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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF AMERICAN ElllERGENCY COi.J,iITTEE 
FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

l1iarch 4, 1942 

A meeting of the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs v,as 
held on i7ednesday evening, ?v;arch 4, at 8:30 P.l.10, at 41 East 42 Street: 

PRESENT: Judge Levinthal (presiding) l,lessrs~ :Boukit,,ej.I_l, . Bublick~ C:mso, Gold, 
Goldstein, Greenberg, Grossman, Gurfein, ~/'Kowalsky, Rosenblatt, 
Segal, Silver, iiertheim~ Mesdames: Be::i.jamin, ii:pstein; Leibel; Pool, 
Shulman. 

Mr. Mereminski, }1ir. Naidi tch 

Dr. Goldmann, liiro Lourie, lvir. Neumann 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

l'!lirs. Pool presented the follov,ing recommendations on behalf of the 
Nominating Committee: 

1. Dr o Stephen So ~iise as chairman of the Emergency Co!Dllli ttee; l'!lir., 
Robert Szold, treasurer and chai=:nan of the Budget Committeeo 
This recommendation was unanimou~ly accepcedc 

2~ Members of the Office Committee~ Dr~ i,7ise and Hrc Szold ex officio; 
ZOA: Judge Levinthal and Dro Goldstein ; Hadassah~ Mrs. Halprin 

l,iR. GROSSMAN:. 

and ?,irso Pool; Poale Zion~ Mru ·.7ertheim; Mizrachi : Mro Gellman 
with lfiro Bublick as alternate uith right to attend meetings but 
to vote only in absence of Mro Gellman 9 Members at large~ Mrso 
Jacobs? Mr,, Ltpsky, Mre Hayim GJ~ee:::1bergo b addition the by-laws 
are to be amended to provide fo:!.' tno ao.ditio!!al out of tovm members 
at large~ Raboi Silver and Rabbi Solo:non Goldman. Rabbi Gold pro­
tested1 on behalf of Mizrachi, that there was no representative of 
?1iizrachi among the members at largeo The motion to accept the 
second part of the recommendation of the nominating corrmittee was 
carriedo Mro Bublick. Rabbi Gold and Rabbi Kowalsky voted against it , 

It was agreed to authorize the Office Committee to deal with the question 
of Mr. Grossman's membership of the Committee in the light of his position on the 
Committee for a Jewish Arhly, with power to acto 

POLITICAL ACTION: 

]ro Goldmann reported on the following• more than 700 refugees of the 
~S 11Darien 11 have been interned in a prison camp in Athlit for more than a year, 
Despite repeated requests by the Agency to the Palestine Administ~ation and to Lon­
don to have them released they are still interned, The Yishuv feels very strongly 
about the detention and a serious position had been createdo T..1e war-effort had 
need of these internees many of whom Hould_be able .to .s.erve in the army or do their 
share as skilled workers in industcy. 
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A delegation composed of Judge Levinthal, Dro Goldstein and Mr~ Neumann 
had called on Lord Halifax on behaJ_f of the ra:::-ien internees, He seemed to be 
impressed with the facts in the case a::id sa:i.cl i:;nat he woulE.l_ send a report to his 
Government. This was on Tuesday~ On -/ednesd.ay we were informed of the drom1ing 
of 750 Rumanian refugees on board the s. So Struma in 1,~a Black Sea. The passengerR 
on the boat were refused entry by the Turks unless the ,-Fa.lestin':l Administration had 
agreed to give immigration permits to t:-i.ese passengarsc :Despite repeated warnings 
by the Jewish Agency that refusal would meon either death by droTTning or starvation 
or surrender to the Nazis the Palestine Governm~nt rejected the appealso 

Mr. Neumann had seen the Turkish Au'bassac1or who knew· nothing about 
the case. He said that he would w:tr"3 for fur'!;her i:tf or·m2..tiono A letter subsequent-• 
ly received from him indicates that the Turkish port author·i ties would not permit 
the Struma to enter, since no result was obtained from "repeated actions with the 
diplomatic representatives of the countries wh:i:ch were deemed as most receptive 
to the idea of giving them admittance to their territorieso 11 

The reaction of the press in this country to the sinking of the Struma 
had been very weako It was clear that this shocking tragedy, responsibility . for 
which must be placed at the door of the Palestine Admjnhtration 9 could not be 
allowed to pass without an effective reaction in th',.s cou:1try., It had been finally 
decided at yesterday's meeting of the Office Committeei 

a. To hold a memorial service in New York and to instruct the rest of 
the country to hold ei thf.r memorial or· prot8st maet:1-:ug~ :in accorda.'lce with the needs 
and wishes of the respective coEn~mities,, 

b,. To bring the matter to the attention of the President through infor­
mal channels. 

c. To have a delegat~on present a formal memora~duJ to the State Depart-• 
ment. Steps have already been taken to arrange an appoiniirn8::1t for a delagation to 
include the Blnai Blrit,h9 and other orga:nizationse 

d., Appropr:1.ate e,3.'t>les are to ·be sent to the P:::im8 !liinister and the 
President of the United Statesn 

CABLE TO THE PRHiE MINISTER 

Mr, ll'iereminski expressed the opJ.m.on that the cable to Mr. Churchill as 
drafted was not strong enough. riir~ Segal also suggested that the cable make more 
specific demands. 

Ur .. Grossman said he believed that the cab:.e shoul~ explicit ·ly cover 
the following points: 

as The removal of the High Commissioner of Palestine 
bm A change in Administration 
Ce Stay of execution of the 'l'ihite Paper 
a0 The immediate granting of a corrside~able number of certificates 

It was agreed that the cable be redrafted in the light of the discussions 
(see also below discussion on 1~eetings 11 ) which had taken place. The text of the 
cable is not to be released to the press before a lapse of an interval of one weekc 

MEETINGS: 

Mrs~ Pool moved that the recommendation of the Office Committee in con-
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nection with the Struma incident to hold a religious service in Neu York and to 
instruct the rest of the country to hold such services. (She did not support the 
proposal for protest meetings outside New York even if the local co~!Illunity so 
desired)o 

There followed a lengthy discussion on the ·c;r!?t: of gatl erings which 
would most effectively make known the indignation of the Jewish comn.1..1.n~ty at the 
Struma incidentn 

Mrs. Pool explained the reasons for the recommendation of the Office 
Committee. It had been felt that mass meetings could be overdoneo This was an 
occasion of real mourning and memorial meetings cculd be very effectively publiciz2d 
and would be in line with Jewish traditiono 

Mro Segal said he believed that a basic prin~iple was at stake~ namely, 
should we fight for ou.r rightso He believed that we have a moral obligationto the 
Yishuv to take specifically political action on the Stru.ma incident. In his opinjo~ 
a religious service wa~ not an appropriate form of expression for a political body 
such as the Emergency Committee, and he urged that the Struma incident be used for 
political action of the most decisive kind, 

Mr. Gurfein pointed out that tragic instances in history such as the 
Boston massacre, the Kishiniev riots~ etco have always been used as a spring,-boarQ 
for political actiono This need not detract from the tragic feeling of mour~ing 
felt by Jews throughout the worldo The question is how far should we go. If we 
felt we had an opportunity for obtaining the abrogation of the White Paper at this 
time it might be appropriate to demand it, but we must decide whether we want to 
protest for the record or to accomplish something. He agreed with rr. Goldmann who 
had pointed out that this was not the time to ask for the abrogation of the ilhite 
Paper. But, Mr. Gurfein said~ the Struma incident may be cited as the c~lmination 
of a long history of maladministration on the fart of Sir Harold MacMichael. We 
can appeal to the moral sense of the British people who will understand the Americ~ 
reaction as being the same type of spontaneous criticism which arose in America 
after the Pearl Harbor incident. We will make it clear to the British :people that 
we are solidly behind their war effort but that incidents such as the tragedy of 
the Struma and the entire policy of the Palestine Administration are a hindrance to 
the war effort. He suggested that we arrange public meetings and make the followine 
demands: 

1. The removal of Sir Harold MacMichael 
2. The lifting of the ban or. immigration and the immediate granGing 

of certificateso 

Mr. Gurfein said that such political accion. did not preclude the holding 
of memorial meetings which would be wholly appr.op~iate and dignified under circum­
stances such as theseo 

Rabbi Silver agreed with Mr. Gurfein 1 s suggestion but suggested that the 
blame be laid not only at the door of the High Commissioner but on the Colonial Offi~c 
as well., 

Concerning the type of meeting to be held Rabbi Silver said that he was i , 
favor of a religious meeting because the American people was a religious church­
going feople and would be responsive to a meeting held against the background of 
religious tradition. He believed this waspsychologically soundo However, if it we=~ 
not effective he had no objection to a .mass meeting of a political charactero 

Mrso l'ool?s motion that the Office Commi·~tee•s recon::mendation be accepted 
was defeated by a vote of five to seven. 
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to five: 
The following motion made by ~iro Segal was carried by _a vote of seven 

Action in the city of New Yo~k should be begun by a protest meeting~ 
In addition, a memorial meeting should be organized o Similar instructions are to 
be given to Zionist districts throughout the couni;ryo 

Mr , Neumann was authorized t~ proceed wHl1. the arra,.1.gements in accordance 
with this decisiono 

REPORTS ; 

(a) Interviews 
]ro Goldmann reported on the interview of Mr. Neumann and himself 

with Sumner Welles~ Mr ,. Neumann also reported on his interview with Colonel C,'unning­
ham of the ~ilitary Intelligence Service and with lviro Bull i tt., 

(b) ~ublic Relations Department 
l1iru Neumann reported the recent activities of the Public Relations 

Department and referred to 

1, Editorial on the Struma inc::.dsnt in t~e 1iashington Post 
2c- The follO\"Ting papers have p~omised to carry editorials: 

Washington Star 
Chicago Star 
Gannett chain 

3,, Various feature article··write~ ~ :orollL'lSo'l.. t <- ""'"- te articles 
on the Struma casec-. 

4~ He had discussed with Pl,i the possibility of sending a specia:,. 
feature correspondent to Palestineo 

5,, He was proceeding with plans for the program of the memorial 
meeting in connection with the Struma case ~ 

Mro Neumann pointed out that it was imperative to ha;e a full time 
representative of the Emergency Committee in "iiashi:igtocic He had asked li~r. K:ci tzer 
of his department to stay in i7ashington temporar:i.ly, but this was merely a stop­
gap arrangement. hir. Neumann was authorized to recommend a suitable person. for 
this post and it was agreed that the Office CommJ..ttee had full power to act in the 
matter. 

There was some further discussion in which t:h.e following points uere made 
Mr. Boukstein suggested that the maladministrat:on in ~alestine might appropriately 
be tied up with the whole system of English Colonial administration which had proved 
so disastrous in Singapore and ~ialayao 

]r. Goldstein warned against using the argument that native populationS' 
should be given sovereignty to an extent where it might be used as a boomerang againGT 
USo 

There wa·s a general feeling that in any criticism of Great Britain's 
Colonial policy caution must be exencised not to fall into the trap of creating 
senti~ent ag~inst Great Britaino 

The meeting was adjourned at ll e40 P~M~ 

A:: '!;hur Lourie 
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il E 11 0 R A H D U M 

TO: The !!embers of the Office Committee 

FJ.OI-1: ; ir. Arthur Lourie 

The effectiveness of the Committee is often gravely affected by 
delays and confusion arising from the need for obtaining the individual 
approval of numerous persons and authorities before any final action can be 
taken. At times this procedure results in a virtual paralysis of action. 
An indication of uhat is meant may be given in connection with the "Strumall 
releases and cablegrams. 

On :'lednesday a week ago, February 25th, the morning press carried 
the report of t'.1e disaster. ;rr. :leumann was in Uashington that day, but 
following telephone conversations with him, ,.-,i th several members of the 
Committee and with :Ir. Ben-Gurion in Chicagq, it was agreed that a Statement 
for release to the press be immediately prepared on behalf of the Comfittee. 
This was done and after telephoning its contents to representatives/gnd"%8 groups 
Dr. llise in Florida, approval was obtalned, save that ,,,e were unable to 
reach Judge Levinthal, who ,-,as in court, until the latter part of the 
afternoon. 

Judge Levinthal then expressed his doubts as to ,..,hether the State­
ment should be issued in vie,., of the understanding in regard to publicity 
on the refugee question t-rhich had been rEEJ,Ched in the course of the interview 
,..,1th the British Ambassador the previous day ,but asked us to consult 
Dr. Israel Goldstein who had been a member of the delegation. Dr. Goldstein 
was at a meeting and was unable to give an immediate opinion. Pending a 
decision arrangements ,-,ere made with The ifo1.-, York Times to hold space for 
the release beyond the usual time. In the end it was not possible to send 
out the release that day and the whole matter came before the Office Committee 
the following afternoon (Thursday). It was then agreed that a somewhat 
different Statement should appear, but naturally by that time it \·Tas too late 
to issue the new release to the press and it was only on Friday that the 
final version was sent out; it was no longer 11 hot news" however and received 
no publicity at all in the general non-Jewish press. In striking contrast 
very effective statements were issued by both the Executive in London and the 
Agency in Jerusalem on the same day that the tragedy became known. It should 
be added, however, that a full statement was prepared and sent out to the 
Yiddish press on behalf of the Committee on ;fednesday. 

A second example: At the meeting on Thursday afternoon (February 26th) 
it was decided that cables be sent to ?tr. Churchill and to President Roosevelt. 
Owing to .P~GQccupation with the statements for the press on the 11 Struma11 and 
also on the Committee for a Jeuish Army ~·1hich ,.-,ere released late on Friday, 
it was not possible to prepare the cables until ifonday last. The process of 
consulting the parties, individual members of the Committee and I-lr. Ben-Gurion 
then began. A number of changes were suggested and •;'rere incorporated in a 
completely revised text which was ready next morning (Tuesday) • .Again there 
was the process of individual consultation •11th all concerned and the 
difficulty of reconciling different points of view where there has been no 
community of discussion. The Statement was held up for the meeting of the 
Office Committee on Tuesday Afternoon and with certain fol'] minor changes the 
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text as proposed as accepted.. The Secretary ,-1as later informed that Dr. Hise 
would be arriving in Ue\·T York that night. and since the cables were to be 
signed by him they should be submitted to him before dispatch. 

The telegrams were at Dr. '"1ise 1 s office on \'lednesday morning, but it 
was not until after five o1clock in the afternoon that Dr. 1Hse was able to 
let the Secretary know that he ,,,as unable to sign the ca·o1es in their then 
form. The cables were therefore again held up and came before the meeting of 
the full Committee on \"lednesday night. At this meeting the text, which had 
previously received general approval. was subjected to severe criticism by a 
number of those presento In the result, the cables t-rere once again held up 
for radical revision and ehs~gee and, as in the case of the press Statement, 
the advantages to be derived from an immediate rca.ction have been dissipated. 

This sort of thing is obviously detrimental to Zionist interest,. It 
tends to discredit the Committee, and creates the impression (as at \'Tednesday 
night 1 s meeting of the full Committee) of lnact i on and laxness on the part of 
those responsible. 

If I may venture the suggestion, what is required is that the Ch.airman 
of the Committee,ptrg~p~ ,-,:-.th o:uc · or hro other readily a~cessible members, 
be given authority to take immedia-te action in '.3T!lergency situations. 
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the Jority propo 1 and was eo intended. But if Oi oinnati vere count din 

the rejection colum, that vould be-in the Oouncil m thode of counting--

tie votet 54-54, o a uni u decieion w • de b7 the Council. It v • d cided 

that Cincin ti had not voted at allf '!hat further en~ur d Mvictory.1 

What about the other communiti • which verentt interest d 1h th 

Oouno11 propo al or felt that it was m\leh too controversial to 1nJ ct into the 

community? even aaJor oitles votfld to table the propo 1. !wenty- six other 

decided to take no action. W&a their point of view to be total ly diereg rd d 

by th Council in intro ucing progr of eueh far-reaching signif1oance't 'l'he 

answer i1 that the Council did dier ga,rd th••• Por the Oouncil b d detemihed 

to go through with it1 Mesaianic rol, no matter who or what. 

'l'he Council migqt well have been interested in the reason• for the 

decision of many communities to table the majority pro osal or to talce no 

ction whatever upon it. Obviously, the local le er rel\ that vote could 

serve onl7 to produce needle a friction and to pede aonstruct1ve internal 

vork. It was evident that the communities believed that they 00'11.d function 

perfeo\17 well without the service vhioh ihe Council has insisted the 

co u.n1tie■ 1 emand. 1 

Why could not the Council _take a led from the experience of the local 

co ities which it is supposed to repreeontT If the local commu.nitiea do 

not van\ to disrupt their unity, vhy does the Counc i l ineiet on disrupting th9 

unit7 ot the whole ot Am rican Jewry- by forci11tt through a plan which the 

country does not need and which the coun t17 bas clearly shown it does not wantf 

WlWl' ILL 

The propoa ls Yhich were ru.thle 17 a~opt d b7 the Board of irectora 

of th Council on May 18th to institut national advisory- budgeting on the 

b sh of the mythical ttvictory" were never ex ined in advanc by- anyone 



-9-

0 t Jori y TOpO !Dr co n\ or c l. a no 

i ntio 0 a ro bl to 

vry. lt :, t t t •7 

t onl r ) t t orl but. 1 • T8 

co 1\t t . 
'fer can • ot o inion 0 t via • 

vi to 

t 

of 

t 

ri 

l 

t 1 1 

t e ett1c1 tio iaor;y 

V f r to t w o •1 t Uo 

roce or o J eUY vh th r t 7 th1 

t • t li •v1ctor;r' re c cul· 

c for it• int i\7 or it• i rti it t 

d io ting to 

f r a• icioua of tion l 

1U 1 not p rt r nc• 

te r beyo d 11 deacr1jt1on 

t atub orn••• of tho• o co ceiT 

h ion 

J wry v ir the;r h T t t 

ti to . 

ric Je ey to do 1\t 



a 

• 

• 

• 

1 

J 



- lf -

I r, 

f • 

• 

• 

11 or r 

• 

t 

ti 1r 

. 
1 e 

it 

I .. 

i 

J s. 

1 • t f r 

r1 rt 

• it 



-12-

their great wealth. have often debased the standards of ger:erosity of 

their communities by their failure to equal the braggadocio of their 

talk with the breadth of their concrete dee~s. 

The ~ferendum conducted by the Council of Jewish Federations and 

Welfare 'l'NMa• a test of the intelligence of American Jewry. '!'his 

observer believes that Jewry weathered that test with flying colors. But 

having won its test, it is to be cheated of its fruits. Is that not how, 

in larger affairs of society, the few dominate the many? 

1 ! the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Council on 

May 18th was an exhibition of democracy in practice then a new word 

should be coined for the kind of government which has hitherto been 

called Fascism. 
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ICHUD PARTY ISSUES DECLARATION ; NOT li.NTI - ZIOllIST BUT OPPOSP,S ,JEWISH STATE 

JERUSALEM, Oct. 5 . ( JTA) • .. 11. Gto.tcment clo.rifyin;; the o.ins of the newly fonncd 
Ichud ( 11 Union") Party., empho.cizin;; tho.t the ro.rty iG not anti - Zionist but opposes 
tho policy of o.<lvoco.tin;; the oGtc,b1ishnont of Pc.lo:::tir.c o.s o. Jewish fl t o.te , wo.s is­
sued here todo.y by tho leo.clers of the now croup. Tho stc.tonont reo.ds a 

"After tho publico.tion of Dr . J1'Io.r;:r.es ' article on ·'Po.losti110 and Aro.b Union'· 
in tho 1 Bo.1 o.yot Ho.yom• in June , it wc.s thoubht by o. number of wol l • known persons in 
Palestine tho..t somo orco.nizocl expression shoulll be .:_;ivon to the mo.in idea. contdned 
in tho.t o.rticle . As o. coLsequenco, o. meetinc of a.bout o. hundred persons wo.s held 
on Au6ust 11. The invi to.tions to tl:c £;tooti11__: were siGnetl by P1·0£' • M. Buber , I.~ . 
Goldwater, Dr . s. Hirsch , H(';nriotto. Szold, r/fr . Julius Sir.10n~ Mr . 1.1. S1;1ilo.nsky, Ro.bbi 
J . 'Jr.no. Ll:1d Justice A. Vo.loro . Dr . Mc.cnoc o.dJ.rcsGcd thiG mootL,b c.nd cw o. result 
ro1 interim cor.mtl tteo wo.s o.ppointod to dro.w up a. dcclc.ro.tion to which those wishing 
to join the 11 Union11 woulcl o.dhero . 

"It is seen from tho docla.ro.tion thc.t the tt union" is not o.t o.11 o.n onti- Zion­
ist orGenizo.tion• It is , hov.rcvcr , opposed to the pro sent policy of' the officio.l 
Zionist loc,Jorship in c.dvoco.tint; tho osto..blislr,1ent of Pc..lostinc o.::i o. Jo,vish Bto.te . 
It is opposed equally to the csto.blislu:1e1,t of Po.lestino c.s on Ara.b Sta.to . Tho ttun-
ion" is convinced tho.t tho problo1;-, of fo.lostine h: inscpo.ro.blo from tha.t of tho 
I.J.ddlc Ea.st , and tho.t the problon of the Middl e Ee.Gt iB inscpc,rc.blc fron tho croo.t­
:i.on of o. Union of Free Peoples in which .Anoric o. a...11d Ench.nd would pl o.y o. lea.dine; 
).'-·rt . Tho doclo.ro.tion is o.s follow::i : 

0 1 . Tho ' Union 1 o.rlhorc::; t,~ l o.) '.i.'!10 Zionist movenent insofo.r O.G this seeks 
the esto.'blialir;.cL'l:; cif the Jc·.rlr.;h 1::-o.ti ..,1,o.l Ho:-.i.o for the Jev.rlsh people in Po.J.ostine ; 
b) The struc0lo throuchout tho world for c lfo'w Order in interno.tiono.l relations, 
and o. Union of tho peoples, lo.~·c:o Dnd smo.11 , fo1· o. life oi' freed.on and justice with• 
out fea.r ., oppr(~Gsion o.nd vmnt . 

"2 • The 1 Unior.' therefore reco.rds a Union between tho J cvrich o.nd Aro.b peoples 
as essontio.l for tho upbuildins ol' Palos-tine end for ,.octinc~ its bo.sic probletlS e 
The •union• ,vill strive for coopo1·0.tion between the Jc-.rish world o.nd the Aro.b world 
in o.11 branches of life • social , cultural a.nd politico.l - thus mo.kine for the re• 
vi vcl of t he whole Se:r;,i tic 11orlLl • 

"3 • Tho in.ain politico.l ai, 0 ::i of the ' Union' a.re o.s follmrn a c.) Government 
in Po.lcstirio based upon oquo.l politico.l ri t)1ts for Jchc bro pcoplco J b) 'l'ho o.rlher• 
once of tho ::itcc.0lily __:ro-.;dn.~ Yichv.~) v....rtcl of the \,hole Jm.i.Gh rooi lo tv o. FeJcrutive 
Union of Po.los,',;ir~o oner nciL>hlJourin;; cour:crics e ~his Fcderc.ti7c Union is to _;uo.ro.nto, 
the na.tiono.l rir_;hts of o.11 the pooploc '\rithin it ; c) a covenant between this Fedoro.•­
tive Union o.nd o.L f,.nGlo- Ar,·.crico.:n 1Lion wii:i.cb. is to '!Jo o. ro.rt of the fut-:.iro "Union of 
the free peoples . This Union of tho i'roo }ievplcs is to 1: eo.r tho ultimo.to rcsponsi• 
bili ty for the osto.blishmer_t o.nd stc.bili ty of ir:terna.tiono.l relations i n the New 
World o.ftcr the vm.r • tt 

MEXICO A..'ltRANGES INTERGOVEmlHE.l:TTJJ.., PROTEST AGi.JlTST VICHY DEPORTilTIONS 

MEXICO CITY, Oct . 5e (JTA)-- The Mcxic(1n Govornno:nt will o.sk o.11 countries ho.v­
i~C diplomo.tic relations vrith Fro.nco or Laval to join in o.n urGent protest a.so.inst 
Lc,vo.l • s project to exchc.nco 1501 000 ro1ti- Po.nciot rofucoes in unoccupied Fro.nee for 
French prisoners of we.r e Tho cnc.lo.r:.:.;c1 rod rof1...r:;0os i· ,elude 70.,000 Jovrn from vo.riou::; 
po.rts of Europe o.ncl mo.ny ho.lf- Jcv:s . 

