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NATIONAL omCERS 

Honorary Chairmen 

Cyrus Adler 
Albert Einstein 
Herbert H. Lehman 
Julian W. Mack 
Henry Monsky 
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Henrietta Szold 

National Chairman 

Abba Hillel Silver 

NaJionaJ Co-Chairmen 

Stephen S. Wise 
Chairman, 
Exuutifle Committee 

Louis Lipsky 
Chairman, Administratifle 

Committee 

Solomon Goldman 
Israel Goldstein 
Morris Rothenberg 

Treasur,r 

Arthur M. Lamport 

Assodate Treasurers 

Abraham L. Liebovitz 
Louis Rimsky 

Vice-Chairmen 

Barnett R. Brickner 
Leon Gellman 
James G. Heller 
Edward L. Israel 
Elihu D. Stone 
Joe Weingarten 
David Wertheim 

Se'1etary, AdministratiflB 
Committee 

Olarles Ress 

Exec11tit1e Director 

Henry Montor 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETHJ 
For the Settlement in Palestine of Jews of Germany, Poland, Rumania and Other Landa 

111 FIITH AVE. 

June 9, 1939 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

CABLE ADDRESS-PAI.FUND 

Attached hereto is a report as of June 9th 
of the financial status of the United 
Palestine Appeal. 

In accordance with the request made at the 
last meeting, the figures are on the basis 
of accrued income rather than on the basis 
of the fiscal year. 

In'1:BG 
Enc. 

~--
Henry Montor 
Executive Director 

NEW YORK CITY 

------------------- HONORARY VICE-CHAIRMEN-------------------
George Backer, New York 
Joseph Bank, Phoenix 
Solomon N. Bazell, Louisflille 
Oscar Berman, CindnnaJi 
Joseph M. Berne, Cle11tland 
Philip S. Bernstein, Rochester 
Robert M. Bernstein,Pbi/adelphia 
Louis J. Borinstein, Indianapolis 
Alex Brest, Jacksonville 
<.barles Brown, Los Angeles 
Gedalia Bublick, New York 
Fred Butzel, Detroit 
Alfred M. Cohen, Cincinnati 
Henry Cohen, Galveston 
Amos S. Deinard, Minneapolis 
Mark Eisner, New York 
Jacob Epstein, Baltimore 
Leon I. Feuer, Toledo 
Harry P. Fierst, Mt, Vernon 
Louis Finkelstein, New York 

Phillip Forman, Trenton 
Solomon B. Freehof, Pillsburgh 
Harry Friedberg, KAnsas City 
Harry Friedenwald~ Baltimore 
Daniel Frisch, Indianapolis 
Herman Gessner, Escanaba 
Louis Ginzberg New York 
I. M. Golden_,}an Francisco 
Mrs. M. L. uoldman, San Francisco 
Simon M. Goldsmith, New York 
Abraham Goldstein, Hartford 
Arthur Goodman, Charlolle 
Joseph Goodman, Troy 
Julius Gordon, SI, Louis 
Hayim Greenberg, New York 
Simon Greenberg, Philadelphia 
Joseph E. Grosberg, Schenectady 
Dave Grundfest, LJttle Rock 
L. Manuel Hendler, Baltimore 
Sidney L. Herold, Shreveport 

Isidore Hershfield, Washington 
Sidney Hillman, New York 
Harold Hirsch, Atlanta 
Michael Hollander, Newark 
Harry A. Hollzer, Los Angeles 
Jacob J. Kaplan, Boston 
l!. I. Kaufmann, Washington 
Louis E. Kirstein, Boston 
Gustave Klausner, St. Louis 
Joseph Kraemer, Newark 
Sidney G. Kusworm, Dayton 
Sidney Lansburgh, Baltimore 
Monte M. Lemann, New Orleans 
Benjamin Lencher, Pittsburgh 
Joseph Leonard, Allentown 
Louis Levine, New York 
B. L. Levinthal, Philadelphia 
Israel H. Levinthal, New York 
Louis E. Levinthal, Philadelphia 
Felix A. Levy, Chicago 

Julius Livingston, Tulsa 
Edgar F. Magnin, Los Angeles 
Julius Mark, Nashville 
lsrael Matz, New York 
Mortimer May, Nash11ille 
Louis B. Mayer, Culver City 
Millard Mayert Kansas City 
George Z. Meaalie, New York 
Irving Miller, Far Rockaway 
Charles W. Morris, Louis11ille 
Morris Neaman, Pillsburgb 
Kurt Peiser, Philadelphia 
Hardwig Peres, Memphis 
Joseph B. Perskie, Atlantic City 
Abe Plough, Memphis 
Nathan Ratnoff, New York 
Albert H. Rosenberg, Chicago 
Charles J . Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh 
Edwin J. Schanfarber, Columbus 
Max J. Schneider, New York 

W. H. Schwartzchild, Richmond 
Simon Shetzer, Detroit 
Mrs. A. Silverman, Pro11idence 
Max Silverstein:.,?v ew York 
Morris Simon, w ashingto,z 
Harry Simonhoff, Miami 
Eugene M. Solow, Dallas 
Ferdinand Sonneborn, New York 
Michael A. Stavitsky Newark 
Horace Stern, Phi/-;/Jetphia 
J. David Stern, New York 
Mrs. Joseph Sttoock1 New York 
Leon C. Sunstein, PfJiladelphia 
Morris D . Waldman, New York 
Lionel Weil, Goldsboro 
William Weiss, New York 
David T. Wilentz, Perth Amboy 
Henry Wineman, Detroit 
Mrs. Stephen S. Wise, New York 
Samuel Wohl:..fincinnati 
Alexander S. wolf, SI. Louis 
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CASH INCOME UNITED PALESTUTE APPEAL 

.AS OF JUNE 9, 1939 

Bank Ealance as of January 1, 1939•••••••••••••••••••$99,547.42 (1938 - $80,698.61) 
(1937 - 17,540.63) 
(1936 - 1,308.28) 

CASH RECEIVED - From 1/1/39 to 6/9/39: 

United Jewish Appeal - - 1939 - $875,000.00 
Jewish National Fund - - 1939 - 1441 393.(:8 
United Palestine Appeal - 1938 - 516,345.72 
United Palestine Appeal - 1937 ~ 28,024.08 
United Palestine Appeal - 1936 2,219.37 

DISBURSEMENTS; 

Keren Hqesod - - - - - - - - - - - - -$763 1 612.44 
(Including $105,032.87 tokrd Mifal 
Bitzaron in accordance with 1937 and: 
1938 U.P.A. agreements) 

Keren ~emeth - - - - - - - - - - - - -763,612.'4 
(Including $105,032.87 toward Mifal 
Bitzaron in accordance with 1937 and 
1938 U.P.A. agreements) 

Mizrachi Palestine Fund~ - - - - - - - 50,000.00 
President ts Advisory Committee - - - - - 2,000.00 
Hashomer Hatzair - - - - - - - - - - - - 1,200.00 
Earmarked for Youth Aliyah - - - - - - - 1,700.00 

SERVICE CHARGES& 
Zionist Organization of America- - - - - 27,817.95 
Mizra.chi - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... 5,000.00 
Poale Zion - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5,000.00 

$1,619,942.83 
EXPINSIS; - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 28,014.26 

(Covering all activities in 1939 applyi~ 1,6471957.09 
·· •• )to 1939 as well as previous campaigns) 

=- • ,__.-~Ba.bk !alance as of June 9, 1939e•••••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$17,572.98 (1939-$6,804.02) 
(1938- 7,401.68) 
(1937- 3,367.28) 



Campaign Chasrm! 
•ENRY'!'r'fLESON 

Exec,,tive Chairman 
EDWARD M. M. WARBUJ\G 

Executive Co-Chairman / 
ARTHUR M. LAMPOR'I" 

Administrative Chairman 
SAMUEL MUNDHEIM 

Treasurer 
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF 

Associate Treasurers 
BENJAMIN J. BUTTENWIESER 
ABRAHAM L. LIEBOVITZ 

• 
WOMEN'S DIVISION 

Campaign Chairman 
MRS. DAVID M. LEVY 

Co-Chairman 
MRS. FREDERICK M. HEIMERDINGER 

Associate Chairman 
MRS. JOSEPH STROOCK 

Honorary Chairmen 
MRS. SIDNEY C. BORG 
MRS. HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG 

Chairman, Executive Committee 
MRS. ROGER W. STRAUS 

• Chairmen, Trades Organitration 
BENJAMIN H. NAMM 
GEORGE S. POLLITZ 
RALPH E, SAMUEL 

Vice-Chairmen, Trades Organization 
JOHN BLOCK 
ARTHUR 0, DIETZ 
LEONARD GINSBERG 
ALBERT GOLDMAN 
MONROE GOLDWATER 
MARCO F, HELLMAN 
ABRAHAM KRASNE 
G. A. LOWENSTEIN 
MAX MEYER 
SIDNEY REISMAN 
HENRY ROSE 
HERBERT A. WOLFF 

Chairman, Borough Division 
SAM A. LEWISOHN 

Chairman, Special Events 
HAROLD K, GUINZBURG 

Chairman, Industrial Division 
MICHAEL SCHAAP 

Chairman, Public Relations 
IRA M. YOUNKER 

Chairman, Speakers Bureau 
JONAH J. GOLDSTEIN 

Chairman, Labor Division 
ADOLPH HELD 

Chairman, Fraternal and 
Benevolent Organizations 
DAVID L. PODELL 

Vice-Chairmen 
CARL J. AUSTRIAN 
PAUL BAERWALD 
SAMUEL J. BLOOMINGDALE 
GEORGE BLUMENTHAL 
ABNER BREGMAN 
DAVID M. BRESSLER 
DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER 
ALEXANDER KAHN 
ROBERT LEHMAN 
MAURICE LEVIN 
SAMUEL LEVY 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
JULIAN W. MACK 
JAMES MARSHALL 
GEORGE Z. MEDALIE 
HENRY MORGENTHAU 
HENRY L. MOSES 
EDWARD A. NORMAN 
JOSEPH M.PROSKAUER 
JAMES N. ROSENBERG 
MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
WALTER ROTHSCHILD 
NATHAN STRAUS 
ROGER W. STRAUS 

LEWIS L. STRAUSS 
SOL M. STROOCK 
FREDERICK M. WARBURG 
RABBI JONAH B. WISE 
DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 

Director 
HERMAN SANDERS 

Co-Directors 
SAMUEL BLIT:.J: 
JEROME L. LEVY 

Director, Women's Division 
MRS. NEWMAN LEVY 

Director, Public Relations 
ELLIOT E. COHEN 

Director, Special Gifts 
MAX ENGLER 

Director, GrOKp Activities 
HENRY ROSEN 

UNITED 

JEWISH 

APPEAL 

FOR 

REFUGEES 

AND 

OVERSEAS 

NEEDS 

ON BEHALF OF THE JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL, 
AND THE NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND, INC. 

NEW YORK CITY & METROPOLITAN AREA 

200 MADISON AVENUE• MU 3-5901 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 12, 1939 

Enclosed herewith is check for $55 in p~ent 
of expenses incurred in connection with your trip to 
New York to address the Amusement Division on Thursday, 
June 1st. 

The liew York Campaign has raised abou.t six 
million dollars to date, of which $2,700,000 has been 
received in cash. We will have to maintain a skeleton 
staff to collect this large amo'\lllt of outstanding pledges 
and we are now making a re-assignment of personnel. 
llr. Willen has asked for nearly the entire UPA staff 
either for the Federation campaign or for UJA until the 
end of the year. The only exceptions are Marcus and 
Pecker of :Brooklyn who will be sent back to the UPA, which 
in fact means their dismissal. I cannot conscientiously 
insist that they be retained as I have tried to discharge 
them myself several times, only to have them reinstated as 
a result of local pressure. 

I do not know whether you have been informed that 
Mr. Lipsky is in the Bronx Hospital with a kidney ailment. 
You will no doubt wish to write him. 

SB:l!F 
Enc. 

s~~ 
~el Blitz 
Co-Director 
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Xu-efui;a}uan olnii-Xtz1 ~ 
TO CHAMPION HUMAN RIGHTS,/~ 

20 WEST 4-J'!!! STREE1, NEW YORK •MEdaJ/ion,J--2]20 

Chairman, Board of Direc/or, 

PROP. JAMES H. SHELDON, 
Bos/on, Mau. 

Vice-Presidenls 

MAYOR FIORELLO H . LAGUARDIA, 
New York, N. Y. 

BISHOP FRANCIS J. McCONNELL, 
New York, N. Y. 

RABBI LEON FRAM, 
Detroit, Mich. 

DR. S. WILLIAM KALB, 
Newark, N. /. 

JOHN FREDERICK LEWIS, JR., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

PROP. NELSON P. MEAD. 
New York, N. Y. 

DR. HAROLD RYPINS, 
Albany. N. Y. 

Trea1urtr 
SIMON M. GOLDSMITH 

Executi~• Secre/ary 
G. EGERTON HARRIMAN 

Direc/ors 

MICHAEL G. Al.ENICK 
A. D. CAESAR 
ABRAHAM CAHAN 
JEROME COUNT 
PROP. GEORGE s. COUNTS 
PROP. PAUL H. DOUGLAS 
DR. B. DUBOVSKY 
A. GALLEN 
MISS ETHEL HMSE 
A. I. HARKAVY 
ARTHUR J, HARVEY 
SIDNEY HILLMAN 
REV. STEPHEN M. ]AMES 
ROBERT G. ]ONES 
WILLIAM LEEGE 
SAMUEL S. LEIBOWl':'Z 
RBv. DONALD G. LOTHROP 
DR. GERALD MACHACEK 
JACOB MALMUTH 
IRVING MANESS 
ANTHONY MASSIMIANO 
MRS. LOUIS MYERS 
NATHANIEL NATHAN 
HENRY PORTNOW 
E. RABINOWITZ 
ABRAHAM M. RosE 
MRS. KATHERINE HAYDEN SALTER 
GERHART H. SEGER 
MISS TONY SENDER 
B. SHELVIN 
LEO SPANGLET 
DEAN WILLIAM E. TAYLOR 
GEORGE TOMASCIK 
JOSEPH WHITE 
DR. MAX WINKLER 
MAX ZARITSKY 
DAVID ZIMET 

• 
Fighting Na~l•m Sinee 1933 

"~-: v.uirtet1.u.tb 
1 9 3 9 

Raubi .Abba Hillel S ilver 
The Temple 

East 100S treet at .Anse 1 Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silv-::r: 

Thank you most cordially for your good letter of June eleventh. 
I am indeed sorry to ht'ar that yO"J. have been 111 and trust 
that yo"' are now completely recovered. 

It is of course a matter of deep regret to us that you cannot 
see ycrox way clear to join us once ocre. Despite the many 
handicaps which we have had: to overco , the L3ague has done am 
is doing a very important and, e be~·~ , effective piece of 
r.ork. There is no question hat ever that throughout the 
country at large the Anti-Nazi League is recognized as an 
outstanding organization in the fi_ht against Nazism and we 
are as firmly convinced as ever that your assistance at this 
stage of the battle vrould be of invaluable importance to us. 
If you could see you:r wey clear to change your decision, we 
should be more than delighted and I personally would feel 
that bringing you back as a leader in our cause is the most 
i~ortant work I had accomplished for the Lea{;ue. 

I am sorry to hear of !iss eyette 1s illness and shall, as you 
suggest, write her again. 

I also note your remarks regarding the Cleveland Jewish elfare 
Fund and thwlk you for your aid in this connection. I shall 
also, as you suggest, write to } r. Samuel Goldllamer with 
reference to thfir allocation. 

Once again, iey ;;armest thanks to you for all you have done for 
us and, if I mey sey so, for me personally. 

, 1th most cordial good wishes, 

~ 
Jgerton Harriman, 

:L 
Nazi Germany is the Enemy of Civilization 

~ C · C. ~., "'l"j 
Refose to Trade with the Enemy • 



TELEPHONE: LExington 2-5200 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, Inc. 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG 
Honorary Chairman 

PAUL BAERWALD 
Chairman 

HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
JAMES N. ROSENBERG 

Vice-Chairmen 

100 EAST 42nd STREET 
ROOM 514 

NEW YORK CITY 

GEORGE BACKER 
JAMES H. BECKER 
DAVID M. BRESSLER 
ALEXANDER KAHN 
WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
EDWARD M. M. WARBURG 
JONAH B. WISE 

Vice-Chairmen 

MARCO F. HELLMAN 
I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER 

Treasurers 

WILLIAM A . KOSHLAND 
Associate Treasurer 

EVELYN M. MORRISSEY 
Assistant Treasurer 

MRS. H . 8. L. GOLDSTEIN 
Comptroller 

JOSEPH C. HYMAN 
Secretary and 
Executive Director 

ISIDOR COONS 
Campaign Director 

June 15, 1939 

Rabbi Ab ba Hillel Silver, 
The Ta:nple, 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, ()hio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

It is appropriate that you should have a report as to the refugees on board the 
SS ST. LOUIS. Hence the following: 

1. Through the financial guarantees given by the Joint Distribution Committee 
to Belgium, France, Holland and England, and through the direct efforts of Mr. 
Paul Baerwald, JDC Chairman, now in London, and Mr. Morris c. Troper, European 
Director, stationed in Paris, and continuous consultation with the JDC officers 
here, we are assured that all of these refugees will receive a haven, either in 
France, England, Holland or Belgium. So far, no other organization has partic­
ipated in the guarantees given by us. We appreciate the help and cooperation 
of these governments and of their representatives, and of the Intergovernrnontal 
Committee and others. The JDC will continue to concern itself with the welfare 
and rr.aintenance of these refugees. 

2. We wish you to know that the SS ST. LOUIS was not brought to Cuba either by 
the JDC or the National Coordinating Committee, or by any other Jewish agencies. 
Quite the contrary, we are advised that the Hamburg American Line, two days in 
advance of sailing from Germany, was notified by the Cuban Government that it 
would not receive these refugees. Such notification, according to reliable in­
formation in our possession, carr.e also from the High Commissioner for Refugees of 
the League of Nations. When, however, the boat neared Cuba, the Coordinating 
Committee came into action because 743 of the refugees had affidavits for admis­
sion to the u.s., and therefore the problem was one with which the Coordinating 
Committee was naturally concerned, especially since hundreds of relatives of 
those on board had besought the aid of the Coordinating Committee. The efforts 
which the members and officers of the Coordinating Committee made deserve the 
greatest praise. When it appeared that entry of these refugees to Cuba might 
depend upon large funds, which the Coordinating Collillittee lacked, that organiza­
tion at once turned to the JDC which forthwith deposited with the Chase National 
Bank the entire maximum amount required to effect entry. Cable information of 
this deposit i~111ediately went to the President of Cuba, who responded in a cable 
to me of which tne following is a copy: 

THIS ORGANIZATION IS SUPPORTED SOLELY BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CYRUS ADLER, Philadelphia 

E. P. ADLER, Davenport, la. 
BERTRAM M. AUFSESSER, Albany 
CARL J. AUSTRIAN, New York 

l'AUL BAERWALD, New York 

GEORGE BACKER, New Yark 

EDWARD M. BAKER, Cleveland 
JAMES H. BECKER, Chicago 
JOSEPH M. BERNE,Cleveland 

JACOB BILLIKOPF, Philadelphia 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore 

HERBERT R. BLOCH, Cincinnati 
LOUIS J. BORINSTEIN, Indianapolis 
ABNl:R BREGMAN, New Yar/r. 
DAVID M. BRESSLER, New York 

1\BE BRONFMAN, Montreal 
AMOS S. DEi NARD, Minneapolis 
LOUIS H. EHRLICH, Kansas City, Mo. 

ABRAM I. ELKUS, New York 

MORRIS ENGELMAN, New York 

MRS. MYRON S. FALK, JR., New York 

HARRY FISCHEL, New York 

BERNARD FLEXNER, New York 
PHILLIP FORMAN, Trenton 

AARON M. FRANK, Portland, Ore. 
MEYER GILLIS, New York 
JONAH J. GOLDSTEIN, New York. 

I. EDWIN GOLDWASSER, New Yor/r. 
J. J. GOLUB, New York 

HAROLD K. GUINZBURG, New York 
SALMON P. HALLE, Clevelond 

DAVID E. HARLEM, Denver 
ADOLPH HELD, New Yor/r. 
MARCO F. HELLMAN, New Yor/r. 

SIDNEY L. HEROLD, Shreveport 

HAROLD HIRSCH, Atlanta 

ABRAHAM HOROWITZ, New York 
HfNRY ITTLESON, New York 

ALFRED JARETZKI, JR., New York 
ALEXANDER KAHN, New York 

E. I. KAUFMANN, Washington 
LOUIS E. KIRSTEIN, Boston 

SAMUEL C. LAMPORT, New York 

SIDNEY LANSBURGH, Baltimore 

ALBERT D. LASKER, Chicago 
EDWARD LAZANSKY, Brooklyn 

MORRIS S. LAZARON, Baltimore 
HERBERT H. LEHMAN, New York 

LEO LEHMAN, Pittsburgh 

ROBERT LEHMAN, New York 
EMIL W. LEIPZIGER, New Orleans 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, New York. 

MRS. DAVID M. LEVY, New York 
ISAAC H. LEVY, New York 
SAM A. LEWISOHN, New York 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Philadelphia 

CARL M. LOEB, New York 

JOSEPH P. LOEB, Los Angeles 
SOLOMON LOWENSTEIN, New York 
HERBERT MALLINSON, Dallas 

SAMUEL MARKELL, Boston 

JAMES MARSHALL, New York 

CHARLES W. MORRIS, Louisville 
EDWARD A. NORMAN, New York 
MEYER L. PRENTIS, Detroit 

JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, New York 
BENJAMIN J. RABIN, New York 
AARON S. RAUH, St. Louis 
A. J. RONGY, New York 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, New York 

LESSING J. ROSENWALD, Philodelphia 

WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Greenwich, Conn. 
BEN SADOWSKI, Toronto 
SIMON SAKOWITZ, Houston 

A. L. SALTZSTEIN, Milwaukee 
E. J. SCHANFARBER, Columbus 

WILLIAM H. SCHWARZSCHILD, Richmond 
MURRAY SEASONGOOD, Cincinnati 

EUSTACE SELIGMAN, New York. 
BERNARD SEMEL, New York 

ALFRED SHEMANSKI, Seattle 

WILLIAM J. SHRO0ER, Cincinnati 

DUDLEY D. SICHER, New York 
MENDEL D. SILBERBERG, Los Angeles 
M. C. SLOSS, San Francisco 

MODIE J. SPIEGEL, Chicago 
JESSE H. STEINHART, Son Francisco 

EDGAR B. STERN, New Orleans 

HENRY M. STERN, Rochester 
HORACE STERN, Philadelphia 

HUGH GRANT STRAUS, Brooklyn 

MRS. ROGER W. STRAUS, New York 

LEWIS L. STRAUSS, New York 

AARON TEITELBAUM, New York 

F. FRANK VORENBERG, Boston 

EDW,.&..RD M. M. WARBURG, New York 

MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG.New York 
EUGENE WARNER, Buffalo 
HENRY WINEMAN, Detroit 

MOSES WINKELSTEIN, Syracuse 
JONAH B. WISE, New York 

MORRIS WOLF. Philadelphia 
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"IN REPLY TO YOUR CABLE REGARDING REFUGEES ON BOARD SS ST. LOUIS 
YOU KNOW DEAR MR. ROSENBERG THAT CUBA HAS CONTRIBUTED IN RELATION 
TO ITS RESOURCES AND POPULATION TO A GREATER EXTENT THAN ANY 
OTHER NATION IN ORDER TO GIVE HOSPITALITY TO PERSECUTED PEOPLE 
BUT COMPLETELY IMPOSSIBLE TO ACCEDE TO THIS IMMIGRANT ENTRY 
INTO NATIONAL TERRITORY SUBJECT ST. LOUIS IS COMPLETELY CLOSED 
BY THE GOVERNMENT REGRETFULLY REITERATE THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF 
THEIR ENTRY INTO CUBA WISH TO ASSURE YOU OF MY SINCERE 
FRIENDSHIP 

LAREDO BRU." 

You will see by perusal of this cable that the matter was one of Cuban internal 
governmental policy and not of financial guarantees. In this connection ade­
quate mention should be made of the fact that a substantial number of refugees 
in Cuba are receiving the hospitality of that country. 

3. The fact that the JDC has furnished the financial guarantees which rescued 
these refugees does not relieve their relatives or friends of the burden of 
taking care of those who a.re close or dear to them. and we hope you will make 
this clear to any such relatives or friends. The Coordinating Committee will 
address a separate memorandum to its correspondents on this subject. 

In dealing with these difficult problems, we have had magnificent cooperation, 
day and night, of a committee composed of Alfred Jaretzki, Jr., David M. 
Bressler, I. Edwin Goldwasser, Joseph c. Hyman, and indeed of all of the of­
ficors of the JDC. 

The JDC is glad to have been able to accomplish these results which would not 
have been possible but for the splendid support which the country gives us. 

JNR:AS 

James N. Rosenberg 
Chairman, National Council 



JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

' INCOMING RADIOGRAM \ '!-

MORRIS C. TROPER 
EUROPEAN CHAIRMAN 

S.S. ST. LOUIS ENROUTE 

AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 
PARIS (FRANCE) 

JUNE 15, 1939 

THE 907 PASSENGERS OF STLOUIS DANGLING FOR LAST THIRTEEN DAYS 

BETWEEN HOPE AND DESPAIR RECEIVED TODAY YOUR LIBERATING MESSAGE 

OF THE 13TH JUNE THAT FINAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL PASSENGERS HAVE 

AT LAST BEEN REACHED stop OUR GRATITUDE rs AS IMMENSE AS THE OCEAN 

ON WHICH WE ARE NOW FLOATING SINCE MAY 13 FIRST FULL OF HOPE FOR 

A GOOD FUTURE AND AFTERWARDS IN THE DEEPEST DESPAIR stop ACCEPT 

MR CHAIRMAN FOR YOU AND FOR THE AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION 

COMMITTEE AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST FOR THE GOVERNMENTS OF BELGIUM 

HOLLAND FRANCE AND ENGLAND THE DEEPEST AND ETERNAL THANKS OF MEN 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN UNITED BY THE SAME FATE ON BOARD THE STLOUIS 

COMMITTEE OF PASSENGERS 
JOSEPH CHAIRMAN 

' .. 
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EXE C U TIVE O FFI CES 

ANTI- DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
OF e· N AI e·RtTH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1602 

PHONE FRANKLIN 2221 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
105th st. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

CHICAGO 

June 20th, 
1 9 3 9 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON, 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD E. GUTSTADT. 
DIRECTOR ANO SECRETARY 

Under separate cover, we are forwarding to you 
considerable material on the Coughlin situation. During the 
next few weeks, the arrangements will be made by which our broad­
cast will be promoted. Mr. Livingston shared my satisfaction and 
appreciation over your willingness to cooperate with us in the 
very important matter of demonstrating the fallacies and the 
malice of Father Coughlin to the American people. 

Incidentally , I think you ought to know this . 
A conference with a Christian owner of a radio station which now 
has Coughlin on 24 broadcasts a week , reveals some interesting 
material . Important in this is an almost dogmatic statement to 
the effect that the Detroiter is preparing to swing over from 
his anti- Semitism and to robe himself as a fflri.te Knight in favor 
of genuinely .American cooperation of all religious groups . The 
thought behind this is the development of far greater political 
importance tha.n the Father now possesses , there being some 
suggestion that in the event of the President not seeking a third 
tenn , he will endorse Farley, the latter being on very close tenns 
with the Detroiter. This may sound a little bit unreal, in view 
of some of the ~ttacks made on the Postmaster General, but my 
informant maintains that the occasional attacks were merely a 
facade to conceal the real state of affairs . 

This may or may not have a bearing on our future 
operations but I thought you ought to be advised of it . 

I am also enclosing herewith , Dr. Silver, a copy 
of the letter just sent by me to Mr . Goldhammer and I am confident 
that you will make whatever representations you can consistently 
make on behalf of the League before the budget committee . 

With kindest regards and trusting you have~ 
very salutary vacation , I am, 

Very cordially 

~~ 
Richard E. Gutstadt 

Director 
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Y June 26, 1939 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Nat 1 1 Chairman 
United Palestine Appeal 
Ansel Road and 105 Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I desire to place before you officially the request of the Council 
for a subvention from the United Palestine Appeal for the current year. 

The Council is supported primarily by its member agencies. It is a 
national service agency established by and serving the interests of its 161 
members located in 130 cities in the United States and Canada. Funds for the 
support of the Council are obtained directly from federations and welfare funds. 
New York City, however, presents a special problem, as you will note from the 
copy of the enclosed letter addressed to Mr. Henry Ittleson, President of the 
New York United Jewish Appeal. 

In the majority of cities the local welfare fund rather than the 
federation carries the larger w1are of the support for the Council. In New 
York, however, our present member agency, the NeVi York Federation, does not 
operate a general welfare fund for national and overseas causes so that the 
normal basis of support for the Council cannot be obtained. For 1939, the 
New York Federation's membership contribution to the Council was but 
$12,COO, which though it represented an incrense of $1,500 over the previous 
year was far from ad0quate. The Brooklyn Federation also pledged $1,000 
to the Council from its funds. 

If these amounts were to be considered as New York's total 
contribution to the Council they would ce cltogether disproportionate to 
those of other cities. In view of the fact that New York will contribute 
approximately 4o% of the funds raised )y national and overseas programs its 
share of responsibility for the Council's budget should be about $50,000 
a year. 

We had assumed origin~lly that the New York United Jewish Appeal 
which is being conducted with the ~ssistance of the Business Men's Council of 
the New York and Brooklyn Federations might properly accept o share of New 
York City's responsibility for financing the Council. However, the Executive 
Committee of the New York UJA, ':I.Her considering our request carefully, ca.me 
to the conclusion that they could not properly make a contribution to any 
organiz~tion outside of the three ber.eficiaries of the UJA. The Executive 
Committee of the New York UJA. her.ever, considered our request valid and 
adopted a resolution that it wc,uld support favorably any request that we 
might make directly to the American Jewish Joint Distribution Com:nittee and 
to the United Pal~stine Appeal for a contribution to come either frora the 
amount raised by the New York UJA, or from the general funds of the agencies 
included in the national. UJA. 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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June 26, 1939 

We hope that your organization will consider our request favorably 
and authorize an appropriation to the Council from the funds made available 
to you by the New York UJA. As we have indicated, we have no problem in 
cities with an established welfare fund from whom we receive direct 
membership contributions. 

If your organization does not consider it valid to make an 
appropriation to the Council in behalf of the New York United Jewish ApPeal, 
it is our opinion that direct support of the Council by your organization 
for this year is legitimate on c,t;her grounds. The Council, as a service 
agency I is asked by its :nember agencies to assume considerable responsibility 
for aiding in the estabHshrnent and servicing of welfare funds. Our budget 
covers expenditures for field service, assistance in budgeting and a large 
number of other types of servi"ces aimed mainly at making welfare funds 
effective and aiding theQ in assuming their pr~per share of responsibility 
for i:npcrtant natior.al r~d overseas causes. Yc,u, 0f course, recognize that 
the sur;cess of your progrc:l.'IlS are to a considerable extent dependent upon the 
bharacter and effectiveness of local Jewish organizations for service and 
fund raising. It is because the securing of your support depends so largely 
upon organized welfc.re funds thnt the maintenance of the Council's services 
may be considered an essential factor in the present syste:n of securing 
adequs.t e support and intelJ igeYJt interL:st 0f a~l local cc:nrnuni ties 
thrcughout the country f r)r your ir:iportant prc-graQ. 

We shall re pleased to submit to ycu any further details on our 
program and on our budget that you may wish to have in considering this 
request. 

SH:EA 
Encl. 

Very sincerely, 

SIDNEY HOLLANDER 
President 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

Aug. 29th. 39 

My dear Dr. Goldman: 

I'~ writing at the moment when everything is 
still in the balance. Hitler's reply is in but nobody 
knows what it contains. I had some talk with the 
military authorities about volunteers. Their difficulty 
is arms. I have suggested that in the case of American 
volunteers they could be equipped in u.s.A. To this the 
reply was that the Treasury finds it terribly difficult 
to pay for things in America with the exchange against 
England. To that I replied that we might make some special 
arrangements i~ U.S.A. 

Halifax 3.s frightened that if a specially Jewish 
recruiting campaign is launched the American isolationist 
anti-Semites might make capital out of it. I replied that 
there is sure to be a movement in favour of recruiting 
whatever the anti-Semites might say. We cannot ahro.ys 
arrange our lives in accordance with what anti-Semites will 
say or do. 

I thought I would let you lmow all that. Arms is 
the great thing and they mean by it not only rifles but 
aircraft, anti-aircraft, tanks, anti-tank guns, etc. If 
proper arrangements can be ma.de regarding exchange it would 
be a great thing. 

I am still hoping for peace. But the German rule~s 
are madl 

I wish you all the luck in the world. My love to 
you and all friends. Kindly give my affectionate regards to 
Dr. Silver. Perhaps we shall meet very soon. 

Yours Ever, 

(Signed) Ch. Weizmann 
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Telephone V Anderbilt 6, 2080 

U NITED JEWISH APPEAL (Inc.) FOR REFUGEES 
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

O N BE H A LF O F 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 
UNITE D P A L ES TI NE A P P E A L an d 

NATIONAL CO -O RDINATING COMMIT TEE FUND, INC. 

DRAFT 

Name 
Address 

Dear Friend: 

September 6, 1939 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

N E W Y O R K, N. Y. 

We are sending you a memorandum which is enclosed herewith. We 
are sending this memorandum at the urgent request of a number 
of community leaders who wish to know the present status of fund­
raising and the present requirements, as far as we can determine 
them, of the beneficiaries of the United Jewish Appeal for 1939. 
T'nis memorandum is for your own use and is confidential . No part 
of it is to be quoted in print . You are, however, free to use it 
in any discussion you wish to undertake with your community 
leaders and community contributors . 

The United Jewish Appeal will keep you informed as to the situation 
as frequently as possible. If there are any questions you care to 
ask, please do not hesitate to write and we shall try to answer 
them. 

With kindest regards and best wishes for the New Year, we remain 

Sincerely youra , 

Abba Hillel Silver Jonah B. Wise 
National Chairmen 

P.S. The beneficiary organizations of the United Jewish Appeal 
are aware of the fact that the United States is a neutral 
country in this war and that we are American citizens and 
that no act of ours in connectio~ with any of our 
humanitarian efforts should in any deviate from the 
strictest interpretation of our neutrality obligations 
as citizens of the United States. 

$20,000,000 is the National Goal /or 1939 
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_ The United y"ewish Appeal was created to _deal with the normal and 
1. j R,•..J, ~ 

emergenc:,r tasks of peace time. It had not been envisaged that it would have to deal 
~ 

with war necessities or to meet the problems that war would bring to its constituent 

agencies. Though conscious of the responsibilities added to its progrem because of 

the European conflict7 the United Jewish .A.ppe,.al is not planning at this time to en-
~ 'tTl--l,.:' r ! 

large its call upon American Jewry for $20,000,000 during 1939. But in view of 
( 

questions that have come to us, we feel it urgent to call the attention of com ... 

munity leaders to these facts: (a) That the United Jewish Appeal req_uires funds • 

for its agencies with greater dispatch than ever before, and (b) That the country 

may be assured that the agencies within the United Jewish Appeal by reason of per­

sonnel, machinery and experience are properly equipped to adapt themselves to the 

new sit'll8,tion created by war. The need for immediate funds for the constituent 

agencies of the United Jewish Appeal is so great that r ; tpr JL t communities 

that hgv.e already held their drives are :qeing urged to remit immediately as large 

resources as can be mobilized; this being done by requesting contributors to antici­

pate the payment of their pledges in view of the new requirements. Communities 

which have not yet held their 1939 cam:r:aigns are being urged to organize their 

fund-raising efforts as promptly as possible in order that the minimum of $20,000,000 

may be fully rea.lized. It is evident to every observer of the European scene the,t 

$20,000,000 is truly a minimum and if the United Jewish Appeal officers are not at 

this time issuing a plea for much larger sums it is because we are a~aiting a more 

accurate definition of the very grave tasks that will need our utmost sympathy end 

generosity. 

1. The Nationa.1 Refugee Service, Inc., has so far excePded in its 

rate of expenditure its original allotment. There is no prospect of anything but a 

large demand upon its resources up to the end of the year 1939. The numbers of im-

migrants now waiting in countries outside Germany for admission to the United States 
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are so large that it is quite unlikely ~hat there will be any diminution froc the 

a_uota. permitted by Federal law. There will be no easing up on the obligation to 

meet the pi:-oblems of migration to the United States even though Germany does not 

force some of its Jewish population to leave if they have American visas. The pro­

blems of rerouting, resettlement, maintenance and employment are by no means changed. 

Therefore, we cannot expect to alter the ra,te of e::x:pendi ture of the National Refugee 

Service, Inc. As far as the United Jewish Au-real is concerned, we must provide it 

with funds on the basis of the $20,000,000 appeal. 

2. The Joint Distribution Committee has been forced to take over 

much larger obligations than it had in mind when the $20,000,000 budget was a.greed 

upon. It is confronted now with a era.ve situation in -"',ll parts of Europe for which 

it has accepted considerable financia,l obligations in the past several yea,rs. Since 

no money has been sent by the Joint Distribution Committee directly to Germany there 

is no alteration of its position in that respect. The refugee countries at war with 

Germany, such as England, France a.nd Poland, are fa,cing problems that require im-

mediate attention from all their nationals, and secondly, the collection of funds in 

those countries for the relief of refugees is stop9ed. It must also be apparent that 

Jewish nationals will choose to serve their country and must withdraw from special 

committee service and special project ad.ministration, leaving the bulk of this work 

to neutrals such as the .American group. We have not yet been able to consider the 

extent of our responsibility to Poland in the matter of added funds for relief, shelter 

and food for women, children and old people. As we write this the very center of the 

Jewish population of Poland is being penetrated by Uazi armies. The experience of 

Polish Jewry at the hands of German e,rmies in 1914 must be vividly in the memory of 

all those who lived through those days. The Germans were not then Nazis. No one can 

pretend to picture the depth of misery to which these people will fall and no one 

knows what will be our moral responsibility which we only ca.n meet with some form of 

financial a.id. This does not state the whole problem of the Joint Distribution Committee 
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for, as you know, it is responsible for widespread assistance in all parts of the 

world. War does by no means reduce these responsibilities, but increases them. 

3. The United Palestine Appie.l is faced with the necessity of backing 

up the work in Palestine for the benefit of those who have settled there and of 

those who are going there now in larger numbers than had been anticipated before 

the outbreak of war. This number is increased so substantially that previous figures 

are of no value. Because of the necessity of evacuation ·of refugees from many 
which 

Europee.n countries tt may involve new conditions and opportunities in Palestine 

the problem becomes one which involves a very serious financial responsibility. 

This becomes more true when it is remembered that England, France and Poland which 

hitherto shared substantially in the Palestine upbuilding program cannot be relied 

upon for further help in view of the domestic defense requirements. With thousands 

of Jews in Palestine standing as defend.ere by the side of Great Brita.in, we must 

see to it that the peaceful task of reconstruction which they have laid aside may 

be continued in increased measure by others. Pe,lestine Jewry will need large 

resources for the ma.intena.nce of the structure that has already been created and 

for the enlergement of the opportunities that may be afforded. 

This statement is made as prief as possible. The details can be 

had if you desire them. 
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625 WOODWARD BUILDING • WASHINGTON, D. C • 

TELEPHONE NAtional 8508-8509 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevela71, 1, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

September 9th, 1939 

Dr. Wise, lr. Li)sky and I have been 
informed by Dr. eizmann and the :Executive to form 
a committee empowered to deal with the problems 
affecting Zionism and Palestine arising out of the war. 
The Committee as you kno,,,, is to include representa­
tion of the other parties and is to constitute an 
Emergency or Provisional committee. 

We desire you, Robert Szold, Glfl'US Adler 
and Henry Jfonsky to serve with us as members of this 
com.mittee. Please let us know at once that you ,vill 
serve with us. 

With kindest regards, 

Office of the Director 

RABBI I S A D OR E B RES LAU 

I 
I 



September 12, 1939 

Dr. Solomon Goldzlan 
Americ n z·onist Bureau 
625 od, rd Building 

:ihin ~ton, D. C. 

y d !lr Dr. Gol mane 

P it me to ackno ledge the receipt 
of our 1 tter of S pt. ber 9 inviting me to join 
thee erbency co:t:nittee for al stine n'hich y u 
e. e f !"!!ling. I shci.ll be ry • le sed to erve. 

ith t ·s1 , Ir ain 

AHSaB!C 
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CONFIDENT I.il:,' 

MINUTES OF MEErING OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE.· 

UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1939, 8 P.M. 

, 

AT THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL, 111 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

PRESENT: Louis Lipsky, in the chair; Mrs. Judith Epstein, Harry P. Fierst, 
David Freiberger, Leon Gellman, Leib Glantz, Solomon Goldman, 
Israel Goldstein, James G. Heller, Edward L. Israel, Max Kirshblum, 
I.M. Kowalsky, Abra.ham Krumbein, Arthur M. Lampoit, Ludwig Lewisohn, 
Abra.ham Liebovitz, Irving Miller, Henry Montor, Charles Ress. 
Louis Rimsky, Louis P, Rocker, Abba Hillel Silver, Jacob Sincoff, 
Morris Weinberg, David Wertheim, Stephen S. Wise. 

Mendel Fisher, Mrs. Alex Lamport, Morris Margulies, Alex Rothenberg, 
Meyer Steinglass. 

EXCUSES FOR ABSENCE 

Excuses for absence were received from Rabbi Barnett Brickner, 
Sol Cohen, Dr. Maurice J. Karpf, Judge Morris Rothenberg, 
I srE!:el Sfl,chs, Louis Segal and Dr. Ferdinand Sonneborn. 

REPORT ON CAMPAIGN 

Two reports on the campaign, one stating the income and disburse­
ments of the United Palestine Appeal for 1939 as of September 18, 1939 
(Appendix A) and one giving the income and disbursements of the United Jewish 
Appeal as of September 18, 1939 (Appendix B) were presented to the Committee 
by Mr. Montor together with a statement on the program of the campaign for 
the balance of the year. 

Mr. Montor pointed out that the amount received in cash by the 
United Palestine Appeal from January 1, 1939 to September 18, 1939 
($3,074,022.47) is the largest cash amount received in any similar period 
in the history of fund-raising for the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth in 
the United States. 

In explanation of the report on the United Jewish Appeal Mr. Montor 
stated that the $14,084,487.02 total of pledges does not include the allocation 
from Bosto~ from which between $400,000 and $500.000 is expected, nor does it 
include the total pledge of Chicago, from which a balance of $600,000 to 
$700,000 is expected. Chicago is avmiting tho action of the Alloc"ltions 
Committee of the United Jewish Appeal before talcing any action on this balance. 

The three major campaigns for the Fall are those in Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Cincinnati. Philadelphia is thinking in terms of $560,000 
for the UJA out of a total quota of $1,000,000. Baltimore has spoken in terms 
of $300,000, whereas ~incinnati has talked of a minimum of $200,000, and has 
considered a larger amount if the income warrants. 

I 
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There are a number of other communities which are to hold campaigns 
in the Fall :i:'or sizable amounts -- Rochester, Denver, Providence and Wilmington, 
among others, all of which a.re giving larger emounts per capita than ever 
before. It is believed that these fall campaigns will bring in between two 
and three million dollura. The United Jewish Appeal now has allocations 
of some $15,000,000, so that the income of the United Jewish App0al should be 
in the neighborhood of $17,000,000 or $18,000,000, which, of course, is the 
largest sum thnt has ever been raised for similar Jewish purposes in the 
United States. 

The outbreak of war has had its consequences for the UJA. Instead 
of the realization that the need has become greater, there is, instead, a 
feeling that no crunpaigns are necessary bccal.lse there are no places to spend 
the money. There hnve been inquiries from various communities, from those 
planning Fall campaigns pf:'l.l'ticularly. Special efforts must be made, particular­
ly in the smaller communities, to make the contributors understand that they 
must give at least in the proportions established in the Spring. Q;uestions 
have been asked particularly about the use of funds in Germany, Poland, etc. 
The JDC has tried to answer these questions but is faced with the non-existence 
of authoritative information. 

Another consequence of the war has been a retardation of collections. 
For example, Pittsburgh, which raised a total of $450,000, has found that 
during September many of the large contributors have withheld payment. 
These conditions will require special activity on the part of UJA headquarters. 

