
 
The Daniel Jeremy Silver Digital Collection 

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4962: Daniel Jeremy Silver Papers, Series II, 1955-2002, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Box            Folder 
  1               2 

 
 

Abba Hillel Silver, articles, invocation offered at the Republican 
National Convention by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of The Temple, 

University Circle Foundation, 1963-2002, undated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILV&t HONORED ON ISRAELI ST.AMP 

mE STORY BEHIND THE STAMP 

by Bea Stadtler 
Cleveland College of Jewish 
Studies • 

There are many ways to honor a person posthumously. A school, museum 

wing or building could be called by that person's name. A statue can be 

sculpted and placed in some prominent place. But perhaps the most meaningful 

way to honor a person after his death is to put his picture on a 'postage stamp. 

Stamps are used on mail that goes into every nook and cranny of the world, 

and can tell a great deal about the country which issues them. A stamp just 

issued by the State of Israel tells us about a great era in Jewish history. 

It shows the head of Abba Hillel Silver. Rabbi Silver, 'who died in 1963, 

served Congregation Tifereth Israel in Cleveland, better known as The T~le. 
' 

£ran 1917 when he was 24- years old, until his death at the age of 70. A 
' ~ 

graduate of Hebrew Union College, he came to Cleveland 'from Wheeling, West 

Virginia because of what he might have called "the inescapable logic of events. ff 

Abba Hillel Silver was born in Lithuania and came to America when he 

was nine years old, settling in a tenement on the Lower East Side of New Y~rk 

City with his parents and five brothers and sisters. H~ was the fourth in 

a line of ordain.ed rabbis in his family. 

Soon after he came to the United States, 'lheodor Herzl, the great Zionist 

leader died. Abba Hillel . and his brother established a club 1n Herzl's memory. 

The Dr. Herzl Zion Club, was the first Zionist Hebrew speaking group in America. 

The club sponsored debates and produced plays 1n Hebrew. Abba Hillel was the 
~ 

natural leader and president. As one member of the group .said " .•. the v.ery 

quality of his voice brought · conviction." flus was true all his life. One 

had only· to hear him fran the pulpit to be swept away by the quality of his 
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voice and the logic of hie reasoning. The pulpit at The Temple, huge and 

sanber, with maroon velvet hangings, wood carved Ark and medieval looking 

Eternal Light, was dwarfed by the presence of this magnetic personality 

with his huge frame and unruly gray hair, thundering like the prophets of old, 
without histrionics. 

The boys in the Herzl Club turned to the Educational Alliance for a 

meeting place. One .day the director and a benefactress came into the meeting 

roo.-n and were astonished to find the proceedings going on in Hebrew. The lady 

lectured the group for speaking in a foreign tongue in this great land of 

America. When she finished, Abba Hillel stood up and calmly announced that 

the Dr. Herzl Zion Club was part .of the Zionist movement and would continue 

to use the language ,in which David had composed the Psalms. and Isaiah had 

described his vision of universal peace and justice. Speechless, the director 

and benefactress left, but the Herzl Club continued its meetings in Hebrew at 

the Educational Alliance. 

Soon after Rabbi Silver came to Cleveland from his two year service 

in Wheeling, he married gentle, supportive and astute, Virginia Hockheimer, 

daughter of a leader of that small camuni ty. Virginia and Abba were parents 

to Daniel Jeremy who is fifth in the Rabbinical line and succe@ds his father 

at The Temple in Cleveland, and Raphael who lives in New York. 

During World War I, Rabbi Silver served in France, where he was honored 

for his ministering to the Allied troop.s . 

Rabbi Silver, who received his Doctor of Divinity degree fran Hebrew 

Union College in 1925, was first and foremost a Rabbi, "a person of deep 

· spiritual convictions and a profound scholar." A passionate devotion t~ 

social justice caused him to speak out and work for vital and important issues 
relevant to the city, the state, the country, the peuple of the United States 

and Jews everywhere. He was an advocate for labor unions, believing that 



the working man should have better working conditions and higher pay,. . 'lhe . 

Temple was the place where the unemployment insurance movement in Ohio was _ 

born. After eight years of constant effort on the part of Rabbi Silver 

and others, the Ohio State Legislature passed the unemployment insurance 

bill he helped frame. 

With the rise of nazis:im in Germany, Silver organized an ant1-naz1 

• boycott in the United States. He did not _ believe in merely denouncing by 

word of mouth, but acting against this evil menace. Understanding the need 

for _huge sums of money to rescue European Jewry, he undertook the chairman­

ship of the United Jewish Appeal, which, with his help and guidance raised 

some of the largest sums ever to be collected. 

On May 2, lM, Dr. Silver told a National Conference of the United 
' Palestine Appeal in Philadelphia what was haPPening to the Jews of Europe 

which was a shock to them. He censored British policy, and the attitude of 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He said "the. tragic problem of the Jewish 

people in this world today cannot be solved by chiefs of government or . 

praninent officials sending us Rosh Hash&na greetings." He continued, "the 

inescapable logic of events! When all the doors of the world will be _closed 

to our people. then thehand of destiny will force open the door of Pal.est1ne. 

And that hour is rapidly approaching." What a p_rophet -h~ was. 

Silver was asked to head a·newly created .American Zionist P.mergency 

Council. He realized he would have to fight British and Arab propaganda 

and the anti-Zionist United States State Department under F°ranklin Roosevelt. 

Later, it was learned that when F .D.R.. made any pro-Zionist statements, the 

State Department sent reassuring messages to the Arab governments indicating 
' ' there had been no change in American policy. After Roosevelt d1.ed, his 

secret correspondence with King Ibn Saud was exposed, which reinforced 

Silver's correct appraisal of the political hang-ups likely to occur in 

dealings with head& of state. 
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Silver differed sharply from another major Zionist figure, Dr. CbaSm 

• Weizmann, who was a supporter of British foreign policy. Weizmann believed 

Jews should not physically resist Arab and British strongarm methods in 

Palestine, no matter how viciously they were attacked. He called th.is 

resistance "the heroics of suicidal violence," encouraging instead "the 

courage of endurance, the heroism of superhuman restraint." Silver, on the 

·other hand, believed in the resistance movement and promised to help 11: 

wherever he could. He also ~pposed British policy, understanding devious 

British machinatio.~s and realizing it would mean the demise of a dream for 

a Jewish State, and the death of thousands of more .Jews. 

