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Books Reviéwed.

By Dr. Cecil Roth.

THE MESSIAH OF ISMIR: SABBATAI ZEVI.

The mock-heroic life-story of Sabbatai Zevi, the pseudo-Messiah
of Smyrna, is without doubt one of the most absorbing in the whole
of history, and a volume based upon it (“ THE MESSIAH OF ISMIR:
SABBATAI ZEVI"”; by Josef Kastein, translated by Huntley Pater-
son ; the Bodley Head, 12s. 6d. net.) cannot fail to be interesling.
Mr. Kastein's wark enjoys this initial advantage. It is written in
the fashionable German biographical style of to-day, though it is
by no means a masterpiece of it. The whole story is so incredibly
romantic that a plain, unvarnished account must necessarily be
more - absorbing than the most highly coloured of imaginative
biographies. It is a pity, therefore, that the author should have
thought it necessary to introduce fictiticus episodes—in just suffi-
cient quantity to undermine the veracity of the whole, though
without sufficient gkill to enhance its interest. The background of
contemporary historyis laid on, from an essentially Eastern European
point of view, with a heavy hand. and at unnecessary length. To
compensate for this, very little is said about the extraordinary after-
math of the movement, with its curious survival in the Domnehs,
who have continued a cryptic existence in the Balkans, to our own dar,
like a second Christianity based upon the person of a Messiah who
apostasised instead of dying oa a cross. On the other hand, the
dramalic possibilities of the story are by no means fully utilised.
One misses the striking antithesis between the romantic dreamer in
the East and the sober, stolid Jacob Sasportas (just returned from
being Haham in Londor) in the West: the latter the only prominent
Jewish leader in Europe to remain unaffected by the craze, his
hammer-blows doing a great deal to restore Jewry to sanity. A
spice of sex appeal ig, however, added by repeating solemnly all of
the contemporary libels against the imposter’s wife.

in spite of its having been written originally in German, the
work is by no means accurate or up-to-date. The latest literature
on the subject has-not been used, nor the older exhausted. There
are at least three errors in the opening paragraph. One is the
description of Sabbatai’'s father as belonging to a ¢ Byzantine
family (whatever that may mean). He did not. He was of German
origin; and one of the most ironical aspects of the whole episode is’
hat the man who duped the Sephardi world was himself, by
descent, an Ashkenazi.

The Spanish Tove-song which Sabbatai used to sing is quoted

‘“‘Higher Criticism ” are accepted. The Hebrew Scriptures areregarded
merely as a preparation for Christianity, and there is a long list of
passages from the former labelled ‘‘prophecies relating to Christ.”
Bubt sound and helpful information is contained in the section
devoted to Palestinian geography, natural history, and antiquities ;
and there is a useful series of plates illustrating recent archo-
logical discovery. The coacordance and literary articles will al.

be of value to students of the Eaglish versions of the Bible, and the
superiority of the Revised Version over if{s predecessors is well
stressed. Otherwise there is the usual Christian interpretation of
Jewish religion and history. But it is noteworthy that a half-
hearted and belated attempt is made to modify the custonary attack
on the Pharisees. The writer of this section evidently felt some
qualms of conscience, as he has added an “ Appended Note,” in which

-he acknowledges as an afterthought that there were “better and more

spiritual elements in Pharisaic religion” (p. 137). Another writer
on Pharisaism also feels constrained to confess that *‘its good side
should not be overlooked ” (p. 208). On this particular point atleast
truth is beginning to prevail against prejudice. But reparation need
not have been so grudgingly made. Could not G. F. Moore’s
“Judaism,” for example, have found a proper place in the biblio-
graphy instead of being relegated to an obscure footnote (p. 219) 2

i BIBLICAL DRAMA.

“JupAH AND TAMAR,” by Izak Goller (Ghetto Press, 6s.)
dramatises the incidents recorded in Genesis xxxviii. In his Com-
mentary on Genesis the Chief Rabbi remarks concerning this
chapter that “ Scripture does not hide the sins of its heroes and
heroines.” This story of wrongdoing, Dr. Hertz suggests, may yield
som? religious lessons nof perhaps obvious at a first reading. Bub
it is not so much with its religious implications that Mr. Goller is
concerned. H3> has detected, and made the fullest use of, its
dramatic possibilities. Thefe are three acts: in Judah’s tent, at
the cross-roads between Mamre and Timnat, and before Judah's
judgment-seat. Each act is ended by the symbolical fall of a curtain
—black, red, and white respectively. It is in such stage directions
as these that the author shows his constant sense of the practical
needs of theatrical production. Moreover, he has himself
drawn three diagrams of the scenes as well as a striking
frontispiece, and provided full particulars of costu nes, dances,
and other accessories. In the telling of this story of passion
he is direct and outspoken, and the characters are certainly
forthright in de=d and word. The diction is slightly archaic, and
conveys the right atmosphers for those ‘old, unhappy, far-off
things,” which form the theme. In certain respects this play
reminds one of the Irish dramas of Synge. There is a like interest

in this volume in Dutch, of all languages. with on expression of . in the elemental passions of a semi-primitive community, aud o

regret that the full original textis not available,
~ “Romancero Judio-Espanol,” §35.

