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ZIO IST 
NEWYORI 

LONDO JANUARY 5 193 

TEIHJV A'r U KAN L EI.AR HALJ.V Al RESHIT SAIWU POLITIT VEKALKALIT 
BEIKOT SHENIT CHOSSER HEZKER ALn• JlIDRERETH DAAGAH KI Y....,,.ou.i::.vH 
BLI GVUL UAXIJltJll POLITI LEALIYAH BIZIIAI SHEHECHRACHI YUCHZAR IKRON 
YECROLETH HAKLITA STOP YESH LEECHOZ BEUV ZEH BENOGEAH LEITONUTH 
UVEA.SEFOT AJI BEYACIUS LEAJIBASSAOOR BOOICREH SHEMISHLACHATH 
TOFIAH LEFANAW HANALA 

TRAN..,LATION 

ZIONISTS 
EffYORX 

ZIONIT LONOO 
,, 

LONDON JANUARY 5 1958 

OUR REACTIO HERE TO IT PAPER FIRSTLY POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 

DANGER IN DELAY SECONDLY FAILURE ENTIO IMMIGRATION AROUSED ANXIETY 

TH.AT POLITICAL MilDIU1I OF DOIIGRATION LL BE INDEFINITELY CONTINlJED AT A 

TIIIE IT IS SSENTIAL TO HAVE PRINCI LE O"I ECO O C ABSORPTIVE CAPACITI 

RED TOP 

THE PRESS AND 

IT IS NEC SARY TO ACT ALONG SE LINES IN RESPECT TO 

AS WELL AS IN CONNECTION WITH THE A.l. ASSIDIR 

IN CASE DEL!nATIO APPEARS BEFORE HIM 

ZIONIST EIIDUTIVE 



American Zionists gravely concerned over the si tua-

tion created through the White Paper just issued. Inasmuch as 

many months must elapse before a decision will be arrived at 

with regard to partition, American Zionists thu.efaM join the 

Executive of the Jewish Agency in demanding that until such a 

decision is reached, the Mandate shall be enforced with immigra­

tion on the basis of the economic absorptive capacity of Pales-

tine. Pending decision and pending the action of parliament 

Palestine should not be treated as if it ha.d reac~-a 
1 

'[,8/., end, 

but the normal operations under the Mandate Should ~~ned. 

C 
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 

CENERAL ASSEMBLY 

JANUARY 8-9-10, 1938 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

NETHERLAND PLAZA HOTEL 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH 

FEDERATIONS AND 

WELFARE FUNDS, INC. 

71 WEST 47TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE NEW YORK OFFICE 



GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEADQUARTERS 

The Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, will be head­

quarters for the 1938 General Assembly. To assure accommo­

dations, make your reservations to the Netherland Plaza 

directly and at an early date. All sessions of the Assembly 

will be held at the Netherland Plaza Hotel. 

CINCINNATI COMMITTEE 

Arrangements in Cincinnati are being made by a local 

committee appointed by the Cincinnati United Jewish Social 

Agencies. Mrs. J. Victor Greenebaum is Chairman of the 

local committee. 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

The General Assembly program is being prepared by a 

special committee of the Council of which Mr. Max Hirsch 

of Cincinnati is Chairman, the other members being: 

George Backer, New York 
Mrs. Sidney C. Borg, New York 
Sidney Hollander, Baltimore 
H. Joseph Hyman, Indianapolis 

Morris Klass, Washington, D. C. 
Ralph E. Samuels, New York 
Lester N. Selig, Chicago 
Ira M. Younker, New York 

l 
The program for the 1938 General Assembly has been planned 

to focus on the local community as the point of approach in con­
sidering and discussing philanthropic and other responsibilities, 
local, national and overseas. Questions of policy, organization, par­
ticipation by laymen and the need for planning are involved in 
these fields. The presentation and discussion of various aspects of 
these problems will be directed to assisting local communities with 
the organization of their activities and resources. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8TH 
NETHERLAND PLAZA HOTEL 
8:15 P.M.-Meeting 

INVOCATION 

ADDRESS OF WELCOME 

The Council in 1938 
The year just closed has been marked by substantial development 

and growth in the Council's program and membership. The member 
agencies have faced new problems and conditions. An extension of 
Council services has been necessary to help deal with these changes. 
The president of the Council will present a brief summary reviewing 
the work and the plans for 1938. 

The Jewish Community Broadens Its Program 
Jewish welfare activities in 1938 have a wider purpose and a broader 

outlook. An important local leader will interpret the local Jewish 
scene and define the present program. Particular attention will be 
given to local organization of resources for dealing with local prob­
lems and local responsibility to national and overseas agencies. 

Federation Enlarges Its Circle 

Great numbers of Jews formerly outside the federation and welfare 
fund membership have a substantial stake in their programs and 
policies. These will be discussed from the standpoint of the man in 
the street with particular reference to the steps which may be taken 
to make federation and welfare fund functioning a really community­
wide effort. 



SUNDAY, JANUARY 9TH 
10:00 A.M. 

Memorial Services for Felix M. Warburg 
A brief memorial service for the late Felix M. Warburg will be held 

in tribute to his leadership and generous interest in the work of the 
Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds and its parent 
organization, the Bureau of Jewish Social Research. 

10:45 A.M. to 12:45 P.M. 

Time and Change Confront Federation 

The Committee on the Social Work Program of Federation of which 
Mr. Sidney Hollander of Baltimore is Chairman has been engaged 
during the year in a study of the changes in federation structure, 
program and administration which have been instituted in certain 
cities to meet altered conditions. The merger of five case work 
agencies in Pittsburgh is a significant instance. This merger will be 
discussed with particular reference to the methods followed in forming 
the merged agency, its effect on federation relationships, the questions 
of agency autonomy and federation planning which have been raised 
and an analysis of the results of the change. This presentation will be 
followed by general discussion from the fl.oor. 

1 :00 P.M.-Luncheon 

Business Meeting 

This meeting will have before it for action the Council's budget 
for 1938, election of officers and other administrative business of the 
Council. 

3:00 P.M. 

Community Councils-Their Organization and Objectives 
Under the Chairmanship of Mr. Julian Krolik of Detroit the Com­

mittee on Jewish Community Councils is analyzing selected com­
munity councils and their efforts to adjust relationships within the 
Jewish group and with the general community. A major objective of 
these Councils is to deal with unfriendly and prejudiced attitudes 
toward Jews. The Committee's report will discuss the principles and 

'1 
.\ 

methods of organization which have proven most effective in recon­
ciling group differences and promoting harmonious action. General 
discussion will follow. 

8:00 P.M. 

The Community Looks Overseas 

The relation of local community interest in and support of over­
seas activities and program will be discussed in the report of the 
Committee on National Jewish Problems of which Mr. Ira M. Younker 
of New York is Chairman. Particular reference will be made to the 
programs and work of the Joint Distribution Committee and the 
United Palestine Appeal. Methods of informing local communities on 
national and overseas needs will be discussed including the fixing 
of local quotas and their relation to the budgets of the national and 
overseas organization. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 10TH 

Planning for Jewish Youth 

Morning and afternoon sessions will present the problems of educa­
tional, cultural and occupational adjustment confronting Jewish youth 
in America. These subjects will be discussed in the light of current 
social and economic forces affecting American youth generally and 
Jewish youth specifically. 

10:00 A.M. 

Discussion at this session will concern itself with the aim and direc­
tion of Jewish educational and youth services, their relation to general 
community youth programs and the problems of community planning 
in these fields. 

3:30 P.M. 

Vocational adjustment of Jewish youth will be discussed at this 
session. Local and national efforts in this field will be considered with 
particular relation to the possibilities and limitations for Jewish group 
activities and federation responsibility for stimulating and directing 
them. 

I 



7:00 P.M.-DINNER MEETING 

The Position of the Jew in the Modern State 

A symposium of divergent views on economic and political factors 
affecting the adjustment of Jews. Program details to be announced. 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS 

71 WEST 47TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

OFFICERS 

President-WILLIAM J. SHRODER, Cincinnati 
Vice-Presidents-EDWARD M. BAKER, Cleveland 

WILLIAM RosENWALD, New York 
IRA M. YouNKER, New York 

Secretary-HENRY WINEMAN, Detroit 
Treasurer-SOLOMON LowENSTEIN, New York 
Executive Director-H. L. LuRrn 
Associate Director-GEORGE W. RABINOFF 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

GEORGE BACKER, New York 

EowARo M. BAKER, Cleveland 

SAM BEBER, Omaha 

IRVIN BETTMAN, St. Louis 

SAMUEL GoLDHAMER, Cleveland 

SAMUEL A. GOLDSMITH, Chicago 

I. Eow1N GoLDWASSER, New York 

MRS. SIEG HERZOG, Cleveland 

DAVID M. HEYMAN, New York 

SIDNEY HoLLANDER, Baltimore 

DANIEL E. KosHLAND, San Francisco 

ALBERT D. LASKER, Chicago 

ELIAS MAYER, Chicago 

ALFRED M. OPPENHEIMER, Pittsburgh 

KuRT PEISER, Philadelphia 

CHARLES A. RIEGELMAN, New York 

WILLIAM RosENWALD, New York 

WALTER N. ROTHSCHILD, Brooklyn 

EowIN J. ScHANFARBER, Columbus 

BEN M. SELEKMAN, Boston 

WILLIAM J. SHRODER, Cincinnati 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Cleveland 

S. WALTER STERN, New Orleans 

EUGENE WARNER, Buffalo 

SOLOMON LOWENSTEIN, New York JOSEPH WILLEN, New York 

HERBERT MALLINSON, Dallas HENRY WINEMAN, Detroit 

MoRR1s WoLF, Philadelphia 

MEMBER AGENCIES 

AKRON, OHIO 
Jewish Social Service Federation 

ALBANY, N. Y. 
Jewish Social Service 

ALTOONA, P\. 
Federation of Jewish Philanthropies 

AsHEVILLE, No. CAROLINA 
Federated Jewish Charities 

ATLANTA, GA. 
Federation for Jewish Social Service 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

BALTIMORE, Mo. 
Associated Jewish Charities 

BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 
Jewish Community Council 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
United Jewish Fund 

BOSTON, MASS. 
Associated Jewish Philanthropies 

BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 
Jewish Welfare Bureau 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Federation of Jewish Charities 

BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Jewish Federation for Social Service 

CANTON, Omo 
Jewish Welfare Fund 
Jewish Welfare League 

CENTRALIA, WASH. 
Centralia-Chehalis Jewish Welfare Fund 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 
Federation of Jewish Charities 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
Jewish Charities 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 
Jewish Community Council 
United Jewish Social Agencies 

CLEVELAND, Omo 
Jewish Welfare Federation 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

CoLUMBus, Omo 
United Jewish Fund 

DALLAS, TEXAS 
Jewish Federation for Social Service 

DAYTON, Omo 
Jewish Federation for Social Service 
United Jewish Council 

DEs MOINES, IowA 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

DETROIT, MICH. 
Jewish Welfare Federation 

ERIE, PA. 
Jewish Community Council 

FLINT, MICH. 
Federation of Jewish Charities 

FoRT WAYNE, TNo. 
Jewish Federation 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
Jewish Federation 

FRESNO, CALIF. 
Jewish National Welfare Fund 

HAMILTON, ONT., CANADA 
The Jewish Social Services 

HARRISBURG, PA. 
United Jewish Community 

HARTFORD, CONN. 
United Jewish Charities 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
Jewish Community Council 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
Jewish Federation 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
Jewish Community Council 

JOLIET, ILL. 
Jewish Welfare Chest 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
Jewish Welfare Federation 

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
Jewish Welfare Federation 

LONG BEACH, CALIF. 
United Jewry 

Los ANGELES, CALIF. 
Federation of Jewish Welfare Organizations 
United Jewish Welfare Fund 

LOUISVILLE, KY. 
Conference of Jewish OrganizatioM 
Jewish Welfare Federation 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Federation of Jewish Welfare Agencies 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

MILWAUKEE, Wis. 
Federated Jewish Charities 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
Federation for Jewish Service 

MONTGOMERY, ALA. 
Jewish Federation 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 
Federation of Jewish Charities 



NEWARK, N. J. 
Conference of Jewish Charities 

NEW H,WEN, Co:-1N. 
Jewish Welfare Society 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
Jewish Charitable & Educational Federation 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Federation for Support of Jewish Phi, 

!anthropic Societies 

NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y. 
Jewish Federation 

OAKLAND, CALIF. 
Jewish Federation 
United Jewish Welfare Fund 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
Jewish Community Center & Welfare Fed. 

PEORIA, ILL. 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

PHILADELPHIA, p A. 
Federation of Jewish Charities 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Federation of Jewish Philanthropies 
United Jewish Fund 

PORTLAND, OREGON 
Federation of Jewish Societies 
Oregon Jewish Welfare Fund 

PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
Jewish Federation for Social Service 

READING, PA. 
Jewish Community Council 

Rrc1n.rnND, VA. 
Jewish Community Council 

RIVERSIDE, CALIF. 
Jewish Welfare and Distributing Comm. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
United Jewish Appeal 
Jewish Welfare Council 

ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Jewish Community Chest 

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. 
United Jewish Welfare Fund 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
United Jewish Council 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
Jewish Social Service Federation 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 
United Jewish Fund 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
Federation of Jewish Charities 
Jewish National Welfare Fund 

SCRANTON' p A. 
Jewish Federation 

SEATTLE, w ASH. 
Federated Jewish Fund 
Jewish Welfare Society 

Srnux CITY, IowA 
Federation of Jewish Social Service 

SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 
Jewish Welfare Fund 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
Jewish Social Service Bureau 

ST. Lours, Mo. 
Jewish Federation 

ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Jewish Welfare Association 
United Jewish Fund 

STOCKTON' CALIF. 
National Jewish Welfare Fund 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Jew°ish Social Service Bureau 

TACOMA, w ASH. 
Federated Jewish Fund 

ToLEDo, Omo 
Jewish Federation 

TORONTO, CANADA 
Federation of Jewish Philanthropies 

TRENTON, N. J. 
Jewish Federation 

TROY, N. Y. 
United Hebrew Charities 

TYLER, TEXAS 
Jewish Community 

VANCOUVER, B. C. 
Jewish Administrative Council 

WACO, TEXAS 
Jewish Federated Charities 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Jewish Social Service Agency 

WHEELING, w. VA. 
Jewish Central Committee 

WICHITA, KANSAS 
Mid,Kansas Jewish Welfare Federation 

WILKES BARRE, PA. 
Wyoming Valley Jewish Committee 

WILMINGTON, DEL. 
Jewish Federation of Delaware 

WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 
Jewish Community Council 

WoRCESTER, MASS. 
United Jewish Charities 

YoRK, PA. 
Jewish Organized Charities 

Y ouNGSTOWN, Omo 
Jewish Federation 

J 
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GOAL 
UNITED 

FOR 19 3 7: 
PALESTINE 

$4,500,000 
APPEAL 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION Fmm (KEBE:N HAYESOD)-JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 

EMERGENCY FUND (MIFAL BITZABON) OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

FOB TBE SETtLDIUT lM' PALEIITDO: OF JEWS OF GEBMJlXY, PoIJUlt> AND OTREB I.ANDS 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 
National Chairmen 

STEPHEN s. WISE 

ISRAEL GoLDSTEIN 
Mll.UBICE LEVIN 
WILLIAM M. LEwts 
Loms LiPsJtY 
MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ABBA liILLEL SILVER 
ELnro D. STONE 

Associate Chairmen 
LEoH GELLMA:N 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

Honorary Chairmen 
CYRUS ADLEB 

ALFRED M. CoHE:N 
HEBBEBT H. LEHMA:11' 

JULIAN W. MACK 
HENBIETTA SzoLD 
FELIX M. WABBUBG 

Associate Treasurers 
ABRAHAM L. LiEBOVITZ 
LOUIS RIMSKY 

Honorary Vice-Chairmen 
LOUIS ALTSCHIJL, Mt. Vernon 
A. M. ASHINSll:Y, Pittsburgh 
LOUIS BAMBERGER, Newark 
OscAR BERMAN, Cincinnati 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland 
FRED BuTZEL, Detroit 
HENRY COHEN, Galveston 
AMOS DEINARD, Minneapolis 
SARAH FEDER, New York 
M. MALDWIN FERTIG, New York 
PHILIP FORMAN, Trenton 
SOLOMON B. FaEEHOF, Pittsburgh 
HARRY FRIEDBERG. Kansas City 
HARRY FRIEDENWALD, Baltimore 
HERMAN GESSNER, Escanaba 
I. M . GOLDEN, San Francisco 
SOLOMON GOLDMAN, Chicago 
ABRAHAM GOLDSTEIN, Hartford 
JAc1< GOODMAN, Indianapolis 
CHArM GREENBERG, New York 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati 
L. MANDEL HENDLER, Baltimore 
ISIDORE HERSHFrELD, Washington 
HAROLD HIRSCH, Atlanta 
EDWARD L. ISRAEL, Baltimore 
HAROLD JACOBI, New York 
Mas. EDWARD JACOBS, New York 
MEYER JACOBSTEIN, Rochester 
A. SIGMUND KAENINGEISER, Newark 
JACOB J. KAPLAN, Boston 
J. M. KAPLAN, New York 
MORDECAI M. KAPLAN, New York 
EDMOND I. KAUFMAN, Washington 
LOUIS E. KIRSTEIN, Boston 
GusTAVE KLAUSNER, St. Louis 
Mas. REBEKAH KOHUT, New York 
JOSEPH KRAEMER, Newark 
ARTHUR M. LAMPORT, New York 
LEON LEHMAN, Pittsburgh 
MONTE M. LEMANN, New Orle<Jns 
B. L. LEVINTHAL, Philadelphia 
FELIX A. LEVY, Chicago 
JIJLIOS LIVINGSTON, Tulsa 
SOLOMON LOWENSTEIN, New York 
JAMES MARSHALL, New York 
ISRAEL MATZ, Brooklyn 
LOUIS B. MAYER, Culver City 
CHARLES W . MORRIS, Louisville 
MORIIIS NEAMAN, Pittsburgh 
JOSEPH A. PADWAY, Milwaukee 
HARnw1G PERES, Memphis 
JosEPH B. PERSl<lE. Atlantic City 
MICHAEL SCHAAP, New York 
MAX J. SCHNEIDER, New York 
SAMUEL SCHULMAN, New York 
MAX SHULMAN, Chicago 
MAX StLVERSTEIN, New York 
HORACE STERN, Philadelphia 
SOL M. STROOCI<, New York 
WILLIAM T ARADASH, Miami 
HERMAN P. TAUBMAN, Tulsa 
Joe WEINGARTEN, Houston 
HENRY WINEMAN, Detroit 
MRS. STEPHEN S. WtsE, New York 
SAMUEL WOHL, Cincinnati 
ALEXANDERS. WoLF, St. Louis 
IRA M . YouN1<EB, New Y ork 

111 FIFTH A VENUE 
NEW YOBK CITY 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Silver: 

J"anuery 6, 1938 

I cannot tell you how happy I am to think you have 
accepted the Chairlrflnship of the United Palestine Appeal. 
You are young and strong and girted, and it is for younger 
men like yourself to begin to assume the reeponsibility which 
we older men have carried too long. 

I am not asking to be relieved of responsibility. 
I am perfectly willing to act as coadjutor to you and to be 
Chai:nnan of the Executive Committee here, assuming that you 
wish it. Be perfectly frank and tell me if you think it would 
be better for me not to be Chairman o as to ma 
new regime has cane. I will unders and. 

If I am ready to serve as Chairman of th Executive, 
it is only because there will be a week or ten days -- pos s ibly 
even a fortnight -- at a time when you can:c.ot be here; anQ I 
would be ready to look at everything that comes in and telephone 
or write to you and forward the things that should come before 
you for judgnent and decision. 

We mat yesterday and decided that it would not be 
necessary to trouble you to come to New York in the rext days. 
We shall make an anr..ouncement about you probably Monday morning, 
I think it wiser not to wait until the Washington Conference. 
Let the country feel that we are started, and coming just now 
it will prove of greet advantage psychically. 

The four of us met and we inu::lediately sent a cable 
to London, copy of which I enclose, asking the London Executive 
or the Agency to forward it to the Colonial Office. 

My own judgment was in fa'Vor of a i;e rsonal n:eeting 
with Sir Ronald Lindsay, though he is unsympathetic and far 
trom being or large stature; but the others felt that we can 
get suff icient notice without using Sir Ronald as a sound i ng 
board. 

Of course we are going to be 9lamed and damned for 
the postponement or f ailure of partition. We Will have to 
take it. The passionate pro-partitionists had a meeting 

"LET EVERY AMERICAN JEW MEAsun: HIS GIFT IN THE LIGBT OF TBB 
FUTURE HE Is CREATING FOR JEWS IN PALESTINE" 



... 

yesterday. Some of them under the leadership of Richards, who 
presided, are going to ask the Administrative of the Zionist 
Organization of America to cell an extraordinary session ot 
the Zionist Organization. I am per1'ectly willing to have it 
done. I think we can lick them with our hands tied. They have 
no humility whatever. After all, we ;;ve done today what was done 
thirty years ago by those who refusedVganda. Of course we may 
have terrible immigration restrictions and land sale difficulties, 
but I agree with Chatham (L.D.B.) that partition alone is irrev­
ocable. 

We bad a :full discussion yesterday on the matter of 
management. It will interest you to learn that Montor (who has 
been invaluable to me throughout the past two year) and Blitz 
(head of the New York caIJ'iB ign) and Alex Rothenberg (Comptroller) 
have offered to run the campaign, and seem to feel that we dO not 
require any outside or additional forces. 

Lipsky see1Il8 bent upon making Blitz the Head. I 
insist that nothing shall be done until at"ter consultation with 
you. If you are the Chairman, it is for you to decide whom you 
want at your side. Personally I feel that the triumvirate would 
work out. 

I hear on all sides that Stone or Blitz, whom Lipsky 
favors, would not facilitate the raising of funds. Stone is 
heavy, stolid and temperamentally immobile. As for Blitz, I 
don't think he has the stature in any sense. 

Have you thought about it? Are you ready to give 
me your judgment on the question? It is really one of very 
great importance. If you want to communicate with me, I shall 
be in New York all of next week excepting for Tuesday evening 
until Thursday evening. 

With most cordial greeting and rejoicing to think 
that you are to take over the work, whieh I have tried to do 
during the past two years and promising you my fullest helpa 

-------------_,Y,.._07/,ialf~ 
,~. St~se 

SSW:FE 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: HENRY MONTOR 

IN :RE: ~ETUTG OF 1UTIOl~.AL com:rcIL OF JEWISH Y.:!JD~RATIONS 
AND WELF.AIE Ftnms 

AT crncnmATI, OHIO - JANUARY 8TE, 9TH, .,urn 10TH, 1938 

The meeting in Cincinnati on January 8th, 9th and 10th of the 
National Council of Jewish Federations and ·,velfare Funds was interesting 
for (a) contacts with local leaders, for (b) an understanding of the 
relationship between individual Welfare Funds and the Council and for 
(c) an appreciation of the attitude of local leaders of the United 
Palestine Appeal. 

It is important to note that the officers of the National Council, 
including such men as Harry L. Lurie, Director, William Shroder, Presi­
dent and Ira M. Younker, a Vice President, are anxious that the Council 
have an independent existence. It 6o es not alVJays ach ieve that purpose 
because the leadership of the National Council and the Joint Distribution 
Committee are freq_uently inclistingu.ishable. Whatever hostility expresses 
itself in the national headq_uarters of the Joint Distribution Committee 
to the Council is due to the belief that the Council is not responding 
to the pressure exerted upon it by the Joint Distribution Committee. In 
general, the officers of the Council wish to be fair to the United Pal­
estine Appeal, not bec"'Qhse of an ideological regard for it but purely 
out of a sense of fairness. 

Prior to the opening session of the Council meeting on Saturday 
evenL1g, there was a conference of representatives of national and over­
seas agencies, contLminr_; discussions that have been held informally among 
them in New York. Those present included Dr. Maurice J. Karpf for the 
Graduate School; Isidor Co ons for the Joint Distribution Committee; Harry 
L. Glucksman for the Jewish Welfare Board, Karl Schaefer for the Denver 
agencies , and Henry Montor for the United Palestine Appeal. 

Dr. Karpf believes that the national and ov8rseas agencies should 
organize their forces in rela.tioa to the Council in order to obtain (1) 
a more (JJ_uitable distribution of funds raised locally; (2) a larger sense 
of r8sponsibility of the local Welfare Funds to the national agencies; 
anc (3) a plane of eq_ual relationship between the national agencies and 
the Council. This view is shared by the majority of the a ,:,-ency repre­
sentatives . 

The sole vigorous objector is the Joint Distribution Cormnittee, 
which apparently feels that by merging itself with any group, whether 
National Council of Welfare Funds or a national cou.ncil of national 
and overseas a r:encies would. be lo sine its ·h7tgemon:/ ~erican Je•,7ish life. 
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The Council officers would. like to see a moro stable relationship 
between itself and the agencies than now exists. They ar,~ not hostile, 
therefore, to the closer coordination between national agencies • 

.At the business session of the Council on Sunday a resolution was 
presented and ad.opted after amendment, that the Council Board of Directors 
should be empowered to negotiate wit11 the national agencies to formulate 
a relationship and to bring back to t :1.e next Council m0eting a plan which 
might consist of integration within the structure of the Council itself 
or might recognize the value of a separate organization of agencies. 

The Council officers are disturbed that no agreement was effected 
between the Joint Distribution Committ0e and the United Palestine Appeal 
for 1938. Ira Younker commented caustically on that fact in his remarks 
on Natio::-ial Jewish j;-foblems on Sunday night. .At the business session of 
the Council at Sunday luncheon a res '.>lution was unanimously adopted calling 
upon both organizations to work out an agreement as necessary for the 
comrnuni ties. 

Durinb three days I spoke to representatives of many corrrn1111ities 
regarding relationship of the United Palestine Appeal to Welfare Funds. 
Principal criticism was directed at separate fund-raising activities 
of the Jewish National Fund. Zacl1 spokesman, usually a Zionist repre­
sentative, admitted that the amount additional obtained by the Jewish 
National Fund was not large or excessive, but added that the friction 
produced as a result of such activity jeopardized the status of the 
United Palestine Appeal in the consideration of the larger allocations 
of the Welfare Fund. 

AlthoU,f;h the Co1111cil officers themselves insist on an agreement, 
this view is not shared by all the local community leaders, many of them 
feeling that in any event local decisions prevail and a national agree­
ment can only be embarrassing. Pittsburgh, Youngstown, Indian~rolis 
and Milv,aukee spokesmen felt that a 60-40 a{;reement was not helpful to 
the United Palestine A~'Jpeal. In general, hov;ever, it must be said that 
Zionists and non-Zionists alike wanted to be freed of the necessity of 
local decisions anC:. to avoid the friction incident to competition between 
the Joint Distribution Committee and United Palestine Appeal. 

THE SESSIONS 

At the session Saturday night, January 8th, there was a discussion 
of the Jewish Community Council as a forum for unifying the Jewish community. 
All the ,.:":.iscussion was in the direction of democratizing the Jewish Community 
CJuncil so that it would be representative of orthodox and reform, Zionist 
and non-Zionist. B. c. Vladeck, one of the speakers at the session, urged 
Jewish communities to concern themselves not merely with the raising of funds 
for overseas purposes but to realize tDat identification with local economic 
and social progressivism was essential to save democracy and, consequently, 
Jewish life. 
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The session on Sunday mornil.lf; was a specialized discussion of 
social work problems.· '.the luncheon session was devotee. to the business 
of the Council.' .,;. number of resolutions were ad.opted. One referred to 
the wish for an agreement between the Joint Distribution Committee and 
United Palestine ..tppeal. The other authorized the Council officers to 
insist upon more comphite knowledge of the expenditures of the agencies 
sharing in the ·de lfare Funds; Although the resolution itself was in­
nocuous sounding, it was the result of adverse comment made on the United 
Palesti:::.3 Appeal at an executive session the c.ay before by William 
Rosenwald, who insisted t~1at the country uhould know:. not mt:Jrely how 
the United Palestine Appeal disburses its funds but how the funds are 
spent when they reach Palestine. At t::is session, Montor suggested 
that inasmuch as t:.1e- obligation rested on thd agencies to supply maxi­
mum informa tion anC:. accounting, there should be a similar obligation to 
the agencies by the Welfare Ji'unds, w}lich have failed in many instances 
to supply information on their distrioution cf fund.s,, Mr . Shroder, who 
presided, stated that this was a legitimate request. Ht.3 stated, on 
comment from Mr . Lurie, that the Ot)uncil was obtaining information on 
all We lfare Fund ex-pen di ture s and woul cl be glad then to make thi s 
available to the aeencies • 

.At the session on Sunday night , Janua ry 9th, Ira M. Youn_lce r 
presented a report of national Jewish problema He str0ss0c'. <'-· cin the 
need for an agreement betv,een the J oint Distribution Committee and United 
Palestine Appeal t o avoid friction i n t:1e communities. Ho said tl1at the 
sentiment of American J ewry would be 11 a pla,~e on both your houses" unless 
such an agreement was arrived at. 

T:.1e speakers at the session Wt3re George Backer, on belialf of the Joint 
Distribution Committee and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver for the Unit e d Palestine 
Appeal. Dr. Silver, who was introduced in his new capacity as National 
Cl1airman of the United Palestine .Appoal for 1938, described in detail the 
practical needs of the United Palestine Appeal, pointing out that the Keren 
Hayesod and Keren Kayemetl: have a total budget for 1938 of ap1Jroximately 
$8,000,000 and approximately $4,500,000 of this was required from .Aocrican 
Jewry. Dr. Silver pointed out that Pa rtition was not a matter ·:r:1ich any 
of the communities ought to consider in the question of participating in the 
United Fc.lestine Appeal fund-raising efforts . Ho pointed out that the 
recent Vfl1ite Paper had made it clear that in any event Partition was not a 
problem for 1938. 

Dr. Silver then reviewed J ewish achievements in Palestine durinf: the 
past twenty years, with special reference to the despair reflected in the 
attitude of many Jewish leaders today vrl10 should, instead, be inspirini:; 
their constituencies with faith and courage, not only with regard to Pal­
estine, but to the entire J ewish situation. Dr. Silver• s address was so 
eloquent and moving that Mr. Joseph P. Loeb, Presidont of the J ewish Welfare 
Fund of Los Angeles, who presided, suggested that the general discussion 
which was to have followed the speakers be eliminated, for he felt - and 
this view was shared by the audience as a v:hole - that anything said further 
would be an anti-climax to Dr. Silver's address . 

• 
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Tha session on Mon&'l~• mornin6 was devoted to a discussion of the 
cultural and vocational adjustment of Jcwi sh J•::iuth, ,vi th Mr. James 
Marshall setting the ke;/noto with an aclc:.r0ss on tho topic. Mr. Marshall, 
in a brief introcLuction to l:..is r:cneral r0port, said that Jewish national­
ism was something w}1ic:1. .American Jarrish youj;h our;ht to be warned against 
and added that the ideal hopes held out wi tl1 reGard to Palestine ton 
years ago had boon blasted.. Ho scored the Zionist leadership for its 
failuro to r0cognize tho nood for takin& into consideration the existence 
of Arabs in PaL:istine. Issue was taken with this point of view by Rabbi 
Barnett R. Brickner, Dr. Emanuel Gamoran and others. 

A luncheon meeting on Monday, presided...,over by Mr. Gcor6e Bac::rnr, 
was devot0C:. to the :l<?)ed.s of the Coordinatirl{.:; Committee for German Refugees. 
The Joint Distribution Committee is definitely taking the Coordinating 
Committ0~ under its wing. It proposes to obtain from American Jewry for 
this purpose durin.; 1938 tho sum of $750,000. The sU{;[:Ostion has been 
made, quite unofficially and informally, that the Joint Distribution 
Committee might b~ willinG to consider a 60-40 aGreement with the United 
Palestine Appaal if all amo11nts obtained for the Coordinating Committee 
work wc=r0 not included in the agreement. It ·,vas pointed out, also in­
formally, that the work of the Coorc1.inating Committee is actually an 
American responsibility which should ~)G borne by Welfare Funds in the 
various communities t o which the refut;ees eventually r,o. But it v,as 
said in turn that if tho Joint Distribution Committee takes care of 
refugees in Czechoslovakia, Belgium and France, there is no reason 
r1hy the obli6ation should. not also b8 accepted in America, since the 
Central Body is required to ac:;.1ieve the 6reatest efficienc;r. It also 
seems that the Ort will be included within the frame,1ork of the Joint 
Distribution Committee durinc; 1938. 

The Council meeti~ was concluded on Monday night with a dinner at 
which Rabbi Solomon Goldman represented the Zionist viewpoint in a dis­
cussion of 11 The Position of the Jew in the Modern World. 11 

There were quite a .mmber of representative leaders at various 
sessions of the Conference, "but it is clear that the Council is not as power­
ful a body as it would lik0 to become or as is sometimes believed. It is 
just as evident, however, that the local communities are beginning to look 
with increasin5 interest on the place of the Council ii1 coordinating the 
work of the various Welfare Funds. 
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35 EAST 62 "-0 S TREET 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 

Janua ry 11 , 1938 

Rabb i Abba Hillel ilver 
T_ e Te:'.1p:!.e 
~ - 1C 5 Stree t & Ansel o~a 
J, gvelano. , Ohio 

Dear be : 

I n o tic ed wi t a g eat t eal of p l easur e t ha t you a re to be 
chairman of t ~e Un ited Palestine pp P-1 drive for 1938 . I 
kno t h e difficulties of conduc ting t h e nat i onal p r ogram, 
and assure you t a t I ons i de r you an addi t i on to it , and 
am s u e that you will ~ .k e a r Pal succes s of t h project . 

I am vritin yo u t h is quite pe r s onally a nd privately . It 
is not for t he record either of the Joint Distrib :J ti on 
Com ittee or t ie United Palestine Appea l . I believe t hat 
i f you and I get to ~ether and t a. k thing over , and a lso 
t alk them over v<'i th Jv1r . BaerwaJ. and p robably , i th Mr . 
Backer , "re can smoo t h out more diff iculties t han some of 
the prof ess ion~l s olicitors can a.evise . I believe we can 
make a wholesome a nd s i gnificantly cooperative picture rirh ich 
will be advantageous not only to the fund raising , but to 
t he h ole p irit of the Ame rican J e\ i sh t h inking . 

When you come to ~'ew York , I ~,i sh you would let me knm , 
and if you can g ive me a little time we can ge t tog ethe r, 
and priva tely and personally discuss t h e va rious ang les of 
the situa tion . l.r . Baer ~ald vvas he. r e t _ is mo r n ing , and 
j oins me in good wishes to you an d assures you of h is will­
in ness t o cooperate . 

I want to clo se b y repeat i n ~ t hat t h i s is a p r sonal 
communication and has no~h ing to do, 1th t he official c or ­
res 9ondence of e ithe r of our organizations , but is, I 
think) of i muortance t o both of us . 

Wi th k inde t re gards to yo ur dear 
t ha t she is c ompletely "le ll , I am , 

JB : : HF 

ife , and ~1th the hope 
as always , 

B. Wi se 



J anunry 14, 19l8 

Rabbi Jonah B. Wise• 
35 East 62nd Street, 
New York, N.Y. 

ly dear J onaht 

I was very happy to receive your letter 
and delighted ith its spirit. I need not tell 
you that I reciprocate ever~ sentim~nt ex?reeeed 
therein. 

I shall welcome the op_ortunity of meeting 
with Jou, Ir. Baerwald nnd _r. Backer and talk over 
the things which are clo5est to our he ·rte n a 
vert informal and otf-the-record manner. I have 
always beli.eTed and aoted u.oon the belie£ that both 
the J.D.C. nd the U.P.A. are doing tremendously 
significant and indi1pens~cle work toda), that 
their activities are supplementary rather t~an 
competitive and the closest kind or cooperation can 
and should exist between the two organizatione. 
Ther~ was never a time that I addressed a public 
meeting for the U.P.A. that I did not at the same 
time call attention to the indiepensable and 
heroic work which the J.D.C. nae doing. 

I am going to be in New York on Monday, 
January 24th, the day following the U.P.A. Conference 
in Washington. If convenient, I shall be very happy 
to meet you on that day. Ir not, I can arrange to stay 
over for Tuesday morning. 

11th all good 'ilfiehet, to you and yours in 
'Which Mrs. Silver joins oe. I remain 

Wost cordially yours, 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF z.o.A. ADMHTISTRATIVE COl'iT'ITTEE, HELD ON SUNDAY, JAN, 16,1938 

AT THE ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY 

PR'S SENT: Judge Morris Rothenberg (in the Chair), Sairuel Beman, A. D. Braham, 
Adolph Brinberg, Israel S. Chipld.n, Charles A. Cowen, Hon. M. Maldwin Fertig, 
Harry P. Fierst, Jacob Fishman, Abra.ham Goldberg, Harry Grayer, l'lorrie Greenberg, 
Leo Guzik, Ieidor9 A. Hassin, Isaac Imber, Arnold K. Isreali,Saimel Judenfreund, 
Saimal Kane.rvogel, tlord3ca.i Konowitz, Rabbi I.H.Invinth:ll,Abraha.m Liobowitz, 
Eleazar Lipsky, Louis Lipsky, Dr, S. Ml.rgosh3a 1 Morris Margulies ,Rabbi Irving 
Miller, Ihrry J, Moskowitz, Elio.a Proia,, Dr, &.rry Proj9ctor, Hon. Hynan J. R~i t, 
Ch:,.rlJs R-J11, :Sarna.rd G.Richarda, Louie Rimsky, Mos3e Rubinson, Joch.1.non I. 
Rud~vsky, Irving Scha.tz'berg, Sanru.al Schl9imer, R!l.bbi H.E.Schwa.rtz,BernardShelvin, 
C'.l.rl ShJnmn, Hon.Wt!:, I .Siegol, Joshun. Spr~yrn.gen, Robert Szold, ?oorris Weinberg, 
~,hy~r W. W3isgr..l, L-30 \7ilson, Dr. St~phen S. Wiso, Leo Wolfson; Dr, Abrahrun 1h11, 
Alb-:my, N.Y.; R'lbbi M'lurica J.Bloom, Newburgh, N.Y.; Col. :Sonja.min F.Ev~rts, Holy­
olo, ~~es.; Dlvid Fra.nksi, Trenton, N.J.; J:i.cob Ginsburg, Newton Uppar R:\.lls,I.f.a.s9.; 
R~bbi Abro.h'.l.xr. I. J:icobson, Amsterdam, N. Y.; Ib.rold JfJ!far, Mt. Vornon, N. Y.; Jcsaph 
Kr~3rr3r, Newa.rk, N.J.;Aaron Lavinstona, Newnrk,N.J.; Ju.dga Louis E, Lclvinth.l.l, 
Phi11.d'llphi3., P:i,; Judge Wm. M, Lowis, Phihdelphia,Po.,; Charl3e R~senga.rten, 
W~terbury, Conn.; Judgs J01Jph Siogler, Newark, N.J.; Rabbi Julius Silb9rfeld, 
Newo.rk, N,J.; Archib:l.ld Silvorr.nn, Providance, R.I.; Hon. Elihu D.Stcna,Boston, 
rl.a.ss. i Dr. S:i.rnu3l r.urza l, Bridg-3port, Conn. ; Mrs. Ib.vid de Sol..,, Po-: l ( in pla.co of 
Mrs .Epstein). 

Excusas for non-a.ttendanco waN racaived from Iso.,1.c .All3n, New Y:irk; R,-:iubi Merton 
M.BJrm:i.n, Chica.go, Ill. i R:lbbi furr.9tt R.:Srickner, ClJv3land, O. i J£>.cob C~hdn, 
Ib.verhill, 1/.a.s$,; RJ.b~)i L:ion I.Feuer, Toledo, O.; D'l.vid Friddnnn, Norfolk, V"..,; 
J.:-s-aph Goldbl3rg, Worcaetar, M3.ss,; R:i.bbi HJnry R. Goldberger, Altoona., fu. i R~'d 
Sol?m~n Goldm~n,Chic~go, Ill.; B. H~rwich, Chica.go, Ill.; Prcf.Gusto.ve Klausner, 
St. L:mis, Mo.; Su.mual Kranzcare,St. Louie, Mo,; tft.9y-:,r Lovy, New York; Dr .l·l.B. 
Lichtanstain, Pitts"burgh, P;)..j Mor":irr,sr lf.3,y, N.J.shvillo,Tenn.; Louis J. Mcss,Brook­
lyn, N.Y.; ihx Nigrosh, ll'ltta.pa.n, lib.as.; F..:irry A. Pine, Newo.rk, N.J,; Dr. M.J. 
Robbins, lhs~, N.H.; Louie P.Roclcor, NJ\7 York; Dr. A.J.R0ngy, Naw York; Hanry 
Ros3nbaum, Phinfi3ld, N .J.; Dr. J. ht R:isanthn.l, Monticallo, N, Y. i S irnon Shatzvr, 
De tr:,i t, Mich. 

Tha rr,a:iting was c.1lled to ord3r at 2:3) P.lv:., .,itl1 Judge Rothenberg in the Chair. 

ZOA ATTITUDE IN RELATION TO CONGRESS RESOWTION OH PARTITION: 

The Clmirn:::m rsc::-.lled tlut a.t the la.at m13eting of th:, Adr'..inistrativei Comrittee of 
the z. 0 ,A. the Pr-::sident wa.s empowerod to .lpp,:-int .J. c:-:--:-::i ttaa which shculd f~ rrru.­
la.ta the Ar'.aric~n Zionist attitude in r9la.tion to the Congross Resoluticn en Parti­
tion. Fellowing trot 0.ction Dr. Wise :i.ppoint3d th:i fellowing con:r.itt9e: Carl 
Sh,rrran, C':ul.irr:o.n; Hon. M. ?hldwin Fertig, Jncob Fisl-r..an, Abra.:w.rr Goldbarg, Dr. I. 
Goldst-3in, Joseph Kro.3m3r, R(lO°:i I. H, Lwinthnl, Dr. Ludwig Lewischn, Louis Lipsey, 
li:n. Mcrris Rcthenl.,erg, Elihu D. Stene, Robert Szold, ~d Dr. Stophi:in s. Wise. 

Judg9 Roth3nb9r5 ca.ll3d upon Mr. C'.l.rl Sher:::sn, the Ch:lirr...n.n of th3 Cor.-r.ittea, to 
r3p:rt. 

?!.r. S::13r:-.,:m r3port3d t::1t t:"1.:3 Con-=r.i ttc~ n:1.. 3d "by tho Prasident H3t ~n two occ::i.­
si~ns :,.nd in th.:? int Jr~ con tinusd t~1a di scusei c-,ns thr:,uf,h two su'b-cor..r .itt3cs • 
All of th-3 views as b atwean the nJin-zag\?rs ;:i.nd the ya.-za.gns ware discussJd in 
th-3 li3ht r-,f" t'.:.3 o:r.'.l.v3 situ...,ti::n t:ut ,--.t.:;se cut of the issuance cf t!:a Y/!1it'3 P:-.p?r-. 

T:1er3 v-r.:1.s a. desir~ :;n tha part of <lll t:~.:-sa vl':o a.tt~mdad t:1s 
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meeting to arrive ~ta f)rrrl1.lla fer t~e ccnduct cmd notion by Acerican Zionists 
which will reconcile all visws. Mr .Sherr:;-.an thJn read the resolution which has 
1Ben a.greed upon by the Comnittee, ns follo"WS: 

"The 20th Zionist Congress mving rea.ffirrr.od the historic connection 
of the Jewish per,ple with Palestine o.nd their inalien.'l.ble rir,ht to their 
Hor.:-31.='-nd; Njocting both the CC',nclusi~ns and tha pa.llia.tiv-3 proposals of 
the British Roynl Com:-::ission, ~nd ~10.ving d~cl~red the sc~e~e of p~rtiticn 
put f:-rwo.rd 'bys a.id Co:-:.1:-.ission a.s u.nn.ccepto.'ble, but 3mpowering the Executive 
to ne;:;0tiate with~ vhw to ~scertnininF.; the precise terr.:s of His l'hjesty's 
Governm.sn t for thJ proposed asta.blishrnant of a. Je1vish State; 

"While these nae;1'tiations on the pa.rt of th9 Executive bave lleen g cin£; on, 
pers~ns in London, Gon2va and Jerusalem withcut ~uthority to act, h.~ve been 
engaged in poli tic3.l a. cti vi ties desic;ned to crx1.t0 t1B false ir..1pression t:b.,,'\t 
the Jewish people rej~ct o.ny propos.:l.l for a. Jewish Stata, and proi; : ..;tng to 
the British Governrr,0nt the crystallization of the Jewish Na.ti::nnl Hor.10; 

"The Executive of the Zivnist Org~niza.tion of .Ar:.erica protests o.g~inst th!se 
unauthorized political activities as a usurpation of the functions. of the 
Executi\13 of th<3 Jewish Ag0ncyoo provid<!d for in the 1'.iandate, decla.ras its 
uncorr.:pro:r.ising opposition to any detGrr.:ino.ti,:?n cf the protlert in Palestine 
th~t ir;;poses a. rr.inori ty stn.tus up::n the Jewish people int heir Hot'.;ela.nd; 

"The Adrr.inistr:i.tiva Con::-ittea =f the Zionist Orga.niz.1ti,n of Ar"erico. locks 
forward tc, a.successful conclusion of the nagctiatbns cf the Jewis:i Agency 
for Po.las tine with His Ma.jesty1 s Govarn."!lent; o.nd declaros its readiness to 
consider, withvU.t pr~judica, the plan to be sutr.ittad to the special Zionist 
Congr ~'. ss for ths setting up of a. Jewish Sta.ta in Pale)stine; 

"It now a.ppaa.ring tr.At tir..e will be required to for1-11.late the a.ctio:n to be 
taken .l.S ~nvisa.ged in the Whits Pa.per of Jamia.ry 4tl:, .Arr.arica.n Zionists ex­
press their grave concern over the protraction of econo~~c and political 
uncertainty and the consequent irnpair~~nt of the founda.ticns of the Naticnal 
Ho~~, a.nd insist upon speedy decision of the Mandatory Govarn.~ent a.bout the 
future administration of Palestine. Pending such decision, American Zionists 
will support the Executive of the Jewish Agency with all its resources ~d 
influence in resisting any infringer.t,ut of Je\'Vish rights ~s guc.ranteed by 
the Balfolll' Decla.ra.tion and the ?vtl.ncla.te, a.nd detrand tha.t provision shall be 
rrade for continuing an uninterrupted flow of Jewish hr.migration into Pales­
tine, on th9 principle of economic absorptive ca:µ:1,city. established by the 
Mo.nda.tory Government and a.}?proved by the League of Naticns ." 

The Chairman called on Mr. Lipsky, a. mer.~ber of the Comnittee which drafted the 
resolution. 