Silver became the spokesman, worker and fighter for the establishment 

of a Jewish State 1.n Bretz Yisrael or Palestine. Palestine was the name the 

British had resurrected from the ancient seacoast people, the Philistines, -, 

who briefly rose to power, and disappeared from the face of the earth more 

than 2600 yea.rs ago. Throughout the long -history of that country, the name 

was periodically restored for short times and then discarded for other 

designations. 

Silver and many others worked untiringly to enlist cooperation from 

delegates to the United Nations to vote for the establishment of a Jewish 

State, and on November 29, 194-7, by a vote of 33-13. the General. Assed>ly 

of the U.N. gave international sanction to the establishment of a Jewish 

Sta "Q. Dr. Emnanuel Neumann described what followed: "One by one we left 

the hall and drifted into the lobby. We were all overcane -by emotion. I 

glanced at Silver and saw what I had never seen bef ore--he wept." 

Still there were problems, for the British expected -and encour,ed_ the 

Arabs to destroy Jewish settlements_ in Eretz Yisrael e.nsuring this by_ arming 

Arabs and disarming Jews. • Im American delegation suggested an international. 

.-

,, 

.-.: 
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trusteeship in place of the United Nations voted partition. In pro~eat. 

SO, 000 .American Jewish WB?.' VeteranG marched down Fifth Avenue 1n New York 

City, end a rally was held at Madison Square Garden wi'th 250,000 d~S'trators. 

On May 14-, l9lf.8 the State of Israel waa proclaimed. President traman 

recognized its existence almost :lnmediately. On that day, Abbe Hillel Silver . 

at the U .N •• said "At ten o'clock this morning, the Jewish State was proclaimed 

in Palestine ... Thus the age-old dream of Israel, to be re-established u ··a · 

free and independent people in its anci(!!?lt hanel.and has been real.1%ed ••• the 

Jewish State will strive to be worthy of the confidence which has been __ placed 

in it by the nations of the world and w_ill endeavor to realize, as far as 

humanly possible to carry . out those ideas of justice, brotherhood, peace and 

democracy which were first proclaimed by the people of Israe.l in that ·very 

la."ld thousands of years ago." 

Abba Hillel lived to see an agricultural school in Israel named 1n hi& 

honor--streets in almost every city in Israe~ bear his name. And now Israel 

has seen fit to honor this -man who played such an important part 1n its 

establishment, with·his likeness on a stamp. A more fitting tribute could not 

be devised. 

Abba Hillel Silver died on Thanksgiving Day in 1963. Eulogized bef~·.: 

S,000 mourners at his untimely death, .he was cal.led "The Architect ttite 

J ewish State , crowing his life with an aura of ir.mortality;." -It m11:y be 

added that, although silence i.s golden, speech was .Silver. 

Sane personal recollections of the author. 
Daniel Jeremy Silver, "Gleanings of an Abundent Harvest"; Harold Kamaon, 

"Abba Hillel Silver-In_ Appreciation," Essays 1n HgpoJ: of Ab~a KiUe.l 
Silver on the oqgasis,p 9f W,s 70tt,. birtbday,. edited by Daniel Jeremy 
Silver. · N.Y.: Maanillan Co., 1963. 
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I'.E B""'....LLION~. NOT PROV:INCIAL 

Some might suggest that .my rebellion 
against t . !s process Is .a. show or the pro­
vincial '!'··•,,:an In me. I would disagree. 
Texr-.ns o.rc Independent and Individual, but 
not the monooollsts o! these virtues that 
we sometimes suppose ourselves to be. The 
traits are American in origin and, fortunately 
for the Republic, are d eposited quite widely, 
not part of certain regl9nal hoards . Thus, 
I believe it ls the American In me-even more 
than the Texan- that now reacts so strongly 
agn.l.nst the merging o! the individual Ameri­
can into the mass in the no.me of dogma. 

I realize, as I say this, that others might 
point to the Senate where I serve-and where 
I am, In fact, a designated leader of the 
majority party- and suggest that th~ ex­
ample there of a two-party, two-philosophy 

- -....--.- .. .......l'l!Jl"""'f\tr-+. -- ... :.. .. ,... ~c, 

thesis. The opposite ls so. Had I not been 
privileged to serve in Congress, I might never 
have come to hold the respect !or lndlvldu­
allty of ph1losophy that I do . 

The very purpose of Congress, in our gov­
ernmental form, ls to arrive at national deci­
sions by br inging together some 531 Individ­
uals, r epresenting 170 million Individuals, to 
achieve a consent on the way the Nation 
should go. Were we bound by rigid dogmas, 
whatever their name, there wouid be no more 
cause for assembling Congress than !or bring-

• Ing the Soviet Presidium together. We are 
not so bound, and it is part---a great part--­
o! my own philosophy that the Congress 
reaches a very dubious decision when its 
choices are made solely by head counts o! the 
partisan division. 

TENETS OF BELIEFS 

This leads to a listing o! the tenets o! my 
own beliefs, the specific tenets o! my own 
ph!losophy. I would set them down this 
way: 

First, I believe every American has some­
thing to say and, under our system, a right 
to an audience. 

Second, I b elieve there ls always a national 
answer to each national problem, and, be­
lieving this. I do not believe that there are 
necessar ily two sides to every question. . • 

Third, I r egar<: P.c,:ilevement or the !ull 
potential o! O'..l!' :· --·cco-physlcal, human, 
and otherwls:i- tc a ::ie highest purpose o! 
governmental polic es n ext to the protection 
o! those r ights we regard as inalienable. 

Fourth, I regard waste as the continuing 
enemy o! our society and the prevention of 
waste-waste of r esources, waste o! lives, or 
waste of opport,:n\ty-to be the most dy­
namic of the rcs:nnslbilltles o! our Govern­
ment. 

