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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL #£0

MINUTES OF MEETING OF AMERICAN EMERGENCY COLMITTEE
FOR ZIONIST AFZAIRS

liarch 4, 1942

A meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs was
held on Tednesday evening, lMarch 4, at 8:30 P.li., at 41 East 42 Street:

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal (presiding) lMessrse Boukstein, Bublick, Cruso, CGold,
Goldstein, CGreenberg, Grossman, Gurfein,%éﬁiﬁ“Kowalsky, Rosenblatt,
Segal, Silver, Vertheims Mesdames: Bexjamin, Epstein; Leibel, Pool,
Shulman.
Mr. Mereminski, lir. Naiditch

Dr. Goldmann, lMir. Lourie, lr. Neumann

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: f

lMirs. Pool presented the following recommendations on behalf of the
Nominating Committee:

l. Ir. Stephen S, iiise as chairman of the Emergency Committee; lire
Robert Szold, treasurer and chairman of the Budget Committee.
This recommendation was unanimously accepted.

2. Members of the Office Committee: Dr. Tise and Mr. Szold ex officio;
Z0A: Judge Levinthal and Dr. Goldstein; Hadassahs Mrs. Halprin
and Mrs. Pool; Poale Zion: Mr., Tertheim; Mizrachi: Mr. Gellman
with Mr, Bublick as alternate with right to attend meetings but
to vote only in absence of lMir. Gellmang Members at large: Mrs,
Jacobs, Mr, Lipsky, Mr. Hayim Greenberg. In additfon the by-laws
are to be amended to provide for two additional out of town members
at large: Rabbi Silver and Rabbi Solomon Goldman. Rabbi Gold pro-
tested; on behalf of Mizrachi, that there was no representative of
lilzrachi among the members at large. The motion to accept the
second part of the recommendation of the nominating committee was
carried., Mr. Bublick, Rabbi Gold and Rabbi Kowalsky voted against it.

MR. GROSSMAN2
It was agreed to authorize the Office Committee to deal with the question
of Mr. Grossman's membership of the Committee in the light of his position on the

Committee for a Jewish Aruwy, with power to acte

POLITICAL ACTION:

Ir. Goldmann reported on the following® Iliore than 700 refugees of the
BS "Darien" have been interned in a prison camp in athlit for more than a year.
Despite repeated requests by the Agency to the Palestine Administration and to Lon-
don to have them released they are still interned, The Yishuv feels very strongly
about the detention and a serious position had been created., The war—effort had
need of these internees many of whom would be able to serve in the army or do their
share as skilled workers in industry.
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A delegation composed of Judge Levinthal, DIr. Goldstein and Mr. Neumann
had called on Lord Halifax on behalf of the Iarien internees. He scemsd to be
impressed with the facts in the case and said that he would send a report to his
Government. This was on Tuesday. On VWednesday we were informed of the drowning
of 750 Rumanian refugees on board the S. 5. Struma iniphe Black Sea. The passengers
on the boat were refused entry by the Turks unless the Palestins Administration had
agreed to give immigration permits to these passengers. Despite repeated warnings
by the Jewish Agency that refusal would mean sither death by drowning or starvation
or surrender to the Nazis the Palestine Government rejected the appeals,

Mr. Neumann had seen the Turkish Awmbassador who knew nothing about
the cases He said that he would wire for further informetion, A letter subsequent-
ly received from him indicates that the Turkish port authorities would not permit
the Struma to enter, since no result was obtained from "repeated actions with the
diplomatic representatives of the countries whi2ch were deemed as most receptive
to the idea of giving them admittance to their territories."

The reaction of the press in this country to the sinking of the Struma
had been very weak. It was clear that this shocking tragedy, responsibility . for
which must be placed at the door of the Palestine Adminktration; could not be
allowed to pass without an effective reaction in this country. It had been finally
decided at yesterday’s meeting of the Office Committeel

as To hold a memorial service in New York and to instruct the rest of
the country to hold either memorial or protest meetiugs in accordance with the needs
and wishes of the respective commmities,

b. To bring the matter to the attention of the President through infor-
mal channelss

ce To have a delegation present a formal memorandua to the State Depart-
ment, Steps have already been teken to arrange an appoinimeat for a delegation to
include the B'nai B'rith, and other organizationse.

de Appropriate cables are to be sent to the Prime Minister and the
President of the United States.

CABLE TO THE PRIME MINISTER

Mr., lMereminski expressed the opinion that the cable to Mr. Churchill as
drafted was not strong enough. Ilir. Segal also suggested that the cable make more
specific demandse

lirs Grossman said he believed that the cable shoulé explicit ‘ly cover
the following poiInts:

as The removal of the High Commissioner of Palestine

bo A change in Administration

ce Stay of execution of the White Paper

o The immediate granting of a comsiderable number of certificates

I+ was agreed that the cable be redrafted in the light of the discussions
(see also below discussion on'meetings!") which had taken place. The text of the
cable is not to be released to the press before a lapse of an interval of one week.

MEETINGS:

Mrs. Pool moved that the recommendation of the Office Committee in con-
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nection with the Struma incident to hold a religious service in New York and to
instruct the rest of the country to hold such services. (She did not support the
proposal for protest meetings outside New York even if the local copmunity so
desired).

There followed a lengthy discussion on the type of gatherings which
would most effectively make known the indignation of the Jewish community at the
Struma incident.,

Mrse Pool explained the reasons for the recommendation of the Office
Committee. It had been felt that mass meetings could be overdone. This was an
occasion of real mourning and memorial meetings c¢culd be very effectively publicized
and would be in line with Jewish tradifion.

Mrs Segal said he believed that a basic prinGlple was at stake: namely,
should we fight for our rights. He believed that we have a moral obligationto the
Yishuv to take specifically political action on the Struma incident. In his opinion
a religious service wae not an appropriate form of expression for a political bedy
such as the Emergency Committee, and he urged that the Struma incident be used for
political action of the most decisive kind,

Mr. Gurfein pointed out that tragic instances in history such as the
Boston massacre, the Kishiniev riots, etc. have always been used as a spring-boarad
for political action. This need not detract from the tragic feeling of mourning
felt by Jews throughout the world. The questicn is how far should we go. If we
felt we had an opportunity for obtaining the abrogation of the White Paper at this
time it might be appropriate to demand it, but we must decide whether we want to
protest for the record or to accomplish something. He agreed with Ir, Goldmann who
had pointed out that this was not the time to ask for the abrogation of the Thite
Paper. But, Mr. Gurfein said, the Struma incident may be cited as the cglmination
of a long history of maladministration on the part of Sir Harold MacMichael. TWe
can appeal to the moral sense of the British people who will understand the America
reaction as being the same type of spontaneous criticism which arose in America
after the Pearl Harbor incident. We will make it clear to the British people that
we are solidly behind their war effort but that incidents such as the tragedy of
the Struma and the entire policy of the Palestine Administration are a hindrance to
the war effort. He suggested that we arrange public meetings and make the following
demands:

l. The removal of Sir Harold MacMichael
2¢ The lifting of the ban on immigration and the immediate granting
of certificates.

Mr., Gurfein said that such political action did not preclude the holding
of memorial meetings which would be wholly appropriate and dignified under circum-
stances such as these.

Rabbi Silver agreed with Mr. Gurfein's suggestion but suggested that the
blame be laid not only at the door of the High Commissioner but on the Colonial Office
as well,

Concerning the type of meeting to be held Rabbi Silver said that he was i:
faver of a religious meeting because the American people was a religious church-
going people and would be responsive to a meeting held ageinst the background of
religious tradition. He believed this waspsychologically sound. However, if it were
not effective he had no objection to a mass meeting of a political character,

Mrs, Pool'’s motion that the Office Committee’s recommendation be accepted
was defeated by a vote of five to sevens
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The following motion made by lir. Segal was carried by.a wvote of seven
to five:

Action in the city of New York should be begun by a protest meeting.
In addition, a memorial meeting should be organized. Similar instructions are to
be given to Zionist districts throughout the couniry.

Mr. Neumann was authorized to proceed with the arraagements in accordance
with this decision.

REPORTS:

(2) Interviews
Ir, Goldmann reported on the interview of Mr. Neumann and himself
with Sumner Welles., lir. Neumann also reported on his interview with Colonel Cunning-
ham of the iilitary Intelligence Service and with lir. Bullitt.

(b) Public Relations Department

Mr, Neumann reported the recent activities of the Public Relations
Department and referred to

l. Editorial on the Struma incident in the Washington Post
2 The folloving papers have promised to carry editorials:
Washington Star
Chicago Star
Gannett chain
3> Various feature article:writers had promised to weite articles
on the Struma case.
4. He had discussed with Pl the possibility of sending a speciax
feature correspondent to Palestine.
5. He was proceeding with plans for the program of the memorial
meeting in connection with the Struma case.

Mr. Neumann pointed out that it was imperative to hgve a full time
rerresentative of the Emergency Committee in Washington: He had asked lir. Kritzer
of his department to stay in Washington temporarily, but this was merely a stop-
gap arrangement. lir., Neumann was authorized to recommend a suitable person for
this post and it was agreed that the Office Committee had full power to act in the
matter,

There was some further discussion in which the following points were made
Mr. Boukstein suggested that the maladministration in Palestine might appropriately
be tied up with the whole system of English Colonial administration which had proved
so disastrous in Singaprore and lMalaya.

Ir. Goldstein warned againgt using the argument that native populations

should be given sovereignty to an extent where it might be used as a boomerang against
Use

There was a general feeling that in any criticism of Great Britain's
Colonial policy cau tion must be exefcised not to fall into the trap of creating
sentiment against Great Britain.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 P.M.

Arthur Lourile
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TO: The llembers of the Office Committee
3 e 2( oA ¢
FROM:  ilr. Arthur Lourie be 5*)'4 ':12 PR
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The effectiveness of the Committee is often gravely affected by the~
delays and confusion arising from the need for obtaining the individual
approval of numerous persons and authorities before any final action can be
taken. At times this procedure results in a virtual paralysis of action.
An indication of vhat is meant may be given in comnection with the "Struma!
releases and cablegrams.

On 'Jednesday a week ago, February 25th, the morning press carried
the report of the disaster. ilr. Jeumann was in Vashington that day, but
following telephone conversations with him, with several members of the
Committee and with iir. Ben-Gurion in Chicago, it was agreed that a Statement
for release to the press be immediately prepared on behalf of the Coggit o T
This was done and after telephoning its contents to representatiVe_s_/andu g SToup
Dr. Wise in Florida, approval was obtalned, save that we were unable to
reach Judge Levinthal, vho was in court, until the latter part of the

afternoon.

Judge Levinthal then expressed his doubts as to whether the 8tate-
ment should be issued in view of the understanding in regard to publicity
on the refugee question which had been regched in the course of the interview
vith the British Ambassador the previous day,but asked us to consult
Dr. Israel Goldstein who had been a member of the delegation. Dr. Goldstein
was at a meeting and was unable to give an immediate opinion. Pending a
decision arrangements vere made with The Wew York Times to hold space for
the release beyond the usual times In the end it was not possible to send
out the release that day and the whole matter came before the Office Committee
the following afternoon (Thursday). It was then agreed that a somewhat
different Statement should appear, but naturally by that time it was too late
to issue the new release to the press and it was only on Friday that the
final version was sent out; it was no longer "hot news" however and received
no publicity at all in the general non-Jewish press. In striking contrast
very effective statements were issued by both the Executive in London and the
Agency in Jerusalem on the same day that the tragedy became known. It should
be added, however, that a full statement was prepared and sent out to the
Yiddish press on behalf of the Committee on 'ednesday.

A second example: At the meeting on Thursday afternoon (February 26th)
it was decided that cables be sent to llr. Churchill and to President Roosevelt.
Owing to _PEe@ccupation with the statements for the press on the "Struma" and
also on the Committee for a Jewish Army which were released late on Friday,
it was not possible to prepare the cables until llonday last. The process of
consulting the parties, individual members of the Committee and Hr. Ben—Gurion
then began. A number of changes were suggested and were incorporated in a
completely revised text which was ready next morning (Tuesday). Again there
was the process of individual consultation with all concerned and the
difficulty of reconciling different points of view where there has been no
community of discussion. The Statement was held up for the meeting of the
Office Committee on Tuesday Afternoon and with certain Fviy minor changes the




text as proposed as accepted. The Secretary was later informed that Dr. VWise
would be arriving in New York that night, and since the cables were to be
signed by him they should be submitted to him before dispatch.

The telegrams were at Dr. Vise!s office on Wednesday morning, but it
was not until after five o'clock in the afternoon that Dr. Vise was able to
let the Secretary know that he was unable to sign the cables in their then
form. The cables were therefore again held up and came before the meeting of
the full Committee on Wednesday night. At this meeting the text, which had
previously received general approval, was subjected to severe criticism by a
number of these present. In the result, the cables were once again held up
for radical revision and—echanges and, as in the case of the press Statement,
the advantages to be derived from an immediate reaction have been dissipated.

This sort of thing is obviously detrimental to Zionist interests. It
tends to discredit the Committee, and creates the impression (as at Vednesday
night's meeting of the full Committee) of inaction and laxness on the part of
those responsible.

If I may venture the suggestion, vhat is required is that the Chairman
of the Committee,perhépes with cud or two other readily accessible members,
be given authority to take immediate action in cmergency situations.

-
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By HENRY MONTOR

The world is enduring agony so that individual man may enjoy dignity and

freedom that need not be bought. The American people are being warned of the
dangers of totalitarianism which, through brute power, would enslave all,
In the midst of these grave events, when the normal pattern of living seems so
shabby and trivial, American Jewry is witnessing the institutionalization of a
technique which we call Fascism and which we always ascribe to others, never %o
ourselves,

The generous and resaonable among American Jews--which means the predomi-
nant majority-- recognizing the common dangers confrenting Jews counsel patience
in the face of wrong because many feel that "unity" is a shield that can help
protect a beleaguered people. But experiences in other lands in recent tines wern
ds that "sweet reasomblemess" is often an ins trument of self-destruction when
used by & people toward those who mislead it.

Let us examine a case history of the Council of Jewish Federations and
Welfare Funis, an orgsnization presumBibly representing meny communities through-
out the nmation. Originally, the Council styled itself abbody intended to give
#gervice' to the communities which were "member agencies." More recently, the
Council has assumed to be the “voice" of these communities, even before a whisper

was heard from the lecalities themselves,
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@mﬁm:mmumum-mmsmm Under the aegls of Council
mwmuummmmuanummmumu study national
budgeting proposals. mﬁmefmmmofﬁaw in Atlants at the
oddhwramwpmrasmwbﬁatmm-mm
umm.umum.mw:m, with no sdequate discussion at the
Motmw.mnmummbn.w.wum. directed that
mwm—lwumnumaumdzmn.mmumm

agencles” of the Couneil.
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gations
by Aserican Jews. &WWMW%“JQ‘M-&; that it represanted

wm&ummdwiﬂim that a small committee could gather infor-
mation not available to individwal commnities; that such a committes could welgh all
r«m»«muuwymmmpema;wwwmmun
the disbursement of funds. The op-onents of the plan gald that it wae undemocratic,
1“um“dhmwummwfumwsuﬂmt of American
:mumnitadnmmnmmmwulan involved in the
mﬁmmesmdt.hatamnmefm. mmmmmsmMofmu-
nating representatives {n Jewish communal 1ife, could not be expected to deal adequate=
umm:xyuammzmlmgt issue; msmgnmtmumu
pmmmmunmncﬁm. the individual comsmnities
M&MMMCMW&W&;WUMOM&“%
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An extensive discussion teook place in the press and the council ropms
of the country. It was assumed that when the Board of Directore of the Couneil
would meet, the two principal questions it would hove to answer would bes
{a) 15 the sentiment of the American Jewigh commuaity faversble to the establishe
ment of = national budgeting sdvisory comnittee? and (b) who has the right te
vote in the referemdum to establish such sentiment?

But on Saturday,May 17th, s smoke=hazy, alr-stuffy reom =t 71 Vest
47th Street in New Yorit City heard no sueh discussion from the Board of Directors
peopling it. Instesd, the officers of the Council amnounceds (1) That, by
a vote of 54 cities to 53, the proposal for the establishment of 2 national
tudgeting sdvisory committee had Deen passed; and (2) that in the light of
thies "victory", a2 peclally designated conmittee was introdusing, and expected
pagsage of, propesals t0 carry out this "mandate®. These proposals, far more
farereaching in actuality than those originally submitted =t Atlanta, Ga.

‘hieh proveked the natiomewide prefound differenges, were overvhelmingly
passed by the Board of Dircctors. The fow who spoke up in oppesition were die-
migsed with derision or pained sufferance for their hnk of manners in question-
ing the wisdom of the proponeats of the measures. .

Leaving aside for the moment the merit of any budgeting proposals,
let us examine the honesty-eand I use that challenging noun circunspogtilye-
of the determination of this "victery*.

There are here listed side by side, the cities wvoting for rejection
of the proposal and for acceptance--as the Go_ueil eounted thems
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Baltimore, Md.
Saginaw, Mioh.
Minneapolis, Mimn.
Virginia, Mian.
Vieksburg, Miss.
Konsas Oity, Mo.
”. Ml. “.
Hebe

Lincoln,

Atlantie City, N. J.
Buffale, N, Y.

New York City, N. Y.
Winston-Salem, N. C.
m. 'O n.

Iima, Chioe
Hamilton, Ont.
Altoona, Pa.

Butler, Pa.

Erie, Pae
Williamsport, Pa.
Chattanooga, Tean.
Memphis, Tenn.
Nashville, Tenn.
Dallas, Texas

San Antonio, Texas
Salt Lake City, Utah

Vi
Seat o.\h:i.
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An innocent public might have assumed that the referendum wass designed to obtain
an ageur te ;--lntioa of the American Jevish commnity on a fundamental revision of
poliey, Could a2 marrow margin of approval or defeat be regarded as a proper atmosphere
in vhich to injeet so controvereial a program, was & proper question.

How let us examine the validity of the affirmative ballots which are regarded as
the "vietorious mandate.”

It should be noted that there are various ecategories of "member agencies" of the
Council, concerned with different aspecte of Council services. The 1940 Directory issued
by the Coumeil defines six differemt kinds of agencies: (a) administration of local
soeial services; (b) administration of local social services and financial support of
affiliated organizations; (¢) coordination and support of local soeia services; (d)
support of national welfare programs; (e) support of overseas welfare programs; (f)
common counsel of Jewish welfare problems and needs,

In the first place, 54 commu

manities the Counci) listed as "member agengles". Is this a confirmstion of the
Council contention that there is an "overvhelming® desire for the notiomal budgeting

advisory servicel

In the second place, included in the 54 communities are the following:

(1) New York Ciiy. which, through its Federation of Jewish Fhilanthropiec Societies,
voted for the proposal. The New York Federation does not hove and hever has had any re-
lation to funderaising in Wew York City for "national and overseas agencies." In faet,
New Yorkers know that the New York Federation regards any effort to organize fund-
raising in Few York City for "national and overseas agencies" with alarm, because it
night jeopardize or othe wise advefsely affect the New York Federation loecal fund-raising
machinery. The New York City Federation is dominated by the same group which dominates the
Board of Directors of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds. In New York
City, there is no ¥elfare Pund. There is & United Jewish Appeal, The latter did not vote
and could not vote, Yet the Couneil will probably make the sunave attempt to
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were not votes to table the proposal or

-
‘v convinece the Jews oubside of Wew York that 1,200,000 Jews in Few York "voted for the
referendum.” In Brooklyn there was greater probity. The Brooklyn Federation of Jewish
Philanthropic Societies had a meeting to vote on the referendum. Officers of the New
York Federation came to Brooklyn to swing "another million votes of American Jewry." But
in deference to the pleading of one member of the Board who pointed out that the Brooklyn
Federation had nothing whatever to do with national and overseas fund-raising agencies
and, therefore,had no moral right to vote on the issue, the Brooklyn Federation tabled
the proposal.

(2) Vancouver, B.C. and Hamilton, Ont., two Canadian towns. With respect to the
balloting in Vamcouver, the Council officials adunitted that they were not sure whether
the eemi‘ty had the right to vote. But Vancouver was counted nonetheless, Cansdian
Jewish communities do not support the same kind of "national and overseas agencies" as
American Jewry does. Yet the Council Board was willing to use any device to secure its
fyictory." How do the Jewish communities of Vancouver and Hamilton, whose sons are
fighting the frustration of democracy in Zurops, feel about bt!.nc used as the tool with
which to club American Jewry into submission to the will of a minority gfoup in their
neighboring country? ‘_

One would have expected that there would be serious consideration at the meeting
of the Council's Board on HMay 18th of many factors leading up to an efficient, acceptable
budgeting procedure that would have won the support of those who said the fact-finding
factlities of the Council should beexpanded but that the power of evaluation should be
VASMAGNAL Dhay uight dovs asked these questionss dess a Smasder agemiy® Mavisg e
relation to "national and overseas szencies® in terms of fund-raising have the right to
express a view and bind other member agencies which do have a direct relationship? In
addition to New York City, there is los Angeles, Calif., for example, whose Federation
having no relationship to "national and overseas agencies" is regarded as having 3 votes
in the Council, equal to those of the Jewish Community Council of Los Angeles which is
the only bedy in the city controlling and directing fund-raising for outside agencies. In

view of the statement of the ~dvocates of the majority proposal tlgat ‘the American Jewish
communities were "demanding” the establishment of a national Wiu advisory committee,
to tdlte no action equivalent to votes of rejection’?
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(3) In ad4ition to Wev York Oity, Vancouver,B,C. and Hemilton, Ont., the Couneil
included smong its "victory" votes the following member sgencies among others, having
no relationship to loesl funderaising for "nationsl andoverseas agencies® (the founda=
tion of the whole referendum): Los Angeles Fedaeration, Oskland Jewish Federation,
Bridgeport Childrens's Soolety, Atlanta, Ge. Tederstion of Jewish Social Service, Duffs -
1o Federation all of vhich the Couneil 1940 Directory itself defined as havibg no bear-
ing on "national and overseas welfare programs.” It will be noted that many cities
have tvo agemcies, one dealing with locsl welfare and the other with nationsl and ever-
gseas welfars. These, then, mmﬂwhshm&hﬂmtmmmw
into *victory.®

Let us mow consider the validity of the statement made by the Council officefs to
the Board of Directors that only 52 commmunities voted to reject the proposal.

The following sdditionmal commmunities, among others, had voted to reject the pro-
posal but the Couneil office sald 1t received no ballots or other information from them.
The curious will, of course, vonder hov that could happen to gust emouch citles to give
a "vigsSory® to the majority proposals Selams,Ala., long Beach,Calif.,%aterbury,Comn.,
Pontipe, Mich., Niagara ¥alls,¥.Y., and Scranton,Pa.--a total of six cities. Add these
to the 53 and you have 59 ecitiss which voted to reject, as agalnst 54 voting o accept.
The Committes én the referendum, which was organized in opposition to the majority
proposal of the Council, offered evidence to the Council at its Board of Directofs meed
tng Ahat Whese eities had veted In rejestion. The Deard ves urgsd Mt b0 aseept Nerely
the word or documents of the Committee but to establish contact iumediately with the

respective cities to determine their mctysy position. Mol wms the brusque answer. A
tally that was not in the ballot box could net be counted. And so the most momentous
decision facing American Jewry was to be adopted by the methods of precinet captains at
& bitterly contested ward election for samitary superintenient!
Cincinnati became a major lssue at the Council meeting. On April 7th, the Jewish
Commanity Couneil of Cincinnati had met and, by an overvhelming mmjority, approxisately

5 %0 1, had thrust aside the proposal offered by the Council and had instead voted a
resolution vhich rejected evaluation but approved fukfa.ndiag. The vote wvas obviously

in rejeciion of
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the majority proposal and was 80 intended. But if Cimcinnati were counted in
the rejection column, that would be--in the Council methods of counting-- a
tie vote: 54-54, so a unique decision was made by the Couneil. It was decided
that Cincianati had not woted at alll That further emsured *victory."

Vhat about the other communities which weren't interested ih the
Council proposal or felt that it was much too controversial to injéct into the
community? Seven major cities votéd to table the proposal. Twenty-six others
decided to take no action., Was their point of view to be totally disregarded
by the Council in introducing a program of such far-reaching significance? The
answer is that the Couneil did disregard them, For the Council hed determihned
to go through with its Messianic role, no matter who or wvhat,

The Council might well have been u_tﬂ'utod in the reasons for the
decision of many communities to table the majority proposal or to take no
action whatever upon it. Obviously, the locsl leaders felt that a vote could
serve only to produce needless friction and to impede comstructive internal
work. It wes evident that the communities believed that they could function
perfectly well without the service which the Council has insisted the
communities "demand.®

Why could not the Counecil take a loaf from the experience of the local
communities which it is supposed to represent? If the local communities do
not want to disrupt their unity, why does the Council insist on disrupting the

unity of the whole of American Jewry by foreing through a plan which the

‘uutry does not need and which the country has clearly Qhon it does not want?

WHAT WILL AMERICAN JEWRY DO?
The proposals which were ruthlessly adopted by the Board of Directors
of the Council on May 18th to institute nationsl advisory budgeting on the
basis of the mythical "victory” were never examined in advance by anyone
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opposed to the majority proposal for comment or counsel. There was no
intention of arriving at a program acceptable to all elements of American
Jewry. It may be said, on thorough reading of the proposals, that they
not only repeat the original program submitted at Atlanta but give even
broader powers to a central comaittee to be set up.

There can be abd are honest differences of opinion as to the wisdom,
the practicability and the efficlency of a national budgeting advisory
service. But it is now fair to ask those who sincerely believe that national
budgeting is a desirable process or objective whether they think that the
methods employed by the Council to establish a "victory® are calculated to
win to the Council program resyect for its integrity or its impartiality?
Has anything been done by the Council proponents of national budgeting to
allay the fears of those who are suspicious of mational budgeting and of
the motives of some of those who would impose it? Did not the performance
of May 18th in Wew York City strengthen those fears beyond all description
by the boldness, the coldness and the stubborness of those who conceive
of themselves as having a mission to teach efficient budgeting to.
American Jewry even if they have to hurt American Jewry to do it?
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There sre more ominous dangers facing American Jewry than the institution of
a nmational buigeting advisory service. But it is jJust because of those very real
and imminent dangers that there must be careful exsmination of the lesdership whiech
sust cuide American Jewry in these saxious hours.

I have had the privilege of visiting scores of communities throughout Ameriea.
!hom!m‘thluhnhth-cmummm!‘wtbum
integrity, generoeity and vision, If anyone has doubts of the soundness of American
Jewry merely because of the snties of national leadership one finds resssurance and
faith in the dsily deeds of the lesders in the loczl communities.

These are days to examine the credentisls of our national leaders,

1 disagree completely with 2 notion prewvalent in some quarters that bécause a
Jew is wealthy he muest sutomatically harbor sinister motives. I have seen too many
who, with modesty and dignity, heve served and are serving the Jewish community well,
nationally and loeally., But it i3 just as dangerous & premise that because a Jew
has wealth he is necescarily 2 man of unquestionable intesrity, omniscience and
omnipotence. It may be super-politeness to the wealthy Jew but it is dangercus to
the Jewish community's interest to sssume that solely becsuse 2 wealthy Jew has
agreed to teke lendership his sincerity and his intelligence must never be questioned.
Hen of wealth hove » place and & respons=ibility--very important responeibility--
in the Jewish community: dut not as men of wealth but merely as Jews. Thelr
knowledge, their serviece and their intellect mmst be used on the same bdasis as any
other Jev called uwpon to serve. But it is time that Americen Jewry stop welghing
devotion to and knowledge of the nedds of the Jewish people on the sesles of Memmon.

These warnings are necessary because in effectusting the policy vhieh it adopted
on May 18th, and in beating down the opposition of those who honestly question the
helpfulness of the nations]l budgeting sdvisery ides, the Council will dring inte play
howitzers of wealth, in addition to the normal, equitable discussion. Thers will be
some men whose testimony will be inwvgked not because it is wvalid snd convineing but
in order to impress certain Jows.
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#ithout gquestioning the motives of any person, wealthy or poor, who belleves
that national duigeting sdvisery service is essentiel (what a lurury in these
necessitons dayes of Jewry!), certain observations ought to be mede for the benefit
of those who think that weslth alone is = criterion of compstence in Jewish leadership.

l!umthlmdvnlﬁhﬂmmmlf#%ﬁ“ﬁmm.

From smong the Jews of wealth in France came effective opposition %o ressonsble
laws in Frence for the admission of Oemmsn Jewish refugees, has

From smong the Jevs of weslth in the United States was sent an emissary to
emmmnnmuwamnumumnm‘muhm
to ease the opprezsion of Jews in Cermsny.

Prom smong the Jews of wealth in the United States came vigorous and expressed
hostility te the nominstion of Fellx Frenkfurter to the Supreme Court bench, of
Henry Morgemthew to the Seereteryship of the Tmessury, of Herbert Lehman to the
Governorship of Nevw York,

From among the Jews of wealth in the United Stetes hos come the most panicky
suppression of the rights of Jews--ss Americon citizenms—--to express their views on
America's relation to the war. |

From smong the Jews of wealth in the United Statesewonly a few dsys sgos-came
the most ineredibls attempt to convince Groeat Britsin that she ought not to permit
.aummufwwmn«wmnmmuw—nmﬁtm: ‘

It frequently heppens that some men of wealth identify their persomel fate with
that of the Jewish people. They believe that what seems satisfectory to thelr belliefs
mmamttwmmtozm:&-.,m«emm&wu«.
volee and power far grester than thet of any single Jew or combinsations of many Jews.

Put it is-—often, not nlwsys--these Jews who, by their wealth and their practises
often contribute most to undermining the Jewish position in the lands in which they
live, They bear sn swesome responsibility to differentiste between what is best for
them and whet is best for the whole people.

American Jews should sbandon their inferiority complex. Throughout this country
there are Jevs of great intelligence and a will to public service. Lst them rise up and
take their proper places whiche-in some instances--are occupied by men who, @espite
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their great wealth, have often debased the standards of gemerosity of
their communities by their failure to equal the braggadocio of their
talk with the breadth of their concrete deeds.