The JDC has stated privately that it is not yet in a position to 
send money to Germany or Poland, the emphasis being on the requirements out­
side of Germany and Poland and particularly on the refugees who have 18ft 
Pol9Jld. The JDC had a series of conferences with the Quakers to whorn the 
proposition has been made that they handle JDC money in Germany and Poland; 
and with the Red Cross to see whether they can distribute funds. The situation 
has been complicated since G8rma.ny has refused to permit the International 
Red Cross to operate in Germany. 

The principal concern of the United Palestine Appeal at this time 
should be the thought for 1940 -- that is, the terms on which a united 
ce~.paign may be created; the relationship ~ith the JDC with particular reference 
to the improved position of Palestine now as compared with January 1939. The 
funds already raised and which will probably be raised du.ring the balance of 
the year are larger than was thought could be raised. This is due, Mr. Monter 
felt, to two things: the situation abroad; but the primary reason was the 
united front :presented to American Jewry. Many communities which have 
raised unprecedented sums vwuld have hesitated about doing so if they had to 
hear the competitive claims of various organizations. Insofar as Palestine 
propagarJ.da was concerned, Mr. Monter believed it had reached into new quarters. 
Moreover, the cash return was greater than might huve been possible otherwise. 

New York United Jewish Appeal Campaign 

Mr. Blitz, reporting on the New York UJA ca~paign, of which he is 
now director stated that it had officially closed 0n July 1, 1939 when 
Federation withdrew its staff. At that time the New York United Jewish Appeal 
had raised approximately $6,500,000, of which about $3,500,000 was in cash. 
Then Mr. La~portbeca~e the Co-Chairman in fact together with Mr. Warburg. 
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By various means within the agreement with Federation, the UJA has since 
been able to raise $230,000 additional since July 1st. About $1,000,000 
additional in eash has been collected on pledges since July 1st. There 
is still outstanding $2.000,000. However there is only $1,000,000 to 
collect, as $1.000,000 is in gro "-~ pledges which money cannot be collected 
until the end of the year, as these groups feel that if they make a payment 
now they will be pressed for funds by every other campaign. 

Mr, Lamport was also able, he said, to bring about realization of 
th~ two reservations which the United Palestine Appeal originally voted 
on the New York agreement -- that is. conduct of tho "Night of Stars1.1 and 
a High Holiday appeal, both of which have been permitted. Owing to lack 
of preparation. however, not as much money will be .raised in the holiday 
appeal as had been hoped. It probably will bring in about $25,000. 

Mr. Ltunport, discussing the total that might be obtain0d by the 
United Jewish Appeal nationally by the end of the year, believed that with 
deduction of expenses in New York and nationally there might be a total 
expectancy of some $17,000,000. 

Motion was made and carried to accept the 
reports on the UJA as presented with a word 
of appreciation for the outstanding work 
which has been accomplished during the ye9r. 

REPORT ON WORLD ZIONIST CONGRESS - Expectati~ns from America 

Dr. Silver, in reporting on the World Zionist Congress, and the 
fina.."cial expectations from America, stated that while the income for 
1939 is a very good income and enabled the Jewish Agency pretty well to 
meet its budget, and while tho income for 1940 conservatively estimated 
will be a sizable income (the Jewish Agency fiscal ye~r r-wis from September 
to September, and the UPA contribution to the Jewish Agency for that fiscal 
year would be anywhere from $4,500,000 to $5,000,000), nevertheless the 
Jewish Agency will be confronted with the following situation: it adopted 
in Geneva a minimum budget of I,720,000 for the Keren Hayesod (and a larger 
tentative budget of Isl,000,000). If the Kerm Kayemeth budget should be 
for a similnr amount, tho total w0uld be from ;p6,000,000 to $7,000,000 
:1.t least, based on the minimu:n budgets. If war cont inu.Js, America probably 
~ill bd the one r0al source of income for Palestine. If the UPA succeeds, 
mostoptimistically considered, in sending to Palestine during the next 
twelve months the full a.ilount of $5,000,000, the Jewish Agency (Keren 
Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth) will still be confronted with a very serious 
deficit, and the UPA will have to give great thought as to how it can 
raise the extraordinary sums of money required by the Jewish Agency in 
order that it may be enabled to carry on the work which it planned without 
even taking war into consideration. 

Dr. Goldstein advised that of the I,720.000 buds~t for the Keren 
Hayesod, two thirds was expected from .America at Geneva. The larger 
inclusive buclget of Isl,OOu.ooo provided for allocations to certain 
necessary activiti~s for which provision could not be made in the minimum 
estimates. In adc.ition, a project was submitted regarding a lr:•an which 
was t o be undertaken by the Keren Haye sod throughout the world, m0 st of 
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which again was expected to come from the United States. The amount 
mentioned was hl,000,000. At least fifty percent was expected from this 
country. Dr. Weizmann indicated that he would come here on behalf of this 
loan as well as on behalf of other matters discussed with Dr. Silver and 
Dr. Goldman. 

Dr. Goldstein said that while the commission sessions at the Congress 
which he attended were devoted primarily to the requirements of the Keren 
Hayesod, the Keren Kayemetµ usually has a budget that equals that of the 
Keren Hayesod, which in this instance would be •l,000,000. 

PURPOSES OF THE Ll,000,000 KEREN HAYESOD LOAN 

At Geneva, Eliezer Kaplan, Treasurer of the Jewish Agency, told 
the Finance Commission (according to the Palcor News Agency) of the details 
of the Keren Hayesod ,l,l,000,000 loan on a 20-year, 4% basis. The proceeds 
would be used as follows: l.225,000 for housing, school buildings and roads; 
~125,000 for maritime activities, including ?el Aviv port and aviation; 
1.125, 000 for the stimulation of trade and industry; the balance for the 
consolidation of colonization. 

DETAILS OF JEWIS.'I{ AGENCY 11MINIMUM 11 BUDGET 

A 11 minimum 11 budget was presented at Geneva involving 1:.720,000. The 
major items of this Jewish Agency budget are: 

1,100,000 for colonization 
1.100,000 for ~ettlement of refugees 
1, 80,000 for security and political activities 
1, 35,000 for trade and industry 

An alternative budget was also presented, involving the expenditure 
of bl,000,000 for the year, the budget to be determined by the Keren 
Hayesod income. With increased receipts, priority would be given to new 
colonization activities, more immigration and enlarged security. 

Mr. Mentor asked that permission be extended for the extension 
on the record of the remarks of Dr. Silver and Dr. Goldman so that when the 
actual budgets are available they may be entered in the minutes. 

CABLES FROM DR. WEIZMANN AND ELIEZER KAPLAN 

As an amplification on the situation existing in Palestine today 
cables were read from Dr. Weizmann and Eliezer Kaplan. (Appendix C and D). 

With reference to the loans which Eliezer Kaplan mentions in his 
cable, Dr. Silver said that there were two loans involved -- one a short 
term loan for which Kaplan has not made any immediate request; the other 
the large loan which Dr. Weizmann would help launch. Dr. Weizmann had 
agreed to come to the United Stat es the end of this month or early in 
October for Zionist propaganda work and also to help float the $2,500,000 
share of America in the loan. Preliminary work had been done on that 
loa.~ and initial preparations for his coming had been started when war 
broke out. There was a question as to wheth~r he would still come; then 
word was received that Dr. Weizmann was ready to come in October. However, 
at a meeting this afternoon of the Emergency Committee on Zionist affairs 
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it was the consensus of opinion that we proceed with the preparations for 
Dr. Weizmann's coming but that we suggest that his coming be delayed until 
after the neutrality legislation in Congress be disposed of, for fear that 
his coming might be misinterpreted. Dr. Goldman is cabling Dr. Weizmann 
to that effect. 

Dr. Silver pointed out that the contemplated loan of ~1,000,000 
was not predicated on the expectancy of a war. It was to complete the 
colonization work illld to consolidate our position in Palestine. 

PLANS FOR 1940 

Dr. Silver pointed out the United Palestine Appeal must proceed 
before long with discussions with the JDC regarding the 1940 campaign. He 
asked whether the Administrative Committee authorized its officers to enter 
into such discussions; whether the committee is satisfied that it wants 
a joint campaign for 1940. 

Mr. Lipsky stated that in view of this year•s budget being much 
larger than ever before, we must consider whether we can raise that amount 
of money. Would we not be compelled to have an emergency campaign in 
order to do so, he asked, ond could that be done if we went into a joint 
campaign. 

Mr. Lamport felt that the convers~tions with the JDC should be 
deferred until after the meeting of the Allocations Committee. He felt 
that by that time the position of Palestine would be clarified. The 
Alloc~tions Committee meeting could indicate the attitude of its members 
to the Palestine needs and opportunities. This would serve as a guide 
to next year 1 s plans. 

Dr. Silver felt that it v.as h9.rdly likely that they would decide 
at the first meeting of the Allocations Com~ittee what disposition would 
be made of the entire balance over and above the initial $9,500,000. 
The first million or two would probably be discussed. 

Motion was made and carried that the Chairman 
be authorized to appoint a committee on 
negotiations v:hich will be prepared to discuss 
the 1940 can1paign with the JDC when the matter 
arises. 

Rabbi Heller stated that there is a strong, even if erroneous, 
S8ntiment in many communities that there is no use in raising funds for 
Palestine, Germany or Poland. This feeling was prevalent in his own 
community of Cincinnati where many pertinent questions are being asked 
about Palestine since the issuance of the White Paper. There was general 
obscurity with regard to the effect of the war on Palestine, He felt 
that a statement should be issued by the UPA in cooperation with the 
leaders in Palestine with regard to the pr~sent situation - what the 
probabilities are, etc. 

Dr. Silver felt that it was more important that the UPA send 
representatives to the three or four large co~munities which are going 
to hold ca:npaigns, and sit down with their leaders and in confidence give 
the~ the whole pictur5. 
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It was the concensus of opinion that these things be done. 

PLANS FOR 1940 

Mr. Lipsky pointed out that with regard to the plans for 1940 there 
must be a statement of agreement between the Keren Hayesod and the 
Keren Kayemeth as to their intentions of continuing the UPA for 1940. 

There seemed to be no opinion adverse to the continuance of 
the United Palestine Appeal. The Keren Hayesod and Keren 
Kayemeth were to be asked to register their views and under­
take to renew their agreement for 1940. 

MEFrING OF ALLOCATIONS COMMI'l'TEE OF THE UNITED JEWISH /.PPEAL 

Dr. Silver advised that he and Dr. Goldman would. request the 
4llocations Committee of the United Jewish Appeal to call a meeting 
within the next ten days in order that discussions may begin with regard 
to the income over and above the initial $9,500,000. 

Mr. Lipsky remarked that at previous ~eetings there had been 
discussed the advisability of summoning experts from Jerusalem to assist 
the Allocations Committee in presentation of the facts. Since a meeting 
of the Allocations Committee seemed scheduled for October 3rd, it was felt 
there ~ould be no time for such experts to arrive. Moreover, the first 
meeting of the Allocations Committee would be exploratory in character. 

Motion was ma.de and carried that the UP.A. 
members on the Allocations Committee be 
authorized to 8UlllllOn to their aid such 
technical. experts and other experts from 
Palestine aa they deem necessary. 

POALE ZION CAMPAIGN 

Mr. Montor asked whether it was not relevant for this Committee 
to question the wisdom of the Poale Zion in now embarking on a campaign 
for $1,000,000 at a time when the responsibilities that devolve on the 
Keren Ha.yesod and Keren Kayemeth are heavier than at any other time, and 
when American Jewry through the United Palestine Appeal, is being asked 
to ,ear a larger share of their budgets than before. Moreover the Poale 
Zio1, drive was using exactly the same slogans as the United. Palestine 
Appeal might be expected to use. 

Mr. Wertheim referred to previous minutes which would indicate 
that such a campaign has been held every year; they were willing to 
advise with the officers of the United Palestine Appeal so that their 
campaign would not conflict with the UPA's. After a brief discussion, 
it seemed that no influence could be brought to bear to chuge the 
campaign plans. 

EFFECT OF UNITED STATES NEUTRALITY LAWS ON UNITED :PALESTINE APPF.AL 

Mr. Montor reported that the United Palestine Appeal has been 
ill communication with the State Department as a result of the announcement 
on September 5th of rules a.ad regulations under the neutrality laws 
affecting fund-raising in the United States for belligerent countries. 
The State Dilp&rtment has ruled that Palestine, eTen though not referred 
to by the Fresident, is neverthe-leu regarded as a belligerent country; 
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and the rules with regard to registration under the neutrality laws for 
fund-raising refer to Palestine. The United Jewish Appeal does not 
have to register under these laws because it is merely a fund-raising body 
operating in the United States. Its constituent agencies, the UPA and 
JDC, which send funds abroad, must register. The United Palestine 
Appeal, the Keren Hayesod and the Keren Kayemet~ must register. The 
United Palestine Appeal has already filed its registration. The laws 
require that monthly reports be filed - however not reports on the full 
amounts forwarded to Palestine; merely those a.mounts which might be 
used fo1• medical a.id, clothing, food and shelter and for purposes arising 
from the war. 

PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES 

Advisory 
$2,500. 
$4,500. 
New York 

A request was presented by Dr. Wise on behalf of the Presidentts 
Committee on Political Refugees for an additional grant of 

During the past year the United Palestine Appeal contributed 
In early August a call came for $2,500. There was no one in 
with whom Dr. Wise co~ld consult; he , therefore, advanced $1,000. 

Dr. Wise f elt that the Fresident 1 s Advisory Com.~ittee and 
possibly the President's Conference of October 16th and 17th, if held, 
may inure to the very great advantage of Palestine. 

Motion was made and carried that $2,500 be 
allocated to the President's Advisory Committee, 
of which $1,000 is to be r efunded to Dr. Wise 
in payment of the advance made by him to the 
President's Committee. 

Dr! Silv er stated that he was willing to vote for this appropriation 
as he had for previous ones but he felt that unless the President 1 s 
Committee or the Intergovernmental Refugee Committee evidenced so~e interest 
in Palestine we should cease giving Palestine funds. 

Dr. Wise advised that he had at·~ended a rneetii:g la.st week of the 
President's Committee attended also by Myron Taylor. He was not prepared 
to say that all the members of the Coimni ttee, least of all Jewish members, 
share his enthusiasm for Palestine as a place of refuge. The State 
Department, however, understands the problem. Mr. Robert Pell understands 
the problem. Dr+ Wise discussed at length, in the Advisory Committee the 
unique importance of Palestine in relation to the refugee problem. He 
felt that if the President 1 s Conferenc t:: were held, very grEeat good for 
Palestine would come out of it. 

Dr. Wise reported that he said at the meeting that within five 
years we could easily settle one hundred thousand families in Palestine; 
that is, if war ends and normal conditions be restored. He felt that we 
ought to be compl~tely informed about what is taking place in England; and 
if Dr. Weizm:mn comes he will have an opportunity to explain the matter 
fully to the President. 

Dr. Goldman felt that in preparation for the meeting of the 
Inter-Governmental Committee called by President Roosevelt. The United 
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Pal estine Appeal should prepare a report on the absorptive capacity of 
Pal estine and on what Palestine has done. 

The Committ ee approved 

Mr. Lamport felt that the time was ripe for the United Palestine 
Appeal to secure the services of l.1Il exp~rt statistician to work with 
our members of the Allocations Committee, to work with our representatives 
on the President• s Advisory Committee, and to work gene.rally in the 
preparation of statistical material as it is required. 

The Co!JlL'.littee approv ed 

STJi.TUS OF COORDINATING FOUWDATION AND REL.A.TI01'i THERETO OF U.P.A. 

Dr. Silver called attention to tho fact that last Spring the 
United Palestine Appeal was asked to set aside funds toward the under­
writing of the r.efugee Coordinating Found~tion, The United Palestine 
App eal as such was unwilling to contribute towards this fund, It was 
then suggested that for the sake of avoiding unnecessary conflict 
with the J.D.C. the matter be referred to Jerusalem. Our office 
communicated with Eliezer Kaplan on the matter, and lengthy conferences 
were held in London, Jerusalem and in Geneva on the subject; end while 
the Executive was not enthusiastic about the idea, they felt that for 
the sake of peace and in order to have a stronger position in the 
Allocations Committee, it might be well to make a gesture -- that the 
United Palestine Appeal would meet the J.D.C. up to $100,000. Much has 
happened since that time, and Dr, Silver questioned whether the 
Co 0rdinating F0undation could now function. Whether the J.D.C. is now 
ready to sh0~lder the full respcnsibility for the proj ect, and whether 
the UPA wishes to bear its share must be reconsidered. Dr. Silver 
felt that the whole matter is probably dropped. 

Mr. Lipsky also felt that since the matter depended upon the 
acceptance of the proposal by the German government, the whole thing is 
probably off. 

Dr. Silver was asked after exploring the status 
further to consult with the Adrr,inistrat ive 
Committee again before any decision is reached 
with respect to the participation of the UPA, in 
the Coordinating Foundation. 

Dr, Goldst~in asked whether Dr. Silver had had an oppcrtunity 
t c sound out Mr. Ussishkin on this matter. Dr. Silver assumed that 
Eliezer Kaplan had done so as the latter spoke in the name of the 
Agency. 
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BANK LOAN 

Mr. Lamport moved that in view of the need for additional funds 
to be sent to Palestine quickly, the officers be authorized to make 
short-term loans from the banks not to exceed ~500,000. 

The resolution which w~s mov~d and carried, read.as follows: 

That the National Chair8an, the Trensurer and 
Associate Treasurer, of the Unit~d P~lestine 
Appeal be authorized in their discretion to 
make loans not to exceed $500,000. 

RELATION OF UPA TO EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ON ZIONIST AFFAIRS 

Mr. Lipsky reported that the Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs was organized this afternoon in accordance with ins~ructions 
received from Dr. V{eizmann who acted in accordance with a resolution 
adopted by the Executive after the Genova Congress. This authorization 
directed Dr. Goldman, Dr. Vlise and Mr. Lipsky to organize in the United 
States an emergency committee to give consideration to all Zionist 
problems arising out of the ~ar, and to act for the Executive in America, 
r.ith the understanding that there were to be appointed on that committee 
representatives of the parti0s. The committee designated by Dr. ~eizmann 
co-opted Dr. Silv~r as Chairman of the UPA, and Robert Szold as 
economic and legal adviser. It also agreed to invite Mr. Henry Monsky 
and Dr. Cyrus Adler to become members of the Committ6e. Two representatives 
each of Had.assah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion were also co-onted. 

Mr. Lipsky explained that under the authority given to it, the 
Emergency Committee has the duty of coordinating a.~d regulating all the 
problems arising in the United States,bfaring on the problems of the war. 
One of the first problems to be dealtw/arise out of the cable from Eliezer 
Kaplan referring to the holding and dispatch of UPA fund$. The Emergency 
Committee decided that all funds collected by the U.P.A. be held here 
subject to call by the Executive. 

Mr. Lipsky ass~~ed that, in accordance with the directions 
r eceived from Dr. Weizmann, the Emergency Committee stands in place of 
the Executive of the Jewish Agency in lfihe United States, and that the 
United Palestine Appeal would take cognizance of the situation and 
act in accordance with the instructions received from Mr. Kaplan; and, 
therefore, that the money is to be held here subject to call by the 
Executive. 

Dr, Goldstein stated that as he understands the matter, the 
Emergency Cor;unittee is to undertake some of the activities which normally 
would belong to the Executive in Palestine. But insofar as the Keren 
Kayemeth is conc ~rned, it never has been under the jurisdiction of the 
Jewish Agency Executive. Therefore it seems advisable that the Emergency 
Committee should not undertake functions greater than those underta~ 
by the Agency itself. Under the circumstnnces and especially in viv-' 
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the agreement constituting the UPA, he saw no reason why funds should 
not continue to be distributed between the Keren Hayesod and Keren 
Kayemeth. 

Mr. Lipsky felt that under the present emergency wa.r conditions 
these technical points should not be considered and that all matters 
pertaining to Palestine should be hand.led by the Emergency Committee -
whether Keren Hayesod or Keren Kayemeth. However, after further discussion 

It was agreed that the Emergency Committee be 
asked to inquire of Palestine by cable whether 
the UPA is to hold all money collected, subject 
to call, or only the money of the Keren Hayesod. 
In the meantime all money is to be held by the 
U.P.A. 

APPLICATION FOR SlJ.BVENTION BY COUNCIL OF FEDERATIONS & WELFARE FUNDS 

A letter ?.as presented addressed to Dr. Silver (Appendix E) 
from Sidney Hollander, President of the Council of Federations and Welfare 
Funds. It asked for a subvention from the UPA to the Council. The 
request was first addressed to the New York UJ~. The latter felt that 
it was not within its province to make such an allocation: the request 
was turned over to the UPA and the JDC. 

Rabbi Heller felt that the request for such subventions should 
go to the Welfare Funds of the country. 

Dr. Silver explained that in New York City . · there is ao 
Welfare Fund, and therefore the New York campaign was the only organization 
to which an apProach could be made. He felt that a contribution should 
be made, but that the amount requested was out of proportion. He felt 
that the Council has been very helpful. 

Rabbi Heller felt that if a contribution were made we should 
indicate that it applies only to New York City; and he believed this 
should be done in agreement with the JDC. He did not believe that the 
grant was a proper responsibility of the UPA nationally. 

Mr. Lamport said that the Council does no work whatever for 
the New York campaign, but that they do very valuable work through the 
country. 

Motion was made and carried that the New York City UPA 
make a contribution of $2,500 to the Council of 
Federations and Welfare Funds. 

STATUS OF BEN ZION PECKER 

Motion was made and carried authorizing the Chairman to 
appoint in place of a previous committee a sub-
committee with power to act on the matter of the status of 
]en Zion Pecker, a former employee of the United Jewish 
Appeal and prior t o that, for many years employed in Palestine 
fund raising organizations. 

Respectfully submitted 
Florence Eitelberg 
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iINUTES: OF ,1lE.ETlNG OF z.o.A. EXECOTIVE, WEDNESDAY, SBPTEMBER 20, { p .M., A'U '!HE 
ASTOR HOTEL, BROADWAY AND 44T[I b'TREET 1 NEW YORK CITY~ . 1: 

PRE:3El~T: Dr. Solouon \ioldman (in the Chair), Messrs.David Berenstein, ej ii\ 
Dernstein,Charles r1.,Cov;en, Ju~e Henry F..11enbo~en, Abraham uoldberg, Dr! fs~~el 
Goldstein, ,,1urray Gurfein, Dr. James G. Heller,Dr. l!.,dward L. Israel,Dr. J. 
Levinthal,. Jud~e Louis E. Levinthal, Meyer Levy, LU:dwi_: Lewisohn, Louis L~psky, 
Morris ulargulies, Rabbi Irvin~ Miller,Charles Ress, Louis p)iocker, Carl Sherman, 
Sih1on Shetzer,William I.Siegel,Robert Szold, Morris WeinberJ, Dr.Stephen S,Wise; 
Alfred J. Kah.~ (representing Avukah), Eleazer Lipsky (representing Masada); 
Samuel Caplan, David Freiberger, Meyer W .11eis~al. 

Excuses for Absence: Dr.Barnett R.Brickner, Dr. Harr.r friedenwald, Abraham 
Goldstein, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Judge Julian W. Mack, Elihu D.Stone. 

A. H. FRIEDLAND: 

Dr.Ltoldman or,ened the meeting with the followinz tribute to the late Dr. A. H. 
Friedland: 

11 1 want to call this meeting to order and in opcnin-3 the meetinJ I want us to 
recall that A. H.Friedland is no longer in our midst. He never missed a meet­
ing froin the time he became a member of the Executive. It was only from the last 
meetin~ which followed the Convention that he absented himself, and never recov­
ered, never was out on the streets again. 

11 A.H.Friedland wA.s, to those who knew him, the noblest embodiment of the Hebraic 
spirit and the Hebraic mood in the United States. Ono can truly say of him that 
he never stepped out of these '.l)aled Amoth', the .fmr cubics of the Hebraic spir­
it. I do not want this statement to be misunderstood. I personally know few 
men who were equally masters of half a dozen EuropeM literatures, as was A. H, 
Friedl:ind, but to whatever subject he came, to whatever literature, he<?l.Ille as 
a i1 ebrew of the Hebrews, as one ,.vho had walked out of the p~es of the Tanach., 
moved through the folios of the Ta1L1Ud, :1nd finally emer~cd in the home of his 
spirit -- modern Hebrew literature. And in that literature, he was the master 
par excellence. 

"One can say of him, without the slightest exaJ~eration, that he was a poet, a 
sage~ and a saint, There was so much of bi~lik, of that type of personality in 
A.H. FriedlMd. If he had not become so absorbed in the problems of American 
Jewry, primarily as the educator, his genius miEht have en:r±hed Hebrew litera­
ture in the same manner as it wus by some of the ~reatcst talents of the day. 
~ut the passion for his people, for the literature of his people, their tradi­
tion and their whole historic past, and the burning zeal to make American Jewry 
participate and share, took him out of his literary activities and made of him 
the dynamic and creative educator that he was. 

11He was the traditional lover of the book. You know the practice among us -­
that when the Book falls to the ground, we raise it and we kiss it. Friedland 
did not wait for a book to fall to the gr0W1d to kiss it. Those who never saw 
Friedland turn the pa~es of a new book which crune to his library -- and he had 
accumulated some 17,000 books -- had never seen a true book lover. When the 
semi de luxe edition of Bialik' s works first appeared in four volumes, I received 
a telegram from him: 'Mazel tov lanu' -- Congratulations! that we have lived to 
see this day. 
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"We are going to miss him, in Jewish education, in Hebrew li ter-9.ture, and in 
Zionist work. We can only resolve that his name remain a blessing and an in­
spiration. 11 

Dr.Wise moved 
THAT copy of this tribute be sent to Mrs. Friedland, 
as a mark of our sorrow at the passing of a beloved 
comrade. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

REPORT ON ZIONlb'T CONGREbS: 

Dr. Goldman reported briefly on the Zionist Con~ress. He said: 

''I have to give you in a sentence or two a bit of background for the Congress. Prior 
to my going to Geneva, I went to Palestine and found the situation in Palestine so 
critical and so confused that I felt the Congress should either be called off or 
postponed. The Palestinians agreed with me -- that is, those of the leaders in the 
Organization who were in Palestine -- that a post~onement was wise1 but that my SUJ­
gestion had come too late. The Yishuv was confronting many difficulties. No one was 
quite clear as to what should be done in connection with the White Paper, and itv-as 
felt that an open discussion at the Congress was not the wisest way to meet the sit­
uation; but many of the delegates were already on the high seas, arra~ ement s had 
been made, and we went through with the Congress. 

11This Congress was not confronted with any ideological c".>ntroversies. All who were 
there were Zionists, and the Zionist world was confronted by one question: how to 
defeat the new policy of the British Government. It was not a question similar 
to the one of two years ago, a question of partition which became an ideological 
question, 9.nd at times a reli3ious tiuestion. Here it was simply the effort to dis­
cover the best method, the best way of defeating the White Pa_per. And there were two 
main views -- one known as the Weizmann aunroach, and the other as the Ben Gurion. 
Dr.Weizmann advocated the stiffest kind oi-8 :political battle 'l'Jith the British, a con­
structive program in the Yishuv, but under no circumstances to resort to the use of 
force. Ben Gurion wmted to eo as far as the use of violence, vis-a-vis the 0 ritish 
Government. Subsidiary to these two views was the question 0f unauthorized immizra­
tion. It had been a~reed that there should be no discussion of Aliyah bej;h before the 
plenum, but that agreement was violated, and those who uttered a word against Aliyah 
~ were not the most ,!)O.!,)Ular people at the Con;:;ress. There was always a storm 
of protest whenever the sugg~stion was made. I should say that the delegates to the 
Con~ress would have voted 99% for ~~h~, had it been submitted to them. These 
two views, forgetting Al:i.yah Beth, were debated primarily in the Political Commission, 
in the lobbies, in the cafes, but rarely on the floor of the Congress. Dr.Weizmann's 
view predominated. 

"So far for the political work of the Con~ress. This Conuress concerned itself with 
organizational matters, perhaps more than any previous Congress. Many felt that the 
Coniress r!lachinery was archaic. Many of its forms and methods came of a period when 
Zionism was a limited movement and the organization a small or~anization, The man 
had outgrown the child and there was need for new forms and new techniques, and the 
Congress grappled with these problems and the delegates dlscussed them with great 
earnestness. Some changes were introduced. Much more might have been done if Con­
gress had not had to adjourn some four or five days before adjournment was contempla­
ted. There was some talk in connection with organization, to reorganize the Executive, 
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but in view of the fact that the A~ency meeting was C'tlled off, the Executive 
could not be reorganized and remain constitutional, for the Executive has to be 
confirmed by the A~ency, and with the war cor1ling we did not know how soon we would 
have an A~ency meeting. 

"One or two more points: The :::iarty conflict in Zionist affo.irs was keenly felt at 
the Congress. It was bitter, and some of the parties threatened to walk out. One 
of them finally did ste11 out and came back again. If there ~ad been no Wllr stirn--
mun,:, and if we had not been confronted with the White Paper, these conflicts micht 
have assumed unwelcome :,ror,ortions . They were checked and restrained because of the 
general situation. but whatever the conflicts were, they ended in peace. 

"The American delegation this tiruG was a united deleiation. By this I mean that 
Hadassah and the Z.O.A. both becaae a .9art of Group A and acted jointly. I think 
that on the whole the Ame-cican delegation was unani110us on most questions. There 
may have been some :iersono.l differences; those always exist, but there were never 
any serious ideolo2:ical differences with respect to a Zionist rJrogram . Both polit­
ically and organizn.tionally we acted toJether. The presence of the American delega­
tion w1.is welcome and i,,ms felt . A good many of our delecates perforrood some ver; 
il'.lportant tasks and serv lees to the Congress. I do not believe that we vmre any 
longer looked upon as : ,rimitive Zionists who had just stepped. out of our A. B. C. 
There was a general feeling that the 1\mericm1 Jewish community, the American Zionist 
world had matured and was a force in the movement. 

"The details you have read in the newspapers. I have i:;iven you this very, very 
brief and most inadequate statement of what happened at Geneva. I might add thwt 
all of us left -- even though we were running awey, as it wore, from Geneva -- with 
the determination to go on building the Homeland, and with the deep conviction and 
unyieldin~ optimism that Palestine is the land of the Jew and will remain Eretz 
Yisroel. 11 

ADDITIONS TO z.o.A. EXECUTIVE: 

The Chairman called ~ttention to the fact that the Convention voted the addition of 
five me.mbers to the Executive. Tho passing of A. H. Friedland made it necessary to 
add a sixth member, and Dr.Goldman felt that the vacancy caused by Mr. Friedland's 
death should be filled by Ezra Z.Shar)iro, a Clevelander and a close disci1)le of 
A. H. Friedland who was with him to the last moment. As for the country at large, 
The Pacific Coast had recommended Judge I. M.Golden of San Francisco and Aaron Riche 
of Los Angeles. The nume of Morcedai l~onowitz, former President of the Long Island 
Zioni st Region, had been submitted by that Region. Acting on the authority given 
him by the Convention to name two of the five additions to the Executive, Dr.Goldman 
submitted the names of A. K. Epstein of Chicago and Israel B. Brodie of New York. 

Rabbi Israel felt that the South (East of IVlississipr,i) should be represented on the 
Executive. Rabbi Levinthal suggested a representative for the Northwest, instead 
of two for the Pacific Coast. Mr. Goldberg expressed his agreement with Rabbi 
Israel and Rabbi Levinthal, and suggested that the five names submitted by the Presi­
dent (exclusive of Ezra Shapiro) be considered as nominees and the elections take 
place at the next meeting. He also moved 

THAT Mr.Ezra z. Shapiro of Cleveland be hereby 
elected as a member of the Z.O.A. Executive, 
to fill the vacancy created by the death of 
A.H. Friedland. 
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The motion was seconded and unnnimoualycnrried, 

Dr. Wise proposed tha following motion: 

THAT the list as suggested 
by Dr.GoJdman be accepted. 

Seconded and unanimously carried. 

Z.0.A. OBJECTIVES: 

The Chairman felt that the Executive at this meeting, in view of the situation 
co~fronting us, should ~ive some time to a consideration of Z.O.A. objectives during 
this year. ~e asked the members whether they thoui;ht the Orianization can proceed 
~lon~ the lines of last year, without makini any cha.n~e in its program, concentrat­
ing its efforts along one or two or three ~articular objectives; or whether they 
thouGht, because of the situation we already find ourselves in and the situation we 
may be in in one or two months, there should be a. rec,)nsidcrntion of the program and 
the objectives of the Organization. He called for discussion on tm subject. 

Dr. 1Vise pointed out that there can be no consider&tion of the objectives of the Z.O.A. 
without dwellin~ on the matter of the American Executive for the Jewish Agency, the 
obligations that it must assume and the part that it will ~1ay in the totality of the 
Zionist picture. 

In ~his conne~tion the Chairman reported that the Executive of thd Aeency met, fol­
lowing the adJournment of Conaress, and named a 001:unittee of Three consistino- of 
Dr. TI'ise, Mr, Lipsky and himself (Dr. GoJdman) as the r,~presentatives of thtExecu­
tive for North and South America, to act durini the lJoriod of the war on such General 
Zionist quest~ons as will ~row out of the emergency. Subse'1uent to the action of the 
Agency Executive, we were advised of the action by Dr. Weizmann n.nd we were asked to 
organize a Committee and coopt such additionul members as the three named will find 
necessary. This Committee of Three met and is in the process of forming such a Com­
mittee. We are askinE the parties to be represented. We feel that we should go 
outside of immediate Zionist circles and invite two men who represent not non-Zionists, 
strictly speaking, but rather, who represent more an interest in Palestine than in 
Zionist ideology or in the Zionist Organization. The two men outside of the Zionist 
circle, recommended by the Committee of Three to the other parties, are Mr. Henry 
Monsky and Dr.Cyrus Adler. It is quite obvious that this Co1runittee will concern 
itself with the emer~ency Froblems, and those emergency problems will naturally be 
political as well as economic. The Zionist Organl~ation as such will, for the year, 
be relieved of political questions. This was to some extent true last year. The 
political work was done by the inter-party committee. The America.~ Zionist Bureau 
now l)ecomes not a Bureau of the Parties, but a Bureau of the American Executive of' 
the Aeency, and the e:>qJenses of the Bureau will not be D. part of our budget or of 
the budget of the other parties; it will be a part of the budget of the Agency. In 
considering the objectives of the Z.0.A, for the comin(;{; year we will have to remem­
ber that there will be an Emer~ency CQI!ID.lit.J&a..Jm:. Zionist Affairs that will concern 
itself with all matters affectine Palestine as a result of the war. 

Rabbi Israel stated that we are very deeply concerned with what now assumes even 
ireater im~ortance than ever, namely, the matter of fund-raisin~. We are also con­
cerneu with Zionist District matters, such as membershir,, education and the like; 
but we have become increasingly concerned with the political aspects of the situation, 
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and in line with that we set up this Bureau which will come under the jurisdiction 
of the Executive. The U.S. Government has ruled that P~lestine is a belligerent 
coi.ui~ry. It has also ri:led that fund-raisin~ activities will be permitted and will 
cont~nue as theJ' have with certain regulations that have to be made alon;.1 Government-
al lines. ~he_question that will be put to us is: Just what is the poiitical sta-
t1:1s of the Z:i.om.st movement at the present time, with regard to the American scene, 
since the American Government ( the State Department) has taken the attitude that 
Palestine constitutes a bellij£erent nation? How far can we advance ll!ld carrr on 
~:oiJ~ta.nda? In. o~r membership v,ork we will be asked what is the relationshi; of 
LJiom.sm as a .:,iolitical movement to the reestablishment of a. Jewish Homeland under 
present conditions. 

Dr. Wise stated that we were instructed by cable to or, ··anize a Cammi ttee to act for 
rh E t· · A · ~ 
v e xecu ive in merica on all c1uestionG arising out of the war, with which the 
Executive in Pa.lestl. ne and in London cannot deal; we h!ivc the on tire authority of 
the Executive of the Jewish Azency. Actin~ under the :_:iven iastructions of Dr. 
Weizmann and the Executive, Mr. L.i.!)Sky, Dr. Goldman A..nd himself (Dr. Wise) went to 
the Secretary of State 3.nd had a ratner ~ood talk with him. Since then we have 
learned that Palestine is 3. belJ.i~erent count:ry. Dr.f-fise further expressed the 
thought that we have t.wo lin8s of activity in America --- in tho first place, the 
Z.O .a. must remember that it is an American organization o~er,1ting in Palestine. 
Palestine is a favored country. We will i'i.nd ourselves favore:d, and yet we must 
remember that for the i1resent we are a neutral count!"'.( .,nd we must be very careful 
to observe not only the law with regard to neutralit;r, but we must. not even give 
our fellow-Jews in America the ri~ht to say that we arc imggcstine that Great Brit­
ain has personal allies and supporters in the United States. It is one thing to 
have a personal view and another to i,ake a position a~i an officer of nn Organiza-
tion. The tone has been set for us by Dr. Weizmann's fine l0tter to the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain. We can, however, move forward alon~ -tmse lines: We 
have th8 rilht to ~ive our fullust supDort to the proerrun of development in Pales­
tine, arrl what is of hi~hest importance, to helr Americans, particularly Jew~, to 
aay that today the ~ates of 1-'alestine can admit more refuleos than all the other 
countries in tho world put together, outside of the United States. 

Dr. Wise felt that if the Conference is held on October 16 and 17, Palestine will 
not be ignored or forgotten. He said he had. informed f!.r. Myron TRylor that, under 
nornal conditions, we can t:3.ke care in the next five years of 100,000 Jewim fami­
lies in PulestLT1.e. Dr.ihse said further that both Sccrcta!".r Hull and Ambassador 
Lothian are anxious to see Dr.Wciz,nann. 'l'he British knbassador will present Dr. 
Weizmann to the 1-'/hite House. As to what to say to peor,le, Dr. 'llise pointed out that 
within the last fortnight more J er.vs have entered l)aler3tine than in the last three 
months. We have a perfect ri~ht to say to .•eorJle th :1t eve17thinJ else is tenta­
tive, and unlike British Guiana, Rhodesia, Angola, etc. , Palestine offers the only 
haven not because we Zionistp, s~y so, but because of the facts of the case. As 
for the White Paper, the only people who reinember the V'1i.i te Paper toclay are the 
::inti-Zionists. Great Britain has fort;;;otten it. Groat Britain has cancelled the 
fiat of 1-Ar. MacDonald. Jews arc ~oin£; into PalestJ.ne . So th11t the case for tho 
Zionists Dr.Wise thought, is won. The matter of the reinstatement of the Balfour 
Declaration ~~11 have to be thou~ht through very carefully. No important political 
step will be taken by the Executive act.L.,g for the Jewish A~ency, w~ tho:1t the !'11:1~­
est consultation with the Z.O.A. Executive, wherever such consultation J.S not inhib-
ited b7 reasons of conditions. 

Dr. Lewisohn stated we can emphasize that the Zionist idea ls a fundamental idea 
concerning the destiny of the Jewish Peo,le. 
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Rabbi Heller recalled the preparations that were made in 1917 before the United 
States went into war. He felt that there are certain thinis which the Executive 
ought to consider doinJ in advance. In addition to organizine the Zionist parties 
in the United States under the Emergency Executivo, some attempt ouJht to be made 
to do what was done in those years to brin,g into the Zionist councils in this coun­
try men who are Zionists at heart and who would be willini to consider in private 
wh~t can be done when the proper tine comes. 

Mr,Lfoldberg believed that two i)rosrams must be prep4red: one in case of war in 
Palestine, in which event a Jewish Le~ion should be oreanized; and the other if 
there is no war, in which case we can carry through a reconstruction program in 
the manner indicated by Dr. Wise. We must instruct all our branches that, for the 
time being, they must be neutral in all their public utterances. The Emergency 
Committee that we are to build up under the aeJis of the Ageiicy Executive should be 
one that will carry weitlht. Furthermore, the z.O.A. Executive should not be omitted 
in this work, Mr.Goldberg SU&!ested that a group of thirty men be named to act as 
a consultant body; a list should be prepared and pN:Ja6a.11da work begun. In 1914 we 
succeeded in drawing in many personalities who gave their su;;,port and weight to the 
Organization. But they did not come in by themselves. Wo should in evecy way tcy 
to draw in nov1 men of that type. Within a year we will have a new Zionist group m d 
Zionist blood will be enriched. 

Rabbi Miller pointed out that the z.O.A, has its battle-front today in the light of 
the war emeriency, in that it must reca~)ture American Jewry. He said he was amazed 

C ~ 7 
to find when he came back .frcm the ongress that iood '-'ionists were apr,roaching him 
and asking him whether we are not goinJ to soft-pedal Palest.lne and Zionism during 
the war period. Men and women in the street are at a lor-s to tie up Palestine to­
day with the whole Jewisl: problem. Our task throU&h 11ro!)aeanda and through polit­
ical means is tcagain focus the attention of our People on the primacy of Palestine 
in Jewish life, from the point of view of Jevtlsh ri~hts in general and the Jewish 
status in the world at the present time. It is to the best interests of the Execu­
tive to harness the minds of the people to the problem of keeping the public mind 
continually informed on Palestfae. A small committee must be set up to think 
through all the problems of organization and to execute such plans in this great 
obj octive of again enrollin~ the r:1asses of American Jewry and o.f sustB-ining the mor­
ale 0f tµe Yishuv, which it wi:i.l so badly need durint;; the time of the war. Now is 
our opportunity not only to ro-enroll the 46,000 members, but to enroll perhaps 
three or four times that number. American J ewr.1 is goinJ to be appealed to to give 
more money to fi~ht anti-Semitisra here in America. ours ouJht to be the most die­
nified and the most constructive voice in American Jewry at this time. 

Dr.Golian stated that there is no intention in anyone 1 s mind, certainly not in the 
mind uf Dr. Wise, lvir. Lipslc-<J, or himself, that the Z,U,A. Executive be ell.Dinated 
from the picture at ~resent. It is no secret among ourselves and the other parties 
that the strength of Zionist life in America is not tho two or three parties, but 
the Zionist Organization of America; and this Exsoutive, represeri"ting the Zionist 
Organization of America, has the men who will have to do the major thinking as well 
as car:r-✓ the major burden of Zionist work for the next sever~l years. This Execu­
tive will have the opportunity to discuss the qte stions that will have to be imple­
mented by a smaller grou!_), namely, the Emergency Committee. 

With resard to the general political question,Dr,Goldman said that Jews are QOW 

going to Palestine. That does not mean to say that the British have lifted the re­
strictions. It does not mean to s~y that the White Pa9or is nullified. The patrol 
has been removed nnd the Jews are no longer asking (!Uestions whether it is ~1liyah 
ful:th or Ale,vh, and the Goverrnaent is not stopriing them. Dr.Goldman felt that this 
can be stressed when speaking to American Jewry: Palesti..""le is no .. Y taking Jews more 
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than ever before. He naid he thought that colonizing ex11eriments, outside of 
Palestine, are dead; and that those who will be dealing with colonization ~roblems 
will find themselves in two or three months as ridiculous as we thoue,ht them to be 
last year. 

Dr.Goldman added that nothing has made him as unhappy, since his return, as the at­
titude of American Jews in the present crisis, He said he was ashamed of his 
PeoFle and heartsick. We uct as a beaten peo9le, without a shred of self-respect 
left in our whole system. Whenever we want to make a statement with re~ard to the 
general world situation, we are told to be cautious, to weizh our words, that Amer­
ica is neutre.l. Dr.li'oldman said he is not only an American., but also a Jew, and that 
he meant to confront 1,roblems of his People as an Amer ican and as a Jew, and to con­
front them with the same self-respect as a Jew as he does as an American; arrl that, 
as an American, if a country had attacked him for five or six years, he would be in 
uniform and shouldering a gun. For him, he said, the war started six years ago, 
and he thought it shameful on our part to say that we a.re not going to make our :po­
sition clear in the present crisis, and that we even hesita te to state as to whether 
we are on the side of the democracies, lest this be interpreted as being unneutral. 
Dr.GQldman felt that we cannot yield to the timidity that is now in the atmosphere, 
and he wished to warn Zionists that timidity, neutrality, caution, are now other 
words for anti-ZioniQm• That is the new vocabulary. It is the same hush., hush 
policy that has been the nemesis of Jewish life in America. and has been intensified 
within the last five or six years. American Jews have become psychologicalfy' timid; 
they have lost their self-respect; they are not actin~ as human-beings will under 
these circumstances. We are part of an old People that has been attacked merciless­
ly for six years. Now this same enemy steps into Poland and murders leading Jews in 
Lemberg and in Craccw, not as Poles., but primarily as Jews. And if the Zionists in 
America are going to retreat in the background and take over the state of mind and 
t he psychological attitude of the anti-Zionist, we will not be abl~ to give to the 
J ews of the United States the program of which some of us spoke this afternoon. We 
mus t make clear where the sympathies of the Jews are and sµrnk of that ve:f freely. 
We have to without delay -- not only in belligerent countries., but here inpthe . 
United States and not in the form of bargaining -- speak of the future ?f a~estine. 
Our political' objective is clear: the im!Jlementation of the Balfour Declaration must 
be m;de a reality as a result of this w4r, A simple, clear memorandum ha~ to be 

· tten out, We must in the im1, ortant r,olitical centers of the world begin a proc­
:~~ of indoctrination among raen whose o,:_Jinion will count at the peac~ ta?le • It 
would be wise and imperative that we begin without much delay preparing in6ormative 

r)ar·phlets on Jewish achievements in Palestine a.11.d send them to membeTrs of hongl' rde~s. 
~ - · hl t nth or every six weeks. hey sou e They should receive such pamp es every mo ~ • D G ldman be-

m~de to understand what we understand with respect to ale~tineD Wr~ o d 
lieved that this process of indoctrination will be ~ollowect b? r. ei~m~nt:: Or­
others of the World Zionist Executive, in other capitalbs. hi~ith ~eg::ve ~o ao on 

t b' ctives· (1) a larger mem ers P• e w 
ganization, there are wo O Je • 'bl , (Z) Just as we will aim our 
and make the Organization.as lari~ asow!ii~s:~ h~v~a~~ aim our propaganda amone Jews 
nrovaganda at the non-Jewish wor ' ~ . f p lestine in t;b.e Jewish pro-
t o makef themt re~t~i~e~~r~nt~:~ ::;~dt~;0 ~;:r~~i;!s~ora~ion, without limiting it to 
gram o res ora io 
Palestine. 