Th ese tenets , I cor:cccle, are simple. They 
are certainly p ersonal. For these are not 
tenets I have embra-:cd or adopted but rather, 
beliefs I have-o-, ,,r 50 ycars--developed and 
come to follow f rom my own experience. 

MAY SLEM: IDEALISTIC 

In the instance of t he first listed, I realize 
that---in these t imes- the notion that each 
American has something to say and the right 
to an audience may seem excessively ideal­
istic. I do not believe that ls so, either in 
principle or in prnctice. 

I am remlndecl always in my work at Wash­
irtgton of my own origins. I was born to the· 
h ill country o! Tcxns, a r emote region then, 
still remote today.' although less so. My 
neighbors , friends. P.nd r elatives there live 
independently, self-contained I! not sel!-
sufflcient. • 

They1 are dista nt from many national ls-

. ,. 

. bors--or tne cons"t11.iut:.u.uy u ... o.u v... .... ..... -

are not different from Americans everywhere. 
There ls likely to be merit In the views of 
the minority, quite as much as there ls wis­
dom in the views of the majority. We have, 
as I see It, an obligation to seek out. that 
merit, i! It ls there, and not merely to con­
tent ourselves with obliging the m ajority; 
for the majority's wisdom-however wise­
ls never the sum or all wisdom. 

What we do, too often now, is oblige our 
patience with expedients. To grant audi­
ences to 170 million Americans would be 
exhausting. So we make our divisions, our 
classifications, and our cross-classifications 
which permit us ·to forgo the listening and 
the searching we ought to do. Trouble com­
pounds when, having made our divisions on 
one basis, we extend the application to other 
issues and otl1er decisions. Here we a r' . .,pt 
J.il ou..i. ..,-_.,_..,..., ...... n '[IC"lft.l-:-?\ l)h.ll-::.:.ophy the 

pattern not of philosophy but o! cults de­
voted to dogma, and we constrµct false equa­
tions which produce !alse answers. 

This equation· process Is much a part of 
our party systems, and contributes to ' the 
myth o! the concept that "there are two 
sides to every question." , True, there are 
two parties. That is not the same as two 
sides. But, by maintaining the two-side 
concept, we satisfy our consciences-again 
as a matter o! convenience-that when a 
partisan majority has prevailed there is no 
need to examine either the majority's side 
or. the minority's side again. Our reason­
ing ls that, since there are two sides either 
side would have been acceptable, and hence 
the answer decided by political strength 
does not require closer scrutiny. 

I think otherwise. This popular view is, 
I !eel, very much counter to our American 
philosophy based on the thinking o! men 
l!ke Jefferson and Mndlson, I do not believe 
we have arrived at an answer until we have 
found the n ational answer, the answer all 
reasonable men can agree upon, and our 
work Is not done until that answer ls 
!ound~ven 1! the process requires years of 
our lives. 

ALLOWED FOR GROWTH 

Here fits the third tenet o! my· philoso­
phy-and the fourth . Had America been 
bound by the Constitutional Convention to 
the philosophies of the 18th century-and 
by the limits of the wlSdom a.nd vision of 
those times-we would not have the Nation 
that is ours today. Our rising greatness 
through more than 180 years has come from 
our freedom to apply our accumulating 
knowledge to the processes o! our self-govern­
ment. Or, to state it another way, this has 
come because America's course has been left 
to the living. Thus, the 18th-century phi­
losophy of our Constitution has allowed !or 
growth so that It is still strong, still good !or 
our 20th century. 

Our Nation, like all nations, ls possessed 
of certain resources-resources of nature, 
resources o! posit ion, and resources o! the 
human mind. Without conquest or aggran­
d izement, we cannot add to these basics. 
Thus whatever we are to be we must build 
from those things at our disposal, and to 
content ourselves wit h less than the ulti­
mate potential is to deny our heritage and 
our duty. 

Obviously, ho.vlng come !rom a land.- like 
Texas , I !eel this strongly. Of all endeavors 
on which I have worked in public life, I o.m 
proudest o! the accomplishments in devel­
oping the Lower Colorado River during the 
1930's and 1940's. It is not the damming o! 

· the :tultlllment or young nuuu::,." u, "-vv.-. ..... .. b 

more than the advent or electricity Into rurnl 
homes. Men and women have been released 
from the waste of drudgery and toil ngaln-.;t 
the unyielding rock o! the Texas hills. This 
is fulfillment of the ·true responslbill ty or 
Government. 

Conversely, the elimination of waste or 
this sort carries with It a continuing obliga­
tion !or Government---at all levels-not to 
create wast e Itself by extracting from the 
people the fruits o! their new opportunities 
through Improvident excesses 1n spcncllni; 
and taxing. This Is an increnslngly criticnl 
area !or American Government, but one to 
which we sometimes apply false standards. 

GO:(ernment can waste tile people's re­
sources by inertia, quite as much as b:: 

vigor. Uovernm~:--'tt? .. -;-- l~: eJ!ii~J;o' .. ~, ::;;J 
into a state o! complacency over the rel n­
tlve positions of strength between nations 
In the world. An international stalemate 
with communism would, I believe, be the 
greatest waste o! American resources nnd· 
the resources or freedom, even though st:ile­
mate produced no war. A vital government 
cannot accept stalemate In any area- for­
eign or domestic. It must seek the national 
Interest solution, vigorously and courageously 
a.nd conflden tly. 

_These tenets are the tenets of my poll tlcnl 
philosophy . 

POSITIONS ON I SSUES 

Some who equate personal philosophies 
with popular dogmas might Inquire, endless-

• ly, as to my position on this issue or thnt 
Issue or some other. Phllosophles , as I con­
ceive them at least, are not made of ~n ­
swers to Issues, but o! approaches more c:, ­

durlng and encompassing than that. D, 
these approaches I have set down, I can see% 

and, I bel!eve, find answers to the lss:ic.< 
o! 1958 or 1978, as they arise. 

By personal choice, I am a Democrnt, fc: 

I can in that party best apply and exprc:.:. 
my beliefs. 

As for being anything else, the deflnltl or.J 
o! wha.t I am wlll have to be appl! cd b, 

others as they see flt for I m ake no such c • 
tlnctlons myself. 