Mr. Lipsky thought that 311 tha me~bers of the Adrr~nistrative Comr::ittee will feel 
a a-3nse of relief to know tmt it has become possible to arrive a.t what sa'3r.;s to 
ba a. una.nim.:-us C('lnclusi,:,n as to the positic-n to be takan by the National A:llr.inis­
tration of the Z,O.A. The Zionist movement hll.d been placed in a. great difficulty 
at the Zionist Congress. The R9port of the Palestine Royal Com:ission wa.s thrown 
into thQ Congress without adequate discussion in advance. The implications of the 
Report, the a, ctual problerr..s with which the Executiva h:l.d to deo.l within tha pa.st 
six r:,onths in P<:'..lestine, had not been drivan hor.ie 'into the consciousness c,f the 
Zionists w:10 can:e to Zurich. As l\ result, in the discussions a.t Zurich, there was 
evi1ent a confusion as to the purport of the action thit w:ls su.r;.::asted by the Z.Xoc­
utive. 1Vhn.t f1ced the Congress was ~n invitation to political action on the r,~rt 
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t:>f th9 }.hnw.tcry Governr..ent. The Mln".ln.tory Governr...ant se():rad to hn.ve :wrived o.t 
3. conclusion which h:id not be3n rev10.led to the deler;a.tas in a.dvanc::i of the Con­
gress. It h'ld o.rrivl3d at certsin conclusions with regard to its cwn Adl""..inistro.­
tion .~n'la.s tc- w!"-.a.t its future wa.s to be in Pal~stire. What v.e.s t~1: J done with 
th3 prop~s"1.ls of th~ Peel R3pClrt h.·vl tCI ·oo sugr;ested. 'by tho c a.reful scrutiny of 
Executive 0£f1C3rs, rc.ther th,-:m Legisla.tive Officers, o.nd when the Ceng:ross e.d­
journai it C"'-1;.a to l\ f0rtrula. w:iich pr,'.l.ctico.lly 13ft th:l r.Atter cp.:.n. 

On th:, ~ni sida it rm.y 1:J eo11 by r..o.rti tionists tmt carta.in ii3cisi~ns .~ro :J.r­
rivod. o.t, ::ind. on the other side it rcAy ~e &<,i.id by oth'3rs th.'\t no d.acision was 
a.rrivad at; but whnt is cl9a.r to everyliody cc-ncerned \\El.S th.'\t th-3 Executive r~d 
b•3en ~• iven authority to proceed with nggc.tia.tions with a visw to ascart;l.ining the 
natur'3 oft h3 propcsals th.'\t tho Ma.nda.tory Govern?:lent l'J.lld put f1;rth with rer,a.rd 
to the futuro Adeinistr~tion of P~lestin3. It was~ irnplic~tion of the sit~-
tion th~t if the Executiv~ \V3r9 ;iVJn o:u.thority to procead with th~s~ negoti~tions 
t:bai.t thes-:i naG::,ti:i.tions shoul1 t e unhnr:;pJNd by prematura decision or by orgo.nizad 
effort on th-3 part of intl)r:3stad. eler.:~nts to s aa to it t:.13.t w:1.::1.taver the decision 
r:-3.Y bs it shoul:i l .e :iistorted in o.dva.nco:3. It w o.s evident to everybody cona3rned 
t:h3.t the Executiva, as th3 elocte-i reprasanto.tive of the Zi~nist Or(J3niz.'.l.tion,wll.s 
F,iven o.uthori ty to proc-aed unhar;:pared .:md unbn.ndico.pped in ascerto.ining the inten­
tion of the British Govarnre,3nt with re5~rd to t!1is va.i:;ue proposal, to this indefi­
nit3 proposal, to t~1is u.ns.:J.tiafa.ctory a.n:i rejacted proposa.l whicl1 W.'.l.S con t.'.linad 
in tha Paal Report. 

Since ths Zurich Ccni;ress, Ii1r. Lipsky continued, there has been;,::: oinE; on, on t ha 
part of Zionie;its, n.s well a.s n.nti-Zionists o.nd non-Zi,:mista, a. vory hea.tad debate 
with r3gard to this whola question, in :'\ r:-:..-.nnar a.s if it were a question thn..t could 
be discussed fror.1 various points of view, Without injury to the co.use trat is in-
volved. You rr~ght ~sk: What interast ~~Yan a.nti-Zionist h..~ve in cna proposnl or 
another t~nt ms to io with Palestine? Why shculd a.nti-ZiorJ.sts be ccncerned as 
to whath9r Pa.last ina is disr.:err.}?erad, .('.I. s to whe th.:.r t1. Jowish Sta.ta is set up -­
w:i.Jthar a. p-ocd Jewish State ore, ba.d Jewish State? Wha.t is r,:ost surprisinr, is not 
nacesaarily the f~ct that anti-Zionists have bec-ime organized a.nd active in oppo­
sition to th.J :r:,roposals that r.-.ay 1:e conta.inad within the Peel Report ~s to tho 
settinc, up of a.ny Jewis!1 Sta.ta, 1)Ut that r.a.ny of the Zionists, who rsi;;a.rdad tha 
problor.: fr,r:. .'.ln entirely diff.3rent point of view, mve fQund thsr:is:,lvas in a vi3ry 
s3r.:,barra.ssing position of ')ein6 auxilio.ry to a.ct ion ini thted by a.nti-Zionists and., 
as a. rratter ~f fa.ct, ~ra helpinh to doliv~r Zionis~ into the ha.ni.s of .:m org~nizod 
group of ~nti-Zionists who will lJad Zionism in the direction of thJ collapse of 
the rr.-:-verr.ant. 

It has bean ;!"¢wing a.moni; Zionists throughout the world, Ur. Lipsey felt, that the 
prolongation :f this discussion on tha part of Zionists is producing a decision 
not with rage.rd to the partition of Palestino, but with regard i;o the division 
arrong Zionists. W:1en wa returned fron: Zurich, the Ad.r:inistro.tive Corm:i ttaa a.dopted 
a. rasolu tion in which it c.J.utionad tha Zicinists a.go.inst unbridled discussi:m of 
the rasclution, s.nd o.dvisC3d t!'la.t the discussion should b o kept within lir.:its, with­
out atsorbing tha whole oncrgy a.nd intcrast of t~a Zionists. Such a viaw ms 
a.::l.opt3d by tha .Administr.:itiveCor.:r..ittee, was reflected for a. few weeks ih The New 
Palestine, but subsequently it b3cnce evident that it ms impcsaible to i:ainta.1n 
this c3.lrr. and sober attitude. Orga.nized Zionists :\1,:,pted resolutions declaring 
their opposition to tl1e very thought t:..!lt Palestine could ccncoiva.bly ba divided. 
Mr. Lipsky cited t:.a Conv:3ntions :-ield by the Mizra.c!1i, !sdAssa.h, Ibshor.:er Ib.tza.ir, 
~nd tha prcpa.g~nda. 3.dvocating t~eir vi:3Ws, as a result of which it becar::e rr.cre 
dlf'ficult for Zi:nists to nnint!lin theirb a.lance in this situation. 

With r.;ifO.rd to t!.osa who :l.-'.l.V& 'bJen t::i.lkine:; in fa.vor cf a. Jewish Sto.te, l'.'ir. Lii;sky 



- 4 -

SJ.id. tht1 t it is o.n error to assume th.J.t thero is a.n .-:,ffar b,3fora us of a. Jewish 
St:lta in 3. p:1.rt of Pa.hstine. Su.ch 3.Il .,ffer ma a.s yet to bo r.cndo. On th3 t asis 
cf t h,3 Peel Re:r; .rt th9re is no offer, 1:ut o. suggestion of how England can;,: at out 
of its dil9r:::r:-a, ,:lnd. not a.n ")ffer i:lf how .:i. Jewish Sta.ta is to ca~ sta.blished, Nev­
ertheless it sesr::s to 'be tha a.ic of the a.nti-Zi~nists to pr;,vent th~t offer fror:. 
b3ing r.-a.da, since they a.re fundari:er.ta.lly opposed to the a.ir:.s of the Zionist :--ove-
rr.ent. All t:h3ir activities in London,Gen~va, Jerusalem aro c..~lculnted to froduce 
a si tun.ti on wher; no such offer will be r.:a.da by t:ha British Governrr.en t, On the 
oth3r lund, it n:uat -3.lso ba a.:i.id. that if Zic-nists in Ar::erica., Poland, C~da will 
all un:i.ni~ously say, in a.ivance vf any offer being r:.3,Je, tl~~t the Jewish People 
Njact any proposo.l for tha e sta.blisra;;ent of a. Jewish State in pa.rt of Palestire, 
they will ~aka such offer absolutely impossible. The English Governrrsnt will not 
go in tha direction of o. situation which it knows in advance will lead to 3, nega­
tive resp::mse so fa.r as the Jewish people a.re conoorned. 

Mr. Lipsky statad t1'..:1.t the resolution subrr:itted hore assur..Gs that the z.o . .A. de­
cb,res tha.t if ani w::an such an offer is r:.ada for the setting up of a. Jewish Sta.ta, 
ani if the British Governr.:ent will propcse a, defini to and precise offer for~ Jew­
ish State in a i;art of Palastina, the Zionist Organization of .Ar::3rica will con­
sider it withcut prejudice. The resolution sets forth that we are agreeing to 
look upon the situation that will 'b-9 revea.lad a. t the Zionist Conr,ress without 
:r;rejud.ice. There are c3rt~in lir::itaticns o.s to What we coul:i".lecept in hcnor and 
S.3lf-nspe ct, to.kin[: into u.ccount traditions an1 s entir.'l3n ts. But .3. sida fror.; tba.t 
we ara putting :-urs·3lves in a poai tion th~t if o.n honorable 0ffer is r:.ade by the 
: ,ritish Government c-f o. Jewish St,;>.to in a po.rt of Pa.lestine, eubstru1tial and suf­
ficient to a. cert~in ier,ree to satisfy Jewish need !Ind net involve the frustra­
tkn of Zionist id~als -- if such offar is rr.ade honorably, without evasion and 
without chicanery, the Zionist Orga.niza.ti-::in is preps.red to consider it withcu t 
prejudice, fairly a.n1 squo.rely on the n.erits of it, a.s 'beins scr:sthir.ig that sub­
stitutes for tho.t lvb.ndo.te which ha.a been so flexible thnt it oon becooe a,nything 
in the h:J,nds of the l,hnja,tory Goverru:ent, without recourse to the League of Na.­
ti-,ns. When we a.grea to this, rill'. Lipsky p,:,inted out, we strengthen the posi ticn 
of the whole Zionist ::.over!l3nt which is 'being throa.taned by an attack to the ri5ht. 
The test of V\hethar a person is a Zionist or not a, Zionist should not l:ie rrade on 
the basis of balieving in o. Jewish Sta.ta in all of Palestine or part of Palestine, 
but wh•3ther we as Jaws ~re ready to 6.ce a. situation toot involvas fraedor.:, self­
rovarnment zmd self-er..n.ncipation for the Jewish people, regard.less of consequences 
elsew:iere, :m'i if we a.re prepa.rsd to face tho.t, ·-we unite on t:b.:it basis nnd becorr.e 
once mere, as we wer-3 in 1917 !l.ni later on, a. formi1.a'bla .:\rrr.y of d.efense, not al­
lowing a situation to .ievelop that will break up a. settler.:ent in Pala-stine th..~t 
has inner strensth .:md pc-war, and an id.o~l tmt wa :iava b .il8n fight in~ fer for 
fifty yea.rs, to b 3 lost to us. This rasolution ambles tbe Zionist Organization 
to be the constructive ele~ent in Zionist life in the United States. It is an 
ancrr.£l.ly in tha life of the Zionist r:;ovement, Mr. Lipsky added, that the keynote 
of Zhnist opinion should be expressed 1,;y tl1e Ho.da.ssa.h National Board and not 'by 
the Zionist Organization. It is an anorrAly in Zionist life, he said, that a group 
of wor.:Ien, orc;i1nized for tho purpose of hJQ.ling work in Palestine, shcu.ld "oeccr..e. 
the dominant politic.J.l factor in Zionist life in the United Stc.tes. And 'beca.uae 
of our di vision we r:-ll.ka it possible tho.t every voice should be h5ard instead of 
the voice of the Zionist Organization of Arr.erica. 

Mr. Lipsky urged that t:iis resolution ba o.iopted a.s repreeentirl8 a. kind of a. ct ion 
which, if wa folli:>w, will enable us to cover ti. considero."ole p~rt cf the f.round 
tb.a.t we h~ve lost within the last six ~onths, 
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Tha C:ic.irr:.an th-;;n cc.1.lled upon Mr. Elihu D. Stone, :inothar n:-er:ber of tha Cor:r.:i tteG 
which dr.:i.ft~d the NS-')lution -~n z.o.A. ,:i.ttituda. 

Mr. Stene d.i sa~nted to .:l. p:irt of the resolution cont:i.ine1. in par'..1.graph 4 --"and 
decl~res its re~diness to consider, without prejudice, tho plo.n to ce sut~itted 
tc tl.-:.3 sp·Jci:.:l.l Zbniet C:ngress for t:.e settin,::: up of a Jewis:i State in Pales­
tinG" -- which hJ ragJ.r-ied c..s the only "ccntrovorsia.l" part of tha resolution. 
The r3st of th,3 resolution he cr.ara.cterized o.s 11 ::.lrr.ost superfluous". He stated 
that, like t1113 rest of tha -cer:.'bere cf the ccir:.rdttae, he is inter-)sted in establish­
ing pa,1.ce, but, he believe i, there is such a. thinf; o.a 11 peo.ce -- wi t:~ut pea.ca". 
A r,r::i.va :i.nd f'uni,.i-;-,Jnto.l issue can be settled. only v1h~n t·· ,re is o. r::eating of 
J'jind -- hon3stly ~ -i frankly a.n1l c~uro.gecusly arrived o.t -- by both pa.rt ies un-
1.arstJ.nd.inr; wha.t they a re d. •-=inc;. But if we are sir:.ply usi~ wcrds which can b ~ 
interi:rat>3d. 9ith-:;ir wo.y, with so.ch side believinc; thet he !1B.s an advantage over 
the other, 'because we have not f,'3.ced tha issue, w13 o.re simply postp-:;ninc; the 
evil. Ha s.'.l,id he w.1s r,,erfectly willing to rr.o o. lone: wa.y on colla.tera.l r:.o.tters, 
but -Cln o. '!).'.).sic principb, by ~ctinr· as W3 a.r/3 here, v$J o.ra not even pror.:otinG 
th:i v3ry thine t!iat Mr. Lipsky v\E\nts to pror.:ote. 

R3farrinr-; to Mr. Lipsky' s interpr-:ite.tion cf the resolution o.nd Ms rsview of tha 
situ.~tion, Mr. St~ne ea.id: l'la ya.-zc'.l.gers 'h.-:,.ve in ::.ini a Jewish St~te in the lir::ht 
Of th9 sht9r:.Jnt r:-<1de by Dr. Wsizr.:.'.l,rm that we wD.nt a. Sto.ta which s~:1.ll possC3ss 
soversiGnty in thJ r3~l sense of the n~r1, sacurity, ~nd i~p0rta.nt frontiers, .:md 
"new Jeruso.ler:: r.:ust 'Jc included in the Jewish State". Also the four citi:3s cu.st 
"ce included in tha Jawish Stnte, e1,nd this l~io.t-3 with refarence to which the 
Roy~ Cor.::::•ission spo.ks r.;ust boccrr.e definite o.nd. clea.r. Dr. Woizr..ann lo.id down the 
tarr.:s -md it wJ.s in the li-~ht of ::is address that tl1.is r.ajcrity resolution ha.s 
ba~m o.d.opted in Congrass, :i.nd it was on the racoo:s ndation of Dr. i7eizrt.a.nn th1t 
paragr~~h six was included in the ~ajority resolution rejecting tha sfocific 
terrr.s of the Roy::,.,l Cor.r.ission R-3port o.s not'b:;iing a.de~te, as nctbeinga.ccar=,t­
abla, as net "c ·3ing compatible with the needs of the Jewish peor,le. 

But what d::ies it sn.y in this resolution? -- t!1..1t whon n. plan is pres3nted. we .:ire 
5.::: inp: to consid:Jr it on its r.arits. Anytody whc tries to delude hir:.solf that l1a 
d.oas not underst'lnd w~1at wa a.re :ioin,:; :1sre now is foolins hir.:self. The issue is 
t1:is: whet~1er or not the Zicnists :)f .t\rr.;)ric.:l. a.re in favor of the pvlicy pursuod 
by Dr. We izr.:::um. 

Mr. Stone a .iiad th .. 1.t althOU,£;h ~e d·:ies not a r3r3e with Ha.d.assi11, he rospects thao 
bec.J,uS3 they have the Murage of th0ir convictions; they are a.i:ainst partition 
and they ~a.y so. 

Mr .St.:ne st-:i.t•3d further tr..:lt in view of the prOPtlganda cond.u.ctl3d by beth Zionist 
and :i.nti~Zionist forces t 1'..roughout the world a.co.inst J?,'J.rtition, a. counter- propa.­
g-'.:l.nda. should be pursued by those who do believe in tho al ternn.tive -- a. Jowish 
Stat$ on the ·oo.sis r:.ad.e by Dr. W'eizr..a.nn, instead of creatinr the ir.,pression of 
si ttinc here -si.nd wai tin·~ for n.n off3r oy the British Governrr.ent. We r.:u.st inspire 
that offer. Mr.Stone said tha.t :.o is one -f t:-:.ose w!10 beliaves tlut either t!1ere 
will 'be a. Jewish Sta.ta in a pa.rt of P~lestine -- whether it ue in o. lo.rc;ar or 
sr:all part of Palestine depen1s upon us, Zi0nists, in the United St~t1s -- or the 
:1.lterna.tive will not ce very £;cod. That, I:1r,Stone 1:ielievcd, is tho conviction 
cf th3 rrajority of the Zionist Or01..~izaticn. 

At the sw; i estion of Dr. Wise, Mr. St-:--ne rJ::,.d the la.st two po.r,'.l.cra.phs of the Con[;rass 
RJsoluti0n: 
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117. The Ccr1f;ress ar:.poV\!8rs t h3 Ex:_:.cutiva to cinter into ni!f,◊tiations 
with a view to a.scertaininc; t M pr3cisa terr::s of His M:ijasty 1 s 
Gcvornr.:ant for the propos~d establishrn~nt of a Jowish State. 

11 8. In such n3 0c.tiatic,ns, the Exacutive slnll not C'.)r:r:i t oi ther 
i t.;,Jlf -:ir the Zionist Or13a.niza.tion1 but in th.J 311,mt cf the 
0~err,ence of~ dafinitJ schece for tha astablislr.2nt of a. 
Jawiah SM.ta, such scharce slnll be brou,•;ht before n. newly 
elacted Co11gNss for consideration a.nd d.ecision. 11 

Ya-. St:-na .:,'bs.3rV<ld t~:a.t .J.ccoro.inG to tb:, ~ bovo, tha Congress dii net intand th.'\t 
th3 Ex-3cutivo i:,ust r;;et o. Jewish statJ in -::-..11 of R,lestine, :JU.t is directed to 
try to sJcur:i ths "osst J_)'')Ssibl,:; t :;rr::s. 

Mr. Stam th:m :i.sk.;d ~1cw thJ uni tJd front w1:.ich 11.r. Lipsky ha.d in r!'.ind cn.n ue 
:bt,::\ined throur:h th ·· r •ar:lr.;r:lph r .;;f ::rr3d. to 1,rJvbusly, for th3 c:nsids:iration c-.f 
th3 rr.:\ttar at the naxt Ccn,:;rsas. Carta.inly tho min-za.,zers will net b-:; stoi:pecl 
by this r..aracr:.ii:h. They will intJrprat 1t as fcll,:-ws: when th3 tir:.e co1::es o. phn 
will be pNs:mted, w:1.::i.t:sv,2Jr its r:-crits J.ro, tut i::.eanwl:il.:i wa ccm do ;'tl ..... '\tever ne 
plaa.se.· Tha yn.-zo.gers also will l1a.v.a t~1sir C'wn intarpretn.tion, rtnd nothin[; will 
'be aettled, He urg.3d tl.Jrafore t;io.t in addition t:) tz!3 rGsolution, t:1a .AdL,inis­
trative Cor:r:.ittae f;v on record supportin13 the ne 1::otil.tions now 'being conduct ·3d by 
Dr. Waizc:ann and the Ex,3cutive for the esta.blishr.1ant cf 3. Jewish sw.te in Pales­
tine in~ part of Palastine, on th~ basis of tho conditi ~ns and terr.,s l~id down 
by Dr. ;;aizrna.nn bef,:;re tl1e c,neress. In this ·-vay we wculd render Dr. \"leizr:;;ann a. 
gren.t service. ThB tir.:s Ms cor..--.e, Mr .Stena pointed -'.)ut, w~1~n we r.ust sp-30..k in 
clear la.ngu::i.ge, There is .::i.n offer ,i.n-3. we V\Cl,nt to ins::f,iro Great Brito.in toe ive 
us th:i best possi":)le terr.1s, The :inly wo.y to do t:iis is not by n01;a.tive resolu­
tions. .A Jewish State in o. part of Palestine ha.s been l'l.cc0pt8d by the Congress in 
rrinciple, and on that ba.sis the Congress o.uthcrized Dr. Waizr:nnn and the E~ecutive 
to proceed. 

Tha C2nirr:.an than cn.llad u1)on M.r. ~\bra.h.."llr. Goldbers, a.noth3r r~cr.::bar of the Resolu­
tion Com.:ittee. 

Mr. Goldberg pointed out t h.1.t tha rJedlers of the Cor.:r.1i ttee who drafted tha pro:i;,osed 
resolution h.o.d in r.:ind. nc-t cnly clD.rity but a.lso mrr::c-ny, and thought the Cot:r:,it­
te3 should be congra.tul:,.ted on its .:-.ccor:.plisbt:.~nt. Ii·.:i expNssod tha opinion that 
th3 rasolution is a.11-':'.lnbra.cins a.11cl should "t e accepted. R3ferrinf to thn.t pnrt 
of the res,lution to which Mr .Stena dissented, Mr .GoldbJrg pointed out t:b.D.t the 
resolution irqilies that if the proposed Jewish Sto.te will 'ba accJpted by the neeo­
tia.tors, w·s will be NJ.dy, withcut prajudice, to o.ccept it. Were \'.e to coce for­
ward ;1.nd say \'19 express cur con:d ience in Dr. '.'leizr:ann, it woull hn.ve r;:-ea.nt th.'\t 
scr::abody h'.ld no confidance in Dr. r!eizmann, Uo do sn.y tha.t mgoti,:i.ticns shculd be 
c:l.rried ~in. Wl:ut we feared was toot the 11ein-zc.i:;ers would. introduce preju~lice i. 
th~t econ~r::ic~lly it cannot hold, etc., ~tc. If it is a Sta.ta thnt c~mct live 
w3 won't :lccept it, "::>ut we wo.nt it without ~rejudice. 'Vie .va.nt the negc, tintions 
to oe carried on. We are opposed to Ginority status and crystallization. 

A~ for Mr.St ~ne 1 s fear tbat t~e resolution is largely~ delusion ~s to the fundar:ai­
tal issue involved, and tlnt eventually there will be o. break int~~ r.Dvacent, 
Mr. Goldbarg observed that Mr. Stone I s o.tti tude toward the rasolu t1on is an atter.:pt 
to ca.use a break b afore there is any reo.son for it. Mr.Goldberg added t}ia.t tr.is 
rasolution will be irr.plemented by the Executive of the Z.0,A., and that its o.ccept­
ance by Dr.Wjso and other nain-za5ars is an indication that AF.erica.n Zionism 
stands united ".:.:ihind the negotiators a.nd hopas :f'or the success of their negotia.-
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tiona. Y~. Goldberg statad further: 

"I :1pp3n.l to youthlt this rasolution sh:-uld'be accapt3dui1,.:mirr.('ualy, just a.sit 
w:is o.cceptad in tha Ccrw:-.itteo. Unf::>rtuno.toly, Mr.Stone wo.s not thara, but I :u-:: 
suN tlnt if hg w3r3 present :.1.t th'3 time we worked on it, :.~ ·.vculd be 1,;rith us. 
LJt us 1ccept it um.nir:.c.usly. It is a. reo.l 'be5inninc, Give Dr.Vliso ,1 cl"J.,'\nca. 
After ~11,Dr .Wis3 has a. minority who looks up to hir:i. Giv3 hir.:: a resc,luticn with 
which hs ca.n r;.~Jt :1is friJnis. Porson-'llly, we did nots ivc o.vc,.y a. point. I ,8,.t;. 

100%, St~tl~r. :Bu!t !lJre and th.Jr~ W:3 ,11~iruitad a. pr.rnse .n.nd wa r:.o.de a rcn.d for 
Dr.V:is3 to ·1::rine; in the r:.inority." 

Mr. J~cob Fishrr.an who W,;l.S the next speaker, stated tha.t w.1ile it is true that a.t 
:.na tirr.-3 the pandulum swung tco fn.r in onJ direction, we must f..-U.:l.rd ar,ninst h=ivine 
tho pJndulum swinG too fa.r the oth3r way. The Congross resolution, to hir: , r:.cant 
subst.:i.ntia.lly :ls follows: The Jowish St:i.te -- the presont schar..e -- is unsa.t isfac­
tory. W3 are not ~v~rsa, h~wav~r, to r3ceivin5 ~ cl.G~r0r and ~ore concisa sche~e, 
which no.tur3.lly ;i:;3a,ns an improved ·mG, But we c :.mnot SiJ.Y ::i.t this tir.:-3 whJth3r 
t:1flt scha:rr:e will be a.ccer,ta.ble to us or not. The cnly t dnr; that er:-.er[;ad free the 
Ccngress d3cision was th~t th-3 Ccngress did n•:,t cc-r..r::i t i taelf in ~ny WJ.y. Even 
thc-u;:;h the r.ia.jori ty voted a.,:;ainst r,o.rti tion, the report of tho3 Royn.l Cor-..rdssicn 
had to b ·J rocei ved. Ths r3port, a a a. r.n.tter of f.:i.ct, Mr. Fishrrn.n ~dded, was fillad 
with tributo :1 to Jawish achlever.:ants in Palestino, "' ... rd. with the exc3pticn cf the 
p::irt prop..,sing pa.llia.tiv~s, could not be objectod to. Event ha r:,allie.tives rro-
r~sed. in that raport v:era n0t in th:, spirit ,...,f tho Shaw, Sirr;pson er Pa.ssfield Re­
per ts. However, o. certain porti,?r. of Zi,-,nists tried to prejudice net ~nly a. Jew­
ish St:1.te plan, but even a. coneider,':l.tion cf such plcm. It wi:-.s to trP.t, t~t excep­
tion was ta.ken, 'l.S it r...:i.s 'been proven without o. doubt th.1.t this 1-..a.s dcne C('.'nsid.3r-
able da.r:tl.ga to our ca.usa and. gi.vencc-.mf'ort to ('Ur!nar:-.ios. Fortunately, t!1ase 
eff'."rts cy orpon~nts of Zi •.:mier:: .:m~l of the Jewish No.ti~lk1.l Hor..e to o. Jewis'..1 State, 
r:::wzver bi3 or s~.a.11, have opened our eyes ond ti ven us the opportunity of cocing 
together ani re:i.c:-:in13 d. co:rr.:on un:leratandina. 

Wa 1re not 'bound, Mr.Fishr.':£ln point3d cut, to gc further tMn the Congress, which 
did not cc;::r:,it itself in any positive terrr.s, H?wever, our c.cti~ns c:ust not i:rs-
ju.1ice thes3 ne goti~ticns -- ~ni t~e w~y not to prejuiice t~3se negcti~tions is 
not to be extrerdsts or super-Zionists. W-3 mst act in the spirit and tb" ~~tter 
of the resolution. The ;:.3.in !'. chiav0r:9n t of this resolution will ca to warn tr.,:ise 
rr.e ~ilasor::a persons in vari?us countries to k-:e:p th,;,ir hands off, w:iich is r:.ost 
i.n:porta.nt at this juncture. This will strens then the Executive a.nd have a tonic 
aff act upon 1 t. Therefore, he ur13ed the a.d.:-,pt i0n of this resolution, in crdar trot 
wa -::,ay go forwa.rd to •?Ur eoa.l. 

The Cha.irr:.J.n than c .llled •:m r/Ir .Robert Szold. 

Mr.Szold. exprasaed the thou.;:;ht th,:1.t t~1is res::-lutii:-,n tends to 21. certain a.mount of 
cl:irificaticn, Howev·3r, it is clao.r tlnt the nein-z1gers a.N not iffi~,.alled by this 
ras~lutiyn to turn into y~-za.6ers. As a Zicnist, he said, he undarst ,nds that the 
zoal of Zionis~ is the Jewish State, and as a n'3in-zager he is in favor in princi-
ple of the Jewish Sta.ta. He observed that Zionisr.: ir.:plias a. cultural life for 
the Jaws, and a Jewish r.:a.jority with a politica.l status thnt ccces with a ~ajcrity; 
so t~t ha w.3,s glad to ·oe dissociated tror:. any persons who oppcsad partition en 
the ~round tr..a.t they a.re opposed to a. Jewish State in principle. Also, ha is in 
favor cf upholding the n.ut!1ority of thil Executive a.s the '!Jody to conduct the nego­
tia.ti::ns. 

Mr. Szold added thci.t the Wb.i ta fuper pui)lished 0n January 4th hn.s had sor:::e bearing 



- 8 -

on this whole ~atter. This Cor.riittJa and thaaa diacussione w~re started before the 
White Paper was issued. It now see~s that Great Britain h~s learned sorethi~ as 
to the futility of the partition plan which it announced ao r.astily and so readily. 
Gre3t Britain has le~rned a great de~l froc the Mnn1Ates COl'!lltission. 

Mr, Szold said furthor th:l.t he believed there a.re carta.in t;;.in5s in which Mr.Stone 
rrJ.ght aven join with hin:. 

Mr. Szold .:ldded that just a.s he 1s willine to say that he is in favor of o. Jewish 
Sta.te in principle, he aays that he is in favor of the full implec3ntation of the 
Bo.lfour ])8cla.ration, and tha.t he is in favor of the Mand.ate for the realization of 
the Jewish Na.tional llorne. The Mandates Commission said that the Da,lfour Declara­
tion :md the thnd.a.te did not have this du.al obligation wl--.J.ch \\C.S stressed during 
the discussions of the laat £aw yel\rs~ it so.id there should be a prir.ary obliBa­
tion, narr.ely, the devalopmant of the Jswish Na.tioru:i.l Hor.-s. 

In conclusion, Mr. Szold said thD.t -we o.re all a.greed th'lt if Great Drita.in presents 
a scherr@ of :partition which the F.x.ecutive deecs worthy of sub~itting to a Zi~nist 
C-:mp;ress th.-'.lt it will be submitted, o.nd th!.t he via.S rendy to consider tba.t :Proposi­
tion on its r.-,:;ri ts. Ha Nitara.ted that ::.o i; 0, nein-z1:.f.e.L·: but if the Executive 
find.s a pr<")pcsal for a. Jewish State thtl.t ,;l:)y vent to pr.ssent to o. Zionist Congress 
he will cc,md.der it. 

Mr.Szold recn.!led that at the last m~eting of the Administrative Com,:ittee it v.as 
said that this proposi Hon involves the essence of Zionisr.11 a.nd in order to be 
pJ.ssed on by the next Zionist Congress, it behooves us to discuss it, to educate 
ours6lves in a. ::-'enera.l wo.y, in order to be reo.dy for the next Zionist Con.:-;ress 
w:1ich is to have the authority to pass on that r:.a.tter. It was therefc,re decided 
that the discussion on en~ side or ths othsr was to continue. Accordin1.: to this 
ra~lution on partition now presented, we ere wo.itinc for the next Zionist Con bress 
to see wha.t proposal is rrade, The Executive is to continua with whatever ~uthority 
it hJ.d under the Zionist Cc,nr;ress resolution. Vie do not know whether the Executive 
in J'3rus.:i.lem would wa,nt us to go <1.ny further on p-~rti ti.on. W,3 can announce thn.t 
since there is a.n enforced delay, t~1t1.t we a.re unanir:;0us in insistin[; as fa.r as 
pcssible th~t for the tirr.e being the l'<lmd3te t.\Ild the Balfour Declaration should 
be implemented, that ir.m.ic;ration should be continued in a.ccord.o.nce with tmt 
I~~na.o.te, and the Jawish ri~hts in Palestine should be safeguarded in accordance 
with that l'iil.nda te • 

The Cha.irrr.a.n then called upon Dr. Wise. 

Dr.Wise raad the followins rasolution ~dopted by the Garron Zionist Federation, 
a few days after the promulgation of the White Paper: 

11 The White Pa.per is a. cause of gra.v<3st concern to the Jews of Garr.any. 
The delay will hn.ve a disastrous effect upon Palestine. Owine to the 
Jewish position in Ger~~ny ond in E,'.l,Stern ~nd Central Europa, Palestine 
is the only refur,e. Further delay in cla.ri:t'ica.tion is calculated to thr•,w 
oillions of Jsws into despo.ir. Only such a Jewish St~te as is ca.i:o,ble of 
meeting the essenti~l needs of the Jews in Europe will represent a. fulfill­
ment of the :Balfour Decla.ration. 11 

In ~ddition,Dr.Wise r~~d the statcrr.~nt of Mr. Ban Gurion which a.pp3~r9d in Palcor 
of Jg,rn.ury 12th: 



- 9 -

"The lina of action of the Executive is to oi:,pose th\3 Govarnmcnt1 s 
dil~t~riness and to urge a speedy solution ~Z th3 fuleatine proble~, 
1nd to ~ct with all despatc~ with regard to th9 astablisbmsnt cf a. Jewish 
Ste.ta, to enable the Executive to su'lr.:it thia .:i.t the earlisst possicle 
tine for a decision by the Zionist Ccngrass. In tr~ caantir.:a, ~~e Execu­
tive would continue to demnd raspect for a.11 oblig:J.ti('ns assur.1ad by the 
British Government under the Mand.a.ta, 11 

In viaw of these two etatarr.ents, Dr. V/ise fo.vc•red the a dopti,:,n of the proposed 
r3solu tion. Ile o.icled th-'l.t a. few do.ye ~go he ~1. occa.aion tc send. the following 
message · to the Convention of the C.m~dien Zionist Organization in r~spcnse to their 
requ~st: 

11 I c:m only so.y to you a.s cy resp.,nse th.a1.t it is for you, as it is fer us, 
to bring hoce tc the Dri tish Gover?JOCjnt that furth3r 1elay in the r.atter 
of a. d.ecisi ,')n with respect to the status of the Jewish Naticml Eorr.e will 
work infinite hardship not only on the Yishub but upon tho whole Jewish 
paopl9. Delay r:..aa.ns financia.l insecurity and hurt to the F~rab of the 
Jewish popula.ticn in P1'1.lestine which up to ~1is tir:e has 'te~n m@lificent 
in its ccur-'..\g,3. A decision should pror.iptly be re ... ched by t ha ]ri tish Gcv­
ernrr.ant. It rrust a.dhare to its pror:.iso to help Jews establish a. Jewish 
State in P~l3stine w~ich should provida sovareignty, security .J.nd a ~.n.xmuo 
area. for ths la.rgest possible relief for oppressed Jewish pop;t lations of 
Central and. Ea.stern Europe. P-3nding such decision, eo.rly or lo.ta, the 
British Governrr..ant must ad..11.ara to tho l3a.lfou.!' Declaration .'.l.ncl the !Aandate, 
in:rr.i13ra.ti-:m rust be reins to.tad on the basis of the a ccncr.~ic absorptive 
ca.pa,ci ty. Such reinsta.terr:Jnt or restoration will 3t cnca Jnhrt;e t::is 
cap~city because insecurity will vanish 3nd c~pitalist sattlars will rasuce 
r.:if.!ratkn to Palestine with consequent widenad ca.pa.city to a.bscrb wcrkera. 11 

Dr. Ylis9 bslieved that Mr. St~na v;ould accept the a.bove 3.S a. rea.sona.bla stator:.ont. 
Dr. Vlisa added tl':i.::.t :·nly American Jews cans p3a.k freely. 

Dr,Vlisa then v.ent ·:in to say t!'ll.t he is o.s eager as o.nyono present to dissociate 
':lirrs elf frorr: ncn-Zkniat r.achin..1.ti':Jns, .-:ind tho.t though he ho.:ppens to i;e in certain 
corr.p1ny in opposing partition, th~t cor.ip~ny ioes net o.ffact his Zionist views. A 
wise r.:..3.n rata.ins ~1is ind.ependance 21.nd rafusea to be cviar.qhalrr.ad by 'his allies. It 
is the heie:;ht of unwisdoc to let one's a.llias in tha t·; et of causes control him. 

Refarring to Mr. Lipsky' s statar.~ont, wl:ich ha terrr.ed ~:ir.ira.ble, Dr. Wise thoue.,ht, 
however, tha.t Mr. Lipaky a.tta.ches t ~; o mu.ch ir::porta.nce to the recent statement by 
the Prasident cf Ha.d.assa.h, and by crea.ting the impression tbAt we h,Jre in .A.r.:erica 
are responsible f~r the issuance of the White Paper and the postponer.:ent of the 
decision with regard to Palestine. Dr.Wise ea.id tha.t we mat stand. toget~er. 

Dr, Wise then stated t!'l-1.t ha is for a. Jewish State and th:it he should not be con­
:pelled. to affirr:i his fa.1th. He r.a.s alv.a.ys bG1en for a Jewish Stc:i.te. However, he 
wished we ha.d one or two r:iillion Jews in Palestine before we had to a.ccept respons­
ibility for a. Jewiib Stats, !l.nd the Jewish people should h!l.ve l')errr.i tted us by this 
time to have two million Jews in Palestine. He p~inted -:-ut tba.t a Jewish State 
!!;eans rr.a.xi::u.ro Zionist fulfill:r.:ant, ci..nd theref0re aven Mr. St::-ne should not put hin: 
in conjuncti,n with anti-Zionists who 3.ftar ~11 a.re opposed to partition bocause 
it gives us net t -:o little, 1,ut beca.uss it gives us o.nythi r:g. Dr. Wise strcngly 
resented any insiilll3.tion which ass◊ciates his ~ctivities as a neim-zager with those 
of the anti-Zionists, espacia.lly because he wanted a full Eretz Israel. He would 
be guilty of traason if he did not mnt Eretz Isr~el. At Zurich ~e said th~t if 
th3 terms offered are anyt~ing lik.3 the terms of the Peel R~port, he will oppose 
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ther.:, 'but w:1an thaCongrass has a.ctad ho will a.bide by the docision. He said toot 
tr..3n, J.nd he cannot do oth3rwiae. Ha queeti0nad whath3r he h7.s to a ffin:: his 
Zior.isc after forty y~are of service. Ila roiterated: (1) h~ f~vcrs tho estab­
lishment of a Jewish Sta.ta, (2) ha ia a.bsclut3ly opposed to a ~inority status 
for the Jewish people in tho Jewish la.nd; (3) he fa.vorad the unity of tha Jewish 
paopla, ~nd tr.at we r;o forward collectively, though, he o.dded, h:i diffJred on 
s:,rr.e p0ints with Ur. Lipsky a.nd othera. 

Dr. l'liso than o'bs~rved that never since 1917 ms he found such faelin. · cn1 vito.l 
burnin,_ ; int.3rest and po.ssion for Zionisrr. a.a obta.ins in .Ar:.eric!\ t:-d.:l.y, ,1.nd this 
"M-lhlokah" -- "i:,a.rtiticn er non-partition" -- oos not affected the dei;th of Zion­
ist feslinc. 

Finally, Dr. Vliso so.id tha.t he wanted the :f'ollowinf; added to the resolution, al­
thou,:;h he dii not insist upon it. However, in order to rerove any r:.iaundersta.nd­
ing ha offered the follo,dnG a.mendt'_;.mt or su:pplernent: 

"J3ut ncthinr; in this resolution shi.11 'be construed o.s 
expressinc a.n opinion on partition, which issue vns 
left open by th~ rasc.lution of thJ Zurich C-::>nc;ress 
an1 h-:i.s been r3farrad for decision to the next Zion­
ist Conr5ress. 11 

Until tha decision of the next Zi.-:nist Conr,ress, Dr. Y!iae Sl\id. he will rar:o.in ~n 
opponant of a.nythinr th1.t will give us less tha.n Erotz Israel. In the r..aruitir.:a, 
wa rr:ust ,30 fcrvvard, ::i.nd eso forwa.rd tor:-athar. The White P::i.par, Dr.1.7ise added, 
h:l.s tciuc;ht hirr: somathing, a.nd th.-"lt is why he has decided to ::::o to London for the 
fcrt:ic,:-n:ing .Actions Co~ittae r.ieetins. He wants to r:io.ke it clae.r 'by his presence 
in Lonion and. his acce~tance of this resolution, toot it is important for us to 
dissociate ourselvos from the anti-Zionists in .Acarica.. Hi3 hae n0thint in co:.r.:on 
with thac. They ar ,. willing to accept minority sto.tus. !Ia is not. Th, Executive 
of the Jewish AGancy rru.st ba the sola body to conduct 3ny negotiations. Tie wo.nt­
ed harrz:ony g,s wall a.s clarity. He o.d.ded that in this resolution he Zi.nd the other 
nein-zagers went o.s far a.s r,entlemen who h::l.v3 a dissonting view a.re axpocted to go. 
However, tr.is is not because of "!see-saving" uut beca.use of conviction. Dr. rlise 
concluded: 11W,3 ~V3 cor.ie together, lat us sto.y together, let our opponents 'be di­
vided, 'but let us 'be i:-na for Eretz Israel." 

ThJ Chain:~a.n stn.tad th'lt Dr. Wise is s:i.tisfied. to have his forec;oing re::Arks a.a l'~is 
personal statax:;3nt after the vote is taken. 

Mr. Siegel suigested that the Chair ask if thare is any further opposition tc the 
re1ti luticn. If so, the opposition should. be expressed; 1f not, th:. r,:3vtin13 should 
continua with its other business, such as the quJstion of i~ploc3nting the pro­
posed ras -. luti :n. 

Fcll-,winc; Mr. Siegal' s sur,gesticn, tha Chair inquired if anyone wished the floor 
in opposition tc· the resolution. 

Mr. Leo Wilson asked vmy Dr.Wise now wished to add a.n a.r::endrr.ent to the resolution, 
cla.rifying the a.ttitude of the nein-za.gers. Ile felt th'.l.t it should be r:ade clao.r 
tho.t this rasolution is adopted with a view to aiding Dr. Weizomn, and no obstacles 
s:i:uld be placed in the wa.y. 

Mr.nerna.rd G.Richa.rds axpressed the opinion that if this res'.">lution were ac.c-ptad 
ir::r.ediately a.fter the Zurich Congress, it W.)uld ho.Ve '.Jean a.dequate and suitable to 
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the circur:.stances. We ignore the fa.ct that since t:ie Congress clos.::id, five r.:cnthe 
have ebpsed, new davalo~.an ts ha.v'3 ta.k.:m pla.ca, as a. result of wl:ich th3re hn.va 
been vc.ri·:ms discussions and controversies on the subject of the Palestina :propos­
~ls. Thr.~t has projectad into Zionisc a.ni into Jewish life cert~in ide~s ~nd cer­
tain thir.gs tmt go 'beyond the resolution of the Congress, o.nd certo.in things th~t 
rrs.y not ru:..ve been a.nticipa.ted a.t the tir.ie, and we now fo.ca a. eta.ta of confusion 
and discouragec~nt, Mr.Richards referred to a rJcant oeetine of New York Zicn­
ists over which he priasided. He so.id that qui ta o. mm.bar strongly chaopioned the 
Jewish State idea. which they now wish to have projectod :md o.dva.nced. !Ie thought 
the proposed resolution is very negative in cha.r~cter. 

The Cbain:-.o.n called ~ttention to Mr.Richards' sta.tecent th...~t this res~lution right 
h.3.ve 'been tir.-ely fiftaen ~nths a.go, but net now. The Cho.irrr.a.n said :.~ tLcught we 
could not have ,:possibly chosen n 'better tir.K to a.dopt this rssoluticn i: .. .. n now. He 
than r9ad several pnragraphs fro~ the latest White Paper to prove hie contention. 

In essence, he said, th3 Tiritish Government has now said they aro appointing .'.l. new 
Cor:a:::ission. This Cor::irr.ission, r.av~r.G haard a.11 that has beens aid by thi3 Jews Md 
Arabs, by the tanaa.tes Comrr.ission, by the Council of tha Lea.gu.a cf Naticns, will 
now lock into the rr.atter further with,- view to pNsenting a. datn.iled scharr~ which 
r.ia.y be equitable in charo.cter, Therefore, those who were known to ha.ve beencrit­
ic~l of the partition scheme as suggested in the Royal Cor::r;J.ssion Raport 1.ay now 
prcpsrly hke the position that since the Dri ti sh Gover:ncent is willins to tr.kB 
cognizance of the obsarv.'.l.tions rr.ade by the Jews, by the Manda.tea Cor.i.,ission, and 
by the Arabs, and is willing to receive a.mu proposal tho.t the new Corx.ission will 
r.-J.l.ke, and consider it on its cerits -- thllt this resolution is appropriate a.nd 
tir.iely. Judge Rothanberg said ha thought that in the li:,ht of this report, the 
phraseology of this resolution is pa.rticula.rly happy. He r:.a.de it cleo.r that the 
resolution, when it is adopted, b ecor.-.es the ma.nda.te of the Zionist Or130.nizo.tion of 
Ar.:13rica.. The Administra.tive Comr.:1ttee functions a.s the supreme governing body of 
the Organizs.tion in the interim betwesm Conventions, Md no one J:a.s the rig.i.t to 
set a.side the import of this resolution a.fti3r it is o.dopted, Msetings s:iould not 
ba hsld which will be contrary t~ the spirit and tha ~3aning cf the resoluticn. 

Ar.iendr.'.ents to the Resolution: 

The Cha.irma.n sto.tad thll.t thera .ire severa.l mer.:bers who desire to place a.mendr..en ts. 
Ile then c~lled on the following members: 

Mr.Elihu D.Stone made the following n.mandr.~nt: 

The Administrative Comr:.i ttee of the Zionist Ori~i za.tion of 
A~erica gives assurance of its support to tha ;~~cutive of the 
Tiorld Jewish Agency for Palestine, Md looks forward too. suc­
cessful conclusion of its negotiations wit::i His Majesty's Gov­
ernment; ate. 

Mr. Lipsky ~oved that Mr.Stone's a.mandment be lo.id on the ts.ble. 

Mr • St one rs arr.endr.len t vas ta'b led.. 

Mr. Shalvin offered the following a.rr.endment in the text of the resolution: 

Tho.t paragraph 4 should re~d: ..... the pla.n to be subcitted 
to the special Zi')nist Cone;ress •••••....•..... , . 

Mr. Shelvin' s cl.rr:andment was oocepted.. 
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Mr. Guzik. suggested the following mnendnent: 

Th!l.t the Zionist Organiza.tion of Acarica will su~~~rt and 
a.ccept without re1erva.tion the decision which will be adopted. 
by the next Zionist Co?l6ress; etc. 

Mr. Guzik' s Q.!tendr.:lent wa.s ta.bled. 

Mr. Kra.err..ar thi,u5ht the words "succestful conclusion" lw.:i a.n ioplica.tion ·which is 
die.rr.atrically oppoaed to the tenor of the Whole resolution. He sugr,ested tr.at tho 
words "spJedy conclusion" be subati tuted. for "successful conclusion". 

Mr. KrMr:.er 1 s ar::endmant wa.s ta.bled. 

Vote on Resolution as .Ar.landed; 

The Cho.iman than called for a vote on the resolution. 