Tho Government here , which received wind of' thi::i project so:r.io timo a.co from 
i.,cs Loco.ti on in Vichy, in po.rticula.r ly o.lc~rned a."lJout the Spo.vi::;h refu..;ees who o.ro 
unclor Iicxica.n diplomatic protection b~r G);,ocio.l trea.ty Vii th the Vichy re...;imo . 
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SuLZ.B;:;RGER OPPOSES JEm:SH ARMY PROJECT; OU'l'LDJES PLAIJ FOR POST-W_I\R PALESTINE 

BALTI MORE, Nov. 6. (JT.:1.) -- Jews and non-Jews in Amorico. wore urged here las·' 
nigh-t:; by Al"thur Ho.ys Sulzberger., presiclent o.nd publisher of the Uew York '.rimes~ to 
discontinue their efforts for the formo.tion of o. Je-:rish Army in Po.lestine. He also 
sug;ested tho.t the Jewish problem in Po.les·tino should be solved after the war not 
by the creation of a sepo.ro.te Jc-wish Sta.to there but by arnn.lgrunating severo.l J1.r11b 
countries into one greo.t Sto.te 11 so tl:t:c the Aro.bs would welcome its might o.nd n0ver 
have co.use to fear tho.t the Jev1s vrho move there would upset the nunerico.l balance 
of po1;1er • 11 

Bo.ck from a visit tc Brito.in., Iv1.re .Sulzbere;er _mo.de these sue;i:;estions in the 
course of an address delivered here before the Brotherhood of tho Madison Avenue 
Temple. He declared tho.t the Zionist offorts were helping 11 to creo.te problems in 
the Moslem norld which merely o.dd to tho difficulties of -cho United No.tions 11 ond 
wo.rned Zionist extremists tho.t their insistence upon tho formo.tion of u Je-vrish 
no.tiono.l army would , if continued., result not only in ombarro.ssmont to the United 
Nations , but could also be 11 distortod by the Axis in the .Aro.b world. 11 

11 Presumably the British r;overnmont ho.s decided., 11 Mr. Sulzberger so.id, 11 thnt, . 
all othe1· things consiclorE:d ., it vrill not help rrin the wo.r to meet the demc.nd for 
a separate Jewish .o.rmy. Furthormor0, tho United Sto.te::; government has evidently 
not felt it either v.rise or expedient to intervene with tho British government in 
this matte~" It seems to me, therefore, tho.t since those decisions ho.ve been mo.de­
o.nd I think mo.de with a. conviction tho.t will not be changed .• o.t loo.st during this 
vmr - it serves no useful purpose to continue, o.t this time, o. crunpo.ign which not 
only embarrasses the United Nations, but co.n be distorted by tho Axis in the Arab 
world. I wish I ho.d tho ability to sot tho.t problem stro.ight o.nd too.oh my fellow­
.Aro.erico.ns who are not J ows tho.t it would be iii so to exo.mi.ne all tho fo.cts in that 
complicated situo.tion before lending their nrunes to tho extreme Zionist co.use, or 
tho demand for o. Jewish o.rmy, 11 

Jews Want the Right t~_£o.ll _!lny Plo.ce Their Homo, J:e S~ 

Pointing out tho.t the Zionist aims do not represent the desires of o.11 
Jews, I1lr. Sulzberscr declared : 11 If I, o.s o. Jew., co.n help to impress the world 
thc.t who.t Jews wru1.t fo.r moi-e tho.n o. home oi' their ovm is the right to co.11 an: 
place their home ., thc:t in findinc; new horr.cs justice must be done those who o.lrc o. ,i 

dwell vrhcre the newcomer would li vo - then I believe I sho.11 have been faithful to 
tho trudi tion of justice which is my heritc.ge o.s o.n .i.raorico.n of Jeni sh fo.i th. 

11 1 would not ho.ve vou think tho.t I run uno.vmro of the need for refuge for 
mony peoples, including Jo;·rn, c.ftcr this war is over., 11 he continued, 11 1 know, too., 
tho.t many Jews will seek the Holy Land. But let us keep it o. Holy La.nd• Let us 
mo.kc sure thc.t we do not tro.nsform it inorely into o.nothor nC1.tion• jealous of its 
ovm no.tiono.l rights.,. heedless of those who for the past two thouso.nd years ho.ve 
lived within its borders. 

11 rt would seem to me that this could be done if., v1hcin tho time comes., there 
is creo.ted o. greo.t Sto.te out of sevcro.l of the countries in tho.t section of the 
world. I would mnko it sufficiently largo so that tho Arabs v10uld welcome its 
mig;ht and never ha.ve c ause to i'eo.r tho.t the Jens who move there vrnuld upset the 
numorico.l bo.lo.nce of povrcr.. And into this enlo.r[;ed Sto.ta I would welcome all who 
wish to come., c.nd the Arc,bs would join in sucl1 o. welcome secure in the knowledge 
tho.t they would no·c be outnumbered. Such a plan would provide the refuge we o.11 
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PALESTINE 1S IMPORTANCE IN MEDITERRANEAN WAR THEATRE WILL BE DISCUSSED AT CONFERENCE 

N~J YORK, Nov. 16.(JTA)-- The strategic and military importance of Palestine 
in the Mediterranean campaign and tho necessity of mobilizing American Jewry to holp 
tho Palestine community curry out its vital war tasks will be fully discussed at tho 
National Council for Palestine o.t the Biltmore Hotel on Sunday, December 6., it was 
b.p.nounced here todo.y by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, National Chairman of the United 
Palestine Appeal. 

Secretary of Interior Harold L. Ickes will be the guest of honor o.t a din­
ner which ·will conclude the day-long dEJliberations, Dr, Silver so.id. Other speakers 
besides Mr. Ickes and Dr. Silver will include Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President of the 
Jewish Agency for Po.lcrntine and the World Zionist Organization, Pierro von Pe.assen, 
Dr. Stephens. Wise, Judge .Morris Rothenberg,. Nathan Stro.us, Martin Agronsky and 
Sylvan Gotshal. 

"The freeing of the Mediterranean from Fascist do!l1ination opens new vistas 
for the development of Palestine and the Middle East and at the srune time places 
new responsibilities on the valiant Jewish community in Palestine in carrying for­
,·mrd the military plans of the United No.tions, 11 Dr. Silver so.id. "Palestine at 
the crossioads of the ancient world., now resumes· its military role.,, the most im­
portant connnunioations center. ♦ rt is a pivotal point on tho most direct route for 
aid to tho Cauco.sas and Stalingrad. Ho.ifa becomes the chief trax1si t port for war 
materials to the Soviet Union via Iraq and Iran,. saving the 4•000 mile voyage from 
Suez to Danda:r Shahpur. If the traffic is too great for existing; facilities., we can 
expect the early completion of the long-projected Ho.ifo.-Baghdad railroad. With the 
loyn.l Jewish population mobilizing a.ll its resources to aid the war effort, Pales- · 
tine will novr bo an important base for the coming invp.sion of Europe, 11 Dre Silver 
pointed out• ' 

JEV\IISH RADIOMAN SAVES 13 CRE\iV11EN OF NAVY PATROL BOMBER FROM DROVmnm 

NEW ·IOru(., lfov. 16.(JTA)-- Leono.rd s. Edelstein., a New York Jewish boy serv­
ing a.s o.vio.tion radioman first class in the u.s. Ne.vy, has boon a.warded o. certificate 
of cow1endation for his II supcrhrnnon efforts" in freeing the life boat of a rapidly­
sinking lfo.vy po:brol bomber and thereby so.ving the lives of the 13 crewmen., it wo.s 
leo.rncd here todo.y by tho National Jewish Welfare Boo.rd. 

Sergeant Maurice Lander, of Minneo.polis, Minn • ., has been a.warded the Silver 
Sto.r for gnllo.ntry in action in tho South Po.cific, the J.W.B. o.lao reports, Gencro.l 
George Ce Kenney• commander of the Allied Air Farces in the south11est Pacific, 
c.wo.rded the decor.ation to Scrgeo.nt Lander, praising his "cool and excollen mo.rks­
r:mnship11 in the course of a half-hour o.ir engagement ·with Jo.po.nose Zero planes at 
Now Brite.in several months a.go. 

Fir~t :i:.,ioutcnant Harold Spire•, of Los Angeles., is the recipient of o. Pu:vple 
Rea.rt ., eo.rned o.s navigator of o. Flyinc F'ol:'tl:'ess , it is a.lso reported by the J ,w.B, 
Wounded in an c,ir engagement., ho recovered completely o.nd roturnod to action, How 
his parents ho.vo leo.rnod tho.t Harold is missing in. action, 

' ' 
Chief l\Io.chinist' s Mo.te Abe Kushman., of Oo.kland, Co.lifornio.., is o. holder of 

the Purple Heart o.nd is to receive the Churchill a.wo.rd a.nd tho Grand Fleet medal., 
according to a.n officio.l o.nnouncomonte Ho is a survival:' of the Wo.sp., which wo.s 
his home for tyro ... and--o.•ho.lf yea.rs. 
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Strictly ~onfidential 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE OFFICE OOMMITTEE 

FROM: EMANUEL NEUMANN 

SUBJECT: THE OURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION November 10, 1942 

I am taking the lib~rty of setting forth a few observations on 
recent events as they affect our political situation: 

1. J@eric..@ military operation...8-_ in_]ifriQ.I! ~d _t_:hEt_ ~ -~dl~. East. 
The expected has happened and American forces in substantial numb~rs are now en­
gaged in these parts. Apart from the large expedition in North Africa, 7,000 
.American troops have also been landed in Palestine and Syria, according to reports ,, 
The growth of American military commitments in the Near East obviously involves ai::. 
increase of Amerioan political interest and political influence both immediately 
and in the post-war settlement in that part of the world. This presents not only 
a greater opportunity but also a renewed challenge to Aineri~an Zionism. To date, 
o'ctr success in influencing Junerican thinking and off:ic.ial policy with regard to 
the Near East has been very limited. .ActuallYr thali ~-s a.a u11d.dr.statement. Anti­
Zionist influenoes are strongly at work both in thP Stai;o Depai::tment and abroad 
(Cf. Wadsworth I s appointment). The developing ai:~us;;ion evidently calls for more 
serious thought and more effective action on our par~ than hitherto. 

2. The victory in FQpt. If, as now seems probable, the Axis is 
crushed in F€Ypt and North Africa, and the Germans are stallod in the Caucasus, 
the threat to Palestine and the Near Fast willp in the words of President Roosevelt -
11be very definitely removed. 11 As a direict re~ul :Or -~he nuisance value of the .Arab.::i 
drops almost to the vanishing point. If they nav~ made no trouble in recent month~ 
while the danger was acute, there is extremely little likelihood of their creating 
trouble hereafter. This removes the most seriou.-3 obje~tive obstacle in the way of 
a more openly pro-Zionist policy on the part of Gr.ea~ Britain and the United State& 
Government, as well as the only leGitimate objection to the recognition of a Jew­
ish fighting force. In rcy opinion, it would now be i;imely to press for a more 
forthright policy, particularly on the part of our own Government whose position 
in these matters vis-a-vis the British has been vastly strengthened by .American 
military participation in the Near Fast campaign. 

3. Results of the elections in .Ameriea. One of the difficulties 
under which we have labored for several years past has been the fact that the party 
in power has been so securely entrenched and in con:mand of a substantial majority 
in both Houses of Congress. It is an axiom of practical politics that the respon­
siveness of the party in power to public pressure is in inverse ratio to its par­
liamentary strength. Moreover, the party in opposition is always more inclined to 
lend its support to groups like our own than the party in power which oarries the 
burden of responsibility. The situation has now undergone a radical change. Not 
only are the two parties now almost evenly matched in Congress, but a general trend 
has been revealed in the whole country awey from the Democratic Party and toward 
the Republican Party. Whatever misgivings one may have regarding the ultimate 
effects of this shift as it may reflect itself in post-war polioy, the situation 
immediately resulting presents an unusually favorable opportunity from the point c.~ 
view of Zionist action. Neither party can now dispense with Jewish eupport and be., ,,:­
parties will be courting it. Secretary Hull's telegraphic reply of November 2nd~ ' 
answer to the telegram sent him in Dr. Wise's name on October 31st probably reflv- '. 
a certain ner"!Cusness among Democratic leaders. (Copies of teleg~ams attaohed.) 
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The Republicans, in my opinion, can in any case be relied upon, while they are 
still out of power, to give us fairly unreserved support; while the .Administratio~ 
forces will feel constrained to treat our representations and demands with far 
greater consideration than heretofore. 

In my opinion, we should not hesitate to take the fullest advantage 
of this situation, but begin to press our claims more concretely and with strong­
er insistence than in the past. Subtly and ta~tfui1y, we should make full use of 
our improved bi.rgaining position. In the light of this analysis o~.r efforts may 
now go forward in various directions, including more serJ.OU3 and frank discussions 
than we have yet had with the policy-makers of the Administrationo 

The time is also coming when we may initiate the long-deferred action 
of asking for the adoption of a resolution by both Houses of Congress endorsing 
our program. It will be noted that I have used the word. 11a~ing 11 • There is no 
doubt that while Republican leaders in Congress will be rather amenable to the 
suggestion, Administra~ion spokesmen will endeavor to dissuade us on the ground 
that such action would still not be timely. Ho~ever~ if the ground is well pre­
pared throughout the forty~eight states and sufficient pressure is built up, the 
Administration spokesmen will not be in a position to refuso us without offering 
something in return. If 1;hey will then be preparec ";ogive us definite assurances 
regarding American policy in relation to Palestine and to give ear1.¥, tangible ~­
pression to a clearly pro~-Zionist policy, we may gracefully yield to their request 
that we give up or postpone the effort to carry such a Zionist resolution through 
Congress. If, on the other hand, the Administratfon should refuse to make con­
cessions or commitments, it would be suah an ind~cation of lack of sympathy or 
support as may well justify our pressing for the adoption of a resolution by Con­
gress. But such a contingency is probably unlik~:y to arise in view of the pol­
itical constellation. If we prepare properly and adequately, the Administration 
will be confronted with a situation which will mo~t likely lead it to treat with 
us seriously and try to reach an understanding wi ~;h us on Palestine policy. 

There are, of course• essential prerequisites to a successful effort 
along these lines. We shall have to organize American Jewry effectively and to 
make it articulate. If our negotiations with the American Jewish Committee do not 
lead to agreement in the very near future, we should consider the convening of a 
national conference of all Jewish organizations as well as mass action by a peti­
tion or by other means. We mu.st also organize the Jewish press so that it may be 
a potent force and instrument in our hands. Many other steps would have to be 
taken. 

4. The general politico-military situation. If today's reports con­
cerning Marshal Petain 1s break with Hitler and adherence to the Allied cause are 
true, the political and military consequences are incalculable, especially if the 
French flebt at Toulon follows suit. The resulting shift in naval ratios alone 
is of an importance difficult to exaggerate. Without falling into the error of 
undue optimism, we mey nevertheless take account of the poss~ility of further 
Allied victories Which may considerably hasten the conclusion of the war. More­
over, irrespective of the strategic and military realities, aooount should be 
taken of psycholoBical and political realities, among them the undoubted fact that 
the public mind and to a lesser extent also the official mind, will be occupied 
more than heretofore with the problems of the coming peace. It is reasonable to 
assume that the problems of the post-war settlement will receive increased atten­
tion on the part of policy-makers during the coming months. This also imposos 
upon us the obligation and necessity of further orystalli•ing our views and plans 
as well as a speeding up and intensification of our polit1osl efforts. 



5. Su!pmary and Oonelu.si~n. Events here and abroad have created 
the most favorable opportunity for successful political action on the part of 
.American Zionists since the outbreak of the wa:r. This is due to f.~ur factors: 
(a) the growth of .Ainerica•s power and influence in the Near Ea.st resulting from 
her large-scale military operations in that sector; (b) the preoi~itous drop in 
the nuisance value of the .Arabs resulting from Allied successes; Cc) our improved 
bargaining position in .America as a result of the r~cent elections; (d) greater 
preoccupation with the problems of the post-war settlement as a result of im­
proved prospects for an Allied victory. The time is therefore ripe for a sharp 
stepping up of our political action and for pressing the Government for a clear­
cut pro-Zionist policy. We have mu.ch to reproach ourselves for the inadequacy 
of our political efforts since the outbreak of the war and there is little com,­
fort to be drawn from the acts of omission and commission by the British and 
American Governments during this period. The circums~anoes briefly indicated in 
this memorandum render it imperative that we make full and effeotive use of the 
extraordinarily favorable opportunity which now confrontH us. Failure to act 
promptly and on a scale commensurate with this oppor~unity would be an unpardon­
able dereliction of duty on our part who are the bearers of a historie respon­
sibility. It is s1J€gested first, that the office~s of the Emergency Oommittee 
consult with each other as well as with Dr. Weizmann; secondly, that a special 
meeting be called to consider a program of action previously prepared by the 
officers and submitted by them to the Office Committee or to the whole »nergenoy 
Committee. 

/ 



THE BALFOUR DECLARATION 

A Brief Statement on its Origin a..~d the Results Achieved 
Under it by Jewish Enterprise in Palestine 

1. The text or the Balfour Declaration, issued on behalf or his Majesty•s 

Government on November 2, 1917 by Arthur James (later Lord) Balfour, is as follows: 

•His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best en­
deavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly 
understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and 
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the 
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.• 

2. The Balfour Declaration may be regarded as the point or convergence of two 

historic currents. The first is the millenial urge of the Jewish people fo~ the 

restoration of their nationhood, a sentiment that came to birth with the destruction 

of the Jewish State and has persisted through more than eighteen centuries of dis­

persion and persecution. The second current was the profound sympathy, nourished 

by Biblical prophecy as well as by considerations of practical policy, which leaders 

of British thought and action had for more than a century manifested in the redemp­

tion of Israel on its ancient soil. J.mong the Englishmen ,,ho gave expression to this 

sentiment were Col. Charles Henry Churchill, a kinsman of the present Prime Minister; 

the philanthropist Col. George Gawler, the theologan A.G. Hollingsworth, the econo­

mist Dr. Thomas Clark, the explorer and archaeologist Sir La.¼Tence Oliphant, the 

eminent statesman and social reformer Anthony Ashley Cooper, Seventh Earl of Shaftes­

bury, the novelist George Eliot, Lord Milner, Lord Robert Cecil and many others. 

3. In America also, where, of course, the Bible has exercised a profound in­

fluence, the restoration of Israel to the Holy Land has always commanded wide 

sympathy. As early as 1818 this sentiment was expressed by John Adams, second 

President of the Republic, and it found powerful confirmation in 1891 when William 

E. Blackstone, a prominent clergyman of Chicago, presented a petition to President 

Benjamin Harrison, urging him to call a conference of representatives of the prin­

cipal governments of the world to effectuate the restoration of the Jews to 

Palestine. In this petition the Rev. Blackstone said: 

~Not for twenty-four centuries, since the days of Cyrus, king of Persia, 
has there been offered to any mortal such a privileged opportunity to 
further the purposes of God concerning His ancient people. A million 
of exiles, by their terrible sufferings, are piteously appealing to our 
sympathy, justice and humanity. Let us now restore to them the land or 
which they were so cruelly despoiled by our Roman ancestors.• 

Even more significant than the petition itself, are the signatures that 

were affixed to it. Among those who signed it were authorized representatives of 



the newspapers of New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston and Washington; the mayors 

of those cities; members of Congress; Chief Justice Melville W. Fuller of the 

Federal Supreme Court; leaders or industry and finance, as well as numerous clergy­

men, educators and writers. 

4. The Balfour Declaration, issued at a period of low ebb in the fortunes of 

the Allies during the First World War, was an act of prophetic statesmanship that 

stirred the imagination cf the British people. Yea.rs later, David Lloyd George, 

head of the British War Cabinet :in whose name the Declaration was issued, described 

the state of British public opinion as follows: 

"Men like Mr. Balfour, Lord Milner, Lord Robert Cecil and myself were in 
whole-hearted sympathy with the Zio!rl.st ideal. The same thing applied 
to all the leaders of public opinion in our country and in the dom­
inions, Conservative, Liberal and Labor.• 

The Declaration, moreover, was issued only aft.er careful and prolonged con­

sideration, and with the concurrence of President Woodrow Wilson. Among those who 

collaborated in its formulation was Mr. Justice Louis D. Brandeis, whose recent 

death has left so great a void among the liberal forces of America. 

s. The Declaration received the official endorsement of the United States 

when in 1922 the House and Senate adopted a joint resolution of approval which was 

signed by President Warren G. Barding. The resolution stated 

•That the United States of A~erica favors the establishment in Palestine 
of the National Home for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood 
that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious 
rights of non-Jewish communities in Palestine, and that the holy places 
and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be adequately 
protected.• 

Since then the cause of the Jewish National Rome in Palestine has been 

publicly and warmly endorsed by Presidents Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover and 

Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

6. The sympathy and good will of the American people has within the past few 

months become still further crystallized. Under the leadership of Senators Robert 

F. Vlagner and Charles L. McNary, the AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE has been formed 
11 to give expression to the interest, sympathy and moral support of the American 

people for the Jewish National Home in Palestine.n The Committee already has a 

membership of over 600, including 67 United States senators, 139 Congressmen, 22 

Governors of states, 71 mayors, many clergymen, judges, educators, writers, pub­

lishers and civic industrial leaders. 

7. The Balfour Declaration was made part of the Palestine Mandate which the 



League of Nations entrusted to Great Britain to administer, thus charging the 

Mandatory Power to effectuate its intent and purpose. 

8. Relying on the guarantees furnished by the Balfour Declaration and the 

Palestine Mandate, the Jews have in the pa.st two decades established the material 

and spiritual foundations ot the National Home. The Jewish population has increased 

more than ten-fold from a little ~ver 50,000 to 555,000, and the progress in land 

reclamation and rural and urban colonization is well summarized in the report of the 

Royal Commission, headed by Earl Peel, which investigated conditions in Palestine in 

1956. Following are some brief excerpts from the Royal Commission report: 

"Twelve years ago the National Home was an experiment: today it is 
a "going concern" ••• The process of agricultural colonization has 
steadily continued ••• Wide stretches of plain-land, drained and ir­
rigated and green with citrus trees or brown from the plough, are 
now the agrarian basis of the National Home. The country-towns 
have likewise gro~n and prospered ••• Yet more impressive has been 
the urban development. Tel Aviv, still a wholly Jewish town, has 
leaped to the first place among the towns of Palestine ••• Broadly 
speaking, the remarkable urban development in Palestine has been 
Jewish. (Palestine Royal Commission Report, London, 1937; pp.115-115). 

"The wide manufacturing field now covers extraction of mineral salts 
from the Dead Sea, food products, drinks, cigarettes, tobacco, 
building materials, metal-work, furniture, textiles, leather goods, 
artificial teeth, matches, wearing apparel, and chemical and allied 
products." (Ibid., p, 209) 

9. The Arabs in Palestine have benefited substantially from Jewish enter­

prise, A.xis propaganda to the contrary notwithstanding; and in the absence of in­

citement and financial inducements by A.xis agents to disturbers of the peace, Arabs 

and Jm'ls have demonstrated their desire and ability to live together in concord. The 

same report of the Royal Commission states (p. 129) 

•ie have come to the following conclusions: 

(a) The large import of Jewish capital into Palestine has had a 
general fructifying effect on the economic life of the whole 
country. . 

(b) The expansion of Arab industry and citriculture has been 
largely financed by the capital thus obtained. 

(c) Jewish example has done much to improve Arab cultivation, 
especially of citrus. 

(d) Owing to Jewish development and enterprise the employment of Arab 
labour has increased in urban areas, particularly in the ports. 

(e) The reclamation and anti-malaria work undertaken in Jewish 
•colonies" have benefited all Arabs in the neighbourhood. 

(f) Institutions, founded with Jewish funds primarily to serve the 
National Home, have also served the Arab population. Hadasseh, 
for example, treats Arab patients, notably at the Tuberculosis 
Hospital at Safed and the Radiology Institute at Jerusalem, 
admits Arab country-folk to the clinics of its Rural Sick 
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Benefit Fund, and does much infant welfare work for Arab 
mothers. 

(g) The general beneficent effect of Jewish immigration on Arab 
welfare is illustrated by the fact that the increase in the 
Arab population is most marked in urban areas effected by 
Jewish development•. 

10. The Balfour Declaration has been called the Magna Charta of the Jewish 

restoration, and the policy it proclaims has in recent years become vastly more 

urgent for the Jewish people and the world at large. The wave of Jewish persecution 

set in motion by Nazi Germany, has made millions of European Jews homeless and 

destitute, and no other solution seems possible for them except emigration. It has 

been reliably estimated that, under further scientific development, Palesti.~e in its 

historic boundaries could absorb millions of additional inhabitants. A way is thus 

indicated for the solution of one of the world's gravest problems in consonance with 

the dictates of justice and in harmony with one of the deepest sentiments of the 

Christian World. 

STATEMENTS ON THE BALFOUR DECLARATION 

And the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

by 

LORD BALFOUR 
DAVID LLOYD GEORGE 

JAN CHRISTIA.~ SMUTS 
WINSTON CHURCHILL 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

BY LORD BALFOUR: 

"For long I have been a convinced Zionist ••• I feel that on the whole 

what I have been able to do for the Jews has been the thing I look back upon as the 

most worth my doing." 