· t · d to car!"J on the work of the 
Dr.Goldman further :xpress:d ~he belie; th~o ~~ :~~:ntalize the work; that the 
Organization effect7vely, it is n~ce~s ryhave chairmen· that these Chairmen meet 
departments or committees or c?:~ss~~n~hat this grouy'will be able to carry on the 
to~ether as freq~entlybas rossif the :present situation, than ever before. 
work with more vigor, ecause o . 
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We do not know how soon Polish Jewry will recover,Dr. Goldman continued. When 
German Jewry was destroyed., the Jewish Peo)le -- that is., the Hebraic., the Zionist 
11eo?le -- had lost no reservoir, but through the destruction of Polish Jewry we are 
losing a reservoir. One reservoir remains now: Palestine. As to whether we will, 
in 100 or 200 years, become the reservoir for ,Tewlsh spiritual or national life, we 
do not know; but Palestine is today the only reservoir for positive Jewish life. 
This thouiht must be brought home to our People. 

This,Dr. Goldman concluded, is our objective. We have a pro~ram; we can face our 
Jews; we do not have to bec,:)me discmuraged or pessimistic, and we can go on with our 
work, 

Mr. Cowen suggei;;ted -that as soon as possible a statement be issued to the Jews of 
America. He thouJht that the Jews of Palestine ou~ht to know wh~t we are doing. 

V!ith reference to Rabbi 1i1iller 1 s observation as to the confusion in the mlnd of the 
aver~e Jew with regard to the position of Palestine, Judge Levinthal stated that 
tho situation in Philadelphia is quite the contrary. The average Jew and Jewess has 
felt what Dr.Wise., as a rosult of his knowlnda{c, has expressed today, -- that the 
one bright spot in the black picture is Palestine. Judee Levinthal observed also 
that thousands of 1oung men and women who were attracted to Communism have in recent 
days become disillusioned and confused, and he felt that we (the Zionists) must en­
lighten them. Avuka.cl-:t and Masada must be e..vicoura,;ed to the limit now, he urged. 

The Chairman asked those present if they doem0d it wise to call on the Zionists of 
the country to arrange as soon as possible simulte.neous meetings thr'oughout the 
country, under the general heading of 11Palestine and the Present Crisis11

, or "Our 
Duty to Palestine Today", so as to arouse the Zionists and to remove much of the pes­
simism and the doubts that are expressed. 

Judie Levinthal sucgested that Balfour Day would be the appropriate time. 

Rabbi ~srae1 su~ested that the occasion be utilized for the launchinc of a vigorous 
membership cam:-iai~1n. 

Rabbi Heller SUi,Zested that in addition to inauguratin& a membership campaiJn, a 
national gatherin~ be convened, broadening out the Administrative Committee; and 
that the national membership cum1)ait.,n be Launched at this national ,:!athering. 

In reply to Judge Ellenbogsn I s irH1uiry as t o what ste.:,s the President and Secretary 
have taken with regard to the plans for membershi,, Mr. l~1ar;_;ulies stated that prior 
to Rosh Hashonah every District Ch:J.irman and Secret::ny was communicated with and ex­
plained that in view of the fad that America will he called upon to render unpre­
cedented service, rnembershi1) ccun_paigns should be launchod without delay. On Sept­
ember 19 the Districts were asked to inform the Natic,nal Office on what day they will 
s~art their membership drives, who the members of their 1vlemborship Committees are, 
and what goal they have set themselves for this drive. Mr. Margulies believed that 
the sum;estion to issue a proclruaation and to start tho membership campaign on a na­
tional basis., will l)rove most helpful, and that if a definite date were set for meet­
ings throughout the country., fifty or sixty re r cent. of the Districts would comply., 
which would prove a ~reat impetus to the lilembership activity. 

It was moved 
THAT Balfour Day be made the 
focal point of the membership 
cain~ai~n for 1939 - 1940. 
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RECEIVED AT 65 BROAD STREET, NEW YORK, AT _____ S=EP~2 ... 0_1 .... 9....,J ..... 9 _____ STANDARD TIME 

GBW 458 

JERUSALEM 71 18 1735 

DLT UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL ill FIFI'H AVENUE NEW YORK 

IN PRESENT CRUCIAL HOUR YISHUV STANDS FIRM UNITED STRIVING 

ON CARRY WORK RECEIVING NEV{ IMMIGRANTS INTENSIFYING COLONISATION 

PREPARING COURAGEOUSLY CONFRONT ALL DIFFICULTIES TASKS STOP 

TRUST JEWRY YOUR COUNTRY WILL IMMEDIATELY MOBILIZE ALL EFFORTS 

ENABLE YISHUV SURMOUNT DIFFICULTIES AND TIDE OVER DISTRESSING 

PERIOD UNTIL AGAIN AND MORE THAN HITHERTO SOURCE OF STRENGTH AND 

HOPE TO ISRAEL STOP NEW YEARS GREETINGS AWAITING TELIDRAPHIC 

INFORMATION 

KERENYESOD HANTKE YAFFE 



!.::.:.:.tORANDUM 

TO: DP.ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

FRO : SAMUEL CAPLA.i.1 

Sept. 21,1959 

1. Attached herem.th is a copy of the minutes of the la.st meeting of 
the Emergency Committee for Zionist Af'fairs. 

2. Please take note that the next meeting will be held on Monday, October 2. 

5. Also attached is a copy of cable received by the Palestine Economic Corp. 
and forwarded to us. 
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NO. 55 BULLETIN 
THE WAR 

For Member Agencies 
Not for Publication 

September 21, 1939 

THREE 11'JEEKS OF WAR 

The pace of events in Europe is so swift and major developments 
follow each other in such rapid succession that it is virtually impossible 
to summarize the situation at any given moment. World-shaking developments 
occur overnight and are soon forgotten in the -wake of still greater political 
or military surprises. All that is certain in these uncertain weeks is that 
any survey of the situation put down on paper will, to some extent at least, 
be out of date by the time it is read. 

It is important~ however~ to crystallize in one's mind the situa­
tion as it appears three weeks after the opening of hostilities in Europe, if 
only to establish a background against which the effects of the next inter­
national bombshell may be judged. 

Here is a brief review of the effects of the war thus far on Jewish 
groups in various countries overseas and on Jewish welfare and communal acti­
vities in the United States. The material has been compiled from the state­
ments of national and overseas organizations and the reports of the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency. 
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LOCAL 

The war is naturally having its effect on all social welfare efforts 

in local communities througpout the United States. 

Red Cross. The Red Cross will hold its annual roll call beginning 

November 11. It will seek to increase its subscriptions by as much as 40 percent 

for war relief purposes. It does not contemplate any emergency campaign as yet. 

Cormnunity Chests. At the meeting of community chest leaders in New York 

last week, it became clear that most local chest campaigns this Fall would empha­

size the importance of maintaining our peace-time program and the significant 

part chests play in preserving free local traditions. There was a feeling that 

11 the shock of war was stirring emotions which had become calloused to traditional 

appeals." 

The conference urged local chest boards to begin considering the problem 

of coordinating possible emergency appeals, including the Red Cross, with the 

campaigns for local purposes. 

Jewish Welfare Funds. About forty communities are conducting welfare fund 

drives or joint appeals this Fall. Bulking largest in their budgets are the 

appropriations for the overseas agencies, which have already made commitments on 

the basis of the funds promised them from these campaigns. 

Philadelphia has set a $1,000,000 goal. Dallas has postponed its 

campaign until the winter. Toronto has moved its campaign forward to an earlier 

date. Cities going ahead with Fall drives include Baltimore, Cincinnati, Dayton, 

Rochester, Toledo, Troy, Tulsa, Wheeling, Vfilmington and Youngstown. 

The major overseas agencies do not at present contemplate emergency 

campaigns for this Fall. They are depending on the welfare funds throughout the 

country to carry through their local 1939 programs per schedule. Communities 

holding Fall campaigns are expected to meet their quotas at least as effectively 

as have the previous 1939 drives. Cities which conducted Spring efforts will be 



asked to speed up the collection process and fulfill their obligations as quickly 

as possible to help meet the new emergency needs. 

In general the war has increased rather than lessened the burden resting 

upon national . and overseas agencies. The watchword for local Jewish welfare funds 

is II Stand by i" 

Welfare funds are advised to hold up the transmission of funds to insti­

tutions in Eastern Europe until their status is made known and the currency sit­

uation is clarified. As soon as banking arrangements with Eastern European 

countries are stabilized, the Council will advise its member agencies as to the 

best methods of transmitting these appropriations. 

Refugees. Resettlement activities are continuing uninterrupted. Problems 

of affidavits, correspondence with agencies in Europe and similar matters should 

be cleared with the National Refugee 5ervioe, Inc. 

Funds for Individuals Abroad, N0 way has yet been found to send money 

to individuals in Poland. For persons in Germany, the Haavaramark method of trans­

mission is no longer in e ffeot. The i .. merican Express Company is willing to send 

registered marks into Germany but will not guarantee delivery. It will, however, 

guarantee refund of money not delivered. 
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ABROAD 

POLAND 

There were about 3,325,000 Jews in Poland, as it existed on September l, 

1939. Already at least 1,000,000 of them have oome under the domination or the 

Nazi army and government. Approximately 1,000,000 others live in territories 

taken over by the Soviet forces. The remainder may find themselves either in 

German-oontrolled land or in a new trunoated Polish state which in turn may be 

under the thumb of either the Nazi or Soviet government. The decision will be 

made by the signatories of the Moscow pact. 

The t•emendous dislocation which this process involves is obvious. But 
that is not the whole story. As the German armies advanced into Polish territory, 
tens of thousands of Jewish families fled toward the East, to the borders of 
Lithuania, Russia and Rumania, leaving their homes and possessions to the invaders. 
Not many of them were permitted to enter the neighboring countries, however, and 
most of them have beoome an additional burden to the already impoverished communi­
ties of Ee.stern Poland. 

Many of the Polish cities contain huge Jewish populations - Warsaw, 
350,000; Lodz, 200,000: Lwow, 100,000; Krakow, 561 000. Nazi bombardments, according 
to some reports, seemed to be concentrated, either by accident or design, on the 
Jewish quarters of these oommunities. News stories, passed by the Berlin censor, 
assert that smaller Jewish conummities in the line of the German advance have been 
burned to the ground to avenge "sniping"; that Jews of all ages have been put to 
forced labor, building roads for the German army; that large "oontribut ions" have 
been levied on Jewish populations; that outright oonfiscation of Jewish property 
is the normal procedure in German-held territory, and that wholesale arrest of 
rabbis, Jewish leaders, and "anti-Nazi elements" is the order of the day. 

The war has produced the usual orop of atrocity stories. They mAy or 
may not be true. But one fact is olear. The plight of the one to two million Jews 
caught in the Nazi grip in Poland is tragic, desperate, and likely to be, at the 
veey outset of the Nazi occupation, far worse than the condition of German Jewry 
six years after the advent of Hitler. 

What will happen to the Jews in Soviet territory remains to be seen. If 
they are treated as have been the Jews in Russia proper, they are not likely to 
suffer on account of racial origin, although there may be drastic readjustments 
and, at the best, temporary dislocation of occupations and economic life and inter• 
ference with organized religious education. 



The eoonomio situation of Polish Jewry has long been miserable• It 
seems clear that in the German area, it will grow rapidly worse, barring some 
drastic change in Nazi policies or world events. In the Russian sector, too, con­
ditions are not likely to improve much at a time when nations are husbanding their 
resources for war. 

In Germany itself, the pressure of war needs has somewhat relaxed the 
economic phases of the anti-Semitic program momentarily. Jewish young people have 
been put to forced manual labor at wages equal to those of other employees. Jewish 
emigre doctors have been invited to return. New anti-Jewish measures, however, 
continue to be taken at the same time. 

REFUGEES 

The war has naturally brought forth a host of new regulations controlling 

the movement of individuals from one country to another. Since the war is only 

three weeks old, there is still a good deal of improvisation about these rules and 

it will probably take some time before they are stabilized, if at alle 

At present, Jews are still being permitted to leave Germany, largely 
through Italy, Norway and Sweden. Immigration into England and Canada from Germany 
is now olosede According to some reports, persons of military age have been pre­
vented from emigrating. The policy would seem to be to detain persons who might 
be of assistance to the Reich in its war tasks. The United Palestine Appeal reports, 
however, that immigration t~ Palestine has not been restricted on this basis. 
Several de.ys following the beginning of hostilities, 1,000 young Jews were permitted 
to leave Germany and sail for Palestine• 

A certain number of Polish refugees were able to get into Lithuania, 
Latvia and Rumania before those countries closed their frontiers. There is no pos­
sibility as yet of determining their number. In Rumania, oamps have been set up 
near the border to care for the refugees. 

German, Austrian and Czech refugees in Allied countries have been subject 
to special war measures. Most of them are being registered. Some are being in­
terned as nationals of the enemy country, but special treatment is being consid• 
ered for them as emigres friendly to the nations which offered them hospitality. 
Many have volunteered for the armed services and civil defense forces in Britain 
and France. 

In the United States, immigration of aliens from Warsaw and London has 
been temporarily stopped through September and possibly part of October because of 
limitations of shipping facilities and beoause the staffs of the consulates must 
devote all their time to welfare work and helping American citizens get home. 
Nevertheless each steamer arriving in New York since September 5 has brought 
some refugees. 

American consuls in Germany are still issuing visas. Would-be emigres 
who have obtained visas have been wiring relatives in the United States that they 
will be permitted to leave Germany through neutral countries provided they can 
show that steamship tickets on neutral ships have been purchased for them in 
foreign exchange. 



If immigration from Germany to the United States is suspended, it is 
hoped that the quota numbers held by people in Germany may be transferred to refu­
gees already outside of Germany. In this way the German quota would continue to 
be filled. 1-.fter all Americans have been evacuated from Europe, immigration into 
the United States from Allied and neutral countries, it is expeoted, will be re­
sumed. Emigres who are in Allied countries on temporary visas and have not joined 
the armed forces will continue to seek admission here. 

Plans for the meeting of the Intergovernmental Refugee Committee at the 
r,nite House on October 16 and 17 have not been canceled. The immediate problem 
will be to find permnent homes for 100,000 refugees now scattered through England, 
France, the Netherlands, Belgium and the Scandinavian countries. 

PALESTINE 

Slight re la.xa tion of the Pe.le stine government's immigration policy per­

mitted the landing of a boatload of refugees who were formerly in the Czech army. 

The men ware immediately incorporated into Palestine 1 s defense forces. There is a 

strong possibility that the immigration ban will be relaxed and the limited immi• 

gra tion policy outlined in the 111/hi te Paper re~ised. 

In the meantime the Jews of Palestine have dropped their attacks on the 
British Government for its recent Palestine policy and haw thrown their full 
support to the Allied cause. By the middle of September, 100,000 Palestinian 
Jews ( one third of them women) had volunteered for war or emergency service in a 
registration sponsored by the Jewish Agency and the Jewish National Council. At 
the same time, Arab organizations have announced support of the Government• 

Imperial defense measures have been enforced in Palestine• Action has 
been taken to conserve essential commodities. including food supplies. Haifa 
has had a test blackout. 

Amerioan Zionist leaders returning from wrorld Zionist Congress in Geneva. 
after the war had begun, asserted that the world conflict may force Britain to 
abandon the 1Vhite Paper policy of restricted immigration and land purchase and that 
the center of Zionist activity might now shift to the United States as the princi• 
pal neutral country. Financial support for Palestine which used to come from 
Poland~ England and France will now be drastically curtailed. 



AT HOME 

.America's neutral position in the conflict will not immunize her from 

the effects of the war in Europe. In the field of social welfare, the problem 

of war relief is once again coming to the fore. 

Under the Neutrality Aot, which President Roosevelt invoked soon after 

the declaration of war by England and France, any organization wishing to raise 

money for relief or any other purpose for a belligerent nation must obtain a per­

mit from the State Department and report to it regularly. The Red Cross, however, 

which submits its audits to the Secretary of War has authority to make appeals as 

it sees fit. 

A group of connnunity chest leaders meeting in New York last week suggest­

ed that Secretary Hull be asked to appoint a standing advisory committee of citizens 

experienced in welfare problems to assist the State Department in reviewing re­

quests for war relief fund-raising permits. This suggestion has not yet been 

accepted by the State Department. In the meantime, it is reported from Washington 

that as of September 19, the Department had already granted permission to 42 organi­

zations to begin or to continue raising funds for welfare purposes intended for 

the population or institutions of belligerent oonntries. 

The war has naturally affected the work of national and overseas Jewish 

organizations dealing with overseas and refugee needs. 

As the situation changes with kaleidoscopic spoed from day to day, the 

agencies are constantly forced to adjust themselves to altered conditions. Eaoh 

day brings new crises, new emergencies, a host of new problems. Old procedures 

no longer apply and new formulas become rapidly outdated. While the large questions 

of Europe-• the fate of Poland, the position of Russia, the scope and duration 

of the war -- remain unsolved, the many smaller questions are not likely to be 

answered quickly. And such questions as how aid is to be given to the stricken 

Jews of Poland, what is the status of refugees in Europe, what Britain intends 
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to do in Palestine, ·are all, relatively speaking, · in the minor oategory. 

Nevertheless, the national Jewish agencies are working to reduoe these 

uncertainties to a minimum and to meet every situation as it arises with all the 

resouroes at their oommand. 

The Council has requested some of the major organizations oonoerned 

to submit authoritative statements on the effeot whioh the war has had on their 

work. 

United Jewish Appeal. Aooording to a statement issued by the joint 
ohairmen oniie Vnited Jewish Appeal, eaeh of the three oonstituent agenoies 
in the UJA has been faced with emorgenoy demands which c,a11 be met only if local 
oommunities fulfill their obligations "with greater dispo.te,h than ever". Summar­
ies of the situations oonfronting the three agenoies follow. 

1. National Refugee Servioe, Ino. The limited flow of refugees to 
the United States is expev"ted to continue at the se.tte re. te as before the war. 
Refugees are continuing to leave Germany and the number of transient refugees 
waiting in other countries is still large. The NRS is concerning itself es­
pecially with the concentration of' refugees in Cuba and Shanghai. It is quite 
unlikely that there will be any diminution from the quota permitted by Federal 
law. The work of rerouting. resettlement, maintenance and employment continues 
as heretofore. 

The National Refugee Service is issuing Informational Bulletins to all 
its cooperating committees and organizations throughout the country. The 
Bulletins outline prooedures whioh looal groups should follow in the present 
orisis in respect to affidavits, overseas oorrespondence, transmission of funds, 
ate. 

2. Joint Distribution Conunittee. Originally set up to cope with a war 
situation, the Joint Distribution CO!lllilittee is now adjusting itself' to the re­
quirements of the seoond World War. In the first three weeks of hostilities, it 
was flooded with urgent requests for aid from praotioally all its committees over• 
seas·• 

The JDC is cooperating with the Council f'or German Jewry in London, 
the Jewish Colonization .Association, the Hicem (HIAS-ICA Emigration Assooiation) 
and relief committees in many European countries. It is also discussing oooper­
ative measures with other relief' organizations here, such as the Amerioan Red 
Cross and the Amerioan Friends Service Committee. 

The war has greatly increased the responsibilities of the JDC, whioh 
made expenditures f'ar beyond its September budget for emergency needs in Poland, 
where immediate funds were required for foodr shelter and the evacuation of women, 
children, the aged and the sick. Emergency funds for Jewish relief' organiJations 
in other countries have .also been provided in the past weeks. 
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The JDC has had requests from emigration bureaus in Germany and former 
Austria for assistance in relation to persons now leaving those countries. "i/ar 
developments have brought urgent calls on the JDC for larger sums for refugee 
assistance in Central and South America, Cuba and Shanghai. 

A good deal of the JDC's activities in Europe will now devolve upon the 
American representatives of the JDC in Europe. In most European countries local 
collection of funds for assistance to refugees is being sharply reduced and many 
local European oommunal leaders are now withdrawing from welfare and refugee 
activity to devote their services to :matters of immediate national interest in 
their respective countries. 

Plans are now under way to set up JDC offices in oertain countries whioh 
are nov, neutral and from which the most effective r3lief work may be possible. 

The situation which the JDC faces changes hourly. Many phases of the 
European relief problem are still question marks, depending for solution upon the 
events of the next weeks or months. In the meantime, the JDC 11 is exerting every 
possible effort to discover whatever means may be useful to bring relief and 
assistance" to the stricken Jews of Europe. The JDC asserts that it will keep 
Jewish communities periodically informed of all the efforts it is undertaking. 

3. United Palestine Appeal. While Palestine remains out of the area of 
war operations, it will be able to harbor thousands of refugees who must be 
evacuated from many European countries. ·when the six-month suspension of immigra­
tion, scheduled to begin October 1, 1939, is lifted, a good proportion of the 
75,000 Jews to be permitted to enter Palestine in the next five years under the 
1"lliite Paper should be allowed to inmigrate. Zionist leaders are hoping that the 
current immigration policy will be relaxed still further in return for the support 
which the Jews of Palestine are giving the British Government in the present 
emergency. 

The maintenance of the institutions and enterprises established during 
the last two decades will require much additional support from the United States. 
In the first place, thousands of Palestinian Jews will be withdrawn from their 
reconstructive work to take part in the war, a.nd tmr tasks will have to be 
continued in increased measure by others. Secondly, it will be necessary to make 
up for the considerable loss in the financial support whioh oan be expected at 
this time from the belligerent countries. 

The United States will have to assume most of the burden of the two 
major responsibilities in Palestine,if the present Palestinian structure is to be 
maintained and advantage taken of the new opportunities which the present situa­
tion may affort for resettling there some of Europe's hard-pressed Jews. 

HIAS. The Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society reports that it 
is concerned with emergency situations which have arisen since the war began. 
HIAS .. ICA offices at Bucharest and Cernauti, Rumania, and Kaunas, Lithuania, have 
been dealing with the influx of refugees from Poland. ·The French Government has 
asked the HICEM* offices in Paris to take charge of all refugees from Germany 
• The work of HICEM, the European emigration office with headquarters in ParisD 
is maintained by funds secured from the JDC, the British Council for Gerrran Jewry9 
The Jewish Colonization Association (ICA) a.nd HIAS <1 The first three of these pro,,. 
vide funds for transportation and landing fees of refugees from Germany. The 
latter two contribute toward the administrative overhead of HICEMe BIAS finances 
normal emigration from East European countries. The JDC also provides special 
funds in cases of persons released from concentration camps. 

l 
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who have visas to overseas oountries and to evaouate them from the large cities · 
to the Frenoh ports, fromwhioh they are to leave as shipping facilities permit~ 
Refugees dumped by German steamers roshing baok to home ports before the war 
started have been assisted by HIAS. Emigration whioh is still permitted from 
Germany has, in the present unoertainty, asswned an urgent charaoter and RIAS is 
responding to ernergenoy demands for transportation funds, eto. 

The RIAS is considering the re-establishment of its wartime service of 
searching for relatives in the parts of Poland occupied by German troops. 

~rioan Ort Feder.ation. Only one third of the World Ort Union's budget 
was assigned this yeal' for t~rainfng programs, indust:dal aid and agricultural 
work in Poland. In what form this work will continue will depend in large 
measure on the political status of the former Polish territory. The O~t has been 
conducting schools in Germa~-¥ and carried on an extensive program of work in 
Soviet Russia until early 1938. It was able to cooperate with these governments 
in peace time. How the war has affeoted this situation is not yet known. 

In any event, it is reported that the Ort program is going forward in 
Lithuania, Latvia, Hungary, Bulgaria and Rumania, and among refugees in Switzer~ 
land, France and England. Additional activities may be undertaken for the Polish 
war refugees in Rumania. The advanced classes of the training center in Berlin 
have been transferred to England where a new Ort oenter is about to open in Leeds. 

E~opean countries will now, of course, be able to provide very little 
of the budget of the World Ort Union. Ort officials believe that they will even 
have to revise their estimates of the sums they had expected from their Canadian 
campaign. Meanwhile the Ort is being called upon to initiate industrial and agri~ 
cultural training and retraining programs for refugees in Latin America and has 
conferred ,vi.th the National Refugee Service on the need for vocational training 
centers for refugees in the United States. 

Yeshivahs. Most of the Eastern European institutions supported by 
.American welfare funds are in Poland and many are in cities which are today figur" 
ing in the news dispatches from the Eastern front. Some of the cities have been 
bombed, Many have been captured by the Nazis. Others have fallen to Soviet 
forces. YJha.t has happened or will happen to the institutions there, most of them 
yeshivahs for higher Hebrew learning, is pure conjecture. 

The JDC, which has in the past acted as an agent in transmitting welfan, 
fund appropriations to European yeshival~. reports that,for the time being at 
least. no money can be sent from here to Poland and there are difficulties in the 
way of transmissions to Lithuania and Rumania, Money is being sent only by cable 
to those two countries. Yeshivahs in Lithuania and R.umania, it is learned here, 
have taken in~ number of refugees from Poland in the past weeks. 

Yeshivahs and other traditional charitable institutions in Palestine 
have been hit by the war in two ways. The cost of living has risen sharply and all 
local credit for the institutions has been cut off sinoe the war started. The 
Executive of the Vaad Leumi and the leading rabbis of Palestine have cabled the 
Council urging ~'\merican vrelfare funds to cable money to these institutions imnedo 
iately. 
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General Jewish Council. Representatives of the American Jewish Committee, 
American Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith and Jewish Labor Committee agreed at a 
meeting of the General Jewish Council on September 17 that present emergencies 
"require an intensification of activities and a unification of the effortst1 of 
the four agencies in the GJC. The meeting considered three alternative plans for 
the assumption of greater responsibility by the GJC in t:1e direction and exe­
cution of civic-protective work and cooperative financial efforts. Each of the 
plans provides for cooperation with Jewish relief orga.nisDtions end the enlar.ge­
ment of the GJC's membership. One of these plans may be e.dopted at another 
meeting scheduled for October 1. 

-------
The Council will continue to keep its member agencies informed of the 

changing situation and of variations in local activity which war conditions may 

dictate. 



CC DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
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KR. ElfD L N. FI SUER 

• were ad.Tised that t he Jewhh llfa tlonal P\md 
the Secret&r7 of State pureuant to the r\lle, an 
covert the olicit tion collection of con 
in Palestine. 

st ~egister with 
regulation■ 

ribution■ for u8e 

In accordance with the decision of e Administr t! • Committee of 
the J ewhh 111:;1 tlonal Fu.nd of All ca thorhinc u■ to proceed with 
the f iling of the necessary ••• we requested Mr. Maurice • 
Bouk■tein to confer nth t official in a. hin.gton. and further· 
asked thea not to file 11 it ha• been abaolut-
aaeertained that •• coae l'\lle ad• b:y the Department ot 
St a te. 

t housh the ' 
the •oell 1ge 
the.t the Jew 
to regieter 

' t ate I ruled that PaleeUne comes within 
affect by the :ProclamaUoii, it w11-1 felt 

11 defini tel:, exempt and does not baTe 
one of the -Act. 

You will He tr the oft ial communication received from Mr. Bouk­
sUne...Atn:--.n:11 subJ~llill--!lfrtler date of September 22nd that Mr. Hagu.e 
ot • State DepaJ'iaent has definitely exeapt the J .H. F. which d.oe1 

ha.Te lo r 1ter. 

MNF:SS 

• a.leo ma.de 1nqu1rie■ about the Keren Hayeeo4 and will 
tY the information to Mr. Lipek7. 
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r!iembers present: 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

cm CAGO ADVISORY COUNCIL 
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 

Septamber 27, 1939 

*********** 

Mr. Si~mum. Livingston - Chainnan 
Mr. E. M. Sohnadig 
Mr. Alfred Alschuler 
Mr. Howard Mayer 

Staff Members: 
Mr. Miles M. Goldberg 
~ill". Sydney B. Lavine 
Mr. 1.iax N. Kroloff 
Mr. Stanley Jacobs 

Guests present: 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland 
Mr. Alfred Fleishman of St. Louis 

************ 

The reeting was ca.lle d to order at 12 :45 p.m. by the Chairman, Mr. 
Sigmund Livingston. 

The Chairman reported the gro.tifying response which he received 
to his letter to our ke,rmen, suggesting that rabbis during the High Holy Days 
emphasize the importance of the mnintenance of peace for Am rica. He ex­
hibited manv clippings evidencing newspaper publicity, given in various com­
munities, to the utterances of the type sugrestod. These included newspaper 
stories of specio.l prayers for peace in the United States uttered bv Jewish 
congregations. I 

I 
Mr. Howard Mayer reported concerning the various proposals which he 

had submitted at tho meeting last week, designed to evidence the desire of 
.American Jewry for the avoidance of participntion in foroignwar by the United 
States. Ho reported that ho had boon advised, by one whoso opinion ho ro­
spoctod, that prayers for peace ought not to be directed to the President in 
order that there should be no embarrassment to tho Prosidont in his program, 
but rather, directed to the mombors of Congress; secondly, that. tho idea. of a 
prize to be offered by a Jewish industrialist should be o.mondod in view of 
the President's plnn. Rabbi Silver pointed out thqt one reason why there 
had not been more statements from Rabbis of support to tho President in his 
declaration that America should remain at poaco, prior to the High Holy Days, 
was tho fact that Jewish groups had been adjourned for tho summer. Mr. Liv­
ingston pointed out that an appropriate resolution on tho subject would 
probably be passed at tho forthcoming A.D.L. oonference nt Atlo.nto.. 

Mr. Livingston reported concerning tho conference held in New York, 
September 21st by roprcsento.tives of the A.J.C, and the A.D.L. As reported 
to Hr. Livingston by Mr. Habonnon, the following two points were determined 
upon for immediate attention: 



1. Each group to advise the other of contemplated fund­
raisine; plans for each comnuni ty where fund raising 
is to transpire. 

Messrs. Willens and Finder to meet as soon as possiblo 
for the above discussion, having present any persons 
whom they desire. 

2. Each organisation to prepare a chart of its activities 
and estimate of cost and expenses. Yfuon these aro fin­
ished, tho gentlemen at this conference to chock tho 
charts o.gainst co.ch othor for tho purpose of ascertain­
ing future activities antl suggestions. 

In reply to inquiry by Mr. Alschulor, Mr. Livingston stated 
tho.t vro uould do ovorything wo could to carry out tho under­
standing. 

Mr. Livingsto:i, th~n SU1;1Illo.riz?d tho several proposals for roorgo.n­
izo.tion of tho General Jcvnsh Council, which hud boon submitted to it. 

Mr. Kroloff advised tho committee of Judge Ellmo.n's lotter, in 
which it v,as suggested tho.t tho A.D.L. pay o.s its proportionate share of tho 
Colo broadcasts, tho amount being cho.rgod to each of the other cities, namely 
$2000, less a ~600 deduction because of the failure to get a Chicago outlet, 
or net !¥!10unt of $1400. 

Dr. Silver then stated that he was not concerned with the problem 
of payment for the past broadcasts, but that he was interested in a new series 
nov: boinc; planned. He stated that conferences had been held with represen­
tati vcs from Detroit, Cleveland, Toledo om. Cincinnati; that the communities 
responsible for the original broadcasts have found them very helpful; that 
they are planning a series of thirteen broadcasts at a total expense of from 
$26,000 to $30,000, to be financed by the interested communities; that tho 
group had asked tho .'A.J.C. to help in financing or to subsidize tho project 
entirely, but that tho A.J.C. had refused because (1) they vrcro reorganizing 
their ovm program, anC:. (2) the new broadcasting code might silence Coughlin; 
that as a result, the communities arc deducting from their A.J.c. contributions 
the snounts of their respective she.res of the cost of these broadcasts. Dr. 
Silver sug[;ested that the A.D.L. mo.lee some contribution to indicate support 
of the program and to show the sponsoring communities that their desire for 
this particular defense work is reco5nized. Dr. Silver added that tho money 
which will be contributed voluntarily by listeners will go directly to tho 
Unitarian Fellowship for Social Justice. Ho stated that past experience shorted 
that such contributions camo from non-Jews und that tho contributions totalled 
from $750 to $800 per broadcast. He further stated that he thought the A.D.L. 
should give $5,000. Ur. Alfred Fleishman mentioned that Station WEW of St. 
Louis University (Ca:tholic) broadcasts Coughlin's Sunday afternoon talks but 
is not on the air in the evening. He suggested a transcription of the Cole 
broadcast be provided for that station, e.nd that an effort be made to prevail 
upon the management to curry it. Dr. Silver said he would make note of this 
suc;gestion and refer it to the comm.i ttee. Mr. Livingston remarked tho.t the 
committee nould give consideration to Dr. Silvor• s request, but that a ~5,000 
contribution could not be expected. Reverting to Jud6e Ellman's correspondence, 
the committee voted to refer tho question of our share of tho cost of past 
broadcasts to Mr. Gutstadt for his further consideration and action. 
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11r. Kroloff called attention to tho Frederick Stevens ' progrrun nnd 
dissemination of nevrs items in rural o.reas., ·which is presontl~r handicapped bo­
cause of lack of a syndicate servico. Such service Yrould o.ssi st in placin6 
the materials in tho hnnds of 10,000 vreoldy neuspapcrs. The fino.ncial require­
ments for such a. sorvico are ~n5a per month, beyond our pr ...,sent cxpondi turos for 
this program. _'\ftor discussion on tm question of budgoting our finances, it 
was decided to postpone consideration of this appropriation until the noxt 
mcotinG of the Executive Corranittoo. 

Messrs • .1Uschuler o.nd Sch.."lo.dig sugc;estod that thero be mo.do a.vo.ilo.ble 
to tho Committee monthly, a financial stntemont shovring the assets, liabilities 
and o...YJ.ticipated receipts. Tho Chairman concurred in tho idea. tho.t such stc.te­
mont be pro,ided. 

Tho forthcoming regiono.l conforoncos of A. D.L. vroro then oxpla.incd 
by tho Chairmen. H0 culled o.ttuntion to tho conferonco to bo hold in Atlanta., 
Goorgio. on Oetobor 7 and 8, a.nd tho following one to be held in Chicago on 
November 4 and 5 . 

Mr . Jacobs explained that Dr. Preston Bradley, vrith whom negotio.tions 
had been made for radio broadcasts, had indicated his w:i.llingness to ta)~e up 
the matter nmr. In the absence of Mr. Spiegel, who is familiar w:i. th develop­
ments in this matter, it vras decided to postpone consideration until Mr . Spiegel's 
a.d,ice had been recoi ved. 

11r. Fleishman called tho Corrnni ttee I s attention to a s:i. tua.tion ·:rhich 
had developed in St. Louis and recoi vod the advice of the Corrani ttee with re­
spect to tho handling thereof. 

Respectfully submitted , 

·-/, ~(t.-i- ~ ff~ --
.i:.iux N. K:coloff ·c C 
Assi stnnt Sucret!lX"y 

i..INK:R.1"1 
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Dr. Israel Gold tein 
270 e t 89\h Street 

ew York Oit. 

Dear Dr. Gold t in: 

Dr. U •er .to form 30 
ord ce 1th the deciaion 
tratlv Co ttee of the 

tine t 1 ta lasi ett • 
ou a t e negotiati 
ch with a similar 

coudttee of the Join\ Distribution Committee 
to consider the plans fort 1940 c aign. 

1 shall advise 7ou further with regard 
to a date for the first meeUng of the two 
commi tteee. 

H ry ~ontor 
xecu.tive Director 

P. • The ershin of the co tt e, in 
addition to Dr. Silver, consists of the fol-
lo 1ng: Jud e othenber , Dr. Gol , 

• Lip sq and y urself. 

m :EH 

Also sent to: Judge Rothenberg, Dr. Goldman 
end Mr. Lipsky 



r. Albert Finston 
P lto·er Building 
Tul , O. a 

• y de FrieDdi 

Octo r 4, l 59 

sure our co cts duri the 1958 C 1..gn in 
berty of ti to you at thi tie no ng 
the ro or ov rsea elief nd of the 

I ha e bee th t o y, in n its ieL re 
gn for 1 59, ouota of ut o 20, 000 has been 
ed to the United Je • Tul to the United 

Ao ea es ot c~ at in 1~5 the 
J wi peal et • 20, 00,000, fa 

th ounts ed in pre v~, .... Q. wa.s et t 
te inc ed needs ich developed the y r ne h the 

h br out in Septe ber did not sen, but inc se red.fold. 
ve not gone out in r~c J sh commnities 9 rte 
or additio d y ne d it ,as o ecau d ~ot 

at this icul r impose addition 1 en upon our people 
who had responded uely durin t eyer, lso bee use e nted 
a little more time be rings. 

Under th ces, I re it et t 
llocation to · ted Je A quite i eq te. 
unities e United h three snd four 
t ey , s en t uc. 1 you no~ t refore 
)Our C to recons overseas all on n order to 
ore closel in ine ,i t needs which have eveloped, 

wi 11 the other c s of the United tea ve 
d ng r, 

1th 0.:1 g od 

e ple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

es, ermit .. to remain 

Very cordi lly yo n, 
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~ t""" • 

½-:ill F' ?PO; J]kl .74-e ~poi-t.P.'d. t. . •-:t e h d r e,ci:•t•~ t. it1< oll?'l'i.ftl ctt. ,;,r 
tr011 Jllr.Jos~"lb ,;,; .1,-.11-1u 

,:, h •• 't"e-C~1 Yed froa ot2r -:.·,u·o1>«Ntn ChA i r:sn, ml' •• "l'O •t·, h::- a.a 
lll 1:!l!!t"'r, .,,,. on Wondq, ea."bl11gru to the ~r .. c+ ., : t '\, , !1,<1 -·Kt!n• 
fill!dgr-ant.a poatt.etising cu'?'t1fieAtos and ~~.o•1t 't'.ia , ~re t""'1ady t.e <" 1-• rk 
Oil atAuit1r1J, t '1' lnt.c., ✓:-Ot'lded the trtU>8DOW..t.ion CMri~ · r.. rr, 
Ot t-hia g.roup, ~O i;;~1f1ea\te h.ttlliH"S «-1.'e in Bcrlln, l , ·~ O ln , ~. 1J9• 

u'i,. bi V1~ t...~ 2 . ill !>r &.181 Y • ,lr ._t-n,~or 'Ut\d':': rBV.'ridz t :.-,,. t. t .'-~,.• 
~o• .... r tbe l'r1c.ut f'!"O'l, ~ oo't'«i--1 by ,.trn, tJ"tJ.at ~• ·,t t.he Cuie, . ~un • 

1'!\,;.t ffe:u.l '1. oa•~ , 16" (:ho lll'OU-,l.d • eqllt.r-• ~h) ,;,aah, or ~- t.ot. . l <' t 41◊• thi~ · 
"• r vl~o.000. 

1.a 1~ tao"• throUta,"il ♦. h, Bica. t.h., J • • c.# tt .... J ,:i,i.~a .ol oldzi.t.tott 
Ja:· -•!fitioc n-1 t.. Brt;tab ~i.-U ! c't' Oera"n J"""7 h;;y-c J, to t.hb tbto 
ahArtid e· Jl,/;ill.7 in t hs t.T'mUt;,t,rt .:;.t1on eh '1".1€18 t. r t b·-•a · ·nlrpo6 • • .1'.':r : • r 
.: .Qfl t.oda7 to ~ in Loac!Ott t-o :UStnl&S thtt met r , lt.h t'.li\t1 r , :r,,:,.at!\t t !.'Y·~I 
of th Cowlc11 end with ~~h f:11.'<"Uur# or th'!i I J. 1' ?°'.lb Ofitl ,. ••• eh. do O"t, 

iao• nt tJu. 31101Wm.t ho ih.Q Cound.l. fer Otlrll-',fl Jf¼'ff'7 t-atd th$ f'C ,. <1 . 

bJ t-htS 11.cb~fii• T'~Attorus r:,.f tb.e Bt"l t.io <.'l 'f'ttrnaeut. Tt-o t C. ~, ".l,:! u 
kaow• t :lrithh ""r)r~r~ ion. In ~DY eYcri:t , th.1 ) ~U;.ut·· i n ""1-l..' ·· h ':"•qu\r~t 
far 1,100 ~!'NIU a r~t.rl1 - J"I& a - ~ 1 ":n, X'i - er t.~ f l • ry ~ub-
et, fi.lltt l roaba 'dlich ~-111 bclooM ae-.rt.e e~ t 1> I,.. ,, . ~1 ti!; Co,m1.::U 
tor G"!'MII l -ny h uabl.• t>r ~ t.o ;,!Ult. t 1;,& .. ,. 

Ill · -.1.,.. t:,f t. -.,, molWJQ bm-d-.. und"r- . ich l:"(f i.l=1bor1nc' :a\ tht11 
'!)N891J\ tlae., ! f \ th:~t. ! ehould ln-5.ag \ht• at. · 1"" \O yo,1 "l tt i~rrUon 
. th , v1'!11' \o . .;"1".Jr .:oiai· 1-rrlq tt l"1\b. yaur coll ~~ ;• r t . , Jn1 tc-d 
? .. ,1...-... tinc , .. •~ :, .1 IDd - l t. thte J . lah ~ M01• · he r ·,,., t r,ir.;. ..,c · @ 

a0Di:11t.1orw r r .-11 d m,. l ,::. n t ~ - a1:"tt ,,.f t nf\ .t .et, t. · t ~ ;1 to ~hta t.lM 
th• U • .P. !. h!u.. ·t. ~\{l!'l · h~ ~t'l4tton f..htrt. H, ::~rvee milf t.o :-1('; •:tt. ~ -• t~ 
t.bo J ,rneh ApSf ifhioh llW'!t "et.i,ni.M ~.~ e-t.r- t e\ributton. In -:"<'Inn~~•· ten 

1th tho .100 ~6rso11t .-.41 t.c .;,O to ~a l,i.'!atbO: ("1ni f'!• .,,,,~ 'lll rurt ·c,. 
1'xoe<li.te) 1 ~~Olll d llke t ~ ~lr ,e t;b~ :::roa~~t ¢:1;:Lft~t t J~r .tiow , f t.b . 
t.h~ Uni tee! P bet.'ble. t..p~ d th,~ .f -,w1tt~ i .er,,, fj..f 1.1e il ,it by U1e 
,other ('Jrg .aiutlou ""-lich u to \Ilia tilt~ ~ve b&.,n hd ,.11t'lfl te "'#Jtn..y 
tr«ua?Qrt.e.~ion C""~t.• t.o P .. -1 \ir.u,. · I tmt.e"' "'•tttnd, ·., ,ct · H, ., ttrn:l b:-oc,•. 
T•Yrr 11tt.1.e d 147, t.nce Ybtl~ Mint. be. u.aoo u~ ,; ~ -o ly 1u1, ;;-oe_ i l$', 
I . <' -1 1 Tef7 l Kd to have rd troll you t. • .... t-11 ~t m116ffl\. ~ 

~1.,'. ne ' ) r .. Bye .n, :'.J -~ trl ~\r- e . 01 
JJ• . ,ftl1,¥~l J r" t . 1! C!'Et .. F~f'"IO. •lU-r~r .!t 

{:!. ) the C011111~C.M l"~ue.A tbe f eo.ut.1T• 1a. J ,,...i.WA1 •• t-" · •rt.ho~iH t ,a 
r4'f)bd1\ure of Cun«• t.o M'3\ tM r~t.•d ro .n~et-l! !rs e.brc~d f01-
fst:ll1~Ultc the t.r.naf-er or ref>~-- to hl•st.lne. 