I am, as I _snld In the beginning, n r, 
man, an American, a U.S. Senator, nnl , 
Democrat, 1n that order, and the:~. !o-: !:".'" 

the classifying stops. 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. Prcsid, •• • 
. Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, a greut ~; •• 
revered humanitarian, author. tc:ic: • 
and internationally respected s ::itc-:c- ·­
passed away on Friday, Nover.:i!Jc:­
Rabbi Silver was for 46 years spir: 
leader of Cleveland's The Templl' . : ' 
largest Reformed Jewish congreg:iUc;: 
the United S tates. 

The loss of this wise and good ;:: ,: ·' 
mourned by people of all faith s. n ,: 
in Cleveland where we were p•· i·;i!(· 
count him among our outsk.nci : 
zens, but throughout the co 111:,:, 

around the world. Abba Hilll'l ~ 
belonged not only to The Temple :. • 
Cleveland, he belonged to the "·" 
and particularly to world Jr ·,.· 
world whose tragic d imensions •• 
incomprehensible two decades n: • 

. t 5}4 1 ze::::t::!! .. ·¼"2 g; L%4&.Z:!·3:a.!C1Zi!·::t#!J 
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-CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - SENATE 2198s· 

, .. . , ~cnocide. Rabbi Silver was a man 
··,-;·, •:ils nnd action, possessing a strong 
: : t~~nung social conscience which lit 
;;_; l;~nrt.s nnd minds of all men. . 
"' •;iir c! r~ccndent of three generations of 
.. , .,,, R:ibbi S ilver was born on Janu­
::.. ·.;-s· JS93, in Lithuania, and came to 
~:'-.,.- -Y~:·k with his family in 1901. Upon 
:'..:. .r::w his doctor of divinity degree in 
•. •. •t,.....11::ivin r, completed a 9-year course 
.'.~•; ,·r::irs-he took up his first ministry 
~~ ;,.:: .ccLin'.! , W. Va. He came to the 
v~: 11:p in Cleveland 3 days after_ the close 
~= v;o!·'.d war I, at age 24. 

.. ,1ni; his almost half a century of 
l,,C:> :.:c in Cleveland, he gave unceasing- . 
:r ! his wisdom, his vision, his con-

1~:, ::cc and his heart to all people. His 
,. ,, •Ts:.s were legion and his good works 
;·:~~ iclt on both the national and inter-
:-... '. :on:i l scene. 

!LlJbi Silver was one of the leaders in 
: ,:.:nci ing the State of Israel. As a fer-
\' ·::t spo}:esman for the Zionist cause, he 
took his case to the leaders of the world. 
On ?-f:iy 8, 1948, Rabbi Silver pleaded the 
c:-..'e for J ewish rights in Palestine be­
!orc tile United Nations General Assem­
b!·.-. One week later the State of Israel 
;,,·ns proclaimed. Having seen his 
dream of a Jewish homeland fulfilled, 
nabbi Silver turned quickly to other 
problems on the international scene. 
More recently, he devoted much of his 
efforts toward strengthening the United 
Nntions and firmly chastized those neu­
tralist nations who would seek temporary 
c-:un at the expense of the world organ"' , 
izntion. 

The high ideals of this outstanding 
American also helped produce needed 
social action in America. Rabbi . Silver 
made the cause of the working men and 
women his own. ·Back in 1931 he was 
r.ppointed chailman of the Ohio Com.­
mission on Unemployment Insw·ance. .I 
was privileged to serve with him on that 
commission. un·der his leadership we 
wrote the first State unemployment I.I).­
surance law in the Nation. This served 
ns ,1. :::.odel for other States. In addi- • 
t!on, Rabbi Silver helped to defeat the 
open -shop policy in the 1920's and the 
more recent proposed right-to-work ·leg­
islation. He was a tower of strength 1n 
the drive for social justice. 

T'ne recipient of. many awards, includ­
ing the 1958 human relations award of 
the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, . Rabbi Silver was honored by 
his many friends including our late great 
President John Kennedy only last year. 

Abba Hillel Silver will be missed by all 
of us. I, personally, was honored to 
count him as a friend . The. day before 
his death, Rabbi Silver worked on a 
memorial sermon on the death of our late • 
great President John F. Kennedy. . The · 
sermon was never delivered. It was 
printed, howeve·r, in the Cleveland Press 
on F1iday, November 29, ·1963. In this, 
his last message to us, the warmth, the 
wisdom, and the keen insight of Rabbi 
Silver are everywhere apparent, I com­
mend this sermon, "The Legacy of a Pres­
ident," to my colleagues and ask u.na.ni­
mous consent that it be printed in the 
RECORD at this point ~ a part .pf my 
remarks. • 

t" ' .•• 

There being no objection, the sermon grave where President Kennedy now lies at 

was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, rest, you wlll see not far away the state::0 

as follows: · Lincoln Memorial and beyond that the tow­

THE LEGACY OF A PRESIDENT-RADBI SILVER'S erlng Washington Monument. More -than 
SERMON mere optical vision embraces these oldest and 

newest o! our national shrines . 
I have reflected much tliesc last !cw days A chord or sacred memory, of bounden 

on the nature o! the universal sorrow which faith and promise binds them Indissolubly 
the whole world manifested o.t the tragic together. They represent our Nation's un­
death of President Kennedy. broken covenant wlilch time and again is 

It was clearly neither !ormnl nor per- renewed !or us by the blood o! our martyrs. 
functory. At home and in faraway lands I said a moment ago, that Presldent Ken­
men mourned !or him as !or a lost brother, . nedy w~ young and that he appealed to 
as it he were part o! their own personal the heart or young America, but he was also 
llves, who shared their innermost hopes, and ,wise with the wisdom which men, not alto­
felt their deepest needs. gether wisely, associate with age. He had 

People of all ages grieved !or him, but the ardor and enthusiasm o! youth but not 
especially the young. The personality o! its inexperience. -

,President Kennedy appealed especially to HE H ; D VISION AND FACED REALITY 
the. youth o! the world. 

