Biltmore Hotel, It is suggested that this meeting
include a session for the Council of Palestine Organizations, This body has
been somewhat neglected and it is felt, Mr, Silverman stated, that this would be
a good ovportunity to revive it, since it has talen very intensive action with
regard to the protest against the White Paper and in favor of a Jewish Common-
wealth in Palestine, Mr, Silverman said that it is planned to have an all-day
session, with a dinner in the evening, to be held on January 30, with Senator
Alven ¥, Barkley as the main speaker,

After a discussion, it was the consensus that this meeting of the
National Council of the United Palestine Appeal should be held, and the
organization should proceed to build up the finest kind of meeting Dossible.

CINCINITATI CONFEERENCE OF THZ UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL

Mr., Silverman advised that a U,P,A, Regional Conference, embracing Chiq,
Kentucky, Indiana, West Virginia and Tennessee was scheduled to be held in
Cincinnati on January 9, 1944, This was amproved,

TJA_$300,000 ALLOCATIOF TO JEWISE AGENCY

Dr. Silver referred to the 3300,000 allocation made to the United
Palestine Apneal by the Allotment Committee of the United Jewish Appeal, This
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money was specifically earmarked for the purpose of wiping out the deficit of
the Jewish Agency dating back to 1939 which amounted to about 3290,000, Dr.
Silver advised that actually the Allotment Committee cannot directly allocate
money to the Jewish Agency; it can allocate it only to the United Palestine
Appezl, and the latter is bound by its contractual agreement as between the
Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, However, the United Palestine Appeal
accented the $300,000 with the instructions of the Allotment Committee, and
the matter should be adjusted as between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth,
and whatever arrangements they arrive at will be satisfactory, The records
mist show, however, that the money has gone to the Jewish Agency to meet theat
specific obligation,

Mr, Goodman expressed surprise that this matter should have reached the
agenda of the United Palestine Appeal, as he was under the impression that the
money belonged to the Jewish Agency and that there was no question of dividing
it between the two funds, He said that he had spoken to Dr, Goldstein on
the matter and that the latter was of the same opinion., Since there is a
auestion, Mr, Goodman suggested that a committee should be appointed of the
Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, and if they cannot straighten it out, an
impartial person should decide it,

Judge Rosenblatt felt that it was not a question for the Joint Committee,
because that would create a 50-50 opinion, and he referred to a precedent when
the United Palestine Appeal accepted money for Palestine from the JDC for a
special purpose,

Dr, Silver said that the UPA representatives did not ask for the money,
It was a suggestion of the Allotment Committee, ;

Mr, Montor agreed with Dr, Silver, He felt that the Keren Hayesod
should be the first to question the wisdom of accepting this specific allocation,
as, once the right of the Allotment Committee to determine how funds are to be
distributed within the organization is accepted, there might be repercussions
in the future,

It was agreed that the question of the $300,000 allocation to the
Jewish Agency be handled between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth,

1944 UPA ORGANIZATION

Dr, Silver said that the agreement between the Keren Hayesod and Keren
Kayemeth as regards the UPA setup for 1944 should have been c ompleted by now,
In this connection he said:

"I ghould like to request of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth to
relieve me of the responsibility of the chairmanship as of the first of 1944,
I have now served in this capacity for a number of years and I would be most
happy to continue but for the fact which is known to you: that I have accepted
some very heavy and serious responsibilities in connection with fthe political
work of our movement, which responsibilities take up a great deal of my time
and my energy; and I am not in position frankly to carry both important tasks,
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There are some splendid people who can step in and carry on the work of the
United Palestine Appeal, The setup for 1944 is practically completed as far

as negotiations are concerned, The machinery is here and has been built up
very competently over quite a number of years, and I velieve that it ought not
be difficult to get someone of standing and character and reputation in this
country to head the work, And so I should like to pass that thought on to the
Joint Committee of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth who are to select their
official family for the coming year, I should like the privilege of remain—
ing a member of the Administrative Committee of the United Palestine Appeal,
and I will do all I can to help with the work",

NATIONAT CONFERENCE OF UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL

In response to an inguiry by Mr, Segal as to whether it is planned to
hold a National Conference this year, Dr, Silver said that such a Conference
would be held, but that it was not planned as yet. He mentioned that the
National Council meeting in January has always been a sort of preview of the
National Conference later on,

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 5:15 P.M.
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COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS
AND WELFARE FUNDS
C 165 West 46th Street
0 New York City

November 10, 1943

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman
United Jewish Appeal

E, 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

The Board of Directors of our Council held a meeting in Pittsburgh on
November 6th and 7th. One of the subjects considered was the United Jewish
Appeal and the desirability of a renewal of the UJA for 1944,

We understand that negotiations are going on for a renewal of your annual
agreement and the Council is cognizant of the great interest of our member
agencies in this program for joint fund-raising for overseas and refugee work
which has been continued from year to year since 1939, If during the processes
of negotiation the help of the Council, representing the Jewish welfare funds
of the country, would be of assistance, our president, Sidney Hollander, is
authorized to appoint a committee to represent the Council,

We will take no further action until we receive word from you that our
interest and participation in your negotiations is indicated.

You will also be interested to know that the General Assembly of the Council
will be held from February 4th to 7th, 1944, in Pittsburgh. Monday, February 7th,
is available for meetings of interest to our membership which may be arranged by
the major overseas and national agencies. If you have any desire to plan for
such a meeting, please let us know at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely yours,

e &y Iarie
Executive Director

Same letter to: Mr, Rosenwald
Rabbi Wise
cct Mr, Montor




i UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL

Appendix é?

DECEMBIR 14, 1943

Bank Balance as of January 1, 1943 $ 56,942.39
INCOME:
United Palestine Appeal - 1943 (Bequests $4,175.51
Jewish National Fund - 1943 (thru Sept.) 771 ,369.58
United Jewish Appeal - 1943 3,390,000.00
United Jewish Appeal - 1942 1,711,000.00
United Jewish Appeal - 1941 57,476.02
United Jewish Appeal - 1940 . 9,894.24
United Jewish Appeal - 1939 3,138.91
Prior Campaigns 760.56 £,947,804.82
Total Cash Received $6,004,747.21
DISBURSELENTS
Jewish National Fund - 1943 $1,915,075.00
- 1942 79%, 765,00
- 1941 70,600.00
- 1940 9,643.02
- 1939 1,075.00
- 1938 139.87*
= 1937 1.77. 1%
- 1936 140.00 $2,788,605.00
Palestine Foundation Fund - 1943 31,915,075.00
- 1942 791, 755,00
- 1941 70,600.00
- 1940 9,643.02
- 1939 1,075.00
- 1938 139.8%7%
- 1937 R g W
- 1936 140.00 $2,788,605.00
Mizrachi Palestine Fund - 1943 125,000.00

$5,702,210.00

TRVICE PAYMENTS

Zionist Organization - 1943 ¢ 54,000.00
Mizrachi Organization - 1943 9,800,00
Poale Zion - Zeire Zion - 1943 9,800.00
Hashoner Hatzair - 1943 1,200.00 $ 74,800.00
Executive Committee Grants - 4,853.41
National Administrative Expenses - 1943 97,056.44 101,909.85
Total Cash Disbursements $5,878,919.85
Bank Balance as of December 14, 1943 3 125,827.36
National City Bank $120,827, 36
Public National Bank 5,000.00
$125,827.36

*Includes $47.62 for 1928 Palestine Emergency Fund
**Includes $59.04 for 1937 " " "
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STATUS OF 1943 UNITED JEVISH APPEAL

As of December 13, 1943

Pledges Cash Received Disbursed 1943
I 1943 National $ 10,744,266.73 $ 7,151,383.6b J«D.C. $5,610,000.
N e 4,150,000.00% 4,150,000.00 U.PsAs 3,390,000.
$ 14,894,266.73 $11,301, 383.60 N.R.S. -1,500,000.
$10,500,000.
Expended 407,008.
$10,907,008.
51l 1942 National $ 9,893,836,92 $ 9,759,816.56 JsDs0s $6,896,500.
N.. T 0. 4,557,696.16 3,719,800.00 U. P, 4,028,500.
$ 14,451,533.08 $13,479,616.56 KN.R.B. 2,000,000.
Allecation Comm. 5,000.
$12,930,000.
Expended 496,550.

$13,426,550.

*This figure represents actual cash received from N.Y.C.
and does not take into account total of pledges.

ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE ALLOCATIONS FOR 1943

(On the basis of $15,800,000 - being available for distribution)

J.D.C. $ 5,610,000.0C $ 2,750,000.00 8, 360,000.00
U.P.As 3, 390,000.00 2, 550,000.00 5,940,000.00
N.R.S. 1,500,000.00 = 1,500,000.00

$10,500,000.00 $ 5,300,000.00 $15,800,000.00
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DRAFT OF AGRTEMENT

Hadassah and the United Palestine Anpeal have taken note of the multiplicity
of appeals which have been launched in the Jewish communities in connection wiﬁh
the certificates for European Jewish children to enter Palestine. Confusion and
chaos have resulted.

Hadassah which has been recognized as the sole agency for Youth Aliyah in the
USA by the U.P.A, since 1935, has been responsifle for the collection of funds for
this project. However, Hadassah recognizes that,should the greatly increased im-
migration implicit in the large certificate grant be made possible, there must be
a change in the status quo and a new machinery set up to meet the new circumstances.
For the present, however, in order to avoid further confugion in the minds of the
contributing public, the following proposals are put forth by Hadassah and the -
TR Ag
1) that an advisory coordinating committee be created consisting of an equal number |
of representatives from the U,P.A. and Hadassah to which shall be added one repre-
sentative of “each of the recognized organizations parficipating in youth immigra-
tion;

2) that this committee shall attempt to coordinate and integrate all fund-raising
efforts in the field in order that a clear picture of the project be presented to
the public; ;

3) that the coordinating committee — should the situation change and immigration
in excess of 2,000 a year become a fact — will be entrusted with the task of work-
ing out the ways and means of meeting the new situation and setting up the machin-

ery for the collection of the necessary funds.
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Sonfidedial '

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TEE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE Z,0.A. HELD TUESDAY
EVENING, DECEMBER 19TH, 1944 AT 8:C0 P.M, AT THE NEW YORK OFFICES, 41 EAST

e 42ND STREET, NEW YORK CITY,

EX, No, TIT

PRESENT: Dr, Israel Goldstein, presiding$ Robert M. Bernstein, Maurice M,
Boukstein, A. X, Hpstein, Hon., M. Maldwin Fertig, Jacob Fishman,
Daniel Frisch, Dr, Solomon Goldman, Abrahem Goodmen, Babbi Simon
Greenberg, Rabbi William Greenféld, Dr. James G. Heller, Judge
Louis E. Levinthal, Rabbi Israel H, levinthal, Irving D. Lipkovitz,
Rabbl Irving Miller, Emanuel Neumann, Abraham Redelheim, Louis P,
Rocker, Judge Bernard A, Rosenblatt, Hon, Llbert D, Schanzer,
Hermen Shulmen, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Louis E., Spiegler, Saul S.
Spiro, Robert S5zold, Dewsy D. Stone, Elihu D, Stone, William H,
Sylk, Herman L. Weismen, and Dr, Stephen S. Tise.

Samuel Berson, Paul Z, Byne, Mendel N, Fisher, Herzl Fishmen,
Dr, Nabum Goldmann, Mrs. Emanuel Halprin, Harry Levine, Leo J.
Rosen, and Mrs, Herman Shulman,

STAFF: BEBrnest BE. Barbarash, Dr, Shlomo Bardin, Dr. S. Bernstein, @scar
Leonard, and Dr. Indwig Lewisohn,

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Goldstein at 8:45 P, M.
Seul S, Spiro, National Secretary of the ZOA, presented a report on the general
status and progress of the organization for the period beginning October 1,1944,
A motion was made and seconded that the report be adopted, and was unanimously
passed. (This report in comprehensive form will accompany the minutes of the
Administ;&tive Council meeting of January 7th, 1945 which will be mailed out
shortly,

The meeting then proceeded to the consideration of the recent events
leading to the deferment of thg Palestine Resolutions in Congress, and the
developments in the Emergency “ouncil in connection therewith,

The Chairman called upon Dr. Silver, Co~Chairmen and Chairman of the
Executive Committee Emergency Council to report on the situation, Dr, Silver
stated that he was not prepared to present his report, since he lad expected
to do so before the Emergency Council at the meeting of that body scheduled
for the following evening, after which he would feel free to discuss the
content of\HTE‘Fgﬁg;%E%ith its constituent organizations, including the ZOA
Executive, It was suggested by the Chairmen that discussion of the matter
had already been held by the other groups represented upon the Council, and that
the Zionist Executive should also be fully informed and in & position to con-
gider and discuss the problems involved,

A discussion followed, in which Dr, James Heller, Hon, Albert D, Schanzer,
Mr. Herman Shulmen, and Hon, M, Malwin Fertig, Mr. Herman L. Weisman and Dr.
Silver participated, The consensu# was that, whether or not Dr., Silver pre-
gsented a report, the Executive Committee of the ZCA was under a duty to discuss
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the matter, Dr., Silver was again urged to give & report and again declined
to do so, upon the grounds already stated,

Dr. Goldsteln outlined the salient facts, stating that at a meeting of
the Council on November 2lst, it was agreed that at this time the Palestine
Resolutions were not to be pressed in Congress if the approval of the President
and the State Department could not be obtained, since it was felt that another
deferment would be hurtful to our causes The Council was informed by the N\ ¢
]

Secretary of State that President Roosevelt desired that Zionists leave the
matter in his hands a little longer. Additional efforts were made to obtain
approval, but these were unsuccessfuls Shortly thereafter, & resolution worded
in & manner unsatisfactory to many because it retained the word "ultimately"
and removed the word "Jewish" before "Commonwealth", was reported out favorably
by the House Foreign Affairs Committee, The Resolution then ceme before the
Senate Foreign Reletions Committee, with the result that it was once more
deferred, The Chairmen indicated that these facts were well knowng the problem
confronting most Zionists was how this result ceme about, In the ensuing dis-~
cussion, it was brought out that Dr. Wise was tendering his resignation as
Chairman of the Bmergency Council on the ground that he "cannot longer remain <§2\
the Chairmen of & body, one of the leading officers of which is guilty of
deliberate and persistent violation of ite decisions, (nemely of the Emergency
Committee) conduct which has inflicted great hurt upon our sacred cause,'

4 number of Z0A members of the Emergency Couneil vho were present joined
the discussion,

Judge Levinthal pointed out (1) that the Emergency Council had consistently
end repeatedly decided not to press the Resolutions until they were assured of
the approval of the President and State Departmentj (2) that the Council had
discussed the problemetic value of the passage of the Resolutions, even with
that eapproval, in view of the strong declarations of policy already obtained,
and (3) in reply to & query, that it was highly improbable that the House and
Senate Committees of Congress acted of its own volition, in the face of known
presidential disapproval,.