The ‘referendum conducted by the Council of Jewish Federations and
Welfare FyMd®'ias a test of the intelligence of American Jewry. This
observer believes that Jewry weathered that test with flying colors. But
having won its test, it is to be cheated of its fruits. Is that not how,
in larger affairs of society, the few dominate the many?
1 Af the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Council on
May 18th was an exhibition of democracy in practice then & new word

should be coined for the kind of government which has hitherto been

called Fascism.
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JeTeAs NEWS ~2e 10/6/42

ICHUD PARTY ISSUES DECLARATION; NOT ANTI~ZIONIST BUT OPPOSES JEWISH STATE

JERUSALEM, Octe Se(JTA)m= A statement clarifying the oims of the newly formed
Ichud ("Union") Party, emphasizing that the party is not ontieZionist but opposes
the policy of advocating the esteblishment of Palestine as o Jewish Sbate, was ise
sued here today by the leaders of the new groupe The stotement readss

"After the publication of Dre Magres! orticle on 'Palestine and Areb Union"
in the 'Baloyot Hayom! in June, it wos thought by a number of welleknown persons in
Polestine that some organized expression should be given to the main ides conmbeined
in that articles As o consequence, o moeting of about a hundred persons was held
on August 1le The invitations teo the meeting were signed by Profe Me Buber, lire
Goldwater, Dre Se Hirsch, Honriette Szold, Iire Julius Simon, Mre Me Smilansky, Rabbi
Je Unnp end Justice As Valcroe Dre Mognes cddressed this meebing end as o result
en interim committec was appointed to drow up a decleration to which those wishing
to join the "Union" would adherce

"It is secn from the declaration thet the "Union" is not at all an enti-Zione
ist orgenizatione It is, however, opposed to the present policy of the official
Zionist lecadership in advocating the ostablishment of Pealestine as o Jewish 8tatos
It is opposed equally to the establishment of Pelestine os on Arab Stotee The "Une
ion" is convineod that the problom of Folestine is insepereblc from thet of the
Middle East, and that the problem. of .the Middle Eesbt is inscparcble from the creoate-
ion of a Union of Frec Pecoples in ‘which Amorica end Englend would play o leading
porte The doclaration is as followss:

"le The 'Union! pdheres tey [ a) The Zionist movement insofar as this seeks
the csteblislmelt of thoe Jeislch Totinsuol Homo for the Jewish people in Pelestines
b) The struggle throughout the world for o low Order in international relations,
ond o Union of the peoples, larpe end small, for o life of frecdom and justice withe
out fear, oppression end wante

"2¢ The tUniont thercfore regards o Union botween the Jewish and Arab peoples
as essentiel for the upbuilding of Palestine and for necting its basic problemse
The tUniont will strive for cooperation between the Jewish world and the Arab world
in all branches of life = social, cultural and political = thus moking for the roe
vivel of t he whole Semitic worlde

"3e The main political aims of the 'Union! are as followss o) Goverrment
in Palestirc based upon equal political rights for the two peoplesy b) The adhere
ence of the sbeadily crowing Yishub and of the whole Jewish people to a Federctive
Union of Pales Rcighbouring countricse This Federative Union is to guaranto:
the nationel rights of all the peoples within it o) a covenant between this Fedoros
tive Union end an Angloe-Americon Union which is to be & part of the futurc Union of
the free peoplese This Union of the frec peoples is to bear the ultimate responsie
bility for the establishment and stability of internotionsl reletions in the New
World after the ware"

MEXICO ARRANGES INTERGOVERNMENTAL PROTEST AGAINST VICHY DEPORTATIONS

MEXICO CITY, Octe Se(JTA)== The Moxicon Govermment will ask all countries have
ing diplomptic relations with Franco oy Leval to join in an urgent protost against
Levelts project to exchange 150,000 enti=Fascist refugees in unoccupied Fronce for
French prisoners of ware The cndangercd refugees include 70,000 Jews from verious
ports of Europe and mony holfedevse

The Government herc, which reccived wind of this project some timo ago from
its Legation in Vichy, is particulerly alermed about the Sparish refugees who orc
under Mexican diplomatic protection by spegiel treaty with the Vichy repimoe
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SULZBCRGER OFFOSES JEWISH ARMY PROJECT3; OUTLINES PLAN FOR POST=WAR PALESTINE

BALTIMORE, Nove 6¢(JTi)=- Jows and non=Jews in America were urged here las’
night by Arthur Hays Sulzberger, president and publisher of the New York Times, to
discontinue their efforts for the formation of a Jewish Army in Palestines He also
suggested that the Jewish problem in Palestine should be solved after the war not
by the creation of a separate Jewish State there but by amalgamating several Arab
countries into one great 8tate "so that the Arabs would welcome its might and ncver
heve cause to fear that the Jews who move there would upset the numerical balance
of powers"

Back from a visit to Britain, Mre -Sulzberger made these suggestions in the
course of an address delivered here before the Brotherhood of the Madison Avenue
Templee He declared that the Zionist efforts werc helping "to create problems in
the Moslem world which merely add to the difficulties of the United Nations" and
worned Zionist extremists that their insistence upon the formetion of a Jewish
netional army would, if continued, result not only in embarrassment to the United
Netions, but could also be "distorted by the Axis in the Arab world,"

"Presumably the British government has decided," Mr. Sulzberger said, "that,.
all other things considered, it will not help win the war to mect the demand for
e separate Jewish .armye Furthermore, the United States government has evidently
not felt it eithor wise or expcdient to intervene with the British government in
this mattege It seems to me, thereforc, that since those deccisions have been made -
end I think made with a conviction that will not be changed.=at lcast during this
war = it serves no useful purposc to continue, at this time, a compaign which not
only embarrasscs the United Nations; but can be distorted by the Axis in the Areb
worlds I wish I had the ability to set that problem straight and teach my fellows
Anmericans who are not Jews that it would be wise to examine all the facts in that
complicated situation before lending their names to the extreme Zionist causey; or
the demand for a Jewish armye"

Jews Want the Right to Call Any Place Their.Homo, He Seys

Pointing out that the Zionist aims do not represcnt the desires of all
Jows, Mre Sulzberger declareds "If I, as a Jew, can help to impress the world
that what Jews want foar more thon a home of their own is the right to call any
place their home, thet in finding new homes justice must be done those who alreacy
dwell wherc the newcomer would live = then I believe I shall have been faithful %o
the tradition of justice which is my heritage as an Amcricen of Jewish faithe

"I would not have you think that I am unaware of the need for refuge for
meny peoples, including Jows, cfter this war is over," he continuede "I know, too,
thot many Jews will seek the Holy Lande But let us keep it a Holy Lande Let us
moke sure that we do not transform it merely into another nation, jealous of its
own national rights, hecdless of those who for the past two thousemd yeers have
lived within its borderss

"It would seom to me that this could be done if, when the time comes, there
is created a greet State out of several of the countries in that section of the
worlds I would make it sufficiently large so that the Arabs would welcome its
might end never have cause to fear that the Jews who move there would upset the
numerical balonce of powers And into this enlarged Stote I would welcome ell who
wish to come, ond the Arcbs would join in such a welcome secure in the knowledge
that they would not be outnumbereds Such & plen would provide the refuge we all
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PALESTINE!S IMPORTANCE IN MEDITERRANEAN WAR THEATRE WILL BE DISCUSSED AT CONFERENCE

NEW YORK, Nove 16e4(JTA)=- The strategic and military importence of Palestine
in the lMediterranean campaign and the necessity of mobilizing American Jewry to help
the Palestine community carry out its vital war tasks will be fully discussed at ‘the
Netional Council for Palestine at the Biltmore Hotel on Sunday, December 6, it was

ounced herc today by Dre Abba Hillel Silver, National Chairmen of the United
Palestine Appeals

Secretary of Interior Harold Le Ickes will be the guest of honor at a dine
ner which will conclude the day-long deliberations, Dr, Silver saide Other spedkers
besides Ilre Ickes and Dre Sikver will include Dre Chaim Weizmann, President of the
Jewish Agency for Palestine and the World Zionist Orgenization, -Pierre von Paassen,
Dre Stephen Se¢ Wisc, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Nathan Straus, Martin Agronsky and
Sylvan Gotshale

"The freeing of the Mediterranean from Fascist domination opens new vistas
for the development of Palestine and the Middle East and at the soame time places
new responsibilities on the valiant Jewish community in Palestine in carrying fore
ward the military plans of the United Nations," Dre Silver saide "Palestine at
the crossgoads of the ancient world, now resumes its militery role,,the most ime
portent communications centere. It is a pivotal point on the most direot route for
aid to the Caucasas and Stalingrade Haifa becomes the chief transit port for war
materials to thc Soviet Union via Iraq and Iran, saving the 4,000 mile voyage from
Suez to Dandexr Shahpure If the traffic is too great for existing facilities, we can
expect the early completion of the long=projected Haifa~Baghdad reilroande. With the
loyal Jewish populetion mobilizing all its rcsources to aid the war offort, Pales=
tine will now be an important base for the coming invpsion of Europe," Dre Silver
pointed outs

JEWISH RADIOMAN SAVES 13 CREWMEN OF NAVY PATROL BOMBER FROM DROWNING

NEW “ORK, Nove 16¢(JTA)=- Leonard Se Edelstein, a New York Jewish boy serve
ing as aviation radioman first class in the U,S. Navy, has been awarded o certificate
of commendetion for his "superhumon cfforts" in freeing the life boat of a rapidly-
sinking Navy patrol bomber and thereby saving the lives of the 13 crewmen, it wes
learncd here today by the National Jewish Welfare Boards

Scrgeant Maurice Londer, of Minneapolis, Minne, has been aworded the Silver
Star for gallentry in action in the South Pacific, the J.W.Bs aleo rcportse Genoral
George Ce Kenneyy commander of the Allied Air Farces in thc southvrest Pacific,
cwarded the dccoration to Sergeont Londer, praising his "cool and excellen markse
monship" in the course of o halfwhour eir engagement with Japanese Zero planes at
New Britein scveral months ago. '

First Lieutcnant Harold Spirc, of Los Angeles, is the recipient of a Purple
Heart, ecoarned as navigator of a Flying Fortress, it is also rcported by the J«WeB,
Wounded in an cir engegement, he recovered tompletely ond returned To actione Now
his parents have lcarncd that Harold is missing in actiond

Chief lochinist's Mate Abe Kushmon, of Oakland, California, is a holder of
the Purple Heart and is to receive the Churchill award end the Grand Flcct medal,
according to en official announcemente Ile is a survivor of thc Wasp, which was
his home for twowandwas=half yecarss :



Strictly Gonfidential

TO: MEMBERS OF THE OFFICE COMMITTEE ¢ .
T{: “}L‘k PYewe ¥

FROM: EMANUEL NEUMANN b X
Al w5

SUBJECT: THE CURRENT PCLITICAL SITUATION November 10, 1942 .'f_g;”.‘i,g achm

I am taking the liberty of setting forth a few observations on
recent events as they affect our political situation:

1, American military operations in Africa and the Middle East.
The expected has happened and American forces in substantial numbers are now en~
gaged in these parts. JApart from the large expedition in North Africa, 7,000
American troops have also been landed in Palestine and Syria, according to reports.
The growth of American military commitments in the Near East obviously involves ar
increase of American political interest and political influence both immediately
and in the post-war settlement in that part of the world. This presents not only
a greater opportunity but also a renewed challenge %o Ameriran Zionism. To date,
odr suceess in infiuencing American thinking and official policy with regard to
the Near East has been very ilimited, Actually., that is an waderstatement, Anti-
Zionist influences are strongly at work both in the Stato Department and abroad
(Of. Wadsworth's appointment)., The developing situaiion evidently calls for mére
serious thought and more effective action on our par® than hitherto,

2, [The victory in Fgypt. If, as now seems probable, the Axis is
crushed in Egypt and North Africa, and the Germans are stalled in the Caucasus,
the threat to Palestine and the Near East will, in the words of President Roosevelt,
"be very definitely removed." As a direct recult; the nuisance value of the Arab:
drops almost to the vanishing point. If they have made no trouble in recent months
while the danger was acute, there is extremely litile likelihood of thelr creating
trouble hereafter. This removes the most serious objestive obstacle in the way of
a more openly pro-Zionist policy on the part of Grea’ Britain and the United States
Government, as well as the only legitimate objection to the recognition of a Jew-
ish fighting force, In my opinion, it would now be vimely to press for a more
forthright policy, particularly on the part of our own Government whose position
in these matters vis-a-vis the British has been vastly strengthened by Ameriean
military participation in the Near Fast campaign.,

3. Results of the elections in Amerisa, One of the difficulties
under which we have labored for several years past has been the fact that the party
in power has been so securely entrenched and in command of a substantial majority
in both Houses of Congress., It is an axiom of practical politics that the respon-
siveness of the party in power to public pressure is in inverse ratio to its par-
liamentary strength, Moreover, the party in opposition is always more inclined to
lend its support to groups like our own than the party in power which carries. the
burden of responsibility, The situation has now undergone a radical change., Not
only are the two parties now almost evenly matched in Congress, but a general trend
has been revealed in the whole country away from the Democratic Party and toward
the Republican Party, Whatever misgivings one may have regarding the ultimate
effects of this shift as it may reflect itself in post-war polioy, the situation
immediately resulting presents an unusually favorable opportunity from the point cl
view of Zionist action, 'Neither party can now dispense with Jewish support and boi:
perties will be courting it. Secretary Hull's telegraphic reply of November 2nd i-
answer to the telegram sent him in Dr, Wise's name on October 3lst probably refl.--

a certain nerwsusness among Democratic leaders. (Copies of telegrams attached.)
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The Republicans, in my opinion, can in any case be relied upon, while they are
still out of power, to give us fairly unreserved support; while the Administration
forces will feel constrained to treat our representations and demands with far
greater consideration than heretofore.

In my opinion, we should not hesitate to take the fullest advantage
of this situation, but begin to press our claimg more concretely and with strong-
er insistence than in the past. Subtly and tacifully, we should make full use of
our improved bargaining position. In the light of this analysis onr efforts may
now go forward in various directions, including more serious and frank discussions
than we have yet had with the policy-makers of the Administration,

The time is also coming when we may initiate the long-deferred action
of asking for the adoption of a resolution by both Houses of Congress endorsing
our program. It will be noted that I have used the word "asking". There is no
doubt that while Republican leaders in Congress will be rather amenable to the
suggestion, Administra%ion spokesmen will endeavor to dissuade us on the ground
that such action would still not be timely., However, if the ground is well pre-
pared throughout the forty-eight states and sufficieni pressure is built up, the
Administration spokesmen will not be in a position to refuse us without offering
something in return. If they will then be prepared %o give us definite assurances
regarding American policy in relation to Palestine and %o give early tangible ex-~
pression to a clearly pro--Zionist policy, we may gracefully yield to their request
that we give up or postpone the effort to carry such a Zionist resolution through
Congress, If, on the other hand, the Administration should refuse to make con-
cessions or commitments, it would be sush an indication of lack of sympathy or
support as may well justify our pressing for the adeption of a resoclution by Con-
gress., But such a contingency is probably unlikely %o arise in view of the pol-
itical constellation., If we prepare properly and adequately, the Administration
will be confronted with a situation which will most likely lead it to treat with
us seriously and try to reach an understanding with us on Palestine policy.

There are, of course, essential prerequisites to a successful effort
along these lines. We shall have to organize American Jewry effectively and to
make it articulate, If our negotiations with the American Jewish Committee do not
lead to agreement in the very near future, we should consider the convening of a
national conference of all Jewish organizations as well as mass action by a peti-
tion or by other means, We must also organize the Jewish press so that it may be
a potent force and instrument in our hands, Many other steps would have to be
taken,

4. The general politico-military situation. If today's reports con-
cerning Marshal Petain's break with Hitler and adherence to the Allied cause are

true, the political and military conseguences are incalculable, especially if the
French fleet at Toulon follows suit, The resulting shift in naval ratios alone
is of an importance difficult to exaggerate., Without falling into the error of
undue optimism, we may nevertheless teke account of the possfbility of further
Allied victories which may considerably hasten the conclusion of the war. More~
over, irrespective of the strategic and military realities, aecount should be
taken of psychological and political reslities, among them the undoubted fact that
the public mind and to a lesser extent also the official mind, will be occupied
more than heretofore with the problems of the coming peace. It is reasonable to
assume that the problems of the post-war settlement will receive increased atten-
tion on the part of policy-makers during the coming months, This also imposes
upon us the obligation and necessity of further crystallising our views and plans
as well as a speeding up and intensification of our politicml efforts,
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5. and Oonclusion, Events here and abroad have ereated
the most favorable opportunity for successful political action on the part of
American Zionists since the outbresk of the war, This is due to four factors:
(a) the growth of America's power and influence in the Near East resulting from
her large-scale military operations in that sector; (b) the preeipitous drop in
the nuisance value of the Arabs resulting from Allied successes; (¢) our improved
bargaining position in America as a result of the recent elections; (d) greater
preoccypation with the probdlems of the post~war settlement as a result of im-
proved prospects for an Allied victory, The time is therefore ripe for a sharp

able dereliction of duty on our part who are the bearers of a historie respon~
sibility, 1It is suggested first, that the officers of the Emergency Committee
consult with each other as well as with Dr, Weilzmann; secondly, that a special
meeting be called $o consider a program of action previously prepared by the
officers and submitted by them to the Office Committee or to the whole Emergency
Cormittee, :
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THE BALFOUR DECLARATION qu7/

A Brief Statement on its Orlgin and the Results Achieved
Under it by Jewish Enterprise in Palestine

1. The text of the Balfour Declaration, issued on behalf of his Majesty's
Covernment on November 2, 1917 by Arthur James (later Lord) Balfour, is as follows:

*His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best en-
deavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country."

2. The Balfour Declaration may be regarded as the point of convergence of two
historic currents. The first 1s the millenial urge of the Jewish people for the
restoration of their nationhood, a sentiment that came to birth with the destruction
of the Jewish State and has persisted through more than eighteen centuries of dis-
persion and persecution. The second current was the profound sympethy, nourished
by Biblical prophecy as well as by considerations of practical policy, which leaders
of British thought and action hed for more than & century manifested in the redemp-
tion of Israel on its ancient soil, Among the Englishmen who gave expreséion to this
gentiment were Col. Charles Henry Churchill, a kinsmen of the present Prime Minister;
the philanthropist Col., George Gawler, the theologan A, G. Hollingsworth, the econo-
mist Dr. Thomas Clark, the explorer and archaeologist Sir Lawrence Oliphant, the
eminent statesman and soclal reformer Anthony Ashley Cooper, Seventh Earl of Shaftes-
bury, the novelist George Eliot, Lord Milner, Lord Robert Cecil and many others.

3. In America also, where, of course, the Bible has exercised a profound in-
fluence, the restoration of Israel to the Holy Land has always commanded wide
sympathy. As early as 1818 this sentiment was expressed by John Adams, second
Presldent of the Republic, and it found powerful confirmation in 1891 when William
E. Blackstone, a prominent clergyman of Chicago, presented a petition to President
BenJamin Harrison, urging him to call a conference of representatives of the prin-
cipal governments of the world to effectuate the restoration of the Jews to
Palestine, In this petition the Rev. Blackstone said:

*Not for twenty-four centuries, since the days of Cyrus, king of Persia,
has there been offered to any mortal such a privileged opportunity to
further the purposes of God concerning His ancient people. A million
of exiles, by their terrible sufferings, are piteously appealing to our
sympathy, justice and humanity., Let us now restore to them the land of
which they were so cruelly despoiled by our Romen ancestors.®

Even more significant than the petition itself, are the signatures that
were affixed to it, Among those who signed it were authorized representatives of
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the newspapers of New Yerk, Chicago, Pnlladelphia, Boston and Washington; the mayors
of those cities; members of Congress; Chief Justice Melville W. Fuller of the
Federal Supreme Court; leaders of industry and finance, as well as numerous clergy-
men, educators and writers.

4. The Balfour Declaration, 1gsued at a period of low ebb in the fortumes of
the Allies during the First World War, was an act of prophetic statesmanship that
stirred the imagination of the British people. TIears later, David Lloyd George,
nead of the British War Cabinet 3n whose name the Declaration was issued, described
the state of British publiec opinicn as follows:

*Men like Mr. Balfour, Lord Milner, Lord Robert Cecil and myself were in
whole-hearted sympathy with the 7ioniet ideal. The same thing applied
to ell the leaders of publie opinion in our country end in the dom-
inions, Censervative, Liberal and Labor."

The Declaration, moreover, Was issued only after careful and prolonged con-
gideration, and with the concurrence of President Woodrow Wilson. Among those who
collaborated in its formulation was Mr. Justice Louis D. Brandeis, whose recent
death has left so greast a void among the liberal forces of America.

5. The Declaration received the official endorsement of the United States
when in 1922 the House and Senate adopted a joint presolution of approval which was
signed by President Warren G. Harding. The resolution stated

"That the United States of Americe favors the establishment in Palestine
of the National Home for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood
that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious
rights of non-Jewlsh commmnities in Palestine, end that the holy places
and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be adequately
protected.”

Since then the cause of the Jewlsh National Home in Palestine has been
publicly end warmly endorsed by Presidents Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover &nd
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

6. The sympathy and good will of the American people has within the past few
monthe become still further erystallized. Under the leadership of Senators Robert
F. Wagner and Charles L. McNary, the AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE has been formed
nto give expression to the interest, sympathy and moral support of the Americen
people for the Jewish National Home in Palestine." The Committee already has &
membership of over 600, including 67 United States senators, 139 Congressmen, R
Governors of states, 71 mayors, many clergymen, judges, educators, writers, pub-
1ishers end civic industrial leaders.

7. The Balfour Declaration was made part of the Palestine Mandate which the
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League of Nations entrusted to Great Britain to administer, thus charging the
Mandatory Power to effectuate its intent and purpose.

8. Relying on the guarantees furnished by the Balfour Declaration and the
Palestine Mandate, the Jews have in the past two decades established the material
and spiritual foundations of the National Home., The Jewish population has increased
more than ten-fold from a little over 50,000 to 555,000, and the progress in land
reclamation and rural and urban colonization is well summarized in the report of the
Royal Commission, headed by Earl Peel, which investigated conditions in Pelestine in
1936, Following are some brief excerpts from the Royal Commission report:

*"Twelve years ago the National Home was an experiment: todey it is

a "going concern®,..The process of agricultural colonizstion has
steadily continued,,.Wide stretches of plain-land, drained and ir-
rigated and green with citrus trees or brown from the plough, are
now the agrarian basis of the Naticnal Home. The country-towns

heve likewlse grown and prospered...Yet more impressive has been

the urban development. Tel Aviv, still a wholly Jewish town, has
leaped to the first place among the towns of Palestine...Broadly
speaking, the remarkable urban development in Palestine has been
Jewish, (Palestine Royal Commission Report, London, 1937; pp.113-115),

*"The wide manufecturing field now covers extraction of mineral salts
from the Dead Sea, food products, drinks, eigarettes, tobacco,
building materials, metal-work, furniture, textiles, leather goods,
artificial teeth, matches, wearing apparel, and chemical and allied
products,® (Ibid., p. R09)

9, The Arabs in Palestine have benefited substantially from Jewish enter-
prise, Axis propaganda to the contrary notwithstanding; and in the absence of in-
citement and financial inducements by Axis agents to disturbers of the peace, Arabs
and Jews have demonstrated thelr desire and ability to live together in concord. The
same report of the Royal Commission states (p. 1R9)

"e have come to the following conclusions:

(a) The large import of Jewlsh capital into Palestine has had a
general fructifying effect on the economic life of the whole
country. :

(b) The expansicn of Arab industry and citriculture has been
largely financed by the capital thus obtained,

(c) Jewish example has done much to improve Arab cultivation,
especially of citrus. .

(d) Owing to Jewish development and enterprise the employment of Arab
labour has increased in urban areas, particularly in the ports,

(e) The reclamation and anti-malaria work undertaken in Jewish
%colonies" have benefited all Arabs in the neighbourhood.

(f) Institutions, founded with Jewish funds primarily to serve the
National Home, have also served the Arab population, Hadasseh,
for example, treats Arab patients, notably at the Tuberculosis
Hospital at Safed and the Radiology Institute at Jerusalem,
admits Arab country-folk to the clinics of its Rural Sick
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Benefit Fund, and does much infant welfare work for Arab
mothers.

(g) The general beneficent effect of Jewish immigration on Arsb
welfare is illustrated by the fact that the increase in the
Arab population is most marked in urban areas effected by
Jewish development®,

10, The Balfour Declaration has been called the Magna Charta of the Jewish
restoration, and the policy it proclaims has in recent years become vastly more
urgent for the Jewish people and the world at large. The wave of Jewish persecution
set in motion by Nezi Germany, has made millions of European Jews homeless and
destitute, and no other solution seems possible for them except emigration. It has
been reliably estimated that, under further scientific development, Palestine in its
historic boundaries could absorb millions of additional inhabitants., A way 1s thus
indicated for the solution of one of the world's gravest problems in consonance with
the dictates of justice and in harmony with one of the deepest sentiments of the
Christian World.

STATEMENTS ON THE BALFOUR DECLARATION
And the Jewish National Home in Palestine

by
1ORD BALFQUR JAN CHRISTIAN SMUTS
DAVID LLOYD GEORGE WINSTON CHURCHILL

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
BY IORD BALFOUR:

»For long I have been a convinced Zionist . . . I feel that on the whole
what I have been able to do for the Jews has been the thing I look back upon as the
most worth my doing.®
BY DAVID LIOYD GEORGE (In 1927):

"Tested by the events of the past ten years the policy embedied in the
Balfour Declaration of 1917 has been amply justified., A regenerated Palestine is
in the making, end the Jews are playing their full part in the work of reconstruc-
tion, . .I am convinced that Jews will not falter in the work to which they have
get their hands, and that in the fullness of time theilr aspirations in Palestine
will be realized. The Baslfour Declaration, now incorporated in the Mandate for
Palestine, is a pledge of British sympathy and good-will. It is a pledge which will
be strictly honored. The Declaration 1s accepted as binding by every party in the
State, and no metter what Government may be in power, Great Britain will stand by her

word., Let the Jews do their part and Great Britain can be relied upon to do hers.®
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BY JAN CHRISTIAN SMUTS (In 1927):

*The Balfour Declaration is one of the notable events in history, and its
true importance will be realized more and more in the decades to come, when much
else that occurred in the Great War will have become but a dim memory. . .It is
based on a sense of historic Justice, and constitutes a great act of historic re-
paration and renews once more the promise which is basic to Jewish history. . . It
was apparently a minor incident in the midst of a world of shaking events, but in
reality it was one of the remarkable events of history, for it was a renewal and
fulfillment of the promise, and it showed historic justice triumphant at last across
the long stretch of centuries., « + View it es we will, the Balfour Declaration, in
its great setting of history, 1s one of the most wonderful confirmations of the
moral and spiritual principle operating in human affairs.®
BY WINSTON CHURCHILL

*To whom was the pledge of the Balfour Declaration made? It was not made
to the Jews of Palestine, it was not made to those who were actually living in
Palestine. It was made to world Jewry and in particular to the Zionist associations.
It was in consequence of, and on the basis of this pledge that we received important
he.lp in the War, and that after the War we received from the Allied and Associated
Po'wers the Mandate for Palestine, This pledge of a home of refuge, of an asylum,
wa.8 not mede to the Jews in Palestine but to the Jews outside Palestine, to that
veist, unhappy mass of scattered, persecuted, wandering Jews whose intense, unchang-
irg, unconquerable desire has been for a National Home, ¢ .I cannot believe that the
ask to which we set our hand 20 years ago in Palestine is beyond our strength, or
that faithful perserverance will not, in the end, briung that task through to a
glorious success.

BY FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT (In a letter to the 44th Zionist Convention dated Sept.
4, 1941):

"I am happy to send my greetings to the Forty-fourth Annual Convention of
the Zionist Organization of America to be held at Cincinnati,

"ily interest in the Jewish national home has been expressed on previous
occasions, and 1t is a matter of gratification to note that the danger to Palestine,
which was felt to be not inconsiderable a few short months ago, at this time is
measurably removed.

"It is hardly necessary for me to say that the threat to Palestine doss
not differ in essence from the threat to this country, and I am confident that this
fact will find due recognition in your deliberations. I look forward to the day

when the great work which has been accomplished in Palestine may be carried forward
in peace and harmony.®



EXCERPT FRCM THE JEWISE TIMES, BALTIMORE, MD., JANUARY 8, 1943

DOCTOR MAGNES CABLES EXCEPTION
TO MISSTATEMENT

EDITOR!S NOTE: The Jewish Times received the following cablegram on Tues-
day, January 5, 1943, from Ir. Judak lagnes in Jerusalem, Palestine, in which
he takes exception to Iakbi Lazsron's statemen® prilished in these cclumns on
December 4, 1942,

Jerusalem
December 23, 1942.

The Jewish Times,
Baltimore, Md.

PRabbi Morris Lazaronts letter published your journal
quoting ungathorized from my personal private letter to him
seems acccrding reports reaching Palestine, give misleading
impression my position. Hence desire say am Jewish national-~
ist and helieve in Jewish Nationalisn but utterly opposed
those debated manifesiations Jewish Wationalism which re-
grettably have anpeared in latter years., My attitude on
Zionist policy fully expounded Januvary issue Foreign Affairs,

Judsh Magnes. M

Rabbi Lazaron‘s,sfatement in connection with this cablegram follows:

THZ FULL STATEMENT OF DR. MAGNES

I am extremely troubled that any act cof mine might have brought mis-~
understanding of . lingnes® pesition, portions of whose letters to me I pub-
lighed without his autherizaticn, In order that he may not be misinterpreted,
I desire to make wublic the entire correspondence,

After seeing the anncuncemen®t of the JHUD organizotion in the general
press, I wrote to Dr, Magnes enclosing a copy of the Statement of Principles
of the group of rabbis and laymen with whom I am associated,. This Statement of
Principles declares, among other %hings:

"Realizing hew dear Palestine is to the Jewish soul and how important
Palestinian rehabilitation is towerds relieving the pressing problems of our
distressed people, we stand ready to render uwastinted aid to our brethren in
their economic, cultural and spiritusnl endeavers in that country. But in the
light of our universalistic interpretation of Jewish history and destiny, and
also because of our concern for the welfare and sta%us of the Jewish people
living in other parts of the world, we are unable to subscribe to or support
the political emphasis now paramount in the Zionist program, We cannot but be-
lieve that Jewish nationalism tends to confuse our fellowmen cbout our place
and function in society and also diverts our own attention from our historic
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role to live as a religious community wherever we may dwell,...."
Dr. Magnes in reply commented as follows:

"(a) I also have a universalistic interpretation of Jewish history.,
But this for me is not in opposition to the national elements and hopes of the
Jewish people.

"(b) You are unable to 'support the political emphasis now para-
mount in the Zionist program.' What does the word evphasis signify here? I
am opposed to the political conteut of that program, rot because it is politic-
al but because I think tlie content under present conditions likely to provoke
civil war in Polestine and confusion abroad. Politics is one of the great
spiritual concerns of mankind, as the Prophets of Israel showed, They were not
cut off from life and they therefore did not opyose politics as such., But they
were concerned with the kind of political principles the State was based upon,
and upon the quelity of the political action of statesmen and peoples,

U(c) It is true that Jewish nationalism tends to confuse people,
not because it is secular and not religious, but because this nationalism is
unhappily chauvinistic and narrow and terroristic in the best style of Eastern
Buropean nationalisms, The factor of nationalism is also of great spiritual
moment, and it cannoi be answered by denying its existence. It depends upen
what we make of it, and it is here where legitimate criticism is, unhapplly,
called for,

UIt is well that you and your associates have spoken and I hope
that you will keep on clarifying all aspects of your principles. 'Research'
is in style these days. Could you not set up a research committee for further
delving into the bases and implications of your principles?¥

If ny letter, written under extreme pressure, has placed Dr, Magnes
in a compromising pasition, I most profoundly regret te have been the unwitting
occasion for such a situation and I trust that this completer statement of his
views will clarify the attitude of one whom I have regarded for years as a real
statesman,

MORRIS 5. LAZARON

Baltimore, id., Jan, 4, 1943,
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RESCLUTION ON PALESTINE
ADOPTED BY THE PALESTINE COuMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN
JEWISH CONFERENCE AND SUBMITT®ED BY DRe. ABBA HILLEL
SILVER OF CHEVAND, CHAIRMAN OF THE COMUITIEE TO
[HE PLENARY SESSION ON WEDNESDAY EVENING SEPTEUBER
l, 1943 at 8:30 P.il.

We, Jewish citizens of the United States dwelling in security in
this our beloved land, whichlbecause of its democratic institutions
and just laws.rgives to bigotry no sanction znd to persecution no
assistancej/and dedicated in undivided loyalty to the noble spirit of
our country, are gethered here as an American Jewish Conference, a
democratically elected body representative of #e@ American Jewry to
cope with the tragic problems of our fellow Jewg all over the world.
We make the following declarstion of principles.as to the relation be-
tween the Jewish people, the Homeland in.Pa#égtineIanﬂ the world need
for post-war reconstruction.

The Jewish prébléﬁvhgg'been made one of the central elements in
the present assaulgtoﬁléi;iiiiation.‘ In a worldawide Nezi-Fascist
congpiracy its exploitation has constituted the initial phase of the
assault. Its solution is an integral part of the conditions needed for
an eﬁPring peace.

In the first world war, the civilized nations pointed to =
solution of the Jewish problem through the reconstruction of the Jewish
Homeland in yalestine,with which the Jewish people has been bound up
historically and religiously throughout the centuries. This was ex-
pressed in the Balfour Declaration issued by the British Government,
after consultation between the Allied and Associsted Powers, on
November 2, 1917, end in the liandete for Palestine accorded to Great

Britein in 1922, with the consent of the fifty-one member nations of

the League of Netions and with the unanimous spproval of the Congress



of the United States.

On the basis of this international covenant the Jewisn people
set itself to the task of recreating its historic Homeland in Palestine.
In the course of twenty-five years, it has demonstreted a constructive
capacity which has already had a profound effect both on the hopes and
outlook of the Jewish people, and on a country which had for centuries
been regarded as one of the derelict areas of the world. The progress
of all sectiong of Palestine, Arab as well as Jewish, under the stimulus
of the developing Jewish Homeland is one of the most notable phenomena
of our time; the contribution of democratic Jewish Pelestine to the
victories of W the Near Eest has been a
significanykindication of the policy initiated by world opinion and
carried out in the;labérs aﬁd‘gacrificé?aafﬂt@a Jeﬁish people.