The resolution vas carried 

Dr.Wise's Statement: 

44 votine in favor 
4 opposed 

Dr. Wise o.nd Mr~ Szold rrade the followine; sta.ter.:.ant in expla.na.tion oft heir vote for 
the Resolution: 

"Ilut nothin13 in this Ra&:) lution shall be construed a.s axpressins 
an opinicn on partition, which issue wns left -:ran by the Resolu­
tion of theZurich Congress a.nd has been referred for a decision 
to the next Zionist Congress. 11 

Ra,'bbi Illoor:i !lnd Rabbi Ja.cobson also a.dded thair nan:;3s to this st.:i.tJ-;::;ant. 

Mr.Stene ~ada the following sta.tamont: 

"I voted a.,J3,inst the resolution baca.use I am opposed to the 
i;ara5ra.ph which deals with the question of reference to the 
next plo.n resulting from the negotia.ti·:>ns, to be presented to 
the next Conc;ress. It is cy c cnviction tMt the overwhelming 
zra.jority of Zionists a.re in favor of a Jewish State on the basil 
of the conditions of Dr. Weizrra.nn. 11 

REPORT ON U.P.A.: 
Judgo Rothenberg reported tlut the Keren Ibyesod and the Jewish 

:re.ti ::.:.l :\:.r..d , tne major pa.rtnars in the Unit.id Palestine .tq,poo.1 :r..avo a.brood to 
c. ::ti::uv :.n the U.P • .A. for the cor.:iine yea.r, a.nd on the suegestion of Dr. \7ise,Ra.bb1 
1 .. bba. Eillel Silver ha.s been nominated a.nd elected 'by the u.r • .A.Executive as the 
National Cba.irr.an for tho ansuiIJ8 year, in association with Mtlssra.TT1se, Lipsky, 
Goldstein, Jacobi and hi~self as Co-Cha.imsn. Dr.Wise has a.greed t~ ~ct as Chail'lM.n 
of the Executive, and Mr. Lipsky as Cha.irsn of the Adn:inistrative Co~~~ittee of the 
u .P.A. In this connection, the Cl1airm:m read the following cable a.ddressad to 
Dr. Wise, from the Karen Ua.yesod in Jerusalem: 

"THANKS FOR INESTilvIA.."11E SERVICES OUR CAUSE THROJGH YOUR LE.ADERSEIP 
TIE :FEEL WLLY CONVINCED YOUR PROMISE CONTINUED ACTIVITY ASSURES 
FURTHER PROGRESS .AlvERICAN JEWISH ENDEAVOR FOR PALESTm:. 11 

..J 
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TRIIlUTE TO MEMORY OF OTTO ·:·ARIHJRG: 

At the request of the Cha.irr:.~n, tha ~~mbers of the AdI:linistrative 

Cor.:rdttee rose intri'bute to the r.,err:ory of Prof. Otto Warburg, diatin13uished 

Zionist, one-time President of the World Zionist Organization, who passed av.ay 

a. few days a.go. 

Meeting adjourned. a.t 5 :30 P.M. 

Res~~ctfully suo~itted 

MORRIS lf.,.lillGULIES, 

Secretary. 



RESOLUTION ON UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL AS MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY 
OF AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITIES 

The National Conference for Palestine, composed of representatives of 

American Jewish communities, gathered at Washington, D.C. on Sunday, 

January 23, 1938, 

Directs the attention of all Jewish communities undertaking fund-raising 

efforts on behalf of Palestine rebuilding to the resolutions adopted by the 

World Zionist Congress and by the Council of the Jewish Agency for Palestine 

composed of Zionists and non-Zionists, calling upon the Jewish people to re­

gard the obligations to the Palestine Foundation Fund (Keren Hayesod) and the 

Jewish National Fund (Keren Kayemeth) as their primary responsibility, and 

Points out that in the United States the fund-raising instrument for 

these two institutions is the United Palestine Appeal, which is the only 

authorized central fund of the Jewish Agency for Palestine recognized in the 

League of Nations Mandate and constituted as the supreme Jewish authority in 

the rebuilding of the Jewish National Home, and 

Therefore urges the Jewish communities in the United States, as loyal 

and devoted supporters of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, not to conduct any 

other Palestine fund-raising effort until after the community, whatever the 

type of campaign which it conducts, shall have fulfilled its maximum obliga­

tion to the United Palestine Appeal. 
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111 FIFTH A VENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 

January ~7 , 1938. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver , 
The Temple , 
~ast 105th St and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Attached herewith is a minute of a meeting 
held on Wednesciay, January 26th in New York City 
to discuss the possibility of an agreement between 
the Joint l.iistribut ion Committee and United Pales­
tine Appeal for the year 1938. 

Cordially yours, 

ke:: 
Executive Director 

"LET EVERY AMERICAN JEW MEASURE Hrs GIFT IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
FUTURE HE Is CREATING FoR JEWs IN PALESTINE" 
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February 1, 1938. 

D R A F T 

OF A ST T •iT BY Dh. ABBA HILLEL SILV~R FOR THE 
HEW P~STINE OF Y£BRUARY 4TH 

ilhen the National Conference for Palestine met in Washington two weeks 

ago its purpose was to present to American Jewish representatives a broad picture 

of the situation in Palestine and of the responsibility devolving upon each one of 

us. From reactions that I have heard from many sources I think it fair to say that 

the Conference infused1he delegates with a determination to return to their conmmities 

strengthened in their faith and buoyed in their ent ,isiasm to enlist ever greater 

forces on behalf of the upbuilding of the Jewish National Home. 

The results of the Conference will express themselves in what every community 

does durine the year 1938 to make possible the raising of our quota of $4,500,000. 

he obligation is one that rests upon each Jew, be he Zionist or non-Zionist, for the 

United Palestine Appeal is the broad platfor:n on which the entire Jewish community 

may and does stand. 

In order that camoaign results may be most effective, it is essential that 

the preparations for the drive be made as far in advance of the actual opening a.ate 

as possible. Officers should be selected who are fully aware of the resp~nsibility 

that will be assumed by them and who, because of their leadership and example, have 

the power to inspire emulat tmb among their associates • . A period of education should 

precede the actual cam}:)8,ign so that every element in the cormnmity may realize the 

needs of tne United Palestine Appeal not only in terms of the quota sought but in terms 

of the human situation that is being met and solved by the rebuilding of Jewish life 

in Palestine. 

The first request that I would make of every A.1t1erican Jewish coI!ICTU.Ili ty in the 

year 1938, and particularly of those communities that conduct Welfare Fund drives, r 

is to increase the ratio of funds made available for overseas ~urposes. Da after day 

new reports come to us of the widening horizon in which Jews may be seen suffering under 
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economic, political and spiritual oppression. T"ne year 1938 should witness a 

marshalling of all Jewish forces behind the United Palestine Appeal for wherever 

we turn in the present day Jewish scene we find renewed emphasis on the fact that 

the rebuilding of the Jewish National Home hold the key to the solution of the 

problem of homelessness for the greatest number of our people. 

The United Palestine Appeal seeks $4,500,000 in 1938. It is an amount 

which can be obtained if every contributor in every city, as he estimates his gift, 

would visualize himself or herself in the plight of those being assisted through 

the funds of the United Palestine Appeal. That $4,500,000 can be raised if every 

Welfare Fund city and every other community will subordinBte other causes which may 

be worthy but which are less urgent in their need than the plea that comes from 

overseas and particularly for the upbuilding of the Jewish homeland. 

The National Conference for Palestine at Washington on lanuary 22nd and 

23rd was the signal to communities throughout the nation to organize their campaigns 

on behalf of the United Palestine Appeal. 

hVery city ann town has its own schedule as to the period when fund­

raising efforts are launched. Methods of conuucting drives vary in every community. 

Some have independent cam~igns for the United Palestine Appeal - others unite their 

forces with the Joint Distribution Committee. In an increasing number of cities 

there is the Welfare Fund through which the income of the United Palestine Apueal 

is obtained. 

It is to be ho ~9ed that every cormnuni ty will make every effort to avoid 

delays in the launching of campaigns and insofar as a successful drive can be assured 

the fund-raising efforts should be held during the summer. The ex-perience of most 

communities is that appeals made dur£ng the next four or five months are most likely 

to meet with success, for that is the season when communit7 activity is at its 

height. 
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BULIETIN TO HEHBER AGErCIES ·-----
J 

'·Tc o.re c~1clc,s iris, f...,r yriur inforr::d;j_on, copy of the nr.;rccr:1cnt er_tcrcd 
into on February 3th between thE:' .h.t wricnn Jewish J oir..t Dis-!; ributi c.,n Cori.r.1i ttec 
::md the United Pn}.cs·l_:;inc i1ppea.l includinG a. supplcr.1e1.tnry r.eraora.::dur, n.r.d a. list 
of cities conducting i;rclfo.ro funds tho.t n.ro 1acubors 0f the Council of Jewish 
Foclcrotions a.ncl Welfare Funds tha.t n.re included in agreement f or 1938 ~ 

vie n.rc ploo.sed t o n ote tha.t those two orGo.niw.tions ha.vo est:iblishcd 
o. bo.sis for c oope ro.ti cn, This is in o.ccordnnce with tho resolution po.ssed at 
tho Cincinna.ti jtssc.nbly of the Cou..11.cil in Ja.nuo.ry., rcq·,wsting trot "a. vrorl:in.s 
a.e;reer.1ent be csta.bhshcd for the yco.r 1938 thut would r.ic.kc it possible to coi1-
duct non-conpeti-tive ca....1pa.igns in wolfo.rc fund cities o.t o. tiuo v,hcn it is 

"""

1 urcently noccsso.ry tha.t tho vrolfo.ro funds be in a. position to r,nke a. unified 
o.ppc:::tl to their c or.::nuni tics~ 11 

The o.gr cencnt for 1938 is substo.ntin.lly si1.1i1.'1.r to the 01:e 1.:ade in 
1937. The n.t;encics to be covered by tho rn.ti o of funds o.ro specifically ucn­
ti oned. The t.rn vrge.nizo.tions 11 lu:.v0 n.creod to cooperate fully iri cffectuo.ting 
in welfare fund cities this o.r;reeuent with r espect tu tho distributicn of funds 
for ov e rseas purposes a.nd ho. vc mo.de :1 rro.n6er.1.e1:ts to ci vc ~)ro. ctico.l affect to 
the a.crccnont ." 

The supplc;,1011tnl r.wnorn.ndur.1 c0ncorns the N:1tional Coordi:r,atine; C01:-.-
1,,i ttcu fer G0r . .1an Refucccs . This Cor.i..1i ttcc is pln.nnin.s to Ui'1dcrto.ke its 0vm 
fund rn.is:i ns cffcrts this yco.r . 1ts pr'-.grn.r.1 rf' work is c2..rried on and its 
funds a. re cxp,mdcd within tl~c United Str.tcs, a.,1d it is the r efore to be classi­
fied '.ls n m. ti , 1~7.l r 2..thc r tha.!'. a.n cvo rs00..s :?ror,ro.n . 

riillio.n J . Shrader 
President 



AGP.REl1ENT BET:'JEEN 
THE Al:ERICAN JEFISR J0L:TT DISTRIBUTION COM1'UTTBE 

nnd 
TPE UHITED ?AIBSTil~ APDF...AL 

for 1 9 3 8 

With a. view to tho promotion of full cooperation between tho 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Cammi tteo a.nd the Uni tod Po.lostinc .Appea.l 
o.nd of securing from Jewish VTolfare Funds the mn.ximum response for tho con­
structi vc and ori1ergcncy needs of Jews overseas o.nd for tho reconstruction o.nd 
settlement work in Palestine., ·which a.re rospocti voly tho concern of those 
orga.nizn.tions ., tho rcprcsonta.tivos of the lllitorico.n Jewish Joint Distribution 
Cor:u.iittco a.nd tho United Pa.lostino Appoa.l , ho.ving considered vurious means 
of o.rriving o.t those objectives , ha.vc a.greed upon the follmring course of 
o.ction : 

Tho Amorico.n Jewish Joint Distribution Cornmittee o.nd the United 
Pa.lostinc Appoa.l a.gree to recommend to local Wolfo.rc Funds raising raonoy for 
overseas a.nd for Palestine activities , tha.t the suras collected by such loco.l 
J(:.,-v.rish welfare o.goncios for the iu;,_orico.n Jovrish Joint Distribution Conmi tteo 
o.nd the United ?o.lcstine Appeal for tho year 1938., sho.11 bo distributed by such 
Wclfo.ro Funds to these two orga.nizo.tions in tho proportion of 60 percent to the 
Ari1erico.n Janish Joint Distribution Committee a.nd 40 percent to tho United 
Po.lcstino ,\ppoa.l . It is understood that o.ny np propria.tio:ns inado by local Jewish 
Wolfo.re Funds to other a~oncios enga.gcd in fund-ro.ising for oversul.s or Pa.lcstinc 
purposes , not po.rt of the American Jevrish Joint Distribution Comnittoe or the 
United Pa.lcsti~o Appco.l, sha.11 not be considered o.s entering into the amounts 
U?on ··,h ich tho n.tio of 60 pe;rccnt - 40 percent a.forcraontioned is to be cooputed. 

This r.J.tio is a.pplico.blc to tho American Jowish Joint Distribution 
Coru:,ittoo und tho United Pn.lcstinc ,\ppoal orgo.nizo.tions a.s o.t proscnt con­
stituted, it being understood tha.t tho United Po.lcstine AFi_Jca.l for the yc...'1.r 
1938 comprises tho Palestine Foundation Fund (Koren Ho.yosod) , tho Jovrish 
No.tiom.l Fund (Keren K.o.yorncth) , tho Ei.1crgency Fund of the Jewish Agency for 
Po.lestine (Mifa.l Bitzo.ron) o.nd tho Mizrnchi Palestine Fund. It is understood 
that the tro.ditiono.l collections of the Jcvfish Na.tiono.l Fund sha.11 not be con­
strued o.s ca.mµ:i.ign a.ctivity Y.rithin the uen.ning of this a.greer.10nt . 

The ,'\morica.n Jewish Joint Distribution CoL1ni ttee o.nd the United 
Palestine Appeal , while continuing their separate fund-raising orgn.nizo.tions 
a.nd a.ppco.ls., ha.vo a.greed to ooopera.tc fully in efi'ectu'.l.ting in rrclfare Fund 
cities this a.grocment with respect to the distribution of funds for oversoo.s 
purposes, and ho.ve r.i.a.de a.rro.ngcmcnts to give pra.ctica.l effect to the o.grccracnt . 
The two orga.nizat:i_ons a.ppco.l to a.11 \'lclfa.re Funds o.nd to their respective local 
and sectiono.l rcprcscnto.tivos to lend their utraost support to efi'octua.te the 
foregoing understanding. 

The understandinr; herein set forth is o.pplica.ble to a.11 \felfa.rc 
Fund cowmunities which c..re :..1cnbers of the Council of Jewish Fcdora.tions a.nd 
Hclfo.rc Funds o.s of February 1, 1938, in a.ccorda.ncc ·with the o.tto.chcd list of 
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cities a.nd to such other cor.lr:lunities a.s mo.y bec oue affiliated with the Council 
of J0vrish Federations o.nd Welfare Funds o.nd engage in raising funds f or over­
seas o.nd Palestine activities in 1938 . It is understood tha.t this o.gre0i.1ent 
is not to be binding upon cornnunities nhich raise their overseas funds in types 
of co.r.1pn.igns other tha.n Welfare Fund cc.r.1puigns • 

It has been further a.greed th.n.t tho cha.in:i.n.n o.nd/or co- cha.iITiJ.en of 
the 1\uericom Jcv;i sh Jcint Distributicn Connittoe Cn.r.1.pa. i6n n.nd of the United 
Palestine ;~ppo'.l.l sho..11 r.1eot whenov0r necessary to give effect to the uims n.nd 
t on1s of this o.greer,10nt on fund a.llocn.tions 'lnd intcr-o.r;cr.cy cooperation . 

Signed 

February 8 , 1938 

FOR THE M:E"llICAN JEWISH JOIHT DISTRIBUTION 
COMMITTEE 

Jon::1.h B. Wisc 

FOR THE UNITED Pi:..IB STIWE k:?PE/,L 

Abba. Hillel Silver 



SUPPLEMElITli.L MEMO!u'1.NDUM OF L.GREEM8NT BETl!EEN 
THE JJ.IERICAU JEYJISH JOIPT DISTRIBUTIOU COMLlITTEE 

o.nd 
THE UNITED PltrnSTilIB APPEJ,.L 

T}10 _;.,ucrican Jewish Joint Distribution Cor:r;!.i ttcc c.ntl the Uni tcd 
Po.lest inc J:..ppccl.l durinG the lo.st fi vc yeo.rs, no..ve boon obliged to concern 
thc;:1solvcs ir: incroasiLg i.,on.surc with the pli[;ht of the Jev,s \)f Ger:.,o.ny o.nd 
thu rc:1:'ut:;uos th,, r efr on . During this period , considcrn.ble nur.1bors cf the 
rcf1....;:;ccs frou Guni::.ny ho.ve fcund a.ho.van in tho United Stc,tos. There ha.ve been 
dcvuloped in order tc uoot the needs of m.1i:1bors of those it-rr.,igro.nts , o. c;roup 
cf c rg;~:.r..izati cns cf wltich the No.ticno.l Cocrdimting Cm,,nittoo for Gem.o.n 
RcfugGos is tho ccntr.:il o.nd coordi!~n.ting body . This sitw.tio:11 in tho opinion 
of both the ,'u,ierican J cvrish Joint Dis '; ribution Cornnittoo a.nd tho United Palestine 
:1.ppoal neccssita.tos o. substo.ntio.l I.,oasurc of support for o.cti-.ritios of the 
refugee s e rvice orgunizo.tions in tho United Stutes . Tho fJ,1crico.n Jewish Jo·_nt 
Distribution CoLll:tittee and the United Palestine _\.ppeo.l regard these r:.eo.sures 
o.s being fundn.ncnta.lly o.n oblii;o.tion rostinc UT)On the Jev1ish cor.ir.1unitics of 
; .. .Lcrico. . Both orgo.nizo.tions , thorvforo, join in o.ppeo.ling to the Vfclfn.re Fu.-rids 
of the United States to nuke a.doquo.te response to-:m.rds the o.pplicn.tions which 
vdll now be no.do by tho No.ti0no.l Coordino.ting Com:.1itteo for the support of 
their no.tion- wido activities . 

It is the hope of both tho sir.:no.torios to this o.;;roer.1ent that the 
Helfn.re Funds will so.tisfy the needs of the No.tionn.l Coo rdirn.ting Co:.mittec 
and its o.ssociuted refugee cor.mitte;es by contributing tm,o.rd the Na.ticn.o.l 
Coordirn ting Car.mi ttee sur.is over o.nd above the grants 1.!C.do to the J.r:i.erico.n 
Jewish Joint Distribution Cor.n.1ittoe for its e:verseo.s prur.;rm:i o.nd to tho United 
Po.lcstine ,.ppeo.l for its work of reconstruction a.nd settleuont in Pa.lostine . 
Both cq:;encics concur in the requc st tho.t no s1.,1!il.s thus gr:,ntod by tho Welfare 
}\mds shall dmir..ish in a.ny wo.y or reduce the o.llotuonts to the J.D.C. a.nd tho 
U . P . A. for ovorsco.s o.nd Pc.lestino purposes• 

Signed 

Februo.ry 8 , Hl38 

FOR THZ JJ;.:'.J.ICiJ{ JFWISH JOINT DIS'l'RIBUTION 
COI.J.:IT'.i'EE 

Jonn.h B. Hise 

FOR TEE T:NITED P.ALF.srrn:z A u~_'..L 

J~bbo. Hillel Silver 
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-Y dear 

ilver, 
10:it"r treet, 

abbi ilver: 

Cur orua.r. ·.zation 
int e v nferenc o 

is on 
orl 

arch 1, 1938. 

• J. J 

of any parti i-
pat · 
which 
2cith. 

is to be held j_n h · Von 
conom c Jooperation 

arch 23rd to 

s t 
be cor p ed of' 
ci atin._, ort,a 

clo ,re in · catos 
1 81.,8. t~ 

izations. 
repre 

;on.fererce will 
varic· s "'l8.r1.i-

1ould i, be poss"ble ror you to c.,_+,4-,e,i' t e 
Gon ·are ce. as a member of our dele~ation? 

"'hi. kin..., .,o I for tr.a court sy o' ar: early reply, 
remain 

ire r ly yours, 
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r. Eugene E. Wolf, 
Union Trust Bldg., 
Cleve!. !'ld, Ohio. 

y dear Eugene& 

rch 2, 19~8 

You may recall that in lanning our ye r's 
cultural programs for The Temole, e pl nned a eerie! 
of eetin s ror the arly inter and another for the 
Spring. Our Winter rogram was, as you undoubtedl ecall, 

~v~ry succe~sful three-d y progr , •Religion Spoo.s", ·hioh 
was in every way a remarkable :ichievemont - till the tal. of 

e country. 

tor rch, e r plannin r nt t the 
community, tw world renowned Je ish 1 _n two 
emin re. The . irst 111 be P-ore~sor ~ lo 

occupies the ch 1 of Jewish Histo~ at Columbi Univ rrity 
and ho ha this y r u lishP-d his monumental =kin three 
vol ee on "A S0cial and Religious Histor) of the Jes." 

The other schol r is Dr. Gerhard Scholem, Professor 
at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He ae rought to 
Am rica by the Jewish Institute of Religion (Dr. Stephens. 
Wise, resident) for as ries of six lectur s t the 
Institute . He ill also deliv a series of lect~r· ~ t 
the Hebrew Union College 1n Cincinn ti. Our Tem le is the 
only other place in the country where he will speak. 

The two seminars will be held on four successive 
evenings, ond l through Thursday, arch 28, 29, 50 nd 51. 
Dr. Baron will speaK on the theme nThe Social and Religious 
Problems or Jewish Life" and Dr. Scholem on "Je ish ysticism" 

nd "Haaidism". 
, 

e appeal of these two unusual semin re ill be 
tote chers not only of our Religious Sohool, but of the 
colleges and tmiversities in our city, to the clergy, to the 
theolo ic 1 students in the Christin semin ries in Cleveland and 
in the vicinity and to the educated Je i h laymen enerally. 



r. Yfolt March 2, ... 958 

The oetin swill be h ld in litahler H ll. 

Here, gin, the robl of finance a e its 
ineVi ble a_pe ranee. Had ea B?eoi l cultur 1 fund 
t The Temple lik 0:!1~ other Templ sin thi country 

.~ich 1ouli give us say a thousand doll r annually for the 
~ind of ~eetings ;e ut on l,st Decemb r nd those lnnned 
for the end of t.~1 month, there would, of course, be no 
oroble • But e hove DO uch fund •• ou will recall that 
·ou d I •~chnoITed" to pay tho cost of "Religion Speaks". 
,e n d a o:it 500 for the t, o proj ectsd oemin·trs nd here 

i nothing to do but st rt "schnorring• aO' in .. Do _vou 
kno of Any .,_ tron of Let tor - so J e 1 h Jdaeeen s 
h vou_d undenrite the to~ inars? 

I sh U ro ·bly drop in on you soon no that the 
Inco~0 Tnx viait,tion 18 u. nus d w il then have a 
ch nco tot l t.e mattar over in gr ter etail. 

ith all eood i~hee, I re ain 

ost cordially • ours, 



THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE. 

TELEPHONE: MUSE UM 381 7 (,4 LIN ES), 

TELEGRAMS: "ZJ O NJ B U RO, LONDON." 

CODES: BENTL EY'S A N D MOSSE'S. 

In repl:, please addres.~ the Seo,.ctary: 

and quote the/ol/au,int Re/ere.nu Na.: 

Rabbi A Hillel Silver., 
Cleveland. Ohio. 
U. S. A. 

My dear Rabbi Silver, 

77. GREAT RUSSELL STREET, 

LONDON, W.C. 1 . 

8th MarclJ., 1938. 

I had hoped to visit the United States this spring, not 
only to give you and other friends a first-hand view of the problems 
that face us in Palestine, but also to impress upon American Jewry 
its responsibilities in the difficult conditions with which we have 
to deal. 

But the deep regret I feel at not being able to come to 
the United States at this time wculd be in some degree compensated 
if I could receive an assurance from American leaders - among whom 
I include you - that they fully rcQlise the importance of the part 
they are called upon to play in these critical days. 

In the confusion that prevails in the political world, the 
rights and status of the Jews are relegated to-day to the last item 
on the agenda of inte::national affairs. You will eppreciate that 
it is of the utmost importonce m d value to develop end strengthen 
the spirit of Jewish self-help in every possible direction . 

Palestine is the symbol of Jewish self-help . Masses of 
Jews in Central and Eastern Europe are threatened ~ith exile. What 
wa can do to help them where they are should and ~ust be done . But 
wa must realise that, £or every Jew actually settled in Palestine, 
the problem is effectively and permanently solved, as it can be no­
w~ere else, a...~d the more Jews who can be abso~bed in the Jewinh Na­
tional Home, the nearer ue shall approach the solution of the lar­
ger problem that affects the whole House of Israel. Thus the re­
lief of Je~s in Europe, and the building up of the Je~ish National 
Home are not u...~related tasks. The most substantial contribution 



THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE. CONTINUATI O N SHEET N o ...... ····' ···-

that can be made for the salvation of European Jewry is to extend 
the work of building up the Homeland in Palestine. 

With this in mind , I hope that tho year 1938 may witness 
the re-dedication of American Jewry to the interests of the United 
Palestine Appeal, the fiscal instrument through which all Jews -
Zionists and non-Zionists - contribute to tho sacred task of streng­
thening the foundations of tho Jewish National Home. 

The great democracy of the United States :Lo one of tne 
I 

feu lands of frcedo:::::i a,-:d security for t:.e Jewish people. Al1 
Jews in that leased ::-epuolic should show thoi flpprec.:.ation of 
their freedo a."ld socuri ty throuch ti.o::..:c gifts to t~e Uni tccl Pales­
tine Appeal. 

I sincerely hope that you as a member or the ational 
C.'.)u.:.cil ui l give Dr ..•. H. Silver, t:ie Chair an or t!1e United 
Palest.:.nc -"9".l 3.l, you porsom l co-opvrnticn ·n na1·in~ the ce~:;,aign 
cf 1938 bot:1 a financ · al and a mo al auc;cess. 

With d psst a9preciation of yo~r co-operation, I remain, 
With Zionist Gr etings, 

Yours very sincerely, 

PRESIDENT. 
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UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM. 
Hon. Secretary: THE HoN. LILY H. MONTAGU, O.B.E., J.P. 

THE RED LODGE, 51, PALACE COURT, LONDON, W. 2. 

4th _:r·il 1°3 

Dear .. abbi ilver, 

I a .. s ndin to all the .e .. bers of the Palestine 

Co •. ,it tee a copy of the ap eal .1hich has been a .,rovec... 

0,1 Dr . loo...,en . abbi ,o1 l. i:.·he Rer . _ . ..... . i>er:z~rnic,; 

and t _ t.~r e labcis in P· lcs tine, and ;hich it is 

ro~o~ed to circulate in various cou~tries . You, ill 

that . e ~,ish :o ~ nd out t·.e a .. al in th"" na .~s 

of al th~ ... c .bers of t c alest in o .itte , and I 

ho ~h r f o.re that you il~ ap ro 7 01· it ::...nd will let 

.u .{no. bJ retur. that .,e ..• y han Jour ai wture . Jf 

I do not hear b P~ssor~k - shall take it that you 

Yo~rQ ~i~cerelJ , 

½ ~ 
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· f ARAB NATIONAL LEAGUE 
303 FIFTH AVENUE 

F . I. SHATARA, M , D ., PESIDENT 

DAVID RA"!_~AN, VICE-PRESIDENT 

JOU DY ESMAIL, TREASURER 

AMEEN ZAIDAN, SECRETARY 

NEW YORK 

MURRAY HILL 4-!5B41 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

E . J. AUDI 
JOSEPH BATEH 

JOUDY ESMAIL 

GEORGE KHEIRALLA, M . D. 

ALI MAHADEEN 

H . I. KATIBAH, DIRECTOR 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
10511 Lake Shore Blvd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Sir: 

HASSAN MAHMOUD 

DAVID RAMADAN 
AMEEN ZAIDAN 

March 24th, 1958. 

According to the "New York Times" of March 24th , 
you are reported to have stated before a group of theatrical 
and ID.otion-picture executives: "In tv,enty short years, Jewish 
pioneers crune to this barren land, neglected by both Turk and 
Arab etc". This is a reiteration of a hackneyed statement used 
by most .Zionist propagandists. 

Having been born in Palestine, the writer is in a 
position to state that the Arab did not wilfully neglect the l and, 
but was compelled to do so by Turkish misrule, and that the Pal­
estinian Jew showed as much "neglect" as his Arab neighbor. 

The Arab is now willing and able to assume the res­
ponsibility of developing his land. While vre admit that in the 
chase after the almighty dollar the Jews have been far more 
successful than their Arab cousins, we object to i nvidious com­
parisons and generalizations. There are Jews on the East Side 
of New York whose standard of living is not higher than that of 
the poorest Arab fellah. Similarly, there are rich Arabs and 
poor Arabs, there are progressive Arabs and backward Arabs. But 
the Arab can thank God that he possesses qualities which endear 
him to his fel low man, and which cannot be evaluated in dollars 
and cents. 

On behalf of the Arab National League, may I therefore 
request you to desist from making any further disparaging remarks 
and comparisons. May I add perhaps gratuitously, that Arab resent­
ment and hostility towards Zionism have, in no small measure been 
aroused by this tendency to boast, this l ack of savoir-faire , and 
this exhibition by word and deed of other qualities of the nouveau 
riche, and that the responsibility for this state of affairs rests 
upon leaders like yourself. 

FIS:MC 



1206-A 

JcL.Ass OF SERVICE DESIRED\. 

-WESTE 
CHECK 

DOMESTIC CABLE RN TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN. 
NIGHT NIGHT 

ON MESSAGE LETTER 

UNI NIGHT SHIP 
LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED 

Patrons 1hould cheek class of aenice 
desired; otherwiae message will be 

transmitted as a foll-rate 
R. 8. WHITE I 

commonicatioo. NEWCOMB CARLTON J . C. WILLEVER 
PR&SID&NT CHAIRMAN OP' TH& 80AJIO f'JlleT VJCa•Pfl&81D&NT 

Send thefollo111ing m~ge, mbject to the terms on ba~ hereof, which are here/Jg agrud to 

DR. JONAH B. WISE 
55 EAST 62nd STREET 
NEVi YORK , N. Y. 

March 25, 1958 

SECRETARY HULL'S CALL FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN BEHALF OF REFUGEES 
GIVES ADDED ,EIGHT TO. THE SUGGESTION FOR AN EMERGENCY CAMPAIGN CONTAINED IN 
MY LAST COMMUNICATION TO YOU STOP WOULD SUGGEST THAT YOU CONSULT LEADERS OF 
JDC IMMEDIATELY SO THAT WE COULD CAPITALIZE THE PRESENT MOMENT FOR MAXIMUM 
OVERSEAS RELIEF STOP IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO DO AN EXTRAORDINARILY GREAT 
THING WITH THE MOOD OF OUR PEOPLE IN ITS PRESENT STATE . 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES 



JCLASS OF'SERVICE DESIRED\. 

DOME.TIC CABLE WESTE RN TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 

UNI ON MESSAGE LETTER 
NIGHT SHIP 

LETTER RADIOGRAM 
Patrom Bhoold check claaa of aerTiee 
de.ired; otherwise messaire will be 

transmitted as a fall-rate 
R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON communication. 

~RSSID&NT CHAl"'MAN 01' THE BOARD 

Send the f ollo111ing me3Mlge, &ubjecl lo the temu on baclc, hereof, which are herel,y agrud to 

THE HONORABLE CORDELL HULL 
SECRETARY OF ~TATE 
-fi ASHING TON, D. C. 

.J.C. WILLEVER 
P'IIIST VIC&-Pll&alDllNT 

March 25, 1938 

1206-A 

CHECK 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

TIME FILED 

MAY I EXPRESS TO YOU MY PROFOUND GRATITUDE FOR THE ACTION WBICH YOU HAVE INITIATED 
IN BEHALF OF THE POLITICAL REFUGEES OF GERtvIANY AND AUSTRIA. IT IS A NOBLE AND 
GENEROUS ACT TRULY IN ~EEPING .ITH THE GREAT .Ai".,1IRICAN TRADI TION. IT WILL 
STRENGTHEN THE SPIRITS OF THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF UNFORTUNATE VICTIMS OF 
THE 1viOST BRUTAL AND CONSCIENCELESS TYRANNY OF MODERN TIMES AND \,ILL REVIVE THE 
HOPES OF ALL THOSE WHOSE FAITH IN HUMANITY AND INTERNATIONAL MORALITY HAS BEEN 
SO SORELY SHAKEN IN RECENT YEARS. 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, National Chairman 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING or THE EXECUTIVE OF 

' HELD TUESDAY EVENING, MARCH 29, 1938 - 40 West 16Sth Street 

PRESENT: Messrs. Wisc, Cowen, Lipsky, Goldstein, Lovintha.l, Ross, Rocker, 
Sherman, Siegel, Weinberg, Imber a.nd Cohen, roprosenting youth organiza­
tions; Caplan and Weisgal (by invitation). 

Excuses for absence from Rabbi Israel, Mr. Kraemer and Judge Rothenberg. 

EXPRESSION OF .APPRECIATION TO DR. GOLDSTEIN: 

Dr. 'Wisc thanked Dr. Go::listein for the vory efficient mannor in 
which ho discharged tho duti&s of acting President during his absence in 
connection with tho meeting of the Actions Committee in London. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY ACTIONS COMMITTEE: 

Tho Secrotary roa.d tho following resolution adopted by tho 
Actions Comitteo: 

"Tho General Council which is tho Actions Comr.1ittoo 
of the Zionist Organization, unAl!limously affirns·.the 
readiness of a.11 Zionist sections a.nd groups vrithin 
tho Zionist movement for harmonious ond united coop­
eration, whilst preserving freedom of discussion in 
tho spirit of Zionist solidarity. 

"!he General Council further declares that both tho 
supporters and tho epponononts of tho political 
resolution of the Twentieth Zionist Congress are 
unequivocally opposed to any attempt to restrict 
the Jews to the position of a minority in Palestine, 
as well as to arzy- action of tho opponents of Zionism 
directed against the principle of a Jewish State in 
Pale st inc. " 

COMMUNICATION FROM RABBI SILVER: 

The Chairman read a cor.ununication from Rabbi Silver, as per 
attached. 

Dr. Stephens. Wise, 
40 West 68th St., 
New York City, 

My dear Dr • Wi so : 

Secretary Hull's call for an international conference in behalf of 
German and Austrian refugees may prove of extraordinary significance 
to us if properly capitalized. In such a conforoncc tho American 
Government might woll suggest to the British Government tho urgency 
of allowing a much larger Jewish immigration into Palestine without 
any relation to the present political level. It would giv• the 
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British Government, if it is so inclined, a real excuse for issuing 
a much larger schedule, i.e., an internationnl demand for it. 

Secretary Hull's call also dramatizes the present moment and it c~n 
be capitalized for a lar,o scale emergency crunpaign for Over-Seas 
refugee relief. Tho Americun Government having recognized the oxtra­
ordina.ry character of the presont situation, tho Jows of An.orica can 
do no loss. I had previously written to tho JDC people about tho 
matter. I sent a wire today to Rabbi Jonah Wiso urging him to co:r:imu­
nicatc immediately with tho loaders of tho JDC so that tho present 
hour could be exploited by us for maximum aid for our pooplo abroad. 

I listened, at tho .Administrative Commit too mooting, to tho proposal 
of tho "Mifde Zioni". Frankly, it loft mo cold. I soo no noney in 
it and a tremendous interference with tho UPA. To raise any substan­
tial plan runong Zionists of America would require a trenendous canpaign 
through tho Now Palestine, tho press and through ovory other avenue 
of publicity open to us. This would seriously interfere v.rith our UPA 
campuign right through tho· yoar. A fraction of the onorgy which would 
have to bo invested into this new project, if applied by tho Zionists 
to the UPA, would net a far greater rovenuo for Palestine. Such pro­
posals as tho I.:ifde Zioni might be helpful in those countrios where 
thero are no highly organized and united campaigns such as we have 
in tho United Stutes. Hero uuch a project can but divide our energies, 
clutter up our machinery and confuse our communities. You will agree 
with me that there arc already too many separate money raising acti­
vities going on in Jov.n. sh life today for Palestine. Our people aro 
fast reachi~E a point of s~turation not in tho extent of their giving, 
but in their reaction to a hight endless series of solicitations for 
Palestine. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

AHS :BK 

DISCUSSION ON SECRETARY HULL'S PROPOSAL: 

The Chairman called upon Mr. Lipsky to report with respect to 
Secretary Hull's proposal. 



Mr. Lipsky was of the opinion that the resolution adopted on Sunday, at 
the Pennsylvania Hotel, represented a very accurate reaction to what ispro­
posed by Secretary Hull, and covers also what is referred to by Dr. Silver, 
namely, that it should be the intention of the Zionist Organization to see 
to it that in the conferences to be called, Palestino should be introduced 
in a way to put England under the moral compulsion of o~cning the doors of 
Palestine to holp solve the Jowish problem. (Text of the Resolution follows) 

"We hail the historic act of President Roosevelt and Secretary Hull, 
which is a renewal of.America's glorious tradition of asylum for vic­
tims of political oppression. It is a source of doep satisfaction to 
us as American citizens that the Government of the United States is 
thereby exorcising a high moral leadership in a cause which touches 
the very f-our.\ations of civilization. -

"It is the hope of this assembly that the int er-gov0rnmontal commission 
proposed by President Roosevelt will soon assume its noble functions 
with the whole-hearted and effective cooperation of the twenty-nine 
nations to whom this humanitarian call has boon extended. 

11 In view of the relentless pressure of oppression upon large Jewish conr­
munities which calls for maximum opportunities for resettlement, and 
in recognition of the special and unique place which Palestine holds 
in the solution of th~ Jewish problem as the land where the Jewish 
National Home is being established by international consent and endorse­
ment, we respectfully request the Government of the United States to 
make representations to the ~ritish Government, as part of its negotia­
tions in relation to the proposal of international cooperation in aid 
of refugees, urging the lifting of artificial barriers against immigration 
of Jews to Palestine and the opening of its doors in accordance with 
the country's economic absorptive capacity. 

11 We pledge our material and moral support towards the carryil'.\g out of 
this program." 

Mr. Lipsky reported further that the American Jewish Congress was re­
sponsible for calling together a meeting of the .American Jewish Comnittee and 
tho Bnai Brith, as well as the WA and Hadassah to consider the feasibility of 
establishing a united front in view of the problem created in Austria, which 
should also give effective support of the Presdient 1 s proposal. The question 
created by Dr. Silver, Mr. Lipsky observed, though pertaining to the situation, 
need not necessarily be advanced at this time, but will be advanced when actunl 
negotiations are begun. 

Mr. Lipsky stated further that the suggosti on was made that Dr. Wise com­
mnicate with the Prosident and Secretary Hull, informally, calling attention 
to the fact that Palestine must be in the centre. 

Dr. Wise reported that ho had a letter from Mr. George Messersmith, a 
good friend of ours, in whose hands ~ould be placed the handling of the Contral 
European situation, from which it is apparent that he has a v~cy moderate con.-. 
ception of what may be hoped for from this entire..,.proposal. Dr. Wise asked 
if it would not help if we were to bring home to Secretary Hull that we have 
again a. bad innnigration schedule and therefore if 'England really we..nts to do 
something in the light of the present situation and ~orld opinion, she must make 
some concession to the Jews, and cannot do for Jewish immigrants less than 
America is doing. !t m....qy perhpas got .us a larger ouota, and it might strengthen 

-3-
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the hands of Secretary Hull, who could communicate uith .Ambassador Kennedy (of 
whom Dr. Wise received a very good impression) to sec to it that Eneland shall 
match the number of immigrants to Palestine allowed under tho auota to enter the 
United States. Also mi{;ht it not be well for Mr. Lipsky and himself, as heads 
of the Political Committee of the Jewish Agency, in America, to soc Secretaries 
Hull and Ickes, and. Mr. Messersmith, to convey this to them, and have them secure 
from England a revision of the immigration schedule. 

Mr. Lipsky was of the opinion that Secretary Hull should be sounded out. 

Mr. Mo.rgulies believed that the rcsolut~on ad.opted on Stmd~y should merely 
be sent with a coverillG lotter, and then Dr. Wise and Mr. Lipsky should confer 
with Secretary Hull and discuss details. 

Dr. Goldstein observed that insofar as this involves action by England, it 
oight be well to consult tho heads of tho Zionist OrganizPtion in London, and 
Dr. Weizmann in Palestire, as to their advice in the matter. 

Dr. Wisc nas strongly of the opinion th.qt .America should act indepondihntly 
in the matter. 

Mr. Lipsky added th1:1t he is convinced that this will be rebarded by the Ex­
ecutive as the proper thini; to do, because anythint; that uill 6ct England to 
open ·wider the doors of Palestine would be welcomed. Therefore this is in line 
with t:10 policy of the Executive. 

It was finally noved, seconded and carried 

THAT Dr. Wisc and Mr. Lipsky go to Washington in order 
to confer with Secretary Hull and other I:1embcrs of the 
Cabinet, with a view to botting then to understand the 
importance of havint; England revise the Palestine in­
migration schedule, in connection with President R0osevelt 1s 
call for a conferonco on the refugee problem. 

In connection with the rofUf;co problem, Dr. Wise referred also to a nemoranduri 
from Juige Rothenberg, urging that the Executive give thouGht to this entire prob.­
le~ both from tho point of view of settlement work noTT going onin·Pnlestine and 
the larger place which Palestine r.ru.st occupy in any progran on reft.!{;ee settle-
nent to be undertakon. 

It was decided also to inforn Rabbi Silver that uc arc acting along the 
lines proposed by hin in tho attached letter. 

DISCUSSION ON MIFDE HAZIONI 

The Executive then discussed the Mifdo Hazioni referred to by Dr. Silvor. 

Mr. Lipsky pointed out that the inplications of this fund have not been 
explained and consequently there has boon n groat deal of misunderstandirg on 
the subject, as revealed in Dr. Silvcr 1s letter. 

Dr. Wisc stated that he has written to correct Dr. Silver's iopression. 

-4-
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April 19, 1938 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tenple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Silver: 

Many tbanks for your letter. Yes, Chaim 
Weizmann's letter is sad, and yet there is something 
very fin about what he reports. Thank God for the 
courage ot our youth, who have their backs to the 
wail and their faces, unafraid, to the enemy, wh!tther 
Arab or English. 

What good would a visit from Wehmann do in 
June or September? I cannot see. Of course it is good 
to have hirr., and it would be fine to have him at the 
Zionist Organization Convention but I think he ought to 
be saved tor January or February and le lp inaugurate 
your second year es head ot the United Pelestina Appeal. 

Heartiest congratulations on the result ot the 
Pacific coast visit. I have had letters about your 
triumph.el tour from friends in different cities, and 
ot course the Jewish press of Seattle, Portland, etc. 
gave us full reports. You must have had a magnificent 
reception, and it ia a joy to learn that the results ere 
so promising. 

I wonder whether you heard of my having had 
part in the President's Conference! Originally only 
MorgentlBu and Baruch were invited. Then apparently a 
member ot the Cabinet, without my knowledge, urged the 
President tbat I be made one or the three Jewish repre­
sentati ves, and the President eagerly assented. It was 
a good Conference. Tbe President is dead in earnest. 
He really wants to help. I em not quite as sure of all 
his friends. Bill end Perkins are fine. Baruch is 
withdrawing. MacDonald urges Beerwald, which would be 
fair enough, in his place. 

~he Austrian situation is appalling. You know, 
of course, tbat poor Stricker, Oscar Greenbaum end others 
have beens ent to Dachau, ot ell places in tb3 world. I 
have tried to get at the Nazi government through a great 
friend who has access to Il Duce. We shell see whet 
00.11!1 s ot it. Faithfully yeurs, 

"cXel 0~~~erican 8'ew CJ 17easure <;;Jf;s i l in lhe cXi hl o lhe flulure &J>a/esline" 
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PRINCE HUBERTUS zu loEW.l!NSTEIN • l d. 

(GmnanCatholicLeader) Cleveland, Ohio. f__;_, -t_; f).J ' ; IJ✓ -~14/cf 
DR. KURT RosENPELD l,(., J ff J ',1 'J 

(Former Minister of Justice in Pnuria) Dear Friend: V\..l,o-,,-,_ • / r~ J '-'<.. 

Sponsors: The Executive of the American Committee 
CARLETON BEALs for Anti-Nazi Literature has seen fit to draw up the 
T. A. BissoN enclosed letter to be sent to all our Sponsors for 
HARRIET STANTON BLATcH signature,· and then returned to us, to be forwarded 
ANITA BLOCK 
s. JoHN BLocK to Chairman Sam McReynolds of the House Committee on 
PRoP. J. McKEEN CATTELL Foreign Affairs. 
DR. BARRETT H. CLARX 

PROP. THOMAS C. CoCHRAN 

MALCOLM CoWLJ!Y 

KATE CRANE-GARTZ 

DR. WALTER DAMROSCH 

PROP. JOHN DEWEY 

DR. Joi.. LovEJOY ELLIOTT 

DR. H. C. ENGELBRECHT 

PROP. WALTER GELLHORN 

MARTHA GRA!iAM 

PROP. ALBERT GUERARD 

PROP. ALICE HAMILTON 

Moss HART 

l. A. HIRSCHMANN 

ROCKWELL KENT 

DOROTHY KENYON 

PROP. WM. H. KILPATRICK 

PREDA KiRCHWEY 

JusTICE ANNA M. KRoss 

JUDGE S. D. LEVY 

PROP. EDUARD C . LINDEMAN 

PROP. R. M. MACIVER 

ANNIE NATHAN MEYER 

HENRY MOSKOWITZ 

LEWIS MUMPORD 

DR. HENRY NEUMANN 

PROP. FREDERICK L. SCHU MAN 

ROSIKA SCHWIMMER 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

LEE SIMONSON 

CARL VAN DOREN 

LILLIAN D. WALD 

DR. }AMES J . WALSH 

Thie letter is based on a report given by 
Representative Byron Scott, in which he states that 
Chairman McReynolds is holding up hearings on peace 
legislation now pending before the House. 

We believe that this letter, signed by you, 
will help bring pressure on Chairman McReynolds so as 
to have him start hearings on neutrality legislation. 

At these hearings, it will no doubt be 
shown that the overwhelming sentiment of the American 
people is for a new neutrality act,--for sale of mun­
itions to democratic Spain and China, and for the 
quarantine of the aggressor nations. 

The Oo:runittee feels that the German under­
ground movement is also hat:1pered by the Neutrality Act 
of the United States, because our particular neutrality 
legislation strengthens Hitler, and therefore hampers 
the work of the underground movement. A change in the 
neutrality legislation means the strengthening of the 
underground movement in Germany. 

Germany could not have taken over Austria, 
nor could Germany aid the fascist forces in Spain were 
our peace policy a real one. 

Therefore, the Oornnittee calls upon you, as 
one of its Sponsors, to sign the enclosed letter, and 
return it to us, for us to forward to Chairman McRey­
nolds, as well as for press release. 