Mr. Herman Shulmen pointed out (1) that prior to the Council meeting of
November 2lst there were apparent unaninousg agreements that on Octgber 30th
after discussion the Council decided unanimously not to press for the reporting
out of the Resolutions without the definite consent and approval of the Chief
Exccutive and the Depertment of State, and that Dr., Silver on that occasion
stated: "We will not go shead with the resolution without fully canvassing
the situation, If the ansver from the State Department is at all vague, we
will not recommend proeeeding with it,"; (2) at the meeting of November 2lst
it was reported that & committee including Dr., Wise and Dr. Silver has seen
Mr, Stettinius, and that a few days later Dr., Wise had been informed by Mr,
Stettinius that it was the desire of the Chief Execcutive that action be post—
poned, Dr, Wise so informed Dr, Silver, The Council, after discussion, con~—
cluded that this was & definite request not to press the Resolutions (3) Dr.
Silver suggested that a further attempt be made to secure the approval of the
Pregident but the decision not to proceed in the face of his request was
reaffirmed, Tils attempt was made, through Senator Wagner, &nd we were again
advised not to press the matter at this time,
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Mr, Shulman recalled that after the October 30th meeting, Dr. Wise com~
municated with Congressman Sol Bloom, Chairman of the Houso Féreign Affairs
Committee, who agreed to teke no action on the Resolution until further notice
from Dr. Wise, It was further brought out that on November 27th Dr, Silver
strongly urged Congressman Bloom to go forwaerd with the Palestine Resolution in
spite of the failure to obtain Exeeutive &pproval, and on November 30th the
House Foreign Affairs Committee reported the Resolutien out favorably, in a form
fiot acceptable to many Zionists, a&s previously indicated,

At this point Dr. Silver stated that he still felt that it was his duty to
present his report first to the Emergency Ccuncil, end that it was pointless

to remain, since he could not participate in the discussion, He thereupon left

the meeting.

Dr, Solomon Goldman examined critically a report dated December 12th
issued by Mr. Harry Shapiro, Director of the Emergency Gouncil,‘EHE?€§EEEL;o
local chairmen., The facts as reported seem to indicate, Dr., Goldman continued,
that one member of the Council took it upon himself to violete the agreement
and decisions of the Council. In doing so he has violated diseipline, has
jeopardized the Zionist movement and proper sametions should be imposed,

In & discussion, it was submitted that it had been difficult to consult
with Dr. Silver vwho on several prior occasions had either declined to discuss
the situation at a given time or had interposed technical objections of lack
of due notice,

Dr, Heller summarized the difficulties confronting the Emergency Council
as follows?$

"The spirit of those of ug who came together was that we were profoundly
concerned and profoundly perplexed, Ve did not know what to doy we were faced
first of all with the actual presentation of the resolutions. We did not know
how the resolutions had come into the Houses Then we did not know how the
resolutions were coming before the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senates
we wanted to know what we should do, Should we agree to the changes in verbiage
which had come to us through the press and through the address which Dr. Silver
made at the American Jewish Conference which some of us disapproved of, and
thought were perilous? Should we follow the same procedure in tho Semate which
hed not yet had the meeting of the Foreizn Relations Committee? We mercly
vanted to sit down and talk it over and were met with refusals upon technisal
grounds, " Dr, Heller deplored the inaccurate and misleading statements contained
in the December 12th report of the Emergency Council which had received wide
distribution, and the false sense of security disseminated at the American
Jewish Conference when predictions were made by Dr. Silver that "the resolutions
would pass without any trouble in the House and in the Senate within ten days.

"A very false atmosphere was created by this addressy false expectations
were aroused, Nothing was said about the opposition of the President, although
the opposition of the Presidont had been expressed before the American Jewish
Conference convened, on three separate occasionss"
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Thereupon the following resolutien was moved by Dr. Heller and duly
seconded s ——

(1) It is the sens® of the Executive Committee of the Zienist Organiza-
tion of America that the actions of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver in relation to the
resolutions before the Congress of the United States vere in contravention of
the decisions of the Zionist Emergency Council;

(2) That the resignation of Dr, Tise is justified 2g a protest against
these actions}

(3) That in the light of these facts and in the political interests of
the movement it is our conviction that the services of Br. Silver as Oo-Chair-
man of the Emergency Council and as Ohairman of its Executive Cormittee should
not be continued, 5

My, Boukstein offered additional and recent facts to bring the Executive
Committee up to date on the situation. He mentioned that on Thursday, December
Z;h__gzi Stevhen S. Vise convoked & meeting of the entire Emergency Cousicil at
vhich time the entire situation was cenvagsed again, and all present agreed that
it vas inadvisable, as well as a disservice to the movement to press for the
resolutions in the faece of the recommendations for delay made by the President
cf the United States and the attitude of the State Department, It was further
decided that a %glgggﬁigg,consisting of Dr, Goldstein representing the ZCA, \“'
lirg, Judith Bpstein, representing Hadassah, Hayim Greenberg, representing Poale~
Zion, and Rabbl Gcld representing Mizrachi, met with Dr, Silver in Washington,
Mr. Boukstein further stateds Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Greenberg and Mrs. Ipstein
later revorted that they were unable to dissuade Dr. Silver from pressing the
resolutions in Congress, and therefore pursuant to instructions given them at the
Hrergency Council meeting, met with Mr. STettinius and informed the Secretary
of State that they do not @ccept the President!s judgment in this MATTer, TIAt
tI8y §6e no re@Bom *hy the resolutions should not be passed by Congress, but that
if the President's mind remains unchanged, they would not pregs for the passage
of the resolutions at this time,

Mr, Beukstein also revealed that simultaneously with this visit of & dele-
eation of the Emergency Council in accordance with efficial instructioms, te
by, Stettinius, Dr. Silver and Rabbi Gold visited members of the Senate and urged
thet the resolutions be pressed.'1ﬁ§ErT&. Goldstein, lirs. Epstein and Hayim
Greenberg in conformity with & decision of the Emergency Council visited the
Semate they were asl-ed "who represents the Zionist movement? Do you represent tg;l
the Zicnist movement or do Dr., Silver and Dr. Gold?"

Mr. Fertig urged that in the interests of harmony the resolutions provosed
by Dr. Heller be tabled pending further consideretion, He stated he was —erfectly
villing to leave this matter in the hands of our representatives on the Emergency
Council temorrow night and let them act,....i”® ought not provoke an acute
situaticn.... I think the thing for us to do is to compose our differences and
not te cause further division,

lip,” Devey Stone concurred in the opinion held by Mr. Fertig and exvressed
sufficent confidence in our members on the Emergency Council "to leave it to
them to act as fres agents in a mission which thedr own conscience end best
judgment dictates tomorrow, at & place vhere I thinlkz this deserves to be finally
adjudicated,"
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Judge Levinthal suggested that as a guide to the ZOA representatives em
the Emergency Council & proviso be inserted in the pending resolution that
"unless new facts be revealed tomorrow, this be the sense of this meeting:
that we leave it to our representatives to decide if any new facts are presented
whether the entire problem ought to be presented de novo to & special meeting
of the Executive Committee, If we have confidence in our representatives we c2n
leave it to their judment, Certainly we all realize the value of keeping peace,"

Dr., Heller accepted the amendment ae offered by Judge Levinthal, A dis-~
cussion then ensured in which Rabbi Simon Greenberg, Dr. Helley, Babbi Greenfeld,
My, Veismen and Judge Levinthal participated, bbi Gree emphasized that "
"the Zionist movement stands above the question of judging the personal merits
of someone as an orator, the personal merits of someone as & person who can
influence othersy I think that the Zionist movement in general needs people who
can get along with other people, who are capable of getting along with the

President of t ted States, people who can abide by the discipline of the
Zio *~”4£§ggiigféon, or of the Zionist Emergency Council,"

Mr. Epstein concurred to the opinion with Dr, Solomon Goldmean and Dr, Heller
and exprossed the view that "it is Palestine we are interested in primarily,
not & question of the prestise of individuals or &n orgenization involved,"
My, Robert Bernstein expressed himgelf in favor of the motion proposed by
Dr. Hellers

~ Dr. Nahum Goldmann,/ member of the World Zionist Executive discussed the

zene T Tt ttien-of-Pelegtine in relation to world affairs and reviewed the part
played by the Emergenecy Council, He warned that the continued use of such c
tactics as purg%gg;gz;gx Silver which involved & fight against the president ’J

and his administration would IT¢ad to complete political disastegz "Wat we are
doing here is what Revisionists have done for twe yearss t is exactly
Revisionigt tactics, s —eRi

"Revisionists are very good Zionists, There has never lived in the world
& better Zionist than Vliadimir Jabotinsky, the incarnation of passion and
devotion to Zionism but if we would have adopted his tacties we never would
have had six hundred thousand Jews in Palestinej we would have remained with
resolutions, preotests, and emotional outbursts of the so-called Jewish masses
and ve would never have achieved the little or the much that we have achieved
in Palestine,"

Dr. Goldmenn also dealt with "the difference between practical policies
which went to achieve something tengible, and this was the classie aim, the
underlying principle of Zionist poliey for twenty years, &nd it gives up some
gpectacular successes which may appear very importent to public opinion at th
moment, but which doesn't @add very much to the prac¥#ical achievements in
Palestine, if at the same time we lose the goodwill of those who decide the
determined policies,"

Dr. Goldmenn further stressed the importance of the United States in the
framing of the future policy resarding Palestine and suggested that '"the ) /ﬁ
American Zionists should bring their policies baeck into line with the classic éJ
policies of the Zionist movement for twenty years with which we have after all
achieved vhat we have achieved in Palestine and laid the foundation for othe
achievements, if we will continue this wise policy.
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Mr. Neumann addressed himself to the issues raised by Dr. Nahum Goldma&nns
"I am not participating in the disecussion, I am grateful to Dr, Goldmann for
raising the wider issues involved here, and I want to say that he has touched
upon extremely important and vital and basic questions in Zionist polisy. I
had not intended to participate in the discussion but I feel it incumbent upon
me ... I would like to caution against our committing ourselves to pelicies,
againgt our reversing the whole course of action of the vhole year in which
we have all participated in the effect, I know that was implicit in some of
the things which Dr. Goldmann saidj he brought in all sorts of questions about
revisionism and God-knows-what, I would strongly urge thet we have & meeting
in the near future, if we have no other reason for doing so, we should have
a meeting in the near future to go into those questions, and I would like to
say in conclusion, we are in a tragie situation, we are not the only ones in
that situation, Every oppressed people that is now struggling for its rights,
for its national rights which had lost its pover, which has no pover and vwhich
is confronted with external forces~-what happens? Internal divisioni disin-
tegration in the face of these external forces,"

Dr. Heller proposed & modification to his original resolution as follows!
"It is the sense of the Executive Committee of the ZOA that the actiens of
Dr. Silver in relation to the resolution before Congress were in contravention
of the decisions of the Zionist Emercency Oouneil; secondly, that under no
circumstances shall the resignation of Dr, Wise be accented, It is our sense
that under no eircumstances shall the resignation of Dr. Wise be accepted by
the Emergenecy Council in-so-far as our representatives thereon can cast their
votes; and thirdly, that our delegates or representatives, by whatever title '.v
they are known to the Emergency Council are instructed to use thetr own good

judgment ag to the manner in which the sentiments of the proceedings shall be
implemented,”

A discussion ensured in which the following participated: Rabbi Greenbersg,
Wr, Neumann, Rabbi Heller, Mr, Stone, My, Fishmen and others.

Mr, Elihu Stone stated that "no violenee will be done to the interests
of the Zionist movement if we grant the request of Dr. Silver and do not take
any action tonight, no definite final action, and we postpone this matter,"

e urged a postponement of the consideration of the motion and his position
was supported by Mr, Fishman and Rabbi %szing;giliggé Rabbi lfiller stated:
"We are preparing & record at tonight's Mmeceting, & record which is an open
record, a record which will become part of the record of this organization,
and the record will show that a week after the Congress of the United States
hed taken a certein action which Dr, Goldmenn very properly evaluated this
evening, the Zionist Organization of America met in Executive session and
instead of discussing the situation that is before us, instead of discussing
ways and means of meeting the situation, instead of suggesting & certain line
of action to be taken by its members on the Emergency Committee who are
supposed to meet the following night, &ll that this Executive of the ZOA felt
called upon to do to meet this grave and perilous situation was simply to pass
e resolution asking for the resignation of the Chairman of ite Executive Com-
mittee, "

R T ————
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Mr., Fishman suigested that the entire matter be dealt with by a Jewish
Court of Honor, He continued, "I say that we have not had that system of a
Court of Honor to settle all Zionist questions, not only personal, all Zionist
involved questions are settled by Courts of Honor, that is what I think we
haven't got and we ghould have it, and perhaps from this point on we shouid
find some such way, we should find some such means by which we should not cast
out people, gifted people, but erratic people, We can't do that, How maeny
have we got? And what will the Zionists say? Don't you think that Dr, Silver
also has some people who think perhaps he is right?

"I simply elose with this: don't pass this resolution, This resolution
has many more implications than you think, You have to think of the tomorrow,
the outlogk of the tomorrow, after you pass & resolution like this tomy mind

is that you make things mueh worse than they are now; you muddle them up worse,
mach worge.!