(2) k Coaait.t.e ,lt t'r . , ia'-', , .snv ',·Gd ~r.LiparkJ ~ c der rltb lfr.a,... 
•1\1:l • Yiew to ..-etttlJII •poa " join s,;>llutiGII bJ t.b lr?A l'ld t.ru, 
lDC \0 t.h~ llloc11\1... eo..1"941 .rnr a ai)ecbl t.r,pnprl,.Uon \o rdie•• 
thla ,_•rce,,nq • 



~-~l i.Ctli "'old, •~ , or r· t!i,>~eiAl c )~:-:it ff ot 
he 1 rechJ. Oftl!is\in& or ,dut!lf, r. C 1 8-Jbllek r:n• ·r. , l Jm.,.•.n, 1ttr t o .. "'t; 

th · tn• old. had rece1Yed & ca.bled · -i:--,eal troa be Chbt ~.a.b!Ji t.6 r at.in. • ~~ing 
t »•C'l4l c ~')Of.p btJ undtr.'t.ufum. 1a t.he tlni ed t. teJr .. o ~oll.,ct t'O""d • r t ,-

11 t o :.ho I1till'.ff - , :' h a..., t?r_, ;,:,!mod 11t ., 'J hKa:.·u.ett · f t , ,raJ" ti !.t.u,.t,1$n, t h~ 
, !d t ; lmv • d lM.m eut oft' troa rll ou •• .,,. t:.~OII ·.no. r c .... l'dr. • no r ' T:•ct -up, l"\ 
troa t •~ bl tc 1'1ada., H, ~ COl.Ui'R' tllffltl y on t.h i::oint. o·· iit,., {"'Yt, t ion. li."! ; i.U"t h•! r 
at.,<4ed th, 1, the !UJ;r cmi au ;;rt.!')._~-rd to i&1 1. ,·:eb ~ f- 1':U• 

.;:-" . ~11 :tl" intt>d .. ,_. th t. b(Jth the J 
.• ~ u'bl t,... t.~A\ ao 1',>e,ei 1 -:-1.!n - n e 
r ,chi 1'0\tid 11nd.De t, • ".')O•itton .. t.w "• . •·1mdt 

a t1 ot 1 sine a ':~he ;,Jllblte talnd ~ 1nc"\1on o t 
t. ob l!IUCb ~~ <fO\lld ~•~she,, Wb.11• it, " 
n l sat• c., "' . -' Uv, r 1.D· •• uir"d .r th.l t1 not l;;,r: 
r -. '"ora ch oald no\ t~ ;,t. th a _ n.o.t- ,. ~ , , d. not. 
• -. ~ · t.\U"b \he ·l@J.1~. 

:--r.Gol~ n ,,..r ~ it.n Dr-.S.t.,;v r.1 d .t.ion j,.fld t.\daed t,,.",t •, 
• ut..1Te in G!)Dt.17''- , ;"'""ll ...,1"?:C t ~ Z on1 t, ~ ; fl1! 1 -.. 'lr ll>J> 

# no ,, in lllhdi ·t need .-f £'001.l :&up: ! e:e. 

lb-.L1 uk7 ·:.:ou.. .. ed out h .~ 
,'!etrtm t.?1 t oui- _ 1t.i~ h N• El • ~r tn t .ct. t.h,,, t. w• 
only t. ~ ; rlOl"it b-.lt tcl.ao tJ, . K~or1ty r P l"nil)• in t.h , -r.u 

lt " • eoldad, !n -:r.ea.lt wi & ,..,l'lllJlldt-tt-e f t ... 
the " 1 h , nCJ' t.o au.t..borhe an , .)n pri-1tioll '.b; !w U A i:, f 3 

pure • e of !'co .u , llea h · • t . ab1.??ed 1,0 'P-21. e ine r .,. t t "! 

1~. 1· h .!.¥1 • 

_ l-" I,. • 

ar.r ~tt.-lftl' not 
t- N l " rg~ncy. 

t, l" '.t:l,H"• ~t 
-.,c_~ut -for ih~-

1,r f !1~ h;J.'f 

\.l'lf?fl: tfD'[@ 91 WP ~~.\ .. K.'.G§ .ogCY, th · •ocr tur, ~ ted .a. eaorarid@ 
o..a Tow-a, ~~ooo~ t.br.t , ;food , ekaie :eney , et. "l? o,.. the t:r- nit . 

: t~N r "'G"d su . ril.1411• to PG l ut.ine bJ indiTi-dtJ&lt,. Th.b -~­
;• .fi:told ,,hi, - •is ee~r. t.i!ld u e i~ '"J-! 1 - ~:inl. c tt.~e t.c -l ~:. 

•,1' • 

PO "" ~TIOJf t-Cf tCX .. ,t ~P.A'.N;t-il.D rou..o --00 L~ vr r, il,\::").; 1
4 Joli? 

?O~ OCCU?I 00 COIT Il~ "'Y TWO , ... ;- CY 
!V ',:., ~s ~~s ' :J~'I I t TIOJ!) fOV! t 

,,raJ C?S ON··· ?:Jt#,f? t~T 
. , . ~ IOI TI l t:. I / .. 

rlOJl rycetJP .rt 
... r?OU . · :.- t n-!t SIT 11.Cll,l n l,J 
·--Ira . TO • ... ' "' .·t.n:· • 'rd'..~~ . ..'.;ll 
! ir?'DUGB 10U t:: ··J .d.W ~; . '-0 ?O ·•~ UULI •. CtUTtOI 

l '..:,1' ~ ,- :r.?DW p '.,C tt D ; .... ,t~ STOP SOOGi ·t rou -~ n:r r~,, ...,~. ;f'tJll 
JI Y!PL(), -r_ TH£ f. .. , t ,.CCOIIP#III' _l) !I! DlllOJUl'lOI •7) '1;ft tr..'Oll 

...:-:'.:fD PLZA.S"' CAB.l,l , 



Tb~ Co•1tt• 6gl"9ed. to DT .Goldf:il':1l' ·~ ~ eet on. .,i i a o ,Ule .,r ... :qu1ry­
co'9' riDf th nbj~t utter niattd by lb-.t..,bktu ~• trant111itt.ed t.o w--r·. ~l!Un1'1, 
1t pon!.ole thl"cNih th fac111t1~£ of the B~lt1~h ~~ Ul'I• 

MtdPh-~ .ti 1$ ~jj?t . .tGI C!":9NfI~-ftTI9¥1 T • (:}\ il"Ull ,toted thnt h~, Ilk. 
••U &.a ~l\Q" ~r• t tbe Collaitt.M, he.d 1"'6.ti1Yed 1nYi\ t.1009 to b~ 
epem,on ot eP4M,\ial ~lt.n tor mi•t lo Poland Md b111u1 Yhe.t tchov.l 
bf, th~ 11t.t1~11d• to aueb 1GY1\atioas. Ii aa & nere.lly' ~ t h,· t. 1 ld 
be t.amtrinlale t r f.9b N holding i;;oa!Uont1 1ft <.b-6 uPf\ to i e•1Utyr tbn.sf! "·• 
irith otbn- c .i£n activ1t1••• 

'ft&• chaU"IIQl stated th1'.\. ,a, ca'blo at~ by I,l.ll£ c Craenb,.-.uc .,~.. nt.~•r 
d bMn iTed "7 he t dera'\ion r .Polbh Jp , rt.;11.lng t ,l-,t ~~.r&·~ni~t-tica 

w ealtle 1aNcl1ae tiMneial ~ 1a .ce tt>t' "o11. la 1Pa. 

Ii -w-. 4-21.deit ,~ cllbl• •• 1.n·~W.l"J' •th.er t 'be ,Axeeut.iv« 1ru tunt.ifted 
throacll lr.C~ w1t.h tbi, 11.p l Md Ybet.b r a 11;,ecbl ""ROT••• boing 
fl. u to tS.-aef. tl~• trt1,o terr ~t: ol.ims l.rw« to P l .n:l'A.•• 

ltct &'--'iZ'tIF* It nc declt.led. tb:'!'t. ,tt u · ooot1 · be held oa tcon- -1,0-:: n'b ir 9• 
i..t, .. r •• 
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MimJTES OF Z,O,A, EXECUTIVE MEETING, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11. 4 P,'M. 
-'AT TID1 ASTOR HOTEL, BROADWAY AND 44TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY. 

PRESENT: Dr, Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), Messrs. Robert M. !ernstein, 
Charles A. Cowen, · A. X. Epstein, Judge Harry M. Fisher, Abraham-Goldberg, 
Abraham Goldstein ·, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Murray Giurfoin, Mordoca.i Konowitz, 
Dr. Harris Levine, · Rabbi Israol H. Lovinthal, Judgo Louis E. Lovintha.l, 
Dr. Ludwig Lowisob~, Louis Lipsky, Morris Margulies, Rabbi Irving Millor, 
Charles Ross, Louis P. Rocker, Judgo-1,t!orris Rothonborg, Ezra z. Shapiro, 
1.7illi?.Ill I. Siogol, Morris Woinborg; : .Alfred J. Xahn (rcprosonting Avukah), 
Eloazar Lipsky (roprosonting Masada), Mrs. Hoses P. Epstoin (roprosonting 
Ha.dassnh); Harry Frankel of Cincinnati, by invitation; and Srunuol Caplan, 
I. Maltin and Mayor Vi. i1oisgal. 

Excusos for Absonco: Messrs. David Boronstoin, Jud.go Henry Ellonbogon, 
Dr. Barry Friedonwnld, Rabbi JOO.ward L. Israel, Moyer Levy, Jud.go Julian~. 
Mftck, Carl Shannan, Simon Shotzor, Robert Szold, Elihu D. Stano, Dr. Stophon 
s. '\7iso. 

SECRET.W'S REPORT: 

Dr. Goldman called upon the Socrctary who reported as follows: 

Tb.ts mooting marks tho first gathering of tho Exocutivo sinco tho begin­
ning of tho now Zionist fiscal year. My report, thoroforo, will of necessity 
be circumscribed by tho brief period that has elapsed. 

On the bnsis of tho unusually heavy mail that has rcachod us -- and on 
tho ba!ls of information gathered ns a result of a number of mootings that 
I ha.vo attondod, it is correct to s~ that thoro is a dofinite fooling that 
tho coming yoar will witness a strong upsurgo in Zionist sontimont which is 
certain to bo rofloctod in an increase in Zionist activity and growth of tho 
Zionist Organization. 

Since tho last moo~ing of tho Executive on Septombor 2oth, tho l!morgoncy 
Committee of whoso forrnA.tion you woro informed a.t tho last mooting, has hold 
throe ooetings. Tho following is a swr.iary of tho decisions taken b~ tho 
J!morgoncy Oomnittoc~. 

Eroor~onqy Comnittoo for Zionist Affairs: 

As I already indicated, tho now political dovolopmcnts arising out of tho 
conflict in Europa havo boon fully dealt with by tho :Eborgoncy OoI11I!littoo for 
Zionist Affairs, which wns organizod following a docision passod at a □coting · 
of tho ~orld Zionist Exocutivo hold ~t tho conclusion of tho Zionist Oongross, 
whon tho outbreak of tho wnr soomod irnninont. This comnittoo wns ornpoworod to 
roprosont tho i7orld Exocutivo in tho Uni tod States. Dr. Stopl:um S. ".iiso, 
Dr. Soloraon Goldnrui and Mr. Lou4ls Lipsky woro namod to compriso tho co:t1r.1ittoo 
and givon pouor to co-opt roprosontativos of all Zionist bodios in tho Unitod 
States. Consoquontly, tho comnittoo was onlargod to include two roprosontativos 
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each from Ha,dassah, Poalo Zion and Mizrachi, as well as Dr. Silvor as Chairman 
of the U,P.A. and Mr. Szold as Economic and Legal .1\dvisor. The committee has 
held threo meetings since its formation; tho following is a sutnnary of tho 
RCtions trucen by it -

Subsequent to the organiz~tion of tho committoc, Dr. Goldr.ian, Mr. Lipsky 
and Dr. '7ise visited ifashington on Sopt. 11, when they conferred with t he new 
British .&nba.ssador Lord Lothian and Socrotary of St ato Rull. Thosamootings 
wore designed to establish personal contact with tho now British .Ambassador 
and to make certain inquiries of tho State Dopartmont with reference to mat­
tors involving our current ~ork in Palostino. Tho Secretary of Sta.to was of 
tho opinion that Pnlostino would come under the classification of a. belliger­
ent country. At its subsequent □eatings tho libergency C~mittee dealt prin­
cipally with a numbor of cable requests from various European centers for 
funds to meet tho immigration noods into Palestine. Those requests were direc­
ted to t ho United States because of lack of communication with Palestine and 
London, and uoro therefore transmitted by tho coi::nnittoe to tho Executive either 
in Jerusalen or London. 

,.\ dologation representing tho MizTachi appeared at a. mooting of the l!rner­
gency Committee on October 2, with the proposal that a special campaign bo 
undertaken in the United States to collect food supplies to be sent to tho 
old Yishub. Tho delegation based its proposal on tho fact that it has received 
advicos from the ~nief Rabbinate of Palestine that the old Yishub was faced 
uith starvation conditions as a result of the war. 

The comr;,.itteo expressed opposition to such a campaign, but suggested in­
stead tho possible appropriation of funds for tho purchase of food supplies, 
if tho need wore acute. Upon inquiry of tho Executive in Palostino, tho :i!rner­
gency Cor;u-;1ittee was advised not to appropriate any funds for this purpose and 
that the situation could bo relieved by action of the Executive in Jerusalom. 
rrith reference to t ho question of food supplies, tho cor.imitteo was further 
advised by Palostino that such supplies wore not roquirod for tho present be­
cause the Palestine Governnont has taken stops to obtain ample foodstocks 
from neighboring countries. 

On October 10th the cor.imittee advised Dr. 1eizn,.ann to come here as soon 
as convenient. The committee is oxar.iining tho possibilities of establishing 
contact TTith Zionist cornmunitios i n occupied Polish territory. It is expec­
ted that somo results may be achieved soon. 

In vioo of tho significance attached to the forthconing meeting of tho 
Intergovernmental Coim!litteo on Rpf11goos, to be hold in rrashington, tho com­
mittee in con"j.'unction with the United Palestine Appeal has prepared a memoran­
dum for submission to the Conference on the subject of absorptive capacity of 
Palestine in relationship to tho refugee problrei and tho need of finding a 
home for l a rgo masses of Janish victims of TTar and persecution. 

1t is yet too early to define clearly the tasks of tho Jlhlergency Corrunittee~ 
This m.11 come about with the gradual clarification of tho situation. Houever, 
the corm:1ittee, as set up, is both prepared and equipped to :f'lmction in what­
ever manrer it is called upon, and to carry out the duties with which it has 
been entrusted by tho Exocutive of the Jowish Agency. 
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which is to b :c• iscu... ed at t he nex-t me1.:ting • 
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i\HNUTES OF __ i.ivlERGENCY COi\llhlITTr:E t'OR ZIONIST AFFAIRS HELD ON 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1939 at 4 P.;,L ./T THE OFFICES O? THE ZOA,111 

FIFTH AVEJ\TUB, W"l;·; YORK 

PRESENT: DY'.Solor;1on Goldman presiding: Leon Gellman, Hayim Greenb,=ri, 
Louis Lipsky, U!rs. Bertha Schoolman, Robert Szold, David 
,,-:ertheim, Stephen S. ~'Jise. 

Samuel Caplan, secretary, and Dr.Israel Goldstein by invitt1.tion. 

Minutes of the previous meGting as circulated ,-..ere o.pprovecl. 

RE UPA FUND::!: The chairman stated that pursuecnt to the decision of the 
last meeting, Dr. Israel Goldstein had been inviti~d to discuss with the 
Com.rnittee the.-) mutter raised in connection with the distribution of the 
UPA funds to the Jewish Na.tional Fund. D:!.~.Goldstcin stated that the 
misunder;:1tanding ·which had ar:l-sen in this connection had been removed 
and that the Jlff had received from tr.e UPA its allotment of funds. 
Several members expressed their regret over the r:ml ticplici ty of cv.bles 
sent by Mr .Ussishkin concerning this matte,., 

Dr. Wise rai_;_.ed th,3 question of the renmral of the contract 
1-etween the KK and KII for the B40 UPA r.ampaign. It was hi;:; opinion 
that in vie1s of the emergency needs of the IGI, involving also possible 
expenditures for transportation of immigrunts into Palestine, the nevr 
contract ou...2;ht to be revised to give the Kli a lttrger proport ion of the 
funds. 

rnr. Lipsky felt that for the period of the war, the agreement 
between the KH and the KK should be based upon an arrangement "'hereby 
the KK ,,,,ould receive n fixed amount in addition to ... hat it r.,;..ises 
through its o·nn efforts, and the bal1mce should be mad':! available to 
the KH to meet the emergEmcy needs. He cpwstionod , ho -:ev'-'r, the s.dvis­
abili ty of the :C111er,g"?ncy Committee undcrt.:iking the reS(JOnsibility for 
making a deci3ion "."i th !.'2go.rd to tho ne•·-' contract and suggssted instead 
that an inquiry b,3 m:~.de to Jerusalem as to the opinion of the Executive 
in this me. t ter. 

Dr.Goldstein sto.ted th.:it com~nittee2 repres,mting the KK r·.od the 
KH 1··ere about to negotic l.e regP.rding tlK' 'lu"· eon tr·' ct. He too felt th2t 
in view of the emor-gency it '?"ilS inadvis~.blo to adhere to strict formulas, 
but in order to mr;;et tho situation he ;;;aid VY t he vrould like to urge 
upon Mr . Ussishkin to [l.gr2e to e.n arrc:nr;e;nont similPr to the one 
employed 'Nith regard to th~ Bitzaron fund ;:;o th~.t tlle ;,mount needed for 
emergency 'mulcl represent tho joint contribution o~' the K:{ .:-.nd KK. 

It wD.s 2.greed to c.ddresn a c1.~ble to ,J erusalem f'Sking for instruc­
tior. ;:.; regr,rding the 11e1n contrcLct between the KK 1.nd tho K~ in view of 
tho l: .. rger nc·ods of the KH. 

TRANSPORTATIOU NEEDS : Dr.Wise reported on his intc:rvier: with Mr.Jos8ph 
Hym~m Lnd Dr. l3ern.'.'.rd KD.hn 0 f the JDC . 

Dr. ·•ise 1 s letter to Dr.~:ilv·r covr-~ring this report 1.nd Dr.Silver's 
reply on the m2,tt0r of ·l,he UPA m:i.king commitments to meet tr"..nsport tion 
expenses :--.re n.ppended to tl1e::se ininutos. 



Dr .Goldman ,r;as of the opinion th:·t t'.'.e :zri,!rgo11cy Go1!Lmi t,tee 
ou~ht to k ·vo "t i.ts ci.ispos1•l ~m .Jnount estim,ttc,:l .:....t '.lbout ''.. 101,0":0 
to meet the re(:uc::-ts ,,·hich r.re b)coming ir1c:-0a:--in&;ly ~Jr·::f;s ing ''o:·· 
trr-..nsport:--; tion of' immigr"'nts tc Pr. lestin'cl . I{8 f c1.t tlr.t the in•~bili ty 
of the Zionist eroups here to undertake firn:,.nci.,, l commitments, ,vhich 
may be found to be necessary, ·,·ou1-d seriow-:ly h:1mpcr us in our 
negotLtions --(ith the JDC for t::.t? f orthcoming UJA c~.mp.'..l.i>?;n, He urg"'d 
th:-i.t this position be mr!de cLJc.r to t >e Fxecu ti VE in J erusa.lem couplE::d 
··ith ~'- rGqu•,st for ·.uthori t y to m,.ke such commitm,,mtc n.r, m:·y be necess-

It Y'P..~ · .":Y' Ged to scmd l ..::".b:Le .long those l inos to J ,:irusnlem. 

SECRETARY 1 ;:, ;ffPORT: The s~cr,3tnry !'er'.d the .f.'ollo•.-.ing c.'."blcs sent 
ofter the l ·- st meotfog: 

11 0ctober 2,1939 

K!i.PLJ;.;:J 
.J .~?0Si\.Lr1vI 

lliIZTw\CIII BROUGHT OUR .NOTICE URGf.NT 1\PP:::i~L Pl,Li~STim; 
CHL~F F.\3i3IN!.Tf.,~ LAUNCH CAMPAIGN Iil"~r~E COLLECT FOOD .W0::1 
YISHUV H!iYASHli.i.~ STOP OPPOSED SPEC.U.L (JfvlP;\IGN VU):~ CONTRf.CT 
JDC i,LSO GLNER1\L SITU.A.'I'ION BUT i.GR.CED URGE 1".GEHCY :uTHO:RIZE 
UPA ;.PPROPRI ' 'l'ION PUBCH/3t~ FOOD W~RE ~iPECJFrc RSLII'F ~ISI1JV 
HJ~YOSIL'..N STOP PL'J-1:f,Sf CI.BL? ;JJTHORIZ.J\TION . ND SPECII'IC .';10UNT 

GOLDMMi l''ISE LIPSKY SILV.~:~ 11 

to V!hich no rep.L,; hr;s ., s y t~ t been received. 

Tho follo •:1ing Cl".ble ;vc~s ::.lso sent: 

KJ..PLJJIJ 
JERUSJ1Lb1vl 

"October 3,1959 

FFJ~IER. BERLIN C/,BLED R}<;f;,UEST 'FIELVE T!_!QUSJJJD POUNDS SPECIAL 
TRANSPORT IJ.,SO Rl~QLJESTS VI!. JDC ESTHt''l'ING ~·100,000 t'OR 
1760 CERTIFICLTE HOLDERS STOP INTEND JOii'JING J;)C IN 
,;;PPLICl:.TION /•LLOCi\TIONS GON!MITTEE THIS PURPOSE BEQUEST 
IIvh'-!iI:::DL'.'rE J.UTHORIZ).TION CO .. fUT up;, K~P:c:,m sm.1 .i'SSUMING 
OBT \ I.N:.BLE FROM J,.LLOCATIONS 

GOLDMAN SILVF~R LIPSKY WISE" 

to which the following co.ble wc .. s received in reply: 
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"October 6 ,J.959 

G0LDi14.hN 
ZIONifrf ORGJ.NISJ,TION 

ACCORDING INFOFM, ,TION LI ND; Ul-P DOUBT W:!·1:~THLR FR~~IZP 
i,UrHORIZED STOP OUR GENEV i. OF.?IJE D~l.LS QUFSTION 

TR-.VI:LLING EXPENSES STOP OPPOS"i~ STRONGLY 1~NY PIPCCT 
, LLOC:..TION TRAVF;LLING EYPBNSES 

Ki PL N" 

The secretary reported receipt of the follO\s;ing cGble in nnsl"hir to 
Mr.Szold's inquiry: 

"Octob-=r t1,, 1939 

GOLDlM<JJ 
ZIONIST ORGiu'IJIS.f\.TION 

DELf,Y lillPLY ··1H .... :_!:I' PROPOb.Lb DUE NEGOTI:_TIOHS cov:-;QNHENT 
WHO HOPES ORGl'JHSL 0HE1.F~~R SUPPLY FROM NEIGHBOUTtING 
COU'.'JTnr:s STOP PHEF,;F.. 'i'IIEIC(i'Oft; m:.;~-~IW"i~ J,~.n.mrc:JJ FUNDS 
OTH~R URGENT NEEDS POSSIBL ·" LLT •:R PURC::J s~~s 

RUPPIN Ki,PLAN 11 

DR.WEIZI!Ji.J.1N 1S COUING: It V'.'.'..:3 :;_groed th"t in vicv, of the f · ct tL t 
Congress in ·•:r shington is ·1bout to dispose of the Neutr.li ty Leg Ls­
btion, Dr.'Neizm:-·nr1 1:FJ ·~d.vised to come to the U .t3. ;:is soon :'s it is 
convenient for him to do so. 

PALCOR-JTL: Dr.Gold.rna1t stccted th t 1,'i.r. kndr.u of the JTJ~ hf1.d spoken 
to him ·:,ith ~ vie;::,;: to briaj.ng ".bout .~. meree:r betwecm P:::.lcor :.nd th0 JTt 
n.nd he asked wheth'3r it ·voulc1 not be advir::i.ble for this Committee to 
fc.cilit.'.'.tc this result. Mr. Li.pbky str.tod th:::t he i:.nd i: lr.i:.iontor hr,.d been 
conducting negoti::rt:.ions ·7ith the JTi, but th·.t the l.'.'tter h•;d f _iled to 
udv~mce nny reusono.ble proposnl for : 11erge1·. 

It w:-.s decided th"'.t Mr.Lipsky ::md Mr.Szold ri ct .'1.s , . com."llittee to me2t 
informally r!ith !,1r.L'.ndr~u to continue negoti : tions. 

SENDING REPRESENTi,TIVE •ro BJ,LTIC COUNTRII;S: Dr.Gold:n··.n st~ted th~.t the 
JDC is c.bout to send D1·.Rosen to visit the Bi.:.ltic countries rnd possibly 
c.lso the occupied t0rritorie:J of Pol~-:1d ::>.nd suggested the :=i.dvisability 
of sending an ,;meric:•.n Zionist : lso to visit these countries in ord ,.: r to 
0st'lblish cont::ict ·,-:ith the Zionists there. 

Dr ,1,'Jiso suggested th· t this propos.?.l be discu::;sed v:ith Justice Br· 11dcis 
c.nd the suggestion ": :> s :1lso m:i.de th:-.t it be t::'ken up "l'ith the ~mericr,n 
J c-.7ish Congress. 

--, 
I 
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~OUTH ,.JI.CRIC.1J1 COUNTPfl.:S: Dr .Goldm,.n suggested tlr t t; w Em::;rgency 
Committee este.blish direct cont:-.ct TVith the Jcvtish communitier::, in South 
Americ::-'. with e. viev1 to ·~iding in stimuL'.ting Zionist sentiment r.s well 
HS to dev0lo_-, the good:•:ill • f t:-ieir governments for the time ivhen pe,·ce 
discussions ~ill be held. 

It 1;ms decided th·:t prior to underte.king :.ny :-.ctivities, in:r'ormntion 
on Zionist ·,•;ork in South i,mc1r.ic'1. be obt.:tined from the London office. 

INT.SRGOVi';RN[u;~NT:J., R.i.FUi:.:-E.S CONF~~RENCE: Dr.Wise stf' ti.':d tlv:t the 
Intergovernmento.1 Conference will definitely be hdd ne.'i.t week c..nd 
sugeestecl. th, .. t Dr.Goldmc:.n, Mr .Lipsky ::'.nd he go to 1J,, ~_ :;hington .:-·.s soon ·1s 
possible for meetings ,,,ith the proper [.1.uthorities, ,·:rith ,, view to bringing 
about the f'.1.vorble consider:1.tion by the Conf -2rence of the propose.ls to be 
made ,··i th reg'l.:rd to tha av~.iL ... bili ty of P" lcstiue '.',S a c0nter for refug8eS. 

MP. .SZOLD 1 S :s.i:PORT: 

1. On the mo.tt ,~r of food lJrc:cges to P··· l::,stine ro::'erred to him 
by the 1-:st meeting, !VIr . :jzold ·;.•~.s of the opinion th 1.t the oropos:·.l should 
not be considered " .. t this time. 

2 . MT . Szold suggested 13ev,,):i_-.:1l n:-~mcs to cons ti tutc ,'. smnll commi ttoe 
to ::i.ct :-.s consul trn·1ts in economic ms:t ters ·,nd hE, -•~~s urged by the me0ting 
to )roceed in the forr:F·.tion of this committee. 

STATEr11ENT ON ,'11i--:-RG.CHCY C01.1lilIITT;~E: The c112.irr:.~n stc.ted thr t r_ 

dr ri.ft of r: st~tement .'.:'..nnouncing the form[.tion of t'-ie Emergency Committee 
hr.1.d been 1Jrep'.lred .-:nd suggusted th-.t it be circul:.:.ted ".mong tho mcmbc-rs 
rmcl discussed -'.'..t the next moeting. 

LFL CONVENTION: I.:r. Greenberg r0ported. tllct the Po: :.l,;> Zion h 0 .d 
been inform·?d th'::t ·, :ceGolution on Pc lestine ·;;-c.s to be introduced c.t the 
current convm1tion of the i~rneric•~'..n F1~der,.tion of k ·.bor .nd their suggestions 
were solicited with reg Td to tho text of the resolution. It wr..s the 
consensus of opinion th~t the _:,roposod resolution cont:-·in the following 
phrc.s0: 11 Implf,mentr..tion of the B' .. lfour D9clr.r .tion tl::rough the estr,blish­
ment of " free JeFis)1 Cor:imo111,,'.:~· 1th in P· 1.estine. 11 

NEXT i:iiEETING: It 0v~.s 'gr0ed tk.t the ne.-xt Jeeting cf the Committee 
be held on Tuesday, Octob ~r 17th "t 4 P .M. at the zo;~ office. 

Re:3p~~ctfully submitted, 
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Dr, Abba Hillel Silver 
Tho Temple 
Cleveland., Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 3, 1939 

Dr. Bernard Kahn and Mr. Joseph C. Hymrm of tho Joint Distribution 
Committee appeared promptly at my study at 8:45 this morning, and your telo­
grem arrived uithin n few moments of our meeting tolling us to our regret 
that you had found it necessary to lonve last night because of the uncertainty 
of planes this morning. 

Lot me deA.l first with tho cn.blegr".m from Dobkin-Mr1gnes. They 
hnvo sent formal r:i.cknowledgoment, r:hich porlJ.i:i.ps wo might do if ,10 thought it 
necessary. 

As for tho first part of tho lottor, tho estimnte of Dr. Kahn is 
that the 2·SJ)O,OOO Jews in tho Soviet-occupied pe,rt of Poland should be re­
duced to 1,200,000, excepting possibly for t·,10 or throe hundred thousand ·.1ho, 
have temporarily to.ken themselves into tho area for protection ngninst tho 
Nazi regime. 

As for the repatriation of 2,000 Palestinian citizens or Jo~s resi­
dent in Palestine, who happen to be stranded in PolMd, the question is 
whether they aro PalostiniRns, TThothor they hold Palestinian citizenship, or 
~hether they arc merely Palestinian residents. 

As for the evacuation proposal, Dr. ~1.Il does not believe -- and I 
am inclined to share his vieTT -- that Russia \1ill permit huge concentr~.tion 
catips for tens of thousands of people; but ,;,ill send them into the country 
regions; and, in any event, not permit thorn in large numbers to be in or near 
Odessa. 

Assuming that it be tru0 that thoro nre t'.'10 to four hundred thousand 
refugees fron German occupation ~reas, where shall they go even if tho im­
possible sums could be found tha.t 11ould enable then to bo moved? 

As for i(s3, •,10 are agreed that those peoplo. uho hold British visas 
to Palestino from Lithuania and Latvia, c~n only boa limited number. 

I feel, ns docs Dr. Knhn, thnt with respect to #4 there is hardly 
nny possibility of the ovncuntion of Zionist loaders from Russi~n are~s no~. 
I do not soe uh;y this should be considered an opportune time for such ov~cua­
tion. 

As for tho final suggestion th~t Roson oxplore t~ese matters, tho 
Committoo hns already thought of sending him aftor some uooks, 

Dr. Kri.hn and Mr. Hyr:in.n do not believe -- and I run prepared to agroe 
uith them -- that things are sufficiently stable in the wny of community or­
ganization to permit moro than limited ex,loration at this time, I think we 
should have a chanco to discuss thnt matter further in the next days. 
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\7ith rogri.rd to tho other n.nd moro pressing mr-1.tter, nnmel;>7 2/~60 Pales­
tinian ir:rrnigr~nts possessing cortificntos n.nd trnnsit visas, Mr. E'.ym~n and Dr. 
Kl'\hn nre entirely sympnthetic, but mRint~in that formerly tho arrangement was 
thnt tho expense of trAnsport~tion to Palostino Tias divided bot~eon tho Council 
for German Jo'..7ry, tho ICA and tho Joint Distribution Cornnittco. On account 
of oxchango regulations arising out of prohibitive war conditions, it may be­
come impossible for tho Council for Gorman JoTTry -- uhich has changod its title 
to Council for (Jeuish) Victims of Nazi Opprossion -- to grant any funds for 
those purposes; and the Joint Distribution Committoo ~ould probably be left 
alono rimong tho throe orgnnizations as far as mooting tho burden of expense is 
concornod. Tho ICA hns English incorporntion and thoroforo is in tho same posi­
tion as tho Council. Mr. Hyman Illr~de tho suggestion that if uo would do the 
rest, thoy might be proparod to recommend that thoy continua to boar their sharo 
of tho burden; but in vie,7 of tho enormous claims that ,;-1ill shortly be made upon 
thoir support, thoy could not afford to appropriate tho sum of $100,900 for 
trnnsportation. We n~reod that we ~ould rocornmond to our several organizations 
that uo divide tho oxponso -- they to moot ono-hnlf,and TTe to moot one-half. I 
pointod out tho difficulty undor '\7hich TTO rost insofar as uo A.ro not a distnibtt­
ting, but moroly a collocting body. Tho natter thus rests until after ue shall 
havo discussed it, as I told then th~t uo would find it necessary to take the 
matter up uith London (ITcizmann) and with the Executive in Jerusalem. 

~ith cordial · grooting, I an 
Fnithfully yours, 

Stephen s. ,11se 

P.S. I still fool that as an lli!!orgoncy Committoe we ought to get as if TIC had 
powor ard accept th~ responsibility for our action, whether it temporarily 
dislocate the budget or not, seeing that thore is ovary reason to believe 
that there ~ill bo considerable allocation for Palostino needs from tho 
UJA. .. 

I havo omi ttod to nc,~e reforonco to tho fa.ct th~t Mr. HyMan called 
speci~l attention to a statement ~ade by you in your recent communication, 
uhich ~es to the offect that the Zionists ~ould take over the task of 
trMsporting tho retugees to Palestine. I have looked over tho ~emorandum 
and your statenent on the uar situation, but I cannot find any such refer­
ence unless it be tho statement at tho foot of Pago 1, namely 11 0n Septem­
ber 8th, as a result of a massage from tho Jeuish J\goncy representatives 
in Genova, sufficient funds Tioro sent by tho United Palestine ~ppoal in 
Ne,7 York to r.ia.ko possible tho transportation of a thousand Jrms fron 
Gerraany to Palcstine. 11 
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Dr. Stephans. Uiso 
40 i7est 68th Stroot 
Neu York, N. Y. 

My doar Dr. TTise: 

Octobor 6, 1939 

Lot mo thank you for tho report of the mooting with Dr. Kahn and 
Mr. Hyman \7hich 19\1. hecld lasib !!uesday. 

Tho question whothor the UPA should help finance the transpo:rt.ation 
of immigrants to Palestine is a very serious ono, and there ought to be a 
decision in principle ma.de by us in agrcomcnt with tho Jewish .Agency in 
Palestine, for thoro will bo mnny such requests in tho future. Horotoforo, 
our funds uorc not used for that purpose. If we show too ready a disposi­
tion to assume responsibility for this item, it mey well be that the JDC 
,,-,ould bo only too OAger to unload tho responsibility ,;-rhich it hM in the 
matter upon us. I nin inclined to believe that our act in fin~ncing a 
thousand Jo~s from Gornmny to P~lestinc, in re~ponse to the appeal from 
Genova, has oncour::,.ged tho JDC to regard thqt as a precedent. I also think 
thnt ~o should make definite inquiry from the Council for German Jo'ilry ~nd 
tho I~C.A. whether they ~re inn position to continue their subventions. 
i7hile there will be increased allocations for Palestine out of the 1939 
cnmpr-dgn, the demands of P::>.lostine upon us will be r:ro.ch gree.ter becnuse 
oth0r sources of revenue for Palestine nill be practically shut off, ,.-,horeas 
the income of the JDC, derived wholly from tho United States, TTill suffer 
no reduction because of the war. The JDC will receive far more than it 
expected out of the 1939 campaign, and while the demands upon it next year 
Tiill undoubtedly be muc!1 :.1eavier, they '.'Till be met not out of the 1939 
C'1I!Ipaign, but out of tho 1940 crunpaign. I am inclined to believe that the 
JDC has largo available funds ,.,hich it can put to no better use than that of 
assisting in the transportation of refugees from Europe to Palestine uhore 
they coaso to be a charge upon that organization. 

I ro:i. in favor of n~king our noccss~ry contribution to tho $100,000 
fund roquirod for tho transportation of tho 2,960 Palostininn immigrqnts, as 
an omorgoncy, but it should be clearly understood that the JDC is not to 
rcg.,,rd th?.t as a precedent for similar requests in tho future. 

\'litb. best "17ishes, I remain 

Vory sincerely yours, 

(signed) Abba Hillel Silver 

AHS:BK 
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EDMUN C\VKAUFMANN 

Rabbi Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Hillel: 

( 

\ \ 
HOMER BU \LDING 

WASHlfiGT~ , D. C . . , 
'-' October 13, 1939 

Enclosed herewith you will please find copy 

of letter to Henry Ittelson which is self-explanatory. 

I know that Canada is a dominion and has 

a right to determine its own destiny. Nevertheless, 

I have a hunch that something can be done, and to that 

end, I should like to exchange views with you. 

Trust that you are well and with warm regards, 

I am 

EIK:LW 
Encl. 
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Discussion on Political Report: 

Judge Rosenblatt expressed the thought that the political report repre­
sents a splendid effort. He then called attention to the fact that a similar 
situation to that which confronted tho Zionist movement in August, 1914 now 
oxists. At that time, r:ithin throe 1veeks an emergency meeting was convol-:ed in 
New York, and }fr. :Brandais was brought in. Immed.iatoly an Ernorgency Fund was 
organized to save Jev,is:!:: colonization in Palestine. Perhaps this is net needed 
at this time, he said, because the Yishuv has 500,000 people, but thore are t~o 
or three important points ,,,hich we dare not neglect. \7e had opportunities for 
expansive colonization that '170 lost in 1914, let us not lose them twenty-five 
years later. 

Judge Rosenblatt furt!1er expressed the thought that tho small, private 
shipping company in Palestine which operates from Rumania with two little ships, 
might be made the nucleus of a national effort for a roal steamship service, so 
that we ,;,ill not be continually dependent Ul)On the good-,;,ill of others, as ,7e 
are today. Ho suggostod that the Zionist Organization take the initiative in 
organizing a Palestine Cooperative Committee, including Hadassah , Poalo Zion and 
£VIizrachi, whic~1 should mobilize national and private effort to take advantag0 of 
every opportunity f:-om which wo can grow into tho real national Homo in Palestine. 

REPORT Oi~ UWITED P AL:ES':r:'Dl'J: ~\PPEAL : 

The Chairman called upon i:-ir . Henry Eontor, 3xocutive Vice-Chairman of tho 
United Jei7is!1 Appeal a!1d Jlxecutivo Director of t:-..e United Palestino ~\ppoal, to 
ro)ort on tl:.o fund-raising effort. 

Mr. 1,iontor reported that between January 1, 1939 through September 30,1939 
a period of e ight months -- t~1er0 nas made available in casl1 for Palestine, 

through tho Koren Eaycsod and t!10 Keren Kayemeth, $3,043,000, ·.,hich, inadequate 
thou6h it is for the needs, is tho largest sum ever sent in cash in a similar 
period for tho National Funds, to Palestine. T:.1e funds of the United Palestine 
li.ppeal are raised, in addition to t~:.e pri·.,rate collections of the Jm,ish llTational 
Fund, t}i.rough the United Jovds:1 Appeal. On January 1, 1939, a campaign ,,7as in­
augurated for $20,000,000. to cover tho needs of tho Unitod Paleetine Appeal, 
the Joint Distribution Cor.unittee and the National ~efugee Service. In t~e first 
six months thore i,as raised b:r tho United Je,;-,ish .Appeal a11 amount of slightly 
more than $15,000,000; of that sum , some $9 ,000,000 in cash has already been 
raised. The Constitution of the United Janish Appeal provided that the first 
nine and one-half million dollars ,.-ms to be divided as follous: five million 
dollars to the Joint Distribution CoI"llilittee; t,;ro and ono-'.'.lalf million dollars 
to the United Palestine Appeal; and t~o million dollars to t~e National Refugee 
Service. Fro:-n t!10 cas~1 t~1at has thus far beon racei ved, four and ono--half 
million dollars ~as boon given to t'1e J.D,C.;;tno and one-quarter million to 
the U.F,A,; and $1,820,000 to the National Refugee Service, There have been con­
ducted thus far by the u. J. A. and the U. P, A. over 1,800 campaigns, and in 
each case the cor.:rrnunity l'.'.as adopted 2. larger quota than the composite sum total 
raised in 1938. Over $15,000,000 has already been provided, and tl1.e balance of 
the year 17ill sec the inauguration or ne,.... campaigns. Philadelp:iia is no·1 under 
"'·ay; :i3altimore, Cincinnati and other major communities are still to conduct their 
drives. Mr, rontor stated further thnt the success of t}le plans of t~1e United 
Je-rvisi:. Appeal seems in doubt; the quest ion arose as to 0·;~1etl1er the agencies in 
t::ie United Je,-,ish Appeal ,.,ould have tho capacity to stand many campaigns, Since 
September 3rd a most earnest attempt has had to be made b;;r the throe agencies 
'.,ithin the United Je1:lish Appeal, and tho United Jeuish Appeal itself, to offset 
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rumors and misu.~dorstandings, and to emphasize that the funds that are required 
aro far greater t~an could possibly have been envisaged in 1939. Tho United 
Palestine .. \ppeal, of course, is primarily concerned ~-,i th the needs as they relate 
to Palesti.ne, and those needs cover (1) irmnigration, and (3) the sup·,ort of tho 
internal economy of Palestine. 17it:1 regard to immigration, first, the German 
Government is not preventing the emigration of Je,.vs from Germany. As a matter 
of fact, the Gestapo. is encouraging the emigration of Jer,s of fifteen and undera 
fifty and over. It may be emphasized that the Palestine Government is coopera­
ting in tho reception of·:Jo~s into Palestine at this time. There •,:rill leave from 
Trieste some 31 ,000, largely financed by the Keren Hayesod and the funds being 
sent by the New York headquarters of the Keren Hayesod, in addition to funds pro­
vided by Jerusalem. Fifty thousand certificates ~ore issued in tho past three 
months. In addition, five thousand certificates wore issued by tho Palestine 
Government. I n addition, unregistered migrants continue to come into Palestine, 
and t::ic rosponsibili ty for t:r.eir lllH.intcnance rests upon the J(wish ;1.gency for 
Palestine. In discussing tho internal economy of Palestine, ifr. hiontor added, 
it ougl1t to be emphasized also that obliga.tions completely unexpected :1ave been 
thrown upon the Jo71ish -~ency because of the outbroa:': of tho uar. The stoppage 
of building operations, etc., have built up a widespread need, and wo ought to 
face the fact that we rcro apprised of l:'ocontly that in the last month the Jerrish 
Agency for Palestine, in addition to its many other obligations, has had to pro­
vide for tho feedinG of 30,000 Jaus in Palestine. 

In conclu6!ing, llir. 1i:ontor pointed out that the question vthich no'.7 faces 
Zionists in America is tho prospect for 1940 -- uhethor t here shall b0 a unified 
campaign , and under w:10s0 direction it shall bo conducted. Tho cash out of the 
nine and one-half cillion dollars has not yet been forthcoming; the allocations 
committee of the U.J.A., has not yet net; it rrill. All decisions wit:1 r0spoct to 
the distribution of the first nine and one"half million dollars rests completely 
in t~e hands of these people. If the United Palestine Appeal is to carry out 
its obligations nth respect to the Keren Hayosod and the Keren Kayemeth in Pales­
t inc, ,-,o !1ave to k:no.-, ,:hat strengt:1- we a re bringing into a 1940 campaign. If 
we proceed on the assumption that there shall be a contftinuation of the 1939 U.J.A., 
710 are faced •-,it', trrn decisions: (1) that Zionists take a far greP.ter pR.rt in 
the administration of ~elfare Funds throughout the country than they have up till 
this time. ·,7e co.n have very portinont discussions as to ho,-, funds can be re.isod, 
but the ~elfare Funds in this cOUi!try, totaling some 180, are today tho only chan­
nel for tho raising of funds for Palestine. Unless the Zionists make tl1cr.1selves 
an integral part of these 7elfarc Funds, we '.--ill not get very far. (2) A uni-' 
fication of Zionist foi=ces '7it:1 respect to fund-raising. In 1939 there :1as a 
slight diminution of the competition between fund-raising bodies; 1940 may see 
a resurgence of these competitive efforts. .Alt:.1ough t:1e Keren Hayosod and the 
Keren Kayemeth are the responsibility of all organized Zionists, and obviously, 
the needs for 1940 are gre2.ter tl1a!1 they 71ere in 1939, nevertheless ,,e aro con­
fronted by a campaign by tho Gewarkschaften for ono mill ion dollars, at a time 
-~hen tl1eir cooperation in the Koren Rayesod and Keren Kayemoth s:1ould havo been 
greater than ever before. Thero are various other institutions that have engaged 
in Palestine fund-raising and '!lave launched ne\7 enterprises for pot institutions 
in Palestine, thus diminishing our strength \7hich must be directed to,rard the 
United Jewis:1 Appeal or the United Palestino Appeal. Mr. !i!ontor expressed the 
hope that some discipline uill be enforced in fund-raising for Palestine. 