Very truly yours, 
A CU'vl ,1 

fl A Tl- AZI LIT RAT~ i 
/";i,,J~ ~ 
Mildred Leibner ~ 
Executive Secretary 
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GUGGENHEIMER & UNTERMYER 

30 PINE STREET, NEW YORK 

CAB LE ADDRESS . • MELP OMENE" NEW YOR K 

April 24, 1938. 

The Nonsectarian Anti-Nazi League 
to Champion Human Rights, Inc. 
and its Board of Directors, 

20 West 47th Street, New York Cityo 

Dear Sirs: 

I hereby resign as President, and as Chainnan of 
the Board and as a Director, of the Nonsectarian Anti-Nazi 
League to Champion Human Rights- my resignation to include 
any other offices that I may hold and to take effect imme­
diately. 

As you are aware, I have long had this step in 
contemplation and it is now made imperative. For more than 
five years I have held these posts but em. no longer able, 
by reason of advancing age, ill health and pressing public 
duties to fulfil the arduous and important obligations that 
they entail- in addition to my other duties. 

I shall be eighty years of age in a few weeks and 
am in feeble health, besides having been recently elected a 
Delegate at Large to the State Constitutional Convention 
that is now in session at Albany and that promises to remain 
in session for at least five months to come. In addition, 
my health has required me to live in the far lest for the 
Winter months, and that condition will, I tear, continue. 

While I regret the necessity for this step, I 
em consoled by the reflection that, after more than five 
years of arduous and continuous service, the objects of 
the League have become so well known that , under rightful 
guidance, it should from now on go forward on its own 
momentum. By "rightful guidance" I have in mind guidance 
based on American ideals of tolerance, restraint and fair deal­
ing, that a ways recognizes the interests and unity of the 
American people as a whole as paramount to the interests 
of an,.,v particular group or class, and that scrupulously ex­
cludes all radical and un-American principles and methodS. 
In my mind. it would also emphasize the nonsectarian charac­
ter and attitude of the League- in a world in which Nazi 
persecution has also bitterly assailed Christianity and is 
seeking to overthrow all existing religions. 

I consider the League a great humanitarian public 
work, in no sense sectarian, that, under rightful guidance, 
should have the support of every civilized human being 



The Nonsectarian Anti-Nazi League 
to Champion Human Rights 

regardless of class, race or creed, and hope to see it 
maintained on that basis. It is an unselfish attempt to 
correct 'the Crime of the Centuries' by utilizing the 
boycott as the only substitute for war. 

I would have taken the liberty of recommending 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Vice President, to fill the vacancy 
caused by my resignation(! know of no one better qualified 
for the Post)- but for the fact that he lives in Cleveland 
and has recently become head of the United Palestine Appeal, 
with its exacting duties. 

From and after -this date I, of course, consider 
myself completely absolved from all moral or other obligations, 
as well as duties, to the League. I have done my best and 
have devoted to it more time and thought than to any one 
other undertaking, but the burden bas become too great tor 
my strength. 

I wish hereby to express my especially deep grati­
tude to Mrs. Mark Harris for her unfailing aid and support. 
She has been a veritable 'tower of strength' that could 
always be depended upon, and I do not know what I would have 
done without her. 

Very truly yours, 

SU-R Samuel Untenn.yer 
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l ,, 
30 PINE STREET. NEW YORK 

CABLE ADDRESS "MELPOMENE" NEW YORK 

April 25, 1938 

Rev. Dr. bba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 105th St. and Ansel Road 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Sir:-

For your personal inf'ormation, as a Director of 

The Nonsectarian Anti-Nazi League to Champion Hum.an Rights, Inc •• 

I herewith enclose copy of a letter dated April 24, 1938, in 

which I have resigned as an Oftieer and Director of the League 

and ba.ve explained the reasons for my doing soo 

Very /::l°!i':l -
Samuel ~~er 

i SU/R 

Eno. 

. 
l 

\ 
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ny 9, 19~8 

r . Sru:n.iel Untermyer, 
50 Pine Street, 
New York, N.Y. 

~ d r ·r. Unt rmyer, 

I read· ith rofound rag_et the nnounc ment 
of ur resie tion a Pre~id nt of tho ,:on cect :::-.:.an 
nti-Nazi Lague. I :.now of the co. an n leader:hip 
hich you v~ to the Lo ~e v r inc itn i ce~tion 

und the ins ir.tion hich ou h&va een to all those 
force~ in th countrJ ,hich r orking ~ode~ ro. 
Nazi~m. Your resignation ~ill ea reat loss to 
the League n ... I . .•ei su ded th a ne orien tfon 
in the Bo. cott work in the United St tes is now 
indic~tad. L eking n u standlnf. r onalit to 
succeed yo~1 in the offic ot 0 resi nt, the L u , I 
run afraid, "fill su _er g,..0 ntl;; ·n r9st:ge and in 
inn nee . 

I would, th r.fore, ou.ggest that t.e Ex cu ive 
Board oft~ L gu o oint a co~~ittc tom et it a 
similar co:.:anitt.e of the Joint Boycott C unc~ l or th 

~rtcan Jet oh Congress &n th J ish t~bor Co:mittee 
looking to rd a unific~tion of act1vit) nd a mer £r. If 
such merger :s e~fected alon~ ropo.r lines and 1th a 
non-sect r· ~hnr~cter of the .ork ain••ined 'ti 

y belief t~~t the Bo·cott ,r in the Un ted tAtes ould 
be at r_ 11 helped. 

HS: K 

ith ~11 good :~hes for good h 1th, I re~ in 

'o t co.dially your , 



GUGGENHEIMER & LJNTERMYER 

30 PINE STREET, NEW YORK 

CABLE ADDRESS MELPOMENE
0

NEW YORK 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

i_ay 15, 1938 
SAMUEL LiNTERMYER 

COUNSEL 

lAany thanks for your very kind and 
sympathetic letter concerning my resignation. I felt 
that my health simply would not stand the strain and 
that there was no alternative but my resignation. 

I fully agree with you that the work of the 
League should be enlarged, if possible and that a com­
bination should be effected with other organizations 
in the same field- and have for years worked, but 
ineffectually, to that end. The so-called "Executive 
Committee" has long been a farce, with men like Dr. 
Dubovsky and Mr. Myers in virtual control- doing 
practically noting in a constructive way. 

I hope you will take the moveme nt in hand. It 
is well 1orth your constructive energies. In fact, I 
consider it the only really effective weauon (the boycott} 
against the Nazi regime, a nd that it could be made far 
more effective.If I hbd been ten or twenty years younger 
I think I could have uone it. 

With kind regards, believe me, Sincei::;u~ V\r 

Samu~ermyer Dr. hbba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, o. 
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TO CHAMPION HUMAN RIGHTS, Inc. 

20 WEST 47th STREET • NEW YORK 

MEDALUON 3-2720 

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

May 19, 1938 

105th Str eet & .Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Doctor Silver : 

As you know, the National Convention of the League 

takes place Sunday, May 22nd , at the Hotel Paramount , 

235 West 46th Street, New Yorm Cit y , a t ten o•clock • 

we hope that you are making plans to attend. 

BD:IB 

Very truly yours , 

Dr . B. l)U.bovsky , Cha · 
Convention .Arrangement Conmittee 

THE BOYCOTT IS THE MORAL SUBSTITUTE FOR WAR 

JI 



Dr. B. O,~bovsky, 
17 West 67th ct. , 
New Yor·c, ~J.Y. 

My 1ear Dr. Dubovsky& 

May 20, 1958 

I am 5orry that I will not be aboo to attend the 
Convention of the League which has bean called for Sunday. 
!he annual meeting ot my Taplo takes place this Sunday. Four 
or five of the ofticors of the Cleveland Ant1-Na?.1 L0 ague will, 
I un:!eretand, be in New Yor tomorrow, Saturday. I h~.ve +alked 
over t."le situation ~,1th them end I wOQld euggeet the. t .}' ou get 
in touch with taen1 oa Saturday, Pll"lor to the sessions of the 
Convention. 

You prob•J.bly know ffllat !!lY ;;:,oint of view ia. I am persuaded 
that the aoet logical thing for w, to do ia toet"teet a merger 
Tith the BOJ1eott Council looking tolml'ds a un1t1cat1oa ot all 
the tioycott activitiee in the United Sto.tea. It ~ould be desirable, 
it ruch a merger ir effected, to maintein th& non-~ectar1an oh~r6Cter 
ot the work as far as poseible and to set up the kind or a Joint 
board which ·1ould be representatives or all sections or Jewry. It 
the League or the new-'boffl-League which will ~e cre~ted ~hould a 
merger be ettected, will come to take on a "Leftiet• character by 
tall1ng into the bands or men known tor their Leftist. or Conunuhiat 
tendencies, the whole Anti-Nazi Bo~oott eet-up in the country 
will su.f'ter disastrously. We would f\11ibor be oloy1nc into the 
hands of the Nazis who will then haYe renson to oroclaim that the 
entire Anti-Kazi Boycott movement in the United St,J.tes ts a 
Communist activity. Soma of our Comauniet friends would like 
nothing better than to be able to exploit the Anti-lazi Le0 gue 
or the Boycott movement in the United States for their own 
purpofles. 

I would suggest that at the Conf ranee on Sun~ny, you 
anga1e as little as possible in reoriminationa and in critici .. 
or what has taken place. Nothing can be gained by waahing our 
dirty linen 1n public. You must think ot the tllture o.f the 
Bo7oott movement in the United Stat••• Therefore, all discussion 
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s.hould be oenteracl on future polic and program and not OD 
put aiatatu. I\ •-• to .. that the cnly lo«i actioa 
bat can be taken on Smid is to appoint a comaittee to meet 

with a slllilar ooiaittee of the Boyeott Counoil looking toward 
• aerger or act vi.tie■, which cOlllllittee shall report back to tile 
hecut1•• .board ot the teape for tinal action. •o new of'ticera 
or boards should 1 elected at th11 tiae because with the u.erav 
idea in the offing, it is quite pointless to eleot a nn set 
or officers. 

I would suggest, also, tba all your 1el:aiOD1 be executi•• 
and that the Preas be not invited in. Should trictioa d•••lop 
at the ConTention and wind of it get 1.ato the p1ablic pren, oar 
Bo aott work in the United Su tee will autfer and our Nazi roea 
will rejoice. 

Please cODvey ay bee~ wiehea to &ll who ll att8Dd the 
Coevention on 8-df. a.ad "'1 ainceft b-,.. cala deliberat1011 
aa4 constructive •ction. 

1f1th all ,ood Wiehn, I Hlla.1.D 

lloet cordial 7oure, 

JJf tBK 
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June 5, 19:2'.8 

Dr. !aurice J. K rpf 
The Jewish Agency for Pale~tine 

erican non-Zionist Office 
71 r. t 47th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

My doar Dr. Karpf: 

First a ord of gre ting. 
in some time and I hop tha ·e will 
in the near future o tal to one 

I ave not seen you 
a~e an op~ortunity 
no her. 

I ,ant to bring th following atter t-o your attention. 
I kno of no one else efore hom to present t.~i~ ~2tter. 
Inasmuch as you are a member of the Executive of the Je ish 
Agency for alestine, representing the non-Zioniet half of 
the Agency, I think that you ought to be~ are ht a consi erable 
number of the American non-Zionist me~be d Dep-~ty cembers 
ot the Council for the Jewish Agency have not in the past and 
·re not now contributing anything to the United Palestine Appeel. 
In smuch as the United Palestine ppeal is the one recognized 
fund-raising instrumentQlity of the Jewish Agency in the 
United States, failure to make any contribution, .especia1ly 
on the at or those ho are able, ust e inter reted as an 
indifference to the upbuilding or~ in Palectine which is not 
consistent with one's me~bership on the Council oft e Jerlsh 
Agency. 

Presumably those oembers of the Council -ho live 
outside of New York are in co unittes where joint c~ paigns 
and elf re fund camJaigns are being held, are contributing 
through those funds to the United Palestine Ap P. 1. But in 
Ne, York City, the United Pale~tine Appeal h s an inde endent 
drive and the record of giving on the rt of h non-Zionis 

embers of the Council ·olive in 7e ork is av ry d'.hnartening 
one. I am enclosing erewith some oft' e names ad .e a ounts 
contributed. 
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What can be done about it? ould it be 
possible for you, as our executive representative in this 
country, to contact with these people end make them 
understand not only the importance of the Fund but also 
the unfortunate c. ittcism to which they lay themselves open 
as non- contrlbutora to a movement of hose rincipal legislative 
body they are membars and hose policies t ey are in < posi tlon 
to influence nd direct. 

I would be deeply r teful to you f'or any helpfulness 
in thi m.etter. 

AHE:BK 

i th all good -dshes, )'. remain 

VerJ cordiall our, 

Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 

· Cleveland, Ohio. 

' 
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Dear Friend: 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER 

CLEVELAND 

.Tune 17, 1938 

You are, of course, aware that Dr, Stephens. Wise, 
who has rendered distinguished service as president of the Zionist 
Organization of America, has announced his intention not to stand 
for re-election in view of the constitutional limitations in this 
respect. Zionists throughout America must, therefore, look for 
another candidate who will carry on the traditions of the Zionist 
movement in these very critical times. 

We ought to choose as our president one who possesses 
qualities of leadership as well as scholarly and cultural attain­
ments. Our president ought, of course, to be a man who is thor­
oughly and completely devoted to the cause of Hebraism, Zionism 
and Palestine. 

There is a rather universal and spontaneous feeling 
among American Zionists in nearly all communities, that the person 
who would most eminently qualify for the position at this time, 
is Dr. Solomon Goldman of Chicago. In recent years, his appear­
ances throughout America as well as in South Africa have evoked 
enthusiastic, warm praise and admiration. We feel that Rabbi 
Goldman can be induced to serve as president of the Zionist 
Organization of America if there be a strong and widespread call 
upon him from Zionist leaders throughout the country. 

We should like, therefore, within the next few days, 
to present such a call to him. We f~el that as a leader of the 
Zionist movement in your community you will undoubtedly agree 
with our feelings in the matter. If you do, may we ask you to 
please wire us at once of your sentiments in the matter and also 
your authorization to include your name among a list of national 
sponsors of Dr. Goldman's candidacy. May we also suggest that 
you urge your District to go on record favoring his candidacy. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner 
A.H. Friedland 
Max I. Kohrman 
Rabbi Rudolph R. Rosenthal 
Hon. Ezra Z. Shapiro 

P.S. Please wire your reply to Dr. Barnett R. Brickner, 
1007 Union Bank of Commerce Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio. 



J\IDe 24, 19S8 

Rabbi Leon I. 1euer 
Collingwood Avenue T911p].e 
Collingwood and Aclclill A,,-enuea 
Toledo, Ohio 

My dear Leona 

I have been approached by Dr. Goldstein of New York 
with regard to his candicacy for the presidency ot the ZOA. 
I aa inclined to believe that he is a good man and that ha 
will exercise a degree ot independence 1n the ottica,ot which 
the organization 1a 1a great need. I euapeot that the old-tiae 
ward-healers of the orgam.ution •auld r«tber ot have hill. 
TbeJ have projao\ed u their candiclate OIi!' d old friend -
loloaaon Goldaaa - amd t bo)' is noe OU'l'JUI on,wlth the 
aid or his henohHa here !JI Cleveland, a nry aggrass1 ve campaign 
thr0111bout the C0111l'\z7• !la.la fellow, ot ao11rae, ehould not be 
elected tor reason, whiah are as well knOllll te you aa to•• 

I am bopin1 that you will attend the Con'Yention ill 
Detroit and that you will brine wt th you a strong deleg:.ition 
which will back Dr. Goldstein who seems to be the likliest 
candidate on the horison. He ie in In York which is a great 
athantage tor the poet ot the president ot the ZOA requiru 
alaost day by day attendnnce at headquarter■• Anyone outside 
ot Rew York elected to the office rlll only be a tigllrehead 
and the actual control will still remain tn the banda. or Lipeky, 
Margulies and that crowd. 

11th all good wishes to you and Hortense 1n wbiah 
Vir1inia joins me, I reaain 

Very cordia~ 7ours, 

AHSaBlt 



r . lihu D. Stone 
80 Federal Str et 
Boston, are. 

!.y dear Stones 

Thank ~ou so much for your kind lotter 
or Juno 24 . ! am in full agreement ith you about 
Dr. Goldstein's candidacy for the Pre:.:iidency or the 
ZOA. Dr. Goldstein spoke to me in New York nnd he 
has since written to me. I told him th t I would 
back hie for the o f 4 ce . I believe him to be 
eminently qualified and his rei:;.:dency in Ne\"1 York 
uh ,re national he dquarters a e akes him, nmong 
other r~ sons, the logical can idate or the office. 
The Clevel_nd Zioni~ Society of hich Tam pr~sid nt 
is ending n 1 rge dolo ation to D troit which will 
wor' for Dr. Goldstein ' s electiJn . 

Because o tie post ~hioh I occupy as 
chaimnn of the United Palestine Appeal, I reel t~at I 
ought not to take sidee with one or another ~andidate 
publicly. I have the afore refrained from making -ny 
public statement . But you can tell your friends 
priv, tely that I am for Goldstein as I am telling 
my friends who inquire. 

With all good ishes and hoping to see you 
in Detroit next week, I remain 

Very cordiall y yours, 

AHSsBK 



June 28, 1958 

Mr. Eliezer Kaplan 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
P. O. Box 92 
Jerusalem, Paleetine 

Dear Friends 

I did not reply to the letter which you m-ote to ma 
eome months ago principally because I had very little to write 
to you, and you and I are too busy ju~t to enrrage in correspondence 
for it~ own sake. 

I 

Inasmuch as I have no completed t,ue irst half • ear as 
chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, I thought that perhaps 
I should tell you how the campaign is getting alon~ in the United 
States. You undoubtedl~' receive th9 financial reports of the 
Campaign from th .ecutive Director, r. Montor, regularly. I 
have been fairl3 well satisfied with the progress of the campaign 
this )ear in spite of the v ry severe economic de~ression which 
has existed in this country ev r since the slump lnst Fall. The 
campaigns in the various cities in the country which have already 
been held indicate a substantial increase over last year ' s giving. 
Some campaigns in the principal cities are still to be helrl e rly in 
the Fall this year. But on the basis of campaigns already , eld, 
we shall probably do twenty-five percent better th n laet year. 
in dollare and cents, it till prob~bly mean an incre se of a 
halt million dollars . 

The reports of disturbed conditions in Palestine which 
have been reaching us in this country all through the year and 
the knowledge that immigration in Palestine has been sharply 
curtail ed, have not been helpful factors in the campaign, as ~ou 
ma · well imagine . rr it were not for the fact that in many 
communities it is part ot a Je sh \'1elf;·re Fund set-up and that 
at the beginning or the yeRr I ~igned nn agreement :1th the Joint 
Distribution Committee whereby in Welfnre fund communities the funds 
raised for overseas relief are to be divided. on a sixty-forty basis 
as between the Joint Distribution Committee and the United Pale~tine 
Appeal, our income this year •ould have been considerably leas . 

I am very much concerned about the multipl city or fund-
raising efforts for Paleetine and on behalf of Zionist upe and 
parties which are being carried on in the United t tes outside of 
the United Palestine Appeal. This is having a demoralizing effect 
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which will, sooner or later, reflect itself adversely not only 
upon the United Palestine Appeal but upon all fund-raising efforts 
in behalf of Palestine. Our co~unities 1n the United States are 
being harassed by these independent drives which not only r gi::enti2e 
our money-raisin efforts but which are greatly dictasteful to our 
communitieo which rel that one major fund-r 4 sing effort for 
Pale~tine a year, instead of o ~ear-round eeries of "echnorring" 
efforts should be aur.ficient . 

You .mow, of course of the trend in American Jew sh 
community life to unify all fund-raisin activities or n t~onal 
and intern "'ionul c uses into one wel re fund -unpaign a :i,;ear. 
Tho failure of Zionist and Paleritininn e.genci s to fall in th 
thie trend is causing considerable friction and r sentm nt. 
It seema to me thtt you, in Palestine, can do much more in the 
way of unifyi~g our fund-raisinr. acitivites t~ n e, in this 
country. 

re had hoped that Dr. ieizmann ,ould come to the United 
t~tes in June. I PPQB~ th t the vicn 8onf rence has m3.de 

th t impo c1ble. If he can cofue in the all, preferably fter 
the High Holy Dye, he would give great timulation to our ork. I am 
very anxious that he should come. 

I run to eeo Mrs. Felix • arburg next week w1 th r f erence 
to the eotablishment of a 1nrbu~g Colony 1n Palestine. If she will 
give her consent, I will undert ke, this summer, to raise a half 
million dollars among a smnll group of tho riend~ end admirers of 
Mr. iarburg. Thia matter, however, is ntill in its initi l stnges. 

With all good wishes to you and to all my friends in the 
Agenc, and hoping that you will have 11 plensant s r, I remain 

·tost cordially your"", 

AHS1BK 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Babbil 

TOLEDO, OHIO 

June 29, 1938 

I just returned to the city from the Rtlbbinical Conference 
and found your letter on my desk. 

You will be interested to know that I was approached in 
Atlantic City by :Brickner and one or two others, and en 
attempt was made to pin me down to the support of Goldman, 
and also to get me to pledge the Toledo delegation in his 
behalf. Naturally, I refused to commit ei thar myself or 
the delegation. I have been hoping all along that you 
yourself might be persuaded to take the presidency. Frankly, 
I am no more entlnlsiastic about Goldstein than I am about 
Goldman. It strikes me that at a critical time like this, 
the movement needs far greater leadership than either one 
of them can give. You are the only one who can furnish 
that leadership. 

I can, of course, understand your hesitancy in assuming the 
terrific double burden of leading both the z.o . .A. and the 
U.P.A. But if you could see your way clear to doing it, I 
am convinced that the announcement of your candidacy would 
eliminate the other two without ~ difficulty. However, 
if you eliminate yourself, I will supPort Goldstein. I have 
not consulted with the other members of the delegation (there 

. are six of us) but I am inclined to thi:nk that they will go 
along with me. 

Please let me lalow when you are planning to be in Detroit and 
where you will stay, so that I can get in touch with you when I 
arrive. 

Hortense joins me in sending our love to Virginia and yourself. 

LIF-s As~ 
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'J I mo to Henry Mentor ;t om Bernard Stone 

ubject: Los Angel es, Calif . 

July 6, 1938 . 

I am writing this memorandum on the subject of Los Angeles separately , because of its 
importance and because of the questions which it raises . 

~- First , sone background information: -

The community has numerous Jewish charities; t he more important of which are included in 
the general Community Chest campaign held every FaJ.l . For a number of years the Jewish 
charities have taken much mo re out of the connnunity Chest than was contributed by Jewish 
donors, and as a consequence, the s ituation became very difficult ; not only for the 
general Jewish community, but especially so for national organizations and over seas funds -
inasmuch as any substant ial contributions given to the latter would provoke serious 
criticism from the non-Jewish members of the Community Ches t, as long as this s t a,te of 
affairs cont i nued. 

While matters have improved since t hen , we still face a situation where the local 
J ewish comrrrunity i s extremely sensitive to any possible criticism from the 
Community Chest . Any action which might be taken from the financing of Jewish 
charities w~tch are not members of the Chest, the supplying of supplementary funds 
for certain Jewish agencies in the Chest ; above all, contributions made by local 
Jews for out of town causes ; creates trouble . All these things make it necessary for 
the local felfar e Fund to watch its step very car efully. 

In t he year 1938, some $355,000 has been subscribed t o the Welfare Fund. In addi tion, 
between 200 ,000 and $300 goes for Jewish charities which are not members of the Ches t, 
to say nothing of t he money for Congregations , religious and educational organizations. 

Moreover, the growth of inter es t in defense work a gains t Nazism and Communism, which of 
course , is not confined to Jews , but is non- sectarian , has caused many Jews to transfer 
their inter ests f r om the specifically Jewish b activities to activities of a non­
sectarian characte ; and t his dis si p tion of energy has made it more difficult for 
woi•kers to be obtained for the specif ically J ewish work covered by the Welfare Fund . 

During the last Communi t y Chest campaign , the motion pic ture division adopted a quota. 
of 400, 000 of which it obtained only about one half. It adopted a quo t a of $200 , 000 
for the el f are Fund, which was fully obtained. The motion picture industry although 
it contributes lar ge sums to the Welfare Fund , obtains its money from the individuals who 
ar e on the pay-rolls of t he various ttudios, by me~ods which savor of coercion. This 
has one unsati sfactor y consequence , namely that the persons who make contributions larger 
than t hey otherwise would, under duress , feel little moral responsibility fo r paying their 
pl edges , especially so if they cease to be employed by the particular studio where t he 
contribution was obtained . As the larger contribut ions come from those who are con­
stantly changi ng employment from one studio to another , it becomes more dif ficul t, under 
t hese circums tances , to collect the pledges , than would otherwise be the case,. Thus , 
the excessive dependence upon the mot ion picture industry, which i s subject t o serve 
fluctuat ions of employment is not an al together heal t hy sign . Also, whil e the sum which 
this particular i ndust ry contribut es is relatively large , it is really on ya small 
proportion of i ts capacity for giving ; and since the persons concerned are relatively few 
in number, gr eat majority of Jews in Los Angeles who give l ess t han do ar e poin t ed to as 
a reason why they should not be asked to give more . 



. Within this framework, the elfare Fund has t o operate . Mr. Nathan, the execut ive 
secretary is an able man and a good f riend of the UPA, but his influence iB the 
politics of the situation is r a ther small . On the other hand, the treasurer of the 

: J ewish Community Council , of which the elfare Fund is a committee, is fr . Wcl.ter s. 
1Iilborn, who gives little money hi i self; does not work in the campaign ; but who Yields 
dispor i onut e influence an is anything but f r iendly. He is , however , ve r y as t ute. 

It is i t h t h is situation in mind , that in 1937 , after a great deal of }:;rard work, I was 
able to engineer a re solution a t a meeting of the contributors to the Welfare Fund, 
providing that in t he future 50% of t he ne t proceeds of each campa ign should be 
allotted t o the UPA and JDC . Yihether this can continue , remains to be seen; it depends 
on a number of things : -

1 . The strengthening of t he Zionist movement and t he friends of Palestine in this 
city. 

2 . The increase of prest i ge of the Zionis t gr oups in thi s city in the eyes of the 
neral community. This can only be qccomplished by propaganda work - some of 

i, of a personal and private nature. 

It would help very much i f I would be able to do a cer t ain amount of entertaining in rrry 
own home , commenc ing in the FaJ.l ; with t his ob jective in mind - particularly among the 
persons who are infl~ential in the general community. To do this , would require an addition 
to my budget , from $20 t o 25 per month. I recommend that this be done , and money be granted 
to me . I want to make it plain that I am ur ging this on you, no merely to expr ess my honest 
opinion , but I leave it to you to act on this suggestion if you wish. 

Ever since the adoption of the r esolution t hat 5of, of the money raised should go to the 
J DC and UPA, Mr . Hilborn has very quitely sou1:.,ht to undermine it by nibbling away at it , 
little by little . Some of the ways are speci £ically as follows: 

Instead of waiting for allocations to be made when the campa i gn is completed, 
he decides in advance, that a certain definite amount i s to be allocated -
t his year $290 , 000 . The urgument being t hat they m~st allow for a budget 
of $25, 000 for the Welfare Fund expenses and lo% allowance in addition for 
shrinkage, al though i t is quite cer t e.in that the shrinkage will be 5% or 
less. Last year , only $17,000 vras spent for expenses, instead of the 
25 , 000 allowed. Once allocated, there is little likelihood of the unpaid bal­

ance ever coming back for allocation again . so t he JDC and UPA loses out 
by this method . 

While I was away in Colorado , a mee ting of the Community Council took place , and Mr. 
Hi lborn unob trusively produced a resolution , which was carri ed, the effect of which is 
that alloca tions which are made on t he basis of collections , should not extend beyond 
July 1st. I n other words , any sum collected on the 1938 Welfare Fund campaign, up to 
July 1 , 1939 , is subject to the 50% rule, but any money collected after July 1 , goes 
back again to the committee on allocations, which means in practice Hilborn can do as 
he pleases wi t h the money. Thus a.gain, the UPA and JDC loses out. There are very few 
if any, on the committee who are likely to take up cudgels against Hilborn , ann practically 
none in the general council of the Executive would be willing to cross swords with him. 
It seems t o me t herefore , that sooner or later, the question must be taken up by the 
UPA and JDC jointly, insisting on a strict observance of the resolution, without any 
ni bbl ing. 



It would be a grea t mis take for me to do t his - the initiat ive should come from New York 
~- ... in order t hat I may· be able to pr eserve good rela tions with Hilborn and hi s supporter s , 

at least in appearance . 

I hope t his gives you a clear er picture of t he situation in Los Angeles , and of t he kind 
of work which I will have t o do in the future , if this pr ecarious situation is t o be 
changed for the be t t er. 
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OUR lifEEDY IRST , J •• iiISE SSERTS 

~abbi , B ck From Refugee id 
Parley, Says Work Abroad is 
Secondary to That Here 

The New Yor'-:. .!.imes 
Thursday , July 21 , 1938 . 

Rabbi Jonah B. ·.rise , nationru. hairman of the erican Joint Distribution 
ommi ee , declared on his return from Euro~e yesterday on t he ~olla.nd erica liner 

:;ieu~. sterd~. that is and other ,erican agencies working for the welfere and 
rel{ ef of distressed peoples abroad were II Americans first of all", and that if ever 
the needs at home overshadowed those abroad erica would receive first attention . 

11 It s ould have been said be ore , 11 Rabb i ilise declared . 

He attended as a private o~server the Evian conference for the a id of 
distressed minorit ies in .c.urope and he described the meetine as the first of its 
.ind ever to accomplish anything. 

raising the leadership of !.'.yron . Taylor , w .• o w s e cte ' c air man of the 
conference , Rabbi .. ise said the sentiment of the delegates was the.t Germany would 
be difficult to deal with i n eeking the sl · ghtest com.r.iromise in its drive a gains t 
Jews . 

The reso:iable ex:9ectation de ived from the confere ce cou d best e 
expressed in the hope that ot er n tions by div iding the but den of irru;iigration , would 
find the problera of salvaging the oppressed families of Ger:nany and ustria 11 uot 
appallin0

1 he dded . 

Referring to the _Je.rt played by ~ erican agencies in renderi:ig humani tn.rian 
aid abroad, Rabbi ,;ise said there rould be no attempt in the United States to seek 
a relaxation of immi gr ation reg11lations in behalf of Jews in Germany and ustria. 

11 fter all , 11 he said , 11 The people working for this movement are ericans , 
and their first interest here is for .erica and for e icans . If money being 
sent out of this count y i s injur· ous to the nation 1 s el.fare , then it •ront be 
sent . And if our concern for groups in foreign countries w:i.o need assistance 
in escaping oppression would interfere with he ping . ericans , then we couldn I t 
do it . 

11 s a matte of fact, the Joint Dis tribution ommittee r a ises more money 
for relief in the United States than for foreigh n.id , 11 

.... ,a.bbi ,7ise said he considered the conference of thirty nations at Ev' an 
11 hi storic11

• The outstending achievenent , he considered , was· t h e pl cing of the 
1ues tion of aid to op!)resc:,ed 1ainori tie on a 11 hum ni tar ian bas is11 , and he 
de termination to offer on behalf of gre t democratic governnents assistance in 
11 a problem rising out of the actions of totalitarian despo tism . 11 

11 The quali t y of the i!illTiiE ·at ion is far above any we have had e ~ erience 
with, 11 he added . 11 These people i::1 l!ermany and Austria are a high-grade people . 
~hey are not radicals . They represent the professions and the great constructive 
middle class . 

11 bout 130 , 000 have left Ger:ma...11y <>nQ there a re now in the two countries 
;:,bout 600 , 000 Je,1s alone , not to mention the uncounted thousands o other non­

ryans who have , in so~e respects fared even \7orse than the Jews . 11 
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ConfiG.ential 
Not for Fress Publication Jeri...salem, 25.7.1938 

~e; Security conditicns _in Falestine anG. 
~he Yishuv's [ sfence fo~c~g2 

Vile are aware that the events of the past few vJeeks in 
Palestine hdve aro1....sed keen anxiety throughout the Diaspora. The 
Terror an6. the stand or the Yishuv against reprisals have z iven 
rise to a crop of :talse anc:.. exa6gerated ruaiours 'Nhich have created 
alarm abroci.6. anci are seriously interfering vd th Zionist ·activities. 
Such rumours tena to be the more readil:',,· believed beca l..se the 
general pl.blic is not fa1,dliar ".vi th the si t 1.-.ation in I--alestine in 
all its aspects. There are t <Vo reasons £ or this st8.te 01 ai'r·airs. 
One is that the news agencies necessarily conr ine therr..selves to 
reports ol acts oi' violence, anC:.. the other that ruany f1iea.sures are 
taken which cannot be ;nade pL-.blic for political arni other reasons. 

e therefore consider it our 6uty to provide Zionist workers 
in the Diasi:,ora vvith a swnmary account ol security conditions and 
the Jewish 6.efence forces in Palestine, which will enable them to 
im:'orrn their ..::riends ano. co-workers ol' the tri...e facts. That a 
serious situation exists is not den Led; bLtt the Jews of the Diaspora 
must be urged to refrain f'rom takin ~ a panicKy view of it. Nor 
must the fact be ignored that the Yishuv during the past two years 
has achieved a very great deal in regard to defence and other vital 
matters. 

The inforri"iation contained in this letter is based on data 
furnished by the Political Department of the Jewish Agency and, 
in particular, on a talk by t~. ~ . Shertok at a private session 
of the Vaad Leurr:i in Jerusalem. Its contents may be imparted in 
confidence to trustworthy persons, but must not by any means be 
pt...blished in tl}_g __ press or elsewhere. 

The Arab Terror has been temporarily aggravated by the 
following Idctors , 1) The end. or the harvesting season in the 
Arab villag es an6 the idleness of the peasants at this time of 
the year, 2) a desire to impress the Partition Commission; 
3) certain chang es in the guerilla bands to which the Government 
forces have not yet adapted themselves. ·.1hen the troops began to 
function more intensively, the large bands (which can be more 
readily i'ought than small ones) split u_r: into small and. scattered 
gangs which roam in a.no. out 01' the villages, terrorise the peasants, 
and hide froffi troops and police with little trouble. On the other 
hand, there are fewer hired banciits in the gangs from across the 
border, which are now recruited chiefly in the Palestinian villages. 
The change is 6.ue partly to the financial difficulties in which 
the orgc:1.Disers of the Terror have become involved, and partly to 
the weariness 01 the Syrian Arabs~ who have political problems of 
their own to absorb them. 

Novr that the bands are split up and scattered, they are 
harder to cope with. '.!:'he troops find themselves engaged in a 
partisan struggle in a foreign country where they know neither the 
local conditions nor the lang~ages. The terrorists exercise 
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enormous press ure upon t he Ar db villages both by persuasion and 
violence. In the natl.re . of t he case, small -0an<is of loca l peasants 
can q_Llic kly f i nd shelter i n t heir own villages when cianger threatens. 

In the attempt to suppress the gangs, quick action is required 
on the part of small c..e tachments whose 111ovements are not knovm in 
acivance. The methods of t he militar y are not, however , reaG.ily 
adaptable to this sort oi i i ghting . Nor is the police f orce able 
to operate with the requi s ite s peed because as a r ule the men are 
stationea at f ixed points anG there are many Arabs in its ranks. 

The suppr ession oi t he Terror depends f irst and f oremost on 
political f actors ; in other words, on t he general policy of the 
authorities. :But in t he day-to-day conflicts with the gangs, in 
which at times t he Gover nment f orces take the offensive, the Jewish 
police have an increasing share. 'l'he conti --i_uous assaults to which 
the J·ewish settlements have been subjected f or t ~rn years have 
been repulsed without exce ption , and only rarely have the bandits 
been able to attack them at close r ange. The credit f or this is 
due in the rr,ain to the Jewish ghaff irs ( supernumerary constaoles). 
They cannot, however, prevent attacks on the roads, shooting of 
individual Jews, or bomb-throVI i ng in the cities, since s uch things 
could occur even i f every Jevv i n Pa lest ine went armed. But, 
because there have been f r equent incidents of the sort Quring the 
past few weeks, it does not f ollow that the Yishuv is helpless. 
The fact is t hat the organised Yishuv is opposed · to ac ts of re­
taliation ~ wh i ch only increas e the t2nsion) and believes that the 
J-ev1ish strength should. be concentra ted on repulsing attacks t.y the 
gang s and i n assisting t he a uthorities to suppress them. 

Qrganisation of Jewish Del'e11ce . 

Af ter protracted political n egotiations and r epea ted demands, 
the right oi ' the J ews to uef 'end their lives and property has been 
of ficially recognised, anc:i. the Jewish claim to an active share in 
the suppression o::i:' the Terror is also being conceded . Apart :from 
736 Jews in the regt...lar police f orce, 6 5 895 ,Jews have been enrolled 
:for the def ence of the Yishuv , __ The Al!ID.ber .Qf_ctfles at~..Qli.:: 
posal of· the spe_pial_.J2ol_:i,_Q_~-~-1-~~ 

How are the J ewish f orces organised, anci what are their 
f unctions? 

a) There are 5 2055 Jewish supernumerary constables (ghaffirs) 
in the Jewish settlements. In the beginning they were not per­
mitted to operate beyond the conf ines of the villages where they 
were posted. Th is accounts f or t he large number of cases of arson 
and the extensive damage to Jevvish agricultural property in 1936. 
After insistent representations, the J ewish ghaff irs were gradually 
granted more f reedom of action. At first they were allowed to 
guard the fields as well as the villages themselves; then they were 
given leave to accompany the workers wherever the services of the 
latter were required; and now they oper ate in entire districts. 
As a result they are often able to vmrd off attacks and to avert 
damage to property in large area s. 

The f i gur e of 5,055 s upern1.illleraries g iven above includes 241 
corporals i n char ge of squads in the Jewish settlements and 60 
sergeants responsible r'or zones. All the s er geants and most of the 
corporals wer8 trained by British off icers at the milita.ry ca'11ps of 
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Haifa) Sarafend and Nathanya, where they also received special 
instr~ction in methods of defence and attack in hilly country and 
plains. 

All the corporals ana sergeants and 334 Grade A ghaffirs are 
on full-time G.u.ty and. receive a monthly wage frorr, the Government. 
Grade A, B) C; and D ghaffirs to the nJ1Tiber of 4)420 for m a reserve 
force whose v1eapons are kept in the localities '"1here they live. In 
this connection) also, there has been a decidec. irr,provement. At 
rirst the reserves coulo. be sc-..rnmoned only after the consent of the 
J ri tish su:r,erior ofr'icer had been obtained~ bat the matter now rests 
entirely with the sergeants, so that the rnen can be mobilised far 
more rapic..ly. They are called to serve for a day or tvv0 at a time, 
anJ. receive a 6.aily wage . In case of impenC:..in.§. c.ane:er or actual 
attack~ the corporals are authorised. to ~obilise all the reserves 
in their settlements . 

b) 100 men are organised in 10 contingeQ.'t,.§ , which are not 
stationed at fixed posts, bLt patrol certain areas. They make 
their rounds in motor lorries (foL..r of· which are armo ... Lred). Each 
contin6ent is led by a sergeant. The contingents not only patrol 
the fields, but also lie in v,ai t i'or the gangs. They are a very 
important ractor in the defence, since the gangs never know when 
or where they will appear. Some examples of their activities will 
be of interest. One oi.' the patrols encountered a gang of 30 or 40 
in the 1 ields of' Sarid (Emek Jezreel). Though t he patrol numbered 
only 10 men) the gang was rot....ted and lost t wo of its r,1en:bers. In 
retreating the Arabs left behind them rags dipped in paraffin (for 
setting fire to the crops)~ ammuniti)n, etc. Four bands were sur­
prised within a short time of each other by the patrols which guard 
the oil pipe-line in Emek J0zreel and suffered heavy casualties. 
•- hen Kf ar Hit tin (Lower Galilee) was at tacked~ the defenders s ig­
nalled for help with rockets. A contingent patrolling the vicinity 
hurried to the rescue in a lorry. The bandits were repulsed~ suf­
fering a number of casualties. In the recent attack on Givath Ada 
the arrival of a patrolling contingent in response to an SOS by 
rockets ena·oled the clef enders to hold at bay the assailants, 
numbering some 200~ until f~rther assistance arriveu. Occasionally 
the contingents assist the troops and police in s ... trrounding gangs, 
searching for arms in i 1.rab villa6 es, etc. 

c) 100 men are organised. in contingent~_i.9-_c!ssist the troops. 
They serve under the command. of 3r i tish o:i::'licers in certain areas 
in the Horth. At t irnes they operate in purely Arab areas. Since 
they were organised not a single niiht has passed without engage­
ments with the gangs, in which casL,al ties are alway s inf licted on 
the latter. In one of these engagements the contingent was far 
outntunbered by the bandits, but repulsed them, killing a number and 
pursuing the survivors as far as the Arab villag e of Kawkab-al-Hava 
in Lower Galilee. 

d) 900 men~ all volunteers ,, have been enrolled as special 
police in Jerusalem. Every night 150 are on duty in various parts 
of the city. ~"i.li'les are distributed when they report for duty at 
special stations for Jewish ghaffirs, in charge oi Jewish corporals 
of the supernumerary constabulary. Fifty men were mobi lised re­
cently ior volunteer service in Tel Aviv, anc. 120 in Haifa. 

e) 250 armecl._ prive1.te policemen are empl oyed by institutions, 
settlements and corporations (Falestine ~lectric Corporation, 
Palestine Potash) Ltd.). 
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f) 250 ghaffirs guarC:.. the barbed. wire 1ence now L,nder con­
struction in Upper Galilee. The troop is eq~ipped with 310 ~ii'les, 
the surplus weapons being intended for t....se by the labourers in 
case of' need. Very valuable experience is thus being gained by 
Jewish police in the 6.angerOLLS northern area where Jews must learn 
to hold. their own. Strict discipline is enf'orced on the troop, 
and. the men must always be ready for instant action. These Jewish 
border police have won the respect of the Arabs and of the author­
ities, both civil and. military. 

g) 255 men were organised a few vrneks ag9 to guaru the railway 
line between Lyde.a · and Haifa. The corps, which is composed ex-
clt....s i vely of J ff, ,rs, serves unuer three Dri tish officers and sixteen 
Jewish sergeants ano. corporals. Some of these men are c...etailed to 
guard railvvay stations (a contingent of 24 men is posted at the 
station of Kakun 1 an Arab villag e which has attained consiaerable 
notoriety during the 6.isturbances)~ and squads of seven are billeted 
in concrete block houses on 24-hour d~ty . Their task is to protect 
the railvray bridges which had. been blown up so frequently. There 
are some purely Arab areas along the Lyci.ua-Haifa line, bc..t these~ 
too, are policed by the Jewish contingents. 

From this brief Silllli11ary it will be seen that it is not f'air 
to acc-...:.se the J-e-,Jish authorities in Palestine or' passivity in the 
fac e of the Arab Terror because they are opposed to reprisals and. 
urge self-restraint upon the Yishuv. Legal Jewish defence forces 
are now operating in all parts of tte country. ThoL,sands of Jews 
are defend.in6 the Yishuv at all po in.ts, and so;ne are helping the 
authorities in their efforts to s1.,,p Jress the gangs. 'fhe Government 
is being constantly pressed to ad.opt more effective measu.res for 
the defence of the Yishuv and. to allow it a larger share in com­
batting the terrorists. voth the nrabs and the a~thorities are 
beginning to realise that the Jewish forces are -wanted not for 
assailing in6.ividual Arabs, but for systematic conflicts Vil th the 
enemy. The British and the Arabs have also been much impressed by 
the ability of the Yishuv to maintain its economic structure in­
tact and even to make progress in various fields . 'The founding of 
Hanita, thou6h it meant setting up one more target for the terror­
ists~ has mad.Pa strong impression on the enemy's camp becat.....se it 
pr<wes t.hat tne Jews refuse to be intimidated. by violence. Acts 
of violence lose their value in the eyes of their min perpetrators 
when they have the reverse of the effect intend.ed, for the Jews 
have shown themselves und.aunted and unafraid. As i1.r. Shertok said 
in his address before the Vaad. Leumi recently) 11 Ii" we can 
strengthen the Yishuv by immigration ano. avoid hysteria even when 
our martyrs lie dead before us, so that no one can think that we 
are giving way to despair, and if we can demonstr ate our ability 
to keep our :foothold while maintaining inner discipline, we shall 
be in a posit ion to make more and more demands upon the Government. 
\Je must hold fast to our determination to stand firm) and not to 
yield to violence. If we succeed in this, the present difficult 
period will pass all the sooner." 

JJ✓t~~ 
KErtEN KAYEI\~TH--HEAD OFF ICE 

Yo~rs sincerely, 

KEREE" HA.Y"ZSOD HEAD Ci'FICE 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St. &t. Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

August 16, 1938 

I send you herewith, for your personal information, a 
copy of the statement submitted by the American Joint 
Distribution Committee to the Intergovernmental Con­
ference for Refugees at the sessions in Evian, in July, 
1938. This statement is signed by Dr. Jonah B. Wise, as 
Vice-Chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee, and 
was presented by him personally to a sub-conmittee of 
the Conference. I am sure you will find it of interest. 

I feel we were very fortunate in having our good friend 
Jonah Wise present at the Evian Conference. As you 
lmow, this Conference was limited to a discussion of the 
German-Austrian refugee problem. Hence no reference is 
contained in the statement to the general and rehabili­
tative work of the Joint Distribution Committee in 
Poland, Roumania and other countries of Eastern and 
Central Europe. 

PB:RVH 
Encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Paul Baerwald 
Chairman 

THIS ORGANIZATION IS SUPPORTED SOLELY BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
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AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE ON REFUGEES 

Evian, July, 1938. 

Introductocy 

THE AMERIC.All JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE is profoundly grateful to 
those who initiated and are talcing part in the Intergovernmental Conference 
at Evian for Refugees from Germany, including Austria. Founded in 1914, 
immediately following the outbrealc of the world war, our organisation has 
ever since been engaged in the service of the distressed and persecuted. Its 
energies and the vary considerable funds contributed to it, have during this 
period of 24 years been devoted to many programs of assistance all over the 
world in frequent collaboration with other important bodies, Christian and 
Jewish, and a substantial part of its resources have been given toward amelio­
ration of the plight of non-Jewish as well as Jewish sufferers. During the 
past 5 years, in addition to its efforts on behalf of many needy Jewish Com­
munities, our orge..nisation has collaborated closely with all other outstanding 
bodies engaged in work for the Jews of Germany. 

While there follows a brief review of this work as well as a statement of 
cer~ain proposals, it is also to be noted that by virtue of our close collabora­
tion with almost all the other private organisations, we are to be associated 
in a general sense with the suggestions contained in the momoranda of these 
other bodies. Thus, although we did not sign the memorandum submitted to the 
Conference by the Council for German Jewry and certain other organisations, we 
do not dissociate ourselves from this memorandum. 

Since its inception, the J.D.C. (as our organisation is usually 
designated), has expended for its multifarious activities in Europe and over­
seas a total of over $90,000,000. Except during the years of the world war 
and its aftermath of revolutions and widespread continued violence, when large 
scale relief work was essential, the activities of the organisation hav-e been 
mainly directed toward a social and economic adaptation of the Jewish masses 
of Central and Eastern Europe to the new political, geographic and economic 
conditions confronting these millions of Jews. Our aim a.nd hope has been to 
help these people to become a socially and economically useful part of the 
population of these co-.mtries. We therefore express the earnest hope that the 
Governments assembled here at this Conference will endeavor by their influ­
ence to discourage any discrimination by law or otherwise against the Jewish 
population in any of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, or any 
forced emigration of this population. 