¥r. Neumann in supporting the proposal to postpone the matter saids ¥I
varn you, we are in a tragic situation, 4Anyone who thinks that you are going
to solve it by & surgical operation is mightily mistaken.,

"Therefore, I say, I am happy, if you can find 2 solution now, there is no
question or difference of opinion among us here I take it that we do not accept
Dr, Vise's regignationj a condition should be found vwhich will melre it possible
for Dr. Wise to continue, tut I do say that there are a great many other im-
plications, poliey, etecetera on wvhich I am sure that Dr. Wise is in agreement
with vhat Dr. Goldmann said or that I would be in disagreement with Dr, Wise
on the subject, I say that we ghould meke sure of one thing, that tomorrow
ovening no precipitate action is teken by the combined efforts of the groups,
nothing is going to happen, in my opinion, tomorrow night, that is dangerous
to the cense, I think by the conference of our reoresentatives with represen-
tatives of other groups that can be guaranteed, and if the time comes after we
have had our fill discussion there, and our discussion here, that ve want to
press for the resignation of any officer of the Emergency Couneil, it can just
as well be taken in a week or in a fortnight, as it can tonight.”

Dr., Wise reiterated that he withdrews from the Chairmanship "beacuse of the
deliberate and persistent violation of the decisions of the Emergency Council
vhich have brought great hurt to our sacred ceuse,”

The Chairman summarized the general discuseion as follows: "We have heard
a great many appeals in the name of Zionist unity in America, We have not heard
from some of those gentlemen whether if we follow their advice and do not
precipitate action tonight, we shall have Zionist unity., I think that all of us
ought to be aware of what is going on throughout the country, and ought to be
re-assured that what is going on can perhans be stopped.

) "If I were convinced that this particular action that is being proposed by
some ef our friends would be the cure for vhatever disunity there is, which tekes
the form of & huge fund that is being reised here, of $100,0CC, $250,000, to
vhich one man I understand is contributing, or promised to contribute eight

times as muech as he has given to the expansion fund of the Zionist Orgenization-
if that is the situation which we are confronting then I am afraid that the
apveals in the name of Zienist unity are not as sincere as they aprear on the.
Surfa.ce.
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"So far as I can see, unless I hear assuronces to the contréry, zentlemen,
vhat is being requested is a delay in the hope that tho expressed will of the
majority of the members here may somechow not come to pass, and they will con-
tinue this internal struggle and this agitation of communities throughout the
country, and this approach to the press, to discredit the Zionist movement.

o

e have to worry about the Zionist Orgenization, if one day after a con~
vention, after generous assurances are given, the new campaign begins, to build
up the opposition for the next convention,

would dare act that way towerd his Executive, and if he would, he would be throm

out by the party, not merely out of the Exccutive, not merely out of e chair-

manship, Dr. Silver has had facts in his possession 2ll these wocks which he
\\}je.s not ghared with his colleagues in the Emergency Council.

Q\ / uDr, Silver acted tonight in & way that no member of any Zionist group
{

#Is it not conceivable that & situation may oxist which would make Dr.
Silver?s retirement advisable at the present Juncture? The fact remains that
he is person2 non grate with the onc men that more then any other we need for

' the solution of our vroblem and t8at his position vig-o~vis the White House

. hes been much worscnéd as result of the receant events, Perhaps Dr. Silver
‘might feel impclled, as & matter of Zionist rosponsibility to come to his

| colleapgues and sayt gentlemen, this is the situation, if M%haa been
clected President of t he United Steates it would have been p r me to
have the lcadership., I might gay that Dr, Wige intimated that very thing
to me, but under the eircumstances now obtaining I belicve it is my duty not
to be in the loadership, and I shall work 28 & private in the ranks,"

e —

The following resclution was then presented for consideration in order to
formlate and erystalize the opinions expressed at the meeting, "It is the
sense of this mecting that on the basis of the facts as prosented to us tonight,
that Dr, Wisels rosignation as protcst against Dr., Silver’s action in contra~
vention of the decisions of the Emergency Council is justified, TUe believe that
Dr. Wisels resicnation from the leadership of the American Zionist Emergency
Council would mggtsceriously injure the interests of the movement and therefore
conditions must be created to enable Dr, Wise to continue as Chairman of the
dmerican Zionist Emcrgency Oouncil, We leave it to our representatives in the
Emcrgency Council to act in accordance with these views," An amerndment was
effered to dclete the words "es a protest against Dr, Silverts action in con-
travention of the decisions of the Hmergency Council." Upon & vote this
amendment was defeateds

Upon a vote on the motion as presented above, the rcsolution was adoptod
seventeen to fours Mreﬂm@l;uﬁmw&ihu Stone and Babbi Miller
stated for the reeord t they voted against the motion only beceuse of the
inclusion of the phrasc, "as & protest against Dr. Silver!s action in contre-~
vention of the decisions of the Emergoncy Council,”

The meeting adjourncd at 1330 A, M,
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STATEMENT BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER

I have been requested to comment on the statements issued by Dr. Israel Goldstein
which purport to give the facts connected with the controversy which developed in
the American Zionist Emergency Council, Dr. Goldstein's facts suffer from deft
distortions, twists and significant omissions, which give a false and misleading
account of what actually transpired.

1) Dr. Goldstein states that at a meeting of the Emergency Council on October 30,
it was unanimously decided not to press for the resolutions unless and until the
preliminary approval of the Executive branch of the Government shall have been se-
cured. No such declision was taken by the Emergency Council on October 30, In fact
no decisions whatsoever were taken at that meeting. The minutes of the meeting
quote me as saying: "We will not go ahead with the resolution without fully can-
vessing the situation., If the answer from the State Department is at all vague, I
would not recommend proceeding with it." This precaution was suggested, not out of
a desire not to offend the State Department or the President, but in order to pro-
tect ourselves against the kind of surprise which was jumped on us last Spring. The
Council wanted to make doubly sure before it moved; but no one really expected any
opposition in view of all that had transpired in the preceding months.

At that same meeting I reported (and I quote from the minutes of the meeting) "that
in anticipation of the reconsideration of the resolution when Congress reconvenes,
the Emergency Council has been engaged in stimulating afresh the interest of the
members of the House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign Relations Committees. The
local emergency committees in communities in which these members resided had been
asked to approach them again and to bring them up to cdate on recent developments and
to suggest that early action on the resolution, when Congress reconvenes, would be
desireble., The results so far are gratifying.m

Thus the Council, on October 30, was fully informed that continued activities in
behalf of our resolution were going on and would continue in Washington and all over
the country. It is false to suggest even by implication that the Emergency Council
at its meeting on October 30 ordered all of our activities in behalf of the resolu-
tion to be discontinued. It merely directed that we explore the mind of the State
Department on our resolution, and there was a consensus of opinion that if the

State Department attitude was found to be negative, we would then not proceed with
the resolutions. Until such time, however, activities in behalf of the resolution
were not to be discontinued, nor was word to go out that we were even considering a
possible postponement.,

Inquiries were accordingly made at the State Department, and at the meeting on
November 21, Dr, Wise reported "that Mr. Stettinius had telephoned him and informed
him that he had seen the President who urged that nothing be done about the bill at
this time and that the matter be left in his hands a little while longer."

This, however, did not satisfy the members of the Emergency Council., Many felt
that they had made a misteke in deciding to make inquiries at the State Department
in the first place. We might have assumed that the withdrawal of the military ob-
jections, the party platforms which included Palestine planks and the statement of
the President himself on October 15 were sufficient "green light" to go ahead.
|

At this meeting, and here again I quote from the minutes, "there followed a lengthy
discussion, and it was finally decided that efforts be made once more to obtain
clearance from the President through Senator Wegner, and perhaps others. It was

s
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egreed to leave it to Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver and Mr. Shulman to take the necessary
action with regard to an approach to the President.® There was no other action
taken at this meeting,

In other words, the Emergency Council, upon second thought, was not satisfied to
have the resolution shelved just because the State Department and the President had
indicated their objection to the resolution. They were not content to let it go at
that. They wanted persuasive influence to be brought to bear upon the Administra-
tion to change its mind.

Dr. Wise strenuously objected to this line of procedure. He did not want the
President "annoyed" by our insistence and our persuasion. He reluctantly yielded

to the pressure of the Council and thereafter, far from using his energies vigorous-
ly to persuade the Secretary of State and the President, he seriously interfered
with me in carrying out the clear mandate of the Council.

) Dr. Goldstein forgets to mention the fact which I made known to the Council that
the day following the November 21 meeting, I wired Dr. Wise urging him to get in
touch with Congressman Bloom to see the President., Dr. Wise never replied to this
telegram,

3) No one interested in the passage of the bill ever saw the President on the resolu-
tion at that time or since. He was out of Washington. All our information has come
through Mr. Stettinius., The first and the only personal contact with Mr. Stettinius
to carry out the wishes of the Council could not be made before December 4. It was
made by Senator Wagner and myself. ©Senator Wagner was not in Washington before the
preceding Tuesday and our appointment could not be made before the following Monday.

4) But by December 4 the Senate Forelgn Relations Committee had already met and
hed considered our resolution. In fact, et the request of Senator Taft, our
Palestine Resolution was to have been considered by the Committee on November 22,
but out of courtesy to Senator Wagner who was out of the city, the consideration of
our resolution by the committee was postponed to November 29. I reported at the
meeting of our Council on November 21 that such a meeting of the Senate Committee had
been scheduled for the next day, but had been postponed to the 29th.

Senator Taft requested consideraticn of the resolution on his own initiative. He
was neither requested nor urged by me. Already on November 11 (please note the
date) Senator Taft wrote me: "I have had to delay my return to Washington until
Thursday, but I hope we can proceed with the Palestine Resolution immediately." He
was one of the co-sponsors of the resolution. He had resented the postponement of
the resolution last Spring. It was he who had kept after the militery until he ob-
tained the letter from Secretary of War Stimson withdrawing their objections. As
soon as Congress reconvened, he began pressing for his resolution, just as we all
did, including the delegates at the Convention of the ZOA at Atlantlc City.

5) Dr. Goldstein suggests that if I had not brought pressure on Congressman Bloom
to take the matter up with his committee, no action whatsoever would have been taken
in Congress. I did not arrive in Washington until November R7. By that time a
meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, as I indicated above, had al-
ready been set for November 29, and the Senate Committee was prepared to act favor-
ably on our resolution at that meeting.

It has been suggested that I should have asked the committee to defer action. Why?
This was certainly not my mission nor mandate in Washington. I was there to see
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whether I could persuade the State Department and the President to withdraw their
objections to the passage of the resolution., Failling in that, the Council would
then have to decide what to do, since the first report of the Presideant's disap-
proval did not close the matter as far as the Council was concerned. I had not yet
had the opportunity to contact elther the State Department or the President, I was
mot to see Mr., Stettinius until December 4. Until I had had the chance to persusde
them and failed, I could not go, nor did the Council obligate me to go, to the
members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and ask them, many of whom had
been critical of the State Department's intervention and of the President's action
last Spring, to postpone action on our Pales¥ine Resolution for which the Jews of
America had so persistently pressed up to the very last. We were not pressing for
the resolution, The pressure came from the Senate Committee itself which was so
much interested in the Palestine Resolution that it met on four successive occasions
to congider it and it insisted time and agaln on approving our resolution in spite
of two personal appearances before it made by the Secretary of State and in spite of
other pressure brought by the Administration against it. Even when the resolution
was finally postponed as a result of the psrsistent pressure from the State Depart-
ment and the President, two-thirds of the members of the Senate Committee signed a
round robin in which they stated that they would have voted for the resolution were
it not for this insistence of the State Department and the President.

Congressman Bloom had publicly ennounced right after the President's statement of
October 15 that he would summon a meeting of his committee the day after Congress
reconvened. He was eager to move forward. I called on him for the purpose of
getting him to contact the President and State Department. He did not feel that the
State Department had to be consulted about it. It was none of its business, he
stated. Prior to my arrival in Washington, and in anticipation of the meeting of
his committee, he had had printed as a House document, the Palestine endorsements
made by the four hundred congressmen and senators which eppeared in the volume,
vAmerica and Palestine," recently published by the Emergency Council., It was
Congressman Bloom's own idea and all credit is due him for it. Congressman Bloom
was somewhat concerned with the fact that he might be blamed if he moved forward
end the resolution failed of passage in his committee., He wanted us to share in the
responsibility for moving shead. I reassured him on that score, and at his reguest,
I wrote him a letter following our interview in which I backed him up. Congressman
Bloom convoked his committee on November 29, the very day on which the Senate Com-
mittee met to consider our resolution. Bloom was undoubtedly encouraged to move
forward repidly by the fact that the Senate Committee had scheduled a meeting on
November 29 and was expected to act favorably on the resolution.

6) When we finally got to Mr., Stettinius on December 4--and here Dr, CGoldstein's
memory again conveniently fails him -- we were shown, right at the outset, that fatal
telegrem of Dr. Wise which was dispatched without the knowledge of either Senator
Vaegrier or myself and without any authorization from the Council on the very eve of
ocur interview, a telegram which was calculated to nullify the effectiveness of our
mission to the Secretary of State. This telegram which in so many words told the
Secretary of State, and through him the President, that Dr. Wise and many of his
ascsociates would readily and without protest accept their decision with reference to
the resolution, broke the back of the entire effort which the Council had resolved
to make in order to change the mind of the State Department and of the President.
OQur only hope lay in persuading Mr. Stettinius, and through him, the President, that
the entire Zionist Movement and the entire Jewish people of America were solidly
united in demanding action on the resolution which had been hanging fire for over
‘ten months, and that their hopes, which had been raised .so high by all that had
transpired during the year, would be dashed to the ground if it became known that
the President insisted on a second deferment. Dr. Wise's telegram which was sent
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from Pittsburgh at the time of the sessions of the American Jewish Conference, and
presumably with the knowledge of Dr., Goldstein, deliberately wrecked this effort and
torpedoed the resolution.

7) Dr. Goldstein has another serious lapse of memory. On December 5, he sent the
following telegram to every member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee: "We
earnestly urge you report out favorably Palestine Resolution for adoption by present
Congress ... Your Committee's favorable action would be deeply appreciated as ful-
fillment President's magnificent message to last Zionlst Organization Convention

and overwhelming American opinion as expressed recently in both party platforms."