He was a young President and he spoke He had vision but· he was not a visionary. 
to the heart or young America and to all who .. He was an urbane, thoughtful, cultured, 
had the hopeful heart of youth everywhere well-informed human being, torce!ul in ac­
in the world. He was like a young eagle ' tlon but tactful and moderate in speech 
soaring high. . • and manner. 

He did not belong to the category o! the~ He faced reality. He understood his 
"tired old statesmen" who were caught and world-its dangers, its knotted domestic and 
held tast in their weary routines dreaming international problems, some often almost 
o! worlds forever gone the helpiess agents too difficult to unravel. He understood full 
o! recurrent world dls~ters. well the limitations or his high office and 

He was different. There was dawn in his his own personal powers to set all things 

outlook and spring in his call. His was the aright. , 
torch o! a new vision. He realized too that the powers and re-

TOO MANY OF us HAVE LOST oun WAY 
In his acceptance speech as the Demo­

cratic nominee !or the Presidency, he de­
clared: "Too many Americans have lost their 
way, their wm, and their sense o! historic 
purposes. It is time !or a new generation 
o! leadershlp--new men to cope with new 
problems and new opportunities." 

And In his Inaugural address, Jess than 3 
years ago, he sounded a clarion· call: 

"Let the world go forth !rom this time 
and place to friend and !oe alike, that the 
torch has been passed to a new generation 
of Americans." 

The new generation responded to his sum­
mons and challenge. Here, at last, was their 

. true leader, their eloquent spokesman young 
in years and young In heart, ready to lead 
them jn a new crusade and by the. fire of a 
new faith build a new Jerusalem. 

Where did President Kennedy. find the 
torch which he declared would now be passed 
to a new_ generation of Americans, "a gen­
eration born in this century. tempered by 
war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, 

• proud of our ancient heritage"? 
What was this ancient heritage? It was 

the heritage pf the Fqundlng Fathers . and 
the torch was first kindled by them. To use 
the words of another martyred President, 
• Abraham ·Lincoln, President Kennedy "re­
t1,1rned to the fountain whose waters spring 
close by the blood , of the Revolution.'' 

He invoked the spirit which grows in the 
Declaration of Independence and in the B111 
o! Rights o! the ponstltutlon o! the United 
States. He called upon his generation time ' 
and again as did Lincoln, whose loving and 
faithful disciple he proved to be, "to come 
back to the great landmarks o! the Declara­
tion o! Independence." 

sources of our country, great as they were, 
were not unlimited, and that we could 
neither dictate to the world nor go it alone . 

Absolute sovereignty no longer assures us 
ot absolute security. He understood also 
the limits of m111tary power. The basic 
problems !acing the world today are not 
susceptible of a final mllltary solution. 

But these inevitable limitations and their 
attendant frustrations did 'not en.use him to 
seek refuge in inaction. The wisdom or 
oµr sages seems to have guided him. "Thine 
ls not the duty to complete the taslt but 
neither art thou free to desist from it." . 

. In a dangerously· poised world and with 
an awesome responslbillty resting upon his 
shoulders, he moved cautiously, but he 
moved, he acted with" deliberateness and 
circumspection but he · acted. He failed­
but he tried again. He would not per;nit 
himself to be angered, or disheartened, or 
goaded into quick reprisals but neither was 
he ever deflected trom his main purpose. 

HE UNDERSTOOD ART OF COMPROMISE 
Re understood that the art ot government 

was the art of compromise, but never on prin­
ciples. He stood immovable as a rock when 
the basic principles ot our Constitution or 
the basic rights ot _man were involved . . 

He was not doctrinaire. He knew how 
· to bend as a tree bends before strong winds, 
but his roots always remained firmly set in 
the earth . He profited trom his mistakes and 
those of h_ls predecessors, as he did in the case 
of the Cuban fiasco early in his administra­
tion. • 

He saw clearly the five besetting dangers 
o! our age. He had been summoned to lead 
our Nation fu an hour of maximum danger, 
but with open eyes and a stout heart he con­
fronted then: . 

"However ,:; ,sc we sometimes seem to that 
APPLIED OLD mEALS TO oun NEW AGE dark and f,;:~l abyss, let no m an of peace 

He applled the old ideals o! our country and freedom c.cspalr . • • • I! we can all per-
to the grave problems and the menacing . severe, 1! we c::-.n In every land • • • look 

_ conditions of our new age; and they became beyc,1:d our own shores and ambitions, then 
,•ev_en more luminous and more urgently rele- surc:y the age wlll "dawn in which the strong 
• "vant than when they were first promulgated. are _juzt and tho weak secure and the peace 

An unbroken chain ot fervent human preserved." • 
aspirations binds_ the age o! Washington, the "He faced the danger or the nuclear age. He, 
age o! Ltil.coln, and the age ·or Kennedy-the . more than any of us, understood, bec:rnse all 
unremitting struggles o! men tor larger sources o! ln!ormatlon were available to him, 
freedom, tor their basic human rights, !or . what a nuclea.:- -;,::.r would mean to mankind. 
the dignity of man-"the self-evident He built up t:1e milltary strength of our · 
truths"-"the unalienable rights." -: Nation so that It I::l!ght :\Ct as a deterrent to 

If -you ~t . up your·, eres from the fresh aggression ··and war. But while so engaged, 



r \ 
' 

r 

\v' explored ev1:ry avenue to 'disc.over some 
basis of agreement whereby the dangers of a 
_nuclear war might be lessened . . 

MUCLEAR TEST .BAN GREAT ACHIEVEMENT , 

After m any repeated trials and !allures, he 
succeeded in arriving at an agreement with . 
the Soviet Union on o. nuclear test ban which. 
ar.nned nuclear tests everywhere except un- . 
,· .. ,-~-,:>i.:.ncl. It was an important achievement 

:: :::iough it was not a guarantee against 
:::· .-e lccr war. • 

-:'~1c next step and t he next and the final 
G,•::, still remained ; but the first step "back 
!~0:-:1 the shadow of war" had to be taken 
~,.d he took it. . 

Ee was opposed to an arms race with the 
S'.:>vlct Union though in the few brief yenrs 
:n office, he unfortunately could make no · 
headway. 