This period of pgéﬁhstrudtioﬁ, h@wevei;ihas cqejncided with
a general deteriorapioh'qr ﬁorld order and.international morality. Chief
among the victimsbbf fhi; detéfioration nave 5e;ﬁ the millions of Jews
in Europe. Yet despite the fect that the conditions which made imperstive
the re-establighment of the Jewish Homeland a quarter of a century ago
have been intensified beyond the darkest forebodings, the rights inter-
nationally gueranteed to the Jewish people with respect to Palestine have
been progressively whittled down on grounds of administrstive and political
expediency until, with the promulgation of the White Psper of May 1939,
nullified
the solemn promise made to the Jewish people was virtuelly smewided and
the last hope of millions of homeless Jews threateded with extinction.
The American Jewigh Conference, meeting st a time when the
policies of the peace are in the making, and conscious of its historie
responsibility end of its position as representative of American Jewry

and spokesmen for the silenced Jewigh communities of Europe, calls for
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the loyel and faithful fulfillment of the covenant entered into between
the netions of the world and the Jewish peeple.

We call for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration, and
of the lMendate for Palestine whose intent and underlying purpose, based
on the "historical connection of the Jewigh people with Palestine®,
wes to reconstitute Palestine as the Jewish Commonwealth.

We demsnd the immediste withdrawal in its entirety of the

Palestine White Paper of May 1939 with its unwarranted restrictions

S
on Jewigh immigration and land settlement. The White Paper ecmséi-

twbes a2 violation of the rights accorded to the Jewish people under
the Mendate for Palestine. It was characterized by lr. Winston
Churchill in the House of Gommons as & ¥breach and a repudiation of
the Balfour Decleration®.® The Permenent Mamdetes Gommission of the
League of Nations refused to recognized its 1ogality)or;§§ral
validity.

The Conference demands that the gates of Palestine be
opened to Jewigh immigration, and that the Jewish Agency, recognized
under the Mandate as the authorized representative of the Jewisgh people,
be vested with authority to direct and regulate immigration into
Palestine, to develop to the maximum the agricultural and industrial
possibilities and the natural resources of the couniry, and to utilize
its uncultivated and unoccupied lénds'{or Jewish colonization and for
the benefit of the country as a whole.

The measures here urged constitute the essential pre-
requisites for the attainment of e Jewish majority ahéf:;; re-creetion
of the Jewish Commonwealth.

In the pursuit of its objective of & Jewish Commonwealth,

the Jewisgh people has steadfastly held before it the ideals which sghall



integrate Jewish Palestine within the new democratic world structure.
The Jewish people pledges itself to scrupulous regard for and preserva-
tion of the religious, dinguistic and cultural rights of the Arab
population of Palestine, and to the civil and religious mmmEXIkXm®ExX
equality of all its inhabitants before the law., The inviolability

of the Holy Places of the various religions shall be guaranteed.

The Jewish peopde reaffirms its readiness snd desire for
full cooperation with its Arab neighbers in Pslestine, and, in the work
of its own national ;edemption, welcomes the economic and political
development of the Arab peoples of the Near East.

On the basis both of the part it has played in the history

of civilization, and its present achievement in Palestine, the Jewish

A
people believes that the Jewish Commonwealth to be established will
represent another fundamental contribution to the social and politiecal
ideals of the world. It will finally answer the agmnized cry of the
most mertyred of peoples,and enable it to take its rightful place

in that progressive order of mankind which,we pray,may issue from

clasannn 1'&&#«.\ dm;};_

the present struggle.

LN
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L NUMBER 1 MURRAY HILL‘2-06194

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooM 1903
NEW YORrk CITY

September 7, 1943

Dear Abba:

As I foresee a regular and rather heavy correspondence be-
tween us in the months to come, I propose to number my letters to
you and suggest that you do the same in order to facilitate
reference to them and the various items they will cover,

1, Boston. I have had a brief report from Bob Silverman,
Too bad the arrangements for your meeting with the group were
messed up, I understand you, nevertheless, made a start and
gecured some 7,000, I intend to get Ape Goodman to make a sub-
stantial contribution, after which it should be possible to get
some of the New England people to increase theirs, We ought to
be able to have some $50,000 by the close of the convention,

8. I have wired to Rabbi Wohl and I am enclosing a copy of
my telegram,

3. I have replied to Philip Slomovitz and I am enclosing copy
of my reply.

4, I am also enclosing a copy of my reply to Raymond “eslie
Buell, £He is an important man with a good political head on his
shoulders, It occurs to me that we might get several of our non-
Jewish friends who .are politically minded to serve on a kind of
Political Advisory Committee and meet. with us occasionally, You
might include Buell, Professor Carl Friedrich of Harvard, Reinhold
Niebuhr, possibly Wilkie and others.

5. Following your advice, We are not trying to organize
delegates and alternates at this time; but we do plan to insist
that the Convention should have a political committee where we
could have & thorough and frank discussion of the present political
gituation and Zionist political efforte to date, The purpose
would be not only to have our constituents fully informed but to
make them understand the nature of the situation which you are
inheriting from the previous regime,

6. I have not yet received a copy of Weizmann's message
of congratulations to you, I want to make a fuss about it in the
press and propose that we should release it together with a message
from you to Weizmann. I shall try to draft such a reply today and
perhaps read it to you over the telephone,
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MURRAY HILL 2-0694

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RoomMm 1903
NEwW YORrRk CITY

7. I have given further thought to the new setup
in the Emergency Committee and will either write you on
that especially or discuss the matter with you in
Columbus.

I am just beginning to recover from the strain of
the past weeks; I hope that you are, My affectionate
regards to Virginia and the boys. As ever,

&4
=
LR
o)
)
W

Dr, A, H. Silver
c/o The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio
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Letter # 2 MURRAY HILL 2-0694

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
Room 1903
NEw YOrk CITY

September 17, 1943

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
129810 Shaker Boulevard
Shaker Heights, Ohio

Dear Abba,
Szold

Yesterday 8z0ld was in my office and I had another chat with him.

For one thing, I tried to warn him against being drawn in by B. G.
into any anti-Weizmann front or activity. He agreed entirely, adding
that he realized that there was not one responsible Zionist in this
country who would approve of such an attempt. We talked again about
the political buresu in Washington and he repeated that there is no
need or point for such an Agency bureau now, but he thought you would
have no difficulty in working with Goldmemn. Regarding the Emergency
Committee set-up, he said that if he were in your place, he would go
slow about appointing people and delegating powers to them. He thought
that you should manage,it if at all possible, to spend the bulk of
your time in New York during the initial period and run things your-
self. Only thereafter should you delegate to others. In the meanwhile,
he thought the situation could be met by having a capable women in the
office to take care of the administrative work. However, he repeated
it was entirely up to you. Similarly he did not warm up to the idea
of the Vice-Chairmanships at this moment, but thought that, too, might
be left to be considered later. As for himself, he expressed the
desire to retire, as it were, from executive and operational respon-
sibilities and be put in charge of az special committee on Zionist
post-war aims and political planning. I believe he refers to a
careful study and documentation of our case. He has already spoken
to some persons who are willing to help in this particular piece of
work, and I think there is no reason to object to his taking on such
a committee. We also talked about your meeting wadh Frankfurter and
Ben Cohen. Szold offered to telephone them and/or write them to

pave the way for meetings between you and them. Our conference was
very cordial and I believe we have%established "friendship or at least
the basis for good working relatioms.

Concerning Schwefel

The more I think of it, the more I feel a strong effort should be
made to secure his appointment as Montor's successor. The fact that
Montor spoke to him earnestly ad/ the obvious man to succeed him is
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additional and almost conclusive proof of his fitness for the post.
In realty Montor may prefer to have someone else since he did not
suggest Schwefel's naeme himself until you put it forward: moreover,
Montor has been mentioning other persons and sounding them out within
the past few days. But whatever his reasons for possibly preferring
others, he evidently recognizes Schwefel as a logical and desirable
choice. Of course, it would have to be approved by the Board, but
there is absolutely no reason why anyone should oppose your re-
commendation unless motivated by purely partisan considerations,
namely Schwefel's energetic efforts and travels in connection with the
"Draft Silver Movement." Israel Goldstein and, of course, Mendel
Fisher and their close associates now look upon him askance though
they had been good friends before the Silver movement was launched.
If anyone should want to fish in muddy waters and eliminate Schwefel
he might succeed, But to permit this to happen, to allow Schwefel
to be penalized for exposing himself to opposition by his efforts
and loyalty to you would be a great mistake and might be taken as
evidence of weakness on our psrt. In short, I hope you will see
your way to urging his appointment firmly. It would be most desir-
able and useful to have him in that key position for which he is
fully qualified by ability, character and experience. .Many of our
people who have known Schwefel well, are more than enthusiastic about
him as, for instance, Abe Goodmen, Ben Rosenblatt and others. In
1941 Wise tried hard to get Schwefel to take the executive director-
ship of the Congress, and as far back as eight years ago Rothenberg
wented him to replace Margulies as executive director of the Z. 0. A.

Committees and Departments

When we meet Monday morning I shall have further suggestions regarding
the departments and committees of the Emergency Committee. For one
thing, I would now definitely advise to have a committee on "Intellectual
Mobilizetion" for activizing our intellectuals of all sorts. Steinberg
would be the ideal chairman for this department. The committee or
department to work out ideas and arguments for our political propa-
ganda I am prepared to guide without necessarily teking the chairman-
ship. I can be its Vice-chairman or an ordinary member. In that case
the committee on Research and Studies might safely be entrusted to
Janowsky, though he is not quite kosher on our present officiel
position. As for Schulman, Nahum Goldmann doubts whether he is the \
man to handle thé Zmérican Palestine Committee. He proposes that I

do it while Schulman undertakes the work which we have planned to
assign to Gross. For myself, if I am to take on a definite res-
ponsibility at all, I would prefer to follow your original suggestion
of supervising Washington activities as your deputy, provided we could
have a really decent set-up there and the necessary budget.

Emergency Committee Meeting

If you think it advisable and time permits, I will be prepared to
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render for the first time a report on the work of the Commission on
Palestine Surveys before the full Emergency Committee (on Monday
evening) or before the Executive Committee. From my point of view
it may be desirable to do so.

Irving Miller

Abe Goodman came to see me today to plead for Miller's appointment
as chairman of the J. N, F. and hoped you would put in a strong plea
for him with Goldstein on the ground that several members of the
Executive Committee have requested you to do so. Here, too, we
ought to be able to get our way. The argument should be:no penal-
izing of people who stuck out their necks. If Rothenberg takes the U, P. A.
there is really no better candidate than Miller, though I hear the
others are talking about Daniel Frisch. Distasteful as it may be,

I think you will have to give some attention to these matters which
gre hang-overs from the recent campaign. This for the sake of the
future, and not only the past.

It is possible that you may be seeing other people before we have
our talk on Mondey. In that case, I would suggest that you make
no final decisions on all questions of this sort, more particularly
the set-up in the Emergency Committee and the successor to Montor,
until we have the opportunity to discuss them again.

The other day Goldstein had a press luncheon. ‘gdnatizr wants to
arrange a press luncheon or dinner for you with the representatives
of the Jewish Press, say Tuesday evening., Please consider it.

As ever

’

QM,U'LQ
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Letter #3

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooM 1903
NEw York City

September 22, 1943

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
¢/o The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba,

I am sorry I missed you last night. I was tied up with an ap-
pointment and when I got to the Commodore around 6:30, I could
not find you.

Under separate cover I am sending you a letter I received from
Slomovitz which I would ask you to please return for my file
when you are through with it. Evidently Hoskins has been doing
quite a bit of work sgeinst us. This is, of course, further
corroborstion of the vital importance of orgenizing our political
work in Washington on the proper scale.

Jacob RichMan was in to see me today and confidentislly gave me
additional information about large scale plans of Peter Bergson

end his associates in launching a League for a Free Palestine.

They have already engaged several full time persons of ability and
intend to orgenize this as a mass movement by enrolling hundreds

and thousands of members. Since this has a direct bearing on our
plens for the American Palestine Committee and indeed on our whole
program, we shall have to deal with it promptly. I take it that our
plaens with regard to the American Pelestine Committee will have to
take their program into account. I shall try to have & private, in-
formal telk with Bergson and report to you. Also I intend to survey
the situation in Washington discretely and report to you on that.

As ever.

Faithfully yours,

EN:PB Emsnuel Neumann
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¥r, Emanuel Neumenn
521 Fifth Ave.
HOW YQrk’ N.I.

My cdear Emanuels

I am sorry that I missed you prior to train-leaving time.
I got your note from the porter just before boarding the train.

I was interested to lesarn about your talk with Peter
Bergson. Perhaps you would like to arrange for & meeting between
him, you and me some time next week here in Cleveland. Ve miuht
then speitd a few hours exploring the whole situation to discover
whether a basis of cooperation can not be found with the Revisionists
and the Army people.

Shulmen was in to see me on Tuesday, e is evidently
reconciled to the re-organization scheme which I suggested. He asked
for the post of Chalrman of the american Palestine Comzittee. I told
him that that post had bheen assigned to you in view of the fact
that you had created the .merican Palestine Committee and had daveloped
it. I suggested to him in an indirect way that if the Hadassah and
ZOA people would agree to having you become Vice-chairman of the
Executive Committee and would recoumend it, some arrangeszent could
be made with reference to the American Palestine Committes, He took
the hint and said he would explore the situation. I had in mind
of course thut you wanted the Vice-presidency in the first place. That
would give you the opportunity to help slong in the entire jrogram
and to deputize for me whenever I am away. I do not know whether
Shulman will succeed. I am walting to hear from him. He does not
feel qualified for the post of Chairman of the Press and Radie
Committee. :

‘ Montor is coming to Cleveland Honday to confer with me on the
details of the re-organization plan - the setting up of the committees,
ete. If you have any sugsestions for membership on the various
committees other than those which you already made, I would be very
happy to hear from you before kionday.
With all good wishes, I remain
Very cordially yours,

ARS:BK
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office |

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooMm 1903
NEw York City

September 24, 1943

Dr. Abbs Hillel Silver
¢/o The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abbe,
Post Mortem

I have been getting some interesting bits of information regarding the
convention situation. to the effect that Isrsel Goldstein had
inquired of Mr. Spiro, who is Field Director for the Z. 0. A., regarding
sentiment among the Zionists, and that Spiro had replied that in a contest
you would win three to one! Further, the other day Irving Miller had a
talk with Wise in the course of which Wise said that he now understood
that you would easily have walked awey with the presidency. If he had
known that in August he might have acted differently, but he had been
led to believe thet it would be st best & knock-down and drag out battle.
It is a good thing that Goldstein, Wise, and the rest should be awsre of
that, but it is equally important that you should be aware of your own
strength.

U.B.A., J.N.F., K.H, ete.

1 understend that ideas are germinating in the minds of Mendel Fisher and
others. Now that Montor is leaving the U.P.A. they feel it is the op-
portune moment to meke & drastic reduction in the U.P.A. staff and to build
up the position of the two funds as ageinst the U.P.A. I believe that
Mendel is selling the idea to the K.H. that they can now build up their
staff end organization at the expense of the U.P.A. and that the two funds
jointly mey handle the U.P.A. and U.J.A. situation without the intervention
of a first-rate executive director as the successor to Montor. My guess

is that it boils down to this--that Mendel wents to play the part of ex-
ecutive director of the U.P.A. himself, without giving up his post in the
J.N.F. and is pleying for the support of the K.H. by holding out a ﬁﬁt of
the aggrandizement the K.H. too. In this connection I heer that Rothen-
berg is asgesin veering in the direction of accepting the J.N.F. presidency;
and it is likely that the idea would be that he might 2t the same time be
cheirman of the U.P.A. On the other hand, a scheme is in the process of
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being worked out tying up the K.H. more closely with the Z.0.A. a
complicated plan for securing $100 life membership for the Z.0.A., the
money to be invested in K.H. bonds. It is also proposed that the K.H.
edvance the expenses for this campaign. I teke it thet Goldstein is
postponing the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Z.0.A. for two
reasons. First, to have it at e time when Sol Goldmen and jf#ller will
both be in town, &nd secondly, to ensble him to work out a number of these
ideas in advance of the meeting. The Szold group or the Young Turks) which-
ever one might call them, have not disbanded, but are holding s meeting on
Sundey. They are undoubtedly trying to repsir the demege they have sus-
teined snd retain or recapture control of the Z.0.A. end the funds. I
shell keep an eye on these things ss best I cen.

Agency Buresu vs. Emergency Committee

Everything is now set for a meeting of a sub-committee of the K.H. on
lionday afternoon to consider again the matter of the monthly payment of
$3200 for the Political Bureau esnd its relationship to the Emergency
Committee end its budget. Barring surprises, the Committee will edopt &
recommendation to the effect thet the K.H. should make further payments

only with the approval or on the instruction of the Emergency Committee.
Such sction will greetly facilitete your coming negotiations with Dr.
Goldmemmet. al. Fersonslly, I do not like to use such methods by wey of
pressure, but my scruples would have been stronger if Goldmenyend Weisgal
had been less luke-warm and their position less ambiguous that it was in the
"Draft-Silver Movement". In fact, Goldmeny himself sdmitted to me that he
had advised Lipsky and Weisgal not to psrticipete sctively on the ground that
it might incriminste (that was not his word) the World Zionist Executive.

My feeling is that since Goldmen got himself into #fdk position of being
sole director of politicel work in Washington, he lost hig easrlier enthusiasm
for drewing you in. On the other hand, he is nothing 1@ﬂ%ealist;and if he
knows that the Emergency Committee 25 well ss the K.H. will insist upon &
new arrangemen@,he will reedily accogmodate himself by accepting some com-
promise. Now it has struck me that™ gy be a edventage in your
working out an agreed solution with Goldmen and Lipsky, es representing the
Agency Executive, and merely bringing it to the Emergency Committee for
ratification--rather than having the Emergency Committee in the first place
make proposals of its own; because such an agreed solution would have be-
hind it the backing of the Agency, speaking through Goldman end Lipsky, as
well as your own authority and prestige. Under those circumstences our
Executive Committee would have little choice but to retify it. Whereas
starting with the Emergency Committee will provide the opportunity for
prolonged discussion and jockeying for position on the part of Shulman and
Goldstein or whoever else may be ambitious to have a hand in the political
work. I still think the solution is one politicel buresu in Washington
headed by yourself end including Goldman and two or three others. This
would slso obviate the creation of a political committee in the Emergency.
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I am now working on a breekdown of the Washington activities into
their component parts snd will send this on to you shortly.

As ever

Fgithfully yours,

EN:PB Emanuel Neumann

§ U ZSWWM%&ZQ
s




Letter i#5

Septenber 26, 1943

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
¢/o The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abbha,

Your letter of the 23rd came' to my hand too late to anewer it on
Friday.

Peter Bergson

According to 3efgion,]a jogd allof ?*

I have had one brief conversation with him and am to have alonger
one probably today. He had jJust returned from: Washington where he
had had a-long conference in the State Department. It was in con-
nection with the prospestive arrival pf Ihnéﬂﬂoud'g gon Feigal.

© waa Being exerted upon

his group to refha¥n fﬁp gardying onlany tical campaign during
red “eur‘people, Stephen

Feisal's stay here. ;he(glsg‘had tha
Wise et, al., hi’ 6mi§eh’po1vefia1ntn:-ﬂi ﬂ%&od critieizing the
Arabe; hut also‘ﬁ%gﬁnéﬁnﬂmg&&ﬁ@ aﬁstrdng‘bi FPalestine propaganda.
This I told hlﬁ,'ﬁf”@pux EOuldgnot Kﬁﬁt ; bu% ‘he was snxious to
confer with us i“ghee ﬁgg *dihg these matters“because his group had
made preperations for staging a cén51derab1é“campaicn in Weashington.
I spoke to Goldman about it promptly and expect that: converssations
will take place with Bergson before his departure for washington to-
morrow, Monday night. Geldman had alsc had a conversation with the
people in the Near East Division and apparently had intimetions from
them aboui Bergson's plans and the necessity for mitigating them.

Next Visit To Cleveland

I tried to make arrangements to secure accommodaticns for a trip to
Cleveland and return the latest Wednesday in view of the holiday,

but found it most difficult.  Morecver, it seemns impossible for Bergson.
I am. afraid I.shall have to give the idea up and plan to go over matters
with you as early next Monday morning as you would care to make it.
Perhaps 8:30 to 10:00 or scmething like that. In the meantime I will
keep you informed of what transpires,

Lawrence Steinhardt

As you know he is en 0ld friend of mine and a brother-in-law of Will
Rosenblatt.' We have had talkg with him on his earlier yisits. Now
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I have been trying to arrange for a conference between Steinhardt,
yourself, and one or two others, thus avoiding the necessity of his
having to talk with several of our leaders 1nd1v1dua11y. In the
meantime, however, Nehum told me he had got in touch with Steinhardt
or his secretary in Washington and was going to see him here in New
York--whether slone or with Wise, Weisgal, etc., I do not know; nor
am I, for the present, in a position to intervene in these matters
unless on express instructieng em@nating from you.

Emergency Committee Set-up

I have had another talk with Milton Steinberg who said that his pre-
ference would be the Committee on Publications, concerning which he hes
certain ideas; but he is prepared to take the Committee on Intellectusl
Mobilization. Iisufgested. that he might be cheirman of one of the two
committees and cooperate also with ‘the other. He will be glad to do

-‘whatever we decide. "I also promised to let him have some ideas regarding

the business of "Intellectual Mobilization". Regarding the Committee on
Research, I understood from Montor that he ie thinking of Kohansky as &
possible executive officer .for that department. If Kohansky is tech-
nically qualified, I helieve that he ighso ‘Onothie side of his political
views; and if weéh5ve %ﬁs&£% men 1ike 1] e C.K. to have Mrs.
Jacobs chairman of the Committee or at least :~@“;ber of it. I still
thingk it is deslrable to:dxaw*her in in :omE'wﬁy Tor reasons I have al-
ready given. .: By ihb s&me’teken §t ] would bévau%geﬂelytgnadv1sab1e to have
either Mrs, Epstein™ Qr-m“=,'ﬁalperé in that Hbmmlttee, for itwould mske
for absolute nonrngperaxabn bg%we¢n us anh*tﬁe Eéco Foundation, If the
worst comes to theworst T would even put Steinberg at the head of that
Committee and look around for another chairman for Intellectual Mobilization,
unless Steinberg would dc both, ‘Perhaps Steinberg, Rose-Jeacobs and ‘Haym
Greenberg could censtitute the nucleus of the Research Committee, I

think I tcld you that Mrs. Epstein was rather excited over the idea of her

serving on a committee for "Political Orientation" which I had originally
thought might consist of Greenberg, Mrs. Epstein and myself with Nahum
Goldman ex-offieio, I have not got the list of members in frcnt of me and
sc my present suggestions must be limited. ' I would add regarding the
Finance Committee, that %k=f should include Goodman &s well gs Rosenbloom.
Gocdman is on the spot and might forithat reason be named as chairman; but
it is:also necessary to have at least one or perhaps two members of the
Committee on the Finance Committes. In the past Wertheim has been signing
checks together with Szold and it may be politic to have him express his

point of view on ‘the Finance Commitiee rather than reise questions in the

Bxecutive Gommittee itself.

Herman Shulman

It was clever tc put up to Shulman the matter of my vice chairmanship in
connection with his desire to have charge cf the American Palestine
Committee; but, of course, the Hadassah and Z.C.A. people are not likely




h:

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver ~3- September 26, 1943

to agree if they can possibly help it., 1In any case I neéd not tell
you that I appreciate your effort in that direction.

Since it isunlikely that I can see you before Monday, might it not

be possible to.let me see the proposed set-up of committees sometime
this week so that I might think about it in advance of our meeting
Monday morning. ,

Did you see the write up in the New York Post;? If not,I can send you a
copy. What appealed to me most in thet interview was the reference to
the "Glorious Borscht". I am enclosing a little article which I wrote
for the Bulletin of the Seventh Zionist District in Manhattan, the
largest in the city. It is entitled "A Leader Emerges".

As ever,

Faithfully yours,
EN:P3 SRR ‘Emanuel Neumenn
Enc. B . R A

'ﬁ;&M G WW W4
A tord Trwriion
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!

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS t;/
Administrative Office e

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooM 1903
NEw YORrk CITY

September 29, 1943

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

¢/o The Temple

Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba,

I received your letter of the 28th in reply to mine of the 26th.

Emergency Committee Setup

I hope there will be no ironcled rule asgainst one person's serving
on more then one committee if he is willing end able to do so; so
that Steinberg, for instsnce, might mske his contribution in more
than one direction. I am glad you intend to appoint Mrs. Jacobs
Chairman of the Research Committee but I believe it will be nec-
essary to have written out terms of reference for that Committee and
that she teke it on that basis in order to avoid misunderstendings
leter. I mey try my hend at s draft.

Your decisions regarding Greenberg and Gold sre, I think, excellent.

I would not call Greenberg's Committee the Committee on Post-War
Political Planning, however. The latter is whet Szold intends to

take in hand eventuslly. Greenberg's Committee should, I think, deeal
with current political trends and developments and try to offer guidsnce
to the Zionist press, speskers, and propesgenda sgencies, generally.

He will be delighted to do so. Mrs. Epstein will be happy to serve

on that Committee as well.

I don't know what to say sbout Shulmen. I would not like to appear
to be the cause of his dropping out. If they oppose the Vice-chair-
menship, perhaps another task mey be assigned to E38 Connected more
directly with political sctivities in Washington.

Nzhum Goldmann

I fully understend your concern over Goldman's ubiquitous activity.
One of the troubles about him is that he is not tied down to any ad-
ministrative responsibility and,therefore, spends his entire time in
contecting people. He has & passion for casrrying on whet he considers
to be politicel negotiations and political conversations. Just the

-
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same, he has succeeded in impressing himself upon our people zs being
the man for political work and has been clothed with considerable
authority. I rather hoped that any clesh with him would be postponed
until your regime has been fully entrenched and consolidated. At the
meeting of the Sub-Committee of the Keren Heyesod the other dsy, he ap-
peared together with Weisgal and pleaded that he planned to go to Pales-
tine next month where he would work out with the Executive & new plen
and new arrangements, snd that in the meantime the payments should be
continued for three months. Rothenberg then suggested that the request
be granted and the recommendation was adopted, though it is still to be
approved by the full committee of the Keren Hayesod. If there is &
show-down with him I venture to suggest that a delimitation of his role
as representative of the Jewish Agency is not likely to be practicable;
end I still think the solution--at least the provisionsl solution--would
be a setting up of & joint political bureeu with yourself es Chairmen’
and with provision for a dsy-to-day conduct of the work by two persons
jointly: Dr. Goldmann,for the Agency, and someone else for Zionism.
Lipsky seems to favor such & solution. The question would be who should
constitute the Buresu or the Committee in cherge of it. Lipsky's ideas
was three: yourself, Goldmenn, and Lipsky, but readily egreed thet it
might heve to be five. He thought Goldstein would expect to be named

as one of them but I believe such a nomination is by no means indispen-
sable. Shulmen might be better, (especielly if he takes the Chsirmenship
of the American Palestine Committeghand I might be one of them. Wise
could be a2 member ex-officio in his capacity &s Chairmen of the Emergency
Committee. Ig,it is clearly understood that you are Cheirmsn snd are

to give y it might work. This mey also obviate the creation
of a "Political Committee" in the Emergency Committee. In such & set-
up I think you would be able to count upon the loyal cooperation of
Lipsky and probably Shulmean and, of course, myself. Lipsky has slways
had misgivings about Goldmsnn's activity end as between you end Goldmenn
he would e2lmost certeinly follow you. Since Shulman's place in the
picture is involved (snd that involves epparently aslso the attitude of
Hadassah) it would be fortunate if the Washington business could be
deglt with and an understending reached, not on Tuesday, but rather on
Monday prior to the meeting of the Emergency Executive Committee.

. P. A,

I understend that Goldstein hes called a meeting of the joint committee
of the Keren Hayesod end the J. N. F. for Mondey morning at 11:30 in
advance of your U. P. A. luncheon meeting; presumably on the theory
that you are going to spring something regarding the new U. P. A. set-
up and in order to confront you with & body of opinion representing the
two funds. It mey be smart not to submit proposals but rather to ask
those present for their ideas &nd suggestions concerning the new set-
up end possibly esppoint & smell committee to bring in recommendstions.
In this connection I want to report Lipsky's views. He hes the most
serious misgiving about offering the Chairmenship to Rothenberg on the
ground that he is not the person to continue your policies and the type
of aggressive leadership vigr-a-via. the J. D. C. and other groups, which

you represent. When I pressed him for his solution he suggested that
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you retain for the time being the national chairmsnship, but devolve

the actual day-to-day menagement and direction upon someone else like
Charles Rosenbloom or Joel Gross as Chairman of the Administrative or
Executive Committee of the U. P. A. This would enasble you to give
general direction to its policy while being relieved of all sdministra-
tive responsibilities. I must confess this plan appeals to me, particularly
since there asre signs of recalecitrency on the part of our friend Gold-
stein. I am convinced that he hass alresdy embarked upon & course de-
signed to build up for himself a dominating position by a system of
controls which would include the funds and everything else he can lay
his hands on. You will recall the resolution dealing with the Emergency
Committee which we put through the Political Committee of the Z. 0. A.
Convention and the Convention itself; end it is rether ominous that

the text of this particular resolution was not published in the New
Palestine. I thoroughly believe we shall have to have & show-down with
Goldstein at the very first meeting of the new Z. 0. A. Executive.

I will be glad to meet you early Monday morning et breskfast at sbout
8:30.

With best wishes for the New Year, as ever

Faithfully yours,

EN:PB : Emenuel Neumann
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Letter Noe 7 MURRAY HILL 2-0694

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
Room 1903
NEw YOrk Crty

October 7, 1943

Dr., Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

(1) Carnegie Hall: Since wiring you yesterday, I have learned
that Goldstein has taken Carnegie Hall for londay evening,
November lst for a Bal four meeting. Moreover, I had forgotten
that Tuesday was Election Day. For both reasons, I am giving
up the booking for November 2nd. I think Goldstein must have
got wind of the fact that some of us were planning a meeting
and hastened to beat us to it. What the program will be like
I do not know as it is in the hands of a committee which has
been appointed or will be appointed by Goldstein,

(2) UPA: My congratulations on the magnificent result you have
achieved. I am sure you regard even that as insufficient,

Just the same, it is tremendous and no one but you could have
done it. It strikes me that now would be the psychological
moment for you to secure a commitment from the UPA or of the

two constituent funds for an adequate budget for the political
work., At this moment no one will be able to successfully resist
.your request. Later, when the enthusiasm has cooled off, it may
be more difficult, Why not propose that in addition to the
$250,000. previously agreed upon, a further sum should be at
least reserved for the purposes of the Emergency Committee? Do
it now!

(3) Research Department: I had a long chat at lunch the other
day with Dr. Berkson. He had been approached through Lourie.

I think he is rather excited at the prospect or the possibility
of doing a real job, though he has certain hesitations. From our
long conversation I am dinclined to believe that he is prepared
to go along with us fully on policy and to interpret the job in
the sense that you have expressed. I think he would not, how-
ever, want to be a "candidate for a job"., He is, after all, a
man both of parts and position, He is a recognized scholar and
as you know, was ‘a member of the Jewish Agency Executive in
Palestine for many years. I think that if you were to have a
talk with him, satisfy yourself regarding his views and attitude
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towards the task, and if he were satisfied that he is really
wanted and that there would be a real understanding between you
and him, he would come along. A great deal of the material that
we want and need is already in his hands. All things considered,
there are great advantages in drawing him in, irrespective of
whether Mrs. Jacobs finally takes the Chairmanship of the commit-
tee or not, though I hope she will,

(4) Technical Mission to Palestine: Please read the attached copy
of my letter to Frankfurter., There is a real problem. Nahum
Goldmann thinks that the matter should be taken up with Felix next
week with a view to getting him to pave the way for us with Dean
Acheson, Assistant Secretary of State; and that he (Goldmann), and
I should join you in discussing this matter with Felix., However,
I leave that to you. I plan to leave for Washington on the 7:30
train Monday evening from New York and arrive there towards mid-
night, I shall be staying at the Mayflower Hotel. I plan at
present to make a train for New York on lwesday afternoon though
if necessary I could stay over until Wednesday morning.