Why did Dr. Goldstein violate the "unanimous decision" of the Emergency Council in
urging Senators to act on the resolution when he knew full well that no "green
light" had been given? If Dr. Silver is guilty of a breach of discipline, what
about Dr. Goldstein? But the gentleman was playing safe! If the resolution passed
he would share in the credit. If it failed - why he would see to it that the fail-
ure would all be blamed on Dr. Silver,

And having sent this telegram, why did he appear in Washington forty-eight hours
later to urge the same Senators not to pass the resolution?

And having come to Washington to persuade the Senators not to pass the resolution,
why did he permit himself to be persuaded by me not to carry out his mission? In-
stead, he and the other members of the committee went to Mr. Stettinius to tell him
that the Zionists were not pressing for the resolution but that the pressure came from
the Senate Committee itself (which, of course, was the truth). Is Dr. Goldstein un-
willing ever to assume responsibility for what he does, or says, or writes? Is the
fault always that of someone else?

8) Dr. Coldstein again has a convenient lapse of memory when he fails to mention
that at the Executive of the Emergency Council which met in Washington on Monday
morning, December 11 (and which by the way was the only authorized meeting of the
Emergency Council since the meeting on November 21 -- the other meetings of December
7 and 9 being rump meetings called by Dr. Wise in contravention of the clear pro-
visions of the constitution) it was agreed that nothing be done to interfere with
the passage of the resolution on which the Foreign Affairs Committee was to act that
very afternoon, but instead Mr. Stettinius should be asked to issue a statement that
his appearance before the Senate Committee did not indicate a change of attitude on
the part of the President. Nothing was to be said to Mr. Stettinius agbout deferring
the Palestine Resolution. Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein concurred on this, and I joined
in the delegation to Mr. Stettinius with that understanding and only on that basis.

9) Dr. Goldstein stated that the resolution which was approved by the House Foreign
Affairs Committee was regarded by many Zionists here and especially in Palestine as
a "watered-down" resolution because the word "Jewish" was omitted before "Common-
wealth" and the word "ultimately" was retained. How, then, is one to account for
the fact that the presidents of Hadassah, Mizrachi and the Poale Zion, as well as
Mr. Lipsky of the Jewish Agency Executive, hailed the resolution in public state-
ments? Dr. Wise told Congressman Bloom and me on the very day that it was voted
that it was "a very good resolution." The Jewish press likewise welcomed it hearti-
ly, and the American Jewish Conference, meeting in Pittsburgh, acclaimed it.

It might be in point here to recall that at the Hearings before the Committee on
Foreign Affairs - on February 8 - Dr. Goldstein was asked by Congressman Schiffler;
"You do not propose immediately-to have a Commonwealth?" To which Dr. Goldstein
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replied: "No; we could not propose it as an immediate step, because we realize
there would have to be a Jewlsh majority in the land before we could act for the
implementation of a commonwealth, and the achievement of a Jewish mejority will un-
doubtedly take some time." (See p. 119 of the Hearings.)

10) Dr. Goldstein is guilty of a distortion when he states that at the final meet-
ing of the Emergency Council, where I announced my resignation, I asked to be made
the sole leader in the Zionist movement in America with absolute unconditional
power. "When this coudition was not agreed on," states Dr. Goldstein, I "handed in
my resignation." There is not a scintilla of truth in all this. I stated at the
meeting that the present set-up of dual or multiple leadership in the Council has
led to serious conflicts in the past and had culminated in the present crisis. I
advised a re-organization of the Emergency Council with an eye towards the elimina-
tion of conflicting leadership and the centralization of authority., In connection
with that, I read at great length a letter which I wrote to Dr. Wise in 1943 at the
time when he and Dr. Weizmann asked me to take over the leadership of the political
work of our movement. In that letter I stated that if Dr. Wise wished to continue
as the active political leader of the movement, no one was thinking of supplanting
him, I assumed that he wished to be relieved of it. "If now you feel that you wish
to retain that office, not in an honorary but in en active capacity, I wish you
would let me know definitely and in making my reply I will say that Dr. Wise is head
of the political work of the Emergency Council and there is no need for drafting me
or anyone else."

Dr. Wise knew exactly under what conditions I assumed the office at his and Dr.
Weizmann's urging. The purpose was to eliminate the very unfortunate overlepping
and cross-purposes in our political work which brought the Emergency Council to
bankruptcy two years ago. '

‘My resignation, as everyone knows, was not prompted, as Dr. Goldstein asserts, by
the refusal of the Emergency Council to accept my suggestions for re-organization.
These suggestions were not even considered at the meeting and have not yet been acted
upon. It was a motion to request all the officers of the Emergency Council to resign,
a motion which the Council refused to table, which called forth my resignation.

THE FOLLOWING SECTION (#11) IS CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT FOR PUBLICATION.

11) Dr. Goldstein refers to a memorandum which Dr. Nahum Goldmann sent me purport-
ing to be a report of what the Secretary of State had told him and Dr. Wise in reply
to the request of the Council to issue the statement which is referred to above, I
was a member of the committee which called upon Mr. Stettinius to request that state-
ment. The reply of Mr. Stettinius was not given in writing to the Counecil, but orally
to Dr. Goldmenn and Dr. Wise who happened to be calling on the Secretary of State on
another mission. Dr. Goldmann sent me the following memorandum a few days later:

"Mr, Stettinius called Dr. Wise and me into his room before meeting with the delega-
tion., He told us that he had been in touch with the President sbout the statement
which we had suggested he should issue. He said that the President was in a very
bed mood because we had gone shead with the Resolution and instead of acquiescing in
his request to hold the matter up for the time being, had sought to bring pressure
to bear through the Senate. He felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him,
and Mr, Stettinius said that in the circumstances it was difficult to discuss such
questions with him at this time. It would not be possible for him (Mr. S.) to issue
the letter suggested."

I was surprised and disturbed by this report, for in my two previous contacts with
Mr. Stettinius there was no indication whatsoever given that the President was in
a very bad mood or that he felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him.
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Dr. Goldmann did not treat that "information" as confidential, He conveyed this
"information" to newspapermen in New York, A panic mood was being fostered among
Zionists with the design -- as later events showed -- to bring about my resignation.

In preparation for my official report to the Emergency Council, which was to be
given on December 20, and in order not to do any injustice elther to the Secretary
of State or to the President, I made inquiries as to whether this memorandum of Dr.
Goldmann correctly represented what Mr, Stettinius had said, and whether perhaps he
had been misquoted, or misunderstood.

I received a reply to the effect that Dr. Goldmann's memorandum "was not quite in
accordance with the Secretary's record. The Secretary told Dr. Wise that he had
been in touch with the President as he had offered to do regarding the statement
which Dr, Wise and Dr, Silver had requested him to make, The reactlon that Mr,
Stettinius obtained was that the President felt that this group should have con-
fidence in his handling of the matter and that it would not be appropriate for Mr.
Stettinius to issue the statement. Mr, Stettinius asked Dr. Wise if he would be
good enough to give this information to Dr, Silver."

This, of course, 1s a radically different version from that of Dr. Goldmann's,
There is nothing here about the President being in a very bad mood, or feeling thet
the Zionists had lost confidence in him. But Rabbi Goldstein, far from being
shocked at Dr., Goldmann's amazing misquotation of a most critical report and far
from regarding it as something "scandalous," denounces rather my fact-finding in-
quiry as something "scandalous"...

12) There are many other things which this Rabbl chooses to forget. Already at the
Zionist Convention in Atlantic City he and his little cabal were preparing the wey
for my elimination. The Resolutions Committee of the Convention had prepared a
resolution which wholeheartedly endorsed my administration and called for a con-
tinvation of the dynemic and successful program of the Emergency Council "under: the
present leadership." At a subsequent meeting, Dr, Coldstein demanded the elimina-
tion of the words "under the present leadership." He made that request, he said, in
the name of Dr., Wilse with whom he had spoken by telephone in New York. I stated, of
course, that as far as I was concerned, I intended to hold my office not a single
day longer than the Emergency Council wished me to, and that, of course, I would
agree to the elimination of the words "under the present leadership."

The ZOA Administration had a difficult time at the plenary session of the Convention
to put through the resolution without the words "under the present leadership." I
personally had to step forward and beg the delegates to agree to the omission of
those words. But my friends and I knew all along what was in the mind of Dr.
Goldstein and his clique.

13) Many will recall the fight which raged at the ZOA Convention in Atlantic City
about my annual report which the administration was determined to schedule at the
very end of the Conventlon when most of the delegates would have gone home, in

order to make small change of it., Dr. Goldstein had to yleld to the pressure from
the delegates but the whole miserable affair was another result of the embittered
and envenomed policy of undermining, belittling and discrediting which Dr. Goldstein
and his friends had been cerrying on throughout the year.

14) The Rabbi has since carried out a successful purge of Silver adherents on the Ex—
ecutive of the ZOA and among the representatives of the ZOA on the Emergency Council,
His efficiency in perfecting his political machine should be the envy of Tammaany Hall.

For further information write to: Harry L. Shapiro Room 1030
250 West 57 St. New York 19, N. Y.
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DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER'S RESIGNATION

A MEMORANDUM

The appalling and long festering situation within the American Zionist
Emergency Council which led to the resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as co-
chairman of the Council and as chairman of its Executive Committee is known to very
few, Those of us who had been in daily contact with the political work of our
movement but who could not in conscience continue after Dr. Sillver and his program
were ruthlessly sacrificed, have resolved that you shall have the facts. You who
have done such a magnificent job during the past year, are entitled to the truth.

In a memorandum dated December 12th, you were informed of much that had
transpired in Washington in connection with the Palestine resolutions. That mem-
orandum avoided any reference to the shocking conditions which obtained in official
Zionist circles during this period. But after all thet has taken place, and with
wild rumors agitating our people throughout the country, we regard it as a solemn
duty to pass on as many of the important facts as can be encompassed within the
space of this memorandum.

At a meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council on October 30th and at
a subsequent meeting, it was agreed that the "green light" should be obtained from
the State Department and the President before we pressed for action on the resolu-
tion. This was done, not out of a desire to avoid offending the State Department
or the President, but to protect ourselves against the kind of opposition which we
encountered last Spring., No one anticipated any serious difficulty in view of
Secretary Stimson's letter 1lifting the military ban, the President's own statement
of October 15th, etc. ‘Accordingly, Dr. Silver, Dr, Wise and Dr. Nahum Goldmann
called on Mr. Stettinius on November 9th to get the "green light."

Mr. Stettinius had no opinion of his own, but said that he would consult with
the President. It is altogether false to suggest, as has been suggested, that
Dr. Silver or the other members of the delegation which called on Mr, Stettinius gave
any promise, expressed or implied, that we would give up the resolution if the State
Department or the President registered objections. If anyone gave such a promise, it
was done before or after the interview with Mr., Stettinius - and not by Dr. Silver.

At a meeting of the Emergency Council on November 21st, Dr. Wise reported
that on November 15th Mr., Stettinius had telephoned to him and had said that the
President thought we should not proceed with action on the resolution and that the
matter should be left with him for a little while longer. In the discussion that
followed, it was clear that the Council was not satisfied that Mr. Stettinius' reply
definitely closed the matter. On the contrary, it was felt by quite a few that a
mistake had been made in going to Mr, Stettinius in the first place, that we should
have assumed that the "green light" had, in fact, been given by President Roosevelt
in his statement of October 15th, Dr. Silver urged that a strong effort should be
made to induce the President to change his mind, but Dr. Wise argued against such
action, declaring that the President was leaving the country almost immediately.

' Dr, Wise emphasized further that Congress would adjourn in a few days and that he had
been assured that our resolution could not possibly be acted upon in the closing
days of this Congress. Dr. Wise was badly misinformed in both of these matters.

The Council agreed that a strong effort should be made to reach President
Roosevelt. It was clear from Dr, Wise's attitude that if the matter were left to
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him, no earnest effort would be made to urge the President to change his mind. As
far as he was concerned, the resolution might just as well die.

The President was not in Washington and could not be reached. It was not
until December 2nd, 11 days after the meeting of the Council, that Senator Wagner,
who was deeply committed to the resolution, wrote & personal letter to the President,
in which he explained the situation as he saw it and appealed to the President to
withdraw his objections. Meanwhile, important events had already taken place --
without any pressure on Dr, Silver's part. For many months your committee, along
with the other local Emergency Councils, had been interviewing your Senators and
Representatives, Congressmen-elect and other public officials, and obtaining pledges
from them to vote for our resolution. All members of Congress received our book,
"America and Palestine® which contained the printed opinions of nearly 400 members
of the 78th Congress. Senator Wagner informed the Convention of the Zionist Or-
ganization of America that the President's statement clears the way for Congressional
action on the Palestine resolutions. Secretary Stimson had lifted the military ban.
The ZOA Convention called for speedy action on the Palestine resolution. Congress-
man Bloom had announced that he would summon & meeting of his Committee to consider
the Palestine resolution on November 15th. In short, the Congress, which 2ll of us
had been cultivating for a full year, was set for action and the sponsors of the
resolutions insisted upon discharging their obligations to the Jewish people.

Dr. Silver had wired Dr., Wise on November 22nd, the day after the Council's
meeting, to this effect: "Because of strike here (in Cleveland) could not reach you
by telephone. Strongly urge you to contact Bloom immediately and urge him to see
the Chief and persuade him to give clearance to resolutions... Please inform me by
telegram or telephone results of conversation with Bloom."

Dr. Wise never replied to this telegram.

On the very dey that Dr. Sllver arrived in Washington (Nov. 27) he went to
see Congressman Bloom to urge him to get in touch with the President. Congressman
Bloom, a staunch supporter of President Roosevelt, declared that he did not need any
new "green light." He had already made his own soundings. He stated that he was
going forward with the resolution. Congressman Bloom requested that Dr. Silver
write him a letter indicating approval of the course he was following. Dr. Silver
complied with Mr. Bloom's request in order that the resolution be kept alive pending
negotiations with the Administration. As you know, favorable action was taken in
the House Foreign Affeirs Committee on Wednesday, November 29th.