"It is • • • our Intention to challenge the 
Soviet Union, not to an arms race, but to a 
peace r ace; to advance step by step, stage 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy looked deeply 
into his own soul: • • 

He saw the danger to the free world 1n the· 
condition of misery, 1mproverishment, and 
backwardness of the underdeveloped coun­
tries of the world. Freedom, he knew, cannot 
thrive in an explosive resentful world which 
can find its relief from Intolerable economic· 
conditions only In revolution. 

Ai:id so he developed an extensive program 
of aid to the depressed areas of the earth. 
He called into being the Alliance !or Prog­
ress to help the peoples of Central and 
South America., to mobilize their own re­
sources and energies to raise the standard of 
l!ving o! their people. • • 

He created the Peace Corps, the most noble 
and beautiful act of his career. He Inspired 
our youth to go tQ the far corners of the 
earth to serve wthout any expectation of 
monetary reward In order to bring help, guid­
ance, and healing to the desperately needy 

by stage, until general and cOinplete dis­
armament has actually been achieved." He 
ardently pursued peace. In the speech which , 
he was to deliver in DallM the day .he was 
assassinated, he declared: 

of the world. • 
HE SAW DANGER IN BIGOTRY HERE 

He saw the danger to our domestic peace 
and our free Institutions In the indurate, 
century-old discrimination to which the • 
Negro citizens of our country were being 
subjected and he acted with energy and 
courage in the face of violent resistance, cal­
umny and personal abuse. 

"Our strength will never be used in pur­
suit of aggressive a mbit!ons---it will always 
:be used in pursuit o! pen.ce. It w1ll never 
bt> used to promote provocations---i·t will al­
ways be used to promote the peaceful settle­
ment of d isputes." • ' 

President Kennedy tried to mitigate the 
bitterness of the cold war. He did not hat e. · 
!!2 this he was far ahead of most or· our 
p~ple in whose midst hate now stalks like ·, 
r. d~.rk apparition, like "a pestllence that 
-;--~·'.-ceth in darkness, or a d estruction that 
··.-o.steth at noonday." 

URGED BOTH SIDES TO SEEK PEACE 

:-:e si.:mmed up his attitude -in his inaug­
-:.:_:- ;:, • ctddress : 

"'.-o those n-a.tlons who would make tJicm­
-:::··~;; our adversary, we ofrer not a pledge 
·;:·.~: c ::-equest; that bot h sides begin anew 

·, ·,~ quest !or peace, before the d ark powers 
".'. c:estructlon unleashed by science P.ngul! 
~ ·.1 ::umanity in planned or accidental sel!-

,, : -:s.,;:·uctlcn. • 
"S'.:> let us begin anew-remembering on 

::c-t,1. s!des that clvll1ty ls not a sign of weak­
!~e~-, :i.nd sincerity ls always subject to proof, 
:,:- ; ·.is n.cver ;negotiate out of fcnr. But let 
•• ·, PP,·:<?r renr to negotiate." 

:Gut ::ie would not be Imposed upon. When 
l• ~.'.w a clear and present danger to the 
;.:· c..::.::ltv or America h e acted with a firmness 
: '.10:: c1i;patch which astounded the world­
c.·J ·,:hen he forced the Soviet Union to dis­
::~r.nUe the Jong-rnnge misslle bases in Cuba. 

·.vhcn he !cit that an unfair advantage was 
:: ~::·1,; t~.l-:en of the American people, he again 
:::.c"'.;cd. w!;;~ st~-=-t~ !."'"!g forcefulness, as when he 
c:-:-r..;-elcc the ;,-:· ~,-rul s t eel companies of the 
-:-:i!tcd States to :rescind their price increas_es 
:-;:':e= he hr.d persuaded American lo.bor to 
• ccc;,t lowe= wn-:;e terms In order to avert 

::!::'..-':.!."J!":n.l l! "'latlon. 
~:~ y;r..s not afraid to Incur the momentary 

,::··.:"'r.s'1=e o! hie own people. He had cour­
c · ·c :,.::id ho ::,ctmired courage. In his book, 
' . -_·,:,~ !cs in Cou=age," h e showed how the 
C"'.1=-.3c o: ce:-tain men in public life served 

··:·~-.. cYcn though at times It wrecked 
-:.,_.,.- _::- O\'""!! pol! ttco.l careers. 

:.no:·:-_·.:::i D:'.:~,I•LY I N TO HIS SOUL 

... ;· ·,::::.~c---c= ~ .. .-c:ia of .life one may meet 
o:~·-.::'-'.--:··1 o: ,;o'.!ragc, whatever may be 

::·'.'.i.-•:,,~ li-.: t,,._~~ If he follows his conscl­
-:·,~ c:is~ of : 1·:i friends, his fortune, his 

• .,:. ·.":'- t , cv:-!1. the esteem or bis fello,v 
-··.:·: ::::~,: ::::-- ust decide !or himself the 
--: >t! : :':o~~ow." 

-:,:-,·.-. • -== _?:sst courage can define that 
. ~ ... - ~bey ca.11 tench, they cnn offer 

•. - •::· ~~-n ;;rQ•1ldc l!1splratlon. But they 
: •• ~ ·•. :,.··· ·7 -;~:..1:!l~·~ ltsclf. For cnch mnn . 

•. ~ •. - : t;r..,.·:. :r..~ h io own soul." • '• 

He was compelled to resort to action which 
was · very distaste!ul to him when blgol;fy­
bl!nded State Governors in Mississippi and 
Alabama de.fled the authority of the Su­
preme Court of the United States and by 
their shameless defiance sp·arked riots and 
acts of bombing and murder which shamed · 
America in the eyes of the world. 

But he was determined that full Justice 
shall be done to the Negro and that the dark 
ages o! segregation, disfranchisement and 
discrimination in employment shall end !or 
them. He recommended a comprehensive 
bill on clvll rights to the Congress of the 
United States. He declared : 

CIVIL RIGHTS BILL SEEN AS TIUBlJTE 

"A rising tide of discontent • • • threat­
ens the publ!c safety • • • the events 1n 
Birmingham and elsewhere have so increased 
tile cries !or equal!ty that no city ·or State 
or legislative body can prudently choose · to 
Ignore thom. 