In 1933, when the National Socialist Party came to power in Germany, the 
European headquarters of the J.D.C. were in Berlin, and this enabled the or­
ganization to take immediate steps toward the organisation of the Jewish Com­
munities of Germany, so as to cope with their sudden tragedy. Immediately a 
vast and centralized program was set in motion, comprising emigration services, 
train~ng fer emigration, cultural and educational work, and the provision of 
necessary relief to the destitute. Since then the special English organisa­
tions on behalf of German Jewry - first the Central British Fund and then the 
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Council for German Jewry - came into bei:;g and we have worked in continuous 
close contact with these bodies, as well as with the Jewish Colonisation 
Association and n:any other organisations in this field of endeavour. 

Economic aid, emigration, training and re-training, welfare and general 
education - in fact all the needs confronting German Jewry - were the same 
problems upon which the J.D.C. had been working for many years. In the situa­
tion createi by the National Socialist regime, however, spscial stress was laid 
upon emigration and the pre]?aration for it, by training and re--training. 

Emigration 

The greater part of our contributions for German Jewry in the last 5 
years, has gone intc emigratio~ assictance and preparation for emigration. 
About 40,000 persons have been assisted to emigrate, of whom 16,000 went to 
Palestine and about 24,000 to overseas countries. Ten thousand additional 
persons emigrated from the refugee countries. At the sa.n,e ti~e about 75,000 
German Jews have emigrated without any assistance from the organisations, and 
about 16,000 have besn repatriated. With the steadily increasing pauperization 
of the German Jews and with the appalling new conditio~s facing the Jews of 
Austria, a much larger proportion of the emigrants will in the future need 
assistance. 

Training and Re-training 

About 40 training centers have been established in Germany and about 24 
such centers have been established in co·,mtries neighbouring Germany, with the 
consent of their Governments. In these ~arious institutions over 18,000 
persons have since 1933 received pre~aration for a new means of livelihood, 
generally some fonn of agricultural fUrs~it or artisa.nship. 

Education 

A system of Jewish schools was rapidly created to provide education for 
the thousands of Jewish ch:ldren prevented from attending the German schools. 
A special 9th school year was added for training in crafts and tuition in 
foreign languages. 

Economic Aid 

For assisting Jews dsprived of their businesses and occupations, credit 
institutions have been established, whicll give loa.r..s without interest, or at 
low rates to enable them to tide over thair time of acute distress. 

Welfare work 

By subventions to the social and welfare institutions, they have been 
enabled to maintain their standards, an when necessary, to enlarge their 
activities. 

Altogether the Centrai Germa.n Jewi~h body has since 1933 expended about 
13,000,000 Ma~ks for the work above iescribed. Of this, the J.D.C. contributed 
$2,153,000, or virtually half tho total. 

It ia to be noted also that the contributions of the Jewish Communities of 
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Germany and the means which the emigrants and trainees themselves furnished, 
would bring the total expenses on behalf of these services to 35,000,000 or 
40,0CO,OOO Marks. Unfcrtunately for the future of this so greatly needed work, 
the growing impoverishment of German Jewry and the relative existing poverty of 
Austrian Jewry will make it impossible to find similar amounts through these 
private sources in the coming years, and the non-German organisations, especial­
ly the J.D.C., will be called upon for heavily increased contributions. 

Capital Transfers by Emigrants 

Closely bound up with this financial problem is the question of transfer 
from Germany. A special arrangement has been made, whereby the parents or 
other relatives of young people studying at schools, universities and train­
ing centers outside of Germar..y, are permitted to pay Mark amounts in Germany, 
while the equivalent in foreign countries is paid by outside Jewish organisa­
tions to the students. Since 1935, when this so-called additional clearing 
system was established, about 15,000 transmissions of this kind have been 
made to an amount of almost $600,000. 

These totally insufficient facilities encourage the belief that the 
German Government may be willing to cooperate in the furtherance of Jewish 
emigration by permitting the emigrants to take out a really useful proportion 
of their capital. We hope that the Conference will initiate negotiations in 
this direction. 

Refugees in European Countries 

The J.D.C. has devoted special attention to aid for the refugees in the 
various European countries outside of Germany. At the outset of the flight 
from Germany, the Jewish Communities of these countries collected local funds 
and maintained the refugees as long as they were able. Such funds, however, 
were soon exhausted or proved insufficient for the needs, The J.D.C. therefore 
now supports almost all the refugee corrmittees, except the cormnittees in England 
with which we are in close collaboration, but which do not need our financial 
help. 

Estimates of the number of refugees in the European countries range from 
35,000 to 50,000. Unfortunately a large proportion of these refugees must be 
somehow permanently supported. We have done everything possible in conjunction 
with the local committees to enable these refugees to adapt themselves to the 
economic possibilities of their country of refuge, In most such countries, 
however, a great number of refugees have no permanent residence permits and no 
permits to work in industry or as artisans, or to establish themselves in 
business. 

Absorption of the Refugees in the I,uropean Countries of Refuge 
• 

We endorse the reco~mendations and proposals of the Liaison Committee 
to the League of Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Coming from Germany, 
of which we are a member organisation. In addition, we wish to stress the 
following: Where refugees do not receive regular permanent residence per­
mits and are not permitted to earn their living, the Jewish Communities and 
the private organisations are forced to expend huge sums for mere relief 
purposes without any constructive results, and these funds are thus lost for 
the essential task of emigrating Jews from Germany. Thus in France we have 



had to speni for such puryoses since 1933, ${25,000 (over Frs. 12,000,000), 
in Holland $385,000, in Czechoslovakia $55,000, and in all the EuroP.ean 
c01mtries togethe:..·, over $1,500,000. Of these f'unds, a :i;;art has been used 
for training, re-training, the placing of academic a.~d ?rofessional people 
and other forms of constructive economic adaptation, but a large part has been 
spent to maintain refugees in forced idleness often for a number of years. 
The Jewish orgsnications would certainly be able to raise larger sums from 
their contrib4tors and tr.ue to give increased substa.."ltial funds for the 
perma."lent establ~shment of these refugees, if they could be assured that the 
~ecessary conditions for such establishment were beir..g put into effect. We 
therefore express the earnest hope that the Conference will use its influence 
in this direction upon the Governments here re~resented. 

Emigration from :Re~.g:ee Countries 

It is obvious tho.t rr:t.ny of those i::: tihe Euro:pea."l countries of refuge 
are ari...z:ious to emigrate overceas, either because they ho.va found it impossible 
to establish themselves~~ such countries, or be~ause it wa3 always their 
inte~tion to go oyeroeas when possible. Since 1933 over 8,500 refugees have 
been aided to emigrate ~=om Euro?ean cou...tries to overseas countries, of whom 
4,425 wen~ to Paleetine. In n~ditlon, 5,000 have ~oved from one European 
country to ar_ot~er, e~ther because of expulsion, or b6cause of better possi­
bilities elsewhere, a."ld about 3,800 have been repatriated to their country 
of origin. Fo!' tl:ese ~-arious fornm of emigration which has been conducted by 
the Hicem organisation, the J.D.C. contributed almost i4oO,OOO. 

Temporary Asylum for New Retugees 

We are grateful ~o those countries which have so far admitted refugees, 
and especial) y for t:ie facilities tht.'t llt..ve been granted by them to enable 
young people to receive various forms of education and training. We can 
assure the various Governments who have 01:tended such ~ossibilities, that we 
wish to do everyt~L"'lg within our power to find emigration opportunities for 
those students a.nd trainees. 

We u.rge the Conference to use its influence to the end that provisional 
asylum rights be given to those whose life and liberty are in danger, unless 
they find a tern:;,orary heve~ in so~e European country. While we ~repose that 
re:t'ugees who ere at present in the countrles of Europe should. be enabled to 
be absorbed in these countries, we realize that this cannot be made possible 
for all newcomers and we, along with the other orga.~isations, are willing to 
give the broadest possible guaranty that we would find eventual emigration 
outlets for those newcoC1ers needilJG a tei:.porary ref'Uge to protect their lives 
and their freedom. 

Group 3ettlement 

The J.D.C. and other affiliated or cooperatir~ organisations, such as the 
Agrojoint and the Refugee Economic Cor:poration of New Yor~, are in close con­
tact with and Lave great i~terest in agricultural and group settlement 
projects. Besiae~ being interested in Palestine, w~ich is offering opportuni­
ties fer large sottlemen~s, they are cons~antly explori_-ig other possibilities 
in the light of their pact e::r:periences in settlement work, eopecially in 
Russia. Yet such projects cannot be of more than secondary help in the present 
situation. In view of their great costliness, they cannot be suddenly made 
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available :for large masses, and can never take the place of free individual 
emigration. We are not in agreement, ~herefore, with some exaggerated state­
ments a.nd publicity claiming that the refugee problem can be solved by one 
massive Jewish settlement in some empty country. Nevertheless, starting on a 
small scale and gradually growing, such settlements can be a very valuable 
addition to general individual emigration. 

Austria 

The already most difficult refugee problem was intensely aggravated by 
the annexation of Austria to Germany in llarch, 1938. Although time has been 
too short and political conditions too disorderly for the work to have been 
organised and planned as in Germany, the first steps toward such organisation 
have been taken since then by the J.D.C. in cooperation with other Jewish 
bodies. fhe terrible sudden pressure against Jews in Austria and the appalling 
need amongst them ' made relief work a necessity. Twelve thousand people are be­
ing fed daily in soup kitchens hastily set up with the help of our organisation. 
Funds have also been provided for the inception of training and emigration 
work. Within this short period, the J.D.C. has given over $80,000 to Austria, 
mostly to Vienna, where 93t of the 175,000 Austrian Jews are resident. 

Since the an..~exation, from 5,000 to 6,000 refugees have managed to leave 
Austria, many of them for overseas, others to increase the number of refugees 
in European countries. The 3,500 Burgenland Jews have met an especially tragic 
fate. We warmly appreciate the friendliness of Yugoslavia in giving temporary 
shelter to 43 of these Burgenla.1'ld Jews who were driven over her borders without 
any mea..."'l.s and without any identity papers. Sixty-two other Burgenland Jews, 
driven out in the same way, are being kept on a Greek barge on the Hungarian 
side of the Danube. We are also most gra~eful to the Belgian Government, which 
upon the guaranty of our and other Jewish organisations, has given temporary 
shelter to 300 Austrian Jewish refugees, who had been brought illegally, against 
their ovm will, h€lpless and destitute over its border. As above stated, we 
appeg,]. to the Conference that this magnanimous Belgian example be followed by 
other Countries. 

To afford a brief summary statement of our work, we attach a table of 
our financial expenditures since 1933 on behalf of German and Austrian Jewry. 
As this statement indicates, we have in this period expended $4,600,000 of 
which $2,200,000 was for aid inside Germany and emigration from Germany, 
$1,500,000 for assistance in the European refugee countries, and $900,000 in 
the countries of overseas immigration. 

We wish to reiterate our gratitude to the Nations here assembled. We 
tender the wholehearted and complete cooperation of our organisation. We 
express the hope that with the united effort and collaboration of men of 
good will of all faitbs and cre8ds, and with the helpful interest of the 
Governments here represented, this Conference will achieve success in solving 
the problems before it. 

Jonah B. Wise 
Vice-Chairman 

American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, New York. 

P. T. O. 



1UCRICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ITS EXPENDITURES ON ~~TIALF OF 

GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN REFUGEES 

1933 - July 1938 

1. .A.ctivi ties for all work inside Germany a.nd 
for emigration from Germany............................................ $ 2,200,000 $ 2,200,000 

2. Activities European countries outside Germany: 

Austria ........................................ ........................................... . 83,000 
Belgium ................................................................................... . $ 43,000 
Czechoslovakia ..................................................................... . $ 55,000 
Denmark ............................................. ...................................... . $ 4,000 
Danzig ...... ............................................................................... . $ 16,000 
England .................................................................................. . $ 4,300 
Esthonia ................................................................................. . $ 2,000 
France ..................................................................................... . $ 425,000 
Holland ................................................................................... . $ 385,000 
Italy ....................................................................................... . $ 25,000 
Latvia .................................................................................... . $ 100 
Lithuania ............................................................................... . $ 400 
Poland ..................................................................................... . $ 49,000 
Portugal ................................................................................ . $ 2,300 
Roumania ................................................................................. . $ 375 
Russia ................................................................................... . $ 15,000 
Saar ......................................................................................... . $ 2,000 
Spain ...................................................................................... . $ 7,000 
Switzerland ........................................................................... . $ 21,000 
Yugoslavia ............................................................................. . $ 5,000 

$ 1,143,475 

3. Hicem emigration ................................................................. . $ 385,000 

4. Palestine ............................... ............................................... . $ 76,000 

5. Argentina ............................................................................ .. . $ 21,000 
Brazil .................................................................................... . $ 75,000 
Uruguay .................................................................................. . $ 1 000 

$ 97,000 

6. Various South American countries ................................. . $ 50,000 

7. Activities in U.S.A .......................................................... . i 736,000 

8. Various unclassified ......................................................... . $ 97,000 

Grand total ........................................... . 

$ 1,143,475 

$ 385,000 

$ 76,000 

$ 97,000 

$ 50,000 

$ 736,000 

$ 97,000 

$4,784,475 

The herein mentioned total expenditures somewhat exceed the figure 
mentioned in the memorandum due to several additional expenditures 
made since. 



MINUTES OF MEETING OF Z. O.A. EXECUTIVE HELD ON MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 4 P.u. 
AT TEE ?FFICE OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF ArERIC.i\, 111 FIFTH ~-VE• N. Y.C. 

PRESENT! Robert Szold (in the Chair), Dr.Stephen S.\1ise, Dr. Lud:Nig Lewisohn, 
Charles A. Cowen, Abra.ban: Goldberg, Meyer Levy, Ba.bbi Irving Miller, 

_ Charles Ress, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Eleazer Lipsey; Dr. Jacob s. 
Golub, Israel Ma.ltin, Samuel :Blitz. 

Excuaes for non-attendance were received from Judge Henry Ellenbogen, Pi ttsburgb. 

COL1Ml.JNICATION FROM I' R. GOLDMAN: 

Mr, Szold raa.d the follor.ring cablegram receivedf ro m Dr, Solorr.on Goldman, dated 
Jerusalem, .August 23rd: 

11 ZIOFI STS t1E1'1YORK 
"WILEY }i"MERICAN CONSUL VIENNA GREAT FRIEND OUR PEOPLE RESIGNING 

VERY IMPORTANT HIS SUCCESSOR BE LIKJ:i:11!$E FRIEND 1,7ITH UNDERST.ANDilTG 
PROBLEM REFUGEES. PLEASE ATTffiD AT ONCE." 

Mr, Szold said he lia.d asked Dr. Wise to look into the matter and that whatever 
could be done is being dona. 

Dr .Vlise sa.id he had taken the matter up i7ith tl1? State Department. 

COMI1VNICATION FROM ZIONIST EXECUTIVE, J]lRUS.ALIM: 

The Chairman ra z:.d the follo·-ving co.blegram r3ceivedf r e,rr t ~1e Executive a.t Jerus­
:3.lem: 

"ZIONISTS NEWYORK 
"POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS MAY NECESSt TATE CONVENI NG MIDT7IlJirER 

S:IORTNOTICE ZIONCONGRESS PRECEDED HASS SHEKEL DRIVE ELECTIONS 
VIEl::r SHORTNESS TIME IlTAUGUR.1TION SHEKEL DRIVE MIDDLE SEPTEMBER 
ESSENTIAL INFORH PARTIES CONSTI TUTF. SHEKEL:SOARD .APPOINT RE­
SPO:'.ITS IBLE EXECUTI "IE OFFICER UTILISE FESTIVAL SK'\.SON PROPAGANDA 
DISPATCHED 500,000 SHF.l{OLIH C01'1FIRM" 

Decided to l3a.vo this r.ott3r to Mr, Ilurguli3s. 

SECURITY AND DEFENSE FUNDS: 

Mr. Szold reported t!ut at the last r.neating of the Executive the principal item 
of discussion , 21. a the sending .ut c f an oipp.s-1 to t:1e Zionist rr.er.1bership for the 
Security 21nd IBfensa Funds. At t:.nt time, the mo.jori ty voted inf a.vor of sending 
a letter \-:hich,as to be subsequently d r.::i.fted .J.nd which ·.rras to b e signed by five 
different merr.bJrs of the Executive, the letter to go to '3ach o.f the 20,000 wembera 
of the org:miz:::i.tion, Although .:. letter ·,t D-S dr.:i.fted by Mr. Lipsl:y, itras decided 
to hold the whc le r;u.tter in.i)eyn.nca until the retu:tn of Dr. Gol&::-.in.n. 

Mr. Szold thenrolled c1ttention to the follo ::ing telegr.:i.m received by :1ic on 
Augu.st 23rd from Dr. H. D. Rosenberg of ]rovmsville: 

11 Special r,:eeting ]rormsville Zionis&s held tocb,y considered :i.larming 
o.nd distressing reports fror:1 Pr.las tine concernir.g political - nd econ­
onic situ :i.ti •:ms stop, Distressed ,md n.,::~.zed ::i.t inactivity of lk'.arioa.n 
Zionist le~dership md l~ck of centr~liz~tion in raising of e=ergency 
fund responsibility for which appo.rently left ~intiraly to ns s."ispo.pers 
stop. Urge irr.rr:edi~te convening Adr.:inistr~tive Corx.ittee in special 
session. 11 
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Explaining the situation, Mr. Szold pointed out that the U.P • .A., vvith the consent 
of the Jerusalem Executive,has been conducting a cSL1pa.ign for the raising of money 
for the imergency Fund. The Va.ad l3i ta.chon has in a cp.iet way been trying to raise 
money for the Ha.ga.nah for rra.ny n:onths. It has raised over $30,000. Mr. Szold 
expressed the opinion that the Va.ad Bitachon has not ta.ken tbat money fro'fi; ~ 
campaign. The money has mostly come frorr. individuals who otherwise have given 
their money to the campaign, or v~uld not give at all. Most of the money has been 
raised in Chicago. At a. recent rr.aetii'lg of the various Parties called by the Va.ad 
:Sita.chon it was suggested that the Parties proceed tor aise sowe ooney during the 
sumrr.er for the same purpose,. However, it wss rr.ade clear that there should be no 
interference with the U.P.A. At that time rnr. Montor said that the Morning Jour-
nal will start a. campaign for the Err.ergency Fund. The question of whether it 
should be an Emergency Fund or a. Va.ad Bita.chon we.a thrashed out at the last r.1eet­
ing of the Exeou ti \9, and it was dee ided to s end an appeal to the ::0, 000 merr,bers 
of the Zionist Organization for the V~d l3itachon. It was specifically decided 
tha.t security and defense should be ~entioned in the letter. 

Mr.Szold then read the letter drafted by Mr. Lipsl-cybefore sailing, 

Mr, Szold then stated his reasons ford eclining to sign the letter·. Judge Rothen­
berg, without consultation vvith Mr.Szold, also declined to sign. 

Mr. Cowen stated that Y: hen he was in lv.1._1.Ssachusetts, at tha tiEe of the la.st r.:eeting 
of the Executive, he f ~und a feelinb of 1reat confusion. They raised $4,000 fer 
the Va.ad Bita.chon, but they were at a loss to whor.: to send the n:oney, 

Mr •. Ab .Goldberg ex:i;,ressed the thought that pending the return oft he President and 
Secretary of the z. O.A. the watter of sending out the letter a:ppealing on behalf 
of Security and Defense Funds to the 30t000 merr~ers of tr-e Z~O • .A. be held in abey­
ance, until the next rr:eeting of the Executive at wl1ich they wc.uld report on the 
Palestine situation. Mr.Goldberg added that he was n::uch concerned with the t ele­
gram which Mr.Szold received f ror:i Dr.R?senberg of Brcwmsville, w·hich stresses the 
point that the z.o.1i.. as such bas taken no action in connection vith what is hap­
pening in Palestine, nor issued any public stater.:ent. 

Mr. Goldbe.1:g called attention tot he fact that at the last rr:eeting of the Executive 
Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn and hir:iself were mr:.ed to draw up & statement which is to be 
released to the pr.ass. The statement was prepared. Mr.Goldberg felt that sor,e 
action should be taken forthwith. 

Furthercore, Mr .Goldberg called attention to the lac~ of c entralizaticn in the 
raising of funds - referred to in Dr.Rosenberg's telegra.17. -- w·:1ic~ is left en ... 
tirely to the ne~spapers. There is the Morning Journal campaign wr.ich is f or the 
Err:e rgency Fund, and there are other c am:i;n .igns in other newspapers, 

Dr.Silver stated tr.at there are at least three er..ergency cami:,aigns goin5 on ~t t:1.e 
present tiF..e: thee mergency c ar;;paign in the Morning Journal; the other in Thelay 
for tl1e Paa.le Zion; the third, the Va.ad Bitachon campaign, He further stated tbat 
the campaign in the Morning Journal originated on the part of an effort of Mr. 
Gellrr.a.n of the Mizrachi to reach the Orthodox Jews of New York City, especially 
in connection with the High Holidays in the Synagogues. It was thought t::1a.t the 
Morning Journal would be the best vehicle to reach the Ort:1.odox Je·ys in New York 
City. Dr. Silvers aid he expressly urged t:1at the teru 11 ewergency11 be not used in 
this effort, e. s he was under the impression that perr.aps a real large-sea.le arr.er­
gency campaign for Palestine would be needed in 1939 on a. na tiona.l scope. He i:,oint­
ed out that the oampa.ign in the Morning Jourml was su;pposed to be sort of a com­
plimentary effort to the 1939 u.P.A. Car:ipaign in New York City. 
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A few days later, the Gewerkeha.ften Ca7Dpa.i;:n people launched an e ir.er5ency cam:pa.ign 
in The Da;y. The U.P.A. had never been apprised of it. Tha fund was to ca for de­
fense :pur:posas in P.:1,lestina. Sirr:ultanaously, Dr .Rosoff ha.s beens endins tela5rruns 
throu5hout the country to Zionist Districts, a.skin[: them to orr,anize a.ctivitias for 
the V a.J.d Bita.chon. All this has resulted in chaos. 

Mr. Meyer said he had received a, c•Jnfidentio.l comnunic!1.tion and n linstey report 
fr~r!'. Dr.R-:,soff, Subsequently, Q. 01eting ,-..as C:llled w:1ich w"'-s .::.ttendsd by Dr. 
Rosoff s.nd a.1:r.•ut $1100 wa.s raised for the Vaad Bitachon frc-rr. a.m-:n;:· the 100 people 
present. 

Mr.Blitz pcinted out that Dr,Rosoff'1 s addresa being 111 Fifth Avenue makes the 
situ~ti~n even more confusins, 

Mr. Szold said t::mt lllr.R,; cksr and himself a.re the two Treasurers of t ha VE'.a,d Bi tar­
chon. When Elie1.er Ka.plan wa.s here over a year 9. go, he insisted that s. ccmr:1i ttee 
bs organized for @gr.na.h purpc,sea. Referring tc.. the development of t~'"is Fund, 
Mr. Szold added that ha has a,lwo.ye ta.ken the position tx..t tha Ve.ad Bi ta.chon should 
not int9rfere with tha regular ,U.l'.A. camP.:3,ignil: th:ct it should be s(rr.ething extra.; 
-3,nd that, in general, cnly people who do net giva tc the regular campaigns be ap,,, 
proached. And it was fer that reason that he lent his name to it. Dr. Epstein 
in C~icago has raised $15,000 and per~p• more, frcm pe~pla whoffi he a.eaures us he 
c:uld not gat five cent a frnm forth• oamp.::iign. Mr. Szold pers')oolly has get ten 
mcnsy from people tbe~t ha cculd not get m~ney from for the U,P.A. The V~ad :Sita.­
chon Committee now consist• of Dr. Mayer L.Ro1of'f, Cha.irr.csn; Louis Lipsky ,Robert 
Szold, Louie P.Rocker, I. Hamlin• cmd others. 

Referring to the rnattar of the d,gciaion to send individuo.l letters t c the 30,000 
members cf the Z.0.A., Mr.Sz c;. ld ate.tad tmt since ha raga.rd.ed the Ve.:i.d Bita.chon 
a.as supplementary proposition fer~ selected group of contributor,, such a c~urae 
would be ina.dviaa. ble. 

Mr. Raes, recalling th.'1.t the rr.··· tion W:',8 ad:>pted by a cl&a.r rre..jcri ty vcte et the 
previous r:;eeting ~f the Executive, stressed the rea.scne which e.ctu.e.ted tna rrajor­
ity in favor of sanding the letter tot::ie entire Z,0.A. merr:bersl'lip. Mr.Ressaddsd 
tru-.t ha Vl/0.S e.nd is very much in favor of the letter ;;: :. ing to all the oembars. If 
wa are in eJ.rn3et !?.br:ut get tins r.:-.::ney, t:ian it is a bit a.bsurd to write tc tho 
District Cnairm3n. We 0ui;ht to do t be thing riP;:ht or not do it a. t ::1.ll. If the 
action ware to interfere with the U.P.A., it w,:uld b3 clearly wrcng, but El. latter 
addrassad for a spacific am~rgancy purposa, stressing defense to cur cwn rnemberahip 
would not interfere with the U.P.A. Mr.Ress pers: nally did not t hl.nk this would 
in any way interfere with the U.P.A. 

Mr.Ress stated, however, t:.1£~t :iia 
Dr.G::;ldrr.a.n or Mr, Lipsky return. 
pone t'.ha acti-:n wr.d.ch was takan, 
thould 'ba, laid on the tabla. 

was net ihsiatan t upon action be inst a.kan 'b afore 
Wli.At 11 new being discussed is ai ther to pcst­

•Jr to reconsider it. Mr.Ress felt th.1.t the matter 

?lf.r.G:·, ld.berg proposed th:.t in view of tha r ef'uaa.l by Mr, Szold and Judge Rothenberg 
to siGn the letter, tl1e rr.:::.tter 'be postpcned until Dr. Goldlr.m u.nd Mr. Lipsky c:me 
back frcm 3, ".:read. 

Rabbi Silver referred t c the Le.bor group compaii;n in The Da.Y and its rsacti0n to 
tha U . P .A. P!1iladelpl"'J.il is now prapo.ring for 1 ts Welfe..re ll\lnd Car;ipn.i r;n which 
includea the U .P.A. and which op,ms on 0ct-:)'ber 23rd. Wa have ood difficulty in 
Phib.delphia. The city ms not done what it ahould. Th& Gawertac:..c.ften people 
went in and arr2.ng$d fer a. ~--• rnseting thi1 week to raise ID:~ney for t'.:le dafanaa 

a· 
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fund; they have sent in a spea.kar o.nd hswa o.rrangad f or a. c ity-wida conferar.ce. 
The s~e t1::ing is likely tc, h,..,,p:pan in c:1ic2.r;,.., vm.ich is 1.lso phnnin,::: its c'.ll':l.P:--ir,n 
f ,:-,r the tJ .P,.A. I# t!13re is · n0 r.c.jor canpaif;n in c, c 'r.rnni ty wo slruld do nc th­
ing t0 :1.?lticipate anst~er ar.,all3r campo.ign, 

M.r.C·:-wen th--ught tr.at thaZ,O.A. Executive :.u:'!.ht tc r:Y1.ka it perfectly cle~r to Dr, 
R) soff tx.t -ur people ara en his Cocrnitta~ ~lso, t~~~t we insist on being infcrmed 
and ~n checking ,.lp on av9rything thi;,t 5-: as on. The r;;~: ra.l respcmsibility is ~rs. 
The Executive shoi..ild have 'been inf r- rtr.3d on averythi:ng trat is going on. 

lV.ir. Sz.: ld p".' inted :-,u.t th:\ t .: ne r 2n.s :n why ha ccns.anted tc c.0rve ::.:n t:le V J.':l.d Bi te.ch~n 
Cc"I:.:":ittae ~s ·ne :-f th,3 Trec:l.s1.1r,:. rs, wit'!'l Mr. Lipsky D.hd Mr.Rocker, we.s tc g ive s~me 
stn.nding to this H.:1,ga.n:i.h Ccr.imittGe :.nd to put D,11 -".\ ther R:~gana...11 C ornn,i ttees out of 
busineu. 

Dr. Wise v:iced deep I".egret ~t tr.a c ·.urse taken by tr..e Peale Zion, whicl: ll7 way cf 
excuse for ita utter n..."?l-:participation in the raising of funds f 0r tr.a U.P.A., 
a.tones f -'.)r tr.at by r.:i.ising funds for still an-:-,ther fund tba.n the U.P .A., al though 
it recaives 3, very ;-.,.-:i,ndsarne a.lLw.:mce frc-r.i the U.P.A. Dr.Wisef'elt that the Poa.le 
Zien ou.gtt tc 'be repr ::ived for its conduct. 

Bs.bb i Silver eta tad th:i.t th.a Po:-..le Zion said tr...ay will definitely disccntinue their 
oamp:J.ign by the 10th cf' Septer::ber. If the V<JAd Bitn,chcn will c coper-i.te likewise 
2-nd ca.rry on its quiat work under the <1.uspices cf the Zionist Orgc.nizatbn, with 
tha fri~ndly cooperaticn of tha Zionist Organizntion, thJN co.n 'b a no c;,bjecti~n to 
it. 

The Cl:a.irrno.n cz.llad for decisi .::ns on tha r:a.ttert d.iscusHd. 

1. It Vi')..S decided net to send out the latter tc t::1e 3'.),000 
members of the z.o • .A., n.ppe,::ilins on'bab.D.1£ of the Security 
and Defense Funds -- tbat the rretter ba poatp0nadu.ntil the 
naxt ~a~ting cf tha ExaOlltiva (1cheduled for Sapterr.ber 14th) 
when Dr. Gcldr:l.:m, Mr, Lipsq -:md Mr. M1rguli.;i s will :i.c.ve re tu.rne d 
and rep-:rts will b a presianted. 

2. Tha.t the liqu.id..'ltir;n cf th~ VJ.,.1d :Bitachon is not desired ct 
this ti!!le. 

3. Tmt ~1e Vaad Eitnchon be askod to disc0ntinue all public or 
seci-pu.blic or nati ·•.n-wide "3.Ctiv1 ties such e. s it 2'7.£1.s undertcken 
in tee last fevv v.eeks • and tl1,;1.t it be.come a.gain what 1t VJ::>.s in­
tended tc be, .:i.nd. tr.dlt the Zi ,:.nist Orgo.nize.ti0n 1~ a kept informed 
on the Va.l.ld Bi tti.chon. 

4. Tha,t the quietue 'be plo.ced on all: amergenoy fund campaign• from 
now on. 

5. Tha.t Dr. Rcsenbarg11 tel.:,grac (of :Br-:,wnsville) bs submitted to 
t:1e neat rieating of tha Exeoutive; that ceanwhile the tewpora.ry 
presiding officer is requested to write a reply to Dr.Rosenberg. 

z.o,.A. STATEEI: NT: 

It was agraad t~»t the st::.,tament drafted by Dr. Lawisohn 
and Mr. Gcldborg should gc ,~ut in t:ie name of tl::e entire 
E.xecut ive to the Z icnist Diatricts, 
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FIRST MEETING OF ADMINISTRATIVE COl.'lMITTEE: 

It W.'.l.S decided t:1D.t t1:a ~te cf tl:c first r :,eting cf the 
.AdJ.:--.inistrt.1.tive Cor.:-.r.:J.ttes ".; e s3t :, t the ceating cf the 
Ex:ecutive tc ~ e ::eld on Se1Jter.,'ber l4tr... 

Meeting ndj-~urhed at 5:40 P.1/I. 

Res~ectfully succitted, 



•-Campaign not yet held J.N.ALYSIS GI!' Wl,1M.u}a'l1I:C.S OF:b'ItJIALLY AE'FILIAl':E.D WITH 
COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS ... (as of Sc.i:Jt. 8th, 1938) 

~ , 

., Amt. due 
, · COMMUNITY Actual Ratio Ratio Amount UPA (indic- Total .Amt. Total lum . -.Amount 

of Ov~rsea~ :Between Awarded to ated by plus Raised by for Received 
Allotments As JDC-UP.A. UPA by sign) or JDC Cbmmuni t)" Overseas by 
Between UPA-JDC fixed by W'elfa- e (indicated by (Deie indic- {JDC an~ • UPA in ~ in 
(asper JDC- UPA Welfare Fund minus sign) ates la.test UP.A) '37 '37 
agreement Fund on JDC-UP .A. reEort 

.ALAl3AM.A. UP.A, -- JDC UPA JDC agreement UP.A JDC 

•Birmingham 4o~ 60~ $4,ooo. 46 54 
,. 

Montgomery 40 60 $1,500. 1,500. 

Selma 4o 60 4o 60 800. $4,300. $2,000. 533. 4o 60 

CALIFORNIA 

Fresno 4o 60 400. 300. 

Long Beach 4o 60 40 60 1,200. 8,274. 3,000. 1,000. 50 50 
(.A.d.d 11 $500 may be allocated) 

Los Angeles 4o 60 4o 60 61,000. (T) 353,000(7/26) 41,600. 4o 60 

Oakland 4o 60 32,645. 3,500. 40 60 

Riverside 4o 60 4o 60 200. 1,000. 500. 150. 

Sacramento 40 60 1,200. 6,000.(5/31) g37. 40 60 

San Diego 4o 60 l,SOO. 14,500. (6/30) 1,500. 

San Francisco 4o 60 29 Tl 60,000. +$24,ooo · 345 ,ooo. (5/28) 210,000 50,000. 29 71 

Stockton 40 60 4,400.(5/28) 1,200. 

·y'.• 
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COMMUNITY Actual Ratio Ratio Amount Amt. due Total Amt. Total Sum Amount 

of Overseas Between Awarded to UFA (indic- raised by for Received 
Allotments As JDC-UFA UFA by ated by plus Community Overseas hy 
Between UFA-JDC fixed by Welfare sign) or JDC (Date indic- (JDC and UFA in '1, in 
(as per JDC-UPA Welfare Fund (indicated by ates latest UFA) '37 '37 

DELAU.RE ~reement Fund minus sign) report 
UFA JDC UFA JDC on JDC-UPA 

*Wilmington ~ bO agreement $2,700.(T) 'OPA -i]2Q 

FLORIDA 
' 

Jacksonville 4o 60 50 50 $2,500. -$ 500. $11,000. $5,000. 1,100. 50 50 
GEORGIA 

Atlanta 40 60 40 60 11,600. 68,530. 29,000. 11,600. 40 6o 

ILLINOIS 

Joliet 4o 60 700. 650. 46 ~ 

Peoria 40 60 40 60 2,000. 12,000. 5,000. 1,600. 40 60 

Rockford 40 60 1,300 1,347. 

IND!. 

Fort Wayne 4o 60 40 60 5,600. 20,000. 14,000. 5,600. 4o 60 

·Indianapolis 4o 60 40 60 14,000. 73,000. 35,000. 11,170. 36 64 

South Bend 40 60 4o 60 2,000. 14,200.(3/1) 5,000. 2,200. 39 61 
JNF- -250. 

IOWA 

Deg Moines 4o 60 40 60 5,000. -- 36,078 12,500. 5,000. 38 62 

Sioux City 40 60 40 60 2 ,BOO. ( T) 10,000. 7,000. 2,100. 



-
Actual Ratio - J ·-

COMMUNITY of Overs;ias Ratio Amount Amt.due fota.l ~t. Total Sum Amount 
Allc.,tment3 A3 Bet·1e3n A·.n--:.-d"3d to UPA (indic- r~isod by for Received 
Between UPA-JDC JDC-UFA T.J?A by ated by plus co.;u;:u.ni ty Overseas by 
(as per JDC--U?A fixed by Welfare sign) or JDC (Date indic- (JDC and UPA in % in 
~reement i7elfaioe Fund (indicated by at3'1 latest UPA) '37 37 

KANSAS Fund minus sign) report 
UPA JDC UPA JDC on JDC-UPA UPA JDC 
4o bO -- -- $1,550. 37½ 62½ Wichita 8£:ree:nent $1,200. 

KENTUCKY 

*Louisville 4o 60 12,053. 38 62 

LOUISIANA. 

Ner Orleans 40 60 40 60 11,550. $ 6o,o94. $2i,875 10,520. 40 60 

MICHIGAN 

Detroit 40 60 4o 60 60,000. 390,868. 150,000. 60,000. 4o 60 

*Flint 40 60 1,700. 49 51 

MINNESOTA 

Duluth 4o 60 4o 60 5,340. (T) 19,000(6/17) 13,350. 3,600. 45 55 

Minneapolis 4o 6o 40 60 11,650. 71,000. 29,125. 11,000. 42 58 
plus $650(conditional) 

St. Paul 40 60 40 60 5,400. 42,000. 16,000. 5,200. 40 60 
MISSOURI 

Kansas City 40 60 4o 60 15,324.80 139,397 38.312 12,348 41 59 

St~ Louis 40 60 40 60 38,000. 223,974 95,000. 38,000. 40 60 

lrnBB.ASKA 

Lincoln .4o 60 l:.o c() l,~00. 8 , 000 . ( 7 / 7) 4,000. 1,300. 4o 60 

Omaha --4o 60 42 58 4,000. -$200. 49,458. 9,500. 3,600. 45. 5~ 



Actual Ratio Ratio - 4 -
COMMUNITY of Overseas Between .An!our.t ~4.r.l t. due 'J'o+,ecl Amt. Total Sum Amount 

Allotro3nt;,; As JDC--U?A L,1,..rl6i to UPA (indic- r c:.dsGd by for Received 
:Between UPa-JDC fixed b.f U?A by ated by plus Community Overseas by 
(asper JDC--UPA \/elf are i/elfare sign) or JDC (Date indic- (JDC and UFA in 'I, in 
~reement Fund Fund (indicated by ates latest UPA) '37 '37 

NEW JERSEY UPA JDC UPA JDC minus sign) reEort UPA JDC 
on JDC-UPA 
agreement 

Newark 40 6o 50 50 $24,ooo(T) -$4800. $103 ,465(7 /5) $48,000.(T) $21,000. 50 50 

Trenton 40 60 40.l 59.9 4,500. -$ 14. 26,320. 11,215. 2,000. 4o 60 

NEW YORK 

Buffalo 40 60 4o 60 12,766(T) 41,000. 12,928.9o(T) -

Niagara Falls 4o 60 800. 5,000. 600. 46 54 

:""Rochester 4o 60 12,500. 

*Schenectady 40 60 2,500(a/c) 50 50 

Syracuse 40 60 4o 60 7,4oo(T) 37,4oo. l8,500(T) 6,4oo. 

*Troy 40 60 1,280. 4o 6o 

l'ORTH CAROLil~A 

*Asheville 4o 60 500 33-1/3UPA 

60 
66-2/3JDC 

*Winston-Salem 40 667 4o 60 

~ --. .... 

Akron 4o 60 4o 6o 5,04o. 34,000. 12,600. 4,200. 40. 60. 

Canton 40 60 40 60 3,600. 25,000. 9,000. 3,200. 40 60 

* Cincinnati 40 60 35,000. 4o 60 

Cleveland 4o 6o 40 So 70,000. 340,000.(7.5) 175,000. 58,000. 4c tJ 



·- 5 -· Az:it. due 
COMMUNITY Actua l Rati v :aa tio l.nio1.u1·., U?A (indic- Tutal Amt. Total Sum Amount 

of 0ve"S 3l'l,s Be t ,-reen Aw'l.rd.P.ci to ated by plus rm.sod by for Received 
Allotc,e::i.t3 A:.. JDC-UPA U?A cy sign) or JDC Community Overseas hy 
Between UFA-JDC fixed by Welfare (indicated by (Date indic- (JDC and UP.A in '!, in 
(as Eer JDC-UFA) Welfare Fund minus sign) ates l9test UFA) '37 '37 

CHIO (con 1t) Fund on JDC-UFA reEort 
UPA JDC UFA JDC ~reement UFA JDC 

Columbus 40 60 4o 60 $12,000. $30,000. $11,000. 40 60 

*Dayton 40 60 5,775. 

*iDoledo 4o 6o ll,500(T) -

*Youngsto,vn 40 60 8,000. 

Portland 1 0re. 40 60 40 oO 13 .~2. 3l(T) $ 62,693. 33,230.(T) 10,000. 42 58 

PElffiSYL VANIA 

*.Altoona 4o 60 2,000. 4o 60 

Erie 40 60 4o 60 2,000. $12,200 $ 5,000. 

Harrisburg 40 60 4o 60 3,800. 42,000. 9,500. 2,000. 40 60 
JNF-$385.50 

Pittsburgh 40 60 40 60 40,000. 225,189(6/~) 100,000. 40,000. 4:0 60 

Reading 40 60 4o 60 3,600. (T) 12,000(8/12) 9,000. (T) 2,600. 40 60 

Scranton 40 60 4o 60 6,000. 20,800. 15,000. 4,800. 4o 60 

*Wilkes-Barre 4o 6o 2,4oo. 40 60 

York 4o 60 4o 60 2,4oo. 6,000. 6,000. 1,500. 40 60 
TENNESSEE 
*Chattannooga 4o 60 1,200 

*Memphis 4o 60 6,000 (T) 3,600. 

Nashville 4o 60 40 60 5,000. 23,000(7/20) 12,500. 3,900. 40 60 



.,. 

.. 6 -· 
C0MMUlHTY Actual Rc:1,ti0 Rac~o A..1ou.1. t .t1J1J1i. ci.u.e i'otal Ar.it. Total Sum Amount 

of Ove:,-s ~e s Bet"'e"ri A- : <:-i•c, '311. to UPA (inrUc- raised by for Received 
Allotr:-,ent3 ,L JDC-l"I- .. w:~ o~ ated by plm, Corxnunity Overseas by 
Between UI-A-JlJ(, fixed by ·;✓elf are sign) or JDC (Dateindic- (JDC and UFA in '!, in 
(asper JDC-UFA) Welfare Fund (indicated by ates latest UFA) '37 '37 

Fund minus sgn) re12ort 
on JDC-U?A 

TEXAS UPA JDC UPA JDC agreeoent UFA JDC --
Dallas 4o 60 4o 60 $6,800. $17,000. $6,800. 40 6o 

Fort i'lorth 4o 60 2,6oo. $13,000. 2,600. 4o 60 

Houston 4o 6o 4o 6o 11,130. 53,116. 27,825. 10,080. 4o 60 

San Antonio 4o 60 36-1/3 63-2/3 4,000. _. $400. 29,981.34 
(3/5) 

11,000. 3. 500. 35 65 

Tyler 4o 60 800. 1,000. 

Waco 40 60 40 60 1,853-33 7,300(5.17) 4,633.33 1,120. 4o 60 

UTAH 

Salt Lake City 4o 60 4o 60 3,000. 17,000. 7,500. 1,800. 42 58 
VIRGINIA 

Richmond 4o 6o 11,000. 54,000 6,500. 
WASHUlGTON 

Centralia.-
Chehalis 4o 60 40 60 210.00 525. 206. 4o 60 

Seattle 40 60 31½ 62½ 9,000.00 • $6oo. 56,000. 24,000. 6,000. 30 70 
Tacoma 4o 60 40 60 800. 4,ooo. 2,000. 600. 

$604,406.44 i$ iji§I.Jiieo $3,268,182.34 $1,091,190.33 $622,964.90 
(complete with +$19,486. (Inc.) (Inc.) 
exception of 

0a.:le..nd & St;;ckton, Cal.) 
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September 19, 1938. 

Judge Harry A. Hollzer 
United States District Court 
Federal Building 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Dear Judge Hollzer, 

Frequent reports that have come to me 
since my pleasant visit to Los Angeles earlier in the year have 
led me to believe that the urgent requirements of the United 
Palestine Appeal as of the Joint Distribution Committee would 
be met on a scale worthy of the conmunity and reflective of the 
increasing needs abroad. 

According to the report that is before 
me, there has been raised in subscriptions by the Los Angeles 
Jewish Commu.nity Council campaign the sum of $358,400. Neverthe­
less the amount set aside for the United Palestine Appeal and 
Joint Distribution Committee totals only $147,902, the a.mount to 
be allocated on a basis of 60'% to the Joint Distribution Committee 
and 40% to the United Palestine Appeal. 

In distributing the funds it raises, the 
Community Cowicil is of course within its rights to determine 
locally the manner in which participating a.gencies shall share. 
However I regard the Commmity Council as the representative not mere­
ly of Los Angeles but of the United Palestine Appeal and the 
obligations which it has assumed for Palestine. From Iey" observa-
tion of the generosity and the extent to which Los Angeles 
responded to the 1938 Welfare Fund drive, I am convinced. that 
this year's unusual success was attributable directly and solely 
to the strong claim that the Joint Distribution Committee and 
United Palestine Appeal made upon the i~ination of individual 
contributors. It is a source of the deepest regret therefore 
that these two agencies which were the basis for raising the 
unusually large sum, gained so little from the increased responsiv&­
ness of the community. 

A Welfare Fund ma.st gain in prestige and 
in effectiveness to the extent that its contributors feel that 
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their wishes are executed in the allocation of funds. 

I feel confident that if the urgent needs of the Joint 
Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal were placed before 
the community as a whole for an expression of opinion, not a minor but the 
major part of the funds raised this year would be set aside for these two 
a.gencies. 

It may be pointed out that the total sum raised cannot 
be allocated since allowance has been made for shrinkage but the item of 
nine percent indicated for this purpose is far in excess of the experience 
in this field of other Welfare Fund communities. Moreover the Welfare Fund 
drive has been charged with items which the United Palestine Appeal could 
not have contemplated when it entered the Welfare Fund drive on the under­
standing that 40% of the total amount made available for overseas purposes 
would be set aside for its needs. 

I hereby formally apply to the Los Angeles Jewish Community 
Council for a revision of the method and percentage of al.locations 
determined upon at your meeting of September 13th with a view to a 
substantial increase in the amount to be ma.de available to the United 
Palestine Appeal. Since the beginning of the year American Jewish leadership 
and the community as a whole has emphasized the responsibility resting 
upon .American Jewry to meet the situation in Central and Eastern Europe 
and to provide for the increased needs in Palestine. Neither the Joint 
Distribution Committee nor the United Palestine Appeal can possibly 
translate into action the sentiments thus expressed unless a city with 
the large Jewish population of Los Angeles assumes in greater measure 
the responsibility that rests upon all of us. 

I have always been and continue to be an advocate of 
the Welfare Fund idea because it lessens friction in the community and 
challenges every member of it to participate in a campaign for all major 
causes but the ability for the Welfare Fund to survive is dependent upon 
its satisfaction of the elementary needs of the major agencies which are 
at its foundation. Failure to meet such minimum obligations only 
encourages those elements of the comnnmity which do not appreciate the 
value of a unified campaign and which urge supp~ementary campaigns for 
various activities. 

I am confident that you and your associates, to several 
of whom I am sending a copy of this letter, appreciate that I am as deeply 
interested in the continued success of the Los Angeles Jewish Community 
Council as in the urgent requirements of the United Palestine Appeal and 
the Jewish community in Palestine. 