(5) Peter Bergson: iﬁf}he demonstration in Washington yesterday,
#e seenad to have been a success. The/newspapers in particular
played it up tremendously. Perhaps néw our people may be more
disposed towards cooperation with them. I take it you have fixed
the appointment for Bergson next Tuesday. . Incidentally, did you
see Dr, Margoshes!' column in "The Day" devoted to your statement
on the fight against the White Paper?' It is splendid.

With kindest regards,

E urs,

[aRle = avap Stk

/M
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Answer to your Letter #7

October 8, 1943

Mr. Emanuel Neumann
722 Viast End Ave.
New York, N.X.

ify dear Emanuels

Thank you for your letter of October 7. I, too, am very much pleased
with the break which we got at the Allotwent Committee meeting of the UJA,

Montor ané Rosenbloom are busily engaged at the moment in getting up a
tentative budget to be presented at the next meeting of the Emergency Committee.
We are going to ask up to & half million dollars inclusive of the $180,000
still due the Emergency Committee. In the meantime it would be a good think for
you to talk to some of the people on the Energency Committee warming them up on
the proposal and suggzesting thuat pressure should be brought upon me to ask for
this amount, You might have & talk with Mr, Goodman about it, and Judge Rosenblatt,
The Miszrachi might come to urge it very strongly if they are informed that their
request for an allocation of ,000 in the 1944 campaign may be grantod if
the needs of the Emergency Comitt.u are latisfied. :

With refsrence to Dr, Berkson, He app«la to me very much., Montor has
been in touch with him, and when I am in New York for the Emergency Committee
meeting, I shall try to close with him.

As far as Frankfurter is concerned - I should like to see him alone. I
have not seen him in many years and I should like to talk with him quite frankly
and face to face not concerning only one particular subject such as you suggest,
about the Technical Mission to Palestine, but the whole field, and I believe that
he would feel freer to talk if there is no committee present., 'I think you can
wait with this technical mission for another day.

As far as Peter Bergson is concerned - I have an appointment with him in
flashington for 5300 P.M. I should like to find out more about the relation
of Bergson to Colonel Mendelsohn and to the New Ziomist Organization (Revisionist).
I have been ap.roached by Colonel Mendelsohn seeking collaboratiom with us and
- fighting the "hite Paper. Is there division within the ranks of the Revisionists
themselves? ,

I shall be most happy to see you in Washington. With all good wishes,
I remain

liost cordially yours,

AHS:BK
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Letter #8

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

Lo

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooM 1903
NEeEw York City

October 8, 1943

Dr. A. H, Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Abba:

I am enclosing copies of two letters - one to
Professor Carl Friedrich, and the other to lr, Andre Meier,
which speak for themselves. I can tell you more about these
matters when next we meet.

I am busy with plans for the Department of Post-War
Economic Planning, Above all, I am anxious to secure the
services of a first rate professional man, preferably an
economist, who has had plamning experience.

When this work was first projected early this year,
members of the Emergency Committee, or rather the Office Com-
mittee, were most enthusiastic about it and were prepared then
to make liberal provision for it; and figures of %50,000. and
$75,000. were freely spoken of, Actually I have as yet no
notion of what kind of budget it will require but I assume
that in any case an adequate budget will be granted. I-think
we can make a very big thing of it and should be able to
utilize this activity effectively in strengthening our political
position.

Best regards,

As r yours,

' ARG axmn DNRE

EN A1
{Enc.)
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Dr. Carl Friedrich October 7, 1943

the mandate, ineluding its preamble, was incorporated in the Anglo-
American Convention regarding Palestine.

It is also a fact that President Wilson had been consulted before the
issuance of the Balfour Declaration and that it would most probably
never have been issued if he had not heartily approved of it, despite
the faect that America was at that time not at war with Turkey.

While I would not undertake to evaluate precisely the Congressional
Resolution of 1922, it does seem to me that it could not be considered
as having no morael or political validity whatsoever. As you say, it
was adopted during a period whem our policy was isolationist and it
could not have been intended to serve as a means of involving us
abroad, but I should think that the very least that it did mean was
that the resclution, passed unanimously by both Houses and signed by
the President, showed that the U, S. meant to give moral support and
also diplomatic support insofar as it did not lead to actual involve-
ment, and certainly it must have meant that the U, 5. would or<shewld

would not be conceivable, would it, that after the passage of such a
resolution and its signature by the President in 1922 ti&R our Govern-
ment should have intimated to the British Govermment, say in 1925,
that it would view with favor the termination of the mandate and the
setting up of an independent Arab Government in Palestine? As it

» the British Covernment did not attempt to do so at that
time but if it had, would not our Government, which had given its
consent to the establishment of a British administration in Palestine
under the mandate, have been in a position to say the abrogation of
the mandate and the setting of an Arab Government or the annexa-

States had not agreed to and did not faver? And is it not conceiv-
able that our Government might have said as much to the British
Government if such discussion had arisen?

Now actually a situation similar to the hypothetical one did arise
through the issuance of the White Paper of 1939 and so far as I know,

The greater this disparity is shom to be, the stronger would be the
central thesis of your analysis. It therefore

memorandum would gain rather than lose in force the more sharply you
bring out this antithesis.

If that is so, I would not minimize the significance of such affirma-
tive sets—snd pronouncements as the record contains but rather
emphasise their significance to the maximum degree consistent with
objectivity, and then proceed to point cut how utterly the Goverrnment
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to some of the details: (1) Regarding ¥Wilson's attitude, I
refer you to a book on Louis D. Brandeis by Jacob de Haas. Ac
%o de Haas, Wilson from his sick bed had sent a vigorous warning to
the British Government to the effect that the commitment given %o the
Jewish people in respect to Palestine could not be broken without
involving Christendom in dishoner. I am quoting from memory but
de Haas' book contains several references to Wilson's and Colonel
House's role in conneetion with the Balfour Declaration.

(2) I am inelined to question the statement that the Balfour Declara-
tion was issued "quite informally." It seems to me that it was
rather formidably official and formal - a letter from the Foreign
Minister on behalf of the Cabinetl, addressed to the then President of
the Zionist Organization in Fngland, Lord Rothschild, in response to
& formal petition which had been submitted to the Govermnment by Lord

{3) I am not sure about the statement that Balfour and Wilson were
lacking in ecandor in allowing the Zionists to make considerably
broader inferences than need have been inferred from the Declaration,
Any such Qeclaration should, I presume, be evaluated in conneetion
with the background and the setting., If, therefore, Wilson during
that period spoke about“laying the foundations of the Jewish Common-
wealth”and if members of the British Cabinet in their public addresses
spoke in much the same vein, is it not fair to conclude that the Allied
statesmen, who were the authors and the sponsors of the Declaration,
actually meant it that way? I should say that while the Declaration
was cautiously worded, it was meant to render possible the full fruitiom
of Zionist aspirations, and in fact Balfour's described the
Declaration as en expression of sympathy "wi onist aspirations."
Everybody knew what these aspirations were, namely, the building wp of
a Jewish majority and the evolution of Palestine into a proponderantly
Jewish Commonwealth.
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(4) I am happy that you included a quotation from the Memorandum of
1919 contained in ¥iller's diary and I think also in
boel;. uynummldbomtynqmuummuum

Captain Yale in particular, There
views in Lawrence's Letiers., Prof the dissent-
ing opinions in his article on the Xing-Crane Commigsion which appeared
in the "Moslem World" (a periodical published in Comnecticut)

There is little doubt that Nessrs. King and Crane had preconcei

notions before they set out and that their first
arriving in Jaffa was %o send a cable t¢ President Wilson in Paris,
urging him to refrain from supporting the pro-Zionist policy. I be-
lieve it is that Wilson had warmed them before their de-
parture that so far as Palestine was concermed, it was a chose jugse,

on
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muuwuw-\fm and the Jews were still to come,

To make the "dis that Arabs in Palestine and Syris would prefer
an Arab Covernment rather than the creation of a Jewish State in Pal-
estine did not require the sending of

(6) At the beginning of the memorandum, you define policy in terms
of actions, I have no doubt that that is the correct definition or
at least g correct definition, I am wondering, however, whether it
is essential to adopt this strist comstruction of the temm in con-
nection with this memorandum or whether, in the light of what I have
said in this long letter (too long, I am afraid),you might see your
way to interpreting the term somewhat more liberally without, of
course, abandoning the essential point about the divergenceg between
pronouncemsnts and actions.

(7) As I recall, you challenge Josephus Daniels' statement that the
American Covernment and the American people have not waivered in
their attitude towards the Jewish National Home., I have already dis-
cussed the attitude of the Covernment., So far as the attitude of the
Anerican peopls is concermed, I think Daniels' statement is fully
Justified so far as one can gauge publiic sentiment. Not only have
there repeated statements by people in official pesitions,
leaders both Houses of Congress, spokesmen for both major parties,
resolutions repeatedly adopted by conventions of the American Federa-
tion of Labor, statements by many Governors, but also large numbers
of editorials in newspapers throughout the country on every oeccasion
when the whittling down of Jewish claims in Pal estine became con-
spicuous., In this comnection it may interest you %o know that in the



T R e S W W Y T T N T % ey

Y T

Dr. Carl Friedrich Oetober 7, 1943

course of the past few months no fewer than /7 State legislatééR o
have adopted pro-Zionist resolutions. I will try to get you the
actual material., There is no doubt in my mind that on this particular
point Daniels' statement is well grounded. But of course this

the first occasion when the people felt one way while the State Depart-
ment acted differently.

These are all the points that I can recall. I have of course no copy
of the memorandum and did not have the time to make smple notes when

I read it but I think I have recalled the principal points which I had
in mind,

Concerning instances of actual intervention by our Government, I have
no material at present. I can however say this - in 1922, at the time
of the riots, I personally headed a Jewish delegation called on
President Hoover and Secretary of State Stimson and handed a memorandum
to the latter, asking for intervention and protection. I understood at
the time that the State Department sent a the British Govern-
ment ealling attention to the sacrifice of and property of
American nationals and the danger to other American nationals, and sug-
gesting I believe the availability of American military or naval forces
to help restore order. I shall still try to get other material from
the Emergency Committee.

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of the October issue of
the "Jewish Frontier” which is devoted to the White Paper and contains
some interosting material. One or more of the documents quoted points
out that the policy enunciated in the White Paper envisages the termina-
tion of the mandate, the establishment of an independent Palestine state
and the establishment of a special relationship between that state and
Great Britain by treaty. The language of the White Paper on this score
is as follows® "The objective of His Majesty's Government is establish-
ment within ten years of an independent Palestine state in such treaty
relations with the United Kingdom as will provide satisfactorily for
the commercial and strategic requirements of both countries in the
future.” What the provision regarding the "commercial and strategic
requirements™ signifies is pretily obvious. The question which arises
in my mind is whether this objective as stated is not in direct contra~-
vention of the Anglo-American Convention of 1924 (?), the whole purpose
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wanted to ensure opportunities for Americans in the matier of natural
resources, concessions, ete.; while the British Government wished teo
emphasize the special position of the Jews and the Jewi sh National Home
a2 a good and sufficient reascon for limiting or warding off pessidble
claims of American interssts or - '

Our State Department finally yielded and agreed to the inclusion of

the preamble, Now under the White Paper, Fngland blandly forgets about
all these things and plans the creation of Anglo-Arab-f alestine ztate,.
would suggest your rereading the State Department pamphlet comtaining
oCumuon-ltbcmg:;hnumth 1light of my observations.
Seen in the light of British erialism, the whole development is clear.
Britain first secured control over Palestine and got the coasent
France end Americs on the ground that she was holding it

and had no selfish interest, Oradually the pretext is dropped and Pal-
estine is to become nominally Arsb and actually British, like Irag, only
mere 8o, As I see 1%, America will defintely have been cheated in the
mmo T

Please forgive this ocutpouring. I am afraid you asked for it,
With kindest regards, as ever

g
§
!3.

Faithfully yours,

Peanuel Heumann
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¥r. Andre Heier
Hotel Carlyle

35 East 76 Street
New York City

Dear ¥r. Veier:

I am writing to confirm the plans agreed upon yesterday
as I understand them.

1) A study of certain chemical industries for Palestine along
the lines which had been indicated by Dr. Frnst Bergmamn will be
undertaken by a special research group.

2) This group will consist for the present of Messrs. Andre Meier,
Dr. Blumenfeld and Mr. Fmanuel Neumann. Dr. Bergmann will of
course participate in meetings while he is s#ill in this country.

3) The three members of the group mentioned above, consiituting
themselves as a committee to be in charge of the study, shall be
in full charge and make all decisions pertaining to it. They may,
however, increase their number by inviting others %o join. (In
this connection, several names were mentioned in the course of our
discussion, including ¥r. Ralph Wechsler, Treasurer of the National
Qil Products Co.j Dr. Merlub-Sobel, Research Director of the Vir-
ginia and Carolina Chemical Co.; ¥r, J. Van Tijn, Industrial
Engineer; ¥r, ¥, H, Blinken, etc.). The group will act as an
autonomous unit although for administrative convenience the work
may be carried on in close contact with the Commission on Palestine
Surveys. However, the eventual formel relationship of this group
with other groups and more particularly with official Zionist
agencies will be considered and dealt with in due course by the
comnitiee in charge.

4) It was agreed to accept tentatively and as a working basis

Dr. Bergmann's estimate that this initial study would require about
six months at an expenditure of approximately $6,000. This en-
visages the services of a full time industrial chemist and of a
r!:iluwcwttmmmtwmmﬁwrkumtm»mmc
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5) The question of inviting the cooperation of certain persons who
had evinced interest in the previously projected Syndicate was
considered, and it was agreed that the opportunity of helping this
particular project be accorded to them in some appropriate manner.
The establishment of a Research Fund or Foundation to which they
might contribute was tentatively agreed upon, but it was left to
¥r, Neumann to sound the gentlemen and to submit suggestions in more
conerete form. It was likewise agreed that further discussion with
Mr, Blinken, President of the American Palestine Institute, should
be conducted by Mr, Neumann on behalf of the group. .

6) Mr, Meier agreed to underwrite the budget of the study up to
$6,000, if necessary, with the understanding of course that a serious
effort will be made to secure contributions from others and with the
further understanding that the full extent of Mr, Meier's contribution
to the budget be kept for the present as confidential.

7) The next meeting of the committee is to be held within a week or
ten days after further preliminary werk will have been done by Dr.
Bergmann and ¥r, Neumamnn.

I hope you find the above to be substantially correct. If
“Mumpmmucmﬁim, please do not hesitate to
vise me. ,

I need not tell you how pleased I am that this work is to
be undertaken and how much I, as a Jew and as a Zionist, appreciate
your interest and generosity.

Faithfully yours,

Emanuel Neumann
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AT Letter #9
/ COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

Lot

521 FIFTH AVENUE
Room 1903
NEwW YORrk CITY

October 13, 1943

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
¢/o The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Deer Abba,

lirs. Jacobs was in to see me today to ask my advice whether she
should take the Chairmanship of the Committee on Research. She is

a bit worried about sniping on the part of some of the Hedassahs

who are personally hostile to her, etc. I told her that she ought
not hesitate to teke the Cheirmenship provided there is & full
understanding reached between you and her. The fect that Berkson
will be the director of the depaertment gives a large measure of
assurance; and I assured her, furthermore, that if there is an un-
derstanding between her, yourself, Montor, and Berkson, she would

be fully protected by you egainst sniping or undo interference.

She agreed,and asks that you give her an appointment some time
Monday, prior to the meeting of the Executive Committee. She may
see you elone or together with Berkson. In the course of the con-
versation she pointed out that the minutes of the last meeting of
the Executive Committee, as circuleted, contained the statement

that after she had asked for the opportunity of discussing the
question with you, you had replied that if she had any reservations
on the scope of the department she should state them right then and
there. I do not recall your saying any such thing. On the contrary,
my impression is that you said you would be delighted to meet her to
discuss the mstter and that was where it was left. I do not see why
Lourie should have put all of that stuff into the minutes.

Berkson has had his talk with Montor and is quite pleased with the
wey it went. He is slready at work on a memorandum on Absorptive
Cepacity and I am cooperating with him.

I just had a telk with Israel Goldstein. At the meeting Saturday

night he intends to reise the issue of the menner in which the public
relations work in the communities is to be carried on. He understends
that your point of view and that of Montor are not quite the same: that
Montor favors complete centralization of the direction of that work
through the Emergency Committee, while you are prepaered to allow for
greater scope on the part of the Z.0.A. I reminded him thst at the last
meeting of the Executive Committee held on the eve of the Convention,
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the subject was considered and it was decided thet it should be
steted by ih# sub-committee of the Z.0.A., end the sub-committee
should consist of the persons representing Z.0.A. in the Emergency
Committee. In any case, you might as well be prepered for a dis-
cussion of this subject Saturdsy night.

I wish I knew what time you will be erriving in New York Saturdey
evening. I may possibly see you before the meeting.

As ever,

Youns,

EN:PB Emanuel Neumsnn
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Letter #11

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooMm 1903
NEw YOrk CITy

October 25, 1943

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
c/o The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abbs:

You will recall my having spoken to you about the Asis League.
I am enclosing a copy of the platform which has been sdopted by
the League. I have spoken to lMrs. Halpern about it and have
urged her to teke the matter in hand.

I am enclosing also a column concerning yourself written by
Margoshes in The Day, but please return it for my file of clippings.

As I told you on the phone, our business was put through with
dispatch at the meeting of the ZOA Executive Committee Tuesday.
£t one point Goldstein did drop the remark thet he had not been
consulted by you regerding the appointments on various committees;
and I interrupted with the retort that not to consult seems to be
the general practice, and mentioned specifically his appointment
of a Finance Committee with large powers, without informing us of
its composition even after I had requested the information. He
took the rap and did not pursue that line any further.

At the seme meeting someone reported on the impending withdrawal

of the Americen Jewish Committee from the Conference; whereupon I
made & big fuss over it demanding snd insisting thet Levinthal,

Mrs. Pool, Rothenberg and others serve notice on Prosksuer in ad-
vance that they snd many others will resign from the Committee and,
furthermore, thet steps be teken at once to get others, even non-
Zionists, to threaten to bolt the Committee. I think they were im-
pressed and action was promised. The message you gave me in this
connection on the phone I passed on to Feuer who promised to do what
you suggested.

Wednesday morning Montor came to see me sabout my depertment. I told
him what my ideas were,or had been, and also told him that I doubted
whether we should go fgrward along the lines I had planned becsuse
of the large expense involved. I pointed out to him that a sub-
stentisl budget for the Economic Department might mean 2 reduction
of other perte of the genersl budget. To my estonishment Montor
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expressed himself most enthusiastically about my plans and urged
most emphatically that I proceed. It was, in his opinion, one of
the most important things we could do and he requested me to d=epdng.usr,
a_memorandum giving my ideas on the scope end operation of the
Economic Department. I told him frankly that I hesitated to do so
béfore the question had been discussed with you further, es I wes
determined to follow your views on questions which involved me as
fully as I would on questions which involved other people. He
pressed me, however, to submit such & memorandum snd I finally
yielded. I am forwarding to you 2 copy of the memorandum es I
have drawn it up as well as copy of a letter to Montor and also
copy of a letter to Herman Shulman.

On the subject of the budget generally, I have this to add. At the
meeting of the ZOA Executive Committee, Abe Goodman expressed some
anxiety over the possible effect on the public of so large en ep-
propriation from the K.H. end K.K. though he voted for it slong with
the rest. After the meeting he deteined me for an hour setting forth
his ideess which were to the effect that a large political fund ought
to be raised. He startled me not only by insisting that large sums
could and should be secured, but also by making a point that for large
numbers of Zionists this would be amn outlet for their anxieties end
interests in the political effort. So meny people, he urged, could
do little or nothing in the way of politiesl work, but would feel
that they are helping if they are allowed to contribute and collect
money for political funds.

I reported this to Montor the following morning end he startled

me further by saying thet he shared this view completely and that

he liked the suggestion which Goodman had made that the funds might
be asked to underwrite the budget up to $500,000, but thet & cam-
paign be conducted as a feature of our political effort. I objected
both to Goodman and Montor that raising a political fund might divert
the energies of our leaders from political work to fund raising, but
neither thought thet should be the case. I must say that I was
somewhat sheaken and am not so sure but that they may be on the right
trail.

Perhaps the thing might be tried out in a limited fashion by esteb-
lishing a special Chairman's Fund to be at your disposaly smd that
it be tried in half a dozen selected communities as an effort to be
carried on quietly and with small groups of persons. If it seems
to catch on, it might be done systematically and on a large scale
throughout the country and turned into a regular political fund.
Otherwise we can still resise $75,000, or $100,000 or $150,000 as

a special fund to be at your disposal. This would probably entail
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having a special person looking after this matter:z% utilizing
our contacts in various places.

You have probably seen the full page ad of the Bergson group in
connection with the escape of Danigh refugees to Sweden. They are
holding & mess meeting at Carnegie Hall on October 31lst. They are
certeinly quick to seize upon end dramatize every imetemrt and to
exploit it both politically and financially. tncdands

As ever,

EN:PB Emanuel Neumenn
Enc.
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Letter N 12

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooM 1903
NEw YOrk CiTY

October 27, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

I am leaving one copy of this letter for you at the Commodore
and mailing another copy to Cleveland,

1) Re the Revisionists: I have had a conversation with David Wertheim, the
upshot of which is as follows: Wertheim stated that the position of Poale
Zion would be that the basis for an understanding with the Revisionists
was defined and established by the international authorities, to wit, their
return to the World Zionist Organization with a status of 3underverband,
However, recognizing the fact that these are war times and that the con-
sumnation of such a complete return to the fold would be difficult to ef-
fectuate, he thinks his group would favor the affiliation of the American
Revisionists with the Emergency Council provided they agreed in principle
to reentering the World 20 as a ﬁnnderverba.nd, with all the attendant
privileges and duties, including of course Zionist discipline, If their
position is made clear on that score, he thought it might be possible to
consider as a provisionel measure and as the first step in the right direc-
tion their affiliation with the Emergency Council, Of course he stipulated
that he would have to consult some of his associates before taking an offi-
cial position, I believe there may be a possibility of working out the
problem substantially along the lines indicated,

2) Z0A representatives on the Emergency Council: Yesterday I wired you as
follows: "Goldstein just advised me he is appointing ZOA representatives on
Emergency Council You may wish to consider advisability of telephoning or
wiring him of your interest in the matter and desire to be consulted",.

I sent the telegram following a telephone call I had from Goldstein in which
he informed me that he was reappointing me as a member of the Emergency
Council. I took the opportunity of pointing out to him that I was still

not a member of the Executive Committee though I attended meetings, I also
asked him whether he was appointing Shulman as a regular member of the Emer-
gency Council, though I did not go so far as to raise the guestion of appoint-
ing others such as Irving Hiller or Zlihu Stone or Milton Steinberg, So far
as Shulmen is concerned, Goldstein pointed out that he was "for the time
being taking Szold's place”, I suppose he was referring to the fact that
Shulman had been designated as Acting Treasurer in Szold's absence, also an
anomaly since according to the By-Laws only a member of the Emergency
Council can serve as an officer of the Council, I thought it might be pos-
sible for you to commnicate with Goldstein before he had made commitments
to various persons,
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3) Plans and Programs: Milton Steinberg was in to discuss with me a
program of work for his Committee, as others have done before him,

I have the impression that considerable clarification is required
regarding the detailed programs of the various Committees and Depart-
ments, They mst not only be worked out insome degree of detail but
must be reviewed from the point of view of the work as a2 whole, Other-
wise there are bound to be duplication and confusion on the one hand
and lacunae on the other, We ought to have a complete and integrated
program of work, at least on paper, even if it is not carried out 100%
in accordance with the paper plan, Such a program may either be worked
out by an individual or a committee on the basis of certain definite
conceptions; or it can be arrived at synthetically - by piecing together
programs submitted by various committees, The latter would take longer,
I therefore think that while the committees are at work eellaborating
their respective programs, concurrently someone ought to work out an
overall and inclusive program and plan, It's a big job!

ver yours,

Emanuel Neumann

EN/M
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RoomMm 1903
NEw YORk CITY

Wovember 5, 1943

Dr., Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

1) I was keenly disappointed that I could not have a good talk with you in
Cleveland, ZEverything imaginable happened to prevent it, I got an early
plane for Washington, had to rise at 4:30 though I had got to bed only at
2:30 because a gentleman from Columbus, an engineer, had to come in to see
me and we were up helf the night, Some day perhaps I may go out to Cleve-
land specially to have a long talk with you, It would be still better if
some time when you come here we could go off for a day to the environs of
Few York., There are really a mumber of matters of importance I am anxious
to think out and talk out with you.

2) Interview with Acheson: Goldmann and I had a very satisfactory talk with
Acheson about the Technical Mission to Palestine., He informed himself
rather fully and suggested that we see lir, Stettinius and leave with him a
memorandum, sending & copy to him, Acheson, after which he would talk with
UEd%, as he calls him, and try to straighten it out forus, Acheson should
be cultivated, deciedly, Now that Sumner Welles is out, he is regarded by
some people as the ablest man in the Department, Whether he is correspond-
ingly influential I do not lmow,

3) Lilienthal: I had two long talks with David Lilienthal, Chairmen of the
TVA, who was in Washington. He is deeply interested in our proposed economic
activities, declared he was willing to collaborate with the group we might
set up for this purpose, and we went into considerable detail on cuestions of
progran, personnel, etc, He is willing to speak to two groups of selected
people, once in New York and once in Washington, on thesubject of The TVA
Idea and its Ppssible Application to Palestine Develorment, This may be a
valuable contribution towards our effort at political education from an in-
teresting and attractive angle, Incidentally, a book by him on the TVA idea
and program is scheduled to appear in February or March, published by
Harper's.

A meeting of the Consulting Board the following day, Thursday, was
consumed almost entirely by sessions of our Engineering-Consulting Board at
the Department of the Interior, Professor Wolman came in from Boston,
Colonel Parker from Boston and lr, John L, Savage all the way from Dgnver —
to attend this meeting, They went into the problems thoroughly and it gave
me a great 1ift to see these eminent experts, almost all Goyim, devote so
much time and study to our problems without remneration, Mr, Savage, in

Iiare paration for his trip to India, has collected a mass of valuable material
n Connection with dams, irrigation, etc., all of which he is putting at our
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disposal gratis, and our engineers are going to Denver next week to pick
out all material which is of interest to us, This is worth thousands of
dollars and represents the accumulation of forty years of study and experi-
ence on the part of the Bureau of Reclamation and its engineers,

I also got from them some good advice and suggestions regarding the
proposed economic studies generally,

I had thought you would be in FHew York on Monday but hear that you
are scheduled to go to Washington, I do hope you will be here Tuesday;
if not, I may go to Washington and meet you there Tuesday if you are steying
over, I shall probebly ring you up.

4) Economic Department - Montor: I have been having an e xchange of letters
and telephone conversations with Montor re the Department which for the

present leave me somewhat in the air regarding his attitude. It seems to
vary from enthusiasm to near-negation, to lukewarmness and back to near-

enthusiasm again, I am suspending judgment and further commitments until
I have had another good talk with him, perhaps on Monday, One commitment
I did make with regard to a younz and brilliant economist, who w&8 already
here and whom I have set to work reading up available material and orient-

n mse Lo s Aoz T Ireliuse .
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:3) Campaign against White Paper: Judging by the crowds our meetings are
drawing, the campaign in catching on, Personally I have little doubt and
never did have it that the British Government will meet our attack by mak-
ing a gesture: an announcement that the 30,000 unused certificates will be
kept available for us to use later when travel can be resumed, This will
undoub tedly be regarded by many as an important concession and something of
a political victory, and in a sense it will be, Yet it would leave us
politically speaking precisely where we were, Such a victory would also
entail serious disadvantages: (a) An announcement of that kind would in
effect reaffirm the White Paper by limiting the « fer of certificates to

the number included in the provisions of the White Paper: (b) It would pre-
sent the British Government in a comparatively favorable light in the eyes
of many - too favorable, in view of the limited nature of the "concession",
There is of course also the danger that they may accompany such an announce-
ment with a gesture in the direction of the Arabs by way of balance. As you
know, the rumors are that in London they are preparing for further steps in
the implementation of the White Paper, presumably with respect to its consti-
tutional provisions, All of these considerations are undoubtedly present to
your mind but I thought I would mention them just the same,

Internally in our circles here, there is continging discussion about
the line we are to follow. Some people (Boukstein, et al) are apparently
spreading the rumor that the propaganda of the Emergency Council for the next
half year at least will be all on the White Paper with little or nothing said
¢ about the Jewish Commonwealth, lMoreover, this is already being related to
i Ben Gurion's resignation and his alleged difference with Weizmann on poliey,
]Confldentially, I am told that Bob Silverman in a private conversation has
expressed the view that all eforts should be concentrated on the White Paper
and that it may have been 2 mistake to have fought as we did on the Common-
wealth formila and that we can get greater unified backing by concentrating
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on the White Paper #kesm soft-pedalling the Commonweelth. Undoubtedly there
are people who are trying to set up an antithesis between a "Weizxmamn line",
i, e., anti-White Paper, and a "Ben Gurion line" for a Jewish Commonwealth
and to involve you in this antithesis, If Montor plans to direct the propa-
genda strictly on the White Paper basis, it would I think be unfortunate,

In any case it may be desirable for you to clarify this further and to
scotch the kind of talk to which I refer,

Meanwhile the conversations which Rosenman and Meyer had at the White
Housge are all to the good and certainly encouraging,

With best regerds to Virginia and yourself, as ever

Yours,

o RS

Emanuel Neumann

BN /M




MURRAY HILL 2-0694
Letter No, 14

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
Room 1903
NEw YoOrk CiTY

November 9, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

At long last I am sending you a copy of Dr,
Petegorsky's memorandum on the Emergency Committee
written last spring., I think it is still interesting,

Still no word from lMontor regarding the pro-
posed Economic Department; so that for the present I
am doing nothing on that, or for that matier on any
other phase of the work of the Emergency Council, Uor
do I know what other committees or departments are do-

When shall we meet again?

As ever,
ur s,
Emanmuel Neumann

EN /M
(Enc,)




» MURRAY HILL 2-0694
Letter No, 15 '

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooMm 1903
NEew YOrk CITY

November 9, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

At a meeting of our Commission yesterday, I reported on the
sessions of our Consulting Board held last week and the encouraging
opinions expressed by the experts concerning the feasibility of the
projects under consideration, At which Judge Rothenberg was strongly
of the opinion that we should no longer delay making use of these
studies as political leverage. This, he pointed out, had been the
intention from the beginning, A good deal of money and effort have
gone into the work and the fullest advantage should be teken of the
results thus far obtained and the encouraging opinions expressed,
Mgoreover, he felt, no time should be lost sinca, apparently policies
are now in the making,

Concretely, Rothenberg sugsgested that the members of our
Consulting Board, to whom Mr, Lilienthal might be added, should secure
if possible an interview with the President, report to him directly,
end try to impress him with the possibilities in Palestine as they now
see them, A memorandum, he thought, might also be prepared and sub-
mitted,but one is never sure whether such documents are read snd what
effect, if any, they produce; whereas a personal interview in which
eminent persons, some of them known to the President personally, take
part may exert some influence,

Goldmann thought it was an idea worth considering, and I
undertook to communicate the suggestion to you. We would of course
have to find out if these experts are prepared to go before attempting
to secure an interview, The Chairman of the Consulting Board, Pro-
fessor Wolman, is & good Jew and a good Zionist, He is &lso a fluent
and persuasive speaker, - Mr, Savage expects to go to India soon and
since he is exceedingly important as an expert, no time should be
lost if we want him to participate,

Don't you think this is an idea worth following up? And
do you think it necessary or advisable to bring it up for considera-
tion at the next meeting of the Executive Committee of the Emergency
Council?