When Dr., Silver met with Senator Wagner on Tuesday, November 28th, the
Senator had no plans to see the President to persuade him to remove his objections,
despite the fact that Dr., Wise and Mr. Shulman had seen Senator Wegner in Atlantic
City on November 26th. But Senator Wagner was, nevertheless, determined to go into
the meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee the next morning and have his
resolution considered. On that same Tuescday, Mr. Shulman telephoned Senator Wagner's
secretary in Washington and gave him many reasons as to why the Senator should use
his efforts to postpone consideration of the resolution by the Senate Committee. This
was not Mr. Shulman's mission. Three men -- Dr. Silver, Dr, Wise and Mr. Shulman --
had been authorized and directed to try to persuade the Administration to change its
mind, not to urge Senators and Congressmen to desist from working for the passage of
the resolution,

As on earlier occasions, our leaders were working at cross purposes. Dr. Wise
and Mr. Shulman were pressing Senator Wagner to have his resolution shelved, and
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Dr. Silver, following the clear line indicated by the Council, was urging the Senator
to get in touch with the President. Senator Wagner found himself the vietim of two
opposing forces pulling in different directions. He was telephoned a score of times
from New York by people, all of whom spoke in the name of the Emergency Council or
of Zionists. Senator Wagner was baffled and confused -- and understandably so.

On Saturday evening, December 2nd, when Dr, Silver arrived in Pittsburgh to
attend the American Jewlsh Conference, the situation was the following: the resolu-
tion in the Senate was hanging fire, pending word from Mr. Stettinius and a reply
from President Roosevelt to Senator Wagner's letter. Senator Wegner and Dr. Silver
were awaiting an eappointment with Mr. Stettinius scheduled for noon on Monday.

There was little doubt that the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was determined to
act -- without being prodded or pressed. The House Foreign Affairs Committee had
already acted favorably and its action had been warmly hailed by the Jewish presas,
by the Jewish public and by most of the leaders of the Zionist parties.

When he arrived in Pittsburgh, Dr. Silver planned to call together the members
of the Interim Committee, consisting of the co-chairmen of the Council and the repre-
sentatives of the Jewlsh Agency, which, the Council had ruled, was to consult on
urgent political effairs between meetings of the Emergency Council. To his smaze-
ment he discovered, upon his arrival, that Dr. Israel Goldstein hed during the day
called e meeting of the Executive Committee of the Z. 0. A. to discuss the Palestine
Resolutions, despite the fact that neither the Ianterim Committee nor the Council had
as yet discussed the matter, and that Dr. Silver, who was closest to the whole
sitvation, was not present to supply accurate information. The halls of the William
Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh were buzzing with rumors, fragments of information and
risinformation. What Zionist purpose Dr. Goldsteln intended to serve by calling this
meeting, at such a time and place, where hundreds of delegates including non-Zionists
were gathered not for a Zlonist convention but for the Amwerican Jewish Conference,
is incomprehensible. Nothing but mischief could result from such hasty end ill-
considered opinions expressed on insufficient and largely ilnadequate data. Here
was the start of a cempaign to "run down" the resolution passed by the House

‘Committee and to discredit Dr. Silver, whose name had been so closely identified

with the resolution.

Dr. Wise declined to attend the meeting of the Interim Committee which
Dr. Silver had called in Pittsburgh. The other members of this Committee who did
attend received all the essential facts from Dr. Silver.

Dr. Wise called an unauthorized meeting of the Emergency Council in Pittsburgh
for Sunday evening, December 3 (the Council's Constitution clearly provides that no
special meeting of the Council can be called without three days' notice.) This
meeting resulted in nothing except a request that Dr. Silver meet with the heads of
the four parties represented in the Council to consider what should be done in case
the President persisted in his objection. Dr, Silver had to leave for Washington
immediately after his report to the American Jewish Conference, and rushed from the
platform to the treain.

On Monday, December 4, Dr, Silver, together with Senator Wagner, had an in-
terview with Mr., Stettinius. Both were shocked and amazed when they were shown a
telegrem sent by Dr. Wise from Pittsburgh to Mr. Stettinius, which in so many words
stated that while Dr. Wise wished the resolution passed, he was prepared to acquiesce
in its deferment if the Administration so desired, This, in effect, told the Ad-
ministration that the Jews of America would quickly reconcile themselves to the
deferment of the resolution, and that Dr. Wise, co-chairman of the American Zionist
Emergency Council, could be counted upon to defend the Administration's stand.
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When considered in retrospect, it becomes quite clear that Dr., Wise's unauthorized
telegram, sent without the prior knowledge of the Council or of Dr. Silver, sealed
the fate of the Palestine resolution.

Mr., Stettinius told Senator Wagner and Dr. Silver that he would immediately
transmit to the President the case as presented to him by them. (He characterized
the case presented by Dr. Silver as "unanswerable.")

It must be borne in mind that every member of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee received telegrams from the President of the ZOA, urging favorable action
on the Palestine resolution. Similar telegrams were sent by the heads of the other
parties. The telegram sent by Dr. Israel Goldstein on December 5th opened with the
statement: "We earnestly urge you to report favorably the Palestine resolution for
adoption by the present Congress." As of Tuesday, December 5th then, the presidents
of the Zionist parties in the United States -- including Dr. Goldstein -- were
officially urging the Senate Committee to act, not to defer action! If there was a
decision against taking such steps and if the decision was binding and unalterable,
then clearly the sending of such telegrams by the Zionist leaders was either a
violation of these decisions or a reversal of earlier decisions. It is as clear as
e pikestaff that if the resolution had been approved, all the Zionist leaders would
have eagerly shared the credit for that achievement. Now that it has been deferred,
the situation is, of course, quite different ...

What happened in the meetings of the Senate Foreign Relatlons Committee, you
have learned from our earlier memorandum. It was quite clear to the State Depart-
ment that the Committee was intent upon reporting favorably on the resolution. The
State Department then adopted another method to achieve its end, the deferment of
action on the resolution. They tried to get the Zionists themselves to withdraw the
resolution, The Zionists were to assume the role of lobbyists against their own
measure. Someone got in touch with Dr. Wise, presumably on Wednesday, December 6th
or early Thursday morning, December 7th, for by Thursday noon Senator Connally was
informing Senator Teft that the resolution would not pass the Committee, because
Dr. Wise and the Zionists of New York would soon be heard from. On the afternoon of
the same day, Mr. Stettinius telephoned Senator Wagner and asked him whether he had
elready heard from Dr. Wise and the Zionists of New York about withdrawing the
resolution.,

Dr. Wise lost no time in complying with the request made of him. He called
two meetings, egein in violation of constitutional principles, and at these meetings
it was decided to send a delegation representing the 4 parties in the Council to
Washington to arrange for the deferment of the resolutions. The Mizrachi Organiza-
tion voted against this proposal and refused to participate in the delegation. The
delegation, headed by Dr. Israel Goldstein, arrived in Washington on Friday morning,
December 8th. It had been instructed to see Dr. Silver before going to the Capitol
and that nothing was to be done until they had spoken with Dr. Silver. But by 8:30
A, M., Dr. Wise had already telephoned Senator Wagner, again urging him to ask for
deferment.

The delegation was advised by Dr. Silver that it should not make the Zionist
movement ridiculous in Washington by requesting the shelving of a resolution which
all of us had been urging upon Congress for almost a year. Dr. Silver pointed out
that the Senate Committee was pressing for it, that it was not the duty of Zionist
leaders to press for deferment, that it wes enough to indicate to the State Depart-
ment that the Zionist leaders were not pressing the resolution but that the matter
was in the hands of the Senate Committee, which was bent on action.
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The delegation saw Mr., Stettinius, Senator Wagner and Senator Connally,
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and discussed various compromise
proposals which had been considered in the discussion with Dr. Silver. The delega-
tion made it clear to Mr., Stettinius that the Zionist leaders were not pressing for
action. While the Secretary of State thought well of a compromise whereby the
resolution would be voted out by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with the
understanding that it would not come to the floor of the Senate for final action at
that session of Congress, this proposal was turned down by Senator Connally. The
enti-Zionist elements in Washington who were anxious to see the resolution shelved,
felt very confident -- the very presence of the delegation of Zionist leaders out-
side the doors of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee indicated that the plan to
get the Zionists to disown their own measure was succeeding. Members of the Senate
Committee saw what was happening. The Jews themselves were divided and did not know
what they wanted after they had conducted an intensive cempaign in behalf of the
Palestine resolutions for almost a year -- and all this was happening only 48 hours
after the very seme Zionist leaders had sent telegrams to every member of the Senate
Committee urging favorable action on the resolution!

The delegation of Zionists was actually invited by Senator Connally to come
in and eaddress the meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Fortunately,
they refused this invitation.

What took place at the last two meetings of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee you have learned from the earlier memorandum., You know that the State
Department has assumed full responsibility for the deferment of action. You have
seen the statement issued by the State Department. You know, too, the attitude of
the members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee as indicated by the statement
which twelve of its members -~ seven Democrats and five Republicans, constituting
two-thirds of the Committee members who considered the resolution -- made: "... we
wish to record our own personal approval of the Resolution."

When Dr, Silver presented a complete report of what had transpired in con-
nection with the resolutions to the Emergency Council on December 20th, he made a
deteiled and comprehensive analysis of the present situation and submitted a program
of action which he urged the Council to consider. He also urged that a sub-committee
be eppointed to meke a careful study of the Council's organizational structure with
an eye to the greater efficiency and the smoother functioning of the Council and the
avoidence of such tragic pulling at cross purposes in the future.

Dr. Silver's statement and an sccount of what transpired at the last two
meetings of the Council cannot be covered adequetely in this memorandum. Suffice
it to say that the small group which had been quietly opposing Dr. Silver and
frustrating some of his wost important efforts almost from the very moment he was
named to lead American Zionist political work, refused to deal with questions of
policy. They were out to "get" Dr, Silver. This clique, composed chiefly of the
representatives of the Zionist Organization of America on the Council, created an
nissue" -- Dr, Silver had "contravened" the Council's decisions. They could not
wait to settle their score with him immediately. A motlon to censure Dr. Silver was
squarely rejected., However, a motion calling for the resignation of "all officers"
of the Council was made, following whlch ancther motion to table this last proposal
was defeated. Dr. Silver then resigned.

The ludicrousness of the trumped up charges against Dr. Silver becomes
obvious after one surveys the account of what really took place in Washington. It
chould be added that there have been occasions when there was contravention of the
Council's decisions, when Zionist leaders had acted independently and broken
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discipline, and when such actions had damaging effects on our work -- but the gentle-
men of the Z. O. A, in the Council not only refrained from censuring such acts, but
condoned them, actually gave them moral support and encouragement. Dr., Silver was

not one of the leaders whose actions were under fire. But that is a story requiring
a chapter of its own.

Here, then, is an important part of this tragic story. We have dealt with
first things first, and have given you an account of some important happenings in
connection with the Palestine resclutions. Other important aspects of this critical
situation, as well as a discussion of the basic and vital question of policy in-
volved here (which is really the core of the problem) must be dealt with separately.
This basic question of policy should be fairly clear to you from this memorandum and
from Dr. Silver's statement of resignation: "I shall continue to advocate ... a
policy in which timidity, appeasement and backstairs *diplomacy' will have no place."

Harry L. Shapiro Harold P. Manson

Formerly Executive Director, Formerly Director of Information,
American Zionist Emergency Council American Zionist Emergency Council
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Mr, Patrick Hurley is the third largest share-holder in
the Sinclair concern, As far as he knew, the Sinclatt groups
are not involved in the Arabian oil business and there is no
indication that they are trying to come in, There are rumors
that Mr., Hurley wants to become chairman of the Government
Petroleum Reserve Corporation, an organization which is to

build the pipe lines, but nothing definite has been done about
this yet,

The companies involved in the Saudl Arabian oil busi-
ness are the Standard O81 Company of California, The Texas Co,
and the Gulf Exploration Company, The leading group is the
Standard 01l Company of California.

A Mr, Thornberg, who was formerly adviser on 01l to
the State Department, is now the representative of the Arabian-
American Oil Company, which is owned by Standard 0il of Cali-
fornia and Texas, The dinner to the sons of Ibn Saud in New
York was arranged by Cal-Arablia and Tex-Arabia,

Dr. Goldmann then received the following review of the
situation: Sometime ago, the President set up the Petroleum
Regerves Corporation, as a division of the RFC (Reconstruction
Finance Corporation.s The members of the Petroleum Reserves
Corporation are Mr, Ickes, Mr. Knox, Mr, Stimson, Mr., Jesse
Jones and Mr, Hull, At the suggestion of Mr, Ickes, the PRC
decided to go into the Saudl Arabian oil business where private
concessions are held by Cal-Arabla and Tex-Arabis, The original
plan had been for the government to participate in the ownership
of the concessions, together with private companies, This was
violently opposed by the companies and Ickes had to give in,

A plan was then formulated whereby the PRC should build the
pipe lines which would go from Saudli Arabia to Hailfa., The ap-
proximate cost is 150 million dollars} however, the gentleman
thought that it would probably go up to have a billion dollars,
The money is supposed to be repaid within twenty-five years

by the private companies who own the concession, In addition,
the private companies are to keep a reserve of one nillion
barrels continuously for the government, and sell oll to the
government at 25% below the market price,.

The cost of transporting oll from Arabla to Haifa,
where it would be refined, would amount to twelve to fourteen
cents a barrel, of which twelve cents 1s paid to the Suez
Canal Company for passage through the Canal, If, as a reverse
lend-lease act, England would allow free passage through thg
Suez Canal, transportstion would be two cents per barrel and
would be much cheaper than building pipe lines through the
desert. Moreover, Wallace E, Pratt, president of the Standard
0il Company of New Jersey and one of the great oill geologlsts,
professes that by digging deeper in the United States oil wells,
0il reserves for hundreds of years would be avallable, The
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shortage of oil 1in Americs, one of the maln arguments of

Mr. Ickes is explalned by the price policy of the OPA, which
by its celings, makes 1t unattractive for the wild-catters
who are digging oil, to dig deeper and find new resources,

Moreover, if the pipe-line 18 built, the roylaties to
Ibm Seud would amount to $75,000 per day and would enable him
to build an army and be a constant threat of blackmail to the
American government and its pipe-line,

The oil adviser of the Navy 1g Commodore Andrew Carter
who is connected with various Texas Oil Companies. The oil
adviser of the Army 1s General Pyron, the former president of
the Gulf 01l Company and one of the larger share holders of
Cal-Arabia, The oil adviser of the Department of the Interior,
Mr. Ralph Davies, 1m the Vice-President of the Standard Cil
Company of Caslifornia,
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should be taken since we would meet on Monday in Washington and 1 N \x\n have
the opportunity to participate in the deliberations. g

& meeting was aceordiﬁgly held on Saturday night which I nnders;tand lasted
to the wee hours of the morning. Attempts, I understaend, were made to put through
resolutions to repudiate me and my action. Actually no action was taken.