BY DAVID LLOYD GEORGE (In 1927): 

"Tested by the events of the past ten years the policy embodied in the 

Balfour Declaration of 1917 bas been amply justified. A regenerated Palestine is 

in the making, and the Jews are playing their full part in the work of reconstruc­

tion ••• I am convinced that Jews will not falter in the work to which they have 

set their hands, a.~d that in the fullness of time their aspirations in Palestine 

will be realized. The Balfour Declaration, now incorporated in the Mandate for 

Palestine, is a pledge of British sympathy and good-will. It is a pledge which will 

be strictly honored. The Declaration is accepted as binding by every party in the 

State, and no matter what Government may be in power, Great Brita.in will stand by her 

word. Let the Jews do their part and Great Britain can be relied upon to do hers." 



BY JAN CHRISTIAN SMUTS (In 1927): 

•The Balfour Declaration is one of the notable events in history, and its 

true importance will be realized more and more in the decades to come, when much 

else that occurred in the Great War will have become but a dim memory ••• It is 

based on a sense of historic justice, and constitutes a great act of historic re­

paration and renews once more the promise which is be.sic to Jewish history ••• It 

was apparently a minor incident in the midst ot a world or shaking events, but in 

reality it was one of the remarkable events ot histor1, for it was a renewal and 
fulfillment of the promise, and it showed historic justice triumphant at last across 

the long stretch of centuries ••• View it as we will, the Balfour Declaration, in 

its gr-eat setting ot history, is one of the most wonderful confirmations of the 

moral and spiritual principle operating in human affairs.• 

BY l'IINSTOtl CHURCHILL 

•To whom was the pledge of the Balfour Declaration made? It was not made 

to the Jews of Palestine, it was not ma.de to those who were actually living in 

Palestine. It was made to world Jewry and in particular to the Zionist associations. 

It was in consequence of, and on the basis of this pledge that we received important 

he~lp in the War, and that after the War we received from the Allied and Associated 

Po·wera the Mandate for Palestine. This pledge of a home of refuge, of an asylum, 

wa .s not made to the Jews in Palestine but to the Jews outside Palestine, to that 

vE1st1 unhappy ma.sa of scattered, persecuted, wandering Jews whose intense, unchang­

ixg, unconquerable desire has been for a National Hom~ ••• I cannot believe that the 

task to which we set our hand 20 years ago in Palestine 1s beyond our strength, or 

that faithful perserverance will not, in the end, bring that task through to a 

glorious success. 
BY FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT (In a letter to the 44th Zionist Convention dated Sept. 

4, 1941): 

"I am happy to send my greetings to the Forty-fourth Annual Convention of 

the Zionist Organization of America to be held at Cincinnati. 

"My interest in the Jewish national home has been expressed on previous 

occasions, and it is a matter of gratification to note that the danger to Palestine, 

which was felt to be not inconsiderable a few short months ago, at this time is 

measurably removed. 

"It is hardly necessary for ma to say that the threat to Palestine does 

not differ in essence from the threat to this country, and I am confident that this 

fact will find due recognition in your deliberations. I look .forward to the day 

when the great work which has been accomplished in Palestine may be carried forward 

in peace and harmony.• 
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EXCF.BPT FROM TR:E1 JEWISH TIMES, II.A.LTIMORE, MD., J_\i."'TTJARY 8, 1943 

DOCTOR MAGIIJ'ES CABLES EXG.E.PTION 
TO M!SS~AT.EMENT 

- - - - ... 
EDITOR'S NOT.El: The Jewish Times receiv1:Jd the :following cablegram on Tues-

day, Jan::.iary 5, 1943, frQm j)r.. ,J'r.:.uaJ:. !.iiagne.1 :in ?e:i"ur.ale.m, Palestinep in whic.h 
he takes exception to 2atb:i. Lazr:.:-ron 1 "' s ·~:.:i.te,:ien'.; ·i;ri~.tli;;ib.ed in these cclumns c,n 
December 4, 1942b 

The Jewish Times, 
Bal timl):re ~ Md,. 

Jeru.salem 
December 23, 1942. 

ttRabbi Morris Lazaron I s letter published your journal 
quot.ing una--.1thorized. from my personal ru:-i vate letter to him 
seems acccrdL11g repo:i..~ts reaching Pa.lestine, give misleading 
impression my position. Hence desire say am Jewish national~ 
ist and ~elieve in Jewish Nationalil:Ul but utte~ly opposed 
those de'.:>ated manifestations Jewish 1'fahonalism which re­
grettably haYe appeared in latter years. My attitude on 
Zionist policy fully expounded Ja.nU<e'U'Y issue Foreign .Affairs. 

Judah Mag."les. h 

Rabbi Laze.ran I s statement in connection with this cablegram follows: 

THE FITT..L STiiTEMSlifT OF DRo MAG!mS 

I am extremely tro-..ibled that any act cf mine might have brought mis­
understanding of Ji·. !iiP..g:nes: pl'Si tfonc por·tions of whose letters to me I pub­
lished without h:i.s c'.:t':.:J-_e;;~~-zc:tic-:i:J.c In order that he may not be misinterpreted, 
I desire to make :IJTLOlt•J the eni:i2·e oorrespond.Eineeo 

After see:i.ng tb.e annou.:"1.cem.en'!; of the J.HT.!D orgnni zc.tion in the general 
press, I wrote to Dr~ Magnes enolus:i.ng a copy cf the S·tntement of Principles 
of the group ,:if rabbis and. la;vrnen wi ·;:h v;hou I am s.ssocinted. _ This Statement of 
Principles declares~ ririong other th~.n§:s i 

"Realizing how dear Pr.Jestine is to t,he Jev;-:ish soul ~nd how important 
Palestini~n rehabilitation is towc.rds relieving the pressing problems of our 
distressed people, we stand ready to render ~1stinted aid to our brethren in 
their economic, cultural rmd s1Jiritunl endeavc,rs in that country. But in the 
light of our universalistic interpretation of Jewish history and destiny, wd 
also because of our concern for the welfare and sta+.us of the Jevrlsh people 
living in other parts of the world. we a.re u."lable to subscribe to or support 
the political emphasis now paramount in the Zionist program. We cannot but be­
lieve that Jewish nationalism tenas to confuse our fello-mnen nbout our place 
and function in society and also diverts our or.n attention from our historic 
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role to live as a religious community wherever we mey dwell •..•• " 

Dr • .Ma.gnes in reply commented as follows: 

11 {a) I n.lso hnve a universalistic interpretation of Jewish history. 
But this for me is not in opposition to the national elements and hopes of the 
Jewish people. 

11 {b) You are unable to 'support the political emphasis now para­
mount in the Zionist progra..'!l.: What does t;he wo!'d et,>phasis signify here? I 
am opposed to the poli tim1l conte11t Jf ':'.hB,r, pr0g:·1:.v:n; not; because it is poli tlc­
a.l but because I tr.J.nk the con·tent under preser.1.t conditions likely to proYoke 
ci V'il war in Pnlestine and confusion nbroad. l'oJ.i tics is one of the g:r-ea·t; 
spiritual concerns of mankind, as the ?rophets of Israel showed. They were not 
cut off from life nnd they therefore did not op;,ose politics as such. :Bu.t they 
were concerned hith the kind of political princirles the State was based upon, 
and uron the quo.lity of the political action of statesmen nnd peoples. 

11 (c) It is true that Jewish nationalism tends to confuse people, 
not because it is secular and not religious, but because this nationalism is 
unhappily chauvinistic and harrow and terroristic in the best style of Eastern 
European nationalisms. The fa.ctor of llO.tiona.lism is also of great spiritual. 
moment, and it cannot be a::1swered by denying its existence. It d~pends upon 
wh.4t we make of it, o.nd 1t ia here w~e le&itimnte oritici1111 is, tmhapp1]¥., 
o&lle4 for. 

urt is well that you and your associates have spoken ~nd I hope 
that you will keep on clarifying all asr,ects of your principles. 1Re8earoh 1 

is in style these days. Could you not set up a research coill'.llittee for further 
delving into the bn~es and implications of your principles?• 

If my letter, written under extreme pressure, has r>laced Ir. Ma.gne! 
in a compromisin& position, I most profoundly regret to have been the unwitting 
occasion for such a situation and I trust that this completer statement of his 
views will clarify the attitude of one ~hom I have regarded for years as a real 
statesman. 

MORRIS S. LAZA.RON 

Baltimore, Md •• Jan. 4, 1943. 
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ON P.ALESI'I 
ADO ill b Y SD.I .!!; vO."' 1·rr E!!i o~ .1. Ju..& .LG • 
J .1lSw. IJ01..J!.!!..."l..c.1 ..,.I:!, ,D SU.bu.L..1.· D bY Di.. An rllLLEL 
S.LL-l Ll:{ v.i!' Ct..EVA1\D, u.IA..W;. ~ O]' '11.l.ii: c;oh~l!'l'.lli l' 
.!..dl'.. .P.1.=r iY ..... S.;,,.L 1 OH 1.,t;l.)1 t>D .Y .1!,V.l!J.~.U Ir ~i'J!ill:l..t1..'{ 

.L, 1943 at o:3u ~.~ • 

. e, Jewisn citizens of tne United States dwelling in security in 

this our beloved land, which because of its democratic institutions 
I 

and just laws ~'gives to bigotry no sanction end to persecution no 

assistance'/and dedicated in undivided loyalty to the noble spirit of 

our country, are gethere1 here as an American Jewish Conference, a 

democratically elected body representative of American Jewry to 

cope with the tragic problems of our fellm, ews all over the orld. 

e make the follor:ing declaration of' principles as to the relation be­

t een the Jewish people, the _.omeland in .l:'alestine/ nd the world r..eed 

for post-war reconstruction. 

The Jewish problem has been made one of the central e.ements in 

the present assault on civilization. In a world ide r azi-l'ascist 

conspiracy its exploitation has constituted the initial phase of the 

asroQlt. its solution is an integral part of the conditions needed for 
ti, 

an e~ur1ng peace. 

In the first world ,·mr, the civilized n&tions pointed to a 

solution of the Jewish problem tnrougn the reconstruction of' 'the Jev.ish 

ttomeland in ~alest~. , · ~th n1ch the Je~ish people n&s been bound up 

historically and religiously throu nout the centuries. This • as ex­

pressed in the balfour Declaration issued by the tiritish Governruent, 

after const~ltation betwe1:m the Allied and r1.ssociated J: o, E..rs, on 

1ovem.ber 2, 1~+7, and in the aandate for Palestine accorded to Great 

Lritain in 1922, with the consent of the fifty-one mer oer nations of 

the League of lations and with the unanimous approval of the Congress 
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of the United States. 

on the basis of this international covenant the Je,1sn ~eople 

set itself to the tcsk of recreating its historic Homeland in ~alestine. 

In the course of t,venty-fjve years, it has de.'1onstrated a constructive 

capacity vrhich has c.lready had a profound effect both on the hopes and 

outlook of the Jev,ish ,eoole, and on a country which had for centuries 

been regarded as one of the derelict areas of the world. rhe progress 

of all sections of Pelt3stine, .Arab as well as Jewish, under the stimulus 

of the developing Jewicll Homeland is one of the most notable phenonena 

of our time; the contributior ~ vd • ., • c Jei,ish £:clestine to the 

victories o l ear East nas been a 

signific . / .... ice.. v 0 " " policy initiated by , orld opinion and 

carried ullv in the labors and sa.cri'i'ices c"' the Jev,ish :!)eople • 

.Phis period of r:econst't'uct ion, .nowever, nas c + ided 'i'lth 

a t.,eneral deterior tion of ·,or1.d order <-nd intt.rnation1;1.L murality. Chief 

a_ong tne victims 01 this ueterioration neve oe the 1i ~lions of ., ev. s 

in urope . Yet desnite the fact thPt the conditions Vvhich made imper1c.tive 

the :re-establishment of the Jei.ish .t .. o .eland a qurrter of a century ago 

have been intensified beyond the dar.:.-est forebod.inr,s, the rights inter­

nationally guaranteed to 'the Jewish people ,rith respect to elestine nave 

been progressively whittled do,m orr grounds of administre;tJ.Ve 3.nd rolitic0l 

expediency until, 'I: ith the pro mlgation of the ,,hit0 P~ ~ J 1 
-rr ,,, 1.J.i fi e,cJ. 

the solemn promioe made to the .fewish people v'as virtm: l.r • • -1 u 

the last hope of ".llillions 01· nomeless Jews threatened ~ ith extinction. 

The A!1orican Je~ish Conference, meeting at a time when the 

policies of the peace sre in the making, and conscious of its historic 

res:pe,nsibility and of' its position as representative of erican Jev,lry 

and s'Ockesman for the silenced Jewish communities of Europe, calls for 
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the loyal and faithful fulfillment of the covenant entered into between 

the nations of the world and the Jewish people. 

, e call for the fulfillment of the Balfour Declaration, and 

of the .andate for alestine whose intent and underlying purpose, based 

on the Hhistorical connection of the Jewish people with alestinet1, 

was to reconstitute alestine as the Je,~ish Commonwealth . 

1 e demand the immeuiate withdrawal in its entirety of the 

Palestine uihite Paper of May 1939 with its unwarranted restrictions 
c:s 

on Jewish i.r.:m1igration and land settlement. i'he White Paper ~i-

~ a violation of the rights accorded to the Jewish people under 

the _ andate for Palestine. It was characterized by .Mr. Winston 
,, 

Churchill in the House of Common_s as a •breach and a repudiation of 

the Balfour Declaratio . '' The Permanent 1,1andates Commission of the 
0::..5 

League of Nations refused to recognizef its legality1 or moral 

validity. 

The Co~erence demands that the gates of Palestine be 

opened to Jewish immigration, and that the Jewish N;ency, recognized 

under the ~ andate as the authorized representative of' the Jet\ish people, 

be vested with authority to direct and regulate immigration into 

Palestine, to develop to the maximum the agricultural and industrial 

possibilities and the natural resources of' the country, and to utilize 

its uncultivated and unoccupied lands· ~or Jewish colonization and for 

the benefit of the country as a whole . 

The measures here urged constitute the essential pre­
.cot° 

requisites for the attainment of a Jewish majority an~ the re-creation 

of the J"ewish Commonwealth. 

In the pursuit of its objective of a Jewish Commonwealth, 

the Jewish people has steadfastly held before it the ideals which shall 
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integrate e ish Palestine within the new democrati c world structure . 

I'he Jewish people pledges itself to scrupulous regard for and prese-rva­

tion of the r eligious , inguistic and cultural rights of the ab 

population of alest i ne , and to tee c i vil and religious :rliiif{:SX 

equality of all its inhabitants before the law. •rhe inv iolability 

of the Holy laces of the various religi ons shall be guaranteed . 

The Jewi sh peopilie reaffirms i ts readiness and desire for 

ful l cooperation v1 ith its Arab neighbors in ale stine , nd, in the , ·ork 

of its own national r edem.pt i on , welcomes the econo1 ic and polit ical 

development of the .Arab peoples of the · ear a st . 