In the meantimeﬁ\in any case I am planning to have Colonel
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Parker prepare a paper on the whole subject which could be put to
use in various ways,

FPlease let me have your reaction,

As ever,

ours,

Enanuel Neumann

EN/M




Noveuber 11, 1943

lr. Emanuel Neumann

521 Fifth Avenue

New !Ork’ K.Y. !
In Answaer to your Letter #15

iy dear Enanuels

The gquestion of a visif to the President is being
approached from various angles. As you know we heve prepared
a memorandum on the absorptive capacity of Palestine to be
presented to Secretary Hull and the President. Felix Frankfurter
has seen the memorandumz and has made certain sugzestions. The
question as to who is to see the President is now under considerationm.
Our origizzl thought was that Frankfurter, himself, or Juige Rosenman,
or the two of them together should see him, talk to him about the
entire situation and present him with the memorandum, for it seems that
what is bothering the President most is the absorptive rccapaeity of
Palestine, In this comnection it might be advisable to add one economic
expert such as Wolman or lr, Lilienthal to the delegation. The matter
will be discussed at the meeting of the Emergency Council next Monday.

#ith all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,

AHS:BK




Hoveumber 12, 1943

¥r. Emanuel Newman
621 ¥ifth Avenus
Kew York, E. Y.

Ky dear Heanuell

Heve you a small pamphlet available on the ecomomic
development of Palestine in recent years, and its
industrial and agricultural possibilivies. It need
not be too technical nor too comprshensive, but enough
to disabuse a business man of the idea that Palestine
lacks natural resources and therefore will not sustain
a substantial population. There have Leen many articles
on the subject, but I do not seem teo be able %o put ay
finger on a printed or a mimeographed pamphlet on this
subject. If you have some such availuble, pleuse let
me have it. '

With all good wishes, I remain,

Very cordially yours,

AHS:TB



December 6, 1943

Nr. Eiannel Neumann
521 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y,.

My dear Emanuels

¥r. Albert Epstein, of Chicago, made a speeial trip ©
Cleveland to spend Sunday with me and to discuss a project which
he has in mind and wshich he may at some time or other have
- brought to your attention., This concerns the holding of an
Economic Conference some time in iarch to which economists,
experts of all kinds, financiers, businessmen, ete., say zbout
seventy-five to a hundred all told, should be invited to talk
over the Palestine problem from its sconomic uspeets. I am
very much impressed with the idea and its walue to us both from
an economic and political point of view. I suggested to him that
the Post-War Economic Committee of the Emergency Council would
be the groper bedy to orgenize this roject, to which he agreed.
I advised him to get in touch with you and with one or two of
our friends of the"Heder® in Washington to talk the matiter over,
and if the preject is found desirable, to sroceed with the plamning
and the arrangements. 2 ¥ :

I think this would perhaps be one of the most important
activities wvhich your Committee could undertake. I am writing
this to you so that when lr. Epstein contacts you, you will have
the background. I hope that organizational cross currents will
not scuttle the project. : e : §ER) ARG

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

AHS:BK
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MURRAY HILL 2-0694

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooMm 1903
NEw YOrk CITY

December 6, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:
Here are a few items which have accumulated:

1) Interview with Stettinius: I found the Under Secretary very charming
and very sympathetic, Almost at the start, he began to fire questions
at me about Palestine in general: What were the British up to? Why were
they behaving as they are? OQughtn't we (America) step into the picture?
etc,, etc, Not wishing to go into a long political conversation, I
answered him very briefly and said that the present policy amounted to
abrogation of the Mandate and the conversion of Palestine into a British
Crown Colony in fact, if not in form,

In reply, he said "But that's all wrong; that is not what ought to
heppen, Don't you think we ought to have something to say on the question?!

I replied that America certainly had a right to intervene and told him
briefly why, but added "Qur Government thus far has declined to intervene,
leaving the Jewish National Home to its fate," - He insisted on knowing why
the British carried out such a policy, and again I tried to explain to him,

ANl e (« , about the different schools of thought - the one
fpro-Zionist" and the other "pro-Arab" in orientation; and he kept repeat-
ing: "I can't see ity™.ts um:l'."e‘a :

As to the dispatch of our engineer, he could see no reason why anyone
could possibly object since a former TVA engineer was certainly not going
to engage in political activity, I warned him that the people in the Near
East division have not been and are not likely to be particularly sympa-

thic, to which he replied: "They will have to do a lot of tall selling to
convince me, "

I left him a memorandum I had prepared, and he promised to go into
the matter and let me hear from him next week, 1, e,, this week, As I
was leaving, he told me that he was working for the establishment of
refugee reception camps in Spain, Portugal, Switzerland and elsewhere in
order to encourage as many refugees as possible to escape, He asked
whether I thought it was the right thing to do, and I said "Of course?
and also, and above all, Palestine," "Why", he asked, "hasn't it been
done; why haven't arrangements for such camps been made," I replied:
"I suppose there was no one with sufficient interest and determination
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to see such measures through,"

All in all, I got the impression of a very well meaning, human
and impulsive person - and rather green, I suppose he will be indoc-
trinated in due course, For the moment, he is extremely receptivey éu..dﬂg
His attitudes are in the process of formation, and I would certainly
urge cultivating him, getting him if possible outside the State Depart-
ment for a couple of long talks on the Jewish question, the possibilities
of Palestine, etc, I think you ought to try to do this personally, You
are the best man for the purpose.

2) Economic Studies: I was somewhat taken aback by what I heard from Dr,
Josef Cohn and Rabbi about Mr, Blinken's Washington group and the
impression they seem to have gotten from their brief conference with you
at the hotel, The feeling seems to be that they have become the non-
official but recognized agency for carrying on the economic studies and
planning; in other words, that they would carry out a program virtually
coextensive and identical with the program which I am preparing to have
carried out between the Committee on Economic Studies and Planning of the
Emergency Council and the Commission on Palestine Surveys, Obviously, if
that group is to undertake such a broad program with the blessing of the
Emergency Council and with its cooperation - I understand from J&h that
they are to get a room or rooms in our Washington office - there would be
no need for us to have a committee or a budget, or for me to be endeavor-
ing, as I am now, to secure supplementary funds from private sources, I
can only conclude that there must be some misunderstanding or confusion,

As I may be leaving tomorrow for a ten day trip to Mexico, it may
be advisable for you to write to Mr, Marcy Blinken to set him right before
any complications arise, I think he should be made to understand that we
have not abandoned our plans; and that while there is every desire to en-
courage initiative on the part of so splendid a group as they have, obvi-
ously they should adjust their activities to our plans and endeavor to
reach an understanding with us, with a view to fruitful cooperation and
coordination and the avoidance of duplication or conflict, A word of
warning and good counsel now may avoid headaches later, - If for some
reason I do not leave this week, I will perhaps write you more fully on
the subject, Iu oy w,gwaﬂ wilf anie Blinfian wil t &.aou,b,

3) Isaiah Bowman: On reflection, I thoyght that a memorandum from Dr,
Berkson or some other Zionist would bels little help., Besides, it became
clear that the President had left long before we got wind of this matter,
The proper procedure, it seems to me, would be to have a personal confer-
ence with Dr, Bowman, preferably on a constructive rather than negative
approach, i. e., to solicit his cooperation in studying certain phases of
the Palestine problem and comksx to ?11)3 with him on the general

issue/ in the process,

4) Herzliah: I have been asked to intercede with you on behalf of the
Herzliah High School here, There is a group of some of our finest people

* Prusdit, O, Qalealive D stilicle | 165 Wﬁ«g&ﬁ
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who are trying to place the institution upon a sound financial basis,
including such generous men and fine Zionists as Israel Matz and William
Salzmen, The Herzliah is not just another Hebrew school, It is apotent
influence for Jewish Nationalism and Hebraic culture and is now being
conducted in the spirit of traditional Judaisn, If you could see your

way to speaking at their banquet, it would no doubt be deeply appreciated
by wide circles here,

5) White Paper Campaign: There is a general feeling of satisfaction over

the fact that you have cleared the air and indicated the proper line to

be followed, Perhaps you might take an early occasion to make a speech

or issue a new statement in connection with the White Paper Campaign,

which will clearly indicate the line for American Zionism to follow.
With warmest regards to the family and yourself,

Faithfully yours,

Emanuel Neumann

EN/M




MURRAY HILL 2-0694
Letter No, 18

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooMm 1903
NEw YOrk CITY

December 7, 1943

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

I am wholly in agreement with you regarding the proposed
Economic Conference, ZEpstein spoke to me about the matter on more
than one occasion, He also discussed it with the Keren Hayesod
people and I understand that they even passed a motion to the effect
that they would be prepared to sponsor such a conference provided
their doing so was approved by all concerned, I told them, of course,
that nothing further should be done until the matter had been consid-
ered by the officers of the Emergency Council,

I agree with you that the Committee on Economic Studies and
Planning is the proper group to handle this matter, I am writing to
Dr. A, K, Epstein to suggest that he confer with me personally about
the matter upon my return foom Mexico, I am planning to fly this
evening,

The Washington group will probebly not wish to have anything
to do with a public conference or to be in any way connected with it,
I even doubt the advisability of Epstein's taking it up with them,

I will certainly tackle this matter upon my return,
With warmest regards, as ever

Faithfully yours,
v,

’M

Emanuel Neumann

EN/M




December 20, 1943

-“ﬂr. Enanuel Neumann
521 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.

ily dear Emanuels

1 am sending you a copy of a letter which
I received from lr. Blinken, and also my reply to
hime I think the two of you should sit down and
talk over the entire matiter and arrive at a satisfactory
modus aperandi.

I am also sending you a letter which Mr.
Blinken addressed to Mr. Epstein, I cannot follow
ir. Blinken on that point. I think the Economic
Conference should be held, and as early as possible.
fie need it in our political work and we cannot delay
valuasble and necessary propaganda for three-quarters
of a year until the definitive report of the economic
potentialities of Palestine is completed. There
is great value in such & study and it should be made.
I am glad that Mr. Robert Nathan and his staff are
at work. But I also think that a very effective
conference can be held, such as outlined by Mr.
Epstein. This matter, too, you should discuss with
¥r., Blinken. :

With all good wishes, I remain
Very cordially yours,

AHSBK
Ehe, - 8
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Letter No. 19 MURRAY HILL 2:0694

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooM 1903
NEw York City

December 22, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Onio

Dear Abba:

I have just returned from my Mexican trip and intend
to report to you on it more fully in another letter, We had
a busy time and on the whole, a successful visit, The Mexican
Jewish commnity is growing up, is rapidly increasing its con-
tributions to the Palestine funds and will, I think, effectively
substitute for one of the European communities in that respect,

Mr, Lipsky and I called on Ambassador lMessersmith and
Ambassador Quuansky. A Mexican Pro-Palestine Committee was also
launched, We managed to crowd quite a bit into one week's acti-
vity.

I will answer your letter presently about the Econonic
Conference, Robert Nathan's Qutline of Economic Studies has not

been sent to me and I have not seen it, Perhaps you can lendme
your copy.

I was glad to hear that the Conference on the twelfth
was a success and that your policy prevailed,

When do you plan to be in New York or Washington again?
With best regards, as ever

Emenuel Neumann

EN /K



5 : MURRAY HILL 2-0694
e oY Letter No, 20

4 } ‘ COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
! Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooMm 1903
NEw YOrk CITy

December 23, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

I have now been here some twenty-four hours and am beginning
to get the drift of what has been going on during the past fortnight,
On one aspect of the internal situation I feel I should report to you
prouptly.

Months ago the opposition to you and your leadership was badly
scotched and suppressed but not killed, The little group known as the
"Toung Turks" were temporarily demoralized but did not give up. The
completeness with which Szold, who was supposed to be their leader, had
made up with you also tended to remove the ground from under their feet?
but Boukstein in particular made it his business the repair the breaches
and to hold the fort until Szold's return, Far from giving up the ghost
or disbanding, they resumed their meetings, clustéring for the time being
around Goldstein, with Boukstein as the fo’apk . I understand
they had a meeting very recently to "decide" matters and one of the
things decided upon, as you probably know, is to make Heller your successor
as Chairman of the UPA, The JNF position has not yet been disposed of be-
cause of Rothenberg's disinclination to accept the Presidency, He fears
any such position may prejudice his chances in his juristic career,

Boukstein loses no opportunity to make capital of whatever hap-
pens, At the moment he and others like him are talking about the unsatis-
factory state of affairs in the Emergency Committee: the'extravagance’, the

vwaste' of money, the"breach” between yourself and Montor, the likelihood of
the Emergency Committee's "exploding in everybody's face", One might
have thought that these people, professing to be lMaximalists and staunch
adherents of the Commonwealth policy, would rally to your support pre-
cisely at the moment when you are resisting any deviation and insisting
upon a clear-cut policy, But principles are one thing and "politics"
guite another,,.

All of this confirms my earlier opinion that we should not have
disbanded or demobilized our following after the Convention, It was a
mistake to assume that the opposition would accept the settlement sin-

_ cerely and cooperate wholeheartedly, As things turned out, our people °
ceased regarding themselves as a group to uphold your leadership, while
the others have been very busy mending their fences and reestablishing
their shaken control of the movement, While we have undoubtedly lost

some ground, it is not too late to retrdeve it, I believe we shall have
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to call our friends together from time to time and keep them on their
toes and we shall have to give more attention to strengthening the in-
ternal front. This must be done not in order to emulate the others in
playing politics but in order to safeguard larger interests of the move-
ment, Unless the internal situation is teken in hand, we are likely to
witness in due course a concerted attack upon your position and leader-

ship and what is even more serious, upon the policy and program that
you have set up.

I know just how you nmst feel about the whole matter, No one
who, like yourself, is deeply concerned for the cause and our political
struggle can help feeling disgusted by the necessity of fighting on the
internal front as well, But no great statesman and populer leader, not
even Roosevelt and Churchill, is exempt from this necessity, It is
part of the business and an indispensable part at that, I have no doubt
the situation can be mastered once you make up your mind to take neces-
sary measures and to devote to it a fraction of. your attention,

With best regards to Virginia and yourself, as ever

Faji thfully yours,

Emanuel NVeumann

EN/M




December 28, 1948

Hr. Emanuel Neumann
521 Fifth Avenue
New York, N,.Y,

Ky dear Wt

I au enclosing herewith the resclution vhich was
adopted by the rump meeting of Rabbis in Cincinnati,
and a copy of iy letter to Rabbi Heller. I would suggest
that you meke copdes ofthem snd show them to Mr. Goodman,
to whom 1 promised to send one, as well as to Lipsky,
ir. Gellman of the Mi:zrachi, ir. Wertheim or somecne else
of the Poale Zion, zud to such other peocple as should sse it.

{ read your letler #20 amd I am in sgreement with
it. Whensever you deem the occasion propitious, arrange for
some informal gathering &% & home wiare aur Lroup can
rallied. ~

With all good wishes, I rsmain

Very cordidlly yours, .

AHSeBK
‘ mﬁ. - 2




MURRAY HiLL 2-0694
Letter No, 21 |

/

'\ COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS , Sy
J Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
Room 1903
NEw YOrk CITY

December 24, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba;

This is my third letter to you since my return from
Mexico; but then you had a fortnight's peace before that.

This is about the Robert Nathan - Marcy Blinken project,
Upon my return to my desk I found there had been no letter or
message from Blinken or from anyone else connected with the group.
However, in the course of a conversation which I had with Abe
Goodman, he told me that he had just been approached by Dewey Syone
on behalf of the Blinken - Nathan project. According to Stone,
$75,000 was needed for a wonderful piece of work and he wanted
money from the Keren Hayesod. Goodman told him there was no chance,
particularly since the Emergency Committee had established a Commit-
tee on Economic Studies, and whatever money could be provided by
the Fund would go to that Committee, He also pointed to the exist-
ence of the Commission on Palestine Surveys. Goodman thought that
I ought to have a talk with Dewey Stone, and accordingly I met him
last evening, when we spent two or three hours together,

It seems that Blinken is now trying to raise money for the
project: $75,000. One of the people he wrote to was lir, Louis
Ruskin, one of Weizmamn's friends in Washington, who is well-to-do
end is also connected with the Washington group, It appeared from
that letter that Blinken was counting on raising g substantial sum
from the New England group; Dewey Stone, Harry ne, Louis
Foster, etc., Ruskin sent the letter to Stone, at the same time ex-
pressing his misgivings zbout the procedure, He questioned the
validity of the argument that the work of this group will be
credited by the Govermment with "objectivity" if they kept them-
selves technically outside the orbit of the Zionist movement, He
feels that there may be aspects to the work having political impli-
cations and requring close contact with the official agencies, He
also expresses the view that if the program is approved by the
official agencies, it had best be financed by the Zionist funds,
Dewey Stone is prepared to consider contributing and raising money
among other Zionists for this purpose but is not gquite clear how
the work is to be coordinated and related to official Zionist acti-

vities in the same field, He showed me a copy of the outline of the




Dr, Abba Hillel Silver December 24, 1943

proposed survey, which I read with interest,

It was clear at once that it was intended to include within
the scope of the survey cuestions with which we are now dealing, such
as water resources, agricultural possibilities, etc, The Jordan Valley
Authority scheme is specifically mentioned in the outline, When I ex-
pressed some astonishment that this outline had been drawn up without
any attempt at consultation with me, Stone told me that he understood
that instructions were to be issued, presumsbly by Weizmann, to me or
to the Commission, to place all our material end data at the disposal
of Messrs, Blinken and Nathan so that they may incorporate the results
of our studies in their over-all survey, A fine kettle of fish!

You will recall that when you told me about your meeting with
the Washington group, I expressed at once my misgivings about the out-
come, Blinken had succeeded in interesting Nathan, which is 211 to
the good. He then proceeded to secure from you té& tacit or half-
expressed approval of their program; and,I said, on the strength of
these two facts, he would begin to raise money emong our friends and
fellow Zionists for a project, the direction of which he would care-
fully keep away from Zionist influence or supervision. So there it
is! Here are the very people upon whom I was relying to supplement
the budget to be provided by the Emergency Council and who are being
asked to give their money to be administered by Mr, Blinken and to help
build up an Institute carefully insulated against Zionist contacts,

Shortly after I spoke with Stone on the telephone yesterday,
I had a call from Mr, Blinken, He had probably heard that Stone was
going to dine with me and was getting worried so he called me up and
said he wanted to have a talk with me some time next week, I don't
know whefier you wrote him a letter as I suggested to you, but I shall
receive him, of course, if he wants to call and see what develops.,

My own view I expressed to Dewey Stone at the conclusion of
our conference last night, I consider Nathan and the others very valu-
able and I consider it most desirable to utilize their services in ap-
propriate form, I would go a long way to meet their wishes for autonomy,
etec,, but there are limits to the price we should pay. I do not believe
that the organization should abdicate its position of authority and re-
sponsibility in the field of economic planning, They should be encour-
aged and even helped to go on, provided they agree to the establishment
of the proper relationship which will avoid unnecessary duplication and
waste of money, and also safeguard the political interests and require-
nents of the movement., It is all a question of Mr, Blinken, and if I
read him aright, he will adjust himself if he finds a firm attitude on
the part of the—Jewi®‘leadership and the reluctance of a part of our
Zionists to finance his operations as a wholley independent proposition -
a little kingdom of his own,

g er yours,
~>

7

EN /M




MURRAY HILL 2-0694
Letter No, 22

- ¥ COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
T Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE
RooM 1903
NEw YOrk CITY

December 29, 1943

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

/. You may have heard by this time from Abe Goodman that the
Sub-Committee had agreed to meet with you some time londay, although
Boukstein put up a strong but losing fight to have Dr, Heller also

invited to be present., That boy is a bit too clever! My i4 M
Luhated i, ey g dnan a7 8 reidefppolinul !
2. I received your letter of the twenty-eighth with enclosures

and am getting them copied and distributed, I should like to arrenge
a get-together of our group of friends, possibly for next Tuesday
evening, January 4th, Please let me know promptly whether that would
be 0, K, so that I may give the people sufficient notice in advance,

3, I anm going shead with the plans for the Economic Conference,
provided I can get a number of really competent people to present
wor thwhile papers, 'I hope I will, In that case it may be desirable
to publish the best papers in a collection - a little volume dealing
with the Economic Aspects of Palestine and its Possibilities, A de-
cision regarding this point ought to be made now because the prospect
of publication may influence the decision of some people in favor of
participating and undergoing the labor of preparing high grade papers,
All in all, financiel provision has to be made for a Conference, in-
cluding traveling expenses for a number of the experts we would invite,
possibly a few moderate lecture fees, and publication, to which I re-
ferred. I would suggest tentatively an allocation of $2500., though I
hope we will not have to expend that much, Please advise,

4. I see that my Cleveland speech has elicited comment on the
score of heresy, I had a letter from Mrs, Epstein, though it was limited
to a request for an explanation or amplification of my views, I did so
in two letters, copies of which I am enclosing. On the other hand, Judge
Levinthal sent me a letter expressing strong approval, and I am enclosing
a letter of that too., As for Mr, Gellman, I am writing him and may send
you a copy. I agree, of course, that discipline requires that no Zionist
in a responsible position should express views which divergge or are in
conflict with the official line, But then the question arises, of course,
whether such a divergence or deviation actuelly exists, There is no point
in muzzling our speakers or making them simply repeat themselves monoton-
ously while forbidding them to elaborate their views on any point, The
defect of Mr, Gellman's letter is that he fails to point out wherein my
statements are inconeistent with the official stand,
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While I am at it, I would like to caution against permitting
guestions regarding my Cleveland speech to be introduced into the
discussion which you intend to have regarding the resolution of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Such an attempt may be made
in order to becloud and confuse that issue, I would have no objection
whatever to having my speech discussed by the Committee;but then it
should be discussed absolutely apert frop Heller's resolution, as an
entirely seperate and distinct item,

ot having heard from Blinken, Moxiday. Tuesday or today, I am
sending him a letter, copy of which I am enclosing,

Ag ever,

Yours,

Emanuel Neumann

EN/M
(Enc.)
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December 31, 1943

Hr, Emanusl Neusmann
521 Fifth Avenue
s“ Iork’ ﬂgzo

My dear Emanuels

At your request I sent $250 to Chaim
Greenberg. Inasmuch as the meeting was not held,
I think the mezumah should be returned to me for
other uses.

#ith all good wishes, I remain
Most cordially yours,

AHS31BK

P.S. I read your letters in the "Jewish Frontier®,
They are exquisitely fine. Sulamith Schwartz
had spoken to me about having them put in a
little booklet, published, and widely distributed.
- I am heartily in favor of it. Please get in
touch with her so that the thing can be attended
to immediately. I received a letter from Dr.
Tarsknath Das this morning in which he also
praises your letters to a Pritish liberal in highest
terus, .
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PHONE CENTRAL 4255\ CABLE ADDRESS

I‘ EMARGOL-CHICAGO

EPSTEIN REYNOLDS & HARRIS

Consurrine Cuemists and ENGINEERS
5 South Wahash Avenue
Chicago 3

January .6, 1944

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

It seems that whatever you try to do in connection with the Emergency
Committee -- whether it is in the political field or in the economic
field -- you are meeting complications. In connection with the latter,
I am endeavoring to assist you and straighten out the difficulties
involved.

Both Mr. Blinken and Mr. Neumann seem to misunderstand their respec-
tive functions and hence have created unnecessary complications. Mr.
Neumenn believes that he ought to be the man to conduct this research
and that it was up to him to retain Mr., Nathan on his staff; Mr.
Blinken believes that this job belongs to him, but complains bitterly
that he asked you for a copy of the preliminary survey made by the
Survey Commission and did not get it.

In my attached memorandum I am making it clear to both gentlemen that
they have nothing to fight about, that it is not necessary for Mr.
Blinken to run to you for details, since after all you are the chief

of fourteen committees, and Mr. Biinken can straighten this matter

out with Mr, Neumann very easily. Vice versa, I am telling Mr. Neumann

the limits of his committee and hinting very gently that he also must
discipline himself.

I hope you don't mind the manner in which I have written that letter.
I will do 211 I can to straighten matters out.

With best regards,

ea Albert K. Epstein

P.S. I have not yet returned the book which I have taken from your
library. I am not reading it but studying it. I am going on a vacation
for two weeks and would like to take it slong with me to make some notes.
I hope your librarian won't mind. However, if she insists, I will

E .%return 5 & AR
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EPSTEIN REYNOLDS & HARRIS

Consurting Cuemists and ENGINEERS
5 South Wabash flvenue
Chicago 3

January 6, 1944

Mr, M. H., Blinken, President
American Palestine Institute, Inc.
165 Broadway

New York City

Dear Mr. Blinken:

I am recapitulating the subject matter of the several conferences
I had with yvou and the discussions I had with Dr, f£ilver, Nr,
Emanuel HeumanntiDr. Ernst Bergmann and others relating fo the

- 4] r 8 hi hag been undertake
%?rﬁr?faﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ? ‘ugg %ﬁ eﬁ?SrYnggﬁéchari?y %ﬁe issues ang reguce
them to the simplest terams.

1. As I understand from you, your Institute has undertaken & Re-
search Project under the guldsnce of Mr, R. Nathan and his assoclates
and have committed yourself to a sum of $75,000.00 to defray the
expenses involved in the research and the money will be raised by
your Institute from individuals. This project will cover the
Economle Development of Palestine, its future potentialities, and
general plans of implementing the potentialities in practice.

2. It is understood, although this projeet is being paid for by
private contributions, that it is not a private venture in that the
findings of the investigation will be turned over to meubers of the
Jewish Agency.

3. We must also take into consideration the fact that the Jewish
Agency has sanctioned the organization of the Zionist Emergency
Council, which is headed by Dr. Silver. Dr. Silver has appointed
fourteen committees, among which is a2 Committee for the Economic
Pidnning for Palestine, headed by ¥r. Emeanuel Neumann. It is my
understanding from Dr. Silver that the function of the Committee is
to correlate the various sctivities in the field of economiec planning
for Palestine and to keep the Emergency Committee informed regarding
various activities by your group as well as other groups in this
field. In addition, Mr. Emanuel Neumann was appointed, zs I under-
stand, by Dr, Welzmann as Administrator of a Commission for Palestine
Survey, which is earrying on engineering surveys in connection with
the JVA Project.

A. In view of the fact that a project of your Institute cannot be
gsondidered a private venture although it is financed by private funds
since you have committed yourself to present the findings to the

head of the Jewish Agency, Eﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁfe your Institute must be in



i o et il L g

5e

contact with the various other officisl committees of the Zionist
Movement which are carrying out work in this field. Your Committce,
therefore, cannot disregard the Committee of Economic Planning
appointed by Dr, Silver as well as the work headed by Mr. Emanuel
Neumann in relation to the survey. By the same token Mr. EFmanuel
Neumznn cannot disregard, in my opinion, the work which is being
carried out by your Committee. Both Committees must, therefore,
cooperate whenever possible and whenever necesgsary.

It was suggested that a Conference on the economic potentiszlities
of Palestine should be held under the auspices of the Palestine
Foundation Fund and the Zionist Emergency Council, In view of the
fact that Mr. Emanuel Neumann has been appointed by Dr. Silver as
Chairman of such activities, it is therefore necessary that your
Institute sghould collaborate with him as much as possible to make
this Conference a success. As stated in my previous letter, it may
not be necessary for Mr., Nathan to deliver a paper, but there is no
reason why other members of the group should not participate in the
program if the Arrangements Committee deems it advisable.

I understand that your Committee has requested certain preliminsary
surveys which have been prepared by Mr. Emanuel Neumann's Commission.
It seems to me that you should not contact Dr. Silver as he 1is
Chairman of fourteen committees and therefore he hess appointed sub-
chairman,--in this case Mr, Emanuel Neumeznn, I am confident that if
Mr, Nathan snd yourself will contact Mr., Emanuel Neumann to discuss
this matter, he will be happy to give you the information on hand,
since this informstion is the property of the Jewish Agency and not
private property.

In conclusion, we must clearly understand that there 1is no competition
between the two committees. ©Some work may be overlapping, but this
may be useful as the problem may be approached by the two committees
from differemt angles., It is also suggested that from time to time
members of the Institute should meet with members of Mr, Neumann's
Committee to discuss the progress of research and keep each other in-
formed of their respective activities.

In these difficult days we must mobllize zll our forces for our final
objective, I am approaching this problem objectively and am endeavoring
to eliminate any possibility of misunderstanding on either side. I
shall be very happy to collaborate with both Committees in whatever
capacity I ecan.

Cordially yours,

ea Albvert K. Epstein

CC: Dr. Silver
Hr, E. Neumann
Dr. N. Goldmann
Dr. E., Bergmann
Pr. J. Cohen



MURRAY HILL 2-0694
Letter No, 33

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS

Administrative Office

i 521 FIFTH AVENUE

Roowm 1903
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

llarch 7, 1944

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver

Zionist Organization of America
1720-16th Street, N, W.
Washington, D, C,

Dear Abba:

On February 25th I sent you a copy of a letter which I sent
on the same date to Feuer, containing certain suggestions, I am re-
verting to that now.

As I told you on the phone, I am not dispirited by the events
of the past few days. It is a head-on clash which had to come, . We
have certainly succeeded in lifting the Palestine cuestion out of the
hole in which it had been allowed to rest and placed it on the agenda
as a greatpublic issue, But I am gravely concerned over the state of
mind of the Jewish public and our own Zionist co-workers who can't help
feeling that we have suffered a serious defeat which may affect the
situation in London most unfortunately, Doubts are already being ex-
pressed not only privately, but in articles regarding the wisdom of the
course we have taken, lMoreover, the internal "opposition", which is
silent and quiescent when things are moving along, comes to life again
at the slightest setback, and their criticism will be directed at you,

Quite apart, therefore, from the political situation per se,
it is of utmost importance that something be done immediately to miti-
gate the widespread feeling of frustration and to give us some compen-
sation for the failure of Congress to act,

I rever-t therefore to the idea that a statement should be
sizned by a majority of the members of the two Congressional committees,
addressed to the State Department. Not even Ggneral Marshall's veto can
affect the right of Congressmen toaldress this privately end directly to
Secretary Hull. Nor would they be responsible if by a leak, or a series
of leaks, the news should get out that such a round-robin was sent or
presented to the State Department,

There may be reluctance on the part of Congressmen to do this
and a good deal of pressure and persuasion may be required but it can be
put, particularly to the Party Leaders, that they owe us at least this
compensation, If our Representatives show sufficient spirit and indig-
nation over the embarrassing position in which the Zionist movement had
been placed, I believe we can get it through,




Dr. Abba Hillel Silver larch 7, 1944

Some such action is a@bsolutely imperative from every point of
view, including the situation in London, Indeed, I regret that I did
not urge this action more strongly ten days ago before the attack by the
Arab States was publicized, It would have been easier then, but it is
not too late now, I still think it is unlikely that the President will
nake a public statement of the kind we need, and there is not a moment
to lose in repairing the damage which has been done to us, I am trying
my hand at draftinz the kind of statement which I think Senators and
Congressmen can be asked to sign and will try to enclose it with this
letter, I may turn up in Washington tomorrow afternoon but I would not
wish even a few hours to be lost in starting this work, if you agree with
my suggestion, as I hope you do,

As ever,

thfully yours,

Enanuel Neumann

BI/M -
(Lic.)
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MURRAY HILL 2-0694
Letter o, 38

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS

Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE

Roowm 1903
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

April 5, 1944

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

Yesterday I was the recipient of several phone calls
from friends who were pleased as punch about the way the last
session of the Council went, They seemed to feel happy that
they were able to assertthemselves and parry the thrusts; and
almost everyone also expressed satisfaction over the fact that
you maintained the attitude you did by keeping altogether out
of the discussion.

Lastinight I attended a meeting of the members of the
Actions Comnittee becamse)Goldmann was reporting and I wanted
to be on hand in case there was a digcussion, Goldmann made a
good job of/ it'and ‘certainly made a very-excellent impression,
I have been'cenvassing the situation further with regard to his
status and I am increasingly doubtful whether there is any pos-
sibility of\elimindting him from politicel activity in Washing-
ton, A proposal calling for the terminztion of the Agency's
political office would not, in my opinion, commend a majority
in the Emergency Committee at this time., Ag one of our friends
said tome - I think it was Gellman - referring to Goldmann:
"He's there; he's very active and clever; what can you do about
him? You can't just remove him,"

As long as the problem is not straightened out between
you and him, the situation will be used by the opposition; and
I am more and more of the opinion that somehow a friendly entente
and modus vivendi must be worked out at least for the next few
months, I think he may even be gotten to drop Wise in fact,
though not necesserily in appearance, if he can establish an alli-
ance with you. At least that is my impression at the moment,
Goldmann has expressed a desire to have a private talk with me
agon the situation, I will keep you further informed.