"The result of continued Federal legisla­
tive Inaction will continue, I! not Increase, 
racial strlfe--<:auslng the leadership of both 
sides to p ass !rom the hands of reasonable 
and r esponsible men to the purveyors of 
hate and violence." 

The sincerest tribute which the Congress 
of the United States can pay to the martyred 
President is to pass _the civll rights bill now 
pending. It wm be an everlasting memorial 
to him, even as the Emancipation 'Procla­
mation has been to Abraham Lincoln. 

He saw the danger of Inadequate educa­
tion and training !or the youth of our 
Nation !or the new world Into which they are 
moving. Our Nation needed more schools, 
colleges , and teachers . "Nearly half or our 
high school graduates," · he declared, "lack 
either the funds or the !ac!lltles to attend 
college. The Nation cannot afford to main­
tain i ts Military Establishment and neglect 
its brain power." 

He recommended b!lls to improve educa­
tional quality, and at the college level, to 
provide Federal loans !or the construction 
or o.cademlc fo.cll1tles and federally financed 
scholarships. 

One can readlly point to m any other 
notnble programs and activities or his Presi­
dency. In all o! them, he was whole, entire, 
o! one piece, a dedicated servant o! justice, 
fairness, freedom, and peace. He was not 
always successful. Success ls not always the 
measure o! greatness. He was not always In 
the right. What leader or men ever is? 

LIFE WAS l"t1LL 011' NOBLE PURPOSE 

Most of his work remains uncompleted, 
even as hl.s l!fe ·was uncompleted. At the 
close of every worthy career, much unfinished 
business remains. • He dealt in national and 
world l.Bsues o! such wide dimensions that 
they could not be settled .even in a lifetime 
much longer than was granted him. 

But the value or a masterpiece Is not the 
size of the canvas and the glory of a song Is 
not the length or its stanzas . A small pool 
of clear water may often reflect nU the i;lorles 
of the heavens. 

Here was a life r eplete with the beauty 
of noble purposes and aspirations, which 
set In motion great enterprises rich In prom­
ise !or our Nation and !or the world. Here 
was the American tradition of m alice to­
ward none and charity !or all embodied In 
an Intrepid young leader who was t ragically 
brought down In the soaring mldfilght or his 
resplendent career. 

• Here is high sorrow !or all of us-but also 
high hope, hope that his life will Inspire 
other lives-that our people will look to his 
example, his message, and hl.B mission, and. 
in a chastened spirit, will forego the hate 
which turns brother against brother, and 
people against people, hope that they. will 
resolutely persevere in the ways of progress 
and peace. 

"Jonathan upon thy high places ls slain. 
"I am distressed !or thee, my brother 

Jonathan. 
"How are the mighty fallen." 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN FITZGERALD 
KENNEDY 

•• Mr. RIBICOFF. Mr. President, in the 
last sad days many eulogies have been 

• written and many people have spoken 
true and deeply deserved words about 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy. One of the 
most touching was a letter written by 
the assistant general manager of radio 
station WDRC in Hartford, . Conn. 
When it was read over the air, the people 
of my State responded. Thousands of 
letters poured into the station, express­
ing agreement, and requesting n. copy. 
These words a.re spoken from the heart-­
the heart of an American, who, ns he 
puts it "will never be President--Or even 
make local office." I ask unanimous 
consent that this letter be printed in tr" 
RECORD. . 

There being no o~jection, the lc'. 1.cr 
was ordered to be printed in the REccnD 
as follows: 

AN OPEN LETTER 

DEAR MR. KENNEDY: Please forgive me ro: 
not writing sooner. I guess we 've bOth i>c'~ 
pretty busy, me running my everydny ll!'< 
and you being President of the United s:.:,:,-. 
It really wn.s up to me to write first be-cat!!-" 
you've been a Jot busier than I have. 

What I've wanted to do, though, Is to th n~t 
you. Thank you for being my Idea o! wh, : 

a President of this country should I>' 

Now-don't go getting any ideas thnt l_" 
always gone along with everything yo~~: 

• said or done. Some things , yes. S-··· 
things, no. After all, none or us ls !"'r:r<: 
I know I can sny this to you bccnu,i: ,i ·: 
never got real mad and held a grucli;c " • •• 
things like that. I guess tho.t's why P': .- : 
found It pretty hard to get mad at you. ,.,_ 
I tell my kids. It's not always Just wJ,s:; .­
do, but the way you do things. t he wn)· r • 
treat people, thnt counts. 

Speaking of kids, Mr. President. t~,- ~-: 
going to miss you. I k now mine e.rc., -. , 
they're a little young nnd they rcnlly • 
know what some of the import,1.."l: : ?:, ' 

about belng President nre . My d~uch:c: •. 

i 
t 
I 
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/ 
___ !nvocati~n Q.ffer~d at ~he . Re[ublican- NMel .Conventiov· 

/ .-----e Rabbi Abba H1lle~fTheJemple . 
L~~==r.=~=s==~~-~:::s:--=-:._-.....-,,:c::::-.- ,~ --ourkT,;J Father in Heaven, 

Upon all who are gathered here we invoke Thy blessing. 
MaY.,Jhy spirit .of wisdom and understanding 
~ upon these men and women , • 
who have come ,here to take counsel together 
and to plan for the fut :ire of our nation. · 

I ---... 
May they prove equal to l he challenge of the hour. 

God of our i'aih'ers, • Thou has given us a gracious · /and •• 
and blessed it with the ever-flowing streams of Thine 

abundance . 
Goodly has been our portion, rich our heritage. 
Help us faithfully to conserve what has been given us 

.. and through labor and sacrifice leave an even nobler legacy 

. to utho~e 

who shall come after us. 

Prosper-all our efforts toward the building of the good society, 
wherein all bars of separation between men will be lowered 
and all yokes lifted from the shoylders of Thy children. 
May this be our vision, 
not for times far off and for many days hence, 
but for . thl! imperious present and itf urge11f needs. 

qive us a~new heart and a new spirit, 0 Heavenfy Father, 
in this confused and riven age in which all nations 
are weighed Of in a balance. 