On the basi s both of t he par t i t has played i n t he h i s tory 
of-

of civilization, andhi ts present a ch ievement i n al est i ne , the J e i sh 

people bel i eves that the J ewish Commonrealth to be establi shed will 

represent another fundamental cont r ibution t o tne social and polit ical 

ideals of t he world. It will finally answer the aeoni zed cry of t he 

most martyred of peoples, and enable i t to take it s right f ul plac e 

in that pr ogressive or der of manki nd wh ich
7

we pr ay, may i s sue f rom 

the pre sent struggle . 

~~~ 
~1411...._ 1'--P~t," c! ....... ,11.,_ 
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Dear Abba : 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

5 21 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

~eptember 7 , 1943 

As I foresee a regular and rather heavy corre pondence be­
tween us in the mo11ths to come, I propose to number my letter to 
you and suggest that you do the same i order to facilitate 
reference to them and the various items they will cover . 

l . oston . I have had a brief re ort from b ~ilverman . 
Too bad the arrangement for our meeting with the group were 
messed up . I understand you, neverthe less, made a start and 
secured some ~7,000 . I intend to get Abe Goodman to make a sub­
stantial contribution, after which it should be possible to get 
some of the rew England people to i ncrease theirs . ,ve ought to 
be able to have some ~50,000 the cl ose of the convention . 

I have wir~d to Ra bi 11ohl and I am enclosing a cooy of 
my telegram . 

3 . I have replied to rh i lip 1omovi t and I am enc l osing copy 
of my reply. 

4 . I am also enclo ing a copy of my rep l y to Raymond ~eslie 
Buell . ne is an important man wi th a good political head on his 
shoulder . It occur to me that we might get several of our non-
ewish friends who are pol it i cally minded to serve on a kind of 

rolitical AdviEor Committee and meet . wi th us occa ionall • You 
mifht include Buell, Professor Carl Friedrich of Harvard, Reinhol d 
Niebuhr, possibly, ilkie and other . 

5 . Following our advice, we &re not trying to organi e 
delegates and alternates at tnis time ; but we do plan to insist 
that the Convention should have a polit i cal committee where we 
could have a tnorou ·hand frank discussion of the present political 
situation and ioni st political efforts to date . The purpose 
would e not only to have our constituent fully informed but to 
make them understand the nature of the situat i on which you are 
inheriting from the previous regime . 

6 . I have not yet received a copy of ,ve i zmann ' s message 
of congratulation to you . I want to make a fuss aoout it in the 
pres and prorose that we should release it together with a message 
from you to ,vei mann . I shall try to draft such a reply today and 
perhaps read it to you over the telephone . 

j 



COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

5 21 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CIIT 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

7 . I have 
in the Emergenc 
that especiall 
Columbus . 

given further thought to the new setup 
Committee and will either write you on 

or discuss the matter ~ith you in 

I am ·ust beginning to recover from the strain of 
the past weeks; I hope that you are . My affectionate 
regards to Virginia and the boys . As ever, 

Dr. A. H. 'ilver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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Letter# 2 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 

Dear Abba, 

Szold 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

September 17, 1943 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

Yesterday Szold was in my office and I had another chat with him. 
For one thing, I tried to warn him against being drawn in by B. G. 
into any anti-Weizmann front or activity. He agreed entirezy-, adding 
that he realized that there was not one responsible Zionist in this 
country who would approve of such an attempt. We talked again about 
the political bureau in Washington and he repeated that there is no 
need or point for such an Agency bureau now, but he thought you would 
have no difficulty in working with Goldmann. Regarding the Emergency 
Committee set-up, he said that if he were in your place,he would go 
slow about appointing people and delegating powers to them. Re thought 
that you should manage_, iot if at all possible., to spend the bulk of 
your time in New York during the initial period and run things your­
self. Only thereafter should you delegate to others. In the meanwhile, 
he thought the situation could be met by having a capable woman in the 
office to take care of the administrative work. However, he repeated 
it was entlrely up to you. Similarly he did not warm up to the idea 
of the Vice-Cha.irmanships at this moment, but thought that/ too., might 
be left to be considered later. As for himself, he expressed the 
desire to retire, as it were, from executive and operational respon­
sibilities and be put in charge of a special committee on Zionist 
post-war aims and political planning. I believe he refers to a 
careful study and documentation of our case. He has already spoken 
to some persons who are willing to help in this particular piece of 
work, and I think there is no reason to object to his talting on such 
a committee. We also talked about your meeting~ Frankfurter and 
Ben Cohen. Szold offered to telephona them and/or write them to 
pave the wey for meetings between you and them. Our conference was 
very cordial and I believe we havelestablished"friendship'or at least 
the basis for good working relations. 

Concerning Schwefel 

The more I think of it, the more I feel a strong effort should be 
made to secure his appointment as Mentor's successor. The fact that 
Mentor spoke to him earnestly a,41 the obvious man to succeed him is 
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additional and almost conclusive proof of his fitness for the post. 
In rea~ty Montor mq prefer to have someone else since he did not 
suggest Schwefel's name himself until you put it forward: moreover, 
Mentor has been mentioning other persons and sounding them out within 
the past few days. But whatever his reasons for possibly preferring 
others, he evidently recognizes Schwefel as a logical and desirable 
choice. Of course, it would have to be approved by the Board, but 
there is absolutely no reason why anyone should oppose your re­
commendation unless motivated by purely partlsan considerations, 
namely Schwefel 1 s energetic efforts and travels in connection with the 
"Draft Silver Movement." Israel Goldstein and, of course, Mendel 
Fisher and their close associates now look upon him askance though 
they had been good friends before the Silver movement was launched. 
If anyone should want to fish in muddy waters and eliminate Schwefel 
he might succeed. But to permit this to happen, to allow Schwefel 
to be penalized for exposing himself to opposition by his efforts 
and loyalty to you would be a great mistake and might be taken as 
evidence of weakness on our p&rt. In short, I hope you will see 
your way to urging his appointment firmly. It would be most desir­
able and useful to have him in that key position for which he is 
fully qualified by ability, character and experience. Many of our 
people who have known Schwefel well,are more than enthusiastic about 
him as, for instance, Abe Goodman, Ben Rosenblatt and others. In 
1941 Wise tried hard to get Schwefel to take the executive director­
ship of the Congress, and as far back as eight years ago Rothenberg 
wanted him to replace Margulies as executive director of the z. o. A. 

Committees and Departments 

When we meet Mondey morning I shall have further suggestions regarding 
the departments and committees of the Emergency Committee. For one 
thing, I would now definitely advise to have a committee on "Intellectual 
Mobilizetion" for activizing our intellectuals of all sorts. Steinberg 
would be the ideal chairman for this department. The committee or 
department to work out ideas and arguments for our political propa­
ganda I run prepared to guide without necessarily taking the chairman­
ship. I can be it~ Vice-chairman or an ordinary member. In that case 
the committee on Research and Studies might safely be entrusted to 
Janowsky, though he is not quite kosher on our present official 
position. As for Schulman, Nahum Goldmann doubts whether he is the \ 
man to handle the American Palestine Committee. He proposes that I 
do it while Schulman under akes the work which we heve planned to 
assign to Gross. For myself, if I am to take on a definite res­
ponsibility at all, I would prefer to follow your original suggestion 
of supervising ~ashington activities as your deputy, provided we could 
have a really decent set-up there and the necessary budget. 

Emergency Committee Meeting 

If you think it advisable and time permits, I will be prepared to 
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render for the first time a report on the work of the Commission on 
Palestine Surveys before the full Emergency Committee (on Monday 
evening) or before the Executive Committee. From my point of view 
it may be desirable to do so. 

Irving Miller 

Abe Goodman came to see me todey to plead for Miller's appointment 
as chairman of the J. N. F. and hoped you would put in a strong plea 
for him with Goldstein on the ground that several members of the 
Executive Committee have requested you to do so. Here, too, we 
ought to be able to get our way. The argument should be : no penal-
izing of people who stuck out their necks. If Rothenberg takes the U. P.A. 
th3re is really no better candidate than Miller, though I hear the 
others are talking about Daniel Frisch. Distasteful as it may be, 
I think you will have to give some attention to these matters which 
~re hang-overs from the recent campaign. This for the sake of the 
future, and not only the past. 

It is possible that you may be seeing other neople before we have 
our talk on Monday. In that case, I would suggest that you make 
no final decisions on all questions of this sort, more particularly 
the set-up in the Emergency Committee and the successor to Montor, 
until we have the opportunity to discuss them again. 

~ The other day Goldstein had a press luncheon. wants to 
arrange a press luncheon or dinner for you with the representatives 
of the Jewish Press, say Tuesday evening. Please consider it. 

As ever 

EN:PB 
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Letter #5 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba, 

5 21 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

September 22, 1945 

I am sorry I missed you last night. I was tied up with an ap­
pointment and when I got to the Commodore around 6:50, I could 
not find you. 

Under separate cover I am sending you a letter I received from 
Slomovitz which I would ask you to please return for my file 
when you are through with it. Evidently Hoskins has been doing 
quite a bit of work against us. This is, of course, further 
corroboration of the vital importan~e of organizing our political 
work in Washington on the proper scale. 

Jacob RichJJlan was in to see me today and confidentially gave me 
additional information about large scale plans of Peter Bergson 
and his associates in launching a League for a Free Palestine. 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

They have already engaged several full time persons of ability and 
intend to organize this as a mass movement by enrolling hundreds 
and thousands of members. Since this has a direct bearing on our 
plans for the American Palestine Committee and indeed on our whole 
program, we shall have to deal with it promptly. I take it that our 
plans with regard to the American Palestine Committee will have to 
take their program into account. I shall try to have a private, in­
formal talk with Bergson and report to you. Also I intend to survey 
the situation in Washington discretely and report to you on that. 

As ever • . 
Faithfully yours, 

EN:PB Emanuel Neumann 



?.Ir. Emanuel Neumann 
521 Fifth Ave. 
Rew York, B.Y. 

lly dear Emanuele 

. 
Septuber 2~, 194S 

lo. S 

I aa sorry that I missed you prior to rain-leaving tin. 
I got your note from the porter Just before boarding the train·. 

I was interested to learn about your talk with Peter 
.Bergson. Perhaps you would like to arrange for ·& meeting between 
hia, y011 and me SOM ti.lie next week here in Clevelaad. \Te Ill ht, 
then apdd a few houra exploring thew oJ.e aituation to d1■cover 
whether a b&aia ot oooparat10R can nol be tamd with the Revisionist■ 
and the Army people. 

Sbn]men was in to eee me on Tueeda,-. 11- 1 evide11tly 
reconciled to the re-orgaa:a1u.t1on sche• which I auggeated. He tisked 
tor the post ot ChlJ.ruum ot the Aalarican Paleetine Comidttee. I told 
hill that that post had been assigned to ya111n vin or the :tact 
th t you had created the .aeriau Palestine COlllllittee and had developed 
it. I sugguted to him in an indirect •a.y that if the Hadassah and 
ZOA people ould agree to having you become Vice-chairman or the 
Executive Committee and would reco.amend it, some arrang~ent could 
be made with reference to the Merican Palestine Coua1ttae. He took 
the hint and said he would explore the situation. I had in _mind 
ot course that Jou wanted the Vice-presidency in the .f'irat place. That 
would giTe you t-he opportunity- to help along 1n the entire ;rogram 
and to deputize tor me whenever I am away. I do not know whether 
Shulman will succeed. I u ·,aiting to hear from him. He does not 
feel ualltied for the ~oat ot Chri.irman ot the Presa and Radio 
COlllldttN. 

Montor 1a coming to Cleveland Monday to confer Iii.th me on the 
detail.a or the re-organisation plan - the setting up of' the colllllitteea, 
etc. Ir you have any eug estione for JDENDbership on the variOWI 
comitteu other than those which you already made, I would be very 
happy to hear trom you before lionday. 

-1th all good wises, I remain 

Ve cordially yours, 

ABSaBlC 



Letter #4 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o ·rhe Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba, 

Post Mortem 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

~eptember 24, 1945 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I have been getting some int~restin6 bits of information regarding the 
convention situation. ~t~ to the effect that Israel Goldstein had 
inquired of Mr. Spiro, who is Field Director for the z. 0. A., regarding 
sentiment among the Zionists, and that Spiro had replied that in a contest 
you would win three to one! Further, the other day Irving Miller had a 
talk with Wise in the course of which Wise said that he now understood 
that you would easily have walked avay with the presidency. If he had 
kno1m that in August he might have acted differently, but he had been 
led to believe that it would be at best a knock-down and drag out battle. 
It is a good thing that Goldstein, ~ise, and the rest should bee 'Ere of 
that, but it is equally important that you should be aware of your own 
strength. 

U.P.A •• J.N.F •• K.H., etc. 

I understand that ideas are germinating in the minds of Mendel Fisher and 
others. Now that Mentor is leaving the U.P.A. they feel it is the op­
portune moment to make a. dra.stic reduction in the U .P.A. staff and to build 
up the position of the two funds as against the U.P.A. I believe that 
Mendel is selling the idea to the K.H. that they can now build up their 
staff and organization at the expense of the U.P.A. and that the two funds 
jointly may handle the U.P.A. and U.J.A. situation without the intervention 
of a first-rate executive director as the successor to Montor. My guess 
is that it boils down to this--that Mendel wa.nts to play the part of ex­
ecutive director of the U.P .• A. himsel; without giving up his post in the 
J.N.F. and is playiifor the support of the K.H. by holding out a 1µ.t o£ 
the aggrandizement the K.H. too. In this connection I hear that Rothen-
berg is again veerin in the direction of accepting the J.N.F. presidency; 
and it is likely that the idea would be that he might at the same time be 
chairman of the U.P.A. On the other hand, a scheme is in the process of 
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being worked out tying up the K.H. more closely with the Z.O.A. ~ a 
complicated plan for securing $100 life membership for the Z.O.A., the 
money to be invested in K.H. bonds. It is also proposed that the K.H. 
advance the expenses for this campaign. I take it that Goldstein is 
postponing the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Z.0.A. for two 
reasons. First, to have it at a time when Sol Goldman anu 1/lJ..ler will 
both be in town , . and secondly, to enable him to work out a number of these 
ideas in advance of the meeting. The Szold group or the'Young Turks ; wt.i.ich­
ever one might call them, have not disbanded/but are holding a meeting on 
Sunday . They are undoubtedly trying to repair the demege they heve sus­
tain~d and retain or recapture control of the Z.0.A. and the funds. I 
shall keep an eye on these things as best I can. 

Agency Bureau vs. Emergency Committee 

Everything is now set for a meeting of a sub-committee of the K.H. on 
Monday afternoon to consider again the matter of the monthly payment of 
$5200 for the Political Bureau and its relationship to the Emergency 
Committee and its budget. Barring surprises, the Gommittee will adopt a 
recommendation to the effect that the K.H. should make further payments 
only with the approval or on the instruction of the Emergency Committee. 
Such action will greatly facilitate your coming negotiations with Dr. 
Goldman11 et. al. Personally, I do not like to use such methods by way of 
pressure, but my scruples would have been stronger if Goldman, and Weisgal 
had been less luke-warm and their position less ambiguous that it was in the 
"Draft-Silver Movement 11 • In fact, Goldme~ himself admitted to me that he 
had advised Lipsky and ~Yeisgal not to participate actively on the ground that 
it might incriminate (that was not his word) the World Zionist Executive. 
My feeling is that since Goldman got himself into ~ position of being 
sole director of political work in Weshington, he lost ~ earlier enthusiasm 
for dre.wing you in. On the other hand, he is nothing ¥ re&list; and if he 
lmows that the Emergency Cammi ttee B_s well as the K.H . will insist upon a 
new arrangemen~he will readily acco~o~ate himself bY, accepting some com­
promise. Now it has struck me that ~ ay be a~ advantage in your 
working out an agreed solution with Goldman and Lipsky, as representing the 
Agency Executive, and merely bringing it to the Emergency Committee for 
ratification--rather than having the Emergency vommittee in the first place 
make proposals of its own; because such an agreed solution \'!Ould have be­
hind it the backing of the AgencY; speaking through Goldman and Lipsk~ as 
well as your own authority and prestige. Under those circumstances our 
Executive Committee 'tmuld have little choice but to ratify it. Whereas 
starting with the Emergency Committee will provide the opportunity for 
prolonged discussion and jockeying for position on the part of Shulman and 
Goldstein or whoever else mBY be ambitious to have a hond in the political 
work. I still think the solution is one political bureau in Washington 
headed by yourself and including Goldman and two or three others. This 
would also obviate the creation of a political committee in the Emergency. 



.. 
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I am now working on a breakdown of the Washington activities into 
their component parts and will send this on to you shortly. 

As ever 

Faithfully yours, 

EN:PB Emanuel Neumann 
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Letter #6 MURRAY HIL' 2-0r 4 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SUR VEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba, 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CI1Y 

September 29, 1943 

I received your letter of the 28th in reply to mine of the 26th. 

Emergency Committee Setup 

I hope there will~ no ironclad rule e.gainst one person's eerving 
on more than one committee if he is willing fnd able to do so ; so 
that Steinberg, for instance, might make his contribution in more 
than one direction. I am glad you intend to &ppoint ~rs. Jacobs 
Chairman of the Research Committee but I believe it will be nec­
essary to have written out terms of reference for that Committee end 
that she take it on that basis in order to avoid misunderstendings 
later. I mey try my hend at a draft. 

Your decisions regarding Greenberg and Gold are, I think, excellent. 
I would not call Greenberg's Committee tne Committee on Post-War 
Political Planning, ho·1ever. The latter is whe.t Szold intends to 
take in hend eventually. Greenberg's Committee should, I think, deal 
with current political trends and developments and try to offer guidance 
to the Zionist press, speekers, and propaganda agencies, generally. 
He will be delighted to do so. Mrs. Epstein will be happy to serve 
on that Committee as well. 

I don't know what to say about Shulman. I would not like to appear 
to be the cause of his dropping out. If they oppose the Vice-chair­
manship, perhaps another task may be assigned to illfconnected more 
directly with political activities in Washington. 

Nahum Goldmann 

I fully understend your concern over Goldmen'~ ubiquitous activity. 
One of the troubles about him is that he is not tied down to any ad­
ministrative responsibility and,therefore, spends his entire time in 
contacting people. He has s passion for cArrying on ,.,he.t he considers 
to be politicel negotietions and political conversetions. Just the 

L✓> ... 
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same, he has succeeded in impressing himself upon our eople as being 
the man for political work and has been clothed with considerable 
authority. I rather hoped thr.t any clesh with him would be ostponed 
until your regime has been fully entrenched and consolidated. At the 
meeting of the Sub-Committee of the Keren Hayesod the other dey, heap­
peared together with ~eisgal and pleaded that he planned to go to Pales­
tine next month vhere he would work out with the Executive a new plan 
and new arrangements, and that in the meantime the payments should be 
continued for three months. Rothenber6 then suggested that the re~uest 
be granted and the recommendation wns adopted, though it is still to be 
approved by the full committee of the Keren .tlayesod. If there is a 
sho,1·-down with him I venture to sug5est that a delimitation of his role 
as representative of the Jewish Agency is not likely to be pr cticable; 
end I still think the solution--at lea~t the rrovision 1 s~lution--~ould 
be a setting up of a joint political bureau ~ith yourself &s Chairmen 
and with provision for a day-to-dey conduct oi the ~or\ by two ~ersons 
jointly: Dr. Goldmann1 for the Agenc~ and someone else for Zionism. 
Lipsky seems to favor such a solution. The question would be who should 
constitute the Bureeu or the Committee in charge o~ it. Lipsky's idea 
was three: yourself, Goldmann, and Lipsky, but readily agreed that it 
might have to be five. He thought Goldstein would expect to be named 
as one of them but I believe such a nomination is by no means indispen­
sable. Shulman might be better, (especially if he takes the Chairmanship 
of the American Palestine Committeo/j and I might be one of them. Wise 
could be a member ex-officio in his capacity 8S Chairmen of the Emergency 
Committe~s clearly understood thFt you are Chairman and re 
to give ~ s , it might work. This may also obviate the creation 
of a 11Political Committee" in the Emergency Committee. In such a set­
up I think you would be able to count UpQn the loyal cooperation of 
Lipsky and probably Shulman and, of course, myself. Lipsky has always 
had misgivings about Goldmann 1 s activity end r,s between you and Goldmann 
he would almost certainly follor you. Since Shulman's plece in the 
picture is involved (end that involves Ppperently also the attitude of 
Hadassah) it ould be fortunate if the Viashington business could be 
dealt with end an understending reached, not on Tuesday, but rather on 
Monday prior to the meeting of the Emergency Executive Committee. 

U. P. A. 

I understand that Goldstein hes called e meeting of the joint committee 
of the Keren Hayesod and the J. N. F. for Monday morning at 11:rJ in 
advance of your U. P.A. luncheon meeting; ~resumably on the theory 
that you are going to spring somethint ~egarding the new U. P.A. set­
up and in order to confront you with a body of opinion representing the 
two funds. It may b.., sm rt not to submit proposals but rather to ask 
those present for their ideas and suggestions concerning the ne,., set­
up s.nd possibly appoint a. small committee to bring in recommendations. 
In this connection I want to report Lipsky's views. He hes the most 
serious misgiving about offering the Chairmanship to Rothenberg on the 
ground that he is not the person to continue your policies and the type 
of aggressive leadership

1 
vj,4.--a- va. the J. D. C. and other group~ \hich 

you represent. When I pressed him for his solution he suggested that 
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you retain for the time being the national chairmanship, but devolve 
the actual day-to-day management and direction upon someone else like 
Charles Rosenbloom or Joel Gross as Chairman of the Administrative or 
Executive Committee of the U. P.A. This would enable you to give 
general direction to its policy while being relieved of all administra­
tive responsibilities. I must confess this plan ap~eals to m~particularly 
since there are signs of recalcitrancy on the part of our friend Gold­
stein. I am convinced that he he.s already embarked upon a course de­
signed to build up for himself a dominating ?osition by a system of 
controls which would include the funds and everything else he can lay 
his hands on. You will recall the resolution dealing with the Emergency 
Committee which we put through the Political Committee of the Z. O. A. 
Convention and the Convention itself; end it is rether ominous that 
the text of this particular resoluti n was not published in the New 
Palestine. I thoroughly believe we shall have to have a show-down with 
Goldstein at the very first meeting of the new Z. O. A. Executive. 

I will be glad to meet you early ;\llonday morning e.t breakfast at about 
8:50. 

With best wishes for the New Year, as ever 

Faithfully yours, 

EN:PB Emanuel Neumann 



September 24, 194S 

Mr. F.manuel. Neumann 
Sil Filth Avenue 
New York N .Y. 

ly dear Mr. Neumann, 

Rabbi Silver has re,,uasted me to 
return to y01,1 the -enclosed lettere_from 
t.tr. Slomo7i:t.z and Senutor V1:1.ndenberg. 

1th best -1sh1s, I ~••1m 

Ve~• sincerely yours, 

Secretary to Rabbi: Silver. 



STANDARD TIME INDICATED 

RECEIVEDAT 

TELEPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS 
TO POSTAL TCLEGRAPH 

THIS IS A FUU. RATE Tl!LEGRAM, CAlllh 

GRAM OR RADIOGRAM UNLESS OTHERWISE 

INDICATED BY SYMBOL IN THE: PREAMBl.E 

OR IN THE AD0R£SS Of' TH£ MESSAGE. 

SYMBOl.S 0!:SIGNATING SERVICE SELECTED 

t)ARE OUTLINED INTHE: COMPANY'S TARIFFS 
4 ~ ON t.(~D AT EACH Of"FIC£ AND ON FILE WITH 

R£G~ORY AUTHORITIES. 

F~ H • N B .3 04 MB 56 N ( F I V E ) .3 1 =MB WU T NE WYO R K NY 6 1 2 1 P = 
DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= f}/tJJ;c;: V- ~V-J< ,:Y-, 
CAR E THE TEMP L E ( CLE V EL AN D OH I O ) = Fi · I 5--

HAVE TENTATIVELY BOOKED CARNEGIE HALL NOVEMBER 2 NOW LEARN 
GOLDSTEIN PLANNING BALFOUR MEETING OCTOBER 31. IF YOU ARE 

APPROACHED BY ZOA PEOPLE. SUGGEST WE DISCUSS MATT£fl BY 
PHONE BEFORE YOU ACCEPT= , 

EMANUEL NEUMANN== -
2 .31 ZOA 

~o ........ /Q ......... ?.... . TO /:( 
... ... . .~ I. ... . ~ ' ...... . 

u.s ~~~~---~........ f 4:l , ~( 
·······-·········· ...... ........ •······· ... -· 



Letter No. 7 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

5 21 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

October 7, 1943 

(1) Carnegie Hall: Since wiring you yesterday, I have learned 
that Goldstein has taken Carnegie Hall for Monday evening, 
November 1st for a Bal four meeting. }'oreover, I had forgotten 
that Tuesday was Election Day. For both reasons, I am giving 
up the booking for November 2nd. I think Goldstein must h ave 
got wind of the fact that sore of us were planning a meeting 
and hastened to beat us to it. What the program will be like 
I do not know as it is in the hands of a committee which has 
been appointed or will be appointed by Goldstein. 

(2) UPA: Hy congratulations on the magnificent result you have 
achieved. I am sure you regard even that as insufficient. 
Just the same, it is tremendous and no one but you could have 
done it. It strikes me that now would be the psychological 
moment for you to secure a connnitment from the UPA or of the 
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two constituent funds for an adequate budget for the political 
work. At this moment no one will be able to successfully resist 
your request. Later, when the enthusiasm has cooled off, it may 
be more difficult. ii'hy not propose that in addition to the 
$250,000. previously agreed upon, a further sum should be at 
least reserved for the purposes of the Emergency Corrnnittee? Do 
it now! 

(3) Research Department: I had a long chat at lunch the other 
day with Dr. Berkson. He had been approached through Lourie. 
I think he is rather excited at the prospect or the possibility 
of doing a real job, though he has certain hesitations. From our 
long conversation I am inclined to believe that he is prepared 
to go along with us fully on policy and to interpret the job in 
the sense that you have expressed. I think he would not, how­
ever, want to be a "candidate for a job". He is, after all, a 
nan both of parts and position. He is a recognized scholar and 
as you know, was ·a member of the Jewish Agency Executive in 
Palestine for many years. I think that if you were to have a 
talk with him, satisfy yourself regardine his views and attitude 
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towards the task, and if he were satisfied that h6 is really 