Confident that this request for a revision of allocations 
will be given utmost consideration, I am 

Very cordially yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 
National Chairman 



.. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

Honorary Chairmen 
CYRUS ADLER 

ALFRED M. COHEN 

HERBERT H. LEHMAN 

J ULIAN W. MACK 

NATHAN STRAUS 

H ENRIETTA SzoLD 

SAMUEL UNTERMYER 

N ational Chairman 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

N ational Co-Chairmen 
STEPHEN S. WISE 

Chairman, 
Executive Committee 

Lours LIPSKY 
Chairman, 
Administrative Committee 

SOLOMON GOLDMAN 

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

HAROLD JACOBI 

MORRIS ROTHENBERG 

Treasurer 
ARTHUR M. LAMPORT 

Associate Treasurers 
ABRAHAM L. UEBOVITZ 

LOUIS RIMSKY 

Vice-Chairmen 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER 

LEON GELLMAN 

MAURICE LEVIN 

WILLIAM M . LEWIS 

JOSEPH B. PERSKIE 

MICHAEL SCHAAP 

ELIHU D. STONE 

DAVID WERTHEIM 

<Jl,s qoat q,Oli 1938: $1/-,500,000 

PALE S T IN E F O U N DAT I ON FU ND ( KER E N H A Y E S O D ) 
fEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
EMERGENCY FUND (MIFAL BITZARON) 
OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
For the Settlement in Palestine of Jews of Germany, Poland, Rumania and Other Lands 

111 FIFTH AVE. CABLE ADDRESS-PALFUND NEW YORK CITY 

September 15, 1938 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Last night there was a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Zionist Organization of America which was 
unusually well attended. In addition to such New York members 
as Dr. Wise, Judge Rothenberg, Dr . Goldstein, Robert Szold, 
Mrs. Epstein and others there were Rabbi Israel of Baltimore , 
Rabbi Heller of Cincinnati, Rabbi Brickner of Cleveland, 
Elihu Stone of Boston, Harry Friedberg of Kansas City, David 
Bernstein of St . Louis and representatives from a number of 
other cities . 

Dr . Goldman briefly reviewed the political and 
economic and security situation affecting Palestine, and gave 
his impressions of his visit to the country. He was followed 
by Margulies who reported information he had received in Pal­
estine on the security situation. 

I was then called upon for a report on the Antwerp 
conference. I tried to convey the earnest hope of the Executive 
that America would intensify its fund-raising activities . As 
background I conveyed on the basis of discussions I have had 
with various members of the Executive and others what I gathered 
to be the serious economic situation in Palestine , the grave 
needs for increased security and the demands made upon the 
Executive for funds with which to meet the distress a.rising 
out of the disturbances . I pointed out that it was upon the 
Jewish Agency Executive,aside from the normal activities of 
the Keren Hayesod or the Keren Kayemeth,that the burden of 
responsibility rested in the eyes of the Yishub for help in 
maintaining the economic machinery and of strengthening 
defence measures . 

I pointed out that the agreements which the 
United Palestine Appeal had with the Joint Distribution Com­
mittee and the individual welfare funds prevented the large­
scale Emergency Fund action which the Executive might have 
expected from America; but thought that consideration might 
be given to the subject of introducing the emergency situa-
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tion in such a We¥ that the funds of the United Palestine 
Appeal might immediately be benefited, particularly through 
an intensification of the campaign activities that are to be 
put under way in the larger cities including Cincinnati and 
Chicago within the next few months. 

Several members of the Executive felt that an 
attempt should be made through agreement with the Joint 
Distribution Committee and through special appeals to the 
Welfare Funds to provide special sums, particularly for 
defence activities. 

But the consensus of opinion remains that the 
problem could not be tackled piecemeal but would have to be 
met with a complete understanding of the obligations involved 
in the agreements with the Joint Distribution Committee and 
Welfare Funds, and with an eye to the sentiment in the com­
munities. 

Dr. Wise felt that what was called for was an 
intensification of fund-raising which would have the complete 
support of all sections, particularly of the Zionist movement. 
He felt that the emergency was of such a character that other 
Zionist bodies, even though they have their own campaigns, 
ought in view of the circumstances to share in the respons­
ibility for raising special additional funds. He therefore 
proposed that the suggestion be conveyed to the United Pales­
tine Appeal that it meet with such other fund-raising groups 
as Radassah and Gewerkschaften so that the latter may be made 
to feel not a passive but an active burden for helping to 
raise new money for the Emergency Fund under a plan to be 
worked out. 

Dr. Wise also reported on a meeting held yester­
~ afternoon of the President's Advisory Committee on 
Refugees. _ It is believed possible that when Myron T~lor 
returns to America soon he will take the initiative in 
announcing a public appeal that m9¥ have as its objective a 
sum like $25,000,000 or $50,000,000. The President is merely 
waiting for the signal to give his own hearty public support 
to such a campaign. Necessarily this would affect the plans 
of both the Joint Distribution Committee and the United Pal­
estine Appeal for the coming year. Dr. Wise expressed the 
hope that the interests of Palestine would be adequately pro­
tected in such a fund-raising scheme, but also pointed out 
that there seemed to be a desire on the part of the Joint Dis­
tribution Committee leaders with the most sincere intentions 
in the world to see to it that the bulk of such money would 
accrue to the Joint Distribution Committee treasury. 

In view of the presence at the meeting of rep­
resentatives from other cities than New York I believe that 
the discussion was vecy helpful from the point of view of 
impressing upon Zionists their responsibility for proper 
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allocations to the United Palestine Appeal and for the 
protection of the United Palestine Appeal interests in 
each campaign city. 

Rabbi Heller reported an increasing sentiment 
in his section for enlarged allotments to the Joint Distri­
bution Committee. He, too, felt that a discussion of such 
matters as the emergency needs of the Jewish Agency and the 
enlarged demands upon the United Palestine Appeal should 
be held soon for the purpose of giving Zionist represent­
atives a line to follow. 

A resolution was adopted to recommend to the 
United Palestine Ap~eal with the cooperation of the Keren 
Hayesod, Keren Kayemeth, Hadassah and Gewerkschaften to 
devise a program which would make available larger funds 
for the needs of the Jewish Agency through the United Pal­
estine Appeal. 

Although considerable discussion was devoted to 
this subject there were other matters which required 
immediate attention affecting Zionist Organization problems 
so that it was not possible to get a wide expression of 
opinion as to the feasability of special action for the 
emergency in Welfare Fund cities; but I was interested to 
hear a comment of Judge Harry Fisher of Chicago who felt 
that an emergency campaign in his city would seriously 
affect the forthcoming campaign and would have an adverse 
influence on the relation of the United Palestine Appeal 
to the Welfare Fimd. 

If such a conference is to be held I think its 
effectiveness would certainly be increased if it were 
attended by others in addition to New Yorkers. 

EM:FE 

What is your view of the situation? 

Cordially yours, 

Henry Montor 
Executive Director 
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·J dear r . ontor: 

The Golden Book also is dertin d to give f ha ~c e~ 
during the yea_ . ~our letter r r.:: : .. Elic-h Fr:.edrnan is , 
I e afraid, the .f"rst of .,., .hole floe'• ,hich ·11 come to 

ou because, under t ,.., guise of Goleen Book inscri t:ons, 
sanct·oned ~ our agr e ent with t e JDC., the JNF s l unc. :ng 
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I wrote i ou r..hou"- the ~orni.n Journ· 1 
yer:c erda) .. I um eur r.=.ned to l urn ,, t the !: ,oun+ r ... ised 
,a~ actually uch s-aller tan ~he s~~11 amoun 
in the aper . I run ho~ing tat the a >cal in t~c 
will y·eld some cu· tanttal results . 
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-- MINUTES OF MEETING OF A™INISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF UNITED PALESTINE .APPEAL 

PRESENT: 

Wednesday, Septeraber 28, 1938 - 8 P.M. 
111 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

Mr. Louis Lipsky in the Chair; Leon Gellman, Leib Glantz, 
Dr. Solomon Goldman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Rabbi Max Kirshbltl1!1, 
Rabbi I.M. Kowalsky, Abraham Krumbein, Dr. Harris J. Levine, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Henry Montor , Charles Ress, Louis Rimsky, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Jacob Sincoff, 
Sigmund Thau, Morris Weinberg, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. 
Wise, 

:By Invitation: Sa.:nuel Blitz, Mendel Fisher, Morris Margulies, 
Dr. 1ieyer Rosoff, Alex Rothenberg, Sophie Udin. 

Excuses for absence: Received from George :Backer a.nd Elihu D. Stone. 
Minutes of Meeting of June 9, 1938: Adopted as circulated. 

FIN.A.~CIAL REPORT 

A report on the 1938 campaign of the United Palestine Appeal, 
from January 1 to September 28, 1938 was presented with explanations 
of income and expenditure by Mr. Montor. (Appendix A) 

In describing the amounts already paid as service charges to the 
Zionist parties, Mr. roontor stated that of the $9800 allotted to the Poale 
Z±on, the sum of $1100 is being turned back to the United Palestine Appeal 
as contributions by the Poale Zion members to tho United Palestine Appeal. 
That is in accordance with the decision at the last annual convention of the 
Poale Zion to raise money from among its members for the Jewish National 
Fund, the Keren Hayesod and Gewerkschaften. 

The special allocations include $10,000, on accoLmt of $25,000 due 
the .American Friends of the Hebrew University. This money is turned over to 
the American Friends but is remitted to Palestine through the Jewish Agency. 

The sum of $2,500 has been turned over to the President• s Advisory 
Committee for Political Refugees which includes Dr, Wise as one of its members. 
The Joint Distribution Committee has made a similar contribution, in fact a 
larger one, to this committee. Since the last meeting of the Administrative 
Committee it was felt by a number of the officers who had to deal with this 
matter as an emergency problem that the $2,500 should be turned over to 
establish the status of the United Palestine Appeal within the framework of 
the committee. 

Mr. Monter r0ported thnt a special earmarked gift of ~500. had been 
received by Dr. Wise personally the check being marked for transportation of 
refugees. Dr, Wise felt that this sum ~ight well go to the Jewish Agency 
to use for the transportation of a refugee, and he had forwarded that sum to 
the Jewish Agency with specific instructions as to its use. 

Mr. Montor pointed out that the financial r eport ho presented does not 
include campaigns which mey be in progress or thnt raay have been initiated 
within the past month on which we have no reports. Reports by the auditors 
are based on pledges formally received from cor:1munities. 
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Mr. Sincoff asked if the adrninistrative expenses did not seem a 
littl e too high for a nine-month period; he believed that last year the 
expenses were not as high al though the income was not so much less. 

Mr. Mont or replied by reading from a comparative report ( appendix E) 
which sl1.ows th.at insofar as expenses ar e concerned the national crunpaign 
for 1938 to date has cost $103,721.40. The expenses for the sam e period in 
1937 were $103,867.44 , The gross amount rn.is ed by the United Palestine Appeal 
in the country n..nd in Nev; York City i.nciuding the net income oi the Jewish 
National Fund, for tho period from J,1nunry l, 1938 to dnte is ~1.778 ,510.77. 
Tho amount pledted in 1937 a t tho end of the s~me period wD.s $1,523,408.42. 

Mr. Monter pointed out that at the beginning of the year the 
Administrot ive Cornmitt ee fixed on cxriense bud6 et of $147,692 . HtJ believed 
the expenses would r eMain within that budget. 

Dr. Silver said. tho.t he has been v:D.tching the budget v ory c:u-efully 
nnd hR.s had much corrcs)ondencc with Mr. l.fontcr about the nec ess ity of 
st'.'..ying v;ithin tho budget. Dr Silver sug{;estod tha,t in future tho financial 
report be accompanied by a cornparntive report of tho previous year. 

It was moved, soconded and co.rried to 
accept the report rendered b;r Mr. lfontor. 

ADDITIO:iLU, CAMPAIGNS FO:i:l. 1938 

Reporting on the r cmc.in ing crunpaigns for this yc~,r, .fr. Mont or stated 
thn.t tho bulk of tho campaigns mll'!1orically nnd in funds hns already been held. 
However, there arc u nu.ab or of i!:!porto.....-1.t campri.i6ns to be held during this 
month uad during the r e:.mining months of the year 11s well as a number of 
smr,llcr cn.rnpaigns. The1·e will probably be 200 to 300 narc snall cnmpaigns 
this ye1.r than lnst ov:ing to the fact that the comnuniti es wore reached 
through tho newly established r egionnl systen. 

The r:i-:i.jor ca."!lpaiens still to be hold during 1938 include Philadelphia, 
Pa., which has set a far larger goal thM in 1937; Chicago about which there 
hnd been doubt as to whether it would wrui.t to hold e, campaign for 1938 n.s 
it had one in December 1937 which continued into the spring of 1938; Cincinnnt i, 
Buffalo, Rochester, Troy, Schenectady, Dallas and a mmbcr of other large 
communities. 

Last year tho United Palestine Appeal realized from the campaigns 
held between tho period from September 20 to December 31, the sum of 
$390,000. We can count on at least a sinilo.r ~~ount :md probably substo.ntially 
more to ace.rue to us from the additional 1938 cf"\.r.lpn.ign·s. 

#ELF ARE FUNDS 

The i ;:1portant probleIJ not y et solved int he relation to Welfare Funds 
is that of r oceiv ing fro1:i the Welfar e Funds the percentacc of the totals to 
which we are entitled, Mr. Montor stated. An indication of the sentinent in 
sone com~unities is offered in Cincinnati. Mr. Oscar Ber3c.n, who represents 
our interests there ruld Dr. J~~es G. Heller have report ed that a ~rer.~ous 
drive is being nude in the city to reduce the percent:,.ge of the United 
Palestine Appeal in the Cincinnati allocations. We are fortunate in thnt, 
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in vi ew of the agreement with tl1e Joint Distribution Committee, regardless 
of t h e acti on locally taken, there will still be, as a result of the 1938 
cai,rpaign, a 60-40 division. But what is hap:pening there will have to be 
c on s ider ed in relation t o other campaignso As l;fr. Eer:na11 reports, there is 
a s entimen t in tl1.e co r:imunity , wh.ic;.1 is rerret +. ably jo i ned in by some who are 
not n on or ant i-Zionis·~ s, that the needs in Europe ar e of such emergency 
that they ov ershadow t tJ.0s13 i ::: Pu.=1.es tine. 

Referring to other pr l'::l l e!:ls which v;ould have t o be met in the coming 
y ear, particularly in r e lat i on t o 1/elfare Funds, i'lir. l,iontor spoke of the 
mu ltiplicity of competitive ctunpai~ns for Palestine. As an example, he 
r eferred to a telephone conversation he had had during the day with Mr. Isidor 
Sobeloff, director of the Detroit Welfare Fund who stated that a campaign 
for the Emergency Fund hn.d been initiated, and wnnted to know where the 
United Palestine Appeal stood in view of the fact that we are a member of 
the Welfare Fund n.nd had corn.~itted ourselves~o have no supplementary campaigns . 
Und.er the agreement ¥:i th the Welfare Funds, ~ir . Mont or explained , he had no 
other recourse than to tell Mr . SobePfm..~,t the United Palestine Appeal could 
not count ennnce a special Emergency Fund cnmpaign in Detroit. ·Mr. Sobeloff 
had been informed of the emergency drive by Mr. Lawrence Crohn, President 
of the Zionist District of Detroit . 

Dr. Silver inquired whether the national headqun.rters of the ZOA 
hn.d written to the Districts r eg:,,rding this matter. The nnswer was in the 
n egative Mr. Margulies believed, however, that it was the Pon.le Zion 
emergency fund to which the district was responding . 

Mr . Mont or sn.id that the quest ion ha.d been raised before; tha.t the 
director of the Springfield,Mass., Welfare Fund had called to say that 
the Zionist Region of New Eng land had launched an Emereency Fund campaign, 
nnd that Springfield was willing to have this campaign with the u.nderstn.nding 
that the mnount due the United Palestine Appeal would be held against 
~hatever would be raised for the Emergency Fund. 

Mr. Margulies reported that some of the Zionist Districts felt that 
they h~d been ignored been.use they had not been urged to have an Emergency 
Fund campaign . They had, accordingly, reacted spontaneously to whatever 
Emerg ency Fund was initiated. 

Mr . Lipsk'J said that what is involved in the probl em is the creation 
of a united front that would affect all issues relating to Palestine . 

NEW YORK CAMPAIGN AND 11NIGHT OF STARS 11 

Mr. Blitz reporting on the New York Cn.mpaign of the United Palestine 
Appeal and on 11 Night of Stars 11 , the principa l fn.11 net ivi ty, snid that there 
had already been obtained for the 11lHg:1.t of Stars Ycarbook 11 advertising to 
the amount of $47,000, which is $15,000 3.he~d of last year for the same 
period. Ther e is a ticket account outstanding of about ~42,000. It appears 
that the net profit will be about $60,000, which will be an incrEJase of 
about $10,000 over last year . 

Mr, Blitz also stated thnt the New York campaign has thus far had cash 
r ec e ipts $132,000 n.head of last yen:r for the srune period. The NeV': York UPA 
raisec ;;1.0 3U.::.l of $513,103.57 in 1937 while $543,961.31 was obtained in 
1938 - this not including the amount expected from 11 Night of Stars" and other 
sources . 
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RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT :BETWEEN KEREN HA.YESOD AND KEREN KAYDliETH 

Referring to the 1939 United Palestine Appeal, the Chairman pointed 
out that the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth are required to give each 
other notice of renewal of the agreement in principle. He suggested that such 
notice be made part of the record. He explained that if there are any 
changes in the relations between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth they must 
be made part of the new contract. Legally the United Palestine Appeal is a 
partnership corporation which renews its contract from year to yea:r and makes 
new terms if so desired, and establishes the United Palestine Appeal 
practically at the time when the United Palestine Appeal Conference is held. 
Therefore it is necessary that the Keren Kayemet~ and Keren Hayesod nntify 
one the other that the question of the renewal of the contract should be 
taken up at once. Whatever may be decided in the United Palestine Appeal 
or whatever may be decided by the contracting parties will have to be, 
canalized into this contract between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth. 
All conditions will have to be decided upon in advance of the contract being 
made. 

Dr. Wise asked if the agreement between the Keren Heyesod and Keren 
Kayemeth is not considered by the Jewish Agency. Mr. Lipsky explained that 
ench organization takes the matter up with Jerusalem. He believed that 
l1a,st year the Jewish Agency intervened in the matter of the Emergency Fund. 

Mr. Montor explained that it was the Jewish Agency for the Keren 
Hayesod and Mr. Ussishkin for the Jewish National Fund v;ho decided how the 
fund in America was to be divided. Mr. Lipsky stated that by an agreement 
between ourselves we left the matter of division to Jerusalem. We have 
agreed between ourselves that on certain matters we are bound by Jerusalem. 

Mr. Lipsky emphasized that the United Palestine Appeal as such 
had no power to fix the terms of the agreement which remained solely between 
the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayometh. 

Dr. Silver suggested thnt the meeting be utilized, however, for 
a joint discussion so that the orgrui.izations may have the judgment of 
this body, and then if found acceptable incorporate the decisions in the 
final contract. 

Mr. Lipsky said that it is tn.ken for granted that, ample notice 
being given here to the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, the contract 
between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth shoul'.ffi. be renewed, taking into 
consideration certain changes that may be proposed. It is thus left open 
and does not go by default. The question of the agreement is officially 
raised. 

RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS - MIZRACHI 

Among items of the forthcoming agreement that were discussed was 
the subject of relations with other organizations outside of the K.H. and 
K.K.L. 

Mr. Montor explained that the Mizrachi is the only organization out­
side of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth that receives an appropriation 
from the United Palestine Appeal for work in Palestine. 
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Mr. Lipsky pointed out tha.t the arrangement with the Mizrachi is made 
by the Keren Hayesod and Keren K ayemeth in order to insure the cooperation 
of the Mizrachi in the United Palestine Appeal campaign, that is the merging 
of Mizrachi work in the United Palestine Appeal. 

Mr. Montor remarked that there have been a number of comments that 
the Mizrachi Women's Organization was running a campaign which interfered 
with the United Palestine Appeal. Mi 1~~c)l.i has contended that it has no 
control of the Women1 s Orgnnization antt1~he Women• s Organization was not 
mentioned in the agreement. However, they do conduct a campaign whic~ nets 
between $40,000 and $50,000 to Palestine. This should be kept in mind when 
new arrangements are made with Mizrachi. 

Mr. Lipsky declared that when arrangements were made with Mizrachi 
we took it for granted that all the forces of the Mizrachi Organization would 
give their services ti the United Palestine Appeal. The Mizrachi in contribut­
ing strength and support to the United Palestine Appeal was deprived of the 
cooperation of its women. That must be taken into consideration when making 
new arrangements. 

Dr. Silver said that the money raised by the Women's Organization 
should be credited to the United Palestine Appeal and the item taken into 
consideration in allotments to Mizrachi. 

Rabbi Kowalsky stated that the Mizrachi Women's Organization has a 
definite program in Palestine, that the $60,000 given to Mizrachi is for the 
general Mizrachi work in Palestine; that Mizrachi gave up its own campaign 
in lieu of this $60,000; that the money which the women are raising does not 
go for general purposes. 

Rabbi Miller felt that we could not draw a distinction or create a 
ruling as to the relationship between Mizrachi and the Mizrachi Women 1 s 
Organization when we ourselves havv a situation that we C:lilnot control -
Hadassa.:.'1, 'the women• s branch of the Z.O.A. 

Dr. Silver remarked that the difference was that Hadassah is not a 
beneficiary of our campaign, whereas Mizrachi is. 

Rabbi Miller said that Hadassah is the official Women• s Orgn.nizat ion 
of the Zionist Organization of Amerira; that the ZOA has a contract with 
Hadassah whereby it recognizes Hadassap; as the official women's organization 
and whereby it will not create any other women 1 s group. It means, therefore, 
that all the women's forces that would otherwise accrue to the ZOA forces, 
are channelized through Hadassah for Palestine. Hadassah collected $800,000 
last yew: for its purposes in Palestine. If we are satisfied that that 
proposition is fair, why raise the question with the Mizrachi which also has 
a Women's organization and which also has certain special projects in 
Palestine? 

Mr. Lipsky pointed out again that the · Administrative Committee 
of the UPA has no authority. to make a contract between the Keren Hayesod and 
Keren Kayemeth, but the :Board of Directors has the right to make recomr.iendations, 
and the authority of the United Palestine Appeal as the body that raises 
the funds will have weight with the contracting parties. Therefore any 
proposal should be made in the form of a recommendation to the contracting 
parties in making the new agreement. 



Q • 

- 6 -

Dr. Goldman stated that the General Zionists have no institutions in 
Palestine for which they as an organization are campaigning for funds. 
Therefore the question of Hadassah is not pertinent to this discussion. He 
was not expressing an opinion as to whether Mi~rachi should receive an allo­
cation or not but simply trying to clarify the matter, Whereas the Histadruth 
has institutions in Palestine, the Gewerkschaften works for these institutions. 
Therefore the Gewerkschaften receives no allocation from the United Palestine 
Appeal. The General Zionists have no special institutions in Palestine; 
therefore Hadassah can do what it pleases insofar as it does not come to 
the Unit ed Palestine Appeal for funds. However the Mizrachi is a beneficiary 
of the Untted Palestine Appeal. Therefore in drawing up the agreement this 
ques r ion will have to be considered -- unfortunately on a party basis if it 
is to be considered at all. 

Mr. Lipsky explained that what we are considering now is - on what 
basis was the $60,000 allocation made to the Mizrachi? It was made on the 
assumption that Mizrachi would hold no campaigns of its own and on the 
amount tho.tits workers could bring to the United Palestine Appeal. There­
fore, when the agreement is made, the question must be decided whether we 
expect only the men to be considered as their workers, or the men and the 
women. In the matter of the ZOA it was a matter of record that the Hadassah 
workers were not taken into consideration - only the ZOA workers. 

Mr. Gellman asserted that when the arrangement was made it was not 
expected that the United Palestine Appeal would raise more than $1,000,000, 
Mr. Lipsky rep~ied that $60,000 was a fixed amount regardless of the amount 
raised by the United Palestine Appeal, 

Mr. Gellman urged that a larger allotment tQ Mizrachi for 1939 be 
considered. But, he added, even if Mizrachi were allotted a larger allocation, 
it could not speak for the Women 1 s Organization. 

It was agreed that in the opinion of the Administrative 
Committee the new contract between the Keren Hayesod 
and Keren Kayemeth should take into account the work 
of the Mizrachi Women's Organization and other aspects 
of the relation to the Mizrachi Organization. 

SERVICE CHARGES AND ZIONIST PARTIES 
Mr. Lipsky reported that Mr. Kaplan in Antwerp projected a budget 

for the Jewish Agency twice the size of the Budget of the preceding year. 
Out of a total budget of $5,000,000 for the Jewish Agency for next year, 
America was expected 60 provide at least half. A similar sum would have to 
be made available to the Keren Kayemeth~ making a total of $5,000,000. It 
is obvious that with the various groups in the United States running their 
own campaigns, we cannot raise twice as much. It was suggested that there 
might be a way of having these parallel campaigns agree to give a percentage 
of their own collections to the Keren Hayesod or to the Keren Hayesod and 
Keren Kayemeth. For example, the Hadassah collects in the course of a year 
$800,000. Of this $600,0bO is its fixed budget; the rest of it is made up 
of allocations that may or mey not be made. It might, therefore, be asked 
of Hadassah that a percentage of its total collections should go into the 
emergency budget of the Jewish Agency. The same thing holds good with the 
other organizations. This might also hold good with respect to the Zionist 
6rganizations, insofar as their service charges to the U.P.A. are concerned. 
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Dr. Goldman moved that a request be made to these organizations to 
reconsider their budgets and incomes for the year, and decide just what 
they can do to reduce the allocation from the United Palestine Appeal 

Mr. :Blitz asked if, in making arrangements ·with the Zionist Organiza­
tion of America, it was not agreed that the ZOA would not have any fund­
raising efforts of its own. 

11:l.~ chairman stated that there was nothing in the agreement whereby 
t:1e 2i(,njst Organization of America was prohibited from raising funds for 
icscL'. H was not permitted to raise funds for Palestine. 

With further reference to a contribution by the Zionist organizations 
to the United Palestine Appeal Dr. Silver said that a gesture of this kind 
would be very helpful from moro than one point of view; that one of the 
stumbling blocks that were encountered in this campaign is this large 
item that the United Palestine Appeal sets aside for Zionist organizations; 
that an action of this kind would create a better 11 stimrnung11 all around. 

K{?ENSES 

It was voted that the Administrative Committee 
earnestly recommend to the organizations which 
receive service charges that they consider to 
what extent it may be possible for them to 
lessen these charges as their contribution toward 
the larger fund expected of America this year. 

The vote was unanimous except for the dissenting 
votes of Messrs. Gellman and Kowalsky. 

------Dr. Wise felt that if we suggest a reduction in the expenses of the 
Zionist organizations, we should also suggest a reduction in the expenses 
of the two major organizations which raise the funds and which are partners 
of this operation. He felt that it might be possible to say we will spend 
$25,000 to $50,000 less in the Keren nayesod and Keren Kayemeth and make 
that the contribution of the two dominant partners of the United Palestine 
Appeal. 

The Chairman remarked that the Administrative Committee can at any 
time take up for consideration the reduction of the administrative expenses, 
but one could not start with the assumption that the expenses are inflated. 

Dr. Silver explained that the cases are not similar, as one involves 
a reduction in allotment and the other is a reduction in expenses for the 
very campaign which brings in the money. Dr. Goldman agreed with Dr. Silver. 
It was pointed out that the Keren Hayesod o.s such has no expense account. 
There a1·e only two organizations that incur expenses -- the Jewish National 
Fund and the United Palestine Appeal. 

Dr. Silver said that he could not speak for the budget of the 
Jewish National Fund. As far as the budget of the United Palestine Appeal 
is concerned, there was a budget committee at the beginning of the year to 
which a budget was presented. The budget was carefully studied and the 
budget was adopted at the meeting of the A~~inistrative Committee, and that 
budget has been adhered to. The bud.get that was adopted was for 1 

$147, 692.· 
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So fa.r we have spent only $103,721.40. Perhaps this budget could be pared 
down. 

Dr. Wise pointed out that this does not include the outlay of the 
Keren Kayemeth. 

Dr. Silver said that there will be submitted by the end of the year 
a budget for 1939; and he hopes that the committee would go through that 
bud.g et with a fine pencil. Dr. Silver felt that t be 1938 budget has proved 
a very conservative one because our expenses during the year up to now in­
dicate that the budget was very carefully planned. A budget for the administra­
tion of a campaign is quite a different story than a subsidy given to an 
organization, and the two ought not to be put in the same category, 

Dr. Goldman felt that in the future in the report presented to this 
committee, the expenses of the New York cnmpaign plus the expenses of 
crunpaigns in all cities where the United Palestine Appeal conducts independent 
crunpaigns, should . be given to us. 

Mr. Lipsky explained that this question has arisen many times a.nd 
it would be vnluable if it were applicable to all organizations raising funds. 
This question was .raised by Nathan Straus who was not aware of the fact that 
all the accounting of the Joint Distribution Committee was done on the basis 
of net. There might be, however, for our own inspection some idea of what 
it actually costs. 

Judge Rothenberg felt that we would be making a mistake to follow 
this course. At one time we had a system by which the national office con­
trolled the expenditures in all cities. The Joint Distribution Col!lP.littee, 
on the contrary always had a system whereby it received the net, and never 
asked any questions. And we were criticized because we had such a large 
expense. We then adopted the system maintained by the Joint Distribution 
Committee and inproved the situation by doing so, he helieved if we are 
going into the questicm as to local expenditures, then we must be in a 
position to control then. If we endeavor to control then we will have a job 
on our hnnds impossible to fulfill. We must assu.~e that the locnl people 
are as interested in holding down expenses as we are. In every city where 
there a.re ca~paigns there a.re responsible men heading them. 

Mr. Montor thought that the principal inference of the co:-!lillents 
is that the expenses incurred by tr.e national office are excessive. It is 
often mistnkenly assumed, ho snid, that when a Welfare Fund gives money 
to the United Palestine Appeal, the latter has had not one single cent of 
expense. On that theory he would recommend that the office of the United 

~~le.st irie ,Ap_,Re~l pa di scont in~e~ pecaus~ .~he r;ioney, would com.~. Jn _autQ::in.t ic{l.;l.,ly: 

~here is a sy:te::i of regions in the Unhed ·stat es conducted by eight 
men. These raen go into the cor.imunities, establish campaigns, and in many 
places see to it that we get an adequate share. The national office can 
only contact through the nails. As far as literature and speakers are con­
cerned, it is the nationnl office which carries the expense. Detroit raised 
$490,000, but it had Mr. LipskiJ, Dr. Silver, Judge Lewis, Alelltander EastermE'..n 
and several other UPA speakers in two weeks. In the case of nost of these 
p~rticul.:i.r speakers we had only railroad expenses, but in many other cases 
we pay speakers' fees. As far as literature is concerned v.-e sent a total 
of some . 500,000 pieces. to the various communiti e s. 

/B\lt in f n.ct the field represontq,t:ives of the U.P.A. tl1e liten1.ture, s~eakea.s, 
: films and other assistn.r:i-ce _ _proviued liave_a_direct bearing on the runoun s ma e 
\...available to the U.P.A in Welfare Fund cities or elsewhere. 
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It is often assumed that the will to aid Palestine is inborn in Jews. 
It is not. Mr. Monter stated that he had been ready to suggest that 
expenses be increased for 1939 and not decreased because of increasing 
resistance to proper Palestine allotments. The Joint Distribution Committee 
is adopting a program more intelli&ent and even more widespread than in 
previous years~ It has gone _in for a series of conferences, and other 
activities which the United Palestine Appeal would not undertake for fear of 
criticism for expenses. With the Joint Distribution Committee expenditures 
are no object. We are going to have a serious problem to withstand the 
claim that Paiestine does not need large sums today. This cry comes from 
many Zionists, and not only from non-Zionists. That is why·, Mr. Monter 
stated, he recommended that we assume more expense for local communities 
because in many of them we must educate our own Zionists who are not prepared 
to fi ght even for 4o% for the United Palestine Appeal. 

It was agreed th~t if any recommendations 
are to be made with regard to the budget of 
the United Palestine Appeal or its constituent 
orgunizations, these recommendations be made 
to the contracting parties for the 1939 
United Palestine Appeal. 

Mr. Elitz pointed out that insofar as New York U.P.A. expenses are 
concerned, the original budget and later additions were passed upon and 
approved by Mr. Lamport and Mr. Jacobi. 

Mr. Gellman asserted that Mr. Mentor was bringing minor matters to 
the attention of the Adfilinistrative Cowraittee instead of deRling with bigger 
things. He f elt also that Mr. Monter was discriminating against Mizrachi in 
his reoarks. Dr. Silver replied that the Adfilinistrative Committee discusses 
everything that is of interest to the United Palestine Appeal; he did not 
think that it was fair to say that there is discrimination. 

Mr. Sincoff declared that he had studied the collection of funds for 
the past few years, nnd he felt that in Mr. Mont or and in Mr. Elit z we have 
directors of whon we night be proud. Their reports of all activities should 
be r ecocnized by this Administrative Com.~ittee. 

CLARIFICATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN UPA AND JNF 

Mr. Mentor felt, in view of the matters that have been discussed 
regarding recommendations to the contracting parties for 1939, that it were 
wise to bring up some of the problems that the United Palestine Appeal 
has had. One of them concerns the relations between the Jewish National 
Fund a.."l.d the United Palestine i~ppeal. We have 2,000 cru:1paigns initiated 
throughout the country but the great bulk of the noney comes from 150 com­
muniti es which are organized as Welfare Funds. These 150 com~unities raise 
at le~st so% of all the money fron those 2,000 connunities, and all of them 
are orge.nized as Welfare Funds. We present ourselves to the Welfare Funds 
ns the United Palestine Appeal. They have a right to believe that we are a 
United Palestine Appeal. Eo·lieYer conflicts o.risc co .• tL.u::;.lly rcgnrding 
one or another Palestine organization. From time to time the competitive 
character of the Jewish National Fund creates a problem. As a case in point 
Mr. Mentor cited a situation in St. Louis,Mo. David Eernnstein, President 
of the Zionist District there, came to the office and asked for clarification. 
The Jewish National Fund in St. Louis had been asked to conduct a campaign 
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for the Golden Book. Those organizing the campaign believe, and rightly 
so, thnt the Golden ]ook certificates aro a traditional collection and 
recogn ized as such between the Joint Distribution Cor.unittee and the United 
Palestine Appeal. ]ut when the agree~ent between the JDC and UPA was 
written nnd signed it was understood that the traditional collections 
would not t.:uce the form ol'_l~ge-scale orgn.nized campaigns. Mr. ]erenstein 
in disc~ the St. Louis situntion,said sucli a Golden Book cn.r.ipaign 
would raise problens between tho United Palestine Appeal and the Welfare 
Fund . Ho was opposed to it. He wanted a decision from the United Palestine 
Appeal. Mr. Montor pointed out that the only thing he could say to 
Mr. Borenstein was that, although the Golden Book certificates were traditional 
collections, it would be unfair to the Welfare Fund to have a campaign 
conducted through Golden Book certificates. -

There is no occasion for these problems to arise. It should be 
arranged before the 1939 UPA campaign begins as to what the Jewish National 
Fund can do and what the United Palestine Appeal can do. The communities 
are saturated with Palestine appeals. In the long run we are accumulating 
a great deal of resentment toward Palestine which we cannot afford at this 
time . 

The chairman suggested that Mr. Montor supply both the Keren Hayesod 
and the Keren Knyemeth with a list of his criticisms and his constructive 
suggestions for elimination of flic tion. 

Dr . Silver reported that h e had a long talk with Dr. Goldstein which 
he hoped would contribute to a greater clarification of the situation in 
the future -- that is if the United Palestine Appeal would not be confronted 
v;ith fc .. its accompli. If when tho Jewish National Fund is contemplating a 
special action involving fund-raising, it would give tho United Palestine 
Appeal L1e courtesy of consulting it before thn.t project is announced, the 
necessary adjustments might be made. We perhaps could give advice as to 
hov; the project could be launched without creating irritation. However, 
the w~y it is done is that the project is launched, and the United Palestine 
Appeal is confronted with a fait accompli. These things are very unplensant. 
If tho organization trusted us as partners and consulted with us before 
projects are announced, many of the difficulties could be avoided. And 
the so.me is true, Dr. Silver continued of the Mizrachi and Gewerkschaften . 

Dr. Silver said, 
We had difficulty, /with the numerous emergency campaigns during 

the last few months which would not have developed if there were complete, 
mutual confidence between tho United Palestine Appeal and the various 
Zionist orgn.nizations. 

Mr. Lipsky again stated that if tho United Palestine Appeal manage­
ment has certain suggestions for clarification in the contract with regard 
to the Jewish National Fund, it should make these suggest ions in written 
form . 

·/ Dr. Silver sa id, in reference to tho Golden ]ook, that when he 
/\ signed tho JDC-UPA agreement he had in mind that there were occasional 

inscriptions. He never conceived of tho idea that this would serve as an 
excuse for a minor campaign. He said that, if the Jewish National Fund, 
proposing to make of this a minor campaign, would have come to him and 
explained what they expected to do, they could have discussed the thing. ]ut, 
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the first thing he knew, there was a big announcement that such a project 
had been launched. This created a great deal of embarrassment between 
the UPA and the JDC; the Golden Book inscriptions had been a particular 
item under discussioL before the contract was signed, and he had assured 
the JDC that they would simply take the form of occasional inscriptions. 
He felt that he did not want to be put in that position again. 

Dr. Goldstein stated that all appreciate the difficulty of Dr. Silver 
with the Joint Distribution Committee. But it should be said that they 
submitted to the Joint Distribution Committee a list of items which con­
stituted the Jewish National Fund traditional activities, and these items 
included the Golden Book. He said that if he had been aware of Dr. Silver's 
discussions with the Joint Distribution ConL~ittee on the special point of 
the Golden Book, then, of course, they could have been guided by that. 
Unfortunately he was not present at that meeting. They therefore felt free 
to go ahead. 

Dr. Goldstein further said with regard to the campaign for the Golden 
Book that anything in the program of the Jewish National Fund needs to be 
conducted with intensity and with the utmost possible chances of success; 
it is a question whether intensifying an activity brings it in the category 
of a campaigi. Dr. Goldstein felt that the root of the matter lies in the 
fact that the Jewish National Fund was not aware of the discussion raised on 
the Golden Book, and therefore Dr. Silver1 s suggestion is very well taken; 
namely that there be consultation so as to establish a proper understanding 
not only of the items included but to the extent to which these items are 
tp be exploited. -- Mr. Linsky suggested that that should be incorporated in 
the agreement, If a particular item, prohibition or permission, is not in­
corporated the Jewish National Fund believes that it has the rif.:htto@ ahead. 

Dr. Silver said that something more vital is involved. It has been 
the practice of the Jewish National Fund annually to announce a special 
project. As long as they insist upon launching a special campaign for a 
special project every year we will have that same argument as long as we will 
have agreements with the Joint Distribution Committee. The Joint Distribution 
Committee will not make agreements for a joint campaign with the understand­
ing that the Jewish National Fund will be permitted to launch a little campaign 
of its own. 

Judge lothenberg pointed out that this discussion occurs every 
year, He remembered very distinctly having made the proposal that there be 
consultation between the United Palestine Appeal and the Jewish National 
Fund managements. That was agreed to but apparently it never happens. 

It was a.greed that suggestions for the 
clarification of the relations between the 
United Palestine Appeal and the Jewish Nation~l 
Fund be submitted to the Cor:1mittee of the Keren 
Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth when for discussion 
for the 1939 agreement governing the U.P.A. 

DR. GOLDMAN' S LErTER TO DR. SILVER 

Dr. Silver advised that he had received a letter from Dr. Goldman 
as President of the Zionist Organization of America, He felt that the 
points contained in the letter should beII'esented to this body. The 
chairman read the lotter (attached-Appendix C). 
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Following comment by the Chairman and Rabbi Miller as to what purpose 
would be served by a conference of Palestine fund-raising groups. 

Dr. Silver remarked that a conference could not be called unless 
some concrete proposals were to be presented to it. He asked whether it 
was contemplated to attempt to bring within the scope of the United 
Palestine Appeal the Gewerkschaften campaign and any or all of the other 
Palestine c&~paigns. Dr. Goldman said that what was intended was the 
coordination with the UPA of these cmnpaigns. 

Dr. Wi s e said that many matters would have to be considered before 
a conference could be called. Its essential purpose should be to emphasize 
the $5,000,000 budget demanded for the Jewish Agency at Antwerp. The public 
had rec eived the erroneous impression.that America would be called upon for 
only $2 ,500,000, whereas this was not even half the picture since the needs 
of the Keren Kayemeth would alsd have to be provided by the UPA. An agreement 
with the JDC a.nd the possible place of the UPA in a possible great campaign 
sponsored by the President 1 s Advisory Committee for Refugees had to be 
taken into consideration. In Dr. Wise 1 s viev,, it v.-ould be helpful if Dr. 
Weizm'.lnn could see Mr. George Rublee and impress upon him the urgency of 
a large sum for Palestine if the President's Committee does finally decide 
upon a campaign. A sum between $25,000,000 and $75,000,000 would be asked. 
The UFA should ask for a minimum of $10,000,000. In the meantime the JDC 
was going ahead with plans for an intensive campaign on e.. broader scale 
than ever before. If a President 1 s Committee campaign is held, the JDC 
plans to ask for a major share. Dr. Wise felt that Dr. Silver, Dr. Goldstein, 
Dr. Gold..innn o.nd Mr. Lipsky ought to seek the e'U'liest possible conference 
with the Joint Distribution Committee. He did what he could in conversation 
vrith the leaders before the meeting of the President 1 s com:.1ittee of a 
couple v;eeks ago. He did not feel that the UPA ought to summon a conference 
at this time but should await the result of the President 1 s Com~ittee and 
Mr. Taylor's discussion of the attempt to secure a great fund. 

The chairman pointed out that, the question rnised in Dr. Goldman's 
letter hn.s to do with the relations between the United Palestine Appeal and 
the vn.rious Zionist orge.nizntions going out to raise funds. If we can 
unify all the agencies that are naising funds for Palestine and establish 
some sort of an understanding, that would bo the first s6op toward proceeding 
further in case the President's Com~ittee decides on a campaign. 

Dr. Silver reported that h e had had a conference this morning with 
Rabbi Jonah Wise about this matter. Dr. Silv er said that the confer ence 
of the Plan and Scope Cor.mi ttee which the JDC recer .. tly held was simply an 
experimental conference to find out whnt ideas the Joint Distribution had 
for the coming year. They hav e done nothing about the 1939 campaign. They 
do not lmow the nature of the ca.'1paign they want to launch. They also want 
to wait until they hea.r from Mr. Taylor. As soon as the situation clarifies 
they will be in a posit ion to decide what they want to do and v;e will knibw 
what ne wMt to do. 

Dr. Silver said that he is in favor of calling a conference but he 
thought that the conference would be more fruitful and mor e productive of 
good if we had some idea of whnt our plans for 1939 are likely to be. Our 
work for this year is la.rgely over. Our cor;imitoents a~·e r:111.de. He felt 
that, if it were decided to have a conference, the date should be left 
pendine further developments of the situation. 



... 13 -

Dr. Wise asked if he was wrong in believine that there was an idea 
of launching a sp ,::cial great emergency fund. Dr. Goldman explained that 
the intention was to enlarge the scope of the 1939 campaign but not launch 
an emergency fund now. 

Dr. Silver stated that as far as an emergency campaign for Palestine 
for 1938 is concerned, that is ruled out. We cannot have it for many reasons. 
First of all, we are committed to the Joint Distribution Committee, and 
they will not sanction an emergency drive, and if they do it will be on the 
basis of 60% for them. We must not forget that communities in America are 
still paying on their 1938 pledges. We know what emergency campaigns 
actually yield. He felt however, that our 1939 campaign ought to be on an 
emergency basis. iihether it is done through a Taylor campaign ( which he 
hoped it would be) or whether it is done jointly by the Joint Distribution 
Committee and the United Palestine Appeal or both, it must be done on a 
much higher level than this year. All consideration that we give to the 
subject ought to be in terms of 1939. Therefore if it is decided to hold 
such a conference, the date ought not to be fixed until such time as we 
have something concrete to go on. 

Dr. Goldman stated that that was exactly what was intended by the 
resolutifun of the Z.O.A. He did not feol that the Executive of the Zionist 
Organization of America wanted us to go into an emergency campaign in 1938. 
It was felt that in view of the greater needs of Palestine and the budget 
adopted at Antwerp the 1939 campaign would have to be a much larger carpaign 
than this yeo.r. There was felt a need for coordination among the vc..rious 
fund-raising agencies. Tonight we hear of some conflict between the 
Keren Kayemeth and the United Palestine Appeal. There are conflicts between 
Hadassah and the United Palestine Appeal. Dr. Goldnan said that in Chicc.go 
they are presented overy year with a canpaign of Hadassnh. The Welfare Fund 
want to deduct that fron the United Palestine Appeal allot~ent. There was 
a deduction made last year because of the Rothschild Hospital and because 
of the Eddie Cantor campaign. Therefore it wns felt that there ought to 
be some coordination. Then there was also what Dr. Wise r eported of 
Mr. Taylor's campaign. All these items made us feel that there should be 
a co!.l,f erence of all of the fund-raising agencies to discuss the pro bl era. He 
felt 0.l\hough that Dr. Silver was right and that we should wait until we hear 
from Mr. Taylor as to what the President has in nind. 

It will be equally important for us to rench on understanding 
with the Joint Distribution Committee. We may have to press them for a better 
agree;;ient in view of the needs of Palestine. 

Judge Rothenberg asked, in view of Dr. Goldnan. 1 s statenent that the 
Executive of the Zionist Orgai1izatibn of America did not expect us to 
launch nn emergency effort, what was the r eason for the or.iergency effort 
that had been launched. 

Dr. Goldnrui sn.id that he hir:1s elf had criticized the mergency effort 
that was nade. The explanation was thnt the Zionist Orgnnization of Anerica 
was no party to it and the United Palestine Appeal was no party to it. 

Mr. Mentor pointed dut that there were a nurJber of encrgency campaigns 
launched. The only one to which the United Palestine Appeal had any relation­
ship was tho one launched by the 11 Jewish Morning Journal11 at the request of 
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the New York United Palestine Appeal with the understanding that it had 
nothing to do with any other city. All the money is considered part of the 
New York City campaign and was designed as supplementary income. 

At the same time the Vaad ]itachon had an emergency campaign through­
out the United States. After the 11Morning Journal" launched its crunpaign 
the Gewerkschaften undertook to announce through 11 The Day 11 another emergency 
effort. At the so.me time an emergency drive was launched by the Palestine 
rrotective League . All of these made appeals to the communities. 

This miscellany of appeals has only served to emphasize to the 
communities, Mr. Mentor said, that the United Palestine Appeal is a misnomer. 
It represents only the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kcyemeth. The Gewerkschaften 
in its propaganda, literature and speeches makes it appear that the United 
Palestine Appeal also helps Palestine. The Hadassah conducts a very great 
campaign that rivals that of the United Palestine Appeal. Then there is 
the Vaad Bitachon which approachers all communities. 

An injunction has been put upon American Jewry by Dr. Weizmann that 
American Jewry raise more money. But sight is lost of the fact that American 
Jewry is raising more money but in chrumels other than those of the central 
campaign instrU.I:1ent. 