REPORT 01-T JE\7ISH NATIONAL FUND : 

In the absence of Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of the Jewis:1 National 
Fund, the Chaiman called upon Mr. Mendel N. Fisher, Executive Director to report 
on behalf of the Je·:rish ifational Fund. 
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' I 
October 17,193' J 

DISASTER POLISH JEWRY OBLIGES US MAKE EXTAORDINARY EFFORTS HELP 
" 

THEM ESPECIALLY THOSE IN NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES AND ENABLE SECURE 

THEIR AalISSION PALESTINE STOP PLEASE ADVISE HOW SPECIAL FUNDS THIS 

PURPOSE OBTAINABLE STATF,S STOP IS IT POSSIBLE ARRANGE SPECIAL 

COLLECTION AT LE.A&'T FROM-POLISH JEWS THERE STOP APPEAL YOU GIVE 

YOUR ATI'ENTION AND AID THIS URGENT TASK DESPITE OTHER HEAVY BURDENS 

THRUST UPON YOU STOP APPROACHED ALSO POLISH JEWISH CONFERENCE NEWYORK 

STOP CABLE EXECUTIVE GRUNBAUM 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

MEMORANDUM 
, .. 

DATE October 17th, 19.39 

T□ Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

F"R □ M Rabbi I adore Breslau 

1- • :Mont.or in mshlngton and at once 
e tabli heel contact th ·r. ell of the State Ti...,"~,...,._ 
ent and ub · tted orandum on he rerue e probl 

in beha.lf of the American ergency Colmt 
Palestine fairs, to the Inter overnmental ·ttee 
.for R f'u s. Copy of rel.ease an orandut1 enc1osed. 

2- Encl.o ing copy President's open:in reonrks to 
Conf' ce. 

It is reported that • ,l.\l,4U.......,., is givizlg a 
special luncheon to a speci~ invited gro :P, IiecUl81saay 
afternoon. Trying to secure invitation for • ntor to 
ttend luncheon. 

4- Oba bas not yet recei 
invite.ti.on for interVi • G f 
to pres the request a second t· 
tary • ill also c t LDB in t . 

5- FF•s secreto.r;y r orts 
uestion of .nl.UIIC:.L-'3 • t 

Loth:irul, 11 et 
circumstanc 
busy th c 

kipper's 
ould be ir.lproper 

PP r• 
er tonight. 

t 

• De Sola Pool is in ashineton, 
behalf of Hadas , submitted to ~-"'"" c. T J.or a 
separat rand outJ.illgne Iiadassah'a ro of 
Youth Aliyah, ofi'erine th C t its b lp, etc. 

t • _ lor'o "'"""·~-stion, Ura. Pool sent copies of 
the same orand to intertan and erson. s • 
Pool :f'urth r ask ntor mvi1,1.::..1..1. to k ep her advised 
or all n uotiatio , conv rsations, ppointments, etc. 
Sh is also anxi.ou to arrange p onal. interv:i. • ., 
tc. I discussed with her at great J.meth t.he overlapping 

of our r speetive efforts. • Pool. is l of course• 
not in an independ t capacityit but as representative 
or th Hadassah bo • 
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111 FIFTH A VENUE 
NEW YORK 

October 17, 1939 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

CABLE AODRESil 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLEY•S CODE 

I assume that I shall hear from you with respect to 
this telegram addressed to you and me by Greenbaum of the 
Executive. I do not know what you plan to do about it. I have 
only one comment to make: we, on behalf of the Emergency Com­
mittee, cable to Palestine for the right to use tu.nda on behalf 
of these refugees; and then Greenbaum cables in these tenna. It 
shows what an anomalous position is our own. My own feeling is 
that, in order to confonn to the tenns of a pre-war arrangement, 
we are making two grave mistakes: (l) we are failing to facil­
itate the inllligration into Palestine of nearly 3,000 refugees 
with passports; (2) by so doing we are resigning an opportunity 
to render a senice which would help us in next year's collec­
tions under all circumstances; and at this time give us a basis 
upon which to rest our appeal for large funds from the Alloca­
tions Committee. 

You, Dr. Goldman and the rest of us ought at once to 
say we will expencl whatever money is needed. We could make an 
arrangement with the JDC that they spend halt of this money. 
They never gave more than one-third, because of the arrangement 
of which you know with the l!XlA and the Council for German Jewry-; 
so that if they are pushed up to meeting one-halt of the expense, 
we shall be doing very well. We ought to act with courage and 
resolution and say we are going to do what we think necessary to 
facilitate the entrance of those~~qgthroughout Europe into 
Palestine. That is our job, and~t for granted that when 
the time comes to make allocations we shall be able to prove our 
case, more particularly seeing tha we are dealing with the JDC 
and sharing their burden as they are sharing ours in the matter. 
I would go even further, Dr. Silver, I confess, and take over 
the whole responsibility of transportation up to December 31st of 
refugees to Palestine, taking it for granted that we would be re­
imbursed at least for this, and that we would have this to our 
credit for 1940 if it should become necessary, as it may, to 
conduct our own UPA campaign. 



.. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

P.S. I take it tor granted that you have sent 
a copy ot the radiogram from Kaplan to 
Montor, Baerwald and the heads of the UJJ., 
leaving out the last sentence to the latter 
on Alaska, which would not be of interest 
to them from our point of view. 
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T□ Rabbi Abba Hillel dilver 

FR □ M Rabbi Isadore Breslau 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE October 18th, 1.939 

1- Visit with LDB eYenin of October l?th. Ho £eels confident that 
meetin with the Skipper will take place as soon · s t· e can be found. 'l1le 
Skipper as y be expected is quite busy n , but IDB feels sure t t 
Jlis Hand his secretar;y, can be relied upan to arrange the eting at 
the first availabl opporttmity. (Tho delays to be our cmnfaul.t. 
e should have initiated the plan for such etinrr much earlier). 

U>B had not beard tr FF wi regard to a eting with Sir 
Herbert rson and urged not to press t matter further until I 
had heard exact1y what FF bad done in the tter. 

Mr • .Rublee 'a ltmcheon of today LDB understood to be one 0£ 
onal nature, that it would not proper to a ek on invitation far 

llr. tor. 

2- Called office of this orning and learned that not · bad 
been done to arrange ceeting between LDB and 1'~m-f'lfll'le After bis con­
versation with lt>rd Lothian, he hn.d received an invite. ion to the Rublee 
luncheon, but inasmuch as court was ins sian, he could not attend. 

3- Petitions arrived fr Jewish UOrn:in.r_t Jaarnal. se were in 
very loose form and even the names of the important people we towxl ere 
not listed nor arranged in any schedule. This all had to be prepared 
!or presentation to the State Department. • Lipsky ho arrived £ran 
Baltimor , prepared a special. sta t with which e went to the 
Department at. 1:00 P. • (!Ir. Lipsky, • Montor, • rris Simon of 
asbington and I. sl.a.u). Mr. Pell had advised e in the onrlne 

that we were to pr sent th petitions to Vyron c. l\lylor as the President's 
Representative. we arrived at the utate part.I.tent, the Inter-
overnmental Conference just breakinu up end • Tay1 r 1e£t. • 

P ll then a ked Lord i.nterton to receive us. Lord iinterton danurred 
and said that h could not act for the i'reaidont, and so • J es o. 

cDonald acted in Mr. Taylor's place and received us. At the t , 
Sir Herbert rson s drawn into the group and told of 300,000 - - -
he >ined for e ent that we ere of ering the ·t 300,000. 
His face tell bit l'lhen he discovered it was 300,000 signatures. After 
some in.t'ormal. conversation and after e presentedthe .formal sta ent 
of • Lipsky for ref' rence to the ·t am to th Fresid t, we 
left all p titions and documents in tl e oi'£ice of • Robert Pell. 

Before leaving, raised the question of possible etine 
bl-tween erson and LDB. Emerson expressed ml. · ess and pleasure 
to keep such an appointment, but inasr:nich as they were l.eavint, tar 
.1 ew York this afternoon, it could not be arranged £or today. • 

cDonald assured us that he ould do everything po sible to help arrange 
such et be.f~ Sir Herbert left. Such a eting could take place 
possibly next 'i'hursday when ir Herbert canin to ashington nine 

, 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

T□ Habbi l\bba I illel Silver 

FR □ M Rabbi Isadore lau 

the 
York. 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE October 18th, 1939 

a ed that r. ntor to call 

Reli e ot y,.,.,i!IT _ _.. tor, t espec~ ood 
cover e in today's York s. Rel s on today's in also 
prepared by • ntor and distributed here to all correspondents, 
newspapers a.'"ld encies. e s t to J ish :ia.1.L~ .. ~ Journal.. 

For our future,.,.__ , it mi ht be well to bear in mind that 
uch projects s that of th Jewish 1-t>ming Journal should be br t 

to our attention tl.lCh earli r. should not put in posi ion of 
havin,., to prepare teriel and arran e for a meetin at ch short 
notic. terial arrived at 10,30 and by 1100 o•clock in the after-
noon, we had to be prepared to eet with • T 1or • 

• Pool had received! 
· tiab ;.;;;;.:u.,'.;,;.;rs of t ·VUlouua.t tee tlV\,&.1,.1,,L' 

certificates be • .:-...;.""'i.r.-A~.J· ...... " 
information. 

that the 
tor 

, :ve uo the 

5- • .i:a;.1.1U11."-LIJ. • Lipsky and t e r t of , that at 
t orrow•s in N York, an opportunity oul.d be .found £or 

te conv tions be een our le and mei:il:>Etrs 
t 

losing today1s release. 



llr • Hen17 llolltor 
United PaleaUne A;peal 
111 fitth Av•ua 
Rew York, I.I. 

lly dear Mr. lontora 

October 19, 1931 

I tried to reaeh :,ou·b.r phone but, I wu told that 
you w.eire in Philadelphia. Last nentna, r.r. G•Uun an4 Rabbi 
Gold ot the Misraohl called on me h re 1n Clenlarid an4 dieaussed 
with me .two •ttva - first t."1• ui-1at cable wbiah they rece1Yed 
tr011 Ra'"-bi Berlin Ulc1nl tor an 1•ed1ai. additional allocation 
ot tao,ooo al'ld aeoondl.7, Yl•raoh1'• _.,.. 1D th• 1940 Campaign. 

As tar &I tile Heond it• 18 COl&Oeffltd, I told th• that 
•• bad not yet •8" with the JDO on tbU aultJeot and u tar u I 
lmff, there bad bun u ••8'1DI betften them and the u e1.ther. 
I expreaaed to \bta the 'M1~ that tbe pteater need• ot all the 
ooutituent organiaaUon1 will ban to be taken into ooneidention 
when tH t1.nal &l'ftDleaent• are made, 

With regud to the pr•s•inc cable• ot Babb!. Berl.iD, I made 
it clear to tbam that the UP.l n11n no po1itian to allocate an7 
additional tund• to th• Miff&Ohi without the OODMt'lt ot the ICeren 
Hayeaocl and the lteren Ka:,eaeth, and that the oonaent ot th ... 
iaportant bodi•• would 1n all p:,obab1llt7 baYe to 001119 tl'OII 
beadquarien 1n Jeruaalell. I auu••W to the 111sraoh1 th• po111-
b1l1t7 of their •klna a lou tor the aaount to be paid out of 
their 19'0 allocation. I euueste4 that thq get 111 touoh with 
you and Mr. Lamport to talk cmtr th11 matter. I am ot the opinion 
that we ought to be u cooperatift in rue ntter aa we poasibly 
can. Attar all, Mizraab11a abare ot the 1989 UPJ. Campaign 11 a 
..,...,, meager one. 

I woul.4 •ua••t that you 1et 1n touch with • Ittelaon 
&rKt IN whether a ... ting ot the ~ooation Committee can be 
arrupd tor nday afternoon, October 80 inaauch aa •• are to 
baYe a meeting ot th• UJ'.l that eventnc. It will be 1apoae1ble tar 
ua to wait 1Ddat1nitely tort.tr. Laaker. You aight auggut to 
111-, Ittelaon the aendin& of an altemat. to t.bia meeting. It these 



He · i, on tor -2- 10-19-39 

t : o t1.ngs e eld in • 10 e..:'t rnoon ,.. d :he eve- ing, I am 
ondering fit ould be possiblo to hol:i a l uncheon ~eoting 

o. t he Emer gency Co:m:iittee? This ould ., .... ve t ':e out o tovm 
embers a spec a l t rip t New Yor!{ - and t h 2:-e are vital matters 

on which t he UPA woul d lik to have t he judgment of t he Erner . ency 
Committee. 

Are t here any interer t ing s eakers avn l abl e for a 
~eati ng of t he Cleveland Zionist Societ in November? 

Vo cordi lly ou s , 

AHSa BK 



Mr. Edmund I. Kauf:ca.nn 
Homer Building 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Edt 

October 19, 19~9 

Thank you so much for your kind note and for the letter 
which you enclosed. I read it wtth a great deal of interest. 
or course there is room in Canada for tens of thousands ot 
refugees, and of oourse it would be fine if Canada would set 
aside a certain nlltlber of square miles as a home for the 
homeless of Europe. But knowing Canada as I do, nd the bitter 
French Canadian Catholic resistance to the coming into Canada of 
any but Catholic L'lllldgrante, I think that the proposal contained in 
t.~e letter is like so many similar oroposala - good, sound, but not 
feasible. 

Ho.:ever, there 11 no reason · hy th& contents of this 
letter should not be brought to the attention of the i:iembers or 
the Intergovernmental CoL.mittee for Refugees now meeting in 
:aehington. Perhaps it can persuade Canada to admit a small 

number or refugeee, even it it is not prepared to set nside a 
"sanctuary• for a large nu:iber. 

Generally speaking,! believe that in our thinking and our 
planning we are placing the wrong emphasis in the present situation. 
le rlll never be able to solve the refugee problem. We ~~ll not 

be able even to scratch the surface or this colossal and tragic 
problem. Much time, energy and substance will be apent and 
after some ye·ra it will be founj that only an insignificant 
number of refugees have actually been helped. As long as the 
regime responsible for the creation ot rerugees remains 1n power 
in Europe, all tho.t we do will .rove to be hopelessly inadequate. 
I an not ndvo~ ting that we do nothing in this direction. That 
would be quite inhuman. I am r,uggesting, however, that our chief 
concentration should be on doing our utmost to brlng about the 
defeat ot that overnment hich is ree onsible for all the human 
disasters of the past six years and for the present war. A defeat 
of' the Nazis in this war will merui the destruction of t~eir 
vicious racialism and cha.uveniSlll ,·hich have :;,oisoned the poli t1.cal 
life of all the countries of Central and Ea.stsrn Europe. It will 
mean a return to the principle of the "rights of m_norities" 
inclusive of the rights of Jewish minorities in Europe and ~ill, 



!.daund Kaufmann October 19, 1989 

by and l&rs•, liquidate the refugee probl•• Thia la our onq 
hope. The Amerio people ehould be arouaed to the real 
illplloationa ot t.be present European war in order that the7 ma7 
giw th• Mxi■ma or help to Great Britain and Prance 1n thia 
atruga].e - all help abort ot wu. 

Por the duration ot the war, Nab.allot couree have to do 
our utaoat, to heal the wcnmded and tNd the hU11£Z7 .. and there 
will be rd.llione ot th•• lllpba11i1 ahould be put on llllllediate 
relief rather than upon long range p,iojeota ot preparing 
territor1u tor mua emigr tion and colonization. TM ... • are 
a few plaoea to whloh rwfus••• oan immediately' 10 in more~ 
less aubatantial numbers. These ahou14 be given •'ffrT tacilit7 
to reaoh their destination. Beyond that, our conoentr~tion 
should be on helpinc Great Britain and France win th11 war. 

With all cood wiabee' I NUiD 

Y117 oerdialq yours, 

AHS1S 



.. I F'rom: 
\ Arnericn1 Zionist Bureau 

For Arr1E:.rican Emergency Conuni t tee 
for P&lestine Affairs 
625 r;oodward Bldg. 
'rlashington, D. C. 
National 8508 

Release: Thursday, October 19 

238,199 SEND INDIVIDUAL PLEAS TO ROOSEVELT TO BACK PALESTINE 

REFUGEE SET'rLEi;-lENT 

Mass of Petitions Presented in Connection v:ith Intergovernment .. il Committee 
for Refugees Conference Held in Washington; Myron Taylor Receives Petitions 

for President. 

Numerous Governors, Senators, Congressmen, Mayors and Oth~r Officials Join in 
Urging "Primo Consid.eration" for P&lesti11e "a.s ;J. Place of Refuge for 

Persocuted Jews" 

Washin[;ton, D. C. -- In the most mmrnivo petition of its kind ever presented 

to the President of the United St0.tes on beh&lf of the upouildinf; of the 

J e,;ish Homeland. in Palestim~, 238,199 individual signa tu.res of Suna tors, 

Congress1J.c:n, Governors, Uayors and other distinguished ci vie and public leaders, 

in addition to those of hundreds of thousands of Jewr1 in 41~ StaMs in the 

natim1, were attached to an identical plea to President Roosevelt to urge 

"prime considaration11 to Palestine 11 as a plb.co of refuge for persecuted Jews" 

upon the officers of the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees no,: meeting 

in Washington. 

Mr. Myron 'faylor, vice chairman and American representative on the 

Intergovernmental Committee on Politicul Refugees, received the petitions on 

behalf of the President. Mr. Louis Lipsky of New York, Vice President of the 

Zionist Organization of America, headed tho delegation which presented the 

boxes of signatures on beha.lf of the Americ&n Emergency Committee for Palestine 

Affairs. The movement for the gathering of the signatures on the petition 

was initiated by the Jewish Morning Journal, leading American Jev:ish newspaper 

of Ifo,, York. Rabbi Isadore Breslau, Director of the American Zionist Bureau, 
joined in offering the petitions. 

Text of Petitfon 

The plea, to which the hundreds of thousands of individual signatures 

v:erc attr:ched, read as follows: 

11 To the ;'.cesident of the United States: 

Tho undersigned, regurd:5-ng it as inconceivable that Palestine should 

fail to receive prime consid0ration e,s a pla.co of refuge for persecuted JovlS, 

respectfully urge th&t at the conference on the rofuge0 problems that you 

have. called, you submit that .Palestinc--recognizod by fifty-tvm nations, 

including the United States, o.s a Natiom,l Homr; for Jews--is a n,_tural haven 

for Jewish refugees to the f11lleot extc,nt of it:=; economic ,.:.bsorptivc capacity." 
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Senators Sign Petition 

Included in the signatories to the plea were Senators Morris Sheppard 

of rcxas, '.rthur Capper of Kansas, vV. Warren Barbour of NG\1 Jersey, Chnrles 

~f. Tobey of New lfrunpshire, Guy M. Gillette of Iorra and David I. Walsh of 

Massachusetts . 

William Green, President of the Anerica.n Federation of Labor, qlso 

joined in tho plea for Palestine to the President. 

Governors Urse Palestine Consideration 

Governor Le,fis Barrows of lEaine, Governor A. Harry Moore of Nevi Jersey, 

Governor Ylilliam H. Vanderbilt of Rhode Island, Governor Charles A. Sprague 

of Oregon, Governor Culbert L. Olson of California, and Governor Ralph L. 

Carr of Colorado were others who joined their signatures among the hundreds 

of thousands of others. 

Governor Olson .l\.dds Message 

In addition to signing the petition, Governor Olson of California 

1rrote: 

11 1 feel that the civilized world, ~-rhich has perr'.litted uncivilized 

attacks upon the Jc-wish people n nd fostered intolerance in many parts of the 

world, owes to the victims of persecution and bigotry the availability of 

Palestine as a refuge to the fullest extent of its economic absorptive 

capacity." 

Senator Gillette Sees Palestine as Best Place 

A special message supporting the petition was 1vritten by Senator 

Gillette of Iowa, who wrote : 

11 The plight of the unfortunate Jewish people who are being driven 

from their homes because of unreasoning prejudice is one that touches the 

heart of every person uhose hurn.anity has not been destroyed or warped by 

prejudice. But there are such determined and widespread attempts being made 

in so many different countries to arouse this prejudice that there sce1m to 

be little chance of drinding a place anynhere in the world where these poor 

people can be received and have the opportunity of establishing homes on the 

sar.1e basis with other citizens. 

11 0f course, the United States is open to then, but the number that 

can be received is strictly limited by our :i.nrni~ration quota provisions. It 

would seen th.'.lt the friends of these persecuted ones could well unite in 

efforts t0 keep the nncient homeland of the Jews open for their entrance. Not 

only would it be an advo.ntage for them, but the sane qualities which hc,,_ve 

made the Jews valuable citizens in EJVery land imuld bring to Palestine all 
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the wealth of their ability and enterprise for its dcvelopment. 11 

Jewish leader .2resents Petitions 

In a brief statement made to Mr. Myron Taylor in trnnsferrine the 

hundreds of thousands of signatures gathered by the Jmvish Morning Journal, 

Mr. Louis Lipsky said: 

11We c..re plensed to submit to you for the attention of President of 

the United States and of the Intergovernmental Cormnittee on Political Refugees 

of which you are the Vice Chairman and .American representative a mass 

individual petition sponsored by the Je.vish Morning Journal, a•••~ daily 

newspaper in New York, bearing upon the availability of Palestine as a place 

of settlement for Jewish refugees and urging thnt it be given primary 

consideration by your Committee. 

"This petition was obtained by the Jewish Morning Journal during the 

past fcvr months through the publication of the following statement: 

"To the President of the United States: 

The undersigned, regarding it as inconceivable for Palestine not to 

receive primary consideration as a place of refuge for persecuted Jews, 

respectfully urge that at the conference of the Intergovernmental Committee 

for Refugees, you submit that Palestine, recognized by fifty-two nations, 

including the United States, as a Natioml Home for Jews, is a natural haven 

for Jewish refugees to the fullest extent of its economic absorptive capacity. 

"To this petition are attached the individual signatures of 238,199 

men and women in 44 St.:1.tes and 404 cities. Among the signatories are many 

Sen~tors, Congressmen, Governors, Mayors and other public officials. 

"The ;ietition represents only a segment of the sentiment which 

prevails among the Jews of America with respect to Palestine as a National 

Home. The refugee problem extends over so large a field thnt it would be 

presumptuous of us to think that Palestine alone can make provision for the 

ever-increasing army of Jei.,vish exiles, thrown at the door of humanity, and 

looking for a haven of peace. But Palestine docs represent a great oppor­

tunity to provide such a haven of security for substnntial numbers ru1d, 

at the same time, give scope for the rebuilding of Jewish life which 

oppression and persecution are now engo.ged in destroying." 

Signatories in Congress 

Among the members of the House of Representatives nho joined in 

urging "prim2.ry considerntion11 for P2.lestine as a place of refuge vrerc: 

Con6Tessmen Christopher n~ Sullivo.n of New York, John c. Kunkel of 

Pennsylvani.::t, Raymond s. il/icKeou[$h of Illinois, Samuel Dickstein of New York, 

Robert ff. Kean of New Jersey, George J. Bates of Massachusetts. 
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Cone;ressmen J. Francis H~Tter of New York, Harry Sandager of Rhode 

Island, Robert G. \llen, Pcnnsylvcmia, Emanuel Cellor of Now York, Sam Hobbs, 

of Alabo.IiIB., Rene L. DeRouen, of Louisiana, Joseph A. Gnvagnn of Nev, York, 

William I. Sirovich of Nen York, Willimn J. Hiller of Connecticut. 

Congressmen Robert Luce of Massachusetts, Stephen Bolles of Wisconsin, 

Charles A. Buckley of New York, Fred Bradley, New York, Fred C. Gartner of 

Pennsylvania, John G. Alexander of Minnesota, Charles L. Gerlach of Penn­

sylvDJ1ia, H. Carl Andersen of Minnesota, Lawrence J. Connery of Massachusetts, 

Joseph A. McArdle of Pennsylvanic., Sol Bloom of New York, Willirun T. Schulte, 

of Indiann, John M. Houston of Kansas, Homer D. :'mgell of Oregon, Leonard 

W. Schuetz of Illinois, John C. Martin of Illinois, Yfilliam B. Barry of 

New York, Arthur B. Jenks of Now Hnmpshire. 

Con3ressmen J. Harold Flrumery of Pennsylvanin, Joseph L. Pfeifer 

of New York, Frnnk c. Osmers, Jr., of Neu Jersey, Iklrtin L. Sweeney, of Ohio, 

William Lemke of North Dakota, Ho.rve Tibbott of PcnnsylvJ.11in, Ed.ward J. Hart, 

New Jersey, Andrew c. Schiffler of West Virainia. 

Congressmen George s. Williams of Del,::i:warc, Colgate w. To.rden, Jr., 

of Virginfa, Matthew A. Dunn of Pennsylvania. and . ..lrthur w. litltchell of 

Illinois. 
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Dr. Solomon Goldman 
633 Waveland ve. 
Chica.go, Illinois 

Dear Goldman: 

COPY 

October 21, 1939 

I beg to enclose herewith copy of a letter that has just come 
to me from Dr. Silver. You ill notice that he suggests the 
propo al that we mention the sum of 150,000. to $200,000. in 
cooperation with the J. D. C. to finance the trans~ortation 
of European refugees to Palestine. He adds, 11 I would agree 
to such a cable. 11 

Since we are to meet on onday or Tuesday, I shall do nothing 
a.bout this matter until we have had a chance, on the basis of 
this letter, to formulate our action. Mr. ontor, to whom 
I am sending copy of this letter, with copy of the memorandum 
also, might prepare a cable for us, as Dr. Silver suggest, to 

eizmann and Ka.plan. 

SS :T 
Copies to: 
r. Louis Lipsky 
r. Henry ontor 

Fai tbfully yours, 

Stephen S. ise 

P.S. I have just had a telephone message from r. arren, of 
the President's Committee, suggesting at first an appointment for 
onday afternoon at P. r. Lipsky and I will be occupied at that 

time, and I was not sure that you would be in town by onday, so 
I suggested a Tuesday morning appointment, saying that we ere 
to meet at four in the afternoon. r. arren thereupon said that 
Sir Herbert merson bad to appointments Tuesday morning, one with 
rs. Greenberg at 11 o'clock, and another with rs. Pool at 11:30. 

I took it upon myself to say that I did not ee why Sir Herbert 
should see the to ladies separately, that they were or ought to 
be concerned ith one problem, that of Youth liyah, and that Sir 
Herbert should see them together at 11 o 1clock, so that we might 
meet with him from 11:80 on. This arrangement was assented to. 
I asked r. a.rren hether this as in response to my suggestion 
of a day or to ago to Lord interton that he meet with us in order 
that we may discuss our common problem •. Mr. Warren 1s answer was, 
11 I am not sure. 11 

It may be i.hat Lord Winterton will be there, but in any event we 
have said to r. Taylor that you and your associate have not had an 
opportunity for oral discussion of your problems with repre entatives 
of the Intergovernmental Committee. 

I take it for granted that all of u will put aside other appointments 
and somehow manage to be present, even though it be difficult, 
Tuesday morning, 11:30, at Mr. Taylor's office. 



October 25, 1959 

r. Sholem sch 
7~5 Rive.side Drive 
New York, N.Y. 

My de r Friendt 

I did not write to :•o any .,ooner because 
I a:t d to complete the re~din of your "The 
Nazarene". I have been tr.veling n good de 1 and I h .ve 
b t this 1ee'' found the time to read your great ork. 

I derived from it untold joy. It is full of the 
richn!!lse or your apiri t end if? glor!.-'ied b-; ~ vur m tchlese 
artistry .. ! . s both moved and exalted by it. For the 
ftrst time out~ide of the fie!d of scientif c Jet~sh 
schol~rsh~p h s t..~e life, career nd t~ chings o: Jesus 
been ~en the uth ntic J e:ish background. In rev aling 
in J 11 the re t Je ·sn Irr'Jstic, .,ou h ve linked hitt up 
wit1 the eold n c.ain of gr~ t Jewish mystic~ throu hout 
th au s - not excluding :,•cur "Te illim Yid" . I wns delighted 
with the manner in hich :rou intertr.ined the ine parables and 
midra ... him of the Mer: TestB.T!lent ith t e e .1th of Rar-b1.n o 
sayings d p rables found in other Jewtsh ritina~. You have 
delved deep and have bro .ht up many tr sures. I a~ sure 
t t both the Chr.-stian and the J e ,ish orld will be gr teful 
to :ou for your tender, reverent and i. .uminating" udy of the 
Jewish mystic no reshaped the orld. 

Uost cordially your, 

AHS:BK 
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MINUTES OF !.!~MERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS HELD ON TUES 
OCTOBl~R 24, 1959 AT 4 P.M. AT THE OFFICES OF TH.B~ zot.,111 

PR7.SENT: Dr. Solomon Goldmc.n presiding: Gedaliah Bublick, Rabbi Wolf Gold, 
Hayim Greenberg, Louis Lipsky, Mrs. Bertha Schoolman, Robert Szold, 
Stephen S,Wise. 

Samuel Caplan, sccretnry, and i•.ir . Morris Margulies. 

Minutes of the previous meeting as circulated were approved. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: The secretary read the followin6 cables received since 

the last meeting: 

"October 10, 1939 

SILVlm 
ZIONIST ORGANISATION 

EXECUTIVE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND KERCN HAYFSOD UNANIMOUSLY !)ECIDED 
TO URGE YOU REJECT i\LL D!Erf:11.NDS MADE UPON YOU FOR DIR13CT FINANCIAL 
ASSISTi'J.TCE STOP RSQUEST YOU REPLY PETITION!mS APPROJ\.CH EXECUTIVE 
J .GRUSALEM STOP STR.AINBD FINANCiiJ., POSITION Hi!:AVY TASKS COHPEL 
US INSIST THIS DECISION, 

K.1\PL1'.N 11 

"October 15,1959 

ZIONISTS 
NEW YORK 

FOR RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN · HICEM BUCHAREST REQUIRED Tl~LEGR.APHICLL 
RIAS NEW YORK SUBVENTION OF 20,000 DOLLARS F'OR FIRST GROUP 
EMIGRATION OF 450 POLISH RRFUGEl~S STOP FAVORABLE SETTLEMENT OF 
THIS REQU;~ST OF M;\JOR J f:i::':HSH i\ND ZIONIST INTEREST PU;JlSE ENDEAVOR 
FOR GOOD RESULT STOP GABLE RESULT YOUR INTERVENTION ZIONIBURO 
BUCHA ... 11:E:ST ZIONIST ORG;.NISI\.TION OF ROUMANH 1:ND IN N !:MB OF 
REFUGEr:s 

DOCTOR SCifNi.B.ZBAHDT OOCTOn R.OSM:aIN" 

"October 17,1939 

WISE SILVER 
ZIONIST ORGi~1ISATION 

DISASTER POLISH JEWRY OBLIGBS US Ml.KE EXTRl ... ORDINJI.RY EFFORTS HELP 
TH:SM ESPECIALLY THOS:C IN NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIF,S AND !::Nf,BLE s1;_:clfRE 
THEIR. ADMISSION PAL;:STINE STOP PLGASE i'..DVIS!!~ HOW SPECIAL FUNDS 
THIS PURPOSE OBTAIN,IBLE STATES STOP IS IT POSSIBLE .ARR,.\NGC SPECIAL 
COLL1~CTION AT LEAST FROM POLISH JBWS THERE STOP APPB.t,L YOU GIVE 
YOUR ATTENTION JJ'i!D 1HD THIS URGBNT Ti,SK DESPITE OTHER H~LVY 
BURDENS THRUST UPON YOU STOP LPPROACHED iLSO POLISH JJ:;VS CONF.SRt:NCE 
N'F.W YORK STOP CJJ3LB EXECUTIVE GRUBNBJ..UM" 

- I 
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"October 16, 19?9 

GOLDMAN 
ZIONIST ORGi'i:..tiJIS.l'i.TION 

DECIDED DELEGATE DR. Lt1ND~":.UI!.'R J.JftERIC t, R~PRES&\JT US 
FINANCil.L gcoNOMIC UATTJ~RS TRUST I:-I1'-: 1'_1ILL R..sc·srVE LLL 
POSSIBLE J,SSISTt ...NCE 

EXECUTIVE KJ..PL1lli 11 

"October 20,1939 

GOLDMl'...N 
ZIONIST ORGiJ'HSATION 

THANKS TELEGR.i'Jft PREP !IRING LEAVE ;.PPROXIM.ATELY FIRST HALF 
NOVEMBER KINDEST REGl.RDS 

WEI ZHI;"iNIJ" 

The following cables were sent after the last meeting: 

• 

"October 10,1939 

KAPLil.N 
JEWISH AGENCY 
JERUS.ALEiii 

YOURS OCTOBER SIXTH C01vTI''ilITTEE FEELS VLSV'l CHi\..NGED CONDITIONS 
LE .. WING JDC t.LONE TO MEET TRANSPORTJ\TION Nr~EDS TtlICH 
INCRE..'.~SIHG DUB Wfu1. ZIONISTS HERE MUST HAVE FREEDOM f ,C•rION 
Ml.KE COMMITVi.rNTS HELP DEFRAY Pl RTii'J, TRLNSPORTfiTION STOP 
WHILE NO INTENTION RELIEVING J DC ITS OBLIGi',.TION MUST URGE 
EXECUTIVE GIVE US DISCR.t"I:TIONARY P011/F,R THIS il.~ATTJ~ VIHICH 
LACKING WOULD S.GRIOUSLY H;J~DICAP US NEGOTIATIONS FORTHCOMING 
UNITED APPE::L ALSO JJ.LOCl'..TIONS PRESENT Cil'l-tPi.IGN 

KAPL!JJ 
.JEWISH AGCNCY 

FJAERGSNCY ZIONIST COMMITTEE 11 

"October 12,1939 

OWING Brl/'IERG.ENCY NEEDS 11'.RGER RESPONSIBILITIES KER,rnSOD P.SK 
YOUR INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING NINETEEN FORTY UPA CONTRt CT 
BETW1;:EN KH KK 

EMERGENCY ZIONIST CO~Ilv1ITTEE11 
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With reference to the C,J,bl8 from Gi~uenba1.un, it was suggested Umt 
he be advised that there was no possibility of undertaking independent 
crrmpaign efforts and that ho should address his appeal to the 1~~::ecuti ve. 

With regard to the cable from Bucharest it was agreed to dir2ct a 
request to the IIIl~S on behalf of the Emergency Corrm1i ttee. 

REPORT ON LCTIVITI~S IN '.' .. /1.SHINGTOU RE lNTl~RGOVl!:RNI11ENTJ',L COI/irHTTf~J~ ::IfETINC-: 

ii1r. Capla.n -r-eportod that in preparation for tho meeting of the 
Intergovernmental Commit tee, certain a.cti vi ties were undertaken •~'i th o. 
view to bringing before the Conference the availability of Pc.lestine in 
the settlement of tho refugee problem. Copies of m2morando. covering the 
interviews and activities in ·nashington were circulated to o.11 the pa:~tics 
represented on the .Cmergency Committee and they ttre attached to these 
minutes. 

Mr. Caplan further reported thut on the morning of October 24th,9 
Dr. Goldman, Mr. Lipsky, Dr. Wise and he visi tcd ,Sir Herbert Emerson by 
appointment. The conversations nith Sir H,-:,rbert pointed to the omission 
of any public reference to Palestine either in the pres8 communiques of 
the Cornmi t tee or in the addresses by its members Ett the luncheon given by 
Mr. Taylor on Thursday, Octob'..:Jr 19th. Sir B>-::rbort emphasized that the 
policy of the White Pa9or 1.md the subsequent c:lec lar2.tion of Mr. McDonclc!. 
suspendine; the Pe.lestine im.migro.tion quota r;as still the officinl position 
of the British Government and accordingly the Intergovernrnente.l Committee 
could not refer to possible immigration into Palestine at the present time. 
Our .members urged that it v,as s.n injustic,J to ha.ve completely omitted 
reference to the Tole of P,.lestine in the c1.bsorption o'°.:' r0fue;ees in the 
po.st. Sir Herbert agreed to rectify the omission by moans of a pr·3SS 
interview which 1:ms to be arranged for him in Washington upon his rsturn . 
Sir Herbert also e:·"p-r-csscd his desire to meet with Justice B:r;,,ndeis upon 
his return to -r>fashin[:t.on ·.m~ arrangements we-ce mo.de for such c m~eting on. 
October 25. 

Mr. Caplan furth(-H' :ropoi-ted thnt the ~;Jdp-p•~r hnc~ agreed to s .Jc:: 
Justice Brrmdcis in th,:; afternoon of October 24th . 

Hf,DASSAH tf!EMORlJ'JDUi';1 TO INT ,;r::GOVL'Rl%l.2i.1T:.L Cm.~·'!ITTEE: The secret.2ry reported 
that in o. telegrrun to Mrs. I:pstein, DJ.~. Goldrru.n had p:.~otestcd on bcht:'.lf 
of the Emergency Committee at the action taken by H<1dnssa.h in pres0nting 
n. separnte memorandum to the Intcrgovc)n1Il1ont::-.l Committee, ['..ntl in reply 
Mrs. Epstein declared thc.t the Uri·, memorandmn had not been discussed nt 
the meeting of tho Emergency Corrnnittee and Ifocto.ssah h::td not been requested 
to submit Youth Aliyah data. for inc.lusion in the memorandum. Mrs. i:pstsin 
further stated that Dr.Wise hnd been asked on October 1st rcg~rding the 
procedure of 9resenting .'.1 Youth Aliyo.h report to the Inte1~government2l 
Committee and Dr.VJise had advised to correspond with Mr .Pell of the Std,e 
Depnrtmont if they wished to move in th.::.:.t din,ction. 

Dr.Goldman emJhasiz0d that IInd.'.lssnh chould not ho.vo submitted 'ln 
inde:)1:.mdent memorandum when it 1.,:,as gencro.lly known thc.t the Zionirt vim'T 
was ~ontl1..ined in the UPI-i. memorDndu.m which was also sponsored by tlV3 
Emergency Commi ttoc, He rcc,.,"lled a simil·.:r inst".ncc in London 11".St July, 
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following the ~AcDoh~ld announc,.;ment of restriction on immigr:;.tion, ,~hon 
the Agency hao met to prep::·,re ::c memorrmdum to Mr .McDonald, ,..:.nd the wom8n 
of Hadnsso.h who were .9rc:sent also wanted to make a separate stl:.teme::1t on 
Youth Aliyah. Vil1ereupon they 1•,ere told by Mr . Brod.etsky not to submit 
such i.'.. memorandum . 

Mrs. Schooln~:n om_?~.hsized that there hwj boon no cliscuGsion :-t the 
meetings of the f.'.m.:r::;ency Committee on the memOJ:,,ndum to be p:resentod 
:-md thc.t the Natiorwl Boe.rd of Hadassah f,~lt it important to present .::. 
memor~:.ndurn on Youth ~', .. J.iyqh '!rhich WD.s prepnn.d on ffonclo.y, Octobor 16th «.nd 
Ifrs. Pool was sent to ··hshington to submit it to the Cornrr.ittee. 

Mrs. Schoolm,'.n suggest0d thc.t c. committee bo M.med to go into the 
entire mc.ttor. The m:.:eting f,:ilt, however, that there hc,d been a misunder­
standing c.nd it would s3:r-ve no useful purpose to -.ppoint such o. committee . 
It nas understood th·ct G.11 ~K,rties represented in thG ~mergcncy Committee 
,·,ould in the future absto.in from n.ny n.ct which might bo c.onstruod to be a 
breach of the disci;iline of tho Committee. 

VISIT OF DUFF COOP''.:?..: Dr.1.'1ise report3d thnt the former First Lord of th-::J 
1\dmiral ty, ;fr . Duff Coop,~r, 1'1~-.s in the Uni tecl Stn.tos for t:. lecture tour 8.nd 
suggested tho..t 11 com.mi ttee o.rrangc to meet him. Dr. Goldman added that it 
mi;;ht be o.dvisnble to c'..rro.nge c. luncheon for him . The meeting dolego.tcd. 
Dr.iHse to cornrounicD.t.: with M:r.Duff Cooper e.nd. to _".1Ta11ge for ::mch ~ recep­
tion. 

Mr. Lipsky reported th:,.t Kurt Blumenfeld, onu of the ma.nc..ging 
directors of th.s KGrcn I-byesod, had ~rrivod in the United StatL'S by 
direction of the K•;ren Hnyesod in London. 

MIZRACHI PJ~OUP.ST: Th,:' secretary report2d tl::.-1t the UP:, had received tb8 
following cable from th,.: chief rnbbinnt c') in P,:,lestine: 

UNIT :D Pl.L':STINE -~PPEAL 
Nl£\r" YORK 

"October 21,1939 

EX!~CUTI'i'? n;·~FUSED t:N'I FINiJ1JCii1L ,,ID Y SSIIIVOTH TI'.Ll\lfUD TOR!JI 
WIUL:~ SUPPORTING OTiff:fl ORGJ,NISATIONS &TOP PRI,Y INDUi.;E 
EXECUTIVE; CH111mB !,TTITUDB OR FORW:illD AID DIR~'.CT 

H~~RZOG UZP!il, CHIGF' FU\.i3BIS 11 

In this connection the sccretc.ry r"Jportod that D:r·.Silvcr h&d 
recoivod r. CQble on October 10 from R£bbi Moyer Berlin ns follows: 

"rfil1.JORITY RESOLUTION EX8CUTIV.8 CONCLP.NING OUR REQUEST lffJJlfS 
N.SC,ATIVE ATTITUDE Dl<'.STRUCTION Ffr:LIGIOUG PLRTY YISHTJV 
DISAPPOINT~mNT i'ilIZRACHI PART ZIONIE3l:I STOP ,'IPP 1:'.1\LING YOU 
0TH _:r._ RESPONSIBLE L1::L.D1~RS AGAIN SAV~; SITU ·.TION :1.::::LP 
IMM.SDI ATE n 



. _,, 

Dr. SUve!·, 1.w:s Yisited iD GJ.cv:::1-~ncl by :·.Ir.CrclLnc.n end :"~,•)bi r:-0·1.d ·ho 
&sk:ed for .:::n immcd.ie.tu nddition·.l r.lloc-1.tion of ~;,00,000 from the UP/. IIe 
mnde it clear to them thn.t th·3 UPA v:[W i.n no position to :.l1locatc: any 
add.itiom1..l funds witl10ut the consent of the KH o.nd tho KK nnd suggested to 
the !Jiizr£1.chi th::1 ,::iossibili ty of their m1.kinF-; rt l.on.n for thtt ~:unount to be 
n::::.id out of the 19LLQ :.lloce. tion. 

Rabbi Gold ,md tfr.Bublick :12;r-:.in urged th:_-,t finnnci.:.1 h,olp be giv,.m 
for the relief of th0 Yi.c;huv Hny::.shan, .:',cl.ding thc.t lf this vare 1'efu::;ed, e. 
delegntion ~~•oult! com;:, from P.'.::.lestinc, hoadeC:. by the.: Chief •.ebb inn ta, to 
c.olloct indcl)endcnt funds fo:.r this pm·po:3e. T~1ey felt tb.t.t s1.lch ~ visl t 
would cause ,~ g~~e,~t d,Jal of confusion h0re and re€:cct to t}w detriment of the 
UP t. and th J ~~ionist movement gc:merally. 

Aftur some di.scurJt,lon the meeting decid,:;d to send o.noth0r cable to 
the Executi·ve urging most strongly, despite its previous doci3ion, thf'st it 
;:,_p:propriate money for the needs of indlvidunls cmd institutions of the Yishuv 
Hayushan. 