wanted and that there would be a real understanding between you 
and him, he would come along. A great deal of the material that 
we want and need is already in his hands. All things considered, 
there are great advantages in drawing him in, irrespective of 
whether I rs. Jacobs finally takes the Chairmanship of the commit­
tee or not, though I hope she will. 

(4) Technical Pission to Palestine: Please read the attached copy 
of my letter to Frankfurter. There is a real problem. N'ahum 
Goldmann thinks that the matter should be taken up with Felix next 
week with a view to getting him to pave the way for us with Dean 
Acheson, Assistant Secretary of State; and that he (Goldmann), and 
I should join you in discussing this natter with Felix . However, 
I leave that to you. I plan to leave for Washington on the 7:30 
train ~onday evening from New York and arrive there towards mid­
night. I shall be staying at the Mayflower Hotel. I plan at 
present to make a train for New York on '1'uesday afternoon though 
if necessary I could stay over until ~ednesday orning. 

LJ-.~ 
(5) Peter Bergson: ~'1,he deI!lonstratio1 i'1 '.·ashinGton yesterday, 
H seem)!Si- to have been a success. The; newspapers in particular 
?layed it up tremendously. Perhaps now our people may be more 
disposed towards cooperation with them. I take it you have fixed 
the appointment for Bergson next Tuesday . Incidentally, did you 
see Dr. ;.iargoshes' column in 11The Da;y: 11 devoted to your statement 
on the fight against the : ite ?aper"! It is splendid. 

,Jith kindest regards, 

EM/M 



Ir. INauel ■-
'129 -West End w. 
•~• York, I.T. 

1y dear IMmaela 

.AulJU' to your Letter #1 

October 8, lMI 

ThaDk 7011 tor 7t:Nr letta ot Ootober '1. I, too, aa ftry IRICla aaed 
with the break wbich we got at the A lotaent COllll!.ttee •eUJt& ot the &TA. 

llantar ADI 8-•blooa are baa11y enpaed a'\ the aaaen in gett.tna 11P a 
tentat1Ye budget. to be n-'9d at the nu\ Mltl.'llMr the :;; .. :-.:-enoy Collld.ttee. 
We are aolDc to aak up \o halt allllan d-.. ...... SIIDJ.111l•• ot the 180,000 
at1u· due the r.rgeo7 Cclllld.ttee. Ia the .... l'\ --14 be a goad t.h1llk tor 
7ou to t-1,k ~ aaae flt • ,eo • GIii t.ba &rl enc, --..-tt.N •&l'IWII th• 11P an 
the propoeal and nuutJ.a& tbia.-t pnsac-e abould 'be ht wpG11 • to Uk tcr 
this aaoaat. You llicht n talk "1th Mr. Oooaan a it, ud ludge Roamblatt. 
The IU.U'Uhl t OGl!l9 to orp it trer:, atraag~ it •1 are 1.Dtoned t their 
r9'iUMt tor •lloutiaa ot 1180,000 in. the 19" 9&iP ay be granted it 
the nHda ot the !'aar1enc17 Coaittea an aat1at1ed. 

lit,h ref anoe to Dr. Berucm. Be appaal.a to ae Ye aaoh. Kontol' haa 
been 1D touh with bia, am when I aa 1D le• York tor the a.r enq Calllldttae 
••Una, I aba.11 tr, to oloee with h1a. 

Aa t •• ~ 1a conoened - I abould lUa to ... hill el.oae. I 
haw not seen hill 1a Mll7 7ean and I abould lllca to talk with hill "91.t.a trankl,7 
and race t.o race not concern1ag only one pkrticul&r aubject auoh •• Y'OII a eat, 
aboat the Taobnical 111 aion to Paleatina, but the whole field, ud I bellew that 
he would feel freer t.o talk it there 1• no comaittee eaent,. I think 7011 a 
wait with thia teobn1l'..al aisaion tor anothar day. 

A.a tar aa Peter Be eon ia canciarned - I h&Te an appoiDtunt th hla 1n 
laah.1n&taa tfllt 100 P.11. I ahOlll.d like to t1Dcl 09\ more abotat. the relati• 
ot Bergaao t.o Colonel endelaolm &ad t.o 111• Bew Zlaaut Organiza\lOD (Rnlatoalat). 
I h&ve been a .c>J'O&Ched by Colonel llendeleobD •eeld.DI co boratl• with u and 

· tight.ing the hit• Pa • Ia there di."4aioa •1 th1a . ranka o'" • RniaiOllilta 
thuaelfta! 

I ehall be moat bap97 to sea ou. in Wa.a. n. With all 1ood wiahea, 
I reain 

Moat cord lly yours, 

AHS1Blt 



Letter li8 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SUR VEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. A.H. Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CI1Y 

October 8, 1943 

I am enclosing copies of two letters - one to 
Professor Carl Friedrich, and the other to l-.r . Andre l'eier, 
which speak for themselves. I can tell you more about these 
matters when next we meet. 

I am busy with plans for the Department of Post-\•ar 
•.conomic Planning. Above all, I am anxious to secure the 
services of a first rate professional man, preferably an 
economist, who has had planning experience. 

lhen this work was first projected early this year, 
members of the Emergency Committee, or rather the Office Com­
mittee, were most enthusiastic about it and were repared then 
to make liberal provision for i.t;· and figures of • 50,000. and 
$75,000. were freely spoken of. Actually I have as yet no 
notion of what kind of budget it will require but I assume 
that in any case an adequate budget will be granted. I think 
we can make a very big thing of it and should be able to 
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utilize this activity effectively in strengthening our political 
position. 

Dest regards, 



Dr. lriedri 
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Letter #9 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

5 21 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

October 15, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba, 

Mrs. Jacobs was in to see me today to ask my advice whether she 
should take the Chairmanship of the Committee on Research. She is 
a bit worried about sniping on the part of some of the Hadassahs 
who are personally hostile to her, etc. I told her th&t she ought 
not hesitate to take the Chairmanship provided there is a full 
understanding reached between you and her. The fact that Berkson 
will be the director of the department gives a large measure of 
assurance ; and I assured her, furthermore, that if there is an un­
derstanding between her, yourself, Montor, and Berkson, she would 
be fully protected by you against sniping or undo interference. 
She agreed, and asks that you give her an appointment some time 
Monday, prior to the meeting of the Executive Committee. She may 
see you alone or together with Berkson. In the course of the con­
versation she pointed out th&t the minutes of the last meeting of 
the Executive Committee, as circulated, contained the statement 
that after she had asked for the opportunity of discussing the 
question with you, you had replied that if she had any reservations 
on the scope of the department she should state them right then and 
there. I do not recall your saying any such thing. On the contrary, 
my impression is thet you said you would be delighted to meet her to 
discuss the matter and that was where it was left. I do not see why 
Lourie should have put all of thet stuff into the minutes. 

Berkson has had his talk with Montor and is quite pleased with the 
way it went. He is already at work on a memorandum on Absorptive 
Capacity and I am cooperating m.th him. 

I just had a talk with Israel Goldstein. At the meeting Saturday 
night he intends to raise the isfue of the manner in which the public 
relations work in the communities is to be carried on. He understands 
that your point of view and that of Montor are not quite the same: that 
Montor favors complete centralization of the direction of that work 
through the Emergency Committee, while you a.re prepared to allow for 
greater scope on the part of the Z.O.A. I reminded him th&t at the last 
meeting of the Executive Committee held on the eve of the Convention, 
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the subject was considered and it was decided thet it should be 
stet~ by ~ sub-committee of the Z.O.A., and the sub-committee 
should consist of the persons representing Z.O.A. in the Emergency 
Committee. In any case, you might as well be prepared for a dis­
cussion of this subject Saturday night. 

I wish I knew what time you will be arriving in New York Saturday 
evening. I may possibly see you before the meeting. 

As ever, 

EN:PB Emanuel Neumann 
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Letter #11 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

5 21 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

October 25, 1943 
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You will recall my having spoken to you about the Asia League. 
I am enclosing a copy of the platform which has been adopted by 
the League. I have spoken to Mrs. Halpern about it and have 
urged her to take the matter in hand. 

I am enclosing also a column concerning yourself written by 
Margoshes in The Day, but please return it for rrry file of clippings. 

As I told you on the phone, our business was JUt through with 
dispatch at the meeting of the ZOA Executive Committee Tuesday. 
At one point Goldstein did drop the remark that he had not been 
consulted by you regarding the appointments on various committees; 
and I interrupted with the retort that not to consult seems to be 
the general practice, and mentioned specifically his appointment 
of a ~inance Committee with large powers, without informing us of 
its composition even a.f'ter I had requested the information. He 
took the rap and did not pursue thBt line any further. 

At the same mAeting someone reported on the impending withdrawal 
of the American Jewish Committee from the Conference; whereupon I 
made a big fuss over it demanding and insisting that Levinthal, 
Mrs. Pool, Rothenberg and others serve notice on Proskauer in ad­
yance that they and many others will resign from the Committeea.nd, 
furthermore, that steps be taken at once to get others, even non­
Zionists, to threaten to bolt the Committee. I think they were im­
pressed and action was promised. The message you gave me in this 
connection on the phone I passed on to Feuer who promised to do what 
you suggested. 

Wednesday morning Monter came to see me about my department. I told 
him what my ideas were_, or had been., and also told him that I doubted 
whether we should go forward along the lines I hed planned because 
of the large expense involved. I pointed out to him that a sub­
stantial budget for the Economic Department might mean a reduction 
of other p~rts of the general budget. To my astonishment Montor 
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expressed himself most enthusiastically about my plans and urged 
most emphatically that I proceed. It was, in his opinion, one of 
the most important things we could do and he requested me to ~~~ 
a_memorandum giving my ideas on the scope and operation of the f 
Economic Department. I told him frankly that I hesitated to do so 
before the question Md been discussed with you furthe~ es I was 
determined to follow your views on questions which involved me as 
fully as I would on questions which involved other people. He 
pressed me, however, to submit such a memorandum and I finally 
yielded. I am forwarding to you a copy of the memorandum as I 
have drawn it up as well as copy of a letter to Montor and also 
copy of a letter to Herman Shulman. 

On the subject of the budget generally, I hs.ve this to add. At the 
meeting of the ZOA Executive Committee, Abe Goodman expres8ed some 
snxiety over the possible effect on the Jublic of so large an ap­
propriation from the K.H. and K.K. though he voted for it along with 
the rest. After the meeting he detained me for an hour setting forth 
his idea.s which were to the effect that a large political fund ought 
to be raised. He startled me not only by insisting that large sums 
could and should be secured, but also by m,.king a point that for large 
numbers of Zionists this 1 )Uld be en outlet for their anxieties and 
interests in the political effort. So many people, he urged, could 
do little or nothing in the way of political wr:<, bL1t would feel 
that they are helping if they are allowed to contribute and collect 
money for political funds. 

I reported this to Mentor the following morning e.nd he st~rtled 
me further by saying that he shared this view completely and that 
he liked the suggestion which Goodman had mfde that the funds might 
be asked to underm-ite the budget up to $SOJ,OOO, but that a. cam­
paign be conducted as a feature of our politic~l effort. I objected 
both to Goodman and Mentor that raising a political fund might divert 
the energies of our leaders from political work to fund reising, but 
neither thoue;ht th.et should be the case. I must say that I was 
somewhat shaken and run not so sure but thr t they may be on the ri.::.h t 
tr2il. 

Perhaps the thing might be tried out in a limited fashion by estab-
lishing a special Chairman's Fund to be at your disposal;- th t 
it be tried in half a dozen selected communities as an effort to be 
carried on quietly and with small groups of persons. If it seems 
to catch on, it might be done systematically end on a large scale 
throughout the country and turned into a regular political fund. 
Otherwise we can still raise fp75,000, or "100,000 or 150,000 as 
a special fund to be at your disposal. This would probably entail 
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having a special person looking after this matter '!t- utilizing 
our contacts in various places. 

You have probably seen the full page ad of the Bergson group in 
connection with the escape of Danish refugees to Sweden. They are 
holding a mass meeting at Carnegie R&ll on October 31st. They are 
certainly quick to seize upon and dramatize every· and to 
exploit it both politically and financially. ~'d.t.,J,, 

.As ev&r, 

EN:PB 
Enc. 

Emanuel Neumann 
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Letter No. 12 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

5 21 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEWYORKCI1Y 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

October 27, 194~ 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I am leaving one copy of this letter for you at the Commodore 
and mailing another copy to Cleveland. 

1) Re the Revisionists: I have had a conversation with David Wertheim, the 
upshot of which is as follows: Wertheim stated that the position of Poale 
Zion would be that the basis for an understanding with the Revisionists 
was defined and established by the international authorities, to wit, their 
return to the World Zionist Organization with a status of Junderverband. 
However, recognizing the fact that these are war vimes and that the con­
summation of such a complete return to the fold would be difficult to ef­
fectuate. he thinks his group would favor the affiliation of the .American 
Revisionists with the 2mergency Council provided they agreed in principle 
to reentering the World ZO as a J11nderverband, with all the attendant 
privileges and duties, including of course Zionist discipline. If their 
position is made clear on that score, he thought it might be possible to 
consider as a provisional measure and as the first step in the right direc­
tion their affiliation with the Emergency Council. Of course he stipulated 
that he would have to consult some of his associates before taking an offi­
cial position. I believe there may be a possibility of working out the 
problem substantially along the lines indicated. 

2) ZOA re-oresentatives on the .l!imergency Council: Yesterday I wired. you as 
follows: "Goldstein ju.st advised me he is appointing ZOA representatives on 
.l!imergency Council You may wish to consider advisability of telepnoning or 
wiring him of your interest in the matter and desire to be consul ted11 • 

I sent the telegram following a telephone call I had from Goldstein in which 
he informed me that he was reappointing me as a member of the :Emergency 
Council. I took the opportunity of pointing out to him that I was still 
not a member of the Executive Committee though I attended meetings. I also 
asked him whether he was appointing Shulman as a regular member of the Emer­
gency Council, though I did not go so far as to raise the ouestion of appoint­
ing others such as Irving Miller or ~lihu Stone or Milton Steinberg. So far 
as Shulman is concerned, Goldstein pointed out that he was 11 for the time 
being taking Szold I s place 11 • I suppose he was referring to the fact that 
Shulman had been designated as Acting Treasurer in Szold 1 s absence, also an 
anomaly since according to the By-Laws only a member of the Emergency 
Council can serve as an officer of the Council. I thought it might be pos­
sible for you to communicate with Goldstein before he had made commitments 
to various per sons. 
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3) Plans and Programs: !ilton Steinberg was in to discuss with me a 
program of work for his Committee, as others have done before him. 
I have the impression that considerable clarification is required 
regarding the detailed programs of the various Committees and Depart­
ments. They must not only be worked out ina:>me degree of detail but 
must be reviewed from the point of view of the work as a whole. Other­
wise there are bound to be duplication and confusion on the one hand 
and lacunae on the other. We ought to have a complete and integrated 
program of work, at least on paper, even if it is not carried out 100; 
in accordance with the paper plan. Such a program m.ay either be worked 
out by an individual or a comr:iittee on the basis of certain definite 
conceptions; or it can be arrived at synthetically - by piecing together 
programs submitted by various com.mi ttees. The latter would take longer. 
I therefore think that while the committees are at work &€tllaborating 
their respective programs, concurrently someone ought to work out an 
overall and inclusive program and plan. It's a big job! 

imanuel Neumann 

'N/U 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

lfovember 5. 1943 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

1) I was keenly disappointed that I could not have a good talk with you in 
Cleveland. Everything imaginable happened to prevent it. I got an early 
plane for Washington, had to rise at 4: 30 though I had got to bed only at 
2: 30 because a gentl man from ColUI!!.bus, an engineer. had to cor1e in to see 
me and we were up half the night. Some day perhaps I mey go out to Cleve­
land specially to have a long talk with you. It would be still better if 
some time when you come here we could go off for a day to the environs of 
New York. There are really a number of matters of importance I 8Z!l anxious 
to think out and talk out with you. 

2) Interview with Acheson: Goldmann and I had a very satisfactory talk with 
Acheson about the l'echnical Uission to Palestine. Re inforwed himself 
rather fully and SUf',.gested that we see Hr. ::itettinius and leave with him a 
memorandum. sending a copy to him, Acheson. after which he would talk with 

11..:.d11 , as he calls him, and try to straighten it out forus. Acheson should 
be cultivated, deciedly. Now that Sumner Welles is out. he is regarded by 
some people as the ablest man in the Department. Whether he is correspond­
ingly influential I do not know. 

3) Lilienthal: I had two long talks with David Lilienthal, Chairman of the 
TVA, who was in Washington. He is deeply interested in our proposed economic 
activities, declared he was willing to collaborate with the group we might 
set up for this purpose, and we went into considerable detail on auestions of 
program, personnel, etc. He is willing to speak to two groups of selected 
people, once in New York and once in Washington, on thesubject of The TVA 
Idea and its Possible Ap:9lication to Palestine Develo pment. This oay be a 
valuable contribution towards our effort at uoli tical education from an in­
teresting and attractive angle. Incidentally. a book by him on the TVA idea 
and program is scheduled to appear in February or March. published by 
Harper's. 

A meeting of the Consulting Board the following day, Thursdey, was 
consumed al.mo st entirely by sessions of our Engineering-Consul ting Board at 
the Department of the Interior. Professor Wolman came in from Boston, 
Colonel Parker from Boston and Lr. John L. Savage all the way from Denver -­
to attend this meeting. They went into the ~roblems thoroughly and it gave 
me a great lift to see these eminent experts, almost all Goyim. devote so 
much time and study to our pro blerns without remuneration. Hr. Savage. in 
freparatio~ for his trip to India, has collected a mass of valuable material 

n connection with da:ns, irrigation. etc., all of which he is putting at our 
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disposal gratis, and our engineers are going to Denver next week to pick 
out all material which is of interest to us. This is worth tnousands of 
dollars and represents the accumulation of forty years of study and experi­
ence on the part of the Bureau of Reclamation and its engineers. 

I also got from the1,1 some good advice and suggestions regarding the 
proposed economic studies generally. 

I had thought you would be in New York on l ondey but hear that you 
are scheduled to gp to Washington. I do hope you will be here Tuesday; 
if not, I may go to Washington and meet you there Tuesdey if you are staying 
over. I shall probably ring you up. 

4) ~conomic Department - t!ontor,.: I have been having an exchange of letters 
and telephone conversations with Montor re the Department which for the 
present leave me sor.iewhat in the air regarding his attitude. It seems to 
vary from enthusiasra to near-negation, to lukewarmness and back to near­
enthusiasm again. I am suspending judgment and further cornmi trnents until 
I have had another good talk with him, perhaps on Monday. One c~rarni tment 
I did make with regard to a yoUDg and brilliant economist, who ~ already 
here and whom I have set to work reading up available material and orient-
ing himself • .9 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ M- ~- "~f'' v.-ut. kt.. ~ 
"'~"1 ~ ~~~~,ooo~ ~r:f°~~~(f~(J;;.j}~·~. J 

5) Campaign against White Paper: Judging by the crowds our meetings are 
drawing, the campaign in catching on. Personally I have little doubt and 
never did have it that the British Government 1'111 meet our attack by mak­
ing a gesture: an announcement t11at the 30,000 unused certificates will be 
kept available for us to use later when travel can be resumed. This will 
undoubtedly be regarded by many as an important concession and something of 
a political victor~ and in a sense it will be. Yet it would leave us 
politically speaking precisely where we were. Such a victory would also 
entail serious disadvantages: (a) An announcement of that kind would in 
effect reaffirm the White Paper by limiting the cf fer of certificates to 
the number included in the provisions of the White Paper: (b) It would pre­
sent the British Government in a comparatively favorable light in the eyes 
of many - too favorable, in view of the limited nature of the "concession". 
There is of course al so the danger that they may accorrmany such an announce­
ment with a gesture in the direction of the Arabs by way of balance. As you 
know, the rumors are that in London they are preparing for further steps in 
the implementation of the White Paper, presumably with respect to its consti­
tutional provisions. All of these considerations ere undoubtedly present to 
your mind but I thought I would mention them just the same. 

Internally in our circles here, there is contin~ing discussion about 
the line we are to follow. Some people (Boukstein, et al) are apparently 

, spreading the rumor tnat the propaganda of the Emergency Council for the next 
half year at least will be all on the White Paper with little or nothing said 
about the Jewish Commonweal th. Horeover • this is already being related to 
Een Gurion 1 s resignation and his alleged uifference with Weizmann on policy. 

'Confidentially, I am told that Bob Silverman in a private conversation has 
expressed the view that all ~forts should be concentrated on the White Paper 
and that it may have been a mistake to have fought as we did on the Common­
wealth formula and that we can get greater unifieu backing by concentrating 
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~ 
on the White Paper soft-pedalling the Cor.nnonweelth. Undoubtedly there 
are people who are trying to set up an antithesis between a 11 Weismann line", 
i. e., anti-W'.nite Paper, and a 11Ben Gurion line~ for a Jewish CoI!lI?lonwealth 
and to involve you in this antithesis. If l!ontor ulans to direct the propa­
ganQa strictly on the White Paper basis, it would I think be unfortunate. 
In any case it may be desirable for you to clarify this further and to 
scotch the kind of talk to which I refer. 

Meanwhile the conversations which Rosenman and Meyer had at the White 
Rouse are all to the good and certainly encouraging. 

With best regards to Virginia and yourself, as ever 

'Emanuel heumann 



Letter No. 14 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

5 21 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

November 9, 1943 

At long last I am sending you a copy of Dr. 
Petegorsky 1 s memorandum on the Emergency Committee 
written last spring. I tnink it is still interesting. 

Still no word from Montor regarding the pro­
posed Economic Department; so that for the present I 
am doing nothing on that, or for that matter on any 
other phase of the work of the Emergency Council. Nor 
do I know what other committees or departments are do­
ing, ~ J CL-.- ,..,..._._.__ ~ ~ '-• • .,..;:(-~ ~ ~ fr'. 

EN/M 
(Enc.) 

When shall we meet again? 

As ever, 

l£manuel N eurnann 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveh:.nd, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

November 9, 1943 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

At a meeting of our Commission yesterday, I reported on the 
sessions of our Consul ting Board held last week and the encouraging 
opinions expressed by the experts concerning the feasibility of the 
projects under consideration. At which Judge Rothenberg was strongly 
of the opinion that we should no longer delay making use of these 
studies as !JOli ti cal leverage. This, he pointed out, had been the 
intention from the beginnin~. A good deal of money and effort have 
gone into the work and the fullest advantage should be taken of the 
results thus far obtained and the encouraging opinions expressed. 
M0 reover, he felt, no time should be lost since

1 
an arentlY, nolicies 

are now in the making. 

Concretely, Rothenberg suggested that the members of our 
Consulting Board, to whom Jr. Lilienthal might be added, should secure 
if possible an interview with the President, report to him directly, 
and try to impress him with the possibilities in Palestine as they now 
see them. A memorandum, he thought, might also be prepared end sub­
mitted;but one is never sure whether such documents are read and what 
effect, if any, they produce; whereas a personal interview in which 
eminent persons, some of them known to the President personally, take 
part may exert some influence. 

Goldr:lann thought it was an idea worth considering, and I 
undertook to communicate the suggestion to you. We would of course 
have to find out if these experts are prepared to go before attem~ting 
to secure an interview. The Chainnan of the Consulting Board, Pro­
fessor olman, is a good Jew and a good Zionist. He is also a fluent 
and persuasive speaker. - Lr. $avage expects to go to India soon and 
since he is exceedingly important as an expert, no time should be 
lost if we want him to particinate. 

Don't you think this is an idea worth following un? And 
do you think it necessary or advisable to bring it up for considera­
tion at the next meeting of the Executive Cammi ttee of the Emergency 
Council? 

~ 
In t 10 mean time, in any case I ar:i planning to have Colonel 

,, I' 
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Parker prepare a paper on the whole subject which could be put to 
use in various ways. 

EN/M 

Please let me have your reaction. 

As ever, 

Emanuel :Neumann 



•r. Emanuel feumann 
521 Fifth Avenue 
lev; York, • Y. 

BoveJ1ber 11, 194~ 

In Ans r to y:>ur L~tter /ilS 
y dear ~anueli 

The uestion of a visit to the President is bein 
a ,roached from v rious uigles. s you know e have repured 
a memorandum on the absorptive capacity f P lestine to be 
res nted to Secret ry Hull and the President. Felix 1· rank.furter 

has seen the e orandum and h s ·de certain sug"'estions. The 
uestion as to who is to see the Prasident is now under consideration. 

Our origi;.:tl. thought was th t Fr~nkfu.rter, h self, or Jui e Rosenman, 
r the two of them to..,..ether should see him, talk to him about the 

entire situ tion and resent him ith t e me ora.ndum, tor it seems that 
wh· tis botheriiig the President most is t e absorptive capacity ot 
Palestine. In this connection it i ht be advisable to add one economic 
ex ert such as olman or r. Lilienthal to the delegation. The matter 
will be discu3sed t tha .eetin of the ..;mer-ency Council next ondo.y. 

1th all goo:i ishcs, I remain 
I 

Ver' cordi lly · ours, 

s,mc 



\ \ 

Rove _er l~, 1943 

r. el lfawman 
2 i!'H'th Avenue 
i,w York, ;, • 1. 

y de r · Wl\UJ • 

0 ve , C>U a 1,uall _nw "at • -:rail ola on t.~ ecc.,n0li11C 
dev lo~ ent of al.eatin in reca t ye &, d 1t, 
industrial and agr!aultural poas1 ilitieg. lt need 
not b too technical nor too co.pr• naive, ut eno~ 
to dhabuse a ouain••• man of the idea that aleet1ne 
lack ne.tu.r-sl re■ource1 ~nd therefore will not auatain 

aubatant1al populat1,,n. There have been maey -articlea 
on the aubJect 1 but I do not attem to b ble to put m7 
fin r on a printed ol" a mimeographed pmnpblet on th1a 
subject. It you haves e aucb a."f'nU le, pleaae let 

e have it. 

i th all good wish••• I remain, 

Very cordlall7 7 urs • 

.ARS:IlB 



_ r. Emanuel Neumann 
521 Fifth Avet1ue 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Ecanuel: 

December 6, 1943 

Mr. lbert Epstein, of Chicago, made s:-eeial trip t, 
Cleveland to spe.rd Sun·ay with me und to discuss a. _roject ,hich 
he has in mini and .,hich he may at some time or other . ve 
brought to your attention. This concerns tue holding of n 
Economic Conf erenee some time in Llarch to hich economists, 
experts o.f a.11 kinds., financiers, businessmen, etc., say about 
seventy-five to a hWldred all told, should be invited to talk 
over the Palestine _roblem from its acono~ic ·s~ects. I aJli 
very much impressed . · th the idea and its value to us both fro.n 