Mr . Lipsky explained that Dr. Weizmann in urging American Jews to do 
more meant more money for the Executive of the Jewish Agency . Dr. Wise 
agreed, saying if Hadassah raised $8,000,000 for Hadassah Hospital, it would 
not carry one step further the needs of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth. 

Palestine and the Jewish Agency for emergency purposes require for 
next year a far greater budget, Mr. Monter pointed out. Tho Zionist groups 
are not united. Unless we can unite these groups we cannot raise more money. 
There are great sections which stay away fror:i the United Palestine Appeal, 
which participate only through lip service. Mr. Montor felt that a conference 
is necessary if it is only to impress upon Zionists their relation and 
obligation to the United Palestine Appeal. We have a serious problem facing 
us in 1939. Every person who is here is convinced that Palestine needs 
more money; but we have not persuaded the country of that. At the Joint 
Distribution Committee Plan and Scope Conference one suggestion was made 
that the agreement next year be 65-35, and a sharp comment was made that 
that was far too much for Palestine. This new determination of the JDC to 
break away from any ties with the UPA is bound up v:ith what seems on the 
surface n very persuasive argument th~t European Jewry needs much larger 
funds . The UPA must educate our o~n Zionists to insist that the United 
Palestine Appeal get an adequate proportion and that the overseas causes 
get a proper ratio from the Welfare Funds. The Zionists do not always play 
an important part in the Welfare Fund communities . The Zionist districts 
say when they are char~ed with negligenrethat they have not been consulted. 
Let us call for that cooperation, because they are the only organized 
group we can call upon. A conference would have a great deal of value, 
if it is solely to teach and train our ovm Zionists that in the struggle 
of 1939 their constant vigilance and militancy are required. 

Rabbi Miller felt that we were confusing two issues. If it is only 
a question of bringing home to the Zionists the need for unity at this 
moment, then that is the function that the annual National Conference for 
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Palestine is supposed to perform. If it hasn 1 t performed that function it 
should be our business to arrange the conference so that it will do this. 
We are facing a different problem. That is, that we have to raise at least 
$5,000,000 next year and we do not see our way clear to raise it; and it 
may b e necessary, for example, to change our methods entirely. Maybe we can­
not afford to enter into any agreements with the Joint Distribution Committee. 
Maybe we cannot afford to work through the Welfare Funds. Maybe we will 
have to conduct an emergency campaign on such a level as to rid ourselves 
of the leaders of Welfare F-unds and go out for a special campaign 
for Palestine. He felt that that was what tho projected conference should 
have in mind. 

Mr. Wertheim said thn.t when we t.:i.lk about Zionist funds we cannot 
put Hadassah on the snme level with Gewerkschaften. The ije~erkschaften is 
not a Zionist fund. :But the Pon.le Zion is a part of the Gewerkschaften 
campaign. The contributors to Gewerkschaften including many trade union 
groups are not necessarily Zionists and they C[>.nnot be negotiated with on 
the same basis. They have no relation to the Zionist funds. All you cn.n 
j;alk about is the Zionist group which participates in the Gewerkschaftcn 
campaign. It is different with Hndassnh which is distinctly a Zionist 
organization. 

The chairman stated that it is understood, with regard to the proposals 
that may emanate from the President's Advisory Committee for a large 
campaien, that that matter will be ta.ken up by the United Palestine Appeal 
when it cchieves clearer form. With regard to reln.t ions with the Joint 
Distribution Committee and Welfare Funds we will appoint committees, as usual, 
to take up these matters. 

What is proposed in Dr. Goldmo.n 1 s lotter - he continued, has two 
sides: the suggestion of the Zionist Orga.r..ization of America that a confer ence 
be c3.lled of tho United Palestine Appeal and n.11 fund-raising agencies 
for Palestine with n view to subnitting to then the emergency needs outlined 
by Dr. Weizmnnn as to what the Executive of the Jewish Agency will need 
next year; and submitting to all these agencies the problem of how they 
can cooperate to increase that amount of noney. Has not the Gewerkschaft er., 
which is raising funds for Palestine, sone interest and concern in this 
probler,1 that faces the Executive of the J ewish Agency? Hasn 1 t the Hadassah 
some interest in this matter? 

Mr. Lipsky felt that if the United Palestine App eal will call a 
conferenc e of all these agencies, includin~ Vn.ad Bitachon, which he said is 
a..~ instrunent of the Executive of the Jewish Agency, we can find some way 
through which the income for the Executive1 s budget may be increased. 

Dr. Wise felt thn.t if we call a conference now we will simply be 
thwarted in our desire to have a confer ence later, that we should wait 
a little nnd within a week or ten days we may know something more definite. 

Approval was voted for the calling 
of such a conference, the date of 
which is to be fixed by the United 
Palestine Appeal. 

CONT~IBUTIONS TO EMERGENCY NEEDS 
Mr. Lipsky sugbested,(s~ying that he had also discussed this with Mr. 

Eli e zer Kaplan) that, in view of the fact that the Exemtive will require twice 
as much money from the United States as last yenr and in view of the fact 
that the budgets of Hao.assrui and Gewerkschaft en h~ve not yet b9en fixed, we 
place before these bodies the proposal that they add. on to their budgets a cer­
tain percentage to be used for the purposes of the ExecutivU of the Jewish Agency. 
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ALLOTMEI.iTS FROM WELFARE FUNDS AND PERCENTAGES 

Dr. Silver said that even if we do not have a Taylor campaign there is 
a possibility of getting substantially larger sums of money. Where we have 
lost out and where the Joint Distribution Committee has lost out is in the 
relatively small percentage which many Welfare Funds in the united States 
have appropriated for overseas. There are a million and a half to two millions 
more that the Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal 
should have hnd if the Welfare Funds had given us a fair percentage of the 
money already raised. He felt that we make a mistake in pressing the question 
of porcantage too much (in relation to the JDC). The problem is not a 
percentage problem. The Joint Distribution Committee does not want to get 
more rr.oney from the United Palestine .Appeal. The Joint Distribution Committee 
and the United Palestine Appeal want to get more money from the country. If, 
for exn..'!lple, Taylor should launch n compaign for $25,000,000, and v1e are offered 
33%, he would take it. Percentages should not be made the touchstone in our 
negotiations, Dr. Silver emphasized, but the total amount which we ought to 
get. 

V AAD BI TA CHON 

Mr. Montor stated that there are still a number of emergency fund 
campaigns going on, and the United Palestine Appeal is called upon by V'.l.l'ious 
communities, particularly Welfare Funds to express its attitude toward them. 
For instance there is the Va.ad Eitachon cr.unpaign, z;hich has addressed itself 
to :na.ny cities. 

Dr. Roseff was called upon to report on the Vaad Bitachon ca~paign. 
He said that the Vaad Bituchon was started two years 8~o. When Mr. Kaplan 
was here it v;as discussed with hir.i. They agreed to approach only individuals 
where they knew they would not be interfering with the United Palestine 
Appeal ca..'"lpaign. The first $5,000 was offered to the United Palestine Appeal 
to be sent by it to the Agency. The idea was that the United Palestine 
Appeal v;as- to tell Dr. Rosoff1·s group what to do. But tho UPA declined to -tnke 

the r.ioney and reP.Jit it. Up to the present moment they hn.ve raised $55,000, 
v;hich has been sent to Palestine. They are getting another $5,000 tor.iorrow, 
and an additional $5,000 shortly. He believed that they would be able to 
s.end ~ total of $100,000. He said his group is willing to take all the 
suggestions of the United Palestine Appeal. He assured the comr.1ittee that 
this is the only organized form of raising money for this purpose. In one 
case, :1e said they received $100 fro::i a Welfare Fund, which they returned so 
that t::iey v;ould not interfere with any other Pnlest ine causes. 

Dr. Silver asked whether it was originally contemplated to launch 
ca.:1po.igns. Dr. Rosoff replied in the negative. 

Mr. Lipsky stated that the r:iembers of tne comnittee are Messrs. Rocker, 
Szold, Ho..:1lin, hinself and Dr. Rosoff, Chairraan. It ,.n.s at the request of 
Mr. Robert Szold and hinself tlmt Dr. Rosoff wns ma.de Chair::wn of the cnnpaign. 
At the beginning there was soneone sent here by the nane of Feinstein who 
went to different cities with confidential letters to a few individuals and 
obtained contributions in most cases without public lmowledee at all. The 
secrecy of the operation, he sn.id, is indicated b~r the fact that in Chicago 
Dr. A.K. Epstein raised $10,000 without anybody being aware of the fact that 
he was raising it. (Dr. Goldman indicated dissent). 
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Mr. Lipsk-J stated that some months ago the Zionist Organization of 
America had had under consideration the Mifal Bitzaron. It was abandoned. 
At the last meeting of the Eicecutive of the ZOA they agreed to utilize the 
Mifal Bitzaron to get Zionists individually to make contributions to the 
defense fund. With reference to the Vaad Bitachon, he said that he relies. 
upon MissY.udin as to the methods used. 

Miss Y:udin asserted that only individuals were approached by the 
Vaad Bitachon-- never districts; that there were two very secret m etings 
held during the Detroit Convention and they once had a meeting in connection 
with a Zionist regional meeting in Boston. Those individuals who had been 
contacted by Mr. Feinstein were asked to contribute more money. 

Saying that he could not agree to the accuracy of the versions 
presented to the meeting as to how the Va.ad Bitachon raised its money, 
lfr. Mont or s2.id that no w::mted an opinion on the type of answers he has been 
giving to Welfare: Fund communities, in which he stated that the United 
Palestirre Appeal is definitely opposed to any cnergency fund campaign which 
is not approved by the Welfare Fund. Should th~t reply b6 changed? Inasmuch 
as no effort is being made to coordinate these cnmpaigns with the United 
Palestine Appeal we nu.st tn.lce definite action to protect our relationship 
to Welfare Funds. 

Mr. Lipsky donied that the defcns0 fund could be called an emergency 
fund. He wanted to cxoncr:-_i.tc Dr. Rosoff' s com:.1ittee, expressing the · 
view thn.t it had dealt only with inciividuals. 

Mr. :Blitz stated that Dr. Rosoff did send telegra'!ls to so;ne 
Zionist districts, asking them to take action for the Vaad Bitachon. One 
of these tolegra.~s renched the Bro~nsville Zionist district, which asked 
Dr. Silver and Dr. Goldman to put an end to the chaos in fund-raising. 

Dr. Silv~r said that the fact that nothing is heard of contacts 
with districts does not me8Il that these things do not toke place. We get 
individual protests or the responsibility for the supplementary appenls 
is put on the UPA v:ithout vocal protest for the time being. 

Mr. Lipsky felt th~t he could say on behnlf of Dr. Rosoff' s conmittee 
that no letters will go out excepting to individunls. 

Dr. Silver asked that the Vaad Bitachon take no action before consult­
ing v.-ith the U.P,A.. Dr. Rosoff so.id that he would be very glad to do so. 
He Rg~in referred to his offer of the first $5,000, and Dr. Silver replied 
that United Palestine Appeal could not handle the Va.ad Bitachon. 

Mr . Lipsky pointed out that the Executive of the Zionist Organization 
of A~ericn recently decided to n.ddress every r.ienber of the organization 
individua.lly Dlld to ask each individ.u2l, over and above his contribution to 
the United Palestine Appeal, to Dake a contribution to tho defense fund. 

Dr. Silver felt that this ~ntter should have been discussed at one 
of the :noetings of t:1.e U.P.A. since fund-raising was involved. 

Dr. Goldstein asked what the relationship is between the Vaa.d Bitachon 
r,nd t:1.0 Mifal Bit znron, to which the United Palestine Appeal contributed 
al~aost $1,000,000. He asked if it isn 1 t a fact that out of this Mifo.l 
Bitz:-1.ron n. substn.ntial suJ:1 goes for t:1.a- very purposes covered by the 
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Vaad Bitachon. The United Palestine Appeal should be consulted before the 
Jewish Agency sends representatives over for any purpose, especially when 
fund-raising is involved. 

Mr. Monter expressed the belief that a distinction has to be made 
between two entirely different funds. The money from the Vaad Bitachon does 
not go through the coffers of the Jewish Agency. The report of the.Jewish 
Agency expenditures for the nine months ending June 30, 1938 shows that the 
Jewish Agenc;r expended I.35, 378 for security alone during that period. This 
had nothing whatever to do with the Vaad Bitachon . The money sent from 
here by Va.ad Bitachon goes to a proper agency, but it does not go to the 
Jewish Agency, Mr. Monter contended. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that our interest in this matter is neither 
to approve nor to disapprove this particular project. All that we are in­
terested in is that this project be not converted in the communities into 
another campaign. The z0al of individuals sometimes carries them away. 
This activity was to be carried on by v.;ord. of mouth. But in the last few 
months we have been getting comebRcks that it is being conducted on a much 
larger scale; we now ask that it be stopped or that the over-zealous friends 
be checked. It is not advisable in general that this, particular effort 
become a public matter. 

Al-WUAL CONFERENCE OF lnUTED PALESTINE APPEAL 

LOAN 

It was moved, seconded and carried that 
the officers be empowered to fix the date 
and place of the annual Conference of the 
United Palestine Appeal. 

It was suggested, in view of the emergency in Palestine that v:e 
make a loan to be repaid from future income. 

Mr. Montor reported that a ceble urging remittance of large sums 
was sent by Eli0zer Kaplan but that this had reference only to the 
emergency needs of the Jewish Agency. It was felt that we might in o.nswer 
to that call obtain a loan of $150,000 to be sent to the Emergency Fund of 
the Jewish Agency exclusively through the regular channels of the Keren 
Hayesod and Keren Ka;yemeth, and thnt the Keren Ha;yesod and Keren Kayemeth 
shares would ¥;r.l.it until l2ter, when more funds were available. 

Dr. Goldstein s1id that as he rec~llcd the c1ble, Mr . Kaplan premised 
this request upon the imminence of wo.r. It may, howev er, well be that in 
the next twenty-four hours tho intern['.tional situation m'.l.y be eased, and the 
request in that inst:mce would probn.bly be waived so thnt it may not be 
in point just now. 
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Mr. Lipsky felt that if a loan could be made and sent in the regular 
course of business, it would help the Agency a great deal. 

Mr. Montor said that the money should be sent for emergency purposes 
through the regular channels, but specifically for emergency purposes. But 
after comments by Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Lipsky and Dr. Wise, it was the consensus 
of opinion that if we are to make this loan of $150,000 we should send 
$50,000 each for the regular funds of the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, 
and $50,000 for the Emergency Fund. It was decided to cable Jerusalem 
whether a loan was desired, inasmuch as this would have to be paid out of 
current income. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that 
the officers of the U.P.A. be authorized 
in their discretion to make a loan not 
exceeding $150,000, to be sent to Palestine 
as an advnnce on account of the shares in 
the U.P.A. of the Keren Hayesod, Keren 
Kayemeth and Emergency Fund of the Jewish 
Agency. 

LEON BLUM COLONY 

Mr. Mentor said that he wru1tcd put into the record the relationship 
of the Leon Blum Colony to the United Palestine Appeal. In 1936 there 
was n LDB Fund which was supposed to be within the confines of the United 
Pnlestine Appeal. However, income was n~ver reported to the United 
Palestine Appeal and was never considered part of the income of the United 
Palestine Appeal, Ho thought it would be helpful if the minutes carried 
a definite assurance of what is to happen with the money for the Leon Blum 
Colony, so thnt a similar incident X~ could not be repeated. 

Dr. Goldstein eave assurance that the crunpnign for the Leon Blum 
Colony is raising funds for purposes within the United Palestine Appeal; 
and monies that have come into the Jewish No..tional Fund for that Colony 
have been remitted to the United Palestine Appeal and that all such funds 
will be duly reported :md remitted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Florence Eitolberg 
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REPORT ON 1938 CAMPAIGN OF THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
FROM JANUARY l, 1938 TO SEPT».iBER 28, 1938 

BALANCE IN :a.AN'~ AS OF 

IllCOME: AMOUNT 
P.AISED 

CASiI 
'c"611ECTED 

PLEDGES 
RECEIVABLE 

United Palestine Appeal 
Jewish National Fund 

$1,501,004.53* $862,454.94** .§_38,549.59 
185,761.25 185,761.25 

(Gross: 244,371.42 
Youth Aliyah-trnnsferred 
by Hadassah direct to 
Palestine; $319,646.42 

Totals $1.686,765.78 1,048,216.19 638,549.59 

TOTAL INCOME - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

DI SBURS:Bl.fENT S: 

ALLOCATIONS: 

Palestine Foundation ~'und, Inc ••.•...•..• $250,000. 
For Palestine ]inergency Fund •....•....•.• 125,000. 

Jewish National Fund •......•.•••.•••.••. 250,000. 
For Palestine Emergency Fund •.•.•.••••.•. 125,000. 

Mizrn.chi Organization of A!!lerica, •.....•.••••••.•..• 

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS 

PAYMENTS mr ACCOUNT OF SERVICE CHARGE: 

Zionist 0l'gnnizat ion of ..\.merica •..••...•.•.. 42, 323. 81 
Mizrn.chi Organization of America •.•....•...• 7,000.00 
Poale Zion-Zaire Zion 7,000.00 

SP~CI.\.L ALLOCATIONS 

American Friends of Hebrew Univ ersity 
President's Committee for Politicnl 

Refugees 
Jewish i~gcncy for trn.nsportntio!1 of 

r efugees 

AilHNISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

.ADV..U1CE FOR CA!hPAIGN: 
Fieldmon 1 s Revolving Fund ....•... $1,650,00 
Tri-State U.J.A................... 135.00 
TWA-Deposit account............... 425.00 
Po stage F1.n1d ••• , .• ,...... . • . . • • . . • 200.00 

10,000.00 

2,500.00 

500.00 

$1,048,216.19 

$375,000. 

$375,000. 

43,000. 
$793,000. 

$ 56,323.81 

:$ 13,000.00 

$ 103,721.40 

Petty Cash Fund . . . • .. . . .. .. .. . . . . 283.18 
Sundry advances ......•............ l,447.86 4,131.04 970,176.25 

BALANCE IN B.ANK AS OF SEPT. 28, 1938 $ 78,039.94 

*National Pledges 1,048,788.21 
Grenter No~ York- Gross $543,961.31 

Less Expenses...... 91,744.99 
Greater New York Net 462,216.32 

Totn.1 ;p 1,501,004.53 

**Includes $285,000- r eceived from Greater Ner; York Campaign. 



National Canpaign 
Greater New York Campaign (Gross) 
Jewish National Fund 

TOTALS 

{APPENDIX B) 
COMPARATIVE STATISTICAL REPORT OF 

UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
For the Campaign Periods 

From January 1, 1938 to September 28, 1938 
and 

From January 1, 1937 to September 30, 1937 

AMOUNT 1938 PLEDGES 1937 COLLECTIONS ON PLEDGES 

$1,048,788.21 $852,609.79 $5~54.94 $46~~g~7.54 
543,961.31 513,103.57 446,737.57f 314,554.84 
185,761.25* 157,695.06 185,761.25* 157,695.06 

$1,778,510.77 $1,523,408.42 $1,209,953.76 $933,147.44 

* Figures are as of .Au.gust 31, 1938 - later figures are not available. 
# Includes approximately $37,700. on deposit with treasurer-.s in the combined drives. 

EXPENSES 
!5fil 19Jl 

$103,721.40 $10~7.44 
91,744.99 73,738.05 

$195,466.39 $177,605.49 

(The 1937 figure is exclusive of a.mounts held by treasurers of trade campaigns in the combined drives. 

Allotments 
Palestine Foundetion Fund Inc. 
Jewish iil'ational Fund · 
Palestine Emergency Fund 
Mizrachi Palestine Fund 
Mizra.chi Orgru1ization 
Zionist Orgonization of America 
Po~le Zion-Zere Zion 

Total 

*Service Paymopta 

AMOUNT RAISED AND REMITTED BY HADASSi'Ji DIRECTLY TO PALESTINE FOR YOUTH ALIYAH 

~ 
$319,~646.42 

!5fil 
$250 ,ooo. 
250,000. 
250,000. 
43,000. 

1,000.• 
42,323.81* 
7,000.00• 

$ 849,323.81 

193] 
$114,745.64 

$181~.66 
1$1,666.66 
181,666.66 
45,000.00 
1,000.00• 

43,416.66* 
7,000.00• 

$647,416.66 

• 
., 
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(APPENDIX C) 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

September 22, 1938 

At the meeting of the Executive Com,~ittee of the Zionist Organiz­
ation of America held on Wednesday evening, September 14th, reports on 
the Palestine situation were presented by Margulies and myself~ I also 
called upon Henry Montor for a brief resume of the Keren Hayesod 
Conference at Antwerp. 

From these reports it was evident that the situation in Palestine 
is of such a nature as to require extraordinary action. At the same 
time we all realize that it is essential to unify our forces, which are 
now so greatly confused by competitive campaigns which draw attention 
away from the central functions of the Keren Hayesod and the Keren 
Kuyemeth. 

After a thorough discussion of what the Zionist forces might do 
to express themselves adequately and concretely for the time being and 
in the campaigns to be held in 1939, a resolution was adopted that a 
conference of all Zionist forces be summoned for the purpose of adopt­
ing some action to which the Zionist groups would give not only lip 
service but actual aid. It was therefore suggested that, in addition 
to the United Palestine Appeal, Keren Hayesod and Keren Kaycmeth represent­
atives, there be brought into the scope of this conference bodies like 
the Gewerkshaften and Hadassn.h, which are now raising funds for their 
own purposes but which ought to be made to feel an obligation for the 
special needs of the Jewish Agency. 

During the discussion, reference was made to the agreements of 
various kinds delimiting the possibilities of action of the United 
Palestine Appeal. There was no intention, of course, to infringe upon 
these agreements, but a question arose as to what affect the present 
emergency might have not only upon the funds to be raised during the 
balnnce of the yeD.r in such cities as Chicago, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, 
etc., but upon the amount of money the United Palestine Appeal might 
expect from the new campaigns, which would probably be initiated in 
November and December for 1939. 

At Antwerp Dr. Weizmann called us together to discuss the situation 
in America. He pleaded with us with an earnestness that made a deep 
impression upon everybody present that somehow we should take ~ction 
that would enable America to provide its appropriate share of next year1 s 
budget. As you have noted, Kaplon presented a budget of $5,000,000 for 
the Jewish Agency for the coming year. This is exclusive of the require­
ments of the Keren Kayometh. If the United Palestine Appeal is to provide 
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Rabbi Jonah B. •ise 
35 E. 62nd St. 
N w York, N .Y. 

MJ de ... r Jonahs 

September <)fl ... ., ' 19M 

I ·;as very happy to h ve ad a ch nee to chat th ou 
)e3terday . Since our eeting, uch has ha pened in the ,orld 
to allay our fears. In all pro bility e ay no proce don 
the aasum?tion that th re ill be now r. I shall be Ea~t 
again on October 7 and shall co unic t with you at t t time. 

In the eanti.Lle, I have been r ceiving oticas of 
v rious m0 etings wb,_ch e to be held, Te onnl or ot er ise, 
either of the Council of Jewish ede tions n el~ e Funds 
or of the JDC . The Bo rd of Director0 of the Council of Jewieh 
Federations and elf ro Fund ill meet in it b hon 
October 15 nd 16 and on th genda hich I received this 

orning, is tne item "The Relation of Loc·l 1 re Fund 
Budgeting to Oversea<> genci-s for 1959". It se :ns to me 
highl desirable that at all such meetings, ou nd I or 
our represent tives etre s the subj ct ,hich e discussed, 
namely, th,., il::li>era ti ve dut;y on the rt of elf fund to set 
aside 1 rger. ~ta of t1eir to 1 inco for ove as 
needs . e should hammer aw y at this thought. co stuntly. As 
long s emergency conditions exist in orld Je y, the ov rseos 
relief gencies are entitled to emer e c: consider tion in the 
all oc tion of funds . ) thought is that i minimum of sixty 
percent should be set . This is not too high. Some OL the 
larger communities lready a;:>~ro:xim:ite this percent e . All 
the co:n::.unities should be brou ht in lin on this b sis. 

ith all good .ishes for a Gemar Chasirna Tovo, I 
remain 

Very cordially y mrs, 

HS:BK 
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UNIT~Al~TINE APPEAL 
I I I FIFTij A\1NUE 
NEW Y/:,RK, . Y. 

Rabbi Jonah E. ise 
Joint Distribution Committee 
100 • 42nd St. 
Ne11 York, N. Y. 

Dear Jonah: 

October 9, 1938 

I had hoped to see riday afternoon, but 
your own absence from th~:~r:;C-;J;;J;;:;,:r......_ early part of the 
day and the necessity of my staying ,e officer here 
during the whole after di cussing emergency situa-
tion that had arise ed our meeting. 

consider this a formal re-
quest from me air:nan of the United Palestine 
Appeal to you of the Joint Distribution Committee 
Campaign for t,een the representatives of the two 
organiz~ · cooperation between us for tr.e year 
1939. n_..-,,,rt.,...,.~= e in Welfare Funds and from the 
request have come to me as to whether 
there ·s agreement between the United 
Palest t Distribution Committee for 1939 
I beli try expects us to discuss the situa-

decision which can be made known at 

There are many campaigns whose income is described 
~g which are now being planned or actually conducted. 

ill be launched before the first of the year. To 
o fusion and to permit the widest defree of ctivity 

t of the two organizations with respect to 1939 
I would suggest that a meeting between the represent­
the United Palestine ppeal and Joint Distribution 

Committee be held at the earliest possible moment. Perhaps 
the date could be fixed before the meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Council of Federations and Welfare Funds 
to be held in Pittsburgh next Saturdey night. It is probable 
that the subject of the 1939 overseas campaigns will be dis­
cussed by this meeting. It would be helpful if, prior to the 
meeting , the two primary organizations involved had discussed 
the issue between them. 

You mig..'11.t telegram to me in Cleveland as to when 
we could meet and as to how many representatives you think 
the United Palestine Appeal and Joint Distribution Committee 
ought to designate for such a meeting , or you might wish to 
telephone Henry .!ontor, who will communicate w:iith me 
immediately. 
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With kindest regards, I am 

Very cordially yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 
National Chairman 

Dictated by Dr. Silver, but 
signed in his absence. 
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From Meyer Steinglass 
Provisional Conmittee 
on Palestine Policy 
111 Fifth Avenue 
Al. 4 - 3600 

Tuesday Afternoon Papers - Oct. 11. 

Wednesday Morning PBrl)ers - Oct, 12, 

OUTSTANDING .AMERICAN emu STIAN LEADERS APPEAL TO CHAMBERLAIN 

NOT TO ABANDON SOLFMN PLEDGE TO JETI'S FOR REBUILDING OF 

P.ALESTINE 

- -- - - - -- ... 
Cablegram Signed By More than 30 High Church Dignitaries and Lay 

Figures Wa:rns Prime Minister Not "To SUrrender to Forces of 
Violence and Hatred In Hour When Persecuted Jews Look To 

Palestine as Chief Hope" 

.A. plea was addressed toda3' by cablegram directly to Prime Minister 

Neville Chamberlain of Great Britain by more than thirty of the foremost 

Christian church and lay leaders in the United States urging tho British 

Government not to abandon its pledges to the Jewish people for the establish­

ment of a Jewish National Home in Palestine stressing the fact that the 

stoppage of Jewish inmigration and the repudiation of the Balfour Declara­

tion and the League of Nations Mandate would be tantamount to a violation of 

11 a sacred trust in behalf of the Christian world"• 

The cable to Mr. Chamberlain pointed out that tho radical revision 

of Palestine policy now being considered by the British Government which would 

include the compJ.ete stoppage of Jewish immigration would be a cruel blow to 

many distressed Jews who look to "Palestine as their chief and almost sole 

Not only would abandonment by Great Britain of her pledges to the 

Jewish world reduce them to despair, but such a course would be regarded as 

"a surrender to the forces of violence and hatred now sweeping the world," 

the Christian leaders declared. 
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Included Dmong the signatories of tho message to Prime Minister 

Chamberlain were Bishop George Craig Stewart of Chicago; Bishop James E. 

Freeman of Washington, D.O.; Bishop Ralph Spaulding Cushman of the Denver 

area; Bishop Paul Jones of Antioch College; former Governor .Alfred E. Smith, 

District Attorney Thomas E. Dewey, George Gordon :Battle and Bishop William 

T. Capers of the Diocese of West Texas, San Antonio, Texas. 

Text Of CablegrEIJr To Prime Minister 

The following is the text of the cablegram sent to the British Prime 

Minister by the Christian leaders: 

"WE THE UNDERSIGNED lAEMBERS OF THE CimISTI.A.N FAITH 

.ARE PROFOONDLY DISTURBED l3Y REPORTS 1'HAT THE BRIT I SH 

GOVERNM!:NT IS PREPARED TO .t\BANDON ITS PLZDGE TO THE JEW-

ISH PEOPLE MADE THROUGH THE BALFOUR I£CLARATION AND EMBODIED 

IN THE P.ALESTINE MANDATE TO M.W POSSIBLE TIB ESTABLI SID8NT 

OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL HO!.!E m PALESTINE. THIS RESPONSIBIL­

ITY WAS .ACCEPTED l3Y GREAT BRITAIN AS A S!CRED TRUST IN BE­

HALF OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD. 

11 HUNDBEDS OF THOUSANDS OF JEWS NOiY IN PALESTINE 

HAVE ST.AXED T'"rlEIR LITI}S AND FOR'.rtJNES ~if THEIR F.UTH IN GREAT 

ERIT..\IN. IN RELIANC] ON BRITISH HONOR MILLIONS OF JEWS RAVE 

ENTRUSTED TRil: DESTINY OF THEIR PEOPLE TO THE J3RITISH GOVERN­

MENT. INTO THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE JEWISH N;\.TIONAL HOME THEY 

HA.VE POURED BLOOD AND TREAStm AND THEIR MLi.GlUFICENT ACCOM­

PLISEMENTS, M.'\TERL\L .um SPIRITUAL H.WE WON THE HIGH REGARD 

OF TRE CHRISTUN WOELD. NOT ONLY HAVE THE ARAB PEO.PLE IN 

PALEST!~ GREATLY J33N3FI'ND 3Y T:iE A.DMINISTR,\TION OF THE 

I~UIDATE, T:IEIR POLITICAL, CIVIL AND R::i:LIGIOUS RIGHTS JEEN 

FULLY PROTECTED? DUT THEY :-iA.VE FREELY ENJOYED ALL THE FRUITS 

07 JEWISH ACRI~~. 
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11 TODAY IN TEE HOU-.i::1 OF THEIR AGONY, TR;] PERSECUTED 

VICTIMS OF :SLIND :u\'I!E LOOK TO PA.L]JSTINE AS T1t::IR CHIEF 

AND ALMOST SOLE :!OPE. TE'.E A.DANDONMENT DY Gj_U1\T :3RITAIN 

OF EER PL:mJGES TO T!ra JEiiI s:I WORLD WOULD REDUCE THEM TO 

DESPAIR. IN Otra SOIJ:MN Jlli>GMENT SUC;i A CO'CraSE WOULD llE 

REGARDED :::lY 'EE ENTIR:l \10BLD .A.S .A. SUER.EN.DEA TO THill FORCES 

OF VIOLENc:E AN:) :IATREJ NOi7 SWEEPING TRE WOIU,D; IT ',70ULD 

11E A JLo·,; TO CSRISTI.AN BONOR, .AND A MOST D.AUAGING m..ou TO 

THE PRESTIGE OF G:a.E..\.T .JRIT..\IN WHICH ROL:)S Till:S ~ONO:a. IN 

BER JCEFING. 

"AS FRIEDS OF GREAT JRITAIN \",'E U'.aGZ UPON :{ER GOVE?.N­

MENT TO SA.!!""l]JGU.A.tO ;tS1R TRUST, TO HOLD FAST TO TRID MAN".JATE 

AND T~ 21\LFOtra ::>ECLA.J.lATION AND TO LElf.J EVJLiY ASSISTANCE 

TO THE JE";iIS:I PEOPLE IN T:IE T.ASX OF ESTA:3LISHING THEIR 

HOAEL.AND IN PALESTINE 

Leaders \,'ho Signed Appeal to Chamberlain 

aEVE..~ND WILLI.AM H. ALLISON CONSUL'n'\.NT IN CHURCB :ilsTO:aY WAS:!INGTON D C 
GEORGE GO:n::>ON Jil~E ATTORNEY NEW YO:aK CITY 
DOCTO~ J.C. l3CID::UITT SECRET.ARY JI3ZCT0il CSR!STI.Al~ CHURC~S OF KENTUCKY 
REVEJEND J W CAMMACK PRJ:SIJENT SOUT".tIE:Ur :OAPTIST E:>UCATION .ASSOCIATION FORT 

UNION VIRGINIA 
DISHOP \HLLI.J\M T CAPERS DIS:iOP OF TKE JIOCESE OF \/EST T"".tl:XAS SAN .ANTONIO TEXAS 
DOCTO~l :auFUS E CLEMJJNT PRESLJ3NT ATLANTA UNIVERSITY ATLAN'a GEOrtGIA 
JOCTOR HENRY :! CRANE ELM PA1.lK MillT:IOJIST ZPISCOPAL C:IDRCH :JETROIT MICHIGAN 
:ns:IOP RALP:a SP.AUL:JING CUS3?L\N :JIS~OP OF :JENVER AREA METHOJIST EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH COLORADO 
REVE:lEND LA.ilIMORE ::J. :;JENISE PRESIJENT PRZSJYTEilIAN OMAHA SEMINARY Cl.!AHA. 

NEJRASXA 
DIS!IOP PAUL ::)E SCH\JEINITZ MORAVIAN CHURCH JET:-ILEHEM PENNSYLV.AmA 
;IONOj1;\:JLE THOMAS E DEWEY JI STRICT ATTORNEY NEYi YORK CITY 
JOCTOR FB!]D EASTMAN CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY CHICAGO ILLINOIS 
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TO THE z. O • .A.. DI STRICT 0~ 
.A.ND WXBERS OF THE EXECUTIVES 

,,/Ir-; / >-,e ~~ ,)i 
,v-,v :f ;tlif 'I J.,J i/v1 
, t;1~ Jr /AJ 1 !3 

Dear Fellow-Zionist st . n,.,, . !) If" J . /" ,ti (J 
V "1,v~ ip, l}:1 

.lttached herewith are copies: ·. / J( y :J'i.,SJ ~ti /\}JJ 
(1) .A. newspaper story- containing a cablegram /-
addressed to Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 
by outstanding Christian clerg;vmen and laymen. 
Please try to get this story in your local news-
papers~ Try to get outstanding Christian leaders 
in your eoIDUnity- to send sitlilar oessagee to the 
Prime Minister. 

Please note, that from now on, telegrams 
and letters sent to Washington with regard to the 
Palestine situation by' Jews, -non-Jews. individuals 
and organizations should be addressed to :President 
Roosevelt at the White House instead of to Seer&"· 
tary of State, Hull. 

(2) The leading editorial appearing in the Phila,,. 
delphia Inquirer of Tuesdtq, October 11th. 

This editorial can serve as a model for 
your local newspapers. !'lease see to it that when 
editorials appear in your paper. telegraz:ia giving 
the full text or icportant excerpts are sent to 
this office. 

ris Marguliea.. 
Secreta.27 



LEADING EDITORUL PHILADELPHli I~UIRER 
OF TUESDAY, OCTo:BE 11TH. 

BRI~ MUST D::1i2' HER PLEDGE 

"The increasingly serious situation in Palestine, which is Great Britai~•s 
problem, calls for a strong reminder to ~hat Government of the agreement where-­
by the United States must be consulted before any change is ma.de in the British 
Mandate held under the League of Nations. 

There have been disturbing indicatiens that the British might be preparing 
to abandon, in effect, their pledge of a national home for the Jews, as con­
tained in the Balfour Declaration, and to accept the harsh proposals of the 
Iraq Foreign Minister for the stoppage of J~wish immigration and the setting up 
of an Arab State. This would consign the Jews to the hopeless lot of a pei­
ma.nent minority subject to grave oppression. 

To picture their fate it is necessary only to note the outrages that have 
been cormnitted by the Arabs, and the viTtul-.lreign of terror they have been 
conducting during the last few months. Only yester~ the so-called Arab 
Defense Committee warned the Zionist Federation and the Jewish .Agency for Pales­
tine inmigration of the "worst of calacities" 1n store, should the Jews persist 
in seeking their rights • . There was a plain threat of retaliation upon members 
of their race in Arab countries, even should the British protect them 1n 
Palestine. 

It is well to . recall at this time the Palestine Mandate Convention; signed 
and ratified between the United States and Great Eritain thirteen years ago 
during the .Administration of President Coolidge. The League Mandate given to 
Great Britain r.:iakes her, in effect, a trustee of the Jewish people in Palestine. 
Confiding in this solemn compact•~ Jewish citizens of .Anerica have gone to 
Palestine to find a new home. It would be unthinlmble that :Sri~ should now 
betray these citizens, and the others of their race from many different lands, 
were it not for the British Governcent•s recent aboutface in the case of other 
opprcs~d:ninorities. 

In their case, it is true, there existed no direct legal obligation such 
as is inposed by the 1925 convention. :But our Government certainly should stand 
ready to insist that no decision affecting the Welfare of the Jews in Palestine 
be to.ken without ftlll consultation with Washington. In other words, we entered 
into this agreement with the full intention of keeping it, and we expect England 
to maintain to the letter her procise to the United States and to the Jewish 
people in !alestine." 
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October 14, 19'8 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Hotel Schenley 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Last night when I was in Washington in connection 
with the emergency situation I attended a dinner given by 
Edmund I. Kaufmann who, as you kn.ow, is one of the most 
important figures in Washington and is also a member of the Plan 
and Scope Committee of the Joint Distribution Committee. 

On the basis of your wire as to the reaction of Dr. 
Wise and Mr. Lipsky to the proposal of a joint alloc~tions 
committee, I discussed with them and with Doctors Goldstein and 
Goldman, who were present at the dinner, the conversation I 
had with Mr. Lurie some time ago on the proposal referred to in 
your telegram. :But in the nature of such dinner parties, which 
started out as a private caucus between five of us, this one 
ended up in what was virtually a meeting in which the partic­
ipants included Henry Monsky, Samuel A. Goldsmith, Morris 
Simon of Washington, D. C., and Edmund Kaufmann. 

Goldsmith stated that he also had heard that the 
Joint Distribution Corr,rn ittee had been discussing the possibil­
ities of a separate drive outside the Welfare Funds. This 
seemed incredible to men like Kaufmann, Simon and Monsky who, 
though sympathetic to the Joint Distribution Committee as to 
the United Palestine Appeal, believe that any organization, 
trying to step out of the Welfare Funds to raise money for its 
own purposes, could not possibly succeed. Those associated 
with the building of Welfare Funds, they felt, were more 
attached to the Welfare Fund idea than to the Joint Distribu­
tion Committee regardless of how much loyalty they might have 
to it. To judge by the sentiment expressed at Washington last 
night, this will be reflected in the meeting of the Board of 
the Council. 

All those present (not referring, of course, to 
Dr. Wise, Lipsky, etc.) believed it essential that the Joint 
Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal come to 
an understanding before the 1939 campaigns were held so that 
the community will not be disrupted by competition between the 
two organizations. They did not seem to be so much concerned 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

about the ratio of division as about the existence of an agreement, 
whatever its character. 

All those present when confronted with the proposal of an 
allocations committee, which would decide na tionally how the money 
raised by local Welfare Funds was to be distributed, resented the 
suggestion. They felt that they should have the right on the basis 
of the previous agreement between the Joint Distribution Committee 
and the United Palestine Appeal to state locally how the funds 
should be divided. 

Mr. Lipsky and Dr. Goldstein did not seem favorably 
disposed to the idea of an allocations committee. They felt it 
would be much more advantageous to leave the decision to the 
local communities. 

Considering the fact that men like Sam Goldsmith, 
Edmund Kaufmann and Henry Monsky expressed the conviction that 
the Joint Distribution Committee would be harming both itself 
and the community by stepping out of the Welf&re Funds, any 
intention that the Joint Distribution Committee may have had to 
conduct a separate campaign seems doomed to failure. 

I am wondering whether you have heard directly in 
Cleveland in reply to the letter that you sent to Rabbi Jonah 
Wise asking him formally and officially for a meeting between 
representatives of the United Palestine Appeal and Joint Distribu­
tion Committee to discuss the 1939 campaign. No reply has been 
received in this office. I attach herewith a copy of the letter. 
I think that the record of this letter is important because there 
may be some who may find it difficult to believe that after two 
successive attempts on your part to discuss the matter, no response 
was forthcoming from the Joint Distribution Committee. 

Attached herewith is material that was recently compiled 
to show how much of Welfare Fund income was set aside for overseas 
purposes. 

If the Board of the Council feels that some agreement 
should be arrived at between the Joint Distribution Committee and 
the United Palestine Appeal, and acts so as to make impossible the 
departure of the Joint Distribution Committee from the Welfare 
Fund structure, perhaps a program along the following lines could 
be worked out: 

(1) Representatives of the Joint Distribution Committee, the 
United Palestine Appeal and of a selected group of leaders 
of Welfare Fund communities to meet soon for the purpose of 
determining a total goal which American Jewry ought to be 
called upon to provide in 1939. 

(2) Either recommend or suggest to the meeting referred to above 
the necessity on the part of each Welfare Fund, because of 
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the grave emergency situation and regardless of local 
problems and needs, to set aside for the year 1939 a 
minimum of 65% of the funds raised for overseas purposes. 

(3) The Joint Distribution Committee, United Palestine Appeal and 
Council to work out a program of cooperative relationship and 
activity that will serve two purposes: 

A. Make available to key communities, which do not have such 
leadership, competent and experienced campaign directors who 
can enable these communities to raise the amounts which the 
local wealth justified. 

B. Eliminate some part of the duplication and overlapping 
that are responsible for unnecessary expenditures and that 
often irritate the smaller communities. As an example of 
what I have in mind I refer to the action of the United Pal­
estine Appeal in sending to Schenectady to conduct its 1938 
campaign one of our field directors who is to stay on the 
spot for three or four weeks to enable the community to raise 
three times what it did in 1937. We cannot do this for all 
the communities that need such help, but if the Joint Dis­
tribution Committee and United Palestine Appeal could agree 
to protect each others interests in certain areas or in 
certain communities, the visit of one man should be suf­
ficient to cover the needs of overseas purposes. 

(4) The Joint Distribution Committee), United Palestine Appeal and 
representatives of the Welfare Funds to consider a program 
of interrelated propaganda in all its phases that will arouse 
the co1mtry to a consciousness of the larger amounts needs 
and of the means to get such sums. Since all three groups 
must benefit from the results of such a campaign it would 
be a duplication of expenditure for each to attempt a 
large-scale campaign of this nature on its own. 

I am terribly sorry that I could not come to 
Pittsburgh, for I felt that I would make a number of valuable 
contacts, but since Lurie felt the way he did, and of course 
quite justifiably from his point of view, I could do nothing 
about it. 

HM:FE 

Henry Montor 
Executive Director 
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October 14, 1938 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Schenley 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Attached herewith is a copy of a 
statement that was prepared at the request of 
Miss Blanche Renard of the Council of Federations 
and Welfare Funds, indicating the manner in which 
funds have been raised by and for the United 
Palestine Appeal. 

We have included under the item 
Welfare Funds many communities which are not 
members of the Council but which are nevertheless 
deemed to be Welfare Funds by the local communities. 

HM.SB 

Cordially yours, 

Henry Montor 
Executive Director 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
'- OF THE COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS 

IN PITTSBURGH, PA., SATURDAY & SUNDAY, OCT. 15-16, 1938 

Present: William J. Shroder, presiding 

Samuel Goldhamer 
Samuel A. Goldsmith 
Mrs. Sieg. Herzog 
Sidney HolJ.ander 
Elias Mayer 

Charles Rosenbloom 
William Rosenwald 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Joseph Willen 
Henry Wineman 

Visitors: Louis Caplan . 
Edgar J. Kaufmann 
Maurice Taylor 

Staff: H.L. Lurie 
G, W. Ra bin off 

(The reports and memoranda referred to in these minutes, prepared by the committees 
and staff', were distributed at the meeting. The folder of reports is filed as a 
supplement to these minutes.) 

1. MINUTES 

Minutes of the previous meeting of the Board of Directors in New York on 
April 23, 1938 were summarized by MR. LURIE. 

2. STAFF REPORT ON COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

A report on the activities of the Council from April through September 
1938 stated that 25 new member agencies have joined the Council since January and 
that every city of substantial Jewish population in the United States is affiliated 
with the Council. The report mentioned the increased amounts which welfare funds 
had raised in the 1938 spring campaigns, the organization of the General Council 
for Jewish Rights by the four national agencies in the civic-protective field and 
the increasingly complicated problems on finance and organization in the federation 
field. 

Council field service has been extended, according to the report, although 
a restricted budget has compelled a thinner spread of that service "than is desir­
able for the maintenance of a close working accord with the communities." The 
Council's regional conferences, it was stated, are bringing together community lead­
ership on an extending basis and are concentrating more effectively on influencing 
the work and policies of the member communities. 

In the field of "national Jewish problems," the report noted completion of 
the current series of reports on the financial experience and budgets of the major 
national and overseas agencies and the publication of a sum.~ary of this experience; 
completion of the special study of the tuberculosis field and its pending considera­
tion by the Joint Corrunittee which authorized it; and the initiation of a study on 
the scope and inclusiveness of welfare funds. The field staff of the Council, it 
was reported, was particularly active in assisting local organization for refugee 
work. 
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3. COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL JEWISH PROBLEMS 

a. JDC - UFA 

A statement on 11 1939 Welfare Fund Campaigns and Overseas Needs" was dis­
tributed to the Board members. Local welfare funds and joint appeals for the sup­
port of national and overseas causes are now established in 145 communities, includ­
ing every one of the larger cities except New York, the statement disclosed. Wel­
fare funds "had demonstrated their stability" and have shown striking success in 
increased goals and campaign results during the last two or three years, it was 
asserted. Questions, however, have been raised, according to the statement, as to 
whether inclusion in welfare funds is productive of the maximum results for the JDC. 
The suggestion "that a separate campaign apart from inclusion in welfare funds might 
be a ws.y out and would make available larger funds than could be secured through 
continued participation in local welfare funds," had been the subject of discussion 
at a national and ct several regional meetings held by the JDC, it was stated. 

The proportion of welfare fund appropriations going to overseas work rose 
from 47.2 in 1935 to 57.3 in 1937, it was reported in the memorandum. In view of 
the emergency needs that would have to be met in 1939, the statement continued, the 
Boa rd vrnuld have to consider carefully the methods by which local communities could 
best raise the additional funds required. 

MR. LURIE read a letter from Ira M. Younker, chainnan of the Committee on 
National Jewish Problems, making the following recormnendations: 

First, that the Board go on record that "it looks with disfavor upon any 
attempt by any money raising group which would disrupt welfare fund organizations in 
the U .S. 11 and that "inasumch as welfc.re funds are the expressions of more than 100 
local communities for money raising purpose s, all needs of normal or emergency char­
acter should be met within this framework. 11 

Second, That the Board ask each welfare fund to appoint o special delegate 
to the General Assembly in 1939 to present the point of view of his corrmunity so 
that a fonnal basis on the thinking of the majority of cormnunities may be worked 
out to meet present day needs. 

