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THE SECOND OF FOUR VOLUMES . ..

A WORD IN ITS SEASON

SELECTED SERMONS, ADDRESSES AND WRITINGS OF

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
Edited by Herbert Weiner

What lifts the words and ideas recorded in this
book far above ordinary intellectual fare is their
combination of the timely with the timeless. Abba
Hillel Silver, whose distinguished public career
spanned the first half of this century, was ener-
getically involved in the great historic issues of
the day. Though known primarily as a spokes-
man for the Jewish community, and a leader of
the Zionist movement, every public moral cause
evoked his lucid and effective concern. Gifted as
an orator, impressive in appearance, forceful and
astute in his judgements, he was able to influence
as well as talk about the “here and now.” But,
being a Rabbi — that is, one committed to receive
and pass on the wisdom of a time-tested tradition,
the words he spoke and wrote for various occasions
included a dimension which enabled them to trans-
cend as well as suit the moment which called them
forth. For, a Rabbi must call upon “the values
which are from everlasting to everlasting,” empha-
sizing those aspects of modern truths which can
help men meet, “the particular crisis and urgency
of their age.”

“A Word In Its Season” is the second volume in a
series meant to preserve the intellectual and spirit-
ual heritage of a most unusual scholar, preacher
and leader.

To us and our ancestors, all history is a revelation and testimony. We were the first people to write
history and interpret it. Lo nitan divrei ba’yamim ela I'bidarech, ‘the chronicles in the past were
given to us only that they might offer us current instruction.’

—Abba Hillel Silver
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