au economic and ~ oli tic::al p:,int of view. I su gested to him that 
the Past-War Economic Co."'U'lli.ttee of the Emergency Council ~ould 
be the _ oper body to or0 rmi-e this roject, to ,hich he a reed. 
I advised him to get in touch with • ou and with one :0r tuo of 
our friends of the"Heder" in Was· ·ngton to tall the matter ver, 
and if the proj.ect is found desirable, to ~roceed -ith the planning 
and the arr gementa. 

I think th.:s would perha.s be one of t11e most :important 
activities mich your Coi::mittee could undertake. I am lting 
this to you so th t ' hen Mr. E,stein cont·cts you, you :11 have 
the background. I hop that orn-a.nizational cro s eurrents ·11 
not scuttle the project. · 

· i th all good l!i s!'1es I I remain 

ost cordi~lly yours, 

AHS:BK 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEwYoRK CnY 

December 6, 1943 

Here are a few 1 tems which have accumulated: 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

1) Interview with Stettinius: I found the Under Secretary very charming 
and very sympathetic. Almost at the start, he began to fire questions 
at me about Palestine in general: What were the British up to? Wey were 
they behaving as they are? Oughtn't we (America) step into the picture? 
etc., etc. Not wishing to go into a long political conversation, I 
answered him very briefly and said that the present policy amounted to 
abrogation of the Mandate and the conversion of Palestine into a British 
Crown Colony in fact, if not in form. 

In reply, he said 11:But that's all wrong; that is not what ought to 
happen. Don't you think we ought to have something to say on the question? 11 

I replied that Anerica certainly had a right to intervene and told him 
briefly wey, but added 11Our Government thus far has declined to intervene, 
leaving the Jewish National Home to its fate. 11 - He insisted on knowing why 
the :Sri tish carried out such a policy, and again I tried to explain to him, 

.J\ M<.. f c") ty , about the different schools of thought - the one 
11 pro-Zionist11 and the other 11 pro-Arab11 in orientation; and he kept repe.at­
ing: 11 I can't see it~*~ ~f •· €.1<.. 

As to the dispatch of our engineer, he could see no reason why anyone 
could possibly object since a former TV.A. engineer was certainly not going 
to engage in political activity. I warned him that the people in the Near 
East division have not been and are not likely to be particularly sympa­
thic, to which he replied: 11 They will have to do a lot of tall selling to 
convince me. 11 

I left him a memorandum I had prepared, and he promised to go into 
the matter and let me hear from him next week, i. e., this week. As I 
was leaving, he told me that he was working for the establishment of 
refugee reception camps in Spain, Portugal, Switzerland and elsewhere in 
order to encourage as many refugees as possible to escape. He asked 
whether I thought it was the right thing to do, and I said 11 Of course; 
and also, and above all, Palestine." 11 Why 11 , he asked, 11 hasn1 t it been 
done; why haven't arrangements for such camps been made. 11 I replied: 
"I suppose there was no one with sufficient interest and determination 
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to see such measures through." 

All in all, I got the impression of a very well meaning, human 
and impulsive person - and rather green. I suppose he will be indoc-
trinated in due course. For the moment, he is extremely receptiver~f,.l~ . 
His attitudes are in the process of formation, and I would certainly --d 
urge cultivating him, getting him if possible outside the State Depart-
ment for a couple of long talks on the Jewish question, the possibilities 
of Palestine, etc. I think you ought to try to do this personally. You 
are the best man for the purpose. 

2) Economic Studies: l,_w~~ somewhat takBn aback by what I heard froci Dr. 
Josef Colm and Rabbi ~ about Mr. Blinken' s Washington group and the 
impression they seem to have gotten from their brief conference with you 
at the hotel. The feeling seems to be that they have become the non­
official but recognized agency for carrying on the economic studies and 
planning; in other words, that they would carry out a program virtually 
coextensive and identical with the program which I am preparing to have 
carried out between the Committee on Economic Studies and Planning of the 
Emergency Council and the Commission on Palestine Surveys. Obviously, if 
that group is to undertake such a broad program with the blessing of the 
Emergency Council and with its cooperation - I understand from J~ that 
they are to get a room or rooms in our Washington office - there would be 
no need for us to have a committee or a budget, or for me to be endeavor­
ing, as I am now, to secure supplementary funds from private sources. I 
can only conclude that there mu.st be some misunderstanding or confusion. 

As I may be leaving tomorrow for a ten day trip to exico, it may 
be advisable for you to write to Mr. Marcy Blinketi to set him right before 
any cooplications arise. I think he should be made to understand that we 
have not abandoned our plans; and that while there is every desire to en­
courage initiative on the part of so splendid a group as they have, obvi­
ously they should adjust their activities to our plans and endeavor to 
reach an understanding with us, with a view to fruitful cooperation and 
coordination and the avoidance of duplication or conflict. A word of 
warning and good counsel now m~ avoid head.aches later. - If for some 
reason I do not leave this week, I will perhaps write you more fully on 
the subject. J"' ~ e.4AJZ., J) ~ r wd.f ~ ~fu,.: ~ ~ ~ ~• 

3) Isaiah Bowman: On reflection, I tho~ht that a memorandum from Dr. 
Berkson or some other Zionist would be~• little help. Besides, it became 
clear that the President had left long before we got wind of this matter. 
The proper procedure, it seems to me, would be to have a personal confer­
ence with Dr. Bowman, preferably on a constructive rather than negative 
approach, i. e., to solicit his cooperation in studying certain phases of 
the Palestine problem and co~ to ,;Jl,ips with him on the general 
1 ssue1 in the process. <f 

4) Herzliah: I have been asked to intercede with you on behalf of the 
Herzliah High School here. There is a group of some of our finest people 
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who are trying to place the institution upon a sound financial basis, 
including such generous men and fine Zionists as Israel Matz and William 
Salzman. The Herzliah is not just another Hebrew school. It is apotent 
influence for Jewish Nationalism and Hebraic culture and is now being 
conducted in the spirit of traditional Judaism. If you could see your 
way to speaking at their banquet, it would no doubt be deeply appreciated 
by wide circles here. 

5) White Pa~er Campaign: There is a general feeling of satisfaction over 
the fact that you have cleared the air and indicated the proper line to 
be followed. Perhaps you might take an early occasion to make a speech 
or issue a new statement in connection with the White Paper Campaign, 
which will clearly indicate the line for American Zionism to follow. 

EN/11. 

With warmest regards to the family and yourself, 

Faithfully yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 
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Letter No. 18 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CllY 

December 7. 1943 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I am wholly in agreement with you regarding the proposed 
Economic Conference. Epstein spoke to me about the matter on more 
than one occasion. He also discussed it with the Keren Hayesod 
people and I understand that they even passed a motion to the effect 
that they would be prepared to sponsor such a conference provided 
their doing so was approved by all concerned. I told them. of course, 
that nothing further should be done until the matter had been consid­
ered by the officers of the Emergency Council. 

I agree with you that the Committee on Economic Studies and 
Planning is the proper group to handle this matter. I am writing to 
Dr. A. K. Epstein to suggest that he confer with me personally about 
the matter upon my return fDom Mexico. I an planning to fly this 
evening. 

The Washington group will probably not wish to have aeything 
to do with a public conference or to be in a:ny way connected with it. 
I even douht the advisability of Epstein's taking it up with them. 

EU/M 

I will certainly tackle this matter upon my return. 

With warmest regards. as ever 

Faithfully yours. 

' J 
,r-:) 

Emanuel l'foumann 
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Mr. F.alanWtl Heumann 
521 Pitth .A.venue 
New York, R.Y. 

My dear lmanuela 

Deoobar 20, 194S 

't aa eendina you a copy or a letter whioh 
I received trm • Blinken, lind alao my reply to 
hill. I think the two ot you should sit down and 
talk over the entire •tt.er am arrive at a aatiataotor,y 
modu apeftlldi. 

I • al.ao ••Ddinc you a le\ter which • 
Blinken &4dnsead to Ir. Epatala. I oannot follow 
Mr. BUnkea on that point. I tbiak h lconOllic 
Contereno• ahowd be held, and as earq aa possible. 
We need it in om- politioal work and•• cannot delq 
valuable and necesaary propaganda tor three-quarten 
ot a year until the dat1n1t1ve report of the economic 
pot.entiallt1aa ot Palestine is ooapletecl. There 
1a great value 1n such a 1tudy and it should be made. 
I am glad th&t Mr. Robert Bathan am hi• start are 
at work. MI al10 think that a very ettectift 
cant'erenoe can be held, auch ae outlinild b.Y Ill'. 
Epstein. Thia matter, too, you sb.oul.4 ·diaoua with 
Ir. B11Dk•n. 

AHSaBK 
lhc. - S 

With all Sood wishes, I rQllln 

Very oordially youre, 





Letter ?Io. 19 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

5 21 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

December 22, 1943 

I have just returned from rey Mexican trip and intend 
to report to you on it more fully in another letter. We had 

MURRAY HILL 2.,0694 

a busy time and on the whole, a successful visit. The Mexican 
Jewish community is growing up, is rapidly increasing 1 ts con­
tributions to the Palestine funds and will, I think, effectively 
substitute for one of the European communities in that respect. 

Mr. Lipsky and I called on Ambassador Aessersmith and 
Ambassador Oumansky. A Mexican Pro-Pal est ine Commit tee was al so 
launched. We managed to crowd quite a bit into one week's acti­
vity. 

I will answer your letter presently about the Economic 
Conference. Robert liathan 1 s Outline of Economic Studies has not 
been sent to me and I have not seen it. Perhaps you can lendme 
your copy. 

I was glad to hear that the Conference on the twelfth 
was a success and that your policy prevailed. 

El-T/M 

When do you plan to be in New York or Washington again? 

With best regards, as ever 

Emanue 1 lr euma.nn 
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Letter No. Z'J 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEWYORKCI1Y 

December 23 , 1943 

I have now been here some twenty-four hours and am beginning 
to get the drift of what has been going on during the past fortnight. 
On one aspect of the internal situation I feel I should report to you 
promptly. 

Months ago the opposition to you and your leadership was badly 
scotched and suppressed but not killed. The little group known as the 
11 Young Turks 11 were temporarily demoralized but did not give up. The 
cor::rpleteness with which Szold, who was supposed to be their leader, had 
made up with you also tended to remove the ground from under their feet: 
but Boukstein in particular made it his business the repair the breaches 
and to hold the fort until Szold's return . Far from giving up the ghost 
or disbanding, they resumed their meetings, clustering for the tine ueing 
around Goldstein, with :Boulcstein as the 1-.,,.f.JJ 1r, le I under stand 
they had a meeting very recently to 11 decide 11 matters and one of the 
things decided upon, as youprobably know, is to make Heller your successor 
as Chairman of the UPA. The JNF position has not yet been disposed of be­
cause of ... othenberg' s disinclination to accept the Presidency. He fears 
any such position may prejudice his chances in his juristic career. 

Boukstein loses no opportunity to make capital of whatever hap­
nens. A.t the moment he and others like him are talking about the unsatis­
factory state of affairs in the Emergency Committee: the''extravagance'; the 

"waste'' of money, the"breach" between yourself and Montor, the likelihood of 
the Emergency Committee• s 11 exploding in everybody's face". One might 
have thought that these people, professing to be Maximalists and staunch 
adherents of the ColllI!lonwealth policy, would rally to your support pre­
cisely at the moment when you are resisting any deviation and insisting 
upon a clear-cut policy. :But principles are one thing and 11politics 11 

quite another •.. 

All of this confirms my earlier opinion that we should not have 
disbanded or demobilized our following after the Convention. It was a 
mistake to assume that the opposition would accept the settlement sin­
cerely and cooperate wholeheartedly . As things turned out, our people 
ceasea regarding themselves as a group to uphold your leadership, while 
the others have been very busy mending their fences ann reestablishing 
their shaken control of the movement . While ,ve have undoubtedly lost 
some ground. it is not too late to retlieve it. I believe we shall have 

-. 
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to call our friends together from time to time and keep them on their 
toes and we shall have to give more attention to strengthening the in­
ternal front. ~nis mu.st be done not in order to emulate the others in 
playing politics but in order to safeguard larger interests of the move­
ment. Unless the internal situation is taken in hand, we are likely to 
witness in due course a concerted attack upon your position and leader­
ship and what is even more serious, upon the policy and program that 
you have set up. 

I know just how you must feel about the whole matter. No one 
who, like yourself, is deeply concerned for the cause and our political 
struggle can help feeling disgusted by the necessity of fighting on the 
internal front as well. But no great statesman and popular leader, not 
even Roosevelt and Churchill, is exempt from this necessity. It is 
part of the business and en indispensable part at that. I have no doubt 
the situation can be mastered once you make up your mind to take neces­
sary measures and to devote to it a fraction of. your attention. 

With best regards to Virginia and yourself, as ever 

Emanuel Neumann 

EN/M 



Ir. .. •• 1 I 
521 rutb .... 
Bew York, 11.Y. 

Uy dear &-.Dula 

I u oloeing herewith the reaolut.1an 11h1oh was 
adopted b,) w r..-p aHtill& ot labbia in Clllcumat"l, 
and a copy of rq let.ter to Rabbi Heller. I would avuest 
th&t 1ou. ,aaice copiles oftha &Di ahow them to Ill". Gooc!au, 
\o whom I prom.Nd to sem one, as well u to Lipsky, 
Yr. Gt1llun of tbe :il:.:rachi, i:..r. lertb.eia or someone elu 
or tne Poale Zion, ./J:ld to S\&Oh other pao,t>le as show.cl &N 1\. 

t read ·10-.ir letter #dJ ~ ala 1a agreement. with 
1 t. enever you 4e8il t a occ.is iM,'l;aa:W.-.s, &rr&.Jlie to~ 
aoae int'or.ul&l &•the;ri.ag ~t, a home •4ere our gr~ C£n be 
r&llied. 

ith all &OGd 'ahes. I rElll&iD 

Very cordi 1.J yo\&l"a, • 
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Letter No . 21 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Teillple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CIIT 

December 24, 1943 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

This is my third letter to you since my return from 
Lrexico; but then you had a fortnight I s peace before that. 

This is about the Robert Nathan - lfarcy Blinken project. 
Upon my return to my desk I found there had been no letter or 
message from Blinken or from anyone else connected with the group. 
However, in the course of a conversation which I had with Abe 
Goodman, he told me that he had just been aPProached by Dewey Stone 
on behalf of the Blinken - Nathan project. According to Stone, 
$75,000 was needed for a wonderful piece of work and he wanted 
money from the Keren Hayesod. Good.man told him there was no chance, 
particularly since the Emergency Cormnittee had established a Conrait­
tee on Economic Studies, and whatever money could be provided by 
the Fund would go to that Committee. He also pointed to the exist­
ence of the Commission on Palestine Surveys. Goodman thought that 
I ought to have a talk with Dewey Stone, and accordingly I met him 
last evening, when we spent two or three hours together. 

It seems that Blinken is now trying to raise money for the 
project: $75,000. One of the people he wrote to was Mr. Louis 
Ruskin , one of Weizmann's friends in Washington, who is well-to-do 
and is also connected with the ~ashington group. It ap~eared from 
that leiter that Blinken was counting on raising_r __ ~bstantial sum 
from the Tew England group: Dewey Stone, Harry ~ne, Louis 
Foster, etc. Ruskin sent the letter to Stone, at the same time ex­
pressing his misgivings about the procedure. He questioned the 
validity of the argument that the work of this group will be 
credited by the Goverrunent with 11objectivi ty 11 if they kept them­
selves technically outside the orbit of the Zionist movement. He 
feels that there may be aspects to the work having political impli­
cations and reqtiring close contact with the official agencies. He 
also expresses the view that if the program is approved by the 
official agencies, it had best be financed by the Zionist funds. 
Dewey Stone is prepared to consider contributing and raising money 
among other Zionists for this purpose but is not quite clear how 
the work is to be coordinated and related to official Zionist acti­
vities in the same field. He showed me a copy of the outline of the 
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proposed survey, which I read with interest. 

It was clear at once that it was intended to include within 
the scope of the survey questions with which we are now dealing, such 
as water resources, agricultural possibilities, etc. The Jordan Valley 
Authority scheme is specifically mentioned in the outline. When I ex­
pressed some astonishment that this outline had been drawn up without 
any a·ttempt at consultation with me, Stone told me that he understood 
that instructions were to be issued, preswnably by Weizmann, to me or 
to the Commission, to place all our material and data at the disposal 
of Messrs. Blinken and Nathan so that they may incorporate the results 
of our studies in their over-all survey. A fine kettle of fish! 

.::.---- -
You will recall that when you told me about your meeting with 

the Washington group, I expressed at once my misgivings about the out­
come. 3linken had succeeded in interesting Nathan, which is cll to 
the good. He then proceeded to secure from you ~ tacit or half­
expressed approval of their program; and

1
I said, on t be strength of 

these two facts, he would begin to raise money among our friends and 
fellow Zionists for a project, the direction of which he would care­
fully keep away from Zionist influence or supervision. So there it 
is! Here are the very people upon whom I was relying to supplement 
the budget to be provided by the Emergency Council and who are being 
asked to give their money to be administered by Mr. Blinken and to help 
build up an Institute carefully insulated against Zionist contacts. 

Shortly after I spoke with Stone on the telephone yesterday, 
I had a call from Mr. Blinken. He had probably heard that Stone was 
going to dine with me and was getting worried so he called me up and 
said he wanted to have a talk with me sooe time next week. I don't 
know whe'lrer you wrote him a letter as I suggested to you, but I shall 
receive him, of course, if he wants to call and see what develops. 

My own view I expressed to Dewey Stone at the conclusion of 
our conference last night. I consider Nathan and the othsrs very valu­
able and I consider it most desirable to utilize their services in ap­
propriate form. I would go a long way to meet their wishes for autonomy, 
etc., but there are limits to the price we should pay. I do not believe 
that the organization should abdicate its position of authority and re­
sponsibility in the field of economic planning. They should be encour­
aged and even helped to go on, provided they agree to the establishment 
of the proper relationship which will avoid unnecessary duplication and 
waste of ooney, end also safeguard the political interests and require­
ments of the movement. It is all a quest ion of tr. Blinken, and if I 
read him aright, he will adjust himself if he finds a firm attitude on 
the part of t.Jao Je;vi~leadership and the reluctance of a part of our 
Zionists to finance his operations as a whollay independent proposition -
a little kingdom of his own. 
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Letter l!o, 22 
y 
• COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK CITY 

December 29, 1943 

/. You may have heard by this time from Abe Goodman that the 
Sub-Comrnittee had agreed to meet with you some time Monday, although 
Boukstein put up a strong but losing fight to have Dr. Heller also 
invited to be present. That boy is a bit too clever! ·~ id _A.a~~ ~i...~r~"""· ·-~~·'! ~r-·-~- J 

1. I received your letter of the twenty-eighth with enclosures 
and a~ getting them copied and distributed. I should like to arrange 
a get-together of our group of friends , possibly for next Tuesdey 
evening, January 4th. Please let me know promptly whether that would 
be o. K. so that I may give the people sufficient notice in advance. 

3, I am going ahead with the plans for the Economic Conference, 
provided I can get a number of really competent people to present 
worthwhile papers. I hope I will. In that case it may be desirable 
to publish the best napers in a collection - a little volume dealing 
with the Economic Aspects of Palestine and its Possibilities. A de­
cision regarding this point ought to be made now because the prospect 
of publication may influence the decision of some people in favor of 
participating and undergoing the labor of preparing high. grade papers. 
All in all, financial provision has to be made for a Conference, in­
cluding traveling expenses for a number of the experts we would invite, 
possibly a few moderate lecture fees, and publication, to which I re­
ferred. I would suggest tentatively an allocation of $2500., though. I 
hope we will not have to expend that much. Please advise. 

4/. I see that my Cleveland speech has elicited comment on the 
score of heresy. I had a letter from Mrs. Epstein, though it was limited 
to a request for an explanation or amplification of my views. I did so 
in two letters, copies of which I am enclosing. On the other hand, Judge 
Levinthal sent me a letter expressing strong approval, and I ao enclosing 
a letter of that too. As for !.!r. Gellman, I am writing him and may send 
you a copy. I agree, of course, that discipline re~uires that no Zionist 
in a responsible position should express views which diver~ge or are in 
conflict with the official line. But then the question arises, of course, 
whether such a divergence or deviation actually exists. There is no point 
in muzzling our speakers or making them simply repeat theroselves monoton­
ously while forbidding them to elaborate their views on any point. The 
defect of 1r. Gellroan 1 s letter is that he fails to point out wherein my 
statements are inconsistent with the official stand. 
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i'lhile I ar;:i at it, I would like to caution against permitting 
questions regarding my Cleveland speech to be introduced into the 
discussion which you intend to have regarding the resolution of the 
Union of .American Hebrew Congregations. Su.ch an attempt may be made 
in order to becloud and confuse that issue. I would have po objection 
whatever to having my speech discussed by the Committee; but then it 
should be discussed absolutely apart fro~ Heller's resolution, as an 
entirely seperate and distinct item. 

Uot having heard from Blinken, ,Ionday, Tuesday or today, I am 
sending him a letter, copy of which I am enclosing. 

EU/M 
(Enc.) 

As ever, 

Yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 
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Pfua _________________ _ 

------- --

-~-
/ 

---------------------
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} l l/ 3 /9_ , 
WANT A REPLY? 

11 Answer by WESTERN UNION'• 
or similar phrases may be 
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Mr. Emanuel e~ 
521 P'ittk venue 

ew York, N.Y. 

My ear ama 

Dacemb r 31, 1943 

e ueat I sent ·so to lihaiJI 
r enb rg. I.,uu•IDUich e eting w s n~ held 

I think the m zumah ah be t ed to e for 
other uses. 

i th all good wishes, I remain 

ost corcl1eJ.l.¥ yours, 

AHS1BlC 

P.S. I read our letters in the "J ah Frontier". 
The a exqw. 1te}¥ tine. Sulaaith Schwartz 
had spoken to me about ha.vin them put in a 
little booklet, pu"t>l1s ad• 1dely dis ributed. 
I heartil.y 1n vor of t. Please et in 
t uch 1th her ao thut the thing c n be att med 
to ediately. I received a letter from Dr. 
Tara.knath Das this momil\5 in .vhich he also 
raises your letters to a ritish liber l in hi hest 

t • 



PHONE CE N TRAL 4285 \ 

◊ 
E?STEllN IlffiYN01DS & HARRIS 
CONSULTING CHEMISTS anc[ bNGINE£Rs 

5 South Wahasli.J/venue 
Chicago 
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C ABLE A D D R ESS 

EMARGO t;- CHICAGO 

January 6, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. &ilver: 

It seems that whatever you try to do in connection with the Emergency 
Committee -- whether it is in the political field or in the economic 
field -- you are meeting complications. In connection with the latter, 
I am endeavoring to assist you and straighten out the difficulties 
involved. 

Both Mr. Blinken and Mr. Neumann seem to misunderstand their respec­
tive functions and hence have created unnecessary complications. 4r. 
Neum&nn believes that he ought to be the man to conduct this research 
and that it was up to him to retain [r. Nathan on his staff; Mr. 
Blinven believes that this job belongs to him, but complains bitterly 
that he asked you for a copy of the preliminary survey made by the 
Survey Commission and did not get it. 

In my attached memorandum I am making it clear to both gentlemen that 
they have nothing to fight about, that it is not necessary for ~r. 
Blinken to run to you for details since after all you are the chief 
of fourteen committees, and Mr. Biinken can straighten this matter 
out with ~r. Neumann very easily. Vice versa, I am telling Mr. Neumann 
the limits of his committee and hinting very gently that he also must 
discipline himself. 

I hope you don't mind t ~e manner in which I have written that letter. 
I will do all I can to straighten matters out. 

iith best regards, 

ea 

SinrelO/ 
Alb~. Epstein 

P.S. I have not yet returned the book which I have taken from your 
library. I am not reading it but studying it. I am going on a vacation 
for two ~eeks and would like to take it along with me to make some notes. 
I hope your librarian wo11't mind. Ho~ever, if she insists, I will 

~ ~ 
ff 'l return it. 

J 
1.f7so~~~ 



r 
...... --

fl>Sl'EIN REYNOLDS fd HA1lUUS 
CONSULTING CuBMISTs ant{ bNGINBER.S 

5 South 'Wabash Jt1enw 
Chicago 3 

Jr . M. H. Blinken, President 
American Palest ine I s t itut e , Inc . 
165 Broadv1'a 

e York Cit y 

Dear Mr . Blinken: 

Janue.r 6, 1944 

PHONE CENTRAL 4285 

I a r capi t ulat ing the subj c t matter of t he everal conferences 
- had ~ith you an t he discus ions I had wi t h Dr. c11ver , 1r . 
Emanuel Ne ann Dr . Er nst Ber gmann and o t hers relc...ting 'li o t he 
work of t he I s t itut e and t he pr ogr m y.rhi<;h h s been undert aken 
by M.r . eumann . I a e de· vorl.ng t o c l a r ify h·e is ues an reduce 
t h m t 9 t he imples t t er ms . 

1 . As I underst Pnd from y u your In t i t u t e has under t aken a Re-
earch Pro j ect under t h gui ince of 11fr. R. Nat han a.n his essociat es 

and have comrni t t e yo rsel f t o a s m f :·75 , 00 . 00 to defray the 
expenses invol ved in the re s earch and the o ey ~i l l e raised by 
your Ins t itute fro individual s . This project vill cov r the 
Economic Development of Palestin , its future potent ialities, and 
general plans of i pl me tin~ t ~ potential ities in practice . 

2 . I t is understood , altho gh 
private contri utions , t hat it 
fin~ings of the inves t igation 
Je.ri h Agency . 

this project is being paid for by 
is not a p i v&.te venture i ·hat t he 
ill be t urned over t om mbers of the 

3 . .e m st also tar.:e into consideration t he fact th«t t he J" e 1sh 
Age,,cy has sanctioned t he orga izat ion of t he Zionis t merg ucy 
Council , hich is headed by Dr . i l ve:r . Dr . Silver h appoint ed 
fourt een commit t ees , among ~hich is a Committ ee for the Economic 
Planning fo r Pal est i e , neaded by Mr . E'man el Neumann . I t is y 
under5tanding from Dr . Silver t ha t t he func t ion of t he Commit t ee is 
to cor elat t he variou activities in t he f i eld of econo ic planning 
for P l est ine and t o keep t he Emerg ncy Committee inf rmed regarding 
variou activities by your group as well as ot her groups in t his 
field. In addi t ion, J.r . Emanuel Neumann wa appoint ed , as I under­
stand, by Dr . 1eizmann as Administra t or of a Commission for alestine 
Survey, -;riich is carrying on engineering survey in connec t ion ith 
t e JVA rojec t . 

4. In vie of t he fac t t hat a project of your In t i ute cannot be 
eons idered a privat e ventur a l though i t is fi ance by pr i vate funds 
since you hav commi t t ed yourself to present t he findings to the 
head of t he Je i sh Agency,~~,, your I nsti t ute must be in 
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cont ct with t he various ot her official commit t ees of t he Zio ist 
ovement w ich are carrying out work in t h.i field. Your Commi t t J , 

t herefor e , cannot disregar d t he Committ ee of J!;Conomic Planning 
a ppointed by Dr . Silver a 1:ell as t he work headed by Mr . Emanuel 