On Monday morning, /Executive of the Zionist Emergency Council met in
Washington. At this meeting I gave a tentative report. I succeeded in persuading

the members r don!

I need not now re-state the reasons which I gave. The Executive Committee agreed

Council, December 7! Instead, our Executive considered az proposal to request
Stettinius (an appointment with him had previously been made by Dr. Wise) to issue
a statement (a) that his appearance before the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee in
opposition to our resolution is in no ﬁzc to be construed as indicating that
the 8tate Department is not in accord with the line of clear policy laid down by
the President on October 15, and (b) that if we agreed to the deferment of our
resolution the State Department would raise no objections to it when it would be
re-introduced in the next Congress. I approved the first part and strongly opposed
the second part, and the Comittée agreed to eliminate it. It was thén suggested
that I accompany Dr. Wise to the interview with Stettinius. Dr. Goldstein and
¥r. Shulmen joined the delegation. In the cab on the way over, Dr. Wise made sure
to destroy that part of our draft proposal which suguested postponement of our
resolvtion. Mr, Stettinius thought favorably of the suggested statement and
said that he would take it up with the President. Br. Wise said that he would
send him a corrected draft of the suggested statement.

It was now an hour or two before the scheduled meeting of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. The Committee met at 2:30. The version agreed on

by Wagner and Vandenberg was presented, and while the committee was discussing it,
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lir. Stettinius made a second appearance before it. He brought a personsl plea
from the President not to act on the resolution. He read, too, a telegram which
had been sent to the President on November 19, from a group of Moslem socleties
in Cairo. A copy of this telegram lir. Stettinius, at the request of the President,
forwarded to Dr. Wise and to me on December 15. It had evidently meade a great
impression on the President, for echoes of it are found in his letter to Senator
iiagners
The telegram reads as follows:
"To the President of the United States
Franklin D, Roosevelt
The Thite House
Raghington.

1. The Arabs, who are anxious to maintuin cordizl relations with imerica,
do not wish to attach great importance to certain declarations regarding Palestine
which were made during the recent politicil campaign, for they reslize, on the
one hand, that these declarations were made in abnormel eircumstances, and they
consider on the other hand, that the declarations contradict the spirit of justice
sponsored by you and by the noble &Americun Nation, and are prejudicial to the cause
ofpemforuhiehh&iuuﬂm. Horeover, they are contrary to the right
of Arabs to live freely in their own country. |

"The Americsn politicsl campaign 1s now over, and Arabs expect you,

Hr. President, to dispel their fears, restore their faith in American justice,
and draw closer the bonds of friendship planted by American schools and nurtured
by Americ n teachings and doctrines in the HMiddle East.

"2. No country in the world has suffered a greater injustice than Palestine.
From time imuemorisl it has beem an Arab country. Jews emtered it as invaders
and only occupied it for a short time; for they were constantly at war with the
abodines, and other invaders soon drove them out until the Arabs, more thanm
thirteen centuries ago, finally liberated the country and settled it.
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"3. Palestine is, by the will of God and the patriotism of its people, an
Arab country and will forever remain so, Seventy million Arabs, supported by
three hundred million Modkems, are determined to redeem it with their lives. Neither
the Balfour Declaration, nor the declarations of statesmen and the power of
Zionism employing various measures of force and coercion can change the course of
history or dissuade Arabs from defending Palestine and checking the tide of Zionism.

"4. Arabs have always sympathized with Jews in their afflictions in past,
mediaeval and modern times and history bears witness to this fact. But Zionism
has met this kindness by conspiring against Arabs and attempting to wrest Palestine
from them., This has naturally led to feuds and bitter feeling which have left no
hope of reconciliation or mutual understanding.

"5. The project of installing Jews in Palestine will undoubtedly lead to
permanent conflicts which will not only come to an end by one people destroying the
other, not only in Palestine but in the whole East as well, This fact is worthy
of your attention and the attention of all those ﬁho are anxious to establish
universal peace and tranquillity in the future.

"g, Arabs cannot believe that Democratic America is capable of helping
usurpers, encouraging injustice, sacrificing her reputation, repudiating her mission
in this world, discarding her friendship with the “rab world, and foregoing the
moral and materisl interests which she has inArab and Moslem counttes, all for the
sake of a race which is widely scattered in the world, and which _only relies on
the power of money for the realization of its designms.

"For the above reasons, Arabs meeting inCongress hope that you will
uphold them in their own country and that Zionism will be given no support by you,
your Government or your people.”

"(Signed)

wTHE ARAB UNION SOCIETY,
Fouad Abaza Pasha, President
Assad Dagher, Secretary General

"PHE YOUNG MEN'S MOSLEM ASSOCIATION
Dr. Dardiri, Secretary General
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THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUHCIL - A YEAR OF ACTIVITY

The American Zionist Emergency Council came into being a year ago, dur-
ing the darkest period of recent Zionist history. At a time when certain
official quarters went so far as to attempt a ban on open discussicn of the
Palestine question, the major Zionist bodies in the United States — the Zionist
Organization of America, Hadassah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion —— joined in re-
organizing the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs and establishing
the Council as the political and public relations arm of the entire American
Zionist movements Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen B. Wise were named
co~chairmen of the Council and immediately set out to mobilize public opinion
behind Zionist aspirations through a broad ﬁublic relations program.

A number of special departments, directed by experts in their respective
fields, were established. These included departments dealing with Community
Contacts, Information (Press and Radio), Publicatiéns, Speakers, Research,
Intellectual Mobilization, Christien Opinion, American Jewish Religious Forces,
Special Events, Labor Relations, etc. A permanent bureau was set up in
Washington and almost immediately official circles began to recognize that
a dynemic force was on the scene — a responsible orgenization wvoicing the
sentiments of an overwhelming majority of American Jewrye.

More than 300 local emergency committees were formed throughout the
country, and in December, 1942, the first conference of local committee chair-
men was held in Cleveland, where detailed plans to enlist American publiec
opinion in support of the Council's work were formulated. The heads of these
local groups returned to their cities, inspired to carry out the most effective
program of education in American Zionist history. Hundreds of editorials in
papers ranging from country Jjournals to metropolitan dailies, scores of resolu-
tions, rallies, radio addresses and articles by Jewish and non-Jewish leaders

resulted from the educational activities carried on in the local communities.
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Another highly successful conference of local committee chairmen took place on
May 23rd and 24th in Washington.

; On the political front, the most important step was the introduction of
the Palestine resolutions in both Houses of Congress. Of course this involved
_risks, but the Council was convinced that the risk of inaction was even greater.

During the hearings before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Zionist

leaders presented our case in a brilliant manner, and the loczl committees did
magnificent worke ZFrom every state in the Union, thousands of letters, post-

cards and telegrams were sent to the members of Congress, Seldom had Washington

seen such amazing public interest in a piece of legislation.

While action was deferred at the request of the military, it should be
made clear that these measures are not dead. When the proper moment arrives,
the Council will press for action on the Palestine resolutions,

As a reslt of the widespread public agitation and education brought
about by the Palestine resolutions, the "conspiracy of silence" on the Palestine
quostion was broken, and on March 9th President Roosevelt authorized Dr. Wise
and Dre Silver to say that "the American Government has never given its approval
to the White Paper of 1939...and that when future decisions are reached, full
justice will be done to those who seek a Jewish National Home."

The Councills educational activity in Washington also helped to bring
about the inclusion in the platforms of both major political parties of excellent
Palestine planks. On June 27, 1944, the Republican National Convention declared:

"In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men,
women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call

for the opening of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration

and land ownership, so that in accordance with the full intent

and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the Resolu—

tion of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine mey be consti-
tuted as a free and democratic Commonwealthe.."

This pronouncement was followed three weeks later, on July 20th, by the

Democratic National Convention's declaration, as follows:
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"We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted immigration
and colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establish-
ment there of a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth,"

With both major political parties giving their unqualified endorsement to
the Jewish people's efforts to rebuild their national life in Palestine, Zionism
has become a declared objective in the postwar program of the United States.

While much-has been accomplished in.the past year, there are many obstacles
to be overcome on our road to complete victory. The continucd support of an
overwhelming majority of American Jewry is required to bring this drive to a
successful conclusion. With that support, victory is almost assured, and the

day when Palestine shall be established as a free and democratic Jewish Common~

wealth not too far distant.

e Bl
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Dr. Felizmann hed become greatly diss.tiafied «ith the work of the
Emergency Coamittee as indeed hed many other Zionlsts. He insisted upon
" its re-orgenivation. He could not sccomplish his purposea. e asked me,
early 1943, ot moetings attended by Dr. Wise, lr. Lipsky and Nahum
Goldmann to take over the dirsction of the Esmergency Committee .nd the
politicsl work of our Hoveuent. I demurred im wing of the determined
opposition to me within the Essrgency Committee. I told both Dr,
Teizuarn and Dr, Wise that vhile I was willing to fight for Zionism I
wos not =illing %o start & fight with Zionists for tie yrivilege of
serving the cause. fHhen Dr. Feizsapn realized that the re-orgsnization
of the Esergency Commitiee could not be accomplished, he decided to
sxercise his suthority es President of the Vorld Zionist Moveument and
annagince such & re-organizction on his own suthority, « plan in vhich
Dr. Wise, dr. Lipsiy, Goldmann anéd others concurred. A moeting sas
set for Sapreh 1, vhen this re-organis=tion wus to have been snnounced,
but on the duy befors the mseting was called off,

Subse uently, negotiations begen with Shertok and the Jewish
Ageney looking toward the establishwent of & politiesl office in
Vashington which would be controlled by a political committee of Americsn
Zionists. I was asved to be chalirman of that comsdttee, hut 2 determined
opposition on the purt of those forces within the Zionist Esergency
Committes, of -hose opposition I wes aware, mede 1iself manifest. The
political office was estublished in jay, 1948, without the political
comittee being snnounced, but, us it was put, “in cooperation with
ir, Louis Lipsky and Dp, Wise,® hat this cooperation implied, was not
dafined,

Then it became cleer to some of my friends that the work of the
politicsl re-organization ~hiek, they, together with Dr, Welsmann, and
Dr. "ise believed imperstive wes belng sabotaged by a handful of Jeople
who did not represent the true sentiments of dmericen 7ionists, it was
resolved to challenge the control of this group. It was then thut the
"ovesent to Draft Silver® for the presiiency of the ZO0A wus initiated,
with the opposition bucking the candidacy »% Nr, Goldstein.

48 a result of prolonged negotiations =hich went on throughout the
summer of 1848, aun sgreenent =as resched and mede publie - that I wes
to e-sume the leadership in the sphere of politiesl affairs of the 7ionist
dovesent in the United Stiotes by becoming Co-chairsan with Dre Uise of
the Zsergency Committee, &and Chairwan of its Executive, &8 well as Chalrman
of the politiesl commitiee, i such were to be caulled into existence, which
would supervise the sork of the political office in Washington, of .-iainh
Dre Goldmann wug the director.

Early in the process of the re-organization of the Emergency
Committee, it was agreed that the Executive Commlttee of the Council should
function &5 the political committee, Goldmemn's political office inm
Hashington should thus have come under direct authority of the Emergency

Council, as it was originally intended.
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But Goldmann by them had conceived of himself as the head of an
independent political buresu in “ashington subject %o no American control
responsible not to the Emergency Council tut preswsbly only to Jerusalem.
He has maintaived ¢ is attitude ever sinece.

Had Dr, Veissenn succeeded in achieving the re-organization of the
Ezergency Coumittee esrly in 12435, he never wmould have established the
solitiesl burssy in Feshington. The explination shich was given by
fr, She tok to the publiec vhen he announced the crestion of the Vashington
burecu wes that the pudblic in the United States knows little concerning
Jesish aspirations and aschlevs:cents in Palestine snd that there was need
for betier presentation of the ilonist csuse before the United States
Governaent. The Emergency Coumcil since its ree-orgsni-stiom in
Septeaber hee done (uite sctisfactorily in doth directions. It is equipped
to do even better. There is no need for the Agency Buresu in Fashington
4o cerry on either of these two sctivities. It should lisit itself to
fransccting business with Latin Awerica and such other cctivities ss do
not come =ithian the program of the Aseric:n Zionist Energency Council,



The Program Committee recommends to the Executive Committee
of the American Zionist Emergency Council for favorable action
the followings:

1) A 11 approaches to the American Government or its
officials on matters relating to the program of political activities
of the American Zionist Emergency Council shall be undertaken by
representatives of the Movememt only with the prior approval of
the Executive Committee of the Council,

2) Dr. Goldmann as a member of the Executive of the
Jewish Agency has assented with this view and has expressed his
desire to act in conformity therewith and in MIest cooperation
with the Emergency Council, 4

3) Whenever matters related to the program of the political
activities of the Emergency Council are brought to the attention
of Dr, Goldmann in his capacity as a member of the Executive of the
Jewish Agency between meetings of the Executive of the Emergency
Council which call for an immediate approach to the American
Government or to its officials, Dr. Goldmann shall consult with
‘the co-chairmen of the Emergency Council, and together they shall

mewmmm

4) The officers of the Jewish Ageney in London and in
Jerusalem shall be informed of this action of the American Zionist
Emergency Council and shall be requested to communicate in the
future directly with the American Zionist Emergency Council on
all matters which relate to the political activities of the
Council,
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It has been agreed by the Program Committee that all
the approaches to the American Government or its officials
on matters related to the program of political activity of the
Emergency Council shall be undertaken by representatives of the
Movement only with the approval of the Executive Committee of the
Council or of such sub-committee as may be designated by it.

Dr. Goldmann as a member of the Emergency Council has
assented to this view and has expressed his desire to act in
conformity therewith. X

It is suggested that the co-chairmen of the Council alone or
with additional persons designated by them confer with Dr. Goldmann
with a view to the proeedural implementation of these decisions.