For the rest, the spirit of last night's meeting was
good, One or two of the speazkers, for instance, cautioned Goldmann
against discouraging the American Zionists from continuing their
vigorous activity, which must be kept up at all costs.)L&::muuﬂ

More hereafter! I hope you have a pleasant and enjoyable
Seder,

As ever,

EN /M
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Summary Report on Proposed Pipe Line from

Saudi-Arabia to the lMediterranean

Comparative Egtimates of Oil Reserves

The oil fields of the Persian Gulf drainage area include deposits in Iran,
Iraq and Qatar, Kuwait, Samdi-~Arabia, and Bahrein.

Some idea of the immense volume of these deposits may be obtained from the
; following unpublished estimates of a responsible government expert:

Ultimate potential reserves

in the United Stabes cesv-rsesennnsinses DO billion barrels
(equivalent to perhaps 35
years consumption)

Ultimate potential reserves
in the Persisn Gulf area e.essseveps..s 200 =~ 300 billion barrels

lach exploration work has still to be done in the Persian Gulf area and the
above estimate, which very greatly exceeds the proved rescrves is admittedly specu~
lative in character. It seems clear, however, that in this relatively small area
- of the world, inhabited by backward peoples and controlled by unstable governments,
is concentrated more than three-fourths of the world's "free" oil, Its distribu-
tion is estimated by the same expert as follows;

Saudi~Arabia and Bahrein .ce.....ss.., about 40%
Iraq and Qabar| e.iessrsiveeceseeslsocinhes

Iran R R R R I % 20%
L P SN W e iy (o SNE FPLE 3 S 5-10%

Ownership of Concessions

Great Britain or its nationals own 100% of the Iran area, (through Anglo~
Iranian); 56% of the Irag area, (Anglo~Iranian owns a majority share holding in
the Iraq Petroleum Company); and 50% of the Kuwait area.

Nationals of the United States own about 22% of the Iraq arca, (i.e. througn
Standard 0il of New Jersey and Socony Vacuum as shareholders of the Irag Petroleum
Company); 50% of the Kuwait area, (i.e, through Gulf 0il Corporation); and 100%
of the Saudi-Arabian area.

The Saudi-Arabian concession, which dates from 1933, is owned by the Cali-~
fornia Arabian 0il Company, which in turn is owned by Standard 0il of California,
and the Texas Company. These two companies, together with Gulf, are the parties
to the Arabian pipe line deal, the intention being that in addition to the Saudi-
Arabian o0il, crude o0il from Kuwait will also go through the pipe to the Mediter-
ranean,

Exploitation of the Samdi-Arabian area is still in its initial stages,
vhercas the oil fields of Iran and Iraq have been producing in quantity for some
time,



Refineries

There are three "significant" refineries in the liddle East 1’. The largest
is that of Anglo-Iranian at Abadan which will shortly be handling over 350,000
barrels a day; the second at Haifa now handling 60,000 barrels a day and extensions
to which will shortly increase its capacity to 80, OOO barrels; the third of Bahrein,
whose capacity by the end of the year will be 58 OOO barrels a day.

It is anticipated that if the proposed pipe line from Saudi-Arabia is built
to end at Haifa, additional refineries will be constructed at that terminus to
handle 350,000 barrels a day. Standard of California will also construct a large
refinery at Ras-Tanura in Saudi~Arabia.

History of Pipe Line

A proposal for the eploitation of the Saudi-Arabian fields by the construc~
tion of a pipe line by the United States Government from those fields to the Medi-
terrancan, was made in the latter half of 1942, It was submitted to the Army and
Navy Petroleum Board, which is responsible for making recommendations to the joint
Chiefs of Staff on petroleum needs for the war effort., An important feature of
that proposal was the stress placed by it on the need for effective government
participation not merely in the construction of the pipe line, but in controlling
the policies to be pursued in comnection with the exploitation of the oil., It was
pointed out that in the case of British oil interest in the Middle East, the Britisk
Government, while not operating the concessions directly, nevertheless was a major-
ity shareholder and thus retained ultimate control., The scheme was rejected how-—
ever by the Army and Navy Petroleum Board. A year later another proposesl for a
government subsidized pipe line -but this time without any provision for government
participation in or control over the operating companies -~ was again submitted to
the Army and Navy Petroleum Board. On this occasion the proposal was recommended
by the Board to the joint Chiefs of Staff, and approved by them, An explanation
for the change of front probably resides in the fact that the leading executives
of the Army - Navy Petroleum Board had been long associated with the private oil
companies whose attitude in opposition to public ownership or control they pre-~
sumably share, 2

A principal protagonist of the pipe line proposal is Mr. H, L. Ickes,
Petroleum Administrator for War, 3+ and president of the Petroleum Reserves Corpor-
ation,

The Petroleum Reserves Corporation was founded in July 1943 as an agency of
the Federal Government. The Board of the PRC consists of the Secretaries of State,
War, Navy, and Interior, as well as the Foreign Economic Administrator. WMr, Ickes
was appointed President of the Corporation among the objectives of which, as stated
by him,are "to explore and encourage the national interest of the United States in
the petroleum fields of the world where private industry is willing to go, and to
propose safeguards for those interests." The Reconstruction Finance Corporation
was authorized to lend to the PyR.C. up to $30,000,000.00.

1. E. DeGolyer in report to PRC as quoted by Major McNeil, 3/23/44.

2, Executive Officer of the Army-Navy Petroleum Board is Gommodore Andrew Carter,
for years an official of the Shell 0il Co., Associated with him is General
Pyron, for years President of the Gulf 0il Company.

3. Mr, Ralph Davis, Vice~-President of Standerd Oil of Callfornla, is the Deputy
Administrator,
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On behalf of the Petroleum Reserves Corporation, Mr. Ickes entered into
negotiations with the Arabian-American0il Company, ("Aramco" - the new name of the
Californian—-Arabian) and with the Gulf Exploration Company for the building of the
pipe line from Saudi~Arabia by the United States Government at o cost estimated at
about $150,000,000,00., The private oil companies vigorously, and in the end suc-
cessfully resisted the efforts of PRC to obtain government participation in the
development of the Saudi-Arabianoil resources. An agreement was finally reached
entitled, "Outline of Principles of Proposed Agreement, January 24, 1944," 4. yhich
provided for government construction, ownership, and maintenance of a pipe 1line
system "from a point near the presently discovered oil fields of Saudi-Arabia and
Xuwait to a port at the eastern end of the liediterranean Sea. The size, capacity,
location, and terminal points of the pipe line system shall be determined by the
government," But the government acquired no interest in the o0il companies them-
selves, nor any right of control over their policies except insofar as this is pro-
vided by Article 8 of the proposed Agreement.

This article entitles the United States Government to be informed of nego-
tiations by the companies with any foreign government and to a veto power on sales
by the companies to foreign nationals or governments, if such sales would militate
against the interests of the United States, In addition Clause 8 provides that
"the commercial and other policies and practices of the companies would conform
to the foreign policy of the United States,"

Clause 1I of the "Principles of Proposed Agreement" is also of interest.,
It reads as follows:

"In the execution and performance of this agreement, it is the
desire and intention of the parties not only to promote and
assist in the development of petroleum in the areas affected
by this agreement, but also to promote the interests of the
governments of such areas, and to respect their sovereignty
and protect their rights, It is the desire of the United
States that American nationals that enjoy privileges with
respect to petroleum in countries under foreign governments
shall have an active concern for the peace and prosperity

of such countries and shall exercige their rights with due
-regard to the rights, including that of political integrity,
of the governments of such countries,"

It is clear that this clause which imposes active and affirmative duties is
susceptible of wide latitude of interpretation; thus the "desire and intention of
the parties" to "protect the rights" of any area affected by the agreement carries
with it the possibility of local political intervention of a character determined
only by the conception of the parties concerned, of what those rights are. The
question may arise as to whose rights are to be protected, and what is the nature
of the sovercignty to be respected, Or, to take a specific case, what would be
meant by promoting ¥the intercsts of the government" of Palestine, for example.
Would it include an insistence on the maintenance of the status quo, that is to say,
including the policy of the White Paper, Similarly the proposal to "have an active
concern for the pecace and prosperty" of these countries may well have far-reaching
political implications,.

4, ‘Signed by Harold L. Ickes for PRC; F. A, Davies as President of Arabian-America.
(Aramco"); J, F. Drake, President of the Gulf Exploration Company; H. D. Collier,
President of the Standard 0il of Californiaj and W.S,S, Rodgers, President of the
Texas Cos, The officers of ®Aramco" are lir, Collier (Standard 0il of California)
Chairman, lir, Rodgers (Texas) Vice-Chariman, lr, F, A, Davies (Standard of Call-
fornia) President, lir. James Terry Duce (Texas) Vice-President in charge of geology
and production; Mr. A. li. Martin, Vice-President in charge of manufacturing and

liry J. liacpherson, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. Other directors are

lr. J. He llacBaregill of Standard and C. E, Olmsted of Texass
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On the other hand it is suggested that this part of the Article may be used,
especially in conjunction with the concluding paragraph of Article 8 referred to
above (requiring that the commercial and other policies of the companies conform
with the United States foreign policy) as a peg on which to hang claims for appro-
priate economic provisions in the interests of the Jewish National Home, such as
sale in Palestine of petroleum at reasonable prices, standard wage rates, etc. As
was said by J. H. Carmical in the New York Times of March 20th the third paragraph
of Article 8 "apparently refers to virtually every phase of operation and could be
interpreted as meaning that wage payments, working conditions and all operaticns
generally would have to conform to a policy laid down by the United States Govern—
ment M

Reactions to the Pipe Line Proposal

Public announcement of the pipe line scheme was made in the early part of
this year., Proponents of the scheme laid stress on the alleged rapid exhaustion
of 0il reserves in the Western Hemisphere, and the suggestion was strongly made
that oil reserves in this country would meet consumption needs only for another
fifteen years.

It was urged that in present circumstances this country would be Munable to
0il another war", and that its position in the world of tomorrow depended on the
development of foreign oil resources.

Vigorous reaction in opposition to the pipe line scheme developed quickly
and came in the main from two quarters, On the one hand those oil ccmpanies, some
fifty-five in number, who stand to derive no benefit from the pipe 1line and whose
interests are concentrated in this hemisphere, objected strenuously tc the con-
struction of any pipe linc at all with the help of public funds. ZEssentially these
companies are interested to sell their own product at the highest price. They are |,
concerned about the effect on their interests - primarily in the Western Hemispherc
— of the fuller cxploitation of the vast oil decposits of the Middle East ~ deposits
which can in general be developed far more cheaply than can the Western Hemisphere
deposits, Public opposition by these companies is, howover, based on very different
groundse. A Memorandum setting out these grounds in detail was prepared recently
for the National 0il Policy Committee of the Petroleum Industry War Council, by
lire George A, Hill, Jr., of Houston, Texas, and contains arguments which have been
reflected in a good decal of the controversy in the press and on the platform which
centers on this issue. In the first place exception is taken to the suggestion
that sources of supply in the United States are likely to bve exhausted within the
reasonsbly near future.®: It is argued that no, or insufficient account, is taken
of continuing discoveries of new deposits; that the same scare was raised abt the
end of the last war and proved likewise unjustified. In this connection it is wort
noting that the President has given the pipe 1line his tacit support by stating €.
that the United States can no longer depend on domestic wells for all the produc-
tion it needs and that he is worried sbout United States supplies not for the next
five years but for the next fifty years.

5., Wallace Pratt, director of Standard 0il of New Jersey asserts that our reservce
will last another 100 years. Others have offered mach higher estizates,
6. TFebruary 11, 1944 to liarch 4, 1944.
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Next it is objected that in any case the pipe line is unnecessary since
there will be ample tanker tonnage available at the end of the war. Also that the
proposed governmental construction is in conflict with American ideas of free enter
prise and that neither on grounds of security nor of public policy can the proposal
be justified. Beyond this, great stress is placed on the argument that the pipe
line involves a foreign ccmmitment outside the Western Hemisphere in the midst of
war, for strictly post-war purposcs, and that it marks the commencement of an in-
terventionist American foreign policy in the internal affairs of foreign countries,
One clauseof the Memorandum recads as followss

"It is a foreign commitment by the United States involving the
physical occupation and utilization of a part of the territory
of certain kingdoms, sultanates, shaikdoms, mandates, protector-
ates, noutral territories and areas involved in boundary dis-
putes, over 1000 miles in distance,.... and in which arca there
is cmbodied all of the political ailments incident to Arab
nationalism, Pan-Arabism, Pan-Islamism, Koranic law, the Jewish~
Arab feud, Zionism, remmnant of Turkish influence in the old
Ottoman Empire, Russo-Turkish~British relationship and rivalries,
British foreign policy with respect to the Suez Canal and the
Gulf of Aden and the Persian Gulf..."

A sccond group which opposes the present pipe line agreement, does so on
entirely different grounds. They include many representatives of liberal public
opinion in this country and expression was given to their point of view in an
important specch by Representatives Jerry Voorhis of California, in the Housc of
Representatives, February 21, 1944. This group accepts the need for building up
Americals o0il rescrves by development of o0il reserves abroad, but fears the growth
of an irresponsible oil imperialism, if the present proposal for cxploitation by
private companies goes through. The membcg q,lf this group accordingly object to
the PRC Agrecement as written, on the groun %ft is essential that an enterprise of
this kind with all its international ramifications, should ultimately be controlled
by the United States Government, They would accordingly favor construction of the
pipe line but subject to effective governmental participation in the exploitation
of the concessions.

Following the introduction of a resolution by Senators Brewster of Maine,
and loore of Oklahome (a vigorous opponent of the pipe line), asking for the dis-
solution of the Petroleum Reserves Corporation, a Senate Committee of eleven membor:
was appointed to investigate the entire question of American foreign oil policy.

The committee consisted of the following Senators:

Chairman:  Maloney of Connecticut
Conally of Texas
Vandenberg of Michigan
Johnson of Colorado
Moore of Oklahoma
Brewster of Maine
O'lMahoney of Wyoming
Gurney of South Dakota
Incas of Illinois
Vaybank of South Carolina
LaFollette of Wisconsin

The committee has so far met in Executive Session and heard the evidence of
Colonel John H, Leavell, Petroleum Attache! in the Middle Eastern Division of the
State Department, who it is understood favors the pipe-line dbut subject to govern-
mental participation and control of the whole development.
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The 0il Deal and King Ibn Sand P )

The concession to the American companies was granted by Ibn Saud in 1933 and
expirer in 1999. It is stated that the grant to American rather than to British or
any other foreign companies:was the result of Ibn Samd's feeling that he had no
reason to fear American economic and political penetration of his country.

A considerable portiog of Saudi-Arabials revenue is attributable to the sums
paid for these concessions. ' Most of the balance comes from a subsidy from the
British (a million pounds yearly) and from the revenues derived from the annual
Mecca pilgrimage. The last named source of income was greatly reduced as a result
of war-time trangportation difficulties, This undoubtedly added considerably to
the financail difficultics of the Saud:.-Ara‘blan monarch, . According to reports in
the New York Tmes_s-_ the United States_ and British Governments agrced t@?&nance
his government, Since Saudi~-Arabia was under the influence of the British the
financing arrangement was carried out through an advance by the United States
Government to the British with the understanding that ($25,000, 000,00 or according
to enother report $10,000,000.00) would go to the king. A somewhat different versio:
of this story 9. is that the amount of $25,000,000.00 was paid by the United Statcs
Government to Ibn Saud to counter subsidies pa:.d him by the British Government and
to assist the American oil companies in keeping their monopoly, Whether or not this
money was paid will probably form a part of the Congressional inguiry,

Public announcement of the visit to Ibn Saud of an American military mission
under Major General Ralph Royce to study "economic, public health, military and
comminication problems" in Sandi-Arabm, was made last December, and subsequently
(early in March) General Royce again visited Saudi-Arabia and delivered an initial
"token" shipment of lend~lease munitions, as well as a payment of $1,250,000.00 in
Saudi~Arabian coins, minted in the United States. Prior to this, a d.elegatlon from
Sandi-~Arabia, hoaded by the two sons of King Ibn Soud, visited this country and
were entertained by the Governmeni and by the Standard 0il Company of California.
Visits to Ibn Saud have also been paid by General Hurley, In this connection it is
stated, reports to the contrary in the press notwithstanding, that the purposc of hi:
visits have been in regard to lend-lease and not the pipe line, But the inference
is not far-fetched that American interest in Saudi-Argbian oil ‘and in good relations
with the King are inter-connected. :

British Reactions

The British have not issued any official statement with regard to their in-
terest in the Samdi.-Arabian oil development. According to one source 10, they
have said flatly that they do not propose to seek oil concessions in Samdi-Arabia
and that they do not wish to enter in competition for world markets or for
American ones with Arabian oil. Clearly however, the construction of an American
government-owned and operated pipe line in territories directly or indirectly conw
trolled by the British has important political implications; and a number of
reports 11+ suggest irritation that the plan should be developed without consulta~
tion between Allied Governments; enxiety is reported too over the strategic impli-
cations of the pipe line "with emphasis on a possible American naval base in the
Mediterranean.," What is probably a representative British reaction is that of the
"Economist" of March 11, 1944, In a somewhat sharply worded article, the announce-
ment by the P,A.W, (Mr., Ickes) without prior consultation with Britain, of the PRC
agreement with Aramco, and the introduction of the Palestine resolution into
Congress, are linked as examples of American "excursions" into Middle Eastern
politics which "show 1little sign of forethought and even less of any desire to co-
ordinate American policy with that of Great Britain." Reference is also made to

24 24 5 * T = ey

7: New York Times December 16, 1943,
8. New York Times February 11, 1944, March 18, 1944 and March 24, 1944.
9. Naw York Times liarch 18, 1944,

10. John lacCormack New York Times March 18, 1944,

11, New York Times March 23, 1944,
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the wide scope of General Royce's Military Mission to Saudi Arabia, which covered
petroleum extraction, commmnications and public health. The article concludes that
there are solutions, military, political and economic for the difficulties of
Middle-Eastern development but they will be found only in the abaondment of a
"dangerous unilateralism and if America and Britain work together and plan their
policies to meet the interests of the whole area,"

Despite suggestions to the contrary there seems reason to believe that
Britain and America are in fact engaged in a undercover struggle of some intensity
in the Middle East. ZFurther evidence of this comes in the statement recently made
to a member of the Emergency Council by an authoritative American source that a
principal aim of British propaganda in the Arab countries is to undermine American
influence, and to that end that British agents are spreading the story that Presi-
dent Roosevelt is surrounded by people who favor a Jewish state, so that if such
a state is established, the Americans will be to blame, Some significance too .
attaches in this connection to the report 12. that Ibn Semd is seeking to establish
close oil relations with Great Britain by the appointment of a British petroleum
adviser. ;

With a view to reaching an Anglo-American agreement on petroleum questions
a British delegation of 0il experts under Sir William Brown 13. jg at present con~
ducting preliminary talks in Washington. Apart from this however it seems clear
that a major point on the agenda of the Stettinius mission in Iondon is the oil
question, If an agreement is reached there, presumably any bargaining power which
Ibn Saud may have enjoyed will be very greatly reduced, But the whole issue is
still subject to Congressional approval which at the time of writing remains at
least very doubtful.

Location of Pipe lLine Terminal and Markets to be Served

-~

According to the earlier reports 14. it was planned to have two terminals
to the line, one at Haifa and one at Alexandria. Subsequently the Egyptian Govern~
ment imposed a 15% duty on all oil exports from Egypt, In consequence of this it
was decided to abandon the proposal for an arm to Alexandria, On March 25th last
however the Egyptian Government rescinded the 15% export tax and it is stated that

he original plan for an arm to Alexandria has now been restored.

The pipe line would furnish oil to the European and Near Eastern markets.
According to Mr., Ickes its construction would take "all of two years." The effect
of the piple line would be to free Carribean o0il for Western Hemisphere uses. What
result this would have on the price structure of Western Hemisphere oil is uncertain
but is certainly a major factor in the objections already referred to of the Inde-
pendent Companies to the whole scheme, & further element in this picture is the
proposal of the Iraq Petroleum Company to duplicate the existing pipe line from the
Mosul fields to Haifa, So far Mr,. Ickes, as Petroleum Administrator, has not agreed
to approve the allocation of steel for this additional line,

The Position of the Jewish Agzency

The question has arisen as to the status of thé Joewish Agency to demand that
it be consulted on a question so vitally affecting the future of the Jewish National
Home as does the pipe line proposal. In terms of Article 4 of the Mandate, the

12, New York World Telegram (Henry J, Taylor) April 13, 1944,

13. New York Times April 4, 1944,

14, New York Times January 28, 1944

15, New York Times February 10, 1944 and Now York World Telegram (H. Je Taylor)
April 14, 1944,
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Jewish Agency is "recognized as a public body for the purpose of advising and co-
opcrating with the Administration of Palestine in such economic, social and other
matters as may affect the establishment of the Jewish National Home and the
interests of the Jewish population in Palestine, and, subject always tc the control
of the Administration, to assist and take part in the devclopment of the country,"
Articlell of the Mandate provides further as followss

"The Administration may arrange with the Jewish Agency mentioned
in Article 4 to construct or operate, upon fair and equitable
terms, any public works, services and utilities, and to develop
any of the naturual resources of the country, in so far as these
matters are not directly undertaken by the Administration,”

Article 11, it is clear, is permissive in character and while clearly in-
tended to give the Jewish Agency a preferential status, entitles the Administration
to arrange or not to arrange, as it sees fity for the participation of the Jewish
Agency in the construction and operation of public works, utilities, etc., and in
the development of any of the natural resources of the country.

Article 4 would seem to offer a stronger ground on which to claim the right
to consultation, a right reinforced by the prcvisions of Article 11l.

Economic Issues

It is clear that in the event that the pipe 1line is constructed, the char-
acter of the economic arrangements made in connection therewith will be of the ut—
most importance for the development of Palestine and the Jewish National Home. The
future of Jewish industry in Palestine is closely linked with the question of cheap
power, that is to say, above all, of cheap fuel., Experience with the Iraq pipe
line is very revealing in this connecticn., No provision was made in the Irag petro-
leum agreement for sale of the oil at the Haifa outlet at a fair price, or indeed
of any oil at all, with the result that the British-controlled oil cartel maintains
the price of o0il in Palestine at a figure that is altogether excessive, Again, whil
in the convention with the Iraq Petroleum Company various special fees and privilegc
were granted the company, including freedom from all duties on transit of its petro-
leum and petroleum products, exemption from all duties on all imports which it re-
quires, special railroad rates for its freight, and complete exempticn from "propert
tax, income tax, or any levy or fiscal charge of any sort," no counter-balancing
stipulations were made with regard to the use, where possible, of local materials,
the wages to be paid to local labor, or the sale in Palestine of petroleum products
with some relation to cost. It is believed, though this will require further in-
vestigation, that in Syria, by contrast, definite commitiments were obtained from
the IPC fcr the provision of o0il and by-products at special rates.

the
The prospective construction of?Samdi Arabian pipe line to Palestine may
provide an excellent opportunity for redress of the present intolerable situatiocn
which has very serious implications for Palestine's economic development,




May 8, 1944

Mr. Emanuel Heumann
521 Fifth Avenue
!” Im" 0!0

My dear Emanuels

I hope that your meeting with Hull will be successful.
I am enclosing herewith an article which will interest you. TYou
will recall that I smelled a rat when the matter was first broached
at the meeting of the Program Committee.

I have been somewhat troubled about the movement to urge our
governmenit to establish "free ports® for refugees in this country.
I don't know who originated the idea, or why. I rather think that
very little will come of it, except that it will play in the hands
of the British. The pressure of our propagande in the last few
years stemmed directly from the need of a place of refuge for our
people, that Palestine was the proper place and the most readily
accessible one for them, and that other countries do not want them.
I did not persona'ly ever faver cur putting sc much emphasis on the
refugee angle in our propaganda and so little eamphasis on the
netional solution which Palestine must offer to the Jewish problem
which existed before Hitler and which will continue after Hitler is
gone. However, our propaganda was hased on Palestine as a place of
refuge. As soon as these "free ports™ are established, if only on
paper, the ground is imocked from under our propaganda. The English
line will then be ~= thdre are now free ports for refugees in America
which is far bizger than Palestine, ete., and refugee Jews should
go there. Not that refugee Jews will actually be enabled to go
there! Actually, the immigration quotas to the United States under
existing laws have not been used up.

Qur friends in #ashiniton whom we have been pressuring to
force open the doors of Palestine because of the great Jewish need
will now by the mere announcement of the establishment of such
ffree ports" feel free to wash their hands of any responsibility
in the matter of Palestine, the Hhite Paper, the Jewish National
Home, ete. I notice that the Bew York Times has come out for such
ffree ports®l.....

- It is of course very difficult for Zionists to bring this
phase of the subject to the attention of people and to ask why Jewish
refugees should be moved five, six thousand miles from the Balkans
to the United States for temporary shelter while Palestine is right

next door and can certainly be used for temporary shelter, because

we will be accused of being indifferent to the tragedy of the refugees
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because of our exclusive absorption in politicsl Zionism, ete. ete.
I rather feel that another great stumbling block is being put in the
way of the redemption of our people znd that very little good will
redown from this movement either to the benefit of Jewish refugees
or Jewish Palestine,

I am glad that Hr. Hard has reacted as he did to the article
in the Reader's Digest. I hope that they will soon publish an
article reflecting our viewpoint. :

I spoke, some time ago, to Lowenthal about saseing Pegler,
Perhaps you are the man to see him. Talk with Lowenthal . I will
try to arrange with the editor of the Local Seripps Howard paper
for an appointment with Mr. Howard, head of the organization.

With all good wishea, I remain

: As ever yours,

Aﬂﬂam
Enc.



Letter No, 52 - MURRAY HILL 2-0694

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS

Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE

RoomM 1903
NEW YORK 17, N. Y,
June 12, 1944

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abbas

I have done a little preliminary investigation regerding
the idea of retaining eminent counsel, More specifically, three
pasibilities: (1) John Foster Dulles; (2) Charles Evens Hughes, Jr.;
(3) John W, Davis,

Regarding the first: he is very close to Dewey, is reputed
to be writing Dewey's speeches on questions of major policy, and is
also reputed as slated to be his Secretary of State, For that reason
it is believed by some that he would be persona non-grata with the
State Department just now and they would probably suspect whatever he
might do, assuming he were willing to accept a retainer from us,

Mr, Davis is by this time probebly 67 years of age but still
keen, vigorous and active in his profession. However, he is very
close to the British, has served as the President of the English Speal-
ing Union, etc, and would probably not wish to be mixed up with us, He
would probably consult Halifax before accepting a retainer,

Hughes would seem to be the most available of the three, He
is very eminent and highly regarded., Though he is a Republican by af-
filiation, he is not particularly active in Republic politics and
would not be looked upon in Washington as having a Republican axe to
grind, On the other hand, he is accustomed to cherge very high fees,
That would be about egually true with regard to the others, Under the
circumstances, if we are prepared to go ahead, he would seem to be the
best bet, At least he might be approached, though he too might have a
reason for not acceptinzg a retainer from us, - I will look into the

matter further and write you azain, QMQ W"""’d‘(""‘— f Crnnac.

Regarding the plank for the platform, I understand you have re-
ceived from Shulman his draft version, I think it's all right and has
one or two points that might be incorporated in your draft, as forin-
stance, the reference to the holy places, etc, All in all, I would
prefer to stick to yours as the basis, with perhaps some modification
which you might consider desirable,

Thanks for your note gbout my article in the Contemporary Jewish
Record,

As ever,
ully yours,

EN/M
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and conspiratorially out-maneuvered by a gentleman who presumes

to speak in the name of a superfeding body and whosé-actions are
subject to no control by the American Zionist Emergency Coumecil
which is burdened with the responsibility of eu'rying on the work
in the United States.

I am sorry that I must do it at this time and on the eve of
momentous events. I should have liked to remain on with the
Emergency Council unt our new status in Palestine is defined

and to help direct W éouncil toward maximum effectiveness in bring-
ing about a satisfactory solution for Palestine jbut it is impossible
to work under the present conditions, mor do I feel justified in
assuming the responsibilities of leadership when the authority which
should go along with such responsibility does not exist.

X\d/xt 8 bad onmh__t_,_h;um_up with the mipulatim and t.hn
ex of Wise. You will recall that astounding

:lnci.dent. with the President when without consultation with me or
with the Councilghe brought about a postponement of the critical
interview with the President for more than two weeks because he had
to be on the Pacific Coast and could not tolerate the idea of anyone
seeing the President in his place. You will recall how hard he
tried recently to force through a permanent political committee in
an effort to curb and control my activities. I say it is bad enough
to have to put up with one major source of ugmvatim and inter-
~ ference. With two it is utterly impossibles

I send you mw best wishes.

Very cordially yours,

AHS:DR
Enc,




August 15, 1844

¥r. Esanuel Neumann

Commission on Palestine Surveys
581 Fifth Avenue :

Hew Ycrk, N. Y.

iy dear Emanuel:

I am sorry that you were unable to attend the meeting of the
Emergency Counecil last Monday. Irving Hiller who was there could
tell you the story of how Goldman pulled another one of his

shyster tricks, went to Stettinius last week on some phony excuse
in anticipation of our appointment with him on August 15th, and
messed up the situation in the same way he did with Judge Rosenman,
you will recall, some months ago. As a result of his intrusionm,
Mr. Stettinius, who promised to see us on August 15th, will not see
us until perhaps the end of September, and no announcement on
Palestine will be forthcoming until the end of the war. These were
the tidings which were conveyed by Goldman in a letter to Dr. Wise.
I was kept in ignorance of the entire matter until Wise pulled out
the letter at the meeting. I, of course, blew up and told them
plenty. Everyone was shocked by the action of Goldman, and the
only one who tried to excuse it was, of course, our friemd Stephen,
who undoubtedly has been in collusion with Goldman right along.

It was voted to have the program committee look into the matter
immediately and bring in a definite recommendation for the next
meeting of the Executive Committee. I have been urging action om
this, as you know, for a lomg time. I knew the situation would
deteriorate very rapidly, knowing as I do the charaeter and ambitions
of this political gigolo, aud the impossibility under any circum—
stances of carrying om a consistent political activity in Washington
through two competing agencies. I wrote to Shulman as far back as
liay 25th about this matter. Prior to that I appointed a special
committee %o handle the matter, which never met. I also wrote to
Dr. W about it some months ago, but of course he passed the buck
back to‘us here, undoubtedly guided by Weisgal and Goldman. At
the last meeting of the program committee, when this matter should
have been brought up, it was again postponed om the slim excuse that
the hour was late and that Goldman had to leave.

Under the circumstances I see no other way out of it for me than

to send in my resignation, which I did this morming. I am prepared
to put up with a lot of things and much aggravation to serve the
cause, but it would be the height of folly for me to spend my time
and energies day after day and to see my work periodically frustrated



Mr. Emanuel Neumann
521 Fifth Averue
New York, N.Y.

My dear Emanuels

I am sending you herewith a copy of the letter which
wag sent to you last Wednesday. I would suggest that
you talk with Mr, Lipsiky prior to the meeting as well as
to the representatives of the Mizrachi and Poale Zion who
_ are on the committee,

I am also semding you a copy of the letter which I
addressed to Dr. Wise. You will note that he pulled another
stunt like the one one which he did in postponing our
interview with the President. le suggested the date of the
22th to lr, Stettinius because he plans to attend the
Emergency Council meeting in New York om the 28th. This will save
him an extra trip from Lake Placid. The Zionist Hovement in
these criticsl war times must conform with the lecture schedule
and the vacation schedule of Dr. aiseoo .

#ith all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,




Letter No, 61 MURRAY HILL 2-0694
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE

RooM 1903
NeEw York 17, N. Y.