Neumann in rel ,.. t ion to t he surv ey . By t he same t oken Mr . Emanuel 
veumann cannot disregard , in my opinio, t he work hich is being 
carried out by your Committee . Both Commi t t ees ust , t herefor e , 
cooper t e henever possible and rhenever necessary. 

5. It ~as sugges t ed t a t a Conference on t he economic pot entialities 
of Palestine should be hel d under the auspices of t he Palestine 
Foundat ion Fund and t he Zionist Emer gency Council . In view of the 
fact that Mr . Emanuel Neumann has been appointed by Dr . Silver as 
Chai.rman of such acti vities, it is t herefore n cessary that your 
Institute shoul d collabor~ t e wi t h hi m s much as possible to make 
t his Conference a success . As stated in y pr evious l etter , it may 
not be necessary for Mr . Nat han to deliver a pc:.per, but there is no 
reason rhy other embers of t he group should not participate in t he 
pr ogram if the Arr ngements Com.~itt ee deems it advisable . 

6. I understand t hat your Co;nmittee has r equested certain prelimina.ry 
surveys which have been prepared by- :,r . Em nuel ,eu ann ' s Commission . 
It ~eems to me ths.. t you shoul · not c c,nt a c t Dr . Silver a s he i s 
Chair• 1an cf four t een committees &.nd t her for e 1,e hes appointed sub­
chairman , --in this ca se 7ir . Emanuel eumann . I c::.m conficient t hat if 
1ir. Nat han and yoursel ~,ill contact Mr . Emanuel • .'eurnann to discuss 
t hi• ~att er , he will be h .ppy to give you t he informa t ion on hand, 
since t his information is t he pr operty of the Jewish Agency and no t 
privat e _ro er t y . 

In conclusion, ve must clear ly understand t ha t t here is no com et ition 
bet \leen t he t wo committees . Some .ork may be overl pping, but t hi s 
may be useful as t he problem m y be approached by t he h 'o commi ttee s 
from different angles . It is also suggest ed t hat f rom time t o t ime 
member s of t he Insti tute sh uld meet \'\i t h members of ~,r . Neumann ' s 
Co~, ittee to discuss t he progress of r esearch nd Keep each ot er in­
fo rmed of t heir respective i ctivities . 

In t hese di fficult days e mus t obilize all our forces for our fin 1 
o jective . I am a proaching t his problem object ively Pnd a.m endeavor ing 
t o el i mi na t e any possibility of misunderstanding on either side . I 
ha.11 be very happy t~ collaborat e vd th both Committ ees in vhat ever 

ca e.city I can . 

Cordially yours , 

ea .Alber t K . Epstein 

CC: Dr . i lver 
Mr . E. Neumann 
Dr . N. Goldmann 
Dr • .,.,, Bergmann 
Dr . J . Cohe 



Letter Uo, 33 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrntive Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Zionist Organization of America 
1720-16th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Abba: 

Uarch 7, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2.0694 

On February 25th I sent you a copy of a letter which I sent 
on the same date to Feuer, containing certain suggestions. I am re­
verting to that now. 

As I told you on the phone, I am not dispirited by the events 
of the past few days. It is a head-on clash which had to corae • . We 
have certainly succeeded in lifting the Palestine question out of the 
hole in which it had been allowed to rest and placed it on the agenda 
as a great:9t1bl ic issue. :But I am gravely concerned over the state of 
mind of the Jewish public and our own Zionist co-workers who can't help 
feeling that we have suffered a serious defeat which may affect the 
situation in London most unfortunately. Doubts are already being ex­
pressed not only privately, but in articles regarding the wisdom of the 
course we have takl3n. Moreover, the internal "opposition", which is 
silent and quiescent when things are moving along, comes to life again 
at the slightest setback, and their criticism will be directed at you. 

Quite apart, therefore, from the political situation per se, 
it is of utmost importance that something be done immediately to miti­
gate the widespread feeling of frustration am to give us some compen­
sation for the failure of Congress to act. 

I reverc::_t therefore to the idea that a statement should be 
signed by a majority of the members of the two Congressional committees, 
addressed to the State Department. Not even General Marshall's veto can 
affect the right of Congressmen to aidress this privately and directly to 
Secretary Hull. lfor would they be responsible if by a leak, or a series 
of leaks, the news should get out that such a round-robin was sent or 
presented to the State Department. 

There may be reluctance on the part of Congressmen to do this 
and a good deal of pressure and persuasion may be required but it can be 
put, particularly to the Party Leaders, that they o~ us at least this 
compensation. If our Representatives show sufficient spirit and indig­
nation over the embarrassing position in which the Zionist movement had 
been placed, I believe _we can get it through. 
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Some such action is absolutely L"'Iperative from every point of 
view, including the situation in London. Indeed, I regret that I did 
not urge this action more strongly ten days ago before the attack by the 
Arab State., was publicized. It would have been easier then, but it is 
not too late now. I still think it is unlikely that the President will 
make a public statement of the kind we need, and there is not a mooent 
to lose in repairing the d.&1age which has been done to us. I an trying 
my hand at drafting the kind of statement which I think Senators and 
Congressmen can be asked to sign and will try to enclose it with this 
letter. I may turn up in ~ashington tomorrow efternoon but I would not 
wish even a few hours to be lost in starting this work, if you c:'..o"Tee with 
my suggestion, as I bope you do. 

E.tT/M -
(.l!lnc.) 

As ever, 

.. 

Emanuel Neumann 



Letter fo. 38 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr . Abba Hillel 6ilver 
The Te..nple 
Cleveland, OM.o 

Dear Abba: 

April 5, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

Yesterday I was the recipient of several phone calls 
from friends who were pleased as punch about the way the last 
session of the Council went. They seer.'.led to feel happy that 
they were able to assertthemselves and parry the thrusts ; and 
almost everyone also expressed satisfaction over the fa.ct that 
you maintained the attitude you did by keeping al together out 
of the discussion. 

Last night I attended a meeting of the mer.ibers of the 
Actions Cornmi ttee because Goldmann was reporting and I wanted 
to be on hand in case there was a discussion. G9l&nann mane a 
6ood job of it and certainlJ· made a very excellent iL'1pression. 
I have been canvassing the situatjon further with regard to his 
status and I run increasingly doubtful whether there is any pos­
sibility of eliminatinb hir.'.l from ::;,olitical a.ctivi.ty in Washing­
ton. A proposal calling for tne termination of the gency' s 
::;,oli ticcl office would not, in my opinion, command a rue,jori ty 
in the Emergency Cornuittee at this time. s one of our friends 
said to ne - I thiM it was Gellman - referring to Goldmann: 
11 He 1 s there; he ' s very active and clever; what can you do about 
hir.1? You cc:.n1 t just rernove hirn . 11 

As long as the :;?robler:1 is not straightened out between 
you and him, the situation will be used by the opposition; and 
I am more and I'1ore of the opinion that somehow a friendly entente 
and modus vivendi must be wor:red out at least for the next few 
r.1onths . I thin..1..c he cay even be ,;otten to drop Wise in fact , 
thou~h not necess&xily in appearance, if he can establish an alli­
ance with you. At least that is my impression at the noment . 
Gol&.1ann has e:x:nressed a desire to have a private tal",c with me 
---con the situation. I will :'.;:eep you further informed . 

'lfor the rest , the spirit of last night's 1:ieeting was 
good. One or two of the speakers , for instance, cautioned Goldnann 
a;:;ainst discouraging the American Zionists from continuing their 
vigorous activity, wnich must be kept up at all costs.~~. 

Lore hereafter! I hope you have a nleasant and enjoyable 
Seder . 

.,_. , ~ I 

.l'.i.l., I··· 

As ever, 



---· 
Summary Report on Proposed Pipe Line from 

Saudi-Arabia to the Mediterranean 
I ; I 

_ComE_arative E§tirnates of Oil Reserves 

The oil fields of the Persian Gulf drainage area include deposits in Iran, 
Iraq and Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi-.A.rabia, and Bahrain. 

Some idea of the immense volume of these deposits may be obtained from the 
following unpublished estimates of a responsible government expert~ 

Ultimate potential reserves 
in the United States ~, •..•.....•. , .••.• 50 biUion barrels 

(equivalent to perhaps 35 
years consumption) 

Ultimate potential reserves 
in the rersien Gulf area •.• , ••.•• , •..• 200 ~ 300 billion barrels 

Much exploration work has still to be done in the Persian Gulf area and the 
above estirnate,which very greatly exceeds the proved reserves is adrnittedly specu­
lative in character. It seems clear, however, that 'in this relatively small area 

· of the world, inhabited by backward peoples and controlled by unstable governments, 
is concentrated more than three-fourths of the world's 11 free 11 oil. Its distribu­
tion is estimated by the same expert as follows: 

Saudi-A.rabia and J3ahrein ............. 
Iraq and Qatar • .••....•••.•••.••• • • •• 
Ira.11 ••• ~ •... , .•...... ,. • • , •• · • · • • • · · · · 
Kur1ai t , •...... 1 •••••••••••• • ......... . 

Ownership of Concessions 

about 40% 
30% 
20% 

5-10% 

Great Brita.in or its nationals own 100% of the Iran area, ( through Anglo­
Iranian); 56% of the Iraq area, (~glo-Iranian ovms a lll.'.ljority share holding in 
the Iraq Petroleum Company); and 50;/, of the Kuwait area. · 

Nationa+s of the United States own about 22;/, of the Iraq area, (i.e. throu,gt 
Standard Oil of New Jenoy and Socony Vacuum ns shareholders of th~ Iraq Petroleum 
Company); 5~ of the Kuwait area, (i.e. through Gulf Oil Corporation); and 100% 
of the Saudi-Arabian area. 

The Saudi-Arabian concession, which dates from 1933, is owned by the Cali­
fornia Arabian Oil Company, which in turn is owned by Standard Oil of California, 
and the Texas Company. These two companies, together with Gulf, are the parties 
to the .Arabian pipe line deal 1 the intention being that in addition to the Saudi­
.Arabian oil, crude oil from Kuwait will also go through the pipe to the Ifiediter­
ranean. 

E~loitation of the Saudi-..Arabia.n area is still in its initial stages, 
wher~as the oil fields qf Iran and Iraq have been prod~cing in quantity for some 
time" 



Refineries 

There are three II significant" refineries in the Middle East 1 ·• The largest 
is that of Anglo-Iranian at Abad.an which will shortly be handling over 350,000 
barrels a day; the second at Haifa now handling 60,000 barrels a day and extensions 
to which will shortly increase its capacity to 80,000 barrels; the third of Bahrein, 
whose capacity by the end of the year will be 58,000 barrels a day. 

It is a.nticip~ted that if the proposed pipe line from Saudi-Arabia is built 
to end at Haifa, additional refineries will be constructed at that terminus to 
handle 3501 000 barrels a day. Standard of California will also construct a iarge 
refinery at Ras-Tanura in Saudi-Arabia, 

History of Pipe,Line 

A proposal for the ~loitation of the Saudi..-Arabian fields by the construc­
tion of a pipe line by the United States Government from those fields to the Medi~ 
terranoan, was made in the latter half of 1942. It was submitted to the A,rrny a.~d 
Navy Petroleum Board, which is responsible for making recommendations to the joint 
Chiefs of Staff on petroleum needs for the war effort • .An important feature of 
that prQposal was the stress placed by it on the need for effective government 
participation not merely in the construction of the pipe line, but in controlling 
the policies to be pursued in connection with the exploitation of the oil. It was 
Pointei out that in the case of British oil interest in the Vdddle East, the British 
Government, while not operating the concessions directly• nevertheless was a major­
ity shareholder and thus retained ultimate control. 'Ihe scheme was rejected how­
ever by the A+my and N!l.Vy Petroleum :Boa:rd. A year later another proposal for a 
governmeµt s"Q.bsidized pipe line - but this time without any provision for government 
participation in or control over the operating companies - was again submitted to 
the .Army and Navy Petroleum Board. On this occasion the proposal was recommended 
by the Boa.rd to the joint Chiefs of Staff, and approved by them. .An explanation 
for the change of front probably resides in the fact that the leading executives 
of the A:ncy- - Navy PetroleUill Board had been long associated with the private oil 
companies whos~ attitude in opposition to public ownership or control they pre­
sumably share. 2. 

A principal protagonist of the pipe line proposal is v~. H, L. Ickes, 
Petroleum .Adnrinistrator for War, 3 • and president of the Petroleum Reserves Corpor­
ation. 

The Petroleum Reserves Corporation was founded in July 1943 as an agency of 
the Federal Government. The Board of the PRC consists of the Secretaries of State, 
War• Navy, and Interior, as well as the Foreign Economic Administrator. lvlr. Ickes 
was appointed President of the Corpo~atio~ among the objectives of which, as stated 
by him, are 11 to explore and encourage the national interest of the United States in 
the petroleum fields of t~e vro+ld where private industry is willing to go, and to 
propose safeguards for those interests.n Tne Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
was authorized to lend to the P.R.C. up to $30,000,000.00. 

1. E. DeGolyer in report to l?RC as quoted by Majo:i; McNeil, 3/23/44. 
2. Execu,tive Officer of the Army-Navy Petroleum Board is Commodore .An<4"ew Carter, 

for years an official of the Shell Oil Co. Associated with him is General 
Pyron, for years President of the Gulf Oil Compony. 

3. Mr. Ralph Davis, Vice~President of Standard Oil of California, is the Deputy 
Administrator. 
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On behalf of the Petroleum Reserves Corporation, w~. Ickes entered into 

negotiations with the Arabian-.American Oil Company, ( 11 Aramco 11 - the new name qf the 
Californian-Arabian) and with the Gulf Exploration Company for the building of the 
pipe line from Saudi-Arabia by the United States Government at a cost estimnted at 
about $150,ooo,ooo.oo. The private oil companies vigorously, and in the end suc­
cessfully resisted the efforts of PRC to obtain government participa,tion in the 
development of the Saudi-Arab:ianoil resource$. An agreement was finally reached 
entitled, 11 0utline of Principles of Proposed .Agreement, January 24, 1944, '' 4 - which 
provided !or government construction, ownership, and maintenance of a pipe line 
system 11 from a point near the presently discovered oil fields of Saudi-,Arabia and 
Kuwait to a port at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea, The size, cu-_paci ty, 
location. and terminal points of the pipe line system shall be determined by the 
government." :But the government acquired no interest in the oil companies them-­
selves, nor any right of control over their policies except insofar as this is pro­
vided by Article 8 of the proposed Agreement. 

This article entitles the United States Government to be informed of nego­
tiations by the companies with any foreign government and to a veto power on sales 
by the companies to foreign nationals or governments, if such sales would militate 
against the interests of the United States. In addition Clause 8 provides that 
11 the commercial and other policies and practices of the companies would conform 
to the foreign policy of the United States. II 

Clause !I of the ttprinciples of Proposed .Agreement" is also of interest. 
It reads as follows: 

11 In the execution and performance of this agreement, it is the 
desire and intention of the parties not only to promote and 
assist in the development of petroleum in the areas affected 
by this agreement, but also to promote the interests of the 
governments of such areas, a."ld to respect their sover~ignty 
and protect their rights. It is the desire of the United 
States that .American nationals that enjoy privileges with 
respect to petroleum in countries under foreign governments 
shall have an active concern for the peace and prosperity 
of such countries and shall exorcise their rights with due 
-re~ard to the rights, including that of political integrity, 
of the governments of· such countries1

11 

It is clear that this clause which imposes active and affirmative duties is 
susceptible of wide latitude of interpretation; thus the 11 desire and intention of 
the parties11 to 11protect the rights11 of any area aff ected by the agreement carries 
with it the possibility of local political intervention of a character determined 
only by the conception of the parties concerned, of what those rights are. The 
question may arise as to whose rights are to be protected, and what is the nature 
of the sovereignty to be respected. Or, to take a specific case, what would be 
meant by promoting 11 the interests of the government" of Palestine, for example. 
Would it include an insistence on the maintenance of the status quo, that is to say, 
inc.luding the pol icy of the White Paper, Similarly the proposal to 11 have an acti vc 
concern for the peace and prosporty11 of these countries may well have far-reaching 
political implications. 

4. Signed by Harold L. Ickes for PRC; F .. A, Davies as President of .A.rabian-.America1-
~1A.ramco11); J·, F. Drake, :President of the Gtµf Exploration Company; H-. D. Collier, 
President of the Standard Oil of California; and. Wi.S·, S, Rodgers, President of the 
Texas -Co. The officers of ·"Aramco11 are Mr. Collie-r (Standard Oil of California) 
Chairman, lv.r. Rodgers ('rexas) Vice .... Chariman, Mr·~ F. A. Davies ( Standard of Cali­
fornia) President, Mr. James Terry Duce (Texas) Vic&-President in charge of geology 
and production; Mr. A. i.r.. Martin, Vice-President in charge of manufacturing and 
i.u-. J. I.liacpherson, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. Other directors are 
?il'. J. H. ;racGaregill of ·standard and C. E, Olmsted of Texas~ 
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On the other hand it is suggested that this part of the Article may be used, 
especial l y in conjunction with the concluding paragraph of Article 8 referred to 
above (requiring that the commercial and other policies of the companies conform 
with the United States foreign policy) as a peg on which to hang claims for appro­
priate economic provisions in the interests of the Jewish National Home, such as 
sale in Palestine of :petroleum at reasonable :i:irices, standard wage rates, etc. As 
was said by J. H. Carmical in the New York Times of March 20th the third paragraph 
of Article 8 11 appa.rently refers to virtually every pha.se of operation and could be 
interpreted as meaning that wage payments, working conditions and all operations 
generally would have to conform to a policy laid down by tne United States Govern­
ment.11 

Reactions to the Pipe Line Proposal 

Public announcement of the pipe line scheme was made in the early part of 
this year. Proponents of the scheme laid stress on the alleged rapid exhaustion 
of oil reserves in the Western Hemisphere, and the suggestion was strongly made 
that oil reserves in this country would meet consumption needs only for another 
fifteen years. 

It '.'las urged that in present circumstances this country would be 11unable to 
oil another war11 , and that its position in the world of tomorrow depended on the 
development of foreign oil resources. 

Vigorous reaction in opposition to the pipe line scheme developed quic~y 
and came in the mai n from two quarte:cs. On the one hand those oil companies, some 
fifty-five in number, who stand to derive no benefit from tho pipe line and whose 
interests are concentrated in this hemisphere, objected strenuously to the con­
struction of any pipe line at all with the help of public funds. Essentially the se 
companies are interested to sell their o,m product at the highest price. They are 
concerned about the effect on their interests - primarily in the llestern Hemisphere 
- of the fuller exploitation of the vast oil deposits of the Middle East - deposits 
which can in general be developed far more cheaply than can tho Western Hemisphere 
deposits. Public opposition by these companies is, houover, based on very different 
grounds. A Memorandum setting out these grounds in detail was prepared recently 
for the National Oil Policy Cammi ttee of the PetroleUJU ;tn.dustry War Council, by 
Itir. George A. Hill, Jr., of Houston, Texas, and contains arguments which have boon 
reflected in a good deal of tho controversy in the press and on tho platform ,,1hich 
centers on this issue. In the first place exception is taken to the suggestion 
that sources of supply in the United States are lil{ely to oe exhausted within the 
reasonably near !uture.5 • It is argued that no, or insufficient account, is ta.ken 
of continuing discoveries of new deposits; that the same scare was raised at the 
end of the last wa1· and proved likewise unjustified. In this connection it is wort· 
noting that the President has given the pipe line his tacit support by stating G. 
that the United States can no longer depend on domestic wells for all the produc­
tion it needs and that he is worried about United States supplies not for the next 
five years but for the next fifty years. 

5. Wallace Pratt, dir ector of Standard Oil of New Jersey asserts that our reservf;s 
willl.ast another 100 years. Others have offered much higher esti:::r.ates. 

6. February 11, 1944 to Iliarch 4, 194;4. 
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Next it is objected that in any case the pipe line is unnecessary since 
there will be ample tanker tonnage available at the end of the war. Also that the 
proposed governmental construction is in conflict with .American ideas of free ente;r­
prise and that neither on grounds of security nor of public policy can the proposal 
be justified. Beyond this,great stress is placed on the argument that the pipe 
lino involves a foreign- commitment outside tho Western Hemisphere in the midst of 
war, for strictly post-war purposes, and that it marks the conunenccmcnt of an in­
terventionist American foreign policy in the internal affairs of foreign countries. 
Ono clau.seof the Memorandu,m reads as follows: 

11 It is a foreign commitment by the United States involving the 
physical occupation and utilization of a part of the territory 
of certain kingdoms, sultanates, shaikdoms, mandates, protector­
ates, neutral territories and areas involved in boundary dis­
putes, over 1000 mile~ in dist.ance, •••• and in which area there 
is embodied all of tho political ailm:ints incident to Arab 
nationalism, Pan-Arabism, Pan-Islamism, Koranic law, the Jewish­
.Arab feud, Zionism, remnant of Turkish influence in the old 
Ottoman Empire, Russo-Turkish,.,,British relationship and rivalries, 
British foreign policy with respect to the Suez Canal a~d the 
Gulf of Aden and the Persian Gulf ••• 11 

A second group which opposes the present pipe line agreement, does so on 
entirely different grounds. They include many representatives of liberal public 
opinion in this country and expression was given to their point of view in an 
important speech by Representatives Jorry Voorhis of California, in the House of 
Representatives, February 21• 1944. This group accepts the need for building up 
Amorica 1 s oil reserves by development of oil reserves abroad, but fears the growth 
of an irresponsible oil imperialism, if the present proposal foT exploitation by 
private companies goes through. The membc~t~<tf this group accordingly object to 
the PRC .Agreement as written, on the grounn]Tt is essential that an enterprise of 
this kind with all its international ramifications• should ultimately be controlled 
by the United States Government. They would accordingly favor construction of the 
pipe line put subject to effective governmental participation in the exploitation 
of the concessions. , 

Following the introduction of a resolution by Senators :Brewster of Maine, 
and Moore of Oklahoma. (a vigorous opponent of the pipe line), asking for the dis­
solution of the Petroleum Reserves Corporation, a Senato Committee of eleven member, 
was appointed to investigate tho entire question of American foreign oil policy, 
The committee consisted of the following Senators: 

Chairman: Maloney of Connecticut 
Conally of Texas 
Vandenberg of Michigan 
Johnson of Colorado 
Moore of Oklahoma 
Brewster of Maine 
o•Mahoney of Wyoming 
Gu.rney of South Dakota 
Lucas of Illinois 
l'i~bank of South Carolina 
La.Fol+ette of Wisconsin 

The committee has so far met in Executive Session and heard the evidence of 
Colonel John H. Leavell, Petroleum Attache 1 in the Middle Eastern Division of the 
State Department, who it is understood favors the pipe-line but subject to govern­
mental participation and control of the whole development. 
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The Oil Deal and King Ibn Saud 

The concession to thi"'..Americmi companies was granted by Ibn Saud in 1933 and 
expire-p in 1999. It_ is.. s~ate~ ·that -. the grant to .American ~ather than _to :British or 
any other foreign companies -was _ :thQ rE>sult of Ibn S~d•s-feeling that ];le had no 
reason to fear .American economic · and. political _penet-rat:ion 9-f_his -country. 

. . . . .·. . ' . . . , . 
A considerable portio~ of Saudi-Arabia's revenue is attributable to tho sums 

paid for these concessions • . • . }«)st of. _the "be.lap.co cqmes froiµ a subsidy from the 
:British (a million pounds yearly) and . .- from the revenues derived from ~l:le annual 
Mecca pilgrimage. lhe. la.st n~ source of income . wa.s gre<':3.tly_ reduced ~s a result 
of war-time tran~port~tion -difficul t,ie s. This undoi:;bte(Uy i:l,dd~d con sider ably to 
the financail difficulties of - the S~ii-:-Ar~bian m:march~ . .- According to rei'gfts in 
the New York Times 8 • . the United State.s_ and :Sri tish Governments a.greed t~7f:q_nance 
his government. Since Sa:u.di-A..rabia was under the influence of the :British the 
financing arrangement was carried out through t;tn . advnnce by the Uni_ted States 
Government to the British ,1ith . the lµlder.standing that ($25,000.,000.00 or according 
to another report $10,000,000.00) would_ go to the king. -~ so~wh~t different versiol 
of this story 9. is t}_lat ~he ~unt of $25,000;000.00 ,1as _paid by the United States 
Government to Ibn Saud to counter _su.bsidie~ pa~d him by- tho :British Government and 
to assist the American oil compa11ios in keeping their monopoly, • Whether or not this 
money was paid will probably form a part of the Congre~sional ~nquiry, 

Public announcement of the visit to Ibn Saud of an American militc.ry mission 
undor Major General Ralph Royce to st~dy "economic, pu.blic. health, military and 
conumnication problems" in Saudi-Arabia., was ma.de +ast December. o.:r:id subsequently 
(early in Ma.rch) General Royce again visited Saudi-.Arabia. and dt?livered an initial 
"token" shipment of lendi-lease munitions, . as well as a payment of • $1,2so,ooo.oo in 
Saudi-Arabit;m coins, minted in the Unite4 States. Prior to this, a ~elogation from 
Saudi-Arabia, headed by tho two sons of King Ibn . Saud~ visi te4 this country and 
were entertained by the Government and by the Sta.ndarq. Oil Company of California. 
Visits . to Ib1_1 So.ud have a.lso been paid by General. Hurley. In this connection it is 
stated, reports ·to the contrary in the press notwithstan~ing, that the purpose of hi : 
vistts _have boen in regard to lend-lease ond not the pipe line. But the inference 
is not . far-fetched that Arµerican interest in Saudi-Arabian oil and in good relations 
with the King are inter-connected. 

British Reactions 

The British have not issued any official statement with regard to their in­
terest in the Saudi~•Arabian oil development. According to one source lO. they 
have said flatly that they do not propose to seek oil concessions in Saudi-Arabia 
and that they do no_t wish to enter in competition for world markets or for . 
American ones with Arabian oil. Clearly however, the construction of an .American 
government-owned and operated pipe line in territories directly or indirectly con­
trolled by the ~ritish has important politibal implications; and a number of 
rep6rts 11. suggest irritation that the plan should be developed without consulta­
tion between Allied Governments; ~nxiety is reported too over the strategic impli­
cations of the pipe line 11 with emphasis on a possible American naval base in the 
Mediterranean. 11 What is probably a representative :British reaction is that of the 
11 Economist11 of March 11, 1944. In a somewhat sharply worded article, the announce­
ment by the P.A.W. (Y~. Ickes) without prior consultation with Britain, of the PRC 
agreement with .Aramco, and the introduction of the Palestine resoJ.ution into 
Congress, are linked as examples of .American "excursions•~ in to Middle Eastern 
politics which 11 show little sign of ~orethought and even less of any desire to co­
ordinate .American po.licy with that of Great .Britqin. 11 Reference is aJ,sq made to 

7. New York Times De·cember 16, 1943. 
8. New York Times Febru,13+y ll, 1944• 1/iarch 18, 19'¼4 and March 24, 1944. 
9. Naw York Times 11:a.rch 18, · 1944. 

10. John MacCormack New York Times March 18, 1944. 
11. New York Times Ha.rch 231 1944. 
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the wide scope of General Royce 1s Ydlitary Mission to Saudi Arabia, which covered 
petroleum extraction, communications and public health. The article concludes that 
there are solutions, military, political and economic for the difficulties of 
Middle-Eastern developmen~ but they will be found only in the abaondment of a 
"dangerous, unilateralism and if .America and l3ri tain work together and plan their 
policies to meet the interests of the whole area. 11 

Despite suggestions to the contrary there seems reason to believe that 