,"Xtl:F.ICJ:..N EXPOTIT LIHES: The se·:.:retnry rend the follo,dng coble received 
by the Zioni8t Organisation on October 20th: 

1t1'JW:'.,F.ICJJJ f<~IPOHT LINr::s ONLY COMPANY '.JI11INT.HNDm DIRECT 
COMMUNFti.TIONS PLLESTIND USA HS::Uc:IB R1i'.CFIVE LOC1',L INDUS­
T?.H.1 PRODUC'n3 FOR USJ'... GIVING P.ff:,:Fun,~NC:~ l!;GYPTH.N COTTON 
PLBJ1.Sr CONSULT Pi.OBERT 87.0LD AND 1trQULST A'..,J·U,f\JGE H.SADQU[JL 
T.:'.RS }~XPORT 1nrns INSTRUCTIO.NS B:S ISSU'i.i_;D LOC-~L AC-r:NTS ~~.GC1 ~PT 
P tV~STINE CARGO USA STOP C,IBLE 

THISCHBY J , ... ISH !'.Gl],JCY 11 

Mr. Szold U]On being consulted, dri:'.ft3d the :ollo·-r:Lns ce .. ble in Teply: 

110ctober 25jl939 

THibCHBY 
,J i:FIUH l1.G '.trJGY -J 1~r...us:,1,1::;J)j 

}LJ,.DQUI:.RT:~RB s:-,POR.T LIN? H!SISTS NO flISC1JII'.i.IN1~TION J\.GLINST 
Pl,LESTINE STOP POLICY PROP/LSSTINi.~ /,.LSO TO LS~·HST .'JrU:..LL'::.:R 
.sXPORTfR.S THIS I:.3 Pl..:J.J{ S'.~ASON D=:1'1\NDb srw:,: BXCEr~D surPLY 

SZOLD ZIOiHST ORGJ:J:HZLTION 11 

Mr. Szold felt that th0 Committee ,,!,.S hnndico.pped in itr:: operations 
for lnck of -2sscmtic_l fncts lend he proposed the ndvisnbility of the 
Committee estcblishing direct representQtives in Polestine ~nd in London. 

STLTE:IVi.CNT BY co:JIL1ITTE.C: It was suggested th-?.t instead of t'.1e Cmmnittee 
issuing n statement announcing its formation, th.':'..t th9 r'.lc .. tter be left to 
Dr.Weizmann who upon his nrrivD.l in the U.S. should be requested to mcke 
c.. formr:.l nnnouncement with rega1:--d to the Emergency Committee. 

Respectfully submittGd, 

Sl,Jv!UEL Ci,PLAN 
SecretD.ry 
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MEMORANDUM 

(STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL) 

Dr. Solomon Goldman accompanied by Henry Montor, reached 
Washington early Thursday morning, October 12th, 1939. 

He conferred with Mr. Justice Felix Frankfurter, Mr. 
Justice Brandeis, Lord Lothian, Brig. Gen 1 1 Reid of the British 
Embassy, Mr. Robert Pell of the State Department, and Mr. Ben Cohen. 
There was also a late appointment with ~r. A.A.Berle, Jr. which 
had to be cancelled due to tha fact that Dr. Goldman had to leave 
for Chicago on a late afternoon plane. 

The conversation of Dr. Goldman with Professor Frankfurter 
lasted more than an hour and covered the following items: 

1- He was glad to hear that an effort was made to arrange 
a meeting between Ch~tham and the Skipper in connection with the 
forthcoming Intergovernmental Committee Conference. He indicated 
that he would most lik0ly have the President's ear on the srune 
question sometime before next Tuesday. 

2- He was ready to meet with either Earl Winterton or Sir 
Herbert Emerson, ~lthough he suggested that Chatham 1s passionate 
concentration on Palestine as the only solution, should strike 
more fire than he might from either Winterton or Emerson, or both. 

3- Although he again expressed a willingness to see Sir 
Herbert whom he had oocasion to meet in 1933, he was happy to learn 
that we were presenting a memorandum on Palestine to the Inter­
governr.1ental Comni ttee. He assur.icd that the mer:10randum would be 
brief and factual, neither argur.1entative nor ideological. 

4- He saw no need for Zionists to □ake a public stater.ient 
either on Alaska or any other territorial scherJ e. We might have a 
for□ letter to send in case inquiries are made. That letter should 
indicate quite definitely that as a Zionist Organization our main 
interest is the upbuilding of Palestine in bringing refugees there. 
This was our prit1ary task as Jews, as Ar.1ericans and as hw:ian beings. 
We are not only not unfavorably disposed toward any colonization 
scher:ie but r:iost anxious to find a place of rest and eecuri ty where­
ever root1 could be found for the refugees. 

5- He was opposed to any conversations with the u.s.s.R. or 
with any of its representatives on evacuation of stranded Palestin­
ians, Zionist leaders and refugees generally from Russian occupied 
Poland~ Moreover the difficulty of approaching n.nyone in the □at­
ter is too great. Thus for cxru:1ple, the Russian A1.1bassador to the 
United States has not been heard of for r.10nths. His wife is here 
but no one knows where her husband is. Maisky in London is approach­
able but uninforr.ied. 

6- He was of the opinion, if we could send an intelligent, 
cautious, 11 speechless" Ar.1erican Zionist to Poland, it r.1ight be 
helpful. 
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7- He viewed with special favor our interest in South 
Aoerica. He told ce that the President was particularly interested; 
Archibald Macleish is particularly interested in the field of cul­
tural relations, He suggested· that our approach should be our 
interest in the cultural life of Jews in South A□erica, as well as 
the cultural level of the South A□ erican countries as a whole. 

I rer.1ained with FF longer than I bad expected which r.1ada the 
weeting with LDB very brief. LDB appeared in good health and as 
usual rrlert and generally in fine form. He informed us that he had 
indicated to BVC that he would be glad to meet with the Skipper at 
his convenience in regnrd to the Intergovernmental Conference. He 
expressed readiness to meet either Sir Herbert fil'Jerson or Earl 
Winterton or both if arrangements could be made. 

Mr. Montor outlined the memorandum that we are to present to 
the Intergovernmental Committee and LDB seemed impressed with it. 
He suggested th~t there was no need to specify the number of refu­
gees whom Palestine might absorb annually. Nor did he believe that 
this was the time to suggest government financial support. ln this 
connection, he conveyed to us the information that the British had 
cancelled the loan which they had voluntarily offered last August 
for the development of the Huleh basin. He too was of the opinion 
that conversation with Russia wns inadvisable at this time. He 
dwelt at length on the colonization projects now being considered. 
He felt that there was no need to be concerned overmuch for "they 
cancelled themselves out. 11 He referred thus to British Guiana. 
He bad received private reports on Santo Domingo which had been 
referred to as the last place to go, Alaska and Cuba. He showed 
me a copy of the Cuba memorandum, which was from the highest author­
ities. It stated that they were considering a total of about 1500 
refugees. Considering the pace with which visas are being issued, 
it does not seem unlikely that even the great grandsons of the 
refugees will be settlers in Cuba. With regard to Alaska, LDB 
deplored the raising of the issue and said that it might prove as 
much of a boomerang as the discussion on the Children's Bill. It 
will be understood that admitting refugees to Alaska means admit­
ting them to the United States. We hurried our engagement and post­
poned further conversation to next Tuesday because of our appoint­
ment with Lord Lothian. 

Lord Lothian we found as congenial as on our last meeting 
with him. We did not raise the question of Russia with him after 
we had had the opinion of LDB and FF. His first inquiry was about 
Dr. Weizmann's coming. He told us that be had had the information 
from London that he was due in the United States. I indicated that 
he was expected in late October or early November. We asked him 
whether he could help arrange a □eeting between LDB and FF with 
Earl Winterton and Sir Herbert Emerson. He stated that he was to 
dine in the evening with FF and would take the ~atter up with him. 
He expressed his readiness to be helpful but he could not accept 
invitations on behalf of either Sir Herbert or Lord Winterton who 
were □aking their own plans. The conference,, he stated, would last 
only two days, starting with luncheon Tuesday and Wednesday. He 
personally has nothing to do with it excapt that the British repre­
sentatives will be the guests of the ]rabassy. 

I asked whether he had any more information about the 11 oath 
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of allegiance 11 and at the close of the interview he introduced us: 
to Brig. Gen 11 Reid with whom we spent some 15 minutes. Gen 11 Reid, 
the E:nbassy Military attache, informed. us that the British were 
rich in man-power and thlt for the present they were relying on 
England. They areeven discouraging British citizens. in neutral 
countries from returning to England for the purpose of enlisting. 
It was evident that the problem of equipping the army is just now 
the major problem. This was a mechanized war and the preparations 
take considerable time, he said. It would not be wise, he felt, 
to encourage, even if it were permissable, non-British citizens 
to go to Canada for the purpose of enlisting. There were far. more 
volunteers in Canada than they could possibly take care of for a 
long time to come. He was of the opinion that those who would go 
to Canada to enlist now might possibly never get into the war a~on 
if it were a long war and that they might spend years merely in 
training. They were extending aviation training in Canada and later 
on there might be an opportunity for the training of aviators and 
mechanics. But even th~t could not be considered at the present. 
His unofficial advice was to 11 hold off for the time beinga 11 He 
was evidently very much touche.d by the readiness of Jews to help 
the British and was deeply appreciative. He reminded us that he 
was under Col. Patterson witb the 11 Mule Corps1! in Palestine and saw 
the Jewish boys in actlono 

Mr. Mentor and I then saw Mr. Robert Pell who, we understand 
is t-he ~erson in charge of the Intergovernmental Committee confer­
ence. We found Mr. Pell most sympathetic. He djid not wait for 
questions from us but was ready with his own ~ost helpful sugges­
tions. He welcomed the news that we had a memorandum, and sug­
gested that we send 10 copies for the use of the conference, adding 
that it might be wise and courteous to send a special copy to Earl 
Winterton, c/o British IDnbassy. He said the conference would last 
two days; that it would be informal and private; that a wide range 
of speeches might be considered and that a communique would be 
issued to the preas at the conclusion of the conference. 

He regarded it as Q service to the conference to have Earl 
Winterton or Sir Herbert or both meet with LDB or FF or with both. 
He was aware of the fact that Palestine had no ch~nce at the pre­
vious meetings rut that need not be considered a precedent for the 
present meeting. He would be happy ~o have the services of Mr. 
Montor in Washington during the two days of the conference and.ex­
pressed the opinion that his presence and the material that he has 
available might constitute an excellent supplement to the memoran­
dum and a genuine sarvice to the conference. Mr. Pell wa s of course 
cautious enough to imply th~t he will not be master of the agenda 
and that the conference might not be in a position to exwnine all 
or any of the material that Mr. Monter would be prepared to present 
in our behalf. But it would be reassuring, he said, to know that 
Mr. Montor would be available if required. Mr. Pell assented moat 
heartily to the assertion that Palestine was the only country to 
which the refugees could be directed on a large scale. When I 
reported that I was recently in Palestine, he responded enthusias-..~ ­
tically. I said that from what I had seen in the country, I thought 
it would be much better for the refugees to be placed, if necessary, 
in concentration camps in Palestine than to have them in conce~tra­
tion camps in Nazi Germany or under the present conditions in Poland. 
Mr. Pell added, 11 or than in any other land of refuge. 11 



MEMORANDUM 

October 17th, 1939 

TO Mr. Samuel Caplan 

FROM Rabbi Isadore Breslau 

1 - Mr. Montor ~as in Washington and at once established contact 
with Mr. Pell of the State Department and submitted memorandum on the re:t'u­
gee:.problem in behalf of the American Emergency Committee for Palestine 
A;tfa1rs, to the Intergovernmental Conmittee for Re:t'ugeea. 

2 - FF's secretary reports that he has taken the question of 
Emerson, Winterton appointments up with Lothian, but have not yet discovered 
when or under what circumstances meeting uill take place. 

3 - Mrs. De Sola Pool is in Washington, and on behalf of Hadassah, 
submitted to Myron C. Taylor a separate memorandum outlining Ha.dassah 1s pro­
gram of Youth Aliyah, offering the committee its help, etc. At Mr. Taylor 1s 
suggestion, Mrs. Pool sent copies of the same mel!lorandum to Winterton and 
Emerson. Mrs. Pool further asked Monter and myself to keep her advised of 
all negotiations, conversations, appointments, etc. She is also anxious to 
arrange personal intervio~ :Emerson, etc. I diswesed with her at great 
length the overlapping of our respective efforts. Mrs. Pool is here of course, 
not in an independent capacity, but as representative of the Hadassah board. 

_j 



MEMORANDUM 

October 18th, 1939 

TO Mr. Samu.el Caplan 

FROM Rabbi Isadore Ereslau 

l - Visit with LDB evening of October 17th. He feels confident 
that meeting with the Skipper will take place as soon as time can be found. 
The Skipper as may be expected is quite busy now, but LDE feels sure that 
Miss Le Hand his secretary, can be relied upon to arrange the meeting at 
the first available opportunity. 

LDB had not heard from FF with regard to a meeting with Sir 
Herbert F.tnerson and urged mo not to press tho matter further until I had 
heard exactly what FF had done in the matter. 

2 - Petitions arrived from Jewish Morning Journal. There wore 
238,199 names attached to the potitions. Mr. Lipsky who arrived from Balti­
more, prepared a special statement with which we went to the Department at 
1:00 P.M. (Mr. Lipsky, Ur. Mentor, Mr. Morris Simon of Washington and I. 
Ereelau). Mr. Pell had advised me in the morning that we were to present 
the petitions to Myron C. Taylor as the President's Representative. When we 
arrived at the State Department, the Intergovernmental Conference was just 
breaking up and Mr. Taylor left. Mr. Pell thon asked Lord Winterton to re­
ceive us. Lord Winterton derm.irred and said that he could not act for the 
PresidGnt, and so Mr. James G. McDonald acted in Mr. Taylorls place and re­
ceived us. After __ some informal conversation and after we presented the for­
mal statement of ''ilr. Lipsky for reference to the Committee and to the Presi­
dent, we left all petitions and documents in the office of Mr. Robert Pell. 

3 - Mrs. Pool had received from Mr. McDonald the assurance that 
the British members of the Committee would see that Hadassah1 s request for 
certificates would be met, Mr. McDonald later in tho day, f!J1Ve us the same 
information. 

4 - Mr. McDonald told Mr. Lipsky and the rest of us, that at 
tomorroyls luncheon in Neu York, an · opportunity TIOUld be found for personal 
and intimate conversations betTieen our people and members of the Committee. 
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111 FIFTH AVE. CABLE ADD~PALFUND 

October 25, 1939 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Attached herewith are copies of : 

NEW YORK CITY 

a) A communication from Eliezer Kaplan, dated 
Jerusalem, September 28, 1939, outlining the extra­
ordinary emergency requirements of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine and the Jewish National Fund within 
the next few months. These budgetary items are sup­
plementary to the budget adopted at the Geneva 
Congress. 

b) A letter from Mr. Kaplan to me dated 
October l, 1939, summarizing the details presented in 
the letter of September 28th. 

I am rushing this material to you so that you 
may have adequate opportunity to study it before our 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the UPA next 
Monda,_v. It is obvious that the material is highly 
confidential in certain respects. 

There are other tables, charts, and supplementary 
data brought by Kurt Blumenfeld from Messrs. Kaplan and 
Shertok. This material I am now working on to prepare 
a comprehensive memorandum that can be submitted to the 
Allocations Committee . I am hoping to have the memo­
randum completed in time for the meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the UPA on Monday for its consideration. 

HM:J3G 
Enclosures 

r n~u.,.,r..n--~ 

Henry Mentor 
Executive Director 
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y Jerusalem, 2b.9.39 

Dear Leo Herrmann, 

I am sending you hereby the material which Mr. Montor asked for 
in your telegram of the 21st September. Only yesterday afternoon, 
I received from the K.K.L., the K.H. and our treasury the tables 
enclosed herewith and I had no time to work them out properly. 
I therefore let you have this letter as a first draft. I avail myself 
of the opportunity of Shertok's departure and hurry to write you. I 
shall go over the ma~erial and let you have my explanation as soon as 
possible. 

Enclosed herewith: l) report of the Keren Hayesod and 
Executive of the Jewish Agency - on the revenue and expenditure for the 
period of the 1st October 1938 to 31st August 1939, i.e. for 11 months. 
I snall try to send you as soon as possible also the report for 
September 1939. The report for this month I consider as important as 
it contains various expenses resulting from the state of war. Thus, for 
instance, we have spent more than LP lo.ooo for 11Mishan11 , LP 5.ooo for 
the initial settling of the 11Maapilim 11 and several thousands of pounds 
in connection with securing supplies and the necessary material for the 
industry and for secnring agricultural produce. In this letter I can 
only deal with the report regarding the previous 11 months. 

From this report you may see that we .ba.ve combined the revenue 
of the Keren Hayesod with those of the Jewish gency and the German 
Department. We have accordingly assorted the various sources of revenue. 

e also enclose several tables showing the items of expenditure. I in­
tended to add to the items of expenditure certain explanations showing 
that the amounts we invested in some item very often serve as an impetus 
to much larger sums derived from other sources. This applies not only 
to expenditure of the Labour Department and the Department for Commerce 
and Industry but often also to riculture. 

2) Mr. Shertok has also taken with him the report of the K.K.L. 
a.rafted in a general form. The K.K.L. has incluo.ed in this report as 
well as in the budget proposal large sums for debt repayment. The total 
amount of its turnover a.mounts to LP l.loo.ooo. As to the past year, 
I think, that the item "Debt repayment" includes mainly not actual 
payment of debts but conversion of debts. Also in this year's budget 
the K.K.L. included the a.mount of LP 520.ooo for debt repayment exclusive 
of its obligations accruing from the acquired land. Accordingly its 
total budget, exclusive of the amounts earmarked for the acquisition of 
new land, will amount to more than LP 900.000. ccording to the opinion 
of the K.t..L. people the conversion of debts tnis yeaI will be much more 
dirficult and they feel great concern as to how to increase this year 
funds for the decrease of the general debt. 



The table of the Jewish ~rational Fund of the coming year's budget 
consists of a few items and there is no need, it seems to me, to add 
further explanations. 

3) Attached herewith the budget proposal of the Jewish Agency 
which was adopted in Geneva. 

Mr. Montor asks for detailed explanations regarding this budget. 
I think that the explanations are implied in the report of the Jewish 
Agency. However I shall add a few words for further allucidation of the 
budget. The item of revenue of the amount of LP 720.000 was based on the 
assumption that LP 460.000, we shall receive from the U.S.A., LP 24o.ooo 
from other countries, and a sum of LP 20.000 from immigration and from 
collection of debts. 

The items of revenue of LP 460.000 from the U.S.A. we have based 
on two assumptions: First, that also this year the distribution of revenue 
as between K.H. and J.F.F. will be maintained as in the past year, namely 
that all funds will be divided in three parts between the J.N.F., K.ll. and 
the Keren Habitzaron, that half of the Keren Habitzaron funds will be trans­
ferred through the J.N.F. and the second half through the Keren llayesod, 
that 40% of the hs.lf of the J.N.F. will be allocated for special expenditure 
approved by the Jewish Agency; in other words that all the revenue from 
the U.S.A., will be divided per 42:58. However I must observe that we have 
not as yet come to an agreement with the J.N.F. regarding the distribution 
of the funds with regard to the next year. Tnis question is still under 
consideration. I have explained this matter at lengtn at the session of 
the Financial Committee in Geneva. The second assumption was that besides 
our share in the revenue of the K •• and the J •• F. we shall also receive 
from the llocation Committee the amount of LP 100000 for the settlement 
of refugees. 

Of the amount of LP 240.000 which we expected to receive from other 
countries, we have to deduct the amount of LP loo.ooo which were to be 
collected in those countries where all work has ceased in consequence of 
the war. By this is meaht funds coming from Poland, Germany, Czechoslovakia 
and practically the entire European Continent. Also in Palestine a decrease 
in the revenue will take place resulting on the general situation. We 
have also taken into the account that tnis year we shall not receive funds 
from ~ustralia. It is not yet clear what the position would be in 
England. 

Also the third item of revenue II Collecting of debts and revenue from 
immigrants" is uncertain. As to immigration, not only no revenue canoe 
expected but, on the contrary, we are expected to cover the expenditure of 
immigrants of all categories. 

s to the e'~~p et n di tu re of the first item, namely the 
administrative expenditures of the K.H., we included in this item LP 30.000; 
KH asked for LP 40.000. 

For agricultural settlement we earmarked the amount of LP loo.ooo. 
This amount includes LP 25.ooo for administrative expenditure, instruction, 
investigations and various experiments; a sum of LP 15.ooo - loans for 
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settlements obligations which we undertook in the past year-. Thus it follows 
t hat for distribution for settlement requirements there will be at our disposal 
only 60.000 inclusive of workmen set tlement as well as mi ddle clas s 
settlement. I should like to add that the Department for agricultural settle­
ment has submitted budget proposals for the amount of more than half a million 
Pounds. In order to consolidate the settlements which we bave already 
initiated, to complete the settlement of 2.300 families and to consolidate the 
neu settlements wb.ich we set up during the riots we need, according to the 
calculations of Dr. Ruppin, the amount of LP 1.100.000 1 and according to my 
own ca lculations - the amount of LP l.800.000 - l.800.000. e have, however, 
earmarked only the amount of LP loo.ooo not on the basis of the actual 
requirements, but because w~ l!la.~e1no alternative, as within the limits of a 
budget of LP 720 .000 we could not allocate a larger sum for t his item. 

In this connection Is e myself obliged to point out to you and to 
our friends i n the u.s. ~. tha t, gene rally speaking , the Financial Commi ttee 
did not know how to arrange a budget of an amount of LP 700. 000 and that 
the Committee passed two resolutions: a) to endeavour to increase t he revenue 
of the K. H. to the amount of at le st one ~ill ion Pounds, b) to carry out in 
addition, the resolution regarding the loan of a i!illion Pounds, As a matter 
of fact, already during the session of t he Committee in Geneva, prior to 
the outbreak of war, a programm of activities was outlined involving the 
amount of 2 illion Pounds. This progr am did not of cours e take into account 
the special requirements resulting from the war. 

For t he item of citrus industry the amount of LP loooo was 
fixed . ThisJtem gave rise to discussions in the sessions of t he Committee 
a s well as in the sessions of the plenium of the Congress and also caused 
the intenverention of Dr. eizmann. The condition of the citrus industry 
was difficult already before t he outbreak of war. After t he out break of t he 
war t he position became even worse. Just these days a new Commi ttee bas been 
appointed dealing with questions connec t ed with d trus i ndustry, in view of 
the gen eral conditions of t ha t industry as well in connection arising from 
the war. The day before yesterday I had a talk with ~r. Vi teles. He is 
confiden t of t he fu ture of the citrus industry (and I share his confidence.) 

owever he sees but one way for i mprovement , namely, t he consolida tion of 
short-ter m debts w ich weigh heavily on the citrus industry. These debts 
amom1t to a very large sum. In the opinion of Mr. Viteles i mportant work 
might be done i n t his direction i f we could allocate for such work the 
amount of LP 400.000 - 500.000 be used for long-term loans at low interest. 

Meanwhile even t he ordinary credit facilities have decreased . Last 
month owner s of orange groves have abandoned to a considerable extent the 
working of t heir groves, thus enhancing the threat of unemployment. The 
position of the groveowners themselves is very grave . any of them are 
actually starving. The amount of LP lo.ooo earmarked for t he requirements 
of t h e citrus indus try is to be cons idered rather as a symbolical act, as a 
gesture showing tbat we are beginning to deal witn the matter. Indeed, we 
have already entered certa in obli ga tions in conne ction with this matter. 
Immediately after my return £he grove owners received loans enabli ng t hem 
at least to irrigate the groves. 

The item II experimental station" needs no explanations. 
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For the item 11 i mmi gration and traini ng 1 we have earmar ked the amount of 
LP 50. 000. Thi s item included certa in amounts provided for assi s t ance of 
11 Ma.apilim11 • This question is well-known t o you and t here is no need to dwell 
f urther on i t . The expenditure f or •a.apilim bas i ncreased enormously . s 
t o t hos e s till abroad I could no t fix the required amount. At any ra te 
eland has created very grave pboblems. I shall r e turn to t his question. 

o r k , housin g and ma riti m e activities. The use 
made of this budget can be seen from last year's report. It was clear that 
t he amount of LP 60.000 would not be suf fici ent to cover t hese requirments 
and we appropriated large sums f r om the big budget and f r om the loan. the 
condition of t he work in the last few months has become very bad. e 
est i mate t he number of unemploy ed in the country a t 18.ooo to 20.000. To 
t his shoul d be added many thousands who are depr i ved of a livelihood belonging 
to ot he r classes of t he popula tion . The rural committees have submitted to us 
a l i s t showing that i n their localitie s a loan t here are 12. ooo - 13.ooo 
propl e , excludi ng workmen, needy of assistance. 

For p o litic a 1 activ i ties, 
of fice we have earIT.arked the a.mount of LP 95.ooo. 
were asked the amount of LP 170. 000 a t least. 

securit y , London 
For security alone we 

Ed uc a ti o n. In addition to the amount of LP 30.000 we were 
compelled t o pledge ourselves to the Governmen t for a n additional sum of 
LP lo.coo; other wi se i t was i mpos si ble to balance the budget of th e Waa.d 
Leumi for t he requirements of education, and Government refuses its aid~ 
i n - grant unless budget is balanced. f t er out break of t he war the 
positi on became much worse. 

Co mm erce and industry, small industry and handicraft. 
Also this item gave rise to much discussion in the Committee and Congress. 
Deta ils as to the use of thi s budget are co nt a i ned i n t h e report. The 
indus try i s now on t he i ncrea se. However even under such circumstance it 
s til l r equi r es our as sistance . I shall come back to speak on t h is questi on. 

I n additi on to. these explanation I should like to add a few words 
r egar di ng t he f irs t part of expendi t ure: re paym ent of debts. 

e have earmar ked in this budget the amount of LP 57. ooo on account of the 
l oan of LP 175 . ooo. This would enable us to propose to Lloyds Bank at t he 
end of t he bud.get year, i. e . a t t he begi nni ng of Octo ber 1940, t he amount of 
LP 75. ooo on account of the amount of LP 175. 000 due to the bank in that 
month. I do no t know what Lloyds' attitude t o t his proposa l would be. But 
I woul d still cons i der t his a s a 11goo d bas>~ain 11 f or the bank. La.rg0 r sums 
f or debt rep~ent I could not i nclude i n the budget proposal of the 
Congr es s. 

One more observation regardi ng t he def icit in t he budget. During t he 
congres s we estimated this item at t he a.mount of LP 46.ooo. As a matter of 
f act, by t his is meant the overdraft of expendi t ure over revenue, in other 
words 11 def i ci t 11 , although i n the book..l{eepi t hese amounts do not appear as 
a deficit. I could not say to-day how t i s i tern will undergo a change 
owing t o our exp endi t ure during Sep tember. 
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Meanwhile we mu st, in view of thew a r, examine our ordinary budget from 
t he point of view of revenue as well as expenditure. Our budget at present is 
dependent on the U. S.A. more than ever. As has already been pointed out we are 
faced with the danger t hat a number of countries will not be ab le to send us any 
amounts. This alone will cause us a deficit of LP loo.ooo. True, the valuta 
rate of the dollar will in resp ect easen t h e position . However, for covering 
t he ordinary budget it is necessary that the U.S.A. should cover in addition 
t o our estimates i n Geneva amounting to LP 460.000, also the deficit arising 
from the lack of some countries. Obviousl y, we are also dealing with the 
examination of expenditure. Unfortunately , however, that in t he minimwn budget 
we have curtailed various items to such an extent that there is no further 
possibility for additional curtailments without cancelling the items altogether. 
On the con r a ry , as result of t lle new condition additional requirements have 
arisen. These additional requirements we try to explain in the material we 
sent you on the 18th of Sep tember. On that occasion we pointed out that it is 
very dif f icult to fix at presen t a budget for the whole year, since we are 
unable to anticipate events. Thus, for instance, we thought at the beginning 
of t his month that i mmi gration would cease altogetner. Now, however, we are 
witnes~ing the cont inuation of immigration. We are in a position to sum up 
t ne immi ....- a tion during 56;;,9 . In that year 35.00035 . ooo i mmi gr ants came to 
t he country, major i t y of them were II iaapilim11 , '...'' e num er o 11 t,,Iaapilim11 

during the last month was very l ar ge. In a conversation -r. BenGurion and 
ir . Snertok bad r ecently with t he Hi gh Commi ssioner, t he hi gh Commissioner 

pointed out that the Government would take all measures i n order to stop 
illegal i mmi gration. ]ut he hi mself a dded that so far the Government has not 
succeeded in the purpose of these measures and that the pressure fro m other 
countries seems to be terrific. In addition to the problems of German Jews 
millions of Polish J ews whose existence has been nestroyed are faced with the 
same problem. A par t of t hem, about 2 million, came und er the sway of Russia. 

t er deliberation and talks with Dr. Magnus he applied to the Joint in the 
U.S.A. with the proposa l that 1r. Rosen should visit Russia and investigate 
the possibilities of the refugees leaving Russia. Tens and perhaps hundreds 
of t housands of refugees were at present in Roumania and Hungary. Their 
co ndi tion i n these countries is terrible and they have no alternative but to 
try to leave these countries. i e mus t t herefore take i nto account the po ssi­
uility of increased wave of immigr a tion to Palestine. All come, women and 
children , young and old, varigated human material, good and bad. But our 
as s istance we must extend to all of them. Government is of same opinion. It 
keep s t h e i mmi grants for a few days interned, for medi cal examina tion and 
perhaps also for t he purpose of examining their fitness for war times. After 
t his e:xami na t ion t hey are set free and handed 01rer to us. Huge sums are re­
quired f or t hei r absorption. Previously we contributed t he amount of LP 1,250 
for each immigrant to provide himself with a bed , mattress, working clothes, 
etc. and LP o, 65o for his health insurance. This swn we spent in addition to 
the expenses f or the maintenan ce of t he i mmi grants in the i mmi grants house for 
a few days. On t he average, we use to spend on each i mmi grant f rom t he day 
of his landi ng till hi s leaving t he i mmi grants house the amount of LP 3. - to 
LP 4.-approximately. These expenses have now increased mani f old and for various 
r ea sons: l) Owing to ra ise in prices the provisions for immigrants which we 
used t o acquire f or LP 1 , 250 cost at present a double price; 2) Our agricultural 
s e ttlements are crowded to its ut mo st capacity and they demand that we should 
share in the expendi ture of the maintenance of the i mmi g rants. We have tried to 
set up camp s. The setting up of tents alone, the maintenance of every i mmi g rant 
would amount to LP f3½ approximatel y . As result of the grave condition the 
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settlements demand t hat we should ensure the maintenance of these people 
for at least one or two months. That means tha t t he initial settlement of 
these people would require a sum of LP lo-15 approri.Iil8.tely per capita. On 
the other hand it is obviously impossible to bring into the country innumerable 
people without providing somehow for their initial absorption. We are now 
dealing with the q_uestion of setting up working camps. The workmen will 
receive food and minimwn sums for other expenses. 1le a re also investigating 
the possibilities of public works in various :rerts of t he countries, such 
as road building, irrigation, afforestation, etc., that should oe carried 
out by these camps. But the setting up of working camp s a nd the executiion 
of the work will require huge sums. And if in my telegram I asked for the 
amount of LP 3 00.000 for the absorption of lo.ooo i mmi grants at present 
their nwnber has increased to 12. ooo, r esulting fro m 3 months immig ration, 
which renders the amount a sked f or. i nadequate. 

In addition to t he a -bOve men tioned amount much bigger sums are 
requ i red in connection vtlth t he Jews in Poland. News have reached us, and 
certainl y also you, on the disaster that overwhelmed the Jews in Poland 
and their t erri ble plight. Indeed, there is hardl y any hope to affo rd co n­
structive assistance fot ~he millions of Polish Jews who have been placed 
und er Russian or German sway. The sheer sustenance of hundreds and thousands 
of orphans, widows and refugees, t he mere salva tion from starvation would 
require huge funds, ,which we cannot raise. Constructive assistance to 
thousands and t housa nds of p eople only Pa~estine has been the country which 
absorbed the greatest number of immi grants. The thousands of 11!1Iaapilim 11 

weight heavily on the economi c position arising from the war. On the whole 
I am confident and believe, that in another few months the economic structure 
of t hi s country will adapt itself to t he war conditions, and if certain re­
sources of livelihood will disappear, new sources will certainly be opened 
up. eanwhile, however, t he economic structure of the country has been 
terribly shaken. I have already touched on t he question of t he citrus 
i ndus try. The cur tailment of credit, on the one band, a.ndethe~ugbertainly 
as to the export possibilities on the other hand, have brought about an 
almost complete interruption of all work in the gr oves, and within a few 
days thousands of people remained without work. Similarly, buildi ng ~ror~ 
has stopped; either owing to curtailment of credit or to i nsecurity; lack: 
of building im.terial has aggravated t he position. The Govermment has placed 
an attachment on all iron and wood material which are required for •ilitary 
purposes. e are now deliber a ti ng as to how we could aa.rry on building 
without i mport of building materials from abroad. Ieanwhile thousands of 
workmen have been thrown out of their jobs. As stated before, I estimated 
the nwnber of unemployed at 18.ooo approximately. To t hese should be 
added an equal number of people deprived of their livelihood. The funds 
of t he workmen's organiza tions are exhausted. Already during the first 
weeks of the war our contributions to the requirements of 11 Mish 1an 11 through 
the workmen's organizat ion, craftsmen's organization , shopkeepers, as well 
as through local councils a.mounted to LP lo.coo. But t hi s amount is only a 
small emergency taxation on the Jishuw. It is difficult to foresee what 
thi s ta:iation will yield. Local councils and municipalities have applied to 
t he Governmen t and have r eceived small amounts whicn will enable some 
assista nce. But, we ourselves carry a great responsibility . I think that 
we shall have to contribute on our par t to the relief wo rk, either i n the 
fo rm of as si s tance , or by way of loans, the amount of LP 15 .ooo per month 
at leas t. I have, therefore earmark ed f or t his item for the next five, six 
months an amount of LP loo.coo. I say 5 - 6 months as I hope that t he 
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position will improve afterwards, although nobody could be certain as to the 
fu ture. I can only point out that the department for social work of the 
aad Leumi has worked out a budget fixing the required sums, excluding 
el-Aviv, at LP 18.ooo per mon th. 

Item 3. For t he organi sat ion of suppl y of foo d stuffs and raw mater ials -
LP loo.coo . As a matter of f a ce there is as y et no shortage of food stuff s 
i n the country, excep t, perhaps, for one or two kinds such as: sugar and 
potatoes. But owing to the panic prices swelled up . The Government has taken 
measures in order to exercise strict control and to i mpose res t rictions. But 
beyond t his nothing has been done. In this country, largo dependent on 
i mpor t, ore cont rol is of no avail. 11 our efforts in urgi ng the Govern­
~ent to engage i n more adequate activities in this d irections, failed. ' his 
caused an enormous rise i n the prices of food stuffs and of other requis i t es . 
Certain products went up as much as l oo - 150%. This , of course, wei ghs 
heavi ly on the economic position of t he country , especially i t affects sections 
of the population of no means or very restric ted ones. The task with which we 
are faced, under the circumstances, is to enab l e t he increa se of i mport and 
t o pl ace it under public con~rol, such as councils, municipalities and coopera­
tive so cieties . 

e a re also endeavouring to ob tain fo r t his purp ose credits f rom banks. 
liowever, under pre sent condiditions, banks ask for special guarantees f or 
the credits to be granted. For i ns tance, in order t o facilitate the 
condit ions of 6. ooo supernumary police, who are working at low wages, we ba ve 
decided to ask 11 Mashbir 11 to arrange for them cooperative shops; we have also 
asked t o supply the unemployed with foo d stuffs i ns tead of the 11 · ish1 an 11 due 
to them. The Mashbi r a greed , but informed us that they were unable to re­
ceive t he products from abroad without further credit from the bank. 
Similarly, we asked of II Iashbir 11 to supply seeds, manure and other materials 
f or our settlements. Thi s order amounted to LP 25.ooo. We came to an 
agreement with t he . B. to give 11 Mashbir 11 an additional credit for the 
amount of LP 50.000. 

But the bank would have consented to gr ant t his credit only after our 
havi ng furnished it with the guarantee to the amount of LP 37,000, and we 
would have had to place with the bank a considerable amount of tha t sum. We 
have set up various sub-committees to deal with the economic p roblems, such 
a s a co mmi ttee f or apply, increase of production a nd for t raff ic r e~ui r eme nts. 
Similarly we have set up a central economic council comprising , inter alea, 
essrs .. Rut enberg , Hofien, . Smilansey, Simon, Shenkar, Shkolnik, etc. 

The se commi tt ee s are dealing ~nth t he problems, about w ich I am writing to 
you. According to figures handed to me only yesterday it would be necessary 
to i nvest a sum of over L 600, 000 in order to i ncrease suppl y of food stuffs 
required in the country for t he next th ree months, and the amoun.t of about 

400,000 for the acquisi t ion of essential mater i als f or industrial require­
ents for the next half year. I n my proposals r egarding this i tem I earmarked 

the amount of 100 , 000 which would enable us to set at work a fair number of 
thes e un ertakings. 

In t he economic council we are dealing at pre sent with the question 
of setting u9 an office for centralized purchasing , which would as si s t i n­
dustrial undertakings, smaller and larger ones, in acquiri ng raw materials 
and which would as s ist us also in organizing the i mport of good stuffs. This 
p l an i s the more of vital i mportance i n consequence of the gr eat restrictions 
i mposed by government on i mport in g eneral and on valuta in particular. e 
have co ndu cted negotiations with the government to grant recognition to our 
institution as a public i nst itution, upon the recommendation of which the 
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government mi ght i ssue the n ecessary valuta for orders abr oad. 

4 ) ' e have a llocated t he surn of LP 150 , 000 as a grant in aid for the 
citrus i ndu s try , i n connection with the position arising fro m the war . In 
addition to previ ous t roubles t n is branch of industry is experiencing new 
difficul ties arising fro m the war . I n a special committee and in the 
central economic council, t he probl ems connected with t he citrus industr y 
have been mooted a t l ength. Besides, the que s tion of short-term and long­
term credits, the ques tion of mar keting has been dealt wi t h . ccor ding to 
i nfo rmation that reac ed u s from abroad i t would appear , t hat despite 
everything it mi ght be possible, however, that we sell 50% of t he fruit in 

ngl and and at fairly good prices, provided however, tha t we are able to 
so lve the shipping question. 1'ia are also looki ng for mark ting possi biltties 
in other countries. But, f irst of all, we have t o s olve t he shi :ping 
problem. ~e dealt with this que s tion together with the grove owners. Un­
doubtedly this p roblem i s being dealt with also i n London . However, it is 
clea r, that millions of boxes wil l remain i n the country a nd the question 
arise s as to how this million of boxes could be u tilized . There is hope , 
tha t a large propor tion of the ora;nges could be utilized for good stuff 
and as fodder for ca ttle and for t he development of by-pro ducts. The Zieff 
Institute and the xperimen t a l St a ti on are working a t present f everi shly in 
t he direction of solving thi s p roblem, The gover nment has set its experts 
at t his work and evinces great i nterest i n t h is ques t ion. But t he adaption 
of t he citrus i ndus try to the war requirements and t he organiza tion of by­
produ cts require large sums of money. I n normal time s this mo ney could be 
ob t a i ned fro m orange grove owners t hemselves , as well as from people not 
c9nnected with ciprus i ndustry. But under present circumstances i n t he 
country t his is i mposs ible. ,e app lied to the go vernment. But the Govern­
men t gave us t he usual reply : 11 means are consecrea ted first and abo ve all 
to the requirements of security and f or war requir ements, the y ishuv has t o 
f i nd it s own way with the me·ans at its disposal, and if we wish to avoid 
being plunged in grave crisis it i s i ncumbent upon us to mobilize large sums 
for economic urposes . The sums requi red f or t his item as wel l as for t he 
item of suppl y and other i tems , ·11 be gr an ted as lon - t er m loans a nd at a 
low rate of i nterest; there is also hope tha t a majority of t hese l oans will 
be returned to us, so t hat it may be con sidered not as an expenditure without 
r eturn , but as a single i nvestment. It is, therefore, c lear t ha t we mus t 
obt a i n this money and from whatever source . he amount of L 150, 000 will 
be partially assigned to the ass i s t ance of the citrus industry by way of loans, 
t hrough the setting of a guaran tee funds, a nd par t ially for invest nent s 
mentioned above . 

5 ) f t er having dealt with the ques tio n of citrus i ndustr y , I should now 
like to dwel l on the q_uest ion of mixed farming i n gener a l. he state of war 
opens many possibilities for t he mi xed farming . The i mport t o t he country is 
on the ecrea se and t h i s decrea se wi ll continue owi ng t o t he grea t re s trictions 
on t he valuta an as a result of transport di ff iculties. Thi s , on t he other 
hand , will i ncrease t he internal market f or t he existing agri cultural products. 
It is , therefore, i mportant i n the interest of agriculture itself, as well as 
i n t he i n t erest of the popul a tion, to enlarge t he f i eld of pro duction . But 
during t he transition period t he condition of mixed farming is not favo urable . 
Fi rs t of all , a part of t he settlements is at t he beginning of their develop~ 
ment . This is t he case with the 50 new settlement s we have se t up during t he 
riots . · e have no t as yet given t hem t he budget , nor the loan s required fo r 
their maintenance , and i t is certainly pr emat ure t o speak of thei r con solida­
tion . But even the more consolidated settlements are not placed i n a favourable 
condition o ing t o the cur t a ilment of credi t . gr ants. True , all over the world 
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we have seen an incr ease of credi t granted by the governments to agri culture 
in order to enable its e xistence and expansion. Here we are witnessing the 
opposite. 'le have overcome the rush on the banks. I say "overcome", as 
also i n this direction the government confined itself to measures of 
restr icti ons , without giving any actual assistance. 1/ e were helped by the 
A. P .B. lthough this fact deserves t o be dealt with in detail, I shall 
confine myself to a few words . ' e were successful in t hi s daring attempt, 
namely that the A • . B. has taken upon i tself without any as sistance on the 
part of the government or Barclays Bank to g ive to all Jewish banks , with 
the exc ep tion of two banks and two small cooperatives, t he required sums for 
mee ting the demands of depositors. This experiment succeeded . n the very 
first day , when the banks were re-opened the depositors took out about 

180, 000 and on t he follo wing day LP 60,000 and on the t hird and fourth 
days t he withdrawal of money ceased and a reversed movement started. 
vidently, our pres tige has gai ned very much , we saved the Jewish banks, 

a fact of i mmense value for the economic structure of the count r y . But it 
cannot be denied that the banks were very much weakened. According to my 
estimates, about 4 million LP were withdrawn during those three or four weeks . 
A por ti on of t his money will return to the banks , bu t onl y a portion, as t here 
are in the count r y misgi vings as t o t he currency and people ~i sh to invest 
t he money in i mmovable property and, therefore, the cap ita l of banks at t he 
disposa l of t heir activities has been decreased. The influx of capital from 
abroad has also ceased and, as a necessary result of this, t hebanks wi ll not 
be able, not only to expand thei r credit activities, but on t he contrary, 
they will have t o curtail them. Thus, instead of enlarging cr edit facilities, 
a s has been done in other countries we are faced with a curtailment of credit. 
'l'his fa c t is a danger to our economic structure. We agai n appl y to the govern­
ment f or help , but we know it r epl y beforehand. fe must, therefore , mobili ze 
large public sums, in order to a void the curtailemtn of credit a nd enable 
its expansion . According to our o\-m plans , and according to t he condi tions 
provided by t he government , we shall be able to conduct planned activities 
in this field. 

I am now coming back to the question of the expansion of a gricultural 
products, both i n the intere s ts of agriculture and in the interests of the 
country as a whole. e have worked out a detailed program of 1.1.ti lizing the 
money provided for in t hi s it em . This p rogram I attach separately. It shows 
how i mpor tant it is also f rom t he po i nt of vi ew offacilitating supplies and 
affording work to a large number of workmen. 

6) LP 20,000 for Industry . Also for industria l activities large new 
po ssibi liti es cou~d be opened up, owing to the diminishing compe tition from 
abroad and owing to the great opportunities offered by the mil itary i n 
t he country and in the neighbouring count ries. A series of demands ba. ve 
reached us from the neighbouring countries to supply them with various 
materials , such as medicaments. At present severa l factories are working 
in two and three shifts. It will be poss ible to enlarge t he existing in­
dus try. There are prospects for setting up a series of new industries. In 
most cas es it is not a question of new experiments; we have already reached a 
stage where previous experiments have br ought the possibi lities of production 
under profitabl e conditions. From t his point of view we have to consider t hree 
questions: l)supply of r aw materials; 2) machinery; 3) frequently, the ques tion 
of f inancing . Also in t his respect we are pl a ced i n more favorable conditions 
than t he neighoouring count ries; as also in these countries valuta restrictions 
have been introduced, and while we are in a position to overcome these restric­
tions , to a certain extent, by utilizing for our r equirements the valuta of our 
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funds, our friends in .America, for i nstance·, have suggested to us to acquire 
wheat in America. I thanked our friends for their readines s to assist us, 
but calculation bas shown that these suggestions are not worthwhile. Even 
a t present wheat in America would co st us 1 pound of a pound and a half per 
t on more, than we pay i n thi s country or in the neighbouring countries. But 
i t is qui te possible tha t we shall need t o i mport f rom America all kinds of 
r aw materials and machinery. 