\ 

I 
I 
I 

Not like unto those whose strength is spent, \ 
not like unto a city beseiged, a prey to fear, 

r b;;f !iks u;;tc- 1;; cvr.fident- hc,s( -rrr&Fffi-fr;g e, ;; ;r; ,ni§~r:'--, -----:-.. 
lead us and guide us, 0 Father of nations. 
Revive our memories of old, our covenant with liberty, 
our allegiance to the rights and the dignity of man. 

Save us from self-righteousness. 
Guard us from straying into the darkness and wilderness 
of the peoples without the steady " fight of our founding faith 
which once kindled the hearts of the world. 

In humility we ac~nowledge Thy sovereignity. 
In Thine everlasting mercy shelter and proted our nation. 
Amen. 

i 

I 
I 

\ 
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• A salute to famous Jewish men and women." 

•zionism is not refugeeism," Abba Hillel Silver 
was fond of saying. To rabbi, statesman and 

Zionist leader Silver, Zionism meant the estab­
lishment of a free Jewish homeland. It was not 
simply a plan to relocate the displaced Jews of 
the world. Statehood, Silver believed, was the 

Abba Hillel Silver 
(1893-1963) 

only answer to the Jewish problems and the 
Jewish Community .of Palestine the chief hope. 
After all, Palestine had been a center of Jewish 
activity since Abraham lead a tribe of Hebrews 

In 1938, Abba Hillel Silver became chair­
man of the United Palestine Appeal and 
co-chairman of the United . Jewish 
Appeal. Silver's charitable associations 
were, however, only the beginning of his 
Zionist thrust. He was also one of the 
early organizers of the anti-Nazi boycott. 
With the outbreak of World War II, Rabbi 
Silver saw an opportunity to achieve a 
national state. A British mandate since 
1922, Israel found i~elf torn between 
the Arab majority and an increasing num­
ber of war-torn Jews. Smuggling of 
Jewish immigrants became widespread 
and there were conflicts between Jews 
and Arabs and Jews and the British. 
Great Britain could not resolve the hope­
less divisions and turned it over to the 
United Nations. 

At this point, Abba . Mille! Silver reached 
the height of his Zionist leadership. On 
May 8, 194 7, as chairman of the 
American section of the Jewish Agency, 
he presented the case fur a Jewish 

out of Mesopotamia to settle in the valleys of 
Canaan in the 14th century B.C. 

national state before the Assembly of the 
United Nations. In November of that year, 
the U.N. voted to partition Palestine 
betwee_n the Arabs and Jews, leaving 
Jerusalem in an international zone. 

Rabbi Silver served the Jewish people 
from the pulpit of the Congregation 
Tifereth Israel beginning at the age of 24 
to his death at 70. Recognized as one of 
the country's greatest orators, he was 
regarded as the foremost citizen of 
Cleveland. Rabbi Silver also received 
numerous honors and awards, served 
many other Jewish organizations and pub­
lished an extensive selection of Jewish 
books, sermons and articles-. But most of 
all, Abba Hillel Silver will be remembered 
as one of the "architects of modern 
Israel." 

From the _seed .of Abraham. Abba Hillel 
Silver has continued our tradition of jus­
tice, intellectual honesty and concern for 
all people. 

~~ @D '!7b;t ;{ 3, M'?ti ~'Lrt~~2!!.1Elt. 
BCRlUN L HIRSCH. CFSP-l>t-'S ,. 

2704 Murray ave.; Pittsburgh, PA l 5217 4 l 2/521-2600 
.... l I ! • I -• ' .... _ • f ' J j •• 

A -salute to famous JeWJSb men and-,women. • • Copyrignt 1977 by the Burto n L. Mirsch Funeral Nom e. 
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Letters 
continued fi'om page 8 

oneg Shabbat "to show them how 
much we appreciate their presence in 
our community." 

Our experience with the orga­
nized Jewish community has been 

wonderful. We are blessed. 
Jo Ann Simons 

Swampscott, Massachusetts 

Who Will Care for My Child 
When I'm Gone? " struck a 

painful chord. Our son's experiences 
continued on page 85 

50 Years Ago in Reform Judaism 
BY KEVIN PROFFITT 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
delivered a prayer at the 
inauguration of U.S. Presi­
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower 
on January 20, 1953, 
becoming the first rabbi to 
hold this honor. 

The long-time spiritual 
leader of The Temp le in 
Cleveland, Ohio, Rabbi Sil­
ver had campaigned for the 
war hero during the election . 
As a sign of gratitude for his 
"fine support," Eisenhower 
invited him to participate in 
the inauguration. 

And so , on a sunny and 
cold winter day, Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver took his 
place at the podium where, 
a few minutes later, the 
thirty-fourth president of the United States of America would take the oath of 
office. In a strong, slow voice , the Lithuanian-born Reform rabbi and Zionist leader, 
said to have "the manner and bearing of an Old Testament prophet, " offered these 
hopeful words: 

Oh God, who art beyond our knowledge, but near to our hearts and our needs, 
we pray this day for Thy servant, Dwight D. Eisenhower, as he takes up the bur­
den of the high office of President of these United States of America. Keep him 
with great kindness, Oh Ruler of Nations, and give him a wise and understanding 
heart, that he may guide Thy people in these shadowed times, in truth and stead­
fastness, in patience and in love. Guide his hand always to Thy purpose, and his 
will to Thy service. May he be the bringer of good tidings and the architect of a 
new hope for our country and for mankind. 

May Thy spirit rest upon the vice-president of the United States and upon all 
the chosen representatives of our government. 

Be gracious, 0 Lord, unto our land and our people. Help us to preserve our 
blessed heritage of freedom and to make secure our institutions of law, equality and 
justice. May it be given unto us to walk always in the dignity of free men, secure in 
our rights, and faithful in the obligations of our prized citizenship. Make us all of 
one heart, Oh God, so that together as one people we may move forward unafraid to 
the tasks and the challenges of the inscrutable years which lie ahead. Amen. 

Kevin Proffitt is chief archivist of the Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American 
Jewish Archives, HUC-JIR, Cincinnati, Ohio, the largest catalogued collection of 
documents on the Reform Movement and the histo,y of North American Jew,y. 
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