In view of the action taken the Committee expresses the hope
that Dr, Silver will withdraw the resignation he has tendered which
shall\not be made s matter of record.




STATEMENT OF THE AUFRICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE

The so~called "Hebrew Committee of National Liberation" is an
irresponsible adventurer which comes to the American public without
credentials and menaces the cause it presumes to espouse,

. The committee pretends to speak in the name of the "Hebrew nation"
in Palestine, but it has no mandate from the Jewish National Asgsembly,
which is the authorized and democratically-elected spokesman of the Jews
of Palestine. On the contrary, the leaders of this committece arc linked
with an extremist clique in Palestine, which amounts to less than one
per cent of the Jews of that country, and which has been outlawed by the
Jews of Palestine because of its anti-democratic and terroristic tactics.
It pretends to sce a distinction between "Jews" and WHebrews," which no
Jew would be able to appreciate or understand, but which is intended to
divide and disrupt the Jewish people. The real object of the Hebrew
Committee is to destroy the Jewish Agency for Palestine, the official
and internationally recognized body crcated by the League of Natlons to
act with the Mandatory Power "to secure the co-opcration of all Jews who
are willing to assist in thc establishment of thec Jewish National Home,!

The great majority of the Jews of the United States favor the
establishment of a Jewisgh National Home in Palestine as the one positive
solution for Jewish homelessness in the post-war world, This was made
clear at the AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE last September.

The bizarre ideology of the "Hebrew Committee of Mational Libera-
tion" would fragmentize the Jewish people instead of uniting them, Its
separatist and undisciplined tactics aim to undermine established Jewish
agencies and ingtitutions. The Jewigh cause is prejudiced and humilisted
by such irresponsible enterprises on the part of a group that pretends to
speak for Jews.




STATEMENT OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

The Jewish Agency for Palestine is the only international body
recognized under Article IV of the Mandate for Palestine by the British
Government, the United States and the League of Nations, as representing
the Jewish people in all matters coneerning the upbuilding of the Jewish
National Home in Palestine, It is composed of all Zionist organizations
the world over and numerous none-Zionists in various countries.

The attempt of a few persons who have come from Palestine to this
country without any authority, without having been delegated by any group
in Palestine, having played no role whatever in Jewish life in Palestine
or elsewhere, to proclaim themselves as the "trustees of the Hebrew
Nation's interest" is an act which, I am sure, will be rejected by all
sections of the Jewish people as a fraud,

There is some danger that well-intentioned non-Jewish groups,
eager to help the Jewish people in a time of tragedy, may be misled by
the bombagtie phrases and claims made by an insignificant group which
substitutes nolse for complete lack of standing, authority and influence
in Jewish life, These well-meaning friends must be warned that by allow-
ing themselves to be persuaded by these impertinent maneuvers they are
harming the very cause which they wish to serve,

The insignificant group which the members of the new committee
claim to represent has already done untold damage in Palestine by trying
to break the unity of Palestinian Jewry and by introducing methods which _
the overwhelming majority of Palestinian Jewry has rejected wich scorn
and contempt, American public opinion should not allow itself to be
fooled by the acts of a few men whom a normally organized people would
deal with as traitors to the commen cause and exclude from its community.
There is not the slightest chance that any responsible group, Jewish or
non~Jewisgh, not to speak of govermments or the League of Nationsg, will
pay any attention to this group, but as they have in the past, through
various triecks, succeeded in misleading and confusing spokesmen of Americar
public opinion, this warning is necessary. Whoever wants to help the Jewish
people and the Zionist movement must do it by cooperating with the estab-
lighed and recognized organizations, the leading one of which is the Jewish
Agency -- the only internationally recognized body authorized to act for
the Jewish people in all matters affecting Palestine., By helping the self-
styled Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, which purports to speak
on behalf of Jews who never gave them authority to represent them,
the prestige and influence of the Jewish organizations charged with the
complex and responsible tagk of building the Jewish Homeland will be
weakened and harm will be done to the Jewisgh people,




STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

It is all fantastic and would be comic if it were not so tragic.
A handful of young men are attempting to perpetrate a colossal hoax upon
the American people, and we would warn the public, the press, and all
official circles against being taken in by such a brazen fraud., The self-
appointed "Hebrew Committee of National Liberation" is made up of half a
dozen adventurers from Palestine with no standing, no credentials, no
mandate from anyone unless it be from the Irgun Zevai Leumi in Palestine,
an ingignificantly small pistol-packing group of extremists who are claim-
ing credit for some of the recent terror outrages. ZEvery movement has its
lunatic fringe and irresponsible splinter factions, and it is natural that
they should exist also in our midst. The danger is that uninformed people
may be taken in and may be led to believe that a new Moses has arisen in
Iarael . & .«

For more than 40 years, Jews throughout the world have been concerned
with the creation of a Jewish National Home in Palestine. To that end, there
were constituted on a democratic basis the World Zionist Organization, and
the Jewish Agency for Palestine which for 25 years have been headed by Dr. Chaim
Weizmann., The World Zionist Organization's representatives meet biennially
as the Zionist Congress and elect their leadership, who constitute the
Executive., Together with the representatives of the non-Zionists, they
constitute the Jewish Agency for Palcstine, officially recognized in the
- Palestine Mandate to represent Jewish interests and Jewish rights with re-
spect to Palestine., The Jewish Agency maintains permanent offices in London,
Jerusalem, Goneva and elsewhere, It carries on necessary political work
and handles immigration .and colonization into Palestine. For this work it
spends annually about $10,000,000 provided by regular contributions of
Jewish commrunities.

In America, the Zionist movement is represented by the American
Zionist Emergency Council, headed by Dr. Stephen S. Wise, of New York, and
Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, as co-chairmen., . . .

So far as the Jewish community of Palestine, which numbers approxi-
mately 600,000, is concerned, it ig democratically organized and is
represented by a National Council, the Vaad Leumi, This body is likewise
officially recognized by the Palestine Government, controls and directs
the Jewish school system, social welfare work, etcs It also has a limited
taxing power under the law. The Vaad Leumi, of course, recognizes the
Jewish Agency for Palestine and cooperates with it closely.

To complete the picture, it should be added that the overwhelming
ma jority of American Jews, through a democraticeslly constituted AMERICAN
JEWISH CONFERENCE in New York last summer adopted a post-war program with
refercnce to Jewish rights in Burope, as well as to the Palestine question,
Represented in the AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE are hundreds of local com-
munitics, as well as about 60 leading national organizations, including
all the Zionist organizations, the B'nai B'rith, the American Jewish Congress,
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Rabbinical Assembly of America,
the Council of Jewish Women, etc. . o«
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On February 2nd, an identical resolution was fathered in

‘the Senate by Senators Robert F. Wagner (Dem.) of New York and .
Robert A. Taft (Rep.) of Ohio. These resolutions were introduced ¥
with auspicious support. Upon their introduction, vigorous
endorsements came from Majority Floor Leader John W. McCormack
(Dem.) of Massachusetts and Minority Floor Leader Joseph W, Martin,
Jr. (Rep.) of Massachusetts, and the leaders of the Senate, United
States Senators Alben W. Barkley (Dem.) of Kentucky and Wallace H.
White, Jr. (Rep.) of Maine,

The Palestine Commission of the Conference met on January
3lst and voted to endorse the rcsolutions and to urge their support
by its delegates and its affiiiated national organizations. The
Conference issued the following stotement:

"The American Jewish Conference is highly gratified
with the Palegtinc resolutions which have been introduced
in the Senate and in the House of the Congress of the United
States. These resolutions reflect the spirit of the
Palestine Resolution which was adopted by an overwhelming
vote at the great gathering of the American Jewish Confer-
ence held last September, The Congressional resolutions
will, if adopted, be of utmost significance in securing the
rights of the Jewish people in Palcstine and the opening
of the doors of Palestine for unrestricted Jewish immigra-
tion, The warm rececption which the resolutions have
received in both branches of Congress and at the hands of
the leaders of both parties augurs well for their passage.
The American Jewish Conference calls upon all its delegates
and 211 the national organizations affiliacted with it to
lend their utmost support to these resolutions and to make
heard the voice of /merican Jewry against the White Paper
and in behalf of the Jewish Commonwealth in the halls of

Congress."

The Co-Chairmen of the Interim Committee sent letters to
the authors of the resolutions and to Congressional leaders who

were supporting them, expressing the Conference's appreciation.
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Taking stock of our situation as of to-day, following the postponement of
our resolution I should like to make the following observations. We have suffered
a set-back. There is no doubt about that. But it is not asserious as some have
assumed.

Suppose what had transpired in the last few weeks had not taken place.
Suppose nothing has been done in connection with our Resolutions in the House
and in the Senate. What would have happened? The Resolutions would have died
in the present Congress. It is naive to assume that nobody would have made
any inquiries as to why the Resolutions were not acted upon. The whole country
had been stirred up to the very last days of the present Congress to demand and
to expect action. As I indicated earlier, to the very last days telegrams amd
petitions were pouring into Washington, many of them from the hands of Ziorist
leaders, pressing for action. Some satisfactory explanation wbuld have had to
be given. What could we say? That we regarded the President's statement on
October 15 a.nd the political platforms as sufficient and there was no longer
any need for the resolutions? Then why in the world did we keep on pressing for
the resolutions after October 15 with the full knowledge and approval of the
Zionist Emergency Council? Why did the Z0A Convention inAtlantie City, following
the President's statement, ask for Congressional action? Why did we ask Congressmen
and Senators all over the country to pledge themselves before election to vote for
our resolutions? No, that explanation would not hold water. We would then
have to say that the State Department and the President had requested us to defer

action and that we complied. This would have called forth indignant inguiries as

to why the State Department and the President asked for deferment; the same
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indignant inquiries which are now being made and on top of it the Zionmist
leadership would have been roundly condemned for having consented to such action.

Our enemies certainly would have made maximum capital of the situation.
Congress, in spite of all the urging and prompting of the Zionists, refused to
act. The Arabs would have hailed that as a great triumph, for they had appealed
directly to Congress not to act on our Resolutioni and Congress complied with
their request. Anti-Zionists in the United States would have had a field day
at this major defeat.

But how do we stand now as the result of what has transpired in the last
few weeks? There was no actual rejection of our resolution by the Congress of the
United States.

On the contrary. Every indicetion is conclusive that the Congress was
prepared to approve of it. The House ForeignAffairs Committee actually approved
of it, and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, as evidenced by the Round Robin,
which the Senators signed, had & majority and more than a majority to approve it.
The President, had the resolution deferred. We have not lost ground therefore with
the American people, with American public opinion and with the legislative
representatives of our country. The action of deferment has been severely criticized
by the public press. There has hardly been anywhere an approval of its action.

It has not convinced the American people. These are fact, and these tm facts
shéuld be stressed and driven home to our people and to the American people
generzlly. We should not talk of th defeat of our resolution - even if some of us
are anxious to discredit this or that leader. It will do great hurt to Zionist
morale. Every Zionist body will suffer.

¥ ——  As far as the President is concerned, future events will show that we have
gained rather than lost ground. The report which has been widely spread that the

President is angry at what has happened, as far as I know, rests on on evidence.

It appears to be either a surmise or an interpretation calculated to create a penic
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him best that he constantly takes these pressures and influences into account and
his action is often the composite resultant of these various pressures. That is
natural; that is humen. This is true zlso in the matter of Palestine. Do not
deceive yourselves. Apart from such pressure as we exert from time to time, there
are always other pressures which our adversaries are exefting in one form or another.

The Arabs, British influences, Americun anti-Zionists, Jewish anti-Zionists and

“the MMNM % to Senator Wagner clearly reflects this

sx situation. Does any«me really think that if Zionist pressure were removed, we

would gain by it? Or would not the inevitable result be that combined and

continuous pressure from our ad President further and

further away from a pro-Zionist line?

—

I want to make it ptrfectly clear so that there may be no misunderstanding:

SCEaqe. 0
I do not mean that we must attack him or that we deal with him tactlessly. Such

pressure as we may find it advisable to exert from time to time must be well and

wisely considered and we must be sure of our ground. It must be legitimste and
———eee

appropriate. Surely no one will assert that the proposed action by Congress,
@—b_;tance what the President himself had said only a few weeks earlier,
could be regarded by any reasdnmb;ing unreasonable or inappropriatel
S seheniy: Ve wite S A S it Fhes i b T P 55 i

circumstances. In this matter it is we who are the aggrieved party, not the
',—-—_\__—_J

President, and Mir. Roosevelt as a reasonable man must himself recognize this to
R BT

be true. That is the only position which we can take as self-respecting men and

representatives of a self-respecting movement.
/————\ e
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~ | know what is in the President's n1fid and in the mind of the State Depertment with
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reference to Jewish aspirations in Palestine. The hour is late, the air is full
M
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of plans, proposals and counter-proposzls. So far we have had nothing from our

mal prohibitions agd.ut a pro-Zionist resolution i.n
—oRsay
Congrsu on the one hand, and his owm statemet, which he was unwilling to havo

S

Congress endorsel
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Those who say that our political strategy is to keep the President always

X: sweet-tempered, to explain away his every erro udgment in relation to
our cause, and to say "yea®™ and "nay" whenever he says "yea" or "nay" are, in

. —

my humble judgment, terribly in the wrong. To criticize the President is not
/——\_’\

to attack him., He is being eriticized by friends and by members of his own party
7\\\\ frequently for what they regard as wrong policies or bad appointments, or

political mistakes. So is Mr. Churchill criticized by his friends fre uently.

The President will gain respect for us and will lend a more atten ear to us if

we grow in independence and in ed ins on what we believe to be

morally due us. The President must be made aware that there is a critical judgment

to satisfy, an appraising eye and an uncompromising determination on the part of
the Jews in the United States and non-Jews, as well, who want to see full justice
7<10 »X...to Jewish Palestine, and ceunt upon the President because of the grave commitments
he has made and the responsibility which he has voluntafily assumed td do his
utmost to see that this justice is done. '
We must always bear in mind that the President is constantly subject to
conflicting pressures of all kinds from all quarters on all subjects. He is

accustomed to it; it is his daily bread. Moreover, we are assured by some who know
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January 5, 1845
e N

The Honorable Henry lorgenthau, Jr.
Secretary of the Treasury
waﬂhingm, B, Os

My dear Mr. Morgenthaus

May I send you the greetings cf the new year and
all my good wishes for the coming days.