For t he regula tion of these purchases we intend to set up a company for 
centralized purchasing . According to calculations we have received from our 
people, ther e are great possibilities fo r the e xtension of the textile, 
clothing, lea ther, shoes , metals, wood, glass, foo ds tuff supplie s and 
chemical i ndustries. Severa l have been wo rked out for t he e xtension of ex­
i sting undertakings and f or setting up new ones tha t require an investment 
of over p one mi l lion . For several of the se undertakings t here are i n t his 
count ry funds, of t hes e , perhap s a large pro por tion of t he money which was 
wi t hdrawn from t he banks. But frequently, our as s i s tance will be requir ed, 
t he a ss i st ance of public funds , which will have to take upon themselves the 
i nitia tive i n ordering raw ma t eria ls, encouragi ng new indu stries and f a ci ­
l itating credits . Had we availed ourselves of all thes e opportunities, we 
mi ght have been abl e t o absorb t housands of people. s an i mpetus to t hese 
activi ti es, based on vari ous calculations, we have i ncluded in t hi s item the 
amount of LP 200,000 . 

7 . ) The amount of LP 200, 000 f or Public ·orks. The task of public worlm 
i s t wof old : On t he one hand to combat unemployment and on the other hand to 
enhance our posi t ion in various undertakings. Accordi ng t o one plan of 
public works , i nvolving a sum of LP 600 ,000 appr oximat el y , which would pr ovide 
work f or abou t 8, 000 workmen almos t for a whole year. Thi s p l a n comprises a 
compl ete road system in the neu s ettlements and i n t he orange gr ove distr i c t s, 
buildings i n t he settlements, a gr i cultural training , rural and urban housing, 
extension of Te1- viv har bour , public works and bui l ding in Tel-Aviv, Hai f a 
and in J erusalem. Part of t hes e wor ks shoul d be carri ed out by worlanen•s 
camp s. According to e stimates we would have t o i nvest t~o0-250 mils per day 
for the empl oyment of e very workman; this expenditure comprises both, the 
mai nt enance of the workmen and expenditure on materials. The workmen camps 
we shoul d like t o se t up for t he buildi ng of roads in the new settlements, 
fo r drainage works in the settlements of t he Keren Hayeso d and i n t he Emek 
and i n the Bei san district, and for agricultural tra ini ng on Kere Kayemet 
lands. All t hes e work s should be carried out by t he National Funds. A part 
of these works we should like to be executed by municipalities and by muni-
cipal bodi es. But here, a gain, we are fac ed with a difficult question of means. 
I have fi xed the sum of LP200, 000 i n order to enable t hese works to be initiated. 

8 .) LP one million for the acquisition of land and f or settlement. In th e 
ma terial of the K.K. L. you will find a long list regar di ng lands, for which 
o ol i gat i on have already been undertaken, or f or which n egotiations are pos sible. 
I shal l not repeat t his list. I should only like to point out, tha t at this 
moment, possibilities of acquisition of land are in view; on the other hand, 
however, we are stil l f a ced with a certa i n dangerin t his respect, and every day 
t ha t pa sses by is of importance. I r efer to the a cquisition of new lands and 
not to t he ordi nar y budget of t he K. K. L. Nowa days no a cquisition of l a nd is 
possible without settliri..g on it. In t he tabl es t he K. K. L. has listed a number 
of falllilies t hat can be settled on t he land. It is very di ff icult to discuss 
these fi gures a t t hi s moment as in many cases only experience could prove what 
woul d be t he best form of se ttlement i n t hat area. But it is clear that i n 
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order to settle people on the l and large sums are requir ed . The list of the 
K.K. L. contains an area of 100,000 dunums, approxima t el y on which , it is stated 
2 , 700 people could be settled. For t he settlement of these people an amount 
of LP 2½ million is required , besides the amount of LP 800,000 - 900 ,000 re­
quired f or the acquisiti on of the land itself. I do not refer to intensive 
settlement at this moment butt~ the establishing of a nucleus which may culti­
vate t he land extensively only t hat they should settle on the land and the 
ownership of that land should rema.i in our hands. Indeed, the K.K.L. i nf orms 
us tha. t \•;i tho' t s curing t he settlemen t on the land it is difficult to acquire 
land at resen t . ~ven the amount of LP one million does not cover all the 
expenses involved; it only secures us certain initial steps without fixing 
t he time when we shall be able to acquire t he land or settle on it the people 
f or intensive cultivation. 

9 .) Finally, two more items connected with the political activities. 
First, the question of mob£lization: In the material which has already been 
sent to you we mentioned LP 100 ,000 volunteers. As a matter of fact the re­
sults surpassed our hopes and 135 ,000 people registered, so% men and 20% women. 
r. Shertok will give you details on our plans in connection with this matter. 

But we have the possibility and are faced with the necessity of preparing 
military units, 11 units of the people's army. 11 This plan requires huge sums. 
At pres ent we will confine ourselves to preparatory work . These preparations 
require the setting u p of cadre s for a number of units, from 20-40. The prepa­
ration of these cadres require the engagement of a number of people, arrange­
ments for instruction, the establishing of technical training camps, engineers, 
organization and training of t he volunteers one or twice a week. This plan 
requires an expenditure of 20 , 000 per month . For the training of the 
volunteers we intend to utilize the above mentioned work camp s. The other 
activities require special camps. For the time being, we have fixed a period 
of four moniths, as we do no t know what turns mat ters may take a f t er this time. 
It is impossiole to anticipate the developments. But we have to be prepared 
for every contingency t hat mey arise in the country. You cer tai nly know the 
negotiations conducted with the government i n t his resp ect . Eut't,B have to be 
ready irrespective of t he results of t hese nego tiations . 

10 .) The strengthening of activities of security and a ctivities among 
rabs . or these activities we have ea rmarked certain amounts also in the 

ordinary budget. I have pointed out tha t the entire ordi nary budge t for 
political activities in the country amounts to LP 80,000 as aga inst t he amount 
of~ 170 , 000 demanded of us for security purposes alone. As to security 
matters have somewhat questioned down. But it is i mpossible to know how· 
thi ngs may deve lop and we mus t utilize t he quiet period for organization pur­
poses, etc . lso i n respect of r ab a ct ivi t i e s new i mportant possibi lities 
are opened up . e have earmarked for these activities the amount of LP 10 ,000 
for a period of several months. 

Thus we arrived i n all items of special requirements at the amount of 
2,340,000. A portion of the se sums cons titutes a single investment, which 

will yiel d r esul ts and t he grea ter part of t he money will re t urn to us. Part 
of the money i s assigned for activities which can be carried out during a 
period of a few months and we do not knmr what turn things mi ght take. 



e have not taken into a ccount ordinary matters which may sometimes 
require greater attention than previously. Thus, for instance, we have not 
touched on the question of education and. as s istance to institutions, our 
co ncern about the extension of systematic settlemen t, et~. etc. 

The Yishuv too, makes supreme efforts for mobilizin means in order 
to easen the condition of the needy ones, f or consolidation of our economic 
positions and for se curity services. But the Yishuv itself cannot carry 
t he brunt of all this, especially when our task is not merely the main­
tainin of what already exists but to extend positions, absorb new immi­
grants and to prepare ourselves for events t hat may occur. Palestine is 
the centre of our nati onal activities. This is perhaps the only spot 
where independent national a ctivities are possible and here we can and 
should be active as t he nucleus of t he entire Jewish natio n . This enjoins 
on the Yishuv but also makes it i ncumbent on those parts of the na tion t hat 
are still in a position to come to the rescue of t he entire nation both to 
ligh ten the burden of today and t o secure the triumph in its struggle for 
its fu ture. 

Sincerely yours , 

(sgd) Eliezer Kaplan 
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PERSOi.fAL 

r. H. ontor 

l'AL ESTH J!i 

BY 

1st October, 1939 

United alestine ppeal 
111 Fifth venue 

ew York City 

Dear v on tor: 

Although I r e turned to Palestine about a month ago, it 
was difficult for me to find a free minute to sit dovm and write to 
you. 

Thro -h Leo Herrmann I received your cabl es and wonder 
whether my answers reached you. 

The situation here is more than difficult, but I believe 
that the difficulties are of a transitory nature and that in a few months 
we may adapt ourselves to the new conditions. The interim period, however, 
wi 11 be very hard. 

I prepared the first draft of the memorandum to the 
llocation Commi ttee and sent it to Leo Herrmann. In the memorandum I 

tri ed to give a detailed explanation of our needs and e.xpectations. I had 
the document translated into Eng lish. s the translation was onl y delivered 
to me last night, t here wa s no "; time to have it corrected and I am sendi ng 
i t to you as it stands. I want to emphasize t hat it is only a first draft 
and i s to serve as mater i al for you and Herrmann. You may, however, use it 
as you think best. I am also sendi ng you copy of my letter to .r. Istorik , 
which will gi ve yo, more information on t he situation here. 

I am summarising again our immediate extraordi nary re­
quirements f or the next few mo nths, expl anation of which you will find in 
t he enclosed memorandum. 

l. 34,000 i mmi grants entered Palestine till t he end of 
the Jewish year. 10,000 of whom came during t he la.st 
quarter. egotiations are proceeding regarding the 
admission of further refugees from Germany and Poland 
if Italy maintains her neutrality several thousand 
more refugees are certain to arrive within the next 
quarter. The absorp tion of 10 , 000 plus the newcomers 
will require an immediate initial expenditure of 

.300,000 . 
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brought forward .• - LP300,000 

2. Owing to the genera l economic dislocation, 
due in the first instance to the impact of 
the war on Palestine, tens of thousands of 
persons are now in need of temporary relief 
estimated minimum expenditure until February 

3 . he organisation and provi sion of supplies, 
f oo dstuffs and raw materials 

4 . Loans to pardessanim 

5. The extension of existing farms for i ncreased 
food production 

6. The extension of industry and handicrafts which 
would enabl e the absorption of ronsiderab~e numbers 
of worker s 

7. Public works necessary in themselves but which 
would also provi de urgent relief for the 
unemployed 

Item 3-7 consi s t of credits and guarantee 
funds. 

8 . Land acquisition and occupation 

9 . 130, 000 persons, om third of whom are women, 
r egi stered for national service, compri si ng t he 
defence of the Yishuv and the formation of Jewish 
units to be incorporated into the British Army . 
In order to be pr epared for emergency purposes it 
is proposed t o form i mmediately 20- 40 battalions 
whose tra ining , partial maintenance and equ ipment 
woul d cost L 20,000 monthl y, or a to tal for four 
months 

10. For the maintenance of existing defence, for 
foster ing rab relations and other special poli­
tical requirement s LP .10,000 monthly, for the 
next six months. 

Total 

100,000 

100, 000 

150 , 000 

150,000 

200,000 

200 ,000 

1, 000,000 

80,000 

60,000 

~.2,340,000 
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I generally doubt whe ther i t i s possi ble i n writing to give a 
vi vi d pictur e of t be happeni ngs her e . I have t her efore p roposed to 
the Exe cut ive t hat we shoul d send a representa tive t o the Uni t ed 
States . he Execu t ive was cons i dering sendi ng a delegation , out i n 
the meant i me I ob t a i ned t he consent of Geor g Landau er to go to t he 
States, and I am pi nni ng grea t hopes on his goi ng . I canno t t ell you 
t he exact da t e of his departure. I hope, however, t hat it wi ll be ver y 
soon . 

rom London I r e cei ved t he i nformatio n that Dr . \' eizmann i ntends 
t o go to America, but I am not sure whet her h~ will be abl e to do so . 
In any case , Sher tok who l ef t yest erday will gi ve Dr . le i zmann all t he 
ma t er ial a nd detailed expl ana tions . 

At fi r s t , I i n t ended t o go to e r ica mysel f , but gave up the 
i dea because i t i s i mpossible f or me to l eave the country now, not be­
cause I can be of great help , but I fel t t hat I who have been dealing 
wi th t hese problems all along ought t o be on t he spot. 

In order to gi ve you an i dea of our fi nancial expectat ions , I 
may tell you t hat a mee ting of our Fi nance Commit t e e took pl ace on 
Friday , where we eJrullined the pr ospect s of i ncome fro m a ll countries 
and our various obl igations . 1' e came to the conclusion that i n t he 
next t hr ee months we sha l l get f rom all over t he wor l d, apart from 
t he Uni ted State s, and a f t er deduc t i ng the expenses of t he Keren 
Hayesod and fulfill ing our obligat i on t o Ll oyd 's Bank a nd other 
creditors , a sum of LP3000 a mon th . How, how can I get along with 
LP . 3000 a mon th? The demand for reli ef i s g r owi ng daily - it r e4ui r es 
t ens of t hou sands of pounds . It is not merely a phr a se when I say t hat 
t he only hope is t he United tat es . 'lha.t can you do ? and what shall 
we do in t h i s directi on? At the same t i me I am r eceiving cabl es f r om 
var i ous countri es , a sk i ng f or hel p f r om us : f r om London f or political 
work ; fro m Geneva f or help t o prospective i mmi gr ant s to Pa l es t i ne ; 
from Bucarest a nd Kauna s f or Pol i sh refuge es . Thousands of old 
ionists , who have been left penn±less a nd starving , are beggi ng us to 

save t hei r lives and t hat of t heir f amilies . 

I hope to write to ;',O U agai n soon. 

Wi t h kindest regards t o your self and a l l our f riends , 

Si ncerely yours, 

sgd. liezer Kaplan 
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From: Dr. Arthur Hantke, Keren Hayesod J erusalem to 

eo errmann , Esq ., 
eren lieyesod Committee, 

75 , Great ussell Street 
London, i • C. 1. 

Dear r. Herrmann : 

r. Kaplan dictated t he enclosed copy of a letter 
to r . -ontor on October 1st, but the letter was not mailed to him 
because we were i nformed tha t the "Atlantic Clipper" airmail servi re 
to erica , as well as that of the II orth t lantic 11 , which took off 
from Lydia every Sunday , was di scontinued that ver y day until furt her 
noti re. evertheless , I think it advisable to l e t you have a copy for 
your own inf ormation. 

You will see f rom the contents of Ir . Kapl an ' s 
letter that our extraordinary requirements for the next few months 
call f or a sum of not less than LP2, 340 , 000 , in addition to our 
regular budget . 

r. her tok has reached London i n t he mean time a nd 
has no doubt given you all the details of Mr. Kaplan's memo randum 
with regard to our pr esent f i nancial requirements , and we hope that 
you have already managed to fo r ward them to Mr. ion tor in -ew York . 

Yours f aithfully, 

Enc . ( sgd . ) ARTHUR HA T"il . 
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To 

From 

Subject 

MEMORANDUM 
\.', /. 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 

,tr . Henry Mon tor 

DaJe October 26, 1939 

At tached herewith is a draft of t he agenda f or the meet i ng of the 
Execut ive Commit t ee of the United Pale stine Appea l to be held on Monday , 
October 30th . 

Although the agenda may seem long , i t r epresent s an accumul a t i on of pr ob­
lems wi th which we have not dealt ·within the United Palestine Appeal . 

Do you not thi nk it would be wise , in view of the pressi ng issues t hat 
are constant l y arising , to arr ange for regul a r meetings of t he Execu tive 
Commit t ee of t he United Pale stine Appeal , especially in view of t he 
fact that the Emergency Committ ee, which origi nal ly was t o have had 
some power s , has none? 

HM. S:B 
tfrrv 

1=-----
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

-DR. CHAIM WEIZMANN 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
For the Settlement In Palestine of Jews of Germany, Poland, Rumania and Other Lands 

111 FIFTH A VE. CABLE ADDRESS-PAI.FUND NEW YORK CITY 

October 26, 1939 

On Wednesday afternoon, October 25th, at 3 P.M. there was 
a meeting at the Federation Building in New York convened by officers 
of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds in order to 
explore the question of a unified overseas fund-raising effort for 
1940. 

Among those present were Ira M. Younker who presided; 
Sidney Hollander, President of the Council of Federations and Wel­
fare Funds; Harry L. Lurie, its Director; F,dward M. Warburg and 
Joseph C. Hymau, representing the Joint Distribution Committee; 
William Rosenwald, representing the National Refugee Service; John 
L. Bernstein and Isaac L. Asofsky, representing the Rias; Dr. David 
Lvovitch and Harold Altschul, its American Executive Director, 
representing the Ort; Kurt Peiser, Executive Director of the Phila­
delphia Allied Jewish Appeal, representing Welfare Fund cities; and 
Mr. Louis Lipslcy and myself, representing the United Palestine Appeal. 

A general statement on the purposes of the meeting was made 
by Mr. Youn.kBr who said that the Council, symbolizing the Welfare 
Funds of the country, was anxious that problems abroad and the respons­
ibilities of fund-raising should be met in a Jewish spirit that is 
concerned not so much with vested rights and interests but with what 
is best for the majority of the Jews in America and for the causes 
benefitting from the fund-raising efforts. 

At first there was a great deal of unwillingness on the 
part of any of the representatives to discuss the issues involved. 
It was made clear, however, by all who spoke subsequently that 
whatever was being said was expressed solely in an individual cap­
acity and not in a representative role, and that nothing that was 
said by any of those present was binding upon or reflected the 
sentiment of his organization. 

Mr. Hollander stated that the Welfare Funds were weary of 
competitiveness in overseas fund-raising, aud they were concerned 
with the problem not in terms of individual organizations but in 
terms of the problems that had to be solved. Thus they could not 
understand the overlapping and compeUtiou between the Joint 
Distribution Committee and other agencies operating in the European 
field, nor could they understand the duplication and competition 
between the United Palestine Appea~ and other agencies operating 
in that field. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

As a necessary guide to budge.t commi tteee of Welfare Funds and as 
an easement of the friction that is growing in many of the com.~unities 
because of competition and as an inducement for better fund-raising through 
unification, Mr. Hollander urged that especially those agencies which were 
represented at the meeting should somehow be able to arrive at an under­
standing to make possible their inclusion in a unified campaign in 1940. 

It seemed to Mr. Bernstein that the discussion was somewhat pre­
mature unless an understanding had already been arrived at between the 
Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal which were 
the bulwark of the United Jewish Appeal. If these two bodies had not yet 
come to an agreement it was obviously impossible for smaller organizations 
to become part of a United Jewish Appeal. 

I said that I did not think I was breaching any confidence in 
reporting that the Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine 
Appeal had not yet had negotiations with respect to the 1940 United Jewish 
Appeal. Mr. Younker greeted this statement with impatience, saying that 
that sort of comment had been heard from the UPA and JDC for many years 
in the past. 

Mr. Lipslcy presented the broad issue involved in unified fund­
raising. He paid tribute to the contribution which the Welfare Fund move­
ment had made to more orderly and responsible fund-raising, and agreed 
that commu;iities had the right to expect a unification of forces from the 
bodies engaged in dealing with the~e problems, in which all Jews - and 
not merely those connected with a particular organization - have an 
interest. It was his belief that with the needs mounting steadily and 
with .American Jewry willing to be generous in proportion to its conviction 
0£ the reality of the needs, it was imperative that there be established 
an organization which would concern itself with the d:htribution of funds 
on the basis of the needs of the Jewish people and not on the basis of the 
ability of specific organizations to present their claims. 

He pointed out that several years ago Mr. Felix Warburg had 
suggested the establishment of an Allocations Committee for the purpose of 
considering, with the cooperation of neutral parties, the distribution of 
funds raised for overseas purposes. At that time the suggestions was not 
acted upon, He felt, however, that conditions had so changed during the 
intervening years as to make possible the initiation of such a scheme. 
It would have the effect of bringing about the end that seemed to be de­
sired by the officers of the Co,mcil of Federations and Welfare Funds. 

Later on Mr. Lipslcy indicated his personal sympathy with the 
establishment of an Allocations Committee which would be composed not 
alone of individuals representating special interests but of such neutral 
persons who could add to the picture the weight of the public opinion 
that they represented rather than the inf'luence of a specific organization. 

A view along these lines was also expressed by Mr. Edward M. 
Warburg. He did not think that the allocations and budget committees of 
the average Welfare Funds were adequately equipped to deal with the prob­
lems of allocations and to determine for themselves what were the proper 
proportions in budget distribution. It was helpful, therefore, if not 
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essential that representatives of specific organizations, who were acting 
as trustees in fields of activity in which they had special experience, 
should have a channel in which they could press the claims of their organ­
izations. He could see the wisdom, however, of having a national body which 
would be dependent not only upon the evaluation of local Welfare Funds but 
of the national agencies which were particularly concerned with the problems 
and had special knowledge of them. 

Mr. Ryman felt that there were two aspects to ~he problems raised 
by the Council. One bad to do with competitiveness in fund-raising and with 
the friction arising therefrom with the consequent harm to the community; 
and the other had to do with the larger aspect of allocations and determina­
tion of the respective merits of causes and movements. Re could see the 
wisdoin of creating an organization similar in character to the personnel 
gathered around the meeting table which would concern itself with ironing 
out the irritations over competitiveness. There would be a forum for the 
weeding out, for example, of the claims as between the Joint Distribution 
Committee, the Hias and Ort as to the payment for transportation, the main­
tenance of manual training schools, etc. The forum would be a place in which 
confusing and conflicting claims could be ironed out so that exaggerated 
claims for merit or expenditure might be revealed in their true light by a 
combined judgment as to the facts. 

It was his feeling that one of the major defects of the Council 
of Federations and Welfare Funds was that it was not applying any gauge 
as between organizations. He had expressed himself &t frequent intervals 
in fear of the possibility of the creation of a super-body in the Council 
of Federations, and did not think that such a super-body would be helpful 
to Jewish life. But at the same time the Council, he believed, was not 
performing certain essential functions which were within its province. 

As a further illustration of the problems that such a forum 
might consider would be whether the Jewish National Fund was conducting 
a campaign when it said that it was merely asking ten thousand individuals 
to buy debentures. 

Mr. Hyman admitted that .it was the right and the obligation of 
individual Welfare Funds to concern themselves with the income and expendi­
tures of the various national agencies, but he believed that the obligation 
was a reciprocal one, and the agencies had ju.st as much right to share· in 
moulding the decisions of the Welfare Funds individually and through the 
Council. He felt, therefore, that the Council ought to invite into its 
leadership and into its counsels representatives of the various national 
agencies primarily concerned with the problems touched upon by the Council. 
Mr. Ryman believed that it was possible to take action with respect to the 
first mat ter even though ultimately action in the second might be possible 
and wise. For the .time being, however, he did not see that there was any 
agreement as to what constituted the most democratic method of governing 
organizations or of judging the respective merits, for example, . of assist­
ance to Jews in Europe and the constructive upbuilding of the Jewish 
National Home. Disposition of this question in the broad field did not seem 
to him, for the time being at least, suscepti-ve of quick action. 

After long and various discussion which lasted for more than two 
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hours I made the following proposal, not in a representative capacity for the 
United Palestine Appeal and not as binding upon any organization but solely 
as a suggestion which might be considered by the organizations represented 
at the meeting: (1) that the officers of the Council express to the JDC and 
to the UFA their }_lope that negotiations will be quickly launched for the 
purpose of considering the possibility of a United Jewish Appeal for 1940; 
(2) that the ~Con its part undertake to confer with representatives of organ­
!zations operating in the same field to determine whether there is not a poss­
ibility of unification with them; and that the United Palestine Appeal on its 
part undertake similar discussions with representatives of groups operating in 
the Palestine field; (3) that the representatives of the JDC and the UPA keep 
in mind the results and possibilities of the discussions with other organiza­
tions in their own negotiations with respect to a 1940 agreement; (4) that the 
hope be expressed -by the Council to the JDC and the UPA that they will be suf­
ficiently advanced in their discussions to be able to offer a report or at 
least the basis of a ·report in time for the meeting of the Board of Directors 
of, the Council of Federations to be held on November 11th. 

Mr. Younker asked Mr. Lips)cy- whether he approved of such a procedure, 
and Mr. Lipsey responded affirmatively. Mr. Younker than as~d Mr. Warburg 
whether for the JDC he would be interested. Mr. Warburg assented. 

I believe tba.t Mr. Lurie is planning either verbally or in writing 
to communicate these suggestions, which are purely exploratory in character, 
to the respective organizations involved. 

I assume that we shall be able to discuss this problem at the 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the United Palestine Appeal on Monfucy. 

Cordially yours, 

~ 

HM:FE 
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AGENDA FOR Mn'.cING OF ElCECUTIVE COUMITTEE 
UWITED PALESTINE APPEAL 

Aldine Club, Mondey, October 30 - 12:30 P.M. 

(1) EXCUSES FOR .Al3SEJ.iCE: 
From Rabbi James G. Heller, Rabbi Barnett Brickner 

(2) FI CIAL REPORT - United Palestine Appeal for 1939 
FI [CIAL RllPORT - United Jewish ppeal for 1939 

( 3) PLA....~S FOR 1940 CAMPAIGN 

(a) Arrangements for United Palestine Appeal for 1940; 
Terms of agreement between Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth; 
Allotment to Mizrachi Palestine Fund 

(b) Status of relations with Joint Distribution Committee 

(c) Report on meeting convened by Council of Federations and 
Welfare Funds. Suggest ions adopted. 

(d) Appoint repreventatives officially to attend Board of 
Directors of Council meeting November 11 

(e) Participation by .Aguda 

(f) Cable from Kaplan 

(4) SEPARATE FUND 'ID BE DISTRIBUTED U1IDER U.P.A. AUTHORITY 
Should UFA ask authority to retain certain funds for distribution 
under its own authority or that of the Emergency Committee without 
reference to London and Jerusalem? 

( 5) APPEAL BY CHIEF BABBIS HERZOG .AND UZIEL FOR YESHIVOTH IN P .ALESTINE 
(a) Cable from Herzog and Uziel 

( 6) APPEAL FR01 MEYER BERLIF FOR HIZRACHI 
(a) Cable from ?-!eyer Berlin 
(b) Cable from Kaplan in reply 

(7) FURTHER SUBSIDIES 'ID PRESIDEHT 1 S ADVISORY COMt.IITi1EE FOR REFUGEES 
(a) Report on preparation of Memorandum to Intergovernmental 

Committee 

( 8) APPLICATIO!t FBOM M. OSTROVSKY, FOR THE VA;JJ LEUMI, FOR GRANT FROM 
11 NIGHT OF STARS" RECEIPTS 

( 9) SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION TO ALLOCATIONS COl-ll.UTTEE OF UlUTED JEWISH APPEAL 
Memorandum of Keren Heyesod and Keren ~emeth Heeds 

(10) LETTER FROM LID ISTORIK OF AlTGLO-PALESTIHE BANK IN RmARD TO Ex:CHA.:HGE 
CLEARING OFFICE IlT LONDON 

(11) APPLICATION FOR FUNDS BY JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY 
Letter from Jacob Landau to Dr. Silver 

(12) SUGGESTION THAT HADASSA..'-I UlWERTA.XE SOCI.AL WELFARE PROJECT 

(13) ARRIVA'._ OF DR. GJroRG LA.l'ID.AIJER 
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It was finally agreed that no action be taken at this time with respect 
to the request from the Chief Rabr, is and that word be awaited from the 
Executive in response to the cable sent by the Emergency Committee urging 
favorable action on the Chief Rabbis• appeal. It was felt by some that 
the action with regard to the Mizrachi Palestine Fund did not represent 
a de~arture from the principle laid down by Mr. Lamport but was merely an 
advance by the United Palestine Appeal to a.n organization which would 
eventually participate in the 1940 United Palestine Appeal and which had 
the right to determine its budget. 

Dr. Goldstein also urged that no departures could be made from the 
agreement constituting the 1939 United Palestine Appeal, which provided 
that all sums be divided between the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth 
and that no disposition of funds could be made without the specific agreement 
of each of these bodies. To indicate the point of view of the Keren 
Kayemeth in Jerusalem toward the various requests that had been a~dressed 
to the United Palestine Appeal, Dr. Goldstein cited a cable reci~Ted from 
Mr. Ussishkin (Appendix G). 

ME.ErING OF ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE -

.Dr. Silver, who, with Dr. Goldman, wss to attend the first meeting 
of the Allocations Committee of the United Jewis .. Appeal in the afternoon, 
was inclined to think that there would be M effort to rush through a 
quick allocation to the National Refugee Service. He said that he and 
Dr. Gold.man would try to urge that no special allocations be made, as the 
emergency situation applies to all three organizations. He asked whether 
it should be agreed in principle that the Allocations Committee meet 
from ti~e to time to pass upon specific applications for funds that will 
come in from the United Palestine Appeal and the Joint Distribution Co~mittee 
as the need arises; or whether, especially in view of the fact that 
regardless of how much money is available, neither the needs of the Joint 
Distribution Committee nor the United Palestine Appeal can be met, it 
would be more advisable to suggest a certain key or ratio distribution 
of the remaining funds? Perhaps we should agree that whatever money will 
come in should be distributed X percentage for the Joint Distribution 
Committee, X for the United Palestine Appeal and X for the National Refugees 
Service. 

Dr. Goldmn.n felt that the latter proposition would be more advantageous 
to the United Palest.ine Appeal -- that is to have a key arrangement. Just 
now we are in a more favorable position to mak~ an agreement on a formula 
basis, and we should work for it. 

Mr. Lipsky did not believe that the door should be closed ag3inst 
a statement in ndvcnce of the facts with regard to Palestine, because 
the Joint Distribution Co:nmittee are at the present time in a very disadvantage~ 
position, and the United Palestine Ap~eal is in a very good one. If we 
concentrate on a key distribution they will immediately try to base it 
on wh~t has already taken place. 

Mr. Laillport advised that, due to its very urgent needs, he felt that 
the National Refugee Service would ask the Alloca.t ions Committee to dis­
regard the limitation of $500,000. If an arrangement could be mnde now 
on the basis of distribution of all the funds received for 1939, that would 
be the best arrangement, but he did not feel that that could be don6. If 
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an arrangement were made for meeting specific needs, he urged that a 
recommendation be made for a provision covering the specific needs for 
the next 25 units of money, ($95,000 per unit covering Joint Distribution 
Committee, United Palestine Appeal, National Refugee Service) which means 
$4,750,000, which covers the $500,000 for the National Refugee Service. 
Mr. Lamport said that there was no money in the treasur:v at the present 
t irne. 

Dr. Silver asked whether, if the National Refugee Service asked for 
more than $500,00C -- which in all likelihood they would-- and assuming 
that the Allocations Committee would assent, the United Palestine Appeal 
could persuade the Joint Distribution Committee to divide the balance of 
the money on a 40/60 basis. 

Mr. Lamport replied that the United Palestine Appeal could ask for 
such an arrangement, but he believed that it v;ould not be accepted. 

FURTHER SUBSIDIES TO PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMI'ITEE FOR REFUGEES 

Dr. Wise called attention to Dr. Silver• s letter suggesting thi::.t 
no further sums be allotted to the President• s Advisory Committee for 
Refugees. He advised that the United Palestine Appeal has paid out 
$4,500 to that committee during 1939. He felt that the statement on 
Palestine of Sir Herbert Emerson last week was alone worth $4,500. It 
would be of immense value from the viewpoint of the Allocations Co~ittee, 
the mc::ibers of which will now understand that we can do things for the 
refugdes, and at this moment no one else can. If he had not been a me~ber 
of the President's Com.uittee, Dr. Wise said, Dr. Goldman, Mr. Lipsky 
and he would not have had access to Emerson and the latter's statement 
would never have been made. 

MEETINGS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Monter declared that there are a great many matters that co~e up 
constantly which require the im.~cdiate attention of the Executive Committee, 
and therefore he suggested more frequent meetings. It was agreed that ~ore 
frequent meetings should be held at the discretion of Dr. Wise. 

$5,000,000 APPLIC~\TION 

Mr. Monter referred to the preparation of a Memorandu.~ for the ~ 
Allocations Committee on the basis of ~ateriDJ. prepared by Eliezer Kaplan 
and Dr. Abraham Granovsk:y. 

Motion was :nade and carried expressing approval of an 
application for $5,000,000 sub;i1itted to the Allocations 
Co~mittee of the United Jewish Appeal by the United 
Palestine Appeal. 

The meeting was adjourned o.t 3:20 :E'.M. 

Respectful submitted, 

FLORENCE EITELBERG 
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:lZ;ION'IST UREAU 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

Rabbi Isadore Breslau 

MEMORANDUM 

□ATE November lst, 1939 

OCTOBER 26th, 1939 

Visited LDB this afternoon. He was very nruch pleased with Sir 
Herbert's visit yesterday which lasted for 45 minutes. He found Sir Herbert 
willing to be helpful and understanding. Apparently, LDB gave him an intimate 
talk on Palestine and its accomplishments, and stressed particularly, its past 
and present absorptive capacity. Sir Herbert told him, that while they dis­
cussed Palestine at their meetings, their failure to mention it in the report 
was simply an oversight. It wasn't intentional. He said that this Friday 
afternoon, in a statement to the press, while speaking of other things, he 
would include favorable mention of Palestine. LDB was given to understand 
that Sir Herbert himself was arranging for this press conference and would 
prepare the statement himself. (This seems to be contrary to my advices 
from New York where it was believed that we should submit statement for 
Sir Herbert to release. I shall try to see Pell and get his advice, and 
possibly through him, arrange the kind of statement he would like to have 
issued). 

Sir Herbert spoke highly of Hadassah. He was pleased with the 
manner in which Hadassah presented its memorandum and request. 

OCTOBER 27th, 1➔39 

1- On press interview for Sir Herbert: Received from Caplan, memorandum 
on sugR:ested statement Sir Herbert was to give to the press. 

2- LDB 1s understanding was, after his conversation with Sir Herbert, that 
Sir Herbert would make specific mention of Palestine in a general statement 
he himself would issue to the press. 

3- Called on 1~. Robert Pell for clarification. He told me that in 
conversation last night, Sir Herbert informed him of the proposed press 
meeting and that he was waiting to receive some meribers of the press who 
were to interview him, in particular, on the position of Palestine in the 
present Intergovernmental Corrillrl.ttee discussion. 

Lr By 11:15, lT. Rromvrell of the Embassy, acting as liaison officer for 
the CorrJTiittee, was as yet unable to reach Sir Herbert. I proposed to him 
that someti1'1e this afternoon, meeting between Sir Herbert and members of the 
press could be arran~ed through the 0tate Department. He seemed to have no 
knowledge of the projected interview, but would try to reach Sir Herbert 
in time. 

5- Called ell v.r:Lt.h respect to the Caplan draft for Sir Herbert's release, 
and he advised strongly against presenting it to him. He thought it would 
be very impolitic. Sir Herbert would prefer to be GOVerned by his OTm thinking 
and mi~ht be offended if we asked him to accept our own draft of statement. 
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ElR1llCAN ZIONI§T URE.AU 

625 WOODWARD BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE November 1st, 1939 

T□ Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

FR □ M Rabbi Isadore Breslau 

6- At noon, I talked with Sir Herbert personally. He spoke of his con­
versation with Dr. Wise, and said that at Dr. :rise ' request, he was preparing 
a statement on immigration figures for Palestine, which statement he would 
distribute to press representatives this afternoon. He would also be glad to 
answer questions put to him by the press. We arrangedfor such a meeting 
at 4:30 this afternoon at the State Department, in Mr . Pell1 s office. He 
hoped that there would not be too many men present and he would give them 
about hall an hour. 

7- Completed arrangements vii.th Mr . McDemott of the press division 
for such an interview. 

8- At 4:30, Sir Herbert met the press and read his statement. He ex­
plained that he was doing it particularly at the request of Dr. Wise and of 
the Zionists. While he read the whole statement, he spent the greater portion 
of his time on Palestine, and asked the reporters to Bive special attention 
to that portion of it that referred to Palestine, 11please do it, it will help 
the Zionists. 11 On several points, he stressed the important role Palestine 
had played in absorbing at least one-third of all the refugees from greater 
Germany as well as many others from other countries. In response to a question, 
he said, that while lmerica since Hitler had received almost as large a 
number of immigrants from gTeater Germany, they were not all Jews, nor were 
they all refugees. A good number were simply imrnigrants, but the 70,000 
that came from greater Germany to Palestine during this period were all 
Jews and all refugees. He spoke with great earnestness and showed great 
sympathy for the aspirations of the Zionists and for Palestine as a refuge. 
He of course side-tracked all questions of a political character. He was 
speaking not as a representative of England, but as a representative of the 
Intergovernmental Cormn:ittee. (I only hope the 1goyishe 1 reporters understood 
him and give the story a good break. Certainly Sir Herbert did his best). 
There were others present during the interview, particularly Pell and 
McDonald to whom Sir Herbert often turned for confirmation of some statement. 
McDonald helped. 

There were not sufficient statements prepared for those present, so 
I am making copies and at the same time sending it to our whole press list 
(about 100). Copy enclosed. 
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~ ' PilSI EN!' S ADVI RY COMMITTEE 
0 POLITICAL REFUGEES 
122 East 22nd Stre t 

ew York, N. Y. 

ovember 6, 1959. 

TO THE DIBERS OF THE PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY: CO ITTEEa 

\I 

llr. McDonald and I attended the meeting or the offic r or the IntergoTernm.ental 
Committee recently in Washington, the essential news of which you have already­
had in the newspapers. This report delayed by the pressure at the office ince 
our return may be added to your file of the minute, of our meetings for the sake 
of completeness. 

The President entertained the officers of the Inter overnmental. Committee includ­
ing Mr. Myron C. Taylor as American Vice Chair an, S cret ry of State Rull, and 
Mr. J ea G. McDonald at luncheon at the White House on October 17th. Mr. Paul 
van Zeeland, Director of the Coordinating Foundation, was delayed in arrival and 
was not present. At the White House luncheon President Roosevelt presented his 
statement opening the Conference. 

In brief he suggested the division of the total problem of refugees into the sb::>rt­
range and the long-r e probl • The short-range problem was described as that of 
the German refugees to which the Intergovernmental CoJll!llittee has to date given its 
attention. The long-raJlge problem wa identified ~- .embrac1.ng the much larger 
gr up of refugees, even ten tot ty million whom the President envisaged as 
emerging from the war. The President noted with pleasure the progres of the 
Dominican Republic snd Philippine projects but as tot long-rang problem suggested 
that ore imaginative engineering tudiea be pre ed vigorously in larger areas. 

After the White House luncheon the first meeting of the officer of the Intergovern­
mental Comm.itte took place at the State Department at S,30 P.M. on October 17th. 
At this meeting Sir Herbert Emerson pre ented a verbal report to the effect that 

gra.tion from Germany wa still encouraged by Germsn authorities but might be 
limited by war conditions and that the ituation or r t'ugees in some of the trsnsit 
countries, Sweden, Bel1ium, Holland, and Switzerland, had become more acute. H 
urged renewed efforts to assist the re-emigration of refugees from these countries. 
He reported that ost of the refugees present in England would probabzy find pley-
ent under the war conditions prevailing snd that the situation of refugees in France 

would be approrlmatezy similar to those in Englsnd. 

Lord Winterton reported that because of the war the Bri tieh Government would not b 
able to make suggestions with respect to the financing of settlement by public funds 
as had been suggested at the July meeting in London snd further that private group 
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in London had reported that they were not in a po ition to proceed with settle ent 
pl s in British•Guiana. Lord interton also reported that the British Government 
]ould not be in a position to assist settlement in British Guiana financiall1, but 

/would be pleased to consider plans of any of the priTate groups in other countrie , 
' such as America, which might desire to initiate settlement in that country. 

At the second meeting at the State Department on October 18th the Swiss Ambassador 
presented a special plea that refugees in Switzerland be assisted to re-emigrate. 
Those present at the eet· g x-cmg■ tsm recognized that the situation de cribed by 
the Swiss Ambas ador applied equally to Sweden, Belgium, and Holland. 

At this meeting there was a general. discussion of the problem of finances. It as 
recognized that private groups in England and France are no longer able to do more 
than care for the refugees already in their countrie and that general. n relief re­
quirements haTe increased enormously and will have to be met by larger contributions 
from the neutral countrie. It was recognized further that the prospects ot securing 
public fund for settlement at this time are not favorable. r. McDonald in reporting 
on the present status of the Dominican Republic tind Philippine project suggested that 
private funds were available solely for the purpose of initial trial settlement and 
that thereafter cer in refugees might be settled whose relatives in neutral cotmtries 
were prepared to supply llXX capital for them but that a point would very soon be reached 
at which further progress of the settlement project would depend on the emergence of 
substantial public funds. 

The officers of the Intergovernmental Committee felt the neces itq of consulting their 
respective governments with reference to the President's proposal and therefore it was 
decided to adjourn the meeting until October 26th at 3 P.M. 

At this later meeting Sir Herbert Fmerson reported that he would continue as Director 
of the Intergovernmental Committee and a .fligh Commissioner for Refugee of th League 
of Nations, that sufficient funds were in hand to function during the coming year, and 
that it might prove desirable later tor the o~ficers of the Inter overnmental Co ttee 
to appoint a Vice Director from one or the transit countries to assist him. Mr. Stephen 
V. C. orris of the Department of State was elected s oecre r-y of the Intergovernmental 
Committee. 

r. Paul van Zeeland was in attendance and made a statement reviewing the recent history 
of the movement of refugees and offering the cooperation of the Coordinating Foundation 
to the Intergovernmental Committee. 

Sir Herbert Emerson reported that some 250,000 refugees had alr ady left Germany, that 
some 70,000 had been absorbed in Palestine and some 60,000 remained in e tern European 
transit coutitries awaiting re-emigration to overeeas countriea. The following coa­
munique was adopted as the final action of the meeting& 

Th officers of the Intergovernmental Committee at their 
Pourth eeting at Washington on October 26, 1939, recognized 
that there was an urgent need for further opening for th 
p rmanent settlement of refugees included w1 thin the presen 
mandate or the Committee, and further recognized that, a th 
President of the united States of America pointed out in hia 
inspiring statement of October 17, the problem of inToluntar,y 
migration might be greatly increased. 
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They considered it necessary that surveys should 
continue of aJ.l possible openings for the permanent settle­
ment of :mm: involuntary migrants in various parts of the 
world, special regard being paid to the scope for the 
development of natural resources by engineering, irrigation 
and similar schemea. 

While such surTeys would ha.Te reference to the existing 
mandate of the Intergovernmental CoDIDlittee, the meetinl ob­
served that the collection of material ot this character would 
be of general value in contributi.Da toward the solution of the 
refugee problem in its wider aspects and would be of particular 
value to the Colllllittee should it at any- time wish to increase 
the categories ot involuntary migrants within its mandate. 

The .meeting considered that the results of all survey• 
made either under the aegis of the Coordinating Foundatiai or 
by private 1Jrlsanizll tions should be communicated to the Director, 
and, at his discretion, to the participating goTernmenta. 

On Frid81", October 27th, President Roosevelt entertained the officers of the Inter­
governmental Committee and the adTisers at tea at the White House. 

Lord Wintertown and Sir Herbert Emerson returned to England on Saturday, October 
28th, but llr. Paul Van Zeeland will reaain in this comtey for the time being. 
It is expected that he mq establish an office ot the Uoordinating Foundation here 
in New York. 

GLlsJ 

Yours very- truly, 

GEORGE L. WAR.RD. 

V \ 

I. \ 
I 
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~1!1u·IE3 O:: i.,,.,,A. E:GCU'LVE MEETIN&, 'v'rFtJ!ESDAY, i'JOVEMJ3ER 8
1 

4 l- ~ .. , 
AT THE ASTOR HOTEL 1 :BROADWAY lu."'ID 44T5 STREET I NEW YORK CITY. 