More serious than these trifles is the absolute lack of reference
to English sources, with only one exception. Tt is, indeed, to be
questioned whether a work of this sort, when'translated, ought not to
be givena somewhat fresh orientation’ Quiteapart from this, Kastein’s
omissions are glaring. For example, the graphic account of Paul
Rycaut, English Consul at Smyrna at the time when these events were
happening, is used, and even quoted, only via the French translation.
Of the contemporary English news-letters, etc., upon the imposture,
of which at least a'dozen are on record, only one has been utilised.
In more modern liferature, Kastein has failed to use bo h the
extraordinary cameo of the Turkish Messiah in Zangwill's “ Dreamers
of the Ghetto,” and H. N. Brailsford’s delightful sketch in his
* Adventures in Prose.” In details, the work leaves a good deal to
be desired. The system of transliteration from the Hebrew is
inconsistent to a degree; and the spelling of proper names is
extraordinarily slipshod. Thus, Jacob Querido becomes Keredo;
Francisco Maldonado da Silva, the most extraordinary of Inquisi-
tional martyrs, is metamorphosed into Franzisco Maldonadda Silva ;
Mattathias is consistently rendered as Mattatah; and so on. The
translation is on the whole clear though undistinguished ; but it
betrays here and there very plain signs of Teutonic origin, and is
enlivened by a few slips of delightful originality. Thus, on p. 206,
G.iickel von Hameln, the queen of Jewish memoirists, app>ars as
“the Gliickel family of Hameln!” The volume, in short, does not
rise to the height of its argument. No treatment can, however,
destroy the inherent interest of the subject; and this biography
may be recommended, though unenthusiastically, to those who wish
to know more about the hyper-roman ic career of the Messiah of
Smyrna.

But it is,in the

By Hugh Harris, B.A.,, M.Litt.

A BIBLE COMMENTARY,

“ HELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE BIBLz” (Oxford University Press,
B8s. 6d.), represents a work of collec!ive Christian scholarship. The
contributors include the Bishops of Bradford and Oxford, Professor
G. H. Box, Sir George Adam Smith, and others. Some thirty years
have elapsed since the publication of the first edition of this standard
work, and the present second edition represents a complete revision.
The editorial note speaks of the book as being “less a work of
theory or suggestion than a record of the facts and results which
are the common property of biblical scholarship as a whole.” This
is misleading, unless we are to understand that biblical scholarship
islimited to British Protestantism. Many of the views here expressed
wouldbeen®relyunacceptable to other branchesof the Christian faith,
88 they certainly are to Judaism. The subversive theories of the

it

similar kind of postic approach. The bold and original qualities
which Mr. Goller has already shown as poet and novelist are equally
evident in his work as playwright. It would be interesting to
speculate in which of these spheres his artistic powers are likely to
find their completest expression.

By J. L. Meltzer, F.R.G.S.

THE STORY OF DAGANIA. s

The history of pioneering Palestine has yet to be written ; thers

arz so many aspects of the great work of reclamation and upbuild-
ing that remain to be described, that a contemporary historian
would falter at the task. Buta laudable attempt at presenting these
facets of modern Eretz Yisrael is being made by the Jewish National
Fund at Jerusalem in its mnew Library for Hebrew Youth.
The first of the series, which has just been issued at
Jerusalem, is the intimate story of Cornflower Village, the first
pre-war kvutzah. “Tae Story of Dagania” has been translated
into English from the Hebrew of Joseph Baratz, one of
the first settlers. It is a saga of struggle and effort, sacrifice and
enterprise. The diff rent technical and sociological problems that
confronted the sattlers; the land, the climate, the peculiarities of
agriculture in Eretz Yisrael, the problem of mothers working in
the fields, these and many other questions arose. And now it is a
wooded and green-foliaged pleasauncs by the shores of the River

Jordan. Where once were marshes, are now green fields and
vineyards, banana plantations and grape fruit groves. The
colonists have a goodly income, and they are content. They

lost two of their founders in the achieving of it—Aaron David
Gordon, who died in 1922, aged 67, and Joseph Bussel, who died in
1919, aged 29. Bub their memory lives. “A stone’'s throw from
Tiberias lies Dagania. And five hundred years separate old, grey-
bearded stooping Tiberias, from young, strapping, straight-backed
Dagania . . . In Dagania they work the land from early morning
until late at night, with a merciless sun scorching their bare bronzed
backs.”

That is the true pioneering spirit of Hretz Yisracl. To those of
us even who know and have seen it, comes the never-ending thrill
of pride and admiration.

The Search Publishing Company, of Arundel Street, Strand, desire to
point out that they are the publishers of  This Money Maze” by Dr.
Eisler, and that Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall, Ltd., referred to as the
publishers in our review of the book last week, are the Trade Agents.

THE Society for Jewish Jurispradence has issued in pamphlet form

“ John Selden and Jewish Law,” by Rabbi Dr. Isaac Herzog, M.A., D.Litt.

(Dublin). The article was previously published in the JOURNAL OF
COMPARATIVE LEGISLATION forlast month and was read before the Society
at the Inaer Temple in Febuary of last year.
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