On November 2 I wrote you a letter in which I included
extracts from letters sent to me by Dr, Weizmann which he
requested me to show to you. In the letter I also inguired
whether you received a document which Dr, Weizmann was sending
to you.

i . Chaunceys of your office, replied on November 4
that you were absent from Washington for seversl days and that
ny letter would be brought to your attention upon your return.
Not having heard from you, I am wondering whether my letter was
brought to your attention.

o
I should lize, also, to refer to‘;g letter of October 21,
following our conversation in your office, and my letter of
October 26, In your letter your indicated that you would inform
the President of ocur conversation. I am wondering whother you
have had the opportunity to do so.

Since writing to you last, I huve withdrawn from the
chairmanship of the Executive Committee of the Zionist Emer.ency
Council. You may have seen references to it in the public press.
I am now a private in the ranks, but as deeply interested in the
great cause as I have ever been.

With all good wishes, I remain

ilost cordially yours,

AHS:BK
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Bronxville, N.Y. Jan., 6, 1945
5 Tel, Bronxville 2:1036
" Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi
’ 4 The Temple
E Cleveland, Ohio
; Dear Doctor Silver -
i Your wire of a few days ago I found upon my return here., It will,
? unfortunately, not be possible for me to aceept your kind invitation to address

your congregation on the Sunday you mention., I am speaking in the Congregational

. Church of Stamford that morning on a union service of all the Protestant denom-
inations, There have been a few cases of flagrant anti-Jewish discrimination in
that town and +the wvarious ministers thought it best to have the thing thrashed out
in the open, in God's house, as they said, in the good old American way of the
Towm Hall meeting., ¥hen it was put up to me that way, I dared not refuse., They
are nearly all young men, terribly in earnest., To me tslking sbout anti-Semitism
is en swful bore, but I overcame my impatience and am now willing to suffer to the
extent of wearing gown and bib and buckled shoes for a few hours. I hope you
will excuse me.

| |
i“f‘ y

I had intended to write you a fey days earlier, What does Homer say? "1
was on the point of knocking when you prevented me by opening the door." In fact 1
had written you & long letter, but I tore it up agzin thinking that it might seem
presumptuous on my part, a non-Jew and therefore not s Zionist (offieciuclly) to mix
into affeirs which were not my concern, But then I was so ardently pressed these
| last few weeks by the Doctors ¥Wise and Coldstein to come out Wwith an act or
: statement in support of their particular attitude in the current diversity of
* opinion, that I got mm myself into such trouble and vexation of spirit that I was
almost decided to leave Zionism alone altogether., Now it was "dear Pierre, I
want to be guided by you (Israel Goldstein) and we should (nota bene) have our victumss
taken together for the N.P." And from Dr, Wise 11 sorts of flattering remarks, hut
behind my back they instructed the Christian Council not to have me spesk as I
am (contemptible argument!) more anti-British than pro-Zionist, If I am anti-
imperialistically inclined, not anti-British, wasn't it for the sake of Zion and /
the Jewish people that I took this attitude? Do these gents think that I could not {
be basking in high favor with their FDR and their Churchill if I, as British subject,
had taken an anti-Zionist point of view, which is so easy to take for the Uentile
with anti-nationalist notions?

Now I am told "the Jewish masses listen to you," by both Dr, Wise and Goldstein,
"and you must help repair the damage inflicted by Dr. Silver,"

Well, I am not going to do it. That's sll there is to it. Rather cast out,
and muzzled and lied about, than betr:y the cause of Zion., I spoke in Washington
last week. We had as large & crowd as in Severance Hall and K5 Protestent ministers
on the platform. 4nd there I defended your attitude, as far &s I understand it, and
your point of view., When I said thist "It is one thing for Dr., Weizmann and the
leaders of the Agency to pursue = policy of trust and confidence in Britain and
Churchill and to wait patiently for some concession after the war, they probably
cannot do otherwise., But for Dr, Wise and Dr, Goldstein to pursue a similar polic,
of laisser-drift vis-a-vis of FDR is impolitie, un-Americen, and will lead to

2 g ; Zionist
complete st.gnation. On the other hand an aggressive, militant, American
polgcy, a po§2:§ pursuied by American Zionists, of determined criticism and impatienc
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will immensely strengthen the hands of Dr, Weizmenn, He cen in that caze point to the
greatest Jewish community in the world as no longer satisfied with sacharine assursnces
of good will for after the war. I said I understood this to be the view of Dr,

Silver and the house literally rose to its feet and cheered your name, the goyim, too,
by the wayl Significant}

The same thing to-night at the Brooklyn Jewish Center, which had the synagogue
crowded to the rafters. There we had a (uestion period, And I ceme out openly
against VWise cum suis. In Louis I. Newman's Temple last Friday, too, the same
thing,

After the meeting last night, I talked with the Brooklyn Zionist leaders.
They asked my advice. They were boiling with indignation. They want to sweep the
administration into the ash can, I think they will., The Jews are sick and tired of
appeasement and whispers and dark hints, Their kinsmen are dying in Europe, The
White Paper is in force. Tomorrow the British will tell us: there are no Jews
clamoring to enter Palestine, The Jews are dead., Hitler killed them, Before this
argument is advanced they want action. And they feel that you ought to lead them.
They are waiting for word from you. They are deeply stirred.

The Mizrachi, who believe I am their particular chaver, called at my house
here in Bronxville, I advised them not to quit yet, to wait till we hear from you.

And so it goes. But, the others are not sitting still, There is = furious, base
campaign of slander going on. I will tell you more about that in detail when I see
you, and of course, I am now to be silenced, too.

The trial of the Irgunist case (my case) is also taking & wrong directipn.
Bergson won the first round., The American Jewish Committee had a series of articles
publish-d in the W, Telegram wherein it was hinted that in addition to being anti-
Catholic, I am also anti-Semitic, vide my slander of a reputable Jewish organizetion.
Instead of defending me, Shulmen let that go. They, the lawyers, have collected no
data, have no material to present to the court. I susp ¢t double dealing. An
attempt to discredit me, kill two birds with one stone, so to speak. I don't put
it past them after what I have learned in the last few weeks. But enoughl I hope you
can read this. I can't use a typewriter, having only one hand, The other one I gave
for Mr. Churchill's Empire when I thought that England was the "mother of the freoe."
Foolish Dutchmen, wasn't I?

With regards and assurances of solidarity and my respects, please to the
Rabina .

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Pierre van Paassen
5 Gellle

P.8, I am told the meetings in Dgton, Columbus, Indisnapolis and Cineinnati
which I am scheduled to address are tojcancelled in view of my "anti-Zionist
attitude in Washington." Quel toupetl
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AMFRICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE
55 WEST 42nd STREET

NEW YORK 18, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: LAckawanna 4-7319

Translation of a speclal dispatch by S. Dingol in The Jewish Day,
ril 8, 1945, (Similar dispatches have appeared in the Jewish
Y al and the Jewish Daily Forward)

PEACE IN ZIONIST RANKS COULD BE ACHIEVED WITHIN TEN MINUTES, SAYS DR. SILVER

ZIONIST LEADER ASSERTS THAT THE DISPUTE WITHIN ZIONIST LEADERSHIP
COULD BE SOLVED EASILY WITH GOOD WILL ON BOTH SIDES, - DOUBTS
WHETHER THE COMMITTEE NAMED BY DR. GOLDSTEIN WILL ACHIEVE THIS

The furor which has arisen in Amerlcan Zionist circles over Rabbi Abba Hillel
Silver's forced resignatlon from the leadership of the American Zionist Emergency
Council, and the protests and demands for his return to leadership which have come
from all parts of the country, have finally brought about a decision by the Executive
Committee of the Zionist Organization of America to name a committee which will ex-
plore the possibilities of restoring peace in the Zionist movement,

Dr, Israel Goldstein, President of the Zionist Organization of America, named
a committee of five, with Judge Louis E. Levinthal as chairman, for that purpose. The
four other members of the committee are: Daniel Frisch, Louls Lipsky, Ezra Shapiro,
and Dewey Stone.

When the membership of the group was made public, the American Zionist Policy
Committee, which supports Dr. Silver's policies, issued a stateﬁent expressing no
confidence in the committee becduse, with one exception, it is made up of Dr. Silver's
opponents, and "not a single member of the committee represents the forces in

American Zionism which have publicly demanded the recall of Dr., Silver."
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Dr. Silver was in New York on Friday afternoon and we made use of the occasion
to meet with him and get his opinion on the possibility for peace in the Zionist
leadership, and on the committee which was named by Dr. Goldstein.

Dr. Silver asserted that peace in fhe Zionist leadership can be achieved
very easily.

"Peace in American Zionism can be brought about within ten minutes!® Dr., Silver
declared. "If Dr. Wise and I were to discuss the matter and if it were made clear
that the question of prestige is not involved, but that this concerns the best in-
terests of Zionism, then I don't think we would have much difficulty in understanding
each other, provided that outside influences will not be involved."

"And what is your opinion on the peace committee?" I asked Rabbi Silver.

"The American Zionist Policy Committee, with which I am in complete harmony,
has already made a statement about that," Dr. Silver answe;ed. "We are not opposed
to a peace committee that really wants peace. But when such a committee is named, it
should be made up of neutrals who are not involved in the controversy, or it should
be a mixed group, representing both sides, who would arrive at an understanding
among themselves. Unfortunately the makeup of this committee is such as would tend
to prolong the dispute, rather than achieve early peace. One member of the committee,
speaking from a Zionist platform, could find no better word than "Fascist" to des-
cribe me. Another member of the committee has travelled throughout the country to
speak against me at Zionist meetings. Such a 'peace committee' can have only one
interest--to keep the present ZOA leadership in control and to keep me as far as
possible from the Emergency Council.®

"Do you believe that the ZOA Executive was insincere in making this peace
attempt?" I asked Dr. Silver.

"No, I would not say that. I believe that many members of the Executive were
sincere in requesting that peace be brought about. But because the makeup of the
committee was left in the hands of outspoken opponents of mine, what emerged was not
a peace committee, but a group which will try to bury every possibility for achieving

peace."

4/10/45
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THE FIGHT IS OVER. RABBI SILVER WINS.

It ie not without a feeling of regret that the Poet takes note of the in-
cident at the ﬁass meeting last Sunday at Lewisohn Stadium at which Rabbi
Stephen S. Wise was made the victim of an embarrassing situation.

Unquestionably the one living U. S. Jew who has done most for all causes
of U. S. Jewry, Rabbi Wise finds himself in a poeitibn for which he need not
apologize and one faced often by men in the thick of. politicel battles. For-
saken by the present hierarchy in the Z.0.A., most of whom are fighting among
themselves, whether openly or not, for his mentle, the famous Jewish leader
finds himself pitted against a young, vigorous opponent, who has behind him
the best press agenting any Jewish man has had in recent years.

Translated into everyday polities, the Lewisohn Stadium incident indicates
all these things: Rabbi Silver has already won his battle for leadership in
U. S. Zionism. There is no need for any "peace" committee, or anything else |
now; Dr. Silver has the Zionist movement in the palm of his hand. The present
regime in the Z.0.A. must certainly understand that they are living on borrowed

~._and the sooner they step down)
timqh‘the more lasting will their reputations be.

There is no denying that Rabbi Silver has captured the imagination of that
part of the U. S. Jewish community interested in the fate of Palestine. That
he has had excellent backing end behind-the-scenes guidance does not rob him .
of any glory. Hie fight and victory should be a lesson in "going to the

people" after having been denied by the higher-ups.
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X. The Roosevelt Declarstion

The culmination of thies impresgive nobilizetion of American »nublic
oosinion in behelf of the Commonweclth Resolution crme on October 15th, vhen Presi-
“ent Fronliiin Delcno Roosevelt, in e messcre to the 47th emmus)l Convention of the
Zionist Orgenization of Amerien, declorved thet effortz wonld be made to effectuate
the establichment of Poleatine oe o free and democrcotic Comrmonweelth and pledged
his assistence to bring cbout its reslization.

Conveyed by Senstor Pohert F, Verner, Choirmen of the Americon Pales-
tine Committee, to the Convention, the messare of the Pregident declared:

"Please express ny setisfretion that in eccord with traditional
fmericen nolicy, ond in keening with the zoirit of the four freedoms, the
Democreatic warty at its July convention this vecr included the folloving
nlenk in ite pletform:  'We favor the opening of Prlestine to unrestricted

Jewrich immipration and colonization, and such a nolicy cs to regult in
the esteblishment there of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth.'!









AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 Madison Avenue
New York 17, N. Y,

Ever since the military requested postponement of action on tho Palestine
Resolutions which were introduced in Congress, the Amcrican Zionist Emorgency
Council has becon encrgetically working to have these objections removede The
Council made numerous repreosontations to the War Dopartment, and both Senator
Robert Fe VWagnor and Scnator Robert Ae Taft, co=sponsors of the Resolution,
oxerted thoir offorts to this ond.

Senator Taft wrote to Secretary of War Stimson a month ago urgently soliciting
a reply as to whether the War Department's objections still prevailed in view of
the changed military situation,

Senator Taft has authorized Dre Abba Hillel Silver, Executive Committee Choira
man of the Council, to make public the following roply which Senator Taft roccivad
from the Secretary of Vars

WAR DEP ARTMENT
Washington
10 October 1944

Honoroable Robert Ae Taft |
United Stotes Scnate
"ashington, De Ce

My dear Scnators

I refor to your lettor of Scptember 12, 1944, regarding S.R. 247, introduccd
by Senator Wagner and yourself on the subjeet of opening the doors of Palestinc
to the free entry of Jews into that country,

Lt the time your resolution was being considered by the Foreign Relations
Committee the endorsement of such a proposal by the Congress had grave implications
which would seriously have interfered with the progress of the ware In responsec
to your inguiry I have roviewod the considerations which applied at that time.

I find that there is still strong feoling on the part of many officers in nmy
departmont that the passago of such a resolution would intorfere with our
military offorte However, I do ¢