Q I 

PRESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldrmn (in the Chair), Messrs. David :Serenstein, Robert • 
M. Bernstein, Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Charles A. Cowen, Judge Henry Ellen­
bogen, Dr, A. K. Epstein, Abraham Goldberg, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Murray I, 
Gurfein, Ba.bbi James G~ Heller, Hon. Mordecai Konowitz, Dr. Harris J. Levine, 
Rabbi Israel H. Levint:1al, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Morris Margu­
lies, Rabbi Irving Miller, Cl1arles Ress, Louis P. Rocker, William I. Siegel, 
Robert Szold, Morris Woinberg, Dr. Stephen S. Wise; by invitation: Dr. Joseph 
Cohen; Eleazer Lipsky (representing Masada), Alfred J. Kahn (representing Avukah) 
Samuel Caplan and Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Excuse;; for Absence: Dr. Harry Friedenwald, Meyer Levy, Judge Julian W. Mack, 
Aaron Riche, Ezra z. Shapiro, Simon Shetzer, Elihu D. Stone. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: 

1) Organization and Membership: 

The Secretary reported that the membership and other activities of the Or­
ganization are progressing at a tempo usually evident three months hence, and ex­
pressed the belief that by December 1, 1939, last year's membership for the same 
period will have been exceeded. A number of Regional Conferences and District 
meetings have been arranged reflecting a greater interest in organization and mem­
bership work than ever before; also, many new people mve come into the District 
leadership. The Secretary felt that this augurs well for future Zionist work, as 
a change in District leadership is invariably followed by an appreciable increase 
in membership. He called attention to the dearth of speakers ~t this time to meet 
the numerous requests from all over the country. 

2) Emergency Committee~ 

Since the last meeting of tho Executive t~ero have been two meetings of the 
Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs. The Emergency Committee continues to ...... _ 
function as tho representative qgency of all Zionist bodies in the United St~tcs 
dealing with all politiccl matters, as well as t~c emergency needs that arise from 
time to time. Since the last meeting of the Executive, the ~~orgency Comrnittee 
gave its attention to t:1e moetin5 of the Intergovornmontal Cowmittoe for Refugees 
in Washington, witl~ a view t o brinGing before it the availability of Pal estine as 
a place of settlement, for refugees. It presented an offici~l memorandum on t ~is 
subject to tho Intergovernmental Com~ittee, and also h::td a nunbcr of individual 
conferences with members of the Inturgovernmental Committee. As a result of its 
efforts, Sir Horbert Emerson, Director of tho IntergovernMont~l Comr:iittee made a 
public statement in the press pointing out the pre-eminent role w~ich Palestine 
h~d played in the absorption of refugees for the past six years. Private assur­
ances were Qade that tne Intergovernmental Committee continued to consider Pales­
tine in its plans for refugee settlement. Tho sub-committee of the Emergency Com­
mittee dealing with economic matters, headed by l.T. Robert Szold, is giving spe­
cial attention to requests from Palestine, having to do with shipping supplies, 
etc. Tho Committee is still in the process of organizing its efforts wit~ a view 
to adequate preparation in mooting any demands that my be made upon it by the Jew­
ish Agency in Palestine. 

The Emergency Committee is preparing for the visit of Dr. Chaim ~eizmann 
who is expected hore towards the end of this mont~. To enable it to function both 
in tho political field, as well as to meet emergency needs, the Co~mittoe has ap­
plied to the Keren Hn.ycsod and the Jewish 1'Tn.tionn.l Fund to make avaib.ble to it 
a sum of money out of the 1940 United Palestine Appeal Car:1paign. 
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Ref erring to the Sccreta.r~,r 1 s lat tor remarks, the Chn.ir!Ilr'),n sta tcd that tho 
a.pplica tion is not actually directed to the Keren Hayasod and the Keren Kayemeth•; 
it is an application asking that the Emergency Committee become a third or fourth 
partner in the United Palestine Appeal, 

POLITICAL SITUATION: 

The Chairman reported that an effort had been made to have the Intergovern­
mental Committee nullify the precedent established last year at Evian, of h'),ving 
no reference to Palestine, A number of interviews had been arranged,thorcfore, 
with Sir Herbert Emerson, 'i7ith Mr. Pell (member of tho State Department staff in 
charge of the Conference); a meeting between the President and Y~. Justice Bran­
deis; also a visit to Lord Lothian. As a result of all tho pressure coupled 1,1ith 
the presentation of a petition of over 400,000 signatures secured by the Morning 
Journal, Sir Herbert issued ~is statement to the press, -- a statement ~hich ms 
not entirely satisfactory to Zionists. 

Dr. Wise called attention to a report he had received as a member of the 
President's Committee, containing a statement ma.de by Mr. Ms.cDonald (Cr..airma.n of 
the President's Committee) quoting Sir Herbert, to the effect that 11 70,000 Jews 
have been welcomed into Palestine 11 , etc. It '\7as a good rcf er once, Dr, V7ise felt, 
and is important for tho record. 

As a result of~ detailed report he had r eceived on Palestine, given by 
Mr. Shertok in London, the Chnirrran expressed thl3 opinion txi.t very sorious thought 
must be given to the question of ra~ising our appro~c~ to tho Britisr- Government 
for he assumed that noi ther t:1u Colonial Office nor tho British Administration 
in Palestine is ready to abn.ndon one iota of the i'ihite Paper; the Government 
is proceeding as if the White Paper were the law of the land, and is making e­
very effort to implement it. Tho Emergency Comnittee decided, therefore, at its 
meeting on liovember 7, to prepare a Memorandum ( informing the Britis:1. Government 
that .American Zionists are aware of nhat is happening in Palestine) to be pre­
sented to Ambassador Lothian for transmission to the British Govermccnt, 

Dr. Yliso suggested the advisability of withl1olding the proposed Memorandum 
until after Dr. ieizmann1 s arriv~l in this country. 

Rabbi Brickner pointed out that alt~oug~ tho status quo ante exists in 
Palestine, the 3ritish Government hns permitted the entry of 5,0CO people or 
more a month, under Aliyah Beth. 

Mr. Lipsky declared tbat certa in facts as disclosed in Ur. Shertok1 s re­
port can be objected to, and ho felt that a statement should be filed with the 
British Ambass~dor in ~as~ington, finding fault with cert~in things which arc 
happening in Palestine, stating that no are aware of these f~cts and arc greatly 
comorncd over them. 

Dr. Wise v,i thdrcw his objection. 

The Chairman f elt that we should confine ourselves for the present to 
this Memorandum, ,::: ich v,ill be transmitted to London. He preferred to bave the 
Memorandum handed in to the British .Ambassador before Dr. ITeizro~nn arrives ~ere 
and hoped that by the time of :his arrival, an ansv,cr v1ill h'3.Ve been r .Jccivod 
from London. 

Rabbi Heller called attention to the fact that the statement had been 
made on previous occasiorn that the \Thi te Paper is not de facto, and urged that 
this impression be corrected. In answer to Rabbi Heller's inquiry as to whether 
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III FIFTH AVE. CABLE ADDRESS--PALFUND NEW YORK CITY 

November 9th, 1939 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May I put in writing the substance of a conference which 
I had on Thursday, November 2nd, with Isaac Hamlin, Secretary of 
the Gewerkschaften campaign for the purpose of exploring the 
possibility of including the Gewerkschaften campaign in the United 
Jewish Appeal campaign for 1940? 

In brief, Mr. Hamlin stated that there was no posstbility 
of the inclusion of the Gewerkschaften in such a unified drive for 
the year 1940 and that his statement represented the conviction of 
95% of the leadership of the Poale Zion and Gewerkschaften, which 
had discussed the problem from various aspects on various occasions 
and reached this final decision. 

Mr. Kamlin said that during the period from October 1938 
through September 1939 the Gewerkschaften campaign had raised 
$387,000 which included the receipts of the Pioneer Women's Organi­
zation and the men1 s division of the Gewerkschaften campaign. The 
receipts included some $60,000 which had been allotted by some of 
the welfarefunds. The ·balance represented income obtained from 
independent campaigns, from unions and other sources . 

Mr. Hamlin further said that the reasons behind the de­
cision of the Gewerkschaften not to affiliate itself with a United 
Jewish Appeal drive were as follows: 

A. The Gewerkschaften at the present time raises its money 
independently, and except for a small part of its income obtains 
funds from sources aside from those which ordinarily would be tapped 
by the unified appeal. In that sense, he continued, the Gewerk­
schaften raises money that would not otherwise be available for 
Palestine. The elimination of the Gewerkschaften would not enlarge 
the amount of money which the United Jewish Appeal could count upon, 
and would merely dry up a source of income from among people other­
wise not reached: 

B. The Gewerkschaften and the Poale Zion regard the 
Gewerkschaften not only as a fund-raising institution but as a 
valuable propaganda and educational instrument, especially among 
friends of labor. If the ideas represented in the Gewerkschaften 
were to be marged into a general drive , this educational activity 
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would be completely lost, for in the nature of a vast unified campaign, 
individual ideas, and particularly when they are bound up with ideologies 
other than mere relief, must suffer in emphasis; 

C. If the propaganda on behalf of Palestine and of Palestine 
labor now conducted by Gewerkschaften were to cease, Mr. Hamlin contended, 
other elements not friendly to Zionism would gain control of Jewish labor 
unions and of Jewish distribution of funds. As a result of the fund-rais­
ing activities of the Gewerkschaften, it is possible to keep up a constant 
flow of propaganda among the labor elements that ensure friendliness to 
Palestine labor and ulti!llately to Palestine and Zionism. 

D. The Gewerkschaften campaign has a policy to avoid, as much 
as possible, entering into Welfare Fu.."l.ds. This is due to the fact that 
it wants to keep intact its propaganda activities and also because it 
feels that it can raise much more money through independent, s-eparate col­
lections than is possible through allotments for Welfare Funds. 

E. The Gewerkschaften feels that if it wer.e to be merged into 
a unified drive, the money it is now capable of raising would be entirely 
lost. This is particularly true in connection with unions, which now 
give certain amounts to the Gewerkschaften campaign above and beyond the 
sums that are made available to the United Jewish Appeal or to similar 
agencies. These unions would not continue to give money to the Gewerk­
schaften, if it were merged into a United Jewish Appeal and would not 
increase their total allotment to a combined organization. Moreover, the 
sums that Palestine would receive out of such increase would not be at 
all commensurate with the amounts now received directly by the Gewerk­
schaften from the labor unions. And, too, the \·Telfare Funds would drop 
the Gewerkschaften fro:!Il their system of allocations, if there were to be 
a pooling of re sources within the United Jewish Appeal. 

F. Mr. Hamlin contended that the supreme service and power of 
the Gewerkschaften is to win masses of people over to Palestine, not 
through Zionism directly, but through the Histadruth and through the idea 
of a labor commonweal th. 

I have tried most earnestly to give you an undistorted picture 
of the case as presented by Hamlin so that you can judge the merits of 
the arguments for yourself. But whatever merit there be in the arguments, 
the fact is that there seems to be no possibility at this time of a unifi­
cation with the Gewerkscba.ften. 

Mr. Hamlin intimated that if there were no United Jewish Appeal, 
but there were an independent United Palestine Appeal campaign, the Gewerk­
sc~.aften leadership might then be prepared to consider the possibility of 
joining in a common front for Palestine fund-raising purposes. 

I tried to have a meeting for similar exploratory purposes with 
Hadassah and after several d.eys of unsuccessful attempts to reach Mrs. Pool, 
the new President of Hadassah, I finally spoke to her on the telephone. I 
indicated what the subject was that I would like to see her about and 
pointed out that I had no authority to conduct an official conversation, 
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but merely to explore the ground as to the possibility of including 
Hadassah in -a unified Jewish appeal in 1940. Mrs. Pool then asked me 
to write a memorandum setting forth our suggestion. I pointed out that 
under the circumstances there was nothing I could write about, since 
all I could do was to have a discussion in which points of view could 
be exchanged and that the United Palestine Appeal as such had no 
suggestion to ma..~e. Mrs. Pool felt that no su.bject could be considered 
by Hadassah or its leadership, without having a written memorandum before 
it. After a lengthy discussion on this theme, Mrs. Pool said that she 
would consult with her Executive Committee and then infonn me as to what 
date I could meet with the Executive Committee for this discussion. I 
asked whether I could meet with her personally, or with one or two others, 
just for the sake of some "off the record11 observations that could be ex­
changed. But Mrs. Pool took the position that neither she nor anyone else 
in Hadassah was authorized to meet with me or anyone else without the of­
ficial authorization of Hadassah. That is how it remains at this date, 
since I have not heard any further from Mrs. Pool. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

J~~ Henry J.10 or 
Executiv Director 

ID~. SB 
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Dr. Abba. H. Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

.My dear Doctor1 

C O P Y 

November 11th, 1939 

Because of recent developments , this communication is 
being sent under instructions una11imously agreed upon at the Executive 
Committee meeting of the Council held on November 8, 1939. 

On September 17, you will recall, at the conference 
it was agreed that we would sup.ort a thirteen wee~ program of radio talks. 
The necet sity for highly effective technical adyice was urged by us at the 
time. We pointed out the value of · uch technical assistance, and suggest­
ed the advisability of obtaining the same once again. (Before the 
American Jewish Committee group in New Yor1~ you referred to it as "moral 
and financial su9 ,ort"). r,e were also to meet periodically to discuss 
direction of program. 

We confess we u,re somewhat surprised at the time that the 
director of the League for Human Rights was to serve in the capacity 
of critic. What seemed of grave importance to us turned out to be a 
matter of but casual reference. However, we hoped t hat this sltmtion 
would very likely adjust itself as soon as the problem is fully understood. 

Since then membe~s of our Council who had listened to these 
talks became perturbed. Many or us felt that a number of t ::ese talks were 
ineffective and in some respects objectionable. We also realized that 
no outsider, however earnest, could devote sufficient time in planning 
and writing of thA material at this time when thew r situa tion made 
direction of program considerably more di fficult. It became, in our 
opinion, far more a question of greater craftsmanship just because of the 
narrower limits of possible approaches. We t ~erefore felt particularly 
that any one who had t.~e handling or church work, correspondence, telephone 
calls, public relat' on activities, etc . would not have left sufficient 
energy to write dynamic and effective weekly talks on a long range bas i s -­
talks which had to ~eet even censorship complications. This certainly 
was not intended as a reflection upon the capacity of this speaker or his 
advisors . 

So~e three weeks ago, after hearing one or these talks which 
we felt was pr rticularly weak, we called Mr. Morris to point out to him 
that the program did not justify the great trouble and expense invested. 
He suggested that we have a meeting to "lay down the law to t hem". We 
pointed out that it would be i nadvisable to express criticism before 
the party to be discussed. 

We met 1n Akron for that purpose. We did not want to express f) / 
at that time the instructions received, namely, that unless t hese talks · 
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would be improved greatly, we would not have sufficient interest in 
their continuation, but we did express definite fe·rs about the 
effectiveness and direction of the program. We were thereupon told by 
one of the gentlemen ?resent that "we were presumptuous", and later 
on were personally insulted by the director of the League. e confess 
we were taken aback a little bit by the fact that employees of the 
community should be so lacking in good taste as to take an inexcusable 
view of disputed matters which laymen were asked to discuss freely 
and fully. 

You are a;·mre 1:.c'1at Detroit has been exceedingly anxious to obtain 
the support of the Amer :can Jewish Committee. fter all, we recognize the 
fact that if the work is satisfactory and effective ond the need 
therefor continues, it ~111 have to go on almost indefinitely. For that 
reason we sought to improve the sharp feeling .hich has existed bet:een 
Cleveland and New York regarding the wisdom of the program. ·e in 
Detroit, as "middle of the roaders", have been seeking to get the 
Committee's technical support even if we could not obtain their 
complete approval. Thore ore few, if a:ny, other agencies so well 
equipped for the purpose . That is why we told r. Morris that we do 
not like to abandon the hope of bringing about a more friendly 
relationship through further meetings and discussions. 

If ~e are going to continue to build up the speaker as a radio 
.ersonality, it is particularly urgent that he be provided, not only 

with ordinary assistance, but with extraordinary skill. Our earlier 
experiences tndicute that one program required practically an entire 
week of Mr. Bernstein's time in which he gave ten to fifteen hours 
per day. We do not like to see the feeling develop that anything 1 ill 
do. The speaker himself should te dissatisfied w·th anything less 
than perfection. 

Every possible avenue should, : n our judgment, be exhausted 
to reach an amicable understanding with the Committee by further 
conferences with them at New York, Cleveland or Detroit. It does not 
present an insurmoutable difficulty. If we could settle our relatons 
fully, or even half way, technical help would undoubtedly be forthcoming. 
Our whole interest in the program must inevitubly subside unless such a 
situ tion could be brought about. 

Let us have your views, please. 

Cordially, 

{Signed) James I, Ellman 
Chairman, Public Relat'ons 
Committee, Jewish Community Council 



FROM~ 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM -----------
Officers of the United Jewish Appeal 

Messrs. Isidor Coons and Henry Ucntor 

MONTHLY PLEDGE AND PAYMENT PcEPOR'j: 

November 13, 1939 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee held on October 30~h, a report 

was submitted by us on the status of the 1939 carnpai6n, with detailed information 

regarding gross pledges and cash received at national headquarters, estimated 

pledges to be received by the end of the yeer, the progress of the Fall campaign, 

etc. The campaigns in the larger cities, which we advised on October 30th were 

being initiated, are now intensively under ,m.y. 

The pledge and payment report as of Octcber 31st, indicating the 

community by conuuunity participation to date in the United Jewish Appeal shows 

total gross pledges of $14,691,598.98, and total cash rer.1ittea to national 

headquarters in the sum of $9,554,401.47. As of today, the gross pledges 

amount to $14,832,910.03, including New York City for $6,608,433.01. Total 

cash in the sum of $9,826,648.94 has reached national hecdqUlirters, including 

a transfer of $4,470,000.00 from New York City. 

The following disbursements have to date been made to the constituent 

agencies of the United Jewish A~perl: 

Joint Distribution Committee 

United Palestine Appeal 

$4,900,000 

2,450,000 

National Refugee Service, Inc. 1,960,000 

Special emphasis is now being siven to the collection phase of our 

program in the hope of bringing in the lcrgest possible sum of cash before 

the end of the year. 

JR;GG 



,. 

Mr. James I. Ellmann 
Penobscot Building 
Detroit, aichigan 

My dear Ur. Ellman& 

November 14, 1959 

P mit me to acknowledge the receipt or your letter 
of November ll. Frankly, I run at u complete loss to understand 
what is in your mind. You seemingly seem to have forgotten 
thut it wae Detroit that urged upon Cleveland to join , .. ith it 
in a radio broadcast series to counteract Coughlin, and not 
vice versa; also tlw.t it was Detroit that first put on the 
Cole broadcasts and then suggested that Cleveland help to 
finance them. 

You ~rite in your letter that you 1n Detroit "sought 
to improve the e.~arp teelillg hich has existed between Cleveland 
and Ne York regarding the rlsdom or the program" and that you 
have been acting es the "middle of the roaders" in an effort to 
iron out difficulties between us and the Am~rican Jewish Committee. 
That, to me, is absolutely incompreheneible. We have no more 
r ason to fight the American Jewish Co:unittee than you have, we 
are engcged in no r.-ar tVith it, and we do not require any adJustors 
or pacifiers. We never opposed any technical help ~hich the Americ~n 
Jewish Committee could give to Rev rend Cole. In fa.ct, we urged 
it, and are still urging it. 

I ent down to New York with you in order to persuade 
the leruiers of the P.merican Jewish Committee to help finance the 
Cole broadcasts, just as I urged at a recent meeting of the 
Bo rd of the Anti-defamation League to do the same. The 
American Jeffiah Co:nmittee h~s refu.qed to give any financial 
support. And that is how the matter stands today. 

You and we felt that we could go ahead without the A.J.c. 
and an attempt was made to organi~e the com!:lunities in the 
Middlewest to aupport a now series of thirteen broadcasts. 
Cleveland offered Seventy-five Hundred Dollars toward the fund, 
and so did your CC>Jl'.Ullunity. Cleveland is ready to go through 
with its o~ligation. If Detroit does not wish to, and desires 
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to drop the broadcast, it is all r:ght wit.~ us . But ple se do not 
put the responsibilit y at our doorstep. 

You Clitme to Cleveland &nd suggested that you ·ould like 
the Cleveland Office of the ~eague for HumanRi hts to handle the 
details, thUB absolving you of much of the ork. ·e agreed to it. 
Mi~a Me~ette, an exceptionally cap ble woman ho baa worked in 
many important fields of social activities, hns given ~uch 
valuable time and thought without extra compensation to these 
broadcasts . If you would like to relieve the Cleveland Office ot 
the resnonsibility d resume it yourself, we sh 11 be ve?"l~ happy 
to agree tot. t arrangem nt. 

It you have any ay or persuading the Amerio n Je ~ah 
Cotmittee to give Reverend Cole the benefit of r . Bern tein's 
help, please roceed. e have been unable to impress the A.J.c. 

th the ~mportance or this ~roJect. 

I do not at l:l c re your judgment about the quality ~ 
Rev -end Cole's broadc sta. I like them and I assume that I mow 
something bout public speaking and how rudiencee re to be 
reached. Many other people have spoken to me in mot favorable 
tors of Cole's broadcasts. Some have not liked them. There 
can never be un~ty of O?inion about such tlatters - certainly 
not ong Jews, each one ot hom reg rds himself as an authority 
on such matters . 

I have written to you thus frankly and fully because I 
am afraid that you re not clear in your own mind 6.bout what • ou 
want, nd that your va/cillntion is contributing to considerable 
chaos in this matter. It e Detroit co un ty shes to drop 
these broadc sts, ple·se say so. I rather think that it ould 
be tmf'air thing to interrupt this announced seri sot 
bro dcasta nd thereby discredit Dr. Cole, and in a way, make 
som thing of a laughing tock or ourselves . The least t."1 t should 
be done, is to complete thiswriee or th rteen broadcasts. 

ith all good ,ishes, remain 

Very cordially yours, 

tJfSaBK 
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ISIDOR COONS 
lfo vteel' 14t!f;mmtrecto, 

TO '1'tt5 MIIOIBfti 01 TKt ALLGCATIONa OOW.tln't!1 

U•esra. Solomon oldillm 
H4Bf'1 Jt-Uewon 
Laut, I . · lra,•tn 
Al.bett D. Luker 
Abba Hillel Gllver 

• • analtH herein tor 70v lnfonill.U•a th• .tollewtas f1nane1al. ,t&t•enta: 

1. •-\elNn'I of lloathl.1 Apprctprh,'\loa1 f•r th• erlod lanuaJ"J throLlC}l, Deo•••• 1919. 

11. l'-t ... nt of Oath lapaadtwrte tor ii. per1o4 luuar, 1 ihroqh 
Oowbff 11, 1919 -4 AddlUonal Caah !lec#111r ... a.,1 to o-,le'\• Budr•..,_, 
Otallll..,.I■ ,a«narncl 4urt.AI 1939. 

U, will be ·noted that tht 19"1 D\ldaeur, co•U•at, lDGurr•d ta 
1191 (a1 of ~Yab•~ 11th) _un, to·••••·•••·••••••••••••••••••·•• fl0,9'11,llt. 
A1a1a1i ~•H oOIIQll._.\l '\here •• espended •• •t 
Ootohr 11, 11at appndllat•lT •••••••.•••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••• 
(Tb, $1,190,087 repra1ent1 an. ••••• et t1so,oe1 over $5,000,000. 
ftted lo the I. P. C. thua tar bJ the Uni t-4 J ••1th As,petll.) 

Leavla, a l:talaaoe W1•11>-ded •• of Cc\ober 11. 1999, of •••••••••••• • l,8t3,MI. 

Ot tbla Nlanoe of 1919 oo..itannt• \h•re 1'1.11 be nqulred: 

l or oath eapadt tur--, ln Mov-eaber ud D.•c•mber 11st •• M ,0991 461. 
or oath eapendl tur• d\U"lnc \he eo.J'lJ •••t:• ot 1 MO • 528,071. 

Te••• \ha ~al•nc• du• on th• Uhdel"ffltlnc of the 
Ooordlnatin1 rounda\ion (alter me.Jtlnr pro~islon 
for PaJlilel'1' '\hh rear ot .1200,000.) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 800,000. 

For f\l&Nn\t•• to th• sovannen,, of France, 'in,lo.nd, 
l el1lua aa4 Holl&IHI ln uh&lt of tonNr p••••na•re 
,n the SS St. Lou1t (&fter allowin, $100,000 which 
n ••U•\• •1 be eubJeot to oall tM.t rear) .. • .. • 400,000, 

THIS ORGANIZATION IS SUPPORTED SOLELY BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 



1 ~ '8'\al oOllld-..,, laCS\ll"Nld w ,. ta 19899 ~• lolat Dl•v1-
U nquir• ,he•• of $99 '719129 ewr ud dOn '11• 1.000.000. 

\lie J.o.c. \IDil r "• ltat Uatt.S. 1•91.ab Appeal ...-.... n~. 

• · in o'l v1•• ~ 1--41&'\e oatlh requlr ... nia •• of D .. .._r n. 1931. 'the 
1. • • 'rill need \he • of M9 MI.B52 ••er and bov• •• s.000.000 time tar allo• 
ca e4 1 \he 1'94 1••1al'I ,P-1. Thl1 .-.P"•••'• • ato.....a111Aall •• et 
•• 5,tt N«:fulm d\arinr the NMln4•r ot 111,. Jl1ia u ••••• f .190,0l7 et 

• 1 • oYV NC 1ptt frea \he lnlW4 I .tab Ml •• et Oeto er at, 19 t. 

I • 
OUT 

_11 ~• Apl>lled 4 1o 
• l uat.1011 tU ~• eAd ot t.h1• , .. r, 1'1 

t.e ih1• • • ha•• oaJ.7 'le ..,\lou uio •1tuat.1oaa 
\he l&at t d •• 

• froe u Ooad.saloa tor ollall eltef, !Ao. le •• &ftll• 
.ooo io Mk• up op·Uoa on th• t&rOlla .. of l!SO, 

' of .ooo , ... dltU'l \.loll la •land Ot.l a ntA• 

• DIS ft 1.1 DO'\ OIUf 1A 'b t • DJ.all rei'ule•• 
, '\o •••lat. the local 191riah po.,,u ien. halt •f -.boa. 

• 

n ort \lc&l n N. er \h urp ••• •l•u • alAiala of 
· 11 k n t r "h 1 r o \hh rear. Thie 

u\ prnto al.7 ••' t ot 100, 00 iah 1• ta­-.n,, for aertUOJ nffd l t t aectlon. 

~ ... • r • • ean Cba 11'11111', aad 
\lo l~f 11 0~ '\M world 111410 Uq th• 
-,. ·a. In t!MI abao oo 1 Uont prew.1ltn1 

o mpo• · thi, IIOm4lll, to oalou"' •• ~ 
t 'be t. Uona.117 a tlable "',... DOY 
ed i • -, b •id aaed bf '1l• flus\ 

pop ot 300.000 hat bHD ••11• to I••• t,._ \he ia\erlor eoaua1'1••• and '11&\ aecordtns lo 
wi ltT the J. . • • off le• in aruw • llhi 11 1tlll Mla-

1nc reli~t, eo• ot Iba atir J wtah ul tl r u1re4 

• t the s • •• aw-las tb• lat tor 
'\ht nfur• eoun,.,.1••• wl~lo erMny v • .u-ti.-

1 ra.illnier Uo11 •SJ>U•••• Uft 1acrea N oonalder&blJ bJ r"MMA t \be 
o\lnc11 for o., ..... n leflrJ '\o ... , ih•lr prn1oua allo-.ata tor 

•••• tar'\b• "· he bul'd• OD ~- I. ). C. ba bee.• ,rea'ter DOI enl1 
t rp lallln, otf o1 l co trlbui1ona ber tof re Neei 1ro• l•o.al 

•• b7 nt ee aitl cOlllli H• • 1ft 1.h• v rtou, co14r,.tr1 • of ~npe, bu, al.• l'IJ 
rla1 ca~• of in entUlCe :t ih••• n,tqeea. 

• J • • c. · • 1a fr i rNei ot r•••lnc nqu .. ,1 tor u t••aa •• fo nllet 
1 di '\lonal a.id u lara 1oale la el a1l • for a\&b1iuUal ao1tn • tor 

'\M • ot at nUna -tr-an• ru.Uo for i,.raoaa 11111 la • •t.llon u lNft 
\ neffd '° ~ ale Un• oth r C11NJ1Vle1 ( \his o'fer above ih• 

t d and cl ti4 1thln '\b a Ye a\a\el!M0'\1 .,r obltc Uoaa), ftr 



srut w 111• lrt1hb Coan\'\• ~•r ·••htw 1& EA1laod, lad 'f•r -,,..ltl. &11••-
a\e • ••--1• ~11.MAda of ~, ... •• t• Orea, . rite.in to lee.Ye i oouaU7. 

Jeoen\inclJ. tile, ... l"etpeettullJ r .,. \ha\ t "H mad• a Ua.ltl• M 1,. 
ou\ et \be reHl.1• ot \he tJait 1ewitll &.,J>••l f•r 1919• the •• tf e000,000. 
••• aad aNw th• ts. 000,000. nYltnaalJ alloc Md. te t\ Wider ~• nlu4 .Jenah 

•al AsNe•••' fer ltlt. to •• to ftldle 'Ill J.D.c. • c• l•• '11• o •tlaM\t 
iae\llTN ff 4a1• ~ 1919 wv.U1a, tll , 000, 000• whicl't ••• •t 1ncslu.de UJ' •s­
tnoni..,., cna·h f•r whleb appeal• ha.Ye N4lll and aN Itel.as ...-,.elye4. 

ll(hlO 
1 •• 
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ovember 151 1959 

TO r DR. .ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

FRO: S.AIIUFL CAPLAN 

In connection with the propo ed memorandum to Lord Lothian 
decided upon at the last meat of the Emergency Committ e, 
it was the advice of Justice Brandeis thut, instead of a 
me orandum, a calleg am be ent direct to Prime Minister 
Chamberlain, Colonial Secretary MacDonald and inston Churchill. 

Accordingly the follo cabl was ent to the three named above. 
The text of the cable had the approv of Justic Brandei • 

, 

CO NEY TO YOU OUR !NXIOUS CO CEiUlT AT lu"'PORTED I TENTIO 
Pa~r .Cl c-o tNMENT PROCE IMFLEiwt"ENTATio HrrE P.APER 
POLICY DESPITE WAR SITU Io•. JJ.{ERIC Jil:WRY HJJ) REASO 
TO BELI~VE THAT IN THIS CRITIC.U. HOUR EIS MAJESTY I S 
GOVER , T WOULD •oT UNDERTAXE THE IMPL ENTATION O NEW 
MEASUR'<'S TENDOO TO Il TFlJSIFY CONFLICT IU PALESTINE AND 
AGGRAVATE POSITION OF ORLD JEWRY. SUCH ACTION 10ULD BE 
CONTRARY TO SPIRIT F COLONI\L SECRETARY'S DECLA~ATION IN 
CO . ONS IN VIEW POSTPO .. ,""ru:a' CONSIDERATION BY L l'.:AGUE 
COUNCIL 01" fflII PAPER POLICY. WE DESIRE NOT TO ADD TO 
BURDENS OF HIS ' ESTY I S GOVERNMENT BUT WE OWE A DUTY TO .AMERIA 
C JmTRY WHICH R YI G UPO THE BALFOlTR DECLAJ'l.ATIOti HAS 
IIWESTED VAST J! RT ES IN THE UPBUILDING or PALESTINE AND 
IS CALLED UPOU TRIS YEAR FOR EVEN LAEGER SUUS AS A RESULT 
OF WAR SITUATION. EARNESTLY PLEAD FO REASSURANCE TO ALLAY 
OUR APPREHENSIO SAND EASE BURDEN OF JEWISH PEOPLE VICTIMIZED 
BY ~ AZI BARBARISM A.'ID OSE ONLY HOPE OF HEAL!ro AND 
RESTORATION LI IN THE DEVELO?MENT OF TH JEWICH NATIONAL 
HOD IN PALESTINE. 

Louis D.Brandeia, Julian ff.Yack, Solomon Goldman, 
Stephen S.Wise, Louis Lipsky, Abba Hillel Silver, 
Robert Szold, Tamar de Sola Pool, David Wertheim, 
Leon Gellman •. 



MINUTES 

OF A UEETING OF THE ALLOCATIONS COW!IW OF THE UNITED JE.WISH APPEAL 
~ .$ I -

Held at the Offices of Mr. Henry Ittleso.n 

No. 1 Park Avenue, New York City 

.. .. -
A meeting of the Allocations Committee which was held at the offices 

of Mr. Henry Ittleson, 1 Park Avenue, New York City, began at 1 P,M, on 

November 15, 1939, and was adjourned at 6 P.M, All members of the committee 

were present, namely, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Henry Ittleson, Louis E, Kirstein, 

Chairman, Alhert D, Lasker, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. Mr. Samuel Ao Goldsmith, 

Secretary, performed the duties of that office. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

(UOTE: The members of the Conmdttee, acting as individuals, held an informal 

hearing with Mr. Ben Cohen of Washington prior to the formal meeting of the 

Committee. Mr. Cohen presented a request that the Allocations Committee 

make a gift which might be used for refugees, irrespective of their religion. 

The members of the Committee indicated to Mr. Cohen that it was not within 

the province of the Committee to make allocations of this type. They agreed, 

however, that Dr, Silver, as a member of the Negotiating Committee, should 

present this request to the Committee at its next meeting, which was likely 

to be held within a period of two to three weeks; that Mr, Cohen might be 

asked to appear before the Committee to present the matter in detail; and 

that the Negotiating Committee be urged to make such a gift or gifts to 

non-sectarian organizations in order that Protestants and Catholics shall 

share equally in the sum allotted to such purposes,) 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The Secretary presented a fqnna.l report which he had prepared as a 

result of an exploratory investigation of the work and the financial opera­

tions of the Joint Distribution Comrnittee, the United Palestine Appeal and 



its constituent organizations, as well as the National Refugee Service. 

Following the reading of this report it was suggested that those 

portions of pages 15, 16 f.lld l7 in th& report which concerned themselves 

with the New York City operations of the National Refugee Service should be 

deleted. The Committee also unanimously agreed that the general suggestion 

made by the Secretary to the effect that the operations of the various 

agencies be considered on a calendar year nd cash basis could not at this 

time be considered. 

The Committee thereupon immediately turned to a consideration of the 

best methods to govern a reasonable division of the $6,000,000 which would 

in all probability be raised and paid into the treasury of the United Jewish 

Appeal in addition to the $9,500,000 which had already been distributed among 

the participating organizations, - such division to be achieved on the basis 

of the needs presented by these organizations and in relation to the total 

amount to be distributed. 

The Committee considered the emergency needs of the National Refugee 

Service and of the United Palestine Appeal. 

Discussion indicated that though the Joint Distribution Committee 

had undertaken various underwritings and guarantees with respect to refugees , 

notably in connection with the Coordinating Foundation and with refugees 

who had to be disembarked from the SS. st. Louis; the United Palestine 

Appeal according to Dr. Silver and Dr. Goldman had recognized the 

Coordinating Foundation and the ss. St. Louis incident as a responsibility 

of the United Jewish Appeal and, therefore, of the United Palestine Appeal 

as well as of the Joint Distribution Committee. In all these connections 

the possibility of relative responsibility of all participating organiza­

tions in all such underwritings was explored. 

As a result of all these discuss i ons and of a discussion of the general 

budgets presented by the participating organizations. the following resolution 



was adopted by unanimous vote: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Allocations Committee, in accordance with 

the powers vested in it by the Joint Distribution Committee and 

the United Palestine Appeal under an agreement dated December 9, 1938, 

hereby instructs the officers of the United Jewish Appeal to dis­

tribute funds collected beyond the $9,500,000 covered in such agree­

ment and up to a grand total of $15,500,000 estimated to be col­

lected and available for distribution after deduction for campaign 

costs: 

(1) $600,000 to the National Refugee Service. Inc . 

$250,000 to be held in reserve pending a report by the Negotiating 

Committee with respect to a gift or gifts to be made by 

the United Jewish Appeal to non-sectarian organizations 

dealing with Christian refugees, with the understanding 

that Protestant and Catha lie refugees shall share and 

share alike in the distribution of such funds. In the 

event that the Negotiating Committee does not approve 

such a grant, this sum shall be divided between the 

United Palestine Appeal and the Joint Distribution Com-

1 
mittee in the ratio of 15 parts to the former and 36 par t s 

/ to the latter, except for the condition indicated in 

\. Item { 4) below .. 

(2) With respect to the remainder $5,150,000, the following distributic 

is to be made: $1,500,000 to the United Palestine Appeal 

3,6501 000 to the .Am:lrican Jewish Joint Distributiol 

Committee , which includes: 

(A) $500~000 in obligations assumed 
toward the refugees dis­
embarked from the ss. St. 
Louis; 



(B) $500,000 for the Coordinating 
Foundation for Refugees. 

While the United Palestine Appeal joins with the Joint Distribution 

Committee in recognizing the obligations involved in Items A and B, 

it is agreed that these sums are voted with the understanding that any 

sums remaining after necessary expenditures are ma.de out of 1939 funds 
J 

for tre se items are to be at the disp~al solely of the Joint Dis-
r) ~ itt ~ -

/ tribution Committee. /\. ~ ---tt_, ~~~ 

(3) If more than a total of $15,500,000 is collected in cash the Joint 

Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal are to share 

in such additional amounts on the basis of 70% of such additional 

amounts being pa.id to the Joint Distribution Cornmittee and 30% to 

the United Palestine Appeal. 

(4) If the total amount available for distribution is less than 

$15,500,000, the Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine 

Appeal shall share in such amount up to $5,150,000 (eliminating 

$9,500,000 already distributed, $600,000 National Refugee Service, 

$250,000 Negotiating Committee), in the ratio of two-thirds for the 

Joint Distribution Committee and one-third for the United Palestine 

Appeal,. provided that the total a:roount distributed to either the 

Joint Distribution Committee or the United Palestine Appeal, under 

such conditions, does not exceed the amounts stated in Section (2) 

of this resolution, namely, $1,500,000 to the United Palestine Appeal 

and $3,650,000 to the Joint Distribution Committee. 

In view of the facts presented to the Allocations Committee with respect 

to the financial emergency existing in the National Refugee Service and with 

respect to an emergency relief situation in Palestine, the Allocations Com­

mittee also -



RESOLVED tha.t the officers of the United Jewish Appeal be inst~ucted 

to distribute as soon as possible from fl.mds now available or shortly 

to be made available the sum of $500,000 to the National Refugee 

Service and $250.000 to the TJnitod Palestme Appeal. 

This resolution was also adopted unanimously~ 

Res p,ctfully ~ ubmi tted, 

LOUIS E. KIRSTEIN, Chainnan 
SOLOMON GOLDMAN 
HENRY ITTLESON 
ALBERT D. LASKER 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
SAMUEL A. GOIDSMITH, Seoi"etary 
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(APPENDIX E) 

M I N U T E S 

OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 
Held at the Offices of Mr. Henry Ittleson 

No. l Park Avenue, New York City 

A meeting of the Allocations Committee which was held at the offices 
of Mr. Henry Ittleson, l Park Avenue, New York City, began at l P.M. on 
November 15, 1939, and was adjourned at 6 P.M. All members of the committee 
were present, namely, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Henry Ittleson, Louis E. Kirstein, 
Chairman, Albert D. Lasker, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Mr. Samuel A. Goldsmith, 
Secretary, performed the duties of that office. 

(NOTE: The members of the Committee, acting as individuals, held an informal 
hearing with Mr. Ben Cohen of Washington prior to the formal meeting of the 
Com.~ittee. Mr. Cohen presented a request that the Allocations Committee 
make a gift which might be used for refugees, irrespective of their religion. 
The members of the Committee indicated to Mr. Cohen that it was not within 
the province of the Committee to make allocations of this type. They agreed, 
however, that Dr. Silver, as a member of the negotiating Committee, should 
present this request to the Committee at its next meeting, v;hich was likely 
to be held within a period of two to three weeks; that Mr. Cohen might be 
asked to appear before the Committee to present the matter in detail; and 
that the Negotiating Committee be urged to make such a gift or gifts to 
non-sectarian organizations in order that Protestants and Catholics shall 
share equally in the sum allotted to such purposes.) 

The Secretary presented a formal report which he had prepared as a 
result of an exploratory investigation of the work and the financial opera­
tions of the Joint Distribution Cor.imittee, the United Palestine Appeal and 
its constitutent organizations, as well as the National Refugee Service. 

Following the reading of this report it was suggested that those 
portions of page 15,16, and 17 in the report which concerned themselves with 
the New York City operations of the National Refugee Service should be 
deleted. The Committee also unanimously agreed that the general suggestion 
made by the Secretary to the effect that the operations of the various 
agencies be considered on a calendar year and cash basis could not at this 
time be coniidered. 

The Cc,;nmittee thereupon immediately turned to a consideration of the 
best methods to govern a reasonable division of the $6,000,000 which would 
in all probability be raised and paid into the treasury of the United Je~ish 
Appeul in addition to the $9,500,000 which had already been distributed 
among the participating organizations, - such division to be achieved on the 
basis of the needs presented by these organizations and in relation to the 
total amount to be distributed. 

The Committee considered the e~ergency needs of the National ~efugee 
Service and of the United Palestine Appeal. 
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Discussion indicated that though the Joint Distribution Co:nL1ittee 
hnd undertaken various underwritings and guarantees with respect to 
refugees, notably in connection with the Coordinating Foundation and with 
refugees who had to be disembarked from the SS. St. Louis, the United 
Palestine Appeal, according to Dr. Silver and Dr. Goldman, had recognized 
the Coordinating Foundation and the SS. St. Louis incident as a responsibility 
of the United Jewish Appeal and, therefore, of the United Palestine Appeal 
as well as of the Joint Distribution Committee. In all these connections 
the possibility of relative responsibility of all participating organiza­
tions in all such underwritings was explored. 

As a result of all these discussions and of a discussion of the 
general budgets presented by the participating organizations, the following 
resolution was adopted by unanimous vote1 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Allocations Co::.imittec; in accordance with 
the powers vested in it by the Joint Distribution Committee and 
the United Palestine Appeal under an agreement dated December 9,1938, 
hereby instructs the officers of the United Jewish Appeal to dis­
tribute funds collected beyond the $9,500,000 covered in such 
agreement and up to a grand total of $15,500,000 estimated to be 
collected and available for distribution after deduction for campaign 
costs: 

(1) $600,000 to the National Refugee Service, Inc. 

$250,000 to be held in reserve pending a report by the 
Negotiating Committee with respect to a gift or gifts 
to be made by the United Jewish Appeal to non-sectarian 
organizations dealing with Christian refugees, with the 
understanding that Protestant and Catholic refugees shall 
share end share alike in the distribution of such funds, 
In the event that the Negotiating Committee does not 
approve such a grant, this sum shall be divided between 
the United Palestine Appeal and the Joint Distribution 
Committee in the ratio of 15 parts to the forner and 
36 parts to the latter, exce~t for the condition in­
dicated in Item (4) below. 

(2) With respect to the remainder $5,150,000, the following dis­
tribution is to be made: $1,500,000 to the United Palestine Appeal 

3,650,000 to the A.~ crican Jewish Joint 
Distribution Co:nmittee, which in­
cludes: 

(A) $500,000 in obligations assumed toward 
the refugees disembarked from 
the SS. St. Louis: 

(B) $500,000 for the Cbordinating Foundation 
for Refugees. 

Wl". ile the United Palestine Appeal joins vii th the Joint Distribution Committee 
in recognizing the obligations involved in Ite~s A and B, it is agreed that 
these sums are voted with the understanding that any sums remanngafter 
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necessary expenditures are made out of 1939 funds for these items are to 
be at the disposal solely of the Joint Distribution Committee. 

(3) If more than a total of $15,500,000 is collected in cash the 
Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal ate to 
share in such additional amounts on the basis of 706/o of such additional 
amounts being paid to the Joint Distribution Committee and 3C/f, to 
the United Palestine Appeal. 

(4) If the total amount available for distribution is less than 
$15,500,000, the Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine 
Appeal shall share in such amount up to $5,150,000 (eliminating 
$9,500 , 000 alr eady distributed, $600,000 National Refugee Service , 
$250 ,000 Negoitating Committee), in the ratio of two-thirds for the 
Joint Distribution Committee o.nd one-third for the United Palestine 
Appeal, - provided that the total a mount distributed to either the 
Joint Distribution Committee or the United Palestine Appeal, under 
such conditions, does not exceed the amounts stated in Section (2) 
of this resolution, namely, $1,500,000 to the United Palestine 
Appeal and $3,650,000 to the Joint Distribution Committee. 

In view of the facts presented to the Allocations Committee with 
respect to the financial emergency existing in the National Refugee 
S8rvice and with respect to an emergency r elief situation in Palestine, 
the Allocations Committee also -

RESOLVED that the officers of the United Jewish Appeal be 
instructed to distribute as soon as possible from funds 
now availabl e or shortly to be made availabl e 

the swn of $500,000 to the ~ational 
Refugee Service and $250,000 to the Unit ed Palestine Appeal. 

This resolution was also adopted unanimously, 

Respectfully submitted, 

LOUIS E. KIRSTEIN, Chairman 
SOLOMON GOLTh!AN 
HENRY ITTLESON 
ALBERT D. LASKER 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
SAMUEL A. GOLDSMITH, Secretary 