MR. ROSENWALD objected to the statement in the memorandum that JDC leaders 
had indicated that "a separate campaign apart from inclusion in welfare funds might 

e a way out." MR. SHRODER stated that he construed remarks of delegates at the 
ecent JDC regional conference in Indianapolis as suggestions that the JDC "go out 

1 nd raise funds itself." MR. ROSElJTT.ALD, however, asserted that the JDC has continu-
elly expressed itself as being desirous of working with communities "in whate ver way 
they raise their funds." The JDC believes that it should have secured a greater 
proportion of the funds than they did obtain, he said, but it has not discussed n.ny 
attempt "to pull out of welfare funds or disrupt them. 11 

MR. GOLDSMITH asserted that if the JDC would declare that it believed in 
the welfare fund method of raising money and wz.s seeking only to obtain as much 
money us it could through the welfare fund mechanism, that would be "the most peace­
producing suggestion it could make." MR. SHRODER informed the Board that he was 
being invited by the JDC to discuss with a group of welfare fund leaders how the 
amount which the JDC needs can be obtained through welfare funds. MR. LURIE ex­
plained that the JDC feels that the a ppeal in welfare fund cities is made chiefly o~ 
the basis of overseas distress but that the JDC gets only a small proportion of the 
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could not be raised for overseas causes 
miscellaneous causes. 

question was being rnised whether more money/ 
if they were not in conjunction with many _j 

MR. WILLEN asserted that the JDC had not done any better in New York with­
out a welfare fund than in welfare fund cities. MR. HOLI.ANDER remarked that the 
surface has hardly been scratched either in New York or outside of New York and that 
"there is nothing here to show that when you do scratch the surface you won't gain 
just as much as by remaining in the welfare fund movement as by pulling out," 

In considering the proportion of funds going to overseas work, MR. SHRODER 
and MR. GOLDSMITH suggested funds spent for refui;ee work in the United States should 
be added to the overseas figure, since it is essentially a part of the same problem. 

MR. :7ILLEN and MR. SHRODER pointed out that the fundamental question was 
whether or not the welfare fund technique was the best way of raising the largest sum 
for overseas and MR. SHRODBR added that it is also important to know whether the or­
ganized welfare fund cities, even if some other method to raise a larger sum of mone y 
were found, would be willing to abandon their present organization. MRS. HERZOG 
wanted to know whether the problem arose through dis satisfaction of c anmuni ties wi t}1 

the welfare fund method or dissatisfaction of agencies participating in the local 
funds. ¥JR.. HOLLANDER suggested that tl1e group go on record as fuvoring the vrelfare 
fund form of organization as the most effective for both local and overseas needs 
but that all possible assistance should be given in improving the techniques thus fer 
evolved for fund raising. MR. MA.YER and MR. GOLDSMITH mentioned proposcls which 
have been mnde to seek special emergency budgets over ond above the regular mainten­
ance budgets of the leading oversees_ agencies. 

MR. N.IAYER asked whether the Council could not inform its members that it 
approves or disapproves of certain expenditures or fund-raising methods of individ­
ual agencies. MR. LURIE informed the Board that some welfare funds which do not 
have facilities for careful budgetary studies of their own have been asking for the 
establishment of a national policy which they could adopt in their communities. 

(\ lack of experience of small communities in thinking things through was by developing U
rn. GOLDSMITH felt that this was a~dangerous procedure and that the way to remedy the 

~ the Council I s field service more intensively to assist them in their local decisions • 

MR. WILLEN maintained that the failure of welfare fund cities and New 
York to meet JDC and UPA hopes was due to the fact that these agencies had left 
people unresponsive. He said tha t "neither national agency has shown the semblance 
of a plan" ar.d that this lack of progra.rn explains the failure to arouse the .American 
cornmuni ty. 

MR. GOLDHAMER proposed that the overseas agencies be permitted to make 
special appeals to certain individuals in each community for contributions for a 
large national emergency fund apart from the welfure funds and that the Council 
might interest itself in such on effort. MR. SHRODER wurned that in seeking to meet 
the overs,rns emergency, the Council should not lose sight of the "continuous r1.eces­
sity for community organizution here in .Americc.." He opposed the development of the 
Council into a money-rnising orgnnizGtion. 

DR. SILVER concluded tho first discussion with a statement that u great 
deol of dcbute hud been going on about the ratio between JDC and UPA when the im­
portant task wus to rc.ise many more millions of dollars for both agencies. 
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"If we had agreed last year, 11 he said, "to accept 70-30 instead of 60-40, 
JDC would have gotten.$300,000 more and UPA that much less, and over that insig­
nificant amount so much debate has been going on, when what we needed vms five and 
ten million dollars. Energy was spent on 2 percent of the problem, and 98 percent 
was overlooked. Our perspective on the problem has been shifted this year. The kind 
of giving needed is the kind people did in the early twenties. 

11 1 am in full agreement with Mr. Shroder as to the importance of building 
up community life. This agency has helped to a large extent. The launching of com­
petitive campaigps by JDC and UPA is undesirable. 

"It is also clear in my mind that within the framework of the giving of the 
last few years, the overseas agencies did not receive all thut they require. A 
definite appeal to wealthy people for a supplementary fund could follow the reg,ular 
welfare fund cmnpaigns. If three or four hundred Jews were invited by President 
Roosevelt to meet in Washington with him, and Myron Taylor would present the case, 
that kind of uppeul would pull up to u different level the entire business of giving 
among our Jews in the United States. I think it con be done. 

"If ten million dollc.rs can be raised in the United Stotes, the question 
of percentages to JDC and UPA become s irrelevunt. The key to the situation is not 
percentage. Palestine is being built by money and not by ratios. When a program is 
built up for giving, ratios can be decided with little difficulty." 

When the discussion was resumed later, MR. GOLDHAMER presented the possi­
bility of the demand which may be made upon persons in America for a substantial sum 
of money to support some constructive effort for refugees that might grow out of the 
Intergovernmental Committee for Refugees directed by Mr . George Rublee (Taylor Com­
mittee). He felt that an emergency need of this sort might be met by increasing 
greatly the quotas of welfare funds. MR. SHRODER suggested three possibilities in 
such a situation, 

1. A double barrelled quota in a single cempnign 

2. An extra campaign 

3. The suggestion that every dollar contributed to the welfare fund 
above the previous year's total should go to overseas onuses -
on experiment being tried in Cincinnati this year. 

DR. SILVER felt that the one v.oy to raise large sums of money for n cc.m.­
puign such os the Near Ec.st Relief Drive of the ellrly twenties, would be o non ­
sectoriun oppeal under government auspices. The TLylor Committee, he suggested, 
could use the mnchinery of the JDC ond UPA in its refugee work. MR. MAYER scid that 
if the government hod anything to do with it~ it would hcve to be o non-sectoricm 
appeal. DR. SILVER pointed out that no program of refugee oid through the TQylor 
Committee could be decided upon until thnt group announced its u1tentions. 

MR . LURIE asserted that the importont question ct the moment i,ms whether 
or not the plons for overseas cv.mpuigns would be coordinnted for 1939 ::md csked 
whether c.ny steps hc.d yet been token tov;c.rd thct end . DR. SILVER stated that r.s --.., 
chninnon of the UPA, he hod written to Dr. Jonah Wise , choinnon of the JDC cnmpcigp, 
to request that o dote be sot for n preliminary conference between tho UPA ond the 
JDC. He said that there hud boen no discussion os yet between tho two orgc.nizctions j 
with reference to the 1939 campaign. 
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When the subject was brought up age.in at the closing session of the rooet­
ing - the next day, MR. LURIE presented a statement summarizing the previous dis­
cussion. The statement pointed to the need f'or obtaining increased funds, for 
coordinating the activities of the agencies and for influencing local welfare funds 
to take into consideration the emergency requirements of overseas work. He stressed 
the desirability of obtaining these increased sums through the existing loca 1 organ­
izations for joint financing. 

DR. SILVER asserted that he was in hearty agreement with the entire state­
ment, except for minor changes in wording. MR. ROSENWALD said that some of the 
language used was inadvisable. He asserted that the Council could cello.borate most 
usefully with tm agencies if it provided more factual information than it had thus 
far. i\JR.. SHRODER and MR. WINEMAN declc.red that it was not tho Council's business] 
to establish any agreement between oversoo.s agencies, but merely to see that some 
agreement is fucilitated betV1een the interested purties und then to inform local 
communities of the situation to help them in making their decisions loco.Hy. 

The present state of negotiations between the UFA and JDC was then token 
up in detc, il. DR. SILVER sto.ted thct he wns wni ting to hear from the JDC for o.n 
appointment so that the two ugencies could rec.ch o.n agreement among themselves. 
He said he had made two requests for such a meeting but had not ;ret been ans"M3red. 
~m. ROSENi/1/"ALD informed that at a meeting of the Plan and Scope Committee of the 
JDC on September 18, it was decided to appoint a ·committee representing the commun­
ities to obtain their viewpoint on the forthcoming campaign. 

MR. WINEMAN called upon Mr. Cc.plo.n who had served as chairman of the JDC 
meeting at v1hich this E\ction was taken, to explain what the procedure of this 
committee would be. MR. CAPT.AN said that as he understood it, the corrnnittee was 
not formed to obtain community viewpoints since these were olready stated at the 
New York meeting. The consensus of opinion there, he saidJ was that so.ne agreement 
"should be arrived nt after due consideration of all the facts. 11 The committee, he 
believed, vros to do the foot-finding in this situation to discover the needs of the 
several organizations functioning in the field of overseas relief and to recommend 
the best methods of raising the sums required to meet thesa needs. On the basis of 
the facts discovered by this committoo, MR. CAPLAN concluded, "if the two orgoniu,­
tions come to an agreement, well und good; if not, statement of those fucts could be 
submitted for guide.nee to vo rious communities, so that even if they hove L joint 
drive, the various communities can decide for themselves how the proceeds shall be 
distributed." 

DR. SILVER asked, when the committee was to meet. "After the middle of 
November," he was told. 

DR. SILVER: Isn't that pretty late? How are you going to get fects about the en­
tire overseas situation without calling in the UPA? 

MR. CAPIAN: That question was asked ut the meeting, e.nd it may be that the UPi, will 
be called in. 

DR. SILVER: Why shouldn't it be a joint meeting for finding factsi 

MR. CAPIJ\N: The Committee may ask for that. 

DR. SILVER: This is the first I have heard about this action, and this lack of mut­
uality is the thing most to be deprecated in this situation. And I 
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speak this with utter franlmess and fairness. This putting one organi­
zation on one side of the table and another on the other side, getting 
the whole situation set, and then perhaps calling in UPA, is not the 
proper way to proceed. 

MR. CAPLAN': If Dr. Silver had been present at the New York rooeting, he would have 
understood that the situation is exactly the opposite of what he fears. 
There seems to be a unanjmous feeling throughout the country that there 
should be cooperation. The committee wus not appointed to decide any­
thing, but to determine n method of investigation. If the committee 
should recommend to the Plun and Scope Committee that this be consid­
ered, that will probably happen. 

DR. SILVER: Meanwhile, the UPA has been left in the dark. Communities write to 
ask us what wee.re doing, and we say we haven't had a conference. 

MR. HOLLANDER:It seems to me from what I gather that you in your group are consider­
ing your present and future plans, not definitely, but certainly in 
general, as to what your needs are, and what you would liko to do next 
year, and you do that within your own group without calling in the 8RP• 
After that, it seems I can't say there should be any criticism becKuse/ 
agency isn't in the preliminary.••. 

DR. SILVER: That isn't my criticism. JDC can do anything it wants to do, but after 
all here ure tv,o national organizations working in overseas relief, 
and we are getting close to the 1939 campaign. We wunt to know where 
vm nre. 

MRS. HER.ZOO: It seems to me that the missing link is the fc.ct that Dr. Silver asked 
the JDC when they could meet, and the JDC hasn't told the UPA anything. 

MR. GOLDSMITH:This discussion on the part of Jlil11·. Capl&n, Dr. Silver end t:r. Rosen­
Ymld emphasizes rather than detracts from steps in the memorandum that 
Mr. Lurie read. Our interest is not with JDC or UPA but with the 
united community, and we should as rapidly o.s possible apprise -- if 
thGt becomes the opinion of this Board by resolution -- our communities 
of these steps that you outline in your memorandum. 

MR, SHRODER: Wouldn 1 t it be sufficient for purpose of action today if we advised our 
constituents that we believe that both emergent end permcnent needs 
should be met within the framework of the community organization and 
thnt we simply advise the agencies involved, however mnny we mny think 
they ore, thut wo consider it desirable thnt an ogreeroont '.:lnd under­
standing be reached between the agencies, and that if we are invi tod wo 
ere willing to lend our offort::i townrd helping them o.chieve such nn 
cgroemont? 

MR. GOLDSMITH:Add thnt only in this wr..y wo bo lieve n maximum amount of funds can 
be produced. 

MR. MAYER: In connection with the last clause of the present memorandum, relating 
to the program at the General i,.ssembly, add that, if various agencies 
reach a basis of cooperation, we're making that the subject of 
discussion at the General Assembly and would like to have such an 
agreement reached in time to discuss it at the Assembly. 



L '.J 

MR . SHRO DER: I don't t hink it is ne cessary t o take the position that anybo dy wants 
to do this outside the framework of the community organization. Mr. 
Rose nv.rald's objection is well taken. 

After assertin g t hat Rabbi Silver's leadership of the UFA "has been a 
gr ea t step forward in understanding and breadth," MR. ROSENWALD declared that the 
att itude of the Council in saying that it wants an agreement but doos not care what 
the ag r eement is, i s "very un fair, t1 an d an "evasion of responsibility." The 
Council "must fuce the f ac t, t1 he s a id, "tha t if it says e.n agreement must be rea ched, 
it carries with it on obligo tion to see that an equitable agr eemen t is r ea c he d on 
the basi s of the work done." 

UR . HOLLANDER wanted to know how any de cision as to the equ ity of the 
agr eement could be made without on intensive study and eva luation of the service s of 
a ll the agencies i nvolve d in the ogreemen t. MR . ROSENWALD said thnt e ll the com­
munity l ende rs a t the JDC confe ren ce were unanimous in f ee lin g t ha t in the li ght o_._' 
present c onditions in Europe and Palestine, the 60-40 arrangement was inequitable. 

MR . MAYER sugge sted that Rabbi Silver's proposal for a joint meeting be 
adopte d by the JDC so that an ag reement mi ght be reached, and that the Council, in 
acco rdance with the resolution passed, offe r its s e rvices f or a r bitrati on i n case 
an ag r eement is not a ttained. After furthe r discussion, t he wo rd " fni r 11 w1=-. s to be 
inse rte d i n the resoluti on to r ead , "in r ea ching D fair ag re emen t." 

The motion put forth by n:IR. SHRODER wa s then a dopted and he wns asked to 
phr ase it in the form of a r e soluti on . The r e solution follows: 

" The nee d o f vns tly i n c r ea s e d A.'1le rican inte r e st end support of agencie s 
engcge d in mee t i n g ne e ds a rising fr om ove r seas situntions nnd t he new 
eme r gen cy conditions we r e discusse d b y the Boa rd of Dire ctors of the 
Council of Jewish Fede r a tions nnd We l fo r e Funds o. t its meeting in Pitts ­
bur gh on Octobe r 15th c.nd 16th. The following wu s adopt e d n s the belie fs 
and position of the Cou.n.cil:-

" The grave situation into which t he Jewish populat i ons a b roa d are be i n g 
f orced, calls f or greatly en l a r ged and inten sified efforts and unusual 
increa ses i.n the fund s re quired. The Boa rd believes that the communities 
are prepa r ed t o as sume thei r pr ope r sha r e of r e s ponsibility to mee t eme r­
gency a s well as pe rmanent needs within the framewo rk of t hei r e stablishe d 
community or gan iz a tion s and thn t the se ne e ds s hould be so me t. 

"The Board of the Cou.n.ci l suggests to t he u'"DC, t he UPA, and to such othe r 
basic agenc i e s active in meeting t he ove rseas situa tion ns it may be de­
sirable to include, t hut they r ea ch a fai r unde rstanding and agr eement 
with r e f e r en ce to the nee ds and goD- ls tha t the Ame rican Jewish public 
wilJ. be ca lle d upon t o support. 

"In t he process of de ve loping an agr eement on nee ds nnd goals between the 
severa l a gencies concerned, the Council will l end i t s efforts in r eachi ng 
a fa ir agreement, if i t s participation is re quested. 

"It is t he opinion of the Boa rd of the Coun cil t hat only t h r ough the de­
ve lopmen t of such coope r ative effort and such unde rstanding can t he maxi- · 
mum f unds be secured." 
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b. General Council for Jewish Rights 

MR. LURIE informed the Board that the General Council for Jewish Rights 
had appointed a sub-committee headed by Mr. Edward S. Greenbaum of New York, to con­
sider the methods by which the local corrmunity might cooperate actively in the na­
tional program of the new Council. One of the important considerations, he said, 
was the fact that at least 20 community councils which now exist in various parts 
of the country, are already active locally to some extent in the civic-protective 
field, and at least 15 other cities are considering the establishment of such com­
munity-wide agencies. 

The Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds thus far, MR. LURIE 
said, has considered community councils as experimental. The Council of Jewish Fed­
erations and Welfare Funds has, he said, not attempted to serve the local community 
councils with material or advice in the civic-protective field, but has confined 
itself to providing services to aid them in their organization und financial efforts. 
MR. LURIE posed two questions before the Boe.rd: 

1. Shall the Council toke an active role in organizing und helping 
to stimulate the work of community councils? 

2. What kind of relntionship shall the Bourd work out v1ith the 
General Council for Jewish Rights~ 

MR. KAUFMANN, chainnan of the General Council for Jewish Rights, suggested 
that the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds actively foster the organi­
zation of community councils throughout the country. and that the Board offer sug­
gestions to Mr. Greenbaum 1 s committee, as to the best methods of developing local 
programs in the ci vie-protective field. 

DR. SILVER asked whether the General Council was contemplating a reorgani­
zation to become c body representing and drawing its authority from local councils 
instead of continuing as un association of four national agencies. MR. KAUFMANN ex­
plained that the General Council was not considering any such ch~nge. He suggested 
thut the Council of Jewish Federntions c.nd Welfure Funds might become o coordinating 
body for local councils, and act as a liaison between them and the General Council. 

MR. GOLDSMITH asked why an intermediate agency was required. MR. KAUFW.iANN 
replied that the General Council does not have as much experience in the local 
fields as do the representatives of loccl organizations themselves. 

MR. WINEMAN declared that the development of local community councils is 
within the field of operations of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, 
and that "there is no reason why, if we had additional money, we couldn't specialize 
or expand in that field." MR. MAYER usked whether financial support of the local 
program of civic-protective activities vmuld come from the local welfare funds or J 
from the new national body. DR. SILVER called attention to the possible development 
in this way of two riw.l organizations -- one representing the national agencies and 
the other, the locol communities. 

MR . SHRODER felt thut it would be unwise for the Council of Jewish Federa­
tions and Welfare Funds to be directly represented in the General Council as a 
member agency, but approved some indirect ar re.ngement whereby the Council of Jewish 
Federations and Welfare Funds would foster the growth of local councils wherever 
they may be needed. MR. V'TILLEN asserted that Mr . Kaufmann was asking the Council to 
hurry the process of local organization which it was already performing. 
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:WJt . LURIE explained tha t civic-protective work by the national agencies is 
being hampered by the lac k o f local r e pre sentative bodie s to carry on local programs 
in this field. MR. MAYER doubted whether local councils s hould be s e t up "in com­
munities whe re there is no problem ." MR . SHRODER said that if community councils ] 
were to be c ome part of a national program-making group, they would be assu."lling 
gr ea ter authority than the community might want to give them. Inste ad of creating 
loca l harmony, he warned, this p rocess mi ght develop disco rd because the local 
gr oup that is outvoted on any issue will never stand for the dictation of t he major­
ity. 

M"R. GOLDSMITH caut ione d against trying "to load on this Council eve ry 
pr ob l em whi ch c onfronts Ame rican Jews." It has been working f o r years to coo r d inate 
the limited fie ld of philanthropy, he said, and it is still f o r from pe rfect. The 
Counc il should not turn a dea f ear to any useful proposa l, he sa id, but neither 
shou l d i t unde rta ke o task which it is not pre pare d to cc rry through. The Counco· 1 
has on l y o. ce rta in a dmin istra tive functi on, he declure d, and that is to offer its 
good offices to b oth national and l ocal agencies and let the initiative come from 
either one or t he other. 

MRS. HERZOG asked why Council field r epresentatives could not suggest t h.at 
cornmuni ties or gan ize thems e lve s on a representative basis. MR . GO LDSMITH re plied 
tha t the Council has been d oing tha t for years. 

MR. SlIIDIER pose d the question in this way: "If we had the means, would we 
like t o intensify the promoti on of c ommuni t y c ouncils?" MR. GOLDSMITH amended the 
question to urr we had money, would we r e spond to re que sts fr om c ommunitie s for the 
f or mat ion of councils?" 

MR. LURIE, MR . HOLLANDER and MR. GOLDSMITH a gr ee d thnt the Council wa s not 
an agency t o develop civic-protective or defense activities itse lf, but could he l p 
lo ca 1 commu.ni tie s to organi ze t o me e t t heir pa rticula r problems. MR. HOLLANDER 
emphasized the ne e d f or di scove ring wha t each corrrnunity f e l t was most desirab l e , be­
fo r e unde rtaking to help organize it a long a ny p r e -conceive d line s. 

The Boa rd a ppointe d Dr. Si l ve r, Mr. Goldsmith und Mr. Lurie to formuJ.ote 
a r e s olution stat ing t he Boa rd' s position on this ma t te r. 

At a l a t e r se ssion, MR. GOLDSMITl~ on be half of the s ub-corrmittee , read a 
draft r e s olution . Slight change s in wording we r e sugge sted and a pp r ove d. The fol-
l owing r e solution was then adopted, / 

"It is the con sensus of op i n i on of the Boa rd of t he Counc il of Jewish Fed­
era t i ons and We lfare Funds t hat upon formal re ques t of the General Coun­
cil fo r Jewish Ri ghts, the s ta ff of the Counc il o f Jewish Federations and 
Yife l fare Funds be i ns tructe d v:ith due re ga rd to a va i lab l e funds and cur r ent 
obli ga tions and p rogr am, t o deve lop furthe r the p ro gr am o f ass istance and 
guidance t o Jewish communitie s in the e stablishment of r e presentative 
loca l c oun c il s or such othe r forms of corrnmmity organi za tion a s t he local 
corrrnuni ty may desire and o s a r e de si gned to mee t their ind ividual needs. 11 
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c. 'Ihe Natione. l Coo rd inc ting Comrni ttoe 

MR. LURIE reported that adequate information on the finances of the Na­
tional Coordinating Committee for Aid to Refugees and Emigrants Coming From Gennany, 
and on the relationships existing between the organizations constituting that Com­
mittee, had not· yet been received by the Council . Therefore, he said, no detailed 
report on the work of the NCC had gone out to member agencies, as had been re­
quested by the Board at its April meeting. In the meantime, however, he reported, 
the field representatives of the Council have been cooperating regionally and 
locally in the work of the NCC. 

MR . ROSENWALD explained the emergency situation which the NCC is facing. 
DR. SILVER, MR. SHRODER and MR. ROSENBLOOM pointed to the need for clarifying the 
relationships existing between the various constituents of the NCC as well as betwem 
the NCC and iocal refugee activities . MR. ROSENWALD indicated that the information 
required by the Council would be made available as soon as possible . 

d . TB Study 

MR. LURIE reported that the study of the national ins ti tut ions for the 
Jewish tuberculous, sponsored by the Joint Study Committee composed of representa­
tives of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds and the Council of 
National Jewish Agencies , was completed in August and distributed to members of the 
Comni ttee, who were scheduled to consider the study on October 29th. Out of the 
survey, MR. LURIE stated, should come a better organized method of financing the 
agencies. The suggestion will be :made, he said, that welfare funds might support 
the four or five national institutions in this field through one allocation to a 
central fund. 

MR. GOLDSMITH suggested that since this is the first study of this type to 
be made in any Jewish social welfare field in this country, the Boa rd should have 
opportunity to understand the recommendations involved and to pass on them. MR. 
LURIE explained that the report in its present form does not include full reco:rrnnen­
dations, which would have to be agreed upon by both groups represented in the Joint 
Study Committee before they were adopted. MR. V .. .i\.YER proposed that as soon as possi­
ble the study be submitted to the Board members to give them an opportunity to sug­
gest recommendations and submit them to the Council office. MR. ROSENVV-.ALD empha­
sized that the report being distributed was the work of the Committee, but had not 
yet been approved by the Board of the Council . It was agreed that any recom!Ilenda­
tions to be made on behalf of the Council would have to receive the approval of tre 
Boo.rd . 

e . Vaad Leumi Plan 

MR. RABINOFF related the developments thus far in the joint project of the 
Council and the Social Service Dapartment of the Ve.ad Leumi in Palestine for tho 
investigation of old line Palestinian institutions and for the coordinated trans­
mission of funds from American welfare funds to them. Late reports from Miss Szold 
showed that eight welfare funds have taken advantage of the new method of trans­
mission of funds and that the plan seems to be working out st.,tisfactorily. Twenty­
four reports on the activities ond finances of institutions appeo.ling to American 
welfare funds hove already been received, he stated. The chief difficulty now, he 
declared, is the opposition which has been created among the institutions themselves 
to the plan and the failure of the Chief Rabbinate so far to join the advisory 
committee set uu to supervise the distribution of funds. There are indications, 
however, MR. RABINOFF said, that this opposition is now yielding somewhat, since 
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t he distribution of $2,825 to t he va rious institutions through the Van d Leumi plan. 

MR. ROSENBLOOM reported that Miss Henrietta Szold, head o f the Va.a d Leumi 
Social Service Department, had informe d him recently that Chie f Rn bbi He rzog orig­
i nally a ccept e d the invitation to join the committee and then, through pressure of 
several of the Palestine institutions, was forced to withdraw. Miss Szold, he said, 
f e lt that if she had a large enough sum of money t.o distribute to the institutions, 
most of the Pale stine agencie s would overcome their objections to the p lan. 

f. Evaluative Reports on National and Overseas .Agencies 

MR. ROSE:NWALD brought up the problem of developing more adequate r e ports 
on the a ct ivities and financial experience of the major national and ove rse as 
a gencie s. MR. LURIE explained that there are two difficulties in the v,ray of de­
ve lopin g mor e thorough infonnati on: 1. The lack of funds for a surve y s t aff; 2 . 
The fa ct tlw.t the agencie s themselves are n ot ready for a qua litative study of the ir 
ovm activitie s largely beca use their own a dministrative reports are still very prim­
itive . Ono possible vro.y to improve the situi. ti on , he said, is to provide an addi­
tion0. l s t uff member for the Council's Comnittee on National Jewish Problems. 

l\.ffi . GOLDSMITH sugge ste d t hat we lfare funds m~ght be willing to set aside 
a ce rtain small percentage of the amount they g ive to each agency in a reserve fund 
which would go toward the national cost of surveying the work of that particular] 
a gency . DR. SILVER declared that t he UPA would be glad to cooperate in t he pre­
pa ration of t he mos t detailed re ports on the activitie s which it was supporting or 
would contri bute to a special fund t hrough which such studie s could b e mn de. 

MR . HOLIANDER sugge sted that it might be possible to d o for the agencies 
in the ove rsea s fie ld and for several of the important nationa l a gencie s what was 
done with the group of TB institutions through t he Joint Study Committee . He pro­
pose d t he e stablishment of joint groups representing both the Council a nd t he 
a gencies i n ea ch particular fie ld "to study the gene ral plan and sco pe o.nd to 
e valuate the entire work that has b een done. 11 

The Board decided that t he staff should prepare a p l a n for suc h rep orts 
which will enable we lfare funds t o judge t he e fficacy of and the need for t he acti­
vitie s of the individual agencie s a ppea ling for support e.nd pre sent this p l a n to 
the Board, membe r a gen cie s and the nationa l organiz~tions involved. 

4. 1 939 GE:N"ERAL ASSEMBLY 

a. Time an d Place 

MR. LURIE presented an invita tion from Baltimore for the Gen e r a l Assembly 
of the Council to meet in that city in Jan uary. The Board accepted the invitation 
and set January 21, 22 and 23, 1939 e.s the dates. 

b . Program 

MR. MAYER, as chai. nnan of the Program Committee for t he 193 9 General 
As s emb l y , presented a memo randum on the program and a dige st of r e plie s which he 
r e ce ived in answe r to a r equest f or sugge stions on the drafte d program. The Pro­
gram Committee 's p l a n cal led f or two gene r a l se ssions open to the public, with t he 
r e st of the time devote d to busine ss s e ssi ons at which imp ort an t questi on s o f f e d­
eration and we lfare fund policy c ould be discusse d and acted upon . Atten da n ce , 



according to the plan, would be limited to accredited delegates from member agencies 
who would be expected to present the viewpoints of their communities on the ques­
tions proposed but would not necessarily be bound on the action taken. 

MR. ROSENWALD and MR. GOLDSMITH felt that representatives of national agen­
cies have a vital interest in the discussion and should be invited to attend the 
sessions. MRS. HERZOG believed that 8.S many persons ;:;s each community could send 
should be allowed to attend but that votlng privileges be confined to accredited 
delegates. The Board approved the general plan of the Program Committee except for 
the limitation on attendance. 

5. NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

In the absence of Robert J. Koshland, chairman of the Nominating Committee, 
MR. WINEMAN reported in his behalf. Er. Shrode~ -was renominated by thG Comrnittee 
for the presidency, MR. WINEMAN stated, and the rest of the slcte of officers and 
ten Board members to be ele cted was still being considered. MR. SHRODER declined 
the nomination. In accordance ·with an alternative suggestion by the Nominating Com­
mittee, he said he was willing to accept nomination as chainnan of the Board, if 
this position were created in addition to that of president. 

MR. LURIE pointed out th~t according to the Council's by-laws, the Nomin­
ating Committee is empowered to present its slate of candidates directly to the 
General Assembly but that it must inform the member agencies of its decisions not 
less than 40 days before the Assembly, which in this case, would be December 10th. 

6. COUNCIL FINANCES 

A report on the state of Council finances was distributed to the Board 
members. It shovred a probable deficit of $5,000 for 1938 in spite of increased 
support from member agencies. The New York Foundation had advised the Council when 
it made its 1938 grant of $20 ,000 that the 1939 appropriation would be reduced and 
that it would not exceed $10,000. MR . ROSEIDVALD announced that the Rosenwald Family 
Association had agreed to continue for the third year its offer of a grant up to 
$20,000 conditiono.l on the amount of the New York Foundation grant for 1939. Sev­
e ral members of the Board suggested that the Finance Committee approach individuals 
for contributions for 1939 since it wos not likely that member agency income could 
reach the budget required for that year. MRS. HERZOG suggested that some of the 
smaller foundations outside of New· York might be willing to mnk:B npproprio.tions. 

7. CHANGE IN BY-LAWS 

MR. SHRODER suggested that u change in the by-laws would be required to 
permit the plan which the Nominating Committee was considering for the di vision of 
the president's responsibility between two officers, c. president end a chairmon of 
the Board. 

MRS. HERZOG proposed that the General .Assembly be held biennially rather 
than annually, with the alternative years devoted to regional conferences. In 
order to consider these changes in the by-lc.ws, MR. SHRODER felt that the present 
by-laws might be reviewed in toto. A special committee, consisting of Mr. Mc.;y-e r 
and Charles A. Riegelman, w~s appointed to review the by-laws and make recommenda­
tions for che.ngo·s in time for action at the General .Assembly. 
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8 . CONVE NTION C.t.LERilAR 

MR. GOLDSMITH sugge ste d tha t the ma j or national ugencie s be r e que ste d to 
c oope r a t e with the Coun cil in the pub lication i n NOTES .A.ND NEWS of the da tes of 
nationa l c onfe r enc e s und similar mee tings which would comm.und o ttendunce of comm.unity 
l ea de rs. The Boa rd approve d the pr op osa l. 

9 . NEXT BOARD MEETING 

On the motion o f MR . MAYER, the pre sident wu s uuthorize d t o cu ll un 
odditionu l meeting of the Bou rd uroun d De cembe r 10th t o di s cuss t he ove r se a s s itua­
tion o.nd othe r mc tte rs befo r e the Council if he be lieve d such a mee ~ing wa s ne ce s­
sury. 

ADJOURNMENT 

11/7/38 
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Ir . ; en , ontor 
ni ted alP.·, tine A?· eal 

111 Fifth enue 
e ... o r' ', 11 . Y. 

t.1y d Mr . ,,,onto .: 

Octob r 18 , 9q8 

The Bo· rd eeting of t he Counc ·1 o ~ er a i on~ and 
ffelf r Funds · n Pittrr:· ... gh t:a "' quite ,,. sff:.ctory . The 
c; uesti -:m of overseas relief and the eh.tion,..hip h been the 
JDC an- t e UPA received lone nd c·· e ... 1 co d .. cerati 

ormal. r esolu i on, it · a~ ~cl· red t be t he s nse of 
t1at all c· a1gns or overse s r elief, 1 hether o~ 

B, 
e Council 

character or not, ::ho 1ld be conc!uct ed :-·ithin the :'r e., r< ~ 

relf..?.re funds . Th :e ~s such unanj_mou« r e · st nee t the 
t h ught of t _e JDC goin out on its t n t t its spokes,., 
the Bo- rd r.!eeting , .r. illiam Rose1 ·val d , m re t h n 
te te th,· t i is not nd never wa t e int n ion o~ the 

d th t . 

t " l t b·· c..ll :,ht t t i,.. ye•· '' s cam;>aign f'or over e s 
relief should b on an extr ordi n r J e~er ge c ~is; ten, f i ft en 
and t 1.ent~· { 111 n"' of doll r\ r s ·-;~re entioned . I rersed mo e 

an once durin~ the di cussi on for so~e c 1 n~tion fr . the 
JDC as to hy e ' h~ve so fr not replied to our inrl t ttion or 
a eeting. Rosen»ald finall stuted hrit the JDC had a ointed 
a commi tt e to evaluc.:. e t he ,rnrk 0 .1. overr~ 'D. rel · ef 
co .. ittee i ll e ort in . 1 ro'ability not befor e 
of ?love be • I cal.led ttentio to t he fact t hn uld 
h ve been a·;:nrised of such action and tha ..:. 
should • ave been r-i ven to us b: the JDC • or . -0 t . on· nf our joint 
meeting. Furt hermore , nd· c t ed it w uld PV b n f .r more 
hel ful i f "'UCh ,..n evuluh i on would be nde jointlJ' b r t e JDC 
and the UP . The f eolin a t t he Pittch gh meeting ·ae- definite y 
r r· endl to U"' nd t he ,o e wuc ;rpr "'Sed o, e n. t 
t · e JDC nd the UP would be abl e o come to a 
arrangement, nd t ut t he Council st~ nds ~ a~ 
be t ser ices . 
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Henr Montor -2- October 1, 1958 

Just ~rior to the conclus ·on of the m~etin s , o~en ald came up 
to me riv- tel a n a s _ ed me . ...,h ther t h PA would insi s t upon a 60-40 
r &tio. I then repeated to him what I s ta t ed a t the open meetings o the 
Counc 1, t ha.t t he matter of r c..t i os was t: e l eas important matter to be 
con°id red, th t if it i s l ann , foi- 1..5 · , .o 1 unch a ruly great 
emergency cam. i gn , f: a ' for en or fift een illion olbrs, a nd an 
tecnhique ·ould e em:,lo ·ed o insu e t he r aisin o a muc lar ger sum of 
mone , h ill find the OPA re'.sona ' le in t . e mat er of -ra t i.os. I to1 him 
t hat ur ork in Palestine, ju t as the rork o the JDC, i not financed b 

, but b ac ual money rais ed . 

I t i s I th u-h, ~hen a joint et i ng of he J C an~ the UPA i 
finally arranged, t o o fe .)ropoEal s uch as the foll owing: 
of t ~e fir s t _ive million olla r s r~i e · n the nitod St ttes r overseas 
relief, the r tio f 60-40 e~ains. This will insure us nt l east the 
amount which ;e raised in 1938 . Out of the second f ive million dollar s, 
the r tio would be 65-55; and o t o the l ast i ve million dol rs, 70-50. 
If fifteen million dollar s will ac uallj be ai~ed in~ e nited States, 
the UPA will receive five mi lion two hundred and fift~· thous d dollars 
which will be a nea t - um for Pal estine, no;.. l :> thr .e times ~·hr-i t ·~e will 
raise in l 58 . 

I did not, of curse , present any fi ures a t t e Pitt~burgh meeting . 
I submit t hes suggestions to ;rou so the you cnn di cuss t hem w1 th . i se, 
Lipsk and Gold tetn, 

Eve1"1 one was i n the da k as to i; he. t the T ylor Committee w s 
lanning to do. I s an ini te c r-i mpai ro;>ose 1 being considered by t his 

Committee? I ,ersonally avor a non- sectari r ve un e th auspic s of 
the Ta ·lor Committee wit h rope safegua rding f t he interests both of the 
JDC and the UPA. What should be avoided is an a ction on the part of the 
Taylor Committee vihich would authorize t e JDC to be i s exclusive earn. aign 
agenc in the United S ta. Thi would put the UPA in n embarra sing 
position. 

I m enclosing her e i th a letter hich I ecei v d :t'r::in1 }fr • . '<urt 
Peiser of Philadelphia. 

Please do not make a y luncheon arrangvment for me in ~c anton , Pa . 
I shall not have time ior it. 

I find it quite impossibl e t o go to ch nectady in November . In 
looking t hr o m cal endar, - find th~t I am to be out o he city at 
1 as t t wo days eac' eek t h t onth. 

Have we set the time for our UP.A Con f vrenoe in Washington? I 
recall the.t some da te ··ms mention d but I a iled to make a no e of it 
in m calendar. 
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Henry Montor -5-

Do you know that the convention of 
Congregations will be held Januar,' 16-20, 
and elfare Fund is plannin to hold its 
January 21 and 22? 

October 18, 1958 

the Union of Am rican Hebrew 
d that the Council of Federations 

convention in altimore on 

I could arrange to give Texas three days - February 28, arch land 2. 
Let me know if that is agreeable. 

I telegraphed Goldman laet raturday th t if you feel that you can be 
spared for the next two 1:1eeks, the UPA would release you to give :, our 
time to th emergency situation. f;y one reouest would be that your name 
should not be identified with raising money for the Z A Emergency Fund. 
Use other names in such solicitation. 

With all good ishes, I remain 

Vel'J cordially yo rs, 

AHS&BK 



UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
111 FIFTH AVENUE - .. -..... 

M MO AND M 

Date October 19, 1938 

To MEMBERS OF EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

From HENRY MONTOR 

Subject 
CONFIDENTIAL 

To report further on Emergency Committee activities: 

(1) J\.n article by Dr. Solomon Goldman, entitled II Law and Humanity: 

(2) 

(3) 

( 4) 

( 5) 

The Basis of Jewish Rights in Palestine" has been accepted by 
the March of Events section of the .American Weekly, which reaches 
over six million readers on Sunday. 

The National Council of Catholic Men addressed a letter to 
President Roosevelt, A copy of this is attached. 

A letter was addressed to the officers of Emergency Committees 
suggestirg that every person attending the mass meeting on 
October 23rd or thereafter, be asked to add his signature to a 
mass telegraph petition to President Roosevelt. A copy and the 
suggested draft are enQlosed, 

Attached herewith is copy of the ticket that has beenprepared 
for the mass meeting in New York City on November 2. Chicago 
and Boston have also arranged that their mass meetings shall be 
held on the same date. 

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ, through Dr. Samuel 
Cavert, has undertaken to address a message to the President. 
Copy should be available tomorrow. 

(6) In response to the telegrams that were addressed to Senators, 
Congressmen and Governors, asking them to add their names to a 
memorial petition to be presented to President Roosevelt, affirm­
ative responses have already bee n received from 49 Senators, 20 
Governors, and 146 Congressmen, 

(7) The legislatures of the state s of Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
have adopted resolutions as per copies attached. 
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October 19, 19:38 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

It was inevitable in the emergency excitement that I 
should have been swept up into the technical machinery dir­
ecting the various activities involved in the mobilization 
of public opinion. The work has naturally been centered in 
the Z.O.A. 

Late last week Dr. Goldman asked me to give of my time 
a little more extensively for the emergency work. It was 
possible for me to agree to this in view of the fact that 
Saturd.ey, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday happened to be holidays 
so that there was not too great interference with the normal 
work of the U.P.A.. I explained to Dr. Goldman, however, it 
was essential that the definite consent of the U.P.A. leader­
ship be obtained for the enlistment of my efforts in the emer­
gency work. He agreed to this and sent you a telegram. He 
informed me that you assented. 

/ 

It is not possible to say at this moment exactly what 
the political situation in Palestine is. Telephone calls 
from Dr. Weizmann during the past few d.eys have reflected 
a new buoyancy on his part with repeated expressions of 
gratitude that America acted so vigorously and promptly. 
He has made it clear, however, that there must he no let­
up in the work going on until the political constellations 
have been clarified. He does not feel that any definite 
decision of a political nature is innninent but what he did 
fear was the immediate fixation of Jewish rights. This, he 
believes, has at least been temporarily averted. 

There has been no word, of course, as to the nature of 
the conversation between L.D.E. and the President. It is 
interesting to note, however, that the Shofet continues to 
insist that the flow of telegrams shall not be interrupted 
and that every avenue of public pressure should be explored 
to keep before our Government the deep interest that is felt 
here in the proper solution of the Palestine problem. 

Watching the reaction throughout the country to the emer-
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gency situation I have been impressed with the unity 
with which communities have acted. I believe that it 
is fair to stzy that the agitation has been most helpful 
to Palestine and has accentuated the importance of Pal­
estine in the scheme of Jewish life. I am hoping that 
this improved atmosphere will be a better climate for 
the 1939 U.P.A. campaigns. 

I have been waiting to hear from you with regard 
to the discussions or decisions at the Pittsburgh meet­
ing of the Board of Directors of the Council. Was any 
definite action taken with respect to the J.D.C. rela­
tionship to the Welfare Fund.st Was there aey decision 
as to the making of an agreement between the U.D.C. and 
U.P.A.T I assume that I have not heard from you until 
this time because of the incidence of the Holidays. 

HM:BC 

Cordially yours, 

Henry Montor 
Executive Director 
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Oc ober 23, 19~8 

Mr. Henry tor 
United Palestine Appeal 
111 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

My dear Mr. Uontors 
. 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of 
a letter which I just received from Rabbi 
Jonah B. ise in reply to OW" request for a 
conference. It is self-explanatory. The 
JDC wants to meet with the repre~entatives 
of the eltare '1md to discu:s the raising 
of much l rger Bllounts for 1959 bat wishes 
to hold such a conference without the OPA. 
I a.m enclosing herewith my ans er. Plea"'e 
show this corree ondence to ise, Lipsky 
and Goldstein. 

.AHS1BK 
Enc. 2 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 
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THE ITE HOUSE 
AfR G'ro 

October 25, 1958 

dear r. Gran t1 

I fully apprec· te the interest expressed in your letter 
of October 18, 1958 with regard to the Po.l.estine problem. I have 
o numerous occasions, as you kno , ifested my sympathy in the 
establishment or a National Horne for the Jews in Po.l.estine end, 
notm.thstandin all the difficulties incident to the achievement of 
that objective, I have been he te ed by the progress ch has been 

de, d by the remarkable ac omplishmente of the Jem.sh settlers, 
in that country. 

As I have had occasion to inform a number of the Members of 
Con ress these last fe days, e have kept con tantly before the 
British Government, through our ll!Jlbassador in London, the interest 

ic . the .Amerio people h ve in Palestine end I have every reason 
to believe th t t..~at Government is fully co izent or public opinion 
o the t.ter in this country. e ere assured, in the discussions 
which took place in London a little more than a year ago, that the 
British Government iiOuld keep us fully informed of EmY proposals 
mich it ht make to the Council of the League of ations for the 
odific tion of the Palestine andate. e eA-pect, orefore, to have 

the op rtunity ru.forded us of co 1ic11t· 0 to the British Government 
our vie s th respect to apy chan es in the cndate ch be 
proposed as a result of the forthcomin report of the Palestine 
Partition Co ssion. I understand, however, that under the terms of 
our conv tio th Great Britain re rdin,., e Palestine andate e 
are unable to prevent odificattons in the andate. The most e can do 
is to decline to ccept as applicable to American interosts any 
odific tions affect· such interests unless e have iven our assent 

to them. 

You cay be sure th t we sh 11 continue to follow the situ tion 
• th the closest a.t t tion. 

The Honorable 
George Grant, 

Troy, u.a.bamn 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATF.S 
House of Representatives 

, ashington, D. c. 

Troy, Alabama 
October 'Zl, 1958 

Mr. I. Bauman, Secretary 
Congregation Agudath Israel 
ontgomer;y, Alabama 

My dear Mr. Bauman: 

ith further reference to rrr:, letter ot the 

( 

fi£te th, enclosed is o. let.ter from the President regarding 
the P estine problElll, which is self-explanatory. 

I was gl d to take the matter up th the 
President for you, and ple se call on me MT time I mS¥ be 
of service or any of our frimds. 

1th kindest pereonal regards, I am 

S cerely yours, 

(Signed) George Grant 
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October 31, 1938 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
CJe velsnd, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Thank you for telephoning me this 
afternoon to report on the telephone call you received 
from Rabbi Jonah E. Wise urging combined action with 
respect to the present emergency. 

In view of the fact that we must 
abandon any thought of a campaign in 1939 under the 
auspices of the President's Advisory Committee it seems 
to me that we ought to touch a new source of income which 
has never before been explored, insofar as the United 
Palestine Appeal is concerned. 

I have in mind the creation of a com­
mittee to be called something like 11 Christian Friends of 
Palestine 11 which would be an auxiliary of the United Pales­
tine Appeal. It would have at its head someone like Grover 
Whalen. Pierre Van Paassen might be named Executive Secre­
tary. The purpo se of this group would be to organize a 
campaign on a national basis to obtain funds for the settle­
ment of Jevnsh refugees in Palestine. I believe the country 
is ripe for it. We could obtain not only the cooperation of 
leading Christians in the form of their names on committees, 
but the contributions of men of means throughout the nation, 
if a special committee were organized. 

The campaign would be conducted some­
what as follows: A national committee couJ.d be created with 
officers of national importance. These officers would then 
address themselves to local individuals (whose names would 
be communicated to us by our local Jewish friends) urging 
them to organize and conduct a drive for the upbuilding of 
Palestine. Naturally, the local campaigns would have to be 
conducted under purely Christian auspices, with someone in 
charge that is sufficiently devoted to the idea so as to 
make himself responsible for a maximum effort. 

For a long time Jews have been respond-
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
October 31, 1938 

ing, and rightly so, to campaigns for such groups as the Salvation 
.Army, the Red Cross, etc. If the suggested campaign is organized 
properly and presented in a dignified manner it should elicit from 
the Christian community a substantial form of cooperation. 

W'e have alre~ had experience in the smaller towns 
which shows that many Christians a.re prepared to give. As a matter 
of fact, in a number of southern communities where there are only 
two or three Jewish families we have received hundreds of dollars, 
the greater part of which was supplied by Christian friends. 

If you agree to the idea we will have to get started at 
once so that it can be ready in time for the 1939 campaign. 

EM. SB 

Cordially yours, 

Henry Montor 
Executive Director 