Britain and America are in fact engaged in a undercover struggle of some intensity 
in the Middle East. Further evidence of this comes in the statement recently made 
to a member of the Emergency Council by an authoritative .American source that a 
principal aim of British propaganda in the .Arab countries is to undermine .American 
influence, and to that end that British agents are spreading the story that Presi­
dent Roosevelt is surrounded by people who favor a Jewish state, so that if such 
a state is established, the .Americans will be to blame. Some significance too 
attaches in this connection to the report 12. that Ibn Sat1d is seeking to establish 
close oil relations with Great Britain by the appointment of a British petroleum 
adviser. 

With a view to reaching an .Anglo.:..A.merican agreement on petroleum questions 
a British delegation of oil experts under Sir William Brom 13• is at present con­
ducting preliminarf talks in Washington. Apart from this however it seems clear 
that a major point on the agenda of the Stettinius mission in London is the oil 
question. If an agreement is reached there, presumably any bargaining power which 
lbn Saud may have enjoyed will be very greatly reduced, But the whole issu.e is 
still subject to Congressional approval which at the time of writing remains at 
least very doubtful. 

Location of fipe Line Terminal and Markets to be Served 

According to the earlier reports 14. it was planned to have two terminals 
to the line, one at Haifa and one at Alexandria. Subsequently the Egyptian Govern­
ment imposed a 15% duty on all oil exports from Egypt. In consequence of this it 
was decided to abandon the proposal for an arm to Alexandria. On Y1a,rch 25th last 
however the Egyptian Government rescinded the 15% export tax and it is stated that 
the original plan for an arm to .Alexandria has now been restored. 

The pipe line would furnish oil to the European and Near Eastern markets. 
According to Mr. !ekes its construction would take 11 all of two years. 11 The effect 
of the piple line would be to free Carribean oil for Western Hemisphere uses. What 
result this would have on the price structure of Western Hemisphere oil is uncertain 
but is certainly a major factor in the objections already referred to of the Inde­
pendent Companies to the whole scheme. a further element in this picture is the 
proposal of the Iraq Petroleum Company to duplicate the existing pipe line from the 
Mosul fields to Haifa. So far v~. Ickes, as Petroleum Administrator. has not agreed 
to approve the allocation of steel for this additional line. 

The Position of the Jewish Agency 

' The question has arisen as to the status of the Jewish A€,ency to demand that 
it be consulted on a question so vitally affecting the future of the Jewish National 
Home as does the pipe line proposal. In terms of Article 4 of the Mandate, the 

12. New York World Telegram (Henry J, Taylor) April 13, 1944, 
13. New York Times April 4, 1944. 
14. Now York Times January 28, 1944 
15. Ne~ York Times Febru.a.ry 10 1 1944 and New York World Telegram (H.J. TaYlor) 

April 149 1944. 
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Jewish Agency is "recognized as a public body for the purpose of advising and co­
operating with the Administration of Palestine in such economic, social and other 
matters as may affect the establishment of the Jewish National Home and the 
interests of the Jewish population in Palestine, and, subject alweys to the control 
of the Administration, to assist and take part in the development of the country. 11 

.Articlell of the Mandate provides further as follows: 

11 The Administration may arrange with the Jewish Agency mentioned 
in Article 4 to construct or operate, upon fair and equitable 
terms, any public works, services and utilities, and to develop 
any of the naturual resources of the country, in so far as those 
matters are not directly undertaken by the Administration." 

.Article 11, it is clear, is permissive in character and while clearly in­
tended to give the Jeuish Agency a prefferentiaJ. status, entitlea the .Administration 
to arrange or not to arrange, as it sees fit• for the participation of the Jewish 
Agency in the construction and operation of public uork~utilities, etc., and in 
the development of a:n.y of the natural resources of the country. 

Article 4 would seem to offer a stronger ground on which to claim the right 
to consultation, a right reinforced by the provisions of Article 11. 

Economic Issues 

It is clear that in the event that the pipe line is constructed, the char­
acter of the economic arrangements made in connection therewith will be of the ut­
most importance for the development of PaJ.estine and the Jewish National Home. The 
future of Jewish industry in Palestine is closely linked with the question of cheap 
power, that is to say, above all, of cheap fuel. Experience with the Iraq pipe 
line is very revealing in this connection. No provision was ma.de in the Iraq petro­
leum agreement for sale of the oil at the :Eia.ifa outlet at a fair price, or indeed 
of any oil at all, with the result that the :British-controlled oil cartel maintains 
the prico of oil in Palestine at a figu.re that is altogether excessive. Again, whi1 
in the convention with the Iraq Petroleum Company various special fees and pri vilegL 
were granted the company, including freedom from all duties on transit of its petro­
leum and petroleum products, exemption from all duties on all imports which it re­
quires, special railroad rates for its freight, and complete exemption from 11propert; 
tax, income ta:x:, or any levy or fiscal charge of any sort, 11 no counter-balancing 
stipulations were made with regard to the use, where possible, of local materials, 
the wages to be paid to local labor, or the sale in Palestine of petroleum products 
with some relation to cost. It is believed, though this will require further in­
vestigation, that in Syria, by contrast, definite com:utments ,1ere obtained from 
the IPC fer the provision of oil and by-products at special rates. 

tp,e 
The prospective construction of/Saudi Arabian pipe line to Palestine may 

provide an excellent opportunity for redress of the present intolerable situation 
which has very serious implications for Palestine's economic development. 
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Letter No , 52 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
June 12, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I have done a little preliminary investigation regerding 
the idea of retaining eminent counsel. More specifically, three 
ncssibilities: (1) John Foster Dulles; (2) Charles Evans Hughes, Jr.; 
(3) John W. Davis. 

Regarding the first: he is very close to Dewey, is reputed 
to be writing Dewey's speeches on questions of major policy, and is 
also reputed as slated to be his Secretary of State. For that reason 
it is believed by some that he would be persona non-grata with the 
State Department just now and they would probably suspect whatever he 
might do, assuming he were willing to accept a retainer from us. 

W.r . Davis is by this time probably 67 years of age but still 
keen, vigorous and active in his profession. However, he is very 
close to the British, has served as the President of the English Sneak­
ing Union, etc. and would probably not wish to be mixed un with us. He 
would probably consult Halifax before accepting a retainer. 

H\l _.,hes would seem to be the most available of the three. He 
is very eminent and highly regarded. Though he is a Republican by af­
filiation, he is not particularly active in Republic politics and 
would not be looked upon in Washington as having a Renublican axe to 
grind. On the other hand, he is accustorred to charge very high fees. 
That would be about eoually true with regard to the others. Under the 
circumstaices, if we are prepared to go ahead, he would seem to be the 
best bet. At least he mL~ht be approached, though he too might have a 
reason for not accepting a reta. iner frof ~sA - I will look into the 
matter further and write you again. 9 ~~ O.W~ ..f.-:.__ t 1 ~. 

Regarding the plank for the platform , I understand you have re­
ceived from Shulman his draft version. I think it's all right and has 
one or two points that might be incorporated in your draft, as forin­
stance, the reference to the ho l y places , etc. All in all, I would 
prefer to stick to yours as the basis, with perhaus some modification 
which you might consider desirable. 

Thanks for your note about my article in the Contemoorary Jewish 
Record. 

As ever, 



Mr. Emanuel Neumann uguat 16, 1944 

and cons.iratorially out-maneuvered by a gentleman o resumes 
to speak 1n the name of a superJeding body and whose actions are 
subject to no control bJ the American Zionist Emergency Council 
which is burdened with the responsibility of carrying on the work 
in the United States. 

I am sorry that I must do it at this time and on the eve ot 
momentous events. I should have liked to remain on with the 
Emergency Council untj,l our new status in Palestine is de ined 
and to help direct"'k6cunc1l to ard maximum effectiveness in bring­
ing about a satisfactory solution for Palestinef"but it is impossible 
to work uDder the preaent conditions, nor do I eel justified in 
assuming the responsibilities of leadership when the authority which 
should o along with such res nsibillty does not exist. 

Y'><J/ll_iin bad I"en~h to have to mit u;;, 1th the mani ulations and the 
hyst.ex- ca presUg~mp_lex of 19.se·. You will recall that astounding 
incident with the President when without consultation with me or 
,1th the Counci~he brought about a postponement of the critical 
interview with the President for more than two wees because he had 
to be on the Pacific Coast and could not tolerate the idea of anyone 
seeing t.~e President in his place. You will recall how hard he 
tried recently to force through a permanent political committee in 
an effort to curb 4nd contr9l my activities, I say it is b8,d enough 
to have to· put up 1th one major source or aggra tion and inter­
ference. ,1th two it is utterly impossible. 

I send you my best wishes. 

AHS:DR 
Enc. 

Very cordially yours, 



Aupstl8, ~ 

llr ... :m.1 ··--COlllliaaiOD CII Palatine 8uneya 
521 Pittb AftD\19 
•• York, I. 1'. 

1· • ao'ff¥ that 7011 ... Id.a te attend the -U..C ot the 
~ ewu 1aat MGDdq. I"1DI IIUler who ... than could 
tell 70ll the ■torJ' ot bOlr Ocldeen palled another aae ~ h1a .__ter tricu, wnt to St.etUJd.ua 1ut Nek • acae P1eD7 -a-cw-
111 eticipatiOD ot oar appo!D1aant with h1a ca .-gut 15th, amd ••Nd up the aituat10111n the .... wq be did with J''lldge lloMnw•• 
you w1ll ,.._, J, w .. tba ago. A8 a reaalt or h1a 1nt.naim, 
llr. 8tettiniu, who ~ to - u • ~ 15th, •111 not -
u •Ul perhapa \be. 1114 d e.pteab•• an c ac ... t ca 
PaleetiDe will be r~ •Ul ... - the ar. TbeH WN 
the Udinge which ._.. ._,.,_ 1'T ~ 1a a letter to Dr. WiH. 
I wu lapt 1a i&mr&GR or tbe mtire attar atu 11.H palled at 
the letter at the~. I, ot oom,ae,. blew wp and told tbea 
plant.)r. :SNJ70M .m •ooMd b7 the aeUat ot 0ftldn11, and the 
aaq .. who tried to UCUH it ... , ot com"tle, oar tl"J.ead Stepha, 
1lbo and~ bu -- 1D cal.11allicm th GoldMD right.,..... 
It ... Toted to ban the propou CClllld.ttee loak Sato the •tter 
1 141ateq and bl"illc :IA a deftn1te nnom■1Drlatlae tor t.be mt 
aeet1Dg ot t.he IDout.1.,. CGllld.ttee. I have been m-g1Dg actlca ca 
tbia, u J'Oll lr:BGw, tor a lClltc t.1.ae. I knew the aitaatl• •.:Id 
deteriorate ftr7 rapidq, Jmowillg aa I do the o!iaraewr and •b1t1Gu 
~ thia political gigolo, and the iapoas1bill1.7 Wider a1Q° cinna­
at.ancea ot Claft7iD& • a aoaaillteat poll tloal acU:ti.V, 1n •+s•toR 
througb two ccapeUJag apnci•. I wrote to 8k!ne■ a& tar back u 
lq 21th about th1a -tter. Prior to that I appoillt,ed a apecdal 
cGlllli~~a,_MXlle \he •tter, which. llflltr Mt. I &lao wrote to 
Dr. •~-~boat it eoile amt.ha ago, bllt ot c~ he puaed the back 
back to WI here, Ulldoabteclq guided by Weispl and Go1'!-. At 
the lut wUDg of th• procna ccee1ttee, llbm thia -tter llhoald 
ba"N bND brollp't up, it waa ap,1» poatpoud ca the alla rme that 
the hour .... late and that Qn)dMD bad to leave. 

UDder the o1raunatulcN I ... no other wq oat ot it for • t.ban 
to Mid 111 a, na1gnat.S.a, whioh I d.14 tJd.a IIOl'BlDg. I• prepared 
to put up with a lot~ tb1nga and aaeh aura•t1ca to Hrft tbe 
oaue~ bu.t it waa1d ~ the height ~ folq tor • to apend rq time 
ad eaergi• dq attv 4&7 and to .... IV wOZ'k periodicaUY trutrated 



llr. Emanuel leUll&ml 
.521. Fitth Avenue 
lew York, R.Y. 

)tr-dear Ema.nuel1 

August 22, 1944 

I am sending you herewith a copy or the l•tter which 
was sent to you laet i'ednesday. I would suggest that 
you talk w1 th Mr. Lipsky prior to the meeting aa well as 
to the represe..tatives of the Jlizrachi and Poale Zion who 
are 011 the committee. 

I am also sending you a copi or ~ letter whicb I 
addre sed to Dr. Wise. Yo~ will note that he pull-eel another 
stunt like the one one which he did ill postponing oar 
interview with the President. He sug ·eatta the date ot the 
29th to ilr. Stettiniwa because he plans to .attend the 
!'Aergency CotmcU ••ting tn New York on the 28th. This will Kft 
him an extra trip from Lake Placid. The Zionist MOYement 1a 
these criticr.l war times aust conform with the lecture schedule 
and the vacation schedule or Dr. Wise •••• 

•1th all good wishes, I remain 

Vary cordially yours, 



Letter No. 61 

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba; 

5·21 FIFTH AVENUE 

RooM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

August 29, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

As I said to you on the phone, I would have gone out to 
Cleveland together with Leon Feuer to see you tomorrow if I thought 
such a journey would make a difference in the situation. Even without 
such a hope, I would have made the trip anyhow but for the fact that 
Fan is ill in bed and has been so for a week and I am somewhat worried 
about her condition. 

1) I fully understand. the importance you attach to the issue we have been 
dealing with - Dr. Goldmann and his political activities. It should be 
crystal clear, however, that that is not the really basic problem. Even 
if this issue were settle_d to your entire satisfaction, another issue may 
arise tomorrow and probably will, just as there have been other issues 
before, not involving Goldmann. Such individual issues and conflicts as 
have arisen or would arise in the future if you remained at your post all 
stem from one basic situation: lack of loyal support and cooperation on 
the part of the groups in the control of the ZOA and Hadassah. This can 
in effect be limited to the ZOA because by itself and alone Hadassah 
would be utterly helpless and ineffective. :But as long as the ZOA Ad­
ministration constitutes an unavowed opposition and a focus of infection, 
the situation in the Emergency cannot possibly be satisfactory or even 
tolerable. On the other hand, if the ZOA situation were different and 
with the parties loyal to you as they are, you would have smooth sailing 
all around and neither Wise nor Goldmann nor anyone else would be in a 
position to stand up against you or give any real trouble. It is the 
knowledge that they can rely with complete confidence upon the f » al ~ 
attitude of the ZOA Administration towards you that permits them to do 
what they have been doing. Until end unless that basic situation is cor­
rected, we are bound to have repetition of such conflicts at frequent 
intervals on various issues. 

2) If that analysis is correct, then I doubt the course you are following 
of making the Goldmann situation the issue and occasion of your resigna­
tion; because even if there is a complete backdown on this point on the 
part of the Executive Committee, it will settle nothing really, and you 
~ have to go tbrough the whole painful business over again within a 
few weeks in connection with some other conflict which will probably 
arise. 

3) It seems to me that t course you finally da:ide to take must depend 
upon your ultimate purpose and your fundamental attitude. If your 
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attitude is simply that you have had enough of aggravation and frustra­
tion and are not prepared to struggle with this internal situation any 
longer - then obviously there is only one thing to do and that is to quit, 
irrespective of any kind of formulation or any decision which may be 
forced from the Executive Committee on the Goldmann issue; because such a 
decision as you may force on this issue will not reduce the opposition in 
the quarters where it exists, but if anything, intensify it. It is bound 
to break out again in another form. In my opinion,therefore,if you are 
basically so fed up that it is impossible for you to continue, then you 
simply drop out without running this particular question down to earth to 
its last detail. It would then be advisable, I think, to inform the Com­
mittee that this is the last straw, coming on top of all the many things 
that have happened in the course of the year and that you see no possi­
bility for discharging your mission as you conceive it to be. 

4) On the other hand, if you are fundamentally ready to carry on despite 
all that has happened in the past, provided you are given the necessary 
support and freedom of action, then it is my humble opinion that a differ­
ent course is indicated. Your strategy and effort must in that case be 
directed not to overcoming the Goldmann situation/ but rather the underly­
ing situation: to sterilize or emasculate the internal opposition. That 
can only be done by carrying the fight right to the ZOA and having a 
showdown there. Either you get the backing of the ZOA in such a decisive 
form as would make it impossible for its officers and representatives to 
sabotage your efforts or lend themselves to intrigues, or you don't. If 
you do, then you have the Emergency Committee completely in hand and can 
deal with everyone, including Goldmann and the World Executive itself, on 
a firm footing. If you can't win out and get such decisive support from 
the ZOA, then you quit and leave the responsibility to those who control it. 

5) There is ample reason to believe that if the larger fundamental issue 
were to be fought out in the ZOA, you would win. Only yesterday Dan Frisch 
volunteered the information in a private talk with me that last year you 
had the Convention in your hands. The great majority of the delegates were 
with you. To some extent, the position mey have been weakened by the 
lapse of a year during which Golds~ein was in the saddle; but on the other 
hand, you have a record of a great year behind you. Those of us who have 
given thought to the question are convinced that you l ould get the decisive 
backing of the ZOA either through its Executive Committee, or if need be, 
through the Convention. The chances are that the leadership would rather 
give in before the Convention if they knew that a showdown was impending. 
You will recall that at the last two meetings of the ZOA at which you re­
ported - one meeting of the .Administrative Council and one meeting of the 
Executive Committee - in both instances you had quite obviously the sup­
port of the majority . 

6) I believe that Goldstein and his friends are fully aware of the weak­
ness of their own position and that it is for that reason that they are 
maneuvering as skilfully as possible. Their purpose, I fully believe, 
is to bring about your elimination; but to bring it about in such a way 
as will leave them exonerated on the record and put you in the wrong. 
They will therefore keep Arrying with you, pay you compliments, make 
repeated ostensible effo~ s to induce you to withdraw your resignation, 
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appoint one committee after another to persuade you to remain, raise all 
kinds of collateral issues, such as the 11 discipline of the World Zionist 
Organization," etc., all with a eye to the record so that they will be 
able to sey to the Zionists 11 We have exhausted ourselves in attempts to 
meet Dr. Silver's wishes and induce him to remain without involving our­
selves in a breach with the Jewish Agency, but to no avail. He is 
adamant, intransigeant and determined to force us into a conflict which 
we must avoid. Silver is precious to us.., but the integrity of the Zionist 
movement even more precious." In a sense they are counting on your 
11 inflexibility11 in their desire to eliminate you ~ incU\,as little 
odium for so doing as possible. ~ ) 

7) But if your purpose is to sanify the situation and carry on as the 
political leader of .American Zionism, you should, to my mind, avoid this 
trap and make your fight at the point where it would be decisive and final, 
namely, in the ZOA. :J'here I am sure you would win and wk 1 ,, win or lose, 
you will know where you stand for the coming year. If you are to do that, 
however, if you are to carry the fight to the enemy's territory for a 
showdown, then you must invade it with the maximum strength. You cannot 
go as the ex-Chairman of the Emergency Council with a grievance to air, 
but with the full autbori ty of the Chairman, who is carrying a heavy re­
sponsibility and demands loyal support in concrete terms. In that case ~ 
would liquidate the present crisis, as well as possible1 or temporize with 
it and with the Executive Committee, while retaining your Chairmanship 
and your responsibility until you can have it out with the opposition 
in home wate~ If that were your objective, the action taken yesterday 
could easily be interpreted by you as a recognition of the principle upon 
which you are insisting. You need not decline to meet with the Sub-Com­
mittee,~ such meeting or meetings need not be held irrmediately,on the 
ground that there are most urgent tasks which cannot be set aside for a 
moment, which is the truth. You could at the same time call for a speciil. 
meeting of the ZOA Executive or wait for the regular meeting set for Sep­
tember 12th, or set into motion individuals and groups in various parts of 
the country who are deeply involved in the political effort, and they can 
mate their voices and influence felt. In short, you can compel Goldstein 
and his friends not merely to back down on this particular issue under 
the pressure of your resignation, but liquilatetheir organized opposition 
once and for all. That would require effort but would be worth doing, and 
you would have devoted support and cooperation in such enterprise. 

As you see, I am not trying to influence your basic decision 
whether to stey or quit. That is for you to decide; but if your desire 
is to carry on and to complete the work which you have begun, then I think 
my analysis is the correct one. Otherwise the work you have started will 
be destroyed, and in addition your own reputation will be made to suffer 
heavily by those who will be in complete control and possession of all 
Zionist apparatus throughout the country and will be in a far better posi­
tion then you to spread their version of the fonflict and itsrenouement. 

1 have not written to Virginia, but if you have no objection, I 
would very much like to have her read my letter as well. I pray that your 
final decision will be the correct one. 

As ever, 
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Letter No. 62 

\ 
I COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 

Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

5-21 FIFTH AVENUE 

RooM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

I want to report the following: 

September 1, 1944 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

1) To round out the picture regarding yesterdey's meeting: As I 
entered the building, 342 Madison, I met Robert Szold, who was 
leaving it. He was beaming, apparently in an excellent state of 
mind. As I later learned, a caucus had been held in Goldmann' s 
office on the 12th floor just before the meeting of the Executive 
Committee, at which apparently strategy was agreed upon. My guess 
is that they decided to play for delay for the following reasons: 
(a) to give Goldstein time to line up the Executive Com..vnittee of the 
ZOA behind him; (b) to secure if possible a message from the Agency 
Executive backing Goldmann's stand; (c) to gain some time in which 
to spread some of their propaganda among the Zionists and prepare 
them for the shock of your resignation; (d) to take in hand the cur­
rent business of the Emergency Council so that there would be a 
smooth and painless transition. 

As a result of yesterday's meeting, I am more convinc.ed 
than ever that Goldstein and his friends are definitely pleying for 
your permanent elimination. It - is common gossip that Goldstein was 
to succeed you as Chairman of the Executive Committee and he is try­
ing to consolidate his S11pport. ~~~ ...:.-, ~-

2) I have been thinking all along that steps should be t~en to en­
lighten public opinion. I have already had a long talk on the tele­
phone with Mr. Mecl(ler of the Morning Journal and he seems inclined 
to write something, but it was agreed that he would not do so until 
I have talked with him again. I also rang up Margoshes but have not 
reached him as yet. Smolar. in his column which was mailed out yes­
terdey for next week's papers, has included an item, copy of which I 
am enclosing. Very much more could be done, of course, with the 
help of our staff, etc., but it will require definite plans and a 
clear lead on J'i:OUX part. 

3) Wertheim has sent letters with a full account of the situation 
from his and your point of view to London and Palestine. At my 
suggestion, he al so sent two cables yesterdey. At my suggestion 
Rabbi Gold also agreed last evening to send two cables, one to London 
and one to Palestine, which I drafted for him. I am planning to send 
cables on my own today to Weizmann and Shertok in London and possibly 
to someone in Palestine. 
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4) Jacob Richman of Philadelphia, who you will recall wrote a number 
of excellent articles concerning you a year ago, is coming to see me 
during the week-end. I have suggested to him that he write a pamphlet 
reviewing the year and if necessary, discussing the present crisis, 
the pamphlet to be published at once in time for wide distribution be­
fore the ZOA Convention. About a fortnight ago I prepared an eight 
page memorandum to serve as background information for articles on the 
occasion of the first anniversary of your election as Chairman. 
Israeli and Manson have held off getting such articles placed, pending 
the outcome of the crisis, but the memorandum would prove useful for 
Richman if he 1t'rites the pamphlet. If you have any other suggestions, 
please don't hesitate to make them. I shall await further advice from 
you. 

As ever, 

Emanuel Neumann 

EN/M 



CO P Y 

TORM ON THE HORIZOU: There is a good deal of internal strife within 

the American Zionist Emergency Council ••• - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 

chairman of the Council, insists that Dr. Nahum Goldmann not make rep­

resentations to the State Department in behalf of the Jewish Agency as 

he does from time to time ••• - Such representations should be made by 

the Zionist Emergency Council which is a body of the American Zionist 

groups established for this purpose, Dr. Silver argues ••• - Supporting 

Dr. Silver are the Mizrachi and the Zionist Laborites ••• - The Hadassah 

representative in the Emergency Council seems to oppose Dr. Silver's · 

views ••• - The situation has reached a point where Dr. Silver submitted 

his resignation ••• - Many leading Zionists are trying to prevent a break 

in the ranks of the Col:!llllittee, since this would inevitably lead to a 

serious split within the entire Zionist movement in the United States ••• 

As these lines are written the crisis is at its height, since Dr. Silver 

is determined to withdraw from leadership if his terms are not accepted ••• 
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• Ecrulu 1 Ne l..llWlll 

749 est End venue 
New York, .Y. 

y de r uel .. 

September 8, 1944 

I liutle concernod o t the ture or the c ble 
w ich id Goldmann sent to Lo don or J eru le • He mi ht 

ve s e nt hich ould be lto ether c table 
and he 0 ht ive the L ression b c use of ¥rior conve ons 

i th you th t h was led to believe · t it oul e cc ble 
to you d to 

If Gol 1n consulted Gold tein before ser:din the c ble 
I inclined to believ th t the ropos ould be tD set up 
politic 1 co itte ad.e u of ise, Lis· , ilver and Goldat in. 
In the fir t l ce, this ould i edi tely ro et a resentment of 
t e other rties bee use they re clued, and if the other. rties 
are included, you fill , .... ve, to 11 i tents d purposes, a second 
E r ency Co cil int e ield, or the re-creution of the politic~l 
co. ttea ich e bolished, you will rec-11, hen , e ecided to t 
the Executive C ·ttee, s uch, 11 be the olitic 1 ctions 
co ittee. 

I believe I h ve placed the issue ere it lon s, and 
on i erits, the tter should be decided . There must be direct 
co unic tion bet een the A ency and the eruency Council on all m tters 
rela.tin to our olitic 1 ctivities in the Un ted ta.tes, nd oldmann 
must refer y co ic tion touching our or~ to us nd should not 
on his o and on the ple of an emer ency · econ cts 1th 

overru ent fficials thout consul ting the Co-c irmen of the 
er ency C ncil. 

In this connection I am nding you thr e it • ich 
ant in connection ith t..~e presen tion of our case, 

e ent on the hi tory of the est blishment of the ~ency 
Bure u in ash ton; (b) the ~reement re ched ·nd i ned 1st 
year in Dr. ,ise's office .hich s never en llv du to in letter 
a.d spirit in hich it .as eed th t I s to ssume led r p 
int es ere of olitic 1 ff rs and in hich the Zionist . ~ ency 
Council s to be re><n,,,,.,..__. the body re onslble for the centr 11, d 
direction of our olitic l efforts; and (c) e stat nt hicn Feuer 

a e in , behalf over the telephone to r. Shul.mm :folio in the 
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ction of the 'ecutive Committee on ust 28th. 

ith ~11 good ishes, I re in 

Very cordially yours, 

AHS:BK 
Enc. -
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