Avgust 29, 1944

“~

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:

As I said to you on the phone, I would have gone out to
Cleveland together with Leon Feuer to see you tomorrow if I thought
such a journey would make a difference in the situation, Even without
such a hope, I would have made the trip anyhow but for the fact that
Fan is ill in bed and has been so for a week and I am somewhat worried
about her condition,

1) I fully understand the importance you attach to the issue we have been
dealing with - Dr, Goldmann and his political activities, It should be
crystal clear, however, that that is not the really basic problem, Even
if this issue were settled to your entire satisfaction, another issue may
arise tomorrow and probably will, just as there have been other issues
before,not involving Goldmann, Such individual issues and conflicts as
have arisen or would arise in the future if you remained at your post all
stem from one basic situation: lack of loyal support and cooperation on
the part of the groups in the control of the ZOA and Hadasszh, This can
in effect be limited to the ZOA because by itself and 2lone Hadassah
would be utterly helpless and ineffective., But as long as the ZOA Ad-
ministration constitutes an unavowed opposition and a focus of infection,
the situation in the Emergency cannot possibly be satisfactory or even
tolerable, On the other hand, if the ZOA situation were different and
with the parties loyal to you as they are, you would have smooth sailing
all around and neither Wise nor Goldmann nor anyone else would be in a
position to stand up against you or give any real trouble, It is the
knowledge that they can rely with complete confidence upon the sy host(l,
attitude of the ZOA Administration towards you that permits them to do
what they have been doing, Until end unless that basic situation is cor-
rected, we are bound to have repetition of such conflicts at frecuent
intervals on various issues,

2) If that analysis is correct, then I doubt the course you are following
of making the Goldmann situation the issue and occasion of your resigna-
tion; because even if there is a complete backdown on this point on the
part of the Executive Committee, it will settle nothing really, and you
may have to go through the whole painful business over again within a
few weeks in connection with some other conflict which will probebly
arise,

3) It seems to me that t' course you finally dedde to take must depend
upon your ultimate purpose and your fundamental attitude, If your
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attitude is simply that you have had enough of aggravation and frustra-
tion and are not prepared to struggle with this internal situation any
longer - then obviously there is only one thing to do and that is to quit,
irrespective of any kind of formulation or any decision which may be
forced from the Executive Committee on the Goldmann issue; because such a
decision as you may force on this issue will not reduce the opposition in
the quarters where it exists, but if anything, intensify it, I% is bound
to break out again in another form, In my opinion,therefore,if you are
basically so fed up that it is impossible for you to continue, then you
simply drop out without running this particular question down to earth to
its last detail, It would then be advisable, I think, to inform the Com-
mittee that this is the last straw, coming on top of all the many things
that have happened in the course of the year and that you see no possi-
bility for discharging your mission as you conceive it to be.

4) On the other hand, if you are fundementally ready to cerry on despite
all that has happened in the past, provided you are given the necessary
support end freedom of action, then it is my humble opinion that a differ-
ent course is indicated, Your strategy and effort must in that case be
directed not to overcoming the Goldmann situation,but rather the underly-
ing situation: to sterilize or emasculate the internal opposition.- That
can only be done by carrying the fight right to the Z0A and having a
showdown there, Either you get the backing of the ZOA in such a decisive
form as would make it impossible for its officers and representatives to
sabotage your efforts or lend themselves to intrigues, or you don't, If
you do, then you have the Emergency Committee completely in hand and can
deal with everyone, including Goldmann and the World Executive itself, on
a firm footing, If you can't win out and get such decisive support from
the Z0A, then you quit and leave the responsibility to those who control it.

5) There is ample reason to believe that if the larger fundamentzl issue
were to be fought out in the ZOA, you would win, Only yesterday Dan Frisch
volunteered the information in a private talk with me that last year you
had the Convention in your hands, The great majority of the delegates were
with you, To some extent, the position may have been weakened by the
lapse of a year during which Goldstein was in the saddley but on the other
hand, you have a record of a great year behind you, Those of us who have
given thought to the question are convinced that you @ould get the decisive
backing of the ZOA either through its Executive Committee, or if need be,
through the Convention. The chances are that the leadership would rather
give in before the Convention if they kmew that a showdown was impending,
You will recall that at the last two meetings of the ZOA at which you re-
ported - one meeting of the Administrative Council and one meeting of the
Executive Committee - in both instances you had quite obviously the sup-
port of the majority.

6) I believe that Goldstein and his friends are fully aware of the weak-
ness of their own position and that it is for that reason that they are
maneuvering as skilfully as possible, Their purpose, I fully believe,
is to bring about your eliminationy but to bring it about in such a wey
as will leave them exonerated on the record and put you in the wrong.
They will therefore keep rying with you, pay you compliments, make
repeated ostensible efforWs to induce you to withdraw your resignation,
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appoint one committee after another to persuade you to remain, raise all
kinds of collateral issues, such as the "discipline of the World Zionist
Organization," etc., all with a eye to the record so that they will be
able to say to the Zionists "We have exhausted ourselves in attempts to
meet Dr, Silver's wishes and induce him to remain without involving our-
selves in a breach with the Jewish Agency, but to no avail, Ee is
adamant, intransigeant and determined to force us into a conflict which
we must avoid, Silver is precious to us,but the integrity of the Zionist
movement even more precious.," In a sense they are counting on your
"inflexibility" in their desire to eliminate you s inc as little
odium for so doing as possible, DE

7) But if your purpose is to sanify the situation and carry on as the
political leader of Americen Zionism, you should, to my mind, avoid this
trap and make your fight at the point where it would be decisive and final,
nemely, in the ZOA, Jjhere I am sure you would win and waemey win or lose,
you will kmow where you stand for the coming year, If you are to do that,
however, if you are to carry the fight to the enemy's territory for a
showdown, then you must invade it with the maximum strength., You cannot
go as the ex-Chairman of the Emergency Council with a grievance to air,
but with the full authority of the Chairman, who is carrying a heavy re-
sponsibility and demands loyal support in concrete terms., In that case
would liguidate the present crisis, as well as possible, or temporize with
it and with the Executive Committee, while retaining your Chairmanship
and your responsibility until you can have it out  with the opposition
in home waterd” If that were your objective, the action taken yesterday
could easily be interpreted by you as a recognition of the principle upon
which you are insisting, You need not decline to meet with the Sub-Com-
T mittee, emd such meeting or meetings need not be held immediately,on the
ground that there are most urgent tasks which cannot be set aside for a
moment, which is the truth, You could at the same time call for a specdEH
meeting of the ZOA Executive or wait for the regular meeting set for Sep-~
tember 12th, or set into motion individuals and groups in verious parts of
the country who are deeply involved in the political effort, and they can
make their voices and influence felt, In short, you can compel Goldstein
end his friends not merely to back down on this particular issue under
the pressure of your resignation, but liquilitetheir organized opposition
once and for all, That would require effort but would be worth doing, and
you would have devoted support and cooperation in such enterprise,

As you see, I am not trying to influence your basic decision
whether to stay or cquit. That is for you to decide; but if your desire
is to carry on and to complete the work which you have begun, then I think
my analysis is the correct one, Otherwise the work you have started will
be destroyed, and in addition your own reputation will be made to suffer
heavily by those who will be in complete control and possession of gll
Zionist apparatus throughout the country and will be in a far better posi-
tion then you to spread their version of the £onflict and itsdenouement,

T have not written to Virginia, but if you have no objection, I
would very much like to have her read my letter as well, I pray that your
final decision will be the correct one,

F_¥thfully yours,

As ever,




Letter No, 62 MURRAY HILL 2-0694

! COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FIFTH AVENUE

RooM 1903
NEw York 17, N. Y.
September 1, 1944

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Abba:
I want to report the following:

1) To round out the picture regarding yesterday's meeting: As I
entered the building, 342 Madison, I met Robert Szold, who was
leaving it, He was beaming, apparently in an excellent state of
mind, As I later learned, a caucus had been held in Goldmann's
office on the 12th floor just before the meeting of the Executive
Committee, at which aspparently strategy was agreed upon, My guess
is that they decided to play for delay for the following reasons:
(2) to give Goldstein time to line up the Executive Committee of the
ZOA behind him; (b) to secure if possible a message from the Agency
Executive backing Goldmann's stand; (¢) to gain some time in which
to spread some of their propaganda among the Zionists and prepare
them for the shock of your resignation; (d) to take in hand the cur-
rent business of the Emergency Council so that there would be a
smooth and painless transition,

As a result of yesterday's meeting, I am more convinced
than ever that Goldstein and his friends are definitely playing for
your permanent elimination, It is common gossip that Goldstein was
to succeed you as Chairman of the Executive Committee and he is try-

ing to consolidate his support, WWW < Sl ;

2) I have been thinking all along that steps should be taken to en-
lighten public opinion., I have already had a long talk on the tele-
phone with Mr, MecXler of the Morning Journal and he seems inclined
to write something, but it was agreed that he would not do so until
I have talked with him again, I also rang up Margoshes but have not
reached him as yet, Smolar, in his column which was mailed out yes-
terday for next week's papers, has included an item, copy of which I
am enclosing, Very much more could be done, of course, with the
help of our staff, etc,, but it will require definite plans and a
clear lead on your part,

3) Wertheim has sent letters with a full account of the situation
from his and your point of view to London and Palestine, At my
sugzestion, he also sent two cables yesterday, At my suggestion
Rabbi Gold also agreed last evening to send two cables, one to London
and one to Palestine, which I drafted for him, I am planning to send
cables on my own today to Weizmann and Shertok in London and possibly
to someone in Palestine,



Dr, A, H, Silver September 1, 1944

4) Jacob Richman of Philadelphia, who you will recall wrote a number
of excellent articles concerning you a year ago, is coming to see me
during the week-end, I have suggested to him that he write a pamphlet
reviewing the year and if necessary, discussing the present crisis,
the pamphlet to be published at once in time for wide distribution be-
fore the ZOA Convention, About a fortnight ago I prepared an eight
page memorandum to serve as background information for articles on the
occasion of the first anniversary of your election as Chairman,
Israeli and Manson have held off getting such articles placed, pending
the outcome of the crisis, but the memorandum would prove useful for
Richman if he writes the pamphlet, If you have any other suggestions,
please don't hesitate to make them, I shall await further advice from
you,

As ever,

F : 1ly yours,

Emanuel Neumann
FuA I}:Q.W Syrtusdlim

EN/M




STORM ON THE HORIZON: There is a good deal of internal strife within

the Aperican Zionist Emergency Council ,,,- Dr, Abba Hillel Silver,
chairman of the Council, insists that Dr, Nalum Goldmann not make rep-
resentations to the State Department in behalf of the Jewish Agency as
he does from time to time ,,.- Such representations should be made by
the Zionist Emergency Council which is a body of the American Zionist
groups established for this purpose, Dr, Silver argues ..,- Supporting
Dr, Silver are the Mizrachi and the Zionist Leborites ,,,- The Hadasssh
representative in the Emergency Council seems to oppose Dr, Silver's
views ,..~ The situation has reached a point where Dr, Silver submitted
his resignation ,,.- Meny leading Zionist§ are trying to prevent a break
in the ranks of the Committee, since this would inevitably lead to a
serious split within the entire Zionist movement in the United States ,,..-
As these lines are written the crisis is at its height, since Dr, Silver

is determined to withdraw from leadership if his terms are not accepted,,,

-



September 8, 1844

¥r. Emanuel Neumann
749 West End Avenus
New York, N.Y.

My dear Emanuel:.

I am a little concerned about the nature of the cable
which you said Goldmann sent to London or Jerusalem. He might
have suggested an arrangement which would be altogether unacceptable
and he might give the impression because of yrior comversations
with you that he was led to believe that it would be acceptable
to you and to me.

If Goldmann consulted Goldstein before sending the cable
I am inclined to believg that the proposal would be to set up a
political committee made up of %ise, Lipsky, Silver and Goldstein.
In the first place, this would immediately arouse the resentment of
the other parties because they are excluded, and if the other parties
are included, you will have, to all intents and purposes, a second
Emergency Council in the field, or the re-creation of the political
committee which we abolished, you will recall, when we decided that
the Executive Committee, as such, shall be the political actions
committee.

I believe I have placed the issue where it belongs, and
on its merits, the matter should be decided. There must be direct
communication between the Agency and the Emergency Couneil on all matters
relating to our politic:1l activities in the United States, and Goldmann
must refer any communication touching our work to us and should not
on his own and on the plea of an emergency make contacts with
government officials without consulting the Co-chairmen of the
Emerzency Council.

In this connection I am sending you three items which
you might want in connection with the presentation of our case:
(a) a statement on the history of the establishment of the Agenmecy
Bureau in Washingtom; (b) the agreement reached and signed last
year in Dr, Wise's office which has never been lived up to in letter
and spirit in hich it was agreed that I was to assume leadership
in the sphere of political affairs and in which the Zionist Emergency
Council was to be regarded as the body res ible for the centraliged
direction of our political efforts; and (cfmt;e statesent which Feuer
made in my behalf over the telephone to ¥r. Shulman following the
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Y. Emanuel Yeumann

e/o Commission on Palez*ine Surveyrs
Room 1903

581 Fef+h Averus

Hew York, 17, N.X,

Dear ., Nevmann:

- As *he resul' 0f an svening cspen* ‘a *he eampany of
Dr, Habib swad on Hovember S»d, I am submit*ing hu-ewi*h a monorandumn

of fif+tcen pages on the arab situation in *his oomx*ry. The memorandum
containg

figures on +m ‘¢*bnie coiposition, religious affiliation and

Zeographiesl distzribution of *he Arab po;)uhﬂan in
# +ha United S*ates;

fao*s abow* “he leading sraebie langnage pape®s in *he U..;..

List of *he leading Jrab asgita*ors in *he UeS:;

‘some Tact*s abou* *he iebanese dommuaivy;

A listing of leading ZArsd oleries in *he U.8,;

*he séaond report on *the neW Arab drive in *ho Usde;

a ske*ch abou* our infodusnt, Ir, Habib iwed;

some romarks »égerding *he Arab diplm*to m;blialmen*a u Wuﬂng*on,h.é.;

my own obsefva*fona on *he fae*s relatéd;”
some sugpes*ions of mine for eoping wi*h *he Arabs in *he U.B.

7th 8+ yowr home,

 Regards,

| o

CC: Dr.sbba Hiliel Silm,‘/ , ¥ranz J, dats
Cleveland,ve;
&.my e .‘ahapim' :
dow Yorkyli.Xe

As ngwecd upem, 7 shall phone you on “uwesday wmorning, Novembor
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1) the Arvabie-Spesaking Community of the United States
Total FPopulation: 500,000
Ethnie Coumposit+ion:

100,000 Eyrians
300,000 Lebansse

. 100,000 Pelestinians, Iraqnil,Egyp?ians and o*hers

Religious Affiliation:
150,000 Iioslems

200,000 lMaronites and Melchites

60,000 Gredk Or+hHodox

-

. 50,000 Protestants of various demdéminations

2) The leading Arabie-Speaking Colom‘es of the T, %,
a) State.of Yew York
1) City of lew York: 50,000

26,000 liaron®¥es

6,000 Meloch'+es

10,000 Greek Orthoddx ~
7,500 iitse, Protestants
1,500 koslems

2) Buffalo,i.Y.: 6,000

5,500 Haronites
50 lioslens
450 Greck Ur+hodox and Protestants

3) Hiagera Falls,H.¥.: 1,000

800 liaronites
200 Ureelkk Or+hodox

4) Syracuse,N,Ye: 5,000

1,000 Maronited

3,000 Greek Or+loddx *

- 1,000 Mi{se., Protcstants and lMoslems

5) U*iea,V,Y,: 8,000

8,000 Maron’'+*es

£,000 Greek Or+hodox and FPro*tes*ants
8) Albany,N,Y.: 1,000 _

- Almos* exclus’vely Greek Orthodox
7) Detroit,lifeh,: 50,000

20,000 liaronites

15,000 Greek Orthodox

5,000 Protestants of various denomina+i0ns
1.0 000 lioslems

8) Chicego,Ille: 10,000
£,000 lioslems
500 liaronites e
7,500 Greck Urthodox and Irotestants

- - -

- HoTe e
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2) The Leading irebie-Speaking Colonies in the U.8. (cont'd.)
b) Outside of the State of lew York :
9) Cincinnati,O.: 10,000 .
alwogt exclusively laronite
10) Boston, Jinss.: 6,000

2,000 Hiaronites
3,000 Greek Orthodox

11) Fall River,Mass,: 4,000 ( ?)

4,000 MaronY+es
nun’ber of o*hers unkaown *0 *aform.n*

12) Danbury,Conn,: 8,000

3,000 Maron'+taes
5,000 Greek Or+hodox

13) Wilkes Barre,Pa,: 20,000

15,000 laronites ¢ o i
denouinational affiliation of +he others unknown +0 informant

14) Philadelphia,Pae: 30,000

10,000 iaronites
80,000 ureek Urthodox,irotestants and Loslcms

15) Eastera Penunsylvania: 5,000
lios*iy usronites of lor+th Lebanese origin
16) Washington,DeCez 5,000

4,000 Greck Or+hodex 5 1 -
1,000 Hoslem# (6f varioud scc+s: Shiites,Druses,ete,)
400 Erwraxtsiray Pales*+inidn Hoslems (majori+y of #hese 400) and
GPeek Or+hodox (minori+y of *hese 400)
100 others

17) Miami,Fla,: 15,000. - 5 -
Relfgtous af? liation no* known *o ‘nformant
18) Raleigh,7,C.: %,000
liostly Greek Or+thodox
19) Chapel H3ll,N,C.: 500

200 jiaronités B
300 affiliation of +huse unknown +0 informant

Community almost +otally of Syrian origin
20) Rest of Virginia and Sorth Cerolina: 50,000
Religious affilia*ion unknown *+0 informant 5
£21) California: Total number of Arabie-Speaking Feople unknown *o informant
30,000 Heronites known +0 be residing in Sen Franciseo snd Ios iAngeles

D e en M wr G GO S CP Be P B CO e We WS WD eGP G0 Se WP WY W W S G S WS OGP W OP WP G e e O e me e =D W =S

3) the Arabie lengusge Fress of .he United S+ates:

e
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3) the Avabie languege Press of the Unfted S+ates:

NBY_YORK,W,Y,: B oo
1) AL-HODA, 55 Vashington St.,New York,l.r.

gix +imes weekly ¥

Publisher and mwase Editor: Sallowm lokarsal (Lebauese monito)

15,000, 'f not more, subser bers

only U.S8, paper ia Arabie whieh is known all over the lear East and in
South Amerieca

nown af being pro-Jewish and pro-French

often ascused of being "boOught by the Jews"

lickarzal is also president of an~lahda, The Progress, (lebanse Booiety),N.Y.

2) Al~ikhlaek, 58 (?7) Washington St.,liew York,N.Y.

published irregularly, suppdsedly published thriee weekly "

in order ¢o defraud +he Fost Offiee Depar+ment, *ha paper's date of
publisation is given in such a wey in the English language as +0 comply
with +he Post Office regulations, “while“*he »eal date of publidstion ia
featwred“in +he Arabio langusge] the lat®e? remark may no* pertain +o +his
peper bu* may have been @ade with respeot +0 one o0f *h& other papers whiech
also éppea® irregularly +hdugh Scheduled ss“published +hrice w«k!y I shall
a-oeruin +0 whieh one of *hem +his informa*ion applids

Edi+or and Publigher: YAKOUB RAPHAEL [lebanees Marcnits)

Backéd Corp-Bishop lansour Estephan

5,000 subser’bers

pro=Jewigh : y
pro-French XY, A

ant’'-liokarzal (bo*h *he paper's publ’sher and anm are jealous of liok,)

3) u-xsmi, 28+h 5t, (?), Hew York,N.Y,

4)

thrice™w

lislehite

Publ, & Ed,: Breydi
8,000 subseribers

pro=-Erench
pro=Jewish

ASSAYEH, 28+h 8¢, (7), New York,N.Y.

Hominal Editor and Publisher: Abd—el-~dasih laddad

Actual Editor and Publisher: NHedra Haddad

+hrice weekly

8,000 subseribers

anti=Jewish

anti-French . - - -

Poisibly, *his is +hé publidation which féatufes false publiovm

dates in defrauding”+he Posgt Office Department >

You will no+ieé +hat distine+ion has Heen made as +o +he publication's
nom'nal and aetual publfshérs and edf+ors; while T may have confused whieh
one is which one, *his %z *he badkground: Onme of *hesis employed in +he” ;
Near and Middle Eas*qin Broadoas*ing™ Boeﬂon of +he Overseas Branch of +hé
Office of Var Tnforma®ion; consSquen*ly, he *wrned *he publishing and edite-
ing bawitnfiiz® over *o his Brothér, “bu* only ia name, he continues his née
farious aetivities anyway bhut* p'o*oe*a Eimself loplly
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5) MIRAD AL GHARB, Vashingtom St., New York,H.Y¥.

thriee weekly ’
12,000 subscribers s . %

I mm +0 mark down“+he publisher's name, b\v will do so uhoqnmly.
Publisher is Greek Or+thodox, " "
The publishex's sentiments are m‘i—Jowilh, +hough he has no* come out wi*h
+hem in his publies+ion,

6) ASSAMTR, Fulton 8¢,, u.r.

Publhhar ond Bdi*or mu Abu-lnd
10,000 subser bers

*hr!co weekly

Greek Or+hodox " s X8 Y e
Publicher s kumown *0 be an*i~Jew’sgh and of an oppor+tua’s+ie aharacter,

WASHTNGZON, D, C,

7) AI~BAYAN, Fiehigen Bt., VWashing*on,D,.C,

654000 subsexibers

ﬂn-ino weekly
lioslem =
muoha: and Editor-In-Chief: AMIN DAVOUB, e {e m +*he eoffee business,
: Zhe m-a is his sowree of income, le has exjressed
hiase. has an almost éxelusively Jewish clicutele, He

) ~ is bitterly anti-Jéwish and gnti-Zionist.
Contributing Editor-Columnist: Abd=Allah il=Baxri of Letroit,iieh.,
an¢i-Jewish
anti-French 1 Yy 5
The paper's croftd is also enti-British dut do not come ou* with it openly
booause of political fears,

DETROT:, MICHTGAN .
8) AL-TEAHAD, Detwoi+,Mieh,

Publ, & Ed,: Tussof Wakim

+hrice weekly offietially

appears ac*ually very ‘rregularly
probably 3,000 muor bers
linyonite
pro=Jew'sh .  _

9) AD-DALTL, De*roi+ mah.

+hrice weekly . | s

Unknown +0 owr informent were: publisher's name dnd denomination and *he
3 peper's approximate number of subsoribers.

10) AL-ADEL, Detro’t,Mieh.

thrice weekly 2
Publisher and editur: Kanhan (first name unimown +0 informant)
Haronite

aumber of subseriberd unimown +0 informant

paper lacks a definite politieal policy on N.E.

publisher regarded as highly opportunistic

= DOTO -
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4) PAN-ARAB CHAUVTNTSTS ACLTVE 4F LEADFRS

7) HASTB, Ardda, Vew Vork, Also employel ‘m 0,V,T,'s Overseas Branch,Near &
H*ddle-Easvern Rad‘o Desk, .Y,

Trmpontethntor +9 Wivet Al-Ghavh,
Owdek Nr+hodow,
entiaJor igh, -

8) HIL'A, New York, lLawyer wi+hou* clientsle,
lioslem, g
Vielently anti=Jewish,
Contributes anti=Jeuisk poet®y +0 losal arabde
PapeYs. £

9) ZEIDAN, Amin, With +he firm of Abu-Butrus, Oth Ave, merchants,¥,T.

Does Lome wori for U.W.I.

Salosmon by profession.

Vrites for Arabie lOcal press under psevdonym.
Comtribu*tes mostly *0 Al~iAchleh,

Is anti=fokareanl,

8) NEY LIBSNECE TNDEPENDENCE GROUP:; P .

Reaantly, Mokarzal, on +hree daye' no*ice, convoked a na*tional iecbanese
econferanesd in *he V.8, for *he purpode of susfaining lLebanese Indepéndence
and wi*h *he 2'm of voicianZ fears wi*h vespeet +0 Ared=loglem +hreats, liockarzal's
eonferenes was held wnder *he auspices of ; ;

- Iajaat AleJamia* Al=luhnantat | -

v
in Tew York, Fightein soc’'é*ies, v'*h a vange of 853,000 Iebanese were répresanted
*here, Iwenty Soeie*ies w'th a renge of approi lo.*.eiy 80,000 pecple simn* letters
of approval, Uthers Pema'ned Lnrefrescuted &' +her fof red@s.us of politiecal dis-
approval or bee=suse *hey eould »o* respond *+0 2 short-notice-{uvitation,

loksrgal's meid n antegonists ia *he leldnese camp are *he Wew Tork Avadie
publieation Al Acklaesk, and *+¢ a minor aextent *lie other llow York Aarbie gapers,
and *+he Haronite eleries, Corp-Bishop lansouwr ftephan, Hieks St,, Bruoklyn,d,.Y.
and *he Corp-Bishops George Zousin and Louis Zousin of Danbury,Conn,

8) leading Avabie—lenguage Cleries and *heir Zcndencies :

shis ip a " vexy inaozzp.:.eto‘}fﬂhérising daronites mainly. A eomplcte list
of Maronites and Helehi®*es in *his coun*ry, listed in *hs verious homan™
Catholic diccesan direc*eriss will be compossd shortly, Likewiss, a lis*
of *he”Greek 'r+hodox and Moslem "ecleries® will cventuste from further work (b

eon*ants,
1) Uaroni*es " . _
Corp-Bishop Is*ephan éd-Dweihi, Boston;linsse g

Conp-B‘ shop Franeis Mhakim, 57 Washifig*on £+., ¥Wew York,7.¥, (rich man) (St.Joss)
Cofp=-Bishop Memsour S*ephan, Hicks ©+,, Brooklyn,¥,¥. ("Our Lady of Iebsmon")
Father Joseph P4d, Fall Rivew, Mass, (vefy learned) ~
Co¥p=B* shop Frane’e Shemelie, 41 Cedar S+,, Buffalo,”,7. i
Father Nema*allah Shemnly, Oledn,7.Y, (followimg of 5;000 fyrifans, mod+ly

5 Haron ¥es,bu* alse "nelud’ng Heleh'*tss and Breek Or+hodex)
B fa*her irameie ILahowd, 2%, Tlewvesd Clmrck, Utiea,N,.Y,
i Corp-B' “hop CGeorge Zoue'n, S5+, An*hony's Chureh, Deabury, Conn,
Co¥p-Bishop Iou'!sz Zowsin, Danbury, Cona,
Fa*ther Al-lounlem, Vflkes-Darre,lia.
Father John Khoury, Vilkes-Barre,Pa,
Farher Jonn?h Awad, tanati,q,

!
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6) leeding Avebie—lenguage Clex'cs and “heir sendencies, eont'd,

Homan Ca+holie i
Wonsi gnor lbrahem Assemani, Michigen City, idich.
followiay of $,000 of all denominations

u) Probably Homen Catholie

. sonsiznor Ibrahim, somswhere in +he S+ate of Virginia
author of a book on nminoritiss

3) Melonites i 3

donsignor GoBa=m, 8+, Ueorge's (,hm'oh.. Vashington £+, Hew Jork, K.Y,
very influen*ial N -

Fa*har Avaktingi, pastox, Telehite Chureh, Brook]gn,m...

- - -

4) Hoslem :
‘Lﬁm Al-Barri (lay leader), Com*ributing Fdi*or of Washing*on,D¢C.
~. [Exrabie period! en]. Al-Bayan
residing ‘n De*rot+,ieh,
very antieJowtsh

5) Greek Or+hodex b - £
Arahbishop Bash’y, Drookiym,,Y, - Ardb chalvin’st, ecoparated wi+th Arad
Hational leagus

Awxelb® shop Dawouwd, Cleveland O,

tho abuve-mertioned +wo ere Sn aged ‘n a fewd, hased on pwre personal Jjealousy,.
Baghir Lad besn ordadmed by +the Greck Jrthodox Patriareh of Syris and iLebanon,
Pawoud was fought by Boshir and +he Syrian-icbandse Parriarehy consequently,
Dawoud had himsslf ovdained by +he U.S. Gresck Orthodox patriawch, This led %o *

his execmauniestion by *he Syrian-iLedansse ureek Jrthodox ratriarch. Subsequently
befoud made a collection afid +traonsmitted a laxrge fund +0 *tas Jyrian-Iiebanese
pa*trierch and was ro-instatsed im his chureb,
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Subsequeiit *0 +thetr firi* mestiig, held on Jo+dber 27+5 a* Washiington,
D.Co and repar‘-od by ue om Oo*ober“'“w'h, +he Arsob Hationalig*s held +heir
sccond eampa’gn mee*'ng and *he'r *aird ous on Twseday, Oebcber Jlst ia Hew
York, - - BT - - & " i

T expeen* a.report as *o 41‘- localt*y of *hese mwastings,

Doweve#, i+ ‘s known *that +he *Wo lHew Tork mcﬂngs were addressed by
Professor Hittd and Mr, Nalouf of Bostom, Ilusse

- Ofie of *he difficulties whieh +he new .vad drive is encountering is +he
hostility of loknPzel ond his Al-HOLA, Taus, Gie drive, whils being montioned,
is repurted very tersely aund vagusly. This cnables uokarzal %0 stats +hat he
is no* keeping +his +ype of news out of Lis paper, while at “Le shws time bande
ling +hoem in sueh a way as *+0 proolnde great propagendistie affect for +he pan=
Arabs, ‘

A trenslation of *he last Al-iioda item on *his drive is belny secured and
will be rep.r+sd em after receipte



Ky fowree: DR, HABTB AVAD. . -
He resides a* present at JAY V'llow 5+,, Brooklyn,H,Y,

He §& ah edweator by profession, at present engaged ia governuental war
work, After *he. way, he inteads *¢ returs *0 edusational or scieutific work,

He 48 & oitimed of *he U.0, since 1935 and 43 a native of Agelroun, hebanon,
He 48 of *he Haronite denomination, 5

lie” iz *le bolder of *+hres doetorates of philosophy, all swarded by Vatiocan
ins*itutions of higher learaing in home, Italye (Phel. in - hilosephy uni Selences
from "The University of *he ixupsganda®, Vatican, Lome, ‘taly; Moetor of Saored
Theology, d0.; Fhele in Psyohelogy, homen Academy, iwwe Ttaly.)

- - Ha studied &+ *he (lomsn Catioile) Vincentian School, Jerusslem, Palestine;
at“+*he (koman Catheliic) Iebsmon Missionewy College, sombiheore in leobanon; *he (Koman
Catholie) Wisdem College, Peiru+,”lehanofi; +He Univerzisy of *he 'rovaganda, Vaticen,
Rome, I+d8ly; +he Pon#ifisal Oriecntal Tnstitu*e, Eome, T+aly; *he forbonfis, Paris,
Framne; +hs University 8f SAlamanoa, Sdlamancsa, Spdin, Fordism UniVersi+yr (Roman
Catholie), Weu York, Catholic Tmiversity (Roman Catholie), Washingtoun,D.C.

~ He"held *eachiiig posi*‘oms as professor and departmental head a* *he following
ing+{tutions: i+, o+, lawy Vormal Cchool, Heommore,’,Y., S+tella Wiagara Normal and
fraining fehool, Puf ale, . T,, &%, Jola's Un versity, rooklyn,l.T,, Caiisius Coll=
ege, Buffale,’,7,, D*Touhiv' 11y Collége, Buffals,N,T,, Htegera Ualvorsity, Nisgara
Falls,W,YT.,, 2)1 Roman Ca+lolfe _ns*'*+u*‘omns, -

For a while, he worked tn *he Div’ ston of leg slat‘we Rafarence of *he Library
of Congress, Washing*on,D.C,, uader Dr, Griffith, -

%he son of his cous'n, m}ﬂk fwad, was one of the assistan®™Sof ers*while High
Commiasitney of Palestine Bir Fawold leliichasl. in all propability, Ffhe continues +0
hold +ha* positiou, - : :

ihe iwads ave s¥ated *0 be an 0ld wbancse fawnily, = -

- Awed ImOws well men and mat+ers Of *he Iragul, Iranian aad Egyptian diplomatio
establishmen+s in Woshing+on,l.C.

Lis a*2ikes ue as sinee»® and henest. I repsat +his, since I am well eware of
+he charactearistios of levan*ines vwhou I Xnow Snd with whom I have had a lo+ of
experédnes, in nsny ianstsnces far from pleasant, =

ivind says "1 do ne* Imow" when he dces no* know, He does no* pretend.

- - -

Con*rary *o meny of *he Ared agi*a*tore here, he made a modes* living of his owm,
being in no way dependen* on Avab assoefa¥ions or péli*ical ac*ivi+ties for a liveliw
hood, Consequentiy, he s and ean nford *0 he poli+ieally independem* and sovereigme

o - - e = == & A

He is sligh*ly ‘ndeb*ed *o m8 for some a-ademie eou*acts whish 7 ostablished for
hin in Vashing*on and New York Ci+y,

-

‘He is regarded as a govd writer, ascording *¢ nis own s*atement, and Jis con =
stantly being requested *o con*xibute *0 *he arabie puhlieations hore, notably Al~
BAYAR hawing unsuccessfully sought his contributicus,

One of *ho causes contributing +o his antagondam toward 4it+i is *he influemoe
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which [i++i bas developed whieh, in effeet, renders him a job-dispenser 13 many

casesend *he décisive factor in +erms of recomaending peupls for Job:, no*ably
wi*h govarmtal and agademie institurions,

“hus, ascordiug %o Awad, Hit+i's recommendation is like];r *0 prove *he de=
eisive fag*or in *he selection of *hs new iead of Islamie S*fdies *0 be appointed
by Meleish for +he Library of Cungress,

-

Thus, insists /iwad, the .rubio lagguage personnsl of U.V.I., was recruited,

I an wondering wha* *ha si*uatiofi a* 0.5:5, And ia *he military end naval
in*elligenase sarvices, F.B.le omd S*e*se Department isl A 840 £ .C.C.

~ While Hi*++i may no* sugges* Or rscoummend all Ardbie language personnel, Néar
Eag*erners of his following as well mim as his own s*uden’s ave being pushed a*®
+he expense Oof o*hers.
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the Arab Dipldmats in Washing+on,U,Ce -

%he Tragqui, Sauwdi irabisn and Egyptiefi legetiofis and embassies reﬁpsc*i?ah
in Yashing*on give *hes impression of poli*icslly s*ifled and unfree sktellites.

Political *alk on fasues of Avad foreigd relatiodis and na*ionalism is Foe
ligiolisly avoideds Tmitial refePences made *o 1* in *he sourse of conversatiSm
by Sutsiders awe gensFally couwntered by "zmed'a.*e plsds, "plenzze, 1? jou went
us *o avoid e lo* of *Fowble, do fo* 21 Gewad sush met ePs,” This attisude is
chayacteristie of a1l ‘hree outf+s, bu* notably of the Egﬂ“ans,. “

When *he SAwl! Aweb'an princes vere hers as glests of *he U a raeepﬂanv
wes given for them by *he “Faguis, ' my Facolliee*fon does no* t‘a‘ ue, Bo*h
Hits? omd lelouf, who weawe *here, made an*?=Zlon’s* referemees, while *he Princes
skippad *he ‘sswe ‘m *hefr xevlibs, 3

A* 51l of +*hese atpmu m's8’oms Hritishers abowsd wheusver soeisl Funo*fons
aye held, .

Ho*hing ic known as t¢ future diplomstie repressatations of ‘he S;-,fria.m and
Lebanese in “his eoun*ry, Whether +here will be separate or joint outfies, -

18 *he {yrian-Lebanese eolony, *there is mueh tali sbout the idea aund possibility
of Hi++1 beednin. Sprian and icbanese Or Jyrian or isbenese cuvey usre., Heferences *0
+he fae* +ha* he is an Auericanf ci*isem sre countered by a sirug, snd nobody knowa
Jjust wha* or whether “hers is any*hing +e *hase *ales, , gl

Major dadded, *he deaf and limping lHilitaxy attaclie of *he Iraguis, as stafed
previousily, it a riech fnd indepandent man, He is maintaining his officicl quarters™
as nilf*ary at+ache outside of *hé Trequi Iegations e+ of his *ime is being spemt
op, “with end by fomem, Hs~does no* Imow how +o write, #Ad i* idw is iwed's opinion
*ha* Hoddddds an*i=Zionis* ar+ieles must have been writécn or re-writ+en by one of
his journalis*egirl friendee




My Observa*ions on *he Faot+s Rela+ted on Pages I-x;i
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the breiliofn of the f gures om ‘he [rab populationr "n *he Un’¥ed"S*ates,
aocordifiy *o e*hnTe oFigin amd Pal g'sus affi1'd*ion es*abl!shes *hat* "me may
assumd *hat from *wo *hinds *0 *three *hivde of *his group ave ltkely +o oo=
operate With ZitnTsm Yor reacoms poiitieal fnd veligious, fede, 500,000 ieb-
anesc out of o +o¥sl Azabie-speaking population of 800,000; amd 200,000 saw
onites snd jelehites within *that group,

I assume +hat "Igbanese™ aye predominantly friendly *owapd a8, Byrians,
Palestiniang, Iraguis, Egptiens and others predominantly Lstile,

- “idkewiss, I assume, tLAt daronites ars fri Adly toward our aspirations in *aeir
totality, delohites alubst in +heir sativety, Lebanesc homan Catholics likewise,
while lioslsums, ureck Ur+hoddx sud Hear Bas‘exuers of other denominations aPe oum -
pletely anti-Ziouist and anti~Jowish in general, '

Un *he s*rength of ‘hesaa.oiroums*nnces, we should ensownter
favorable gondi+ions among *he 4rabio=spcaking populations of -

-

gg!! 22&. Mf&lo,ﬁ.!’., i gexa Falle,H.Y., mi@a'ﬂoto, W

 Cinoinnat 4,0, , Dog*on,Mass,, Fell River,iiags,, Lanbury, Conn,, Wilkes
Sarre,Pa,, Philadelphi 247804 Tastarn I’emnsylﬁnia, Califarnia,

whils we ame ifkely ¥o mm into *rofible and défficul*{es in *he following eom =

mmities, soms*imes *he sams as men*‘oned abovefas wderscored);

Kew York Sywoewse, N, Y, Adbagy,V,T,, De*vois Mok, Ch‘aaa*o,?ll.,

Pos¥on, Tass., Dembury, Comn., Fh!ladolyiie, P, WA roron o b
- - . - f F §re L
Rale® N C. ’ my_o!;{ﬂ* LA, O~ Wf - -

“Waslitngton, D,C,; of all +he plages, *s ayTesl ntrolled anti-Ziontst hotbod, :
De*roi*, Hoh,, w'*h 2ll which sersatm 180 hewe imply, has am Awad sommunt 4y
*hree +hirds of whieh mey be sonsidewed as be'ng eppossd *0 us a prigril.

The suvrstanding srabie danguoge dally of +he Westarn hemiasphere is aunti-pan-Arab
And anti-doslem, Femam AL-HULA 0f How Tork, Of Hew York's adx Arable rublicationas,
three are pro-Jewish, one potentislly hostils, *wo hostile, o '

“2he navibnal cepitslts only irabie perivdiesl is doslen, pameAradb and bit+erly
anti-Zioniast, - ="

Le*xoi* sgenms +o représent a 50:560 propesition as for os its three Arablie papers
are eoncernsd, v k

Zhe Vasaington arab peper's owner seoms vulnsreble if *he allegedly Jewish cliemte—
le on which he makes his living is really a fags, X “ ok

Ayoub Eisk of hizk Bru+hers, ¥ashing*on, hos* and angel of +he‘agi+a‘~oms, seems wul
nerable for *he asme TeAR0NSy . > & -

Wi*h reference *+o some of +he people of Arad Matidnal Leagua, auti-Soamitio newge
pppéx pibliahing backgrowad who ame now in goVernmen* omployment: a governnentQl {ne
vestigation on *he eomnestions emd recommenda*ions whieh landed *hese Jjobs for *hem
way “Fosul* ‘n *he exposwrs of psople wow reguxied as vwely seholsrly and simon-pure
(Hi*24 and Fapts), e - 2 ‘

Othor pétn*s of vuliiefah ' 318y aps *he petty frauds of "nowinal® pEblt shifg
by one of +he ivadh ag *a*ors, now wish 0,7, Toy, amd *he faked publicatton da*es, which
mey lead +o fimes ow postal suspeasion ° ¢ 2Xposad, ' .

he Sackling of *he Lebanese is dtf iouls beeanse of lokewrzal's rivall {in +he~
publishing, eivie and roligidus field, Lokawzal's prominence ia awy given of fort
may lead *0 opposition for i+ om sake by other groups within thas Qumani +y,

=0T s
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T+ 45 appavent +he* *Hé dorpamey of *he Arab fatfonal leagus, now being
re¥'ved Tm essence by IU"+*f and lalouf, s due *o feawm of heing labelled
antiebr’ +&ch, i -

I¥ 42 obTions *hat *he efitive offodt revolves around a baker's dosen of
smoo*h fanaties, Tn +the past as ngw, +they have boen able *¢ appesy as "irad ,
gpokesmen® beeduse nobody else organised for +he puwrpose and *hey remained
 ufichallenged, *he rest of *he community remaining unreprewnted by virtue of
its own defaulte i ;

I¢ also seems *hat Hit¢i's ianfluenge as,;mrican fonasreb of emitology
snd his control of jobs and petemtisl jubs has never been chulleaged systematically
by Jewish snd Chris+iail schelars of *he coun*yy in *he same field, Is his seddemio
standing real and merited or ome of propagandistie origin? ;

Zhe new Arsb drive is sA.ll in fts_ini*ial_phasce, > -

BOes Pringeton and"do o*hdrs kndw +ha* Hi++i, by appeerind a* *heee neetings,
now *akes Over where *he iuft had +0 leawe off when be fled *0 Perlia? k-

“The Avebic legitions in Washing*ofi Should prove a fertile ground for a lo* of
. national eolummiats and radio eomema*ors!
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Frag*tieal ‘ugoeetions for *he levelopment of irab activities by U.8, Zionism:

De dAobib swad is ready and wiliing *0 work with us i0r *he purpose oi
eatablishing an Areb pro=Zionist grdup inTthe U.8, whAiech ii"eifect waild
spli* *he irsbs hera fnd ofisllofipe *he awthority of *he Hi**1 cligwe whieh

has veigned by defaul* of *he o*hers, &L P

“Ehe .nharon*tes, for Feasons of religlous and nationalis* an*mgcnism +oward
o*hers would furnish the foundation for sush aun eondeavor in +his eoustry,

T suppose T need no* Falterate *he *vadftional frifandahip &F *hise people for
ours which mentfos*ed +s351f gwen n ‘nstanros of very Pocen* his*ory, “he 3 =
eoeptidn of refugess on refijes—1indws vhosd passangerfs wewe deii'ed en*w§ into
Palés* ne by *he Dy’ Yoh bU* wvere *alen ‘w0 lebanon upon ‘usistence of *he larw
onite Bishop +here, ete, (*he 1860.'nofden* a* LDamasous,8c,) >

A deeision slwuld be made as *0 *he int+isl steps *0 be *aken and & modeat
program should be though* abou*, .

Ir, iwad s veady *o call a meoting 0f several keywsu ia New Iark. Citje o 18
also ready *0 write a lovter *0 +he entire Haronits clergy in *Rds countyy,

These ave myy sug. esbtions: - b -

4 let+er on *he Gomen politiesl ianteres® 0f *hue .ebanfe and Jewish Palestine;
fnoludiiis demumcia*ions of *he Hit+i-linlouf cligue znd roferencesz *0 *hd Fasaois®
affilia+tions of *he la*e aArab Hational Leagwe of *he U.8, sivuld be sen*t .ut, It
ghdtld be sigaed either by Jiwdad slons, ar by him and a gPoup 0f likzeminded, "In *his
let*er “he Arsbs 0f *his country should be warned agaiust peruirting +hs Hit*iites
+0 appear as wachallefiged spoleimen 0F *he Jlerican Avabs aid ‘*he loyslty 0f these
people should bs ques*ioned” in *he 1igh* of *he pas* &otivities of +hs arab Ha*ional
league, ; oall ior co-operstion wi*h *he lodsl Zionie* or Liferican Jewlsh Confevente
groups should be memmE coutaiaed il +his let+rew, Finmally, i* should »E urged upon +he -
local Arabs *o align *hemsclvas w*h Zionig*—Jdewish, Chr¥s*ien Zionist and o*her °
bodies ‘n favor of a Jewiak Pales*ine for *he saks of s *hus safeguirded {Adspendent
Lebanon, The loeal A¥abs should be wkged %0 eommuniecate in co=operation™wi+h +he
loeel Z8on?sta with +hetr Hepreisata*tivas and Seaators Tu challsnge of *he spokdsge
manship and anthopi*y of *he Hi++didses and ¢n favor of *he Jewish I*ato movoment,

iwad and sofe of *hofe vhom he may 17me wup shéuld be ealled uwpon *o write Arabio="
languagé fec*wrds on *he” snb;;ca‘ for *he domestie Aradie préss, and alSeo for expoxt
ciretilation (af dr =ll, *he Bri*'sh censorship does no' eon*20l *he en*irs world amd

& lo* will slip +hrough hewre and *here!), - -
A modes* Arabie langusge perxiodieal, deveted exclusi vo].v +Q lrab-Jewish cooparation
should be envisaged, or at 1l est a newslettex. -

Awad Or sOmsboly else, whoover mey be available, willing and ready, should be sent
sround *0 cddress lebanese ard octher meetings, Such a trip by him or such +»ips by
him and/oo: o*he®d c,uld be eombined wi+h his and/or *neir sppesremces bofore local
Emergeney Comnittee and/or Zionist groups.

Some articles on *he speecial relationship of +he .ebansse oand +heir faboring of
Zionism should be published in ouwr orgens, Or a pampule* should be writ+en on +iuds
angle, iwad and/or others should be galléd upon *o propare swok e write=up, -

Lebaness nr+ielss wi*h bhlun* or soft-pedalled advossey 0i a Jowish S*tate~ahould be
written And placed +hrough our Feople ™in *he gefieral press and in publiicantions, mul

and/or o*hers may be svailable *+o write suoh ar+icles, i

Vo should orgenizé locel /rabie radfo programs wi*h pro=-Zionfis* Arabs in various
+owns in +his.ocoun*ry, - ~ I

Ve shinld es*abl’'sh Tebanese Arab pro-"iomnist mi**oo ad fos+
Zion's* and soefel gatherings w'+h *hem, Also, pn, 301 religiouns
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Prac+ieal Summestiomns, comt'd,: - . A - - :
1# we really surceed 'n Pursu'ng *h's endeavor we mey eventually *hink of
hirabie Longuage yro-ifoniet overseas broadeasts *o *he Taex Fast vis N3¢ e» CB3,

Zhe establ!chmen* of Some jo'#i* Iebamdse-Zion'st Jomméraial eorporations fof
business and developmen®t sctivi*t’es im *he lNear Fast but eortrolled and registered
from, in ond by U,8. oitigens should also be envisaged in *his connection,

Our domen*ie and the even*url overseas bhroadensts should streas sfrsb-Jewish
neigbborliness and cogperation in +the U,8, wihere *hey live as fellgw=citizens,
fricnds end nifghbors ahd should suyj est that nothing prevents +he ea’abliahnnnt
of such condivions in the iear Eest except +he iuteresst of +udrds profiting by
Arab=Joiish s¥rifee SThis angle will piove hermless f0r dolestic brdadeasts, if
baniled cauticusly sand akillfully, and will involve a eextain poliey fight in the
instance of ovorsead’ broadeastse vhere *lhe cautien wiu have *0 be even nore

rigide " ¥ ’ -
Th3 Deparinmen* of Jus+ice shotld be sppraised of *he” doing= of *he u:ab na* ion=
a lists o7 a rocord which seoms *0 cladsify *hom a3 partisafis 5f *ho enemy, of anfes
goiiim *0 our Allies, Frefich and Bri+ish afid of *he infil*ratdon of such alements
info governmen* dapar*ments, Sufh fmmtm se*ion will be warrented only if *ho fasts
es*tabliahed by us are gufficien* *o ex-prass sush. -uopie!ons and nfsgivinga,

Sons~effor+s siould be made *0 ascertain *he werits of Hi**i's aud Faris rogal
Feputation in *hs aede@iz and public fislds, If i+ shwuld develdpy *hat kbcomtuwi
*heir steading is dus *o axtifieial, poli*lsal seli-prowo®idn, *ais should be made
Enown, An“effort should be'madd +e advicd seademie and Semi*ological dircles of
“*he 3inister chiuvinis+ aetivi*fcs of Hi**i and Farid emd *0 explaian *he hayrmful
poli*icsl offscts of employing his henshnmen end poli*ioal gt00gese - - -

An effor+ chould be made *o *nwestiants *he poli*feal anti-Zionis* activitiss
of +he Amorican Univews'+y of Be'vu*, Quake# (Remallah) and American Un'versity
a* Cairo erowds who aps bah'ed wuch of *roubles and of mdwe influyonse fa
govermmsn*al agene’as,

ke b e t— - e i i el D e



FRANZ JOSEF KATZ | 61 East 95th Strect
November 8, 1944,

mmumunuwmmmmmun
mmwmmmxnmummms.

The pre committee which has been formed
for the purpose s of "

Abdul-Basit al-fhatib, allegedly an "engineer®,
Faris Al ouf of Boston, and
Simon s referred to as "repre

American league there loncs)"

" I am not informed as to the prospective localeof
this conference, It is possible that notices smnouncing these ef -
forts have been appearing in our domestic Arab papers,

I% seems that the decisions mede and the drive now
initiated are the outcome of the recent Few York mesting conducted
by Hittd and Malouf, This, however, is a mere swmise on my part,

It is my opinion that things in the Ared camp are
mwmmwunmu-mmwew.

I think that some efforts of counter-pulblicity or
preventive publicity should be made,

P
ey Pt oG
CC: Rabbi Abbe Hille) Silver. J. Katg
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2 ?AH-AR&Q mm CUERIIETY ACAIVE A9 LEADEBS ' -

1) chn:, Philip X,, Head, Department of Semitic Languagn,l’rimafon,rd..

|

thoge fiore ifitimately Aequainted with Hit+i know +hat

tn spi+e of *he high s*anding which he enjoys in U, 80"
scademic efryoled ns +he Seholar Par Exeellence in Mattors
Arabie and Semi+ie he Xmows a,llagidly ne ‘+hey Hebrew, nox
fyriae, Twrkich apd Tran‘an, .

Ha 33 a lehansse by matiomality, -
He chanjped his dénom'na* on several *“ms. 0% ginally, he
was a laroni¥e, +hen bécame Greek Orthodox, +0 become &

non-denominational Protestant and is believed %0 be wnal]y
an athoist,

hecently exohanmd svereal Oppn let+ers on Zion!.an wi+h
Einstein in colums of Princeton local DapeTs

2) FARIS, Habib, Instructor in irebie, Prineston University,Frinceson,N.J.

Heed, Hoar smd iiddle Bastern Radio Desk, Overseas B:annh,
Offise of War.Information, New Yorl,H.¥,

One of +the latter's Jewish stooges is Judsh liagnes' som
“Bon" (Pameditdt —Baruch~) Magnes, violinist Wy profession
and e phlegmatic shlemihl extraordinary, -1so an efiployee
of OWI's Overseas Branch,W,Y. Radio Froduction Depts

1) & £): The War“Depértmen®, wheil making recordings in +He Avabie language ibr
« +he {nstrue¥ion or nili¥ary persommsl +0 be sen®¥ +0 Arahid speaking
areas ¥ejecred bo*th Hi++3d and Faria because of +heix fanlty and in =
 adequate rrocncunciation of Ara.bﬁo, a.oerding +0 Awad, -

o) HAIOUF, Faris, lawyew §3 ngghni-coﬁg;ﬁsﬁ oper of ﬁu-o ‘s (90-Day-Tenure)

4) RIZK, Ayoub, of RTZK BROﬂiEBS Connsctiou*.Av a,,N.W, near 1540 8%, ,7ashington

His palatial hiuse, maifitained Cremchts by his incoms from
ono of Vashing*on's Mos* expensive dress shops, serves as
+he seene of Aréb anti-Jewish propaganda parior meetings.
Rizk &s en wnintellectual type, ascording +0 Awad, who is

out for glomy and recognition and is being used +0 +hs™ very
1init by Hittd _gyﬂ ;}ﬁ:ont for +heir own ends, Rizk stated

at several s 8ls0 expressing some apprehsnsion be-
eause Of it, that his income is derived fvom & predominantly
Jewish oliemeh. (Is be related *o Salom Bisk?

5) Al-HAWA, K & 1otk 8t8, NV, Washing*en,ll‘.cg ‘

6) EATIBAMZ Habibe

lioslam; duilding com-xaofor. ‘ ‘ ‘ -
How onplo;rod by ORI'a Uversens Branoh, B. & Middle East B.Qdio
nﬁsk’H'YO i - -~ -

Formex»ly Exsoutive '*eore*ary of Areb National, league,N.Y.
Elweys posed as "Christisn Socialis+®, Hon:.gade GPeek Of-
+hodox, now belisvéd +0 be non-denoninational Protestant,
Hever made a desen® living, OWI providing hinm wi*h first”
really patd job. Always lived on Arad- Ha'!'ioml‘ll‘" a.o*ivity. :
v olon*]y an*i-Jaw’ sh, : .




FRANZ J. KATZ 61 Bast 95th Street
\l | Bew York, 28, B.X,
Hovember 12,1944,

Hr, laanusl Neumamn

c/e Commission:om Palestine Surveys
521 Fifth Avenue

devw York, &, ¥,

Dear Mr, Heumasant

Be,t Argd Information Buregu im the V.8,

it 1s interesting %e leara that, im an interview with the Baghdad,
iraq, mewspaper Al Nida, which was droadeas® by nc Egyptisan domestic radie,
the Iraq premier stated that

%information buresus ave to be established im the United States smd
Britain the aim of whieh will be te revesl the truth comcerning the
prodlem of Palestime %o both Ameriea and Britain”, -

and that ‘
"these buresus will be finameed by the Arab countries®,
and that
"Braq will allocste im her coming budget a certain sum to de givem
to the fund of the Arad nations aad te be speat im suppert of the
burean scheme in Britain aand Ameriea”.
Agcording to the Egyptian home droadcast of NHovember 10, made public
W the Foreign Broddcast Intelligemce Service of the Federal Comuunications
Commission, Washington,D,C,, the Iraq Premier stated in the same interview that

"the budgets as well as the diplomatic services of all Arad nntrhu
vill be at the service of the prodlem of Palestine",

céncluding that

four belief inm the justice of the cause of Falestine gives us confidmmee
in its suecess®,

Other points, mentioned im that intervievw were "the establishment of a
:ttng and @tplomatic front for the protectien of the Arads im Falestime" amd
the strengthening of Rhe planned Fund of the Arad Hations® im erder to prevent
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the transfer of land frem Arads to Zionist imnigrants "wie are out te purchase
land which the Arads are 'compelled’ to sell. Ia this case the Fund of the
Arad nations will buy the lsmd im the name of the nation.”

This broadcast raises the following peints!

1) The plans of the British-controlied Near Sasternm regimes for the establishment
of "Arad Information Bureaus” in the U.S, smd Great Britain STRANGELY COINCINES
with the plans md intentions of the revived Arad Natiomal “esgue of America,
1s the Arad Natiomal League crowd, led by Hitti, a group ACTING ON BEHALF AND ON
INSTRUCTIONS OF FOREIGN PRINCIPALS AND GOVERNMENTS?T

Shouldn't this issue be raised with the Departments of Justice and State?

2) The Hgyptian broadeast of the Iraq premier's statememt, I think, makes a case
for ust

The so-cslled "Apab Information Buresu" to be set-up here will NOT MERELY
DISSEMINATE INFORMATION ON THE OUUNTRIES THE GOVERNMENTS OF WHICH WILL OSTENSIBLY
S3% UP THIS BUREAU, BUT VILL DISH OUT PROPAGANDA ON PALESTINE, A COUNERY OVR
WHICH THESE GOVERNMENTS EXERCISE NO JURISDICTION]

Should we mot raise this 1ssus with the State Departmemt and theDppartment of
Jastice 4 PRIORIY A clear defimition of the Information Buresu-to-be's charter
prebably could elimimate Palestine from the pf of activity, as was
dome whem thé) Smdi primces were made to shiét up om the issue during their
." here,

If this aim would be accamplished, either am Arad Information Bmeesm of naturalised
Arabs or the British themselves would have te tackle the issue,

A domestic Arad Information Burean, rum by msmralized citizems, could easily be
exposed by virtue of their past political asseciation, while mmythiang emanating
from the British would bde discredited by that circumstamece im itself,

At any rate, as this report shows, things are happening fast and camnot de
diemissed, dut have to de counterwscted,

anz J, Kate
C0: Rabbi Abba Hilled Iilvc.J
Cleveland,0,
Nr, l‘q L, M‘ﬂ.
New Tork,i,T,



SRANZ JOSER KATE . A 61 Tas® 95*h Street
P T3 . Hew York u.' . Yo
- December 17, 1944,

lr, Fmanuel Teumann

Commispion on Peles*ine %rvws
521 F42*h Avenue
New Tork 17,5.Y, .

Dear lir, Newmamn: ~ <,
Ee,: The Arab Con®eremce o Nov, £5,1944 in New Tork

~he Ne# York Arab semi-weekly Al Islah of December 8 fea%ured a
leng*hy repor* on *he Arab eonfercuce of Hovember 25Tk,

“he repor® congtitutes a complste reproduo*iun of *the o#’ioial

‘repor* dent in by *the conference's "Seeretary ueneral”, Ismail haghib LHALIDI.

Zhe lat*er iHas beon men*ioned by me before, He is an E@p’um student, at*end-
ing Columbia University. Formerly, he was employed by *he Usl.I1.'s Uverseas
Branch in Wew Yorlk, Aecordiang *o my friend Louis lobex, b!sfro-wldwyn-myer's ’
former Caire represcntative, Khalidi is a olose relative (nephew =?-) of *he
Burti and also rela*ed *o *he Jerusalem politieian K.halidi who wad deported by
+the Bri*ish. The new orgenisetion's name secms *0 be "Al lutamar Al Arabi®, *he
Areb Con“erence, Khalidi aigning himsel® as Secretary Gemersl ¢ *he "Cmi*’ee
o* *he Arsb Coh“eremce," - e p

Z Gpee*ingd were extended *o *hs con“erence by m ALT mmx-m-nm, no*
idcm"'i f{ed any-ar*her, -

Poli*ical key no*e spdeches were dolivered by ISMAIL R, KHALIDI, DR/
PHILIP ¥, HITAI (on the necessity for co-opera‘lion among *he Avabs ami *o ' nake
Ameyicens undgrs*and *he Avab men¥al'ty and ‘he nedds of *he Avad lands and *he
dissemination of *ru'hal ‘nforme*ion *o gouwn*erac* *he falschoods which are being
dishod ou* *o all ecunt»’es), FARIS AI~VALOTUF (who callsd fer oo—opm*ieu bohmon
*he Awerican and Awab cownts! es),

Halou® wag elseted President and Khalidd Seere*ary General respeotinly :
of *he conferemce. A latter of mma’um"' from Ahwed Hadjaw of Grand Haven Hieh..
was read by Hadjib Samva, delegate at the oo 'u-ame of the Avab American Canmittec
for Demowrsoy (sici). p 3

It was deecided to form an "Agemoy for Ameriean jAraeb Affairs”, on whieh
*he Arab organizations of the United STa%es sons prominent in
the politiéal and eultural fields will be represanted, 4 special eommittee for the

vlmplom"a*ton of this decision wa.a elected and will oom;pz-iee at least seven pqr--

Onde

I* was decided *o organize a drive for $100,000; *the office will be aa*
ablished after *he collsetion of {25,000 has been oomploted. Special dis*riot com-
mittees and *he Avabic la preas will bé enlis*ted “or *he purposes Wh]y
dusa of G20 were s*ipula*ed, 10 *o constitute *he minimim amouwa*. .

Listed as belonging *o *he oomi*'*ee's Commi*t*ee On S*a*uteés is PPTIR
GEORGP, ~he lat*er was ome o *he leaders of *he now defunot A¥ab National league,
He is a fyrian and lawyar by profession - however, * scems wi*hou* a prac*ice worthy
o® *he name, According “o my Lebamede “riend, George now earns a l'velilood by col =
leo*uc funds for an Awvab Hoap!*al *o-be on‘abl'ehod in Pales*ine - after *he war!

Among *he orgeniza*ions l1's®ed 'n Al Tslah as m sen® rmom"aﬂw-
or le*ters of amml are *he foliowing: :
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can Commit*es” m- Demooraoy, Flint, Mich, (Fajid Samre);
¥Fraternal Orgeniza*ion, Dan'bm.'y, Conn, ?h. Hnugg iastapha Ghuh,Abbu ‘
smrullah);
Syrian Amerfean Club, Vashing*on,D.C. (Jemil Ssaigh, Mohammed Tussef Abul Howa,
Shukeed F1 EKhouri, TuSse® Ba'ada);

American Confervence “or Jus*‘ee *o *he Pales*ine Arabs, Boston,lass,

(Seman (Stmon?) Rahbani (Rfhhehni-?-), Zatr Bl Valouf, Ghosani lMsheudh,

Dr, fltas Sawabini, Band Farts, Alkhas Shabll A‘l—?%lov!).
Ared Orgenisa®*ioms o De‘wo’*,i'eh, (Hamd Wasr);
Arad Organiza*ion of Newport Newd,Va. (Shabada linhmud, Tssa A11);
Aveb Cenadian lva‘ernal 1:&*1 Ton*real, Que,  Cannda (Vohammed Setd

‘ Epsed, Elias Haram, El* as Et=Tabba, Geergo ﬁagh*'b) H

Abdullsh Ghanum, District of “olddo,Ohio; . \
Abdul Hafiz liphammed Tussuf -.l'ou:!h Organization Bn*\mi,a, Chieago, 111 ;

Aredb Ameréoan Organization for Demoorsoy, S*. Faul, liinn, (Haasa.n Abul Abbas);

Sheik Hussein 41 Kharub

“an Mansowr, Flin®, lich, > ' > :

= e A repert rendered on the results of the first oo.LJ.ootion effort made stated

that §8,000 had deen obtai.md, probably in eash., Ho reference was made *0 pledgess
The conforence was avtended by FOREIGH DELEGATES O¢ ~HE INaIRNA+IOHAL

BUSINESS. CONFIRERCE held at Kyey!lsYul 2 R i 3

Huri Fattsh Pasha, Irag;
Bliss “rabuisi (-the *ripoli*anian-), Iebeonon;
~Jean Sahnawi = Bﬂia’

*he ROGYPTIAN DELEGASE A4 As +HF INATEEALIONAL AVIAAION CO“TIFBMC"" ”“I

CHICAGO,ILL, also attended end gpoke, boing 3 & ;

" MAHMUD BER.ABUL FATH, Do A - .
pember of “he Egyp*ian Sona*., oe=cha'rman 0~ *he (anti-Zionis*, Vafdist) daily
AL MIZRI; .- 4

a letter o greetings and sympathy hav mg boen reco’ved from '
HURI m—nm EAHHALLA, Syrian Daslegate at *he Aviation Counfercmce and
Undey-Laorotaxy (o" somchhing or o*hor) in *he
Syrian Government:

"%Axab cause in Pales%ine is a jus® and noble cause; and
history will confirm 4t and the Areb world is behind i*,"

Subsequently, the confereace decided *u dispateh *eclegrams on Palestine
9 *he Presiden®, *he Seerstaxy of State, members of Yo*h Houses of Con,greas. +he
oh’erees were m'ged to follow these messages up by personal ones and masages from
*heir communiticse

' Loodrding *o [halidi's repert, *he eonfersice s* ory was featured by *ha”ﬂﬁ
To#k 4imes, *he New York ?exld felam.'an and the Keuter's news agenoy whose rpporter
a“m@d. .

Vexy truly -yéurs
€C: Rabbi Abba Hillel Bilver . )
Cleveland,0.; rrang Jo Katze

i, u&m’ Lp Shﬂpim,





